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News Headline: Cellulosic producers urge White House to act on RFS | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Des Moines Register - Online
News Text: Christopher Doering, DesMoines 12:48 p.m. CDT September 10, 2014
 
A corn field near Springfield, Neb. The USDA is releasing its first estimate of the 2013 crop size in its
spring planting report on Thursday, March 28, 2013.(Photo: Nati Harnik/AP)
 
The cellulosic industry pressed the White House to reverse an earlier decision to lower the amount
of biofuel in the country's gasoline supply, while warning that a failure to do so would push growth
of the fledgling industry to Asia and South America.
 
In a letter to President Barack Obama, POET-DSM, Dupont Industrial Biosciences, among other
companies, said the Renewable Fuel Standard -- a law that requires refiners to buy alternative fuels
made from corn, soybeans and other products to reduce the country's dependence on foreign


energy ੈ  has attracted billions of dollars in investments into cellulosic ethanol production.


Cellulosic ethanol, seen as more environmentally friendly than conventional ethanol, produces the
renewable fuel from crop residue, grasses and wood chips.
 
"What often goes unnoticed is the fact that Iowa is also leading the charge when it comes to the
commercial deployment of the lowest carbon fuel in the world: cellulosic ethanol," company
executives said a letter dated Tuesday. "While the current proposal has already curtailed investment
and delayed projects, there is still time to get the RFS back on track."
 
The Environmental Protection Agency proposed last year setting cellulosic production at 17 million
gallons, far below the 1.75 billion Congress had required in 2007. A final rule outlining 2014
production for the Renewable Fuel Standard is expected this fall and the EPA is expected to increase
the proposed targets issued last fall.
 
"If the proposed methodology is not fixed in the final rule, the United States will no longer be the
global leader for advanced biofuel investment and the 2014 rule will have inadvertently done more
than your worst critics have to harm a low carbon industry you have always championed," the
executives said.
 
Despite falling short of cellulosic production goals in recent years, producers of the nascent fuel are
starting to show signs of delivering.
 
Last week, Poet-DSM celebrated the opening of its $275 million facility in Emmetsburg. DuPont has a
cellulosic ethanol plant under construction in Nevada. That $225 million facility, also using corn
residue, is expected to be completed later this year. And Tuesday Quad County Corn Processors
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opened a cellulosic facility next to its existing corn ethanol plant in northwest Iowa that will enable it
to produce 2 million gallons of the fuel annually.
 
Read or Share this story: http://dmreg.co/1rWCPaw
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News Headline: Oil industry, biofuels hit the airwaves to battle over ethanol policy | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Des Moines Register - Online
News Text: The gloves are off again between the ethanol industry and oil producers as the two sides
of the renewable fuels debate take to the airwaves hoping to sway federal regulators.
 
The advocacy group Americans United for Change unveiled a new advertisement that aired during
Meet the Press, Face the Nation and other Sunday talk shows this past weekend. The commercials
underscored the consequences for rural jobs and American consumers if the oil industry is successful
in convincing the Obama administration to roll back the countrys use of renewable fuels made from
corn and other materials.
 
The Environmental Protection Agency, which oversees the countrys Renewable Fuel Standard,
proposed in November reducing how much ethanol must be blended into the countrys gasoline
supply this year. A final rule is expected in the next few months.
 
A decision to lower the mandate, which would be the first cut under the nine-year old law, would
slow ethanol growth and cripple the development of next generation fuels made from grass, wood
chips and other plant materials, according to renewable fuels supporters. Iowa is the countrys
largest ethanol producer.
 
Big Oil already accustomed to getting whatever they ask from Washington now wants the EPA to
help put out of business their 70 cent cheaper and cleaner renewable fuels competition, said Caren
Benjamin, executive director with Americans United for Change.
 
Its time to draw the line not just because gutting the RFS is another giveaway to Big Oil, but because
itd be a huge takeaway from our rural economies, our national security, environment, and
innovation towards cleaner renewable fuels of tomorrow.
 
The oil industry, led by the American Petroleum Industry, this week is debuting its own ad on TV,
print and online featuring a family of upset boaters who blame higher ethanol fuel blends for
damaging their engines.
 
The commercial ends with boaters telling congressional lawmakers to: Repeal this renewable fuel
mandate, or youll be up a creek without a paddle. Further ads showing grocery shoppers and
landscapers will be rolled out later this year as part of a bigger campaign.
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Power Plant Rule Is Flexible But Reductions Are Aggressive, States Say


Posted October 14, 2014, 3:26 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency's proposed carbon dioxide standards for existing power plants
provide states tremendous flexibility, but the emissions targets are complex and aggressive, state officials
said today.


States still are assessing how the EPA's proposed rule will affect the power sector and which of the
options proposed by the agency will be the most attractive, state officials said at a forum sponsored by
Resources for the Future and the Electric Power Research Institute.


State officials said they have concerns with the EPA's proposal, including frontloading the required
emissions reductions, the choice to use a single year for the emissions baseline and whether the rule
would provide the flexibility necessary to respond to changing power market conditions.


The EPA in June proposed carbon dioxide emissions standards for existing power plants plants under
Section 111(d) of the Clean Air Act that would be administered by state air officials. The EPA anticipates its
proposed rule would reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 30 percent from 2005 levels by 2030.


Republicans Say E-Mails Prove Environmentalist Collusion on EPA Rules


Posted October 14, 2014, 12:33 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


E-mails released today by the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee prove collusion
between the Environmental Protection Agency and the environmental group Natural Resources Defense
Council in crafting carbon emissions standards for power plants and other major rules, Luke Bolar, a
spokesman for committee Republicans, said in an e-mail.


The e-mails show communication between EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and top officials at the
NRDC on topics ranging from EPA staffing decisions to agency rulemakings regulating carbon dioxide
emissions from power plants.


The e-mails were obtained during an investigation led by Sen. David Vitter (R-La.) and House
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform Chairman Darrell Issa (R-Calif.) into allegations the
NRDC played an outsized role in the development of the power plant rule.


Liz Purchia, an EPA spokeswoman, told Bloomberg BNA that the Clean Power Plan was developed
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through “extensive public outreach” that included consultation with states, power companies, local
communities, environmental groups, associations, labor groups and tribes.


“This is a flawed narrative driven by cherry-picked and isolated communications that in no way reflect
the full breadth and depth of the unprecedented outreach EPA engaged in to formulate and develop the
Clean Power Plan,” Purchia said in an e-mail.


Refiners Urge Obama Not to Boost Renewable Fuel Standard


Posted October 14, 2014, 10:49 A.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The administration should resist calls from the biofuels industry to expand the renewable fuel
standard, 31 representatives of the oil refining industry wrote in a letter today to President Barack Obama,
arguing a higher standard could increase fuel prices.


The letter, signed by companies such as Citgo, Valero and ExxonMobil, comes as the White House
Office of Management and Budget reviews the Environmental Protection Agency's proposal to decrease the
renewable fuel volume obligations for 2014.


“Now is not the time to backtrack on a proposal to avoid economic disruption,” said the letter, which
was spearheaded by the trade group American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers. “Doing so could send
a signal to the market that EPA is willing to push the fuel supply past the blendwall, which could adversely
impact consumers in the form of higher costs.”


The letter cites a June Congressional Budget Office finding that if the RFS requirements are not
reduced, by 2017 they would add 30 cents to 51 cents to the average cost of producing a gallon of diesel
fuel and 13 cents to 26 cents per gallon to gasoline with 10 percent ethanol (E10), which commonly is sold
at gas stations across the country.


EPA Becomes Point of Contention in Iowa, Kentucky Senate Debates


Posted October 14, 2014, 12:23 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Republican candidates in the tight Senate races in Kentucky and Iowa vowed to dramatically curtail the
power of the Environmental Protection Agency if elected by slashing its budget or doing away with the
agency altogether.


In Kentucky, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell vowed to “begin to restrict the funding” of the
EPA and hold votes to block the agency's proposed carbon emissions standards for new and existing power
plants during a debate yesterday with Kentucky Secretary of State Alison Lundergan Grimes, his
Democratic opponent.


“The administration has issued two regulations through the EPA pursuing a goal that could not pass
when they controlled Congress,” McConnell said. “They are after this industry. They want to shut it
down.”


Meanwhile, during a debate in Iowa on Saturday, state Sen. Joni Ernst defended her previous calls to
eliminate the EPA, claiming states had the best knowledge to handle environmental regulations
themselves.


“I do believe our states know best how to protect their natural resources,” said the Republican general
election challenger to Rep. Bruce Braley. “I believe this can be done at the state level, rather than at a
national level with the federal EPA.”


Ryan Acknowledges Some Human Involvement in Climate Change


Posted October 14, 2014, 2:47 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), former vice presidential nominee and potential 2016 presidential candidate,
acknowledged human activity plays some role in contributing to climate change but said the science is not
clear to what degree.


“Of course we have climate change,” Ryan said yesterday at a congressional debate with challenger
Rob Zerban (D). “We've had climate change forever. Is human involvement involved? Yes it is. To what
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extent? I don't know.”


Ryan, chairman of the powerful House Budget Committee, slammed policies proposed by President
Barack Obama to address the problem. He called proposed carbon pollution limits on power plants from
the Environmental Protection Agency a “massive tax” on vulnerable populations and a “big step in the
wrong direction.”


According to a 2013 survey of scientific literature published in the journal Environmental Research
Letters, 97.2 percent of climate scientists believe human activity plays a major role in climate change.


Federal Response to Address Ocean Acidification Is Lacking, GAO Says


Posted October 14, 2014, 2:45 P.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


Federal response is lacking in the Obama administration's efforts to tackle the growing threat of ocean
acidification, which is resulting from elevated atmospheric carbon dioxide levels, according to a
Government Accountability Office report released today.


The GAO also found that a congressionally mandated Interagency Working Group on Ocean
Acidification is yet to identify budgetary needs and a single agency to coordinate the research and
monitoring plan that was released earlier in March.


The report, “Federal Response Under Way, but Actions Needed to Understand and Address Potential
Impacts,” responds to a request made by Sen. Mark Begich (D-Alaska), chairman of the House Commerce,
Science, and Transportation Subcommittee on Oceans, Atmosphere, Fisheries and Coast Guard.


Begich asked the GAO to examine whether the Interagency Working Group on Ocean Acidification,
created under the Federal Ocean Acidification Research and Monitoring Act of 2009 (Pub. L. No. 111-11),
has implemented the research and monitoring plan that was released in March 2014.


The plan, which 11 federal agencies making up the interagency group developed, was to guide federal
efforts at effective monitoring of processes and consequences of ocean acidification on marine organisms
and ecoystems.


West Virginia Technician Pleads Guilty to Falsifying Water Samples


Posted October 14, 2014, 2:47 P.M. ET


By Bebe Raupe


A West Virginia laboratory technician has pleaded guilty to falsifying water quality tests for coal
companies, thereby enabling them to submit compliant reports to state and federal environmental
regulators.


Under a plea agreement entered Oct. 9, John Shelton admitted to a charge of conspiracy to violate the
Clean Water Act while employed as a field technician and manager for Appalachian Laboratories.


From 2008 through 2013, Shelton said he knowingly tampered with water samples to make them
appear to be within permissible levels by diluting them, substituting clean water for actual mining
discharges and failing to place samples on ice, as required by law.


The case raises questions about the self-reporting system the Environmental Protection Agency and
states use to gauge whether the coal mining industry is following pollution limits, said Booth Goodwin, U.S.
Attorney for the Southern District of West Virginia.


“It's unconscionable to cheat the system that's supposed to ensure clean water for our citizens and our
waterways,” Goodwin, who prosecuted the case, said in a prepared statement.


Shelton faces up to five years imprisonment and a fine of $250,000.
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


EPA Finalizes Solid Waste Definition Rule With Recycling, Environment Goals


Posted December 10, 2014, 12:30 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


The Environmental Protection Agency finalized revisions to a 2008 Bush-era definition of solid waste
regulation that it says will balance the desire to reuse and recycle spent hazardous products with the need
for additional, “rigorous” requirements to protect human health and the environment.


Issued under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, the regulation no longer allows third-party
recyclers to exempt themselves from requirements to provide information about their operations and
demonstrate their ability to pay for a cleanup of potential contamination.


Instead, under a “verified recycler” program, states and the EPA would have a more immediate, up-
front role in verifying the legitimacy of recycling operations. The changes also would require recyclers to
demonstrate four mandatory legitimacy criteria to take advantage of exclusions.


Eligible spent materials, listed by-products and listed sludges—frequently generated by-products in
manufacturing operations—would qualify for exemptions from hazardous waste regulations under Subtitle
C of RCRA. The final rule is expected to affect approximately 5,000 facilities across the country in the
manufacturing sector that generate or recycle hazardous secondary materials.


“I think we were very deliberative, and we wanted to preserve all of the economic and environmental
benefits that we heard from industry,” Mathy Stanislaus, EPA assistant administrator for solid waste and
emergency response, told Bloomberg BNA. “I think we completely share the common goal of maximizing
recycling of these materials, so I think we’ve preserved a lot of the elements that were identified” by
industry as successful.


Stanislaus described the final rule as “largely similar” to a 2011 proposed rule (76 Fed. Reg. 44,094),
but he said new, “rigorous” notification standards and other requirements for potential recyclers would
ensure protection of human health and the environment. The final regulation strikes a “really good
balance” to ensure environmental protection while also promoting recycling and reuse of hazardous
materials, he said.


States would have to craft their own rules to implement the final rule, and the EPA already has begun
outreach in that area, Stanislaus said. Industries affected by the regulation include metal and other
manufacturers, mining companies, chemical manufacturers and other recycling groups.


‘Rigorous' New Requirements.


Withdrawn in the final rule was a provision in the 2008 version—known as the transfer-based exclusion
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—that allowed materials generated by one source and then transferred to a different person or company
for reclamation to be excluded from hazardous waste regulations under RCRA.


Stanislaus said the EPA identified “regulatory gaps” in the 2008 final rule after locating 218 recycling
damage cases, many of which stemmed from third-party recyclers using the transfer-based exclusion.


Under the new “verified recycler” exclusion, recyclers would be required to have financial assurance in
place, would have to develop emergency response plans in consultation with local responders and would
solicit greater public input prior to beginning operations, according to Stanislaus. States and the EPA could
examine permitting and operational plans before a proposed recycler begins operation.


Those modifications represent a “real milestone of conducting a real rigorous environmental justice
analysis” that results in “increased scrutiny and increased accountability, while also ensuring recycling is
occurring,” Stanislaus said.


New Exclusions.


Additionally, the EPA finalized a new “remanufacturing” exclusion that will exempt 18 high-value
hazardous materials and solvents that can be made into commercially valuable products from hazardous
waste regulations.


Stanislaus called the remanufacturing exclusion the “first step of a wider opportunity” to further
enhance recovery of spent materials and prevent the unnecessary use of virgin materials in
production.


The EPA also clarified the “generator-controlled exclusion” from the 2008 regulation. That exclusion
exempted hazardous materials that are generated and reclaimed at the same facility, by the same
company or under certain toll manufacturing arrangements from being regulated as hazardous wastes.


Another new mandatory component of the regulation is four legitimacy criteria, which companies or
recyclers must demonstrate to qualify for exclusions. Those criteria are that the material:


• makes a useful contribution to recycling process;


• produces a valuable product;


• is managed as a valuable commodity; and


• is comparable to a legitimate product.


Industry groups previously have expressed concern that satisfying legitimacy criteria will be expensive
and burdensome.


Some situations and applications will automatically meet the legitimacy criteria, according to
Stanislaus. He cited metal commodities production and many in-process operations in the mining industry
as examples.


Stanislaus also said the EPA examined hazardous waste exclusions from before the 2008 regulation
but concluded there was not enough information in the record to change its determination that those
exclusions were legitimate.


Mikulski Says Omnibus to Be Approved in Next 72 Hours


Posted December 10, 2014, 3:43 P.M. ET


By Nancy Ognanovich


Senate Appropriations Committee Chairwoman Barbara Mikulski (D-Md.) said she expects the House
and Senate to have the $1.1 trillion omnibus spending package approved and on its way to President
Barack Obama’s desk within 72 hours.


Mikulski said on the Senate floor that after the House passes the omnibus package this afternoon the
Senate will take it up almost immediately and then be prepared to pass it Dec. 12.


“We look forward to completing the work on the Appropriations Committee within the next 72 hours,”
said Mikulski, who with House Appropriations Committee Chairman Hal Rogers (R-Ky.) negotiated the
omnibus package that contains 11 of the fiscal year 2015 spending bills and a continuing resolution for
Homeland Security programs until Feb. 27 of next year.


Members of both parties are criticizing non-spending items added to the must-pass omnibus, but
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Mikulski said she does not believe attacks on the bill will derail the must-pass legislations. A current CR
funding the government expires at midnight Dec. 11, but House and Senate leaders also plan to move a
two-day CR to give lawmakers time to ensure funding while lawmakers debate the bill.


“It is a monumental achievement for showing how we can work together, we can govern, and we can
get the job done,” Mikulski said in comments on the Senate floor.


Spending Package Targets Corps' Permits, Contains $8.1 Billion for EPA


Posted December 10, 2014, 10:41 A.M. ET


By David Schultz and Amena H. Saiyid


A last-minute spending measure introduced into the House and Senate late yesterday would restrict
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' ability to regulate dredge-and-fill activities under the Clean Water Act
and require the withdrawal of the nonbinding interpretive rule that exempts agriculture conservation
practices from such activities.


The package contains $8.1 billion in funding for the Environmental Protection Agency, cutting about
$60 million from the agency's fiscal year 2014 funding level and bringing the agency's staffing to its lowest
level since 1989, according to a summary released by the House Appropriations Committee outlining the
interior and environment portions of the spending measure.


Overall, EPA funding is down 21 percent over the past four years, according to a statement from Rep.
Harold Rodgers (R-Ky.), chairman of the House Appropriations Committee.


The fiscal year 2015 omnibus spending measure also includes policy riders Republicans had been
seeking, including measures that delay for a year the listing of the sage grouse as an endangered species
and prevent the agency from regulating the lead content in ammunition and fishing tackle using the Toxic
Substances Control Act.


The Senate and House Appropriations committees released the package after reaching an agreement
to exclude several environmental riders, including a rider that would have halted the proposed waters of
the U.S. rulemaking to clarify the scope of Clean Water Act jurisdiction over the nation's waters and
wetlands. Despite efforts of Republican lawmakers, the rider did not survive the negotiations due to strong
opposition from Democrats, including Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.).


The spending package, which was reviewed and approved by leaders in both parties, must pass
through Congress and be signed by the president no later than Thursday to keep the government funded,
barring a short-term extension of fiscal year 2014 funding.


Dredge and Fill Targeted.


The package also includes a provision that would bar the corps from using appropriations to require
dredge-and-fill permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act for activities carried out in irrigation
ditches and farm ponds, according to the House Appropriations Committee.


The language requiring withdrawal of the interpretive rule and barring the application of Clean Water
Act dredge and fill permits on agricultural lands is included in the energy and water title of the package.


Funding for Yucca, Mixed-Oxide Projects in Omnibus Legislation


Posted December 10, 2014, 12:44 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Yucca Mountain would receive $5 million in prior-year funding in an omnibus government spending
package, Jennifer Hing, a spokeswoman for the House Appropriations Committee told Bloomberg BNA in
an e-mail.


The funding for the nuclear waste repository will help “maintain its viability for future use” and for
completion of a third safety evaluation report being conducted by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
according to a bill summary.


Kristen Orthman, a spokeswoman for Yucca opponent Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.),
told Bloomberg BNA the bill contains no new funding for the project, and the funds carry over
automatically “unless we rescind it.”


In addition, Hing said, the omnibus, revealed late yesterday by House and Senate appropriators,
includes $345 million to continue work on a South Carolina mixed-oxide (MOX) fuel facility that the Obama
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administration has sought to mothball. Hing said language in the funding bill stipulates “that the funds
must be used for construction” of the project, which converts weapons-grade plutonium into commercial
nuclear reactor fuel and complies with a U.S.-Russia agreement to dispose of 34 metric tons of surplus
plutonium.


Omnibus Would Require Tank Car Rule to Be Finalized in January


Posted December 10, 2014, 12:57 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration would be required to finalize by Jan. 15,
2015, its rule on tank car and operational control requirements for transporting crude oil and ethanol,
rather than by the March estimated date of release the agency announced in its semi-annual agenda,
according to the fiscal year 2015 spending measure unveiled by Congressional leaders last night.


PHMSA also would see a $9.1 million increase in congressional funding for FY 2015 if the omnibus
spending package passes Congress.


The legislation would offer $52 million for hazardous material safety efforts—in line with the Obama
administration's funding request—and $146 million for pipeline safety efforts, including $19.5 million from
the oil spill liability trust fund. While the pipeline safety money is nearly $13.5 million less than the
president requested, it does meet the president's request to shift the $19.5 million from the trust fund.


Another key policy rider for the hazardous materials community in the spending package would block
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration's Hazardous Materials Safety Permit Program from denying
a hazmat safety permit before the permit applicant “has the opportunity to present its own corrective
actions and the Secretary determines such actions are insufficient.”


Keystone, Ozone, Grid Reliability Bills Will Pass Congress in 2015: Olson


Posted December 10, 2014, 12:54 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Legislation approving the Keystone XL pipeline, limiting the Environmental Protection Agency's ability
to revise the national ozone standard and waiving environmental regulations if a power plant is ordered to
operate during an emergency will pass with bipartisan support early next Congress, Rep. Pete Olson (R-
Texas) told Bloomberg BNA in an interview posted today.


Various measures approving the Keystone XL pipeline have been introduced this session of Congress,
but supporters believe the Republican-controlled Senate will quickly advance legislation to President
Barack Obama for his consideration.


Olson has introduced legislation (H.R. 5505) that would block the EPA from revising the national ozone
standard of 75 parts per billion until 85 percent of the counties not meeting the current standard become
compliant. He said he plans to reintroduce the bill next Congress and expects it to pass the full House
during the first quarter of 2015.


Another Olson measure, the Resolving Environmental and Grid Reliability Conflicts Act (H.R. 271), has
twice passed the House with bipartisan support. Olson said he intends to move it again in 2015 and
believes it will reach Obama with bipartisan backing.


Senate Clears Chemical Security Program Reauthorization Bill


Posted December 10, 2014, 12:40 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


The Senate passed by voice vote today an amended bill (H.R. 4007) that would reauthorize the
Department of Homeland Security's chemical security program for four years.


The reauthorization of the Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards program was supported by the
DHS and the chemical industry.


The bill again must pass the House, which it cleared by voice vote earlier this year.


Chemical industry sources said they've been assured the House would consider the bill
expeditiously.
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Fracking Poses Array of Hazards to Workers, OSHA Says


Posted December 10, 2014, 4:14 P.M. ET


By Robert Iafolla


Workers involved in hydraulic fracturing operations face 32 separate health and safety hazards ranging
from chemical exposures and unplanned detonations to dropped objects and confined spaces, according to
federal workplace safety regulators.


The Occupational Safety and Health Administration highlighted the potential hazards along with
strategies to protect workers in an undatedsafety alert. OSHA focused on hazards other than exposure to
silica, which the agency previously covered in a 2012 alert.


Hydraulic fracturing, commonly known as fracking, is a technique that involves blasting water mixed
with silica sand and chemicals underground to break up shale formations and allow oil and gas to flow to
wells. OSHA examined hazards at more than a dozen work stages in the fracking process, starting with
travel to the site and ending in flowback operations, when wastewater returns to the surface at the
completion of the frack.


The safety alert is available at https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3763.pdf.


Oil Companies Reject Fossil Fuel Phaseout Talk in Lima


Posted December 10, 2014, 4:03 P.M. ET


By Eric J. Lyman


The draft text under negotiation at the Lima climate change conference includes a goal of phasing out
fossil fuel use globally by 2050, a sharp contrast to oil company research presented in Lima today.


Several large petroleum exploration companies are in Lima touting their views that oil and gas will
expand in the foreseeable future—and remain the world’s main fuel source at mid-century.


In its Outlook for Energy report, Exxon Mobil predicts oil and gas use will continue to expand every
year until at least 2040.


At the United Nations talks in Lima, the draft of the text that will become next year's global climate
pact is a work in progress, but as of today it calls for “carbon neutrality,” “net zero emissions,” or
“decarbonization” of the world economy by 2050.


“Twenty years ago it was Greenpeace and other environmental groups calling for a phaseout of fossil
fuels,” Steve Sawyer, Global Wind Energy Council general secretary, said at a briefing today. “Now it’s the
International Energy Agency and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. The only ingredient
missing is political will.”


FERC Plans Conferences on EPA Power Plant Rule


Posted December 10, 2014, 3:29 P.M. ET


By Lynn Garner


The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission has announced plans to conduct a series of technical
conferences on the Environmental Protection Agency's clean power plan as requested by a bipartisan
group of lawmakers.


The conferences will examine the grid reliability impacts of EPA's proposed rulemaking, issued in June,
that would require the first reductions in carbon emissions from fossil fuel-fired power plants.


The first conference will be held Feb. 19 at FERC headquarters in Washington, D.C. (Docket No. AD15-
4-000). It will be led by the commissioners and will be national in scope.


There will be three regional sessions to follow with dates and times to be announced.


Stakeholders operating in the eastern U.S. will meet in Washington, D.C.


A session for the central U.S. will take place in St. Louis.


A session for the western U.S. will be held in Denver.


The technical conferences will focus on issues related to electric reliability, wholesale electric markets
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and operations and energy infrastructure.


Persons wishing to register can apply online on the FERC website at https://www.ferc.gov/whats-
new/registration/02-19-15-form.asp.


Talks in Lima Split Over Linking of Green Climate Fund, $100 Billion Pact


Posted December 10, 2014, 3:42 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


More than 190 nations are struggling this week at talks in Lima to overcome serious rifts over the aid
richer nations are to give to developing nations under a 2015 global climate deal, including agreeing on
how to even define what climate finance is.


At issue: what assurances richer nations can make to show they are ramping up climate aid to $100
billion a year beginning in 2020; and whether nations should have to detail any offers of aid when they put
their pledges for climate action on the table in early 2015.


Industrial nations have pledged $100 billion a year beginning in 2020; about $10 billion has already
been pledged toward a new Green Climate Fund. The pledges will anchor the global climate accord to be
signed in Paris in December 2015.


Environmental groups see the $10 billion GCF total—an amount pledged over four years and thus
averaging about $2 billion to $3 billion a year—as paltry. But U.S. negotiator Todd Stern stressed even
before the Lima talks that GCF is not to be confused with the $100 billion in climate funding but viewed
rather as just one source.


They “are two completely different things,” Stern told reporters at a State Department briefing held on
the first day of the Lima talks. “Right now when you look at all the public sources—this is just public
money—we are probably in the range of mid 30s or low 40s in billions [of dollars] right now,” he said.


EPA Releases Final Rule for Consumer Product Uses of Seven Solvents


Posted December 10, 2014, 4:11 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


The Environmental Protection Agency released online today final significant new use rules restricting
consumer product uses of seven solvents.


All seven chemicals are ethylene glycol ethers, also known as glymes, which the EPA said damage
DNA, blood formation and reproductive organs.


The chemicals addressed in the rules are: monoethylene glycol dimethyl ether (monoglyme) (CAS No.
110-71-4); diethylene glycol dimethyl ether (diglyme) (CAS 111-96-6); diethylene glycol diethyl ether
(ethyldiglyme) (CAS No. 112-36-7); triethylene glycol dimethyl ether (triglyme) (CAS No. 112-49-2);
diethylene glycol dibutyl ether (butyl diglyme) (CAS No. 112-73-2); ethylene glycol diethyl ether
(ethylglyme)(CAS No. 629-14-1); and triethylene glycol dibutyl ether (butyl triglyme) (CAS No. 63512-36-
7).


Three of these compounds are currently in consumer products and those uses could continue, the
EPA’s final regulation said.


Based on the most recent information available from the EPA, which is from 2011, there are less than
a handful of companies making or importing those chemicals. With the exception of BASF, the
manufacturers and importers of the three glymes with permitted consumer uses claimed their identity to
be confidential business information that the EPA is not allowed to make public.


Under the final rules, use of the chemicals other than those specifically named in the regulation, would
be a new use. Companies would be required to notify the EPA prior to any new use, so that it could review
the proposed application and determine whether it posed an unreasonable risk to human health or the
environment.


Oversight Committee Seeks Deadline for EPA's 2014 Renewable Fuels Rule


Posted December 10, 2014, 11:32 A.M. ET


By Andrew Childers
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Both congressional Republicans and Democrats pressed the Environmental Protection Agency today to
set a date by which it plans to issue its overdue renewable fuel standard for 2014.


However, Janet McCabe, the EPA's acting assistant administration for air and radiation, could not give
the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee's Subcommittee on Energy Policy, Health Care
and Entitlements a deadline, only pledging to issue the rule as “expeditiously” as possible.


The EPA is already more than a year late in issuing its annual renewable fuel blending mandates for
2014, and the agency recently announced it will not finalize the rule by the end of the year. Instead, the
EPA said it will issue standards for 2014, 2015 and 2016 in 2015.


Committee members were disappointed that McCabe could not provide a target date by which the EPA
anticipates issuing the overdue 2014 renewable fuel standard.


Rep. Jackie Speier (D-Calif.), the subcommittee's ranking Democrat, called McCabe's inability to
commit to a target deadline for the overdue rule “gibberish.”


“Is it April? Is it May? We have to have a goal to hang our hats on,” she said.


Speier suggested Congress could repeal the renewable fuel standard if the EPA is not able to meet its
deadlines to issue the annual rule.


McCabe said the 2014 rule was delayed because the agency is grappling with the ethanol “blend wall.”
That is the point when the amount of ethanol that must be blended into the gasoline supply exceeds 10
percent, the maximum approved for all vehicles on the road.


OMB Clears Final Rule That May Affect Manufactured Goods


Posted December 10, 2014, 2:34 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


The Office of Management and Budget on Monday cleared a final new use rule for di-n-pentyl phthalate
(DnPP), some chloroalkanes and some benzidine-based chemicals.


Unlike many significant new use rules (SNURs), which do not cover chemicals when they are contained
in manufactured goods such as automobiles, this SNUR will cover such products.


After the Environmental Protection Agency proposed the rule in March 2012, the Association of Global
Automakers and other trade associations voiced concerns about how the regulation might affect
manufactured goods. More recently, the American Chemistry Council met with OMB and asked it to direct
the EPA to gather information about whether benzidine-based chemicals are released from manufactured
products before it regulates the production or importation of such goods.


Whether and, if so, how the final rule may address these concerns will not be known until it is
released, which the fall regulatory agenda says will be before the end of the year.


Report Criticizes Funding Level for New York Environmental Agency


Posted December 10, 2014, 2:38 P.M. ET


By Gerald B. Silverman


New York State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli (D) released a report today that said state funding for
the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has barely kept pace with inflation over the past 10
years, while the agency's responsibilities have grown.


The report said staffing at DEC declined by 10.4 percent from 3,256 employees in the state's 2003-04
fiscal year to 2,917 in FY 2013-14.


The DEC budget rose from $795 million in FY 2003-04 to $1 billion in FY 2013-14, the report said.


Daily Environment Report 


Manage Your Subscriptions | Contact Us | Privacy Policy 


1801 South Bell Street, Arlington, VA 22202
Copyright © 2014 The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc.



mailto:prizzuto@bna.com

mailto:gsilverman@bna.com

http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup

http://www.bna.com/contact-us-cu4758/

http://www.bna.com/internet-privacy-policy-a4717/

http://www.bna.com/bna-copyright-usage-a4447/

http://cl.s4.exct.net/?qs=f71aeed5c610f8fac1f0278aacf4c892f87fb782d09e3458de9acc023863e6c9ce0cba56b1827803






From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: OilRigged campaign launches on Earth Day to defend biofuels
Date: Wednesday, April 23, 2014 8:00:12 AM


OilRigged campaign launches on Earth Day to defend biofuels | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Ethanol Producer Magazine - Online
News Text: OilRigged campaign launches on Earth Day to defend biofuels By Susanne Retka Schill |
April 22, 2014 The Fuels America coalition launched a new campaign dubbed “Oil Rigged” on Earth
Day to counter what biofuels industry leaders called Big Oil's deliberate campaign to distort the
facts. The campaign includes the website, OilRigged.com, digital advertising, an Earth Day takeover
of Politico.com and at least a two-week ad buy on national cable networks. In a media call launching
the campaign, Growth Energy CEO Tom Buis said the campaign is designed “to blow the whistle on
all the ways the oil industry is trying to rig this debate in its favor.”  He pointed to the rigging of
Washington, citing figures from the Center for Responsive Politics that show the oil industry
collectively spent $855 million over the past five years for lobbying and campaign contributions,
more than $1 million per congressman. “They've rigged the market by refusing to invest in the
infrastructure to sell fuels like E15 or E85,” Buis said,  “and then demanding to waive the [renewable
fuel standard] because there isn't enough infrastructure.” He also charged they rigged the tax code,
with oil industry tax breaks entering year 101, as well as the discussion around biofuels. “They've
spread an enormous amount of misinformation about renewable fuels.” Renewable Fuels
Association President and CEO Bob Dinneen pointed to the oil industry's campaign to mislead
consumers, “saying ethanol is bad for engines, despite the fact it's been used for decades. [The oil
industry] points to one study, the Coordinating Research Council's E15 study, ignoring the 42 other
studies that were done demonstrating E15 is safe.”  Referencing the campaign saying E15 is bad for
boats, Dinneen pointed out that E15 isn't approved for marine engines, but the campaign implies all
ethanol is bad. He cited comments from the technical chairman of the National Boat Racing
Association who stated publicly E10 is great for boat engines and better for the environment.   
Dinneen also discounted the argument that fracking is going to solve energy problems in the U.S. “It
certainly isn't the way to lower the price of gasoline, fracking isn't going to pencil out if the price of a
barrel of oil were to fall,” he said.  Ethanol is the lowest priced transportation fuel on the market, he
added, citing an oil industry analyst who has written that ethanol added to gasoline benefits
consumers by reducing the prices of gasoline between 50 cents to $1.50 per gallon. In his remarks,
Brent Erickson, executive vice president of the Biotechnology Industry Organization, said that the
proposal to roll back the renewable fuels standard does not make sense for the administration to
even consider, considering that the RFS, an amendment to the Clean Air Act, is the only policy in
place that requires CO2 reduction. “Over the last five years we've been able to reverse the decades-
long trend and actually reduce the amount of CO2 the United States emits. A reduction of 36 million
metric tons in 2013 compared to 2009 in the transportation sector. In everything the United States is
doing from a policy standpoint to reduce carbon pollution, the renewable fuels standard is making
the biggest impact by far.” Erickson cited a report in the April edition of the Journal of Industrial
Biotechnology that calculated the U.S. EPA's proposal to roll back the RFS for 2014 would result in
28.2 million metric tons higher carbon emissions, effectively reversing the improvements made in
the past five years. “That's a striking thing considering the White House says climate change is one of
its top three priorities,” he added. The “Oil Rigged” campaign warns not to let the oil industry muddy
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the renewable fuels debate and “rig the system” against competition. The television advertisement
notes that the oil industry reaped profits of “$177,000 per minute” last year at consumers' and
taxpayers' expense. “Oil companies have made the RFS the focus of hundreds of millions of dollars in
distorted attacks, simply because the RFS is the most important policy moving America away from
reliance on foreign oil and toward a healthier economy and environment,” the Fuels America news
release launching the campaign said. “Embraced by both Democrats and Republicans and signed into
law by President Bush, the RFS calls for the use of American-grown renewable fuels in our
transportation fuel supply to benefit our economy and environment. Innovative renewable fuels
support hundreds of thousands of jobs across the country. “Fuels America stands with the thousands
of farm families, workers, small business owners, environmental advocates, military families and
veterans who submitted comments to the EPA in support of renewable fuels and a strong RFS. With
the resources on OilRigged.com, consumers and decision-makers can avoid getting ‘oil rigged.'”        
Related Articles OilRigged campaign launches on Earth Day to defend biofuels Biofuel groups oppose
Big Oil's requested delay in RFS challenge Biofuel industry criticizes study on corn stover and soil
carbon Corn Oil Removal Impacts Carbon Accounting NTSB plans rail safety forum on transport of
crude oil, ethanol Corn oil brings out the geek in me








 Latest News   BNA Insights    PDF LINK Search Full Publication     


Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


EPA Data Show Fewer High-Ozone Days in Major Metro Areas


Posted October 02, 2014, 3:19 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


Major U.S. metropolitan areas recorded fewer days in which ozone levels exceeded national ambient
air quality standards during the 2014 ozone season than in previous years, according to data collected by
the Environmental Protection Agency.


During the 2014 ozone season, 35 metropolitan areas, including Los Angeles, New York, Philadelphia
and Houston, recorded a combined total of 215 days in which ozone levels exceeded 75 parts per billion,
the current national ambient air quality standard and the threshold for a “code orange” day, which is
considered by the agency to be unhealthy for sensitive groups, according to data the EPA provided to
Bloomberg BNA.


For comparison, the same 35 metropolitan areas recorded 253 code orange days in 2013 and 710 days
in 2012. The agency said 2012 was a “particularly hot, dry summer” in many U.S. cities, providing weather
conditions that are favorable for ozone formation.


States Ask White House to Increase Renewable Fuel Standard


Posted October 02, 2014, 10:09 A.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


An Environmental Protection Agency proposal to reduce the renewable fuel standard blending
requirements for 2014 already is affecting biodiesel production, states warned the White House in a letter.


The EPA's proposal to reduce the blending requirements below statutory requirements also has stifled
investment in cellulosic ethanol production, the Governors' Biofuels Coalition said in a letter yesterday to
Shaun Donovan, director of the White House Office of Management and Budget.


The letter was signed by Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn (D), the coalition chairman, and Iowa Gov. Terry
Brandstad (R), the vice chairman. The coalition includes 33 states.


The states oppose the EPA's proposed reductions in the amount of biofuels petroleum refiners must
blend into their products.


“The dramatic expansion of biofuels and domestic shale oil production over the past five years,
combined with increased auto efficiency, means that the United States is within reach of an energy secure
future for the first time in over 40 years,” the states said. “Amending the proposed rule to one that will
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build and restore America's robust leadership in the development and production of domestically produced
renewable fuels is crucial in ensuring a successful future in rural America.”


The EPA on Aug. 22 sent its final 2014 renewable fuel standard rule to the OMB for interagency
review.


Bishop Will Seek House Natural Resources Committee Chairmanship


Posted October 02, 2014, 3:43 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Rep. Rob Bishop (R-Utah) will seek the chairmanship of the House Natural Resources Committee in a
bid to replace retiring chairman Rep. Doc Hastings (R-Wash.).


“He is actively working toward that goal and is hopeful that he will be selected as the next chairman,”
Melissa Subbotin, an aide to Bishop, told Bloomberg BNA. “Despite there being significant support behind
his bid for chairman, he takes nothing for granted.”


Rep. Don Young (R-Alaska) is next in seniority on the panel but could not serve because he has
already served three terms as a committee chairman. Rep. Louie Gohmert (R-Texas), whose office did not
respond to requests for comment, comes next after Young but has frequently clashed with House
leadership.


Bureau's Authority to Augment Trinity River Flows for Salmon Upheld


Posted October 02, 2014, 3:54 P.M. ET


By Carolyn Whetzel


A federal court in Fresno, Calif., has largely upheld the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation's decision in August
2013 to increase flows in the Trinity River to protect endangered salmon on the lower Klamath River.


The decision from the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California rejected various claims
by the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority and Westlands Water District to block Reclamation from
releasing Trinity Reservoir water. Plaintiff irrigation districts, which serve agricultural water users in the
west side of the Central Valley, said the augmented releases would mean less water for them.


District Judge Lawrence J. O'Neill said Reclamation had authority under federal laws to the augment
the flows to improve fisheries conditions on the lower Klamath River. Plaintiffs did prevail on their
argument challenging the federal government's claim that a 1955 statute, involving the Trinity River
Division of the Central Valley Project, provided Reclamation the authority for the supplemental flows.


EPA to Release Environmental Justice Screening Tool This Fall


Posted October 02, 2014, 3:45 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


The Environmental Protection Agency will release to the public this fall a tool it uses to consider
environmental justice prior to making policy, regulatory or other decisions, a senior EPA official said.


The tool, known as EJScreen, flags for EPA officials based on environmental and demographic factors
the environmental justice communities that could be affected by agency actions under consideration,
therefore warranting further review, Charles Lee, EPA's deputy associate assistant administrator for
environmental justice, said yesterday.


“We are making it public to become a lot more transparent about the ways that we are addressing
environmental justice,” Lee said at a National Environmental Justice Advisory Council meeting.


EJScreen was created as part of Plan EJ 2014. The plan offered a road map on how to incorporate
environmental justice, or the tenet that all individuals have the same right to a clean and safe
environment, into EPA's policies, programs and actions.


Utilities Concerned Rail Capacity Won't Meet Winter Demand


Posted October 02, 2014, 2:26 P.M. ET


By David Schultz
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Executives from across the energy industry have serious concerns that, if the upcoming winter is as
harsh as the previous one, U.S. railroads will not be able to deliver enough fuel to power plants to meet
demand.


The so-called polar vortex winter of 2013-14 created severe disruptions in freight service from which
the railroads are only now beginning to fully recover, the executives said today at a meeting of the Rail
Energy Transportation Advisory Committee, a group comprising executives from the oil, gas, mining,
electric utility and rail sectors that advises the U.S. Surface Transportation Board. With a recovering
economy boosting demand for energy and exponential growth in domestic energy production, the U.S. rail
network is overwhelmed, they said.


This is a particular problem when it comes to shipping coal. William Berg, the president of the
Midwestern utility company Dairyland Power Cooperative, said twice during the winter one of his plants got
into “single-digit reserves” of coal.


He raised the prospect that, if this year's winter approaches or exceeds last years in terms of severity,
widespread blackouts and brownouts could occur.


“I don't think we were close [to blackouts] last winter, I don't want to worry anyone,” he told
Bloomberg BNA. “But this winter is not looking good.”


Anadarko Seeks Rehearing in Deepwater Spill Case


Posted October 02, 2014, 2:44 P.M. ET


By Nushin Huq


Anadarko Petroleum Corp. shouldn't be held liable for Clean Water Act penalties related to the
Deepwater Horizon explosion because the oil discharge occurred from the vessel owned by and operated
by BP Plc. and Transocean Ltd. and not the well in which Anadarko had a 25 percent stake, the company
told a federal appeals court in New Orleans.


In a supplemental brief filed Sept. 26 in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, Anadarko claims
only the owners, operators or persons in charge of the Deepwater Horizon vessel are liable for penalties
because the oil discharged from there and not the well.


In June, a three-judge panel of the Fifth Circuit upheld a lower court decision that found BP and
Anadarko liable for Clean Water Act Violations as co-owners of the Macondo Well. The Woodlands, Texas-
based Anadarko could face a maximum penalty of $4.6 billion. In its supplemental brief, Anadarko asked
the full Fifth Circuit to reconsider that ruling.


The 2010 Macondo well blowout and explosion killed 11 workers and caused the worst offshore oil spill
in U.S. history.


EPA Power Plant Rule Needs Major Overhaul, AEP Executive Says


Posted October 02, 2014, 12:30 P.M. ET


By Lynn Garner


The compliance deadlines and emissions targets for the Environmental Protection Agency's power plant
rule are unrealistic, unattainable and should be redesigned, Mark McCullough, American Electric Power
executive vice president for generation said Oct. 2.


“As it stands right now, the rule is flawed. It needs to be modified if it's going to be implemented in a
rationale way,” he said in remarks at the U.S. Energy Association annual energy forum.


AEP, one of the nation's largest electric utilities serving 11 states, and other utilities continue to meet
with the EPA to express their concerns, according to McCullough.


The Ohio-based company, which burns coal for 63 percent of its electricity generation, plans to retire
about 6,000 megawatts of older coal-fired power plants during the next six years, he said.


McCullough praised a resolution adopted Sept. 29 by the 16-state Southern States Energy Board that
calls upon the EPA to withdraw the current power plant proposal and issue new guidelines with greater
flexibility to reduce carbon emissions.


Herbicide, Rubber Chemical Listed as Human Carcinogen


Posted October 02, 2014, 10:52 A.M. ET
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By Pat Rizzuto


The Department of Health and Human Services today classified ortho-toluidine, a chemical used to
make herbicides, rubber, dyes and pigments, as a known human carcinogen.


HHS classified three other chemicals as being reasonably anticipated to cause cancer in humans:


• cumene, a natural component of coal tar and petroleum used to make phenol and acetone;


• 1-bromopropane, a solvent widely used to clean optics, electronics, metals and other materials;
and


• pentachlorophenol, a complex mixture of chemicals used to weatherproof utility poles and other
wooden materials.


HHS classified all four chemicals in its 13th Report on Carcinogens, a congressionally mandated report
that identifies chemical, biological and physical agents that scientists have determined pose cancer
hazards for people living in the U.S. With the addition of these four chemicals, the new report, prepared by
the department's National Toxicology Program, now lists 243 chemicals.


Millions of pounds of each of the four chemicals are produced in or imported into the U.S. annually.


The Monsanto Co. and the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., for example, are among the five companies
that imported more than 60 million pounds of ortho-toluidine into the U.S. in 2011, according to
information chemical manufacturers provided to the Environmental Protection Agency.


BASF Corp., Citgo Petroleum Corp., DuPont and Sunoco Inc. were among 10 companies that made or
imported more than 37 billion pounds of cumene, also known as isopropylbenzene, that same year.


Candidate for Top EU Climate Job Promises Action on ETS


Posted October 02, 2014, 1:18 P.M. ET


By Stephen Gardner


The nominee to oversee the European Union's climate policy through 2019 told the European
Parliament that he favors speeding by several years a proposed fix for the EU emissions trading system
(ETS).


Miguel Arias Canete, the former Spanish agriculture minister who has been designated as the EU's new
climate and energy commissioner by the incoming European Commission president, Jean-Claude Juncker,
also said that he would propose a law setting out emissions reductions that should be achieved through
2030 by parts of the EU economy not covered by the ETS.


In a wide-ranging hearing yesterday in front of the European Parliament's environment and industry
committees, Canete called the EU ETS a “splendid tool,” which “may have some problems, but it
works.”


He backed a proposed market stability reserve put forward by the European Commission in January
that would seek to counter excessive carbon-price fluctuations by automatically removing from the market
surplus carbon permits above a certain level and reintroducing them once the surplus falls below a certain
level.


Under the commission proposal, the market stability reserve would start in 2021, but Canete said he
would “move to convince the Council [of the EU] to advance the entry into force of the market stability
reserve.”
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NEWS


Air Pollution
‘Real-World' Car Diesel NOx Emissions Seven 
Times Higher Than Europe Limit, Study Says
The "real-world" nitrogen oxide emission from modern diesel cars
is seven times the limit set by the new Euro 6 emission
standards, supposed to be the most advanced in the world,
according to a study by the International Council on Clean...


Biotechnology
Farmers Suing Syngenta Over GE Corn
Ask MDL Panel to Consolidate Litigation
Nine farmers suing Syngenta in federal courts over claims that
the company was reckless in producing genetically engineered
corn have filed a motion to combine their cases. Additionally, a
10th farmer has now filed suit against the company...


Chesapeake Bay
Virginia May Change Permit for Small Facilities
Virginia's next general permit for wastewater treatment facilities
that release 1,000 gallons of effluent or less daily might differ
from the current permit because of the mandatory, six-state
Chesapeake Bay restoration program....


Climate Change
China’s East Expected to Face More
Frequent, Hot Summers Similar to 2013
Eastern China may experience more "extreme warm" summer
weather similar to the 2013 heat wave in the coming years,
researchers in China and Canada wrote in the journal "Nature
Climate Change."...


Climate Change
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Pentagon Warns Climate Change Will
Intensify Global Instability, Disease
Natural disasters from climate change will intensify global
instability, disease, poverty and conflict, according to the Defense
Department....


Climate Change
Ryan Acknowledges Human Involvement in 
Climate Change but Says Science Not Clear
Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Wisc.), former vice presidential nominee and
potential 2016 presidential candidate, acknowledged human
activity plays some role in contributing to climate change but said
the science isn't clear to what degree. ...


Climate Regulation
Power Plant Rule Is Flexible But Reductions
Are Aggressive, Complex, State Officials Say
The Environmental Protection Agency's proposed carbon dioxide
standards for existing power plants provide states tremendous
flexibility, but the emissions targets are complex and very
aggressive, officials said at a forum Oct. 14....


Climate Regulation
Republicans Say E-Mails Show NRDC
Colluded on Major EPA Rulemakings
E-mails released Oct. 14 by the Senate Environment and Public
Works Committee show collusion between the Environmental
Protection Agency and the Natural Resources Defense Council in
drafting carbon emissions standards for power plants...


Climate Regulation
Southwest Power Pool Sees ‘Blackouts'
Unless EPA Power Rule Deadlines Extended
The Southwest Power Pool predicts serious grid reliability
problems unless the Environmental Protection Agency allows
several more years for implementation of its clean power plant
rule, the regional grid operator said in comments to the...


Elections
EPA Emerges as Major Point of Contention
In Heated Iowa, Kentucky Senate Debates
Republican candidates debating their opponents in the tight
Senate races in Kentucky and Iowa vowed to dramatically curtail
the power of the Environmental Protection Agency if elected by
slashing its budget or doing away with the agency altogether....


Energy
Baran, Former Waxman Aide, Takes Seat
On NRC; Burns to Join in November 2014
Jeffery Baran was sworn in Oct. 14 as the newest member of the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission....


Energy
EU Study on Energy Subsidies Shows 
Highest Support for Solar, Wind and Coal
Renewable energy sources led by solar power received the largest
amount of subsidies in the European Union in 2012, while coal
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was the leading conventional power source receiving government
support, according to an initial European Commission...


Enforcement
Price Companies Pay for Emissions of Air, 
Water Pollutants Continues to Rise in China
The penalties that companies must pay for air and water pollution
rose in about half of Chinese regions the past seven years, the
government reported....


Enforcement
Total Coliform Rule Might Mean Uptick
In Drinking Water Violations, Regulators Say
An uptick in Safe Drinking Water Act violations might occur when
the revised total coliform rule takes effect, representatives of
industry and state and federal regulators told Bloomberg BNA....


Enforcement
West Virginia Technician Pleads Guilty
To Falsifying Water Quality Samples
A West Virginia laboratory technician has pleaded guilty to
falsifying water quality tests for coal companies (United States v.
Shelton, S.D. W.Va., No. 14-cr-00189, 10/9/14)....


Hazmat Transport
PHMSA Upholds FMCSA Emergency Hazmat Order
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Administration upheld a
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration action banning
National Distribution Services Inc. from filling or leasing certain
equipment to transport hazardous materials....


Hydraulic Fracturing
Methane Health Effects Will Be Next Issue
To Confront Fracking Industry, Lawyer Says
Potential adverse health affects from air emissions generated
from hydraulic fracturing, especially methane, will emerge as a
major issue the industry needs to address, an environmental
lawyer told a conference....


Mining
After Hearing Evidence of Water Impairment
From Mine, Judge Rules in West Virginia Case
Fola Coal Co.’s attempt to weaken a citizen lawsuit that claims it
is polluting West Virginia waterways has been denied by the
federal judge hearing the case (Ohio Valley Envtl. Coal. v. Fola
Coal Co. LLC, S.D. W.Va., No. 2:13-5006, 9/30/14)....


Nanotechnology
Aluminum Coating on Nanotubes Reduces 
Asbestos-Like Lung Reactions, Study Finds
Coating multi-walled carbon nanotubes with a thin film of
aluminum oxide appears to reduce an asbestos-like response
linked to the nanomaterial, researchers from North Carolina
found....


Nanotechnology
Lack of Environmental, Safety Standards
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Hinders Nanotech Marketing, Report Says
The commercialization of nanotechnology is constrained in the
U.S. due to the lack of comprehensive environmental, safety and
health standards, best practices or metrics, the White House's
panel of scientific advisers said in a report....


Oceans
Administration's Efforts to Mitigate
Ocean Acidification Lacking, GAO Says
A coordinated federal response is lacking in the Obama
administration's efforts to tackle the growing threat of ocean
acidification, which is resulting from elevated atmospheric carbon
dioxide levels, according to a Government Accountability...


Oil & Gas
Canada Proposes Designating LPG,
Natural Gas Condensates as Toxic
The Canadian government has proposed toxic designations and
regulatory measures to limit the potential environmental risks
posed by natural gas condensates and liquefied petroleum
gases....


Pesticides
EPA to Rate Pesticide Applicators
For Drift Reduction Effectiveness
The Environmental Protection Agency will begin rating pesticide
spraying devices based on how effective they are at reducing
airborne drift, according to a notice to be published in the Oct. 15
Federal Register....


Pipeline Safety
PHMSA Issues Integrity Management
Guidance to Be Used in Future Inspections
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration has
issued guidance for gas transmission and hazardous liquid
pipeline owners and operators to assess their integrity
management programs, according to an advisory bulletin...


Radioactive Waste
D.C. Circuit Denies Request to Review
NRC Transfer of Authority to New Jersey
A federal appeals court has effectively ruled that the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission may transfer authority to New Jersey
regulators under the Atomic Energy Act because NRC officials
adequately explained how an industrial site can be safely...


Recycling
App Measures Benefits of Recycling E-Waste
A new application will enable users to measure the environmental
benefits of using the e-Stewards voluntary certification programs
for electronic waste management, according to the Basel Action
Network. The e-Stewards Global Impact Calculator...


Renewable Energy
China to Promote Utility-Scale Solar Projects
In Sunny Areas; Encourage Investment
China will draft plans to promote utility-scale solar projects in
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sunny areas after the nation installed a record number of panels
last year and became the world's biggest market for the
technology....


Renewable Energy
Giant Collection of Battery Units Aims
At Wind Storage Holy Grail: Commodities
At a windy mountain pass on the edge of the Mojave Desert,
North America's most potent collection of batteries used for
storing unused power is humming its way toward an electricity
revolution....


Risk Assessment
Manufacturers, Army Research Program
Ask EPA to Suspend IRIS Assessment
Vanadium pentoxide manufacturers, companies that use the
metal and the Army are asking the Environmental Protection
Agency to make and publicly announce a decision about whether
it will suspend its Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS)...


Risk Assessment
More Health Analysis Needed for Gasoline
Component Trimethylbenzenes, Advisers Say
The Environmental Protection Agency's draft health assessment of
three chemicals found in gasoline illustrates progress the agency
is making in its Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS)
program, according to an agency advisory...


Superfund
N.C. Statute of Repose Law Can't Be Applied
Retroactively in Camp Lejeune Injury Suits
A North Carolina law passed to counter the effects of the U.S.
Supreme Court decision in CTS Corp. v. Waldburger can't be
applied retroactively to revive personal injury claims by military
personnel at Camp Lejeune, a federal appeals court...


Trade
India Bans Importation of Cosmetics 
That Have Been Tested on Animals
Beginning next month, India will ban the import of cosmetics that
have been tested on animals, the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare announced Oct. 13....


Vehicle Fuels
Refiners Ask Obama Administration to 
Resist Renewable Fuel Standard Increases
The Obama administration should resist calls from the biofuels
industry to increase the renewable fuel standard, 31
representatives of the refining industry wrote in an Oct. 14 letter
to President Barack Obama, arguing that failure to do...


Water Pollution
California Marine Dry Bulk Terminal Agrees
To Pay $1.2M to Settle Pollution Runoff Case
A Richmond, Calif., marine dry bulk terminal has agreed to pay
over $1.2 million and implement water pollution control measures
to resolve a Clean Water Act lawsuit over its runoff (San
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Francisco Baykeeper v. Levin Enters. Inc., N.D. Cal.,...


Water Resources
China to Encourage Private Investment in
Major Water Projects; Improve Price Setting
China, which boosted its water investment budget by 7 percent
this year, plans to use financial enticements to attract private
capital to major water projects....


BNA INSIGHTS


EPA in Wonderland: A Journey Down the Waters of the U.S.
Rabbit Hole
"Alice started to her feet, for it flashed across her mind that she
had never before seen a rabbit with either a waistcoat-pocket, or
a watch to take out of it, and burning with curiosity, she ran
across the field after it, and fortunately was...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


OCTOBER 14 FEDERAL REGISTER


OCTOBER 15 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Gerber, Linda
To: Barolo, Mark; Haerer, Ryan
Subject: Press release for final Tier 3 rule
Date: Tuesday, March 04, 2014 1:18:34 PM


Here it is.  And yes, it was EPA.


 


EPA Tier 3 rule sets E10 as new test fuel


By Holly Jessen | March 04, 2014


·         


 
The U.S. EPA final rule for emission standards for cars and gasoline made E10 the new federal emissions test
fuel, finalized specifications for E85 test fuel for flex-fuel vehicles (FFV) and left the door open for vehicle
manufacturers to request approval for alternative certification fuel, such as E30, for vehicles optimized for that
fuel. 


“It’s not the greatest thing since sliced bread; but at least there’s dough in the machine,” said Advanced
Biofuels USA’s vehicle emissions expert, Robert Kozak, in a press release. In other words, the standards, known
as Tier 3 rules, don’t contain everything the ethanol industry could have hoped for, but it did include some
positive elements.


The final rule requires that all Tier 3 light duty and chassis-certified heavy-duty gasoline vehicles be certified
on E10. The test fuel will be used for new vehicle certification, assembly lines and in-use testing. The EPA
considered a change in the volatility of the fuel, or pounds per square inch (psi) Reid Vapor Pressure, but
ultimately concluded that an RVP of 9 psi should be maintained for the E10 test fuel.


General Motors addressed the fact that E10, rather than straight gasoline, is now the new test fuel. “We
commend EPA for selecting a certification fuel that is representative of in-use fuels,” the company said in a
prepared statement. “This allows OEMs (original equipment manufacturers) to optimize vehicle performance to
an actual fuel that our customers use nationwide.”


In addition, finalizing specifications for an E85 emissions test fuel for FFVs will help resolve uncertainty and
confusion, the EPA said. The agency also said that it intended to finalize in-use fuel quality standards for E51 to
E83 and possibly E16 to E50 as well but wasn’t able to do it in time to include it in this final rule. “As the
number of flex-fuel vehicles in the in-use fleet increases, it is becoming increasingly important that all fuels
used in FFVs, not just gasoline, meet fuel quality standards,” the EPA said. “A lack of clarity regarding the
standards that apply to fuels used in FFVs could also act to impede the further expansion of ethanol blended
fuels with concentrations greater than 15 volume percent, which is important to satisfying the requirements of
the RFS2 program.” 
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Linda Gerber
Director, Release Prevention Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Bipartisan Policy Center Recommends 40 Improvements to RFS


Posted December 16, 2014, 2:14 P.M. ET


The Bipartisan Policy Center offered 40 recommendations to the Environmental Protection Agency and
lawmakers for improving administration of the renewable fuel standard as part of a report released today.


The report, “Options for Reforming the Renewable Fuel Standard,” considers legislative and regulatory
changes to the renewable fuel standard that could improve fuels production and consumption, how the
annual blending mandate is administered, and how the EPA implements the program.


Scott McKee, senior policy analyst at the Bipartisan Policy Center, said the goal was to focus on areas
“where we think tangible progress can be me made to reform but not repeal the RFS.”


Proposed options include recasting the renewable fuel standard as a percentage-based program,
extending the life of renewable identification numbers—credits petroleum refiners can use to comply with
the mandate—temporarily reducing annual blending mandates to allow refiners and retailers to invest in
new infrastructure, and speeding the approval process for new advanced biofuels.


Chinese Ban on GMO Corn Imports May Be Lifted as U.S. Trade Talks Begin


Posted December 16, 2014, 3:58 P.M. ET


By Feiwen Rong and Steven Yang


China's government has told traders and officials that the Ministry of Agriculture has approved lifting a
ban on imports of a genetically modified corn variety that is commonly grown in the U.S., as trade talks
between the two countries begin today, according to people familiar with the matter.


The approval covers imports of the MIR 162 corn variety developed by Syngenta AG, people who were
notified verbally by officials at the ministry said today. They asked not to be identified because information
hasn't been made public.


“The move, if it materializes, will be a boost for China's imports of U.S. corn,” said Li Qiang, managing
director and founder of Shanghai JC Intelligence Co., an agriculture industry consultant. It would also be
“a sign confirming the improving relationship between the two countries,” he said.


The easing of curbs on U.S. corn exports to its largest market for food and agricultural products comes
as China's government pushes forward with a campaign to gain public acceptance of genetically modified
agricultural products and seeks to expand food supplies. China is the world's biggest consumer of rice,
soybeans and wheat.
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China's corn imports will fall to a four-year low of 2 million tons in the year through September 2015,
according to forecasts by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. They could double to 4 million tons if the
import ban is lifted, according to Li at Shanghai JC Intelligence.


EPA Power Plant Rule Violates Plain Text of Air Act, Murray Energy Says


Posted December 16, 2014, 3:46 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


An Environmental Protection Agency proposal to regulate carbon dioxide from existing power plants is
illegal on its face and should be blocked, Murray Energy Corp. told a federal appellate court.


The EPA's proposed carbon dioxide emissions guidelines for existing power plants, known as the Clean
Power Plan, violate the “unambiguous” text of the Clean Air Act, which prevents the EPA from issuing both
national and state-by-state emissions standards for the same industrial source category, Murray Energy
said in a court brief filed yesterday in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.


The coal company argued that the EPA is inventing ambiguity in the statute where none exists and
that its proposed rule violates the explicit meaning of the Clean Air Act and should be blocked before it is
finalized.


“Because EPA’s actions are in direct contravention of the Clean Air Act, because this court has clear
authority to stop the ongoing harm caused by EPA’s unlawful conduct, and because there is no reason to
delay relief until EPA promulgates a final rule it does not even have the authority to propose, petitioner
Murray Energy Corporation respectfully requests that this court grant its petition for an extraordinary writ
and petition for judicial review, declare EPA’s legal conclusion not in accordance with law, and prohibit EPA
from proceeding to mandate state-by-state emission standards for source categories already subject to
Section 112,” the company said.


EPA Considers Making National Ozone Standards More Stringent


Posted December 16, 2014, 3:37 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


The Environmental Protection Agency Dec. 17 will formally open the comment period on its proposal to
set more stringent national ambient air quality standards for ozone.


The agency will accept comments on its proposed rule (RIN 2060-AP38) until March 17, which will give
the agency about six months to review comments and finalize its decision on the ozone standards by a
court-ordered deadline of Oct. 1.


The EPA has proposed to revise the primary, health-based ozone standard to between 65 parts per
billion and 70 ppb. The agency also proposed to set the secondary ozone standard, which is intended to
protect against decreased visibility, damage to crops and other public welfare concerns, somewhere within
the same range.


The agency estimated that its proposal to tighten the ozone standards would cost billions of dollars a
year to implement, but it would provide public health benefits that outweigh those costs.


In addition to its proposed range, the EPA has requested comment on retaining the current standard of
75 ppb, which was adopted by the Bush administration in 2008.


McConnell Says Keystone First Item on Senate Floor Next Year


Posted December 16, 2014, 2:58 P.M. ET


By Nancy Ognanovich


Incoming Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) said he plans to make legislation to force
construction of the Keystone XL pipeline the first order of business in January.


McConnell told reporters after a meeting of Republicans that the Keystone bill sponsored by Sen. John
Hoeven (R-N.D.) will be the first item he brings up on the floor when Republicans take over the Senate
next month.


McConnell said the legislation will be open to amendment and predicted the measure will be approved.
He said he will work to limit the amendments to those dealing with energy.
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“We’re optimistic we can pass it,” McConnell said.


McConnell, however, declined to say what legislation will be next in the queue.


“We’ll announce the next [item] a little bit later,” he said.


OMB Clears Rule Proposals That Would Cover Manufactured Goods


Posted December 16, 2014, 12:01 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


The Office of Management and Budget has cleared two new use rule proposals that would give the
Environmental Protection Agency the authority to determine whether the manufacture and use of certain
chemicals generally, including their use in manufactured goods, would pose an unreasonable risk to
human health or the environment.


The first significant new use rule proposal that OMB cleared yesterday would address 2,4-toluene
diisocyanate, 2,6-toluene diisocyanate and unspecified forms or “isomers” of toluene diisocyanate (TDI),
according to the EPA's description of it. TDIs are used to make coatings, paints, varnishes, wire enamels,
sealants, adhesives, polyurethane foams, nylon polymers and other chemicals.


The second SNUR proposal, also cleared yesterday, would address long-chain perfluoroalkyl
carboxylate (LCPFAC) chemicals, perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and perfluoroalkyl sulfonate (PFAS)
chemicals, a large family that includes perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS), the EPA said in the fall 2014
regulatory agenda.


Perfluorinated chemicals are a large category of substances used to make other chemicals called
fluoropolymers that give industrial and consumer products characteristics such as resistance to heat, oil
and water.


Latest Crude Oil Transport Sweep by New York, FRA Finds More Safety Flaws


Posted December 16, 2014, 3:30 P.M. ET


By John Herzfeld


A joint state-federal inspection sweep of tracks and rail tank cars used for crude oil transportation in
New York has uncovered 100 safety defects, including eight that require immediate action, Gov. Andrew
M. Cuomo (D) announced.


The inspection sweep was the latest in a series led by New York regulators since Cuomo sought to
raise the priority of crude oil transportation safety with a January executive requiring state agencies to
step up their oversight.


In early December, he issued a report citing enforcement progress at the state level and renewed his
calls for the federal government to follow suit and improve its regulatory controls.


In the inspections, Cuomo said yesterday, the state Transportation Department and the Federal
Railroad Administration Dec. 9 examined 704 tank cars and 95 miles of track at six locations.


The inspections covered the Frontier Rail Yard in Buffalo and Dunkirk Rail Yard in Chautauqua County,
N.Y., both owned by CSX Corp., and the Kenwood Rail Yard in Albany, owned by the Canadian Pacific
Railway. They also looked at the CSX mainline track between Schenectady and Selkirk, and the CP
mainline track between Albany and Whitehall and between Plattsburgh and the Canadian border.


EPA, USDA, CEQ Leaders Hail Virginia Nutrient Trading Proposal


Posted December 16, 2014, 1:53 P.M. ET


By Jeff Day


Virginia's proposed nutrient trading program could be a model for boosting rural economies and
helping finance major environmental restoration programs nationwide, the heads of the Environmental
Protection Agency, U.S. Department of Agriculture and White House Council on Environmental Quality
White House said Dec. 16.


The proposal would allow farmers to generate nutrient credits by implementing conservation practices.
The farmers could then sell the credits to developers and stormwater management agencies, reducing the
amount of pollution reduction they must achieve. The Virginia program would establish a rigorous
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certification program for the agricultural credits, a vital component, the officials said.


EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy told a meeting of the officials in Chantilly, Va., that nutrient trading
as it is planned in Virginia is “really a way to achieve” environmental gains at lower costs or no costs to
governments.


With government money limited, “you need to bring unlikely partners,” said Mike Boots, chairman of
White House Council on Environmental.


“Hopefully we'll replicate this across the United States,” said Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack.


Daily Environment Report 


Manage Your Subscriptions | Contact Us | Privacy Policy 


1801 South Bell Street, Arlington, VA 22202
Copyright © 2014 The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc.



http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup

http://www.bna.com/contact-us-cu4758/

http://www.bna.com/internet-privacy-policy-a4717/

http://www.bna.com/bna-copyright-usage-a4447/

http://cl.s4.exct.net/?qs=f71aeed5c610f8fac1f0278aacf4c892f87fb782d09e3458de9acc023863e6c9ce0cba56b1827803






From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Barolo, Mark; Anderson, Will; Worley, Ray; Gerber, Linda; Kwan, ChoYi; Grimm-Crawford, Barbara
Subject: Puerto Rico MTBE lawsuit - FYI
Date: Friday, September 06, 2013 11:49:30 AM
Attachments: image001.png


Enforcement
Puerto Rico Sues Petroleum, Chemical
Industry Over Alleged MTBE Contamination


By Anthony Adragna
Puerto Rico has filed a lawsuit in federal court claiming more than 60 petroleum and chemical companies and subsidiaries contaminated
drinking water and groundwater through releases of methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE), a gasoline additive, in violation of the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act and storage tank regulations (Commonwealth of Puerto Rico v. Shell Oil Co., D.P.R., No. 13-01678,
9/4/13).
In the Sept. 4 filing, Puerto Rico asked the U.S. district Court for the District of Puerto Rico to require the companies to remediate damaged
water supplies and fund water testing and future monitoring.
The complaint said the petroleum industry's use of MTBE has “created an unparalleled threat to the waters of the Commonwealth that are sources
for public and private drinking water supplies.”
It further said MTBE will continue to pose a “grave” risk to Puerto Rico's waters through the storage, purchase, and use of gasoline.
MTBE was added to gasoline by refiners and suppliers to meet federally mandated requirements under the 1990 amendments to the Clean Air
Act for certain cities, towns, and municipalities with severe and above ozone levels.
Among the dozens of companies, predecessors, successors, parents, subsidiaries, affiliates, divisions, and agents named in the lawsuit are
ExxonMobil Corp., Hess Corp., Texaco Petroleum Inc., Chevron Corp., Shell Oil Co., Sunoco Inc., Citgo Petroleum Corp., Lyondell Chemical
Co., and TCP Group Inc.
Violated Underground Storage Tank Regulations
According to the complaint, the companies violated Puerto Rico's underground storage tank regulations, which have been incorporated by
reference in federal regulations at 40 C.F.R. Part 282, Appendix A.
The commonwealth is seeking an order requiring the companies to investigate, repair, and close when necessary all storage tanks that are leaking
MTBE or pose a significant risk of leaking MTBE to prevent contamination of soils, waters, and other natural resources.
Puerto Rico is seeking an additional order requiring the companies to remediate all soils, waters, and other natural resources to remove all
detectable concentrations of MTBE that leaked from underground storage tanks.
The complaint said the disposal and storage of MTBE and other potentially hazardous substances endangers human health and the environment.
“Defendants' conduct is reprehensible, despicable, and was performed to promote sales of MTBE and/or gasoline containing MTBE in conscious
disregard of the known risks of injury to health and property,” the complaint said.
Additional counts in the complaint refer to unjust enrichment, defective design and failure to warn, public nuisance, trespass, and negligence.
Latest MTBE Legal Battle
MTBE has been the source of protracted legal battles throughout the United States. In July, a federal appeals court upheld a $104.7 million
damage award against ExxonMobil for polluting the water of New York City with the gasoline additive (In re Methyl Tertiary Butyl
Ether (MTBE) Prod. Liability Litig., 2d Cir., Nos. 10-4135, 10-4329, 7/26/13; 145 DEN A-8, 7/29/13).
In April, a federal jury awarded the state of New Hampshire $236 million after finding that the additive in gasoline sold by ExxonMobil
contaminated state waters (New Hampshire v. Hess Corp., N.H. Sup. Ct., No. 03-C-0550, 4/9/13; 69 DEN A-18, 4/10/13).
According to EPA, some research animals developed cancers or other noncancerous health effects when they inhaled high concentrations of
MTBE, but independent expert review groups have not concluded the additive poses any imminent risk to human health.
For More Information
The complaint in Commonwealth of Puerto Rico v. Shell Oil is available at http://op.bna.com/env.nsf/r?Open=aada-9b9rmn.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Beijing Targets Coal-Fired Power, Heavy
Industry, Older Vehicles in Action Plan
SHENZHEN, China—Beijing has adopted an action plan that calls
for restrictions on coal-fired power plants, heavily polluting
industries, and motor vehicle use in hopes of reversing its
worsening air pollution problems over the next...
 
Air Pollution
D.C. Circuit Had No Authority to Consider Key
Cross-State Arguments, Supreme Court Told
A federal appeals court that struck down the Cross-State Air
Pollution Rule did not have the authority to consider key
arguments, the Environmental Protection Agency told the U.S.
Supreme Court in a brief (EPA v. EME Homer City Generation
LP,...
 
Climate Change
Advances in Remote Sensing Will Improve
Climate Prediction Data, Scientist Says
STOCKHOLM—A lack of relevant data will "cease to be a limiting
factor" in predicting climate events such as drought and flood, a
U.S. climate scientist told Bloomberg BNA at the World Water
Week conference Sept. 5....
 
Climate Change
McCarthy, Moniz Agree to Testify
At House Hearing on Obama's Climate Plan
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy
and Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz will testify Sept. 18 at a
House hearing on President Obama's climate change plan, a
committee aide told Bloomberg BNA Sept. 5....
 
Climate Change
Rehearing Deadline Extended in Permit Case
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit has
granted requests made by the State of Texas and power industry
groups to extend the deadline to petition for rehearing in
litigation challenging the Environmental Protection...
 
Drilling
Fracking Boom Straining Water Supplies,



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=AGENCY&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:144

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=STATE&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:145

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=TRIBUNAL&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:146

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=INTL-ORGANIZATION&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:147

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=INTL-ORGANIZATION&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:147

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=FEDERAL-STATUTE&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:148

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/cases_issue.adp?prod=deln&emc=delnepa:deln:149

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=71E4E149CA3328C4FBE11241AFBB5D1B&type=list&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:150

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=96A258FD31AE6BBB6F9AFF3F81EED4E7&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:151

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=3637FF265BC704F6BE77A5FD1B1B5D33&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:152

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=5865B176E7BD6A0404F5B7770EF854B2&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:153

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/pdf_archive.adp?group_name=DENPDF&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:154

mailto:clayman.shari@epa.gov

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1H1H5H1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:110

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1H1H5H1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:110

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1H0Q5E5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:111

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1H0Q5E5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:111

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1G9Q5P9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:112

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1G9Q5P9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:112

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1H0R7G7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:113

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1H0R7G7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:113

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1H0V4F2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:114

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1G9E1K7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:115





But Information Lacking, Researcher Says
STOCKHOLM—The boom in hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, is
one of a number of factors that puts an increasing strain on local
water resources across the world, a Swedish researcher told
Bloomberg BNA Sept. 5....
 
Drilling
States Best Positioned to Regulate
Fracking, Western Governors Tell BLM
DENVER—States are best positioned to regulate oil and gas
development, the Western Governors' Association said in a Sept.
5 statement about the Bureau of Land Management's recently
reproposed rule governing hydraulic fracturing...
 
Emissions Trading
EU-ICAO Deal Would Apply Emissions Trading
Only to Parts of Flights Over European Area
PARIS—European Commission aviation negotiators agreed Sept. 4
in Montreal that the European Union will curtail the reach of its
carbon dioxide cap-and-trade framework to apply only to portions
of flights over its territory, according...
 
Endangered Species
Court Gives Wildlife Service Three Years
To Redesignate Habitat for Marbled Murrelet
A federal court ruled Sept. 5 that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service will have three years to complete a new designation of
critical habitat in the Pacific Northwest for a seabird, the marbled
murrelet (Am. Forest Res. Council v. Ashe, D.D.C.,...
 
Energy
Corn Crop, RIN Prices Show Renewable
Fuel Law Working, Ethanol Groups Say
Promising corn crop forecasts and plummeting renewable fuel
credit prices undermine the oil industry's push to repeal the
renewable fuel standard, ethanol groups said Sept. 5. ...
 
Energy
CRS Report Says 16 Energy Tax Breaks
To Expire in 2013 Unless Congress Acts
Several major tax credits related to energy are set to expire at
the end of 2013 unless Congress moves to extend them, the
Congressional Research Service said in a report released Sept.
4....
 
Energy
Dominion Wins Bidding for Ocean Parcel
Off Virginia Coast to Develop Wind Farm
Dominion Virginia Power has won the bidding to lease a 176-
square-mile ocean parcel off the coast of Virginia and announced
plans to construct a wind farm there able to generate up to 2,000
megawatts of electricity....
 
Energy
Energy Efficiency Bill Estimated to Save
$13.7 Billion Annually, Create 164,000 Jobs
Energy efficiency legislation slated for Senate consideration
following the summer congressional recess would save $13.7
billion annually, avoid 533 million metric tons of carbon dioxide
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emissions, and create 164,000 jobs by 2030, according...
 
Energy
U.N. Studies Impacts of Domestic Content
Requirements in Renewable Energy Policies
ST. PETERSBURG, Russia—The U.N. Commission on Trade and
Development is seeking the input of the renewable energy
industry in its evaluation of the economic and environmental
effectiveness of local content requirements proliferating...
 
Energy
Vitter Questions Whether Administration
Pressured FERC Chairman to Back EPA Rules
Sen. David Vitter (R-La.) said in a Sept. 5 letter that he believes
the heads of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and the
Environmental Protection Agency have colluded to downplay the
impact of new environmental regulations on the...
 
Enforcement
Puerto Rico Sues Petroleum, Chemical
Industry Over Alleged MTBE Contamination
Puerto Rico has filed a lawsuit in federal court claiming more than
60 petroleum and chemical companies and subsidiaries
contaminated drinking water and groundwater through releases
of methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE), a gasoline additive,...
 
EPA
Former EPA Administrator, Other Officials
To Testify Sept. 10 at Transparency Hearing
Former Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa
Jackson, along with former officials from the White House and
Energy Department, will testify Sept. 10 at a House Oversight
and Government Reform Committee hearing on government...
 
Hazmat Transport
PHMSA Seeks Comment on Boosting Safety
Of New, Existing Freight Rail Tank Cars
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration is
considering whether to tighten safety standards for freight rail
cars that commonly transport combustible and flammable liquids
across the United States and Canada, according...
 
Nanotechnology
EU Advisory Panel Extends Comment Period
On Cosmetic Ingredient Safety Opinions
The European Commission's Scientific Committee on Consumer
Safety is giving interested parties more time to comment on its
conclusions than nanoscale titanium dioxide and nanoscale zinc
oxide can safely be used in sunscreens....
 
Oil Spills
Funding Constraints Limited EPA's Cleanup
Of Abandoned Oil Wells, Internal Report Finds
Limited funding has delayed the Environmental Protection
Agency's ability to clean up abandoned oil well sites but has not
affected responses to classic emergency oil spills like tanker truck
rollovers and pipeline breaks, the EPA inspector...
 
Oil Spills
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Treasury Prepares Procedural Requirements
For Gulf Coast Restoration Trust Fund Grants
The Treasury Department is inviting public comment on the
procedural requirements it will require for administrators and
recipients of grants from the Gulf Coast Restoration Trust Fund,
established in the wake of the April 2010 Deepwater...
 
Pesticides
EPA Proposes Four-Year Conditional
Registration for Nanosilver-Based Pesticide
The Environmental Protection Agency has proposed to grant a
four-year conditional registration for an antimicrobial pesticide
with nanoscale silver....
 
Pesticides
EPA Submits Draft Rule on Pesticide Maker
Data Rights to Agriculture for Review
The Environmental Protection Agency sent a draft final rule to the
Agricultural Department that would revise regulations governing
the exclusive use and compensation rights of pesticide
manufacturers that submit data to register products,...
 
Radioactive Waste
NRC Plans Public Meetings for Input
On Draft EIS, Waste Confidence Rule
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission intends to hold 12 public
meetings this fall to receive input on a proposed rule on the
extended storage of spent nuclear fuel at reactor sites that have
been closed and the draft environmental impact study...
 
Sustainability
Companies Make Sustainability Commitments
But More Action Needed, U.N. Report Says
Companies involved in the world's largest corporate sustainability
initiative are making commitments but need to take more action
to implement them, the United Nations said in a report Sept. 5....
 
Sustainability
Coordinating Water Use, Energy Efficiency
Would Yield Multiple Benefits, Report Finds
LOS ANGELES—California's water conservation and energy
efficiency efforts would be more successful and less costly if
water and energy utilities coordinated their programs, according
to a report released Sept. 5 by the Pacific...
 
Toxic Substances
France Prepares to Propose EU Restrictions
On BPA Use in Thermal Paper Under REACH
PARIS—France's National Institute for Industrial Environment and
Risks (INERIS) has told Bloomberg BNA that it is surveying EU
manufacturers about the use of bisphenol A (BPA) in thermal
office paper as part of government preparations...
 
Water Pollution
Hubei Provincial Government Acts Quickly
To Share Information on Toxic Spill in River
SHENZHEN, China—Officials in China's central Hubei province
have acted quickly to provide information about an ammonia spill
that led to a fish kill in a 25-mile stretch of the Fu River north of
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the provincial capital of Wuhan, identifying...
 


BNA INSIGHTS


Third Circuit Extends New Source Review 'Past Violation'
Rulings
On Aug. 21, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit in the
Homer City case joined and then significantly extended the
consensus holdings of three other U.S. courts of appeal that a
failure to obtain a Prevention of Significant Deterioration...
 


CALENDAR


LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR
 
PRESIDENT'S CALENDAR
 


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines
 
SEPTEMBER 5 FEDERAL REGISTER
 
SEPTEMBER 6 FEDERAL REGISTER


 


This email is part of your subscription to Daily Environment Report (ISSN
1521-9402), which is published on the Web daily by The Bureau of National


Affairs, Inc., 1801 S. Bell Street, Arlington, VA 22202.


Request a FREE Web trial. For subscription information please contact your
local Bloomberg BNA Account Executive. For other inquiries please call or


send a request to the Bloomberg BNA Customer Contact Center: 1-800-372-
1033, Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. ET, excluding most federal


holidays.


To change your email preferences, visit http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup.


Please do not reply to this message. Replies to this message are routed to an
unmonitored mailbox. If you have questions please visit


http://www.bna.com/contact.


Registered Web subscribers can access the full text of these articles by using
the link supplied.


Copyright (c) 2013 by The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc., 1801 S. Bell
Street, Arlington, VA 22202. Use of this service is subject to the email


subscriptions terms and conditions of the license agreement with Bloomberg
BNA. Unauthorized access or distribution is prohibited.



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1D7X9E9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:138

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1D7X9E9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:138

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1H3P7K6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:139

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1H3P7U1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:140

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1H0Q7Z5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:141

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1G9B9G4&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:142

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1H0K4R1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:143

http://www.bna.com/trials/webleads_all.htm?emc=delnepa:deln:155

http://www.bna.com/contact/onlineforms.htm?emc=delnepa:deln:156

http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup?emc=delnepa:deln:157

http://www.bna.com/contact?emc=delnepa:deln:158

http://www.bna.com/corp/copyright?emc=delnepa:deln:159

http://www.bna.com/corp/license.htm?emc=delnepa:deln:160






View Recent Articles By:
Agencies
States
Courts
International
   Organizations
Federal Statutes
Cases Reported


Key Features:
Special Reports
Regulatory Agenda
Congressional Calendar
Comment Deadlines
PDF Archives


From: BNA Highlights
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Oct. 28 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report
Date: Monday, October 27, 2014 8:47:24 PM


Manage your email subscriptions
Email not displaying correctly? View publication in your browser.


     
Daily Environment Report


 Latest News   BNA Insights   PDF Issue Search Full Publication  


Tuesday, October 28, 2014 · Number 208 


The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you
by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted
and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have
any questions or no longer wish to receive these messages,
please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-
566-2370.


NEWS


Air Pollution
Beijing Tells Residents to Leave Town
To Clear Air Ahead of APEC Summit
China's desire that blue skies and traffic-free streets greet world
leaders at a summit in Beijing next week—after air pollution in
the capital reached hazardous levels at least 10 days so far this
month—is prompting the...


Biotechnology
Consolidation Hearing Set in Syngenta GE Corn Cases
A panel of federal judges will hold a hearing Dec. 4 in Charleston,
S.C., to determine whether to combine into one case nine
separate lawsuits against the agribusiness company Syngenta
Corp. over its line of genetically engineered corn (In...


Biotechnology
DuPont Spends $4.46 Million on GMO Initiative Fight
DuPont Pioneer, which manufactures genetically modified seeds,
has donated $4.46 million in an effort to defeat Measure 92, an
Oregon ballot initiative that would require labels on any food
product that contains genetically modified ingredients....


Chemicals
Despite EU Ban, Cosmetic Ingredients Can
Sometimes Be Tested on Animals, ECHA Says
Substances that are used in cosmetics sold in the European Union
in some cases can be tested on animals, despite a prohibition on
animal testing in the 2009 EU Cosmetics Regulation ((EC) No
1223/2009), the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) said...


Chemicals
European Union Science Service Solicits
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Expert Input on Chemical Testing on Animals
The European Union's Reference Laboratory for Alternatives to
Animal Testing called for expert comment Oct. 27 on the use of
repeated-dose studies on animals to determine the acute
systemic toxicity of chemicals that fall under the EU's...


Climate Regulation
Sustained Lobbying Push on EPA Standards
For Power Plants Continues, Records Show
At least 120 groups varying from public health advocacy
associations to large publicly traded companies reported lobbying
Congress during the third quarter of 2014 to express their views
on the Environmental Protection Agency's proposed...


Endangered Species
Fish and Wildlife Sends OMB Final Rule
On ESA Listing of Gunnison Sage Grouse
A final decision on whether to list the Gunnison sage grouse for
protection under the Endangered Species Act has been sent by
the Fish and Wildlife Service to the White House Office of
Management and Budget for review. ...


Energy
Keystone Opponents Energized by Drop
In Crude Oil Prices, Effect on Production
Falling oil prices have energized opponents of the proposed
Keystone XL pipeline....


Enforcement
West Virginia Revokes Lab's Certification
Following Plea on Falsified Water Testing
The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection has
revoked a water testing laboratory's certification after an
employee admitted falsifying samples and will require its coal
mine clients to submit new data prior to permitting....


Fuel Efficiency
China Could Link Taxes to Fuel Consumption 
To Push Efficient, Alternative Energy Cars
China is considering higher taxes on fuel and on the purchase of
inefficient cars to encourage consumers to buy smaller-engine
and alternative-energy vehicles, according to a report from an
automotive publication under the state-run People's...


International Climate
Lack of Progress at Bonn Climate Talks
Raises Stakes for December Lima Summit
Most of the central items on the agenda for the just-completed
Bonn Climate Change Conference were left unresolved, further
raising the stakes for the 20th Conference of the Parties summit
in Lima, which will take place a year before a global...


Invasive Species
New Round of Kalamazoo River Samples
Shows No Evidence of Asian Carp eDNA
Tests of 200 water samples from the lower Kalamazoo River
taken after genetic material from Asian carp was found in the
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area have all tested negative for traces of the invasive carp, the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources said Oct. 27....


Oil & Gas
Shell Seeks More Time in Arctic
To Overcome Oil Drilling Hurdles
Royal Dutch Shell Plc is asking the Obama administration for five
more years to explore for oil off Alaska’s coast, saying setbacks
and legal delays may push the start of drilling past the 2017
expiration of some leases....


Pesticides
Inspector General to Investigate
EPA's Handling of Pesticide Petitions
The inspector general of the Environmental Protection Agency is
launching an investigation into the agency's handling of public
petitions on pesticide issues, according to an Oct. 15 letter
released Oct. 27....


Pipeline Safety
PHMSA Requests Renewal of Information Collections
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration is
requesting to renew two pipeline safety information collection
requests on gas pipeline recordkeeping requirements and on
customer-owned service lines. These information...


Radioactive Waste
Three States Petition D.C. Circuit to Review
NRC Radioactive Waste Storage Rule
The attorneys general of New York, Connecticut and Vermont filed
a petition with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia on Oct. 27, asking the court to review and vacate the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission's recent rule for...


Regulatory Policy
Judge Denies EPA's Request to Clarify
Jurisdiction in Jobs Review Lawsuit
A federal district judge has denied the Environmental Protection
Agency's request to explain the court's jurisdiction to hear a
lawsuit seeking an employment impact analysis of Clean Air Act
regulations (Murray Energy Corp. v....


Renewable Energy
Solar Energy to Reach ‘Grid Parity' by 2016
In Nearly All States, Deutsche Bank Predicts
Solar energy will be cost competitive with retail electricity prices
in nearly all 50 states by 2016, Deutsche Bank said in a research
note. ...


Sustainability
U.S. Companies Advised to Get Ready
For EU's Sustainability Reporting Rules
Companies in the U.S. should take steps now to make sure they
are ready to comply with new European Union requirements for
sustainability reporting, analysts said Oct. 27....


Trade
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Deadline Extended for Environment Panel Members
Nominations for membership to the Environmental Technologies
Trade Advisory Committee (ETTAC) can be submitted until Nov.
14, the Commerce Department's International Trade
Administration said in a notice scheduled for Oct. 28 Federal...


Vehicle Fuels
Small Refiners Sue EPA After Denial
Of Exemption From Fuel Standard
Two petroleum refiners have sued the Environmental Protection
Agency after it denied their request to extend small refiner
exemptions from the renewable fuel standard (Lion Oil. Co. v.
EPA, 8th Cir., No. 14-3405, 10/24/14; Sinclair Wyoming...


Water Pollution
EPA Approves Most Proposed Changes
To Missouri's Water Quality Standards
The Environmental Protection Agency has issued a decision letter
approving most of the changes proposed by Missouri to its water
quality standards, including the state's decision to protect
previously unclassified lakes and streams...


Water Pollution
Fola Coal's Corrective Steps on Selenium
Don't Shield It From Penalties, Court Rules
A federal court ruled Oct. 23 that a coal mining company still may
be subject to injunctive relief and civil penalties for its excessive
selenium discharges, even though the company has moved to
correct and remedy its water pollution violations...


Water Pollution
Fourth Circuit Denies Interim Appeal
Certifying Discharge Permit Questions
A federal court of appeals will not decide whether coal companies
that hold discharge permits must meet all applicable state water
quality standards, including those not expressed as effluent
limits, while the district court case is pending...


Water Pollution
Green, Gray Infrastructure Blend Effective
For Stormwater Management, EPA Says
Communities can manage stormwater cost-effectively if they use
both traditional controls and alternative approaches such as green
roofs and rain gardens, according to a new report by the
Environmental Protection Agency....


Water Pollution
Webcast to Address Ebola Wastewater Concerns
A free webcast addressing concerns that the Ebola virus poses
threats to wastewater worker safety will be held 2-3 p.m. Nov. 4.
The webcast is jointly held by the Water Environment Federation,
Water Environment Research Foundation, National...


INTERVIEW


Gleick Discusses Water Quality, Quantity, Link to Energy
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Production
BBNA: The World Resources Institute released a report recently
saying water scarcity could have a significant impact on the
ability to develop shale oil and gas reserves. Do you see that
happening? ...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


OCTOBER 27 FEDERAL REGISTER


OCTOBER 28 FEDERAL REGISTER
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NEWS


Budget
N.Y. Comptroller Urges Reconsideration
Of Environmental Agency's Funding Levels
State funding for the Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) has barely kept pace with inflation over the past 10 years,
while the agency's responsibilities have grown, New York State
Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli (D) said...


Budget
Omnibus Bill Would Increase Interior Funds
But Not for Decision on Greater Sage Grouse
Regulatory decisions on sage grouse under the Endangered
Species Act will be blocked until at least Oct. 1 if the omnibus
continuing appropriations bill for fiscal year 2015 appropriations
(H.R. 83) becomes law as expected....


Budget
Omnibus Spending Bill Includes Funding
For Yucca Mountain, Other Energy Projects
The Yucca Mountain waste repository and other energy projects
opposed by the Obama administration would receive funding in
omnibus spending legislation (H.R. 83) that is expected to be
voted on Dec. 11, Jennifer Hing, a spokeswoman for the...


Budget
Omnibus Spending Bill Seeks to Weaken
Corps Dredge-and-Fill Permitting Authority
A last-minute provision inserted in the fiscal year 2015 spending
bill would restrict the authority of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to regulate dredge-and-fill activities under the Clean
Water Act....
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Budget
Spending Bill Would Cut $60M From EPA,
Maintain Loan Levels for Water Projects
A government spending package introduced in the House and
Senate would reduce funding for the Environmental Protection
Agency by $60.1 million from the prior fiscal year level, bringing
the agency's staffing to its lowest level since...


Budget
Spending Bill Would Increase PHMSA Funds,
Set January Deadline for Final Tank Car Rule
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration would
see a $9.1 million increase in congressional funding for fiscal year
2015 if the omnibus spending package (H.R. 83) released by
congressional leaders Dec. 9 passes Congress....


Chemicals
Coal-Washing Chemicals' Health Effects
To Be Studied by NTP Due to Elk River Spill
The National Toxicology Program will study the toxicities of nine
coal-washing chemicals that spilled into West Virginia's Elk River
in January, according to presentations staff made at an advisory
board meeting Dec. 10....


Chemical Security
Senate Passes Chemical Security Program
Extension by Voice Vote; House Vote Likely
The Senate passed by voice vote Dec. 10 legislation (H.R. 4007)
that would reauthorize a Department of Homeland Security
chemical security program for four years, sending it back to the
House for likely consideration before the end of this...


Chemicals
Final EPA Rules Restrict Seven Solvents' Use
In Consumer Products; Substitutes Available
The Environmental Protection Agency on Dec. 10 released online
final significant new use rules to restrict consumer product uses
of seven solvents....


Chemicals
OMB Clears New Use Rule for Phthalate,
Benzidine-Based Chemicals, Chloroalkane
The Office of Management and Budget cleared Dec. 8 a final new
use rule for di-n-pentyl phthalate (DnPP), a chloroalkane and
some benzidine-based chemicals....


Climate Science
University of Michigan Study to Focus on
Great Lakes Water Levels, Coping Strategies
A two-year University of Michigan study of Great Lakes water
levels is aimed at developing tools and partnerships that will help
businesses and planners cope with increasing volatility in water
levels, a trend in recent years, the university...


Coal Mining
Administration Should Convene Task Force
To Update Coal Lease Program, Report Says
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The Obama administration should develop a presidential task
force to offer recommendations for updating and improving the
nation's coal leasing program, the Center for American Progress
said in a Dec. 9 report....


Coastal Zones
S.C. Supreme Court Again Backs Limited
Seawall Permit Approval for Erosion Control
An administrative law judge misapplied South Carolina's coastal
protection regulations in making changes to a construction permit
for erosion-control devices, the South Carolina Supreme Court
ruled Dec. 10 (Kiawah Dev. Partners...


Congress
Keystone, Ozone, Grid Reliability Bills Will 
Pass Congress Early Next Year, Olson Says
Early in the next Congress, lawmakers will pass bills to limit the
Environmental Protection Agency's ability to revise the national
ozone standard, waive environmental regulations if a power plant
is ordered to operate during an emergency...


Energy
Energy Department Finalizes Loan Program
Opposed by Nuclear Critics, Taxpayer Groups
The Energy Department announced Dec. 10 it had finalized a
$12.5 billion loan guarantee program for nuclear energy projects
opposed by nuclear opponents and taxpayer watch dog groups.
...


Energy
FERC Grants Lawmakers' Request to Hold
Technical Conferences on Power Plant Rule
At the urging of several lawmakers, the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission has announced plans to conduct a series
of technical conferences on the Environmental Protection
Agency's clean power plan....


Energy
Xcel Energy Solar Program Rejected by Colorado PUC
The Colorado Public Utilities Commission Dec. 10 rejected a
program by Xcel Energy to create a premium solar program. The
Solar*Connect program did not provide a level playing field and
would subsidize utility profits, the Colorado Solar...


Enforcement
Former President of Freedom Industries
Charged With Post-Spill Bankruptcy Fraud
The former president of Freedom Industries Inc., the chemical
maker that in January contaminated drinking water for 300,000
West Virginia residents, was charged with fraud in the company's
bankruptcy filing, which was triggered by...


International Climate
At Lima Climate Talks, Oil Companies Reject
Goal of Global Fossil Fuel Phaseout by 2050
The draft text under negotiation at the Lima climate change
conference includes a goal of phasing out fossil fuel use globally
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by 2050, a sharp contrast to oil company research presented Dec.
10....


International Climate
Climate Change ‘Performance' Ranking Puts 
Denmark at Top, U.S. and China Far Down
Denmark is the most environmentally responsible industrialized
country in its actions to confront climate change, according to the
2015 Climate Change Performance Index from GermanWatch,
while the U.S. ranked 44th, just ahead of China....


International Climate
Countries, Environmental Groups at Odds
Over Green Fund's Role in $100B Pledge
More than 190 nations at international climate talks in Lima,
Peru, continued Dec. 10 to work on overcoming a serious rift over
the aid richer nations are to give to developing nations under a
2015 global climate deal....


International Climate
Delegates in Lima Work on Defining 
‘Differentiation' in 2015 Climate Pact
At the Lima climate talks Dec. 9, delegates at the Durban
Platform for Enhanced Action (ADP) negotiating track grappled
with determining how countries in various stages of economic
development will be divided and how their responsibilities...


International Climate
Draft Text for Climate Change Pact Grows, 
But Agreement on Language Remains Elusive
Negotiators at the United Nations-sponsored climate talks were
hoping to leave the Peruvian capital with progress on a workable
first draft of a new global pact to address climate change,
scheduled to be finalized a year from now....


International Climate
U.S. Defends Emissions-Reduction Pledge;
Kerry Slated to Address Lima Negotiations
U.S. climate negotiator Todd Stern defended his nation's pledge
to cut greenhouse gas emissions up to 28 percent by 2025,
saying Dec. 10 the target is a significant improvement over U.S.
commitments offered at the 2009 Copenhagen climate...


Invasive Species
Canada Proposes National Regulations to
Stem Introduction of Aquatic Invasive Species
Canada has published draft regulations to address the growing
risk from aquatic invasive species, including a prohibition on the
import, possession, transport and release of specified significant-
risk species....


Oil & Gas
Industrial Commission Sets Safety Standards
For Crude Oil Produced in North Dakota
The North Dakota Industrial Commission has approved new safety
standards for crude oil produced in the state, requiring producers
to separate light hydrocarbons from the crude to make it less
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volatile during shipment....


Oil & Gas
Safety Bulletin Highlights Fracking Hazards, 
Prevention Strategies to Reduce Risks
Workers involved in hydraulic fracturing operations face 32
separate health and safety hazards, ranging from chemical
exposures and unplanned detonations to dropped objects and
confined spaces, according to the Occupational Safety and...


Pesticides
European Chemicals Agency Warns of Next 
Year's Cutoff Date in EU Biocides Regulation
The European Chemicals Agency published updated guidance Dec.
10 detailing how companies dealing in biocidal substances and
products can ensure continued market access after Sept. 1, 2015,
when a requirement set out in the European Union's...


Pipeline Safety
Canada Proposes C$1 Billion Minimum
Spills Liability for Oil Pipeline Operators
The Canadian government has introduced proposed legislation to
set major oil pipeline operators' minimum liability for spills at C$1
billion ($870 million), with unlimited liability if the operator is
found to be at fault or negligent....


Solid Waste
EPA Finalizes New Definition of Solid Waste
Rule With Recycling, Environmental Goals
The Environmental Protection Agency Dec. 10 finalized revisions
to a 2008 Bush-era definition of solid waste regulation that it says
will balance the desire to reuse and recycle spent hazardous
products with the need for additional, "rigorous"...


Superfund
EPA Adds Colorado Smelter Site to Priorities List
The Environmental Protection Agency added the Colorado Smelter
Superfund site in Pueblo, Colo., to the National Priorities List in a
final rule scheduled for publication in the Dec. 11 Federal
Register. EPA said it had found elevated levels...


Superfund
EPA to Delete Belvidere, Ill., Site From NPL
The Environmental Protection Agency intends to delete the
Belvidere Superfund site in Illinois from its list of most
contaminated sites, according to a direct final rule scheduled for
publication Dec. 11 in the Federal Register. The site...


Vehicle Fuels
Oversight Committee Seeks Deadline for
EPA to Issue 2014 Renewable Fuels Rule
A senior Environmental Protection Agency official could not say
when the overdue renewable fuel standard for 2014 will be
finalized despite being repeatedly pressed for a target by
members of Congress Dec. 10....


Water Pollution
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Georgia Issues Water Permit for Nuclear
Units Despite River Advocate Concerns
Georgia regulators issued a final water-withdrawal permit for the
Plant Vogtle nuclear facility expansion, despite efforts by
environmental groups to have the permit delayed or require
further mitigation efforts to protect the Savannah...


Water Resources
Significant Surface Water Infiltrated
To Groundwater During Colorado River Pulse
A significant amount of surface water infiltrated into local aquifers
during a two-week pulse flow of Colorado River water in March
intended to restore the delta ecosystem, according to a report by
the International Boundary and Water Commission,...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


DECEMBER 10 FEDERAL REGISTER


DECEMBER 11 FEDERAL REGISTER
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Cost-Benefit Analysis of Mercury Rule
Big Part of Supreme Court Consideration
Two former top regulators said cost-benefit analysis will be
considered by the U.S. Supreme Court for the first time in years
when it hears a challenge to the Environmental Protection
Agency's mercury rule....


Air Pollution
EPA Seeking Comment on Proposal
To Revise National Ozone Standards
The Environmental Protection Agency Dec. 17 will formally open
the comment period on its proposal to set more stringent national
ambient air quality standards for ozone....


Biotechnology
Chinese Ban on Imports of GMO Corn
May Be Lifted as U.S. Trade Talks Begin
China's government has told traders and officials that the Ministry
of Agriculture has approved lifting a ban on imports of a
genetically modified corn variety that's commonly grown in the
U.S., as trade talks between the two countries...


Chemicals
Emerging Chemical Management Issues
Lead Regulators to Reset Milestone to 2030
Chemical regulators negotiating in Geneva acknowledged that
governments have fallen behind in their obligations to address
emerging chemical management goals, as well as long-standing
objectives such as eliminating lead in paint products....


Chemicals
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EPA Publishes Final Rule Covering Seven Glymes
The Environmental Protection Agency published Dec. 16 final
significant new use rules to restrict consumer product uses of
seven solvents (79 Fed. Reg. 74,639). The new rules, called
SNURs, will go into effect Feb. 17. The regulations, released...


Chemicals
New Toxicity Data Prompt EPA to Propose
To Revoke Two New Use Rules Issued in 1990
The Environmental Protection Agency will propose Dec. 17 to
revoke a significant new use rule it issued in 1990 due to new
toxicity data that shows the two chemicals covered by the rule
have inherently low toxicity....


Chemicals
Two Regulatory Proposals That Would Cover
Chemicals in Manufactured Goods Clear OMB
The Office of Management and Budget has cleared two new use
rule proposals that would give the Environmental Protection
Agency the authority to determine whether the manufacture and
use of certain chemicals generally, including their use...


Chesapeake Bay
Virginia Nutrient Trading Proposal Called
Model for Chesapeake Bay States, Others
Virginia's proposed nutrient trading program could be a model for
both restoring rural economies and helping finance major
environmental restoration programs nationwide, the chiefs of the
Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S....


Climate Change
New York State, City Fund Flood Protection System
State and city officials in New York have joined to commit $100
million for the study and design of an integrated flood protection
system in a waterfront section of Brooklyn vulnerable to the
impacts of climate change, Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo (D)...


Climate Regulation
EPA Power Plant Rule Violates Plain Text
Of Clean Air Act, Murray Energy Says
An Environmental Protection Agency proposal to regulate carbon
dioxide from existing power plants is illegal on its face and should
be blocked, Murray Energy Corp. told a federal appellate court (In
re Murray Energy Corp., D.C. Cir., No. 14-1112,...


Climate Regulation
EPA Proposed Ozone Standards Would Cut Into
Clean Power Plan Benefits, Economist Says
The Environmental Protection Agency's proposal to set a more
stringent national ozone standard would achieve public health
benefits that the agency currently has attributed to its proposed
carbon pollution limits on existing power...


Climate Regulation
House Panel Outlines ‘Fundamental Flaws'
With EPA's Plan on Power Plant Emissions
The Environmental Protection Agency's proposed carbon limits for
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existing power plants contains "fundamental flaws," and serious
consideration should given to whether states should devote
significant resources to meeting...


Coal Mining
OSM to Revise Coal Mine 'Blast Area' Definition
The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement will
revise its definition of "blast area" in its rules related to blasting
at coal mines and the resulting emissions from those operations.
The Office of Surface Mining will...


Endangered Species
Assessments of Pesticides' Species Impacts
Improving, EPA Says in Report to Congress
In a report to Congress, the Environmental Protection Agency and
other agencies laid out the progress they have made in reforming
how they evaluate the effects of pesticides on endangered
species....


Endangered Species
Colorado to Sue Over Gunnison Sage Grouse
Colorado has given notice of its intent to sue the Fish and Wildlife
Service over the service's decision to list the Gunnison sage
grouse as a threatened species. In a Dec. 12 60-day letter to the
service and the Interior Department, Colorado...


Endangered Species
Fifth Circuit Denies Full Court Rehearing
In Endangered Whooping Cranes Case
A federal appeals court declined to grant a full court hearing on
the issue of whether the deaths of endangered whooping cranes
in a wildlife refuge downstream from authorized water
withdrawals are too remote to prove a "take" under...


Energy
Appeals Court Extends Time for FERC
To Seek Supreme Court Review on Order 745
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission's demand response
compensation program will remain alive a little longer after a
federal appeals court extended a stay of its ruling that would end
the program (Elec. Power Supply Ass'n v....


Energy
Keystone Bill to Be ‘First’ for Consideration
In Republican Senate, McConnell Says
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) said Dec. 16 that
legislation to approve the Keystone XL pipeline would be "the first
item up" for consideration when Republicans take control of the
Senate in 2015....


Environmental Reviews
Detroit Bridge Company Seeks High Court
Review of U.S. Decision to Build Rival Span
The company that owns the Ambassador Bridge linking Detroit
with Windsor, Ontario, has asked the U.S. Supreme Court to
review an appeals court decision finding no fault with the Federal
Highway Administration's choice of location for...
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Gulf of Mexico
EPA Defends Its Role in Helping States
Reduce Size of Gulf of Mexico Hypoxic Zone
The Environmental Protection Agency is providing technical advice
to states on how to develop water quality criteria for nitrogen and
phosphorus in addition to helping them develop long-term
strategies for reducing these pollutants that...


Hazmat Transport
Crude-by-Rail to Peak in 2015-2016, Report Says
The practice of transporting crude oil by rail will likely peak
between 2015 and 2016, with rail remaining a staple transport
method for crude oil through 2020, according to a recently
released IHS Inc. study. Roughly 1.5 million barrels per...


Hazmat Transport
Latest Crude Oil Rail Transport Sweep
By New York, FRA Finds More Safety Flaws
A joint state-federal inspection sweep of tracks and rail tanker
cars used for crude oil transportation in New York has uncovered
100 safety defects, including eight that require immediate action,
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo (D) announced....


International Climate
UN's Clean Development Market Mechanism 
Future in Doubt, Largely Sidelined in Lima
The United Nations’ Clean Development Mechanism, a plan to use
market forces to curb greenhouse gas emissions that once was
hailed as among the most important and resilient parts of the UN
process to confront climate change, is fighting...


International Issues
European Commission Plans Withdrawal
Of EU Air, Waste Proposals for Review
The European Commission Dec. 16 said it will withdraw draft
European Union legislation on air quality and waste to review
them and re-propose legislative texts that are at least equally
"ambitious."...


Invasive Species
Invasive Snails More Prevalent in Great Lakes
Than Previously Thought, Researchers Say
Faucet snails, an invasive species that carries parasites deadly to
Great Lakes-area waterfowl, have been found in several new
locations throughout the Great Lakes basin, researchers said. ...


Natural Resources
White House Official Joins in Event to Boost
Use of Antiquities Act, Other Land Protection
The head of the White House Council on Environmental Quality
joined in an event Dec. 16 to promote conservation of public
lands, including use of the Antiquities Act by President Obama to
set areas off limits to development....


Oil & Gas
President Withdraws Bristol Bay, Alaska,
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From Consideration for Oil, Gas Exploration
President Obama announced Dec. 16 he was blocking the
possibility of leasing parts of Bristol Bay, Alaska, for oil and gas
exploration and production....


Pipeline Safety
Enbridge Inc. Reports ’Pinhole’ Leak
In Michigan Line; State Pledges Vigilance
A Michigan task force charged with looking at pipeline safety will
monitor an Enbridge Inc. pipeline in Michigan's Upper Peninsula
after a "pinhole leak" released a small amount of natural gas
liquid into the atmosphere, two...


Radioactive Waste
Wyden Demands Plan to Address Leaks
As Condition of Hanford Tanks Worsens
Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) demanded Dec. 16 the Energy
Department provide a schedule and plan within 90 days for
addressing leaking radioactive waste tanks at the Cold War-era
Hanford nuclear weapons complex in Washington state based on
a new...


Trade
Duties to Be Set by U.S. on Imports
of China, Taiwan Solar Panel Assemblies
The Commerce Department will set duties on solar products from
China and Taiwan that combined could exceed more than 200
percent, adding fuel to a renewable-energy clash between the
U.S. and China....


Vehicle Fuels
Bipartisan Policy Center Considers
Renewable Fuel Standard Reforms in Report
The Bipartisan Policy Center offered 40 recommendations to the
Environmental Protection Agency and lawmakers for improving
administration of the renewable fuel standard as part of a
report....


Water Infrastructure
North Carolina Agency Orders Owners
Of ‘High-Hazard’ Dams to Address Damage
The North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural
Resources has ordered the owners of three "high-hazard" dams in
the state to address serious structural problems....


Water Pollution
Coalition of Alabama Advocacy Groups Maps
Coal Ash Sites, Calls for Tough Federal Rules
A coalition of Alabama river advocacy groups released a map
illustrating the location of coal ash storage sites relative to
downstream drinking water intakes....


Water Pollution
Stormwater Permit Issued for New Mexico
By EPA to Help Restore Rio Grande
The Environmental Protection Agency has issued an Albuquerque,
N.M.-area permit designed to protect the Rio Grande....
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NEWS


Air Pollution
U.S. Metro Areas Record Fewer Days
With Excessive Ozone, EPA Data Show
Major U.S. metropolitan areas recorded fewer days in which
ozone levels exceeded national ambient air quality standards
during the 2014 ozone season than in previous years, according
to data collected by the Environmental Protection Agency....


Chemical Security
One in Three Children at Risk of Potential
Chemical Facility Accidents, Report Finds
Industrial facilities should be required to use safer technologies
and processes when feasible and should not be sited near major
population centers to reduce risks to children from hazardous
chemicals, a report from the Center for Effective...


Chemical Security
Optimism on CFATS Bill Rises as Sponsor
Of House Version Endorses Senate Changes
The House sponsor of legislation to reauthorize the Department of
Homeland Security's chemical security program supports Senate
changes to his legislation and remains optimistic it can be
enacted into law this year. ...


Chemicals
EPA's Inspector General Examines Green Chemistry
The Environmental Protection Agency's inspector general is
reviewing the accomplishments of the agency's Presidential Green
Chemistry Challenge Awards, the office announced Oct. 2. The IG
will audit contributions the EPA says...


Chemicals
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EPA Issues Final Report on Benefits, Limits
Of New Data Sources, Analysis Techniques
Enhanced scientific literature search methods, computational
toxicology and the results of high throughput assays that
measure the biological activity of cells, zebrafish embryos and
other living matter can improve chemical risk assessments,...


Chemicals
Inspector Reviews EPA's Pollution Prevention Grants
The Environmental Protection Agency's Office of Inspector
General is reviewing the accomplishments of the agency's
pollution prevention grants, it announced in a memo released
Oct. 2. The Office of Inspector General said it will...


Chemicals
Official: Norway, ECHA Collaboration Could 
Trigger EU-Wide Ban on Flame Retardant
Cooperation between Norway and the European Chemicals
Agency (ECHA) may be a precursor to an EU-wide ban on the
brominated flame retardant decabromodiphenyl ether (DecaBDE),
a Norwegian Environmental Directorate official told Bloomberg...


Chemicals
Rubber Chemical Is Human Carcinogen,
Three Other Compounds May Be, HHS Says
The Department of Health and Human Services has classified
ortho-toluidine, a chemical used to make rubber, herbicides, dyes
and pigments, as a known human carcinogen....


Chesapeake Bay
Maryland OKs $10M for Water, Sewage Plant Work
The Maryland Board of Public Works has approved $10.2 million
in grants and revolving fund loans to upgrade and repair
municipal water and wastewater systems in the Chesapeake Bay
watershed. Most of the funding, $6.5 million, will go toward...


Climate Regulation
EPA's Power Plant Rule Needs Redesign
Of Emissions Goals, Deadlines, Utility Says
The compliance deadlines and emissions targets for the
Environmental Protection Agency's power plant rule are
unrealistic, unattainable and should be redesigned, an official of
American Electric Power said Oct. 2....


Climate Regulation
Report: Oil, Gas Well Methane Controls Available
At least 76 companies manufacture controls or provide services to
reduce methane emissions from the oil and natural gas industry,
Datu Research LLC said in an Oct. 2 report prepared for the
Environmental Defense Fund. The methane mitigation...


Congress
Utah Representative Likely Has Clear Path
To Chair House Natural Resources Panel
Rep. Rob Bishop (R-Utah) appears to have a clear path to chair
the House Natural Resources Committee to succeed retiring
chairman Rep. Doc Hastings (R-Wash.) after the only Republican
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in Bishop's path told Bloomberg BNA Oct. 2 that he wouldn't...


Drinking Water
EPA Inspector General Announces Plans
To Look at Noncompliant Small Systems
The Environmental Protection Agency's Office of Inspector
General announced its intent to evaluate the agency's efforts to
correct noncompliance at small drinking water systems with
serious violations....


Endangered Species
California Farmers Ask High Court to Review
Delta Smelt Case; Reverse 1978 ESA Ruling
California farmers asked the U.S. Supreme Court to hear oral
arguments on an appeals court decision upholding a 2008
biological opinion that concluded federal and state water pumping
projects jeopardized the delta smelt and its habitat (Stewart...


Endangered Species
Federal Court Finds Reclamation Must
Invoke Legal Authority to Augment Flows
The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation's claim that it had legal authority
under a 1955 statute to augment flows in the Trinity River to
protect salmon on the lower Klamath River was rejected Oct. 1 by
a federal court in Fresno, Calif. (San Luis &...


Energy
Rail Capacity May Be Inadequate to Meet
Winter Energy Demand, Utility Officials Warn
Executives from across the energy industry have serious concerns
that if the upcoming winter is as harsh as the previous one, U.S.
railroad companies won't be able to deliver enough fuel to power
plants to meet their increased demand....


Environmental Justice
Advocates Worry Environmental Justice
Won't Get Into State Power Plant Plans
Environmental justice advocates are worried that state plans for
reducing carbon dioxide emissions from power plants won't
adequately consider environmental justice....


Environmental Justice
EPA to Release Environmental Justice
Screening Tool This Fall, Official Says
The Environmental Protection Agency will release to the public
this fall a tool it uses to consider environmental justice prior to
making policy, regulatory or other decisions, a senior EPA official
said....


Hydraulic Fracturing
Baker Hughes Disclosing All Chemicals
It Uses in Fracking, Claims No Trade Secrets
Drilling services company Baker Hughes Inc. has begun disclosing
all of the chemicals in uses in hydraulic fracturing operations....


Hydraulic Fracturing
Court: Broomfield, Colo., Fracking Ban 
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Doesn't Apply to Oil, Gas Efforts in Accord
A voter-approved city ban on hydraulic fracturing can't apply
retroactively to oil and gas operations covered by a prior
agreement, a judge in Colorado has ruled (Sovereign Operating
Co. LLC v. City and Cnty. of Broomfield, Colo. Dist....


International Climate
Candidate for Top EU Climate Role Promises 
Action on Emissions Trading, Fracking
The nominee to oversee the European Union's climate policy
through 2019 told the European Parliament that he favors
advancing by several years a proposed fix for the EU emissions
trading system (ETS), and that he would consider proposing...


Oil Spills
Anadarko Seeks Rehearing on Liability
For Gulf Spill, Says Discharge Tied to Vessel
Anadarko Petroleum Corp. shouldn't be held liable for Clean
Water Act penalties related to the Deepwater Horizon explosion
because the oil discharge occurred from a vessel owned and
operated by BP and Transocean Ltd. and not the well in...


Renewable Energy
Global Clean-Energy Spending Reaches 
$175 Billion on China Solar Investment
About $175 billion was spent globally on renewable energy
projects during the first three quarters, up 16 percent from the
same period last year, with Chinese solar investment at a record,
according to a Bloomberg New Energy Finance report....


Renewable Energy
U.S. Approval of Solar Farm in Southern 
California Challenged Over Threat to Eagle
A lawsuit challenging the Bureau of Indian Affairs' approval of a
solar farm on a Southern California reservation has been filed in
federal court over the project's impacts on migratory birds
(Protect Our Cmtys. Found. v. Black, S.D....


Risk Assessment
EPA Issues Guidance on Using Data, Not Defaults
The Environmental Protection Agency has issued final guidance to
help risk assessors use scientific data rather than default
assumptions as they estimate risks chemicals pose to people. The
guidance, to be announced in an Oct. 3 Federal Register...


Superfund
EPA Proposes $252 Million Plan for Final
Phase of Cleanup at New Jersey Waste Site
The Environmental Protection Agency Oct. 1 proposed a $252
million plan to clean up a nine-mile stretch of Bound Brook as the
fourth and final phase of the cleanup of the Cornell-Dubilier
Electronics superfund site in South Plainfield, N.J....


Vehicle Fuels
State Coalition Asks White House
To Increase 2014 Renewable Fuel Standard
An Environmental Protection Agency proposal to reduce the
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renewable fuel standard blending requirements for 2014 already
is having an economic impact on biodiesel production, a state
coalition warned the White House in a letter....


Water Pollution
Draft Permit for Massachusetts Municipal
Storm Systems to Improve Controls, EPA Says
A draft general permit issued by the Environmental Protection
Agency for municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s) in
Massachusetts would update stormwater control efforts in up to
260 municipalities, better protecting rivers, streams,...


Water Pollution
Environmental Groups Threaten Citizen Suit
Over Sewage Spills Into Pennsylvania Stream
Two Pennsylvania environmental groups announced plans to file a
citizen suit against Tredyffrin Township and its municipal
authority over raw sewage discharges to an exceptional-value
stream that runs through Valley Forge National Historical...


Water Pollution
EPA Working with States, Utilities to Identify
Treatment Plant Vulnerabilities, Adaptation
The Environmental Protection Agency is collaborating with states
and utility representatives to ensure wastewater treatment plants
conduct vulnerability assessments and have adaptation
strategies, a senior agency official said Oct....


Water Pollution
Green Infrastructure as Injunctive Relief
Useful in Settlements, EPA Official Says
The Environmental Protection Agency is now asking the courts to
approve the use of grassy swales, rain barrels and other green
infrastructure approaches as injunctive relief in settlements over
Clean Water Act violations, an EPA official...


Water Pollution
Integrated Plans for Wastewater, Stormwater
Still Not Seen in Permits, EPA Official Says
Federal and state permitting authorities are still waiting to see a
Clean Water Act discharge permit incorporate an integrated plan
for prioritizing and managing stormwater and wastewater
projects, according to an Environmental Protection...


Water Resources
EPA Announces $183.5 Million for California
Water Quality, Conservation Infrastructure
The Environmental Protection Agency is providing $183.5 million
for California to help with improvements to local water and
wastewater infrastructure and to reduce water pollution. ...


Wetlands
Louisiana Levee Board Under Fire After
Suing Energy Companies Over Marsh Losses
Paul Kemp moved to Louisiana in the 1970s, a young geologist
fascinated by the Mississippi Delta and eager to "get some mud
between my toes."...
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: EPA faces "14 accusations on ethanol
Date: Monday, September 15, 2014 7:35:49 AM


News Headline: EPA faces '14 accusations on ethanol | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Hill - Online, The
News Text: The American Petroleum Institute and renewable energy groups are furious with the
Environmental Protection Agency for “playing politics” with the nation's ethanol mandate.
 
These groups rarely see eye to eye, but they both agree the Obama administration is flip-flopping on
the Renewable Fuel Standard to save face as the midterm elections approach — or as Jon Doggett of
the National Corn Growers Association put it, “for all the wrong reasons.”
 
“Again and again and again, we find ourselves at the mercy of policies that can be changed for all the
wrong reasons,” he said.
 
The Renewable Fuel Standard requires oil refiners to mix a certain amount of ethanol into their fuel
before they ship it off to gas stations around the country.
 
Groups like the American Petroleum Institute (API) always want the mandate to be lowered to
increase the amount of crude oil in the supply, while some green groups also want to abolish the
mandate, but for other reasons.
 
The Environmental Working Group, for instance, argues that the Renewable Fuel Standard
encourages farmers to cut down more trees so they have more fields to grow corn — a process that
may actual use more energy and emit more greenhouse gases than traditional fuels.
 
But the National Corn Growers Association and other pro-ethanol groups want the mandate to be
raised.
 
Last November, the EPA proposed to cut the ethanol mandate for the first time to 15.21 billion
gallons from 16.55 billion gallons in 2013, because some say ethanol is raising gas prices at the
pump.
 
EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy is now signaling that the agency will do a 180 degree turn and
actually raise the ethanol mandate when it releases the new Renewable Fuel Standard in the coming
weeks.
 
“Moving forward, the administration is very committed to renewable fuels and to having a strategy
that consistently increases that,” McCarthy said earlier this month during a speech in New York City
when asked about the upcoming ethanol mandate.
 
McCarthy's comments have API up in arms, because what the oil industry once thought of as a step
in the right direction has now all but disappeared.
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Bob Greco, the API's top fuels expert, says the Obama administration is caving to political pressure to
help Democrats in the midterm elections.
 
In the Iowa Senate race, Rep. Bruce Braley (D) is running to fill retiring Sen. Tom Harkin's (D-Iowa)
seat and has asked the administration to protect the ethanol mandate, which he argues has created
tens of thousands of jobs in his corn-growing state.
 
“You don't have to be a political insider to see how the Iowa Senate race — and the White House's
fear they will lose control of the Senate — plays into this decision,” Greco argued.
 
“Rather than protecting [Senate Majority Leader] Harry Reid's job, Obama ought to be putting the
interests of consumers first,” Greco said.
 
Renewable energy groups have also expressed frustration with the Obama administration, arguing
political pressure affects the Renewable Fuel Standard.
 
“Politics are playing a role on both sides and not just in the Iowa Senate race,” Doggett said.
 
The ethanol mandate has long been sacrosanct in Iowa, one of the nation's top corn-producing
states. Over the years, candidates for president in both parties have backed the mandate while
seeking to win the nation's first presidential caucus state.
 
The renewable energy groups point out that McCarthy hinted the EPA is considering raising the
mandate only because demand for gasoline is growing, but if demand were to fall again they're
afraid they could be stuck in the same position consistently seeking a higher mandate.
 
Brent Erickson, executive vice president of the Biotechnology Industry Organization, said lack of
consistent growth in the Renewable Fuel Standard has “undercut” and “chilled” investment in the
industry.
 
Steve Hartig, general manager at Poet DSM Advanced Biofuels, called the EPA's recent fluctuations
on the Renewable Fuel Standard “very discouraging.”
 
“What we'd like is for them to stick with the law and move forward,” Hartig said.
 
 
Return to Top
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Other voices: How ethanol boosts the price of your hamburger | 
 
Outlet Full Name: St. Paul Pioneer Press - Online
News Text: Checked the price of hamburger at the grocery store lately? Whoa!
 
Beef prices have been soaring, along with the cost of dairy, fruits and vegetables. Drought in
California and elsewhere accounts for some of the rise. Strong demand for U.S. food from abroad
accounts for some too. Not much consumers can do about that, other than applaud an agricultural
export economy that creates so many American jobs.
 
For one big factor behind the high price of food, though, you can blame Uncle Sam.
 
Americans pay a premium for beef in part because of misguided energy and farm policy. Under
federal rules, oil refiners are required to blend a huge amount of ethanol into the nation's gasoline
supply. Most of that ethanol is being produced from corn that otherwise would be available for
breakfast cereal, sweeteners and edible oils, as well as for animal feed.
 
Nearly 40 percent of the U.S. corn crop is diverted to the gas tank, by government decree. Cattle, in
particular, require large amounts of grain in their diets to grow from calves to market weight. Under
pressure from high feed costs over the years, cattle producers who must compete for grain with
ethanol makers have cut back their herds. With livestock supply down, and ranchers' production
costs so stubbornly high, you'll pay more money to slap a steak on the grill.
 
Last year, the government took a baby step toward reducing the impact of its ethanol policy on food
prices. For the first time, the Environmental Protection Agency proposed taking a break from the
relentless annual increases in its Renewable Fuel Standard.
 
The RFS, as it's called, dictates the amount of ethanol that must be blended into the nation's fuel
supply. Congress approved it largely as a means to encourage commercial production of ethanol
from inedible ingredients such as grass or wood chips. Nearly a decade after being enacted, the
policy has failed miserably. Most ethanol being produced in the U.S. still comes from corn.
 
The renewable fuel industry's other arguments in favor of the RFS likewise fall flat. For instance,
ethanol production has done almost nothing to reduce America's dependence on foreign oil. The
boom in domestic oil production from a new extraction technique known as fracking has done that
job nicely, overshadowing any benefits from biofuels. Nevertheless, the government's RFS mandate
has been scheduled to keep going up, transferring wealth from American consumers to politically
favored ethanol producers and corn growers.
 
The EPA's current, first-ever proposal to lower the RFS is modest: The amount of renewable fuel
being required would inch down from 16.55 billion gallons in 2013 to 15.21 billion in 2014. Still, the



mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=22D4FACCC849406CB979BC1DF70A220D-JUJOHNSO

mailto:OLEMOUSTEveryone@epa.gov





crop-farming and renewable-fuel lobbyists are ramping up pressure on the EPA to reverse itself.
They want you buying corn-based ethanol.
 
Anyone planning to fire up the grill this summer should be outraged at the prospect of an EPA flip-
flop on this issue, but it may yet happen in the weeks ahead.
 
Meantime, uncertainty about EPA ethanol policy has left the motor-fuel industry hanging. By making
it difficult for the industry to plan and budget effectively, that uncertainty raises costs for oil refiners,
and, ultimately, for motorists, as the U.S. Government Accountability Office highlighted in a recent
study.
 
No way should the EPA let vested interests in the corn and ethanol businesses prevent it from
mitigating the impact of a bad policy. The agency should stand by the cut it has proposed, and keep
cutting more, until the RFS is eliminated altogether.
 
-- The Chicago Tribune
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Latest Developments


Conference on Water Resources Legislation Described as Headed Toward April 30 Finish


Posted March 18, 2014, 4:07 P.M. ET


The House-Senate conference working to reconcile two water infrastructure bills appears headed
toward a windup of the work at the end of April, according to Michael Toohey, president of the Waterways
Council, a coalition supportive of waterborne shipping.


The details of the compromises developed by lawmakers and staff are being kept confidential by
conference participants, but Toohey, at a March 18 news briefing, said it was his impression the
participants intend to allow maybe one more project authorization to get into the bill.


The Water Resources Reform and Development Act (H.R. 3080) would authorize funding for U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers projects including construction and maintenance of dams, locks, levees, river channels,
harbors and environmental restoration projects.


If another project receives the final bureaucratic approval of a chief of engineer's report by—
approximately—the end of April, the conferees then could make their recommendation on a final bill to
both houses of Congress, Toohey said. His council lobbies for the interests of a spectrum of carriers, their
shipping customers, port authorities and other interested parties.


The House bill would not approve funding of any additional projects beyond those specified in the
legislation passed in October. The Senate version, approved in May, would approve funding of any projects
with chief's reports at the time the legislation is signed into law. For conferees, the task is to work out a
compromise cutoff point for projects, Toohey said.


Environmentalists Say Natural Gas Exports Inconsistent With Obama's Climate Plan


Posted March 18, 2014, 1:37 P.M. ET


A group of leading environmentalists in a letter condemn the “irrational and fast-track strategy” of
exporting liquefied natural gas after fracking it, and call on President Barack Obama to end any support for
hydraulic fracturing and commit to leaving fossil fuels in the ground.


“Instead of a gas rush, we ask you to double down on your ongoing efforts to improve energy
efficiency and expand wind and solar power nationwide,” the March 18 letter states. “Let that be your
legacy, not a reckless dash to gas that will harm all future generations.”


Signatories of the letter include 350.org, the Center for Biological Diversity, Earthjustice, the Sierra
Club, the Waterkeeper Alliance and Friends of the Earth.


The groups ask Obama to instruct the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to conduct a full


From: BNA Highlights
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Mar 18 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report - Latest Developments
Date: Tuesday, March 18, 2014 4:27:35 PM


Manage your email subscriptions


Email not displaying correctly? View publication in your browser.


     
Daily Environment Report


 
The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be
copyrighted and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have any questions or no longer wish to receive these
messages, please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-566-2370. 



mailto:bhighlig@bna.com

mailto:Smith.TimR@epa.gov

http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup

http://news.bna.com/deln

mailto:clayman.shari@epa.gov





environmental impact statement on the proposed Cove Point liquefied natural gas export facility in Lusby,
Md.


The FERC has elected to conduct an environmental assessment of the proposed project rather than a
more in-depth environmental impact statement. The proposed facility would take fracked natural gas
produced in Appalachia and liquefy 770 million cubic feet per day and export it to Asia from a terminal in
the Chesapeake Bay.


Maryland Sens. Barbara Mikulski (D) and Ben Cardin (D) in a March 6 letter called on FERC to offer
additional public hearings on the project.


Companies Sign Up for Protective Program as Decision Nears on Lesser Prairie Chicken


Posted March 18, 2014, 11:43 A.M. ET


Eight oil and gas companies, 14 electric utilities and a handful of other companies have signed
conservation agreements for the lesser prairie chicken as a March 31 deadline approaches for a federal
decision on whether to provide the bird with Endangered Species Act protections.


The Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, an interstate regulatory association
spearheading the conservation plan, is in discussions with at least 12 more oil and gas companies on
enrolling them in the program, according to Bill Van Pelt, the association's grassland coordinator.


Two wind farm operators and one natural gas pipeline operator also have signed conservation
agreements, and more are in discussions to do so, Van Pelt told Bloomberg BNA March 17.


A listing of the species as threatened could have an impact on a wide range of activities in a five-state
area of oil and gas fields, wind energy installations, electric transmission lines, ranches and farms. The
conservation agreements involve not only protective steps but also payment of fees to help fund
protections by other landowners in the bird's range, including parts of Colorado, Kansas, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, and Texas.


The association's team for the conservation plan was to meet within a few days in Austin, Texas, to
review applications by landowners to participate in the program, with 47 applications pending, Van Pelt
said. The team would have to evaluate the applications in terms of such factors as how much acreage was
needed and how much the program could afford.


NYC Urges Supreme Court to Deny Review in MTBE Groundwater Case


Posted March 18, 2014, 3:37 P.M. ET


The City of New York urged the Supreme Court of the United States to deny review of a case that
upheld a $104.69 million damages award against Exxon Mobil Corp. for the contamination of city drinking
water resources with the gasoline additive methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE), saying the case does not
violate the ripeness doctrine and that the claims are not preempted by the Clean Air Act's oxygenate
mandate ( Exxon Mobil Corp. v. City of New York, U.S., No. 13–842, opposition brief filed 3/17/14 ).


In an opposition brief filed March 17, the City of New York, the New York City Water Board and the
New York City Municipal Water Finance Authority said that contrary to arguments raised in Exxon's
petition, the case was brought to recover past, present and future damages caused by Exxon's tortious
conduct that already contaminated the Station 6 groundwater and that “Exxon's real quarrel is with the
settled common-law principle allowing a claim for future damages.”


Countering Exxon's arguments that the Clean Air Act's oxygenate mandate preempted the state tort
claims, the opposition brief said that federal law required the use of some oxygenate, but that it didn't
require manufacturers to use MTBE and that the Second Circuit's decision didn't conflict with U.S. Supreme
Court precedent on the issue of preemption.


Methanol Shows Promise as Vehicle Fuel But Lacks Infrastructure, Officials Say


Posted March 18, 2014, 4:11 P.M. ET


Methanol shows many benefits as a transportation fuel but needs to compete with a crowded
alternative fuels market, administration officials said at the 2014 Methanol Policy Forum.


It could take a decade to sell enough methanol fuel vehicles to make investment in the necessary
fueling infrastructure economical, Patrick Davis, director of the Energy Department's Vehicles Technologies
Office, said March 18.


“That's not unique to methanol,” he said. “That's unique to any fuel that's going to enter the market,







but nevertheless pretty important.”


Despite the promise, Davis said the Energy Department is doing very little research into methanol as a
vehicle fuel. However, the recent boom in natural gas production could revive interest in methanol, he
said. “With low domestic natural gas prices methanol could be produced at a price that's advantageous,”
Davis said. Natural gas can be used as a feedstock to efficiently produce methanol.


Matthew Brusstar, deputy director of the Environmental Protection Agency's National Vehicle and Fuel
Emissions Laboratory, said the agency began researching methanol as a transportation fuel in the 1980s,
particularly for its ability to reduce emissions of ozone precursors. Low gasoline prices in the 1990s and
development of reformulated gasoline to reduce ground-level ozone limited the appeal of methanol, he
said.


Growing commercial acceptance of alternative fuels such as liquefied natural gas, electricity and
propane could revive interest in methanol as a fuel, Brusstar said. In 2012 the EPA and the United Parcel
Service collaborated on a dual-fuel diesel and methanol delivery truck that was capable of meeting the
agency's emissions standards while burning as much as 50 percent methanol. Brusstar said the technology
is very similar to diesel engines currently in use and could be rapidly commercialized.


EPA Regional Offices Refuse to Grant Petitions for Stormwater Runoff Regulation


Posted March 18, 2014, 1:12 P.M. ET


Two regional offices of the Environmental Protection Agency rejected, while a third regional office
refused to accept or reject, petitions filed by 10 environmental groups in mid-2013 that sought the
requirement of Clean Water Act permits for stormwater runoff from existing industrial, commercial and
other institutional sites such as airports, hospitals, schools and universities, a Natural Resources Defense
Council attorney told Bloomberg BNA March 18.


Rebecca Hammer, project attorney for NRDC's water program, said the EPA regional offices 3 (mid-
Atlantic) and 9 (Southwest and California) rejected the petitions outright, while Region 1 (New England)
said it would neither grant nor deny, but rather would perform additional investigation into the impact of
stormwater runoff from such sites.


The March 13 letters responded to the petitions, which invoked the agency's residual designation
authority to regulate stormwater under the Clean Water Act. This authority allows the EPA regional office
or the delegated state permitting agency to require National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
permits for stormwater discharges from unregulated sources that they determine are contributing to a
violation of water quality standards.


The NRDC, American Rivers and the Conservation Law Foundation on behalf of seven regional
environmental groups submitted separate petitions in July 2013 to the EPA Regions 1, 3 and 9.


They said stormwater containing copper, lead, nitrogen, phosphorus, sediments, zinc and other
oxygen-depleting compounds runs off impervious surfaces (for example, roads and parking lots) of
commercial sites, industrial facilities and large institutions, contaminating nearby waterways.


Science Association Steps Into Policy Arena With Call for Cuts in U.S. Emissions


Posted March 18, 2014, 11:34 A.M. ET


Expressing concern over what it views as stubborn public skepticism of the causes and risks of climate
change, the world’s largest scientific society said March 18 it is stepping more forcefully into the policy
debate and going forward will call directly for cuts in U.S. greenhouse gas emissions.


“Waiting to take action will inevitably increase costs,” the American Association for the Advancement
of Science, which represents more than 100,000 scientists, said in a new report, “What We Know: The
Reality, Risks and Response to Climate Change.” The AAAS said about 97 percent of scientists “have
concluded that human-caused climate change is happening.” Those scientists are increasingly worried that
debate over whether climate change is real may be distracting the public from the “real risk, however
small” of unpredictable and potentially irreversible climate changes, from disruption of the Gulf Stream to
melting of the Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets.


The AAAS also launched March 18 a “What We Know” campaign in hopes of convincing the American
public that there is now a scientific consensus that climate change is occurring and that cutting emissions
now can avert climate catastrophe.


Dow Seeks Approval for Cotton Engineered to Resist 2,4-D, Glufosinate


Posted March 18, 2014, 3:54 P.M. ET
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Dow AgroSciences LLC is seeking approval from the Agriculture Department for a new variety of cotton
engineered for resistance to the herbicides 2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic acid, commonly referred to as 2,4-
D, and glufosinate.


Dow petitioned the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service for a determination of nonregulated
status, a de facto approval, for DAS-8191Ø-7 cotton and any future cotton lines derived from crosses
between that cotton and any other conventional or approved biotech cotton varieties. The petition was
filed in November 2013 and posted online by the APHIS March 18.


Dow said in the petition that the new cotton variety would provide growers in the U.S. with greater
flexibility in selecting herbicides to control weeds, allow for an increased herbicide application window and
provide growers with an additional tool to combat weeds that have developed resistance to glyphosate, a
widely used herbicide marketed by Monsanto Corp. under the Roundup® brand name.


The herbicide-resistant cotton is the fourth crop variety developed by Dow for resistance to 2,4-D, a
herbicide that is cited by environmental groups as an ingredient of the defoliant weapon Agent Orange
used during the Vietnam War but is considered safe by the Environmental Protection Agency when used in
accordance with label instructions. The APHIS in January issued a draft environmental impact statement
on the other three crop varieties, two soybean varieties and one corn variety, which identified a
determination of nonregulated status as its “preferred alternative.”


The APHIS will accept comments on the petition through May 19. Comments can be filed at
http://www.regulations.gov under Docket ID No. APHIS-2013-0113. The petition for a determination of
nonregulated status is available at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/brs/aphisdocs/13_26201p.pdf.


RGGI Announces Cap Adjustment for Banked Allowances


Posted March 18, 2014, 12:08 P.M. ET


The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative announced an adjustment to its regional carbon dioxide
emissions cap March 17 to account for the allowances that have been banked over the past several
years.


Under the adjustment, the regional cap for 2014 will be lowered from 91 million tons of carbon dioxide
to 82.8 million tons. The cap will be lowered by about 22 million tons per year between 2015 and 2020 to
account for the banked allowances. The reductions are made from each year's initial baseline cap, not from
the previous year's adjusted cap.


The adjustments were made under a new mechanism included in the so-called model rule adopted by
the nine RGGI states in 2013. The adjustments are designed to account for the allowances that were sold
at auction from 2009 to 2013, but were banked instead of being used to account for greenhouse gas
emissions.


There have now been two adjustments under the model rule. The first adjustment, which was
announced by RGGI in January, will lower the regional cap by 8.2 million allowances per year from 2014 to
2020, for a total of 57.4 million allowances. The second adjustment of 82.1 million allowances will lower
the cap by 13.7 million allowances per year from 2015 to 2020.


Each RGGI allowance allows the holder to emit one ton of carbon dioxide.


The latest adjustment comes after RGGI's most successful auction on March 7, when carbon dioxide
allowances sold for a record-high price of $4 each. A total of $93.9 million was raised from the auction by
the nine RGGI states—Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New
York, Rhode Island and Vermont.


RGGI's next auction will be held June 4.


Oklahoma, Oil Gas Alliance Allege ‘Sue and Settle Tactics' by Interior


Posted March 18, 2014, 1:33 P.M. ET


Oklahoma and an alliance of independent oil and gas producers, royalty owners and others filed a
federal lawsuit March 17 against the Interior Department and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, alleging
the agencies engaged in “sue and settle” tactics to regulate oil and natural gas development and destroy
private property rights throughout the U.S. ( Oklahoma v. Interior, N.D. Okla., No. 4:14-cv-00124,
3/17/14 ).


The lawsuit was filed by Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt and Oklahoma-based Domestic
Energy Producers Alliance in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Oklahoma.
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The plaintiffs said the lawsuit responds to two unprecedented “friendly settlements” between the FWS
and anti-oil and gas development interest groups. Under the two settlements, the FWS agreed “to
complete hundreds of Endangered Species Act (ESA) listing decisions within the span of only a few short
years,” the alliance said.


According to the complaint, the lesser prairie chicken is one of those species. The bird lives in a five-
state region of oil and natural gas production, ranching and farming.


These settlements, the attorney general said in a statement, often impose tougher regulations and
shorter timelines than those imposed by Congress, and they are having a “crippling effect on the U.S.
economy.”


In addition, because the settlements are taking place without public input, attorneys general are
unable to represent the respective interests of their states, businesses and citizens, Pruitt said.


Beijing Issues First Fines Under New Municipal Air Pollution Ordinance


Posted March 18, 2014, 4:10 P.M. ET


Beijing municipality has announced the first fines for violations of a new air pollution control ordinance
that took effect March 1, amid indications that the Chinese government could adopt even steeper
nationwide penalties this year.


Later this year, China could adopt amendments to its national Environmental Protection Law and the
Air Pollution Prevention and Control Law to introduce unlimited daily penalties for violating air pollution
regulations. The amendments are being reviewed by the Standing Committee of the National People's
Congress, sources told Bloomberg BNA on March 18.


“This way of fining is very effective because the penalty will accumulate,” said Ma Yong, vice director
of the All-China Environment Federation, an environmental law institute under the Ministry of
Environmental Protection.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: EPA regulations complicate things for E15 consumers, retailers
Date: Monday, June 09, 2014 7:19:39 AM


News Headline: EPA regulations complicate things for E15 consumers, retailers | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Ethanol Producer Magazine - Online
News Text: This week, Charlie Good, owner of Good and Quick, a Nevada, Iowa, gas station offering
E15 and other ethanol blends, changed the stickers on his gas pumps to comply with the U.S. EPA's
Reid Vapor Pressure regulations. Basically, for the summer months, only drivers with flex-fuel
vehicles are legally allowed to fill up with E15.
 
“It's confusing the public, because they are saying, ‘Can't we use that gas anymore?'” Good told
Ethanol Producer Magazine .
 
For most of the year, 2001 and newer light duty vehicles can fuel up with E15. But from June 1 to
Sept. 15, in most areas of the U.S., the EPA regulates the vapor pressure of gasoline sold at gas
stations in an effort to reduce evaporative emissions from gas during the summer ozone season. E10
has a waiver which means it can be sold as a registered fuel in the summer months but EPA did not
extend that to E15.  “Ironically, E15 has a lower RVP than the fuel 95 percent of drivers are using, so
EPA's unwillingness to change a 25 year-old regulation effectively mandates higher evaporative
emissions and higher prices during the busiest driving season of the year,” said Ron Lamberty, senior
vice president of the American Coalition for Ethanol, adding that drivers are forced to purchase
lower octane fuel for 5 to 40 cents less than E15.
 
In fact, the RVP regulation limits E15 availability all year long, Lamberty said. “Even though the
number of cars built and warrantied to run on E15 is increasing by 15 million a year, and with E15
having been tested and approved by EPA for cars 2001 and newer, stations are balking at offering
E15 because they have to meet requirements and obey rules that they don't have to deal with when
selling other fuels that create more pollution.  It's tough enough to fight E15 bans that oil companies
have put in place for branded stations, without also having to fight EPA effectively enforcing that ban
for Big Oil.”
 
The Iowa Renewable Fuels Association announced that some Iowa retailers have been forced to
temporarily stop offering E15. “Due to the stranglehold oil companies have on the U.S. fuel
distribution system, many Iowa motorists are no longer able to benefit from locally-produced
E15,”said IRFA Managing Director Lucy Norton. “If oil refiners chose to ship gasoline with the proper
vapor pressure into our state, Iowa motorists could have expanded access to cleaner-burning, lower-
cost E15 year-round, instead of it being temporarily restricted to only flex-fuel vehicles during the
summer.” About a third of the gas sold in the U.S. is the correct blendstock for E15 during the
summer but it is not available to retailers in Iowa, IRFA said.
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From: Tankersley, Julie
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Question on UST Course
Date: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 2:53:13 PM
Attachments: JeffreyBlairUSTCourse11-22-11.pdf


ust3-1-07REV.pdf


Hi Tim,
 
I am reviewing training documentation for a contractor inspector in Region 2.  He conducts RCRA-
UST inspections.  He provided the attached certificate for a course titled :The Basic Underground
Storage Tank Inspector Compliance Training”, dated November 22, 2011 (attached).  The RCRA UST
training requirements in place at that time are also attached (ust3-1-07REV.pdf). 
 
My question is: Does the course completed (attached certificate) meet the requirements for
“UST901: Introduction to the Underground Storage Tanks (UST) Program and Basic UST Inspector
Training Courses” as listed in the RCRA UST training requirements (ust3-1-07REV.pdf)?
 
The titles are different.  Just want to make sure one way or the other.
 
Thanks!
 
Julie A. Tankersley
USEPA - OECA - Office of Compliance
WJCS - Room 7033C, MC - 2227A
Office - 202-564-7002 / Fax - 202-564-0050
tankersley.julie@epa.gov
 


Looking for information on Inspector Training Requirements or Inspector
Credential Requirements?
Click Here: New Inspector Wiki Site
Contact me or Tracy Back (back.tracy@epa.gov), if you can't find what you
need.
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EPA ORDER 3500.1 PROGRAM-SPECIFIC TRAINING REQUIREMENTS



UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK (UST), SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL ACT, 40 CFR PART
280, TECHNICAL STANDARDS AND CORRECTIVE ACTION REQUIREMENTS FOR
OWNERS AND OPERATORS OF USTs - TRAINING REQUIREMENTS FOR UST
INSPECTORS



These training requirements are in addition to the Basic Inspector Training Course and the Health and
Safety Training required by EPA Order 3500.1. 



Mandatory and Recommended Training and Self-Study/Review Requirements:



Mandatory Training
•          UST901:  Introduction To The Underground Storage Tanks (UST) Program and Basic UST
            Inspector Training Courses at  http://www.netionline.com



Mandatory Self-Study/Review
Statutes/Regulations
•          Relevant sections of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (SWDA), including Subtitle I: §§ 
            9001-9009
•          40 CFR Part 280, Technical Standards and Corrective Action Requirements for Owners and
            Operators of USTs 
                 Subpart A: Program Scope and Interim Prohibition
                 Subpart B: UST Systems: Design, Construction, Installation and Notification
                 Subpart C: General Operating Requirements
                 Subpart D: Release Detection  
                 Subpart E: Release Reporting, Investigation, and Confirmation
                 Subpart F: Release Response and Corrective Action for UST Systems Containing
                                   Petroleum or Hazardous Substances (only if applicable)
                 Subpart G: Out of Service UST Systems and Closure
                 Subpart H: Financial Responsibility
                 Subpart I: Lender Liability
•          All applicable State UST/LUST regulations for each state in which the inspector will be
            conducting inspections.  (Inspectors must know the applicable state regulations and
            difference between federal and state regulations.)  
Guidance/Reference Materials
•          Operating and Maintaining Underground Storage Tank Systems: Practical Help and
            Checklists (EPA 510-B-00-008), August 2000
•          UST/LUST Enforcement Procedures Guidance Manual (Directive 9610.11, May 1990),
            http://www.epa.gov/OUST/directiv/od961011.htm
•          Financial Responsibility for Underground Storage Tanks: A Reference Manual
            (EPA 510-B-00-003), January 2000
•          Guidance for Federal Field Citation Enforcement (Directive 9610.16, Oct. 6, 1993) (only if
            the region authorizes inspectors to issue field citations),
            http://www.epa.gov/OUST/directiv/od961016.htm
•          RCRA Confidential Business Information (CBI) Training (Contact: Regional RCRA CBI
            Officer for materials and information on regional process)
•          Review of a minimum of two completed inspection reports.
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EPA ORDER 3500.1 PROGRAM-SPECIFIC TRAINING REQUIREMENTS



Recommended Training
•          UST Live Classroom Training Course offered by the regions or by states
•          Live classroom tribal inspection training, for those regions with federally recognized tribes
•          Modular Classroom UST Training (3-5 days) provided by various training centers including
            Georgia Technology Research Institute, University of Wisconsin, Colorado School of Mines,
            and NACE/ASTM Technical Institute



Recommended Self-Study/Review
UST Policy Compendium:
•          U.S. EPA Penalty Guidance for Violations of UST Regulations (Directive 9610.12, 
            November 14, 1990), http://www.epa.gov/OUST/directiv/od961012.htm
Publications relating to UST Program, http://www.epa.gov/oust/pubs/index.htm
•          Musts for USTs: A Summary of the Federal Regulations for Underground Storage Tank
            Systems (EPA 510-K-95-002)
•          Straight Talk on Tanks: Leak Detection Methods for Petroleum USTs and Piping (EPA 510-
            B-97-007), September 1997
•          USTs: Requirements and Options (EPA 510-F-97-005), June 1997
•          Automatic Tank Gauging Systems for Release Detection: Reference Manual for UST
            Inspectors (EPA 510-B-00-009), August 2000
•          Doing Inventory Control Right for USTs (EPA 510-B-93-004), November 1993
•          Getting the Most out of your Automatic Tank Gauging System (EPA 510-F-98-011), 
            March 1998
•          UST Technical Compendium, http://www.epa.gov/oust/compend/index.htm
•          UST/LUST National Native American Lands Policy Statement (Directive 9610.15, 
            July 7, 1993) (does not apply to Region III – only applicable to regions with tribal lands)
•          Catalog of EPA Materials on Underground Storage Tanks (EPA 510-F-96-004), 
            January 2000
•          Closing Underground Storage Tanks: Brief Facts. (EPA 510-F-96-004),  July 1996
•          Dollars & Sense (EPA 510-K-95-004), July 1995
•          Expedited Site Assessment Tools For Underground Storage Tank Sites: A Guide for
            Regulators.  (EPA 510-B-97-001), March 1997
•          How to Effectively Recover Free Product At Leaking Underground Storage Tanks: A Guide
            for State Regulators.  (EPA 510-R-96-001), September 1996
•          Introduction to Statistical Inventory Reconciliation For Underground Storage Tanks 
            (EPA 510-B-95-009), September 1995
•          Manual Tank Gauging for Small Underground Storage Tanks  (EPA 510-B-93-005),
            November 1993
•          State Program Approval regulations and documents   



Mandatory On-the-Job Training (OJT):



•          Inspectors are required to conduct a minimum of five inspections or equivalent of 40
            hours of inspections with a senior inspector before leading an inspection.  Note: This
            includes inspection preparation procedures with a senior inspector.  The actual number of
            inspections required could be more depending upon the experience level of the inspector,
            the regional need, and the evaluation of the individual inspector by the first-line supervisor.



Mandatory Refresher Training:



•          Program specific refresher training as identified by supervisor. 
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 Latest News   BNA Insights Search Full Publication   


Latest Developments


EPA Unable to Meet Deadline to Set Final Effluent Limits for Power Plant Discharges of
Toxic Pollutants


Posted March 19, 2014, 10:26 A.M. ET


The Environmental Protection Agency has informed the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia
that it will not meet its court-approved deadline of May 24 to finalize effluent limits for discharges of toxic
pollutants from roughly 1,200 steam-generated, electric power plants.


In a March 18 status report filed with the federal court, Steven Silverman, deputy assistant attorney
general for the Justice Department's Environment and Natural Resources Division said the EPA is engaged
in discussions with the Defenders of Wildlife, Environmental Integrity Project, Earthjustice and Sierra Club
to see if the deadline for the final rule can be pushed beyond May 24.


Absent an agreement with the environmental groups, Silverman said the EPA would file a motion with
the court requesting additional time.


EPA hasn't updated the effluent limits for power plants since 1982. The agency agreed to update the
rules following a 2012 approved settlement agreement with the environmental groups.


Infrared Cameras Can Facilitate Methane Leak Detection, Repairs, Report Says


Posted March 19, 2014, 11:59 A.M. ET


Methane leaks from oil and natural gas production can be easily identified using infrared cameras and
are highly cost-effective to repair, the Clean Air Task Force said in a report.


According to the report,“Quantifying Cost-effectiveness of Systematic Leak Detection and Repair
Programs Using Infrared Cameras,” released March 19, more than 97 percent of identified leaks were cost-
effective to repair even if natural gas prices fell as low as $3 per million cubic feet. More than 90 percent
of the leaks saw a payback period of less than one year, the report said. Quarterly leak-detection surveys
could abate methane emissions for less than $280 per metric ton, the report said. The Clean Air Task
Force assessed the value of recovered methane at $4 per million cubic feet for the purposes of the
study.


The oil and natural gas sector accounts for approximately 30 percent of U.S. methane emissions.
Almost 30 percent of methane emissions from that sector are due to leaks, the report said. Methane is 21
times more potent a greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide, according to the EPA.


The study collected data from 4,293 surveys of oil and gas facilities in the U.S. and Canada. The
surveys found 39,505 leaking components at the facilities.
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Renewable Industry Expects Wyden to Act Quickly, Extend Wind Production Tax Credit


Posted March 19, 2014, 12:42 P.M. ET


The renewable energy industry expects Senate Finance Committee Chairman Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) to
take quick action to reinstate the renewable energy production tax credit, the top lobbyist for the American
Council on Renewable Energy said March 19.


“One of his top priorities is a tax extenders package that could also include an extension of the PTC,
among other things,” Todd Foley, ACORE's senior vice president for policy and government relations, said
during a conference call. “He came on board saying this is one of the most important things we need to
do.”


The credit, which provides 2.3 cents per kilowatt hour for electricity produced from wind and other
renewable sources expired at the end of 2013, along with several other renewable energy tax credits,
leaving investors in the clean energy industry uncertain.


Nitric Acid Plants Settle Air Pollution Case With EPA


Posted March 19, 2014, 11:43 A.M. ET


The owner of 10 nitric acid plants agreed to install updated air pollution control equipment, which will
cut nitrogen oxides emissions by 800 tons per year and cost between $6.3 million and $11.7 million, to
settle a Clean Air Act lawsuit brought by the Environmental Protection Agency and states ( United States v.
El Dorado Chemical Co., W.D. Okla., No. 14-271, proposed consent decree filed 3/18/14 ).


LSB Industries Inc. also will pay a $725,000 fine and spend $150,000 on local environmental projects.
It operates 10 plants in Alabama, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Texas.


The EPA brought the case with Alabama and Oklahoma, and argued that three of LSB Industry's
subsidiaries—El Dorado Chemical Co., Cherokee Nitrogen Co. and El Dorado Nitrogen Co.—modified their
facilities without securing the proper permits and complying with nitrogen oxides emissions limits under
the Clean Air Act. Enforcement at large manufacturing facilities, including nitric acid plants, is an agency
priority.


In a news release March 19, the EPA said that the company's new emissions limits are among the
lowest in the industry.


“LSB Industries has committed to dramatic cuts in air pollution and ensuring they are in compliance
with the law,” Cynthia Giles, EPA assistant administrator for enforcement and compliance assurance, said
in a news release. “We expect others in the industry to recognize the imperative to adopt reforms and
reduce pollution in communities where they operate.”


The proposed consent decree was filed March 18 in the U.S. District Court for the Western District of
Oklahoma and will not be final until the government considers public comments.


Obama Administration Launches Climate Data Effort


Posted March 19, 2014, 11:21 A.M. ET


The Obama administration has launched an initiative to make federal climate data more accessible to
local communities and businesses looking to stem risks associated with climate change.


Data from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration and other federal agencies will now be available at climate.data.gov.


The administration also has called on the private sector to leverage this data to build tools for boosting
climate resilience. Several companies already have responded to the effort, including Google, which will
donate cloud storage for climate data.


EPA Plans Six-Month Review of Renewable Fuel Pathway Approval Process


Posted March 19, 2014, 3:52 P.M. ET


The Environmental Protection Agency will spend six months reviewing its methods for approving new
renewable fuels pathways to streamline the application process, the agency announced.


The agency is asking parties that intend to submit applications to approve new renewable fuel
pathways to wait until after the review is completed.
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“We firmly believe the long-term performance of the petition process will benefit from these efforts,”
the EPA said in its March 19 announcement.


The EPA reviews new fuel pathways such as feedstocks and production processes to determine
whether the fuels produced meet the lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions reductions required by the
renewable fuel standard.


The EPA said that its review will focus on improving the speed and transparency of the renewable fuels
approval process. The agency also intends to develop additional guidance for petitioners seeking to have
fuels approved, including templates for applications.


EPA's Ozone Review Panel Lacking Transparency, House Republican Says


Posted March 19, 2014, 1:51 P.M. ET


Scientists reviewing the Environmental Protection Agency's upcoming air quality standards for ozone
have financial ties to the agency and other conflicts that could jeopardize the impartiality of their work, a
senior House Republican said.


The EPA has been too slow to change over membership of the Clean Air Scientific Advisory
Committee's ozone review panel and the members of the committee are often tasked with reviewing their
own research, Rep. Lamar Smith (R-Texas), chairman of the House Science, Space and Technology
Committee, said in a March 19 letter to Administrator Gina McCarthy. Smith also questioned the
impartiality of scientists who have received grant funding from the EPA serving on the ozone review
panel.


“The lack of turnover in a panel whose composition includes members with a direct financial
relationship to the agency related to the very issues under review suggests a critical lack of impartiality,”
Smith said.


Smith asked the agency to provide the committee with all communications between the EPA staff, the
advisory committee staff and the ozone review panel since 2008.


House Committee to Hold Hearing on Water Quality Trading March 25


Posted March 19, 2014, 12:23 P.M. ET


The Water Resources and Environment Subcommittee of the House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee plans to hold a hearing March 25 on the role of trading in achieving water quality objectives.


The hearing will focus on successful trades involving nitrogen and phosphorus compounds, including
the first nitrogen and phosphorus credits bought by Duke Energy, Hoosier Energy and the American
Electric Power to launch the interstate Ohio River Basin Trading Project.


Witnesses will include two other participants in the Ohio River Basin Trading Project—the Ohio River
Valley Water Sanitation Commission and the Ohio State University. In addition, Jim Pletl, water quality
director at the Hampton Roads Sanitation District, who on behalf of the National Association of Clean
Water Agencies will discuss the wastewater utility's participation with other utilities in trading nitrogen and
phosphorus compounds to meet discharge limits.


Also expected is testimony from the American Farm Bureau Federation and the newly formed National
Water Quality Trading Alliance, which is advocating for the Environmental Protection Agency to adopt
explicit language authorizing states to use trading as a tool for meeting water quality standards. The
hearing will be held at 2 p.m. in 2167 Rayburn House Office Building.


Michigan Legislature Passes Bills to Lower Taxes on Enhanced Oil, Gas Recovery


Posted March 19, 2014, 4:10 P.M. ET


The Michigan Legislature approved a package of bills lowering taxes on oil and gas produced using
carbon dioxide for enhanced recovery.


House Bill 4885 would impose a severance tax of 4 percent of the oil or gas produced from a carbon
dioxide secondary or enhanced recovery project, based on the gross cash market value of total production
during the preceding month. Currently, the tax on oil recovery is 5 percent, and the tax on gas is 6.6
percent. The new law applies to projects approved after March 30.


H.B. 5254, 5255 and 5274 would amend the 1929 law regulating the transportation and sale of crude
oil and petroleum through pipelines to allow for the transport of carbon dioxide substances.



http://science.house.gov/sites/republicans.science.house.gov/files/documents/03-19-2014%20Smith%20to%20Administrator%20McCarthy.pdf





Similar versions of the bills, approved by the Senate March 18 and 19, passed the House in February.
A reconciled package will be sent to Gov. Rick Snyder (R) for signature.


The Senate version of H.B. 4885 included an amendment prohibiting any company convicted of
antitrust violations in Michigan from receiving the preferential tax rate. Sen. Hoon-Yung Hopgood (D)
proposed the amendment in light of the fact that Attorney General Bill Schuette (R) recently filed charges
against Chesapeake Energy Corp. and a division of Encana Corp., alleging they collaborated with each
other on public auctions and private negotiations for oil and gas leases in an effort to keep prices low.


Other Democrats also opposed the legislation, as did the Sierra Club.


North Carolina Agents Join Federal Probe of State Oversight on Coal Ash Spill


Posted March 19, 2014, 3:56 P.M. ET


Agents with North Carolina's State Bureau of Investigation are involved in the federal probe into the
state's oversight of Duke Energy and its response to a recent coal ash spill, a spokeswoman for the agency
told Bloomberg BNA March 19.


According to Noelle Talley, public information officer for the N.C. Department of Justice, SBI agents are
continuing to conduct their criminal investigation into the matter at the request of the U.S. Attorney's
Office for the Eastern District of North Carolina. The federal prosecutor's office has issued subpoenas to
employees of the state Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the utility, as well as the
North Carolina Utilities Commission, in the matter.


State regulators have been criticized by environmental groups for inadequate oversight of coal ash
storage, their relationship with Duke Energy and information they have provided about the spill and its
impacts. A federal grand jury was scheduled to hear testimony related to the criminal probe March 18-
20.


The criminal investigation into the oversight issues was launched after tens of thousands of tons of ash
were released into the Dan River in a Feb. 2 ash spill from a Duke Energy facility. Responding to criticism
and the subpoenas, state officials have said that the utility has not been given special treatment.


California Eases Restrictions on Water Deliveries for Senior Water Rights Holders


Posted March 19, 2014, 4:00 P.M. ET


Above average rainfall in Northern California last month improved the state’s water supply outlook
enough for the State Water Resources Control Board March 18 to grant a request from the state and
federal water projects to slightly ease drought restrictions on certain water deliveries.


The state water board’s executive officer, Tom Howard, amended a temporary emergency order issued
in February that had limited Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta exports to only those needed for human
health and public safety.


As a result, the State Water Project and federally operated Central Valley Project may begin sending
some water to Sacramento and San Joaquin Valley irrigation districts with the most senior water
rights.


Earlier on March 18, California’s Department of Water Resources and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
filed the petition seeking to modify the February order.


In a conference call with reporters, Howard said that “while the drought is of a very critical nature,”
February’s rains allow for some relaxing of the restrictions in the February order.


Beale, Brenner's Involvement ‘Raises New Questions' About Air Regulations: Vitter Staff


Posted March 19, 2014, 11:15 A.M. ET


The involvement of two disgraced senior Environmental Protection Agency air officials in the
rulemaking process “raises new questions about the science underlying” the 1997 national ambient air
quality standards for ozone and particulate matter, a report from Sen. David Vitter's (R-La.) staff says.


John Beale, a former senior adviser in EPA's air office who is now serving 32 months in prison for
defrauding the agency of nearly $900,000 for made-up work he purported to do for the Central
Intelligence Agency, “took the lead” in developing the standards with his “best friend” Robert Brenner.


Brenner, former deputy EPA assistant administrator for air and radiation, admitted he had accepted an
$8,000 discount on a Mercedes-Benz automobile that was “brokered” by a lobbyist with ties to the







automobile industry. The EPA Office of Inspector General said there was “merit” to move forward with
charges against Brenner, but he retired before an interview could be conducted with the inspector general.


The report alleges those regulations “marked a turning point for EPA air regulations and set the stage
for the exponential growth of the Agency's power over the American economy.”


“The legacy of John Beale and his best friend Robert Brenner is a permanent tarnishing of the concept
of public service as it is executed at [the] Environmental Protection Agency,” the report said.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: EPA ruling could make or break the bank for millions of Americans
Date: Wednesday, September 17, 2014 7:40:03 AM


News Headline: EPA ruling could make or break the bank for millions of Americans | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Hill - Online, The
News Text: By former Sen. Wayne Allard (R-Colo.) and Charles T. Drevna
 
More than nine months past deadline, we're still awaiting the EPA's 2014 ruling on the Renewable
Fuel Standard (RFS)—an outdated policy requiring refiners to annually blend increasing volumes of
biofuels like ethanol into domestic gasoline. While the EPA typically increases volume requirements
each year, 2014 marked the first time the agency proposed a reduction from the statutory
requirements—correctly citing the fuel market's inability to sustain further increases without
harming motorists, retailers and refiners. If the agency, under heavy political pressure, doesn't
uphold this sensible proposal, American consumers will ultimately lose.
 
Implemented in 2005 amid the height of American energy consumption, the RFS aimed to provide a
renewable fuel source to meet domestic demand. However, aggressive expansion of the policy in
2007 and incessant volume increases every year since—all while U.S. gasoline use declined—puts
the policy at odds with its original intent. Today, virtually all U.S. gasoline contains 10 percent
ethanol to create E10—the only blend proven safe for mass consumption. Yet the RFS continuously
increases blending volumes, consequently pinning refiners against what's known as the blend wall—
the point at which no more ethanol can be blended without creating blends higher than E10.
 
Breaching the blend wall poses risks to consumers and retailers because higher ethanol blends like
E15 and above can damage engines and fueling infrastructure. Ninety percent of vehicles today,
including most 2001 to 2013 models, cannot handle higher blends without risking problems like
corrosion and rubber swelling. These blends also threaten all motorcycles, heavy-duty and off-road
vehicles, boats, power equipment components and lawn mowers.
 
In fact, chance of damage is so great that major automakers, including Ford, General Motors, Honda,
Toyota and Volkswagen, have stated that engine damages related to these fuels will void consumers'
warranties, and AAA has publicly objected to E15 sales. Furthermore, adequate warning labels do
not exist for higher blend dispensers. AAA estimates that 95 percent of consumers aren't familiar
with these blends or the damages they can cause. This means nearly 295 million motorists are
unknowingly at risk for costly repairs.
 
Among those motorists are owners of the nation's 11 million motorcycles, none of which are
approved for use of blends higher than E10. In fact, federal law prohibits motorcyclists from using
such fuels.
 
The American Motorcyclist Association (AMA) has repeatedly told lawmakers and the EPA that
inadvertent use of E15 in motorcycles causes engine and fuel system failures. The AMA remains
concerned that availability of ethanol-free gasoline continues to dwindle due to the RFS, and that
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the proliferation of E15 will threaten the availability of E10.
 
Retailers similarly risk damaging their equipment because most underground storage tanks are
incompatible with midlevel ethanol blends. If the RFS continues to mandate more ethanol, it could
flood the market with higher blends, potentially forcing retailers to sell these damaging fuels. Station
owners would then have to prematurely replace equipment that would otherwise last 30 years just
to avoid potential damages—costing $180,000 or more on average per upgrade. Since over 80
percent of fueling stations are actually convenience stores, and nearly 60 percent of those are locally
owned small businesses, such a financial burden can be deleterious.
 
These risks give refiners little incentive to produce higher blends. Yet, in order to meet the mandate
—non-compliance carries hefty fines—refiners must blend more ethanol to generate enough credits
called Renewable Identification Numbers (RINs) to show compliance, or buy them from competitors
who have a surplus.
 
Unfortunately, RIN supply is finite, raising demand and therefore prices, which ultimately increases
fuel production costs. The Congressional Budget Office recently concluded that these costs will raise
gas prices by up to 26 cents per gallon by 2017.
 
The RFS also lowers fuel economy. Ethanol contains 33 percent less energy than gasoline, meaning
the higher the ethanol concentration, the lower the gas mileage. If the RFS continues to increase
blending requirements, higher blends may become more prevalent, leaving consumers paying more
by the mile.
 
Retailers also worry about liability as higher blends enter the market, because under the Clean Air
Act, the EPA can fine station owners upwards of $37,500 per day if their customers misfuel on these
blends.
 
The RFS harms motorists, retailers and refiners, and the EPA was right to propose a reduction. As the
White House Office of Management and Budget reviews the 2014 ruling, we urge the Administration
to remember that aligning the RFS with market realities is the only way to protect American
consumers and truly satisfy our energy needs.
 
Allard served in the Senate from 1997 to 2009, and is currently vice president of Government
Relations for the American Motorcyclist Association. Drevna is president of the American Fuel &
Petrochemical Manufacturers.
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News Headline: RENEWABLE ENERGY: In new twist, RFS could boost electric vehicles | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: The federal policy used to build up the nation's ethanol and advanced biofuel capacity
could soon be harnessed to spur the development of electric vehicle infrastructure.
 
In a final rule issued last week, U.S. EPA said it would allow renewable electricity made from certain
biomass sources to qualify under the renewable fuel standard if it is used to power electric vehicles.
Under the rule, entities would be allowed to generate credits for that electricity and make money
selling them to refiners that must meet annual renewable fuel targets.
 
Clean vehicle advocates are hoping it will provide new incentives to utilities to invest in the electric
vehicle sector and bring in new constituencies to support the RFS.
 
"There's money in this, and that money could be used," said Karen Glitman, director of
transportation efficiency at the Vermont Energy Investment Corp. "It provides utilities with
incredible motivation to support EVs so they can access this revenue stream."
 
The renewable fuel standard put into place in 2007 has historically been used to boost the ethanol
and advanced biofuels sectors in the name of lowering greenhouse gas emissions and reducing
foreign oil dependence.
 
But the standard applies broadly to biomass-derived transportation fuel, and EPA has determined
that renewable electricity made out of biogas from landfills, municipal wastewater treatment and
solid waste digesters, and agricultural digesters meets the 60 percent greenhouse gas reduction
threshold to qualify as a cellulosic biofuel.
 
The change will "facilitate the introduction of new renewable fuels under the RFS program," EPA
said. "By qualifying these new fuel pathways, this rule provides opportunities to increase the volume
of advanced, low-GHG renewable fuel -- such as cellulosic biofuels -- under the RFS program."
 
Previously, EPA had allowed biogas to qualify for RFS credit if it was used as a gas, rather than being
converted to electricity. EPA first proposed the expansion last year as part of a rule qualifying other
types of new renewable fuel.
 
The new rule would apply under specific conditions for both commercial and private electricity
distribution systems, provided the generated electricity is used as a transportation fuel.
 
Interest groups representing electric vehicles and some utilities had advocated for the change, as
well as for EPA to expand its original proposal to include on-farm digesters that convert manure to
biogas.
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The Vermont Energy Investment Corp., a nonprofit operator of three energy efficiency utilities in the
country, was instrumental in gathering support. The Vermont congressional delegation also wrote in
favor of the rule and of including digesters found on dairy farms throughout the state.
 
According to Glitman, Vermont has more biogas capacity than needed for electric vehicles. The
existing biogas capacity could support more than 30,000 EVs, or about 40 times the number
currently registered.
 
In Vermont and other places in New England, "there is a really strong and growing interest in getting
more electric vehicles on the road," said Jennifer Rushlow, staff attorney at the Conservation Law
Foundation. "However, we're still really at the early stages of making that happen."
 
Advocates of electric vehicles would like to see a greater role for utilities, but incentives for electric
vehicles have thus far been geared more toward consumers than building up infrastructure, Rushlow
said. States are just starting to grapple with regulatory issues involving utilities and electric vehicle
infrastructure.
 
Some Vermont utilities have already expressed interest in using the RFS rule.
 
"By enabling renewable electricity to generate [renewable identification numbers] when used by
electric vehicles, a new business model for electric vehicle charging infrastructure can be
established," the Burlington Electric Department, which serves 16,000 residential and 3,600
commercial customers, said in a comment to EPA. "This will lower the cost of electric vehicle
charging and enable a larger scale infrastructure powered by renewable energy."
 
Renewable electricity from biogas is an attractive fuel source because it is not subject to the same
blending constraints as ethanol, according to an analysis of the rule by the law firm Sutherland Asbill
& Brennan. Today's gasoline supply holds only about 10 percent ethanol.
 
The rule likely won't immediately have much effect, but advocates said they view it as a good first
step.
 
"Right now there's a lot of value to opening this door and seeing who walks through it," said Jeremy
Martin, senior scientist at the clean vehicles program at the Union of Concerned Scientists. "If we
show, hey, look, this is a really viable way to provide incentives to clean up, to continue to cut
emissions from transportation, that will really help to make the case to do more."
 
Ensuring that the renewable electricity generated by the approved sources is used to power electric
vehicles will likely be the biggest challenge. It's easy to see how much electricity is being used at a
designated vehicle charging station, but it's much harder to determine what percentage of a
household's electricity use is going toward EV charging versus other applications.
 
Each state also regulates electricity individually, leading to a wide variety of systems and
requirements that must be accounted for in tracking electricity use, EPA said in its final rule.







 
In response to a white paper last year by the House Energy and Commerce Committee, the
International Council on Clean Transportation recommended an approach whereby RFS credits
would be calculated based on a utility's average overall renewable electricity production.
 
In its rule, EPA said it must be "theoretically feasible" that the fuel produced can reach an electric
vehicle. But the agency said it needed more time to study the tracking issue.
 
"Most commenters agreed that the electricity distribution system is complex, and that detailed and
clear regulatory requirements specific to renewable electricity are needed," the agency said. "EPA
agrees that the electricity generation system is complex, and EPA intends to take more time to
evaluate the options and their implications."
 
Electric vehicle advocates say they also see potential for the RFS to one day include solar, wind,
hydroelectric and geothermal power generating for EV use.
 
"If the overall objective is to get more renewable fuel into the U.S. transportation fuel stream, we
see there's a little bit of text in there related to electricity, in particular to biomass. We see almost a
little bit of an opening there that we could play with," said Nic Lutsey, ICCT program director for
heavy-duty vehicles.
 
Expanding the RFS to those types of renewable energy would require congressional action because
of the RFS's language limiting incentives to biomass-based renewables. Opening up the RFS, though,
is a tough political sell at the moment for supporters of the policy because doing so would
potentially allow opponents to take stabs at it through amendments.
 
Martin of the Union of Concerned Scientists said EPA's action last week highlights the RFS's flexibility
and scope, even without congressional action.
 
"In some ways it's the renewable transportation fuel standard," he said. "It's not an ethanol
standard, not even a liquid fuel standard."
 
 
Return to Top
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Latest Developments


Ethanol Groups Ask Supreme Court to Review California's Fuel Standard


Posted March 20, 2014, 3:27 P.M. ET


Ethanol industry groups have asked the Supreme Court to determine if California's low-carbon fuel
standard violates the dormant commerce clause of the U.S. Constitution ( Rocky Mountain Farmers Union
v. Corey, U.S., number unavailable, 3/20/14 ).


The Renewable Fuels Association and Growth Energy filed a petition for writ of certiorari March 20
challenging a 2013 decision by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, which reversed a trial
court's conclusion that the fuel standard discriminates against out-of-state commerce and constitutes
extraterritorial regulation in violation of the commerce clause.


Ethanol producers and crude oil companies filed the lawsuits challenging the fuel standard, which
requires transportation fuels sold in the state to be 10 percent less carbon intensive in 2020.


Emissions Cuts Could Be More Economical Than Thought, NRDC Says


Posted March 20, 2014, 3:45 P.M. ET


Power plants could achieve greater carbon dioxide emissions reductions and at less cost than
previously estimated, the Natural Resources Defense Council said in an updated report.


The Natural Resources Defense Council now estimates that power plants could reduce their carbon
dioxide emissions by 470 million to 700 million tons annually by 2020 as compared to 2012 levels,
according to the report, released March 20. That would provide between $28 billion and $63 billion in
health benefits, the environmental group said. The benefits are as much as six times the cost to the power
industry, according to the report.


The environmental group had estimated in 2012 that power plants could reduce carbon dioxide
emissions by 270 million tons while providing between $25 billion and $60 billion in public health and
welfare benefits.


“Our country has the tools, all the tools, it needs on hand now to curb dangerous carbon pollution
driving climate change,” Peter Lehner, executive director of the Natural Resources Defense Council, said
March 20.


The report updates an analysis the NRDC first released in 2012 to include the most information about
electricity demand as well as declining costs for renewable energy. The updated report also models
additional mixes of energy efficiency and renewable generation, providing a broader mix of possible
emissions reductions.
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Depending on how aggressively the EPA sets the emissions standards, reducing carbon dioxide
emissions would cost the industry as much as $14 billion annually by 2020 in the latest analysis compared
to the $4 billion annual figure projected previously, according to the report.


The EPA will propose carbon dioxide emission standards for existing power plants in June as part of
President Barack Obama's climate action plan.


EPA May Lower Cellulosic Fuel Requirement After Production Plant Idled


Posted March 20, 2014, 3:57 P.M. ET


Analysts said the Environmental Protection Agency may lower its 2014 requirement for cellulosic
biofuel after operators of one of the country's few commercial-scale plants idled production at one of their
facilities and said the company may need to file for bankruptcy.


KiOR Inc., the operator of the first U.S. commercial-scale cellulosic biofuel plant, said in a Securities
and Exchange Commission filing that it may need to file for bankruptcy, after shutting down a biofuels
plant based in Columbus, Miss. in January, Bloomberg News reported March 18.


That facility was one of five that the EPA used in determining the amount of cellulosic biofuel—17
million gallons—that refiners are required to blend into the motor-fuel supply under its proposed 2014
renewable fuel standard, according to ClearView Energy Partners.


“If KiOR ultimately shuts it down before EPA finalizes the 2014 [renewable fuel standard], we believe
the agency is likely to lower the cellulosic biofuels target,” the Washington-based consulting firm wrote in
a March 19 research note, which said the facility was expected to produce as much as 9 million gallons.


The Pasadena, Texas-based company did not immediately respond to a request for comment.


Unlike conventional ethanol made of corn, cellulosic biofuel is made from wood, grasses and inedible
plant parts.


The industry, however, has been slow to commercialize it, leading the EPA to scale back the blending
requirements for cellulosic biofuel in 2013 and prompting criticism from groups such as the American
Petroleum Institute.


FERC Defends Order 1000 Transmission Planning Rule


Posted March 20, 2014, 3:47 P.M. ET


The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission defended its landmark Order 1000 transmission planning
rule, designed to increase renewable energy generation on the electricity grid and spread the costs, during
oral arguments March 20 ( South Carolina Public Service Authority v. FERC, D.C. Cir., No. 12-1232, oral
arguments 3/20/14 ).


For two and a half hours, a three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit questioned FERC's three attorneys and seven attorneys representing utilities, states and
intervenors who have argued that FERC has exceeded its authority under the Federal Power Act.


A decision by D.C. Circuit will be closely watched to determine just how far FERC can go to encourage
the building of high-voltage, long-distance transmission lines to accommodate wind and solar power
generation.


Judges Thomas B. Griffith, Judith W. Rogers and Cornelia T.L. Pillard segmented the arguments into
three phases: FERC's authority and the need for the rule; the validity of the cost allocation requirements;
and the ban on a utility's federal “right of first refusal” for major transmission projects to encourage new
entrants.


ExxonMobil Agrees to Report on Plans for Low-Carbon Future


Posted March 20, 2014, 2:17 P.M. ET


ExxonMobil has agreed with shareholders to publish a report describing its plans for a future where
market forces and climate regulation may leave some of its carbon reserves unburnable.


ExxonMobil is the first oil and gas company in the U.S. to commit to reporting on its risks of stranded
assets due to climate change so far in the 2014 proxy season.


The commitment came in response to a shareholder resolution filed by Arjuna Capital and As You Sow,
the groups said in a March 20 statement.
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News Headline: ETHANOL: Obama admin committed to growing industry to full RFS level -- Vilsack | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: The Obama administration wants to see the corn ethanol industry grow to the full extent
that Congress envisioned when it passed the renewable fuel standard in 2007, Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack said today.
 
Addressing concerns about a recent proposal by U.S. EPA to scale back this year's mandate for
ethanol, Vilsack said the administration is "committed" to working with ethanol producers to meet
that 15-billion-gallon target.
 
"There may be details here or there, but at the end of the day that's the most important thing -- that
there is a commitment on the part of this administration and on the part of the industry to get to 15
billion gallons," Vilsack told an ethanol industry audience this morning in Washington, D.C.
 
The 2007 renewable fuel standard called for the corn ethanol industry to grow until it reached 15
billion gallons, when it would be capped to allow for second-generation biofuels to flourish. But the
oil industry has raised concerns that that level of ethanol in the market would cause it to breach the
"blend wall," the term given to the limit for the amount of ethanol that can be used in fueling
infrastructure.
 
For the first time in 2014, EPA proposed to scale back the year-by-year target for ethanol down to
about 13 billion gallons on blend wall concerns, compared with the 14.4 billion gallons Congress
expected the industry to produce in 2014. A final version of the rule is currently at the White House
for review; although it's widely expected to contain a higher target than 13 billion gallons, it will
likely still call for a ratcheting down of ethanol use.
 
Acknowledging the EPA rule, Vilsack said he believes the end goal is still the RFS target of 15 billion
gallons.
 
"I'm reasonably sure that the numbers are going to be higher and I'm reasonably sure that as we
look at the rule as it comes out, there will be a commitment to a plan or strategy working with the
industry to get to 15 billion gallons," Vilsack said.
 
The ethanol industry has a responsibility, though, to put forward a viable strategy for meeting that
target, Vilsack said. He said his own plan for overcoming infrastructure issues would include
increasing exports overseas, creating new markets for co-products from the ethanol process,
addressing domestic distribution issues and seeking more collaboration with the Department of
Defense.
 
He said the Agriculture Department would work with the industry in whatever way it can, including
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providing funding for gas stations to install pumps that can handle higher blends of ethanol.
Although EPA allows up to 15 percent ethanol to be used in cars with model years 2001 and newer,
the vast majority of gasoline sold in the United States still contains 10 percent ethanol.
 
Vilsack chided the audience -- members of the Growth Energy ethanol trade group -- for focusing all
its attention on the renewable fuel standard itself and said that it should be focusing on the
industry's "bright future."
 
"The focus, and I understand it, it has got to be on the RFS today, but it has a tendency to be a
negative message. It says, 'My God, if this doesn't get fixed we're done,'" Vilsack said. "Well, we
don't want to be saying we're done, because we're not. We're just getting started."
 
After the speech, Growth Energy CEO Tom Buis said his group is focused on getting more ethanol
into the marketplace but that it plans to keep the attention on the renewable fuel standard on
Capitol Hill. He applauded Vilsack for committing the administration to 15 billion gallons.
 
"We'll have to wait and see, but I take the secretary for his word. Certainly he's been a strong
champion. There should be a commitment," he said. "Over 40 years this country has suffered the ill
effects of being dependent on foreign oil."
 
Buis said he believes that the final 2014 RFS rule would include a higher target for ethanol but that
Growth Energy is concerned the rule would still base the target on the blend wall arguments raised
by the oil industry.
 
Growth Energy members brought that message to an administration briefing yesterday that included
White House energy and climate adviser Dan Utech and representatives from the U.S. trade
representative, Domestic Policy Council, Department of Energy and USDA.
 
Buis said he and Renewable Fuels Association President and CEO Bob Dinneen are also scheduled to
meet today with the White House Office of Management and Budget on the RFS. It's not clear when
EPA will release the final rule.
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Thanks for passing along Asif.  As I understand it this initially ruffled some feathers when it came out
a few weeks ago, but because of the debate about the methodology and scenarios used it doesn’t
seem as if much will come of it - although I imagine the first 2 large scale cellulosic plants that are
planning on producing ethanol from corn stover and are scheduled to come on line this summer in
Iowa and Illinois (I think) weren’t thrilled with the timing of the report and negative publicity.  
 
What was really interesting to me about the study was that in order for the ethanol to qualify and
earn production credits under the cellulosic category of the RFS the fuel would need to reduce GHG
emissions by 60 percent compared with gasoline; however, the projection that the authors used
didn’t just show end results of this type of cellulosic not just meeting the required reduction, but
actually instead increasing the production of GHGs.  It seems to me that if the study was designed
with the intent (although I’m not sure that was the case, but plausible from a research university in a
cattle heavy state; they may have just been surprised by their own results) of presenting the
argument that biofuels and the RFS are not as net GHG beneficial as claimed, then the authors may
have done themselves a disservice by using an input scenario that was clearly not in line with
common agricultural practice, allowing the extreme results generated to be generally disregarded. 
 
It will be interesting to see if the authors do eventually decide to do a follow on study with more
moderate, realistic input scenarios.  It seems that they may be able to make stronger and more
widely accepted point about the net difference in GHG emissions from biofuels with more realistic
inputs that still produce results that, while not as extreme as the increase in GHG’s projected in this
study, do show that certain fuel production methods under the RFS program are not meeting EPA’s
own threshold for reductions.
 
Thanks for sending.
 
Best,
Ryan
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Cellulosic Ethanol Can Emit More Carbon Than Gasoline, University Study Says


By Andrew Childers
April 21 — Using corn stover to produce cellulosic ethanol releases carbon dioxide that would
otherwise have been stored in the soil, according to a study published in the April 20 edition of
the journal Nature Climate Change.
 
The study, “Biofuels From Crop Residue Can Reduce Soil Carbon and Increase CO2
Emissions,” said that ethanol produced from corn stover can emit 7 percent more life-cycle
greenhouse gases than gasoline. Those emissions exceed the 60 percent life-cycle greenhouse
gas emissions reduction required to qualify as an advanced biofuel under the renewable fuel
standard, researchers from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln said.
 
The study said that removing corn stover—stalks, leaves and cobs in cornfields after the
harvest—to produce cellulosic ethanol generates an additional 50 grams to 70 grams of carbon
dioxide per megajoule of biofuel energy produced.
 
The study was funded through a three-year, $500,000 grant from the Energy Department and
compared carbon dioxide measurements taken from a Nebraska cornfield between 2001 and
2010 to validate its emissions model based on 36 field studies across North America, Africa,
Asia and Europe.
 
Methodology Disputed
 
Both the Environmental Protection Agency and biofuels producers disputed the study's
conclusions, arguing its methodology was flawed. They said the study greatly overestimates
the amount of stover that would be harvested to produce cellulosic ethanol.
 
“This paper is based on a hypothetical assumption that 100 percent of corn stover in a field is
harvested; an extremely unlikely scenario that is inconsistent with recommended agricultural
practices,” the EPA said in a statement. “As such, it does not provide useful information
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relevant to the lifecycle GHG emissions from corn stover ethanol. EPA's lifecycle analysis
assumes up to 50 percent corn stover harvest. EPA selected this assumption based on data in
the literature and in consultation with agronomy experts at USDA to reflect current
agricultural practices.”
 
Bob Dinneen, president and chief executive officer of the Renewable Fuels Association, said
that currently only 10 percent to 25 percent of stover is harvested for cellulosic ethanol
production.
 
“The results are based on sweeping generalizations, questionable assumptions, and an opaque
methodology,” he said in an April 21 statement. “The authors offer no robust explanation for
why their findings contradict other recent, highly regarded research. Ultimately, this paper
should be seen for what it truly is—a modeling exercise of a hypothetical scenario that bears
no resemblance to the real world.”
 
For More Information
The study “Biofuels From Crop Residue Can Reduce Soil Carbon and Increase CO2 Emissions” is available at
http://www.nature.com/nclimate/journal/vaop/ncurrent/full/nclimate2187.html.
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Latest Developments


EPA Adds 18 Surface Coal Ash Ponds to Hazard List


Posted March 21, 2014, 4:02 P.M. ET


Eighteen coal ash wet ponds and impoundments have been added to a list indicating they pose
significant or high hazards to the environment or human life should they fail, according to data on an
Environmental Protection Agency website.


The 18 new additions to the hazard list bring the total number of units classified as high or significant
hazards to 63.


Fifty-three of those units are classified as high hazard, meaning a failure would “probably cause loss of
human life,” while 10 are classified as significant hazards, meaning a failure “results in no probable loss of
human life, but can cause economic loss, environment damage, disruption of lifeline facilities, or impact
other concerns,” according to the agency.


The EPA began assessing the structural integrity of impoundments, ponds and other management
units within the electric utility industry following the December 2008 Kingston Fossil Plant coal ash spill.
That incident resulted in more than 1 billion gallons of coal ash slurry being spilled into tributaries of the
Tennessee River.


Facilities received a hazard-potential rating based on National Dam Safety Program criteria. Following
the latest update to the list, 53 units at 34 different facilities have high hazard rankings. Ratings of
impoundments may continue to change as a result of site-specific assessments.


Coal ash is a residue from coal-fired power generation.


The EPA was unavailable for comment.


NRC Waste Confidence Rule Inadequate, Site-Specific Analysis Needed, N.Y. Official
Says


Posted March 21, 2014, 4:28 P.M. ET


A generic environmental impact statement is inadequate to gauge the risks of spent fuel storage at
nuclear power plants, and site-specific assessments should be performed for each plant, a New York
official told a Nuclear Regulatory Commission meeting March 21.


NRC's proposed draft generic environmental impact statement (DGEIS) supporting its “waste
confidence” rule does not adequately analyze how long spent fuel can safely be stored at the Indian Point
Facilities power plant in Westchester County, N.Y., Assistant Attorney General John Sipos told a public
meeting before the five-member commission.
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Sipos said the DGEIS's treatment of severe accidents is flawed. He noted that the Indian Point power
plant is 24 miles from New York City and six miles from a New York City reservoir.


The meeting was held to consider comments on NRC's 2013 proposed DGEIS and updated waste
confidence rule, which is a determination of how long spent fuel can be stored at the facility where it was
generated.


House Oversight Committee Subpoenas EPA for Documents Related to Pebble Mine Veto


Posted March 21, 2014, 4:15 P.M. ET


The House Oversight and Government Reform Committee has issued a subpoena to the Environmental
Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy to release all documents and communications related to
the agency's review of a Clean Water Act dredge-and-fill permit for the Pebble Mine in Alaska.


Oversight and Government Reform Committee Chairman Darrell Issa (R-Calif.) issued the subpoena to
McCarthy on March 20. Nearly a week earlier, Issa and Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), chairman of the House
Oversight Subcommittee on Economic Growth, Job Creation and Regulatory Affairs, had asked the EPA
Inspector General to investigate whether the agency abused its authority under Section 404(c) of the
Clean Water Act to veto the proposed Pebble Project even before a watershed assessment of the project
was completed.


Documents obtained by the Oversight Committee showed that the EPA “inappropriately and
deliberately” shaped a Bristol Bay Watershed assessment to support “their desired goal of vetoing the
Pebble Project,” a large open-pit copper and gold mine planned in Alaska, according to the Republican
chairmen.


Section 404(c) authorizes the EPA to veto a dredge-and-fill permit at any time if the agency
determines the project would have unacceptable adverse effects on the environment.


At issue is the EPA's March 7 action to prevent the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers from issuing a
dredge-and-fill permit for the Pebble Mine until the EPA completes a review and consultation of the
proposed mining project with the corps. As part of this review, the EPA has begun to explore options to
protect the sockeye salmon fishery of Bristol Bay, Alaska, from the potential impacts of mining.


NRDC Director Adjusts Litigation Strategy After EPA Drops Stormwater Rule


Posted March 21, 2014, 4:23 P.M. ET


The Natural Resources Defense Council's director of water programs advised his staff not to accept
offers of settlement agreements from the Environmental Protection Agency after the EPA announced it
would defer any action on a national stormwater rule.


Speaking at an American Bar Association meeting March 21 in Salt Lake City, NRDC Director Steve
Fleischli said that the EPA has not kept its word under its settlement agreement with the Chesapeake Bay
Foundation and that the EPA's rejection of moving forward on the rule is an abdication of its responsibility
to regulate. He said he advised his staff that consent decrees enforceable in court are needed before
agreeing to discontinue litigation with the EPA.


The EPA confirmed March 19 that it would defer action on its rule to address stormwater from newly
built and redeveloped sites. Fleischli said the EPA's action came after the Chesapeake Bay Foundation
declined, after already having agreed to six or seven extensions, to grant the EPA another extension on
the deadline embodied in their settlement agreement for the EPA to issue a rule.


“This has come up in a number of contexts,” Flesichli said, adding that the EPA's response is that
parties can relitigate the issues if they have disputes with the EPA's compliance under settlement
agreements. Fleischli said he would rather litigate issues to their conclusion in the first place and not agree
to a settlement only to have to relitigate the issue again later after the EPA fails to comply with its
agreements.


Pace of Regulations Issued by EPA Has Slowed Considerably, CRS Report Says


Posted March 21, 2014, 3:42 P.M. ET


The pace of regulations proposed or finalized by the Environmental Protection Agency “has slowed
considerably” since 2011, in part because the agency has now addressed much of the “backlog” of rules
remanded to it by the courts during the Bush administration, the Congressional Research Service said in a
March 19 report.


But the report “EPA Regulations: Too Much, Too Little, or On Track?” also compiles a host of major







regulatory actions still under way at the agency, many of which are Obama administration priorities that
have drawn criticism from congressional Republicans and industry groups. They include EPA efforts under
the Clean Air Act to set limits on power plant greenhouse gas emissions and a joint EPA-National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) rulemaking to reduce greenhouse gases emitted by medium- and
heavy-duty trucks and improve their fuel economy after 2018.


The CRS categorizes the EPA regulatory action under four broad subject headings: Clean Air Act and
Climate Change; Clean Water Act; Toxic Substances Control Act; and Solid Waste (Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act) regulatory actions, including those governing underground storage tanks. The report
acknowledges that the agency under President Barack Obama has been repeatedly criticized for regulatory
overreach, but the authors conclude that, in most cases, the EPA has responded to compliance concerns,
in some cases by delaying effective dates for its regulations or in others by easing the regulatory
requirements.


“In general, the proposed versions of these rules served as `high water marks': none of the final rules
is more stringent than what was proposed and the final versions of many of the most controversial rules
were made less stringent,” according to the CRS report.


But the report also notes that many still-developing regulations “remain controversial,” including the
agency's implementation of the Renewable Fuel Standard, which sets the minimum amount of ethanol and
other biofuels to be mixed into the nation's fuel supply; the National Ambient Air Quality Standard
(NAAQS) for ozone, which the agency withdrew at the president's request in September 2011 but is
ultimately to be updated; and what are known as Maximum Achievable Control Technology (MACT)
standards for air pollutants emitted during the manufacture of bricks, structural clay products, and clay
ceramics.


China to Launch Final Carbon Trading Pilot Programs in April


Posted March 21, 2014, 4:01 P.M. ET


China's final carbon emissions trading system (ETS) pilot programs will begin in April in Hubei province
and the state-level municipality of Chongqing, bringing to seven the number of test projects as China
considers a possible future nationwide plan for trading carbon dioxide credits.


Pilot projects started in the past year in Beijing, Shanghai and Tianjin, the south China city of
Shenzhen, and southern Guangdong province, where companies have until June to purchase credits to
offset emissions.


China has indicated a possible future move to a national ETS system, but timing is uncertain.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Ethanol: Chicago restaurants fight rising food prices
Date: Monday, June 09, 2014 7:17:05 AM


News Headline: Chicago restaurants fight rising food prices | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Chicago Sun-Times - Online
News Text: Despite a long-standing rivalry among Chicago's top dining spots, local restaurateurs can
agree to come to the table on one issue: rising food costs.
 
A major cause of higher prices for a wide variety of our menu items? An outdated federal energy
policy called the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS), which since 2005 has required that annually
increasing amounts of corn-based ethanol be blended into U.S. gasoline.
 
The massive price increases we have faced for a myriad of restaurant staples since this policy's
inception demand awareness and action.
 
As it stands, the RFS pits food growth against fuel production and it's clear who the winner has been.
With more than 40 percent of our nation's corn crop now earmarked for ethanol production, food
producers are struggling to secure adequate and affordable supplies of the corn, which accounts for
up to 70 percent of the grains fed to animals. Corn prices have spiked 275 percent since the RFS was
implemented, a crippling consequence that has forced more than 60,000 pork, poultry and beef
operations to shut down since 2007. Feed represents the largest single cost in raising chickens,
turkeys, cows and hogs and when the price of raising livestock and poultry grows, restaurants and
shoppers alike pay more for poultry, meat and dairy.
 
As the price for a wide variety of basic proteins and other staples increase, restaurants — most often
operated by small business owners — struggle to affordably secure the products their menus rely
on. Since the implementation of the RFS, wholesale prices for beef have risen 47 percent, dairy by 23
percent, and eggs a walloping 70 percent. In turn, this has increased total costs for full-service
restaurants by $691 million or nearly 9 percent according to a recent study by
PricewaterhouseCoopers. This burden puts the 517,900 Illinois jobs supported by the food service
industry at stake as restaurant owners struggle to keep costs at bay and payrolls flowing.
 
Unfortunately, the impact of higher food costs does not stop at our restaurants. Because corn is
used in three-fourths of all grocery store items, consumers are faced with higher prices for foods
ranging from tortillas, lunch meat and cereal to bakery products and candy. This resulted in the
average U.S. family of four paying $2,000 more for groceries in 2012 alone.
 
All this economic harm and for what? Due to the overwhelming demand for corn to meet the
requirements of the RFS, land devoted to corn has spiked by an excessive 22 percent. The rise in
corn production to grow food for fuel has come at the expense of conservation lands, grasslands and
farmlands needed to grow other crops necessary to a stable food supply. In just 10 southern Illinois
counties, more than 43,000 acres of land — an area larger than St. Louis — have been lost to corn
production since 2006, according to a recent expose by the Associated Press.



mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=22D4FACCC849406CB979BC1DF70A220D-JUJOHNSO

mailto:OLEMOUSTEveryone@epa.gov





 
Fortunately, for the first time since the policy's inception, the Environmental Protection Agency has
proposed to reduce the amount of ethanol required to be blended into gasoline this year. While this
is a step in the right direction, it will not permanently prevent ongoing food price volatility that the
food service industry and our customers are forced to grapple with. It's time that our federal
delegation in Washington work across the aisle to reform the RFS and prevent ongoing harm to
Illinoisans and the industries they rely on.
 
Dave Samber is owner and chef of Polo Cafe and Catering, located in Chicago. Michael Lapidus is
owner of 437 Rush Restaurant, also located in Chicago.
 








From: White, Hal
To: Kremer, Fran; Weaver, Jim
Subject: RE: Benzene, MTBE, and TBA plume lengths
Date: Wednesday, April 01, 2015 6:19:00 AM


Here’s a link to another interesting article on bottled water
http://www.desertsun.com/story/news/2015/03/05/bottling-water-california-drought/24389417/
Hal


From: Kremer, Fran 
Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2015 3:00 PM
To: Weaver, Jim; White, Hal
Subject: Benzene, MTBE, and TBA plume lengths
 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/gwat.12233/epdf
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From: Smith, TimR
To: Barolo, Mark
Cc: Gerber, Linda
Subject: RE: LUST Line and UST Training
Date: Friday, August 21, 2015 2:34:35 PM


Certainly!
 
I will contact Mr. Hendrix to see how best I can help him and his colleague with this matter.  I have a
few CDs with the training left.  I will offer to send him one.  Hopefully this will meet his need. 
 
Thanks,
Tim
 


From: Barolo, Mark
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 2:23 PM
To: Smith, TimR
Cc: Gerber, Linda
Subject: FW: LUST Line and UST Training
 
Hi Tim,
 
I met Mark Hendrix at the tribal conference this week.  He is a relatively new staff member in Region
8.  During the course of our discussion he mentioned that he ran into a few problems using the
UST/LUST virtual classroom on the NEIWPCC site.  I asked him to send me the issues and we would
look into it.  Please see the email below which contains an email chain with NEIWPCC in which he
describes the issues (broken links, etc.).
 
Can you take a look when you have a chance, and circle back with Mark Hendrix to help him (and his
colleague) get full access to the course.
 
Thanks a lot,
Mark
 


From: Hendrix, Mark 
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 12:32 PM
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: FW: LUST Line and UST Training
 
Hi Mark,
 
These are all the emails that were between myself and NEIWPCC about the problems that were
encountered when Matt Langenfeld took the UST Training.  I have not had a chance to go back and
see if the problem was fixed or not, in either case the first email in the chain will detail where the
errors were encountered.  I don’t know who else this needs to be forwarded to but please do so as
you see fit.  If you have any other questions on these problems please let me know and I will help
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out to any extent I can.
 
Thank you,
 


Mark
 


From: SUSAN BAILEY [mailto:SBAILEY@neiwpcc.org] 
Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2015 12:01 PM
To: Hendrix, Mark
Subject: RE: LUST Line and UST Training
 
Mark,
You’re welcome.  Thanks for letting us know about the web problem!
Susan
 


From: Hendrix, Mark [mailto:Hendrix.Mark@epa.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2015 1:42 PM
To: NEIWPCC
Subject: RE: LUST Line and UST Training
 
Susan,
 
Thank you for getting back with me so quickly and thank you for putting me in for the electronic
version of the LUST Line.
 
Mark
 


From: NEIWPCC [mailto:MAIL@neiwpcc.org] 
Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2015 11:24 AM
To: Hendrix, Mark
Cc: Jaclyn Harrison
Subject: RE: LUST Line and UST Training
 
Mark,
We have a hard copy and an electronic version (notified via email when the new version is up on our
website). I will put you in for the electronic version.
I will also forward this email to Jaclyn Harrison regarding the link issues.
 
Susan Bailey
 


From: Hendrix, Mark [mailto:Hendrix.Mark@epa.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2015 12:34 PM
To: NEIWPCC
Subject: LUST Line and UST Training
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To Whom it May Concern,
 
I have a couple of questions that have come up between LUST Line and the EPA UST Web-Based
Training.
 
For LUST Line I was going to set up a subscription for myself. While looking at the form in the current
issue I was wondering if this is for hard copy only, or is there a way to be put on an email list that
either sends an electronic copy of the current issue or notifies me of the release of a new issue. If
there is an email list that is used my email address is listed below.
 
As for the UST Training, there are a couple of issues that have come up that either I or one of my
coworkers have encountered. When using the link http://www.neiwpcc.org/OUST1.swf through
http://www.neiwpcc.org/trainingresources.asp and after clicking on continue it seems that the link
from continue may be broken, the website stops and I am not able to select anything other than
exit. I was personally able to complete the course using these links back in March of this year, so I
am assuming it is a rather new problem. We have found an alternate link that allows access to the
training through an EPA document, this is how my coworker has been able to access the course, but
has run into one problem listed out below:


 
· Module 2 (Basic UST Inspector Training)


o Topic 2 (On-Site Equipment Inspections)
§ Lesson 4 (Turbine/Piping Sumps)


· Pages 7 through 11 are blank, the completion checkmark therefor is
never given


 
I went through this link and was still able to get through the training and test, aside from the above
mentioned. Is there a way of accessing these 4 slides either through a different link or a pdf copy so
that my coworker is able to go through them.
 
Thank you for your time and any help you are able to give.
 
Mark S Hendrix
Environmental Protecton Agency
1595 Wynkoop St, MC:8P-R
Denver, CO 80202
(303) 312-6561
hendrix.mark@epa.gov
 
 


This email has been scanned for email related threats and delivered safely by Mimecast.
For more information please visit http://www.mimecast.com
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From: BNA Highlights
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Mar. 19 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report
Date: Tuesday, March 18, 2014 9:56:44 PM
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA Finalizes Standards for Kraft Pulp Mills
To Align With Existing Air Toxics Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency has aligned particulate
matter performance standards for new and modified kraft pulp
mills with existing air toxics standards for the industry....


Air Pollution
EPA Requests Rehearing in Indian Country NSR Case
The Environmental Protection Agency has asked the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit for panel rehearing or
rehearing en banc in a case that vacated a final rule establishing
new source review programs in Indian country...


Biotechnology
Dow Seeks Approval for Cotton Engineered
For Resistance to 2,4-D, Glufosinate
Dow AgroSciences LLC is seeking approval from the U.S.
Agriculture Department for a new variety of cotton engineered for
resistance to the herbicides 2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic acid,
commonly referred to as 2,4-D, and glufosinate....


Climate Change
Many Areas Could See Fewer Rainy Days
Due to Climate Change, Researchers Say
The Mediterranean Sea region, parcels of Central and South
America and Indonesia may experience as many as 30 more dry
days per year by the end of the century as a result of climate
change, according to research conducted by Scripps Institution...


Climate Change
Science Association Steps Into Policy Arena,
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Calls for Cuts in Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Expressing concern about what it views as stubborn public
skepticism regarding the causes and risks of climate change, the
world’s largest scientific society said March 18 it is stepping more
forcefully into the policy debate and will...


Drilling
Colorado Report Recommends Rule Changes
For Oil, Gas Operations in Flood, Fire Zones
Oil and gas wells in fire- and flood-prone areas should be
equipped with remote shutoff capability, according to a report of
recommendations provided to the Colorado Oil and Gas
Conservation Commission in the aftermath of natural disasters...


Drilling
Oklahoma Proposes to Require Testing,
Other Data-Gathering Activities Each Day
Oklahoma oil and gas regulators have approved tentative rules
that would require energy operators to conduct injection well
mechanical integrity testing and other data-gathering activities
each day, part of an effort to determine causes...


Drinking Water
Court Says Getty's Contribution Lawsuit
In MTBE Groundwater Case Can Continue
Getty Properties Corp. produced adequate evidence to allow it to
proceed with its suit for contribution against an operator of a New
Jersey gasoline station and transport company, a federal district
court ruled (In re Methyl Tertiary Butyl...


Drinking Water
New York City Urges Supreme Court 
To Deny Review in MTBE Contamination Case
New York City urged the Supreme Court to deny review of a case
upholding $104.69 million in damages against Exxon for
contaminating city drinking water resources with the gasoline
additive methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) (Exxon Mobil Corp....


Emissions Trading
Regional Trading Board Elects New Officers
The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative announced March 18 that
Kelly Speakes-Backman, commissioner of the Maryland Public
Service Commission, has been elected as the new chairman of
the RGGI Board of Directors, replacing Kenneth Kimmell,...


Emissions Trading
RGGI Caps Carbon Emissions at 82.8 Million Tons,
Accounts for Several Years of Banked Allowances
The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative announced an adjustment
to its regional carbon dioxide emissions cap March 17 to account
for the allowances that have been banked over the past several
years....


Endangered Species
Companies Sign Up for Protective Program
As Decision Nears on Lesser Prairie Chicken
Eight oil and gas companies, 14 electric utilities and a handful of
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other companies have signed conservation agreements for the
lesser prairie chicken as a March 31 deadline approaches for a
federal decision on whether to provide the bird with...


Endangered Species
Oklahoma, Oil and Gas Producers Sue
Interior, FWS Over ‘Sue and Settle' Tactics
Oklahoma and an alliance of independent oil and gas producers,
royalty owners and oil service companies have filed a federal
lawsuit against the Interior Department and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, alleging that the agencies engaged...


Energy
Examiner's Report on Green Field Energy
Prompts Settlement, Filing of Amended Plan
The Green Field Energy Services Inc. liquidation is another
example of a case in which an examiner's report brought about a
settlement that enabled the official creditors' committee to
support a Chapter 11 plan (In re Green Field Energy...


Energy
Methanol Shows Promise as Vehicle Fuel
But More Infrastructure Investment Needed
Methanol shows many benefits as a transportation fuel but needs
to compete with a crowded alternative fuels market,
administration officials said at the 2014 Methanol Policy Forum....


Energy
Organizations Ask Obama to Reverse
Course on Fracking, Natural Gas Exports
Environmental advocates will test President Barack Obama's
devotion to tackling the issue of climate change by ratcheting up
a campaign against hydraulic fracturing and the exports of
liquefied natural gas. ...


Energy
Proposed Coal Export Terminal on River
Now Required to Lease Submerged Land
The Oregon Department of State Lands has informed the
developer of a proposed coal export terminal on the Columbia
River that it has reversed an earlier decision and will now require
the terminal to obtain a lease for operations over submerged,...


Enforcement
Beijing Issues First Fines for Violations
Of New Municipal Air Pollution Ordinance
Beijing municipality has announced the first fines for violations of
a new air pollution control ordinance that took effect March 1,
amid indications that the Chinese government could adopt even
steeper nationwide penalties in 2014....


Fuel Efficiency
European Parliament Panel Approves
Measure to Allow More Fuel Efficient Trucks
Truck makers selling vehicles in the European Union would have
more leeway to modify the design of truck cabs, if the
modification results in improved fuel economy and therefore
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reduced carbon dioxide emissions, under a draft EU directive...


Hazardous Waste
Virginia Medical Waste Rule Review Planned
The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality is poised to
review the state's hazardous medical waste disposal regulation
(Code Section 9 VAC 20-120), according to a notice posted on
Virginia's regulation website. DEQ will...


Insurance
Cleanup 'Claim' Requiring Notice
To Insurers Need Not Be Filed in Court
A "claim" by a water district against Northrop Grumman Corp. for
cleanup of environmental contamination doesn't need to be filed
in court to trigger the company's duty to notify its insurers of
such a claim, the U.S. District...


International Issues
Environmental Council Plans to Meet
The U.S.-Dominican Republic-Central America Free Trade
Agreement (CAFTA-DR) parties will hold the eighth meeting of the
Environmental Affairs Council established under the CAFTA-DR on
April 2-3, according to a State Department and Office...


Mining
Two West Virginia Mine Runoff Cases Consolidated
Chief Judge Robert C. Chambers of the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of West Virginia consolidated March 17 two
citizen suits that allege Fola Coal Co. violated its clean water and
surface mining permits (Ohio Valley Environmental...


Oil Spills
Oil Spill Liability Cap Comment Period Extended
The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management will announce March
19 that it will extend the public comment period to April 25 for a
proposed 78 percent increase in the liability limit for offshore oil
spills under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990. The bureau's...


Pesticides
EPA Opens Farm Worker Protection Comment Period
The Environmental Protection Agency is scheduled to publish
March 19 a proposal in the Federal Register to revise its
agricultural worker protection standard for pesticides, opening a
90-day public comment period on the proposal. The EPA...


Radioactive Waste
D.C. Circuit Rejects Energy Department Bid
For Full Court Rehearing of Waste Fee Case
A federal appeals court March 18 rejected a petition from the
Energy Department that it rehear a case on nuclear power plants'
payment of fees for radioactive waste management (Nat'l Ass'n of
Regulatory Util. Comm'rs v. Dep't...


Toxic Substances
Companies Sought to Beta Test EDSP Web Filing
The Environmental Protection Agency is seeking pesticide and
chemical manufacturers willing to beta test an electronic, Web-
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based submission system the agency is developing to handle
responses to future Endocrine Disruptor Screening...


Toxic Substances
TSCA Reform Bills May Preempt State Rules
To Limit Chemical Releases, Attorneys Find
State restrictions of air or water releases of chemicals could be
interpreted as being preempted by at least one bill introduced on
Capitol Hill to modernize the Toxic Substances Control Act,
according to analyses the American Bar Association...


Water Pollution
Denver Water, Conservationists Reach Accord
On Protecting Fraser River, Trout Populations
Denver Water, Trout Unlimited and Grand County, Colo., have
reached an agreement spelling out protections designed to keep
the Fraser River and its trout populations healthy, the parties
said. ...


Water Pollution
EPA Regional Offices Refuse to Consider
Petitions for Stormwater Runoff Regulation
Three regional Environmental Protection Agency offices have
chosen not to address petitions filed by environmental groups in
mid-2013 seeking to require permits for stormwater runoff from
existing industrial and commercial properties...


Water Pollution
White House Touts Green Infrastructure
As Method for Building Climate Resiliency
A senior White House policy adviser said green infrastructure
approaches, such as installing porous pavements and strategically
placed wetlands to reduce stormwater flows, will help cities and
towns become more sustainable and their infrastructure...


Water Resources
Conference on Water Resources Legislation
Described as Headed Toward April 30 Finish
The House-Senate conference working to reconcile two water
infrastructure bills appears headed toward a windup of the work
at the end of April, according to Michael Toohey, president of the
Waterways Council, a coalition supportive of waterborne...


CORRECTION
An article in the March 18 report about a National Toxicology
Program webcast examining how to assess human studies on the
carcinogenicity of trichloroethylene (TCE) inaccurately stated
which cancers are being evaluated. It should have...


BNA INSIGHTS


The Securities Laws and the Sustainability Accounting
Standards Board
Uncertainties about future costs of doing business caused by the
proliferation of federal business regulations (which now run
thousands of pages), the radiations of Obamacare, continuing low
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Executives of seven advanced biofuels companies today warned President Obama that they would take their


business overseas if the government isn"t aggressive in supporting their industry.
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 7:26:47 AM


News Text: Executives of seven advanced biofuels companies today warned President Obama that
they would take their business overseas if the government isn't aggressive in supporting their
industry.
 
In a letter, the companies urged the president to both raise the proposed targets for biofuels use
this year and adjust the methodology by which they were calculated. U.S. EPA last fall proposed to
lower the federal mandates for both conventional ethanol and advanced biofuels, citing limits to the
amount of ethanol that can be used in fuel infrastructure and the slower-than-expected ramping up
of the advanced biofuels industry.
 
"The question at hand is whether the return on investment will flow predominantly to the United
States, or whether countries like China and Brazil will reap the economic and environmental rewards
of technologies pioneered in America," the companies wrote.
 
The signatories include Poet-DSM Advanced Biofuels LLC, which last week opened the nation's
largest cellulosic ethanol plant in Iowa, and other big companies that are in the final stages of
completing their first large-scale cellulosic facilities in the Midwest.
 
The companies said they were attracted to the United States because of the long-range policy
certainty created by the renewable fuel standard, which was passed into law in 2007 and called for
increasing levels of conventional ethanol and advanced biofuels to be blended into petroleum
gasoline and diesel. They've collectively invested billions of dollars in building biorefineries to
produce cellulosic ethanol, a type of advanced biofuel made from plant-based materials such as
agricultural residues and switchgrass.
 
The RFS called for the volume of advanced biofuels to surpass corn ethanol by the year 2022. The
production of advanced biofuels emits fewer greenhouse gases than conventional ethanol and does
not come with the "food versus fuel" debate of the corn ethanol sector.
 
EPA is required to determine each year whether to waive the volumes laid out in the RFS. In
November, the agency proposed for the first time to lower the refiners' requirements for blending
both ethanol and advanced biofuels. The agency's proposal called for a 16 percent reduction in the
total renewable fuel volume Congress envisioned for 2014. Refiners -- which applauded the proposal
but called for a wholesale elimination of the RFS -- would be required to blend 2.2 billion ethanol-
equivalent gallons, compared to the 3.75 billion statutory amount.
 
EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy has said in recent public appearances that the final rule, which is
currently at the White House Office of Management and Budget for review, would contain higher
targets.
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But in their letter, the advanced biofuel producers said that in order for investment to flow to their
industry, the final rule should also incorporate a methodology based on what the biofuels industry is
capable of producing and not on infrastructure restrictions. Higher numbers themselves would not
be enough to drive investment, they said.
 
"The current EPA proposal froze investment in cellulosic ethanol not because of the 2014 targets;
but rather, because it is not clear whether oil companies will be obligated to hit any annual RFS
targets going forward," the companies wrote. "If the proposed methodology is not fixed in the final
rule, the United States will no long be the global leader for advanced biofuel investment and the
2014 rule will have inadvertently done more than your worst critics have to harm a low carbon
industry you always championed."
 
Last week, Poet-DSM officials iterated similar warnings. The company opened a 25-million-gallon
cellulosic ethanol plant in northwest Iowa on Wednesday to great fanfare but said it had not yet
made any final decisions about where in the world it would expand. Poet LLC founder Jeff Broin said
those decisions would be based on policy stability.
 
"One of the things that's critical right now is that the United States stand behind its current policy,"
he said (Greenwire, Sept. 4).
 
The other companies signing the letter were Abengoa Bioenergy, DuPont Industrial Biosciences,
Fiberight, Mascoma Corp., Novozymes North America and Quad County Corn Processors. Abengoa is
planning to open a 25-million-gallon cellulosic ethanol plant in Kansas next month, while DuPont is
finishing construction on a 30-million-gallon plant in central Iowa.








From: White, Hal
To: Courtney, Devon
Cc: Miller, Paul; Smith, TimR
Subject: RE: EPA Basic UST Inspector Compliance Training
Date: Monday, October 07, 2013 2:03:00 PM


Devon--
By law I am only permitted to work on Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (LUST) activities (and I have no
knowledge of the UST training you mention anyway). Due to the ongoing government shutdown, all of our staff
who would have knowledge of the UST training, are legally barred from conducting any work that is non-LUST
related (such as the UST training). I am forwarding your email to a couple of UST staff since I'm not entirely sure
who will be best able to respond to your inquiry. However, no one is legally allowed to respond to you until the
government shutdown is over (whenever that may be).
Sorry for the inconvenience.


Hal


Hal White
Mailcode: 5403P
U.S. EPA/OSWER/OUST
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
FOR FEDEX OR UPS, SEND TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:
Two Potomac Yard (North Building, 6th Floor)
2733 S. Crystal Drive
Cube N-6311
Arlington, VA 22202
703-603-7177
703-603-0175 fax


"Scientific analysis should drive policy.  Neither policy nor politics should drive scientific results." (confirmation
hearings, Jan. 2001) "...policymakers need to take a precautionary approach to environmental protection...We must
acknowledge that uncertainty is inherent in managing natural resources, recognize it is usually easier to prevent
environmental damage than to repair it later, and shift the burden of proof away from those advocating protection
toward those proposing an action that may be harmful." (October speech at the National Academy of Sciences in
Washington, D.C., reported in Scientific American, Vol. 284, Jan. 2001)
    C. Whitman,


"It is not just a mistake for public health agencies to cooperate and collaborate with industries in investigating and
deciding whether public health is endangered--it is a direct abrogation and violation of the duties and responsibilities
of those public health organizations."
    Clair Patterson


-----Original Message-----
From: Courtney, Devon [mailto:devon@uta.edu]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 1:22 PM
To: White, Hal
Cc: Munoz, Janie
Subject: EPA Basic UST Inspector Compliance Training


Hi,


I recently completed the EPA Basic UST Inspector Compliance Training on-line. I created a log-in and password
but I was never able to re-use it. I had attempted to complete part of the testing and then log back in to finish it,
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however, I was forced to create a new log-in/password and start over. Is it possible to log back into an account once
it is created or must the test be completed in one log-in session?


Thank you,


Devon Luthy
Natural Resources Specialist
Center for Environmental Excellence
Division for Enterprise Development (Austin Office) University of Texas – Arlington Kaleido II, Suite 300
9390 Research Blvd
Austin, TX 78759
Office: 512.904.2281
Fax: 512.904.2288








From: Deitz, Rachel
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: RE: Material in response to MTBE FOIA request
Date: Tuesday, March 01, 2016 8:37:21 AM


Thanks!
 
Rachel Deitz
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
Environmental Protection Agency
 
202-564-0671
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Mail Code: 5401R
Washington, DC 20460
 


From: Smith, TimR 
Sent: Friday, February 26, 2016 3:00 PM
To: Deitz, Rachel <Deitz.Rachel@epa.gov>
Cc: Gerber, Linda <Gerber.Linda@epa.gov>; Barolo, Mark <Barolo.Mark@epa.gov>; Miller, Paul
<Miller.Paul@epa.gov>; White, Hal <White.Hal@epa.gov>; Burnell, Susan <Burnell.Susan@epa.gov>;
White, Hal <White.Hal@epa.gov>
Subject: Material in response to MTBE FOIA request
 
Hi Rachel -
 
I am gathering information for the FOIA with a general eye to release detection.  Some of my
stuff may cross-over to other subject areas.  I left a CD on your chair yesterday.  It contains
OUST's Web-based UST Inspector Training.  I refer to it below under 1.f.  In addition to it, I am
providing links below to websites and a brief description of the information that is available on
those websites on EPA-related material by subjects listed on the FOIA request.
 
1.e. detection of leaks of gasoline from UST systems
 
The following list of OUST publications should be provided by Karen or Sharon as part of
archived and current OUST publications.  I assume once you compile all information from
this group, we will have a brief meeting to make sure all material we think is appropriate to
send is identified and categorized before releasing anything.  I will make sure at that
time these are included:


Underground Storage Tanks: Requirements and Options
Automatic Tank Gauging Systems for Release Detection: Reference Manual for
Underground Storage Tank Inspectors
Doing Inventory Control Right for Underground Storage Tanks
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Getting the Most Out of Your Automatic Tank Gauging System
Introduction to Statistical Inventory for Underground Storage Tanks
List of Leak Detection Evaluations for UST Systems
Manual Tank Gauging for Small Underground Storage Tanks
Standard Test Procedures for Evaluating Various Leak Detection Methods
Straight Talk On Tanks (STOT)


1.e. and 1.f. detection of leaks of gasoline from UST systems and inspection of UST systems
and enforcement of UST system regulations and spill prevention programs
Description: These are links to pages on the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control
Commission (NEIWPCC) website.  These links provide access to information and training
material on UST prevention and cleanup issues sponsored by EPA:
 
Users can search NEIWPCC's Home Page for relevant information under the tab on the left
<Underground Storage Tanks> at: http://www.neiwpcc.org/
 
These are specific links from the Home Page that EPA thinks fit the FOIA request:
 
http://www.neiwpcc.org/tanksconference/
Description: This link is to the National Tanks Conference.  It contains information on past
tank conferences including archived presentations.
 
http://www.neiwpcc.org/lustline/llarchive.asp
Description: This link is to the LUSTLine publication that covers various prevention and
cleanup topics.
 
UST/Prevention
http://www.neiwpcc.org/ustwebinars.asp
Description: NEIWPCC Training Webinars - UST inspection focus.
 
http://www.neiwpcc.org/ustwebinararchive.asp
Description: Archived Meetings and Training - UST inspection focus.
 
http://www.neiwpcc.org/trainingresources.asp
Description: Various UST training resources.
 
http://www.neiwpcc.org/altfuels.asp
Description: Information pertaining to alternative fuels.


LUST/Corrective Action
http://www.neiwpcc.org/ustwebinars.asp
Description: NEIWPCC Webinars - same URL as prevention webinars.  Search for cleanup-
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related topics.
 
http://www.neiwpcc.org/ustwebinararchive.asp
Description: Webinar Archive - Same URL as prevention archives.  Search for cleanup-related
topics.
 
Operator Training
Note: This training is the same as EPA provide on CD
 
 
ASTSWMO - Tanks Webpage
 
http://www.astswmo.org/main/tanks_pubs.html
Description: This is a link to the Association of State and Territorial Solid Waste Management
Officials (ASTSWMO) - Tanks site. This page of their website contains publications that may be
considered sponsored by EPA.  It is not a complete list at this time.  I am adding this as a
placeholder.  We may or may not include it in the final package. 


UST Common Compliance Violations Report – FY 2012 (April 2014)
Operator Training Resource Guide and Spreadsheet (March 2012 Update)


Tim
(202) 564-0643
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: News Headline: BIOFUELS: EPA alters fuel-petition process in bid to speed approvals |
Date: Thursday, October 02, 2014 7:52:35 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: EPA alters fuel-petition process in bid to speed approvals | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: U.S. EPA announced changes yesterday to its renewable fuel petition process aimed at
reducing bottlenecks that biofuel producers say have stymied investment.
 
The changes allow biofuel developers to submit petitions to EPA for new fuels electronically and
have access to an online tool to help prepare petitions. EPA yesterday also released a new website
and guidance that gives step-by-step instructions for various fuels.
 
"We believe that our new process will help to standardize and improve the quality of incoming
petitions, which will reduce the time needed to review new petitions," EPA spokeswoman Christie St.
Clair said.
 
EPA uses the petition process to assess life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of new renewable fuels,
process technologies and feedstocks -- collectively referred to as renewable fuel pathways. Pathways
found to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 50 percent compared to a petroleum base line qualify
as advanced biofuels, while pathways with a 60 percent reduction count as cellulosic biofuels.
 
Only when a pathway is approved can refiners use it to comply with the renewable fuel standard, or
RFS, which mandates the use of both corn ethanol and advanced biofuels.
 
Approval by EPA is generally seen as a catalyst for next-generation biofuels because it creates
market demand. But EPA's process has dragged for months, and in some cases years, for individual
fuels.
 
Since 2010, EPA has received 60 petitions from companies spanning a variety of feedstocks and
technologies, including corn ethanol technologies and biofuels made from advanced feedstocks like
giant reed, biomass sorghum and jatropha. The agency has completed and approved 28 pathways,
less than half of the applications it has received.
 
Biofuel producers say that long approval timeline has held up projects in the advanced biofuels
industry that are otherwise ready to go.
 
"The agency has approved very few outstanding petitions this year, and many petitions -- particularly
cellulosic and advanced pathways -- have been waiting more than two years for approval," said
Brent Erickson, vice president of the environmental and industrial section at the Biotechnology
Industry Organization. "Without timely approvals, new biofuel producers can't contribute to meeting
the goals of the RFS."
 
Last March, EPA acknowledged that the delays were potentially hurting companies and announced it
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would launch a six-month review and update of the approval process (Greenwire, March 19). The
changes unveiled yesterday mark the end of that six-month review.
 
"Our objectives for all of these improvements are a more efficient and transparent petition process
with improved public service," EPA said on the new petition website. "We appreciate all of the input
received by our stakeholders during this improvement process, and EPA continues to welcome input
from our stakeholders with ideas about how to continue to improve the petition process."
 
Biofuels producers applauded the agency for sticking to its stated six-month deadline to issue
changes -- EPA has typically been delayed on not only pathway reviews but other renewable fuel
rulemakings -- and said it was a good first step.
 
"What they've provided for the first time is a screening tool, so they've provided actual direction in
terms of how you try to form up the pathway in the first place and what the pathway's trying to get
at," said Michael McAdams, president of the Advanced Biofuels Association and a vocal critic of the
pathway delays.
 
But, he said, "the proof is in the pudding." Thirty-two petitions are still pending at the agency,
according to EPA's website.
 
"Now that we have this new set of rules in, the real metric for performance is: How quickly do we
get these pending pathways through?" he said.
 
In its announcement in March, EPA said that it would focus its priorities on reviews of pathways that
involve non-food feedstocks, drop-in fuels that can be used in existing fuel infrastructure and
pathways with the highest potential greenhouse gas reductions.
 
 
Return to Top








From: Haerer, Ryan
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: FW: Review of EPA OUST Leak Detection and Fuel Properties
Date: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 11:06:57 AM


-----Original Message-----
From: Moriarty, Kristi [mailto:Kristi.Moriarty@nrel.gov]
Sent: Friday, June 20, 2014 10:46 AM
To: Haerer, Ryan
Subject: Review of EPA OUST Leak Detection and Fuel Properties


Hi Ryan,


Teresa Alleman and I reviewed the LD report. Thanks for passing it along. Teresa had some suggestions and
questions that may help the report. She is a fuel quality expert.


Let me know if you have any questions.


Thanks,
Kristi Moriarty


Phase separation with E10 isn’t happening.


My comments are as follows:


·         For the purposes of leak detection, while E30/E50 blends for example represent a significantly different fuel
than E0/E85, how will these blends be sold in the field?


o   Case 1: E30 is sold as a discrete blend in a dedicated tank. In this case, some concerns about different properties
are warranted.


o   Case 2: E30 is blended at the nozzle from E10 and E85 tanks (this is most common today). In this case, LD
equipment needs to work for E10 and E85 and this is likely a less significant problem than Case 1.


·         The assumption that E10 can be any blend below 10% is technically valid, but not practically so. Almost all
gasoline in the US is E10, so this can be a reasonable baseline. There are a few pockets of clear gasoline, but these
are the exception, not the norm.


·         I think that while D5798 allows a wide range of ethanol content, we don’t see that high of a range in reality.


·         The density of gasoline varies, look at CARB vs. RFG summer vs. winter. If the small density variations with
increasing ethanol content are a concern, shouldn’t they also be a concern for different base gasoline? I also note
that this is all based on a single gasoline and this is never made clear in the report. That’s a problem. Maybe this is
starting to show something interesting, but extrapolation to the universe isn’t appropriate, especially when E10
phase separation doesn’t exist in reality.


·         I think the potential variability in ethanol content, particularly for E10 is overstated.


·         Table 2 needs to include the test temperature.
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·         Phase separation is real, but needs to be quantified. Clearly, some occurs, but I highly doubt that even with
sufficient water bottoms, that E10 will separate to the point that the station is selling E8 or something like that.


·         How long until the mixture reaches equilibrium after a fuel drop? Is this minutes, hours, days?


o   Also, this assumes that free water on the bottom of the tank means that the fuel in the tank is already saturated,
right? Then, you add new fuel, assumed not to be saturated, so the water bottoms actually decrease in volume.
Unless it gets cooler and the water falls out due to solubility. But by that token, warming up would bring it back into
solution. Or does the water bottom get mixed up in the fuel, but never really saturates it, just makes an unstable
emulsion that breaks over time.


·         I’m not an expert in conductivity, but is a drop in two orders of magnitude significant? Maybe these levels are
high enough that it doesn’t matter. Also, I think there are additives that impact this property. This isn’t discussed at
all.


·         In Table 3 and beyond, it’s incorrect to list p-values at 1/0. P-values, by definition, are a value. So, list the
high and low p-value. On the low end, it is acceptable to list <0.0001, but to list 0 isn’t. Also, these tables not only
present F-values and ANOVA results and that is not clear from the table header.


·          The discussion on capacitance probes is too brief and needs more information. If the conductivity of the
mixture changes and it impacts some probes, but not others, this needs to be discussed. Does it affect probes that
represent 90% of the market or 0.9%?


·         The density from batch to batch of gasoline is different. These differences are at least as significant as the
differences due to ethanol. Wouldn’t the density change with every fuel drop, even if the mixture was the same
every time due to differences in gasoline density? It would, so should I be much more worried about the ability of
LD equipment in general? How long does it take density to come to equilibrium? What about a station with a turn
every day, does this come to equilibrium and does LD equipment work then? If so, what makes ethanol so much
more problematic?


·         What temperature was the data in Table 4 taken at? The sentence immediately preceding says temperature is
important.


·         The report states that as ethanol content dominates the blend, above 2.5% water, density of E50 and E85
increases. So, for example, the density of E50 changes from 0.7758 to 0.7951, a change of 0.0193. But for E0 to
E10, at 0% water, the density changes from 0.7222 to 0.7617, a change of 0.0395, a much larger change.


·          Why does only the E30 phase separate? What is unique about this ethanol blend level?


·         There is a lot made about the ANOVA and F-tests. But, the text says technologies that utilize this principle
may not be transferable between blends. But, there is no data to support this  conclusion.


·          Is the viscosity effect from ethanol greater than the temperature effect? If so, this should be brought out and
discussed.


·         Acidity of E85 is impacted by dissolved CO2 in the blend. For measuring acidity, a specific sparging
procedure has been recommended. This also changes over time. Is any of this taken into account in this discussion?


·         Phase separation isn’t occurring in the field in E10. Thus, section 4.8 really isn’t meaningful. A lot of stuff
can be made to happen in the lab that doesn’t happen in the field








From: Courtney, Devon
To: White, Hal
Cc: Munoz, Janie
Subject: RE: EPA Basic UST Inspector Compliance Training
Date: Monday, October 07, 2013 2:07:37 PM


Thank you Hal. I thought that the shut down may effect the testing procedures, I appreciate your time and response.


Thank you,


Devon Luthy
Natural Resources Specialist
Center for Environmental Excellence
Division for Enterprise Development (Austin Office)
University of Texas – Arlington
Kaleido II, Suite 300
9390 Research Blvd
Austin, TX 78759
Office: 512.904.2281
Fax: 512.904.2288
________________________________________
From: White, Hal [White.Hal@epa.gov]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 1:03 PM
To: Courtney, Devon
Cc: Miller, Paul; Smith, TimR
Subject: RE: EPA Basic UST Inspector Compliance Training


Devon--
By law I am only permitted to work on Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (LUST) activities (and I have no
knowledge of the UST training you mention anyway). Due to the ongoing government shutdown, all of our staff
who would have knowledge of the UST training, are legally barred from conducting any work that is non-LUST
related (such as the UST training). I am forwarding your email to a couple of UST staff since I'm not entirely sure
who will be best able to respond to your inquiry. However, no one is legally allowed to respond to you until the
government shutdown is over (whenever that may be).
Sorry for the inconvenience.


Hal


Hal White
Mailcode: 5403P
U.S. EPA/OSWER/OUST
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
FOR FEDEX OR UPS, SEND TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:
Two Potomac Yard (North Building, 6th Floor)
2733 S. Crystal Drive
Cube N-6311
Arlington, VA 22202
703-603-7177
703-603-0175 fax


"Scientific analysis should drive policy.  Neither policy nor politics should drive scientific results." (confirmation
hearings, Jan. 2001) "...policymakers need to take a precautionary approach to environmental protection...We must
acknowledge that uncertainty is inherent in managing natural resources, recognize it is usually easier to prevent
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environmental damage than to repair it later, and shift the burden of proof away from those advocating protection
toward those proposing an action that may be harmful." (October speech at the National Academy of Sciences in
Washington, D.C., reported in Scientific American, Vol. 284, Jan. 2001)
    C. Whitman,


"It is not just a mistake for public health agencies to cooperate and collaborate with industries in investigating and
deciding whether public health is endangered--it is a direct abrogation and violation of the duties and responsibilities
of those public health organizations."
    Clair Patterson


-----Original Message-----
From: Courtney, Devon [mailto:devon@uta.edu]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 1:22 PM
To: White, Hal
Cc: Munoz, Janie
Subject: EPA Basic UST Inspector Compliance Training


Hi,


I recently completed the EPA Basic UST Inspector Compliance Training on-line. I created a log-in and password
but I was never able to re-use it. I had attempted to complete part of the testing and then log back in to finish it,
however, I was forced to create a new log-in/password and start over. Is it possible to log back into an account once
it is created or must the test be completed in one log-in session?


Thank you,


Devon Luthy
Natural Resources Specialist
Center for Environmental Excellence
Division for Enterprise Development (Austin Office) University of Texas - Arlington Kaleido II, Suite 300
9390 Research Blvd
Austin, TX 78759
Office: 512.904.2281
Fax: 512.904.2288
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From: Tankersley, Julie
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: RE: Question on UST Course
Date: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 4:20:19 PM


Thanks Tim!!!
 
Julie A. Tankersley
USEPA - OECA - Office of Compliance
WJCS - Room 7033C, MC - 2227A
Office - 202-564-7002 / Fax - 202-564-0050
tankersley.julie@epa.gov
 


Looking for information on Inspector Training Requirements or Inspector
Credential Requirements?
Click Here: New Inspector Wiki Site
Contact me or Tracy Back (back.tracy@epa.gov), if you can't find what you
need.
 


From: Smith, TimR 
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 4:13 PM
To: Tankersley, Julie
Subject: FW: Question on UST Course
 
Hi Julie –
 
Yes, the course completed meets the training requirements for 3500.1. 
 
OUST developed the training in a modular format that currently contains two modules: an
introductory module, and a basic UST inspector module.  The introductory module provides
background information on the UST program and discusses general aspects of the program such as
importance of protecting groundwater resources.  There is no corresponding examination, by
design.  Core information necessary for UST compliance inspectors to successfully conduct
inspections is presented in the basic inspector module.  The corresponding certificate of completion
lists the name of that module.
 
I hope this information helps.  Give me a call if you want to talk about this further.
 
Best regards,
Tim
 
=================
TimR Smith
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
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Release Prevention Division - MC5402P
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
Email: smith.timr@epa.gov
Office: 703-603-7158
=================
 
 


From: Tankersley, Julie 
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 2:53 PM
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Question on UST Course
 
Hi Tim,
 
I am reviewing training documentation for a contractor inspector in Region 2.  He conducts RCRA-
UST inspections.  He provided the attached certificate for a course titled :The Basic Underground
Storage Tank Inspector Compliance Training”, dated November 22, 2011 (attached).  The RCRA UST
training requirements in place at that time are also attached (ust3-1-07REV.pdf). 
 
My question is: Does the course completed (attached certificate) meet the requirements for
“UST901: Introduction to the Underground Storage Tanks (UST) Program and Basic UST Inspector
Training Courses” as listed in the RCRA UST training requirements (ust3-1-07REV.pdf)?
 
The titles are different.  Just want to make sure one way or the other.
 
Thanks!
 
Julie A. Tankersley
USEPA - OECA - Office of Compliance
WJCS - Room 7033C, MC - 2227A
Office - 202-564-7002 / Fax - 202-564-0050
tankersley.julie@epa.gov
 


Looking for information on Inspector Training Requirements or Inspector
Credential Requirements?
Click Here: New Inspector Wiki Site
Contact me or Tracy Back (back.tracy@epa.gov), if you can't find what you
need.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: News Headline: In Depth: Banking on Biofuels |
Date: Tuesday, August 19, 2014 7:22:30 AM


News Headline: News Headline: In Depth: Banking on Biofuels | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Ethanol Producer Magazine - Online
News Text: The industry's principal lenders helped give rise to today's fleet of ethanol plants. Will
they help producers with the next stage?
 
The ethanol industry has known both sunny and rainy days. Leery of that volatility, many lenders
have tended to dip their toes in the water when the skies were clear—like during the ethanol plant
construction heyday of 2004-'06—only to get out when dark clouds emerged. As much as the boom
years fueled, and were fueled by, lending exuberance, the 2008-'09 downturn caused, and was
caused by, an exodus of debt financing amid the financial crisis and resultant recession.
 
Now, however, with the recession over and ethanol plants making money, when will the lending
institutions that bankrolled ethanol's first major build-out return to finance its second? The answer,
surprisingly, is that some big lenders never really left. “This is what we do,” says Tom Houser, vice
president and lead relationship manager in agribusiness banking with CoBank. “We are not just
looking to get in and get out in the industry that is in the ups or the downs. We are committed to
this in the long term as a bank and a system. We are very much a relationship lender, not a
transactional lender.”
 
CoBank is considered one of four primary lenders in the traditional corn ethanol space. The others
are AgStar Financial Services, AgCountry Farm Credit Services and Farm Credit Services of America.
Jeff Kistner, president of Flag Leaf Financial Management Inc. and a former CoBank employee, says
during 2005 and 2006 when the exuberance of the industry was peaking, many other financial
institutions wanted to lend, and some ultimately did. “The core group of lenders stepped to the
sideline because of the exuberance,” he says.
 
The core lenders in the Farm Credit System avidly watched the industry from the sidelines, however,
and because many took conservative approaches with their portfolios, they are still here today. Most
of the others left. “Many of the lenders that put their toe in the water have exited the industry,” says
Randy Aberle, senior vice president of agribusiness for AgCountry Farm Credit Services.
 
There's a good chance that today's strong ethanol plant margins could revive lender interest in the
space once again, however.   Since fourth quarter 2013, the industry has been experiencing
favorable weather, literally and figuratively. There has been with a strong export demand and
positive plant margins due to record corn crops plus a decrease from the 2012 drought-induced
record high corn price of $8 to around $4 at the end of July. “What producers and lenders need to
be doing right now is using the record margins to amortize their debt, and the one key success factor
for all the major producers through the cycle—a decade of ethanol—is really having significant
amounts of liquidity to weather the storm,” says Chris Wu, partner at Carl Marks Advisory Group
LLC. “It's inevitable that margins will contract and those who have the stronger balance sheets
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survive.”
 
Lenders agree that maintaining a strong balance sheet is important. Currently, advisors and lenders
in the space say profits are giving some producers more options than they've had in a long time.
“They've been able to pay down debt and avoid any imminent restructuring that was forced from
certain lenders when margins weren't such a great time for these guys,” says Scott Chabina, director
with Carl Marks Advisory Group. “Now they're looking at some capital projects they've had on their
shelves for anywhere between 18 to 24 months—looking at getting their own house in shape.”
 
Profit Purchases
Many producers are, as Chabina says, optimizing operations and eyeing new technologies at their
current facilities as no new corn ethanol plants are being built with the exception of Dakota Spirt
AgEnergy Biorefinery near Spiritwood, North Dakota. Coproducts and new technologies are what
profits are funding. “You see ethanol producers getting pretty creative, and in a commodity business
they have to be really, because it's a pennies game,” Chabina says. “As long as they can extract every
bit of value out of the corn kernel they are going to do so.”
 
New coproducts are coming, but corn oil, DDGS and CO2 remain the big three revenue sidestreams.
Corn oil is now produced at 80 to 90 percent of corn ethanol plants, and those that aren't extracting
it have mostly ruled it out to maintain a niche distillers grains customer base. “Corn oil projects have
shown a pretty good return on investment and have been pretty widely accepted with most of the
plants we've been working with,” says Jason Johnson, vice president and agribusiness team leader
with AgStar. “New technology is contributing to plant efficiency, and when there is economic
payback we are financing that.”
 
Even smaller improvements to increase plant efficiency are having an impact. “One of the interesting
things is there has been production creep, about 1 to 2 percent with existing plants, just based off of
the efficiencies they've been able to obtain, without seeing major expansion or a new plant coming
online,” Johnson says.
 
Lender Activity
Before considering financing, lenders are looking at credit profiles. “What we look at is if the existing
ethanol plant has had a history of steady production, does it have an industry average yield—gallon
per bushel—and does its debt profile follow the underwriting criteria as far as having additional
capacity, mainly if it has an acceptable debt load,” Houser says. “Borrowers have to have the profile
so they can show the collateral value and the repayment capacity the lenders are comfortable with.”
Lenders, who after the downturn added new agribusiness customers to their portfolios sparingly,
have opened their doors more widely in the past 24 months. “We are very much interested in
establishing new relationships with companies, in particular refinancing plants that have been up
and running,” Houser says.
 
The key word, though, is running. Cellulosic ethanol plants and other advanced biorefineries are an
area the core lenders are not participating in yet. “Lenders loan to existing ethanol plants, known
technology, known market channels, known collateral value, but nothing at present on a standalone
basis relative to cellulosic,” Houser says.







 
Aberle agrees. As a lender in the senior debt position, AgCountry usually waits for technology to be
fully established and replicated multiple times before financing. “We like to be on the leading edge,
but not the bleeding edge,” he says.
 
Getting these projects up and running has not been easy. “The reason cellulosic and advanced
biofuels are having a hard time getting going is, when you look at ethanol price to the margins, right
now, the best value on a future cash flow basis is in that 90 cents to $1.20 range and it takes $2 [per
gallon] to build,” Kistner says. “You'll never get that return on investment back.”
 
Lending Risks
Although they're not currently financing debt on advanced biofuels projects, many lenders are
watching and waiting for the technology to develop. Uncertainty about the federal government's
position on biofuels is, in no small part, contributing to lender hesitation in the space. “Advanced
biofuels are a very tricky industry, not only technologically, but also because the higher theme for
them is, if you do have a cut to the RFS on conventional ethanol and the advanced side, the fuels
that we are supposed to be building towards, it's difficult for people wanting to invest in a space
where they may cut the demand, the future market,” Chabina says.
 
Larry Johnson, industry veteran and ethanol consultant, echoes Chabina's concern. By waiting to
announce the renewable fuel standard's (RFS) 2014 renewable volume obligation (RVO) numbers, he
says, the EPA is creating the opposite effect from its ostensible end goal. “They said they would like
to see more cellulose and advanced biofuels, and everyone agrees with that, except who is going to
put money into a still relatively unproven area of cellulosic ethanol when the EPA might cut back on
the amount?”
 
Kistner agrees that policy uncertainty, and the commodity risk it poses, is deterring lenders from
engaging in biofuels today. The bogy, he says, is whether ethanol producers will continue to make
financial decisions that yield the sort of liquidity that can supersede the hurdle of government
uncertainty, which is out of everyone's hands.
 
Ultimately lenders outside of the Farm Credit Service system are staying away, and those in the
system are not lending to advanced biofuels yet. “Some of them have been attracted to the
industry's currently positive margins, but for many there are still some pretty negative connotations
associated with the industry,” says Jason Johnson. “They have just decided to stay away from it from
a policy standpoint at their banks, it is just not an area they are going to return to.”
 
Umbrellas at Hand
Although the downturn that spurred those negative connotations was half a decade ago, the loss is
still fresh in everyone's memory. The ethanol industry is no longer in its infancy, and its maturation
challenge will be creating and maintaining value over time, says Kistner.
 
The domestic ethanol market now is near or at a saturation point that could be temporary or long
term, depending on the federal government's commitment to the RFS. The industry is producing
close to the rate necessary to satisfy the renewable fuel volume of corn ethanol, which is 14.4 billion







gallons this year. “This is a record rate, next year the RFS caps out at 15 billion gallons from corn,”
Larry Johnson says.
 
Although there is still uncertainty surrounding the RFS, in a commodity business uncertainty is
certain. The core lenders, CoBank, AgStar, AgCountry and Farm Credit Services of America,
understand this and have learned how to get comfortable lending to the industry.
 
Plant margins are strong, lenders are engaged, and producers are investing in new technologies. The
outlook is bright, but umbrellas are being kept at hand. “It's just important to remember that in the
sunny days that producers are enjoying now, you actually need to put the money away for a rainy
day,” Wu says.
 
Author: Katie Fletcher
Staff Writer, Ethanol Producer Magazine
kfletcher@bbiinternational.com
701-738-4920 | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Ethanol Producer Magazine - Online
News Text: The industry's principal lenders helped give rise to today's fleet of ethanol plants. Will
they help producers with the next stage?
 
The ethanol industry has known both sunny and rainy days. Leery of that volatility, many lenders
have tended to dip their toes in the water when the skies were clear—like during the ethanol plant
construction heyday of 2004-'06—only to get out when dark clouds emerged. As much as the boom
years fueled, and were fueled by, lending exuberance, the 2008-'09 downturn caused, and was
caused by, an exodus of debt financing amid the financial crisis and resultant recession.
 
Now, however, with the recession over and ethanol plants making money, when will the lending
institutions that bankrolled ethanol's first major build-out return to finance its second? The answer,
surprisingly, is that some big lenders never really left. “This is what we do,” says Tom Houser, vice
president and lead relationship manager in agribusiness banking with CoBank. “We are not just
looking to get in and get out in the industry that is in the ups or the downs. We are committed to
this in the long term as a bank and a system. We are very much a relationship lender, not a
transactional lender.”
 
CoBank is considered one of four primary lenders in the traditional corn ethanol space. The others
are AgStar Financial Services, AgCountry Farm Credit Services and Farm Credit Services of America.
Jeff Kistner, president of Flag Leaf Financial Management Inc. and a former CoBank employee, says
during 2005 and 2006 when the exuberance of the industry was peaking, many other financial
institutions wanted to lend, and some ultimately did. “The core group of lenders stepped to the
sideline because of the exuberance,” he says.
 
The core lenders in the Farm Credit System avidly watched the industry from the sidelines, however,
and because many took conservative approaches with their portfolios, they are still here today. Most
of the others left. “Many of the lenders that put their toe in the water have exited the industry,” says







Randy Aberle, senior vice president of agribusiness for AgCountry Farm Credit Services.
 
There's a good chance that today's strong ethanol plant margins could revive lender interest in the
space once again, however.   Since fourth quarter 2013, the industry has been experiencing
favorable weather, literally and figuratively. There has been with a strong export demand and
positive plant margins due to record corn crops plus a decrease from the 2012 drought-induced
record high corn price of $8 to around $4 at the end of July. “What producers and lenders need to
be doing right now is using the record margins to amortize their debt, and the one key success factor
for all the major producers through the cycle—a decade of ethanol—is really having significant
amounts of liquidity to weather the storm,” says Chris Wu, partner at Carl Marks Advisory Group
LLC. “It's inevitable that margins will contract and those who have the stronger balance sheets
survive.”
 
Lenders agree that maintaining a strong balance sheet is important. Currently, advisors and lenders
in the space say profits are giving some producers more options than they've had in a long time.
“They've been able to pay down debt and avoid any imminent restructuring that was forced from
certain lenders when margins weren't such a great time for these guys,” says Scott Chabina, director
with Carl Marks Advisory Group. “Now they're looking at some capital projects they've had on their
shelves for anywhere between 18 to 24 months—looking at getting their own house in shape.”
 
Profit Purchases
Many producers are, as Chabina says, optimizing operations and eyeing new technologies at their
current facilities as no new corn ethanol plants are being built with the exception of Dakota Spirt
AgEnergy Biorefinery near Spiritwood, North Dakota. Coproducts and new technologies are what
profits are funding. “You see ethanol producers getting pretty creative, and in a commodity business
they have to be really, because it's a pennies game,” Chabina says. “As long as they can extract every
bit of value out of the corn kernel they are going to do so.”
 
New coproducts are coming, but corn oil, DDGS and CO2 remain the big three revenue sidestreams.
Corn oil is now produced at 80 to 90 percent of corn ethanol plants, and those that aren't extracting
it have mostly ruled it out to maintain a niche distillers grains customer base. “Corn oil projects have
shown a pretty good return on investment and have been pretty widely accepted with most of the
plants we've been working with,” says Jason Johnson, vice president and agribusiness team leader
with AgStar. “New technology is contributing to plant efficiency, and when there is economic
payback we are financing that.”
 
Even smaller improvements to increase plant efficiency are having an impact. “One of the interesting
things is there has been production creep, about 1 to 2 percent with existing plants, just based off of
the efficiencies they've been able to obtain, without seeing major expansion or a new plant coming
online,” Johnson says.
 
Lender Activity
Before considering financing, lenders are looking at credit profiles. “What we look at is if the existing
ethanol plant has had a history of steady production, does it have an industry average yield—gallon
per bushel—and does its debt profile follow the underwriting criteria as far as having additional







capacity, mainly if it has an acceptable debt load,” Houser says. “Borrowers have to have the profile
so they can show the collateral value and the repayment capacity the lenders are comfortable with.”
Lenders, who after the downturn added new agribusiness customers to their portfolios sparingly,
have opened their doors more widely in the past 24 months. “We are very much interested in
establishing new relationships with companies, in particular refinancing plants that have been up
and running,” Houser says.
 
The key word, though, is running. Cellulosic ethanol plants and other advanced biorefineries are an
area the core lenders are not participating in yet. “Lenders loan to existing ethanol plants, known
technology, known market channels, known collateral value, but nothing at present on a standalone
basis relative to cellulosic,” Houser says.
 
Aberle agrees. As a lender in the senior debt position, AgCountry usually waits for technology to be
fully established and replicated multiple times before financing. “We like to be on the leading edge,
but not the bleeding edge,” he says.
 
Getting these projects up and running has not been easy. “The reason cellulosic and advanced
biofuels are having a hard time getting going is, when you look at ethanol price to the margins, right
now, the best value on a future cash flow basis is in that 90 cents to $1.20 range and it takes $2 [per
gallon] to build,” Kistner says. “You'll never get that return on investment back.”
 
Lending Risks
Although they're not currently financing debt on advanced biofuels projects, many lenders are
watching and waiting for the technology to develop. Uncertainty about the federal government's
position on biofuels is, in no small part, contributing to lender hesitation in the space. “Advanced
biofuels are a very tricky industry, not only technologically, but also because the higher theme for
them is, if you do have a cut to the RFS on conventional ethanol and the advanced side, the fuels
that we are supposed to be building towards, it's difficult for people wanting to invest in a space
where they may cut the demand, the future market,” Chabina says.
 
Larry Johnson, industry veteran and ethanol consultant, echoes Chabina's concern. By waiting to
announce the renewable fuel standard's (RFS) 2014 renewable volume obligation (RVO) numbers, he
says, the EPA is creating the opposite effect from its ostensible end goal. “They said they would like
to see more cellulose and advanced biofuels, and everyone agrees with that, except who is going to
put money into a still relatively unproven area of cellulosic ethanol when the EPA might cut back on
the amount?”
 
Kistner agrees that policy uncertainty, and the commodity risk it poses, is deterring lenders from
engaging in biofuels today. The bogy, he says, is whether ethanol producers will continue to make
financial decisions that yield the sort of liquidity that can supersede the hurdle of government
uncertainty, which is out of everyone's hands.
 
Ultimately lenders outside of the Farm Credit Service system are staying away, and those in the
system are not lending to advanced biofuels yet. “Some of them have been attracted to the
industry's currently positive margins, but for many there are still some pretty negative connotations







associated with the industry,” says Jason Johnson. “They have just decided to stay away from it from
a policy standpoint at their banks, it is just not an area they are going to return to.”
 
Umbrellas at Hand
Although the downturn that spurred those negative connotations was half a decade ago, the loss is
still fresh in everyone's memory. The ethanol industry is no longer in its infancy, and its maturation
challenge will be creating and maintaining value over time, says Kistner.
 
The domestic ethanol market now is near or at a saturation point that could be temporary or long
term, depending on the federal government's commitment to the RFS. The industry is producing
close to the rate necessary to satisfy the renewable fuel volume of corn ethanol, which is 14.4 billion
gallons this year. “This is a record rate, next year the RFS caps out at 15 billion gallons from corn,”
Larry Johnson says.
 
Although there is still uncertainty surrounding the RFS, in a commodity business uncertainty is
certain. The core lenders, CoBank, AgStar, AgCountry and Farm Credit Services of America,
understand this and have learned how to get comfortable lending to the industry.
 
Plant margins are strong, lenders are engaged, and producers are investing in new technologies. The
outlook is bright, but umbrellas are being kept at hand. “It's just important to remember that in the
sunny days that producers are enjoying now, you actually need to put the money away for a rainy
day,” Wu says.
 
Author: Katie Fletcher
Staff Writer, Ethanol Producer Magazine
kfletcher@bbiinternational.com
701-738-4920








From: Shenade Reid
To: Burnell, Susan
Subject: Global Gas Processing Infrastructure Market 2016-2026
Date: Tuesday, March 29, 2016 6:28:22 AM


Global Gas Processing Infrastructure
Market 2016-2026 
Capex & Capacity Forecasts and Project Details for
Onshore Processing Plants 


Energy Industry Report 
Publication date: 16th March 2016
Number of Pages: 264 


------------------------------------------------------------


Investment in gas processing infrastructure is dictated by unique supply and demand
circumstances in different geographies, such as the unconventional gas boom in the US and
Canada and growth in the domestic demand for gas in places like the UAE and Saudi Arabia.
The re-entrance of Iran in the global oil and gas sphere will result in large investments being
made in order to process gas that will be produced from the remaining phases of the South
Pars field. Russia will also be a major driver of growth in the global gas processing market as
it has signed a 30 year contract to supp ly gas to China, and is therefore focused on
constructing a plant that will exclusively process gas for Chinese exports. 


The global gas processing market is set to witness continuous investment throughout the
forecast period, though the location of these investments will vary significantly year-on-year.
The current low oil price has resulted in a slowdown in investments on gas field developments,
in turn delaying processing projects. However, most of these projects will not be cancelled as
there is wider global requirement for gas with countries seeking to reduce their emission
levels, utilising gas as a cleaner transitional fuel.


Visiongain calculates the global gas processing infrastructure market to be worth $12.88bnin
2016.


Did you know?


- The Middle East is forecast to have the largest total CAPEX for the 2016-2026 forecast
period.


- North America accounts for the most amount of gas processing plants that will be
constructed in a single region during the forecast period. 


- Russia is seeking to move gas exports away from Europe and into China, resulting in the
construction of a giant gas processing plant that will be utilised to process pipeline ready gas
for Chinese exports.
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- With the removal of economic sanctions, Iran is increasing its non-associated gas field
developments and each one of these developments will also see the construction of a onshore
gas processing plant. 


Key Features:


1) The report provides CAPEX and capacity forecasts of the global gas processing
infrastructure market from 2016-2026


2) The report provides CAPEX forecasts and analysis for the 6 main regions
investing in gas processing infrastructure projects from 2016-2026:
- North America
- Middle East
- Russia & Caspian
- Africa
- Asia
- RoW


3) The report provides CAPEX and capacity forecasts, as well as analysis, for 16
national gas processing infrastructure markets from 2016-2026:
- US
- Canada
- Iran
- UAE
- Saudi Arabia
- Oman
- Algeria
- Nigeria
- East Africa
- Ghana
- Russia
- Azerbaijan
- Uzbekistan
- Kazakhstan
- India
- China


4) The report includes tables of existing gas processing infrastructure throughout
the world, as well as tables detailing under construction and proposed gas
processing plants
Existing Infrastructure:
- Location
- Owner
- Number of plants
- Capacities


Under Construction and Proposed Plants:
- Project name
- Operator







- Cost
- EPC start date
- Project start date


5) The report also contains profiles (including market shares) of the leading
companies involved in the gas processing infrastructure market (based on new
project spending)
- ADCO
- ADNOC
- C hevron
- Gazprom
- Ghana Gas Company
- KazMunayGaz
- Lukoil
- Pars Oil & Gas Company
- Saudi Aramco
- SOCAR 


6) The report is underpinned by consultation with experts in the gas processing
market. The report includes the transcripts of exclusive interviews with:
- Twister BV
- ADI Analytics


Who should read this report?
• Anyone within the gas processing value chain
• CEOs
• COOs
• CIOs
• Business development managers
• Marketing managers
• Technologists
• Suppliers
• Investors
• Banks
• Government agencies
• Contractors


This report is essential reading for you or anyone in the oil & gas sector sector with an interest
in the gas processing market. Purchasing this report today will help you to recognise
important market opportunities and understand the possibilities there. 
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From: Anderson, Will
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn; Barolo, Mark
Subject: RE: Princeton Groundwater Courses: Pollution/Hydrol-Feb 24-Tampa, Mar 10-SanFran-Remed-Apr 28-Las Vegas
Date: Friday, January 10, 2014 12:29:01 PM


Hmmmm…  Queenie just did that big course in Amherst, MA, so I’d say she’s good for a while.  My guess is that it’s pretty
technical, so that’d leave Hal, who doesn’t typically travel, and Tom, who will be out a bit in the upcoming months and
may not want to stray too far from home either.
 
Maybe we should send Mark???
 
Will
 


From: Hoskinson, Carolyn 
Sent: Thursday, January 09, 2014 11:40 AM
To: Anderson, Will; Barolo, Mark
Subject: FW: Princeton Groundwater Courses: Pollution/Hydrol-Feb 24-Tampa, Mar 10-SanFran-Remed-Apr 28-Las Vegas
 
Is there anyone on our staff who we think would benefit from taking these courses? 
 
 
 


From: Robert Cleary [mailto:robert@princeton-groundwater.ccsend.com] On Behalf Of Robert Cleary
Sent: Thursday, January 09, 2014 11:09 AM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Subject: Princeton Groundwater Courses: Pollution/Hydrol-Feb 24-Tampa, Mar 10-SanFran-Remed-Apr 28-Las Vegas
 


Having trouble viewing this email? http://tinyurl.com/khlna45


Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you took one of our courses, or have a professional
interest in groundwater training courses. To see pictures, Enable Show Images and Enable Links. Please add
robert_cleary@princeton-groundwater.com to your address book so our occasional notices end up in your inbox.
 
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.


HTML


Robert W. Cleary, John A. Cherry, Michael C. Kavanaugh, Bernard H. Kueper,
Murray D. Einarson, David Kaminski, Douglas G. Larson and Richard Rago


 


Course Date & Location:


February 24-28, 2014 Tampa, FL
March 10-14, 2014 San Francisco, CA
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Course Description:


The course is the only one-week course being offered in the U.S. or Europe which
comprehensively covers all aspects of groundwater pollution and hydrology from
theory to practice. The instructors are recognized as among the top leading
experts and teachers in the field and collectively have over 150 years of practical
experience. The course is the established standard among groundwater training
courses and for this reason has consistently had the largest attendance of all
courses offered anywhere in groundwater.


Over 1,200 pages of lecture notes have been written specifically for this course.
Practical aspects are particularly emphasized through the study of illustrative case
histories of groundwater contamination and remediation developed by Geosyntec
Consultants and other leading consulting companies. Based on the results of
several hundred projects, these lectures stress a practical approach to cleanup 
which is acclaimed by industry and regulators alike.


One of the most widespread and difficult problems in groundwater contamination
and remediation today is dense non-aqueous phase liquids (DNAPLs). Dr. John
Cherry is the co-editor and co-author of several chapters in the premier book on
the subject: "Dense Chlorinated Solvents and Other DNAPLs in Groundwater." He
is recognized as one of the leading experts in the world in the area of applied
research on assessment and remediation of DNAPLs and is the Director of the
University Consortium for Field-Focused Groundwater Contamination Research,
established in 1988. Dr. Cherry will present the basic concepts underlying the
occurrence, behavior and movement of DNAPLs in sedimentary deposits, clays
and fractured rocks.


The course will also cover the latest theory and applications of ASTM's RBCA
(Risk Based Corrective Action), including Monitored Natural Attenuation and Tiers
1, 2 and 3 in assessing groundwater contamination and establishing cleanup
criteria.


Over 1000 slides are shown throughout the entire course. Among groundwater
professionals, the Princeton Course is considered a must course of outstanding
educational value.


Course Topics:


Overview and Introduction to Groundwater Pollution and Hydrology
Principles and fundamental Concepts of Groundwater Flow, Contamination,
fate and transport and natural attenuation
Groundwater Monitoring and Sampling Technology
Remediation Strategies for RCRA, Superfund and Brownfield Sites
Illustrative Case Histories of Groundwater Contamination, Cleanup and
Management Costs and Aquifer Restoration Alternatives, including
Monitored Natural Attenuation, Bioremediation and Permeable Reactive
Barriers
Occurrence, Movement and Implications of DNAPL’s and LNAPL’s with
Respect to Site Monitoring and Remediation in Sedimentary Deposits, Clay
Aquitards and Fractured Hard Rock
Wellhead Protection under the Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments
Introduction to Mathematical Modeling in Groundwater Pollution and
Hydrology: Emphasis on Practical Applications (using MODFLOW, MT3D)
Determining Aquifer Parameters from Pumping & Slug Test Methods as
well as Borehole Flow Meters. "Pumping Tests" in the vadose zone to
determine the Radius Of Influence for Soil Vapor Extraction Remediation
Fundamental Concepts and Theory of Water and Chemical Movement in
the Unsaturated Zone; Laboratory Methods and Field Equipment to
Characterize Soils and Sample Water/Gases in the Vadose Zone


DFN
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Field Collection Techniques (water, soil, vapor) and 3D Site
Characterization Techniques, including Direct Push Methods and High
Resolution K techniques


Who Should Attend?


Groundwater Hydrologists
Geologists
Engineers
Chemists
Environmental Scientists


State/Federal Regulators
Project Managers
Compliance Program Managers
Technical Experts


Course Fee: US$1,595


Course fees cover all course materials and refreshments breaks.


Course Registration:


Early registration is strongly advised for this popular course. Enrollment is limited
and applications will be accepted in the order they are received. To enroll today,
click here, or call (813) 964-0800. Please make checks payable to Princeton
Groundwater, Inc. The full fee is due two weeks before the first day of class unless
prior arrangements for invoicing have been made. This fee will be fully refunded if
cancellation is received 2 weeks before the course, thereafter 50% of the fee will
be refunded. Substitutions may always be made.


Course Materials and Continuing Education Units


Students will receive over 1,200 pages of lecture notes in an attractive binder. In
addition, they will be given a certificate of satisfactory completion and qualify to
receive 3.5 Continuing Education Units (CEUs). A record is kept of these units and
transcripts may be requested at a later date.


The preceding message was sent to you as a service by Princeton Groundwater Inc. If you do not wish to
receive future editions of this training news, please email remove@princetongroundwater.com 
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Register at:


PRINCETON GROUNDWATER, Inc.


P.O. Box 273776
Tampa, FL 33688-3776


Phone: (813) 964-0800
Fax: (813) 925-4353


E-mail:
info@Princeton-Groundwater.com


Join us on Facebook 
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Course Date & Location:


April 28-May 2, 2014  Las Vegas, NV


Course Description


Princeton Groundwater's Remediation Course is the most comprehensive course
on remediation available. Every aspect of remediation is covered from three-
dimensional hydrogeochemical characterization, through practical details of all
remediation technologies, to computer-simulated remedial alternatives such as
Natural Attenuation, Pump & Treat, Funnel & Gate, Interceptor Trenches and
complete Hydraulic Containment using barriers and capping. All aspects of Indoor
Air Vapor Intrusion are also covered. The course also covers many essential topics
which are not found in any other courses or books. The course, however,
assumes some technical background and experience in contamination
problems. Those who have taken Princeton Groundwater's The Groundwater
Pollution and Hydrology Course (see course above) should be well prepared
as this course is the next step.


The objective of this course is to teach remediation from the key methodologies to
collect hydrogeochemical data, through selecting and designing remediation
systems based on geological and biological effects and air/water carriers. In
addition, students may participate in an optional session Friday afternoon using
computers to hands-on simulate remediation hydrology, groundwater pathways,
capture zones, mass transport, natural attenuation, and alternative remediation
designs.


Course Topics


Fundamental and Advanced Concepts of Remediation Hydrogeology
Fundamental and Advanced Concepts of Fate and Transport
Field Methods to Determine Remediation Design Hydraulic Parameters
DNAPL and LNAPL Source Zones and Dissolved Plumes
Fate and Transport and Enhanced Natural Attenuation for Remediation of
MTBE (In Situ and Ex Situ).
Flux-Based (Mass Discharge rates) Corrective Action and Remediation Vs.
Risk-Based Correction Action (RBCA) Based on Monitoring Well
Concentrations
The Remedial Investigation (RI)/Feasibility Study (FS) Process
Advanced 3D Site Characterization Field Methods
2D vs. 3D Capture Zones of Contaminant Plumes
Strategic Approach to Cost Effective Remedial Design
Bioremediation: Pathways, Stoichiometry, Kinetics, Engineering Design for
In-Situ Applications, Limitations and Natural Attenuation
Remediation and Control Using "Water As A Carrier": The Proper Use of
Pump and Treat Systems
Monitored Natural Attenuation: Limitations And Applications In Remediation
Remediation Using "Air As A Carrier": Vapor Extraction Systems, Vacuum
Enhanced Systems, Air Sparging Remediation Designs
Ex-Situ Treatment Technologies
Principles of Advanced Remediation Systems: Fracturing, Reactive Walls,
Waterloo’s Funnel and Gate, Reactive Zones, Phytoremediation and
Enhancements To The Basic Carrier Remediation Designs.
DNAPL Migration in Heterogeneous Deposits, and Fractured Hard Rock
Practical Design and Operation of Soil Vapor Extraction and Air Sparging
Pilot Studies
Permeable Treatment Walls and In Situ Chemical Oxidation
Use of Water Flooding, Alcohol Flooding and Thermal Technologies for
NAPL Removal
Use of Thermal Technologies for NAPL Removal


Indoor Air Vapor Intrusion: Concepts, Practices and Mitigation
Remediation Applications of the U.S.G.S.’s MODFLOW using
Schlumberger Water Services’ Visual MODFLOW Pro


Orica-EXSitu


---------------------
Click on a name below to see an


instructor's biography


Robert W. Cleary
Princeton Groundwater, Inc.


Michael C. Kavanaugh
Geosyntec Consultants


Bernard H. Kueper
Department of Civil Engineering


Queen's University


Murray D. Einarson
Haley & Aldrich, Inc.


Douglas G. Larson
Geosyntec Consultants


Richard Rago
Haley & Aldrich, Inc


.-------------------
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Friday Afternoon is an Optional Bonus Session (12:00 to 5:30 P.M.)
Hands-On Computer Modeling in Remediation Engineering
Hands-on Computer Simulation Exercises of Exposure Pathways,
Capture Zones, Natural Attenuation, Remediation scenarios such as
Pump & Treat, Trenches and Capping using BiIOSCREEN-AT and
Schlumberger Water Services' Visual MODFLOW
Please scroll down to see more details on the bonus 5.5-Hour
Modeling Mini-Course.


Who Should Attend?


Remediation Experts
Groundwater Hydrologists
Geologists
Engineers
Chemists


Environmental Scientists
State/Federal Regulators
Project Managers
Compliance Program Managers
Industrial Site Owners


Course Fee: US$1,595


Course fees cover all course materials and refreshments breaks.


Course Registration:


Early registration is strongly advised for this popular course. Enrollment is limited
and applications will be accepted in the order they are received. To enroll today,
click here, or call (813) 964-0800. Please make checks payable to Princeton
Groundwater, Inc. The full fee is due two weeks before the first day of class unless
prior arrangements for invoicing have been made. This fee will be fully refunded if
cancellation is received 2 weeks before the course, thereafter 50% of the fee will
be refunded or the entire fee applied to a future course. Substitutions may always
be made.


Course Materials and Continuing Education Units


Students will receive over 1,200 pages of lecture notes in an attractive binder. In
addition, they will be given a certificate of satisfactory completion and qualify to
receive 4.1 Continuing Education Units (CEUs). A record is kept of these units and
transcripts may be requested at a later date.


BONUS COURSE:


5.5-hr. Optional Hands-on Computer Modeling of Contamination and
Remediation Engineering and Design


FRIDAY (12:00-5:30 PM)


The remediation course formally ends at 11:30 am on Friday. Friday afternoon is
an optional bonus session for those interested in an introduction to hands-on
computer modeling of contamination and remediation engineering using the well
known Numerical and Analytical software packages:


Schlumberger Water Services' Visual MODFLOW
Bioscreen-AT (S.S. Papadopulos & Assoc, Inc., US EPA and US Air Force)


Register at:


PRINCETON GROUNDWATER, Inc.


P.O. Box 273776
Tampa, FL 33688-3776


Phone: (813) 964-0800
Fax: (813) 925-4353


E-mail:
info@Princeton-Groundwater.com
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NO PREVIOUS MODELING EXPERIENCE NECESSARY


Friday Afternoon Course Schedule:


12:00-1:00 Applied Remediation Modeling Lecture. (Cleary)


1:00-1:30
Overviews of the Bioscreen-AT (Analytical Model) and
MODFLOW (Numerical Models) Hands-On Computer
Modeling Exercises. (Cleary)


1:30-5:30 Hands-On Computer Modeling Exercises in
Remediation Engineering


 


1. BIOSCREEN-AT (The Corrected
Version of EPA's Analytical
Transport Model). Using it as a
screening tool in a risk-based
cleanup example.


2. Drumco: Hands-on Computer Simulation
Exercise in Remediation Modeling Using
Schlumberger's Numerical Flow Model, Visual
Modflow, to simulate various methods of
capturing or containing a PCE dissolved phase
plume (Pump & Treat, Barrier Walls/Capping and
an Interceptor Trench)


 


OPTIONAL COURSE ENDS AT 5:30 P.M.


Bonus9
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From: Kremer, Fran
To: White, Hal; Weaver, Jim
Subject: FW: EPA Proposes Increase in Renewable Fuel Levels
Date: Wednesday, May 18, 2016 2:47:05 PM


 


From: Christie St. Clair [mailto:stclair.christie@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 18, 2016 2:27 PM
To: Kremer, Fran <Kremer.Fran@epa.gov>
Subject: EPA Proposes Increase in Renewable Fuel Levels
 


CONTACT:
Christie St. Clair


stclair.christie@epa.gov


202-564-2880


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
May 18, 2016


EPA Proposes Increase in Renewable Fuel Levels 
WASHINGTON — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today proposed increases in renewable fuel


volume requirements across all types of biofuels under the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) program. The


proposed increases would boost renewable fuel production and provide for ambitious yet achievable growth.


“The Renewable Fuel Standards program is a success story that has driven biofuel production and use in the U.S.


to levels higher than any other nation,” said Janet McCabe, acting assistant administrator for EPA’s Office of Air and


Radiation. “This administration is committed to keeping the RFS program on track, spurring continued growth in


biofuel production and use, and achieving the climate and energy independence benefits that Congress envisioned


from this program.”


The proposed volumes would represent growth over historic levels:


·         Total renewable fuel volumes would grow by nearly 700 million gallons between 2016 and 2017.


·         Advanced renewable fuel — which requires 50 percent lifecycle carbon emissions reductions — would


grow by nearly 400 million gallons between 2016 and 2017.


·         The non-advanced or “conventional” fuels portion of total renewable fuels — which requires a minimum of


20 percent lifecycle carbon emissions reductions — would increase by 300 million gallons between 2016


and 2017 and achieve 99 percent of the Congressional target of 15 billion gallons.


·         Biomass-based biodiesel — which must achieve at least 50 percent lifecycle emissions reductions —


would grow by 100 million gallons between 2017 and 2018.


·         Cellulosic biofuel — which requires 60 percent lifecycle carbon emissions reductions — would grow by 82



mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a77ec2b8fd9b42c691adabceb94c57bb-Kremer, Fran

mailto:White.Hal@epa.gov

mailto:Weaver.Jim@epa.gov

mailto:stclair.christie@epa.gov





million gallons, or 35 percent, between 2016 and 2017.


Renewable Fuel Volume Requirements for 2014-2018


 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018


Cellulosic biofuel (million gallons) 33 123 230 312* n/a


Biomass-based diesel (billion gallons) 1.63 1.73 1.9 2.0 2.1*


Advanced biofuel (billion gallons) 2.67 2.88 3.61 4.0* n/a


Renewable fuel (billion gallons) 16.28 16.93 18.11 18.8* n/a


*Proposed Volume Requirements


 


The Clean Air Act requires EPA to set annual RFS volume requirements for four categories of biofuels. By


displacing fossil fuels, biofuels help reduce greenhouse gas emissions and help strengthen energy security. EPA is


proposing to use the tools provided by Congress to adjust the standards below the statutory targets, but the steadily


increasing volumes in the proposal continue to support Congress’s intent to grow the volumes of these important


fuels that are part of the nation’s overall strategy to enhance energy security and address climate change. EPA


implements the program in consultation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the U.S. Department of


Energy. 


EPA will hold a public hearing on this proposal on June 9, 2016, in Kansas City, Mo. The period for public input and


comment will open until July 11.  


For more information on today’s announcement, go to: http://www.epa.gov/renewable-fuel-standard-


program/proposed-renewable-fuel-standards-2017-and-biomass-based-diesel.


R091


 


If you would rather not receive future communications from Environmental Protection Agency, let us know by clicking here.
Environmental Protection Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20460 United States



http://www.epa.gov/renewable-fuel-standard-program/proposed-renewable-fuel-standards-2017-and-biomass-based-diesel

http://www.epa.gov/renewable-fuel-standard-program/proposed-renewable-fuel-standards-2017-and-biomass-based-diesel

http://usepa.pr-optout.com/OptOut.aspx?518041x25793x0x3x1767355x24000x6&Email=kremer.fran%40epa.gov






From: Haerer, Ryan
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn; Barolo, Mark; Gerber, Linda; Knighton, Erin
Subject: RE: new E15 and E85 stations
Date: Tuesday, September 09, 2014 12:12:54 PM


Thanks Carolyn.  With only around 80 stations total currently selling E15, almost all located in the
midwest, it is interesting to see these relatively huge growth projections in the southeast for E15 –
Mapco is also aiming to sell it at 100 of its 362 stations starting this year, mostly in Tennessee. 
 
 
 


From: Hoskinson, Carolyn 
Sent: Tuesday, September 09, 2014 11:55 AM
To: Haerer, Ryan; Gerber, Linda; Barolo, Mark
Subject: new E15 and E85 stations
 
Looks like Florida might be doing a lot of compatibility checking in their future inspections.  – Carolyn
 
 
 
Protec Fuel to open 28 stations offering E15 and E85
Industry news
Posted / Last update: 03-09-2014
Florida-based Protec Fuel has announced plans for a multi-phase rollout of E15 and E85 in the southern
portion of the U.S. The company will initially open 28 stations offering both E15 and E85 across the South
and Southeast regions of the country, including communities in Texas, Florida and Virginia. Those stations
are expected to be complete in the first quarter of next year
See also:
Protec Fuels
Protec Fuels is a distribution and management company that provides ethanol blends and is an ethanol blends station
installer. According to Growth Energy, the company currently supplies more than 200 E85 stations either directly or
through distribution partners. While retailers for the current phase have been identified, Protec Fuels said future
stages of the initiative are still in development.


"Because of the success of our retailers who have offered E85 in the past, our retail customers are asking us for
E15," said Todd Garner, CEO of Protec Fuel. "With our proven expertise in the field, it's natural for us to help meet
the demand of many convenience store retailers - large and small - who want to offer products different than their
competitors. Further, this can aid in helping to meet the renewable fuel standard blend wall, after market
concentration of E10.”


Tom Buis, CEO of Growth Energy, has spoken out in support of Protec Fuel’s announcement. “Protec is offering
consumers a choice and savings at the pump and breaking into new markets in the South by opening 28 E15 and
E85 stations in Atlanta, Houston, San Antonio, Dallas, Virginia and Florida,” he said.


“Bottom line-consumer demand for homegrown, high performance, low cost fuels cannot be ignored,” Buis
continued. “E15 continues to spread across the nation and Protec is a leader in a larger movement that will increase
E15’s footprint across our nation, finally ending Big Oil’s stranglehold on the liquid fuels marketplace.”


 
 


From: PetrolPlazaNews [mailto:info@petrolplaza.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 05, 2014 11:04 AM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
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Subject: Headlines of the week - Week 36, 2014 Issue
 
Headlines of the week | Week 36, 2014 Issue
 
 
05-09-2014


Tokheim increases presence at NACS 2014 - Products and Services for North ... Read more


 
PDQ Manufacturing, Inc., employees take part in The ALS Association’s ... Read more


 
Anheuser-Busch converts Houston truck fleet to alternative fuel vehicles Read more


 
Shell opens first petrol station Starbucks - in the Netherlands Read more


 


04-09-2014


Fast charging is driving a global boom of electric car sales Read more


 
Kalibrate launches new cloud-based solution Read more


 
Construction underway at Coles Express Read more


 
Air BP acquires Couche-Tard‘s aviation fuel business in Northern ... Read more


 


03-09-2014


Protec Fuel to open 28 stations offering E15 and E85 Read more


 
Estonia's retail sales grew at the fastest pace in nearly ... Read more


 
Rosneft has restarted the Achinsk oil refinery after fatal fire Read more


 
Speedway at Mentor, USA, to start over at busy corner Read more


 


02-09-2014


Management changes at Westfalen AG Read more


 
Reliance Industries fuel stations will start selling diesel by October Read more



http://www.petrolplaza.com/news/industry/MiZlbiYxNzE2NiYmMQ==

http://www.petrolplaza.com/news/industry/MiZlbiYxNzE2NyYmMQ==

http://www.petrolplaza.com/news/industry/MiZlbiYxNzE2OCYmMQ==

http://www.petrolplaza.com/news/industry/MiZlbiYxNzE3MCYmMQ==

http://www.petrolplaza.com/news/industry/MiZlbiYxNzE2MiYmMQ==

http://www.petrolplaza.com/news/industry/MiZlbiYxNzE2MyYmMQ==

http://www.petrolplaza.com/news/industry/MiZlbiYxNzE2NCYmMQ==

http://www.petrolplaza.com/news/industry/MiZlbiYxNzE2NSYmMQ==

http://www.petrolplaza.com/news/industry/MiZlbiYxNzE1NiYmMQ==

http://www.petrolplaza.com/news/industry/MiZlbiYxNzE1NyYmMQ==

http://www.petrolplaza.com/news/industry/MiZlbiYxNzE1OCYmMQ==

http://www.petrolplaza.com/news/industry/MiZlbiYxNzE1OSYmMQ==

http://www.petrolplaza.com/news/industry/MiZlbiYxNzE1MSYmMQ==

http://www.petrolplaza.com/news/industry/MiZlbiYxNzE1MiYmMQ==





 
Chevron expands ‘Fuel Your School’ programme to help fund ... Read more


 
EU assigns €95million for Netherlands infrastructure projects Read more


 


01-09-2014


SOCAR to grow its petrol station network in Georgia Read more


 
Petrol stations in Viet Nam get safe tank upgrade Read more


 
Couple from Marshall, USA, win free fuel from Cenex Read more


 
Circle K breaks ground on new flagship 4,500 square-foot convenience store ... Read more
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: News Headline: Policy issues plague advanced biofuel industry |
Date: Tuesday, October 14, 2014 7:50:06 AM


News Headline: News Headline: Policy issues plague advanced biofuel industry | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Biomass Magazine - Online
News Text: 2014 was unlike any other that Mike McAdams, president of the Advanced Biofuel
Association, has seen in his decades-long career.
 
And that's not a positive observation.
 
During the 2014 National Advanced Biofuel Conference being held in Minneapolis, Minn., Oct. 13-14,
McAdams recapped the struggles the industry has faced throughout the year, attributing the bulk of
problems to “a Congress that only works 13 percent of the time,” one that will “break every U.S.
record for failure to get anything done.”
 
The old saying “You're either the bug or the windshield,” has been particularly applicable to the
advanced biofuel industry this year, McAdams said, as about 15 percent of its members have
“become bugs,” due to uncertainty by federal government—the proverbial windshield.
 
It hasn't just been this year, McAdams reminded attendees, but the last two years, with uncertainty
not limited to but surrounding renewable volume obligation (RVO) numbers, renewable fuel
standard (RFS) pathways, the compliance division of the Quality Assurance Program, the on-again,
off-again tax code and unpredictability as to whether Congress will get anything done in any amount
of time. “It's been inherently difficult for all of my CEOs to find financing to build new plants in the
U.S.,” McAdams said, adding that they have been forced to look elsewhere for financing and other
opportunities, such as in China and Brazil, where partnership between government and industry has
been somewhat stable.
 
Despite a dismal reflection on progress over the last year, McAdams expressed optimism for a
potential change of direction after the midterm election in a few weeks. Though there's a good
chance of a republican takeover of the Senate, McAdams said the party will have to begin 2015 with
a clear agenda, so that “during the 2016 presidential election, there will be points of reference
between the two parties. That could break loose some legislative and regulatory circumstances that
have taken place over the last couple of years,” he said. “I'm looking forward to delving into some of
that—who the players might be, what specific pieces might come out, and the challenges around it
—and there are some serious ones.”
 
But there also could be opportunity in that changeover.
 
“If it does happen, and we are able to move some things forward, we could reaffirm that the federal
government recognizes the importance of cellulosic and advanced biofuels industry…that will clear
up this lack of certainty, which would be very, very helpful.”
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Following McAdams, National Biodiesel Board CEO Joe Jobe continued to guide the conversation in a
positive direction by highlighting the success the biodiesel industry experienced in 2012 and 2013.
“2013 really was a demonstration of how fundamentally sound the RFS was, and how well it could
work.”
 
In 2012, the industry produced just over 1 billion gallons, and just under 2 billion gallons in 2013,
hitting an equivalent of five percent of the total diesel supply, Jobe said, and achieving the industry's
10-year, “five by 15” vision two years early. Feedstock prices came down and the industry was
drawing investment, he added, all positive market impacts.
 
Then came devastation, resulting from a leaked U.S. EPA RVO proposal draft. “If it was designed to
have a chilling effect on markets and on RIN values, then it achieved its purpose, because RIN values
began to drop at that point,” he said.
 
That, coupled with an expired blenders tax credit, resulted in a very tough year for the biodiesel
industry, particularly from small- and medium-sized producers. “Many of whom have been faced
with an impossible business decision of either continuing to run at a loss, or stop running, and risk
losing employees, losing customers and suppliers,” Jobe said, adding that, luckily, larger- and
medium-sized producers have been able to continue to maintain levels.
 
Though the RVO draft stated that its reason for volume cutbacks were based on attempting to
address the ethanol blendwall and cut volumes by about six percent, biodiesel took a 50 percent cut
in the proposal, which Jobe described as ironic, as “biodiesel actually helps alleviate the ethanol
blendwall issue.”
 
Jobe concluded by saying that he's cautiously optimistic that the EPA will ultimately get it right, even
though it will have taken them a year to do so.
 
Following Jobe, Algae Biomass Organization Executive Director Matt Carr emphasized the huge
potential algae has to alleviate some of today's most pressing sustainability issues, but pointed out
that the sector has moved beyond its youthful, exuberance phase that drew many “looking to strike
it rich,” and has boiled down to serious players focused on strategic partnerships, diversifying
portfolios and looking overseas for first production facilities.
 
Carr provided several examples of developments amongst companies looking at higher value
markets while domestic biofuel policy remains uncertain, but was quick to add that the industry
hasn't moved away from fuels. “It remains a main driver,” he said.
 
Hindrances on that market coincide with the ones McAdams and Jobe spoke of, including RFS
instability, slow-moving pathway approvals,and failure to extend the second-generation biofuels tax
credit, all of which have prompted overseas development trends.
 
For the algae industry, a big piece of missed opportunity lies within the Clean Power Plan proposed
rules for new and existing power plants, from Carr's perspective. “There is this really dynamic and
exciting set of technologies, many of which are biobased, to use waste CO2 to create fuels and







products…to really turn CO2 from a problem into an opportunity, a revenue generator opportunity
for utilities and a way to address climate change...”
 
Carr described algae's potential to capitalize on CO2 reuse at power plants as “a match made in
heaven,” but pointed out that right now, the way EPA has written proposed rules for existing power
plants, there's some acknowledgement of carbon capture and sequestration and underground
storage, but no discussion at all on reusing that CO2.”
 
Higher-value products, liquid fuels and a means of mitigating CO2 at power facilities, Carr concluded
by adding that “We've only begun to scratch the surface on what algae can do for sustainability
issues.”
 
The National Advanced Biofuel Conference & Expo continues through Oct. 13 at Minneapolis's Hyatt
Regency.
| 
 
Outlet Full Name: Biomass Magazine - Online
News Text: 2014 was unlike any other that Mike McAdams, president of the Advanced Biofuel
Association, has seen in his decades-long career.
 
And that's not a positive observation.
 
During the 2014 National Advanced Biofuel Conference being held in Minneapolis, Minn., Oct. 13-14,
McAdams recapped the struggles the industry has faced throughout the year, attributing the bulk of
problems to “a Congress that only works 13 percent of the time,” one that will “break every U.S.
record for failure to get anything done.”
 
The old saying “You're either the bug or the windshield,” has been particularly applicable to the
advanced biofuel industry this year, McAdams said, as about 15 percent of its members have
“become bugs,” due to uncertainty by federal government—the proverbial windshield.
 
It hasn't just been this year, McAdams reminded attendees, but the last two years, with uncertainty
not limited to but surrounding renewable volume obligation (RVO) numbers, renewable fuel
standard (RFS) pathways, the compliance division of the Quality Assurance Program, the on-again,
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U.S.,” McAdams said, adding that they have been forced to look elsewhere for financing and other
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Despite a dismal reflection on progress over the last year, McAdams expressed optimism for a
potential change of direction after the midterm election in a few weeks. Though there's a good
chance of a republican takeover of the Senate, McAdams said the party will have to begin 2015 with
a clear agenda, so that “during the 2016 presidential election, there will be points of reference
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have taken place over the last couple of years,” he said. “I'm looking forward to delving into some of
that—who the players might be, what specific pieces might come out, and the challenges around it
—and there are some serious ones.”
 
But there also could be opportunity in that changeover.
 
“If it does happen, and we are able to move some things forward, we could reaffirm that the federal
government recognizes the importance of cellulosic and advanced biofuels industry…that will clear
up this lack of certainty, which would be very, very helpful.”
 
Following McAdams, National Biodiesel Board CEO Joe Jobe continued to guide the conversation in a
positive direction by highlighting the success the biodiesel industry experienced in 2012 and 2013.
“2013 really was a demonstration of how fundamentally sound the RFS was, and how well it could
work.”
 
In 2012, the industry produced just over 1 billion gallons, and just under 2 billion gallons in 2013,
hitting an equivalent of five percent of the total diesel supply, Jobe said, and achieving the industry's
10-year, “five by 15” vision two years early. Feedstock prices came down and the industry was
drawing investment, he added, all positive market impacts.
 
Then came devastation, resulting from a leaked U.S. EPA RVO proposal draft. “If it was designed to
have a chilling effect on markets and on RIN values, then it achieved its purpose, because RIN values
began to drop at that point,” he said.
 
That, coupled with an expired blenders tax credit, resulted in a very tough year for the biodiesel
industry, particularly from small- and medium-sized producers. “Many of whom have been faced
with an impossible business decision of either continuing to run at a loss, or stop running, and risk
losing employees, losing customers and suppliers,” Jobe said, adding that, luckily, larger- and
medium-sized producers have been able to continue to maintain levels.
 
Though the RVO draft stated that its reason for volume cutbacks were based on attempting to
address the ethanol blendwall and cut volumes by about six percent, biodiesel took a 50 percent cut
in the proposal, which Jobe described as ironic, as “biodiesel actually helps alleviate the ethanol
blendwall issue.”
 
Jobe concluded by saying that he's cautiously optimistic that the EPA will ultimately get it right, even
though it will have taken them a year to do so.
 
Following Jobe, Algae Biomass Organization Executive Director Matt Carr emphasized the huge
potential algae has to alleviate some of today's most pressing sustainability issues, but pointed out
that the sector has moved beyond its youthful, exuberance phase that drew many “looking to strike
it rich,” and has boiled down to serious players focused on strategic partnerships, diversifying
portfolios and looking overseas for first production facilities.
 
Carr provided several examples of developments amongst companies looking at higher value







markets while domestic biofuel policy remains uncertain, but was quick to add that the industry
hasn't moved away from fuels. “It remains a main driver,” he said.
 
Hindrances on that market coincide with the ones McAdams and Jobe spoke of, including RFS
instability, slow-moving pathway approvals,and failure to extend the second-generation biofuels tax
credit, all of which have prompted overseas development trends.
 
For the algae industry, a big piece of missed opportunity lies within the Clean Power Plan proposed
rules for new and existing power plants, from Carr's perspective. “There is this really dynamic and
exciting set of technologies, many of which are biobased, to use waste CO2 to create fuels and
products…to really turn CO2 from a problem into an opportunity, a revenue generator opportunity
for utilities and a way to address climate change...”
 
Carr described algae's potential to capitalize on CO2 reuse at power plants as “a match made in
heaven,” but pointed out that right now, the way EPA has written proposed rules for existing power
plants, there's some acknowledgement of carbon capture and sequestration and underground
storage, but no discussion at all on reusing that CO2.”
 
Higher-value products, liquid fuels and a means of mitigating CO2 at power facilities, Carr concluded
by adding that “We've only begun to scratch the surface on what algae can do for sustainability
issues.”
 
The National Advanced Biofuel Conference & Expo continues through Oct. 13 at Minneapolis's Hyatt
Regency.
 








From: Smith, TimR
To: Gerber, Linda
Subject: RE: question about new fuel additive
Date: Monday, March 14, 2016 4:23:00 PM
Attachments: Hazardous Substance List


Hi Linda –
 
I do not recall ever reaching out within EPA to determine the constituents of a potentially hazardous
substance.  We typically search the CERCLA C List to determine whether the hazardous waste is
listed or contains any constituents that are listed.
 
The manufacturer has to have a Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS), even if it is a proprietary
compound.  From that information, we will be able to determine what’s in the product and see if it is
a listed hazardous substance. 
 
I suggest checking within EPA, but they will need a bit more to go on such as manufacturer’s name,
MSDS, etc.  Without that lead, I think it will be very difficult to proceed.
 
I have an early call with Yolaanda tomorrow to continue talking about new penalty amounts.  I
should be able to at least find the right EPA office that coyuld help us.
 
By the way, attached is the CERCLA C List.
 
Tim
 


From: Gerber, Linda 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2016 12:38 PM
To: Smith, TimR <Smith.TimR@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: question about new fuel additive
 
I really should know this but there you go….
 
Do we have a contact in ORCR that we would ask this question of?  Thoughts on how I gather
information to answer?
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Linda Gerber
Director, Release Prevention Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
202-564-1615 
Email | gerber.linda@epa.gov
www.epa.gov/ust
 


 
 


From: Jones, Aaryn 
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Environmental Protection Agency § 302.4



non-navigable waters within the
United States;



Person means an individual, firm,
corporation, association, partnership,
consortium, joint venture, commercial
entity, United States Government,
State, municipality, commission, polit-
ical subdivision of a State, or any
interstate body;



Release means any spilling, leaking,
pumping, pouring, emitting, emptying,
discharging, injecting, escaping, leach-
ing, dumping, or disposing into the en-
vironment, but excludes (1) any release
which results in exposure to persons
solely within a workplace, with respect
to a claim which such persons may as-
sert against the employer of such per-
sons, (2) emissions from the engine ex-
haust of a motor vehicle, rolling stock,
aircraft, vessel, or pipeline pumping
station engine, (3) release of source, by-
product, or special nuclear material
from a nuclear incident, as those terms
are defined in the Atomic Energy Act
of 1954, if such release is subject to re-
quirements with respect to financial
protection established by the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission under section
170 of such Act, or for the purposes of
section 104 of the Comprehensive Envi-
ronmental Response, Compensation,
and Liability Act or any other response
action, any release of source, byprod-
uct, or special nuclear material from
any processing site designated under
section 102(a)(1) or 302(a) of the Ura-
nium Mill Tailings Radiation Control
Act of 1978, and (4) the normal applica-
tion of fertilizer;



Reportable quantity means that quan-
tity, as set forth in this part, the re-
lease of which requires notification
pursuant to this part;



United States include the several
States of the United States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, Guam, American
Samoa, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, the Commonwealth of the North-



ern Marianas, and any other territory
or possession over which the United
States has jurisdiction; and



Vessel means every description of
watercraft or other artificial contriv-
ance used, or capable of being used, as
a means of transportation on water.



§ 302.4 Designation of hazardous sub-
stances.



(a) Listed hazardous substances. The
elements and compounds and haz-
ardous wastes appearing in table 302.4
are designated as hazardous substances
under section 102(a) of the Act.



(b) Unlisted hazardous substances. A
solid waste, as defined in 40 CFR 261.2,
which is not excluded from regulation
as a hazardous waste under 40 CFR
261.4(b), is a hazardous substance under
section 101(14) of the Act if it exhibits
any of the characteristics identified in
40 CFR 261.20 through 261.24.



NOTE: The numbers under the column
headed ‘‘CASRN’’ are the Chemical Ab-
stracts Service Registry Numbers for each
hazardous substance. Other names by which
each hazardous substance is identified in
other statutes and their implementing regu-
lations are provided in the ‘‘Regulatory Syn-
onyms’’ column. The ‘‘Statutory RQ’’ col-
umn lists the RQs for hazardous substances
established by section 102 of CERCLA. The
‘‘Statutory Code’’ column indicates the stat-
utory source for designating each substance
as a CERCLA hazardous substance: ‘‘1’’ indi-
cates that the statutory source is section
311(b)(4) of the Clean Water Act, ‘‘2’’ indi-
cates that the source is section 307(a) of the
Clean Water Act, ‘‘3’’ indicates that the
source is section 112 of the Clean Air Act,
and ‘‘4’’ indicates that the source is RCRA
section 3001. The ‘‘RCRA Waste Number’’
column provides the waste identification
numbers assigned to various substances by
RCRA regulations. The column headed ‘‘Cat-
egory’’ lists the code letters ‘‘X,’’ ‘‘A,’’ ‘‘B,’’
‘‘C,’’ and ‘‘D,’’ which are associated with re-
portable quantities of 1, 10, 100, 1000, and 5000
pounds, respectively. The ‘‘Pounds (kg)’’ col-
umn provides the reportable quantity adjust-
ment for each hazardous substance in pounds
and kilograms.
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



Acenaphthene ............................................................................................ 83329 ............................................................................. 1* 2 B 100 (45.4)
Acenaphthylene ......................................................................................... 208968 ............................................................................. 1* 2 D 5000 (2270)
Acetaldehyde ............................................................................................. 75070 Ethanal ............................................................... 1000 1,3,4 U001 C 1000 (454)
Acetaldehyde, chloro- ................................................................................ 107200 Chloroacetaldehyde ........................................... 1* 4 P023 C 1000 (454)
Acetaldehyde, trichloro- ............................................................................. 75876 Chloral ................................................................ 1* 4 U034 D 5000 (2270)
Acetamide .................................................................................................. 60355 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
Acetamide, N-(aminothioxomethyl)- ........................................................... 591082 1-Acetyl-2-thiourea ............................................. 1* 4 P002 C 1000 (454)
Acetamide, N-(4-ethoxyphenyl)- ................................................................ 62442 Phenacetin ......................................................... 1* 4 U187 B 100 (45.4)
Acetamide, 2-fluoro- ................................................................................... 640197 Fluoroacetamide ................................................. 1* 4 P057 B 100 (45.4)
Acetamide, N-9H-fluoren-2-yl- ................................................................... 53963 2-Acetylaminofluorene ........................................ 1* 3,4 U005 X 1 (0.454)
Acetic acid .................................................................................................. 64197 ............................................................................. 1000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Acetic acid (2,4-dichlorophenoxy)-, salts & esters .................................... 94757 2,4-D Acid, .........................................................



2,4-D,salts and esters
100 1,3,4 U240 B 100 (45.4)



Acetic acid, Lead(2+) salt .......................................................................... 301042 Lead acetate ...................................................... 5000 1,4 U144 A 10 (4.54)
Acetic acid, thallium (1+) salt ..................................................................... 563688 Thallium(I) acetate ............................................. 1* 4 U214 B 100 (45.4)
Acetic acid, (2,4,5-trichlorophenoxy) ......................................................... 93765 2,4,5-T ................................................................



2,4,5-T acid
100 1,4 U232 C 1000 (454)



Acetic acid, ethyl ester ............................................................................... 141786 Ethyl acetate ...................................................... 1* 4 U112 D 5000 (2270)
Acetic acid, fluoro-, sodium salt ................................................................. 62748 Fluoroacetic acid, sodium salt ........................... 1* 4 P058 A 10 (4.54)
Acetic anhydride ........................................................................................ 108247 ............................................................................. 1000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Acetone ...................................................................................................... 67641 2-Propanone ....................................................... 1* 4 U002 D 5000 (2270)
Acetone cyanohydrin ................................................................................. 75865 Propanenitrile, 2-hydroxy-2-methyl-2-



Methyllactonitrile.
10 1,4 P069 A 10 (4.54)



Acetonitrile ................................................................................................. 75058 ............................................................................. 1* 3,4 U003 D 5000 (2270)
Acetophenone ............................................................................................ 98862 Ethanone, 1-phenyl- ........................................... 1* 3,4 U004 D 5000 (2270)
2-Acetylaminofluorene ............................................................................... 53963 Acetamide, N-9H-fluoren-2-yl- ........................... 1* 3,4 U005 X 1 (0.454)
Acetyl bromide ........................................................................................... 506967 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Acetyl chloride ............................................................................................ 75365 ............................................................................. 5000 1,4 U006 D 5000 (2270)
1-Acetyl-2-thiourea ..................................................................................... 591082 Acetamide, N-(aminothioxomethyl)- ................... 1* 4 P002 C 1000 (454)
Acrolein ...................................................................................................... 107028 2-Propenal .......................................................... 1 1,2,3,4 P003 X 1 (0.454)
Acrylamide ................................................................................................. 79061 2-Propenamide ................................................... 1* 3,4 U007 D 5000 (2270)
Acrylic acid ................................................................................................. 79107 2-Propenoic acid ................................................ 1* 3,4 U008 D 5000 (2270)
Acrylonitrile ................................................................................................. 107131 2-Propenenitrile .................................................. 100 1,2,3,4 U009 B 100 (45.4)
Adipic acid .................................................................................................. 124049 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Aldicarb ...................................................................................................... 116063 Propanal, 2-methyl-2-(methylthio)-,O-



[(methylamino)carbonyl]oxime.
1* 4 P070 X 1 (0.454)



Aldrin .......................................................................................................... 309002 1,4,5,8-Dimethanonaphthalene, 1,2,3,4,10,10-
10-hexachloro-1,4,4a,5,8,8a-hexahydro-,
(1alpha,
4alpha,4abeta,5alpha,8alpha,8abeta)-.



1 1,2,4 P004 X 1 (0.454)



Allyl alcohol ................................................................................................ 107186 2-Propen-1-ol ..................................................... 100 1,4 P005 B 100 (45.4)
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Allyl chloride ............................................................................................... 107051 ............................................................................. 1000 1,3 C 1000 (454)
Aluminum phosphide ................................................................................. 20859738 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P006 B 100 (45.4)
Aluminum sulfate ....................................................................................... 10043013 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
4-Aminobiphenyl ........................................................................................ 92671 ............................................................................. 1* 3 X 1 (0.454)
5-(Aminomethyl)-3-isoxazolol ..................................................................... 2763964 Muscimol 3(2H)-Isoxazolone, 5-(aminomethyl)- 1* 4 P007 C 1000 (454)
4-Aminopyridine ......................................................................................... 504245 4-Pyridinamine ................................................... 1* 4 P008 C 1000 (454)
Amitrole ...................................................................................................... 61825 1H-1,2,4-Triazol-3-amine ................................... 1* 4 U011 A 10 (4.54)
Ammonia .................................................................................................... 7664417 ............................................................................. 100 1 B 100 (45.4)
Ammonium acetate .................................................................................... 631618 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Ammonium benzoate ................................................................................. 1863634 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Ammonium bicarbonate ............................................................................. 1066337 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Ammonium bichromate .............................................................................. 7789095 ............................................................................. 1000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Ammonium bifluoride ................................................................................. 1341497 ............................................................................. 5000 1 B 100 (45.4)
Ammonium bisulfite .................................................................................... 10192300 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Ammonium carbamate ............................................................................... 1111780 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Ammonium carbonate ................................................................................ 506876 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Ammonium chloride ................................................................................... 12125029 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Ammonium chromate ................................................................................. 7788989 ............................................................................. 1000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Ammonium citrate, dibasic ......................................................................... 3012655 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Ammonium fluoborate ................................................................................ 13826830 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Ammonium fluoride .................................................................................... 12125018 ............................................................................. 5000 1 B 100 (45.4)
Ammonium hydroxide ................................................................................ 1336216 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Ammonium oxalate .................................................................................... 6009707



5972736
14258492



............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)



Ammonium picrate ..................................................................................... 131748 Phenol, 2,4,6-trinitro-, ammonium salt ............... 1* 4 P009 A 10 (4.54)
Ammonium silicofluoride ............................................................................ 16919190 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Ammonium sulfamate ................................................................................ 7773060 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Ammonium sulfide ..................................................................................... 12135761 ............................................................................. 5000 1 B 100 (45.4)
Ammonium sulfite ...................................................................................... 10196040 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Ammonium tartrate .................................................................................... 14307438



3164292
............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)



Ammonium thiocyanate ............................................................................. 1762954 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Ammonium vanadate ................................................................................. 7803556 Vanadic acid, ammonium salt ............................ 1* 4 P119 C 1000 (454)
Amyl acetate .............................................................................................. 628637 ............................................................................. 1000 1 D 5000 (2270)



iso-Amyl acetate ..................................................................................... 123922
sec-Amyl acetate .................................................................................... 626380
tert-Amyl acetate .................................................................................... 625161



Aniline ........................................................................................................ 62533 Benzenamine ..................................................... 1000 1,3,4 U012 D 5000 (2270)
o-Anisidine ................................................................................................. 90040 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
Anthracene ................................................................................................. 120127 ............................................................................. 1* 2 D 5000 (2270)
Antimony ‡ .................................................................................................. 7440360 ............................................................................. 1* 2 D 5000 (2270)
ANTIMONY AND COMPOUNDS .............................................................. N.A. Antimony Compounds ........................................ 1* 2,3 **



Antimony Compounds ................................................................................ N.A. ANTIMONY AND COMPOUNDS ....................... 1* 2,3 **



Antimony pentachloride ............................................................................. 7647189 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Antimony potassium tartrate ...................................................................... 28300745 ............................................................................. 1000 1 B 100 (45.4)
Antimony tribromide ................................................................................... 7789619 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Antimony trichloride ................................................................................... 10025919 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Antimony trifluoride .................................................................................... 7783564 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Antimony trioxide ....................................................................................... 1309644 ............................................................................. 5000 1 C 1000 (454)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



Argentate(1-), bis(cyano-C)-, potassium .................................................... 506616 Potassium silver cyanide ................................... 1* 4 P099 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1016 ............................................................................................... 12674112 Aroclors ..............................................................



PCBs
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS



10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)



Aroclor 1221 ............................................................................................... 11104282 Aroclors ..............................................................
PCBs
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS



10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)



Aroclor 1232 ............................................................................................... 11141165 Aroclors ..............................................................
PCBs
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS



10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)



Aroclor 1242 ............................................................................................... 53469219 Aroclors ..............................................................
PCBs
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS



10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)



Aroclor 1248 ............................................................................................... 12672296 Aroclors ..............................................................
PCBs
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS



10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)



Aroclor 1254 ............................................................................................... 11097691 Aroclors ..............................................................
PCBs
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS



10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)



Aroclor 1260 ............................................................................................... 11096825 Aroclors ..............................................................
PCBs
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS



10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)



Aroclors ...................................................................................................... 1336363 PCBs ..................................................................
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS



10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)



Aroclor 1016 ....................................................................................... 12674112 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1221 ....................................................................................... 11104282 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1232 ....................................................................................... 11141165 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1242 ....................................................................................... 53469219 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1248 ....................................................................................... 12672296 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1254 ....................................................................................... 11097691 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1260 ....................................................................................... 11096825 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)



Arsenic ‡ ..................................................................................................... 7440382 ............................................................................. 1* 2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Arsenic acid ............................................................................................... 1327522



7778394
Arsenic acid H3 AsO4 ......................................... 1* 4 P010 X 1 (0.454)



Arsenic acid H3 AsO4 ................................................................................. 1327522
7778394



Arsenic acid ........................................................ 1* 4 P010 X 1 (0.454)



ARSENIC AND COMPOUNDS ................................................................. N.A. Arsenic Compounds (inorganic including ar-
sine).



1* 2,3 **



Arsenic Compounds (inorganic including arsine) ...................................... N.A. ARSENIC AND COMPOUNDS .......................... 1* 2,3 **



Arsenic disulfide ......................................................................................... 1303328 ............................................................................. 5000 1 X 1 (0.454)
Arsenic oxide As2 O3 ................................................................................. 1327533 Arsenic trioxide ................................................... 5000 1,4 P012 X 1 (0.454)
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Arsenic oxide As2 O5 ................................................................................. 1303282 Arsenic pentoxide ............................................... 5000 1,4 P011 X 1 (0.454)
Arsenic pentoxide ...................................................................................... 1303282 Arsenic oxide As2 O5 ......................................... 5000 1,4 P011 X 1 (0.454)
Arsenic trichloride ...................................................................................... 7784341 ............................................................................. 5000 1 X 1 (0.454)
Arsenic trioxide .......................................................................................... 1327533 Arsenic oxide As2 O3 ......................................... 5000 1,4 P012 X 1 (0.454)
Arsenic trisulfide ......................................................................................... 1303339 ............................................................................. 5000 1 X 1 (0.454)
Arsine, diethyl- ........................................................................................... 692422 Diethylarsine ....................................................... 1* 4 P038 X 1 (0.454)
Arsinic acid, dimethyl- ................................................................................ 75605 Cacodylic acid .................................................... 1* 4 U136 X 1 (0.454)
Arsonous dichloride, phenyl- ..................................................................... 696286 Dichlorophenylarsine .......................................... 1* 4 P036 X 1 (0.454)
Asbestos ‡† ................................................................................................ 1332214 ............................................................................. 1* 2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Auramine .................................................................................................... 492808 Benzenamine, 4,4′-carbonimidoylbis (N,N-



dimethyl-.
1* 4 U014 B 100 (45.4)



Azaserine ................................................................................................... 115026 L-Serine, diazoacetate (ester) ............................ 1* 4 U015 X 1 (0.454)
Aziridine ..................................................................................................... 151564 Ethyleneimine ..................................................... 1* 3,4 P054 X 1 (0.454)
Aziridine, 2-methyl- .................................................................................... 75558 2-Methyl aziridine 1,2-Propylenemine ................ 1* 3,4 P067 X 1 (0.454)
Azirino[2′,3′:3,4]pyrrolo[1,2-a]indole-4,7-dione,6-amino-8-



[[(aminocarbonylooxy]methyl]-1,1a,2,8,8a,8b-hexahydro-8a-methoxy-5-
methyl-,[1aS-(1aalpha,8beta,8aalpha,8balpha)]-.



50077 Mitomycin C ....................................................... 1* 4 U010 A 10 (4.54)



Barium cyanide .......................................................................................... 542621 ............................................................................. 10 1,4 P013 A 10 (4.54)
Benz[j]aceanthrylene, 1,2-dihydro-3-methyl- 56495 3-Methylcholanthrene ......................................... 1* 4 U157 A 10 (4.54)
Benz[c]acridine ........................................................................................... 225514 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U016 B 100 (45.4)
Benzal chloride .......................................................................................... 98873 Benzene, dichloromethyl- ................................... 1* 4 U017 D 5000 (2270)
Benzamide, 3,5-dichloro-N-(1,1-dimethyl-2-propynyl)- .............................. 23950585 Pronamide .......................................................... 1* 4 U192 D 5000 (2270)
Benz[a]anthracene ..................................................................................... 56553 Benzo[a]anthracene ...........................................



1,2-Benzanthracene
1* 2,4 U018 A 10 (4.54)



1,2-Benzanthracene ................................................................................... 56553 Benz[a]anthracene .............................................
Benzo[a]anthracene



1* 2,4 U018 A 10 (4.54)



Benz[a]anthracene, 7,12-dimethyl- ............................................................ 57976 7,12-Dimethylbenz[a]anthracene ....................... 1* 4 U094 X 1 (0.454)
Benzenamine ............................................................................................. 62533 Aniline ................................................................. 1000 1,3,4 U012 D 5000 (2270)
Benzenamine, 4,4′-carbonimidoylbis (N,N-dimethyl- 492808 Auramine ............................................................ 1* 4 U014 B 100 (45.4)
Benzenamine, 4-chloro- ............................................................................. 106478 p-Chloroaniline ................................................... 1* 4 P024 C 1000 (454)
Benzenamine, 4-chloro-2-methyl-, hydrochloride 3165933 4-Chloro-o-toluidine, hydrochloride .................... 1* 4 U049 B 100 (45.4)
Benzenamine, N,N-dimethyl-4-(phenylazo-) .............................................. 60117 Dimethyl aminoazobenzene ...............................



p-Dimethylaminoazobenzene
1* 3,4 U093 A 10 (4.54)



Benzenamine, 2-methyl- ............................................................................ 95534 o-Toluidine .......................................................... 1* 3,4 U328 B 100 (45.4)
Benzenamine, 4-methyl- ............................................................................ 106490 p-Toluidine .......................................................... 1* 4 U353 B 100 (45.4)
Benzenamine, 4,4′-methylenebis(2-chloro- ............................................... 101144 4,4′-Methylenebis(2-chloroaniline) ..................... 1* 3,4 U158 A 10 (4.54)
Benzenamine, 2-methyl-, hydrochloride .................................................... 636215 o-Toluidine hydrochloride ................................... 1* 4 U222 B 100 (45.4)
Benzenamine, 2-methyl-5-nitro- ................................................................. 99558 5-Nitro-o-toluidine ............................................... 1* 4 U181 B 100 (45.4)
Benzenamine, 4-nitro- ................................................................................ 100016 p-Nitroaniline ...................................................... 1* 4 P077 D 5000 (2270)
Benzene a ................................................................................................... 71432 ............................................................................. 1000 1,2,3,4 U109 A 10 (4.54)
Benzeneacetic acid, 4-chloro-α-(4-chlorophenyl)-α-hydroxy-, ethyl ester 510156 Chlorobenzilate .................................................. 1* 3,4 U038 A 10 (4.54)
Benzene, 1-bromo-4-phenoxy- .................................................................. 101553 4-Bromophenyl phenyl ether .............................. 1* 2,4 U030 B 100 (45.4)
Benzenebutanoic acid, 4-[bis(2-chloroethyl)amino]- 305033 Chlorambucil ...................................................... 1* 4 U035 A 10 (4.54)
Benzene, chloro- ........................................................................................ 108907 Chlorobenzene ................................................... 100 1,2,3,4 U037 B 100 (45.4)
Benzene, chloromethyl- ............................................................................. 100447 Benzyl chloride ................................................... 100 1,3,4 P028 B 100 (45.4)
Benzenediamine, ar-methyl- ...................................................................... 95807 Toluenediamine .................................................. 1* 3,4 U221 A 10 (4.54)



496720
823405



25376458



2,4-Toluene diamine



1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, dioctyl ester ............................................... 117840 Di-n-octyl phthalate ............................................ 1* 2,4 U107 D 5000 (2270)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, bis(2-ethylhexyl) ester ............................... 117817 Bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate ..................................
DEHP
Diethylhexyl phthalate



1* 2,3,4 U028 B 100 (45.4)



1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, dibutyl ester .............................................. 84742 n-Butyl phthalate ................................................
Dibutyl phthalate
Di-n-butyl phthalate



100 1,2,3,4 U069 A 10 (4.54)



1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, diethyl ester .............................................. 84662 Diethyl phthalate ................................................ 1* 2,4 U088 C 1000 (454)
1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, dimethyl ester ........................................... 131113 Dimethyl phthalate ............................................. 1* 2,3,4 U102 D 5000 (2270)
Benzene, 1,2-dichloro- ............................................................................... 95501 o-Dichlorobenzene .............................................



1,2-Dichlorobenzene
100 1,2,4 U070 B 100 (45.4)



Benzene, 1,3-dichloro- ............................................................................... 541731 m-Dichlorobenzene ............................................
1,3-Dichlorobenzene



1* 2,4 U071 B 100 (45.4)



Benzene, 1,4-dichloro- ............................................................................... 106467 p-Dichlorobenzene .............................................
1,4-Dichlorobenzene



100 1,2,3,4 U072 B 100 (45.4)



Benzene, 1,1′-(2,2-dichloroethylidene)bis[4-chloro- 72548 DDD ....................................................................
TDE
4,4′ DDD



1 1,2,4 U060 X 1 (0.454)



Benzene, dichloromethyl- .......................................................................... 98873 Benzal chloride ................................................... 1* 4 U017 D 5000 (2270)
Benzene, 1,3-diisocyanatomethyl- ............................................................. 91087 Toluene diisocyanate ......................................... 1* 3,4 U223 B 100 (45.4)



584849
26471625



2,4-Toluene diisocyanate



Benzene, dimethyl- .................................................................................... 1330207 Xylene ................................................................
Xylene (mixed)
Xylenes (isomers and mixture)



1000 1,3,4 U239 B 100 (45.4)



Benzene,m-dimethyl- ................................................................................. 108383 m-Xylene ............................................................ 1* 3 C 1000 (454)
Benzene, o-dimethyl- ................................................................................. 95476 o-Xylene ............................................................. 1* 3 C 1000 (454)
Benzene, p-dimethyl- ................................................................................. 106423 p-Xylene ............................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
1,3-Benzenediol ......................................................................................... 108463 Resorcinol .......................................................... 1000 1,4 U201 D 5000 (2270)
1,2-Benzenediol,4-[1-hydroxy-2-(methylamino)ethyl]- 51434 Epinephrine ........................................................ 1* 4 P042 C 1000 (454)
Benzeneethanamine, alpha,alpha-dimethyl- .............................................. 122098 alpha,alpha-Dimethylphenethylamine ................ 1* 4 P046 D 5000 (2270)
Benzene, hexachloro- ................................................................................ 118741 Hexachlorobenzene ........................................... 1* 2,3,4 U127 A 10 (4.54)
Benzene, hexahydro- ................................................................................. 110827 Cyclohexane ....................................................... 1000 1,4 U056 C 1000 (454)
Benzene, hydroxy- ..................................................................................... 108952 Phenol ................................................................ 1000 1,2,3,4 U188 C 1000 (454)
Benzene, methyl- ....................................................................................... 108883 Toluene .............................................................. 1000 1,2,3,4 U220 C 1000 (454)
Benzene, 2-methyl-1,3-dinitro- ................................................................... 606202 2,6-Dinitrotoluene ............................................... 1000 1,2,4 U106 B 100 (45.4)
Benzene, 1-methyl-2,4-dinitro- ................................................................... 121142 2,4-Dinitrotoluene ............................................... 1000 1,2,3,4 U105 A 10 (4.54)
Benzene, (1-methylethyl)- .......................................................................... 98828 Cumene .............................................................. 1* 3,4 U055 D 5000 (2270)
Benzene, nitro- ........................................................................................... 98953 Nitrobenzene ...................................................... 1000 1,2,3,4 U169 C 1000 (454)
Benzene, pentachloro- ............................................................................... 608935 Pentachlorobenzene .......................................... 1* 4 U183 A 10 (4.54)
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Benzene, pentachloronitro- ........................................................................ 82688 PCNB .................................................................
Pentachloronitrobenzene
Quintobenzene



1* 3,4 U185 B 100 (45.4)



Benzenesulfonic acid chloride ................................................................... 98099 Benzenesulfonyl chloride ................................... 1* 4 U020 B 100 (45.4)
Benzenesulfonyl chloride ........................................................................... 98099 Benzenesulfonic acid chloride ........................... 1* 4 U020 B 100 (45.4)
Benzene, 1,2,4,5-tetrachloro- .................................................................... 95943 1,2,4,5-Tetrachlorobenzene ............................... 1* 4 U207 D 5000 (2270)
Benzenethiol .............................................................................................. 108985 Thiophenol .......................................................... 1* 4 P014 B 100 (45.4)
Benzene, 1,1′-(2,2,2-tri- chloroethylidene)bis[4-chloro- 50293 DDT ....................................................................



4,4′DDT
1 1,2,4 U061 X 1 (0.454)



Benzene, 1,1′-(2,2,2-trichloroethylidene) bis[4-methoxy- .......................... 72435 Methoxychlor ...................................................... 1 1,3,4 U247 X 1 (0.454)
Benzene, (trichloromethyl)- ........................................................................ 98077 Benzotrichloride .................................................. 1* 3,4 U023 A 10 (4.54)
Benzene, 1,3,5-trinitro- .............................................................................. 99354 1,3,5-Trinitrobenzene ......................................... 1* 4 U234 A 10 (4.54)
Benzidine ................................................................................................... 92875 [1,1′-Biphenyl]-4,4′-diamine ................................ 1* 2,3,4 U021 X 1 (0.454)
1,2-Benzisothiazol-3(2H)-one, 1,1-dioxide ................................................. 81072 Saccharin and salts ............................................ 1* 4 U202 B 100 (45.4)
Benzo[a]anthracene ................................................................................... 56553 Benz[a]anthracene .............................................



1,2-Benzanthracene
1* 2,4 U018 A 10 (4.54)



Benzo[b]fluoranthene ................................................................................. 205992 ............................................................................. 1* 2 X 1 (0.454)
Benzo(k)fluoranthene ................................................................................. 207089 ............................................................................. 1* 2 D 5000 (2270)
Benzo[j,k]fluorene ...................................................................................... 206440 Fluoranthene ...................................................... 1* 2,4 U120 B 100 (45.4)
1,3-Benzodioxol-4-ol, 2,2-dimethyl-, (Bendiocarb phenol) ........................ 22961826 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U364 ##
1,3-Benzodioxol-4-ol, 2,2-dimethyl-, methyl carbamate (Bendiocarb) ...... 22781233 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U278 ##
1,3-Benzodioxole, 5-)1-propenyl)- ............................................................. 120581 Isosafrole ............................................................ 1* 4 U141 B 100 (45.4)
1,3-Benzodioxole,5-(2-propenyl)- ............................................................... 94597 Safrole ................................................................ 1* 4 U203 B 100 (45.4)
1,3-Benzodioxole, 5-propyl- ....................................................................... 94586 Dihydrosafrole .................................................... 1* 4 U090 A 10 (4.54)
7-Benzofuranol, 2,3-dihydro-2,2-dimethyl- (Carbofuran phenol) ............... 1563388 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U367 ##
Benzoic acid ............................................................................................... 65850 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Benzoic acid, 2-hydroxy-, compd. with (3aS-cis)-1,2,3,3a,8,8a-



hexahydro-1,3a,8-trimethylpyrrolo[2,3-b]indol-5-yl methylcarbamate
ester (1:1) (Physostigmine salicylate).



57647 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P188 ##



Benzonitrile ................................................................................................ 100470 ............................................................................. 1000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Benzo [rst]pentaphene ............................................................................... 189559 Dibenz[a,i]pyrene ............................................... 1* 4 U064 A 10 (4.54)
Benzo[ghi]perylene .................................................................................... 191242 ............................................................................. 1* 2 D 5000 (2270)
2H-1-Benzopyran-2-one, 4-hydroxy-3-(3-oxo-1-phenyl-butyl)-, & salts,



when present at concentrations greater than 0.3%
81812 Warfarin, & salts, when present at concentra-



tions greater than 0.3%.
1* 4 P001 B 100 (45.4)



Benzo[a]pyrene .......................................................................................... 50328 3,4-Benzopyrene ................................................ 1* 2,4 U022 X 1 (0.454)
3,4-Benzopyrene ........................................................................................ 50328 Benzo[a]pyrene .................................................. 1* 2,4 U022 X 1 (0.454)
ρ-Benzoquinone ......................................................................................... 106514 2,5-Cyclohexadiene-1,4-dione ...........................



Quinone
1* 3,4 U197 A 10 (4.54)



Benzotrichloride ......................................................................................... 98077 Benzene, (trichloromethyl)- ................................ 1* 3,4 U023 A 10 (4.54)
Benzoyl chloride ......................................................................................... 98884 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
1,2-Benzphenanthrene ............................................................................... 218019 Chrysene ............................................................ 1* 2,4 U050 B 100 (45.4)
Benzyl chloride ........................................................................................... 100447 Benzene, chloromethyl- ..................................... 100 1,3,4 P028 B 100 (45.4)
BERYLLIUM AND COMPOUNDS ............................................................. N.A. Beryllium Compounds ........................................ 1* 2,3 **
Beryllium Compounds ................................................................................ N.A. BERYLLIUM AND COMPOUNDS ..................... 1* 2,3 **
Beryllium chloride ....................................................................................... 7787475 ............................................................................. 5000 1 X 1 (0.454)
Beryllium fluoride ....................................................................................... 7787497 ............................................................................. 5000 1 X 1 (0.454)
Beryllium nitrate ......................................................................................... 13597994



7787555
............................................................................. 5000 1 X 1 (0.454)



Beryllium powder ‡ ..................................................................................... 7440417 Beryllium ‡ .......................................................... 1* 2,3,4 P015 A 10 (4.54)
alpha—BHC ............................................................................................... 319846 ............................................................................. 1* 2 A 10 (4.54)



V
erD



ate 11<
M



A
Y



>
2000



11:40 Jul 16, 2001
Jkt 194160



P
O



 00000
F



rm
 00289



F
m



t 8010
S



fm
t 8010



Y
:\S



G
M



L\194160T
.X



X
X



pfrm
11



P
sN



: 194160T











290



40 C
FR C



h. I (7–1–01 Ed
itio



n)
§



302.4



TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



beta—BHC ................................................................................................. 319857 ............................................................................. 1* 2 X 1 (0.454)
delta—BHC ................................................................................................ 319868 ............................................................................. 1* 2 X 1 (0.454)
γ-BHC ......................................................................................................... 58899 Cyclohexane, 1,2,3,4,5,6-hexa chloro- (1α, 2α,



3β,4α,5α,6β)-.
Hexachlorocyclohexane (gamma isomer)
Lindane



1 1,2,3,4 U129 X 1 (0.454)



2,2′-Bioxirane ............................................................................................. 1464535 1,2:3,4-Diepoxybutane ....................................... 1* 4 U085 A 10 (4.54)
(1,1′-Biphenyl)-4,4′diamine ........................................................................ 92875 Benzidine ............................................................ 1* 2,4 U021 X 1 (0.454)
[1,1′-Biphenyl]-4,4′diamine,3,3′dichloro- .................................................... 91941 3,3′-Dichlorobenzidine ........................................ 1* 2,4 U073 X 1 (0.454)
[1,1′-Biphenyl]-4,4′diamine,3,3′dimethoxy- ................................................ 119904 3,3′-Dimethoxybenzidine .................................... 1* 4 U091 B 100 (45.4)
[1,1′Biphenyl]-4,4′-diamine,3,3′-dimethyl- .................................................. 119937 3,3′-Dimethylbenzidine ....................................... 1* 4 U095 A 10 (4.54)
Biphenyl ..................................................................................................... 92524 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
Bis (2-chloroethyl) ether ............................................................................. 111444 Dichloroethyl ether .............................................



Ethane,1,1′-oxybis[2-chloro-
1* 2,4 U025 A 10 (4.54)



Bis(2-chloroethoxy) methane ..................................................................... 111911 Dichloromethoxy ethane ....................................
Ethane, 1,1′-[methylenebis(oxy)]bis(2-chloro-



1* 2,4 U024 C 1000 (454)



Bis (2-ethylhexyl)phthalate ......................................................................... 117817 Diethylhexyl phthalate ........................................
1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, [bis(2-



ethylhexyl)] ester



1* 2,4 U028 B 100 (45.4)



Bromoacetone ............................................................................................ 598312 2-Propanone, 1-bromo- ...................................... 1* 4 P017 C 1000 (454)
Bromoform ................................................................................................. 75252 Methane, tribromo- ............................................. 1* 2,4 U225 B 100 (45.4)
4-Bromophenyl phenyl ether ...................................................................... 101553 Benzene, 1-bromo-4-phenoxy- .......................... 1* 2,4 U030 B 100 (45.4)
Brucine ....................................................................................................... 357573 Strychnidin-10-one, 2,3-dimethoxy- ................... 1* 4 P018 B 100 (45.4)
1,3-Butadiene, 1,1,2,3,4,4-hexachloro- ...................................................... 87683 Hexachlorobutadiene ......................................... 1* 2,4 U128 X 1 (0.454)
1,3-Butadiene ............................................................................................. 106990 ............................................................................. 1* 3 A 10 (4.54)
1-Butanamine, N-butyl-N-nitroso- .............................................................. 924163 N-Nitrosodi-n-butylamine .................................... 1* 4 U172 A 10 (4.54)
1-Butanol .................................................................................................... 71363 n-Butyl alcohol .................................................... 1* 4 U031 D 5000 (2270)
2-Butanone ................................................................................................. 78933 MEK ....................................................................



Methyl ethyl ketone
1* 3,4 U159 D 5000 (2270)



2-Butanone peroxide .................................................................................. 1338234 Methyl ethyl ketone peroxide ............................. 1* 4 U160 A 10 (4.54)
2-Butanone, 3,3-dimethyl-1-(methylthio)-, O[(methylamino)carbonyl]



oxime.
39196184 Thiofanox ............................................................ 1* 4 P045 B 100 (45.4)



2-Butenal .................................................................................................... 123739
4170303



Crotonaldehyde .................................................. 100 1,4 U053 B 100 (45.4)



2-Butene, 1,4-dichloro- .............................................................................. 764410 1,4-Dichloro-2-butene ......................................... 1* 4 U074 X 1 (0.454)
2-Butenoic acid, 2-methyl-, 7[[2,3-dihydroxy-2-(1-methoxyethyl)-3-meth-



yl-1-oxobutoxy]methyl]-2,3,5,7a-tetrahydro-1H-pyrrolizin-1-yl ester,
[1S-[1alpha(Z),7(2S*,3R*),7aalpha]]-



303344 Lasiocarpine ....................................................... 1* 4 U143 A 10 (4.54)



Butyl acetate .............................................................................................. 123864 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
iso-Butyl acetate ..................................................................................... 110190
sec-Butyl acetate .................................................................................... 105464
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tert-Butyl acetate .................................................................................... 540885
n-Butyl alcohol ........................................................................................... 71363 1-Butanol ............................................................ 1* 4 U031 D 5000 (2270)
Butylamine ................................................................................................. 109739 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)



iso-Butylamine ........................................................................................ 78819
sec-Butylamine ....................................................................................... 513495



13952846
tert-Butylamine ....................................................................................... 75649



Butyl benzyl phthalate ................................................................................ 85687 ............................................................................. 1* 2 B 100 (45.4)
η-Butyl phthalate ........................................................................................ 84742 1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, dibutyl ester .......



Dibutyl phthalate
Di-n-butyl phthalate



100 1,2,3,4 U069 A 10 (4.54)



Butyric acid ................................................................................................ 107926 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
iso-Butyric acid ....................................................................................... 79312



Cacodylic acid ............................................................................................ 75605 Arsinic acid, dimethyl- ........................................ 1* 4 U136 X 1 (0.454)
Cadmium ‡ ................................................................................................. 7440439 ............................................................................. 1* 2 A 10 (4.54)
Cadmium acetate ....................................................................................... 543908 ............................................................................. 100 1 A 10 (4.54)
CADMIUM AND COMPOUNDS ................................................................ N.A. Cadmium Compounds ....................................... 1* 2,3 **
Cadmium Compounds ............................................................................... N.A. CADMIUM AND COMPOUNDS ........................ 1* 2,3 **
Cadmium bromide ...................................................................................... 7789426 ............................................................................. 100 1 A 10 (4.54)
Cadmium chloride ...................................................................................... 10108642 ............................................................................. 100 1 A 10 (4.54)
Calcium arsenate ....................................................................................... 7778441 ............................................................................. 1000 1 X 1 (0.454)
Calcium arsenite ........................................................................................ 52740166 ............................................................................. 1000 1 X 1 (0.454)
Calcium carbide ......................................................................................... 75207 ............................................................................. 5000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Calcium chromate ...................................................................................... 13765190 Chromic acid H2 CrO4, calcium salt ................... 1000 1,4 U032 A 10 (4.54)
Calcium cyanamide .................................................................................... 156627 ............................................................................. 1* 3 C 1000 (454)
Calcium cyanide ......................................................................................... 592018 Calcium cyanide Ca(CN)2 ................................. 10 1,4 P021 A 10 (4.54)
Calcium cyanide Ca(CN)2 ......................................................................... 592018 Calcium cyanide ................................................. 10 1,4 P021 A 10 (4.54)
Calcium dodecylbenzenesulfonate ............................................................ 26264062 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Calcium hypochlorite .................................................................................. 7778543 ............................................................................. 100 1 A 10 (4.54)
Camphene, octachloro- .............................................................................. 8001352 Chlorinated camphene .......................................



Toxaphene
1 1,2,3,4 P123 X 1 (0.454)



Captan ........................................................................................................ 133062 ............................................................................. 10 1,3 A 10 (4.54)
Carbamic acid, [1-[(butylamino)carbonyl]-1H-benzimidazol-2-yl, methyl



ester (Benomyl).
17804352 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U271 ##



Carbamic acid, 1H-benzimidazol-2-yl, methyl ester (Carbendazim) ......... 10605217 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U372 ##
Carbamic acid, (3-chlorophenyl)-, 4-chloro-2-butynyl ester (Barban) ....... 101279 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U280 ##
Carbamic acid, [(dibutylamino)thio]methyl-, 2,3-dihydro-2,2-dimethyl-7-



benzofuranyl ester (Carbosulfan).
55285148 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P189 ##



Carbamic acid, dimethyl-,1- [(dimethylamino)carbonyl]-5-methyl-1H-
pyrazol-3-yl ester (Dimetilan).



644644 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P191 ##



Carbamic acid, dimethyl-, 3-methyl-1-(1-methylethyl)-1H-pyrazol-5-yl
ester (Isolan).



119380 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P192 ##



Carbamic acid, ethyl ester ......................................................................... 51796 Ethyl carbamate .................................................
Urethane



1* 3,4 U238 B 100 (45.4)



Carbamic acid, methylnitroso-, ethyl ester ................................................ 615532 N-Nitroso-N-methylurethane .............................. 1* 4 U178 X 1 (0.454)
Carbamic acid, methyl-, 3-methylphenyl ester (Metolcarb) ....................... 1129415 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P190 ##
Carbamic acid, [1,2- phenylenebis(iminocarbonothioyl)]bis-, dimethyl



ester (Thiophanate-methyl).
23564058 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U409 ##



Carbamic acid, phenyl-, 1-methylethyl ester (Propham) ........................... 122429 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U373 ##
Carbamic chloride, dimethyl- ..................................................................... 79447 Dimethylcarbamoyl chloride ............................... 1* 3,4 U097 X 1 (0.454)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



Carbamodithioic acid, 1,2-ethanediylbis, salts & esters 111546 Ethylenebisdithiocarbamic acid, salts & esters .. 1* 4 U114 D 5000 (2270)
Carbamothioic acid, bis(1-methylethyl)-, S-(2,3-dichloro-2-propenyl)



ester
2303164 Diallate ............................................................... 1* 4 U062 B 100 (45.4)



Carbamothioic acid, bis(1-methylethyl)-, S-(2,3,3-trichloro-2-propenyl)
ester (Triallate).



2303175 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U389 ##



Carbamothioic acid, dipropyl-, S-(phenylmethyl) ester (Prosulfocarb) ...... 52888809 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U387 ##
Carbaryl ...................................................................................................... 63252 ............................................................................. 100 1,3 B 100 (45.4)
Carbofuran ................................................................................................. 1563662 ............................................................................. 10 1 A 10 (4.54)
Carbon disulfide ......................................................................................... 75150 ............................................................................. 5000 1,3,4 P022 B 100 (45.4)
Carbon oxyfluoride ..................................................................................... 353504 Carbonic difluoride ............................................. 1* 4 U033 C 1000 (454)
Carbonic acid, dithallium(1+) salt .............................................................. 6533739 Thallium(I) carbonate ......................................... 1* 4 U215 B 100 (45.4)
Carbonic dichloride .................................................................................... 75445 Phosgene ........................................................... 5000 1,3,4 P095 A 10 (4.54)
Carbonic difluoride ..................................................................................... 353504 Carbon oxyfluoride ............................................. 1* 4 U033 C 1000 (454)
Carbonochloridic acid, methyl ester .......................................................... 79221 Methyl chlorocarbonate ......................................



Methyl chloroformate
1* 4 U156 C 1000 (454)



Carbon tetrachloride .................................................................................. 56235 Methane, tetrachloro- ......................................... 5000 1,2,3,4 U211 A 10 (4.54)
Carbonyl sulfide ......................................................................................... 463581 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
Catechol ..................................................................................................... 120809 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
Chloral ........................................................................................................ 75876 Acetaldehyde, trichloro- ..................................... 1* 4 U034 D 5000 (2270)
Chloramben ................................................................................................ 133904 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
Chlorambucil .............................................................................................. 305033 Benzenebutanoic acid, 4-[bis(2-



chloroethyl)amino]-.
1* 4 U035 A 10 (4.54)



Chlordane ................................................................................................... 57749 Chlordane, alpha & gamma isomers .................
CHLORDANE (TECHNICAL MIXTURE AND



METABOLITES)
4,7-Methano-1H-indene, 1,2,4,5,6,7,8,8-



octachloro-2,3,3a,4,7,7a-hexahydro-.



1 1,2,3,4 U036 X 1 (0.454)



CHLORDANE (TECHNICAL MIXTURE AND METABOLITES) N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
Chlordane, alpha & gamma isomers ......................................................... 57749 Chlordane ...........................................................



CHLORDANE (TECHNICAL MIXTURE AND
METABOLITES)



4,7-Methano-1H-indene, 1,2,4,5,6,7,8,8-
octachloro-2,3,3a,4,7,7a-hexahydro-.



1 1,2,3,4 U036 X 1 (0.454)



CHLORDANE (TECHNICAL MIXTURE AND METABOLITES) ................ 57749 Chlordane, alpha & gamma isomers .................
Chlordane, alpha & gamma isomers
4,7-Methano-1H-indene, 1,2,4,5,6,7,8,8-



octachloro-2,3,3a,4,7,7a-hexahydro-



1 1,2,3,4 U036 X 1 (0.454)



CHLORINATED BENZENES ..................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
Chlorinated camphene ............................................................................... 8001352 Camphene, octachloro- ......................................



Toxaphene
1 1,2,3,4 P123 X 1 (0.454)



CHLORINATED ETHANES ....................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
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CHLORINATED NAPHTHALENE .............................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
CHLORINATED PHENOLS ....................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
Chlorine ...................................................................................................... 7782505 ............................................................................. 10 1,3 A 10 (4.54)
Chlornaphazine .......................................................................................... 494031 Naphthalenamine, N,N′-bis(2-chloroethyl)- ........ 1* 4 U026 B 100 (45.4)
Chloroacetaldehyde ................................................................................... 107200 Acetaldehyde, chloro- ........................................ 1* 4 P023 C 1000 (454)
Chloroacetic acid ....................................................................................... 79118 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
2-Chloroacetophenone ............................................................................... 532274 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
CHLOROALKYL ETHERS ......................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
p-Chloroaniline ........................................................................................... 106478 Benzenamine, 4-chloro- ..................................... 1* 4 P024 C 1000 (454)
Chlorobenzene ........................................................................................... 108907 Benzene, chloro- ................................................ 100 1,2,3,4 U037 B 100 (45.4)
Chlorobenzilate .......................................................................................... 510156 Benzeneacetic acid, 4-chloro-α-(4-



chlorophenyl)-α-hydroxy-, ethyl ester.
1* 3,4 U038 A 10 (4.54)



4-Chloro-m-cresol ...................................................................................... 59507 p-Chloro-m-cresol ...............................................
Phenol, 4-chloro-3-methyl-



1* 2,4 U039 D 5000 (2270)



p-Chloro-m-cresol ...................................................................................... 59507 Phenol, 4-chloro-3-methyl- .................................
4-Chloro-m-cresol



1* 2,4 U039 D 5000 (2270)



Chloroethane .............................................................................................. 75003 Ethyl chloride ...................................................... 1* 2,3 B 100 (45.4)
Chlorodibromomethane .............................................................................. 124481 ............................................................................. 1* 2 B 100 (45.4)
1-Chloro-2,3-epoxypropane ....................................................................... 106898 Epichlorohydrin ...................................................



Oxirane, (chloromethyl)-
1000 1,3,4 U041 B 100 (45.4)



2-Chloroethyl vinyl ether ............................................................................ 110758 Ethene, 2-chloroethoxy- ..................................... 1* 2,4 U042 C 1000 (454)
Chloroform ................................................................................................. 67663 Methane, trichloro- ............................................. 5000 1,2,3,4 U044 A 10 (4.54)
Chloromethane ........................................................................................... 74873 Methane, chloro- ................................................



Methyl chloride
1* 2,3,4 U045 B 100 (45.4)



Chloromethyl methyl ether ......................................................................... 107302 Methane, chloromethoxy- ................................... 1* 3,4 U046 A 10 (4.54)
beta-Chloronaphthalene ............................................................................. 91587 Naphthalene, 2-chloro- .......................................



2-Chloronaphthalene
1* 2,4 U047 D 5000 (2270)



2-Chloronaphthalene .................................................................................. 91587 beta-Chloronaphthalene .....................................
Naphthalene, 2-chloro-



1* 2,4 U047 D 5000 (2270)



2-Chlorophenol ........................................................................................... 95578 o-Chlorophenol ...................................................
Phenol, 2-chloro-



1* 2,4 U048 B 100 (45.4)



o-Chlorophenol ........................................................................................... 95578 Phenol, 2-chloro- ................................................
2-Chlorophenol



1* 2,4 U048 B 100 (45.4)



4-Chlorophenyl phenyl ether ...................................................................... 7005723 ............................................................................. 1* 2 D 5000 (2270)
1-(o-Chlorophenyl)thiourea ........................................................................ 5344821 Thiourea, (2-chlorophenyl)- ................................ 1* 4 P026 B 100 (45.4)
Chloroprene ............................................................................................... 126998 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
3-Chloropropionitrile ................................................................................... 542767 Propanenitrile, 3-chloro- ..................................... 1* 4 P027 C 1000 (454)
Chlorosulfonic acid ..................................................................................... 7790945 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
4-Chloro-o-toluidine, hydrochloride ............................................................ 3165933 Benzenamine, 4-chloro-2-methyl-, hydro-



chloride.
1* 4 U049 B 100 (45.4)



Chlorpyrifos ................................................................................................ 2921882 ............................................................................. 1 1 X 1 (0.454)
Chromic acetate ......................................................................................... 1066304 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Chromic acid .............................................................................................. 11115745



7738945
............................................................................. 1000 1 A 10 (4.54)



Chromic acid H2 CrO4, calcium salt .......................................................... 13765190 Calcium chromate .............................................. 1000 1,4 U032 A 10 (4.54)
Chromic sulfate .......................................................................................... 10101538 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Chromium ‡ ................................................................................................ 7440473 ............................................................................. 1* 2 D 5000 (2270)
CHROMIUM AND COMPOUNDS ............................................................. N.A. Chromium Compounds ...................................... 1* 2,3 **
Chromium Compounds .............................................................................. N.A. CHROMIUM AND COMPOUNDS ..................... 1* 2,3 **
Chromous chloride ..................................................................................... 10049055 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



Chrysene .................................................................................................... 218019 1,2-Benzphenanthrene ....................................... 1* 2,4 U050 B 100 (45.4)
Cobalt compounds ..................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 3 **
Cobaltous bromide ..................................................................................... 7789437 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Cobaltous formate ...................................................................................... 544183 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Cobaltous sulfamate .................................................................................. 14017415 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Coke Oven Emissions ............................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 3 X 1 (0.454)
Copper ‡ ..................................................................................................... 7440508 ............................................................................. 1* 2 D 5000 (2270)
COPPER AND COMPOUNDS .................................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
Copper cyanide .......................................................................................... 544923 Copper cyanide CuCN ....................................... 1* 4 P029 A 10 (4.54)
Copper cyanide CuCN ............................................................................... 544923 Copper cyanide .................................................. 1* 4 P029 A 10 (4.54)
Coumaphos ................................................................................................ 56724 ............................................................................. 10 1 A 10 (4.54)
Creosote ..................................................................................................... 8001589 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U051 X 1 (0.454)
Cresols (isomers and mixture) ................................................................... 1319773 Cresylic acid (isomers and mixture) ..................



Phenol, methyl
1000 1,3,4 U052 B 100 (45.4)



m-Cresol ..................................................................................................... 108394 m-Cresylic acid ................................................... 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
o-Cresol ...................................................................................................... 95487 o-Cresylic acid .................................................... 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
p-Cresol ...................................................................................................... 106445 p-Cresylic acid .................................................... 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
Cresylic acid (isomers and mixture) .......................................................... 1319773 Cresols (isomers and mixture) ...........................



Phenol, methyl
1000 1,3,4 U052 B 100 (45.4)



m-Cresylic acid .......................................................................................... 108394 m-Cresol ............................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
o-Cresylic acid ........................................................................................... 95487 o-Cresol .............................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
p-Cresylic acid ........................................................................................... 106445 p-Cresol .............................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
Crotonaldehyde .......................................................................................... 123739



4170303
2-Butenal ............................................................ 100 1,4 U053 B 100 (45.4)



Cumene ...................................................................................................... 98828 Benzene, (1-methylethyl)- .................................. 1* 3,4 U055 D 5000 (2270)
Cupric acetate ............................................................................................ 142712 ............................................................................. 100 1 B 100 (45.4)
Cupric acetoarsenite .................................................................................. 12002038 ............................................................................. 100 1 X 1 (0.454)
Cupric chloride ........................................................................................... 7447394 ............................................................................. 10 1 A 10 (4.54)
Cupric nitrate .............................................................................................. 3251238 ............................................................................. 100 1 B 100 (45.4)
Cupric oxalate ............................................................................................ 5893663 ............................................................................. 100 1 B 100 (45.4)
Cupric sulfate ............................................................................................. 7758987 ............................................................................. 10 1 A 10 (4.54)
Cupric sulfate, ammoniated ....................................................................... 10380297 ............................................................................. 100 1 B 100 (45.4)
Cupric tartrate ............................................................................................ 815827 ............................................................................. 100 1 B 100 (45.4)
Cyanide Compounds ................................................................................. N.A. CYANIDES ......................................................... 1* 2,3 **
CYANIDES ................................................................................................. N.A. Cyanide Compounds .......................................... 1* 2,3 **
Cyanides (soluble salts and complexes) not otherwise specified 57125 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P030 A 10 (4.54)
Cyanogen ................................................................................................... 460195 Ethanedinitrile ..................................................... 1* 4 P031 B 100 (45.4)
Cyanogen bromide ..................................................................................... 506683 Cyanogen bromide (CN)Br ................................ 1* 4 U246 C 1000 (454)
Cyanogen bromide (CN)Br ........................................................................ 506683 Cyanogen bromide ............................................. 1* 4 U246 C 1000 (454)
Cyanogen chloride ..................................................................................... 506774 Cyanogen chloride (CN)Cl ................................. 10 1,4 P033 A 10 (4.54)
Cyanogen chloride (CN)Cl ......................................................................... 506774 Cyanogen chloride ............................................. 10 1,4 P033 A 10 (4.54)
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2,5-Cyclohexadiene-1,4-dione ................................................................... 106514 p-Benzoquinone .................................................
Quinone



1* 3,4 U197 A 10 (4.54)



Cyclohexane .............................................................................................. 110827 Benzene, hexahydro- ......................................... 1000 1,4 U056 C 1000 (454)
Cyclohexane, 1,2,3,4,5,6-hexachloro-, (1α,2α,3β,4α,5α,6β)- ................... 58899 γ-BHC .................................................................



Hexachlorocyclohexane (gamma isomer)
Lindane
Lindane (all isomers)



1 1,2,3,4 U129 X 1 (0.454)



Cyclohexanone .......................................................................................... 108941 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U057 D 5000 (2270)
2-Cyclohexyl-4,6-dinitrophenol ................................................................... 131895 Phenol, 2-cyclohexyl-4,6-dinitro- ........................ 1* 4 P034 B 100 (45.4)
1,3-Cyclopentadiene, 1,2,3,4,5,5-hexachloro- ........................................... 77474 Hexachlorocyclopentadiene ............................... 1 1,2,3,4 U130 A 10 (4.54)
Cyclophosphamide ..................................................................................... 50180 2H-1,3,2-Oxazaphosphorin-2-amine,



N,N-bis(2-chloroethyl)tetrahydro-,2-oxide
1* 4 U058 A 10 (4.54)



2,4-D Acid .................................................................................................. 94757 Acetic acid, (2,4-dichlorophenoxy)-, salts &
esters.



2,4-D, salts and esters



100 1,3,4 U240 B 100 (45.4)



2,4-D Ester ................................................................................................. 94111
94791
94804



1320189
1928387
1928616
1929733
2971382



25168267
53467111



............................................................................. 100 1 B 100 (45.4)



2,4-D salts and esters ................................................................................ 94757 Acetic acid, (2,4-dichlorophenoxy)-, salts &
esters.



2,4-D Acid



100 1,3,4 U240 B 100 (45.4)



Daunomycin ............................................................................................... 20830813 5,12-Naphthacenedione, 8-acetyl-10-[3-amino-
2,3,6- trideoxy-alpha-L-lyxo-hexo-
pyranosyl)oxy]-7,8,9,10- tetrahydro-6,8,11-
trihydroxy-1-methoxy-, (8S-cis)-.



1* 4 U059 A 10 (4.54)



DDD ........................................................................................................... 72548 Benzene, 1,1′-(2,2-dichloroethylidene)bis[4-
chloro-.



TDE
4,4′ DDD



1 1,2,4 U060 X 1 (0.454)



4,4′ DDD .................................................................................................... 72548 Benzene, 1,1′-(2,2-dichloroethylidene)bis[4-
chloro-



DDD
TDE



1 1,2,4 U060 X 1 (0.454)



DDE ............................................................................................................ 72559 4,4′-DDE ............................................................. 1* 2,3 X 1 (0.454)
4,4′-DDE ..................................................................................................... 72559 DDE .................................................................... 1* 2,3 X 1 (0.454)
DDE ,b .................................................................................................... 3547044 ............................................................................. 1* 3 D 5000 (2270)
DDT ............................................................................................................ 50293 Benzene, 1,1′-(2,2,2-trichloroethylidene)bis[4-



chloro-
4,4′DDT



1 1,2,4 U061 X 1 (0.454)



4,4′DDT ...................................................................................................... 50293 Benzene, 1,1′-(2,2,2-trichloroethylidene)bis[4-
chloro-



DDT



1 1,2,4 U061 X 1 (0.454)



DDT AND METABOLITES ......................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



DEHP ......................................................................................................... 117817 1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, bis(2-ethyl-hexyl)
ester.



Bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate
Diethylhexyl phthalate



1* 2,3,4 U028 B 100 (45.4)



Diallate ....................................................................................................... 2303164 Carbamothioic acid, bis(1-methylethyl)-, S-(2,3-
dichloro-2-propenyl) ester.



1* 4 U062 B 100 (45.4)



Diazinon ..................................................................................................... 333415 ............................................................................. 1 1 X 1 (0.454)
Diazomethane ............................................................................................ 334883 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
Dibenz[a,h]anthracene ............................................................................... 53703 Dibenzo[a,h]anthracene



1,2:5,6-Dibenzanthracene
1* 2,4 U063 X 1 (0.454)



1,2:5,6-Dibenzanthracene .......................................................................... 53703 Dibenz[a,h]anthracene
Dibenzo[a,h]anthracene



1* 2,4 U063 X 1 (0.454)



Dibenzo[a,h]anthracene ............................................................................. 53703 Dibenz[a,h]anthracene
,2:5,6-Dibenzanthracene



1* 2,4 U063 X 1 (0.454)



Dibenz[a,i]pyrene ....................................................................................... 189559 Benzo[rst]pentaphene ........................................ 1* 4 U064 A 10 (4.54)
Dibenzofuran .............................................................................................. 132649 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
1,2-Dibromo-3-chloropropane .................................................................... 96128 Propane, 1,2-dibromo-3-chloro- ......................... 1* 3,4 U066 X 1 (0.454)
Dibromoethane ........................................................................................... 106934 Ethane, 1,2-dibromo- .........................................



Ethylene dibromide
1000 1,3,4 U067 X 1 (0.454)



Dibutyl phthalate ........................................................................................ 84742 1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, dibutyl ester .......
n-Butyl phthalate
Di-n-butyl phthalate



100 1,2,3,4 U069 A 10 (4.54)



Di-n-butyl phthalate .................................................................................... 84742 1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, dibutyl ester .......
n-Butyl phthalate
Dibutyl phthalate



100 1,2,3,4 U069 A 10 (4.54)



Dicamba ..................................................................................................... 1918009 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Dichlobenil .................................................................................................. 1194656 ............................................................................. 1000 1 B 100 (45.4)
Dichlone ..................................................................................................... 117806 ............................................................................. 1 1 X 1 (0.454)
Dichlorobenzene ........................................................................................ 25321226 ............................................................................. 100 1 B 100 (45.4)
1,2-Dichlorobenzene .................................................................................. 95501 Benzene, 1,2-dichloro- o-Dichlorobenzene ........ 100 1,2,4 U070 B 100 (45.4)
1,3-Dichlorobenzene .................................................................................. 541731 Benzene, 1,3-dichloro m-Dichlorobenzene ........ 1* 2,4 U071 B 100 (45.4)
1,4-Dichlorobenzene .................................................................................. 106467 Benzene, 1,4-dichloro- .......................................



p-Dichlorobenzene
100 1,2,3,4 U072 B 100 (45.4)



m-Dichlorobenzene .................................................................................... 541731 Benzene, 1,3-dichloro 1,3-Dichlorobenzene ...... 1* 2,4 U071 B 100 (45.4)
o-Dichlorobenzene ..................................................................................... 95501 Benzene, 1,2-dichloro 1,2-Dichlorobenzene ...... 100 1,2,4 U070 B 100 (45.4)
p-Dichlorobenzene ..................................................................................... 106467 Benzene, 1,4-dichloro- .......................................



1,4-Dichlorobenzene
100 1,2,3,4 U072 B 100 (45.4)



DICHLOROBENZIDINE ............................................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
3,3′-Dichlorobenzidine ................................................................................ 91941 [1,1′-Biphenyl]-4,4′-diamine,3,3′-dichloro- .......... * 2,3,4 U073 X 1 (0.454)
Dichlorobromomethane .............................................................................. 75274 ............................................................................. 1* 2 D 5000 (2270)
1,4-Dichloro-2-butene ................................................................................ 764410 2-Butene, 1,4-dichloro- ....................................... 1* 4 U074 X 1 (0.454)
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Dichlorodifluoromethane ............................................................................ 75718 Methane, dichlorodifluoro- .................................. 1* 4 U075 D 5000 (2270)
1,1-Dichloroethane ..................................................................................... 75343 Ethane, 1,1-dichloro- ..........................................



Ethylidene dichloride
1* 2,3,4 U076 C 1000 (454)



1,2-Dichloroethane ..................................................................................... 107062 Ethane, 1,2-dichloro- ..........................................
Ethylene dichloride



5000 1,2,3,4 U077 B 100 (45.4)



1,1-Dichloroethylene .................................................................................. 75354 Ethene, 1,1-dichloro- ..........................................
Vinylidene chloride



5000 1,2,3,4 U078 B 100 (45.4)



1,2-Dichloroethylene .................................................................................. 156605 Ethene, 1,2-dichloro- (E) .................................... 1* 2,4 U079 C 1000 (454)
Dichloroethyl ether ..................................................................................... 111444 Bis(2-chloroethyl) ether ......................................



Ethane, 1,1′-oxybis[2-chloro-
1* 2,3,4 U025 A 10 (4.54)



Dichloroisopropyl ether .............................................................................. 108601 Propane, 2,2′-oxybis[2-chloro- ........................... 1* 2,4 U027 C 1000 (454)
Dichloromethane ........................................................................................ 75092 Methane, dichoro- ..............................................



Methylene chloride
1* 2,3,4 U080 C 1000 (454)



Dichloromethoxy ethane ............................................................................ 111911 Bis(2-chloroethoxy) methane
Ethane, 1,1′-[methylenebis(oxy)]bis(2-chloro-



1* 2,4 U024 C 1000 (454)



Dichloromethyl ether .................................................................................. 542881 Bis(chloromethyl) ether ......................................
Methane, oxybis(chloro-



1* 3,4 P016 A 10 (4.54)



2,4-Dichlorophenol ..................................................................................... 120832 Phenol, 2,4-dichloro- .......................................... 1* 2,4 U081 B 100 (45.4)
2,6-Dichlorophenol ..................................................................................... 87650 Phenol, 2,6-dichloro- .......................................... 1* 4 U082 B 100(45.4)
Dichlorophenylarsine .................................................................................. 696286 Arsonous dichloride, phenyl- .............................. 1* 4 P036 X 1 (0.454)
Dichloropropane ......................................................................................... 26638197 ............................................................................. 5000 1 C 1000 (454)



1,1-Dichloropropane ............................................................................... 78999
1,3-Dichloropropane ............................................................................... 142289



1,2-Dichloropropane ................................................................................... 78875 Propane, 1,2-dichloro- ........................................
Propylene dichloride



5000 1,2,3,4, U083 C 1000 (454)



Dichloropropane—Dichloropropene (mixture) 8003198 ............................................................................. 5000 1 B 100 (45.4)
Dichloropropene ......................................................................................... 26952238 ............................................................................. 5000 1 B 100 (45.4)



2,3-Dichloropropene ............................................................................... 78886
1,3-Dichloropropene ................................................................................... 542756 1-Propene, 1,3-dichloro- .................................... 5000 1,2,3,4 U084 B 100 (45.4)
2,2-Dichloropropionic acid ......................................................................... 75990 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Dichlorvos .................................................................................................. 62737 ............................................................................. 10 1,3 A 10 (4.54)
Dicofol ........................................................................................................ 115322 ............................................................................. 5000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Dieldrin ....................................................................................................... 60571 2,7:3,6-Dimethanonaphth[2,3-b]oxirene,



3,4,5,6,9,9-hexachloro-1a,2,2a,3,6,6a,7,7a-
octahydro-,
(1aalpha,2beta,2aalpha,3beta,6beta,
6aalpha,7beta, 7aalpha)-.



1 1,2,4 P037 X 1 (0.454)



1,2:3,4-Diepoxybutane ............................................................................... 1464535 2,2′-Bioxirane ..................................................... 1* 4 U085 A 10 (4.54)
Diethanolamine .......................................................................................... 111422 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
Diethylamine .............................................................................................. 109897 ............................................................................. 1000 1 B 100 (454.4)
N,N-Diethylaniline ...................................................................................... 91667 ............................................................................. 1* 3 C 1000 (454)
Diethylarsine .............................................................................................. 692422 Arsine, diethyl- ................................................... 1* 4 P038 X 1 (0.454)
1,4-Diethylenedioxide ................................................................................. 123911 1,4-Dioxane ........................................................



1,4-Diethyleneoxide
1* 3,4 U108 B 100 (45.4)



1,4-Diethyleneoxide ................................................................................... 123911 1,4-Dioxane ........................................................
1,4-Diethylenedioxide



1* 3,4 U108 B 100 (45.4)



Diethylhexyl phthalate ................................................................................ 117817 1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, bis(2-ethylhexyl)
ester.



Bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate DEHP



1* 2,3,4 U028 B 100 (45.4)



N,N′-Diethylhydrazine ................................................................................ 1615801 Hydrazine, 1,2-diethyl- ....................................... 1* 4 U086 A 10 (4.54)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



O,O-Diethyl S-methyl dithiophosphate ...................................................... 3288582 Phosphorodithioic acid, O,O-diethyl S-methyl
ester.



1* 4 U087 D 5000 (2270)



Diethyl-p-nitrophenyl phosphate ................................................................ 311455 Phosphoric acid, diethyl 4-nitrophenyl ester ...... 1* 4 P041 B 100 (45.4)
Diethyl phthalate ........................................................................................ 84662 1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, diethyl ester ....... 1* 2,4 U088 C 1000 (454)
O,O-Diethyl O-pyrazinyl phosphorothioate ................................................ 297972 Phosphorothioic acid, O,O-diethyl O-pyrazinyl



ester.
1* 4 P040 B 100 (45.4)



Diethylstilbestrol ......................................................................................... 56531 Phenol, 4,4′-(1,2-diethyl-1,2-ethenediyl)bis-, (E) 1* 4 U089 X 1 (0.454)
Diethyl sulfate ............................................................................................ 64675 ............................................................................. 1* 3 A 10 (4.54)
Dihydrosafrole ............................................................................................ 94586 1,3-Benzodioxole, 5-propyl- ............................... 1* 4 U090 A 10 (4.54)
Diisopropylfluorophosphate ........................................................................ 55914 Phosphorofluoridic acid, bis(1-methylethyl)



ester.
1* 4 P043 B 100 (45.4)



1,4,5,8-Dimethanonaphthalene, 1,2,3,4,10,10-10-hexachloro-
1,4,4a,5,8,8a-hexahydro-, (1alpha,4alpha,4abeta,5alpha,8alpha,



309002 Aldrin .................................................................. 1 1,2,4 P004 X 1 (0.454)



8abeta)-1,4,5,8-Dimethanonaphthalene, 1,2,3,4,10,10-hexachloro-
1,4,4a,5,8,8a-hexahydro, (1alpha,4alpha,4abeta,5abeta,8beta,



465736 Isodrin ................................................................. 1* 4 P060 X 1 (0.454)



8abeta)-2,7:3,6-Dimethanonaphth[2,3-b]oxirene, 3,4,5,6,9,9-hexachloro-
1a,2,2a,3,6,6a,7,7a-octahydro-, (1aalpha,2beta,2aalpha,3beta,6beta,



60571 Dieldrin ............................................................... 1 1,2,4 P037 X 1 (0.454)



6aalpha,7beta,7aalpha)-2,7:3,6-Dimethanonaphth[2,3-b]oxirene,
3,4,5,6,9,9-hexachloro-1a,2,2a,3,6,6a,7,7a-octa-hydro-,
(1aalpha,2beta,2abeta,3alpha,6alpha,



72208 Endrin
Endrin, & metabolites



1 1,2,4 P051 X 1 (0.454)



6abeta,7beta,7aalpha)-Dimethoate ............................................................ 60515 Phosphorodithioic acid, O,O-dimethyl S-
[2(methylamino)-2-oxoethyl] ester.



1* 4 P044 A 10 (4.54)



3,3′-Dimethoxybenzidine ............................................................................ 119904 [1,1′-Biphenyl]-4,4′-diamine,3,3′-dimethoxy- ...... 1* 3,4 U091 B 100 (45.4)



Dimethylamine ........................................................................................... 124403 Methanamine, N-methyl- .................................... 1000 1,4 U092 C 1000 (454)
Dimethyl aminoazobenzene ....................................................................... 60117 Benzenamine, N,N-dimethyl-4-(phenylazo-) ......



P-Dimethylaminoazobenzene
1* 3,4 U093 A 10 (4.54)



p-Dimethylaminoazobenzene ..................................................................... 60117 Benzenamine, N,N-dimethyl-4-(phenylazo-) ......
Dimethyl aminoazobenzene



1* 3,4 U093 A 10 (4.54)



N,N-Dimethylaniline ................................................................................... 121697 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
7,12-Dimethylbenz[a]anthracene ............................................................... 57976 Benz[a]anthracene, 7,12-dimethyl- .................... 1* 4 U094 X 1 (0.454)
3,3′-Dimethylbenzidine ............................................................................... 119937 [1,1′-Biphenyl]-4,4′-diamine,3,3′-dimethyl- ......... 1* 3,4 U095 A 10 (4.54)
alpha,alpha-Dimethylbenzylhydroperoxide ................................................ 80159 Hydroperoxide, 1-methyl-1-phenylethyl- ............ 1* 4 U096 A 10 (4.54)
Dimethylcarbamoyl chloride ....................................................................... 79447 Carbamic chloride, dimethyl- ............................. 1* 3,4 U097 X 1 (0.454)



Dimethylformamide .................................................................................... 68122 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
1,1-Dimethylhydrazine ............................................................................... 57147 Hydrazine, 1,1-dimethyl- .................................... 1* 3,4 U098 A 10 (4.54)
1,2-Dimethylhydrazine ............................................................................... 540738 Hydrazine, 1,2-dimethyl- .................................... 1* 4 U099 X 1 (0.454)
alpha,alpha-Dimethylphenethylamine ........................................................ 122098 Benzeneethanamine, alpha,alpha-dimethyl- ...... 1* 4 P046 D 5000 (2270)
2,4-Dimethylphenol .................................................................................... 105679 Phenol, 2,4-dimethyl- ......................................... 1* 2,4 U101 B 100 (45.4)
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Dimethyl phthalate ..................................................................................... 131113 1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, dimethyl ester .... 1* 2,3,4 U102 D 5000 (2270)



Dimethyl sulfate ......................................................................................... 77781 Sulfuric acid, dimethyl ester ............................... 1* 3,4 U103 B 100 (45.4)



Dinitrobenzene (mixed) .............................................................................. 25154545 ............................................................................. 1000 1 B 100 (45.4)
m-Dinitrobenzene ................................................................................... 99650
o-Dinitrobenzene .................................................................................... 528290
p-Dinitrobenzene .................................................................................... 100254



4,6-Dinitro-o-cresol, and salts .................................................................... 534521 Phenol, 2-methyl-4,6-dinitro-, & salts ................. 1* 2,3,4 P047 A 10 (4.54)
Dinitrophenol .............................................................................................. 25550587 ............................................................................. 1000 1 A 10 (4.54)



2,5-Dinitrophenol .................................................................................... 329715
2,6-Dinitrophenol .................................................................................... 573568



2,4-Dinitrophenol ........................................................................................ 51285 Phenol, 2,4-dinitro- ............................................. 1000 1,2,3,4, P048 A 10 (4.54)
Dinitrotoluene ............................................................................................. 25321146 ............................................................................. 1000 1,2 A 10 (4.54)



3,4-Dinitrotoluene ................................................................................... 610399
2,4-Dinitrotoluene ....................................................................................... 121142 Benzene, 1-methyl-2,4-dinitro- ........................... 1000 1,2,3,4 U105 A 10 (4.54)
2,6-Dinitrotoluene ....................................................................................... 606202 Benzene, 2-methyl-1,3-dinitro- ........................... 1000 1,2,4 U106 B 100 (45.4)
Dinoseb ...................................................................................................... 88857 Phenol, 2-(1-methylpropyl)-4,6-dinitro ................ 1* 4 P020 C 1000 (454)
Di-n-octyl phthalate .................................................................................... 117840 1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, dioctyl ester ....... 1* 2,4 U107 D 5000 (2270)
1,4-Dioxane ................................................................................................ 123911 1,4-Diethyleneoxide ............................................



1,4-Diethlyenedioxide
1* 3,4 U108 B 100 (45.4)



DIPHENYLHYDRAZINE ............................................................................ N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
1,2-Diphenyl- ..............................................................................................
hydrazine



122667 Hydrazine, 1,2-diphenyl- .................................... 1* 2,3,4 U109 A 10(4.54)



Diphosphoramide, octamethyl- .................................................................. 152169 Octamethylpyrophosphoramide ......................... 1* 4 P085 B 100 (45.4)
Diphosphoric acid, tetraethyl ester ............................................................ 107493 Tetraethyl pyrophosphate .................................. 100 1,4 P111 A 10 (4.54)
Dipropylamine ............................................................................................ 142847 1-Propanamine, N-propyl- .................................. 1* 4 U110 D 5000 (2270)
Di-n-propylnitrosamine ............................................................................... 621647 1-Propanamine, N-nitroso-N-propyl- .................. 1* 2,4 U111 A 10 (4.54)
Diquat ......................................................................................................... 85007



2764729
............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)



Disulfoton ................................................................................................... 298044 Phosphorodithioic acid, o,o-diethyl S-[2-
(ethylthio)ethyl]ester.



1 1,4 P039 X 1 (0.454)



Dithiobiuret ................................................................................................. 541537 Thioimidodicarbonic diamide [(HG2KN)
C(S)]2NH



1* 4 P049 B 100 (45.4)



1,3-Dithiolane-2-carboxaldehyde, 2,4-dimethyl-, O-
[(methylamino)carbonyl]oxime (Tirpate).



26419738 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P185 ##



Diuron ......................................................................................................... 330541 ............................................................................. 100 1 B 100 (45.4)
Dodecylbenzenesulfonic acid .................................................................... 27176870 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Endosulfan ................................................................................................. 115297 6,9-Methano-2,4,3-benzodioxathiepin,



6,7,8,9,10,10-hexachloro-1,5,5a,6,9,9a-
hexahydro-, 3-oxide.



1 1,2,4 P050 X 1 (0.454)



alpha - Endosulfan ..................................................................................... 959988 ............................................................................. 1* 2 X 1 (0.454)
beta - Endosulfan ....................................................................................... 33213659 ............................................................................. 1* 2 X 1 (0.454)
ENDOSALFAN AND METABOLITES ........................................................ N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
Endosulfan sulfate ..................................................................................... 1031078 ............................................................................. 1* 2 X 1 (0.454)
Endothall .................................................................................................... 145733 7-Oxabicyclo[2.2.1]heptane-2,3-dicarboxylic



acid.
1* 4 P088 C 1000 (454)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



Endrin ......................................................................................................... 72208 Endrin, & metabolites
2,7:3,6-Dimethanonaphth[2,3-b]oxirene,
3,4,5,6,9,9 -hexachloro-1a,2,2a,3,
6,6a,7,7a-octa-hydro-, (1aalpha,
2beta,2abeta,3alpha,6alpha,
6abeta,7beta, 7aalpha)-



1 1,2,4 P051 X 1 (0.454)



Endrin aldehyde ......................................................................................... 7421934 ............................................................................. 1* 2 X 1 (0.454)
ENDRIN AND METABOLITES .................................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
Endrin, & metabolites ................................................................................. 72208 Endrin



2,7:3,6-Dimethanonaphth[2,3-b]oxirene,
3,4,5,6,9,9-hexachloro-1a,2,2a,3,
6,6a,7,7a-octa-hydro-, (1aalpha,
2beta,2abeta,3alpha,6alpha,
6abeta,7beta, 7aalpha)-



1 1,2,4 P051 X 1 (0.454)



Epichlorohydrin .......................................................................................... 106898 1-Chloro-2,3-epoxypropane ...............................
Oxirane, (chloromethyl)-



1000 1,3,4 U041 B 100(45.4)



Epinephrine ................................................................................................ 51434 1,2-Benzenediol,4-[1-hydroxy-2-
(methylamino)ethyl]-.



1* 4 P042 C 1000 (454)



1,2-Epoxybutane ........................................................................................ 106887 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
Ethanal ....................................................................................................... 75070 Acetaldehyde ...................................................... 1000 1,3,4 U001 C 1000(454)
Ethanamine, N-ethyl-N-nitroso- ................................................................. 55185 N-Nitrosodiethylamine ........................................ 1* 4 U174 X 1 (0.454)
1,2-Ethanediamine, N,N-dimethyl-N′-2-pyridinyl-N′-(2-thienylmethyl)- 91805 Methapyrilene ..................................................... 1* 4 U155 D 5000 (2270)
Ethane, 1,2-dibromo .................................................................................. 106934 Dibromoethane ...................................................



Ethylene dibromide
1000 1,3,4 U067 X 1(0.454)



Ethane, 1,1-dichloro ................................................................................... 75343 1,1-Dichloroethane .............................................
Ethylidene dichloride



1* 2,3,4 U076 C 1000(454)



Ethane, 1,2-dichloro ................................................................................... 107062 1,2-Dichloroethane .............................................
Ethylene dichloride



5000 1,2,3,4 U077 B 100(45.4)



Ethanedinitrile ............................................................................................ 460195 Cyanogen ........................................................... 1* 4 P031 B 100 (45.4)
Ethane, hexachloro- ................................................................................... 67721 Hexachloroethane .............................................. 1* 2,3,4 U131 B 100(45.4)
Ethane, 1,1′-[methylenebis(oxy)]bis(2-



chloro-
111911 Bis(2-chloroethoxy) methane .............................



Dichloromethoxy ethane
1* 2,4 U024 C 1000 (454)



Ethane, 1,1′-oxybis- ................................................................................... 60297 Ethyl ether .......................................................... 1* 4 U117 B 100 (45.4)
Ethane, 1,1′-oxybis[2-chloro- ..................................................................... 111444 Bis(2-chloroethyl) ether ......................................



Dichloroethyl ether
1* 2,3,4 U025 A 10(4.54)



Ethane, pentachloro- .................................................................................. 76017 Pentachloroethane ............................................. 1* 4 U184 A 10 (4.54)
Ethane, 1,1,1,2-tetrachloro- ....................................................................... 630206 1,1,1,2-Tetrachloroethane .................................. 1* 4 U208 B 100 (45.4)
Ethane, 1,1,2,2-tetrachloro- ....................................................................... 79345 1,1,2,2-Tetra- ......................................................



chloroethane
1* 2,3,4 U209 B 100(45.4)



Ethanethioamide ........................................................................................ 62555 Thioacetamide .................................................... 1* 4 U218 A 10 (4.54)
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Ethane, 1,1,1-trichloro- .............................................................................. 71556 Methyl chloroform ...............................................
1,1,1-Trichloroethane



1* 2,3,4 U226 C 1000(454)



Ehane, 1,1,2-trichloro- ............................................................................... 79005 1,1,2-Trichloroethane ......................................... 1* 2,3,4 U227 B 100(45.4)
Ethanimidothioci acid, 2-(dimethylamino-N-hydroxy-2-oxo-, methyl ester



(A2213).
30558431 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U394 ##



Ethanimidothoic acid, 2-(dimethylamino)-N-[[(methylamino)carbonyl]oxy]-
2-oxo-, methyl ester (Oxamyl).



23135220 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P194 ##



Ethanimidothioic acid, N-[[(methyl- amino)carbonyl]oxy]-, methyl ester 16752775 Methomyl ............................................................ 1* 4 P066 B 100 (45.4)
Ethanimidothioic acid, N,N′- [thiobis[(methylimino)carbonyloxy]]bis-



,dimethyl ester (Thiodicarb).
59669260 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U410 ##



Ethanol, 2-ethoxy- ...................................................................................... 110805 Ethylene glycol monoethyl ether ........................ 1* 4 U359 C 1000 (454)
Ethanol, 2,2′-(nitrosoimino)bis- .................................................................. 1116547 N-Nitrosodiethanolamine .................................... 1* 4 U173 X 1 (0.454)
Ethanol, 2,2′-oxybis-, dicarbamate (Diethylene glycol, dicarbamate) ....... 5952261 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U395 ##
Ethanone, 1-phenyl- ................................................................................... 98862 Acetophenone .................................................... 1* 3,4 U004 D 5000(2270)
Ethene, chloro- ........................................................................................... 75014 Vinyl chloride ...................................................... 1* 2,3,4 U043 X 1 (0.454)
Ethene, 2-chloroethoxy- ............................................................................. 110758 2-Chloroethyl vinyl ether .................................... 1* 2,4 U042 C 1000 (454)
Ethene, 1,1-dichloro- .................................................................................. 75354 1,1-Dichloroethylene ..........................................



Vinylidene chloride
5000 1,2,3,4 U078 B 100(45.4)



Ethene, 1,2-dichloro- (E) ............................................................................ 156605 1,2-Dichloroethylene .......................................... 1* 2,4 U079 C 1000 (454)
Ethene, tetrachloro- ................................................................................... 127184 Perchloroethylene ..............................................



Tetrachloroethene
Tetrachloroethylene



1* 2,3,4 U210 B 100(45.4)



Ethene, trichloro- ........................................................................................ 79016 Trichloroethene ..................................................
Trichloroethylene



1000 1,2,3,4 U228 B 100(45.4)



Ethion ......................................................................................................... 563122 ............................................................................. 10 1 A 10 (4.54)
Ethyl acetate .............................................................................................. 141786 Acetic acid, ethyl ester ....................................... 1* 4 U112 D 5000 (2270)
Ethyl acrylate ............................................................................................. 140885 2-Propenoic acid, ethyl ester ............................. 1* 3,4 U113 C 1000(454)
Ethylbenzene ............................................................................................. 100414 ............................................................................. 1000 1,2,3 C 1000(454)
Ethyl carbamate ......................................................................................... 51796 Carbamic acid, ethyl ester .................................



Urethane
1* 3,4 U238 B 100(45.4)



Ethyl chloride ............................................................................................. 75003 Chloroethane ...................................................... 1* 2,3 B 100(45.4)
Ethyl cyanide .............................................................................................. 107120 Propanenitrile ..................................................... 1* 4 P101 A 10 (4.54)
Ethylenebisdithiocarbamic acid, salts & esters 111546 Carbamodithioic acid, 1,2-ethanediylbis, salts &



esters.
1* 4 U114 D 5000 (2270)



Ethylenediamine ......................................................................................... 107153 ............................................................................. 1000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Ethylenediamine-tetraacetic acid (EDTA) .................................................. 60004 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Ethylene dibromide .................................................................................... 106934 Dibromoethane ...................................................



Ethane, 1,2-dibromo-
1000 1,3,4 U067 X 1(0.454)



Ethylene dichloride ..................................................................................... 107062 1,2-Dichloroethane .............................................
Ethane, 1,2-dichloro-



5000 1,2,3,4 U077 B 100(45.4)



Ethylene glycol ........................................................................................... 107211 ............................................................................. 1* 3 D 5000 (2270)
Ethylene glycol monoethyl ether ................................................................ 110805 Ethanol, 2-ethoxy- .............................................. 1* 4 U359 C 1000 (454)
Ethyleneimine ............................................................................................. 151564 Aziridine .............................................................. 1* 3,4 P054 X 1(0.454)
Ethylene oxide ........................................................................................... 75218 Oxirane ............................................................... 1* 3,4 U115 A 10(4.54)
Ethylenethiourea ........................................................................................ 96457 2-Imidazolidinethione ......................................... 1* 3,4 U116 A 10(4.54)
Ethyl ether .................................................................................................. 60297 Ethane, 1,1′-oxybis- ........................................... 1* 4 U117 B 100 (45.4)
Ethylidene dichloride .................................................................................. 75343 1,1-Dichloroethane .............................................



Ethane, 1,1-dichloro-
* 2,3,4 U076 C 1000 (454)



Ethyl methacrylate ..................................................................................... 97632 2-Propenoic acid, 2-methyl-, ethyl ester ............ 1* 4 U118 C 1000 (454)
Ethyl methanesulfonate ............................................................................. 62500 Methanesulfonic acid, ethyl ester ...................... 1* 4 U119 X 1 (0.454)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



Famphur ..................................................................................................... 52857 Phosphorothioic acid, O,[4-[(di- methylamino)
sulfonyl] phenyl] O,O-dimethyl ester.



1* 4 P097 C 1000 (454)



Ferric ammonium citrate ............................................................................ 1185575 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Ferric ammonium oxalate .......................................................................... 2944674



55488874
............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)



Ferric chloride ............................................................................................ 7705080 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Ferric fluoride ............................................................................................. 7783508 ............................................................................. 100 1 B 100 (45.4)
Ferric nitrate ............................................................................................... 10421484 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Ferric sulfate .............................................................................................. 10028225 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Ferrous ammonium sulfate ........................................................................ 10045893 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Ferrous chloride ......................................................................................... 7758943 ............................................................................. 100 1 B 100 (45.4)
Ferrous sulfate ........................................................................................... 7720787



7782630
............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)



Fine mineral fibers ,c ............................................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 3 **
Fluoranthene .............................................................................................. 206440 Benzo[j,k]fluorene ............................................... 1* 2,4 U120 B 100 (45.4)
Fluorene ..................................................................................................... 86737 ............................................................................. 1* 2 D 5000 (2270)
Fluorine ...................................................................................................... 7782414 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P056 A 10 (4.54)
Fluoroacetamide ........................................................................................ 640197 Acetamide, 2-fluoro- ........................................... 1* 4 P057 B 100 (45.4)
Fluoroacetic acid, sodium salt ................................................................... 62748 Acetic acid, fluoro-, sodium salt ......................... 1* 4 P058 A 10 (4.54)
Formaldehyde ............................................................................................ 50000 ............................................................................. 1000 1,3,4 U122 B 100 (45.4)
Formic acid ................................................................................................ 64186 ............................................................................. 5000 1,4 U123 D 5000 (2270)
Fulminic acid, mercury(2+)salt ................................................................... 628864 Mercury fulminate ............................................... 1* 4 P065 A 10 (4.54)
Fumaric acid .............................................................................................. 110178 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Furan .......................................................................................................... 110009 Furfuran .............................................................. 1* 4 U124 B 100 (45.4)
Furan, tetrahydro- ...................................................................................... 109999 Tetrahydrofuran .................................................. 1* 4 U213 C 1000 (454)
2-Furancarboxaldehyde ............................................................................. 98011 Furfural ............................................................... 1000 1,4 U125 D 5000 (2270)
2,5-Furandione ........................................................................................... 108316 Maleic anhydride ................................................ 5000 1,3,4 U147 D 5000 (2270)
Furfural ....................................................................................................... 98011 2-Furancarboxaldehyde ..................................... 1000 1,4 U125 D 5000 (2270)
Furfuran ...................................................................................................... 110009 Furan .................................................................. 1* 4 U124 B 100 (45.4)
Glucopyranose, 2-deoxy-2-(3-methyl-3-nitrosoureido)- 18883664 D-Glucose, 2-deoxy-2-[[(methylnitrosoamino)-



carbonyl]amino] Streptozotocin.
1* 4 U206 X 1 (0.454)



D-Glucose, 2-deoxy-2-[[(methylnitrosoamino)-carbonyl]amino]- ............... 18883664 Glucopyranose, 2-deoxy-2-(3-methyl-3-
nitrosoureido)-.



Streptozotocin



1* 4 U206 X 1 (0.454)



Glycidylaldehyde ........................................................................................ 765344 Oxiranecarboxyaldehyde .................................... 1* 4 U126 A 10 (4.54)
Glycol ethers ,d ...................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 3 **
Guanidine, N-methyl-N′-nitro-N-nitroso- .................................................... 70257 MNNG ................................................................ 1* 4 U163 A 10 (4.54)
Guthion ....................................................................................................... 86500 ............................................................................. 1 1 X 1 (0.454)
HALOETHERS ........................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
HALOMETHANES ..................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
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Heptachlor .................................................................................................. 76448 4,7-Methano-1H-indene, 1,4,5,6,7,8,8- ..............
heptachloro-3a,4,7,7a-tetrahydro-



1 1,2,3,4 P059 X 1, (0.454)



HEPTACHLOR AND METABOLITES ....................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
Heptachlor epoxide .................................................................................... 1024573 ............................................................................. 1* 2 X 1 (0.454)
Hexachlorobenzene ................................................................................... 118741 Benzene, hexachloro- ........................................ 1* 2,3,4 U127 A 10 (4.54)
Hexachlorobutadiene ................................................................................. 87683 1,3-Butadiene 1,1,2,3,4,4-hexachloro- ............... 1* 2,3,4 U128 X 1 (0.454)
HEXACHLOROCYCLOHEXANE (all isomers) .......................................... 608731 ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
Hexachlorocyclohexane (gamma isomer) ................................................. 58899 γ-BHC .................................................................



Cyclohexane, 1,2,3,4,5,6- hexachloro-
(1α,2α,3β,4α, 5α,6β)-
Lindane
Lindane (all isomers)



1 1,2,3,4 U129 X 1 (0.454)



Hexachlorocyclopentadiene ....................................................................... 77474 1,3-Cyclopentadiene, 1,2,3,4,5,5-hexachloro- ... 1 1,2,3,4 U130 A 10 (4.54)
Hexachloroethane ...................................................................................... 67721 Ethane, hexachloro- ........................................... 1* 2,3,4 U131 B 100 (45.4)
Hexachlorophene ....................................................................................... 70304 Phenol, 2,2′-methylenebis[3,4,6-trichloro- ......... 1* 4 U132 B 100 (45.4)
Hexachloropropene .................................................................................... 1888717 1-Propene, 1,1,2,3,3,3-hexachloro- ................... 1* 4 U243 C 1000 (454)
Hexaethyl tetraphosphate .......................................................................... 757584 Tetraphosphoric acid, hexaethyl ester ............... 1* 4 P062 B 100 (45.4)
Hexamethylene-1,6-diisocyanate ............................................................... 822060 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
Hexamethylphosphoramide ....................................................................... 680319 ............................................................................. 1* 3 X 1 (0.454)
Hexane ....................................................................................................... 110543 ............................................................................. 1* 3 D 5000 (2270)
Hexone ....................................................................................................... 108101 Methyl isobutyl ketone .......................................



4-Methyl-2-pentanone
1* 3,4 U161 D 5000 (2270)



Hydrazine ................................................................................................... 302012 ............................................................................. 1* 3,4 U133 X 1 (0.454)
Hydrazine, 1,2-diethyl- ............................................................................... 1615801 N,N′-Diethylhydrazine ........................................ 1* 4 U086 A 10 (4.54)
Hydrazine, 1,1-dimethyl- ............................................................................ 57147 1,1-Dimethylhydrazine ........................................ 1* 3,4 U098 A 10 (4.54)
Hydrazine, 1,2-dimethyl- ............................................................................ 540738 1,2-Dimethylhydrazine ........................................ 1* 4 U099 X 1 (0.454)
Hydrazine, 1,2-diphenyl- ............................................................................ 122667 1,2-Diphenylhydrazine ........................................ 1* 2,3,4 U109 A 10 (4.54)
Hydrazine, methyl- ..................................................................................... 60344 Methyl hydrazine ................................................ 1* 3,4 P068 A 10 (4.54)
Hydrazinecarbothioamide .......................................................................... 79196 Thiosemicarbazide ............................................. 1* 4 P116 B 100 (45.4)
Hydrochloric acid ....................................................................................... 7647010 Hydrogen chloride .............................................. 5000 1,3 D 5000 (2270)
Hydrocyanic acid ........................................................................................ 74908 Hydrogen cyanide .............................................. 10 1,4 P063 A 10 (4.54)
Hydrofluoric acid ........................................................................................ 7664393 Hydrogen fluoride ............................................... 5000 1,3,4 U134 B 100 (45.4)
Hydrogen chloride ...................................................................................... 7647010 Hydrochloric acid ................................................ 5000 1,3 D 5000 (2270)
Hydrogen cyanide ...................................................................................... 74908 Hydrocyanic acid ................................................ 10 1,4 P063 A 10 (4.54)
Hydrogen fluoride ....................................................................................... 7664393 Hydrofluoric acid ................................................ 5000 1,3,4 U134 B 100 (45.4)
Hydrogen phosphide .................................................................................. 7803512 Phosphine .......................................................... 1* 3,4 P096 B 100 (45.4)
Hydrogen sulfide ........................................................................................ 7783064 Hydrogen sulfide H2 S ....................................... 100 1,4 U135 B 100 (45.4)
Hydrogen sulfide H2 S ............................................................................... 7783064 Hydrogen sulfide ................................................ 100 1,4 U135 B 100 (45.4)
Hydroperoxide, 1-methyl-1-phenylethyl- .................................................... 80159 alpha,alpha-Dimethylbenzylhydroperoxide ........ 1* 4 U096 A 10 (4.54)
Hydroquinone ............................................................................................. 123319 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
2-Imidazolidinethione ................................................................................. 96457 Ethylenethiourea ................................................ 1* 3,4 U116 A 10 (4.54)
Indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene .............................................................................. 193395 1,10-(1,2-Phenylene)pyrene ............................... 1* 2,4 U137 B 100 (45.4)
Iodomethane .............................................................................................. 74884 Methane, iodo- ...................................................



Methyl iodide
1* 3,4 U138 B 100 (45.4)



1,3-Isobenzofurandione ............................................................................. 85449 Phthalic anhydride .............................................. 1* 3,4 U190 D 5000 (2270)
Isobutyl alcohol .......................................................................................... 78831 1-Propanol, 2-methyl- ......................................... 1* 4 U140 D 5000 (2270)
Isodrin ........................................................................................................ 465736 1,4,5,8-Dimethanonaphthalene, 1,2,3,4,10,10-



hexachloro-1,4,4a,5,8,8a-hexahydro,
(1alpha,4alpha,4abeta,5beta, 8beta,8abeta)-.



1* 4 P060 X 1 (0.454)



Isophorone ................................................................................................. 78591 ............................................................................. 1* 2,3 D 5000 (2270)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



Isoprene ..................................................................................................... 78795 ............................................................................. 1000 1 B 100 (45.4)
Isopropanolamine dodecylbenzenesulfonate 42504461 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Isosafrole .................................................................................................... 120581 1,3-Benzodioxole, 5-)1-propenyl)- ...................... 1* 4 U141 B 100 (45.4)
3(2H)-Isoxazolone, 5-(aminomethyl)- ........................................................ 2763964 Muscimol ............................................................



5-(Aminomethyl)-3-isoxazolol
1* 4 P007 C 1000 (454)



Kepone ....................................................................................................... 143500 1,3,4-Metheno-2H-cyclobutal[cd]pentalen-2-
one, 1,1a,3,3a,4,5,5,5a,5b,6-
decachloroctahydro-.



1 1,4 U142 X 1 (0.454)



Lasiocarpine ............................................................................................... 303344 2-Butenoic acid, 2-methyl-, 7[[2,3-dihydroxy-2-
(1-methoxyethyl)-3-methyl-1-
oxobutoxy]methyl]-2,3,5,7a-tetrahydro-1H-
pyrrolizin-1-yl ester, [1S-[1alpha(Z),
7(2S*,3R*),7aalpha]]-.



1* 4 U143 A 10 (4.54)



Lead‡ ......................................................................................................... 7439921 ............................................................................. 1* 2 A 10 (4.54)
Lead acetate .............................................................................................. 301042 Acetic acid, lead(2+) salt ................................... 5000 1,4 U144 A 10 (4.54)
LEAD AND COMPOUNDS ........................................................................ N.A. Lead Compounds ............................................... 1* 2,3 **
Lead Compounds ....................................................................................... N.A. LEAD AND COMPOUNDS ................................ 1* 2,3 **
Lead arsenate ............................................................................................ 7784409



7645252
10102484



............................................................................. 5000 1 X 1 (0.454)



Lead, bis(acetatato-O)tetrahydroxytri- ....................................................... 1335326 Lead subacetate ................................................. 1* 4 U146 A 10 (4.54)
Lead chloride ............................................................................................. 7758954 ............................................................................. 5000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Lead fluoborate .......................................................................................... 13814965 ............................................................................. 5000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Lead fluoride .............................................................................................. 7783462 ............................................................................. 1000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Leod iodide ................................................................................................ 10101630 ............................................................................. 5000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Lead nitrate ................................................................................................ 10099748 ............................................................................. 5000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Lead phosphate ......................................................................................... 7446277 Phosphoric acid, lead(2+) salt (2:3) ................... 1* 4 U145 A 10 (4.54)
Lead stearate ............................................................................................. 1072351



7428480
52652592
56189094



............................................................................. 5000 1 A 10 (4.54)



Lead subacetate ........................................................................................ 1335326 Lead, bis(acetato-O)tetrahydroxytri- .................. 1* 4 U146 A 10 (4.54)
Lead sulfate ............................................................................................... 7446142



15739807
............................................................................. 5000 1 A 10 (4.54)



Lead sulfide ................................................................................................ 1314870 ............................................................................. 5000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Lead thiocyanate ........................................................................................ 592870 ............................................................................. 5000 1 A 10 (4.54)
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Lindane ...................................................................................................... 58899 γ-BHC .................................................................
Cyclohexane, 1,2,3,4,5,6-hexachloro-,
(1α,2α, 3β,4α,5α,6β)-,
Hexachlorocyclo-



hexane (gamma isomer)
Lindane (all isomers)



1 1,2,3,4 U129 X 1 (0.454)



Lindane (all isomers) ................................................................................. 58899 γ-BHC .................................................................
Cyclohexane, 1,2,3,4,5,6-hexachloro-,
(1α,2α,3β,4α,5α,6β)-,
Hexachlorocyclo-



hexane (gamma isomer)
Lindane



1 1,2,3,4 U129 X 1 (0.454)



Lithium chromate ....................................................................................... 14307358 ............................................................................. 1000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Malathion .................................................................................................... 121755 ............................................................................. 10 1 B 100 (45.4)
Maleic acid ................................................................................................. 110167 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Maleic anhydride ........................................................................................ 108316 2,5-Furandione ................................................... 5000 1,3,4 U147 D 5000 (2270)
Maleic hydrazide ........................................................................................ 123331 3,6-Pyridazinedione, 1,2-dihydro- ...................... 1* 4 U148 D 5000 (2270)
Malononitrile ............................................................................................... 109773 Propanedinitrile .................................................. 1* 4 U149 C 1000 (454)
Manganese, bis(dimethylcarbamodithioato-S,S′)-(Manganese



dimethyldithiocarbamate).
15339363 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P196 ##



Manganese Compounds ............................................................................ N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 3 **
MDI ............................................................................................................. 101688 Methylene diphenyl diisocyanate ....................... 1* 3 D 5000 (2270)
Melphalan ................................................................................................... 148823 L-Phenylalanine, 4-[bis(2-chloroethyl) aminol] ... 1* 4 U150 X 1 (0.454)
MEK ........................................................................................................... 78933 2-Butanone .........................................................



Methyl ethyl ketone
1* 3,4 U159 D 5000 (2270)



Mercaptodimethur ...................................................................................... 2032657 ............................................................................. 100 1 A 10 (4.54)
Mercuric cyanide ........................................................................................ 592041 ............................................................................. 1 1 X 1 (0.454)
Mercuric nitrate .......................................................................................... 10045940 ............................................................................. 10 1 A 10 (4.54)
Mercuric sulfate .......................................................................................... 7783359 ............................................................................. 10 1 A 10 (4.54)
Mercuric thiocyanate .................................................................................. 592858 ............................................................................. 10 1 A 10 (4.54)
Mercurous nitrate ....................................................................................... 10415755



7782867
............................................................................. 10 1 A 10 (4.54)



Mercury ...................................................................................................... 7439976 ............................................................................. 1* 2,3,4 U151 X 1 (0.454)
MERCURY AND COMPOUNDS ............................................................... N.A. Mercury Compounds .......................................... 1* 2,3 **
Mercury Compounds .................................................................................. N.A. MERCURY AND COMPOUNDS ....................... 1* 2,3 **
Mercury, (acetate-O)phenyl- ...................................................................... 62384 Phenylmercury acetate ...................................... 1* 4 P092 B 100 (45.4)
Mercury fulminate ...................................................................................... 628864 Fulminic acid, mercury(2+)salt ........................... 1* 4 P065 A 10 (4.54)
Methacrylonitrile ......................................................................................... 126987 2-Propenenitrile, 2-methyl- ................................. 1* 4 U152 C 1000 (454)
Methanamine, N-methyl- ............................................................................ 124403 Dimethylamine .................................................... 1000 1,4 U092 C 1000 (454)
Methanamine, N-methyl-N-nitroso- ............................................................ 62759 N-Nitrosodimethylamine ..................................... 1* 2,3,4 P082 A 10 (4.54)
Methane, bromo- ........................................................................................ 74839 Bromomethane ...................................................



Methyl bromide
1* 2,3,4 U029 C 1000 (454)



Methane, chloro- ........................................................................................ 74873 Chloromethane ...................................................
Methyl chloride



1* 2,3,4 U045 B 100 (45.4)



Methane, chloromethoxy- .......................................................................... 107302 Chloromethyl methyl ether ................................. 1* 3,4 U046 A 10 (4.54)
Methane, dibromo- ..................................................................................... 74953 Methylene bromide ............................................. 1* 4 U068 C 1000 (454)
Methane, dichloro- ..................................................................................... 75092 Methylene chloride .............................................



Dichloromethane
1* 2,3,4 U080 C 1000 (454)



Methane, dichlorodifluoro- ......................................................................... 75718 Dichlorodifluoromethane .................................... 1* 4 U075 D 5000 (2270)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



Methane, iodo- ........................................................................................... 74884 Iodomethane ......................................................
Methyl iodide



1* 3,4 U138 B 100 (45.4)



Methane, isocyanato- ................................................................................. 624839 Methyl isocyanate .............................................. 1* 3,4 P064 A 10 (4.54)
Methane, oxybis(chloro- ............................................................................. 542881 Bis(chloromethyl)ether .......................................



Dichloromethyl ether
1* 3,4 P016 A 10 (4.54)



Methanesulfenyl chloride, trichloro- ........................................................... 594423 Trichloromethanesulfenyl chloride ..................... 1* 4 P118 B 100 (45.4)
Methanesulfonic acid, ethyl ester .............................................................. 62500 Ethyl methanesulfonate ...................................... 1* 4 U119 X 1 (0.454)
Methane, tetrachloro- ................................................................................. 56235 Carbon tetrachloride ........................................... 5000 1,2,3,4 U211 A 10 (4.54)
Methane, tetranitro- .................................................................................... 509148 Tetranitromethane .............................................. 1* 4 P112 A 10 (4.54)
Methane, tribromo- ..................................................................................... 75252 Bromoform .......................................................... 1* 2,3,4 U225 B 100 (45.4)
Methane, trichloro- ..................................................................................... 67663 Chloroform .......................................................... 5000 1,2,3,4 U044 A 10 (4.54)
Methane, trichlorofluoro- ............................................................................ 75694 Trichloromonofluoromethane ............................. 1* 4 U121 D 5000 (2270)
Methanethiol ............................................................................................... 74931 Methylmercaptan ................................................



Thiomethanol
100 1,4 U153 B 100 (45.4)



Methanimidamide, N,N-dimethyl-N′-[3-
[[(methylamino)carbonyl]oxylphenyl]-, monohydrochioride
(Formetanate hydrochloride).



23422539 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P198 ##



Methanimidamide, N,N-dimethyl-N′-[2-methyl-4-
[[(methylamino)carbonyl]oxy]phenyl]-(Formparanate).



17702577 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P197 ##



6,9-Methano-2,4,3-benzodioxathiepin, 6,7,8,9,10,10-hexachloro-
1,5,5a,6,9,9a- hexahydro-, 3-oxide



115297 Endosulfan ......................................................... 1 1,2,4 P050 X 1 (0.454)



1,3,4-Metheno-2H-cyclobutal[cd]pentalen-2-one, 1,1a,3,3a,4,5,5,5a,5b,6-
decachloroctahydro-



143500 Kepone ............................................................... 1 1,4 U142 X 1 (0.454)



4,7-Methano-1H-indene, 1,4,5,6,7,8,8-heptachloro-3a,4,7,7a-tetrahydro- 76448 Heptachlor .......................................................... 1* 1,2,3,4 P059 X 1 (0.454)
4,7-Methano-1H-indene, 1,2,4,5,6,7,8,8-octachloro-2,3,3a,4,7,7a-



hexahydro-.
57749 Chlordane ...........................................................



Chlordane, alpha & gamma isomers
CHLORDANE (TECHNICAL MIXTURE AND



METABOLITES)



1 1,2,3,4 U036 X 1 (0.454)



Methanol .................................................................................................... 67561 Methyl alcohol .................................................... 1* 3,4 U154 D 5000 (2270)
Methapyrilene ............................................................................................. 91805 1,2-Ethanediamine, N,N-dimethyl-N′-2-pyridinyl-



N′-(2-thienylmethyl)-.
1* 4 U155 D 5000 (2270)



Methomyl .................................................................................................... 16752775 Ethanimidothioic acid, N-[[(methyl-
amino)carbonyl]oxy]-, methyl ester.



1* 4 P066 B 100 (45.4)



Methoxychlor .............................................................................................. 72435 Benzene, 1,1′-(2,2,2-trichloroethyl- ....................
idene)bis[4-



methoxy-



1 1,3,4 U247 X 1 (0.454)



Methyl alcohol ............................................................................................ 67561 Methanol ............................................................. 1* 3,4 U154 D 5000 (2270)
2-Methyl aziridine ....................................................................................... 75558 Aziridine, 2-methyl- ............................................



1,2-Propylenimine
1* 3,4 P067 X 1 (0.454)



Methyl bromide .......................................................................................... 74839 Bromomethane ...................................................
Methane, bromo-



1* 2,3,4 U029 C 1000 (454)
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1-Methylbutadiene ...................................................................................... 504609 1,3-Pentadiene ................................................... 1* 4 U186 B 100 (45.4)
Methyl chloride ........................................................................................... 74873 Chloromethane ...................................................



Methane, chloro-
1* 2,3,4 U045 B 100 (45.4)



Methyl chlorocarbonate .............................................................................. 79221 Carbonochloridic acid, methyl ester ...................
Methyl chloroformate



1* 4 U156 C 1000 (454)



Methyl chloroform ...................................................................................... 71556 Ethane, 1,1,1,-trichloro- ......................................
1,1,1-Trichloroethane



1* 2,3,4 U226 C 1000 (454)



Methyl chloroformate ................................................................................. 79221 Carbonochloridic acid, methyl ester ...................
Methyl chlorocarbonate



1* 4 U156 C 1000 (454)



3-Methylcholanthrene ................................................................................. 56495 Benz[j]aceanthrylene, 1,2-dihydro-3-methyl- ...... 1* 4 U157 A 10 (4.54)
4,4′-Methylenebis(2-chloroaniline) ............................................................. 101144 Benzenamine, 4,4′-methylene-bis(2-chloro- ...... 1* 3,4 U158 A 10 (4.54)
Methylene bromide .................................................................................... 74953 Methane, dibromo- ............................................. 1* 4 U068 C 1000 (454)
Methylene chloride ..................................................................................... 75092 Dichloromethane ................................................



Methane, dichloro-
1* 2,3,4 U080 C 1000 (454)



4,4′-Methylenedianiline .............................................................................. 101779 ............................................................................. 1* 3 A 10 (4.54)
Methylene diphenyl diisocyanate ............................................................... 101688 MDI ..................................................................... 1* 3 D 5000 (2270)
Methyl ethyl ketone .................................................................................... 78933 2-Butanone .........................................................



MEK
1* 3,4 U159 D 5000 (2270)



Methyl ethyl ketone peroxide ..................................................................... 1338234 2-Butanone peroxide .......................................... 1* 4 U160 A 10 (4.54)
Methyl hydrazine ........................................................................................ 60344 Hydrazine, methyl- ............................................. 1* 3,4 P068 A 10 (4.54)
Methyl iodide .............................................................................................. 74884 Iodomethane ......................................................



Methane, iodo-
1* 3,4 U138 B 100 (45.4)



Methyl isobutyl ketone ............................................................................... 108101 Hexone ...............................................................
4-Methyl-2-pentanone



1* 3,4 U161 D 5000 (2270)



Methyl isocyanate ...................................................................................... 624839 Methane, isocyanato- ......................................... 1* 3,4 P064 A 10 (4.54)
2-Methyllactonitrile ..................................................................................... 75865 Acetone cyanohydrin ..........................................



Propanenitrile, 2-hydroxy-2-methyl-
10 1,4 P069 A 10 (4.54)



Methylmercaptan ........................................................................................ 74931 Methanethiol .......................................................
Thiomethanol



100 1,4 U153 B 100 (45.4)



Methyl methacrylate ................................................................................... 80626 2-Propenoic acid, 2-methyl-, methyl ester ......... 5000 1,3,4 U162 C 1000 (454)
Methyl parathion ........................................................................................ 298000 Phosphorothioic acid, O,O-dimethyl O-(4-



nitrophenyl) ester.
100 1,4 P071 B 100 (45.4)



4-Methyl-2-pentanone ................................................................................ 108101 Hexone ...............................................................
Methyl isobutyl ketone



1* 3,4 U161 D 5000 (2270)



Methyl tert-butyl ether ................................................................................ 1634044 ............................................................................. 1* 3 C 1000 (454)
Methylthiouracil .......................................................................................... 56042 4(1H)-Pyrimidinone, 2,3-dihydro-6-methyl-2-



thioxo-.
1* 4 U164 A 10 (4.54)



Mevinphos .................................................................................................. 7786347 ............................................................................. 1 1 A 10 (4.54)
Mexacarbate .............................................................................................. 315184 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Mitomycin C ............................................................................................... 50077 Azirino[2′,3′:3,4]pyrrolo[1,2-a]indole-4,7-dione,6-



amino-8-[[(aminocarbonyl)oxy] methyl]-
1,1a,2,8,8a,8b-hexahydro-8a-methoxy-5-
methyl-, [1aS-(1aalpha, 8beta, 8aalpha,
8balpha)]-.



1* 4 U010 A 10 (4.54)



MNNG ........................................................................................................ 70257 Guanidine, N-methyl-N′-nitro-N-nitroso- ............ 1* 4 U163 A 10 (4.54)
Monoethylamine ......................................................................................... 75047 ............................................................................. 1000 1 B 100 (45.4)
Monomethylamine ...................................................................................... 74895 ............................................................................. 1000 1 B 100 (45.4)
Multi Source Leachate ............................................................................... ............................................................................. 1* 4 F039 X 1 (0.454)
Muscimol .................................................................................................... 2763964 3(2H)-Isoxazolone, 5-(aminomethyl)- 5-



(Aminomethyl)-3-isoxazolol.
1* 4 P007 C 1000 (454)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



Naled .......................................................................................................... 300765 ............................................................................. 10 1 A 10 (4.54)
5,12-Naphthacenedione, 8-acetyl-10-[3-amino-2,3,6-trideoxy-alpha-L-



lyxo-hexopyranosyl)oxy]-7,8,9,10-tetrahydro-6,8,11-trihydroxy-1-
methoxy-, (8S-cis)-



20830813 Daunomycin ....................................................... 1* 4 U059 A 10 (4.54)



1-Naphthalenamine .................................................................................... 134327 alpha-Naphthylamine ......................................... 1* 4 U167 B 100 (45.4)
2-Naphthalenamine .................................................................................... 91598 beta-Naphthylamine ........................................... 1* 4 U168 A 10 (4.54)
Naphthalenamine, N,N′-bis(2-chloroethyl)- ................................................ 494031 Chlornaphazine .................................................. 1* 4 U026 B 100 (45.4)
Naphthalene ............................................................................................... 91203 ............................................................................. 5000 1,2,3,4 U165 B 100 (45.4)
Naphthalene, 2-chloro- .............................................................................. 91587 beta-Chloronaphthalene 2-Chloronaphthalene .. 1* 2,4 U047 D 5000 (2270)
1,4-Naphthalenedione ................................................................................ 130154 1,4-Naphthoquinone ........................................... 1* 4 U166 D 5000 (2270)
2,7-Naphthalenedisulfonic acid, 3,3′-[(3,3′-dimethyl-(1,1′-biphenyl)-4,4′-



diyl)-bis(azo)]bis(5-amino-4-hydroxy)-tetrasodium salt.
72571 Trypan blue ........................................................ 1* 4 U236 A 10 (4.54)



Naphthenic acid ......................................................................................... 1338245 ............................................................................. 100 1 B 100 (45.4)
1,4-Naphthoquinone ................................................................................... 130154 1,4-Naphthalenedione ........................................ 1* 4 U166 D 5000 (2270)
alpha-Naphthylamine ................................................................................. 134327 1-Naphthalenamine ............................................ 1* 4 U167 B 100 (45.4)
beta-Naphthylamine ................................................................................... 91598 2-Naphthalenamine ............................................ 1* 4 U168 A 10 (4.54)
alpha-Naphthylthiourea .............................................................................. 86884 Thiourea, 1-naphthalenyl- .................................. 1* 4 P072 B 100 (45.4)
Nickel ‡ ....................................................................................................... 7440020 ............................................................................. 1* 2 B 100 (45.4)
Nickel ammonium sulfate ........................................................................... 15699180 ............................................................................. 5000 1 B 100 (45.4)
NICKEL AND COMPOUNDS .................................................................... N.A. Nickel Compounds ............................................. 1* 2,3 **
Nickel Compounds ..................................................................................... N.A. NICKEL AND COMPOUNDS ............................. 1* 2,3 **
Nickel carbonyl ........................................................................................... 13463393 Nickel carbonyl Ni(CO)4, (T-4)- ......................... 1* 4 P073 A 10 (4.54)
Nickel carbonyl Ni(CO)4, (T-4)- ................................................................. 13463393 Nickel carbonyl ................................................... 1* 4 P073 A 10 (4.54)
Nickel chloride ............................................................................................ 7718549



37211055
............................................................................. 5000 1 B 100 (45.4)



Nickel cyanide ............................................................................................ 557197 Nickel cyanide Ni(CN)2 ...................................... 1* 4 P074 A 10 (4.54)
Nickel cyanide Ni(CN)2 .............................................................................. 557197 Nickel cyanide .................................................... 1* 4 P074 A 10 (4.54)
Nickel hydroxide ......................................................................................... 12054487 ............................................................................. 1000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Nickel nitrate .............................................................................................. 14216752 ............................................................................. 5000 1 B 100 (45.4)
Nickel sulfate .............................................................................................. 7786814 ............................................................................. 5000 1 B 100 (45.4)
Nicotine, & salts ......................................................................................... 54115 Pyridine, 3-(1-methyl-2-pyrrolidinyl)-, (S)- .......... 1* 4 P075 B 100 (45.4)
Nitric acid ................................................................................................... 7697372 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Nitric acid, thallium (1+) salt ...................................................................... 10102451 Thallium (I) nitrate .............................................. 1* 4 U217 B 100 (45.4)
Nitric oxide ................................................................................................. 10102439 Nitrogen oxide NO ............................................. 1* 4 P076 A 10 (4.54)
p-Nitroaniline .............................................................................................. 100016 Benzenamine, 4-nitro- ........................................ 1* 4 P077 D 5000 (2270)
Nitrobenzene .............................................................................................. 98953 Benzene, nitro- ................................................... 1000 1,2,3,4 U169 C 1000 (454)
4-Nitrobiphenyl ........................................................................................... 92933 ............................................................................. 1* 3 A 10 (4.54)
Nitrogen dioxide ......................................................................................... 10102440



10544726
Nitrogen oxide NO2 ............................................ 1000 1,4 P078 A 10 (4.54)



Nitrogen oxide NO ..................................................................................... 10102439 Nitric oxide ......................................................... 1* 4 P076 A 10 (4.54)
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Nitrogen oxide NO2 .................................................................................... 10102440
10544726



Nitrogen dioxide ................................................. 1000 1,4 P078 A 10 (4.54)



Nitroglycerine ............................................................................................. 55630 1,2,3-Propanetriol, trinitrate- .............................. 1* 4 P081 A 10 (4.54)
Nitrophenol (mixed) .................................................................................... 25154556 ............................................................................. 1000 1 B 100 (45.4)



m-Nitrophenol ......................................................................................... 554847 ............................................................................. .......... ............ B 100 (45.4)
o-Nitrophenol .......................................................................................... 88755 2-Nitrophenol ...................................................... .......... ............ ......................
p-Nitrophenol .......................................................................................... 100027 4-Nitrophenol ......................................................



Phenol, 4-nitro-
1000 1,2,3,4 U170 B 100 (45.4)



o-Nitrophenol .............................................................................................. 88755 2-Nitrophenol ...................................................... 1000 1,2 B 100 (45.4)
p-Nitrophenol .............................................................................................. 100027 Phenol, 4-nitro- ...................................................



4-Nitrophenol
1000 1,2,4 U170 B 100 (45.4)



2-Nitrophenol .............................................................................................. 88755 o-Nitrophenol ...................................................... 1000 1,2 B 100 (45.4)
4-Nitrophenol .............................................................................................. 100027 p-Nitrophenol ......................................................



Phenol, 4-nitro-
1000 1,2,3,4 U170 B 100 (45.4)



NITROPHENOLS ....................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
2-Nitropropane ........................................................................................... 79469 Propane, 2-nitro ................................................. 1* 3.4 U171 A 10 (4.54)
NITROSAMINES ........................................................................................ N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
N-Nitrosodi-n-butylamine ........................................................................... 924163 1-Butanamine, N-butyl-N-nitroso- ...................... 1* 4 U172 A 10 (4.54)
N-Nitrosodiethanolamine ............................................................................ 1116547 Ethanol, 2,2′-(nitrosoimino)bis- .......................... 1* 4 U173 X 1 (0.454)
N-Nitrosodiethylamine ................................................................................ 55185 Ethanamine, N-ethyl-N-nitroso- .......................... 1* 4 U174 X 1 (0.454)
N-Nitrosodimethylamine ............................................................................. 62759 Methanamine, N-methyl-N-nitroso- .................... 1* 2,3,4 P082 A 10 (4.54)
N-Nitrosodiphenylamine ............................................................................. 86306 ............................................................................. 1* 2 B 100 (45.4)
N-Nitroso-N-ethylurea ................................................................................ 759739 Urea, N-ethyl-N-nitroso- ..................................... 1* 4 U176 X 1 (0.454)
N-Nitroso-N-methylurea ............................................................................. 684935 Urea, N-methyl-N-nitroso ................................... 1* 3,4 U177 X 1 (0.454)
N-Nitroso-N-methylurethane ...................................................................... 615532 Carbamic acid, methylnitroso-, ethyl ester ........ 1* 4 U178 X 1 (0.454)
N-Nitrosomethylvinylamine ........................................................................ 4549400 Vinylamine, N-methyl-N-nitroso- ........................ 1* 4 P084 A 10 (4.54)
N-Nitrosomorpholine .................................................................................. 59892 ............................................................................. 1* 3 X 1 (0.454)
N-Nitrosopiperidine .................................................................................... 100754 Piperidine, 1-nitroso- .......................................... 1* 4 U179 A 10 (4.54)
N-Nitrosopyrrolidine ................................................................................... 930552 Pyrrolidine, 1-nitroso- ......................................... 1* 4 U180 X 1 (0.454)
Nitrotoluene ................................................................................................ 1321126 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)



m-Nitrotoluene ........................................................................................ 99081
o-Nitrotoluene ......................................................................................... 88722
p-Nitrotoluene ......................................................................................... 99990



5-Nitro-o-toluidine ....................................................................................... 99558 Benzenamine, 2-methyl-5-nitro- ......................... 1* 4 U181 B 100 (45.4)
Octamethylpyrophosphoramide ................................................................. 152169 Diphosphoramide, octamethyl- .......................... 1* 4 P085 B 100 (45.4)
Osmium oxide OsO4 (T-4)- ........................................................................ 20816120 Osmium tetroxide ............................................... 1* 4 P087 C 1000 (454)
Osmium tetroxide ....................................................................................... 20816120 Osmium oxide OsO4 (T-4)- ................................ 1* 4 P087 C 1000 (454)
7-Oxabicyclo[2.2.1]heptane-2,3-dicarboxylic acid 145733 Endothall ............................................................ 1* 4 P088 C 1000 (454)
1.2-Oxathiolane, 2,2-dioxide ...................................................................... 1120714 1,3-Propane sultone ........................................... 1* 3,4 U193 A 10 (4.54)
2H-1,3,2-Oxazaphosphorin-2-amine, N,N-bis(2-chloroethyl)tetrahydro-,



2-oxide
50180 Cyclophosphamide ............................................. 1* 4 U058 A 10 (4.54)



Oxirane ....................................................................................................... 75218 Ethylene oxide .................................................... 1* 3,4 U115 A 10 (4.54)
Oxiranecarboxyaldehyde ........................................................................... 765344 Glycidylaldehyde ................................................ 1* 4 U126 A 10 (4.54)
Oxirane, (chloromethyl)- ............................................................................ 106898 1-Chloro-2,3-epoxypropane ...............................



Epichlorohydrin
1000 1,3,4 U041 B 100 (45.4)



Paraformaldehyde ...................................................................................... 30525894 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Paraldehyde ............................................................................................... 123637 1,3,5-Trioxane, 2,4,6-trimethyl- .......................... 1* 4 U182 C 1000 (454)
Parathion .................................................................................................... 56382 Phosphorothioic acid, O,O-diethyl O-(4-



nitrophenyl) ester.
1 1,3,4 P089 A 10 (4.54)



PCBs .......................................................................................................... 1336363 Aroclors ..............................................................
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS



10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



Aroclor 1016 ........................................................................................... 12674112 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1221 ........................................................................................... 11104282 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1232 ........................................................................................... 11141165 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1242 ........................................................................................... 53469219 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1248 ........................................................................................... 12672296 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1254 ........................................................................................... 11097691 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1260 ........................................................................................... 11096825 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)



PCNB ......................................................................................................... 82688 Benzene, pentachloronitro- ................................
Pentachloronitro-
benzene
Quintobenzene



1* 3,4 U185 B 100 (45.4)



Pentachlorobenzene .................................................................................. 608935 Benzene, pentachloro- ....................................... 1* 4 U183 A 10 (4.54)
Pentachloroethane ..................................................................................... 76017 Ethane, pentachloro- .......................................... 1* 4 U184 A 10 (4.54)
Pentachloronitrobenzene ........................................................................... 82688 Benzene, pentachloronitro- ................................



PCNB
Quintobenzene



1* 3,4 U185 B 100 (45.4)



Pentachlorophenol ..................................................................................... 87865 Phenol, pentachloro- .......................................... 10 1,2,3,4 U242 A 10 (4.54)
1,3-Pentadiene ........................................................................................... 504609 1-Methylbutadiene .............................................. 1* 4 U186 B 100 (45.4)
Perchloroethylene ...................................................................................... 127184 Ethene, tetrachloro- ............................................



Tetrachloroethene
Tetrachloroethylene



1* 2,3,4 U210 B 100 (45.4)



Phenacetin ................................................................................................. 62442 Acetamide, N-(4-ethoxyphenyl)- ........................ 1* 4 U187 B 100 (45.4)
Phenanthrene ............................................................................................. 85018 ............................................................................. 1* 2 D 5000 (2270)
Phenol ........................................................................................................ 108952 Benzene, hydroxy- ............................................. 1000 1,2,3,4 U188 C 1000 (454)
Phenol, 2-chloro- ........................................................................................ 95578 o-Chlorophenol 2-Chlorophenol ......................... 1* 2,4 U048 B 100 (45.4)
Phenol, 4-chloro-3-methyl-. ........................................................................ 59507 p-Chloro-m-cresol ...............................................



4-Chloro-m-cresol
1* 2,4 U039 D 5000 (2270)



Phenol, 2-cyclohexyl-4,6-dinitro- ................................................................ 131895 2-Cyclohexyl-4,6-dinitrophenol ........................... 1* 4 P034 B 100 (45.4)
Phenol, 2,4-dichloro- .................................................................................. 120832 2,4-Dichlorophenol ............................................. 1* 2,4 U081 B 100 (45.4)
Phenol, 2,6-dichloro- .................................................................................. 87650 2,6-Dichlorophenol ............................................. 1* 4 U082 B 100 (45.4)
Phenol, 4,4′-(1,2-diethyl-1,2-ethenediyl)bis-, (E) 56531 Diethylstilbestrol ................................................. 1* 4 U089 X 1 (0.454)
Phenol, 2,4-dimethyl- ................................................................................. 105679 2,4-Dimethylphenol ............................................ 1* 2,4 U101 B 100(45.4)
Phenol, 2,4-dinitro- ..................................................................................... 51285 2,4-Dinitrophenol ................................................ 1000 1,2,3,4 P048 A 10 (4.54)
Phenol, methyl- .......................................................................................... 1319773 Cresols (isomers and mixture) ...........................



Cresylic acid (isomers and mixture)
1000 1,3,4 U052 B 100 (45.4)



Phenol, 2-methyl-4,6-dinitro-, & salts ........................................................ 534521 4,6-Dinitro-o-cresol, and salts ............................ 1* 2,3,4 P047 A 10 (4.54)
Phenol, 2,2′-methylenebis[3,4,6-trichloro- ................................................. 70304 Hexachlorophene ............................................... 1* 4 U132 B 100 (45.4)
Phenol, 3-(1-methylethyl)-, methyl carbamate (m-Cumenyl



methylcarbamate).
64006 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P202 ##



Phenol, 2-(1-methylpropyl)-4,6-dinitro ....................................................... 88857 Dinoseb .............................................................. 1* 4 P020 C 1000 (454)
Phenol, 3-methyl-5-(1-methylethyl)-, methyl carbamate (Promecarb) ...... 2631370 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P201 ##
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Phenol, 4-nitro- .......................................................................................... 100027 p-Nitrophenol ......................................................
4-Nitrophenol



1000 1,2,3,4 U170 B 100 (45.4)



Phenol, pentachloro ................................................................................... 87865 Pentachlorophenol ............................................. 10 1,2,3,4 U242 A 10 (4.54)
Phenol, 2,3,4,6-tetrachloro- ....................................................................... 58902 2,3,4,6-Tetrachlorophenol .................................. 1* 4 U212 A 10 (4.54)
Phenol, 2,4,5-trichloro- ............................................................................... 95954 2-4,5-Trichlorophenol ......................................... 10 1,3,4 U230 A 10 (4.54)
Phenol, 2,4,6-trichloro- ............................................................................... 88062 2,4,6-Trichlorophenol ......................................... 10 1,2,3,4 U231 A 10 (4.54)
Phenol, 2,4,6-trinitro-, ammonium salt ....................................................... 131748 Ammonium picrate ............................................. 1* 4 P009 A 10 (4.54)
L-Phenylalanine, 4-[bis(2-chloroethyl) aminol] 148823 Melphalan ........................................................... 1* 4 U150 X 1 (0.454)
p-Phenylenediamine .................................................................................. 106503 ............................................................................. 1* 3 D 5000 (2270)
1,10-(1,2-Phenylene)pyrene ...................................................................... 193395 Indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene ...................................... 1* 2,4 U137 B 100 (45.4)
Phenylmercury acetate .............................................................................. 62384 Mercury, (acetato-O)phenyl- .............................. 1* 4 P092 B 100 (45.4)
Phenylthiourea ........................................................................................... 103855 Thiourea, phenyl- ............................................... 1* 4 P093 B 100 (45.4)
Phorate ....................................................................................................... 298022 Phosphorodithioic acid, O,O-diethyl S-



(ethylthio), methyl ester.
1* 4 P094 A 10 (4.54)



Phosgene ................................................................................................... 75445 Carbonic dichloride ............................................ 5000 1,3,4 P095 A 10 (4.54)
Phosphine .................................................................................................. 7803512 Hydrogen phosphide .......................................... 1* 3,4 P096 B 100 (45.4)
Phosphoric acid ......................................................................................... 7664382 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Phosphoric acid, diethyl 4-nitrophenyl ester .............................................. 311455 Diethyl-p-nitrophenyl phosphate ........................ 1* 4 P041 B 100 (45.4)
Phosphoric acid, lead(2+) salt (2:3) ........................................................... 7446277 Lead phosphate ................................................. 1* 4 U145 A 10 (4.54)
Phosphorodithioic acid, O,O-diethyl S-[2-(ethylthio)ethyl]ester 298044 Disulfoton ........................................................... 1 1,4 P039 X 1 (0.454)
Phosphorodithioic acid, O,O-diethyl S-(ethylthio), methyl ester 298022 Phorate ............................................................... 1* 4 P094 A 10 (4.54)
Phosphorodithioic acid, O,O-diethyl S-methyl ester 3288582 O,O-Diethyl S-methyl dithiophosphate ............... 1* 4 U087 D 5000 (2270)
Phosphorodithioic acid, O,O-dimethyl S-[2(methylamino)-2-oxoethyl]



ester
60515 Dimethoate ......................................................... 1* 4 P044 A 10 (4.54)



Phosphorofluoridic acid, bis(1-methylethyl) ester 55914 Diisopropylfluorophosphate ................................ 1* 4 P043 B 100 (45.4)
Phosphorothioic acid, O,O-diethyl O-(4-nitrophenyl) ester ........................ 56382 Parathion ............................................................ 1 1,3,4 P089 A 10 (4.54)
Phosphorothioic acid, O,[4-[(dimethylamino) sulfonyl]phenyl]O,O-di-



methyl ester
52857 Famphur ............................................................. 1* 4 P097 C 1000 (454)



Phosphorothioic acid, O,O-dimethyl O-(4- nitrophenyl) ester 298000 Methyl parathion ................................................. 100 1,4 P071 B 100 (45.4)
Phosphorothioic acid, O,O-diethyl O-pyrazinyl ester ................................. 297972 O,O-Diethyl O-pyrazinyl phosphorothioate ........ 1* 4 P040 B 100 (45.4)
Phosphorus ................................................................................................ 7723140 ............................................................................. 1 1,3 X 1 (0.454)
Phosphrous oxycloride ............................................................................... 10025873 ............................................................................. 5000 1 C 1000 (454)
Phosphorus pentasulfide ........................................................................... 1314803 Phosphorus sulfide Sulfur phosphide ................ 100 1,4 U189 B 100 (45.4)
Phosphorus sulfide .................................................................................... 1314803 Phosphorus pentasulfide Sulfur phosphide ....... 100 1,4 U189 B 100 (45.4)
Phosphorus trichloride ............................................................................... 7719122 ............................................................................. 5000 1 C 1000 (454)
PHTHALATE ESTERS .............................................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
Phthalic anhydride ..................................................................................... 85449 1,3-Isobenzofurandione ...................................... 1* 3,4 U190 D 5000 (2270)
2-Picoline ................................................................................................... 109068 Pyridine, 2-methyl- ............................................. 1* 4 U191 D 5000 (2270)
Piperidine, 1-nitroso- .................................................................................. 100754 N-Nitrosopiperidine ............................................. 1* 4 U179 A 10 (4.54)
Plumbane, tetraethyl- ................................................................................. 78002 Tetraethyl lead ................................................... 100 1,4 P110 A 10 (4.54)
POLYCHLOR INATED BIPHENYLS .......................................................... 1336363 Aroclors ..............................................................



PCBs
10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)



Aroclor 1016 ....................................................................................... 12674112 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1221 ....................................................................................... 11104282 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1232 ....................................................................................... 11141165 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1242 ....................................................................................... 53469219 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1248 ....................................................................................... 12672296 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1254 ....................................................................................... 11097691 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)
Aroclor 1260 ....................................................................................... 11096825 ............................................................................. 10 1,2,3 X 1 (0.454)



Polycyclic Organic Matter e ........................................................................ N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 3 **
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



POLYNUCLEAR AROMATIC HYDROCARBONS .................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
Potassium arsenate ................................................................................... 7784410 ............................................................................. 1000 1 X 1 (0.454)
Potassium arsenite .................................................................................... 10124502 ............................................................................. 1000 1 X 1 (0.454)
Potassium bichromate ............................................................................... 7778509 ............................................................................. 1000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Potassium chromate .................................................................................. 7789006 ............................................................................. 1000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Potassium cyanide ..................................................................................... 151508 Potassium cyanide K (CN) ................................. 10 1,4 P098 A 10 (4.54)
Potassium cyanide K(CN) .......................................................................... 151508 Potassium cyanide ............................................. 10 1,4 P098 A 10 (4.54)
Potassium hydroxide .................................................................................. 1310583 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Potassium permanganate .......................................................................... 7722647 ............................................................................. 100 1 B 100 (45.4)
Potassium silver cyanide ........................................................................... 506616 Argentate (1-), bis(cyano-C)-, potassium ........... 1* 4 P099 X 1 (0.454)
Pronamide .................................................................................................. 23950585 Benzamide, 3,5-dichloro-N-(1,1-dimethyl-2-



propynyl)-.
1* 4 U192 D 5000 (2270)



Propanal, 2-methyl-2-(methylthio)-, O-[(methylamino)carbonyl]oxime 116063 Aldicarb .............................................................. 1* 4 P070 X 1 (0.454)
1-Propanamine ........................................................................................... 107108 n-Propylamine .................................................... 1* 4 U194 D 5000 (2270)
1-Propanamine, N-propyl- .......................................................................... 142847 Dipropylamine .................................................... 1* 4 U110 D 5000 (2270)
1-Propanamine, N-nitroso-N-propyl- .......................................................... 621647 Di-n-propylnitrosamine ....................................... 1* 2,4 U111 A 10 (4.54)
Propane, 2-nitro ......................................................................................... 79469 2-Nitropropane ................................................... 1* 3,4 U171 A 10 (4.54)
1,3-Propane sultone ................................................................................... 1120714 1,2-Oxathiolane, 2,2-dioxide .............................. 1* 3,4 U193 A 10 (4.54)
Propane, 1,2-dibromo-3-chloro .................................................................. 96128 1,2-Dibromo-3-chloropropane ............................ 1* 3,4 U066 X 1 (0.454)
Propane, 1,2-dichloro- ............................................................................... 78875 1,2-Dichloropropane ...........................................



Propylene dichloride
5000 1,2,3,4 U083 C 1000 (454)



Propanedinitrile .......................................................................................... 109773 Malononitrile ....................................................... 1* 4 U149 C 1000 (454)
Propanenitrile ............................................................................................. 107120 Ethyl cyanide ...................................................... 1* 4 P101 A 10 (4.54)
Propanenitrile, 3-chloro- ............................................................................. 542767 3-Chloropropionitrile ........................................... 1* 4 P027 C 1000 (454)
Propanenitrile, 2-hydroxy-2-methyl- ........................................................... 75865 Acetone cyanohydrin ..........................................



2-Methyllactonitrile
10 1,4 P069 A 10 (4.54)



Propane, 2,2′-oxybis[2-chloro- ................................................................... 108601 Dichloroisopropyl ether ...................................... 1* 2,4 U027 C 1000 (454)
1,2,3-Propanetriol, trinitrate- ...................................................................... 55630 Nitroglycerine ..................................................... 1* 4 P081 A 10 (4.54)
1-Propanol, 2,3-dibromo-, phosphate (3:1) ............................................... 126727 Tris(2,3-dibromopropyl) phosphate .................... 1* 4 U235 A 10 (4.54)
1-Propanol, 2-methyl- ................................................................................ 78831 Isobutyl alcohol .................................................. 1* 4 U140 D 5000 (2270)
Propanal, 2-methyl-2-(methylsulfonyl)-, O-[(methylamino)carbonyl] oxime



(Aldicarb sulfone).
1646884 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P203 ##



2-Propanone .............................................................................................. 67641 Acetone .............................................................. 1* 4 U002 D 5000 (2270)
2-Propanone, 1-bromo- .............................................................................. 598312 Bromoacetone .................................................... 1* 4 P017 C 1000 (454)
Propargite ................................................................................................... 2312358 ............................................................................. 10 1 A 10 (4.54)
Propargyl alcohol ....................................................................................... 107197 2-Propyn-1-ol ...................................................... 1* 4 P102 C 1000 (454)
2-Propenal .................................................................................................. 107028 Acrolein .............................................................. 1 1,2,3,4 P003 X 1 (0.454)
2-Propenamide ........................................................................................... 79061 Acrylamide .......................................................... 1* 3,4 U007 D 5000 (2270)
1-Propene, 1,1,2,3,3,3-hexachloro- ........................................................... 1888717 Hexachloropropene ............................................ 1* 4 U243 C 1000 (454)
1-Propene, 1,3-dichloro- ............................................................................ 542756 1,3-Dichloropropene ........................................... 5000 1,2,3,4 U084 B 100 (45.4)
2-Propenenitrile .......................................................................................... 107131 Acrylonitrile ......................................................... 100 1,2,3,4 U009 B 100 (45.4)
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2-Propenenitrile, 2-methyl- ......................................................................... 126987 Methacrylonitrile ................................................. 1* 4 U152 C 1000 (454)
2-Propenoic acid ........................................................................................ 79107 Acrylic acid ......................................................... 1* 3,4 U008 D 5000 (2270)
2-Propenoic acid, ethyl ester ..................................................................... 140885 Ethyl acrylate ...................................................... 1* 3,4 U113 C 1000 (454)
2-Propenoic acid, 2-methyl-, ethyl ester .................................................... 97632 Ethyl methacrylate .............................................. 1* 4 U118 C 1000 (454)
2-Propenoic acid, 2-methyl-, methyl ester ................................................. 80626 Methyl methacrylate ........................................... 5000 1,3,4 U162 C 1000 (454)
2-Propen-1-o1 ............................................................................................ 107186 Allyl alcohol ........................................................ 100 1,4 P005 B 100 (45.4)
beta-Propiolactone ..................................................................................... 57578 ............................................................................. 1* 3 A 10 (4.54)
Propionaldehyde ........................................................................................ 123386 ............................................................................. 1* 3 C 1000 (454)
Propionic acid ............................................................................................ 79094 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Propionic acid, 2-(2,4,5-trichlorophenoxy)- ................................................ 93721 Silvex (2,4,5-TP) ................................................



2,4,5-TP acid
100 1,4 U233 B 100 (45.4)



Propionic anhydride ................................................................................... 123626 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Propoxur (Baygon) ..................................................................................... 114261 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
n-Propylamine ............................................................................................ 107108 1-Propanamine ................................................... 1* 4 U194 D 5000 (2270)
Propylene dichloride .................................................................................. 78875 1,2-Dichloropropane ...........................................



Propane, 1,2-dichloro-
5000 1,2,3,4 U083 C 1000 (454)



Propylene oxide ......................................................................................... 75569 ............................................................................. 5000 1,3 B 100 (45.4)
1,2-Propylenimine ...................................................................................... 75558 Aziridine, 2-methyl- ............................................



2-Methyl aziridine
1* 3,4 P067 X 1 (0.454)



2-Propyn-1-ol ............................................................................................. 107197 Propargyl alcohol ............................................... 1* 4 P102 C 1000 (454)
Pyrene ........................................................................................................ 129000 ............................................................................. 1* 2 D 5000 (2270)
Pyrethrins ................................................................................................... 121299



121211
8003347



............................................................................. 1000 1 X 1 (0.545)



3,6-Pyridazinedione, 1,2-dihydro- .............................................................. 123331 Maleic hydrazide ................................................ 1* 4 U148 D 5000 (2270)
4-Pyridinamine ........................................................................................... 504245 4-Aminopyridine ................................................. 1* 4 P008 C 1000 (454)
Pyridine ...................................................................................................... 110861 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U196 C 1000 (454)
Pyridine, 2-methyl- ..................................................................................... 109068 2-Picoline ............................................................ 1* 4 U191 D 5000 (2270)
Pyridine, 3-(1-methyl-2-pyrrolidinyl)-, (S)- .................................................. 54115 Nicotine, & salts ................................................. 1* 4 P075 B 100 (45.4)
2,4-(1H,3H)-Pyrimidinedione, 5-[bis(2-chloroethyl)amino]- 66751 Uracil mustard .................................................... 1* 4 U237 A 10 (4.54)
4(1H)-Pyrimidinone, 2,3-dihydro-6-methyl-2-thioxo- 56042 Methylthiouracil .................................................. 1* 4 U164 A 10 (4.54)
Pyrrolidine, 1-nitroso- ................................................................................. 930552 N-Nitrosopyrrolidine ............................................ 1* 4 U180 X 1 (0.454)
Pyrrolo[2,3-b] indol-5-ol, 1,2,3,3a,8,8a-hexahydro-1,3a,8-trimethyl-,



methylcarbamate (ester), (3aS-cis)-(Physostigmine.
57476 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P204 ##



Quinoline .................................................................................................... 91225 ............................................................................. 1000 1,3 D 5000 (2270)
Quinone ...................................................................................................... 106514 p-Benzoquinone .................................................



2,5-Cyclohexadiene-1,4-dione
1* 3,4 U197 A 10 (4.54)



Quintobenzene ........................................................................................... 82688 Benzene, pentachloronitro .................................
PCNB
Pentachloronitro-
benzene



1* 3,4 U185 B 100(45.4)



RADIONUCLIDES ...................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 3 §
Radionuclides (including radon) ................................................................ N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 3 §
Reserpine ................................................................................................... 50555 Yohimban-16-carboxylic acid, 11,17-dimethoxy-



18-[(3,4,5-trimethoxybenzoyl)oxy-, methyl
ester (3beta,
16beta,17alpha,18beta,20alpha)-.



1* 4 U200 D 5000 (2270)



Resorcinol .................................................................................................. 108463 1,3-Benzenediol ................................................. 1000 1,4 U201 D 5000 (2270)
Saccharin and salts ................................................................................... 81072 1,2-Benzisothiazol-3(2H)-one, 1,1-dioxide ......... 1* 4 U202 B 100 (45.4)
Safrole ........................................................................................................ 94597 1,3-Benzodioxole, 5-(2-propenyl)- ...................... 1* 4 U203 B 100 (45.4)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



Selenious acid ............................................................................................ 7783008 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U204 A 10 (4.54)
Selenious acid, dithallium (1+) salt ............................................................ 12039520 Thallium selenite ................................................ 1* 4 P114 C 1000 (454)
Selenium ‡ .................................................................................................. 7782492 ............................................................................. 1* 2 B 100 (45.4)
SELENIUM AND COMPOUNDS ............................................................... N.A. Selenium Compounds ........................................ 1* 2,3 **
Selenium Compounds ................................................................................ N.A. SELENIUM COMPOUNDS ................................ 1* 2,3 **
Selenium dioxide ........................................................................................ 7446084 Selenium oxide ................................................... 1000 1,4 U204 A 10 (4.54)
Selenium oxide .......................................................................................... 7446084 Selenium dioxide ................................................ 1000 1,4 U204 A 10 (4.54)
Selenium sulfide ......................................................................................... 7488564 Selenium sulfide SeS2 ....................................... 1* 4 U205 A 10 (4.54)
Selenium sulfide SeS2 ............................................................................... 7488564 Selenium sulfide ................................................. 1* 4 U205 A 10 (4.54)
Selenourea ................................................................................................. 630104 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P103 C 1000 (454)
L-Serine, diazoacetate (ester) ................................................................... 115026 Azaserine ........................................................... 1* 4 U015 X 1 (0.454)
Silver ‡ ........................................................................................................ 7440224 ............................................................................. 1* 2 C 1000 (454)
SILVER AND COMPOUNDS ..................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
Silver cyanide ............................................................................................. 506649 Silver cyanide Ag (CN) ...................................... 1* 4 P104 X 1 (0.454)
Silver cyanide Ag (CN) .............................................................................. 506649 Silver cyanide ..................................................... 1* 4 P104 X 1 (0.454)
Silver nitrate ............................................................................................... 7761888 ............................................................................. 1 1 X 1 (0.454)
Silvex (2,4,5-TP) ........................................................................................ 93721 Propionic acid, 2-(2,4,5-trichlorophenoxy)- ........



2,4,5-TP acid
100 1,4 U233 B 100 (45.4)



Sodium ....................................................................................................... 7440235 ............................................................................. 1000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Sodium arsenate ........................................................................................ 7631892 ............................................................................. 1000 1 X 1 (0.454)
Sodium arsenite ......................................................................................... 7784465 ............................................................................. 1000 1 X 1 (0.454)
Sodium azide ............................................................................................. 26628228 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P105 C 1000 (454)
Sodium bichromate .................................................................................... 10588019 ............................................................................. 1000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Sodium bifluoride ....................................................................................... 1333831 ............................................................................. 5000 1 B 100 (45.4)
Sodium bisulfite .......................................................................................... 7631905 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Sodium chromate ....................................................................................... 7775113 ............................................................................. 1000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Sodium cyanide ......................................................................................... 143339 Sodium cyanide Na(CN) .................................... 10 1,4 P106 A 10 (4.54)
Sodium cyanide Na(CN) ............................................................................ 143339 Sodium cyanide .................................................. 10 1,4 P106 A 10 (4.54)
Sodium dodecylbenzenesulfonate ............................................................. 25155300 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Sodium fluoride .......................................................................................... 7681494 ............................................................................. 5000 1 C 1000 (454)
Sodium hydrosulfide .................................................................................. 16721805 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Sodium hydroxide ...................................................................................... 1310732 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Sodium hypochlorite .................................................................................. 7681529



10022705
............................................................................. 100 1 B 100 (45.4)



Sodium methylate ...................................................................................... 124414 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Sodium nitrite ............................................................................................. 7632000 ............................................................................. 100 1 B 100 (45.4)
Sodium phosphate, dibasic ........................................................................ 7558794



10039324
10140655



............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
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Sodium phosphate, tribasic ....................................................................... 7601549
7758294
7785844



10101890
10124568
10361894



............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)



Sodium selenite ......................................................................................... 10102188
7782823



............................................................................. 1000 1 B 100 (45.4)



Streptozotocin ............................................................................................ 18883664 D-Glucose, 2-deoxy-2-[[(methylnitrosoamino)-
carbonyl]amino]-.



Glucopyranose, 2-deoxy-2-(3-methyl-3-
nitrosoureido)-



1* 4 U206 X 1 (0.454)



Strontium chromate .................................................................................... 7789062 ............................................................................. 1000 1 A 10 (4.54)
Strychnidin-10-one ..................................................................................... 57249 Strychnine, & salts ............................................. 10 1,4 P108 A 10 (4.54)
Strychnidin-10-one, 2,3-dimethoxy- ........................................................... 357573 Brucine ............................................................... 1* 4 P018 B 100 (45.4)
Strychnine, & salts ..................................................................................... 57249 Strychnidin-10-one ............................................. 10 1,4 P108 A 10 (4.54)
Styrene ....................................................................................................... 100425 ............................................................................. 1000 1,3 C 1000(454)
Styrene oxide ............................................................................................. 96093 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
Sulfur monochloride ................................................................................... 12771083 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Sulfur phosphide ........................................................................................ 1314803 Phosphorus pentasulfide ....................................



Phosphorus sulfide
100 1,4 U189 B 100 (45.4)



Sulfuric acid ............................................................................................... 7664939
8014957



............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)



Sulfuric acid, dithallium (1+) salt ................................................................ 7446186
10031591



Thallium (I) sulfate ............................................. 1000 1,4 P115 B 100 (45.4)



Sulfuric acid, dimethyl ester ....................................................................... 77781 Dimethyl sulfate .................................................. 1* 3,4 U103 B 100(45.4)
2,4,5-T acid ................................................................................................ 93765 Acetic acid, (2,4,5-trichlorophenoxy) ..................



2,4,5-T
100 1,4 U232 C 1000 (454)



2,4,5-T amines ........................................................................................... 2008460
1319728
3813147
6369966
6369977



............................................................................. 100 1 D 5000 (2270)



2,4,5-T esters ............................................................................................. 93798
1928478
2545597



25168154
61792072



............................................................................. 100 1 C 1000 (454)



2,4,5-T salts ............................................................................................... 13560991 ............................................................................. 100 1 C 1000 (454)
2,4,5-T ........................................................................................................ 93765 Acetic acid, (2,4,5-trichlorophenoxy) ..................



2,4,5-T acid
100 1,4 U232 C 1000 (454)



TCDD ......................................................................................................... 1746016 2,3,7,8,-Tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin .................. 1* 2,3 X 1(0.454)
TDE ............................................................................................................ 72548 Benzene, 1,1′-(2,2-dichloroethylidene)bis[4-



chloro- DDD 4,4′ DDD.
1 1,2,4 U060 X 1 (0.454)



1,2,4,5-Tetrachlorobenzene ....................................................................... 95943 Benzene, 1,2,4,5-tetrachloro- ............................. 1* 4 U207 D 5000 (2270)
2,3,7,8-Tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin .......................................................... 1746016 TCDD ................................................................. 1* 2,3 X 1(0.454)
1,1,1,2-Tetrachloroethane .......................................................................... 630206 Ethane, 1,1,1,2-tetrachloro- ............................... 1* 4 U208 B 100 (45.4)
1,1,2,2,-Tetrachloroethane ......................................................................... 79345 Ethane, 1,1,2,2,-tetrachloro- .............................. 1* 2,3,4 U209 B 100(45.4)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



Tetrachloroethene ...................................................................................... 127184 Ethene, tetrachloro- ............................................
Perchloroethylene
Tetrachloroethylene



1* 2,3,4 U210 B 100(45.4)



Tetrachloroethylene ................................................................................... 127184 Ethene, tetrachloro .............................................
Perchloroethylene
Tetrachloroethene



1* 2,3,4 U210 B 100(45.4)



2,3,4,6-Tetrachlorophenol .......................................................................... 58902 Phenol, 2,3,4,6-tetrachloro- ................................ 1* 4 U212 A 10 (4.54)
Tetraethyl lead ........................................................................................... 78002 Plumbane, tetraethyl- ......................................... 100 1,4 P110 A 10 (4.54)
Tetraethyl pyrophosphate .......................................................................... 107493 Diphosphoric acid, tetraethyl ester .................... 100 1,4 P111 A 10 (4.54)
Tetraethyldithiopyrophosphate ................................................................... 3689245 Thiodiphosphoric acid, tetraethyl ester .............. 1* 4 P109 B 100 (45.4)
Tetrahydrofuran .......................................................................................... 109999 Furan, tetrahydro- .............................................. 1* 4 U213 C 1000 (454)
Tetranitromethane ...................................................................................... 509148 Methane, tetranitro- ............................................ 1* 4 P112 A 10 (4.54)
Tetraphosphoric acid, hexaethyl ester ....................................................... 757584 Hexaethyl tetraphosphoate ................................ 1* 4 P062 B 100 (45.4)
Thallic oxide ............................................................................................... 1314325 Thallium oxide Tl2 O3 ......................................... 1* 4 P113 B 100 (45.4)
Thallium ‡ ................................................................................................... 7440280 ............................................................................. 1* 2 C 1000 (454)
Thallium and compounds ........................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
Thallium (I) acetate .................................................................................... 563688 Acetic acid, thallium(1+) salt .............................. 1* 4 U214 B 100 (45.4)
Thallium (I) carbonate ................................................................................ 6533739 Carbonic acid, dithallium(1+) salt ...................... 1* 4 U215 B 100 (45.4)
Thallium (I) chloride ................................................................................... 7791120 Thallium chloride TlCl ........................................ 1* 4 U216 B 100 (45.4)
Thallium chloride TlCl ................................................................................ 7791120 Thallium(I) chloride ............................................. 1* 4 U216 B 100 (45.4)
Thallium (I) nitrate ...................................................................................... 10102451 Nitric acid, thallium (1+) salt .............................. 1* 4 U217 B 100 (45.4)
Thallium oxide Tl2 O3 ................................................................................. 1314325 Thallic oxide ....................................................... 1* 4 P113 B 100 (45.4)
Thallium selenite ........................................................................................ 12039520 Selenious acid, dithallium(1+) salt ..................... 1* 4 P114 C 1000 (454)
Thallium (I) sulfate ..................................................................................... 7446186



10031591
Sulfuric acid, dithallium(1+) salt ......................... 1000 1,4 P115 B 100 (45.4)



Thioacetamide ............................................................................................ 62555 Ethanethioamide ................................................ 1* 4 U218 A 10 (4.54)
Thiodiphosphoric acid, tetraethyl ester ...................................................... 3689245 Tetraethyldithiopyrophosphate ........................... 1* 4 P109 B 100 (45.4)
Thiofanox ................................................................................................... 39196184 2-Butanone, 3,3-dimethyl-1-(methylthio)-,



O[(methylamino)carbonyl) oxime.
1* 4 P045 B 100 (45.4)



Thioimidodicarbonic diamide [(H2 N)C(S)] 2NH ........................................ 541537 Dithiobiuret ......................................................... 1* 4 P049 B 100 (45.4)
Thiomethanol ............................................................................................. 74931 Methanethiol .......................................................



Methylmercaptan
100 1,4 U153 B 100 (45.4)



Thioperoxydicarbonic diamide [(H2 N)C(S)] 2S2, tetramethyl- .................. 137268 Thiram ................................................................ 1* 4 U244 A 10 (4.54)
Thiophenol ................................................................................................. 108985 Benzenethiol ....................................................... 1* 4 P014 B 100 (45.4)
Thiosemicarbazide ..................................................................................... 79196 Hydrazinecarbothioamide ................................... 1* 4 P116 B 100 (45.4)
Thiourea ..................................................................................................... 62566 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U219 A 10 (4.54)
Thiourea, (2-chlorophenyl)- ........................................................................ 5344821 1-(o-Chlorophenyl)thiourea ................................ 1* 4 P026 B 100 (45.4)
Thiourea, 1-naphthalenyl- .......................................................................... 86884 alpha-Naphthylthiourea ...................................... 1* 4 P072 B 100 (45.4)
Thiourea, phenyl- ....................................................................................... 103855 Phenylthiourea ................................................... 1* 4 P093 B 100 (45.4)
Thiram ........................................................................................................ 137268 Thioperoxydicarbonic diamide ...........................



[(H2N)C(S)] 2S2, tetramethyl-
1* 4 U244 A 10 (4.54)
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Titanium tetrachloride ................................................................................ 7550450 ............................................................................. 1* 3 C 1000 (454)
Toluene ...................................................................................................... 108883 Benzene, methyl ................................................ 1000 1,2,3,4 U220 C 1000(454)
Toluenediamine .......................................................................................... 95807



496720
823405



25376458



Benzenediamine, ar-methyl- ..............................
2,4-Toluene diamine



1* 3,4 U221 A 10(4.54)



2,4-Toluene diamine .................................................................................. 95807
496720
823405



25376458



Benzenediamine, ar-methyl- ..............................
Toluenediamine



1* 3,4 U221 A 10(4.54)



Toluene diisocyanate ................................................................................. 91087
584849



26471625



Benzene, 1,3-diisocyanatomethyl- .....................
2,4-Toluene diisocyanate-



1* 3,4 U223 B 100 (45.4)



2,4-Toluene diisocyanate ........................................................................... 91087
584849



26471625



Benzene, 1,3-diisocya-natomethyl- ....................
Toluene diisocyanate



1* 3,4 U223 B 100 (45.4)



o-Toluidine ................................................................................................. 95534 Benzenamine, 2-methyl- .................................... 1* 3,4 U328 B 100(45.4)
p-Toluidine ................................................................................................. 106490 Benzenamine, 4-methyl- .................................... 1* 4 U353 B 100 (45.4)
o-Toluidine hydrochloride ........................................................................... 636215 Benzenamine, 2-methyl-, hydrochloride ............ 1* 4 U222 B 100 (45.4)
Toxaphene ................................................................................................. 8001352 Camphene, octachloro- ......................................



Chlorinated camphene
1* 1,2,3,4 P123 X 1 (0.454)



2,4,5-TP acid .............................................................................................. 93721 Propionic acid, 2-(2,4,5-trichlorophenoxy)- ........
Silvex (2,4,5-TP)



100 1,4 U233 B 100 (45.4)



2,4,5-TP esters .......................................................................................... 32534955 ............................................................................. 100 1 B 100 (45.4)
1H-1,2,4-Triazol-3-amine ........................................................................... 61825 Amitrole .............................................................. 1* 4 U011 A 10 (4.54)
Trichlorfon .................................................................................................. 52686 ............................................................................. 1000 1 B 100 (45.4)
1,2,4-Trichlorobenzene .............................................................................. 120821 ............................................................................. 1* 2,3 B 100 (45.4)
1,1,1-Trichloroethane ................................................................................. 71556 Ethane, 1,1,1-trichloro- .......................................



Methyl chloroform
1* 2,3,4 U226 C 1000 (454)



1,1,2-Trichloroethane ................................................................................. 79005 Ethane, 1,1,2-trichloro ........................................ 1* 2,3,4 U227 B 100 (45.4)
Trichloroethene .......................................................................................... 79016 Ethene, trichloro- ................................................



Trichloroethylene
1000 1,2,3,4 U228 B 100 (45.4)



Trichloroethylene ........................................................................................ 79016 Ethene, trichloro .................................................
Trichloroethene



1000 1,2,3,4 U228 B 100 (45.4)



Trichloromethanesulfenyl chloride ............................................................. 594423 Methanesulfenyl chloride, trichloro- ................... 1* 4 P118 B 100 (45.4)
Trichloromonofluoromethane ..................................................................... 75694 Methane, trichlorofluoro- .................................... 1* 4 U121 D 5000 (2270)
Trichlorophenol .......................................................................................... 25167822 ............................................................................. 10 1 A 10 (4.54)



2,3,4-Trichlorophenol .............................................................................. 15950660
2,3,5-Trichlorophenol .............................................................................. 933788
2,3,6-Trichlorophenol .............................................................................. 933755



2,4,5-Trichlorophenol ................................................................................. 95954 Phenol, 2,4,5-trichloro- ....................................... 10 1,3,4 U230 A 10 (4.54)
2,4,6-Trichlorophenol ................................................................................. 88062 Phenol, 2,4,6-trichloro- ....................................... 10 1,2,3,4 U231 A 10 (4.54)



3,4,5-Trichlorophenol .............................................................................. 609198
2,4,5-Trichlorophenol ................................................................................. 95954 Phenol, 2,4,5-trichloro- ....................................... 10* 1,4 U230 A 10 (4.54)
2,4,6-Trichlorophenol ................................................................................. 88062 Phenol, 2,4,6-trichloro- ....................................... 10 1,2,4 U231 A 10 (4.54)
Triethanolamine dodecylbenzenesulfonate ............................................... 27323417 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Triethylamine .............................................................................................. 121448 ............................................................................. 5000 1,3 D 5000 (2270)
Trifluralin .................................................................................................... 1582098 ............................................................................. 1* 3 A 10 (4.54)
Trimethylamine ........................................................................................... 75503 ............................................................................. 1000 1 B 100 (45.4)
2,2,4-Trimethylpentane .............................................................................. 540841 ............................................................................. 1* 3 C 1000 (454)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



1,3,5-Trinitrobenzene ................................................................................. 99354 Benzene, 1,3,5-trinitro- ....................................... 1* 4 U234 A 10 (4.54)
1,3,5-Trioxane, 2,4,6-trimethyl- .................................................................. 123637 Paraldehyde ....................................................... 1* 4 U182 C 1000 (454)
Tris(2,3-dibromopropyl) phosphate ............................................................ 126727 1-Propanol, 2,3-dibromo-, phosphate [(3:1) ....... 1* 4 U235 A 10 (4.54)
Trypan blue ................................................................................................ 72571 2,7-Naphthalenedisulfonic acid, 3,3′-3,3′-di-



methyl-(1,1′-biphenyl)-4,4′-diyl)-
bis(azo)]bis(5-amino-4-hydroxy)-tetrasodium
salt.



1* 4 U236 A 10 (4.54)



Unlisted Hazardous Wastes Characteristic of Corrosivity ......................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 4 D002 B 100 (45.4)
Unlisted Hazardous Wastes Characteristics: ............................................ N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 4
Characteristic of Toxicity:



Arsenic (D004) ....................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. *1 4 D004 X 1 (0.454)
Barium (D005) ........................................................................................ N.A. ............................................................................. *1 4 D005 C 1,000 (454)
Benzene (D018) ..................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1000 1, 2, 3,



4
D018 A 10 (4.54)



Cadmium (D006) .................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. *1 4 D006 A 10 (4.54)
Carbon tetrachloride (D019) .................................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. 5,000 1, 2, 4 D019 A 10 (4.54)
Chlordane (D020) ................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1 1, 2, 4 D020 X 1 (0.454)
Chlorobenzene (D021) ........................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 100 1, 2, 4 D021 B 100 (45.4)
Chloroform (D022) ................................................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. 5,000 1, 2, 4 D022 A 10 (4.54)
Chromium (D007) ................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. *1 4 D007 A 10 (4.54)
o-Cresol (D023) ...................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 4 D023 B 100 (45.4)
m-Cresol (D024) ..................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 4 D024 B 100 (45.4)
p-Cresol (D025) ...................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 4 D025 B 100 (45.4)
Cresol (D026) ......................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 4 D026 B 100 (45.4)
2,4-D (D016) ........................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 100 1, 4 D016 B 100 (45.4)
1,4-Dichlorobenzene (D027) .................................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. 100 1, 2, 4 D027 B 100 (45.4)
1,2-Dichloroethane (D028) ..................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 5,000 1, 2, 4 D028 B 100 (45.4)
1,1-Dichloroethylene (D029) .................................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. 5,000 1, 2, 4 D029 B 100 (45.4)
2,4-Dinitrotoluene (D030) ....................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1,000 1, 2, 4 D030 A 10 (4.54)
Endrin (D012) ......................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1 1, 4 D012 X 1 (0.454)
Heptachlor (and epoxide) (D031) ........................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1 1, 2, 4 D031 X 1 (0.454)
Hexachlorobenzene (D032) ................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. *1 2, 4 D032 A 10 (4.54)
Hexachlorobutadiene (D033) ................................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. *1 2, 4 D033 X 1 (0.454)
Hexachloroethane (D034) ...................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. *1 2, 4 D034 B 100 (45.4)
Lead (D008) ........................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 4 D008 A 10 (4.54)
Lindane (D013) ....................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1 1, 4 D013 X 1 (0.454)
Mercury (D009) ...................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. *1 4 D009 X 1 (0.454)
Methoxychlor (D014) .............................................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. 1 1, 4 D014 X 1 (0.454)
Methyl ethyl ketone (D035) .................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. *1 4 D035 D 5,000 (2270)
Nitrobenzene (D036) .............................................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. 1,000 1, 2, 4 D036 C 1,000 (454)
Pentachlorophenol (D037) ..................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 10 1, 2, 4 D037 A 10 (4.54)
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Pyridine (D038) ...................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. *1 4 D038 C 1,000 (454)
Selenium (D010) .................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. *1 4 D010 A 10 (4.54)
Silver (D011) .......................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. *1 4 D011 X 1 (0.454)
Tetrachloroethylene (D039) .................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. *1 2, 4 D039 B 100 (45.4)
Toxaphene (D015) ................................................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. 1 1, 4 D015 X 1 (0.454)
Trichloroethylene (D040) ........................................................................ N.A. ............................................................................. 1000 1, 2, 4 D040 B 100 (45.4)
2,4,5-Trichlorophenol (D041) ................................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. 10 1, 4 D041 A 10 (4.54)
2,4,6-Trichlorophenol (D042) ................................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. 10 1, 2, 4 D042 A 10 (4.54)
2,4,5-TP (D017) ...................................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 100 1, 4 D017 B 100 (45.4)
Vinyl chloride (D043) .............................................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. *1 2, 3, 4 D043 X 1 (0.454)



Unlisted Hazardous Wastes Characteristic of Ignitability .......................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 4 D001 B 100 (45.4)
Unlisted Hazardous Wastes Characteristic of Reactivity .......................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 4 D003 B 100 (45.4)
Uracil mustard ............................................................................................ 66751 2,4-(1H,3H)-Pyrimidinedione, 5-[bis(2-



chloroethyl)amino]-.
1* 4 U237 A 10 (4.54)



Uranyl acetate ............................................................................................ 541093 ............................................................................. 5000 1 B 100 (45.4)
Uranyl nitrate .............................................................................................. 10102064



36478769
5000 1 B 100 (45.4)



Urea, N-ethyl-N-nitroso- ............................................................................. 759739 N-Nitroso-N-ethylurea ........................................ 1* 4 U176 X 1 (0.454)
Urea, N-methyl-N-nitroso ........................................................................... 684935 N-Nitroso-N-methylurea ..................................... 1* 3,4 U177 X 1 (0.454)
Urethane .................................................................................................... 51796 Carbamic acid, ethyl ester .................................



Ethyl carbamate
1* 3,4 U238 B 100 (45.4)



Vanadic acid, ammonium salt .................................................................... 7803556 Ammonium vanadate ......................................... 1* 4 P119 C 1000 (454)
Vanadium oxide V2 O5 ............................................................................... 1314621 Vanadium pentoxide .......................................... 1000 1,4 P120 C 1000 (454)
Vanadium pentoxide .................................................................................. 1314621 Vanadium oxide V2 O5 ....................................... 1000 1,4 P120 C 1000 (454)
Vanadyl sulfate .......................................................................................... 27774136 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Vinyl acetate .............................................................................................. 108054 Vinyl acetate monomer ...................................... 1000 1,3 D 5000 (2270)
Vinyl acetate monomer .............................................................................. 108054 Vinyl acetate ....................................................... 1000 1,3 D 5000 (2270)
Vinylamine, N-methyl-N-nitroso- ................................................................ 4549400 N-Nitrosomethylvinylamine ................................. 1* 4 P084 A 10 (4.54)
Vinyl bromide ............................................................................................. 593602 ............................................................................. 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
Vinyl chloride .............................................................................................. 75014 Ethene, chloro- ................................................... 1* 2,3,4 U043 X 1 (0.454)
Vinylidene chloride ..................................................................................... 75354 1,1-Dichloroethylene ..........................................



Ethene, 1,1-dichloro-
5000 1,2,3,4 U078 B 100 (45.4)



Warfarin, & salts, when present at concentrations greater than 0.3% ..... 81812 2H-1-Benzopyran-2-one, 4-hydroxy-3-(3-oxo-1-
phenyl-butyl)-, & salts, when present at con-
centrations greater than 0.3%.



1* 4 P001 B 100 (45.4)



Xylene ........................................................................................................ 1330207 Benzene, dimethyl- ............................................
Xylene (mixed)
Xylenes (isomers and mixture)



1000 1,3,4 U239 B 100 (45.4)



m-Xylene .................................................................................................... 108383 Benzene, m-dimethyl- ........................................ 1* 3 C 1000 (454)
o-Xylene ..................................................................................................... 95476 Benzene, o-dimethyl- ......................................... 1* 3 C 1000 (454)
p-Xylene ..................................................................................................... 106423 Benzene, p-dimethyl- ......................................... 1* 3 B 100 (45.4)
Xylene (mixed) ........................................................................................... 1330207 Benzene, dimethyl- ............................................



Xylene
Xylenes (isomers and mixture)



1000 1,3,4 U239 B 100 (45.4)



Xylenes (isomers and mixture) .................................................................. 1330207 Benzene, dimethyl- ............................................
Xylene
Xylene (mixed)



1000 1,3,4 U239 B 100 (45.4)



Xylenol ....................................................................................................... 1300716 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



Yohimban-16-carboxylic acid,11,17-dimethoxy-18-[(3,4,5-
trimethoxybenzoyl)oxy]-, methyl ester (3beta,16beta,17alpha,



18beta, 20alpha)-



50555 Reserpine ........................................................... 1* 4 U200 D 5000 (2270)



Zinc ‡ .......................................................................................................... 7440666 ............................................................................. 1* 2 C 1000 (454)
ZINC AND COMPOUNDS ......................................................................... N.A. ............................................................................. 1* 2 **
Zinc acetate ............................................................................................... 557346 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Zinc ammonium chloride ............................................................................ 52628258



14639975
14639986



............................................................................. 5000 1 C 1000 (454)



Zinc, bis(dimethylcarbomodithioato-S,S′)-, (Ziram) ................................... 137304 ............................................................................. 1* 4 P205 ##
Zinc borate ................................................................................................. 1332076 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Zinc bromide .............................................................................................. 7699458 ............................................................................. 5000 1 C 1000 (454)
Zinc carbonate ........................................................................................... 3486359 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Zinc chloride ............................................................................................... 7646857 ............................................................................. 5000 1 C 1000 (454)
Zinc cyanide ............................................................................................... 557211 Zinc cyanide Zn(CN)2 ........................................ 10 1,4 P121 A 10 (4.54)
Zinc cyanide Zn(CN)2 ................................................................................ 557211 Zinc cyanide ....................................................... 10 1,4 P121 A 10 (4.54)
Zinc fluoride ............................................................................................... 7783495 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Zinc formate ............................................................................................... 557415 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Zinc hydrosulfite ......................................................................................... 7779864 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Zinc nitrate ................................................................................................. 7779886 ............................................................................. 5000 1 C 1000 (454)
Zinc phenosulfonate ................................................................................... 127822 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Zinc phosphide ........................................................................................... 1314847 Zinc phosphide Zn3 P2, when present at con-



centrations greater than 10%.
1000 1,4 P122 B 100 (45.4)



Zinc phosphide Zn3 P2, when present at concentrations greater than
10%.



1314847 Zinc phosphide ................................................... 1000 1,4 P122 B 100 (45.4)



Zinc silicofluoride ....................................................................................... 16871719 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Zinc sulfate ................................................................................................. 7733020 ............................................................................. 1000 1 C 1000 (454)
Zirconium nitrate ........................................................................................ 13746899 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Zirconium potassium fluoride ..................................................................... 16923958 ............................................................................. 5000 1 C 1000 (454)
Zirconium sulfate ........................................................................................ 14644612 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)
Zirconium tetrachloride .............................................................................. 10026116 ............................................................................. 5000 1 D 5000 (2270)



F001 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F001 A 10 (4.54)
The following spent halogenated solvents used in degreasing; all spent



solvent mixtures/blends used in degreasing containing, before use, a
total of ten percent or more (by volume) of one or more of the above
halogenated solvents or those solvents listed in F002, F004, and
F005; and still bottoms from the recovery of these spent solvents and
spent solvent mixtures



(a) Tetrachloroethylene ....................................................................... 127184 ............................................................................. 1* 2,4 U210 B 100 (45.4)
(b) Trichloroethylene ........................................................................... 79016 ............................................................................. 1000 1,2,4 U228 B 100 (45.4)
(c) Methylene chloride ........................................................................ 75092 ............................................................................. 1* 2,4 U080 C 1000 (454)
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(d) 1,1,1-Trichloroethane .................................................................... 71556 ............................................................................. 1* 2,4 U226 C 1000 (454)
(e) Carbon tetrachloride ...................................................................... 56235 ............................................................................. 5000 1,2,4 U211 A 10 (4.54)
(f) Chlorinated fluorocarbons .............................................................. N.A. ............................................................................. D 5000 (2270)



F002 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F002 A 10 (4.54)
The following spent halogenated solvents; all spent solvent mixtures/



blends containing, before use, a total of ten percent or more (by vol-
ume) of one or more of the above halogenated solvents or those list-
ed in F001, F004, or F005; and still bottoms from the recovery of
these spent solvents and spent solvent mixtures



(a) Tetrachloroethylene ....................................................................... 127184 ............................................................................. 1* 2,4 U210 B 100 (45.4)
(b) Methylene chloride ........................................................................ 75092 ............................................................................. 1* 2,4 U080 C 1000 (454)
(c) Trichloroethylene ........................................................................... 79016 ............................................................................. 1000 1,2,4 U228 B 100 (45.4)
(d) 1,1,1-Trichloroethane .................................................................... 71556 ............................................................................. 1* 2,4 U226 C 1000 (454)
(e) Chlorobenzene .............................................................................. 108907 ............................................................................. 100 1,2,4 U037 B 100 (45.4)
(f) 1,1,2-Trichloro-1,2,2-trifluoroethane ............................................... 76131 ............................................................................. D 5000 (2270)
(g) o-Dischlorobenzene ...................................................................... 95501 ............................................................................. 100 1,2,4 U070 B 100 (45.4)
(h) Trichlorofluoromethane ................................................................. 75694 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U121 D 5000 (2270)
(i) 1,1,2-Thrichloroethane ................................................................... 79005 ............................................................................. 1* 2,4 U227 B 100 (45.4)



F003 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F003 B 100 (45.4)
The following spent non-halogenated solvents and the still bottoms from



the recovery of these solvents:
(a) Xylene ........................................................................................... 1330207 ............................................................................. .......... ............ C 1000 (454)
(b) Acetone ......................................................................................... 67641 ............................................................................. .......... ............ D 5000 (2270)
(c) Ethyl acetate .................................................................................. 141786 ............................................................................. .......... ............ D 5000 (2270)
(d) Ethylbenzene ................................................................................. 100414 ............................................................................. .......... ............ C 1000 (454)
(e) Ethyl ether ..................................................................................... 60297 ............................................................................. .......... ............ B 100 (45.4)
(f) Methyl isobutyl ketone ................................................................... 108101 ............................................................................. .......... ............ D 5000 (2270)
(g) n-Butyl alcohol ............................................................................... 71363 ............................................................................. .......... ............ D 5000 (2270)
(h) Cyclohexanone .............................................................................. 108941 ............................................................................. .......... ............ D 5000 (2270)
(i) Methanol ......................................................................................... 67561 ............................................................................. .......... ............ D 5000 (2270)



F004 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F004 B 100 (45.4)
The following spent non-halogenated solvents and the still bottoms from



the recovery of these solvents:
(a) Cresols/Cresylic acid ..................................................................... 1319773 ............................................................................. 1000 1,3,4 U052 B 100(45.4)
(b) Nitrobenzene ................................................................................. 98953 ............................................................................. 1000 1,2,4 U169 C 1000 (454)



F005 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F005 B 100 (45.4)
The following spent non-halogenated solvents and the still bottoms from



the recovery of these solvents:
(a) Toluene ......................................................................................... 108883 ............................................................................. 1000 1,2,4 U220 C 1000 (454)
(b) Methyl ethyl ketone ....................................................................... 78933 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U159 D 5000 (2270)
(c) Carbon disulfide ............................................................................ 75150 ............................................................................. 5000 1,4 P022 B 100 (45.4)
(d) Isobutanol ...................................................................................... 78831 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U140 D 5000 (2270)
(e) Pyridine ......................................................................................... 110861 ............................................................................. 1* 4 U196 C 1000 (454)



F006 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F006 A 10 (4.54)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



Wastewater treatment sludges from electroplating operations except
from the following processes: (1) sulfuric acid anodizing of aluminum,
(2) tin plating on carbon steel, (3) zinc plating (segregated basis) on
carbon steel, (4) aluminum or zinc-aluminum plating on carbon steel,
(5) cleaning/stripping associated with tin, zinc and aluminum plating
on carbon steel, and (6) chemical etching and milling of aluminum.



F007 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F007 A 10 (4.54)
Spent cyanide plating bath solutions from electroplating operations.



F008 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F008 A 10 (4.54)
Plating bath residues from the bottom of plating baths from electro-



plating operations where cyanides are used in the process.



F009 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F009 A 10 (4.54)
Spent stripping and cleaning bath solutions from electroplating oper-



ations where cyanides are used in the process.



F010 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F010 A 10 (4.54)
Quenching bath residues from oil baths from metal heat treating oper-



ations where cyanides are used in the process.



F011 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F011 A 10 (4.54)
Spent cyanide solution from salt bath pot cleaning from metal heat treat-



ing operations.
F012 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F012 A 10 (4.54)
Quenching wastewater treatment sludges from metal heat treating oper-



ations where cyanides are used in the process.



F019 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1 4 F019 A 10 (4.54)
Wastewater treatment sludges from the chemical conversion coating of



aluminum except from zirconium phosphating in aluminum can wash-
ing when such phosphating is an exclusive conversion coating proc-
ess.



F020 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F020 X 1 (0.454)
Wastes (except wastewater and spent carbon from hydrogen chloride



purification) from the production or manufacturing use (as a reactant,
chemical intermediate, or component in a formulating process) of tri-
or-tetrachlorophenol, or of intermediates used to produce their pes-
ticide derivatives. (This listing does not include wastes from the pro-
duction of hexachlorophene from highly purified 2,4,5-trichlorophenol.).



F021 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F021 X 1 (0.454)
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Wastes (except wastewater and spent carbon from hydrogen chloride
purification) from the production or manufacturing use (as a reactant,
chemical intermediate, or component in a formulating process) of
pentachlorophenol, or of intermediates used to produce its derivatives.



F022 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F022 X 1 (0.454)
Wastes (except wastewater and spent carbon from hydrogen chloride



purification) from the manufacturing use (as a reactant, chemical in-
termediate, or component in a formulating process) of tetra-, penta-,
or hexachlorobenzenes under alkaline conditions.



F023 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F023 X 1 (0.454)
Wastes (except wastewater and spent carbon from hydrogen chloride



purification) from the production of materials on equipment previously
used for the production or manufacturing use (as a reactant, chemical
intermediate, or component in a formulating process) of tri- and
tetrachlorophenols. (This listing does not include wastes from equip-
ment used only for the production or use of hexa-chlorophene from
highly purified 2,4,5-tri-chlorophenol.).



F024 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F024 X 1 (0.454)
Wastes, including but not limited to distillation residues, heavy ends,



tars, and reactor cleanout wastes, from the production of chlorinated
aliphatic hydrocarbons, having carbon content from one to five, uti-
lizing free radical catalyzed processes. (This listing does not include
light ends, spent filters and filter aids, spent dessicants(sic), waste-
water, wastewater treatment sludges, spent catalysts, and wastes list-
ed in § 261.32.).



F025 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F025 X 1 (0.454)
Condensed light ends, spent filters and filter aids, and spent desiccant



wastes from the production of certain chlorinated aliphatic hydro-
carbons, by free radical catalyzed processes. These chlorinated ali-
phatic hydrocarbons are those having carbon chain lengths ranging
from one to and including five, with varying amounts and positions of
chlorine substitution.



F026 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F026 X 1 (0.454)
Wastes (except wastewater and spent carbon from hydrogen chloride



purification) from the production of materials on equipment previously
used for the manufacturing use (as a reactant, chemical intermediate,
or component in a formulating process) of tetra-, penta-, or
hexachlorobenzene under alkaline conditions.



F027 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F027 X 1 (0.454)
Discarded unused formulations containing tri-, tetra-, or



pentachlorophenol or discarded unused formulations containing com-
pounds derived from these chlorophenols. (This listing does not in-
clude formulations containing hexachlorophene synthesized from
prepurified 2,4,5-tri-chlorophenol as the sole component.).



F028 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F028 X 1 (0.454)
Residues resulting from the incineration or thermal treatment of soil con-



taminated with EPA Hazardous Waste Nos. F020, F021, F022, F023,
F026, and F027.
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



F032 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F032 X 1(0.454)
Wastewaters (except those that have not come into contact with proc-



ess contaminants), process residuals, preservative drippage, and
spent formulations from wood preserving processes generated at
plants that currently use or have previously used chlorophenolic for-
mulations (except potentially cross-contaminated wastes that have
had the F032 waste code deleted in accordance with § 261.35 of this
chapter or potentially cross-contaminated wastes that are otherwise
currently regulated as hazardous wastes (i.e., F034 or F035), and
where the generator does not resume or initiate use of chlorophenolic
formulations). This listing does not include K001 bottom sediment
sludge from the treatment of wastewater from wood preserving proc-
esses that use creosote and/or pentachlorophenol.



F034 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F034 X 1(0.454)
Wastewaters (except those that have not come into contact with proc-



ess contaminants), process residuals, preservative drippage, and
spent formulations from wood preserving processes generated at
plants that use cresote formulations. This listing does not include
K001 bottom sediment sludge from the treatment of wastewater from
wood preserving processes that use creosote and/or
pentachlorophenol.



F035 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F035 X 1(0.454)
Wastewaters (except those that have not come into contact with proc-



ess contaminants), process residuals, preservative drippage, and
spent formulations from wood preserving processes generated at
plants that use inorganic preservatives containing arsenic or chro-
mium. This listing does not include K001 bottom sediment sludge
from the treatment of wastewater from wood preserving processes
that use creosote and/or pentachlorophenol.



F037 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F037 X 1 (0.454)
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Petroleum refinery primary oil/water/solids separation sludge—Any
sludge generated from the gravitational separation of oil/water/solids
during the storage or treatment of process wastewaters from petro-
leum refineries. Such sludges include, but are not limited to, those
generated in: oil/water/solids separators; tanks and impoundments;
ditches and other conveyances; sumps; and stormwater units receiv-
ing dry weather flow. Sludge generated in stormwater units that do
not receive dry weather flow, sludges generated from non-contact
once-through cooling waters segregated for treatment from other
process or oily cooling waters, sludges generated in aggressive bio-
logical treatment units as defined in § 261.31(b)(2) (including sludges
generated in one or more additional units after wastewaters have
been treated in aggressive biological treatment units) and K051
wastes are not included in this listing.



F038 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 F038 X 1 (0.454)
Petroleum refinery secondary (emulsified) oil/water/solids separation



sludge—Any sludge and/or float generated from the physical and/or
chemical separation of oil/water/solids in process wastewaters and
oily cooling wastewaters from petroleum refineries. Such wastes in-
clude, but are not limited to, all sludges and floats generated in: in-
duced air flotation (IAF) units, tanks and impoundments, and all
sludges generated in DAF units. Sludges generated in stormwater
units that do not receive dry weather flow, sludges generated from
once-through non-contact cooling waters segregated for treatment
from other process or oil cooling wastes, sludges and floats gen-
erated in aggressive biological treatment units as defined in
§ 261.31(b)(2) (including sludges and floats generated in one or more
additional units after wastewaters have been treated in aggressive bi-
ological treatment units) and F037, K048, and K051 wastes are not
included in this listing.



K001 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K001 X 1 (0.454)
Bottom sediment sludge from the treatment of wastewaters from wood



preserving processes that use creosote and/or pentachlorophenol.



K002 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K002 A 10 (4.54)
Wastewater treatment sludge from the production of chrome yellow and



orange pigments.



K003 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K003 A 10 (4.54)
Wastewater treatment sludge from the production of molybdate orange



pigments.



K004 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K004 A 10 (4.54)
Wastewater treatment sludge from the production of zinc yellow pig-



ments.



K005 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K005 A 10 (4.54)
Wastewater treatment sludge from the production of chrome green pig-



ments.



K006 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K006 A 10 (4.54)
Wastewater treatment sludge from the production of chrome oxide



green pigments (anhydrous and hydrated).
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



K007 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K007 A 10 (4.54)
Wastewater treatment sludge from the production of iron blue pigments.



K008 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K008 A 10 (4.54)
Oven residue from the production of chrome oxide green pigments.



K009 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K009 A 10 (4.54)
Distillation bottoms from the production of acetaldehyde from ethylene.



K010 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K010 A 10 (4.54)
Distillation side cuts from the production of acetaldehyde from ethylene.



K011 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K011 A 10 (4.54)
Bottom stream from the wastewater stripper in the production of acrylo-



nitrile.



K013 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K013 A 10 (4.54)
Bottom stream from the acetonitrile column in the production of acrylo-



nitrile.



K014 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K014 D 5000 (2270)
Bottoms from the acetonitrile purification column in the production of ac-



rylonitrile.



K015 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K015 A 10 (4.54)
Still bottoms from the distillation of benzyl chloride.



K016 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K016 X 1 (0.454)
Heavy ends or distillation residues from the production of carbon tetra-



chloride.



K017 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K017 A 10 (4.54)
Heavy ends (still bottoms) from the purification column in the production



of epi-chlorohydrin.



K018 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K018 X 1 (0.454)
Heavy ends from the fractionation column in ethyl chloride production.



K019 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K019 X 1 (0.454)
Heavy ends from the distillation of ethylene dichloride in ethylene dichlo-



ride production.



K020 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K020 X 1 (0.454)
Heavy ends from the distillation of vinyl chloride in vinyl chloride mon-



omer production.



K021 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K021 A 10 (4.54)
Aqueous spent antimony catalyst waste from fluoromethanes production.



K022 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K022 X 1 (0.454)
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Distillation bottom tars from the production of phenol/acetone from cu-
mene.



K023 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K023 D 5000 (2270)
Distillation light ends from the production of phthalic anhydride from



naphthalene.



K024 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K024 D 5000 (2270)
Distillation bottoms from the production of phthalic anhydride from naph-



thalene.



K025 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K025 A 10 (4.54)
Distillation bottoms from the production of nitrobenzene by the nitration



of benzene.



K026 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K026 C 1000 (454)
Stripping still tails from the production of methyl ethyl pyridines.



K027 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K027 A 10 (4.54)
Centrifuge and distillation residues from toluene diisocyanate production.



K028 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K028 X 1 (0.454)
Spent catalyst from the hydrochlorinator reactor in the production of



1,1,1-trichloroethane.



K029 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K029 X 1 (0.454)
Waste from the product steam stripper in the production of 1,1,1-tri-



chloroethane.



K030 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K030 X 1 (0.454)
Column bottoms or heavy ends from the combined production of tri-



chloroethylene and perchloroethylene.



K031 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K031 X 1 (0.454)
By-product salts generated in the production of MSMA and cacodylic



acid.



K032 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K032 A 10 (4.54)
Wastewater treatment sludge from the production of chlordane.



K033 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K033 A 10 (4.54)
Wastewater and scrub water from the chlorination of cyclopentadiene in



the production of chlordane.



K034 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K034 A 10 (4.54)
Filter solids from the filtration of hexachlorocyclopentadiene in the pro-



duction of chlordane.



K035 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K035 X 1 (0.454)
Wastewater treatment sludges generated in the production of creosote.



K036 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K036 X 1 (0.454)
Still bottoms from toluene reclamation distillation in the production of



disulfoton.



K037 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K037 X 1 (0.454)
Wastewater treatment sludges from the production of disulfoton.



K038 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K038 A 10 (4.54)
Wastewater from the washing and stripping of phorate production.



K039 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K039 A 10 (4.54)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



Filter cake from the filtration of diethylphosphorodithioic acid in the pro-
duction of phorate.



K040 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K040 A 10 (4.54)
Wastewater treatment sludge from the production of phorate.



K041 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K041 X 1 (0.454)
Wastewater treatment sludge from the production of toxaphene.



K042 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K042 A 10 (4.54)
Heavy ends or distillation residues from the distillation of



tetrachlorobenzene in the production of 2,4,5-T.



K043 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K043 A 10 (4.54)
2,6-Dichlorophenol waste from the production of 2,4-D.



K044 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K044 A 10 (4.54)
Wastewater treatment sludges from the manufacturing and processing



of explosives.



K045 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K045 A 10 (4.54)
Spent carbon from the treatment of wastewater containing explosives.



K046 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K046 A 10 (4.54)
Wastewater treatment sludges from the manufacturing, formulation and



loading of lead-based initiating compounds.



K047 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K047 A 10 (4.54)
Pink/red water from TNT operations.



K048 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K048 A 10 (4.54)
Dissolved air flotation (DAF) float from the petroleum refining industry.



K049 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K049 A 10 (4.54)
Stop oil emulsion solids from the petroleum refining industry.



K050 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K050 A 10 (4.54)
Heat exchanger bundle cleaning sludge from the petroleum refining in-



dustry.



K051 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K051 A 10 (4.54)
API separator sludge from the petroleum refining industry.



K052 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K052 A 10 (4.54)
Tank bottoms (leaded) from the petroleum refining industry.



K060 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K060 X 1 (0.454)
Ammonia still lime sludge from coking operations.



K061 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K061 A 10 (4.54)
Emission control dust/sludge from the primary production of steel in



electric furnaces.
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K062 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K062 A 10 (4.54)
Spent pickle liquor generated by steel finishing operations of factilties



within the iron and steel industry (SIC Codes 331 and 332).



K064 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K064 A 10 (4.54)
Acid plant blowdown slurry/sludge resulting from thickening of blowdown



slurry from primary copper production.



K065 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K065 A 10 (4.54)
Surface impoundment solids contained in and dredged from surface im-



poundments at primary lead smelting facilities.



K066 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K066 A 10 (4.54)
Sludge from treatment of process wastewater and/or acid plant blow-



down from primary zinc production.



K069 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K069 A 10 (4.54)
Emission control dust/sludge from secondary lead smelting.



K071 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K071 X 1 (0.454)
Brine purification muds from the mercury cell process in chlorine pro-



duction, where separately prepurified brine is not used.



K073 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K073 A 10 (4.54)
Chlorinated hydrocarbon waste from the purification step of the dia-



phragm cell process using graphite anodes in chlorine production.



K083 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K083 B 100 (45.4)
Distillation bottoms from aniline extraction.



K084 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K084 X 1 (0.454)
Wastewater treatment sludges generated during the production of vet-



erinary pharmaceuticals from arsenic or organo-arsenic compounds.



K085 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K085 A 10 (4.54)
Distillation or fractionation column bottoms from the production of



chlorobenzenes.



K086 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K086 A 10 (4.54)
Solvent washes and sludges, caustic washes and sludges, or water



washes and sludges from cleaning tubs and equipment used in the
formulation of ink from pigments, driers, soaps, and stabilizers con-
taining chromium and lead.



K087 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K087 B 100 (45.4)
Decanter tank tar sludge from coking operations.



K088 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K088 A 10 (4.54)
Spent potliners from primary aluminum reduction.



K090 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K090 A 10 (4.54)
Emission control dust or sludge from ferrochromiumsilicon production.



K091 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1 4 K091 A 10 (4.54)
Emission control dust or sludge from ferrochromium production.



K093 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K093 D 5000 (2270)
Distillation light ends from the production of phthalic anhydride from



ortho-xylene.



K094 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K094 D 5000 (2270)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



Distillation bottoms from the production of phthalic anhydride from ortho-
xylene.



K095 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K095 B 100 (45.4)
Distillation bottoms from the production of 1,1,1-trichloroethane.



K096 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K096 B 100 (45.4)
Heavy ends from the heavy ends column from the production of 1,1,1-



trichloroethane.



K097 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K097 X 1 (0.454)
Vacuum stripper discharge from the chlordane chlorinator in the produc-



tion of chlordane.



K098 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K098 X 1 (0.454)
Untreated process wastewater from the production of toxaphene.



K099 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K099 A 10 (4.54)
Untreated wastewater from the production of 2,4-D.



K100 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K100 A 10 (4.54)
Waste leaching solution from acid leaching of emission control dust/



sludge from secondary lead smelting.



K101 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K101 X 1 (0.454)
Distillation tar residues from the distillation of aniline-based compounds



in the production of veterinary pharmaceuticals from arsenic or
organo-arsenic compounds.



K102 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K102 X 1 (0.454)
Residue from the use of activated carbon for decolorization in the pro-



duction of veterinary pharmaceuticals from arsenic or organo-arsenic
compounds.



K103 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K103 B 100 (45.4)
Process residues from aniline extraction from the production of aniline.



K104 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K104 A 10 (4.54)
Combined wastewater streams generated from nitrobenzene/aniline pro-



duction.



K105 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K105 A 10 (4.54)
Separated aqueous stream from the reactor product washing step in the



production of chlorobenzenes.



K106 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K106 X 1 (0.454)
Wastewater treatment sludge from the mercury cell process in chlorine



production.



K107 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 10 4 K107 X 10 (4.54)
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Column bottoms from product separation from the production of 1,1-
dimethylhydrazine (UDMH) from carboxylic acid hydrazines.



K108 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 10 4 K108 X 10 (4.54)
Condensed column overheads from product separation and condensed



reactor vent gases from the production of 1,1-dimethylhydrazine
(UDMH) from carboxylic acid hydrazides.



K109 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 10 4 K109 X 10 (4.54)
Spent filter cartridges from product purification from the production of



1,1- dimethylhydrazine (UDMH) from carboxylic acid hydrazides.
K110 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 10 4 K110 X 10 (4.54)
Condensed column overheads from intermediate separation from the



production of 1,1-dimethylhydrazine (UDMH) from carboxylic acid
hydrazides.



K111 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K111 A 10 (4.54)
Product washwaters from the production of dinitrotoluene via nitration of



toluene.



K112 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K112 A 10 (4.54)
Reaction by-product water from the drying column in the production of



toluenediamine via hydrogenation of dinitrotoluene.



K113 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K113 A 10 (4.54)
Condensed liquid light ends from the purification of toluenediamine in



the production of toluenediamine via hydrogenation of dinitrotoluene.



K114 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K114 A 10 (4.54)
Vicinals from the purification of toluenediamine in the production of



toluenediamine via hydrogenation of dinitrotoluene.



K115 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K115 A 10 (4.54)
Heavy ends from the purification of toluenediamine in the production of



toluenediamine via hydrogenation of dinitrotoluene.



K116 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K116 A 10 (4.54)
Organic condensate from the solvent recovery column in the production



of toluene diisocyanate via phosgenation of toluenediamine.



K117 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K117 X 1 (0.454)
Wastewater from the reaction vent gas scrubber in the production of



ethylene bromide via bromination of ethene.



K118 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K118 X 1 (0.454)
Spent absorbent solids from purification of ethylene dibromide in the



production of ethylene dibromide.



K123 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K123 A 10 (4.54)
Process wastewater (including supernates, filtrates, and washwaters)



from the production of ethylenebisdithiocarbamic acid and its salts.



K124 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K124 A 10 (4.54)
Reactor vent scrubber water from the production of



ethylenebisdithiocarbamic acid and its salts.



K125 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K125 A 10 (4.54)
Filtration, evaporation, and centrifugation solids from the production of



ethylenebisdithiocarbamic acid and its salts.



K126 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K126 A 10 (4.54)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



Baghouse dust and floor sweepings in milling and packaging operations
from the production or formulation of ethylenebisdithiocarbamic acid
and its salts.



K131 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 100 4 K131 X 100 (45.4)
Wastewater from the reactor and spent sulfuric acid from the acid dryer



in the production of methyl bromide.



K132 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1000 4 K132 X 1000 (454)
Spent absorbent and wastewater solids from the production of methyl



bromide.



K136 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K136 X 1 (0.454)
Still bottoms from the purification of ethylene dibromide in the produc-



tion of ethylene dibromide via bromination of ethene.



K141 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K141 X 1 (0.454)
Process related from the recovery of coal tar, including, but not limited



to, tar collecting sump residues from the production of coke by-prod-
ucts produced from coal. This listing does not include K087 (decanter
tank tar sludge from coking operations.).



K142 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K142 X 1 (0.454)
Tar storage tank residues from the production of coke from coal or from



the recovery of coke by-products produced from coal.



K143 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K143 X 1 (0.454)
Process residues from the recovery of light oil, including, but not limited



to, those generated in stills, decanters, and wash oil recovery units
from the recovery of coke by-products produced from coal.



K144 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K144 X 1 (0.454)
Wastewater sump residues from light oil refining, including, but not lim-



ited to, intercepting or contamination sump sludges from the recovery
of coke by-products produced from coal.



K145 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K145 X 1 (0.454)
Residues from naphthalene collection and recovery operations from the



recovery of coke by-products produced from coal.



K147 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K147 X 1 (0.454)
Tar storage tank residues from coal tar refining.



K148 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K148 X 1 (0.454)
Residues from coal tar distillation, including, but not limited to, still bot-



toms.



K149 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K149 A 10 (4.54)
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Distillation bottoms from the production of alpha- (or methyl-) chlorinated
toluenes, ring-chlorinated toluenes, benzoyl chlorides, and com-
pounds with mixtures of these functional groups. [This waste does not
include still bottoms from the distillation of benzyl chloride.].



K150 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K150 A 10 (4.54)
Organic residuals, excluding spent carbon adsorbent, from the spent



chlorine gas and hydrochloric acid recovery processes associated
with the production of alpha- (or methyl-) chlorinated toluenes, ring-
chlorinated toluenes, benzoyl chlorides, and compounds with mixtures
of these functional groups.



K151 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K151 A 10 (4.54)
Wastewater treatment sludges, excluding neutralization and biological



sludges, generated during the treatment of wastewaters from the pro-
duction of alpha- (or methyl-) chlorinated toluenes, ring-chlorinated
toluenes, benzoyl chlorides, and compounds with mixtures of these
functional groups.



K156 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. * 1 4 K156 ##
Organic waste (including heavy ends, still bottoms, light ends, spent sol-



vents, filtrates, and decantates) from the production of carbamates
and carbamoyl oximes. (This listing does not apply to wastes gen-
erated from the manufacture of 3-iodo-2-propynyl n-butylcarbamate.).



K157 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. * 1 4 K157 ##
Wastewaters (including scrubber waters, condenser waters,



washwaters, and separation waters) from the production of
carbamates and carbamoyl oximes. (This listing does not apply to
wastes generated from the manufacture of 3-iodo-2-propynyl n-
butylcarbamate.).



K158 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. * 1 4 K158 ##
Bag house dusts and filter/separation solids from the production of



carbamates and carbamoyl oximes. (This listing does not apply to
wastes generated from the manufacture of 3-iodo-2-propynyl n-
butylcarbamate.).



K159 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K159 ##
Organics from the treatment of thiocarbamate wastes.



K161 ........................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K161 ##
Purification solids (including filtration, evaporation, and centrifugation



solids), bag house dust, and floor sweepings from the production of
dithiocarbamate acids and their salts (This listing does not include
K125 or K126.).



K169f .......................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K169 A 10(4.54)
Crude oil storage tank sediment from petroleum refining operations.
K170f .......................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K170 X 1 (0.454)
Clarified slurry oil tank sediment and/or in-line filter/separation solids



from petroleum refining operations.
K171f .......................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K171 X 1 (0.454)
Spent hydrotreating catalyst from petroleum refining operations. (This



listing does not include inert support media.)
K172f .......................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K172 X 1 (0.454)
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TABLE 302.4—LIST OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND REPORTABLE QUANTITIES—Continued
[Note: All Comments/Notes Are Located at the End of This Table]



Hazardous substance CASRN Regulatory synonyms



Statutory Final RQ



RQ Code †
RCRA
waste



Number



Cat-
egory Pounds (Kg)



K174f .......................................................................................................... ................ ............................................................................. 1* 4 K174 X 1(0.454)
K175f .......................................................................................................... ........................................................................ 1* 4 K175 X 1(0.454)
Spent hydrorefining catalyst from petroleum refining operations. (This



listing does not include inert support media.)



† Indicates the statutory source as defined by 1, 2, 3, and 4 below.
‡ No reporting of releases of this hazardous substance is required if the diameter of the pieces of the solid metal released is equal to or exceeds 100 micrometers (0.004 inches).
‡† The RQ for asbestos is limited to friable forms only.
1—indicates that the statutory source for designation of this hazardous substance under CERCLA is CWA Section 311(b)(4).
2—indicates that the statutory source for designation of this hazardous substance under CERCLA is CWA Section 307(a).
3—indicates that the statutory source for designation of this hazardous substance under CERCLA is CAA Section 112.
4—Indicates that the statutory source for designation of this hazardous substance under CERCLA is RCRA Section 3001.
1*—indicates that the 1-pound RQ is a CERCLA statutory RQ.
# Indicates that the RQ is subject to change when the assessment of potential carcinogenicity is completed.
## The Agency may adjust the statutory RQ for this hazardous substance in a future rulemaking; until then the statutory RQ applies.
§—The adjusted RQs for radionuclides may be found in appendix B to this table.
**—indicates that no RQ is being assigned to the generic or broad class.
a Benzene was already a CERCLA hazardous substance prior to the CAA Amendments of 1990 and received an adjusted 10-pound RQ based on potential carcinogenicity in an August



14, 1989, final rule (54 FR 33418). The CAA Amendments specify that ‘‘benzene (including benzene from gasoline)’’ is a hazardous air pollutant and, thus, a CERCLA hazardous substance.
b The CAA Amendments of 1990 list DDE (3547–04–4) as a CAA hazardous air pollutant. The CAS number, 3547–04–4, is for the chemical, p,p′-dichlorodiphenylethane. DDE or p,p′-



dichlorodiphenyldichloroethylene, CAS number 72–55–9, is already listed in table 302.4 with a final RQ of 1 pound. The substance identified by the CAS number 3547–04–4 has been evalu-
ated and listed as DDE to be consistent with the CAA section 112 listing, as amended.



c Includes mineral fiber emissions from facilities manufacturing or processing glass, rock, or slag fibers (or other mineral derived fibers) of average diameter 1 micrometer or less.
d Includes mono- and di-ethers of ethylene glycol, diethylene glycol, and triethylene glycol R-(OCH2CH2)n-OR′.
Where:



n = 1, 2, or 3;
R = alkyl C7 or less; or
R = phenyl or alkyl substituted phenyl;
R′ = H or alkyl C7 or less; or
OR′ consisting of carboxylic acid ester, sulfate, phosphate, nitrate, or sulfonate.
e Includes organic compounds with more than one benzene ring, and which have a boiling point greater than or equal to 100 °C.
f See 40 CFR 302.6(b)(1) for application of the mixture rule to this hazardous waste.
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APPENDIX A TO § 302.4—SEQUENTIAL CAS
REGISTRY NUMBER LIST OF CERCLA HAZ-
ARDOUS SUBSTANCES



CASRN Hazardous substance



50000 Formaldehyde.
50077 Azirino[2′,3′:3,4]pyrrolo[1,2-a]indole-4,7-dione,6-



amino-8-[[(aminocarbonyl)oxy]methyl]-
1,1a,2,8,8a, 8b-hexahydro-8a-methoxy-5-
methyl-, [1aS-(1aalpha,
8beta,8aalpha,8balpha)]-



Mitomycin C.
50180 Cyclophosphamide.



2H-1,3,2-Oxazaphosphorin-2-amine, N,N-bis(2-
chloroethyl)tetrahydro-, 2-oxide.



50293 Benzene, 1,1′-(2,2,2-trichloroethylidene)bis[4-
chloro-.



DDT′.
4,4′DDT.



50328 Benzo[a]pyrene.
3,4-Benzopyrene.



50555 Reserpine.
Yohimban-16-carboxylic acid,11,17-dimethoxy-



18-[(3 ,4,5-trimethoxybenzoyl)oxy]-, methyl
ester (3beta, 16beta,17alpha,18beta,20alpha)-
.



51285 Phenol, 2,4-dinitro-.
2,4-Dinitrophenol.



51434 Epinephrine.
1,2-Benzenediol,4-[1-hydroxy-2-(methylamino)



ethyl]-.
51796 Carbamic acid, ethyl ester.



Ethyl carbamate.
Urethane.



52686 Trichlorfon.
52857 Famphur.



Phosphorothioic acid, O,[4-[(dimethyl- amino)
sulfonyl]phenyl]O,O-dimethyl ester.



53703 Dibenz[a,h]anthracene.
Dibenzo[a,h]anthracene.
1,2:5,6-Dibenzanthracene.



53963 Acetamide, N-9H-fluoren-2-yl-.
2-Acetylaminofluorene.



54115 Nicotine, & salts.
Pyridine, 3-(1-methyl-2-pyrrolidinyl)-, (S)-.



55185 Ethanamine, N-ethyl-N-nitroso-.
N-Nitrosodiethylamine.



55630 Nitroglycerine.
1,2,3-Propanetriol, trinitrate-.



55914 Diisopropylfluorophosphate.
Phosphorofluoridic acid, bis(1-methyl- ethyl)



ester.
56042 Methylthiouracil.



4(1H)-Pyrimidinone, 2,3-dihydro-6-methyl-2-
thioxo-.



56235 Carbon tetrachloride.
Methane, tetrachloro-.



56382 Parathion.
Phosphorothioic acid, O,O-diethyl O-(4-



nitrophenyl) ester.
56495 Benz[j]aceanthrylene, 1,2-dihydro-3-methyl-.



3-Methylcholanthrene.
56531 Diethylstilbestrol.



Phenol, 4,4′-(1,2-diethyl-1,2-ethenediyl)bis-, (E).
56553 Benz[a]anthracene.



Benzo[a]anthracene.
1,2-Benzanthracene.



56724 Coumaphos.
57125 Cyanides (soluble salts and complexes) not oth-



erwise specified.
57147 Hydrazine, 1,1-dimethyl-.



1,1-Dimethylhydrazine.
57249 Strychnidin-10-one.



Strychnine, & salts.



APPENDIX A TO § 302.4—SEQUENTIAL CAS
REGISTRY NUMBER LIST OF CERCLA HAZ-
ARDOUS SUBSTANCES—Continued



CASRN Hazardous substance



57476 Pyrrolo[2,3-b]indol-5-ol, 1,2,3,3a,8,8a-
hexahydro-1,3a,8-trimethyl-, methylcarbamate
(ester), (3aS-cis)- (Physostigmine).



57647 Benzoic acid, 2-hydroxy-, compd. with (3aS-cis)-
1,2,3,3a,8,8a-hexahydro-1,3a,8-
trimethylpyrrolo[2,3-b]indol-5-yl
methylcarbamate ester (1:1) (Physostigmine
salicylate).



57749 Chlordane.
Chlordane, alpha & gamma isomers.
CHLORDANE (TECHNICAL MIXTURE AND



METABOLITES).
4,7-Methano-1H-indene, 1,2,4,5,6,7,8,8-



octachloro-2,3,3a,4,7,7a-hexahydro-.
57976 1,2-Benzanthracene, 7,12-dimethyl-.



7,12-Dimethylbenz[a]anthracene.
58899 γ-BHC.



Cyclohexane, 1,2,3,4,5,6-hexachloro
(1α,2α,3β,4α,5α,6β)-.



Hexachlorocyclohexane (gamma isomer).
Lindane.
Lindane (all isomers).



58902 Phenol, 2,3,4,6-tetrachloro-.
2,3,4,6-Tetrachlorophenol.



59507 p-Chloro-m-cresol.
Phenol, 4-chloro-3-methyl-.
4-Chloro-m-cresol.



60004 Ethylenediamine-tetraacetic acid (EDTA).
60117 Benzenamine, N,N-dimethyl-4-(phenylazo-).



Dimethyl aminoazobenzene.
p-Dimethylaminoazobenzene.



60297 Ethane, 1,1′-oxybis-.
Ethyl ether.



60344 Hydrazine, methyl-.
Methyl hydrazine.



60515 Dimethoate.
Phosphorodithioic acid, O,O-dimethyl S-[2(



methylamino)-2-oxoethyl] ester.
60571 Dieldrin.



2,7:3,6-Dimethanonaphth[2,3-b]oxirene,
3,4,5,6,9,9-hexachloro-1a,2, 2a,3,6,6a,7,7a-
octahydro-,
(1aalpha,2beta,2aalpha,3beta,6beta,
6aalpha,7beta, 7aalpha)-.



61825 Amitrole.
1H-1,2,4-Triazol-3-amine.



62384 Mercury, (acetato-O)phenyl-.
Phenylmercury acetate.



62442 Acetamide, N-(4-ethoxyphenyl)-.
Phenacetin.



62500 Ethyl methanesulfonate.
Methanesulfonic acid, ethyl ester.



62533 Aniline.
Benzenamine.



62555 Ethanethioamide.
Thioacetamide.



62566 Thiourea.
62737 Dichlorvos.
62748 Acetic acid, fluoro-, sodium salt.



Fluoroacetic acid, sodium salt.
62759 Methanamine, N-methyl-N-nitroso-.



N-Nitrosodimethylamine.
63252 Carbaryl.
64006 Phenol, 3-(1-methylethyl)-, methyl carbamate



(m-Cumenyl methylcarbamate).
64186 Formic acid.
64197 Acetic acid.
65850 Benzoic acid.
66751 Uracil mustard.
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APPENDIX A TO § 302.4—SEQUENTIAL CAS
REGISTRY NUMBER LIST OF CERCLA HAZ-
ARDOUS SUBSTANCES—Continued



CASRN Hazardous substance



2,4-(1H,3H)-Pyrimidinedione, 5-[bis(2-
chloroethyl) amino]-.



67561 Methanol.
Methyl alcohol.



67641 Acetone.
2-Propanone.



67663 Chloroform.
Methane, trichloro-.



67721 Ethane, hexachloro-.
Hexachloroethane.



70257 Guanidine, N-methyl-N′-nitro-N-nitroso-.
MNNG.



70304 Hexachlorophene.
Phenol, 2,2′-methylenebis[3,4,6-tri- chloro-.



71363 n-Butyl alcohol.
1-Butanol.



71432 Benzene.
71556 Ethane, 1,1,1-trichloro-.



Methyl chloroform.
1,1,1-Trichloroethane.



72208 Endrin.
Endrin, & metabolites.
2,7:3,6-Dimethanonaphth[2,3-b]oxirene,



3,4,5,6,9,9-hexachloro-1a,2,2a,3,6,6a,7,7a-
octa-hydro-,
(1aalpha,2beta,2abeta,3alpha,6alpha,
6abeta,7beta,7aalpha)-.



72435 Benzene, 1,1′-(2,2,2-trichloroethylidene)bis[4-
methoxy-.



Methoxychlor.
72548 Benzene, 1,1′-(2,2-dichloroethylidene)bis[4-



chloro-.
DDD.
TDE.
4,4′ DDD.



72559 DDE
4,4’-DDE.



72571 Trypan blue.
2,7-Naphthalenedisulfonic acid, 3,3′-[(3,3′-di-



methyl-(l,1′-biphenyl)-4,4′-diyl)-bis(azo)]bis(5-
amino-4-hydroxy)-tetrasodium salt.



74839 Bromomethane.
Methane, bromo-.
Methyl bromide.



74873 Chloromethane.
Methane, chloro-.
Methyl chloride.



74884 Iodomethane
Methane, iodo-.
Methyl iodide.



74895 Monomethylamine.
74908 Hydrocyanic acid.



Hydrogen cyanide.
74931 Methanethiol.



Methylmercaptan.
Thiomethanol.



74953 Methane, dibromo-.
Methylene bromide.



75003 Chloroethane.
Ethyl chloride.



75014 Ethene, chloro-.
Vinyl chloride.



75047 Monoethylamine.
75058 Acetonitrile.
75070 Acetaldehyde.



Ethanal.
75092 Dichloromethane.



Methane, dichloro-.
Methylene chloride.



75150 Carbon disulfide.



APPENDIX A TO § 302.4—SEQUENTIAL CAS
REGISTRY NUMBER LIST OF CERCLA HAZ-
ARDOUS SUBSTANCES—Continued



CASRN Hazardous substance



75207 Calcium carbide.
75218 Ethylene oxide.



Oxirane.
75252 Bromoform.



Methane, tribromo-.
75274 Dichlorobromomethane.
75343 Ethane, 1,1-dichloro-.



Ethylidene dichloride.
1,1-Dichloroethane.



75354 Ethene, 1,1-dichloro-.
Vinylidene chloride.
1,1-Dichloroethylene.



75365 Acetyl chloride.
75445 Carbonic dichloride.



Phosgene.
75503 Trimethylamine.
75558 Aziridine, 2-methyl-.



2-Methyl aziridine.
1,2-Propylenimine.



75569 Propylene oxide.
75605 Arsinic acid, dimethyl-.



Cacodylic acid.
75649 tert-Butylamine.
75694 Methane, trichlorofluoro-.



Trichloromonofluoromethane.
75718 Dichlorodifluoromethane.



Methane, dichlorodifluoro-.
75865 Acetone cyanohydrin.



Propanenitrile, 2-hydroxy-2-methyl-.
2-Methyllactonitrile.



75876 Acetaldehyde, trichloro-.
Chloral.



75990 2,2-Dichloropropionic acid.
76017 Ethane, pentachloro-.



Pentachloroethane.
76448 Heptachlor.



4,7-Methano-1H-indene, 1,4,5,6,7,8,8-
heptachloro-3a,4,7,7a-tetrahydro-.



77474 Hexachlorocyclopentadiene.
1,3-Cyclopentadiene, 1,2,3,4,5,5-hexa- chloro-.



77781 Dimethyl sulfate.
Sulfuric acid, dimethyl ester.



78002 Plumbane, tetraethyl-.
Tetraethyl lead.



78591 Isophorone.
78795 Isoprene.
78819 iso-Butylamine.
78831 Isobutyl alcohol.



1-Propanol, 2-methyl-.
78875 Propane, 1,2-dichloro-.



Propylene dichloride.
1,2-Dichloropropane.



78886 2,3-Dichloropropene.
78933 2-Butanone.



MEK.
Methyl ethyl ketone.



78999 1,1-Dichloropropane.
79005 Ethane, 1,1,2-trichloro-.



1,1,2-Trichloroethane.
79016 Ethene, trichloro-.



Trichloroethene.
Trichloroethylene-.



79061 Acrylamide.
2-Propenamide.



79094 Propionic acid.
79107 Acrylic acid.



2-Propenoic acid.
79196 Hydrazinecarbothioamide.



Thiosemicarbazide.
79221 Carbonochloridic acid, methyl ester.
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APPENDIX A TO § 302.4—SEQUENTIAL CAS
REGISTRY NUMBER LIST OF CERCLA HAZ-
ARDOUS SUBSTANCES—Continued



CASRN Hazardous substance



Methyl chlorocarbonate.
Methyl chloroformate.



79312 iso-Butyric acid.
79345 Ethane, 1,1,2,2-tetrachloro-.



1,1,2,2-Tetrachloroethane.
79447 Carbamic chloride, dimethyl-.



Dimethylcarbamoyl chloride.
79469 Propane, 2-nitro-.



2-Nitropropane.
80159 alpha,alpha-Dimethylbenzylhydroperoxide.



Hydroperoxide, 1-methyl-1-phenylethyl-.
80626 Methyl methacrylate.



2-Propenoic acid, 2-methyl-, methyl ester.
81072 Saccharin and salts.



1,2-Benzisothiazol-3(2H)-one, 1,1-dioxide.
81812 Warfarin, & salts, when present at concentra-



tions greater than 0.3%.
2H-1-Benzopyran-2-one, 4-hydroxy-3-(3-oxo-1-



phenyl -butyl)-, & salts, when present at con-
centrations greater than 0.3%.



82688 Benzene, pentachloronitro-.
PCNB.
Pentachloronitrobenzene.
Quintobenzene.



83329 Acenaphthene.
84662 Diethyl phthalate.



1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, diethyl ester.
84742 Di-n-butyl phthalate.



Dibutyl phthalate.
n-Butyl phthalate.
1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, dibutyl ester.



85007 Diquat.
85018 Phenanthrene.
85449 Phthalic anhydride.



1,3-Isobenzofurandione.
85687 Butyl benzyl phthalate.
86306 N-Nitrosodiphenylamine.
86500 Guthion.
86737 Fluorene.
86884 alpha-Naphthylthiourea.



Thiourea, 1-naphthalenyl-.
87650 Phenol, 2,6-dichloro-.



2,6-Dichlorophenol.
87683 Hexachlorobutadiene.



1,3-Butadiene, 1,1,2,3,4,4-hexachloro-.
87865 Pentachlorophenol.



Phenol, pentachloro-.
88062 Phenol, 2,4,6-trichloro-.



2,4,6-Trichlorophenol.
88722 o-Nitrotoluene.
88755 o-Nitrophenol.



2-Nitrophenol.
88857 Dinoseb.



Phenol, 2-(1-methylpropyl)-4,6-dinitro.
91087 Benzene, 1,3-diisocyanatomethyl-.



Toluene diisocyanate.
2,4-Toluene diisocyanate.



91203 Naphthalene.
91225 Quinoline.
91587 beta-Chloronaphthalene.



Naphthalene, 2-chloro-.
2-Chloronaphthalene.



91598 beta-Naphthylamine.
2-Naphthalenamine.



91805 Methapyrilene.
1,2-Ethanediamine, N,N-dimethyl-N′-2-pyridinyl-



N′- (2-thienylmethyl)-.
91941 [1,1′-Biphenyl]-4,4′diamine,3,3′dichloro-.



3,3′-Dichlorobenzidine.
92875 Benzidine.



APPENDIX A TO § 302.4—SEQUENTIAL CAS
REGISTRY NUMBER LIST OF CERCLA HAZ-
ARDOUS SUBSTANCES—Continued



CASRN Hazardous substance



[1,1’-Biphenyl]-4,4’diamine.
93721 Propionic acid, 2-(2,4,5-trichlorophenoxy)-.



Silvex (2,4,5-TP).
2,4,5-TP acid.



93765 Acetic acid, (2,4,5-trichlorophenoxy).
2,4,5-T.
2,4,5-T acid.



93798 2,4,5-T esters.
94111 2,4-D Ester.
94586 Dihydrosafrole.



1,3-Benzodioxole, 5-propyl-.
94597 Safrole.



1,3-Benzodioxole, 5-(2-propenyl)-.
94757 Acetic acid (2,4-dichlorophenoxy)-, salts &



esters.
2,4-D Acid.
2,4-D, salts and esters.



94791 2,4-D Ester.
94804 2,4-D Ester.
95476 o-Benzene, dimethyl.



o-Xylene.
95487 o-Cresol.



o-Cresylic acid.
95501 Benzene, 1,2-dichloro-.



o-Dichlorobenzene.
1,2-Dichlorobenzene.



95534 Benzenamine, 2-methyl-.
o-Toluidine.



95578 o-Chlorophenol.
Phenol, 2-chloro-.
2-Chlorophenol.



95807 Benzenediamine, ar-methyl-.
Toluenediamine.
2,4-Toluene diamine.



95943 Benzene, 1,2,4,5-tetrachloro-.
1,2,4,5-Tetrachlorobenzene.



95954 Phenol, 2,4,5-trichloro-.
2,4,5-Trichlorophenol.



96128 Propane, 1,2-dibromo-3-chloro-.
1,2-Dibromo-3-chloropropane.



96184 1,2,3-Trichloropropane.
96457 Ethylenethiourea.



2-Imidazolidinethione.
97632 Ethyl methacrylate.



2-Propenoic acid, 2-methyl-, ethyl ester.
98011 Furfural.



2-Furancarboxaldehyde.
98077 Benzene, (trichloromethyl)-.



Benzotrichloride.
98099 Benzenesulfonic acid chloride.



Benzenesulfonyl chloride.
98828 Benzene, (1-methylethyl)-.



Cumene.
98862 Acetophenone.



Ethanone, 1-phenyl-.
98873 Benzal chloride.



Benzene, dichloromethyl-.
98884 Benzoyl chloride.
98953 Benzene, nitro-.



Nitrobenzene.
99081 m-Nitrotoluene.
99354 Benzene, 1,3,5-trinitro-.



1,3,5-Trinitrobenzene.
99558 Benzenamine, 2-methyl-5-nitro-.



5-Nitro-o-toluidine.
99650 m-Dinitrobenzene.
99990 p-Nitrotoluene.



100016 Benzenamine, 4-nitro-.
p-Nitroaniline.



100027 p-Nitrophenol.
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APPENDIX A TO § 302.4—SEQUENTIAL CAS
REGISTRY NUMBER LIST OF CERCLA HAZ-
ARDOUS SUBSTANCES—Continued



CASRN Hazardous substance



Phenol, 4-nitro-.
4-Nitrophenol.



100254 p-Dinitrobenzene.
100414 Ethylbenzene.
100425 Styrene.
100447 Benzene, chloromethyl-.



Benzyl chloride.
100470 Benzonitrile.
100754 N-Nitrosopiperidine.



Piperidine, 1-nitroso-.
101144 Benzenamine, 4,4′-methylenebis(2-chloro-.



4,4′-Methylenebis(2-chloroaniline).
101279 Carbamic acid, (3-chlorophenyl)-, 4-chloro-2-



butynyl ester (Barban).
101553 Benzene, 1-bromo-4-phenoxy-.



4-Bromophenyl phenyl ether.
103855 Phenylthiourea.



Thiourea, phenyl-.
105464 sec-Butyl acetate.
105679 Phenol, 2,4-dimethyl-.



2,4-Dimethylphenol.
106423 p-Benzene, dimethyl.



p-Xylene.
106445 p-Cresol.



p-Cresylic acid.
106467 Benzene, 1,4-dichloro-.



p-Dichlorobenzene.
1,4-Dichlorobenzene.



106478 Benzenamine, 4-chloro-.
p-Chloroaniline.



106490 Benzenamine, 4-methyl-.
p-Toluidine.



106503 Phenylenediamine (para-isomer).
106514 p-Benzoquinone.



2,5-Cyclohexadiene-1,4-dione.
Quinone.



106898 1-Chloro-2,3-epoxypropane.
Epichlorohydrin.
Oxirane, (chloromethyl)-.



106934 Dibromoethane.
Ethane, 1,2-dibromo-.
Ethylene, dibromide.



107028 Acrolein.
2-Propenal.



107051 Allyl chloride.
107062 Ethane, 1,2-dichloro-.



Ethylene dichloride.
1,2-Dichloroethane.



107108 n-Propylamine.
1-Propanamine.



107120 Ethyl cyanide.
Propanenitrile.



107131 Acrylonitrile.
2-Propenenitrile.



107153 Ethylenediamine.
107186 Allyl alcohol.



2-Propen-1-ol.
107197 Propargyl alcohol.



2-Propyn-1-ol.
107200 Acetaldehyde, chloro-.



Chloroacetaldehyde.
107302 Chloromethyl methyl ether.



Methane, chloromethoxy-.
107493 Diphosphoric acid, tetraethyl ester.



Tetraethyl pyrophosphate.
107926 Butyric acid.
108054 Vinyl acetate.



Vinyl acetate monomer.
108101 Methyl isobutyl ketone.



4-Methyl-2-pentanone.



APPENDIX A TO § 302.4—SEQUENTIAL CAS
REGISTRY NUMBER LIST OF CERCLA HAZ-
ARDOUS SUBSTANCES—Continued



CASRN Hazardous substance



108247 Acetic anhydride.
108316 Maleic anhydride.



2,5-Furandione.
108383 m-Benzene, dimethyl.



m-Xylene.
108394 m-Cresol.



m-Cresylic acid.
108463 Resorcinol.



1,3-Benzenediol.
108601 Dichloroisopropyl ether.



Propane, 2,2′′ -oxybis[2-chloro-.
108883 Benzene, methyl-.



Toluene.
108907 Benzene, chloro-.



Chlorobenzene.
108941 Cyclohexanone.
108952 Benzene, hydroxy-.



Phenol.
108985 Benzenethiol.



Thiophenol.
109068 Pyridine, 2-methyl-.



2-Picoline.
109739 Butylamine.
109773 Malononitrile.



Propanedinitrile.
109897 Diethylamine.
109999 Furan, tetrahydro-.



Tetrahydrofuran.
110009 Furan.



Furfuran.
110167 Maleic acid.
110178 Fumaric acid.
110190 iso-Butyl acetate.
110758 Ethene, 2-chloroethoxy-.



2-Chloroethyl vinyl ether.
110805 Ethanol, 2-ethoxy-.



Ethylene glycol monoethyl ether.
110827 Benzene, hexahydro-.



Cyclohexane.
110861 Pyridine.
111444 Bis (2-chloroethyl) ether.



Dichloroethyl ether.
Ethane, 1,1′-oxybis[2-chloro-.



111546 Carbamodithioic acid, 1,2-ethanediylbis, salts &
esters.



Ethylenebisdithiocarbamic acid, salts & esters.
111911 Bis(2-chloroethoxy) methane.



Dichloromethoxy ethane.
Ethane, 1,1′-[methylenebis(oxy)]bis(2-chloro-.



115026 Azaserine.
L-Serine, diazoacetate (ester).



115297 Endosulfan.
6,9-Methano-2,4,3-benzodioxathiepin,



6,7,8,9,10,10-hexachloro-1,5,5a,6,9,9a-
hexahydro-, 3-oxide.



115322 Dicofol.
116063 Aldicarb.



Propanal, 2-methyl-2-(methylthio)-, 0-
[(methylamino)carbonyl]oxime.



117806 Dichlone.
117817 1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, bis(2-ethylhexyl)



ester.
Bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate.
DEHP.
Diethylhexyl phthalate.



117840 Di-n-octyl phthalate.
1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, dioctyl ester.



118741 Benzene, hexachloro-.
Hexachlorobenzene.
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APPENDIX A TO § 302.4—SEQUENTIAL CAS
REGISTRY NUMBER LIST OF CERCLA HAZ-
ARDOUS SUBSTANCES—Continued



CASRN Hazardous substance



119380 Carbamic acid, dimethyl-, 3-methyl-1-(1-
methylethyl)-1H-pyrazol-5-yl ester (Isolan).



119904 [1,1′-Biphenyl]-4,4′diamine,3,3′dimethoxy-.
3,3′-Dimethoxybenzidine.



119937 [1,1′Biphenyl]-4,4′-diamine,3,3′-dimethyl-.
3,3′-Dimethylbenzidine.



120127 Anthracene.
120581 Isosafrole.



1,3-Benzodioxole, 5-)1-propenyl)-.
120821 1,2,4-Trichlorobenzene.
120832 Phenol, 2,4-dichloro-.



2,4-Dichlorophenol.
121142 Benzene, 1-methyl-2,4-dinitro-.



2,4-Dinitrotoluene.
121211 Pyrethrins.
121299 Pyrethrins.
121448 Triethylamine.
121755 Malathion.
122098 alpha,alpha-Dimethylphenethylamine.



Benzeneethanamine, alpha,alpha-dimethyl-.
122394 Diphenylamine.
122429 Carbamic acid, phenyl-, 1-methylethyl ester



(Propham).
122667 Hydrazine, 1,2-diphenyl-.



1,2-Diphenylhydrazine.
123331 Maleic hydrazide.



3,6-Pyridazinedione, 1,2-dihydro-.
123626 Propionic anhydride.
123637 Paraldehyde.



1,3,5-Trioxane, 2,4,6-trimethyl-.
123739 Crotonaldehyde.



2-Butenal.
123864 Butyl acetate.
123911 1,4-Diethyleneoxide.



1,4-Diethylenedioxide.
1,4-Dioxane.



123922 iso-Amyl acetate.
124049 Adipic acid.
124403 Dimethylamine.



Methanamine, N-methyl-.
124414 Sodium methylate.
124481 Chlorodibromomethane.
126727 Tris(2,3-dibromopropyl) phosphate.



1-Propanol, 2,3-dibromo-, phosphate (3:1).
126987 Methacrylonitrile.



2-Propenenitrile, 2-methyl-.
126998 2-Chloro-1,3-butadiene.
127184 Ethene, tetrachloro-.



Perchloroethylene.
Tetrachloroethene.
Tetrachloroethylene.



127822 Zinc phenolsulfonate.
129000 Pyrene.
130154 1,4-Naphthalenedione.



1,4-Naphthoquinone.
131113 Dimethyl phthalate.



1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, dimethyl ester.
131748 Ammonium picrate.



Phenol, 2,4,6-trinitro-, ammonium salt.
131895 Phenol, 2-cyclohexyl-4,6-dinitro-.



2-Cyclohexyl-4,6-dinitrophenol.
133062 Captan.
134327 alpha-Naphthylamine.



1-Naphthalenamine.
137268 Thioperoxydicarbonic diamide



([H2N)C(S)]2S2, tetramethyl-.
Thiram.



137304 Zinc, bis(dimethylcarbamodithioato-S,S’)-,
(Ziram).



140885 Ethyl acrylate.



APPENDIX A TO § 302.4—SEQUENTIAL CAS
REGISTRY NUMBER LIST OF CERCLA HAZ-
ARDOUS SUBSTANCES—Continued



CASRN Hazardous substance



2-Propenoic acid, ethyl ester.
141786 Acetic acid, ethyl ester.



Ethyl acetate.
142289 1,3-Dichloropropane.
142712 Cupric acetate.
142847 Dipropylamine.



1-Propanamine, N-propyl-.
143339 Sodium cyanide.



Sodium cyanide Na(CN).
143500 Kepone.



1,3,4-Metheno-2H-cyclobutal[cd]pentalen-2-one,
1,1a,3,3a,4,5,5,5a,5b,6-decachloroctahydro-.



145733 Endothall.
7-Oxabicyclo[2.2.1]heptane-2,3-dicarboxylic



acid.
148823 L-Phenylalanine, 4-[bis(2-chloroethyl) aminol].



Melphalan.
151508 Potassium cyanide.



Potassium cyanide K(CN).
151564 Aziridine.



Ethyleneimine.
152169 Diphosphoramide, octamethyl-.



Octamethylpyrophosphoramide.
156605 Ethene, 1,2-dichloro- (E).



1,2-Dichloroethylene.
189559 Benzo [rst]pentaphene.



Dibenz[a,i]pyrene.
191242 Benzo[ghi]perylene.
193395 Indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene.



1,10-(1,2-Phenylene)pyrene.
205992 Benzo[b]fluoranthene.
206440 Benzo[j,k]fluorene.



Fluoranthene.
207089 Benzo(k)fluoranthene.
208968 Acenaphthylene.
218019 Chrysene.



1,2-Benzphenanthrene.
225514 Benz[c]acridine.
297972 O,O-Diethyl O-pyrazinyl phosphoro-



thioate.
Phosphorothioic acid, O,O-diethyl O-pyrazinyl



ester.
298000 Methyl parathion.



Phosphorothioic acid, O,O-dimethyl O-(4-
nitrophenyl) ester.



298022 Phorate.
Phosphorodithioic acid, O,O-diethyl S-



(ethylthio), methyl ester.
298044 Disulfoton.



Phosphorodithioic acid, O,O-diethyl S-[2-
(ethylthio)ethyl]ester.



300765 Naled.
301042 Acetic acid, lead(2+) salt.



Lead acetate.
302012 Hydrazine.
303344 Lasiocarpine.



2-Butenoic acid, 2-methyl-, 7[[2,3-di-
hydroxy-2-(1-methoxyethyl)-3- methyl-1-
oxobutoxy]methyl]-2,3,5,7a-tetra-
hydro-1H-pyrrolizin-1-yl ester, [1S-
[1alpha(Z),7(2S*,3R*),7aalpha]]-.



305033 Benzenebutanoic acid, 4-[bis(2-
chloroethyl)amino]-.



Chlorambucil.
309002 Aldrin.



1,4,5,8-Dimethanonaphthalene, 1,2,3,4,10,10-
10-hexachloro-1, 4,4a,5,8,8a-hexahydro-
(1alpha,4
alpha,4abeta,5alpha,8alpha,8abeta)-.



311455 Diethyl-p-nitrophenyl phosphate.
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APPENDIX A TO § 302.4—SEQUENTIAL CAS
REGISTRY NUMBER LIST OF CERCLA HAZ-
ARDOUS SUBSTANCES—Continued



CASRN Hazardous substance



Phosphoric acid, diethyl 4-nitrophenyl ester.
315184 Mexacarbate.
319846 alpha—BHC.
319857 beta—BHC.
319868 delta—BHC.
329715 2,5-Dinitrophenol.
330541 Diuron.
333415 Diazinon.
353504 Carbon oxyfluoride.



Carbonic difluoride.
357573 Brucine.



Strychnidin-10-one, 2,3-dimethoxy-.
460195 Cyanogen.



Ethanedinitrile.
465736 Isodrin.



1,4,5,8-Dimethanonaphthalene, 1,2,3,4,10,10-
hexachloro-1,4,4a,5,8,8a-hexahydro (1alpha,
4alpha,4abeta,5beta,8beta,8abeta)-.



492808 Auramine.
Benzenamine, 4,4′-carbonimidoylbis



(N,N-dimethyl(N,N-D,methyl-)-.
494031 Chlornaphazine.



Naphthalenamine, N,N′-bis(2-chloro-
ethyl)-.



496720 Benzenediamine, ar-methyl-.
Toluenediamine.
2,4-Toluene diamine.



504245 4-Aminopyridine.
4-Pyridinamine.



504609 1-Methylbutadiene.
1,3-Pentadiene.



506616 Argentate(1-), bis(cyano-C)- ,potassium.
Potassium silver cyanide.



506649 Silver cyanide.
Silver cyanide Ag(CN).



506683 Cyanogen bromide.
Cyanogen bromide (CN)Br.



506774 Cyanogen chloride.
Cyanogen chloride (CN)Cl.



506876 Ammonium carbonate.
506967 Acetyl bromide.
509148 Methane, tetranitro-.



Tetranitromethane.
510156 Benzeneacetic acid, 4-chloro-α- (4-



chlorophenyl)-α-hydroxy-, ethyl ester.
Chlorobenzilate.



513495 sec-Butylamine.
528290 o-Dinitrobenzene.
534521 4,6-Dinitro-o-cresol, and salts.



Phenol, 2-methyl-4,6-dinitro-, & salts.
540738 Hydrazine, 1,2-dimethyl-.



1,2-Dimethylhydrazine.
540885 tert-Butyl acetate.
541093 Uranyl acetate.
541537 Dithiobiuret.



Thioimidodicarbonic diamide
[(H2N)C(S)]2NH.



541731 Benzene, 1,3-dichloro-.
m-Dichlorobenzene.
1,3-Dichlorobenzene.



542621 Barium cyanide.
542756 1-Propene, 1,3-dichloro-.



1,3-Dichloropropene.
542767 Propanenitrile, 3-chloro-.



3-Chloropropionitrile.
542881 Bis(chloromethyl)ether.



Dichloromethyl ether.
Methane, oxybis(chloro)-.



543908 Cadmium acetate.
544183 Cobaltous formate.



APPENDIX A TO § 302.4—SEQUENTIAL CAS
REGISTRY NUMBER LIST OF CERCLA HAZ-
ARDOUS SUBSTANCES—Continued



CASRN Hazardous substance



544923 Copper cyanide CuCN.
Copper cyanide.



554847 m-Nitrophenol.
557197 Nickel cyanide.



Nickel cyanide Ni(CN)2.
557211 Zinc cyanide.



Zinc cyanide Zn(CN)2.
557346 Zinc acetate.
557415 Zinc formate.
563122 Ethion.
563688 Acetic acid, thallium(1+) salt.



Thallium(I) acetate.
573568 2,6-Dinitrophenol.
584849 Benzene, 1,3-diisocyanatomethyl-.



Toluene diisocyanate.
2,4-Toluene diisocyanate.



591082 Acetamide, N-(aminothioxomethyl)-.
1-Acetyl-2-thiourea.



592018 Calcium cyanide.
Calcium cyanide Ca(CN)2.



592041 Mercuric cyanide.
592858 Mercuric thiocyanate.
592870 Lead thiocyanate.
594423 Methanesulfenyl chloride, trichloro-.



Trichloromethanesulfenyl chloride.
598312 Bromoacetone.



2-Propanone, 1-bromo-.
606202 Benzene, 1-methyl-1,3-dinitro-.



2,6-Dinitrotoluene.
608731 HEXACHLOROCYCLOHEXANE (all isomers).
608935 Benzene, pentachloro-.



Pentachlorobenzene.
609198 3,4,5-Trichlorophenol.
610399 3,4-Dinitrotoluene.
615532 Carbamic acid, methylnitroso-, ethyl ester.



N-Nitroso-N-methylurethane.
616239 n-,2,3 Dichloropropanol.
621647 Di-n-propylnitrosamine.



1-Propanamine, N-nitroso-N-propyl-.
624839 Methane, isocyanato-.



Methyl isocyanate.
625161 tert-Amyl acetate.
626380 sec-Amyl acetate.
628637 Amyl acetate.
628864 Fulminic acid, mercury(2+)salt.



Mercury fulminate.
630104 Selenourea.
630206 Ethane, 1,1,1,2-tetrachloro-.



1,1,1,2-Tetrachloroethane.
631618 Ammonium acetate.
636215 Benzenamine, 2-methyl-, hydrochloride.



o-Toluidine hydrochloride.
640197 Acetamide, 2-fluoro-.



Fluoroacetamide.
644644 Carbamic acid, dimethyl-,1-



[(dimethylamino)carbonyl]-5-methyl-1H-
pyrazol-3-yl ester (Dimetilan).



684935 N-Nitroso-N-methylurea.
Urea, N-methyl-N-nitroso.



692422 Arsine, diethyl-.
Diethylarsine.



696286 Arsonous dichloride, phenyl-.
Dichlorophenylarsine.



757584 Hexaethyl tetraphosphate.
Tetraphosphoric acid, hexaethyl ester.



759739 N-Nitroso-N-ethylurea.
Urea, N-ethyl-N-nitroso-.



764410 1,4-Dichloro-2-butene.
2-Butene, 1,4-dichloro-.



765344 Glycidylaldehyde.
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CASRN Hazardous substance



Oxiranecarboxyaldehyde.
815827 Cupric tartrate.
823405 Benzenediamine, ar-methyl-.



Toluenediamine.
2,4-Toluene diamine.



924163 N-Nitrosodi-n-butylamine.
1-Butanamine, N-butyl-N-nitroso-.



930552 N-Nitrosopyrrolidine.
Pyrrolidine, 1-nitroso-.



933755 2,3,6-Trichlorophenol.
933788 2,3,5-Trichlorophenol.
959988 alpha-Endosulfan.



1024573 Heptachlor epoxide.
1031078 Endosulfan sulfate.
1066304 Chromic acetate.
1066337 Ammonium bicarbonate.
1072351 Lead stearate.
1111780 Ammonium carbamate.
1116547 Ethanol, 2,2′-(nitrosoimino)bis-.



N-Nitrosodiethanolamine.
1120714 1,2-Oxathiolane, 2,2-dioxide.



1,3-Propane sultone.
1129415 Carbamic acid, methyl-, 3-methylphenyl ester



(Metolcarb).
1185575 Ferric ammonium citrate.
1194656 Dichlobenil.
1300716 Xylenol.
1303282 Arsenic oxide As2O5.



Arsenic pentoxide.
1303328 Arsenic disulfide.
1303339 Arsenic trisulfide.
1309644 Antimony trioxide.
1310583 Potassium hydroxide.
1310732 Sodium hydroxide.
1314325 Thallic oxide.



Thallium oxide Tl2O3.
1314621 Vanadium oxide V2O5.



Vanadium pentoxide.
1314803 Phosphorus pentasulfide.



Phosphorus sulfide.
Sulfur phosphide.



1314847 Zinc phosphide.
Zinc phosphide Zn3P2, when present at con-



centrations greater than 10%.
1314870 Lead sulfide.
1319728 2,4,5-T amines.
1319773 Cresol(s).



Cresylic acid.
Phenol, methyl-.



1320189 2,4-D Ester.
1321126 Nitrotoluene.
1327522 Arsenic acid.



Arsenic acid H3AsO4.
1327533 Arsenic oxide As2O3.



Arsenic trioxide.
1330207 Benzene, dimethyl.



Xylene (mixed).
1332076 Zinc borate.
1332214 Asbestos.
1333831 Sodium bifluoride.
1335326 Lead subacetate.



Lead, bis(acetato-O)tetrahydroxytri.
1336216 Ammonium hydroxide.
1336363 Aroclors.



PCBs.
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS.



1338234 Methyl ethyl ketone peroxide.
2-Butanone peroxide.



1338245 Naphthenic acid.
1341497 Ammonium bifluoride.



APPENDIX A TO § 302.4—SEQUENTIAL CAS
REGISTRY NUMBER LIST OF CERCLA HAZ-
ARDOUS SUBSTANCES—Continued



CASRN Hazardous substance



1464535 1,2:3,4-Diepoxybutane.
2,2′-Bioxirane.



1563388 7-Benzofuranol, 2,3-dihydro-2,2-dimethyl-
(Carbofuran phenol).



1563662 Carbofuran.
1615801 Hydrazine, 1,2-diethyl-.



N,N′-Diethylhydrazine.
1646884 Propanal, 2-methyl-2-(methylsulfonyl)-, O-



[(methylamino)carbonyl] oxime (Aldicarb
sulfone).



1746016 TCDD.
2,3,7,8-Tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin.



1762954 Ammonium thiocyanate.
1863634 Ammonium benzoate.
1888717 Hexachloropropene.



1-Propene, 1,1,2,3,3,3-hexachloro-.
1918009 Dicamba.
1928387 2,4-D Ester.
1928478 2,4,5-T esters.
1928616 2,4-D Ester.
1929733 2,4-D Ester.
2008460 2,4,5-T amines.
2032657 Mercaptodimethur.
2303164 Carbamothioic acid, bis(1-methylethyl)-,



S-(2,3-dichloro-2-propenyl) ester.
Diallate.



2303175 Carbamothioic acid, bis(1-methylethyl)-, S-
(2,3,3-trichloro-2-propenyl) ester (Triallate).



2312358 Propargite.
2545597 2,4,5-T esters.
2631370 Phenol, 3-methyl-5-(1-methylethyl)-, methyl car-



bamate (Promecarb).
2763964 Muscimol.



3(2H)-Isoxazolone, 5-(aminomethyl)-.
5-(Aminomethyl)-3-isoxazolol.



2764729 Diquat
2921882 Chlorpyrifos.
2944674 Ferric ammonium oxalate.
2971382 2,4-D Ester.
3012655 Ammonium citrate, dibasic.
3164292 Ammonium tartrate.
3165933 Benzenamine, 4-chloro-2-methyl-,



hydrochloride.
4-Chloro-o-toluidine, hydrochloride.



3251238 Cupric nitrate.
3288582 O,O-Diethyl S-methyl dithiophosphate.



Phosphorodithioic acid, O,O-diethyl
S-methyl ester.



3486359 Zinc carbonate.
3689245 Tetraethyldithiopyrophosphate.



Thiodiphosphoric acid, tetraethyl ester.
3813147 2,4,5-T amines.
4170303 Crotonaldehyde.



2-Butenal.
4549400 N-Nitrosomethylvinylamine.



Vinylamine, N-methyl-N-nitroso-.
5344821 Thiourea, (2-chlorophenyl)-.



1-(o-Chlorophenyl)thiourea.
5893663 Cupric oxalate.
5952261 Ethanol, 2,2’-oxybis-, dicarbamate (Diethylene



glycol, dicarbamate).
5972736 Ammonium oxalate.
6009707 Ammonium oxalate.
6369966 2,4,5-T amines.
6369977 2,4,5-T amines.
6533739 Carbonic acid, dithallium(1+) salt.



Thallium(I) carbonate.
7005723 4-Chlorophenyl phenyl ether.
7421934 Endrin aldehyde.
7428480 Lead stearate.
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CASRN Hazardous substance



7439921 Lead.
7439976 Mercury.
7440020 Nickel.
7440224 Silver.
7440235 Sodium.
7440280 Thallium.
7440360 Antimony.
7440382 Arsenic.
7440417 Beryllium powder.
7440439 Cadmium.
7440473 Chromium.
7440508 Copper.
7440666 Zinc.
7446084 Selenium dioxide.



Selenium oxide.
7446142 Lead sulfate.
7446186 Sulfuric acid, dithallium(1+) salt.



Thallium(I) sulfate.
7446277 Lead phosphate.



Phosphoric acid, lead(2+) salt (2:3).
7447394 Cupric chloride.
7488564 Selenium sulfide.



Selenium sulfide SeS2.
7558794 Sodium phosphate, dibasic.
7601549 Sodium phosphate, tribasic.
7631892 Sodium arsenate.
7631905 Sodium bisulfite.
7632000 Sodium nitrite.
7645252 Lead arsenate.
7646857 Zinc chloride.
7647010 Hydrochloric acid.



Hydrogen chloride.
7647189 Antimony pentachloride.
7664382 Phosphoric acid.
7664393 Hydrofluoric acid.



Hydrogen fluoride.
7664417 Ammonia.
7664939 Sulfuric acid.
7681494 Sodium fluoride.
7681529 Sodium hypochlorite.
7697372 Nitric acid.
7699458 Zinc bromide.
7705080 Ferric chloride.
7718549 Nickel chloride.
7719122 Phosphorus trichloride.
7720787 Ferrous sulfate.
7722647 Potassium permanganate.
7723140 Phosphorus.
7733020 Zinc sulfate.
7738945 Chromic acid.
7758294 Sodium phosphate, tribasic.
7758943 Ferrous chloride.
7758954 Lead chloride.
7758987 Cupric sulfate.
7761888 Silver nitrate.
7773060 Ammonium sulfamate.
7775113 Sodium chromate.
7778394 Arsenic acid.



Arsenic acid H3As04.
7778441 Calcium arsenate.
7778509 Potassium bichromate.
7778543 Calcium hypochlorite.
7779864 Zinc hydrosulfite.
7779886 Zinc nitrate.
7782414 Fluorine.
7782492 Selenium.
7782505 Chlorine.
7782630 Ferrous sulfate.
7782823 Sodium selenite.
7782867 Mercurous nitrate.



APPENDIX A TO § 302.4—SEQUENTIAL CAS
REGISTRY NUMBER LIST OF CERCLA HAZ-
ARDOUS SUBSTANCES—Continued



CASRN Hazardous substance



7783008 Selenious acid.
7783064 Hydrogen sulfide.



Hydrogen sulfide H2S.
7783359 Mercuric sulfate.
7783462 Lead fluoride.
7783495 Zinc fluoride.
7783508 Ferric fluoride.
7783564 Antimony trifluoride.
7784341 Arsenic trichloride.
7784409 Lead arsenate.
7784410 Potassium arsenate.
7784465 Sodium arsenite.
7785844 Sodium phosphate, tribasic.
7786347 Mevinphos.
7786814 Nickel sulfate.
7787475 Beryllium chloride.
7787497 Beryllium fluoride.
7787555 Beryllium nitrate.
7788989 Ammonium chromate.
7789006 Potassium chromate.
7789062 Strontium chromate.
7789095 Ammonium bichromate.
7789426 Cadmium bromide.
7789437 Cobaltous bromide.
7789619 Antimony tribromide.
7790945 Chlorosulfonic acid.
7791120 Thallium chloride TlCl.



Thallium(I) chloride.
7803512 Hydrogen phosphide.



Phosphine.
7803556 Ammonium vanadate.



Vanadic acid, ammonium salt.
8001352 Camphene, octachloro-.



Chlorinated camphene.
Toxaphene.



8001589 Creosote.
8003198 Dichloropropane—Dichloropropene (mixture).
8003347 Pyrethrins.
8014957 Sulfuric acid.



10022705 Sodium hypochlorite.
10025873 Phosphorus oxychloride.
10025919 Antimony trichloride.
10026116 Zirconium tetrachloride.
10028225 Ferric sulfate.
10031591 Sulfuric acid, dithallium(1+) salt.



Thallium(I) sulfate.
10039324 Sodium phosphate, dibasic.
10043013 Aluminum sulfate.
10045893 Ferrous ammonium sulfate.
10045940 Mercuric nitrate.
10049055 Chromous chloride.
10099748 Lead nitrate.
10101538 Chromic sulfate.
10101630 Lead iodide.
10101890 Sodium phosphate, tribasic.
10102064 Uranyl nitrate.
10102188 Sodium selenite.
10102439 Nitric oxide.



Nitrogen oxide NO.
10102440 Nitrogen dioxide.



Nitrogen oxide NO2.
10102451 Nitric acid, thallium(1+) salt.



Thallium(I) nitrate.
10102484 Lead arsenate.
10108642 Cadmium chloride.
10124502 Potassium arsenite.
10124568 Sodium phosphate, tribasic.
10140655 Sodium phosphate, dibasic.
10192300 Ammonium bisulfite.
10196040 Ammonium sulfite.
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CASRN Hazardous substance



10361894 Sodium phosphate, tribasic.
10380297 Cupric sulfate, ammoniated.
10415755 Mercurous nitrate.
10421484 Ferric nitrate.
10544726 Nitrogen dioxide.



Nitrogen oxide NO2.
10588019 Sodium bichromate.
10605217 Carbamic acid, 1H-benzimidazol-2-yl, methyl



ester (Carbendazim).
11096825 Aroclor 1260.



Aroclors.
PCBs.
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS.



11097691 Aroclor 1254.
Aroclors.
PCBs
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS.



11104282 Aroclor 1221.
Aroclors.
PCBs.
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS.



11115745 Chromic acid.
11141165 Aroclor 1232.



Aroclors.
PCBs.
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS.



12002038 Cupric acetoarsenite.
12039520 Selenious acid, dithallium(1+) salt.



Thallium selenite.
12054487 Nickel hydroxide.
12125018 Ammonium fluoride.
12125029 Ammonium chloride.
12135761 Ammonium sulfide.
12672296 Aroclor 1248.



Aroclors.
PCBs.
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS.



12674112 Aroclor 1016.
Aroclors.
PCBs.
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS.



12771083 Sulfur monochloride.
13463393 Nickel carbonyl.



Nickel carbonyl Ni(CO)4, (T-4)-.
13560991 2,4,5-T salts.
13597994 Beryllium nitrate.
13746899 Zirconium nitrate.
13765190 Calcium chromate.



Chromic acid H2CrO4, calcium salt.
13814965 Lead fluoborate.
13826830 Ammonium fluoborate.
13952846 sec-Butylamine.
14017415 Cobaltous sulfamate.
14216752 Nickel nitrate.
14258492 Ammonium oxalate.
14307358 Lithium chromate.
14307438 Ammonium tartrate.
14639975 Zinc ammonium chloride.
14639986 Zinc ammonium chloride.
14644612 Zirconium sulfate.
15339363 Manganese, bis(dimethylcarbamodithioato-S,S’)-



(Manganese dimethyldithiocarbamate).
15699180 Nickel ammonium sulfate.
15739807 Lead sulfate.
15950660 2,3,4-Trichlorophenol.
16721805 Sodium hydrosulfide.
16752775 Ethanimidothioic acid, N-[[(methyl-



amino)carbonyl] oxy]-, methyl
ester.



Methomyl.



APPENDIX A TO § 302.4—SEQUENTIAL CAS
REGISTRY NUMBER LIST OF CERCLA HAZ-
ARDOUS SUBSTANCES—Continued



CASRN Hazardous substance



16871719 Zinc silicofluoride.
16919190 Ammonium silicofluoride.
16923958 Zirconium potassium fluoride.
17702577 Methanimidamide, N,N-dimethyl-N’-[2-methyl-4-



[[(methylamino)carbonyl]oxy]phenyl]-
(Formparanate).



17804352 Carbamic acid, [1-[(butylamino)carbonyl]-1H-
benzimidazol-2-yl, methyl ester (Benomyl).



18883664 D-Glucose, 2-deoxy-2-[[(methylnitrosoamino)-
carbonyl]amino]-.



Glucopyranose, 2-deoxy-2-(3-methyl-3-
nitrosoureido)-.



Streptozotocin.
20816120 Osmium oxide OsO4 (T-4)-.



Osmium tetroxide.
20830813 Daunomycin.



5,12-Naphthacenedione, 8-acetyl-10-[3-amino-
2,3,6-trideoxy-alpha-
L-lyxo-hexopyranosyl)oxy]-7,8,9,10-
tetrahydro-6,8,11-trihydroxy-1-methoxy-,(8S-
cis)-.



20859738 Aluminum phosphide.
22781233 1,3-Benzodioxol-4-ol, 2,2-dimethyl-, methyl car-



bamate (Bendiocarb).
22961826 1,3-Benzodioxol-4-ol, 2,2-dimethyl-, (Bendiocarb



phenol).
23135220 Ethanimidothioc acid, 2-(dimethylamino)-N-



[[(methylamino)carbonyl]oxy]-2-oxo-, methyl
ester (Oxamyl).



23422539 Methanimidamide, N,N-dimethyl-N’-[3-
[[(methylamino)carbonyl]oxy]phenyl]-,
monohydrochloride (Formetanate hydro-
chloride).



23564058 Carbamic acid, [1,2-
phenylenebis(iminocarbonothioyl)]bis-, di-
methyl ester (Thiophanate-methyl).



23950585 Benzamide, 3,5-dichloro-N-(1,1- dimethyl-2-
propynyl)-.



Pronamide.
25154545 Dinitrobenzene (mixed).
25154556 Nitrophenol (mixed).
25155300 Sodium dodecylbenzenesulfonate.
25167822 Trichlorophenol.
25168154 2,4,5-T esters.
25168267 2,4-D Ester.
25321146 Dinitrotoluene.
25321226 Dichlorobenzene.
25376458 Benzenediamine, ar-methyl-.



Toluenediamine.
2,4-Toluene diamine.



25550587 Dinitrophenol.
26264062 Calcium dodecylbenzenesulfonate.
26419738 1,3-Dithiolane-2-carboxaldehyde, 2,4-dimethyl-,



O-[(methylamino)carbonyl]oxime (Tirpate).
26471625 Benzene, 1,3-diisocyanatomethyl-.



Toluene diisocyanate.
2,4-Toluene diisocyanate.



26628228 Sodium azide.
26638197 Dichloropropane.
26952238 Dichloropropene.
27176870 Dodecylbenzenesulfonic acid.
27323417 Triethanolamine dodecylbenzene sulfonate.
27774136 Vanadyl sulfate.
28300745 Antimony potassium tartrate.
30525894 Paraformaldehyde.
30558431 Ethanimidothioic acid, 2-(dimethylamino)-N-hy-



droxy-2-oxo-, methyl ester (A2213).
32534955 2,4,5-TP esters.
33213659 beta - Endosulfan.
36478769 Uranyl nitrate.
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CASRN Hazardous substance



37211055 Nickel chloride.
39196184 Thiofanox



2-Butanone, 3,3-dimethyl-1-(methyl-
thio)-, O[(methylamino)carbonyl]
oxime.



42504461 Isopropanolamine dodecylbenzenesulfonate.
52628258 Zinc ammonium chloride.
52652592 Lead stearate.
52740166 Calcium arsenite.
52888809 Carbamothioic acid, dipropyl-, S-(phenylmethyl)



ester (Prosulfocarb).
53467111 2,4-D Ester.
53469219 Aroclor 1242



Aroclors.
PCBs.
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS.



55285148 Carbamic acid, [(dibutylamino)thio]methyl-, 2,3-
dihydro-2,2-dimethyl-7-benzofuranyl ester
(Carbosulfan).



55488874 Ferric ammonium oxalate.
56189094 Lead stearate.
59669260 Ethanimidothioic acid, N,N’-



[thiobis[(methylimino)carbonyloxy]]bis-, di-
methyl ester (Thiodicarb).



61792072 2,4,5-T esters.



APPENDIX B TO § 302.4—RADIONUCLIDES



Radionuclide Atomic
Number Final RQ Ci (Bq)



Radionuclides@ ........................ .............. 1& (3.7E 10)
Actinium-224 ............................ 89 100 (3.7E 12)
Actinium-225 ............................ 89 1 (3.7E 10)
Actinium-226 ............................ 89 10 (3.7E 11)
Actinium-227 ............................ 89 0.001 (3.7E 7)
Actinium-228 ............................ 89 10 (3.7E 11)
Aluminum-26 ........................... 13 10 (3.7E 11)
Americium-237 ......................... 95 1000 (3.7E 13)
Americium-238 ......................... 95 100 (3.7E 12)
Americium-239 ......................... 95 100 (3.7E 12)
Americium-240 ......................... 95 10 (3.7E 11)
Americium-241 ......................... 95 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Americium-242m ...................... 95 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Americium-242 ......................... 95 100 (3.7E 12)
Americium-243 ......................... 95 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Americium-244m ...................... 95 1000 (3.7E 13)
Americium-244 ......................... 95 10 (3.7E 11)
Americium-245 ......................... 95 1000 (3.7E 13)
Americium-246m ...................... 95 1000 (3.7E 13)
Americium-246 ......................... 95 1000 (3.7E 13)
Antimony-115 .......................... 51 1000 (3.7E 13)
Antimony-116m ....................... 51 100 (3.7E 12)
Antimony-116 .......................... 51 1000 (3.7E 13)
Antimony-117 .......................... 51 1000 (3.7E 13)
Antimony-118m ....................... 51 10 (3.7E 11)
Antimony-119 .......................... 51 1000 (3.7E 13)
Antimony-120 (16 min) ........... 51 1000 (3.7E 13)
Antimony-120 (5.76 day) ........ 51 10 (3.7E 11)
Antimony-122 .......................... 51 10 (3.7E 11)
Antimony-124m ....................... 51 1000 (3.7E 13)
Antimony-124 .......................... 51 10 (3.7E 11)
Antimony-125 .......................... 51 10 (3.7E 11)
Antimony-126m ....................... 51 1000 (3.7E 13)
Antimony-126 .......................... 51 10 (3.7E 11)
Antimony-127 .......................... 51 10 (3.7E 11)
Antimony-128 (10.4 min) ........ 51 1000 (3.7E 13)
Antimony-128 (9.01 hr) ........... 51 10 (3.7E 11)
Antimony-129 .......................... 51 100 (3.7E 12)



APPENDIX B TO § 302.4—RADIONUCLIDES—
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Radionuclide Atomic
Number Final RQ Ci (Bq)



Antimony-130 .......................... 51 100 (3.7E 12)
Antimony-131 .......................... 51 1000 (3.7E 13)
Argon-39 .................................. 18 1000 (3.7E 13)
Argon-41 .................................. 18 10 (3.7E 11)
Arsenic-69 ............................... 33 1000 (3.7E 13)
Arsenic-70 ............................... 33 100 (3.7E 12)
Arsenic-71 ............................... 33 100 (3.7E 12)
Arsenic-72 ............................... 33 10 (3.7E 11)
Arsenic-73 ............................... 33 100 (3.7E 12)
Arsenic-74 ............................... 33 10 (3.7E 11)
Arsenic-76 ............................... 33 100 (3.7E 12)
Arsenic-77 ............................... 33 1000 (3.7E 13)
Arsenic-78 ............................... 33 100 (3.7E 12)
Astatine-207 ............................ 85 100 (3.7E 12)
Astatine-211 ............................ 85 100 (3.7E 12)
Barium-126 .............................. 56 1000 (3.7E 13)
Barium-128 .............................. 56 10 (3.7E 11)
Barium-131m ........................... 56 1000 (3.7E 13)
Barium-131 .............................. 56 10 (3.7E 11)
Barium-133m ........................... 56 100 (3.7E 12)
Barium-133 .............................. 56 10 (3.7E 11)
Barium-135m ........................... 56 1000 (3.7E 13)
Barium-139 .............................. 56 1000 (3.7E 13)
Barium-140 .............................. 56 10 (3.7E 11)
Barium-141 .............................. 56 1000 (3.7E 13)
Barium-142 .............................. 56 1000 (3.7E 13)
Berkelium-245 .......................... 97 100 (3.7E 12)
Berkelium-246 .......................... 97 10 (3.7E 11)
Berkelium-247 .......................... 97 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Berkelium-249 .......................... 97 1 (3.7E 10)
Berkelium-250 .......................... 97 100 (3.7E 12)
Beryllium-7 ............................... 4 100 (3.7E 12)
Beryllium-10 ............................. 4 1 (3.7E 10)
Bismuth-200 ............................ 83 100 (3.7E 12)
Bismuth-201 ............................ 83 100 (3.7E 12)
Bismuth-202 ............................ 83 1000 (3.7E 13)
Bismuth-203 ............................ 83 10 (3.7E 11)
Bismuth-205 ............................ 83 10 (3.7E 11)
Bismuth-206 ............................ 83 10 (3.7E 11)
Bismuth-207 ............................ 83 10 (3.7E 11)
Bismuth-210m .......................... 83 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Bismuth-210 ............................ 83 10 (3.7E 11)
Bismuth-212 ............................ 83 100 (3.7E 12)
Bismuth-213 ............................ 83 100 (3.7E 12)
Bismuth-214 ............................ 83 100 (3.7E 12)
Bromine-74m ........................... 35 100 (3.7E 12)
Bromine-74 .............................. 35 100 (3.7E 12)
Bromine-75 .............................. 35 100 (3.7E 12)
Bromine-76 .............................. 35 10 (3.7E 11)
Bromine-77 .............................. 35 100 (3.7E 12)
Bromine-80m ........................... 35 1000 (3.7E 13)
Bromine-80 .............................. 35 1000 (3.7E 13)
Bromine-82 .............................. 35 10 (3.7E 11)
Bromine-83 .............................. 35 1000 (3.7E 13)
Bromine-84 .............................. 35 100 (3.7E 12)
Cadmium-104 .......................... 48 1000 (3.7E 13)
Cadmium-107 .......................... 48 1000 (3.7E 13)
Cadmium-109 .......................... 48 1 (3.7E 10)
Cadmium-113m ....................... 48 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Cadmium-113 .......................... 48 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Cadmium-115m ....................... 48 10 (3.7E 11)
Cadmium-115 .......................... 48 100 (3.7E 12)
Cadmium-117m ....................... 48 10 (3.7E 11)
Cadmium-117 .......................... 48 100 (3.7E 12)
Calcium-41 ............................... 20 10 (3.7E 11)
Calcium-45 ............................... 20 10 (3.7E 11)
Calcium-47 ............................... 20 10 (3.7E 11)
Californium-244 ....................... 98 1000 (3.7E 13)
Californium-246 ....................... 98 10 (3.7E 11)
Californium-248 ....................... 98 0.1 (3.7E 9)
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Californium-249 ....................... 98 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Californium-250 ....................... 98 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Californium-251 ....................... 98 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Californium-252 ....................... 98 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Californium-253 ....................... 98 10 (3.7E 11)
Californium-254 ....................... 98 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Carbon-11 ................................ 6 1000 (3.7E 13)
Carbon-14 ................................ 6 10 (3.7E 11)
Cerium-134 .............................. 58 10 (3.7E 11)
Cerium-135 .............................. 58 10 (3.7E 11)
Cerium-137m ........................... 58 100 (3.7E 12)
Cerium-137 .............................. 58 1000 (3.7E 13)
Cerium-139 .............................. 58 100 (3.7E 12)
Cerium-141 .............................. 58 10 (3.7E 11)
Cerium-143 .............................. 58 100 (3.7E 12)
Cerium-144 .............................. 58 1 (3.7E 10)
Cesium-125 ............................. 55 1000 (3.7E 13)
Cesium-127 ............................. 55 100 (3.7E 12)
Cesium-129 ............................. 55 100 (3.7E 12)
Cesium-130 ............................. 55 1000 (3.7E 13)
Cesium-131 ............................. 55 1000 (3.7E 13)
Cesium-132 ............................. 55 10 (3.7E 11)
Cesium-134m .......................... 55 1000 (3.7E 13)
Cesium-134 ............................. 55 1 (3.7E 10)
Cesium-135m .......................... 55 100 (3.7E 12)
Cesium-135 ............................. 55 10 (3.7E 11)
Cesium-136 ............................. 55 10 (3.7E 11)
Cesium-137 ............................. 55 1 (3.7E 10)
Cesium-138 ............................. 55 100 (3.7E 12)
Chlorine-36 .............................. 17 10 (3.7E 11)
Chlorine-38 .............................. 17 100 (3.7E 12)
Chlorine-39 .............................. 17 100 (3.7E 12)
Chromium-48 ........................... 24 100 (3.7E 12)
Chromium-49 ........................... 24 1000 (3.7E 13)
Chromium-51 ........................... 24 1000 (3.7E 13)
Cobalt-55 ................................. 27 10 (3.7E 11)
Cobalt-56 ................................. 27 10 (3.7E 11)
Cobalt-57 ................................. 27 100 (3.7E 12)
Cobalt-58m .............................. 27 1000 (3.7E 13)
Cobalt-58 ................................. 27 10 (3.7E 11)
Cobalt-60m .............................. 27 1000 (3.7E 13)
Cobalt-60 ................................. 27 10 (3.7E 11)
Cobalt-61 ................................. 27 1000 (3.7E 13)
Cobalt-62m .............................. 27 1000 (3.7E 13)
Copper-60 ................................ 29 100 (3.7E 12)
Copper-61 ................................ 29 100 (3.7E 12)
Copper-64 ................................ 29 1000 (3.7E 13)
Copper-67 ................................ 29 100 (3.7E 12)
Curium-238 .............................. 96 1000 (3.7E 13)
Curium-240 .............................. 96 1 (3.7E 10)
Curium-241 .............................. 96 10 (3.7E 11)
Curium-242 .............................. 96 1 (3.7E 10)
Curium-243 .............................. 96 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Curium-244 .............................. 96 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Curium-245 .............................. 96 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Curium-246 .............................. 96 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Curium-247 .............................. 96 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Curium-248 .............................. 96 0.001 (3.7E 7)
Curium-249 .............................. 96 1000 (3.7E 13)
Dysprosium-155 ....................... 66 100 (3.7E 12)
Dysprosium-157 ....................... 66 100 (3.7E 12)
Dysprosium-159 ....................... 66 100 (3.7E 12)
Dysprosium-165 ....................... 66 1000 (3.7E 13)
Dysprosium-166 ....................... 66 10 (3.7E 11)
Einsteinium-250 ....................... 99 10 (3.7E 11)
Einsteinium-251 ....................... 99 1000 (3.7E 13)
Einsteinium-253 ....................... 99 10 (3.7E 11)
Einsteinium-254m .................... 99 1 (3.7E 10)
Einsteinium-254 ....................... 99 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Erbium-161 .............................. 68 100 (3.7E 12)
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Erbium-165 .............................. 68 1000 (3.7E 13)
Erbium-169 .............................. 68 100 (3.7E 12)
Erbium-171 .............................. 68 100 (3.7E 12)
Erbium-172 .............................. 68 10 (3.7E 11)
Europium-145 .......................... 63 10 (3.7E 11)
Europium-146 .......................... 63 10 (3.7E 11)
Europium-147 .......................... 63 10 (3.7E 11)
Europium-148 .......................... 63 10 (3.7E 11)
Europium-149 .......................... 63 100 (3.7E 12)
Europium-150 (12.6 hr) .......... 63 1000 (3.7E 13)
Europium-150 (34.2 yr) ........... 63 10 (3.7E 11)
Europium-152m ....................... 63 100 (3.7E 12)
Europium-152 .......................... 63 10 (3.7E 11)
Europium-154 .......................... 63 10 (3.7E 11)
Europium-155 .......................... 63 10 (3.7E 11)
Europium-156 .......................... 63 10 (3.7E 11)
Europium-157 .......................... 63 10 (3.7E 11)
Europium-158 .......................... 63 1000 (3.7E 13)
Fermium-252 ........................... 100 10 (3.7E 11)
Fermium-253 ........................... 100 10 (3.7E 11)
Fermium-254 ........................... 100 100 (3.7E 12)
Fermium-255 ........................... 100 100 (3.7E 12)
Fermium-257 ........................... 100 1 (3.7E 10)
Fluorine-18 .............................. 9 1000 (3.7E 13)
Francium-222 .......................... 87 100 (3.7E 12)
Francium-223 .......................... 87 100 (3.7E 12)
Gadolinium-145 ....................... 64 100 (3.7E 12)
Gadolinium-146 ....................... 64 10 (3.7E 11)
Gadolinium-147 ....................... 64 10 (3.7E 11)
Gadolinium-148 ....................... 64 0.001 (3.7E7)
Gadolinium-149 ....................... 64 100 (3.7E 12)
Gadolinium-151 ....................... 64 100 (3.7E 12)
Gadolinium-152 ....................... 64 0.001 (3.7E 7)
Gadolinium-153 ....................... 64 10 (3.7E 11)
Gadolinium-159 ....................... 64 1000 (3.7E 13)
Gallium-65 ............................... 31 1000 (3.7E 13)
Gallium-66 ............................... 31 10 (3.7E 11)
Gallium-67 ............................... 31 100 (3.7E 12)
Gallium-68 ............................... 31 1000 (3.7E 13)
Gallium-70 ............................... 31 1000 (3.7E 13)
Gallium-72 ............................... 31 10 (3.7E 11)
Gallium-73 ............................... 31 100 (3.7E 12)
Germanium-66 ......................... 32 100 (3.7E 12)
Germanium-67 ......................... 32 1000 (3.7E 13)
Germanium-68 ......................... 32 10 (3.7E 11)
Germanium-69 ......................... 32 10 (3.7E 11)
Germanium-71 ......................... 32 1000 (3.7E 13)
Germanium-75 ......................... 32 1000 (3.7E 13)
Germanium-77 ......................... 32 10 (3.7E 11)
Germanium-78 ......................... 32 1000 (3.7E 13)
Gold-193 .................................. 79 100 (3.7E 12)
Gold-194 .................................. 79 10 (3.7E 11)
Gold-195 .................................. 79 100 (3.7E 12)
Gold-198m ............................... 79 10 (3.7E 11)
Gold-198 .................................. 79 100 (3.7E 12)
Gold-199 .................................. 79 100 (3.7E 12)
Gold-200m ............................... 79 10 (3.7E 11)
Gold-200 .................................. 79 1000 (3.7E 13)
Gold-201 .................................. 79 1000 (3.7E 13)
Hafnium-170 ............................ 72 100 (3.7E 12)
Hafnium-172 ............................ 72 1 (3.7E 10)
Hafnium-173 ............................ 72 100 (3.7E 12)
Hafnium-175 ............................ 72 100 (3.7E 12)
Hafnium-177m ......................... 72 1000 (3.7E 13)
Hafnium-178m ......................... 72 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Hafnium-179m ......................... 72 100 (3.7E 12)
Hafnium-180m ......................... 72 100 (3.7E 12)
Hafnium-181 ............................ 72 10 (3.7E 11)
Hafnium-182m ......................... 72 100 (3.7E 12)
Hafnium-182 ............................ 72 0.1 (3.7E 9)
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Hafnium-183 ............................ 72 100 (3.7E 12)
Hafnium-184 ............................ 72 100 (3.7E 12)
Holmium-155 ........................... 67 1000 (3.7E 13)
Holmium-157 ........................... 67 1000 (3.7E 13)
Holmium-159 ........................... 67 1000 (3.7E 13)
Holmium-161 ........................... 67 1000 (3.7E 13)
Holmium-162m ........................ 67 1000 (3.7E 13)
Holmium-162 ........................... 67 1000 (3.7E 13)
Holmium-164m ........................ 67 1000 (3.7E 13)
Holmium-164 ........................... 67 1000 (3.7E 13)
Holmium-166m ........................ 67 1 (3.7E 10)
Holmium-166 ........................... 67 100 (3.7E 12)
Holmium-167 ........................... 67 100 (3.7E 12)
Hydrogen-3 .............................. 1 100 (3.7E 12)
Indium-109 ............................... 49 100 (3.7E 12)
Indium-110 (69.1 min) ............. 49 100 (3.7E 12)
Indium-110 (4.9 hr) .................. 49 10 (3.7E 11)
Indium-111 ............................... 49 100 (3.7E 12)
Indium-112 ............................... 49 1000 (3.7E 13)
Indium-113m ............................ 49 1000 (3.7E 13)
Indium-114m ............................ 49 10 (3.7E 11)
Indium-115m ............................ 49 100 (3.7E 12)
Indium-115 ............................... 49 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Indium-116m ............................ 49 100 (3.7E 12)
Indium-117m ............................ 49 100 (3.7E 12)
Indium-117 ............................... 49 1000 (3.7E 13)
Indium-119m ............................ 49 1000 (3.7E 13)
Iodine-120m ............................. 53 100 (3.7E 12)
Iodine-120 ................................ 53 10 (3.7E 11)
Iodine-121 ................................ 53 100 (3.7E 12)
Iodine-123 ................................ 53 10 (3.7E 11)
Iodine-124 ................................ 53 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Iodine-125 ................................ 53 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Iodine-126 ................................ 53 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Iodine-128 ................................ 53 1000 (3.7E 13)
Iodine-129 ................................ 53 0.001 (3.7E 7)
Iodine-130 ................................ 53 1 (3.7E 10)
Iodine-131 ................................ 53 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Iodine-132m ............................. 53 10 (3.7E 11)
Iodine-132 ................................ 53 10 (3.7E 11)
Iodine-133 ................................ 53 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Iodine-134 ................................ 53 100 (3.7E 12)
Iodine-135 ................................ 53 10 (3.7E 11)
Iridium-182 ............................... 77 1000 (3.7E 13)
Iridium-184 ............................... 77 100 (3.7E 12)
Iridium-185 ............................... 77 100 (3.7E 12)
Iridium-186 ............................... 77 10 (3.7E 11)
Iridium-187 ............................... 77 100 (3.7E 12)
Iridium-188 ............................... 77 10 (3.7E 11)
Iridium-189 ............................... 77 100 (3.7E 12)
Iridium-190m ............................ 77 1000 (3.7E 13)
Iridium-190 ............................... 77 10 (3.7E 11)
Iridium-192m ............................ 77 100 (3.7E 12)
Iridium-192 ............................... 77 10 (3.7E 11)
Iridium-194m ............................ 77 10 (3.7E 11)
Iridium-194 ............................... 77 100 (3.7E 12)
Iridium-195m ............................ 77 100 (3.7E 12)
Iridium-195 ............................... 77 1000 (3.7E 13)
Iron-52 ..................................... 26 100 (3.7E 12)
Iron-55 ..................................... 26 100 (3.7E 12)
Iron-59 ..................................... 26 10 (3.7E 11)
Iron-60 ..................................... 26 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Krypton-74 ............................... 36 10 (3.7E 11)
Krypton-76 ............................... 36 10 (3.7E 11)
Krypton-77 ............................... 36 10 (3.7E 11)
Krypton-79 ............................... 36 100 (3.7E 12)
Krypton-81 ............................... 36 1000 (3.7E 13)
Krypton-83m ............................ 36 1000 (3.7E 13)
Krypton-85m ............................ 36 100 (3.7E 12)
Krypton-85 ............................... 36 1000 (3.7E 13)
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Krypton-87 ............................... 36 10 (3.7E 11)
Krypton-88 ............................... 36 10 (3.7E 11)
Lanthanum-131 ....................... 57 1000 (3.7E 13)
Lanthanum-132 ....................... 57 100 (3.7E 12)
Lanthanum-135 ....................... 57 1000 (3.7E 13)
Lanthanum-137 ....................... 57 10 (3.7E 11)
Lanthanum-138 ....................... 57 1 (3.7E 10)
Lanthanum-140 ....................... 57 10 (3.7E 11)
Lanthanum-141 ....................... 57 1000 (3.7E 13)
Lanthanum-142 ....................... 57 100 (3.7E 12)
Lanthanum-143 ....................... 57 1000 (3.7E 13)
Lead-195m .............................. 82 1000 (3.7E 13)
Lead-198 ................................. 82 100 (3.7E 12)
Lead-199 ................................. 82 100 (3.7E 12)
Lead-200 ................................. 82 100 (3.7E 12)
Lead-201 ................................. 82 100 (3.7E 12)
Lead-202m .............................. 82 10 (3.7E 11)
Lead-202 ................................. 82 1 (3.7E 10)
Lead-203 ................................. 82 100 (3.7E 12)
Lead-205 ................................. 82 100 (3.7E 12)
Lead-209 ................................. 82 1000 (3.7E 13)
Lead-210 ................................. 82 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Lead-211 ................................. 82 100 (3.7E 12)
Lead-212 ................................. 82 10 (3.7E 11)
Lead-214 ................................. 82 100 (3.7E 12)
Lutetium-169 ............................ 71 10 (3.7E 11)
Lutetium-170 ............................ 71 10 (3.7E 11)
Lutetium-171 ............................ 71 10 (3.7E 11)
Lutetium-172 ............................ 71 10 (3.7E 11)
Lutetium-173 ............................ 71 100 (3.7E 12)
Lutetium-174m ......................... 71 10 (3.7E 11)
Lutetium-174 ............................ 71 10 (3.7E 11)
Lutetium-176m ......................... 71 1000 (3.7E 13)
Lutetium-176 ............................ 71 1 (3.7E 10)
Lutetium-177m ......................... 71 10 (3.7E 11)
Lutetium-177 ............................ 71 100 (3.7E 12)
Lutetium-178m ......................... 71 1000 (3.7E 13)
Lutetium-178 ............................ 71 1000 (3.7E 13)
Lutetium-179 ............................ 71 1000 (3.7E 13)
Magnesium-28 ......................... 12 10 (3.7E 11)
Manganese-51 ......................... 25 1000 (3.7E 13)
Manganese-52m ...................... 25 1000 (3.7E 13)
Manganese-52 ......................... 25 10 (3.7E 11)
Manganese-53 ......................... 25 1000 (3.7E 13)
Manganese-54 ......................... 25 10 (3.7E 11)
Manganese-56 ......................... 25 100 (3.7E 12)
Mendelevium-257 .................... 101 100 (3.7E 12)
Mendelevium-258 .................... 101 1 (3.7E 10)
Mercury-193m .......................... 80 10 (3.7E 11)
Mercury-193 ............................ 80 100 (3.7E 12)
Mercury-194 ............................ 80 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Mercury-195m .......................... 80 100 (3.7E 12)
Mercury-195 ............................ 80 100 (3.7E 12)
Mercury-197m .......................... 80 1000 (3.7E 13)
Mercury-197 ............................ 80 1000 (3.7E 13)
Mercury-199m .......................... 80 1000 (3.7E 13)
Mercury-203 ............................ 80 10 (3.7E 11)
Molybdenum-90 ....................... 42 100 (3.7E 12)
Molybdenum-93m .................... 42 10 (3.7E 11)
Molybdenum-93 ....................... 42 100 (3.7E 12)
Molybdenum-99 ....................... 42 100 (3.7E 12)
Molybdenum-101 ..................... 42 1000 (3.7E 13)
Neodymium-136 ...................... 60 1000 (3.7E 13)
Neodymium-138 ...................... 60 1000 (3.7E 13)
Neodymium-139m ................... 60 100 (3.7E 12)
Neodymium-139 ...................... 60 1000 (3.7E 13)
Neodymium-141 ...................... 60 1000 (3.7E 13)
Neodymium-147 ...................... 60 10 (3.7E 11)
Neodymium-149 ...................... 60 100 (3.7E 12)
Neodymium-151 ...................... 60 1000 (3.7E 13)
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Neptunium-232 ........................ 93 1000 (3.7E 13)
Neptunium-233 ........................ 93 1000 (3.7E 13)
Neptunium-234 ........................ 93 10 (3.7E 11)
Neptunium-235 ........................ 93 1000 (3.7E 13)
Neptunium-236 (1.2 E 5 yr) .... 93 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Neptunium-236 (22.5 hr) ........ 93 100 (3.7E 12)
Neptunium-237 ........................ 93 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Neptunium-238 ........................ 93 10 (3.7E 11)
Neptunium-239 ........................ 93 100 (3.7E 12)
Neptunium-240 ........................ 93 100 (3.7E 12)
Nickel-56 .................................. 28 10 (3.7E 11)
Nickel-57 .................................. 28 10 (3.7E 11)
Nickel-59 .................................. 28 100 (3.7E 12)
Nickel-63 .................................. 28 100 (3.7E 12)
Nickel-65 .................................. 28 100 (3.7E 12)
Nickel-66 .................................. 28 10 (3.7E 11)
Niobium-88 .............................. 41 100 (3.7E 12)
Niobium-89 (66 min) ................ 41 100 (3.7E 12)
Niobium-89 (122 min) .............. 41 100 (3.7E 12)
Niobium-90 .............................. 41 10 (3.7E 11)
Niobium-93m ........................... 41 100 (3.7E 12)
Niobium-94 .............................. 41 10 (3.7E 11)
Niobium-95m ........................... 41 100 (3.7E 12)
Niobium-95 .............................. 41 10 (3.7E 11)
Niobium-96 .............................. 41 10 (3.7E 11)
Niobium-97 .............................. 41 100 (3.7E 12)
Niobium-98 .............................. 41 1000 (3.7E 13)
Osmium-180 ............................ 76 1000 (3.7E 13)
Osmium-181 ............................ 76 100 (3.7E 12)
Osmium-182 ............................ 76 100 (3.7E 12)
Osmium-185 ............................ 76 10 (3.7E 11)
Osmium-189m ......................... 76 1000 (3.7E 13)
Osmium-191m ......................... 76 1000 (3.7E 13)
Osmium-191 ............................ 76 100 (3.7E 12)
Osmium-193 ............................ 76 100 (3.7E 12)
Osmium-194 ............................ 76 1 (3.7E 10)
Palladium-100 .......................... 46 100 (3.7E 12)
Palladium-101 .......................... 46 100 (3.7E 12)
Palladium-103 .......................... 46 100 (3.7E 12)
Palladium-107 .......................... 46 100 (3.7E 12)
Palladium-109 .......................... 46 1000 (3.7E 13)
Phosphorus-32 ........................ 15 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Phosphorus-33 ........................ 15 1 (3.7E 10)
Platinum-186 ........................... 78 100 (3.7E 12)
Platinum-188 ........................... 78 100 (3.7E 12)
Platinum-189 ........................... 78 100 (3.7E 12)
Platinum-191 ........................... 78 100 (3.7E 12)
Platinum-193m ........................ 78 100 (3.7E 12)
Platinum-193 ........................... 78 1000 (3.7E 13)
Platinum-195m ........................ 78 100 (3.7E 12)
Platinum-197m ........................ 78 1000 (3.7E 13)
Platinum-197 ........................... 78 1000 (3.7E 13)
Platinum-199 ........................... 78 1000 (3.7E 13)
Platinum-200 ........................... 78 100 (3.7E 12)
Plutonium-234 ......................... 94 1000 (3.7E 13)
Plutonium-235 ......................... 94 1000 (3.7E 13)
Plutonium-236 ......................... 94 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Plutonium-237 ......................... 94 1000 (3.7E 13)
Plutonium-238 ......................... 94 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Plutonium-239 ......................... 94 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Plutonium-240 ......................... 94 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Plutonium-241 ......................... 94 1 (3.7E 10)
Plutonium-242 ......................... 94 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Plutonium-243 ......................... 94 1000 (3.7E 13)
Plutonium-244 ......................... 94 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Plutonium-245 ......................... 94 100 (3.7E 12)
Polonium-203 .......................... 84 100 (3.7E 12)
Polonium-205 .......................... 84 100 (3.7E 12)
Polonium-207 .......................... 84 10 (3.7E 11)
Polonium-210 .......................... 84 0.01 (3.7E 8)
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Potassium-40 ........................... 19 1 (3.7E 10)
Potassium-42 ........................... 19 100 (3.7E 12)
Potassium-43 ........................... 19 10 (3.7E 11)
Potassium-44 ........................... 19 100 (3.7E 12)
Potassium-45 ........................... 19 1000 (3.7E 13)
Praseodymium-136 .................. 59 1000 (3.7E 13)
Praseodymium-137 .................. 59 1000 (3.7E 13)
Praseodymium-138m ............... 59 100 (3.7E 12)
Praseodymium-139 .................. 59 1000 (3.7E 13)
Praseodymium-142m ............... 59 1000 (3.7E 13)
Praseodymium-142 .................. 59 100 (3.7E 12)
Praseodymium-143 .................. 59 10 (3.7E 11)
Praseodymium-144 .................. 59 1000 (3.7E 13)
Praseodymium-145 .................. 59 1000 (3.7E 13)
Praseodymium-147 .................. 59 1000 (3.7E 13)
Promethium-141 ...................... 61 1000 (3.7E 13)
Promethium-143 ...................... 61 100 (3.7E 12)
Promethium-144 ...................... 61 10 (3.7E 11)
Promethium-145 ...................... 61 100 (3.7E 12)
Promethium-146 ...................... 61 10 (3.7E 11)
Promethium-147 ...................... 61 10 (3.7E 11)
Promethium-148m ................... 61 10 (3.7E 11)
Promethium-148 ...................... 61 10 (3.7E 11)
Promethium-149 ...................... 61 100 (3.7E 12)
Promethium-150 ...................... 61 100 (3.7E 12)
Promethium-151 ...................... 61 100 (3.7E 12)
Protactinium-227 ..................... 91 100 (3.7E 12)
Protactinium-228 ..................... 91 10 (3.7E 11)
Protactinium-230 ..................... 91 10 (3.7E 11)
Protactinium-231 ..................... 91 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Protactinium-232 ..................... 91 10 (3.7E 11)
Protactinium-233 ..................... 91 100 (3.7E 12)
Protactinium-234 ..................... 91 10 (3.7E 11)
Radium-223 ............................. 88 1 (3.7E 10)
Radium-224 ............................. 88 10 (3.7E 11)
Radium-225 ............................. 88 1 (3.7E 10)
Radium-226Φ .......................... 88 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Radium-227 ............................. 88 1000 (3.7E 13)
Radium-228 ............................. 88 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Radon-220 ............................... 86 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Radon-222 ............................... 86 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Rhenium-177 ........................... 75 1000 (3.7E 13)
Rhenium-178 ........................... 75 1000 (3.7E 13)
Rhenium-181 ........................... 75 100 (3.7E 12)
Rhenium-182 (12.7 hr) ........... 75 10 (3.7E 11)
Rhenium-182 (64.0 hr) ........... 75 10 (3.7E 11)
Rhenium-184m ........................ 75 10 (3.7E 11)
Rhenium-184 ........................... 75 10 (3.7E 11)
Rhenium-186m ........................ 75 10 (3.7E 11)
Rhenium-186 ........................... 75 100 (3.7E 12)
Rhenium-187 ........................... 75 1000 (3.7E 13)
Rhenium-188m ........................ 75 1000 (3.7E 13)
Rhenium-188 ........................... 75 1000 (3.7E 13)
Rhenium-189 ........................... 75 1000 (3.7E 13)
Rhodium-99m .......................... 45 100 (3.7E 12)
Rhodium-99 ............................. 45 10 (3.7E 11)
Rhodium-100 ........................... 45 10 (3.7E 11)
Rhodium-101m ........................ 45 100 (3.7E 12)
Rhodium-101 ........................... 45 10 (3.7E 11)
Rhodium-102m ........................ 45 10 (3.7E 11)
Rhodium-102 ........................... 45 10 (3.7E 11)
Rhodium-103m ........................ 45 1000 (3.7E 13)
Rhodium-105 ........................... 45 100 (3.7E 12)
Rhodium-106m ........................ 45 10 (3.7E 11)
Rhodium-107 ........................... 45 1000 (3.7E 13)
Rubidium-79 ............................ 37 1000 (3.7E 13)
Rubidium-81m ......................... 37 1000 (3.7E 13)
Rubidium-81 ............................ 37 100 (3.7E 12)
Rubidium-82m ......................... 37 10 (3.7E 11)
Rubidium-83 ............................ 37 10 (3.7E 11)
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Rubidium-84 ............................ 37 10 (3.7E 11)
Rubidium-86 ............................ 37 10 (3.7E 11)
Rubidium-88 ............................ 37 1000 (3.7E 13)
Rubidium-89 ............................ 37 1000 (3.7E 13)
Rubidium-87 ............................ 37 10 (3.7E 11)
Ruthenium-94 .......................... 44 1000 (3.7E 13)
Ruthenium-97 .......................... 44 100 (3.7E 12)
Ruthenium-103 ........................ 44 10 (3.7E 11)
Ruthenium-105 ........................ 44 100 (3.7E 12)
Ruthenium-106 ........................ 44 1 (3.7E 10)
Samarium-141m ...................... 62 1000 (3.7E 13)
Samarium-141 ......................... 62 1000 (3.7E 13)
Samarium-142 ......................... 62 1000 (3.7E 13)
Samarium-145 ......................... 62 100 (3.7E 12)
Samarium-146 ......................... 62 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Samarium-147 ......................... 62 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Samarium-151 ......................... 62 10 (3.7E 11)
Samarium-153 ......................... 62 100 (3.7E 12)
Samarium-155 ......................... 62 1000 (3.7E 13)
Samarium-156 ......................... 62 100 (3.7E 12)
Scandium-43 ........................... 21 1000 (3.7E 13)
Scandium-44m ........................ 21 10 (3.7E 11)
Scandium-44 ........................... 21 100 (3.7E 12)
Scandium-46 ........................... 21 10 (3.7E 11)
Scandium-47 ........................... 21 100 (3.7E 12)
Scandium-48 ........................... 21 10 (3.7E 11)
Scandium-49 ........................... 21 1000 (3.7E 13)
Selenium-70 ............................ 34 1000 (3.7E 13)
Selenium-73m .......................... 34 100 (3.7E 12)
Selenium-73 ............................ 34 10 (3.7E 11)
Selenium-75 ............................ 34 10 (3.7E 11)
Selenium-79 ............................ 34 10 (3.7E 11)
Selenium-81m .......................... 34 1000 (3.7E 13)
Selenium-81 ............................ 34 1000 (3.7E 13)
Selenium-83 ............................ 34 1000 (3.7E 13)
Silicon-31 ................................. 14 1000 (3.7E 13)
Silicon-32 ................................. 14 1 (3.7E 10)
Silver-102 ................................ 47 100 (3.7E 12)
Silver-103 ................................ 47 1000 (3.7E 13)
Silver-104m ............................. 47 1000 (3.7E 13)
Silver-104 ................................ 47 1000 (3.7E 13)
Silver-105 ................................ 47 10 (3.7E 11)
Silver-106m ............................. 47 10 (3.7E 11)
Silver-106 ................................ 47 1000 (3.7E 13)
Silver-108m ............................. 47 10 (3.7E 11)
Silver-110m ............................. 47 10 (3.7E 11)
Silver-111 ................................ 47 10 (3.7E 11)
Silver-112 ................................ 47 100 (3.7E 12)
Silver-115 ................................ 47 1000 (3.7E 13)
Sodium-22 ............................... 11 10 (3.7E 11)
Sodium-24 ............................... 11 10 (3.7E 11)
Strontium-80 ............................ 38 100 (3.7E 12)
Strontium-81 ............................ 38 1000 (3.7E 13)
Strontium-83 ............................ 38 100 (3.7E 12)
Strontium-85m ......................... 38 1000 (3.7E 13)
Strontium-85 ............................ 38 10 (3.7E 11)
Strontium-87m ......................... 38 100 (3.7E 12)
Strontium-89 ............................ 38 10 (3.7E 11)
Strontium-90 ............................ 38 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Strontium-91 ............................ 38 10 (3.7E 11)
Strontium-92 ............................ 38 100 (3.7E 12)
Sulfur-35 .................................. 16 1 (3.7E 10)
Tantalum-172 .......................... 73 100 (3.7E 12)
Tantalum-173 .......................... 73 100 (3.7E 12)
Tantalum-174 .......................... 73 100 (3.7E 12)
Tantalum-175 .......................... 73 100 (3.7E 12)
Tantalum-176 .......................... 73 10 (3.7E 11)
Tantalum-177 .......................... 73 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tantalum-178 .......................... 73 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tantalum-179 .......................... 73 1000 (3.7E 13)
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Tantalum-180m ....................... 73 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tantalum-180 .......................... 73 100 (3.7E 12)
Tantalum-182m ....................... 73 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tantalum-182 .......................... 73 10 (3.7E 11)
Tantalum-183 .......................... 73 100 (3.7E 12)
Tantalum-184 .......................... 73 10 (3.7E 11)
Tantalum-185 .......................... 73 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tantalum-186 .......................... 73 1000 (3.7E 13)
Technetium-93m ...................... 43 1000 (3.7E 13)
Technetium-93 ......................... 43 100 (3.7E 12)
Technetium-94m ...................... 43 100 (3.7E 12)
Technetium-94 ......................... 43 10 (3.7E 11)
Technetium-96m ...................... 43 1000 (3.7E 13)
Technetium-96 ......................... 43 10 (3.7E 11)
Technetium-97m ...................... 43 100 (3.7E 12)
Technetium-97 ......................... 43 100 (3.7E 12)
Technetium-98 ......................... 43 10 (3.7E 11)
Technetium-99m ...................... 43 100 (3.7E 12)
Technetium-99 ......................... 43 10 (3.7E 11)
Technetium-101 ....................... 43 1000 (3.7E 13)
Technetium-104 ....................... 43 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tellurium-116 ........................... 52 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tellurium-121m ........................ 52 10 (3.7E 11)
Tellurium-121 ........................... 52 10 (3.7E 11)
Tellurium-123m ........................ 52 10 (3.7E 11)
Tellurium-123 ........................... 52 10 (3.7E 11)
Tellurium-125m ........................ 52 10 (3.7E 11)
Tellurium-127m ........................ 52 10 (3.7E 11)
Tellurium-127 ........................... 52 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tellurium-129m ........................ 52 10 (3.7E 11)
Tellurium-129 ........................... 52 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tellurium-131m ........................ 52 10 (3.7E 11)
Tellurium-131 ........................... 52 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tellurium-132 ........................... 52 10 (3.7E 11)
Tellurium-133m ........................ 52 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tellurium-133 ........................... 52 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tellurium-134 ........................... 52 1000 (3.7E 13)
Terbium-147 ............................ 65 100 (3.7E 12)
Terbium-149 ............................ 65 100 (3.7E 12)
Terbium-150 ............................ 65 100 (3.7E 12)
Terbium-151 ............................ 65 10 (3.7E 11)
Terbium-153 ............................ 65 100 (3.7E 12)
Terbium-154 ............................ 65 10 (3.7E 11)
Terbium-155 ............................ 65 100 (3.7E 12)
Terbium-156m (5.0 hr) ........... 65 1000 (3.7E 13)
Terbium-156m (24.4 hr) .......... 65 1000 (3.7E 13)
Terbium-156 ............................ 65 10 (3.7E 11)
Terbium-157 ............................ 65 100 (3.7E 12)
Terbium-158 ............................ 65 10 (3.7E 11)
Terbium-160 ............................ 65 10 (3.7E 11)
Terbium-161 ............................ 65 100 (3.7E 12)
Thallium-194m ......................... 81 100 (3.7E 12)
Thallium-194 ............................ 81 1000 (3.7E 13)
Thallium-195 ............................ 81 100 (3.7E 12)
Thallium-197 ............................ 81 100 (3.7E 12)
Thallium-198m ......................... 81 100 (3.7E 12)
Thallium-198 ............................ 81 10 (3.7E 11)
Thallium-199 ............................ 81 100 (3.7E 12)
Thallium-200 ............................ 81 10 (3.7E 11)
Thallium-201 ............................ 81 1000 (3.7E 13)
Thallium-202 ............................ 81 10 (3.7E 11)
Thallium-204 ............................ 81 10 (3.7E 11)
Thorium-226 ............................ 90 100 (3.7E 12)
Thorium-227 ............................ 90 1 (3.7E 10)
Thorium-228 ............................ 90 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Thorium-229 ............................ 90 0.001 (3.7E 7)
Thorium-230 ............................ 90 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Thorium-231 ............................ 90 100 (3.7E 12)
Thorium-232Φ .......................... 90 0.001 (3.7E 7)
Thorium-234 ............................ 90 100 (3.7E 12)
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Radionuclide Atomic
Number Final RQ Ci (Bq)



Thulium-162 ............................. 69 1000 (3.7E 13)
Thulium-166 ............................. 69 10 (3.7E 11)
Thulium-167 ............................. 69 100 (3.7E 12)
Thulium-170 ............................. 69 10 (3.7E 11)
Thulium-171 ............................. 69 100 (3.7E 12)
Thulium-172 ............................. 69 100 (3.7E 12)
Thulium-173 ............................. 69 100 (3.7E 12)
Thulium-175 ............................. 69 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tin-110 .................................... 50 100 (3.7E 12)
Tin-111 .................................... 50 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tin-113 .................................... 50 10 (3.7E 11)
Tin-117m ................................. 50 100 (3.7E 12)
Tin-119m ................................. 50 10 (3.7E 11)
Tin-121m ................................. 50 10 (3.7E 11)
Tin-121 .................................... 50 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tin-123m ................................. 50 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tin-123 .................................... 50 10 (3.7E 11)
Tin-125 .................................... 50 10 (3.7E 11)
Tin-126 .................................... 50 1 (3.7E 10)
Tin-127 .................................... 50 100 (3.7E 12)
Tin-128 .................................... 50 1000 (3.7E 13)
Titanium-44 .............................. 22 1 (3.7E 10)
Titanium-45 .............................. 22 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tungsten-176 .......................... 74 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tungsten-177 .......................... 74 100 (3.7E 12)
Tungsten-178 .......................... 74 100 (3.7E 12)
Tungsten-179 .......................... 74 1000 (3.7E 13)
Tungsten-181 .......................... 74 100 (3.7E 12)
Tungsten-185 .......................... 74 10 (3.7E 11)
Tungsten-187 .......................... 74 100 (3.7E 12)
Tungsten-188 .......................... 74 10 (3.7E 11)
Uranium-230 ............................ 92 1 (3.7E 10)
Uranium-231 ............................ 92 1000 (3.7E 13)
Uranium-232 ............................ 92 0.01 (3.7E 8)
Uranium-233 ............................ 92 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Uranium-234φ .......................... 92 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Uranium-235φ .......................... 92 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Uranium-236 ............................ 92 0.1 (3.7E 9)
Uranium-237 ............................ 92 100 (3.7E 12)
Uranium-238φ .......................... 92 0.1& (3.7E 9)
Uranium-239 ............................ 92 1000 (3.7E 13)
Uranium-240 ............................ 92 1000 (3.7E 13)
Vanadium-47 ........................... 23 1000 (3.7E 13)
Vanadium-48 ........................... 23 10 (3.7E 11)
Vanadium-49 ........................... 23 1000 (3.7E 13)
Xenon-120 ............................... 54 100 (3.7E 12)
Xenon-121 ............................... 54 10 (3.7E 11)
Xenon-122 ............................... 54 100 (3.7E 12)
Xenon-123 ............................... 54 10 (3.7E 11)
Xenon-125 ............................... 54 100 (3.7E 12)
Xenon-127 ............................... 54 100 (3.7E 12)
Xenon-129m ............................ 54 1000 (3.7E 13)
Xenon-131m ............................ 54 1000 (3.7E 13)
Xenon-133m ............................ 54 1000 (3.7E 13)
Xenon-133 ............................... 54 1000 (3.7E 13)
Xenon-135m ............................ 54 10 (3.7E 11)
Xenon-135 ............................... 54 100 (3.7E 12)
Xenon-138 ............................... 54 10 (3.7E 11)
Ytterbium-162 .......................... 70 1000 (3.7E 13)
Ytterbium-166 .......................... 70 10 (3.7E 11)
Ytterbium-167 .......................... 70 1000 (3.7E 13)
Ytterbium-169 .......................... 70 10 (3.7E 11)
Ytterbium-175 .......................... 70 100 (3.7E 12)
Ytterbium-177 .......................... 70 1000 (3.7E 13)
Ytterbium-178 .......................... 70 1000 (3.7E 13)
Yttrium-86m ............................. 39 1000 (3.7E 13)
Yttrium-86 ................................ 39 10 (3.7E 11)
Yttrium-87 ................................ 39 10 (3.7E 11)
Yttrium-88 ................................ 39 10 (3.7E 11)
Yttrium-90m ............................. 39 100 (3.7E 12)



APPENDIX B TO § 302.4—RADIONUCLIDES—
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Radionuclide Atomic
Number Final RQ Ci (Bq)



Yttrium-90 ................................ 39 10 (3.7E 11)
Yttrium-91m ............................. 39 1000 (3.7E 13)
Yttrium-91 ................................ 39 10 (3.7E 11)
Yttrium-92 ................................ 39 100 (3.7E 12)
Yttrium-93 ................................ 39 100 (3.7E 12)
Yttrium-94 ................................ 39 1000 (3.7E 13)
Yttrium-95 ................................ 39 1000 (3.7E 13)
Zinc-62 ..................................... 30 100 (3.7E 12)
Zinc-63 ..................................... 30 1000 (3.7E 13)
Zinc-65 ..................................... 30 10 (3.7E 11)
Zinc-69m .................................. 30 100 (3.7E 12)
Zinc-69 ..................................... 30 1000 (3.7E 13)
Zinc-71m .................................. 30 100 (3.7E 12)
Zinc-72 ..................................... 30 100 (3.7E 12)
Zirconium-86 ............................ 40 100 (3.7E 12)
Zirconium-88 ............................ 40 10 (3.7E 11)
Zirconium-89 ............................ 40 100 (3.7E 12)
Zirconium-93 ............................ 40 1 (3.7E 10)
Zirconium-95 ............................ 40 10 (3.7E 11)
Zirconium-97 ............................ 40 10 (3.7E 11)



Ci—Curie. The curie represents a rate of radioactive decay.
One curie is the quantity of any radioactive nuclide which un-
dergoes 3.7E 10 disintegrations per second.



Bq—Becquerel. The becquerel represents a rate of radio-
active decay. One becquerel is the quantity of any radioactive
nuclide which undergoes one disintegration per second. One
curie is equal to 3.7E 10 becquerel.



@—Final RQs for all radionuclides apply to chemical com-
pounds containing the radionuclides and elemental forms re-
gardless of the diameter of pieces of solid material.



&—The adjusted RQ of one curie applies to all radio-
nuclides not otherwise listed. Whenever the RQs in table
302.4 and this appendix to the table are in conflict, the lowest
RQ shall apply. For example, uranyl acetate and uranyl nitrate
have adjusted RQs shown in table 302.4 of 100 pounds,
equivalent to about one-tenth the RQ level for uranium-238
listed in this appendix.



E—Exponent to the base 10. For example, 1.3E 2 is equal
to 130 while 1.3E 3 is equal to 1300.



m—Signifies a nuclear isomer which is a radionuclide in a
higher energy metastable state relative to the parent isotope.



φ—Notification requirements for releases of mixtures or so-
lutions of radionuclides can be found in § 302.6(b) of this rule.
Final RQs for the following four common radionuclide mixtures
are provided: radium-226 in secular equilibrium with its daugh-
ters (0.053 curie); natural uranium (0.1 curie); natural uranium
in secular equilibrium with its daughters (0.052 curie); and
natural thorium in secular equilibrium with its daughters (0.011
curie).



[54 FR 33449, Aug. 14, 1989]



EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 302.4, see the List of CFR
Sections Affected, which appears in the
Finding Aids section of the printed volume
and on GPO Access.



§ 302.5 Determination of reportable
quantities.



(a) Listed hazardous substances. The
quantity listed in the column ‘‘Final
RQ’’ for each substance in table 302.4,
or in appendix B to table 302.4, is the
reportable quantity (RQ) for that sub-
stance. The RQs in table 302.4 are in
units of pounds based on chemical tox-
icity, while the RQs in appendix B to
table 302.4 are in units of curies based
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Sent: Monday, March 14, 2016 10:08 AM
To: Gerber, Linda <Gerber.Linda@epa.gov>
Cc: Miller, Mallory <Miller.Mallory@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: question about new fuel additive
 
Hi Linda,
 
I have a question (below) from Rick Strickfaden in GA.  He would like to know if we have any
information on what Afton OTR 8843 G is, and whether it is regulated.  Someone in GA is switching
from Ultrazol (or Lubrizol) to this product.  We know that Ultrazol is more than 50% xylene, and is
regulated as haz.  I am guessing that it is likely this product would have a similar chemical makeup
and should be regulated as haz as well – however, neither Rick or I can find any information other
than the product sheet below.  
 
https://www.aftonchemical.com/Solutions/FuelAdd/AutoPerf/Documents/OTR8843G_PDS.pdf
 
I looked it up in Chemwatch.net, where you can find almost all SDS sheet for products (and is how
we educated ourselves about what is in Ultrazol) but this particular product from Afton is not in the
system yet.
 
Have you guys heard of it yet?  I’m not sure what company is making the switch and that’s my next
question for Rick. I know Costco uses USTs at some sites to add Ultrazol to gas USTs during fuel
drops. Haven’t run across any other companies that do that but could imagine some truck stops
might. 
 
Thanks for any insight on how to search for this or any info you guys might have on this product. 
 
 
Aaryn Jones
Environmental Scientist
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
61 Forsyth St, S.W.
Atlanta, GA 30303
(404) 562-8969
jones.aaryn@epa.gov
 
 
 
 
 


From: Strickfaden, Richard [mailto:Richard.Strickfaden@dnr.ga.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 1:09 PM
To: Jones, Aaryn <Jones.Aaryn@epa.gov>
Subject: question about new fuel additive
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What the heck is Afton OTR 8843 G? It’s a diesel additive and we have looked it up but cannot find
anywhere what is in it. So, we do not know if it is a regulated substance or not.   We just
encountered it for the first time today.
 
The story behind it is they are switching an Ultrazol (spelling?) tank to this new stuff.  We know
Ultrazol is regulated but we have never heard of this new stuff and what we find online does not tell
us what its chemical makeup is.
 
Maybe you fed folks might have heard of it as you are omnipresent and all knowing.  : )








From: McChesney, Dennis
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: RE: Puerto Rico MTBE lawsuit - FYI
Date: Monday, September 09, 2013 2:08:22 PM


Past contamination – this has been ongoing for some time.
 
Dennis J. McChesney, Ph.D., MBA
Team Leader
UST Team
U.S. EPA Region 2
290 Broadway
New York, NY 10007-1866
Voice  (212) 637- 4232
Fax      (212) 637- 4211
 
From: Barolo, Mark 
Sent: Monday, September 09, 2013 1:49 PM
To: McChesney, Dennis
Subject: FW: Puerto Rico MTBE lawsuit - FYI
 
Is Puerto Rico still using MTBE?  Or is this based on past contamination?
 


From: Hoskinson, Carolyn 
Sent: Friday, September 06, 2013 11:49 AM
To: Barolo, Mark; Anderson, Will; Worley, Ray; Gerber, Linda; Kwan, ChoYi; Grimm-Crawford, Barbara
Subject: Puerto Rico MTBE lawsuit - FYI
 
Enforcement
Puerto Rico Sues Petroleum, Chemical
Industry Over Alleged MTBE Contamination
 
By Anthony Adragna
Puerto Rico has filed a lawsuit in federal court claiming more than 60 petroleum and chemical companies and subsidiaries contaminated
drinking water and groundwater through releases of methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE), a gasoline additive, in violation of the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act and storage tank regulations (Commonwealth of Puerto Rico v. Shell Oil Co., D.P.R., No. 13-01678,
9/4/13).
In the Sept. 4 filing, Puerto Rico asked the U.S. district Court for the District of Puerto Rico to require the companies to remediate damaged
water supplies and fund water testing and future monitoring.
The complaint said the petroleum industry's use of MTBE has “created an unparalleled threat to the waters of the Commonwealth that are sources
for public and private drinking water supplies.”
It further said MTBE will continue to pose a “grave” risk to Puerto Rico's waters through the storage, purchase, and use of gasoline.
MTBE was added to gasoline by refiners and suppliers to meet federally mandated requirements under the 1990 amendments to the Clean Air
Act for certain cities, towns, and municipalities with severe and above ozone levels.
Among the dozens of companies, predecessors, successors, parents, subsidiaries, affiliates, divisions, and agents named in the lawsuit are
ExxonMobil Corp., Hess Corp., Texaco Petroleum Inc., Chevron Corp., Shell Oil Co., Sunoco Inc., Citgo Petroleum Corp., Lyondell Chemical
Co., and TCP Group Inc.
Violated Underground Storage Tank Regulations
According to the complaint, the companies violated Puerto Rico's underground storage tank regulations, which have been incorporated by
reference in federal regulations at 40 C.F.R. Part 282, Appendix A.
The commonwealth is seeking an order requiring the companies to investigate, repair, and close when necessary all storage tanks that are leaking
MTBE or pose a significant risk of leaking MTBE to prevent contamination of soils, waters, and other natural resources.
Puerto Rico is seeking an additional order requiring the companies to remediate all soils, waters, and other natural resources to remove all
detectable concentrations of MTBE that leaked from underground storage tanks.
The complaint said the disposal and storage of MTBE and other potentially hazardous substances endangers human health and the environment.
“Defendants' conduct is reprehensible, despicable, and was performed to promote sales of MTBE and/or gasoline containing MTBE in conscious
disregard of the known risks of injury to health and property,” the complaint said.
Additional counts in the complaint refer to unjust enrichment, defective design and failure to warn, public nuisance, trespass, and negligence.
Latest MTBE Legal Battle
MTBE has been the source of protracted legal battles throughout the United States. In July, a federal appeals court upheld a $104.7 million
damage award against ExxonMobil for polluting the water of New York City with the gasoline additive (In re Methyl Tertiary Butyl
Ether (MTBE) Prod. Liability Litig., 2d Cir., Nos. 10-4135, 10-4329, 7/26/13; 145 DEN A-8, 7/29/13).
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In April, a federal jury awarded the state of New Hampshire $236 million after finding that the additive in gasoline sold by ExxonMobil
contaminated state waters (New Hampshire v. Hess Corp., N.H. Sup. Ct., No. 03-C-0550, 4/9/13; 69 DEN A-18, 4/10/13).
According to EPA, some research animals developed cancers or other noncancerous health effects when they inhaled high concentrations of
MTBE, but independent expert review groups have not concluded the additive poses any imminent risk to human health.
For More Information
The complaint in Commonwealth of Puerto Rico v. Shell Oil is available at http://op.bna.com/env.nsf/r?Open=aada-9b9rmn.
 
 


From: BNA Highlights [mailto:bhighlig@bna.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 05, 2013 10:22 PM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Subject: Sep. 6 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report
 


Manage your email subscriptions
Email not displaying correctly? View publication in your browser.


Daily Environment Report


Latest News BNA Insights PDF Issue Search Full Publication


Friday, September 6, 2013 · Number 173


The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you by EPA
Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted and should not be
forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have any questions or no longer
wish to receive these messages, please contact Shari Clayman at
clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-566-2370.


NEWS


Air Pollution
Beijing Targets Coal-Fired Power, Heavy
Industry, Older Vehicles in Action Plan
SHENZHEN, China—Beijing has adopted an action plan that calls
for restrictions on coal-fired power plants, heavily polluting
industries, and motor vehicle use in hopes of reversing its
worsening air pollution problems over the next...
 
Air Pollution
D.C. Circuit Had No Authority to Consider Key
Cross-State Arguments, Supreme Court Told
A federal appeals court that struck down the Cross-State Air
Pollution Rule did not have the authority to consider key
arguments, the Environmental Protection Agency told the U.S.
Supreme Court in a brief (EPA v. EME Homer City Generation
LP,...
 
Climate Change
Advances in Remote Sensing Will Improve
Climate Prediction Data, Scientist Says
STOCKHOLM—A lack of relevant data will "cease to be a limiting
factor" in predicting climate events such as drought and flood, a
U.S. climate scientist told Bloomberg BNA at the World Water
Week conference Sept. 5....
 
Climate Change
McCarthy, Moniz Agree to Testify



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=AGENCY&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:144

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=STATE&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:145

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=TRIBUNAL&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:146

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=INTL-ORGANIZATION&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:147

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=INTL-ORGANIZATION&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:147

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=FEDERAL-STATUTE&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:148

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/cases_issue.adp?prod=deln&emc=delnepa:deln:149

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=71E4E149CA3328C4FBE11241AFBB5D1B&type=list&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:150

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=96A258FD31AE6BBB6F9AFF3F81EED4E7&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:151

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=3637FF265BC704F6BE77A5FD1B1B5D33&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:152

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=5865B176E7BD6A0404F5B7770EF854B2&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:153

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/pdf_archive.adp?group_name=DENPDF&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:154

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?fedfid=36214713&fname=a0d7e4d8f8&vname=dennotallissues

http://op.bna.com/env.nsf/r?Open=aada-9b9rmn

mailto:bhighlig@bna.com

http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup?emc=delnepa:deln:101

http://news.bna.com/deln/?emc=delnepa:deln:102

mailto:clayman.shari@epa.gov

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1H1H5H1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:110

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1H1H5H1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:110

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1H0Q5E5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:111

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1H0Q5E5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:111

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1G9Q5P9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:112

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1G9Q5P9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:112

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1H0R7G7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:113





At House Hearing on Obama's Climate Plan
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy
and Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz will testify Sept. 18 at a
House hearing on President Obama's climate change plan, a
committee aide told Bloomberg BNA Sept. 5....
 
Climate Change
Rehearing Deadline Extended in Permit Case
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit has
granted requests made by the State of Texas and power industry
groups to extend the deadline to petition for rehearing in
litigation challenging the Environmental Protection...
 
Drilling
Fracking Boom Straining Water Supplies,
But Information Lacking, Researcher Says
STOCKHOLM—The boom in hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, is
one of a number of factors that puts an increasing strain on local
water resources across the world, a Swedish researcher told
Bloomberg BNA Sept. 5....
 
Drilling
States Best Positioned to Regulate
Fracking, Western Governors Tell BLM
DENVER—States are best positioned to regulate oil and gas
development, the Western Governors' Association said in a Sept.
5 statement about the Bureau of Land Management's recently
reproposed rule governing hydraulic fracturing...
 
Emissions Trading
EU-ICAO Deal Would Apply Emissions Trading
Only to Parts of Flights Over European Area
PARIS—European Commission aviation negotiators agreed Sept. 4
in Montreal that the European Union will curtail the reach of its
carbon dioxide cap-and-trade framework to apply only to portions
of flights over its territory, according...
 
Endangered Species
Court Gives Wildlife Service Three Years
To Redesignate Habitat for Marbled Murrelet
A federal court ruled Sept. 5 that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service will have three years to complete a new designation of
critical habitat in the Pacific Northwest for a seabird, the marbled
murrelet (Am. Forest Res. Council v. Ashe, D.D.C.,...
 
Energy
Corn Crop, RIN Prices Show Renewable
Fuel Law Working, Ethanol Groups Say
Promising corn crop forecasts and plummeting renewable fuel
credit prices undermine the oil industry's push to repeal the
renewable fuel standard, ethanol groups said Sept. 5. ...
 
Energy
CRS Report Says 16 Energy Tax Breaks
To Expire in 2013 Unless Congress Acts
Several major tax credits related to energy are set to expire at
the end of 2013 unless Congress moves to extend them, the
Congressional Research Service said in a report released Sept.
4....
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Energy
Dominion Wins Bidding for Ocean Parcel
Off Virginia Coast to Develop Wind Farm
Dominion Virginia Power has won the bidding to lease a 176-
square-mile ocean parcel off the coast of Virginia and announced
plans to construct a wind farm there able to generate up to 2,000
megawatts of electricity....
 
Energy
Energy Efficiency Bill Estimated to Save
$13.7 Billion Annually, Create 164,000 Jobs
Energy efficiency legislation slated for Senate consideration
following the summer congressional recess would save $13.7
billion annually, avoid 533 million metric tons of carbon dioxide
emissions, and create 164,000 jobs by 2030, according...
 
Energy
U.N. Studies Impacts of Domestic Content
Requirements in Renewable Energy Policies
ST. PETERSBURG, Russia—The U.N. Commission on Trade and
Development is seeking the input of the renewable energy
industry in its evaluation of the economic and environmental
effectiveness of local content requirements proliferating...
 
Energy
Vitter Questions Whether Administration
Pressured FERC Chairman to Back EPA Rules
Sen. David Vitter (R-La.) said in a Sept. 5 letter that he believes
the heads of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and the
Environmental Protection Agency have colluded to downplay the
impact of new environmental regulations on the...
 
Enforcement
Puerto Rico Sues Petroleum, Chemical
Industry Over Alleged MTBE Contamination
Puerto Rico has filed a lawsuit in federal court claiming more than
60 petroleum and chemical companies and subsidiaries
contaminated drinking water and groundwater through releases
of methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE), a gasoline additive,...
 
EPA
Former EPA Administrator, Other Officials
To Testify Sept. 10 at Transparency Hearing
Former Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa
Jackson, along with former officials from the White House and
Energy Department, will testify Sept. 10 at a House Oversight
and Government Reform Committee hearing on government...
 
Hazmat Transport
PHMSA Seeks Comment on Boosting Safety
Of New, Existing Freight Rail Tank Cars
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration is
considering whether to tighten safety standards for freight rail
cars that commonly transport combustible and flammable liquids
across the United States and Canada, according...
 
Nanotechnology
EU Advisory Panel Extends Comment Period
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On Cosmetic Ingredient Safety Opinions
The European Commission's Scientific Committee on Consumer
Safety is giving interested parties more time to comment on its
conclusions than nanoscale titanium dioxide and nanoscale zinc
oxide can safely be used in sunscreens....
 
Oil Spills
Funding Constraints Limited EPA's Cleanup
Of Abandoned Oil Wells, Internal Report Finds
Limited funding has delayed the Environmental Protection
Agency's ability to clean up abandoned oil well sites but has not
affected responses to classic emergency oil spills like tanker truck
rollovers and pipeline breaks, the EPA inspector...
 
Oil Spills
Treasury Prepares Procedural Requirements
For Gulf Coast Restoration Trust Fund Grants
The Treasury Department is inviting public comment on the
procedural requirements it will require for administrators and
recipients of grants from the Gulf Coast Restoration Trust Fund,
established in the wake of the April 2010 Deepwater...
 
Pesticides
EPA Proposes Four-Year Conditional
Registration for Nanosilver-Based Pesticide
The Environmental Protection Agency has proposed to grant a
four-year conditional registration for an antimicrobial pesticide
with nanoscale silver....
 
Pesticides
EPA Submits Draft Rule on Pesticide Maker
Data Rights to Agriculture for Review
The Environmental Protection Agency sent a draft final rule to the
Agricultural Department that would revise regulations governing
the exclusive use and compensation rights of pesticide
manufacturers that submit data to register products,...
 
Radioactive Waste
NRC Plans Public Meetings for Input
On Draft EIS, Waste Confidence Rule
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission intends to hold 12 public
meetings this fall to receive input on a proposed rule on the
extended storage of spent nuclear fuel at reactor sites that have
been closed and the draft environmental impact study...
 
Sustainability
Companies Make Sustainability Commitments
But More Action Needed, U.N. Report Says
Companies involved in the world's largest corporate sustainability
initiative are making commitments but need to take more action
to implement them, the United Nations said in a report Sept. 5....
 
Sustainability
Coordinating Water Use, Energy Efficiency
Would Yield Multiple Benefits, Report Finds
LOS ANGELES—California's water conservation and energy
efficiency efforts would be more successful and less costly if
water and energy utilities coordinated their programs, according
to a report released Sept. 5 by the Pacific...
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Toxic Substances
France Prepares to Propose EU Restrictions
On BPA Use in Thermal Paper Under REACH
PARIS—France's National Institute for Industrial Environment and
Risks (INERIS) has told Bloomberg BNA that it is surveying EU
manufacturers about the use of bisphenol A (BPA) in thermal
office paper as part of government preparations...
 
Water Pollution
Hubei Provincial Government Acts Quickly
To Share Information on Toxic Spill in River
SHENZHEN, China—Officials in China's central Hubei province
have acted quickly to provide information about an ammonia spill
that led to a fish kill in a 25-mile stretch of the Fu River north of
the provincial capital of Wuhan, identifying...
 


BNA INSIGHTS


Third Circuit Extends New Source Review 'Past Violation'
Rulings
On Aug. 21, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit in the
Homer City case joined and then significantly extended the
consensus holdings of three other U.S. courts of appeal that a
failure to obtain a Prevention of Significant Deterioration...
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Governors" Biofuels Coalition calls for amended RFS proposal
Date: Thursday, October 02, 2014 7:54:35 AM


Governors' Biofuels Coalition calls for amended RFS proposal | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Biomass Magazine - Online
News Text: Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn and Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad, chairman and vice chairman of the
Governors' Biofuels Coalition, have sent a letter urging the Obama Administration to ensure the
development of domestically produced renewable fuels by amending U.S. EPA's proposed renewable
fuel standard (RFS) levels for 2014 so consumers have real choices at the fuel pump.
 
In the letter, the governors write, “The continued expansion of the biofuels industry is essential for
our nation's energy and economic future. Through continued expansion of biofuels plants, it will be
possible to deliver millions of gallons of clean, renewable fuel, create thousands of jobs, lower
imported oil expenditures, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by more than 80 percent,
compared to gasoline.”
 
The governors also expressed their concern about the impact the EPA's proposed rule will have on
biodiesel. “The EPA's proposed volume cuts for biodiesel are creating turmoil, resulting in
production cutbacks and layoffs. More than halfway through the year, many jobs are in jeopardy and
many biodiesel plants have been negatively impacted.”
 
The governors pointed out the impact that the EPA's proposed rule has had on the emerging
cellulosic industry: “[T]he proposed RFS rule has discouraged new investment in the newly emerging
cellulosic ethanol industry and now threatens the many new plants about to go into commercial
production.”
 
“Amending the proposed rule to one that will build and restore America's robust leadership in the
development and production of domestically produced renewable fuels is crucial in ensuring a
successful future in rural America,” the governors concluded.
 
The full text of the GBC RFS Letter is available on the GBC website| 
 
Outlet Full Name: Biomass Magazine - Online
News Text: Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn and Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad, chairman and vice chairman of the
Governors' Biofuels Coalition, have sent a letter urging the Obama Administration to ensure the
development of domestically produced renewable fuels by amending U.S. EPA's proposed renewable
fuel standard (RFS) levels for 2014 so consumers have real choices at the fuel pump.
 
In the letter, the governors write, “The continued expansion of the biofuels industry is essential for
our nation's energy and economic future. Through continued expansion of biofuels plants, it will be
possible to deliver millions of gallons of clean, renewable fuel, create thousands of jobs, lower
imported oil expenditures, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by more than 80 percent,
compared to gasoline.”
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The governors also expressed their concern about the impact the EPA's proposed rule will have on
biodiesel. “The EPA's proposed volume cuts for biodiesel are creating turmoil, resulting in
production cutbacks and layoffs. More than halfway through the year, many jobs are in jeopardy and
many biodiesel plants have been negatively impacted.”
 
The governors pointed out the impact that the EPA's proposed rule has had on the emerging
cellulosic industry: “[T]he proposed RFS rule has discouraged new investment in the newly emerging
cellulosic ethanol industry and now threatens the many new plants about to go into commercial
production.”
 
“Amending the proposed rule to one that will build and restore America's robust leadership in the
development and production of domestically produced renewable fuels is crucial in ensuring a
successful future in rural America,” the governors concluded.
 
The full text of the GBC RFS Letter is available on the GBC website








From: Charles Reyes
To: Lori.Spagnolo@state.de.us
Cc: White, Hal
Subject: FW: MTBE Toxicity Data
Date: Thursday, November 19, 2015 11:58:20 AM


Hi Lori.   Hal White passed along the info below on MTBE.
 
Charles
 


From: White, Hal [mailto:White.Hal@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2015 1:02 PM
To: Charles Reyes <CharlesR@astswmo.org>
Subject: MTBE Toxicity Data
 
Charles—
I did not catch the woman’s name from DE who asked about MTBE during today’s call, but below is what I could find.
Could you please forward this information to her?
Thanks.
Hal
 
 
I could not find any indication that the toxicity values, or carcinogencity determination, for MTBE have recently changed.
Below is what I could find. I hope this helps.
Hal
 
 
 


Chemical Name CASRN Oral RfD Assessment Inhalation RfC
Assessment


Carcinogenicity
Assessment


Methyl tert-butyl ether
(MTBE)


1634-04-4 No Yes (Last revised:
09-01-1993)


        No


http://cfpub.epa.gov/ncea/iris/search/index.cfm?first_letter=M
 
IRIS Entry for  MTBE:
http://cfpub.epa.gov/ncea/iris2/chemicalLanding.cfm?substance_nmbr=545


RfC (mg/m3) = 3.0E+00
Inadequate information to assess carcinogenic potential (Oral route). (2007)
 
Regional Screening Levels Tables
http://www2.epa.gov/risk/risk-based-screening-table-generic-tables
 
Provisional Peer Reviewed Toxicity Values for Superfund (PPRTV)
http://hhpprtv.ornl.gov/
 
 
EPA’s Vapor Intrusion Screening Level (VISL) Calculator…it pulls the most current tox #s available from the most
recent update of the Regional Screening Levels Tables (see above)
 
EPA. 2014a. Vapor Intrusion Screening Level (VISL) Calculator: User’s Guide. Office of Solid Waste and Emergency


Response.
http://www.epa.gov/oswer/vaporintrusion/documents/VISL-UsersGuide.pdf
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EPA. 2014b. Vapor Intrusion Screening Level (VISL) Calculator. Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response.
http://www.epa.gov/oswer/vaporintrusion/documents/VISL-Calculator.xlsm


 
 
Hal White
Mailcode: 5403P
U.S. EPA/OSWER/OUST
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
FOR FEDEX OR UPS, SEND TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:
Two Potomac Yard (North Building, 6th Floor)
2733 S. Crystal Drive
Cube N-6311
Arlington, VA 22202
703-603-7177
703-603-0175 fax
 
 
"Scientific analysis should drive policy.  Neither policy nor politics should drive scientific results." (confirmation hearings,
Jan. 2001) "...policymakers need to take a precautionary approach to environmental protection...We must acknowledge
that uncertainty is inherent in managing natural resources, recognize it is usually easier to prevent environmental
damage than to repair it later, and shift the burden of proof away from those advocating protection toward those
proposing an action that may be harmful." (October speech at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington, D.C.,
reported in Scientific American, Vol. 284, Jan. 2001)
    C. Whitman,
 
"It is not just a mistake for public health agencies to cooperate and collaborate with industries in investigating and
deciding whether public health is endangered--it is a direct abrogation and violation of the duties and responsibilities of
those public health organizations."
    Clair Patterson
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Advocates Seek Court Order Requiring
EPA Response on Mercury Standards
Two environmental groups are seeking a court order that would
require the Environmental Protection Agency to respond to a
petition for reconsideration of the agency's 2012 mercury and air
toxics standards for power plants (Envtl. Integrity...


Air Pollution
EPA Calls St. Marys Cement Arguments
On Michigan Plant's Haze Retrofit Meritless
St. Marys Cement Inc. has no grounds for its claims that the
Environmental Protection Agency exceeded its Clean Air Act
authority when it required the company to install haze-controlling
technology at a Charlevoix, Mich., plant, the agency...


Air Pollution
EPA Proposes to Disapprove Texas Plan
On Regional Haze for Eight Power Plants
The Environmental Protection Agency proposed Nov. 24 to
disapprove parts of Texas's regional haze plan in favor of a
federal plan for reducing haze pollution and sulfur dioxide
emissions from specific electricity generating plants...


Climate Regulation
EPA to Phase Out Alternative Methods
For Oil, Gas Well Emissions Reporting
The Environmental Protection Agency will allow oil and natural
gas producers to use alternative greenhouse gas emissions
calculations for the beginning of 2015 as it moves to eliminate the
program, according to a final rule....
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Emergency Response
PHMSA, FEMA Developing Primer
On Pipelines in Hazard Mitigation Plans
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration and
the Federal Emergency Management Agency are developing a
primer for states and local communities on preparing for potential
hazards, including those from pipelines, according...


Energy
China Energy Plan Details Coal Cuts, Boost
In Natural Gas, Renewables Through 2020
China updated its official energy targets through 2020, further
indicating it expects to begin cutting back on an overwhelming
reliance on coal while gradually increasing its use of natural gas,
shale gas, coalbed methane and renewable energy....


Energy
New Financial Tools Needed to Unlock
$48 Trillion Globally for Energy Infrastructure
Unlocking the $48 trillion needed in energy infrastructure
investments through 2035 will require new funding approaches
and greater support from the financial sector, the World Energy
Council said in a report. ...


Enforcement
L'Oreal Settles California Air Quality Violations
L'Oreal USA S/D Inc. paid California regulators $146,500 for
selling hair styling products containing higher than allowed
concentrations of volatile organic compounds, state air quality
officials said Nov. 24. The penalties resolve...


Hazardous Waste
EPA Exempts Deere Sludge From Certain Waste Rules
The Environmental Protection Agency is exempting 600 tons of
wastewater treatment sludge filter cake generated annually by
Deere & Co. from hazardous waste requirements under the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, according...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Communities Can't Unilaterally Deny Site
Of Drill Pads, Colorado Regulator Says
Local governments attempting to bar oil and gas operators from
drilling in a previously state-permitted location could invite legal
action, a top Colorado regulator said. ...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Illinois Court Denies Advocates' Request
Seeking to Block New State Fracking Rules
An Illinois judge has denied a request from an environmental
group seeking to block new state rules on hydraulic fracturing,
saying the group failed to show its members would suffer
"irreparable harm" if the rules were to go into effect...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Oil, Gas Group Sues Broomfield, Colo.,
To Invalidate City's Five-Year Fracking Ban
The Colorado Oil and Gas Association sued Broomfield, Colo.,
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Nov. 24 seeking to nullify a five-year moratorium city voters
placed on the use of hydraulic fracturing in drilling there (Colo. Oil
and Gas Ass'n v. City and County of Broomfield,...


International Climate
Climate Change Could Undermine Fight
Against Poverty, World Bank Report Says
Continued global warming could undermine global efforts to end
extreme poverty or achieve other development goals, the World
Bank said in a report issued Nov. 23....


International Climate
U.S.-China Pledges Boost Optimism for 2015;
Climate Deal Can Be Reached, Stern Says
Recent pledges by the U.S. and China to ramp up their actions to
cut greenhouse gas emissions have sparked new optimism that a
global climate accord can be reached in Paris in late 2015, the top
U.S. climate negotiator said Nov. 24....


Pipeline Safety
FERC Policy Would Allow Gas Pipelines
To Recover PHMSA, EPA Compliance Costs
Interstate natural gas pipeline operators could recover certain
costs related to new pipeline safety and environmental mandates
under a recently issued Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
policy proposal....


Recycling
Survey Finds Greater Consumer Recycling of E-Waste
Thirty percent of all consumers have recycled a used electronic
product in the previous year and 82 percent say recycling their
old electronics is important or very important to them, according
to a survey from the Consumer Electronics Association....


Regulatory Policy
EPA on Schedule for Final Power Plant,
Ozone Rules, Fall Regulatory Agenda Shows
The Environmental Protection Agency remains on schedule to
finalize several high-profile regulations over the next year,
including the first-ever carbon dioxide emissions standard for
existing power plants, a decision on revision of...


Renewable Energy
Auction Set for Massachusetts Wind Leases
The Bureau of Ocean Management said Nov. 24 it plans to auction
four commercial wind energy leases off of the coast of
Massachusetts early next year, an area containing more than
742,000 acres in the Atlantic Ocean south of Martha's Vineyard....


Risk Assessment
EPA Cancels December IRIS Meeting on Two Phthalates
The Environmental Protection Agency has cancelled its December
Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) meeting. The two
chemicals slated for discussion—butyl benzyl phthalate (BBP) and
diisobutyl phthalate (DIBP)—instead...


Superfund
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Navy Base Superfund Site Not Source 
Of Child's Alleged Thallium Poisoning
Dust from a U.S. Navy landfill did not cause thallium poisoning in
a child that lived adjacent to the Superfund site, according to a
Nov. 20 decision of the U.S. District Court for the Southern
District of California (Myers v. United States, 2014...


Vehicle Fuels
Amending Renewable Fuels Law Would 
Only Increase Uncertainty, Producers Say
The Environmental Protection Agency's failure to finalize a
renewable fuel standard for 2014 has caused significant
uncertainty for biofuel producers, but congressional action to
reform the law would further stifle new investment,...


Water Pollution
China Plan Focuses on Critical Rivers, Groundwater
China plans to increase cleanup efforts at some if its most
polluted rivers to improve water quality and stem erosion after
three decades of rapid development, the National Development
and Reform Commission said Nov. 19. In a report, the NDRC...


Water Pollution
Judges Considering Whether Determination
On Navigable Water Harmed Home Builders
Federal appellate judges tried to ascertain during Nov. 24 oral
arguments whether home builders were indeed harmed
monetarily by a 2008 traditional navigable waters determination
of two reaches of the Santa Cruz River in southern Arizona...


Water Pollution
Tennessee Advocates Sue City Alleging
‘Chronic, Egregious' Water Act Violations
The city of Madisonville, Tenn., has committed "chronic,
egregious, and ongoing" violations of the Clean Water Act through
illegal discharges and overflows of sewage, environmental groups
claim in a lawsuit filed Nov. 24 (Tenn....


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


NOVEMBER 24 FEDERAL REGISTER


NOVEMBER 25 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Smith, TimR
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Cc: Gerber, Linda; Fredericks, Sharon; Knighton, Erin; Barrows, Judy
Subject: RE: trying to find current guidance re: receiving inspector credentials
Date: Monday, March 14, 2016 3:41:00 PM
Attachments: 3500-1a1 6-19-14 (2).pdf


UST-35001_Links_Removed.pdf


Hi Carolyn –
 
Sorry about the delay.  I left hard copies on your chair of: 1) Order 3500.1; and 2) the UST program
specific training requirements. 
 
I read your e-mail below more closely and saw that you wanted a link.  Not sure if you still need it,
but just in case - you can access the documents through OECA’s Inspector Wiki at:
https://ssoprod.epa.gov/sso/jsp/inspectorlogin.jsp
 
Please note to log into the Inspector Wiki site, you will need to use your EPA LAN access – same user
name and password you use to log into your computer at work.  Log onto the above website and
follow these directions:
 


1.       You will see a “Latest Additions/Updates” section in the middle of the page. 
2.       Click on the eighth bullet down – “Training Requirements for Existing Inspectors and


Inspectors in Training, Effective October 1, 2014”  
3.       You will be taken to a page where you will see the heading “3500.1 Required Training.” 
4.       Tap on section 3.1.10 Underground Storage Tank (UST), Solid Waste Disposal Act for the


UST program training requirements.
5.       Return to the previous page.
6.       Scroll down slightly past the heading “Program-Specific Curriculum”
7.       Click on the link to: Transmittal memo with updated EPA Order 3500.1 and revised


media specific training requirements (PDF) (119pp, 36MB) (September 30, 2014)
 
As an alternative, I have attached the documents.  I don’t know if you have print capabilities where
you are though.
 
I will speak with Sharon about replacing the pdf file on OUST’s website that contains the outdated
version of 3500.1 with the two files attached to my e-mail.
 
Anyway, I hope this helps.
 
Tim
 


From: Hoskinson, Carolyn 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2016 3:08 PM
To: Smith, TimR <Smith.TimR@epa.gov>
Cc: Gerber, Linda <Gerber.Linda@epa.gov>; Fredericks, Sharon <Fredericks.Sharon@epa.gov>;
Knighton, Erin <Knighton.Erin@epa.gov>; Barrows, Judy <Barrows.Judy@epa.gov>
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Classification No.: 3500.1  
Approval Date:       06/19/2014  
 
 
    
TRAINING REQUIREMENTS FOR EPA PERSONNEL WHO ARE AUTHORIZED TO 
CONDUCT CIVIL COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS/FIELD INVESTIGATIONS AND EPA 



INSPECTOR SUPERVISORS 
 



 
 
1. PURPOSE. This order establishes minimum training requirements for U. S. 



Environmental Protection Agency employees to obtain and maintain the EPA 
authorization to conduct civil compliance inspections/field investigations or collect 
compliance samples under federal environmental statutes.  It also addresses the 
inclusion of certain requirements in agency administered contracts and Senior 
Environmental Employment Program cooperative agreements if individuals are to 
be authorized to conduct inspections on behalf of the agency. This order also 
requires that first-line supervisors of compliance inspectors/field investigators 
complete minimum training.  Finally, Item 3 of this order references state and 
tribal inspector training and credential issuance requirements. 



  
2. POLICY. Prior to conducting environmental compliance inspections/field 



investigations, individuals must complete training as required by Item 4 of this 
order; in addition, the decision as to whether it is appropriate to issue a credential 
to the individual resides with the individual’s supervisor, and is based on the 
supervisor’s assessment of the employee’s ability to conduct inspections and 
represent the agency.  Supervisors of compliance inspectors/field investigators 
and compliance sampling specialists must complete and document completion of 
training requirements, even if they do not receive a credential or conduct 
compliance inspections/field investigations. 



 
3.  APPLICABILITY. This order applies to all agency personnel who are authorized 



or seeking authorization to conduct civil compliance inspections/field 
investigations or to collect compliance samples under any of the agency’s 
statutes and their supervisors; in addition, the order requires that assistant 
administrators and regional administrators are responsible for ensuring that the 
training requirements found in Item 4 of this order are met by the agency 
employees affected by this order. All agency administered contract statements of 
work and SEE program cooperative agreements, which govern the activities of 
contractor employees and SEE enrollees conducting compliance inspections or 
civil investigations.  Training requirements for employees of state and tribal 











  
  



governments who are authorized to conduct compliance inspections/field 
investigations on behalf of the agency are established in the agency’s Guidance 
for Issuing Federal EPA Inspector Credentials to Authorize Employees of 
State/Tribal Governments to Conduct Inspections on Behalf of EPA issued 
September 30, 2004 and any subsequent updates.  This order does not apply to 
credentials issued by the Office of Inspector General, or those issued to agency 
criminal investigators/special agents.   



 
4. TRAINING REQUIREMENTS. The agency’s training program for persons being 



authorized to conduct compliance inspections/field investigations consists of four 
parts: occupational health and safety curriculum, basic inspector curriculum, 
program-specific curriculum and annual refresher course requirements.  Note: 
For agency employees seeking authorization as compliance sampling specialists, 
abbreviated training requirements are defined in the memorandum entitled 
Guidance for Documenting Required Inspector Training for EPA Employees Prior 
to Issuing Credentials (pursuant to EPA Order 3500.1 and 3510) If Training 
Certificates Are Not Available issued by Lisa Lund, Director, Office of 
Compliance, on December 2, 2009.   



 
a. Occupational health & safety curriculum:  All agency employees are 



required to complete applicable occupational health and safety training as 
required by Order 1440.2, Safety and Health Environmental Management 
Guidelines 51 and 56, and associated guidance1 before engaging in any 
field activities.  The agency’s Safety, Health and Environmental 
Management Program defined in Order 1440.1, establishes basic, 
intermediate, advanced and refresher level training requirements for 
compliance inspectors/field investigators in its directives and guidelines.  
Note: Separate from this training requirement, Order 1440.2 requires 
occupational medical monitoring for certain field activities.   
 



b.  Basic inspector curriculum:  This training provides a comprehensive 
overview of the knowledge and skills needed to conduct compliance 
inspections/field investigations under agency statutes.  It consists of the 
basic inspector-training course which integrates legal, technical, and 
administrative subjects with communication skills.  The basic inspector 
curriculum also includes a requirement for reading and being aware of 
compliance monitoring policies that apply to all individuals who conduct 
inspections/field investigations including Department of Transportation 
Hazardous Materials Training Requirements, Small Business Regulatory 



1 Flexibility in the requirements of Order 1440.2 can be found in the July 19, 2009 memorandum from Howard O. 
Wilson to Phyllis Flaherty entitled “Safety and Health Training Requirements for EPA Compliance Inspectors and 
Field Investigators” and the December 4, 2009 memorandum from Wesley J. Carpenter to Phyllis Flaherty entitled 
“Update on Safety and Health Training Requirements.”  For more information, see the agency’s Safety, Health, and 
Environmental Management website.  
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Enforcement Fairness Act information sheet requirements, routine 
agricultural biosecurity procedures and training on data collection and 
reporting procedures and regional quality assurance plans.  



 
c. Program-specific curriculum:  This curriculum establishes the required and 



recommended training in legal, programmatic and technical subjects for 
each major media program or specific program compliance inspection/field 
investigation activity.  If the program-specific curriculum for each major 
media program or specific program compliance inspection/field 
investigation activity is not specified, e.g., new statutes, then a minimum of 
24 hours of appropriate and relevant program-specific training and 
completion of a minimum of two (8 hour) days of on-the-job training or two 
compliance inspections/field investigations (whichever is longer) must be 
completed.  The supervisor shall determine the appropriateness and 
relevance of the training based on the type and nature of work to be 
performed.  Additional program-specific specialized training is 
recommended to further develop inspection skills.   



 
d.  Refresher course requirements:  All individuals who are authorized to 



conduct compliance inspections/field investigations on behalf of the 
agency (which may include first-line supervisors or team leaders) must 
complete annual refresher training as follows:  
 
(1) Occupational health and safety training as established by SHEMP.  



Existing requirements include a minimum of eight hours of refresher 
hours annually for compliance inspectors/field investigators, as found 
in SHEMP directives and guidelines;   



 
(2) Basic inspector and program-specific curriculum identified by first-line 



supervisors as relevant to their compliance inspectors/field 
investigators and training identified in the mandatory refresher training 
section for each media; and  



 
(3) Additional training identified by first-line supervisors to improve 



proficiency in specialized areas.  This includes training necessary for 
the inspector to become more proficient in a specific media program, 
qualified in additional regulations, qualified for inspecting additional 
industries or to become proficient in multi-media work.   



 
e. Exceptions to the training requirement: 



 
(1) Occupational health & safety courses:  Any exceptions to the required 



occupational health and safety curriculum must be in accordance with 
SHEMP requirements. 
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(2) Basic inspector and program-specific curricula:  Any exceptions to the 



basic inspector or program-specific curricula must be approved in 
writing by the appropriate assistant administrator or regional 
administrator based on an evaluation by the first-line supervisor or 
team leader of the compliance inspector/field investigator’s knowledge, 
experience and relevant training.  Exceptions should be given only in 
unusual circumstances, and copies of the approval should be 
maintained. 



 
5.  RESPONSIBILITIES. This section lists the primary responsibilities for 



implementing this order.   
 



a. Compliance inspectors/field investigators:  Any individuals who are 
authorized or seeking authorization to conduct compliance 
inspections/field investigations on a full or part-time basis are responsible 
for: 



 
(1) Completing all applicable training listed in Item 4 of this order before 



applying for a new or renewal credential, or conducting an inspection in 
a specific media.  (Note: The process for applying for and issuing 
credentials is detailed in Order 3510: EPA Federal Credentials for 
Inspections and Enforcement of Federal Environmental Statutes.)  
Prior completion of on-the-job training is not required to apply for an 
inspector-in-training credential (agency employees only) or a 
Temporary Letter of Authorization.  Individuals who have not 
completed the media specific training for the specific program under 
which a compliance inspection/field investigation is being conducted 
and who are using an inspector-in-training credential or Temporary 
Letters of Authorization must be accompanied by a credentialed 
inspector who has completed the required training for the program 
under which they will be conducting their compliance inspection/field 
investigation;  



 
(2) Providing documentation to their first-line supervisor of completion of 



relevant training, including dates completed; 
 
(3) As needed, assisting in the preparation of an individual development 



plan or other training plan, which addresses training necessary to 
continue to meet the requirements of this order; and  



 
(4) Applying and maintaining the knowledge, skills, and techniques 



acquired through training to ensure that compliance inspections/field 
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investigations are accomplished in a technically and legally sound 
manner. 



 
b. Compliance sampling personnel:  Any individuals who are authorized or 



seeking authorization to collect samples during a compliance 
inspection/field investigation are responsible for: 



 
(1) Completing all applicable training for compliance sampling personnel 



as defined in the memorandum entitled Guidance for Documenting 
Required Inspector Training for EPA Employees Prior to Issuing 
Credentials (pursuant to Order 3500.1 and 3510) If Training 
Certificates Are Not Available issued by Lisa Lund, Director, Office of 
Compliance on December 2, 2009; 



  
(2) Providing certificates or appropriate documentation in accordance with 



the December 2, 2009 memorandum to their first-line supervisor of 
completion of required training, including dates completed; 



 
(3) Assisting, as needed, in the preparation of an IDP which addresses 



training necessary to continue to meet the requirements of this order; 
and 



 
(4) Applying and maintaining the knowledge, skills, and techniques 



acquired through training to ensure that compliance samples are 
collected in a technically and legally sound manner. 



 
c. First-line supervisors or team leaders:  All first-line supervisors or team 



leaders of compliance inspectors/field investigators and of compliance 
sampling specialists are responsible for: 



 
(1) Completing the following minimum training requirements within one 



year of assuming a first-line supervisor or team leader position: 
 



(i) Health and safety requirements (knowledge and understanding), 
unless performing any field activities.  If any agency employee 
including a first-line supervisor or team leader engages in field 
activities, they are required to complete applicable occupational 
health and safety training as defined in SHEMP directives and 
guidelines under Orders 1440.1 and 1440.2; 



 
(ii)  Basic inspector curriculum, Item 4(b) of this order; 



 
(iii) Environmental Statute Review course or equivalent training 



course on environmental statutes;  
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(iv) Documented self-study (such as participating in on-the-job 



training) of the media they are responsible for, resulting in 
development of a “working knowledge,” as defined in Item 6(h) of 
this order; 



 
(v) Self-study to ensure knowledge of Order 3510: EPA Federal 



Credentials for Inspections and Enforcement of Federal 
Environmental Statutes and Other Compliance Responsibilities;  



 
(vi) Self-study of the Supervisor’s Guide to Order 3500.1; and 
 
(vii) Training to ensure knowledge of the region’s data 



collection/reporting procedures for inspection information, 
including the Inspection Conclusion Data Sheet; 



 
(2) Obtaining knowledge and understanding of multi-media regional 



specific procedures and criminal environmental issues; 
 



(3) Completing all applicable training listed in Item 4 of this order if first-
line supervisors or team leaders are also responsible for conducting 
compliance inspections/field investigations; 



 
(4) Providing oversight, quality assurance, and quality control of 



inspection/field reports, including sampling information.  This 
responsibility may be delegated to a senior inspector with significant 
experience in that same program; 



 
(5) Ensuring quality compliance inspections/field investigations by using 



performance standards, periodic appraisals and appropriate 
assignments to provide for the development and recognition of 
personnel engaged in the compliance monitoring function; 



 
(6) Identifying employees who require training, ensuring that employees 



comply with the requirements of this order, and maintaining applicable 
records; 



 
(7) Identifying additional program-specific training as appropriate for the 



type of work that is being conducted; 
 



(8) Reviewing and evaluating previously trained credentialed 
inspectors/field investigators and compliance sampling specialists, on 
an annual basis, to determine if they are in need of additional training 
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for professional skills development, including training in new or revised 
policies, guidelines or legislation;  



 
(9) Documenting and placing in the compliance inspector/field investigator 



or compliance sampling specialist’s personnel file any approved 
exceptions, signed by the regional or assistant administrator, to this 
order;  



 
(10) Requiring compliance inspectors/field investigators provide 



documentation of completed training to their first-line supervisor/team 
leader for approval prior to entry into a data tracking system that meets 
the requirements in 5(f)(8)(i-v) of this order;  



 
(11) Documenting and maintaining a list of authorized compliance 



inspectors/field investigators and compliance sampling specialists; 
 
(12) Ensuring that compliance inspector/field investigator or compliance 



sampling specialists credentials are only requested for personnel 
whose first-line supervisors have determined there is a need for a 
credential, have completed their necessary training requirements, have 
documentation of training completion and are deemed qualified by their 
first-line supervisor to conduct quality compliance inspections/field 
investigations or collect compliance samples on behalf of the agency. 
(Note: Prior completion of on-the-job training is not required to request 
an inspector-in-training credential (agency  employees only) or a 
Temporary Letter of Authorization, but training must be completed prior 
to requesting a compliance inspector/field investigator credential.);  



 
(13) Ensuring that compliance inspectors/field investigators and compliance 



sampling specialists have the appropriate credential and have 
documented completion of program-specific training for the program in 
which they will be conducting their inspection/field investigation or 
collecting compliance samples;  



  
(14) Ensuring that individuals who have not completed the training 



requirements, but for whom their first-line supervisor has determined 
there is a need to participate in a compliance inspection/field 
investigation, for such purposes as on-the-job training or providing 
specialized expertise: 
   
(i) Only conduct inspections when accompanied by a credentialed 



inspector who has completed the required training for the 
program; and  
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(ii) Have either: 



 
(a)  A Temporary Letter of Authorization, as defined in Item 6(d), 



signed by the appropriate assistant administrator or regional 
administrator or their appropriate delegated authority;  



 
(b)  An inspector-in-training credential (agency employees only), 



as defined in Item 6(e), for the program in which they will be 
conducting their compliance inspections/field investigations; or  



 
(c)  A current credential (agency employees only) issued based on 



completion of training for another media program; 
 



(15) Ensuring when the first-line supervisor has determined there is a 
critical need in emergency situations, individuals who have completed 
the training requirements, but have not received an agency credential, 
have a Temporary Letter of Authorization, as defined in Item 6(d), 
signed by their assistant administrator or regional administrator, or 
their appropriate delegated authority before conducting all or part of a 
compliance inspection/field investigation; and 
  



(16) Ensuring that compliance inspectors/field investigators and compliance 
sampling specialists are knowledgeable in the region’s data collection 
and reporting procedures for inspection information. 



 
d. Assistant administrator for Enforcement and Compliance Assurance:  The 



assistant administrator for OECA is responsible for:  
 



(1) Updating this order, overseeing and evaluating implementation of the 
overall program requirements, including updating the training 
requirements required by this order, as needed; 



 
(2) Developing, updating and disseminating student materials and 



instructor guides for the basic inspector curriculum to the regions and 
coordinating the selection of and maintaining a list of instructors from 
the regions and headquarters through the National Enforcement 
Training Institute e-Learning Center; and 



 
(3) Identifying and approving data systems for headquarters and the 



regions that will enable first-line supervisors, team leaders, and 
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compliance inspectors/field investigators to track annual training 
accomplishments in order to meet the requirements of this order. 



 
e.  Assistant administrator for Administration and Resources Management: 



The assistant administrator for OARM is responsible for:  
 



(1) Updating and providing sufficient materials for occupational health and 
safety training or approving non-agency courses to meet the 
requirements of SHEMP and reviewing program-specific health and 
safety training; 



 
(2) Training and evaluating agency personnel designated as instructors for 



delivering the occupational health and safety training; and  
 
(3) Coordinating and disseminating a timely schedule of occupational 



health and safety classes, in consultation with OECA, program offices 
and the regions. 



 
f. Assistant administrators: The assistant administrators of offices which 



engage in compliance monitoring are responsible for:  
 



(1) Developing, updating, and disseminating materials and schedules for 
classes under the program-specific curriculum, in consultation with 
regions and the States;  



 
(2) Implementing the requirements of this order within their areas of 



jurisdiction, including periodically evaluating implementation;  
 



(3) Responding to individual requests for training exceptions.  (Note: This 
can only be delegated to the deputy assistant administrator);   



 
(4) Ensuring that agency administered contracts and SEE Program 



cooperative agreements, involving compliance inspections/civil 
investigations that the completion of training, as required by this order, 
is incorporated into the appropriate contract statements of work or SEE 
program cooperative agreements and enrollee position descriptions; 



 
(5) Collaborating with the regions and OECA in the development and 



update of program-specific curriculum requirements; 
 
(6) Requesting credentials from OARM for personnel whose supervisors 



have determined there is a need for a credential, have completed their 
necessary training requirements, have documentation of training 
completion, and are deemed qualified by their first-line supervisor to 
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conduct quality compliance inspections/field investigations on behalf of 
the agency and ensuring that individuals conducting compliance 
inspections/field investigations have the appropriate credentials;  



(7) Identifying a single point-of-contact responsible for auditing the office 
to ensure the requirements of this order are being met, for coordinating 
with OECA;   



 
(8) Maintaining training information in a data system that can: 
 



(i) Track names of compliance inspectors/field investigators and their 
supervisors; 



 
(ii) Maintain a list of courses and other training with course names, 



hours, required frequency of completion, and descriptions; 
 
(iii) Record completion dates and due dates for required courses and 



other training for inspectors; 
 
(iv) Produce reports that list due dates for required refresher training 



for compliance inspectors/field investigators within user defined 
time periods; and 



 
(v) Provide e-mail alerts to supervisors that inform them of when their 



staff’s refresher training is due;  
 
(9) Requesting inspector-in-training credentials, as defined in Item 6(e), 



from OARM for those personnel whose supervisors have determined 
there is a need for a credential to complete on-the-job training 
requirements; and 



 
(10) Providing Temporary Letters of Authorization, as defined in 6(d), on 



an as-needed basis, and ensuring that records of such authorization 
are maintained, if issued.   



 
g. Regional administrators:  The regional administrators are responsible for:  
 



(1) Implementing the requirements of this order within their areas of 
jurisdiction, including periodically evaluating implementation; 



 
(2) Responding to individual requests for training exceptions.  (Note: This 



can only be delegated to the deputy regional administrator); 
 
(3) Ensuring that agency administered contracts and cooperative 



agreements awarded under the SEE program, involving compliance 
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inspections/civil investigations that the completion of training, as 
required by this order is incorporated into appropriate contract 
statements of work or SEE program cooperative agreements and 
enrollee position descriptions; 



 
(4) Supporting in-house instruction for the basic inspector curriculum by 



working with OECA to identify regional personnel to serve as 
classroom instructors; 



 
(5) Requesting credentials from OARM for personnel whose supervisors 



have determined there is a need for a credential, have completed their 
necessary training requirements, have documentation of training 
completion, and are deemed qualified by their first-line supervisor to 
conduct quality compliance inspections/field investigations on behalf of 
the agency and ensuring that individuals conducting compliance 
inspections/field investigations have the appropriate credentials;  



 
(6) Identifying a single point-of-contact responsible for auditing the region 



to ensure the requirements of this order are being met, for coordinating 
with OECA, and for maintaining information in a tracking system that 
meets the requirements in 5(f)(8)(i-v) of this order; 



 
(7) Requesting inspector-in-training credentials, as defined in Item 6(e), 



from OARM for those agency employees whose supervisors have 
determined there is a need for a credential to complete on-the-job 
training requirements; and 



 
(8) Providing Temporary Letters of Authorization, as defined in 6(d), on an 



as-needed basis and ensuring that records of such authorization are 
maintained, if issued. 



 
 
 
 



6.  DEFINITIONS 
 
a. Compliance inspector/field investigator:  Any individual authorized, 



through the issuance of a credential, to conduct or oversee for the 
purpose of investigating and documenting the compliance status of 
facilities or sites with applicable laws, standards, regulations, permits, 
and/or of supporting appropriate enforcement action (administrative, civil 
judicial or criminal).  
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Any credentialed agency employee performing these activities regardless 
of job or credential title or program shall be considered a compliance 
inspector/field investigator for the purpose of this order.  The terms 
compliance inspector/field investigator will be used throughout this order.  
This does not include individuals who engage in field activities or 
investigations for purposes such as observing the inspection, research 
and development or programmatic activities unrelated to compliance 
monitoring or enforcement, or investigations that do not involve field work.  
This also does not include individuals who receive credentials issued by 
OIG or to agency criminal investigators/special agents. 



 
Individuals performing work as on-scene coordinators and remedial 
project managers under the Comprehensive Environmental Response 
Compensation and Liability Act program who do not conduct 
inspections/field investigations as part of their job function, are not 
covered by the definition of the compliance inspection/field investigator.  
Those on-scene coordinators and remedial project managers will receive 
credentials that authorize them to carry out the functions of their position; 
however, on-scene coordinators and remedial project managers who do 
conduct field inspections/field investigations are covered by this definition 
and are subject to this order.  Additional program guidance has been 
developed to assist regions in distinguishing these functions from other 
programmatic responsibilities.   
 



b.  Compliance sampling specialist:  Any individual authorized and issued a 
credential to collect samples for the purpose of documenting compliance 
with applicable laws, standards, regulations, permits, and/or of supporting 
appropriate enforcement action (administrative, civil judicial or criminal).  
The situations under which an agency employee may receive credentials 
as a compliance sampling specialist are defined in the memorandum 
entitled Guidance for Documenting Required Inspector Training for EPA 
Employees Prior to Issuing Credentials (pursuant to EPA Order 3500.1 
and 3510) If Training Certificates Are Not Available issued by Lisa Lund, 
Director, Office of Compliance on December 2, 2009.   



 
c.  First-line supervisors of inspectors:  This includes: 



 
(1) An individual who is the immediate supervisor of the day-to-day work 



of personnel authorized to conduct civil compliance inspections/field 
investigations.   



 
(2) An individual in a team leader position, if they perform similar functions 



as a first-line supervisor. 
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d. Temporary Letter Credential (also known as a Temporary Letter of 
Authorization):2  A letter credential signed by an assistant administrator or 
regional administrator or their appropriate delegated authority that 
authorizes an individual to conduct all or part of a compliance 
inspection/field investigation under a specific statute.  Temporary Letters 
of Authorization will only be issued for the purposes of obtaining on-the-
job training, providing specialized expertise in the program area or for 
emergency situations.  When a Temporary Letter of Authorization is 
issued to an individual who has not completed the required training, that 
individual must be accompanied by a credentialed compliance 
inspector/field investigator who has completed the required training for the 
program in which they will be conducting their inspection/field 
investigation.  The letters will not be used for individuals who conduct 
inspections on a routine basis.  The letters will be valid for the time period 
outlined in Order 3510, and are not renewable. 



 
e. Inspector-in-training credential: A credential issued to agency employees 



only by OARM that authorizes an individual to conduct all or part of a 
compliance inspection/field investigation under specific statutes in order to 
complete on-the-job training requirements.  When an individual issued an 
inspector-in-training, credential participates in an inspection, that individual 
must be accompanied by a credentialed compliance inspector/field 
investigator who has completed the required training for the program in 
which they will be conducting their inspection/field investigation on all 
inspections.  Inspector-in-training credentials will be valid for a maximum 
of one year. 



 
f. Curriculum:  The defined content presented in a sequence of supervised 



self-study, formal on-the-job and/or classroom training:   
 



(1) Supervised self-study:  Knowledge gained through independent, 
personal study (such as computer-based training or web-based 
training) with oversight by a first-line supervisor, team leader, and/or an 
experienced inspector/investigator. 



 
(2) On-the-job training:  Structured training that relates to principles, 



theories or work-related skills which are demonstrated and applied in 
the field environment during an actual compliance inspection/field 
investigation. 



 



2 A Temporary Letter Credential is also known, and commonly referred to, as a Temporary Letter of Authorization 
or Letter of Authorization. 
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(3) Classroom/classes:  Any form of instruction, (flexible in format and size 
to include seminars, workshops, lecture-type or video-assisted classes, 
or question-and-answer sessions following prior independent self-
study) that foster group interaction with an instructor or an experienced 
inspector/investigator. 



 
(4) e-Learning:  Comprises all forms of electronically supported learning 



and teaching, including but not limited to training found on the NETI  
     e-Learning Center. 



 
g. Completing required training:  Satisfactorily completing all training, as 



defined in Item 4 of this order. 
 
h. Working knowledge:  A sufficient knowledge of statutory/regulatory 



requirements, field inspection methods, and some experience 
accompanying an inspector/investigator for a particular program.  This 
knowledge would be required as the minimum needed to be able to 
evaluate the completeness and quality and sign-off on inspection reports. 



 
7. REFERENCES   
 



a. Order 1440.2, Health and Safety Requirements for Employees Engaged in 
Field Activities issued April 23, 2013.   



 
b. Order 1440.1, Safety, Health and Environmental Management Program 



(SHEMP) issued November 20, 2012.   
 
c. Safety, Health, and Environmental Management Guidelines 51: Safety, 



Health and Environmental Management Training, and 56: Job Hazard 
Analysis. 



 
d. Guidance for Documenting Required Inspector Training for EPA 



Employees Prior to Issuing Credentials (pursuant to Order 3500.1 and 
3510) If Training Certificates Are Not Available, memorandum from Lisa 
Lund, Director, Office of Compliance, issued December 2, 2009.   



 
e. EPA Credential and Inspector Training Policy Compendium, Office of 



Enforcement and Compliance Assurance, Office of Compliance.  Contact: 
Compliance Policy Staff, 202-564-7002.  



 
f. Order 3510, EPA Federal Credentials for Inspections and Enforcement of 



Federal Environmental Statutes and Other Compliance Responsibilities 
revised October 31, 2012.  
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g. Guidance for Issuing Federal EPA Inspector Credentials to Authorize 
Employees of State/Tribal Governments to Conduct Inspections on Behalf 
of EPA issued September 2004.   



 
h. Guidance for Issuing Federal EPA Inspector Credentials to Employees of 



Contractors to Conduct Inspections on Behalf of EPA issued May 31, 
2013.   



 
i. Guidance for Issuing Federal EPA Inspector Credentials to Senior 



Environmental Employment Program Enrollees to Conduct Inspections on 
Behalf of EPA issued September 30, 2013.   



 
j. Supervisor’s Guide to Order 3500.1, issued October 2003.   
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			(1) Occupational health & safety courses:  Any exceptions to the required occupational health and safety curriculum must be in accordance with SHEMP requirements.


			(2) Basic inspector and program-specific curricula:  Any exceptions to the basic inspector or program-specific curricula must be approved in writing by the appropriate assistant administrator or regional administrator based on an evaluation by the fir...


			(1) Supervised self-study:  Knowledge gained through independent, personal study (such as computer-based training or web-based training) with oversight by a first-line supervisor, team leader, and/or an experienced inspector/investigator.


			(2) On-the-job training:  Structured training that relates to principles, theories or work-related skills which are demonstrated and applied in the field environment during an actual compliance inspection/field investigation.


			(3) Classroom/classes:  Any form of instruction, (flexible in format and size to include seminars, workshops, lecture-type or video-assisted classes, or question-and-answer sessions following prior independent self-study) that foster group interaction...


			(4) e-Learning:  Comprises all forms of electronically supported learning and teaching, including but not limited to training found on the NETI


			e-Learning Center.
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SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL ACT (SWDA), §§ 9001-9009 



TRAINING REQUIREMENTS FOR UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK (UST) INSPECTORS 
 
EPA Order 3500.1 establishes minimum and consistent Agency-wide training and development 
programs for employees conducting, participating in, or assisting with environmental compliance 
inspections/field investigations. EPA's training program consists of three parts:  
 



1) Occupational Health and Safety Course 
a. EPA Employees   
b. Non-EPA Employees  



 2) Basic Inspector Training (BIT) Curriculum  
 3) Program-Specific Curriculum 



 
The Occupational Health and Safety Curriculum consists of a mandatory Health & Safety Training 
specified by the HQ or Regional Health & Safety Officer.  The Basic Inspector Curriculum consists of 
the Basic Inspector Training (BIT) offered by the National Enforcement Training Institute (NETI).  The 
Program-Specific Curriculum establishes the mandatory and recommended training in legal, 
programmatic, and technical subjects for each major media program or specific program compliance 
inspection/field investigation activity. This document sets out the program-specific curriculum for the 
USTs Program and required refresher training.  
 
You must complete the Occupational Health & Safety, BIT, and UST Program-specific training to 
become a credentialed Compliance Inspector/Field Investigator in the UST Program.  Once you have 
completed both the Occupational Health and Safety Curriculum and the Basic Inspector Curriculum, 
you may request an “Inspector-In-Training” credential. This credential allows you to participate in field 
activities, including on-the-job training, in the company of an UST Lead Compliance Inspector/Field 
Investigator. 
 
If you are not yet a UST Credentialed Compliance Inspector/Field Investigator (for example, if you are 
a newly hired inspector, a Compliance Inspector/Field Investigator in a program other than the UST 
Program, or a previously credentialed Compliance Inspector/Field Investigator that has allowed your 
credentials to lapse for greater than a year) and want to become one, you must complete and 
document that you meet all mandatory requirements for new UST Program inspectors in the section 
below entitled “Requirements for New UST Inspectors.”   
 
In order to obtain Compliance Inspector/Field Investigator credentials you, and your supervisor are 
required to document, certify and submit to your Regional or headquarters credentials contact, 
documentation of completion of the Occupational Health and Safety training, BIT, and UST program-
specific training.  Once you and your supervisor have certified that you have completed all required 
training and you have obtained your credentials, you are a credentialed Compliance Inspector/Field 
Investigator and can conduct, participate in, or assist with UST inspections.  Records of your training 
must be tracked and be available upon request.  Beginning in 2014, the Talent Management System 
(TMS) will be piloted in a number of regions.  The TMS will be the Agency’s official repository for 
tracking all employees’ training.  If your region is part of the pilot, you may track your inspector training 
in the TMS.  If your region is not part of the pilot, you may track your inspector training in an equivalent 
database until the TMS is implemented in your region.  
 
As a credentialed Compliance Inspector/Field Investigator in the UST Program, you must annually 
complete the mandatory refresher requirements for currently credentialed UST Program inspectors in 
the section below entitled “Mandatory Requirements for Currently Credentialed UST Program 
Inspectors” to maintain your credentials.  These mandatory annual training requirements include: the 
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Occupational Health and Safety refresher training; UST Program-specific refresher training; and 
Inspection Skills Refresher Training. 
 
These requirements will be updated from time-to-time.  Inspectors and supervisors should verify that 
they have the most recent version of these requirements by checking the Inspector Wiki.  During the 
current and future “re-credentialing” processes, inspectors and supervisor must ensure that they have 
met all of the requirements that applied at the time the inspector obtained their original Compliance 
Inspector/Field Investigator credentials, in addition to each year’s most recent mandatory refresher 
training. If an individual has commenced program-specific training to obtain new Compliance 
Inspector/Field Investigator credentials, and that program-specific training is updated before that 
person has obtained their credentials, they may choose to complete the training that existed at the 
time they commenced their program-specific training or they may start over with the new and most 
recent program-specific training.  The requirements listed below are minimum requirements and a 
supervisor may, at any time, require additional training as necessary.   
 
 
Requirements for New UST Inspectors 
 
Mandatory Training Course: 
 
 Introduction to the Underground Storage Tanks (UST) Program and Basic UST Inspector Training 



Courses  Course Registration  Launch Course 
 
Mandatory Self-Study 
 
UST inspectors must read and/or familiarize themselves with the following self-study materials.  When 
the requirement says to “read,” the inspector should read and know the material.  The inspector will be 
tested to ensure a minimum knowledge level.  When the requirement says to “be familiar,” the 
inspector should read through the material to gain appropriate familiarity with the scope and 
organization of the information should they need to access it expeditiously in the future. 
 
Obtain RCRA Confidential Business Information Clearance (Contact HQ or Regional RCRA CBI 
Officer) 
 
Review of a minimum of two completed inspection reports (The new inspector’s supervisor can require 
the review of more than two reports if deemed necessary). 
 
Be familiar with the following guidance/reference manuals: 
 
UST Policy Compendium: 
 U.S. EPA Penalty Guidance for Violations of UST Regulations (Directive 9610.12, November 14, 



1990) 
 Relevant sections of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (SWDA), including Subtitle I: §§ 9001-9009 
 40 CFR Part 280, Technical Standards and Corrective Action Requirements for Owners and             



Operators of USTs:  
o Subpart A: Program Scope and Interim Prohibition 
o Subpart B: UST Systems: Design, Construction, Installation and Notification 
o Subpart C: General Operating Requirements 
o Subpart D: Release Detection   
o Subpart E: Release Reporting, Investigation, and Confirmation 
o Subpart F: Release Response and Corrective Action for UST Systems Containing 



Petroleum or Hazardous Substances (only if applicable) 
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o Subpart G: Out of Service UST Systems and Closure 
o Subpart H: Financial Responsibility 
o Subpart I: Lender Liability 



 
Publications relating to UST Program:  
 PEI/RP100: Recommended Practices for Installation of Underground Liquid Storage Systems 
 API 1615: Installation of Underground Petroleum Storage Systems 
 Musts for USTs: A Summary of the Federal Regulations for Underground Storage Tank Systems 



(EPA 510-K-95-002) 
 Straight Talk on Tanks: Leak Detection Methods for Petroleum USTs and Piping (EPA 510-            



B-97-007), September 1997 
 USTs: Requirements and Options (EPA 510-F-97-005), June 1997 
 Automatic Tank Gauging Systems for Release Detection: Reference Manual for UST Inspectors 



(EPA 510-B-00-009), August 2000 
 Doing Inventory Control Right for USTs (EPA 510-B-93-004), November 1993 
 Getting the Most out of your Automatic Tank Gauging System (EPA 510-F-98-011), March 1998 
 UST Technical Compendium 
 UST/LUST National Native American Lands Policy Statement (Directive 9610.15, July 7, 1993) 



(does not apply to Region III -- only applicable to regions with tribal lands) 
 Catalog of EPA Materials on Underground Storage Tanks (EPA 510-F-96-004), January 2000 
 Closing Underground Storage Tanks: Brief Facts (EPA 510-F-96-004), July 1996 
 Dollars & Sense (EPA 510-K-95-004), July 1995 
 Expedited Site Assessment Tools For Underground Storage Tank Sites: A Guide for Regulators  



(EPA 510-B-97-001), March 1997 
 Introduction to Statistical Inventory Reconciliation For Underground Storage Tanks (EPA 510-B-



95-009), September 1995 
 Manual Tank Gauging for Small Underground Storage Tanks  (EPA 510-B-93-005),             



November 1993 
 State Program Approval regulations and documents   
 
 
Mandatory On-the-Job Training (OJT)  
 
OJT includes inspection preparation procedures, the inspection, and post inspection procedures.  
 
You must: 
 



1) Accompany an experienced credentialed Compliance Inspector/Field Investigator, as 
determined by the inspector’s supervisor on one UST inspection.   



 
An experienced Inspector should be a credentialed inspector with the appropriate level of knowledge 
and experience in conducting inspections in the UST Program, as determined by the supervisor of the 
inspector seeking the credential.  In determining whether a Compliance Inspector/Field Investigator is 
"experienced", the supervisor should consider the number of years and frequency of inspections for 
that individual.  Generally, 2-5 years’ experience or 25 documented inspections conducted in the 
USTs Program would be an indication that the person is an experienced credentialed Compliance 
Inspector/Field Investigator.  
 
and 
 



2) Conduct at least a minimum of five inspections or equivalent of 40 hours of inspections OJT(s) 
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inspection while being observed by an experienced credentialed Compliance Inspector/Field 
Investigator as described above.  



 
Evaluations should be documented, kept on file, and be used by the inspector’s supervisor to 
determine readiness to conduct, participate in, or assist with inspections.  An inspector’s supervisor 
may require more OJT inspections, based on the supervisor’s assessment of readiness, as 
appropriate.  
Recommended Reference Materials       
 EPA Policy on Underground Storage Tanks Delivery Prohibition 



 Operating and Maintaining Underground Storage Tank Systems: Practical Help and Checklists 
(EPA 510-B-00-008), August 2000 



 UST/LUST Enforcement Procedures Guidance Manual (Directive 9610.11, May 1990),              



 Financial Responsibility for Underground Storage Tanks: A Reference Manual (EPA 510-B-00-
003), January 2000 



 Guidance for Federal Field Citation Enforcement (Directive 9610.16, Oct. 6, 1993) (only if the 
region authorizes inspectors to issue field citations) 



  Review the various types of Indian Land status classifications such as trust, fee, and allotment.  



 Review the Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance (OECA) January 2001 “Guidance 
on the Enforcement Principles: as outlined in the 1984 Indian Policy” (OECA Guidance)   



 All applicable State and Tribal UST/LUST regulations for each state or Tribe in which the                   
inspector will be conducting inspections. (Inspectors must know the applicable state             
regulations and difference between federal and state regulations. 



 UST Live Classroom Training Course offered by the regions, NEIWPCC, or by states 
 Live classroom tribal inspection training, for those regions with federally recognized tribes 
 Modular Classroom UST Training (3-5 days) provided by various training centers including                



Petcon, Inc (Petroleum Equipment, Training & Consulting – petconinc.com) and UST Training 
(usttraining.com)  



 Training on Automatic Tank Gauging Systems (Veeder Root, Franklin Fueling, OPW, etc.) 
 NEIWPCC UST Webinars   
 



Mandatory Requirements for Currently Credentialed UST Inspectors 



 



Annually complete each of the bulleted Items below: 
 



 Inspectors should complete 8 modules from the Occupational Health and Safety Course to fulfill 
their annual health and safety refresher requirement.  Inspectors should select 8 modules that 
reflect the type of field work and anticipated hazards typical of their assignments. 



  
Occupational Health and Safety Refresher (8 hours annually) 
EPA Employees    
Non-EPA Employees  



 



 At least one of the following untaken UST program-specific training listed below: 
 
o Introduction to the Underground Storage Tanks (UST) Program and Basic UST Inspector 



Training Courses  
Course Registration  Launch Course 
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o UST Live Classroom Training Course offered by the regions, NEIWPCC, or by states 
o Live classroom tribal inspection training, for those regions with federally recognized tribes 
o Modular Classroom UST Training (3-5 days) provided by various training centers including    



Petcon, Inc (Petroleum Equipment, Training & Consulting – petconinc.com) and UST 
Training (usttraining.com) Training on Automatic Tank Gauging Systems (Veeder Root, 
Franklin Fueling, OPW, etc.) 



o NEIWPCC UST Webinars  
 



An inspector may not repeat a course to satisfy this requirement.  Upon completion of all of the 
listed courses, the inspector and supervisor may select other UST courses to meet this annual 
requirement. 



 
 At least one refresher training course from the Inspector Wiki listed under the section entitled 



“Inspection Skills Refresher Training.” This refresher training includes topics such as “Chain of 
Custody,” “Interviewing Techniques,” and “Being a Witness.”  This training can be found by 
navigating to the Inspector Wiki, selecting “Training – Credentials,” then selecting “Take Refresher 
Training to Maintain Existing Federal Inspector Credentials,” then scrolling down to “Inspection 
Skills Refresher Training.”  To satisfy this annual requirement, an inspector may not repeat an 
Inspection Skill Refresher Training Course until all have been completed.  Upon completion of all 
of the listed courses, the inspector and supervisor may select other similar inspector refresher 
training to meet this annual requirement or repeat a course from the list of “Inspection Skills 
Refresher Training” courses.   



 
 Continue to be familiar with the guidance/reference manuals listed below.  
 



UST Policy Compendium: 
 U.S. EPA Penalty Guidance for Violations of UST Regulations (Directive 9610.12, November 



14, 1990)  
 Relevant sections of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (SWDA), including Subtitle I: §§ 9001-9009 
 40 CFR Part 280, Technical Standards and Corrective Action Requirements for Owners and       



Operators of USTs:  
o Subpart A: Program Scope and Interim Prohibition 
o Subpart B: UST Systems: Design, Construction, Installation and Notification 
o Subpart C: General Operating Requirements 
o Subpart D: Release Detection   
o Subpart E: Release Reporting, Investigation, and Confirmation 
o Subpart F: Release Response and Corrective Action for UST Systems Containing 



Petroleum or Hazardous Substances (only if applicable) 
o Subpart G: Out of Service UST Systems and Closure 
o Subpart H: Financial Responsibility 
o Subpart I: Lender Liability 
 



Publications relating to UST Program:  
 PEI/RP100: Recommended Practices for Installation of Underground Liquid Storage Systems 
 API 1615: Installation of Underground Petroleum Storage Systems   
 Musts for USTs: A Summary of the Federal Regulations for Underground Storage Tank 



Systems (EPA 510-K-95-002) 
 Straight Talk on Tanks: Leak Detection Methods for Petroleum USTs and Piping (EPA 510-         



B-97-007), September 1997 
 USTs: Requirements and Options (EPA 510-F-97-005), June 1997 
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 Automatic Tank Gauging Systems for Release Detection: Reference Manual for UST 
Inspectors (EPA 510-B-00-009), August 2000 



 Doing Inventory Control Right for USTs (EPA 510-B-93-004), November 1993 
 Getting the Most out of your Automatic Tank Gauging System (EPA 510-F-98-011), March 



1998 
 UST Technical Compendium 
 UST/LUST National Native American Lands Policy Statement (Directive 9610.15, July 7, 1993) 



(does not apply to Region III -- only applicable to regions with tribal lands) 
 Catalog of EPA Materials on Underground Storage Tanks (EPA 510-F-96-004), January 2000 
 Closing Underground Storage Tanks: Brief Facts (EPA 510-F-96-004), July 1996 
 Dollars & Sense (EPA 510-K-95-004), July 1995 
 Expedited Site Assessment Tools For Underground Storage Tank Sites: A Guide for 



Regulators  (EPA 510-B-97-001), March 1997 
 Introduction to Statistical Inventory Reconciliation For Underground Storage Tanks (EPA 510-



B-95-009), September 1995 
 Manual Tank Gauging for Small Underground Storage Tanks (EPA 510-B-93-005),             



November 1993 
 State Program Approval regulations and documents   
 



 Become familiar with new regulations and policies, as they are issued.  It is the responsibility of the 
supervisor to ensure the inspectors maintain their program knowledge. 
 



Maintain RCRA Confidential Business Information Clearance (Contact HQ or Regional CBI Officer) 



 
 












Subject: RE: trying to find current guidance re: receiving inspector credentials
 
Thanks Tim!
 
___________________________________
Carolyn Hoskinson, Director
Office of Underground Storage Tanks, US EPA
OUST has moved!  My new phone number is 202-564-2564
www.epa.gov/ust
 


From: Smith, TimR 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2016 2:23 PM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn <Hoskinson.Carolyn@epa.gov>
Cc: Gerber, Linda <Gerber.Linda@epa.gov>; Fredericks, Sharon <Fredericks.Sharon@epa.gov>;
Knighton, Erin <Knighton.Erin@epa.gov>; Barrows, Judy <Barrows.Judy@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: trying to find current guidance re: receiving inspector credentials
 
Hi Carolyn –
 
I was a bit preoccupied talking revised UST penalty amounts with Yolaanda Walker - OECA for the
past 2 hours.
 
I will get you a link shortly or most likely provide you a hard copy.  The latest version of 3500.1 is on
OECA’s Inspector Wiki and it is somewhat involved to access.  It requires Adobe Connect access. 
That is probably at the heart of the issue with OUST’s link. 
 
Anyway, I hope to in the short-term get you a hard copy of the order, then figure out what is going
on with OUST’s link.
 
Tim
 
 
 


From: Hoskinson, Carolyn 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2016 12:46 PM
To: Smith, TimR <Smith.TimR@epa.gov>; Gerber, Linda <Gerber.Linda@epa.gov>; Fredericks,
Sharon <Fredericks.Sharon@epa.gov>; Knighton, Erin <Knighton.Erin@epa.gov>; Barrows, Judy
<Barrows.Judy@epa.gov>
Subject: trying to find current guidance re: receiving inspector credentials
 
I went to our OUST web site, and in this page:
https://www.epa.gov/ust/underground-storage-tanks-usts-program-indian-country
 
We have a section called “Prevention Training Resources.”  Under that is a link that says it’s a 2009
revised EO 3500.1.  But when I click on the link, I get a 2003 cover memo, and a document that says
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it was reviewed in 2005.  Not sure how you date the cover memo in 2003 if the document is dated
2005.  And furthermore, neither says 2009….Weird.  Can anyone send me the proper link for the
most up to date version of 3500.1?  And do we need to update our link on our page?
 
Thanks!
___________________________________
Carolyn Hoskinson, Director
Office of Underground Storage Tanks, US EPA
OUST has moved!  My new phone number is 202-564-2564
www.epa.gov/ust
 



http://www.epa.gov/ust






From: Smith, TimR
To: Chuck Watts; Angel Perez
Subject: RE: U.S.T. training for Penn.
Date: Monday, April 06, 2015 3:06:00 PM


Hi Charles,
 
Each state UST implementing agency has its own requirements for reciprocity with other state
programs – if they allow reciprocity. 
 
Below is contact information for Pennsylvania’s UST program.  They will be able to let you know
what their requirements are and whether they recognize certification from Ohio’s program.
 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Waste Management
Division of Storage Tanks
P.O. Box 8762
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8762


Phone: 800-428-2657
Phone: 717-772-5599
Fax: 717-772-5598


UST Program:
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/underground_storage_tanks/20604


Best regards,
Tim Smith
 
From: Chuck Watts [mailto:charles.watts@gfs.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 02, 2015 2:11 PM
To: Smith, TimR; Angel Perez
Subject: U.S.T. training for Penn.
 
Tim my name is Charles and I taken the test in Ohio and passed for a class A certification for
U.S.T.. I will be relocating with my job to PA in the near future and wanted to see if the
certification was transferable from state to state or if there is a refresher course that can be
taken to aide for me getting certified in PA. If it is not possible to transfer and the course needs
to be taken over in my new state of PA can you please provide me with a contact person or a
website to register the training. 
 
--
Charles Watts
2nd Shift lead Springfield Fleet
(937)525-7276 ext. 57277
Gordon Food Service
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Breaking News


Rule Would Increase Prices With No Climate Benefit, Industry Says


Posted July 29, 2014, 2:20 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


An Environmental Protection Agency proposal to regulate carbon dioxide emissions from existing
power plants would drive up electricity costs and cause significant job losses without providing a tangible
climate benefit, coal-reliant states and industry groups said today.


“The U.S. cannot go it alone and expect that our actions will have a meaningful climate impact in a
world economy that is using more coal and more fossil fuels every day,” Paul Cicio, president of Industrial
Energy Consumers of America, said at a public hearing in Washington, D.C., on the proposed rule.


Utilities also opposed the EPA's proposal because it would require carbon dioxide emissions reductions
through demand reduction programs and investments in renewable energy that may be beyond their
control.


Rep. Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.) pledged to continue to oppose the EPA's proposed rule in
Congress and criticized the agency's failure to hold public listening sessions on the rule in coal-producing
states.


Shifting electricity generation from coal to natural gas presents reliability concerns because natural gas
cannot be stockpiled, Cicio said. Rising electricity prices could cause more manufacturers to move their
operations off shore, which could increase emissions, he said. Cicio said the EPA needs to consider this
“carbon leakage” when it tallies the benefits of its proposal.


Power Plant Rule Could Boost Natural Gas Industry, McCabe Says


Posted July 29, 2014, 2:36 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Forthcoming carbon pollution standards for existing power plants could generate 1.2 trillion cubic feet
more natural gas by 2020 compared to a business-as-usual scenario, the Environmental Protection
Agency's top air official said today.


“When done responsibly and safely and carefully and appropriately and knowledgeably, oil and gas
resources have great potential to help this country in terms of spurring economic growth, enhancing our
energy security, improving our air quality, our quality of life, our public health and reducing greenhouse
gas emissions,” Janet McCabe, EPA acting assistant administrator for air and radiation, told the Natural
Gas Roundtable.


McCabe's remarks came as the EPA held its first day of hearings on proposed carbon pollution
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standards for existing power plants. The EPA released its proposed regulations on carbon pollution from
existing power plants June 2 under Section 111(d) of the Clean Air Act.


McCabe described the natural gas industry as a “very important stakeholder group for EPA in this
rule.”


Southern States Say EPA Carbon Rule Won't Count Past Efforts


Posted July 29, 2014, 3:03 P.M. ET


By Chris Marr


The Environmental Protection Agency's draft rules on power plant carbon emissions penalize electric
utilities for their efforts to comply with prior rules, rather than give them credit for past investments, utility
regulators and power industry representatives said at a public hearing in Atlanta today.


From new nuclear reactor construction in Georgia to emission controls equipment at coal-fired power
plants in Alabama and Mississippi, utility regulators complained that their states won't get credit for
projects that have been completed in recent years or that are now under way. In some cases, coal-fired
plants that have received expensive upgrades for compliance purposes might be closed or converted to
natural gas soon, officials said.


“The rules keep changing,” Brandon Presley, commissioner on the Mississippi Public Service
Commission, told EPA staff members. “We've made good investments in Mississippi. We've tried to do
what's right, and we ask that you would recognize that.”


The proposed rule, issued in draft form June 2, would require each state to design and implement
plans for decreasing power plants' carbon dioxide emissions. The EPA has a goal of reducing power plant
carbon emissions 30 percent from 2005 levels by 2030, but its proposal assigns reduction targets for each
state—some higher and some lower than 30 percent.


Dozens of environmental advocates spoke largely in favor of EPA's proposal in Atlanta.


Environmentalists Say Clean Power Plan Lacking; Industry Warns on Jobs


Posted July 29, 2014, 3:28 P.M. ET


By Tripp Baltz


Several speakers at the Denver hearing on the Environmental Protection Agency's proposed clean
power plan today said the proposed rules don't do enough to reduce carbon pollution, while several
industry representatives said it will result in job losses.


“The rule should be strengthened to require the percentage of energy produced by renewable energy
to be 20 percent by 2020 and 30 percent by 2030,” Karen Hadden, executive director of the Sustainable
Development and Economic Development Coalition in Austin, Texas, said while testifying at the hearing at
the EPA's Region 8 headquarters in Denver. “We cannot afford not to act.”


The proposal, announced June 2 by the EPA, is “technically and economically flawed,” said Michael
Hutcheson, environmental engineer for Ameren Corp., a St. Louis-based utility that provides power to
customers in Illinois and Missouri. “It will cause job losses and damage to the economy.”


EPA Opposes Texas Motion to Vacate Cross-State Air Rule


Posted July 29, 2014, 2:28 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


A federal appeals court should deny a request to vacate the 2011 cross-state emissions rule for power
plants as applied to Texas because the time has passed for the state to make such a request, according to
the Environmental Protection Agency.


The EPA, in a reply filed yesterday, said Texas “has not come close” to demonstrating “good cause”
that the court should consider a motion for summary vacatur almost three years after the state first
sought the court's review of the regulation.


Texas is seeking vacatur of the cross-state rule's application, which the state argued would result in
“impermissible over-control” of ozone and fine particulate matter emissions.


The Supreme Court upheld the structure of the cross-state rule in April but left open the possibility



mailto:cmarr@bna.com

mailto:abaltz@bna.com

mailto:pambrosio@bna.com

http://www.bloomberglaw.com/public/document/EME_Homer_City_Generation_LP_v_EPA_Docket_No_1101302_DC_Cir_Aug_2/16





that states could bring “as-applied” challenges to the rule in certain cases. The lawsuit has been remanded
to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit to resolve remaining issues that haven't
yet been addressed.


The EPA argued in its reply that Texas failed to show that the merits of its challenges to the cross-
state rule are “so clear” that they should be addressed in advance of court consideration of the other
issues remaining in the lawsuit.


FERC Commissioners Divided Over Power Plant Rule


Posted July 29, 2014, 1:21 P.M. ET


By Lynn Garner


A House hearing on the first-ever proposal to reduce carbon emissions from existing power plants
exposed sharp differences among members of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission on the impacts
to electric grid reliability, dependence on natural gas-fired generation and on state and regional planning
processes.


FERC's three Democrats—Acting Chairwoman Cheryl LaFleur, John Norris and Norman Bay, who has
not yet been formally sworn in, told the Subcommittee on Energy and Power today that the power plant
rule provides enough flexibility and time to adjust electricity market operations in order to comply with the
emission targets.


Republican commissioners Philip Moeller and Tony Clark expressed skepticism with the Environmental
Protection Agency's assumption that enough pipelines will be built to allow natural gas-fired generation to
replace thousands of megawatts of retiring coal generation.


LaFleur and the other commissioners did agree that the EPA should take into consideration a regional
approach to reflect the multistate nature of the bulk power grid.


House Republicans questioned whether FERC had sufficient input in the EPA's proposed rule and its
impact on electricity markets.


LaFleur said she had one meeting with EPA officials in February. That was followed by five EPA and
FERC staff meetings, she said. The other commissioners said they had no consultations with the EPA.


Industry Would Pay for Superfund Under Bill Introduced in Senate


Posted July 29, 2014, 3:21 P.M. ET


By Pat Ware


Legislation that would force industries responsible for contamination of Superfund sites to pay for their
cleanup was introduced in the Senate today.


The bill, introduced by Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.), would reinstate the excise tax on polluting
industries to pay for the cleanup of Superfund sites.


It also would expand the definition of crude oil to make oil from tar sands and shales subject to the
excise tax. In addition, the legislation would make funds available to the Environmental Protection Agency
on an ongoing basis, not subject to annual appropriations.


Sens. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) and Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) are co-sponsors of the bill, the
Superfund Polluter Pays Restoration Act.


The “polluter pays” tax that previously funded the Superfund program expired in 1995. The EPA
doesn't have adequate resources to clean up the more than 1,300 most polluted sites on the agency's
National Priorities List, the Government Accountability Office has said.


Climate Impacts May Restrict National Guard, Reserves, Adviser Says


Posted July 29, 2014, 1:09 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


A former Defense Department official said today that flooding and other severe weather linked to
climate change will put more domestic strains on the National Guard and Reserves, even as an
increasingly lean U.S. military expects to rely on them to shoulder more of the burden of future armed
conflicts.
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Sherri Goodman, a deputy undersecretary of defense from 1993 to 2001, told the Senate Budget
Committee that multiple storms affecting the U.S. at the same time could affect troop readiness, as those
personnel “are less available to respond to worldwide crises.”


“The frequency, severity and probability that these events could happen simultaneously will also likely
increase demand for active duty forces” to support civil authorities, as was done during Hurricane Katrina,
according to Goodman, now executive director of the CNA Military Advisory Board.


Nine of the 10 costliest storms in U.S. history have occurred over the last decade, Goodman said.


According to the Defense Department, by fiscal year 2017, Army troop levels are projected to decline
by 64,000 and the Marine Corps by 15,000 from fiscal 2012 levels. That would reverse most of the troop
buildup needed to fight wars in Afghanistan and Iraq since 2001, according to the department’s report,
“Defense Budget Priorities and Choices: Fiscal Year 2014.”


EPA to Continue Requiring Greenhouse Gas Controls in Air Permits


Posted July 29, 2014, 12:58 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


Major stationary sources that are subject to prevention of significant deterioration construction permit
requirements for conventional pollutants will still be required to implement best available control
technology requirements for greenhouse gas emissions, according to the Environmental Protection
Agency.


The EPA, in a memo dated July 24, said those sources remain subject to existing permitting
regulations despite a June ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court that removed greenhouse gas permitting
requirements for certain sources of pollution.


The court ruled that while the EPA can require greenhouse gas controls for major stationary sources
that trigger permitting requirements for conventional pollutants, a facility's greenhouse gas emissions
alone don't trigger PSD or title V permitting requirements.


The agency also said that it doesn't intend to continue processing permit applications for sources if
greenhouse gases are the only pollutant that would trigger the permitting requirements. For existing
permits issued solely based on greenhouse gas emissions, the agency's “general thinking” is that it may be
appropriate to eventually remove greenhouse gas control language from those permits and convert the
permits to “minor source” permits when feasible, according to the memo.


California, Mexico Sign Pacts on Clean Energy, Climate Policies


Posted July 29, 2014, 3:23 P.M. ET


By Carolyn Whetzel


California will work with Mexican officials to advance cross-border investments in clean energy under a
bilateral pact announced today.


California Gov. Jerry Brown (D) and Mexico's Secretary of Energy Pedro Joaquin Coldwell signed the
Memorandum of Understanding agreeing to work together on clean energy research and developing and
deploying renewable energy and biofuel projects.


The agreement also includes a commitment to explore integrating Baja California Norte into
California's energy market and support expanded markets for clean and energy-efficient technologies,
including manufacturing and transportation.


Brown's energy pact with Mexico comes a day after he signed an agreement with the Mexican
environmental officials to cooperate on efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to address climate
change.


California's governor is visiting Mexico with a delegation of state officials, business leaders and
representatives from nongovernmental organizations to foster cross-border trade and investments.


White House Opposes Endangered Species Act Changes


Posted July 29, 2014, 12:55 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski



mailto:pambrosio@bna.com

http://www.epa.gov/nsr/documents/20140724memo.pdf

mailto:cwhetzel@bna.com

mailto:akovski@bna.com





The White House today threatened to veto a bill that cobbles together four proposed amendments to
the Endangered Species Act that would require disclosure of essential data and litigation burdens and
would require consideration of state, county and tribal data.


The 21st Century Endangered Species Transparency Act (H.R. 4315), taken to the House floor for
debate today, also would cap attorneys' fees in such cases at $125 an hour.


The bill as taken to the full House would combine four bills, H.R. 4315, 4316, 4317 and 4318.


The White House said the bill would discourage cooperation by disclosing some information that
scientists or landowners want kept private. Like House Democrats, the White House also interpreted one
phrase in the bill as deeming data from states, counties and tribes as “best available” without regard to
actual quality.


“In addition, H.R. 4315 would add yet another administratively burdensome reporting requirement to
an already long list of reporting requirements,” the White House said.


“Finally, the bill would limit the ability of citizens to seek recourse in the courts against unlawful
Federal actions, diminishing a critical tool for citizens,” the White House said.


Podesta: Approval to Export Condensate Not Coordinated With White House


Posted July 29, 2014, 12:25 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The Department of Commerce's decision to allow the export of lightly processed crude oil was “not
coordinated with the White House,” John Podesta, counselor to President Barack Obama, said.


“The types of product that are being produced right now we continue to monitor with respect to their
ability to be refined through U.S. refineries,” Podesta told reporters during a conference call. “It is
something that is under review through our economic processes at the White House.”


The Commerce Department approved petitions by Pioneer Natural Resources Co. and Enterprise
Products Partners LP to export condensate, an ultralight oil that has been stripped of lighter gases to make
it less volatile for transport. That move was seen as a signal that the White House may act to loosen a 40-
year-old ban on crude oil exports.


Delaying Climate Policy Risks Extra Costs, White House Says


Posted July 29, 2014, 10:33 A.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


Delaying international policy action to mitigate climate change could impose extra costs on the global
economy and make it harder to hit climate targets in the long run, according to a report released by the
White House today.


The report, prepared by the president's Council of Economic Advisers, looked at the economic
consequences of delaying international policies that limit greenhouse gas concentrations. It found that
delaying climate policies now would create additional costs as countries are left to adopt more abrupt and
stringent policies later.


Each decade of delay adds an extra 40 percent to the cost of hitting a specific climate target, the
report said.


The report also looked at the cost of delaying policy action that causes countries to miss an
internationally agreed upon target of limiting global warming to 2 degrees Celsius above preindustrial
levels. The CEA found that stabilizing the temperature rise at 3 degrees Celsius could increase the
economic costs of climate change by about 0.9 percent of global output per year. For the U.S., that could
mean billions of dollars each year, it said.


The report is meant to show the motivation behind a series of executive actions the Obama
administration has taken on climate change, including the Environmental Protection Agency's proposal to
regulate carbon dioxide emissions from existing power plants. Public hearings for the proposal start
today.


Democrats’ Resolution Recognizing Climate Change Falls in Senate


Posted July 29, 2014, 3:49 P.M. ET
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By Dean Scott


Senate Democrats tried and failed yesterday to get senators to approve a nonbinding resolution
formally recognizing that climate change is occurring and poses ongoing risks after it drew an objection
from Republican Sen. James Inhofe (Okla.).


The “sense-of-the-Senate” resolution, offered by Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.), was offered as a
unanimous consent request, meaning a single objection from a senator would kill it. The proposal (S. Res.
524) was backed by more than 20 Democrats, and Klobuchar was joined by Sens. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.)
and Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) in urging colleagues on the floor to support it.


But Inhofe, who is skeptical of linking climate change to human activities, said the push by Democrats
for the measure comes as other countries such as Australia have rolled back carbon taxes and other
climate action. In a floor speech, Inhofe called for protecting “the American people from the senseless
global warming policies” advocated by Democrats and objected to the consent request.


Whitehouse told Bloomberg BNA today that Democrats are not finished pursuing such resolutions. “We
will keep working on it,” he said.


EPA Threatened With Lawsuit Over 2014 Renewable Fuel Volumes


Posted July 29, 2014, 3:44 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The head of an ethanol trade group vowed today to sue the Environmental Protection Agency if the
agency moves forward with proposed reductions in renewable fuel standard volume obligations.


“If they gut the program, thinking they are helping us, they are going to find themselves in court,” Bob
Dinneen, president of the Washington-based Renewable Fuels Association, which represents ethanol
makers such as Abengoa SA, said in an interview. “If they so screw this up that Exxon Mobil now gets to
decide how much renewable fuel we are going use, then I'm going to defend the program.”


The proposal, which has yet to be vetted by the White House Office of Management and Budget, is
expected to be finalized in August or September, according to industry analysts.
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From: Fiedler, Linda
To: White, Hal
Subject: FW: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
Date: Thursday, December 03, 2015 9:30:55 AM


See below.  Is there a publication related to the material on the NRMRL website?
 
Thanks.
 
Linda Fiedler
USEPA Technology Assessment Branch
fiedler.linda@epa.gov
703-603-7194 (phone)
703-603-9135 (fax)
Mailing Address: USEPA (5203P), 1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, DC 20460
Physical/FedEx Delivery Address: USEPA, 2777 Crystal Drive, One Potomac Yard,
Room S-4216,Arlington, VA 22202
**Note EPA email accounts will no longer send/receive messages >25MB.**
 


From: Joe Odencrantz [mailto:jodencrantz@tri-s.com] 
Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2015 9:19 AM
To: Fiedler, Linda <Fiedler.Linda@epa.gov>
Subject: Request for Publication Information
 
Dear Ms. Fiedler:
 
Can you kindly send me the exact date of publication of the following article and/or the citation?
 
MTBE Diving Plumes  by Acree and Wilson
U.S. EPA, National Risk Management Research Laboratory, 2004
 
I found to 2-page article here https://clu-
in.org/contaminantfocus/default.focus/sec/methyl_tertiary_butyl_ether_%28mtbe%29/cat/Detection_and_Site_Characterization/ 
and there is only the 2004 date listed at this page. There is no date on the document itself.
 
Thank you kindly and I am using this paper as part of an expert report in a confidential arbitration in England.
 
Joe Odencrantz
 
Joe Odencrantz, Ph.D., P.E.
Principal
Tri-S Environmental
Newport Beach, California
p:  949-644-8602  Direct
m: 949-698-8851 try Direct first please
jodencrantz@tri-s.com
www.tri-s.com
http://www.google.com/profiles/joeodencrantz
http://www.linkedin.com/in/josephodencrantz


 
 
"One World, One Environment"
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
 THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS E-MAIL MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE  PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL USE OF THE DESIGNATED RECIPIENT(S) NAMED ABOVE. IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE
IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR ANY AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING IT TO  THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS MESSAGE IN ERROR AND THAT
ANY REVIEW,  DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR COPYING OF THIS MESSAGE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY ME IMMEDIATELY BY
REPLYING TO THE MESSAGE AND DELETE THE ENTIRE MESSAGE FROM YOUR E-MAIL SYSTEM WITHOUT PRINTING ANY COPIES OR FORWARDING TO ANYONE.  THANK YOU.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA Asks Supreme Court to Decline Review
Of Suit Over California Off-Road Limits
Federal appellate judges correctly dismissed a lawsuit brought by
road builders challenging Environmental Protection Agency
approval of state regulations for nonroad vehicles for being filed
too late, the agency told the U.S. Supreme...


Climate Change
EPA Revises Warming Potentials Industries
Use to Calculate Greenhouse Gas Emissions
The Environmental Protection Agency revised the global warming
potentials that industries will use to calculate their annual
greenhouse gas emissions in a final rule to be published in the
Federal Register Nov. 29....


Climate Change
EU Moves Toward More Flexibility in 2020
Limits on Cars' Carbon Dioxide Emissions
The European Parliament and the EU Council have resolved a
dispute over a modification to a draft European Union regulation
on carbon dioxide emissions from private cars to give German
automakers more time to meet the new limits....


Endangered Species
Court Gives NOAA Fisheries Until Aug. 1
To Correct Warfare Training Rules
A federal court in Eureka, Calif., has given NOAA Fisheries Service
until Aug. 1, 2014, to bring regulations and related documents it
issued to the U.S. Navy for warfare training exercises along the
coasts of Washington, Oregon and Northern...



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=AGENCY&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:129

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=STATE&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:130

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=TRIBUNAL&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:131

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=INTL-ORGANIZATION&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:132

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=INTL-ORGANIZATION&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:132

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=FEDERAL-STATUTE&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:133

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/cases_issue.adp?prod=deln&emc=delnepa:deln:134

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=71E4E149CA3328C4FBE11241AFBB5D1B&type=list&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:135

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=96A258FD31AE6BBB6F9AFF3F81EED4E7&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:136

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=3637FF265BC704F6BE77A5FD1B1B5D33&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:137

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=5865B176E7BD6A0404F5B7770EF854B2&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:138

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/pdf_archive.adp?group_name=DENPDF&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:139

mailto:bhighlig@bna.com

mailto:Smith.TimR@epa.gov

http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup?emc=delnepa:deln:101

http://news.bna.com/deln/?emc=delnepa:deln:102

mailto:clayman.shari@epa.gov

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3R8Z2V9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:110

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3R8Z2V9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:110

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3R8M5K5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:111

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3R8M5K5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:111

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3R8K0A2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:112

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3R8K0A2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:112

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3R8X5Y5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:113

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3R8X5Y5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:113





Energy
Energy Department Considering New
Appliance Energy Efficiency Standards
The Energy Department is considering setting revised or first-time
energy efficiency standards for wine chillers, residential
dehumidifiers, residential boilers, and beverage vending
machines, according to the department's semiannual...


Energy
EPA Publishes 2014 Renewable Fuel
Proposal, Opens Public Comment Period
The Environmental Protection Agency will publish its proposed
renewable fuel standard blending requirements for 2014 in the
Federal Register Nov. 29....


Enforcement
Proposed Settlement Requires Upgrades
To Pennsylvania Wastewater Treatment Unit
A western Pennsylvania treatment plant that processes
wastewater from conventional oil and gas drilling would be
required to upgrade to drastically reduce the levels of total
dissolved solids and chlorides discharged to the Allegheny River...


Natural Resources
Federal Court Upholds Tahoe National Forest
Plan Governing Use of Motorized Vehicles
A federal court in Sacramento, Calif., has upheld a U.S. Forest
Service plan governing the use of motorized vehicles in Tahoe
National Forest (Friends of Tahoe Forest Access v. USDA, E.D.
Cal., No. 12-cv-01876, 11/22/13)....


Natural Resources
Interior Says Regulatory Priorities Include
Fracking, Renewables, Gas Flaring, Coal Gas
The Interior Department posted its semiannual list of regulatory
priorities Nov. 26 with prominence given to energy issues,
including the department's plans for updating its regulations for
hydraulic fracturing and establishing...


Regulatory Policy
EPA Regulatory Agenda Emphasizes Climate
Change, Chemical Security, Clean Water, Air
The Environmental Protection Agency in 2014 plans to develop
regulations aimed at addressing climate change, securing
chemicals, providing clean water and improving air quality,
according to an updated regulatory agenda posted Nov. 26....


Storage Tanks
Final EPA Underground Storage Tank Rules
Pushed Back to Summer 2014, Official Says
The Environmental Protection Agency has pushed back its
anticipated date for a final rule on underground storage tanks
until summer 2014, an agency official told Bloomberg BNA Nov.
27. ...


Toxic Substances
EPA Regulatory Agenda Addresses Workers
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In Forthcoming Chemical, Pesticide Rules
The Environmental Protection Agency's fall 2013 regulatory
agenda describes for the first time a plan to propose by July 2014
a rule that would align worker protection requirements in
significant new use rules with the Occupational Safety...


Water Pollution
Stormwater Runoff, Definition of U.S. Waters
Listed as EPA Rulemaking Priorities for 2014
The Environmental Protection Agency is developing rules it says
will reduce pollution from stormwater runoff and is working to
establish more clarity about the term "waters of the United
States" over which it has regulatory jurisdiction,...


Wetlands
80,000 Acres of Coastal Wetlands Vanishing
Each Year in U.S., Federal Study Reports
Coastal wetlands are vanishing at a rate of more than 80,000
acres a year in the United States, according to a federal study,
about six times greater than the estimated rate of wetland loss
for the entire United States....
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NOVEMBER 27 FEDERAL REGISTER


NOVEMBER 29 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Smith, TimR
To: Maher, Dennis
Subject: Re: UST Training
Date: Monday, October 19, 2015 2:52:00 PM


Hello Mr. Maher,
 
Please note that although a certificate of completion is printed after the final exam is
completed, the training is not accredited through any organization.  The training is available to
the public.  But the program was designed with EPA and state UST compliance inspectors in
mind.  These inspectors typically certify or recertify their training requirements that includes
this training.    
 
The training used to be available in two locations.  Unfortunately, it is now only available
through a Website accessible to local, state, and federal government employees.  Apparently,
the program it was developed in, Macromedia Flash, is no longer widely supported across the
Internet.  EPA is working on updating the program.  We plan to keep it available to the public. 
However, it will not be finished any time before April 2016. 
 
Sorry to be the bearer of bad news.
 
=================
TimR Smith
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
Release Prevention Division - MC5402P
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
Email: smith.timr@epa.gov
Office: 703-603-7158
=================


From: Maher, Dennis <Dennis.Maher@hdrinc.com>
Sent: Monday, October 12, 2015 11:14 AM
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: UST Training
 
Mr. Smith,
 
My name is Dennis Maher, I am an STI-001 AST tank inspector looking to become federally certified in
UST inspections, can you please tell me if the course listed here: EPA Underground Storage Tank Web-
Based Training is available to civilian contractors? If not, can you tell me where I can find such training?
 
Thank you.
 
Dennis
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DENNIS P. MAHER
Senior Consultant
 
HDR
5426 Bay Center Drive
Tampa, FL 33609-3444


813.442.0291
Dennis.Maher@hdrinc.com
hdrinc.com/follow-us
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Renewable Fuels
Date: Tuesday, April 21, 2015 7:16:19 AM


Renewable Fuels
 
Comments are due April 20 on EPA's analysis of the lifecycle GHG impacts from using “pennycress”
oil feedstock in biofuels to satisfy the agency's renewable fuel standard (RFS). The analysis could
inform the wider debate over how EPA calculates the amount of biofuels that qualify for use in the
fuel supply as part of the RFS -- a program that critics are trying to reform or repeal.
 
Sen. Jeff Flake (R-AZ) recently introduced a bill that aims to reduce the RFS production target for
cellulosic biofuels by requiring the goal to be based on actual biofuels production. In a statement,
the senator said that his legislation would end the problem of EPA proposing unachievable goals
based on “phantom” aspirational production.
 
http://insideepa.com/the-week-ahead
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA Says Court Should Deny State Motion
To Vacate Cross-State Air Rule in Texas
A federal appeals court should deny a request to vacate the 2011
cross-state emissions rule for power plants as applied to Texas
because the time has passed for the state to make such a
request, according to the Environmental Protection Agency...


Climate Change
Democrats' Resolution Noting U.S. Impacts,
Existence of Climate Change Fails in Senate
Senate Democrats tried but failed July 29 to get the chamber to
support a nonbinding resolution that would have recognized the
existence of climate change and that it poses ongoing risks after
their proposal drew an objection from Republican...


Climate Change
Weather Effects May Strain Guard, Reserves, 
Affect Readiness, Former DoD Official Warns
A former Defense Department official told the Senate Budget
Committee July 29 that flooding and other severe weather linked
to climate change will further strain the National Guard and
Reserves, even as an increasingly lean U.S. military...


Climate Change
White House Enlists Microsoft, Others
To Use Big Data for Agricultural Resilience
The White House has tapped Microsoft Corp., the Coca-Cola Co.
and more than two dozen other private sector partners to
leverage big data toward making the agricultural sector more
resilient to the impacts of climate change....
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Climate Policy
Delaying Climate Policies Risks Higher
Economic Costs, White House Report Says
Delaying international policy action to mitigate climate change
could impose extra costs on the global economy and make it
harder to hit climate targets in the long run, according to a report
released by the White House....


Climate Regulation
EPA to Continue Applying Greenhouse Gas
Control Requirements Under Air Permits
Major stationary sources that are subject to prevention of
significant deterioration construction permit or Title V operating
permit requirements for conventional pollutants still will be
required to implement best available control...


Climate Regulation
FERC Commissioners Split on Party Lines
Over EPA's Carbon Rule for Power Plants
A House hearing on the first-ever proposal to reduce carbon
emissions from existing power plants exposed sharp differences
among members of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
regarding the impacts on grid reliability, the increased...


Climate Regulation
Natural Gas Industry Could Get Boost
From Power Plant Rules, McCabe Says
Forthcoming carbon pollution standards for existing power plants
could spur the development of 1.2 trillion cubic feet more natural
gas in 2020 compared to a business-as-usual scenario, the
Environmental Protection Agency's top air...


Climate Regulation
Power Plant Rule Would Threaten Economy
With No Climate Benefit, Industry Says
An Environmental Protection Agency proposal to regulate carbon
dioxide emissions from existing power plants would drive up
electricity costs and cause significant job losses without providing
a tangible climate benefit, coal-reliant...


Climate Regulation
Southern States Complain EPA Carbon
Rules Won't Give Credit for Past Efforts
The EPA's proposed rules to regulate carbon emissions from
power plants penalize electric utilities for their efforts to comply
with prior rules, rather than give them credit for past
investments, utility regulators and power industry...


Climate Regulation
West Feeling Economic, Weather Effects,
Speakers Say at Denver Clean Power Hearing
As they did at other regional hearings on the Environmental
Protection Agency's clean power proposal, speakers at a Denver
hearing on the proposed rules testified on their potential
economic and environmental effects. ...


Endangered Species



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F3X9T1G1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:114

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F3X9T1G1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:114

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F3X4X5E2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:115

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F3X4X5E2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:115

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F3X5B5Q8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:116

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F3X5B5Q8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:116

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F3X4Y5R6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:117

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F3X4Y5R6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:117

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F3X4Y6F6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:118

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F3X4Y6F6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:118

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F3X5A2J5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:119

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F3X5A2J5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:119

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F3X9T4E2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:120

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F3X9T4E2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:120





House Approves Bill to Amend Species Act 
Despite Threat of Veto From White House
The House July 29 voted 233-190 to amend the Endangered
Species Act to require more disclosure of essential data and
litigation costs and to require consideration of state, county and
tribal data....


Energy
California, Mexico Sign Agreements
To Cooperate on Clean Energy, Climate
California and Mexico have signed a bilateral pact aimed at
advancing cross-border investments in clean energy....


Energy
Podesta: Crude Condensate Approvals
‘Not Coordinated’ With White House
The Commerce Department's decision to allow two companies to
export lightly processed crude oil was "not coordinated with the
White House," White House advisor John Podesta said during a
conference call with reporters. ...


Energy
Senators, BLM Director Discuss Ways
To Boost Conventional, Renewable Energy
Senators of both parties pushed two bills a little farther forward
July 29 in the hope of expediting the processing of permits for
energy development on federal lands....


Enforcement
New York Property Owner Held Liable
For Contaminated Fill Near Reservoir
A state court judge has found an upstate New York property
owner liable for the cleanup of more than 40,000 cubic yards of
contaminated construction and demolition debris he used as
landfill on a hilltop site beside a New York City drinking water...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Regulation, Cost Are Impediments to Options
For Meeting Oil, Gas Producers' Water Needs
As freshwater supplies become more scarce in Texas due to an
historic drought and dramatic population growth, oil and gas
producers are looking for ways to make their operations more
sustainable, including increasing the recycling of their...


International Climate
China Promotes Low-Carbon Technology
China has published a draft catalog of technologies that it says
can help various industrial sectors cut their carbon emissions, the
National Development and Reform Commission said July 25.
Meant to guide purchases by state-owned companies...


Oil & Gas
DOE Announces New Initiatives
To Address Methane Leaks in Pipelines
The Energy Department announced July 29 a series of initiatives,
partnerships and commitments from interested parties that it
says will help reduce methane emissions from natural gas
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transmission and distribution systems. ...


Pipeline Safety
PHMSA to Request More Pipeline Data for Mapping
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration wants
to expand collected data for its National Pipeline Mapping System
Program and is requesting public comments. The program maps
PHMSA-regulated gas transmission pipelines,...


Solid Waste
D.C. Polystyrene Food Package Ban Signed
District of Columbia restaurants, delicatessens, grocery stores
and other food retailers will be banned from packaging most
foods in disposable polystyrene containers as of Jan. 1, 2016,
under legislation (B20-573) signed by Mayor Vincent...


Vehicle Fuels
EPA Threatened With Lawsuit Over
2014 Renewable Fuel Standard Volumes
Renewable fuel advocates disappointed with the Environmental
Protection Agency's proposed reduction in renewable fuel
standard volume obligations say they are considering legal action
if the agency doesn't raise the requirement...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


JULY 29 FEDERAL REGISTER


JULY 30 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Kapuscinski, Rich
To: White, Hal; Walker, Tom
Cc: Anderson, Will
Subject: Form submission from: Vapor Intrusion Contact Us (Request for OUST Response to stanleyndosi61@gmail.com)
Date: Thursday, April 07, 2016 10:36:23 AM


Would you please respond to the inquirer (see below) with an answer to
his question pertaining to PVI?


Thanks for your time and consideration.


Rich Kapuscinski


-----Original Message-----
From: drupal_admin@epa.gov [mailto:drupal_admin@epa.gov]
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2016 10:10 AM
To: Kapuscinski, Rich <Kapuscinski.Rich@epa.gov>
Subject: Form submission from: Vapor Intrusion Contact Us About Vapor Intrusion form


Submitted on 04/07/2016 10:09AM


Submitted values are:


Name: stanley ndosi


Email Address: stanleyndosi61@gmail.com


Comments: I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW HOW CAN SOMEONE BE ABLE TO FIND ANTOINE
CONSTANTS A,B,C FOR GASOLINE WITH RVP OF 10?. AND ALSO FOR DIESEL?
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Opportunity


From: EnergyGuardian
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: Obama, GOP set battle lines over climate and Keystone
Date: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 7:23:42 AM


Advertise   |   Contact


Energy and environment headlines for the morning of Wednesday, January 21, 2015


Obama, GOP set
battle lines over
climate and
Keystone


By Edward Felker


President Barack Obama and
Republicans on Tuesday
previewed battles ahead over the
Keystone XL pipeline and his
climate regulatory agenda, but
with gas prices low and the economy growing, both avoided new energy policy
pitches to the American public.


In his State of the Union address, Obama vowed to resist Republican attempts to
halt his climate action plan, including first-ever planned regulation of carbon
from coal-fired power plants.


And Obama chided Republicans for pursuing legislation to approve the $8 billion
Keystone oil sands crude line from Canada, and called on them to instead pass his
four-year, $302 billion highways bill proposal.


"No challenge -- no challenge -- poses a greater threat to future generations than
climate change," Obama said. "I will not let this Congress endanger the health of
our children by turning back the clock on our efforts," he added.


Speaking to a joint session of Congress, Obama took his latest shot at Republicans
who have cited their lack of scientific knowledge to question whether human
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activity is driving climate change.


Obama said they were attempting to "dodge the evidence" while risking
catastrophic sea level rise, droughts and floods that weaken national security, and
noted that 2014 was the warmest year on record. 


He also renewed his goal of reaching an international climate deal at a United
Nations summit in December, building on his climate plan and a deal with China
to cap its carbon emissions in the future.


"I am determined to make sure that American leadership drives international
action," Obama said.


He did not mention the Keystone XL project by name, but referred to -- and
downplayed -- bills to approve the line immediately, which Republicans passed in
the House earlier this month and are pushing through the Senate.


Obama has said Congress should not interfere in the presidential permit process
and threatened to veto an approval bill if sent to him.


"Let’s set our sights higher than a single oil pipeline. Let’s pass a bipartisan
infrastructure plan that could create more than thirty times as many jobs per year,
and make this country stronger for decades to come," Obama said.


In the Republican response, freshman Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, scored Obama for
failing to approve Keystone in the six years since it was first proposed by owner
TransCanada.


She put the project among the "the kind of serious job-creation ideas you deserve"
that Republicans will pass under their new majority in the Senate.


"President Obama will soon have a decision to make: will he sign the bill, or block
good American jobs?" she said.


Ernst also vowed that Republicans will push back against Obama's regulatory
agenda, but did not mention any specific policy. "We’ll work to correct executive
overreach," she said.


House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, took his own shots at Obama, issuing a
statement during the speech that contended Obama has "repeatedly stood in the
way of more American energy production and plans to continue doing so through
new regulations."


Quick Links


Obama: New sanctions all but guarantee Iran talks will fail


City tries to repair contaminated water system after spill







Toyota remains top in global vehicle sales, pushes green credentials


Discovery of larval Missouri River pallid sturgeon heralded


Bolivian leader begins new term with economic clouds forming


Gasoline tax omitted from Obama’s address


Oil gains on signs of drilling slowdown


Satellite to study soil and carbon due for Jan. 29 launch


Carlyle’s Rubenstein recommends buying distressed oil debt


Emission cuts the goal as groups give $48M to states


Biodiesel chief urges return to RFS certainty


Mislabeling fuel costs Shell affiliates $900,000


Wolf inauguration attracts fracking protests in Pa.


Kidnapping of OPEC governor dramatizes continuing Libya chaos


Think tank report finds Exelon-Pepco merger bad for D.C.


Upcoming Events


Obama: New sanctions all but guarantee Iran
talks will fail


By Deb Riechmann


WASHINGTON (AP) — Senators are pushing to have a say about the ongoing
international negotiations aimed at preventing Iran from developing nuclear
weapons, a move they say will further destabilize an increasingly volatile
Mideast.


The Senate Foreign Relations Committee is working on legislation that would
allow Congress to weigh in by allowing it to take an up-down vote on any deal
the Obama administration reaches with Tehran. A committee hearing on
Wednesday will focus on the status of the negotiations and the role of
Congress.
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"Whether it's the intelligence agencies in Israel or the people we deal with
around the world, I have had no one yet say that Congress voting up or down
on this deal would do anything but strengthen the administration's hand and
help cause this process to come to fruition," Committee Chairman Bob Corker,
R-Tenn., said Tuesday.


President Barack Obama, who wants to let the negotiations with Tehran play
out before any new sanctions are considered, says he will veto any Iran
sanctions bill that lands on his desk. New sanctions "will all but guarantee that
diplomacy fails, alienating America from its allies and ensuring that Iran starts
up its nuclear program again," Obama said in his State of the Union speech
Tuesday.


"It doesn't make sense," Obama declared, adding that Americans expect
government to go to war only as a last resort.


More


City tries to repair contaminated water
system after spill


By Matthew Brown


GLENDIVE, Mont. (AP) — Authorities were scrambling to decontaminate a
water treatment plant serving 6,000 eastern Montana residents after a cancer-
causing component of oil was found downstream of a Yellowstone River
pipeline spill.


Up to 50,000 gallons of crude were released in Saturday's spill.


As residents of Glendive lined up at a distribution center to receive bottled
water, officials took initial steps Tuesday to decontaminate the city's water
treatment plant by adding more activated carbon — a type of charcoal.


If that approach does not work, officials planned to add equipment to the plant
that would pre-treat water coming into the facility from an intake beneath the
river.


More


Toyota remains top in global vehicle sales,
pushes green credentials


By Yuri Kageyama


TOKYO (AP) — Toyota Motor Corp. stayed at the top in global vehicle sales in
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2014, taking that auto industry crown for the third year straight, but was less
upbeat about this year.


The Japanese automaker sold 10.23 million vehicles, beating out Volkswagen
and General Motors. But it expects to sell fewer trucks and cars this year,
forecasting sales will fall 1 percent year-on-year to 10.15 million vehicles,
according to numbers released Wednesday.


The drop is largely due to a projected 9 percent plunge in Japan sales. Japan
sales had been inflated in the early part of last year ahead of a sales tax hike.
Overall, the Japanese auto market is weakening because of population
decline. Toyota expects overseas sales to grow 2 percent this year to more than
8 million vehicles from 7.9 million vehicles last year.


Toyota is eager to elevate its brand to more than a maker of reasonably priced,
reliable products with race cars and luxury models that can help shed its
previous staid and boring image.


It is also a leader in green technology, having scored success with its Prius gas-
electric hybrid, and is now banking on an even more futuristic technology
called fuel cells.


More


Discovery of larval Missouri River pallid
sturgeon heralded


By Jim Suhr


ST. LOUIS (AP) — The discovery of two lab-confirmed tiny pallid sturgeons in
the Missouri River near St. Louis offers fresh proof the endangered species
descending from the dinosaur era is reproducing, the Army Corps of Engineers
said Tuesday.


The two larval sturgeons, found by the Missouri Department of Conservation
last June, mark the first time the species at such early stages have turned up
during samplings of a 811-mile stretch of the Missouri, from the Gavins Point
Dam between Nebraska and South Dakota to St. Louis. Genetic testing by
Southern Illinois University in Carbondale confirmed the larval fish as pallid
sturgeons, meaning "there's some natural reproduction occurring," said Joe
Bonneau, the Corps' South Dakota-based chief of threatened and endangered
species.


The pallid sturgeon is a cousin of the more-common shovelnose sturgeon and
is native to the Mississippi and Missouri rivers. It's a bottom-feeding fish that's
been listed as a federal endangered species since 1990, spurring conservation
and habitat restoration effort. Many of the pallid sturgeons found in the
Missouri originated in hatcheries and were transplanted into the river, and
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offspring in the wild generally have difficulty surviving beyond a year or so.


During sampling efforts, "we catch lots of larval sturgeon and send all those
fish to geneticists, and until now they've all come back as shovelnose sturgeon,"
said Bonneau. "This doesn't mean we've turned a corner and everything will be
rosy," but the two larval fish — one 48 millimeters long, the other half that —
give biologists something to study.


More


Bolivian leader begins new term with
economic clouds forming


By Carlos Valdez


LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) — Bolivian President Evo Morales is set to begin a new
term that will make him the Andean nation's longest-serving leader, riding
high on a wave of unprecedented growth and stability.


But as he prepares to take the oath Thursday, Morales and his countrymen face
economic challenges that could quickly erode those gains and test the 55-year-
old leader's popularity.


Morales' fortunes will depend on how he copes with an imminent plunge in
natural gas prices, the main source of Bolivia's export revenue. After he exacted
a bigger share of natural gas profits, Bolivia's gross domestic product tripled,
reaching $30.6 billion in 2014. With oil prices testing multi-year lows, gas
revenues are expected to shrivel.


"Morales has had the greatest political and economic power of any president in
(Bolivian) history thanks to what has been the country's biggest bonanza," said
Marcelo Silva, a political scientist at San Andres University in La Paz, speaking
of the commodities windfall and Morales' ascendance as Bolivia's first
indigenous leader.


More


A message from the American Petroleum Institute


America is now the world's #1 natural gas producer and will soon be #1
in oil. Now more than ever, abundant energy means abundant
prosperity, opportunity and security for all Americans.


Learn more at EnergyTomorrow.org
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SPONSORED LINKS


Obama administration announces methane rules
Oil and gas industry methane emissions down sharply. CLICK HERE
TO READ THE BRIEF


Gasoline tax omitted from Obama’s address


President Barack Obama called on Congress to approve legislation to boost the
country’s infrastructure, but didn’t suggest increasing the federal gasoline tax
as a way to fund it, The Hill reports.


More


Oil gains on signs of drilling slowdown


Further signs that oil companies are trimming their spending, jobs and slowing
their drilling helped support oil prices in volatile trading early Wednesday.
West Texas Intermediate crude for March delivery gained 13 cents to $46.60 a
barrel in electronic trading on the Nymex, while in London Brent was 98 cents
higher at $48.97, Bloomberg reports.


More


Satellite to study soil and carbon due for Jan. 29 launch


On Jan. 29 scientists will launch the Soil Moisture Active Passive Instrument,
or SMAP, from Vandenberg Air Force Base, to measure soil moisture and
carbon emissions and see how much carbon different plants can absorb, E&E
reports.


More


Carlyle’s Rubenstein recommends buying distressed oil
debt


The debt of oil companies that borrowed heavily on the basis of oil at $100 a
barrel could be ripe pickings for savvy investors, Carlyle Group co-founder
David Rubenstein said at the World Economic Forum in Davos, CNBC reports.


More


Emission cuts the goal as groups give $48M to states
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States will get a $48 million boost for their efforts to cut back emissions from
electricity production, according to an announcement expected Wednesday
from Bloomberg Philanthropies and a California couple, Mark Heising and
Elizabeth Simons, who are interested in cutting climate change risks, The New
York Times reports.


More


Biodiesel chief urges return to RFS certainty


Joe Jobe, head of the National Biodiesel Board, told a conference in Texas that
the industry needs an end to the uncertainty springing from Environmental
Protection Agency delays in finalizing the Renewable Fuel Standard, Platts
reports.


More


Mislabeling fuel costs Shell affiliates $900,000


Deer Park Refining Limited Partnership, Motiva Enterprises LLC and Equilon
Enterprises LLC -– all Shell affiliates -– will pay $900,000 for improperly
labeling and selling gasoline and diesel that did not conform to standards
under the Clean Air Act, under a settlement that the Environmental Protection
Agency announced Tuesday, The Hill reports.


More


Wolf inauguration attracts fracking protests in Pa.


Eight protesters against fracking were arrested at the inauguration of Gov. Tom
Wolf, D-Pa., Tuesday, NPR reports.


More


Kidnapping of OPEC governor dramatizes continuing
Libya chaos


Officials familiar with the matter have told The Wall Street Journal that Samir
Kamal, Libya’s OPEC governor and head of the planning department for the
country’s oil ministry, has been kidnapped, another sign of the continuing
unrest since the overthrow of dictator Moammar Gadhafi.


More


Think tank report finds Exelon-Pepco merger bad for
D.C.



http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/apmlbywtscrndllynydrhnsbpyntdpbgcgkpckddlshdk_olkrzmzkj.html?a=12141

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/dmgjgrndsbzfhjjrfrhzcfsgmrfdhmgwbwpmbphhjschh_olkrzmzkj.html?a=12141

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/unccygdpmjvswccgsgwvnsmyfgspwfykjkqfjqwwcmnwg_olkrzmzkj.html?a=12141

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/dcsjgrndsbzfhjjrfrhzcfsgmrfdhmgwbwpmbphhjschc_olkrzmzkj.html?a=12141

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/fjgyqbfgrptwhyybwbhtjwrqnbwghnqlplsnpshhyrjhn_olkrzmzkj.html?a=12141

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/wgsjfwynzhkbvjjwbwvkgbzfswbnvsfmhmlshlvvjzgvn_olkrzmzkj.html?a=12141

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/grrmwkhlnfsdgmmkdkgsrdnwtkdlgtwpfpytfyggmnrgn_olkrzmzkj.html?a=12141

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/xrpcgpmjsykthccptphkrtsgbptjhbgqyqvbyvhhcsrhc_olkrzmzkj.html?a=12141

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/kmhptrgdfzwjmpprjrmwvjftsrjdmstqzqhszhmmpfvrt_olkrzmzkj.html?a=12141

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/kmhptrgdfzwjmpprjrmwvjftsrjdmstqzqhszhmmpfvrt_olkrzmzkj.html?a=12141

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/rncljkqtwsypnllkpknygpwjvkptnvjbsbrvsrnnlwgkc_olkrzmzkj.html?a=12141

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/uwycygdpmjvswccgsgwvnsmyfgspwfykjkqfjqwwcmngq_olkrzmzkj.html?a=12141

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/uwycygdpmjvswccgsgwvnsmyfgspwfykjkqfjqwwcmngq_olkrzmzkj.html?a=12141





Millions of Pepco customers could end up paying more for electricity under a
proposed merger that would combine the company with Exelon, according to a
report due out from the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis,
which recommends that the D.C. Public Service Commission reject the
application, The Washington Post reports.


More


Upcoming Events
Jan. 21, Washington: Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz addresses energy panel


at U.S. Conference of Mayors 83rd Winter Meeting. Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse
addresses climate change panel, 3:30 pm. 2:30 pm , Capitol Hilton.


Jan. 21, Washington: USEA hosts annual State of the Energy Industry forum.
Heads of major trade associations to speak.  12:00 pm , National Press Club.
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From: Jimmy Hinrichs
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Re: UST training
Date: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:49:25 AM


Thank you sir!


James Hinrichs
Tucson Fire Inspector
Tucson Fire Department
Cell: 520-349-7292
 
>>> "Smith, TimR" <Smith.TimR@epa.gov> 01/22/2016 7:48 AM >>>
Hello Mr. Hinrichs,


That training is available on a couple websites - NEIWPCC and NETI.  However, both sites
are experiencing access issues.  


I am able to send the files where you can download the training and run on your computer. 
I am working from a remote location today.  However, I will send the files via e-mail (gives
you access to a drop box) on Monday.


Sorry about the delay.  If you have not received a follow-up e-mail from me by noon on
Monday, give me a call.  


Best regards,
Tim


=================
TimR Smith
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
US Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Mail Code 5401R
Washington, DC  20460
Email: smith.timr@epa.gov
Office: 202-564-0643
=================


From: Jimmy Hinrichs <Jimmy.Hinrichs@tucsonaz.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2016 11:58 AM
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: UST training
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Hello, I am a fire inspector for the City of Tucson.  I am looking for any training on UST's that
would be beneficial to me.  The class I was looking into was "EPA Underground Storage Tank
Web-Based Training". 


James Hinrichs
Tucson Fire Inspector
Tucson Fire Department
Cell: 520-349-7292


 








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Sen. Flake Aims To Curb "Phantom" Cellulosic RFS Goal
Date: Monday, April 20, 2015 9:00:25 AM


http://insideepa.com/news-briefs/sen-flake-aims-curb-phantom-cellulosic-rfs-goal
 
Sen. Flake Aims To Curb 'Phantom' Cellulosic RFS Goal
 
Posted: April 17, 2015
 
 
Sen. Jeff Flake (R-AZ) has introduced a bill that aims to reduce EPA's renewable fuel standard (RFS)
production target for cellulosic biofuels by requiring the goal to be based on actual biofuels
production, which the senator says will end the problem of EPA proposing unachievable goals based
on “phantom” aspirational production.
 
The bill, S. 934 known as the Phantom Fuel Reform Act, would eliminate the existing statutory
mandate for EPA to set the cellulosic volumes, which increase each year. In its place, EPA would have
to set the annual RFS target for the biofuels based on the prior year's production by each biofuel
facility in the United States.
 
Each year, EPA is tasked with setting cellulosic and other renewable fuel mandates under the RFS,
and has been forced to adjust cellulosic volumes downward from statutory targets as actual
production has lagged far behind the levels required by Congress. The unachievable targets for the
biofuels and other renewable fuels is one of the problems that has led to long-running calls for
lawmakers to either reform or repeal the fuels program.
 
According to a background document from Flake's office, the bill would provide “a commonsense
fix” that would require EPA “to rely on actual industry production, rather than bureaucratic
prediction, when setting the annual cellulosic biofuel mandate that is needlessly costing U.S. energy
producers millions of dollars.”
 
Flake's office says that when sufficient cellulosic fuel is not available to blend into the fuel supply to
meet EPA's requirements, refiners must purchase compliance credits, which have so far cost
industry $17 million. “Despite the reality that there is no supply of commercially available cellulosic
biofuel, U.S. energy producers are faced with a vexing ultimatum: buy millions of dollars of EPA
paper 'credits' or face hefty fines,” the document says.
 
Flake's bill introduced April 14 would also prohibit certain fuels from newly-approved “pathways”
from being considered cellulosic or advanced biofuel and qualifying under the RFS. The legislation
would revert to the definition of cellulosic biofuel that was in force prior to July 2014. The provision
would exclude from the definition compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas and electricity
produced from biogas from landfills, municipal wastewater treatment facility digesters, agricultural
digesters and separated municipal solid waste digesters.
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The backgrounder from the senator's office implies that EPA added new pathways to generate
cellulosic fuel purely to inflate production figures to more closely match its predictions. “It could be
inferred that the EPA simply added an existing type of fuel to the category of cellulosic biofuel in
order to meet its own questionable mandates by moving the goalpost on what is defined as
cellulosic biofuel,” the document says.
 
The document further notes that EPA is years behind schedule in issuing RFS volumes mandates for
2014 and 2015, causing regulatory uncertainty for fuels producers. Under a recent proposed
consent decree with the oil sector, EPA has agreed to propose RFS volumes rules by June, and
finalize them by November 30. EPA is slated to publish the proposed decree in the April 20 Federal
Register and take comment on it for 30 days.
 
Other bills introduced by GOP lawmakers, some with bipartisan support, aim to eliminate what
critics say is the “implied” conventional corn ethanol mandate under the RFS, or scrap the RFS
program altogether.
 
Meanwhile, Rep. Adrian Smith (R-NE) April 13 introduced a pro-ethanol bill, H.R. 1736, that would
remove restrictions on the sale of 15 percent ethanol fuel blends (E15). The bill would modify the air
law to allow sale of E15 in the summer months by modifying requirements for Reid vapor pressure, a
measure of fuel's volatility.
 
In a statement, Smith said, “Ethanol provides consumers in Nebraska and across America with a
competitive, clean, domestically-produced alternative” to gasoline, but “burdensome EPA
regulations are restricting consumers' options at the fuel pump.”
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Latest Developments -- Your Preview of the Day's News


The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


House Panel Approves $34 Billion Energy, Water Spending Bill


Posted June 10, 2014, 10:05 A.M. ET


By Ari Natter


A House Appropriations subcommittee today approved a $34 billion energy and water spending bill
that would continue funding for the Yucca Mountain nuclear waste repository opposed by the Obama
administration.


The draft fiscal year 2015 Energy and Water Development bill was approved by voice vote, clearing
way for future consideration by the full House Appropriations Committee.


The legislation provides funding for the Energy Department as well as the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, the Interior Department's Bureau of Reclamation and several independent agencies, including
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.


Obama Signs Water Infrastructure Bill, Speaks of Jobs, Commerce


Posted June 10, 2014, 11:32 A.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


President Barack Obama signed a water infrastructure bill today, the first such bill in seven years, to
authorize spending on ports, locks, dams and levees that support commerce and provide for flood
protection around the nation.


The president stressed the importance of supporting jobs and strengthening national infrastructure. He
noted the importance of the work to the nation's participation in international trade and domestic
movement of goods, and he briefly commented on the ripple effects of projects requiring supplies of such
materials as steel and concrete.


The Water Resources Reform and Development Act (H.R. 3080) authorizes projects of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers to maintain and expand ports, river channels, locks and levees, to enhance the safety
of levees and dams and to carry out ecosystem restoration projects.


The conference report reconciling House and Senate versions of the bill was overwhelmingly approved
by the House 412-4 and by the Senate 91-71 despite White House objections to the bill's provisions to
streamline environmental reviews.


The bill includes provisions to expedite environmental reviews by coordinating the work of multiple
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agencies and holding the agencies to deadlines for their work.


Obama Calls Carbon Tax an Effective Tool, but Political Challenge


Posted June 10, 2014, 3:36 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


President Barack Obama said he would like to implement a carbon tax as a way to address climate
change, but recognized it faces strong political opposition from Republicans and some Democrats.


In an interview on Showtime's “Years of Living Dangerously” that aired June 9, Obama acknowledged
the recession made it more difficult for him to speak about climate change during his first term.


“I don't always lead with the climate change issue because if you right now are worried about whether
you've got a job or if you can pay the bills, the first thing you want to hear is, ‘How do I meet the
immediate problem?' One of the hardest things in politics is getting a democracy to deal with something
now where the payoff is long-term or the price of inaction is decades away,” Obama said.


Obama called climate change “one of the most significant long-term challenges, if not the most
significant long-term challenge, that this country faces and that the planet faces” but said he remains
optimistic that strong action can prevent the worst impacts from being realized.


Clean Air Act Permitting Bill Approved by House Panel


Posted June 10, 2014, 12:34 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


The House Energy and Commerce Committee today approved a bill (H.R. 4795) intended to expedite
the processing of preconstruction permits issued under the Environmental Protection Agency's new source
review program.


The committee, on a vote of 30-19, approved the Promoting New Manufacturing Act, which would
require the agency to concurrently publish implementing rules or guidance alongside new or revised
national ambient air quality standards. The bill also would require the EPA to submit an annual report to
Congress on efforts to expedite the permitting process.


During the markup, the committee rejected amendments from Ranking Member Henry Waxman (D-
Calif.) and Rep. Jerry McNerney (D-Calif.) that targeted a provision in the bill stating a new or revised air
quality standard wouldn't apply to the processing of a permit unless the EPA had issued its final
implementation regulations and guidance. Democratic members of the committee said the provision would
allow new facilities to ignore updated air quality standards, resulting in additional lawsuits.


Rep. Steve Scalise (R-La.), who introduced H.R. 4795, said the legislation would not relieve new
facilities of any obligations under the Clean Air Act, because they would still be required to install the best
available control technology.


Industry Comments on Tank Car Standards Rule Flood OMB


Posted June 10, 2014, 3:34 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


Industry groups are racing to the White House to provide their take on what should—and should not—
be included in an upcoming Transportation Department proposal to regulate crude oil and ethanol
transport by rail, public records show.


The White House has held at least eight meetings in June alone with oil extractors, renewable fuel
producers, chemical companies, refineries and railroads on the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration proposal, Office of Management and Budget records show.


The proposal, which has yet to be released for public review or comment, would revise DOT-111 tank
car safety design standards for cars transporting crude oil and ethanol. It also would establish operational
controls for trains transporting hazardous, flammable liquids.


Several meeting participants, such as Olin Chlor Alkali Products, urged the White House not to allow
the proposal to take a blanket approach and for PHMSA to judge each liquid on its own characteristics.
BNSF Railway Co., however, said PHMSA should phase out the use of DOT-111 tank cars and should
institute more stringent standards for tank cars than exist for the newer CPC-1232 tank cars.
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Inhofe Drafting Resolution to Kill EPA Power Plant Cooling Rule


Posted June 10, 2014, 3:08 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.) said today he is drafting a Senate resolution to kill what he argues is an
overly burdensome environmental rule that would require power plants to protect fish and other aquatic
life from cooling water intakes.


The Environmental Protection Agency has yet to publish the rule, which EPA Administrator Gina
McCarthy signed May 19 and covers 521 factories and 544 coal, natural gas and nuclear power plants that
draw water from rivers and other sources for cooling. Inhofe’s resolution of disapproval would use
Congressional Review Act procedures to force the resolution against the cooling water rule to the floor,
Inhofe and an aide to the senator told Bloomberg BNA.


Inhofe said he likely would hold off targeting the cooling water intake rule until after September—just
before the fall mid-term elections—because the Congressional Review Act requires him to wait 60 days
after a rule has been published in the Federal Register before seeking congressional disapproval.


The resolution would join other Republican efforts against the proposal just released by the Obama
administration to cut power plant carbon pollution.


House Bill Would Block EPA Power Plant Carbon Rules


Posted June 10, 2014, 12:09 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


Two West Virginia representatives today introduced a House bill to block the Environmental Protection
Agency’s proposals to cut carbon pollution from existing and new power plants.


The bill (H.R. 4813), introduced by Reps. Nick Rahall (D-W.Va.) and David McKinley (R-W.Va.), has 69
co-sponsors and also would bar the EPA from issuing similar carbon limits for five years, unless it gets
congressional approval.


The House bill comes a week after Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) introduced the Coal
Country Protection Act (S. 2414) to block the rules until the Obama administration certifies they wouldn't
hurt job growth or raise energy prices.


A House version of McConnell’s bill (H.R. 4808) was introduced June 5 by Rep. Mike Kelly (R-Pa.).


McConnell was one of 41 Republicans to call on President Barack Obama last week to withdraw the
EPA’s plan to cut carbon from existing power plants. The proposal, unveiled June 2, aims to cut U.S. power
plant carbon dioxide emissions 30 percent by 2030 from 2005 levels.


Canada Looks to U.S. for Emissions Standards


Posted June 10, 2014, 3:59 P.M. ET


By Peter Menyasz


Canada released proposed regulations on nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxide emissions standards for
stationary engines, industrial boilers and heaters, and cement kilns, the first wave in a comprehensive
strategy to set national air emissions standards for industry.


The proposals, released June 9 by Environment Canada, would align Canadian rules with those in the
U.S. and be followed by proposed regulations for other equipment types and other industrial sectors—
including the oil sands—Environment Canada said in a regulatory impact analysis.


The standards for gas-fuel-fired stationary engines would affect the oil and gas industry, where they
are used to compress natural gas for pipeline transmission, as well as industries using stationary engines
for electricity generation and pumping.


The standards for industrial boilers and heaters would affect industries using steam for industrial
processes, including in situ extraction of bitumen in oil sands operations using steam-assisted gravity
drainage.


The standards for cement kilns would address emissions from the 15 gray cement manufacturing
facilities currently operating in Canada.
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China Aims for 2020 Emissions Trading System


Posted June 10, 2014, 2:47 P.M. ET


By Michael Standaert


China hopes to enact a national carbon emissions trading system by 2020 based on lessons learned
from a half-dozen pilot trading platforms launched over the past year, a top National Development and
Reform Commission official said today.


“We believe we can target the establishment of a national carbon emissions trading system by 2020,”
Su Wei, director of the Department of Climate Change at the NDRC, said at a conference in Shenzhen.


Chongqing municipality, the last of China's seven initial ETS pilots, confirmed it would launch on June
19, said Ding Di, vice director of the Chongqing Development and Reform Commission.


Pilot ETS projects already have been established in Beijing, Tianjin, Shenzhen and Shanghai
municipalities, and in the provinces of Guangdong and Hubei.


The programs have given China “valuable experience” and might help with meeting a goal of reducing
carbon intensity per unit of gross domestic product by 16 percent to 17 percent by the end of 2015, said
Xie Zhenhua, vice director of the NDRC.


Court Dismisses Sierra Club Challenge of State Permit Decision


Posted June 10, 2014, 3:45 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


An Illinois district court dismissed a lawsuit filed by the Sierra Club seeking a court order requiring
FutureGen Industrial Alliance to obtain a prevention of significant deterioration construction permit for a
planned new boiler at a coal-fired power plant in Illinois.


The U.S. District Court for the Central District of Illinois, in an opinion issued yesterday, determined it
would be appropriate to dismiss the lawsuit, because the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency offers an
“appropriate forum” for the Sierra Club to seek a review of the state environmental agency's decision not
to require a PSD permit. The court also found that a federal court review of the complaint would be
“disruptive” to Illinois' efforts to establish a state pollution control policy.


The Sierra Club had claimed that FutureGen violated the Clean Air Act by failing to obtain a PSD permit
for a new oxy-combustion capable boiler at the plant in Meredosia, Ill. The new boiler would cause a
significant emission increase in several pollutants, including particulate matter, nitrogen oxides, sulfur
dioxide and ozone, according to the Sierra Club.


FutureGen plans to equip the power plant with technology that would produce a clean carbon dioxide
emissions stream that is easier to capture than standard carbon dioxide emitted by coal-fired plants.


EPA Overpaid Contractor $1.5M for Cleanup, Inspector General Says


Posted June 10, 2014, 2:50 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


The Environmental Protection Agency overpaid a contractor more than $1.5 million for cleanup work
conducted under the Superfund statute and has not provided any persuasive legal arguments to defend
the payment, the EPA's Office of Inspector General concluded.


The agency disagrees with the inspector general and most recently said the omission of standard
language in the federal contract was a “harmless error” because it intended to pay the $1.5 million for
different reasons.


EPA Deputy Administrator Bob Perciasepe and the Office of Inspector General met May 29 to discuss a
possible resolution of the dispute but could not reach an agreement. Perciasepe must make a final decision
about the agency's position in the case.


“After numerous written and oral arguments, the agency to date has not forwarded one persuasive
factual or legal argument that would cause the OIG to abandon its position that the agency violated the
[Federal Acquisition Regulation] and that violation resulted in a $1.5-million-plus overpayment to a
contractor,” a memorandum from the inspector general said. “We repeat our recommendation that the
EPA modify the contract to remove the 4 percent profit clause and that it recover the wrongful
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payment.”


Flexibility of EPA Power Plant Rule Surprised Some, McCarthy Says


Posted June 10, 2014, 1:32 P.M. ET


By Tripp Baltz


The proposed power plant rule the Environmental Protection Agency unveiled June 2 was “not as
directive” as states and industry might have expected, according to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy.


“We surprised people with our flexibility,” McCarthy said June 10 at the 2014 annual meeting of the
Western Governors' Association in Colorado Springs. “There is way more flexibility than they ever thought
we would be providing,” she said.


In a private meeting, McCarthy and several western governors discussed the climate-change
challenges facing the EPA and states.


Cleanup Pact Reached for Duke Energy's Dan River Spill


Posted June 10, 2014, 3:52 P.M. ET


By Andrew M. Ballard


In an effort to expedite natural resource damage assessment and restoration and avoid litigation,
Duke Energy and federal and state agencies have agreed to work cooperatively to address such damages
stemming from the Dan River coal ash spill in February.


Under the agreement, entered into by the utility, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, the North Carolina
Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality,
the parties will work together to determine what damages to fish, wildlife, plants and habitats resulted
from the spill and develop steps to restore or replace those natural resources.


The regulatory agencies said in a summary of the pact released that it aims to “expedite restoration
efficiently and effectively” and integrate natural resource injury assessment and recovery into the ongoing
site remediation efforts.


Duke Energy recently signed a separate agreement with the Environmental Protection Agency covering
ash removal from the Dan River. Under both agreements, the utility will pay for the costs of the
evaluations and cleanup.


“This agreement represents a significant milestone in Duke Energy's ongoing efforts to restore and
monitor the Dan River and surrounding environment,” the company said in a June 9 statement e-mailed to
Bloomberg BNA.


Pregnant Women Urged to Eat More Fish With Less Mercury


Posted June 10, 2014, 11:03 A.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


Pregnant and breastfeeding women should eat more fish, but they should choose fish with low levels of
mercury, under draft recommendations released today by the Environmental Protection Agency and the
Food and Drug Administration.


The agencies recommend that pregnant women eat 8 to 12 ounces of fish two or three times per week
to support fetal growth. Recommended choices include shrimp, tilapia, pollock, salmon, canned light tuna,
catfish and cod.


Mercury is present in traces in all fish and shellfish. According to the EPA, pregnant and breastfeeding
women are at higher health risk from eating fish containing high levels of mercury because it can cause
developmental disorders in fetuses.


The guidelines recommend that pregnant and breastfeeding women avoid tilefish from the Gulf of
Mexico, shark, swordfish and king mackerel. The draft advice said the women should limit white tuna to 6
ounces a week.


The agencies said the draft guidelines, which haven't been revised since 2004, are based on the 2010
dietary guidelines for Americans.


Mercury is deposited in rivers, lakes and the ocean once it is emitted from coal-burning power plants,
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hazardous waste incinerators and other sources. In addition, it leaks from discarded consumer and
industrial products.


The EPA and FDA will accept comments for 30 days following the publication of the draft guidelines in
the Federal Register.


Listing of Lesser Prairie Chicken as Threatened Triggers Lawsuit


Posted June 10, 2014, 3:12 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


The Permian Basin Petroleum Association and four New Mexico counties took the Interior Department
to court yesterday to ask that the listing of the lesser prairie chicken as threatened under the Endangered
Species Act be held unlawful and set aside.


The plaintiffs told the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Texas the listing is unlawful
because it is arbitrary, capricious and an abuse of discretion under the Administrative Procedure Act
because the listing doesn't reflect the bird's actual status. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, an Interior
agency, concluded the lesser prairie chicken was suffering from a population decline and diminished
habitat despite the agency's own data and analysis showing the bird's population has increased over the
past decade and its occupied range has nearly tripled in the past 30 years, the plaintiffs said.


The plaintiffs said the listing meant they were likely to incur higher expenses, reduced revenues,
impairment of operations and business opportunities and diminishment of their interests in lands and
minerals. The lesser prairie chicken is found in parts of Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Kansas and
Colorado where oil and gas drilling, ranching and farming are common.


The plaintiffs were especially troubled that their conservation efforts for the species failed to convince
the Fish and Wildlife Service that no listing was needed.
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From: White, Hal
To: Walker, Tom; Anderson, Will
Subject: Fw: Form submission from: Vapor Intrusion Contact Us (Request for OUST Response to


stanleyndosi61@gmail.com)
Date: Thursday, April 07, 2016 10:47:26 AM


    


From: White, Hal
Sent: Thursday, April 7, 2016 10:38 AM
To: Weaver, Jim
Cc: Kapuscinski, Rich
Subject: Re: Form submission from: Vapor Intrusion Contact Us (Request for OUST Response to
stanleyndosi61@gmail.com)
 
Jim--
I have no idea what an Antoine constant is (and I really don't feel like googling it)...can you
respond to the request below?


Hal White
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Mail Code: 5401R
Washington, DC 20460
202-564-0579


From: Kapuscinski, Rich
Sent: Thursday, April 7, 2016 10:36 AM
To: White, Hal; Walker, Tom
Cc: Anderson, Will
Subject: Form submission from: Vapor Intrusion Contact Us (Request for OUST Response to
stanleyndosi61@gmail.com)
 
Would you please respond to the inquirer (see below) with an answer to his
question pertaining to PVI?
 
Thanks for your time and consideration.
 
Rich Kapuscinski
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-----Original Message-----
From: drupal_admin@epa.gov [mailto:drupal_admin@epa.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2016 10:10 AM
To: Kapuscinski, Rich <Kapuscinski.Rich@epa.gov>
Subject: Form submission from: Vapor Intrusion Contact Us About Vapor Intrusion form
 
Submitted on 04/07/2016 10:09AM
Submitted values are:
 
Name: stanley ndosi
Email Address: stanleyndosi61@gmail.com
Comments: I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW HOW CAN SOMEONE BE ABLE TO FIND ANTOINE CONSTANTS
A,B,C FOR GASOLINE WITH RVP OF 10?. AND ALSO FOR DIESEL?
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Investor Coalition Calls for Comprehensive EPA Methane Regulations


Posted October 09, 2014, 12:24 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


A coalition of investors with more than $300 billion in assets asked the Environmental Protection
Agency in a letter today to develop “robust” methane emissions regulations for the oil and gas industry.


National standards will build investor confidence that natural gas is appropriately regulated and
prevent methane emissions that contribute to climate change, the investors wrote. Voluntary methane
emissions reduction measures are helpful but insufficient due to the diverse nature of the oil and gas
sector, they said.


“Taking rigorous action on methane now is a major opportunity for the EPA and a key element of a
comprehensive US climate and clean energy policy,” the coalition wrote. “As leading investors, we see
important economic and environmental benefits coming from robust regulations.”


EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy has said to expect a methane strategy, including potential plans for
regulations, this fall.


Signatories of the letter to McCarthy include New York City Comptroller Scott Stringer, Trillium Asset
Management LLC, F&C Investments, Pax World Management LLC, Portfolio 21, Arjuna Capital, the
Christopher Reynolds Foundation, First Affirmative Financial Network, Calvert Investment Management
Inc., Friends Fiduciary Corp., Nathan Cummings Foundation, Domini Social Investments LLC, Mercy
Investment Services Inc., Daughters of Charity, Province of St. Louise and Mercy Health.


Next Generation Compliance Drives Markets, Innovation, McCarthy Says


Posted October 09, 2014, 10:59 A.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The goal of the Environmental Protection Agency's Next Generation Compliance initiative is to make
“compliance the path of least resistance,” Administrator Gina McCarthy said today.


Compliance with environmental regulation keeps markets competitive and drives technological
innovation, McCarthy said at the American Bar Association Section of Environment, Energy and Resources
fall conference in Miami.


“We have to invest in a 21st Century system to meet 21st Century challenges,” McCarthy said. The
agency's new Next Generation Compliance initiative emphasizes electronic emissions monitoring and
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reporting and greater public availability of compliance information.


McCarthy also tied declining environmental budgets at both the state and federal level to the need to
target environmental justice problems.


“In times of limited budgets you go where you can make the greatest difference and the greatest need
is,” she said.


Next Generation Compliance also will drive better engagement with industry before violations occur
and provide citizens with real-time compliance data to assess environmental threats in their
neighborhoods, McCarthy said.


“It keeps the environmental movement at its grassroots,” McCarthy said. “That's how citizen science is
going to change the game. Armed with just a cell phone, everyone can crowdsource data about their
surroundings.”


McCarthy touted the EPA's 2012 emissions standards for hydraulically fractured wells as a rule that
stresses Next Generation Compliance alternatives. The rule allows well operators to submit photographs of
installed pollution controls rather than filing lengthy compliance forms. It also exempts wells that already
have permits from new permitting requirements, provided they can show they are controlling emissions of
volatile organic compounds.


Clean Energy Policy Is Solution to Climate Change, Kerry Says


Posted October 09, 2014, 11:21 A.M. ET


By Martha Kessler


The solution to climate change is energy policy, Secretary of State John Kerry said today at a wind
technology testing center in Boston.


“We must take the opportunity to unleash the clean energy economy that will get us out of this mess,”
Kerry said. “A clean energy future is not a fantasy.”


The world needs to push forward on an international climate agreement in Lima in December, Kerry
said.


“And next year in Paris we need to reach an agreement where we live up to our responsibility to future
generations,” Kerry said.


Renewable Fuel Standard Cuts Would Increase Pollution, Boxer Says


Posted October 09, 2014, 10:56 A.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The Environmental Protection Agency's proposed reduction in the renewable fuel standard will increase
pollution, Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.), the chairman of the Environment and Public Works Committee,
wrote in a letter to President Barack Obama.


“We must use every tool at our disposal to address climate change,” the letter, which also was signed
by Sen. Ed Markey (D-Mass.), said. “If adopted, this rule would increase, not decrease, carbon pollution.”


The rule, which proposes a 3 billion gallon cut for 2014 in the amount of ethanol and other biofuels
refiners are required to blend into the motor fuel supply, is under review at the White House Office of
Management and Budget and will “have serious repercussions” if finalized in its current form, the senators
wrote.


EPA Rules to Force Retirement of 72 GW of Capacity, Report Says


Posted October 09, 2014, 2:31 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


More than 72 gigawatts of electrical generating capacity have been or will be retired due to a suite of
air regulations issued by the Environmental Protection Agency, according to the Institute for Energy
Research.


The institute, in a report released today, assessed the effects of EPA regulations that target air
pollution from power plants, including the agency's Mercury and Air Toxics Standards and Cross-State Air
Pollution Rule. Of the capacity expected to be retired, more than 94 percent will come from coal-fired
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power plants, according to the report.


The report's authors noted that 72 GW is enough electrical generation capacity to power 44.7 million
homes.


The report was compiled by analyzing EPA modeling of power plants that would close as a result from
regulations, public announcements of plant closures that cite environmental regulations as a contributing
factor and filings with state public utility commissioners that identify that a unit will or is likely to close due
to EPA regulations.


OSHA Starts Reform of Chemical Rulemaking


Posted October 09, 2014, 3:35 P.M. ET


By Robert Iafolla


The Occupational Safety and Health Administration took an initial step today toward developing a new
strategy for managing chemical exposures in the workplace, which could include changing its rulemaking
procedures for setting standards while pursuing alternatives that don't rely on enforceable exposure limits.


In an effort to expedite future rulemakings, OSHA said it is considering different ways to conduct the
analyses required to show that standards are necessary to protect workers and are feasible for employers.
The agency is also weighing ways of controlling exposure by grouping chemicals into tiers according to
hazard category or hazard level, as well as encouraging companies to substitute safer alternative
chemicals.


OSHA will take public comments on a variety of possible reforms for the next six months as part of
what agency chief David Michaels called a “national dialog.” Michaels said during a teleconference today
that OSHA plans to open other venues of discussion on chemicals in the workplace.


“I don't think we'll have any answers in six months, but we'll have a useful and robust dialog that will
lead to a consensus on how to move forward together on protecting American workers from chemical
exposures,” Michaels said.


One-Third of Facilities Have Approved Chemical Security Plans, DHS Says


Posted October 09, 2014, 2:15 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


One-third of the industrial facilities regulated under the Department of Homeland Security's chemical
security program now have approved plans to reduce the risks of hazardous material releases, theft,
diversion or sabotage, according to data released yesterday.


Additionally, 59.9 percent of the 3,701 facilities regulated under the Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism
Standards program have now completed the halfway point in the regulatory process by having their site
security plans authorized.


A key factor in the rapidly increasing rate of security plan authorization and approval is the reduction
in the number of facilities regulated under the program. In September, 181 industrial facilities placed out
of the program, according to the data. No reason was provided, but facilities previously have been able to
take themselves out of the regulatory program by implementing certain process modifications to reduce
risk and reducing the quantities of chemicals of concern on-site.


EPA Confident Waters of U.S. Proposal Backed by Science, McCarthy Says


Posted October 09, 2014, 3:50 P.M. ET


By Amena Saiyid and Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency is confident that the proposed waters of the U.S. rulemaking that
will clarify Clean Water Act jurisdiction over a variety of water bodies and wetlands is backed by science,
the agency's top official said today.


“We feel pretty confident that the science is going in the same direction as the underlying proposal,”
Administrator Gina McCarthy told news reporters following her keynote talk at the fall conference of the
American Bar Association Section of Environment, Energy and Resources in Miami.


McCarthy's remarks come after the Science Advisory Board to the EPA concluded that the preamble to
the proposed waters of the U.S. rule and the draft connectivity study rule provide “an adequate scientific
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and technical basis.”


On Oct. 6, the comment period on the rulemaking was extended by 20 days to Nov. 14 to give the
public an opportunity to comment on the SAB review.


The rule, proposed jointly by the EPA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in April, would bring under
federal jurisdiction all tributaries of streams, lakes, ponds and impoundments, as well as wetlands that
affect the chemical, physical and biological integrity of larger, navigable downstream waters. It also would
seek case-by-case determination of waters that are isolated and located in the uplands (79 Fed. Reg.
22,188).


EPA Has No Plans to Revisit Stormwater Rulemaking, McCarthy Says


Posted October 09, 2014, 3:31 P.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid and Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency has no current plans to revisit the national stormwater rule for
new and redeveloped sites, but it will continue to offer technical assistance and promote approaches, such
as green infrastructure, to manage stormwater runoff, the EPA's top official says today.


EPA had been subject to a June 2013 court-approved deadline to issue a revised stormwater rule, but
said in March it would pursue nonregulatory approaches in lieu of a rule.


EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy was asked by Bloomberg BNA whether the EPA has any plans to
revisit the stormwater rulemaking.


“We don't have a particular deferral window. What we have been doing instead of working aggressively
on rulemaking is to make sure that we continue to understand the work that is going on,” McCarthy tells
reporters following her keynote speech at the fall conference of the American Bar Association Section of
Environment, Energy and Resources in Miami.


Rather, she says the EPA will focus on technologies and approaches being used under existing Clean
Water Act authorities to manage stormwater. McCarthy points to green infrastructure approaches that
retain and infiltrate stormwater on site instead of allowing it to run off.


“We want to make sure the agency has a full suite of well-developed information that we can
document on how aggressive we can be on stormwater,” McCarthy says.


California Law Requiring Oil Spill Prevention, Response Plans Challenged


Posted October 09, 2014, 3:01 P.M. ET


By Carolyn Whetzel


Union Pacific Railroad Co. and BNSF Railway Co. have teamed up with the Association of American
Railroads to block a new California law imposing a suite of measures on railroads to prevent and respond
to oil spills.


The railroads' transportation of petroleum is regulated “through a sweeping set of intricate federal
statutes and regulations,” the AAR and companies say in a complaint filed Oct. 7 in the U.S. District Court
for the Eastern District of California in Sacramento.


California lacks authority to enforce the new law, the complaint says.


At issue are provisions in a budget-related bill (S.B. 861) enacted in June that expanded the regulatory
reach of California's Lempert-Keene-Seastrand Oil Spill Prevention and Response Act to include the state's
inland waters as well as its coastal and marine waters.


Plaintiffs allege that the expansion of the law would require railroads carrying hazardous materials,
including oil, to have state-specific oil spill prevention and response plans, impose “a variety of logistical
and other requirements related to the delivery of crude oil” and require railroads to obtain a certificate of
financial responsibility from the state. Failure to comply with the new rules exposes the railroads to civil
and criminal fines, the complaint said.


“Federal law preempts this entire regime,” the plaintiffs say in the complaint.
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From: Smith, TimR
To: Jimmy Hinrichs
Subject: Re: UST training
Date: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:48:25 AM


Hello Mr. Hinrichs,


That training is available on a couple websites - NEIWPCC and NETI.  However, both sites are
experiencing access issues.  


I am able to send the files where you can download the training and run on your computer.  I
am working from a remote location today.  However, I will send the files via e-mail (gives you
access to a drop box) on Monday.


Sorry about the delay.  If you have not received a follow-up e-mail from me by noon on
Monday, give me a call.  


Best regards,
Tim


=================
TimR Smith
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
US Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Mail Code 5401R
Washington, DC  20460
Email: smith.timr@epa.gov
Office: 202-564-0643
=================


From: Jimmy Hinrichs <Jimmy.Hinrichs@tucsonaz.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2016 11:58 AM
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: UST training
 
Hello, I am a fire inspector for the City of Tucson.  I am looking for any training on UST's that
would be beneficial to me.  The class I was looking into was "EPA Underground Storage Tank
Web-Based Training". 


James Hinrichs
Tucson Fire Inspector
Tucson Fire Department
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Beijing Data on Fuel Use, Emissions
Make Case for Air Pollution Action Plan
Beijing's 5.35 million vehicles consume about 7 million metric
tons of fuel and emit about 900,000 metric tons of pollutants
annually, according to a Sept. 11 report from the state-run
Xinhua news agency based on information provided...


Air Pollution
Health, Policy Advocates File Briefs
In Support of EPA's Cross-State Rule
Public health and policy advocates urged the U.S. Supreme Court
to uphold the Environmental Protection Agency's efforts to curb
interstate transmission of sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides from
power plants in friend-of-the-court...


Air Pollution
Rival Engine Manufacturers Challenge
Conformity Certificates Issued to Navistar
The Environmental Protection Agency disregarded a prior federal
appellate court decision when it refused to revoke certificates of
conformity that allowed Navistar Inc. to exceed nitrogen oxides
emissions standards for its engines, other...


Biotechnology
Federal Court in California Transfers Suit
On ‘Natural' Crackers to Court in Colorado
A proposed class suit alleging Pepperidge Farm Inc. deceptively
labels Goldfish crackers as "all natural" despite the presence of
genetically modified ingredients was transferred Sept. 9 from the
U.S. District Court for the Northern...



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=AGENCY&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:144

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=STATE&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:145

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=TRIBUNAL&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:146

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=INTL-ORGANIZATION&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:147

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=INTL-ORGANIZATION&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:147

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=FEDERAL-STATUTE&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:148

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/cases_issue.adp?prod=deln&emc=delnepa:deln:149

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=71E4E149CA3328C4FBE11241AFBB5D1B&type=list&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:150

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=96A258FD31AE6BBB6F9AFF3F81EED4E7&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:151

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=3637FF265BC704F6BE77A5FD1B1B5D33&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:152

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=5865B176E7BD6A0404F5B7770EF854B2&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:153

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/pdf_archive.adp?group_name=DENPDF&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:154

mailto:bhighlig@bna.com

mailto:Smith.TimR@epa.gov

http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup?emc=delnepa:deln:101

http://news.bna.com/deln/?emc=delnepa:deln:102

mailto:clayman.shari@epa.gov

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1P5W0H9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:110

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1P5W0H9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:110

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1P5U4J5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:111

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1P5U4J5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:111

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1P3Q6Q7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:112

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1P3Q6Q7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:112

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1P3V3R8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:113

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E1P3V3R8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:113





Budget
House to Consider Short-Term Continuing
Resolution During Week of Sept. 16
House leadership will delay consideration of a continuing
resolution (H.J. Res. 59) to fund the federal government past
Sept. 30 until the week of Sept. 16, two Republican aides told
Bloomberg BNA....


Climate Change
EPA Said Close to Proposing Ban on New
Coal-Fired Plants Without Carbon Controls
New coal-burning power plants would need to install equipment
to limit greenhouse gas emissions under a proposal the
Environmental Protection Agency is close to issuing, according to
people familiar with the plan....


Climate Change
Report: Global Climate Bonds Market Doubles
As Investors Demand Low-Carbon Finance
The global climate bonds market doubled from 2011 to 2012 to
reach $346 billion as investors demanded more low-carbon
finance, according to a new report from the Climate Bonds
Initiative....


Climate Change
Whitfield Working on Bill to Establish
Guidelines for EPA's Carbon Dioxide Rules
Rep. Ed Whitfield (R-Ky.) told Bloomberg BNA Sept. 11 he has
been working for four months on legislation that would set
guidelines for the Environmental Protection Agency on how to
implement carbon dioxide limits for new power plants....


Drilling
California Assembly Passes Fracking Bill,
Sending Measure to Senate for Final Vote
Legislation (S.B. 4) to regulate hydraulic fracturing in California
cleared the state Assembly on a 48-17 vote Sept. 11, returning
the measure to the Senate for a final vote....


Drinking Water
Court Grants Petroleum Companies' Summary
Judgment Motions in Fresno MTBE Case
A federal court granted a motion for summary judgment
dismissing common law claims by Fresno, Calif., that various
petroleum companies had contaminated the city's drinking water
with the gasoline additive methyl tertiary butyl ether...


Drinking Water
OMB Reviewing EPA's Determinations
On Regulating Contaminants of Concern
The White House Office of Management and Budget is reviewing
Environmental Protection Agency determinations on whether to
issue rules for contaminants of concern found in drinking water....


Energy
After Syria Vote Postponed, Senate Begins
Consideration of Energy Efficiency Bill
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The Senate began consideration Sept. 11 of energy efficiency
legislation (S. 1292) after President Barack Obama asked
Congress to postpone a vote on the use of force in Syria....


Energy
Dominion Gets Tentative Approval to Export
LNG From Maryland to China, India Japan
The Energy Department announced conditional approval Sept. 11
of Dominion's application to export liquefied natural gas from the
company's Cove Point LNG terminal in Maryland to China, India,
Japan and other nations that do not...


Energy
European Parliament Approves 6% Cap
On Crop-Based Biofuels in Transportation
The European Parliament on Sept. 11 voted to curb the
transportation industry's consumption of biofuels that come from
crops in a bid to ease competition with food production....


Energy
New York Governor Announces First Step
To Create $1 Billion Bank for Energy Projects
New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo (D) announced the first step in
creation of the New York Green Bank, an initiative he hopes will
eventually provide $1 billion in state financing for clean energy
projects....


Enforcement
Iowa, EPA Reach Agreement to Tighten
Enforcement on Animal Feeding Operations
The Iowa Department of Natural Resources will conduct on-site
inspections of large concentrated animal feeding operations that
contain at least 1,000 beef cattle or at least 2,500 hogs, as part
of an agreement reached Sept. 11 with the Environmental...


Enforcement
Pennsylvania Files Charges Against
Gas Driller Over 2010 Wastewater Spill
Pennsylvania state prosecutors have filed criminal charges
against XTO Energy Inc. in connection with a November 2010
discharge of 50,000 gallons of wastewater produced during
natural gas extraction and stored in tanks at a well site in
Lycoming...


Great Lakes
EPA Awards $1.5 Million Restoration Grant
To Wisconsin; Milwaukee Estuary Targeted
The Environmental Protection Agency has awarded a $1.5 million
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant to the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources, which will use it for several
projects, including working for the removal of the Milwaukee...


Hazmat Transport
Canadian Agency Urges Accurate Hazard
Documentation in Wake of Quebec Finding
The Transportation Safety Board of Canada sent safety advisory
letters Sept. 11 to regulators in Canada and the United States
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urging them to review their processes for ensuring that
dangerous goods being transported are properly classified...


Insurance
Three Insurers Have No Duty to Defend in N.Y. Case
Three insurers have no duty to defend and indemnify a property
owner in environmental proceedings brought by the New York
government because pollutants were intentionally dumped into a
dry well, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit...


International Issues
China Drafts Rules for Steel, Agricultural Projects
China's Ministry of Environmental Protection on Sept. 10
proposed new technical requirements and instructions for
environmental impact assessments (EIAs) for steel and
agricultural projects. The draft measure on EIAs for steel
projects...


Mining
New Mexico Approves Rules to Streamline
Copper Mine Permitting, Protect Water
Modifications to copper mining rules in New Mexico that
supporters say will streamline the permitting process and provide
more groundwater protections than under current regulations
were adopted by the New Mexico Water Quality Control...


Nanotechnology
Better Risk Assessments, Regulation Needed
As Nanomaterials Proliferate, Speakers Say
The global growing use of nanomaterials demands a better
understanding of risks and sensible governance strategies as
businesses confront questions regarding product liability and
worker compensation, speakers said at the Chemcon Asia...


Natural Resources
NEPA Categorical Exclusions to Ease Way
For Restoration Work in National Forests
The U.S. Forest Service is smoothing the path for environmental
restoration projects in national forests by reducing the analyses
required under the National Environmental Policy Act....


Oil Spills
Updated EPA Guidance on Oil Spills Seeks
To Establish ‘Nationally Consistent' Program
The Environmental Protection Agency has released updated
guidance to assist regional inspectors in implementing a
"nationally consistent understanding" of the oil spill prevention,
control and compliance (SPCC) program, and...


Pesticides
Use of Mosquitoes Infected With Microbes Allowed
The Environmental Protection Agency will allow researchers to
release mosquitoes infected with the microbial pesticide
wolbachia pipientis for experimental purposes, according to a
notice scheduled for publication Sept. 12. The EPA...


Water Pollution
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Locally Led Study of Alternatives to Restore
Salton Sea Approved by California Legislature
The California Legislature has passed legislation (A.B. 71) to
authorize funding for a study of alternatives for restoring the
Salton Sea that would be locally led....


Water Resources
House Version of Water Infrastructure Bill
Would Reform Authorization, Speed Process
The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee rolled
out its Water Resources Reform and Development Act of 2013
(H.R. 3080) with an emphasis on regulatory streamlining and a
requirement for congressional approval of each water...


CORRECTION
An article that appeared in the Sept. 6 report about how the
boom in hydraulic fracturing is putting a strain on water resources
worldwide misidentified a World Bank economist who addressed
the issue at World Water Week in Stockholm. The official...
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Latest Developments -- Your Preview of the Day's News


The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Dry Cleaners, Degreasers Face Health Risks From Solvent


Posted June 25, 2014, 3:46 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


Thousands of dry cleaning workers and employees in small commercial degreasing shops face an
increased risk of contracting cancer and giving birth to children with cardiac or other health problems,
according to a final assessment the Environmental Protection Agency released today examining some uses
of the solvent trichloroethylene (TCE).


The EPA estimated about 300,000 workers at dry cleaning facilities and 30,000 workers at small
degreasing operations may face these increased health risks.


Nine U.S. chemical manufacturing facilities told the EPA they made or imported 225 million pounds of
TCE in 2011. These included the Dow Chemical Co., PPG Industries Inc. and Solvchem Inc.


The EPA will hold a workshop July 29-30 to discuss potential substitutes for TCE-based degreasers and
ways companies could reduce risks.


The agency will conduct other activities to address TCE uses as a stain-removing agent in dry cleaning
and as a clear protective spray fixative for artists and hobbyists


In the meantime, EPA recommends that people take precautions that can reduce exposures, such as
using the product outside or in a well-ventilated area and wearing protective equipment.


Renewable Fuel Standard to Be Issued ‘Soon,’ EPA's McCarthy Says


Posted June 25, 2014, 2:06 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy told reporters today she hopes to issue
a final 2014 renewable fuel standard “soon” and acknowledged the agency had hoped to complete its work
on the standard by now.


“I know that people are concerned about it, but I also know that there was a ton of comment on our
proposal, and we need to get this right,” McCarthy said after testifying at a House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee hearing.


McCarthy said the goal of the final rule will be to continue fostering growth in the renewable fuel
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industry.


The EPA's final renewable fuel standard, already seven months overdue, has not yet been sent to the
White House Office of Management and Budget for interagency review.


Republican to Join Murphy on Bill Targeting HFCs, Other Climate Pollutants


Posted June 25, 2014, 4:03 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) has secured the support of a Republican colleague on a bill the two plan
to unveil tomorrow to cut emissions of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), methane and other “short-lived”
climate pollutants, the senator told Bloomberg BNA today.


“I think it’s going to surprise people with how aggressive it is in parts,” Murphy said, referring to the
measure which also has the support of Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine). “But it will talk about the Montreal
Protocol” by ratcheting up the phaseout of HFCs under the treaty, which originally was designed to protect
the ozone layer.


The Murphy-Collins bill also will target methane “leakage” from the oil and gas sector and include
provisions to cut black carbon, he said.


Murphy touted the draft bill, which calls for U.S. and international actions to cut HFCs, as “one of the
few bipartisan efforts to address climate change” in Congress, where the parties are deeply divided over
the issue. He declined to offer specifics on the bill.


Previous drafts would have set up a task force within the Obama administration to identify more
domestic and international approaches to cut HFCs and would have directed the State Department to
coordinate international efforts to cut hydrofluorocarbons in the maritime industry.


Climate Change Key for U.S. Arctic Council Chairmanship, Official Says


Posted June 25, 2014, 11:34 A.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


Climate change likely will be one of the issues the U.S. focuses on during its upcoming chairmanship of
the Arctic Council, a State Department official said today.


“Some large feature of the U.S. chairmanship,” which runs from 2015 to 2017, “will involve climate
issues,” David Balton, deputy assistant secretary of state for oceans and fisheries, said.


Other issues that the U.S. could concentrate on are strengthening the Arctic Council regime and
improving economic and living conditions for people who live in the Arctic, he said during an event held by
the Center for Strategic and International Studies.


The Arctic Council serves as a venue for coordination on sustainable development, environmental
protection and other issues among the five nations that border the Arctic Ocean: the U.S., Canada,
Norway, Russia and Denmark. The chairmanship of the Arctic Council rotates among them, and each
country with chairmanship must choose a theme. The U.S. has not yet decided on its theme.


EU Costs From Warming Projected to Reach $259 Billion in 2071-2100


Posted June 25, 2014, 4:09 P.M. ET


By Rudy Ruitenberg


Climate damages in the European Union from global warming could rise to at least 190 billion euros
($259 billion) a year in the 2071-2100 period, a study by the 28-nation bloc found.


Net welfare loss could be 1.8 percent of current gross domestic production if no further action is taken
and global temperatures rise 3.5 degrees Celsius (6.3 degrees Fahrenheit), the EU's Joint Research
Centre, the science service of the European Commission, wrote in an online statement today.


The center analyzed the impact of climate change in nine categories including agriculture, human
health and drought. The cost of premature mortality was put at 120 billion euros in the study, followed by
impacts on coasts of 42 billion euros and agriculture with 18 billion euros in damages.


“No action is clearly the most expensive solution of all,” Connie Hedegaard, the European
commissioner for climate action, was cited as saying in the statement.
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The study underestimates the climate damages to Europe because the costs of ecosystem and
biodiversity losses were left out, abrupt climate change or tipping points were ignored as well as indirect
effects due to climate change in the rest of the world, the researchers wrote.


Colorado Halts Activity at Wastewater Injection Well After Earthquakes


Posted June 25, 2014, 3:40 P.M. ET


By Tripp Baltz


Colorado has halted the disposal of oil and gas wastewater at an injection well while state regulators
review whether the well is linked to recent seismic activity recorded nearby.


High Sierra Water Services, a company that disposes of drilling wastewater though deep well injection,
agreed to a 20-day halt of activities as a cautionary step at the well in Weld County in the northeastern
part of Colorado, the state Oil and Gas Conservation Commission said June 24.


Issa Says He Intends to Hold EPA in Contempt Over Documents


Posted June 25, 2014, 10:42 A.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Rep. Darrell Issa (R-Calif.), chairman of the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee, said
this morning he intends to hold the Environmental Protection Agency in contempt for not turning over
certain documents to Congress.


“This was a lawfully served subpoena,” Issa told EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy during a committee
hearing. “I am telling you the time to comply is now.”


In November 2013, Issa subpoenaed documents and communications related to congressional
requests for information on the agency's use of alias e-mail accounts and other issues.


McCarthy today pledged to continue to work with the committee on its oversight concerns and said she
would consider options to avoid the contempt citation. She said there had been private presentations of
certain documents, which Issa said weren't sufficient.


Furnace Fan Energy Standards Opposed by Manufacturers to Save $9 Billion


Posted June 25, 2014, 1:32 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Mandatory energy efficiency standards for residential furnace fans will save $9 billion by 2030,
according to a final rule opposed by manufacturers that the Energy Department released today.


Compliance with the rule, which also would reduce carbon dioxide emissions by up to 34 million metric
tons over its life, will be required in 2019.


The regulation, which has yet to be published in the Federal Register, has been opposed by companies
such as heating equipment manufacturers Lennox International and Ingersoll-Rand PLC, which have said
the requirement is too costly.


Business Leaders, Officials Push for Global Ocean Plan


Posted June 25, 2014, 3:49 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


International business leaders and former government officials called on the international community
to implement a five-year rescue package to protect ocean health.


The ocean limits the effects of climate change and provides resources such as fish and minerals, a
Global Ocean Commission report said. However, the vast majority of the ocean, especially the 64 percent
designated the “high seas,” is inadequately governed and protected, the report said.


The United Nations must address factors that are making the ocean less healthy and productive, such
as increased demand for resources, decreased availability of fish and weak international oversight over the
high seas, where no one government has jurisdiction, the report said.



mailto:abaltz@bna.com

mailto:aadragna@bna.com

mailto:anatter@bna.com

mailto:rleven@bna.com





The UN should create an international agreement under the UN Convention of the Law of the Sea,
coordinate government efforts and create more stringent oversight tactics and oversight entities, the
officials said. The international community must move forward quickly, as waiting longer could force more
extreme conservation measures, such as barring any industrial fishing in certain areas of the high seas,
the commission said.


Voters in Loveland, Colo., Reject Two-Year Fracking Moratorium


Posted June 25, 2014, 3:43 P.M. ET


By Tripp Baltz


Voters in Loveland, Colo., rejected a measure that would have imposed a two-year moratorium on the
use of hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, by oil and gas producers operating within city limits.


The vote opposing the fracking moratorium was 10,844, while those in favor totaled 9,942, according
to unofficial election results reported yesterday by Loveland.


The Colorado Oil and Gas Association said the election was “a good example of what happens when
voters have access to the facts about hydraulic fracturing and energy development.”


BJ's Wholesale Club Asks Vendors to Stop Using Neonicotinoids


Posted June 25, 2014, 12:35 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


BJ's Wholesale Club will ask its plant vendors to stop using neonicotinoid insecticides by the end of this
year due to bee health concerns, according to a letter sent today to the environmental group Friends of
the Earth.


If vendors don't stop using neonicotinoids, BJ's will place a label on any treated plants it sells warning
that the plant was treated with neonicotinoids and advising consumers to “use caution” around pollinators,
Scott Williams, assistant vice president for quality assurance and environmental stewardship at BJ's, said
in the letter.


BJ's already requires vendors to disclose the use of neonicotinoids in nursery plants and to describe
their plan for protecting bees and other pollinators when applying the insecticides, Williams wrote.


Neonicotinoids are systemic insecticides that environmental groups say have contributed to pollinator
population losses in the United States and Europe. President Barack Obama last week ordered federal
agencies to develop a national pollinator health strategy and ordered the EPA to assess the effects of
neonicotinoids and other pesticides on bees.


BJ's Wholesale Club, headquartered in Westborough, Mass., operates 201 warehouse retail stores
across 15 states.


SASB Issues Reporting Guidelines for Resources Companies


Posted June 25, 2014, 10:41 A.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


The Sustainability Accounting Standards Board (SASB) today released voluntary guidelines for helping
companies such as ConocoPhillips, Alpha Natural Resources and Owens Corning report on sustainability in
annual filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission.


The standards identify sustainability issues that could have a material impact on shareholder value for
companies in the nonrenewable resources sector, which includes oil and gas, mining and metals, iron and
steel, and construction materials.


The sector faces “distinct risks, such as increased regulatory pressure due to carbon emissions and the
need for a culture of safety and emergency preparedness,” Jean Rogers, the founder and chief executive
officer of SASB, said in a statement. It also faces “unique opportunities stemming from product innovation
and maintaining positive relations with key stakeholders such as communities directly affected by their
activities,” she said.


SASB is a nonprofit organization that has been developing standards for improving environmental,
social and governance disclosure in mandatory SEC filings, including annual 10-K reports, by publicly listed
companies in 10 sectors. The nonrenewable resources sector is the fourth set of industry standards to be
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From: White, Hal
To: Weaver, Jim
Subject: Fw: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
Date: Thursday, December 03, 2015 1:32:06 PM


Jim--
do you have a list of the references you've published that deal with Diving MTBE plumes?
Since the web re-org, I can't find anything.
Hal


From: Fiedler, Linda
Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2015 9:30 AM
To: White, Hal
Subject: FW: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
 
See below.  Is there a publication related to the material on the NRMRL website?
 
Thanks.
 
Linda Fiedler
USEPA Technology Assessment Branch
fiedler.linda@epa.gov
703-603-7194 (phone)
703-603-9135 (fax)
Mailing Address: USEPA (5203P), 1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, DC 20460
Physical/FedEx Delivery Address: USEPA, 2777 Crystal Drive, One Potomac Yard,
Room S-4216,Arlington, VA 22202
**Note EPA email accounts will no longer send/receive messages >25MB.**
 


From: Joe Odencrantz [mailto:jodencrantz@tri-s.com] 
Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2015 9:19 AM
To: Fiedler, Linda <Fiedler.Linda@epa.gov>
Subject: Request for Publication Information
 
Dear Ms. Fiedler:
 
Can you kindly send me the exact date of publication of the following article and/or the citation?
 
MTBE Diving Plumes  by Acree and Wilson
U.S. EPA, National Risk Management Research Laboratory, 2004
 
I found to 2-page article here https://clu-
in.org/contaminantfocus/default.focus/sec/methyl_tertiary_butyl_ether_%28mtbe%29/cat/Detection_and_Site_Characterization/ 
and there is only the 2004 date listed at this page. There is no date on the document itself.
 
Thank you kindly and I am using this paper as part of an expert report in a confidential arbitration in England.
 
Joe Odencrantz
 
Joe Odencrantz, Ph.D., P.E.
Principal
Tri-S Environmental
Newport Beach, California
p:  949-644-8602  Direct
m: 949-698-8851 try Direct first please
jodencrantz@tri-s.com
www.tri-s.com
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http://www.google.com/profiles/joeodencrantz
http://www.linkedin.com/in/josephodencrantz


 
 
"One World, One Environment"
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
 THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS E-MAIL MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE  PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL USE OF THE DESIGNATED RECIPIENT(S) NAMED ABOVE. IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE
IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR ANY AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING IT TO  THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS MESSAGE IN ERROR AND THAT
ANY REVIEW,  DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR COPYING OF THIS MESSAGE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY ME IMMEDIATELY BY
REPLYING TO THE MESSAGE AND DELETE THE ENTIRE MESSAGE FROM YOUR E-MAIL SYSTEM WITHOUT PRINTING ANY COPIES OR FORWARDING TO ANYONE.  THANK YOU.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA Rules to Force Retirement of 73 GW
Of Generating Capacity, Researchers Find
Nearly 73 gigawatts of electricity generating capacity have been
or will be retired due to a suite of air regulations issued by the
Environmental Protection Agency, according to the Institute for
Energy Research....


Biotechnology
Acceptance of GMOs Urged by Government
As Chinese Public Skeptical, Industry Wary
The Chinese government is trying to convince Zhou Guangxiu
that the corn in the congee she wants to feed her son is safe.
That may not be easy....


Biotechnology
Cargill Sues Syngenta, Claims Contamination
Of Non-GE Crops From Viptera Line of Corn
In addition to facing lawsuits from nearly a dozen farmers over its
production of genetically engineered corn, the agribusiness
company Syngenta is also battling in court against Cargill, one of
its biggest competitors, over the same issue...


Chemical Security
Data Show One-Third of Industrial Facilities
Now Have Approved Chemical Security Plans
One-third of the industrial facilities regulated under the
Department of Homeland Security's chemical security program
now have approved plans to reduce the risks of hazardous
material release, theft, diversion or sabotage, according...


Climate Change
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Clean Energy Policy Is Solution to Threat
Of Climate Change, Secretary of State Says
The solution to the "gathering storm" of climate change is energy
policy, Secretary of State John Kerry said Oct. 9 at a wind
technology testing center in Boston. ...


Climate Change
EU Lawmakers Provisionally Approve
Next Climate, Environment Commissioners
Lawmakers from the European Parliament's two largest political
groups have combined to provisionally back center-right former
Spanish agriculture minister Miguel Arias Canete to lead the
European Union's climate policy through...


Climate Policy
California, New York Shown to Lead
Progress by States on Adaptation Plans
California and New York stand out among the states for making
the most progress on plans to adapt to the impacts of climate
change, according to an online tool developed by the Georgetown
Climate Center....


Climate Regulation
Major Investor Coalition Pushes EPA
To Adopt ‘Robust' Methane Regulations
A coalition of investors with more than $300 billion in assets
asked the Environmental Protection Agency in an Oct. 9 letter to
develop "robust" methane emissions regulations for the oil and
gas industry. ...


Endangered Species
Criticism Begins to Pile Up on Proposals
For Changes in Critical Habitat Regulations
Senators, oil and gas companies and environmental activists are
competing to influence the final decisions two federal agencies
will make on changes to the regulations for protecting the habitat
of endangered species....


Endangered Species
Western States Critical to Conserving
Greater Sage Grouse, Agencies Say
The Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management have
assured Western governors that they value the input of Western
states in the development of measures to conserve the greater
sage grouse....


Energy
British Columbia LNG Alliance Urges
Government to Cash in on Industry Billions
Canadian governments should make regulatory and tax
framework decisions before the window in the global race to
supply liquefied natural gas shuts, the president of the country's
new B.C. LNG Alliance said Oct. 8....


Energy Efficiency
DOE 'on Track' to Finalize Record Number
Of Efficiency Standards in 2014, Moniz Says
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The Energy Department is "on track" to finalize a record number
of energy efficiency standards for household products and
appliances, as the administration places a new emphasis on using
energy conservation to achieve its climate...


Energy
National Fuel Gas Co. President Urges
Power Generators to Sign Firm Contracts
The incoming chairman of the Interstate Natural Gas Association
of America (INGAA) said power generators in the Northeast
should sign firm-capacity deals with natural gas pipelines to
ensure reliable winter gas supplies and avoid the soaring...


Enforcement
Next Generation Compliance Drives Markets,
Innovation, McCarthy Tells Bar Association
The goal of the Environmental Protection Agency's Next
Generation Compliance initiative is to make "compliance the path
of least resistance," EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy said....


Hazmat Transport
Advocacy Groups Challenge Approval
Of California Refinery, Crude-by-Rail Project
Environmental and citizen groups filed a lawsuit Oct. 9
challenging a permit Kern County, Calif., officials approved
allowing Alon USA Energy Inc. to expand the rail terminal for its
Bakersfield refinery and retool the facility for processing...


Hazmat Transport
Bakken Oil Moved Through 30 Pennsylvania Counties
The Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) has
released reports showing as many as 60 trains, each carrying
more than 1 million gallons of Bakken crude oil, move through
the state in an average week. Oil trains pass through 30 of
Pennsylvania's...


Oil Spills
California Oil Spill Prevention Rules
Challenged by Railroad Companies
Union Pacific Railroad Co. and BNSF Railway Co. have teamed up
with the Association of American Railroads in an effort to block a
new California law imposing a variety of requirements on
railroads to prevent and respond to oil spills (Ass'n...


Pesticides
199 Registrations Canceled for Lack of Payment
The Environmental Protection Agency canceled the registrations
of 199 pesticides after their makers missed paying an annual fee
to the agency, according to a Federal Register notice scheduled to
be published Oct. 10. This includes 194 pesticides...


Pipeline Safety
NAS to Study Likely Spill Impacts of Diluted Bitumen
The National Academy of Sciences is putting together a
committee to study whether diluted bitumen spills from pipelines
would affect the environment differently than other crude oil
pipeline spills, an academy spokeswoman told Bloomberg...
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Renewable Fuels
Renewable Fuel Standard Reductions
Would Increase Carbon Pollution, Boxer Says
The Environmental Protection Agency's proposal to cut volume
requirements in the renewable fuel standard would increase
carbon pollution, Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.), the chairman of
the Environment and Public Works Committee,...


Water Pollution
EPA Confident That Science Backs Proposed
U.S. Waters Jurisdiction Rule, McCarthy Says
The Environmental Protection Agency is confident that a proposed
rule that would clarify Clean Water Act jurisdiction over different
types of water bodies and wetlands is backed by scientific study,
the agency's top official said Oct....


Water Pollution
No Revisions to Stormwater Rule Planned,
McCarthy Says, Touting Green Infrastructure
The Environmental Protection Agency has no plans to revisit its
decision to defer action on a national stormwater rule for new and
redeveloped sites, but it will continue to offer technical assistance
and promote approaches, such as green...


Wetlands
Region 6 Failed to Record Wetland Spending,
Used Money for Other Programs, OIG Charges
The Environmental Protection Agency's Region 6 failed to
document labor costs related to a wetlands restoration program
and used the funds for other water programs, meaning it may
have to repay the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as much as...


CORRECTION
Due to outdated information that apparently was posted
temporarily on an Office of Management and Budget website, an
article in the Oct. 8 report incorrectly described a proposed rule
for nanoscale materials regulated under the Toxic Substances...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


OCTOBER 10 FEDERAL REGISTER


OCTOBER 9 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Smith, TimR
To: Burnell, Susan
Subject: Re: UST training
Date: Friday, February 05, 2016 12:09:21 PM


Hi Sue,


Send me the person's e-mail address.  I will send her or him files they can access to take
OUST's web-based inspector training.  For a new UST Inspector, this would be the most
beneficial one to take.  New EPA inspectors must complete the training in order to meet EPA
inspector credentialing requirements under Executive Order 3500.1.


Thanks,
Tim


From: Burnell, Susan
Sent: Friday, February 5, 2016 9:43 AM
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: UST training
 
Hi Tim –
 
I have a new R6 tanks employee looking for UST and LUST training.  I looked at the NEWIPCC
website.  They have archived training videos including the RCRA Inspectors 101.  Is that the same as
the RCRA inspectors training that NEIWPCC puts on every once in a while.  They have a note on their
website under the main training resources page saying the Inspector training is not currently
available and to contact you.  So I wondered if they were different trainings. 
 
Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave (5401R)
Washington DC  20460
703-603-9231 Beginning January 19, 2016, my new phone number will be 202-564-0766
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NEWS


Air Pollution
China Issues Detailed Plan to Clean Up
Air in Wider Region Around Capital City
China has issued more detailed guidelines for combating air
pollution in the capital region surrounding Beijing, including coal
consumption caps, plans for shuttering outdated boilers and
restructuring for industries with overcapacity,...


Air Pollution
Comment Period Extended on Arizona Power Plant
The Environmental Protection Agency is extending the comment
period on proposed alternatives for the Navajo Generating
Station's best available retrofit technology (BART) determination
for nitrogen oxides, according to a notice...


Air Pollution
Court Asked to Vacate EPA Policy Change
After Cross-State Pollution Rule Struck Down
An Environmental Protection Agency memorandum advising
regional offices on how to respond to a court decision striking
down the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule constitutes final agency
action and should have been subject to a comment-and-review...


Air Pollution
Court Vacates EPA Determination
On BART for North Dakota Haze Plan
The Environmental Protection Agency improperly failed to
consider pollution controls already installed at a North Dakota
power plant when it issued a federal implementation plan to
address the state's obligations under the Clean Air...


Air Pollution
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Senators Tout Success of Program to Reduce
Black Carbon Emissions, Seek More Funding
Democratic and Republican senators, state officials, and
environmental groups said at a Senate subcommittee hearing
that efforts to reduce domestic emissions of black carbon had
been successful and indicated bipartisan support for the...


Budget
Senate Republicans Request Hearing
On EPA Fiscal 2014 Budget Request
Republican members of the Senate Environment and Public Works
Committee called on Committee Chairman Barbara Boxer (D-
Calif.) to schedule a hearing on the fiscal year 2014 budget
request for the Environmental Protection Agency....


Budget
To Keep Up Fiscal Pressure, Stopgap Funding
Should Only Extend to Nov. 15, Mikulski Says
Sen. Barbara Mikulski (D-Md.), chairwoman of the Senate
Appropriations Committee, said she wants to change the
expiration date of a stopgap continuing resolution (H.J. Res. 59)
in the Senate from Dec. 15 to around Nov. 15...


Climate Change
Asian Countries Developing Carbon Markets
At Varying Rates, Conference Participants Told
A growing number of Asian countries are developing carbon
markets and mechanisms to lower greenhouse gas emissions,
speakers said at the Carbon Forum Asia in Bangkok. ...


Climate Change
EPA Seeks Guidance From States
On Existing Power Plant Emissions
The Environmental Protection Agency is polling states on their
experiences with programs to reduce carbon dioxide in
anticipation of proposing emissions guidelines for existing power
plants in June 2014....


Climate Change
Global Study Launched to Examine Ties
Between Economic Growth, Climate Policy
A newly formed global commission will analyze the economic
costs and benefits of action on climate change and examine links
between stronger economic performance and good climate policy,
its sponsors announced....


Climate Change
Report Says Number of ‘Climate Leaders'
Doubles With Increased Action, Progress
The number of companies identified as climate leaders by the
nonprofit CDP rose from 16 in 2012 to 36 in 2013 as businesses
showed a stronger commitment to climate action and measured
progress, according to a new report....


Climate Change
Two Democrats Working With Republicans
To Block Power Plant Greenhouse Gas Rules
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Two Senate Democrats told Bloomberg BNA they are in
discussions with Republican senators on how to respond to the
Environmental Protection Agency's proposed rules to control
carbon dioxide from new power plants, including ways to halt...


Drilling
U.S. Company Challenges Legality
Of French Ban on Hydraulic Fracturing
Dallas-based Schuepbach Energy LLC has filed suit in France's
highest constitutional chamber challenging the legality of a 2011
law that barred the use of hydraulic fracturing to extract or
explore for shale gas in France, the company's...


Energy
Carbon Increases From Adding Wind,
Solar Power to Grid Called Negligible
Carbon emissions induced by more frequent "cycling" as a result
of adding renewable energy sources to the electrical grid are
negligible compared with the carbon reductions that are achieved
by doing so, according to a study released...


Energy
FERC to Hear From Industry, Regulators
On Securing Adequate Electricity Generation
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission is scheduled to
conduct a day-long conference Sept. 25 to hear from industry and
state regulators on the progress and challenges in the wholesale
electricity markets of the eastern U.S. in securing...


Energy
Small-Government Advocates, Other Groups
Urge Congress to Let Wind Tax Credit Expire
Congress should let the wind production tax credit expire at the
end of the year as scheduled, two dozen groups advocating lower
taxes or smaller government wrote in a letter to Congress, saying
the tax break fails to produce less-expensive...


Energy
Stabenow Asks Futures Trading Commission
To Review Potential RIN Market Manipulation
The Commodity Futures Trading Commission should review
allegations of possible manipulation of the markets for renewable
identification numbers (RINs) used to track compliance with the
renewable fuel standard, Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.)...


Energy
U.S. 15th in Energy Sustainability Policies;
Switzerland, Denmark, Sweden Lead Rankings
The U.S. ranks 15th in energy sustainability policies, according to
an index released Sept. 24 by the World Energy Council....


Hazmat Transport
DOT Final Rule Requires Safe Clearance
For Hazmat Trucks at Rail Grade Crossings
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration and
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration are scheduled to
publish a final rule Sept. 25 prohibiting drivers of commercial
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vehicles and vehicles transporting regulated...


Natural Resources
Canada's Northwest Territories to Begin
Consultations on Use of Resource Revenues
In preparation for assuming the management of lands, waters
and nonrenewable resources as of April 1, 2014, the government
of Canada's Northwest Territories will begin a consultation
process Oct. 3 to help it formulate a plan to maximize...


Science Policy
Interagency Committee to Refocus Efforts
To Spur Use of Non-Animal Toxicity Tests
An interagency committee Congress established to ensure federal
agencies receive useful toxicity test methods that reduce, replace
or refine the use of animals is crafting a new approach to its
mission, according to presentations the chairmen...


Toxic Substances
California Reconsidering Prop. 65 Listings
For 16 Chemicals Based on HazCom Revision
California is considering whether to keep 16 chemicals on its list
of substances that carry special labeling requirements due to
reproductive toxicity, the state's hazard assessment office
announced....


Toxic Substances
Class Action Suit on Derailment Case Stays
In Federal Court After Remand Motion Nixed
A proposed class action stemming from a train derailment in
Kentucky that caused the release of hazardous chemicals will
remain in federal court pursuant to the Class Action Fairness Act
of 2005 after a district court concluded the defendants...


Toxic Substances
EPA Issues Analysis of Possible Substitutes
For Flame Retardant Used in Construction
The Environmental Protection Agency released a draft analysis of
possible substitutes for hexabromocyclododecane (HBCD), which
is used to make polystyrene building and construction materials
that meet fire safety standards. ...


Toxic Substances
McCarthy Says Improved Chemical
Management, Safety Remain Priority at EPA
The new head of the Environmental Protection Agency said that
improved chemical management and chemical safety remain
priorities for the agency....


Water Pollution
Delaware River Basin Commission to Hold
Hearing on Proposal to Revise pH Criteria
Sept. 24—The Delaware River Basin Commission will hold a public
hearing Oct. 24 on proposed amendments to its water quality
regulations to update the criteria for pH in the interstate waters
of the Delaware River....
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Water Pollution
Report, Online Map Show Impacts of Toxic Algae
A new national online map by the environmental nonprofit
Resource Media shows toxic algae bloom warnings and advisories
issued by local, state or federal agencies between May 5 and
Sept. 16. Resource Media and the National Wildlife Federation...


Water Pollution
Water Official Says Proposed Rule
On Stormwater Remains ‘Work in Progress'
The Environmental Protection Agency's post-construction
stormwater rule remains a "work in progress" as regulators
attempt to craft a national measure flexible enough to meet the
specific needs of various regions, according...


Water Pollution
White House Urged to Return
Jurisdiction Rule to EPA for Review
The National Federation of Independent Business and the group's
legal arm representing small businesses asked the White House
Office of Management and Budget to return to the Environmental
Protection Agency the rule that would clarify...
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 Latest News   BNA Insights    PDF LINK Search Full Publication     


Latest Developments -- Your Preview of the Day's News


The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


World’s Economic Powers Pledge Ambitious 2015 Climate Deal


Posted June 05, 2014, 12:39 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


Seven of the world’s leading economies today pledged they will work to produce an ambitious
international accord in 2015 to cut greenhouse gas emissions and “will lead by example” by putting
individual commitments for emissions cuts on the table by March 2015.


The statement, offered by the Group of Seven leaders at the conclusion of June 4-5 talks in Brussels,
also acknowledged the increasing challenge of energy security in Europe following Russia’s annexation of
Crimea in March, which triggered the cancellation of a meeting of top economic powers in Russia.


The June 5 statement called for all seven economic powers to produce a comprehensive assessment of
their energy systems and consider ways to shore up “the resilience of critical infrastructure, transit routes,
supply chains and transport” of natural gas and other energy supplies.


The G-7 leaders also reaffirmed their vow to phase down hydrofluorocarbons under the Montreal
Protocol and said the U.S. will propose two rules this summer: one to promote the use of “climate-friendly
alternatives” to the highly potent greenhouse gases and another to bar the use of certain HFCs in some
applications, such as vehicle air conditioning.


The seven countries are the U.S., Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the U.K.


State Coordination Could Be Key for Power Plant Rule, Panelists Say


Posted June 05, 2014, 11:26 A.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


How well states coordinate plans to reduce carbon dioxide emissions from the existing fleet of power
plants could determine the success of the Environmental Protection Agency's rule for the power sector,
panelists said today at a forum sponsored by Resources for the Future.


“This is the regime change. This is what all the conversations will be about, this question of
coordination among the states,” Dallas Burtraw, Darius Gaskins Senior Fellow at Resources for the Future,
said.


The EPA proposed the first carbon dioxide emissions standards for the existing fleet of power plants
June 2 (RIN 2060-AR33). The proposal, issued under Section 111(d) of the Clean Air Act, would establish
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carbon dioxide emissions rates for each state. The agency anticipates its proposal would reduce carbon
dioxide emissions from existing power plants by 30 percent from 2005 levels when it is fully implemented
in 2030.


Gina McCarthy said in a June 3 interview with Bloomberg reporters that interstate emissions trading
would likely provide the most cost-effective carbon dioxide reductions.


However, Jeffrey Holmstead, a partner at Bracewell & Giuliani LLP, questioned whether the EPA's
proposed rule comports with the Clean Air Act, because it would impose the emissions rate requirements
on states rather than the power plants themselves.


Panel Approves More Funds for Safety in Rail Energy Transportation


Posted June 05, 2014, 2:56 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


The Senate Appropriations Committee today advanced measures to enhance the safety of energy
transportation by railroad as part of a fiscal year 2015 appropriations bill.


The bill would increase the number of rail and hazardous materials inspectors and inspections, finance
testing of shale oil to determine the most appropriate classification criteria, improve the ability to identify
gaps in regulations, enhance safety training and compliance assessments for short-line railroads, mandate
completion of a change to tank car design standards and fund an emergency response training
curriculum.


The change in tank car design standards for the cars that carry crude oil was initiated by the Pipeline
and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration in September. The bill would direct PHMSA to finish the
regulatory changes no later than Oct. 1.


The provisions for energy transportation by rail were included in the fiscal 2015 bill to fund
transportation, housing and urban development, passed 29-1 by the committee.


The provisions on energy transportation were motivated by an upsurge in crude oil shipments by rail
and derailments that have occurred over the last year. The derailments, including one that killed 47 people
in Canada in July 2013 and a derailment in December that caused evacuations in Cassleton, N.D., also
galvanized the PHMSA work on improving tank car design standards.


Deepwater Blowout Preventer Failed Within Minutes, CSB Reports


Posted June 05, 2014, 3:15 P.M. ET


By Robert Iafolla


The Deepwater Horizon drilling rig's blowout preventer failed to seal the well and stop oil from gushing
into the Gulf of Mexico because the drill pipe buckled during the April 2010 disaster, the Chemical Safety
and Hazard Investigation Board said in a draft report released today.


The Chemical Safety Board report said the blowout preventer's last-resort safety device fired the night
of the accident on the rig, and the pipe buckled during the first few minutes of the disaster, days earlier
than other investigations concluded. The pipe likely buckled due to the large pressure differential inside
and outside of the pipe when operators temporarily sealed the well as an initial emergency response to the
blowout, the report said.


The blowout led to the deaths of 11 workers and seriously injured 17 others. The well remained open
the following 87 days, releasing nearly 5 million barrels of oil into the Gulf.


China Seeks to Cap Fossil Fuel Emissions for First Time


Posted June 05, 2014, 3:38 P.M. ET


By Alex Morales


China is working on how to cap its greenhouse gas emissions for the first time, an effort that would
spur the worldwide effort to hold back climate change.


The world's biggest producer of fossil fuel emissions has been studying for more than a year how and
when it might be able to make its pollution levels peak and hopes to act as soon as possible, said Xie
Zhenhua, China's lead envoy to the United Nations global warming talks.
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“China will behave in a very responsible way for Chinese people and the world and we will try our
utmost to peak as early as possible,” Xie said in an interview at the talks in Bonn with Bloomberg and
other news organizations. “We are working very hard and trying to find a balanced equilibrium between
environmental protection and economic development.”


The comments are the clearest indication yet of China's willingness to join a global agreement that
would limit emissions in all nations, both rich and poor alike. China, along with other countries classed as
developing economies, were exempted from restrictions under the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, the only pact of
its kind curbing the pollution blamed for causing global warming.


Xie's remarks are the first response China has made to President Barack Obama's decision on June 2
to restrict emissions from existing power plants in the U.S.


©2014 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission.


Trade Group Seeks Review of Kraft Pulp Mill Emissions Standards


Posted June 05, 2014, 3:40 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


The American Forest & Paper Association is seeking a federal appeals court review of the
Environmental Protection Agency's particulate matter performance standards for new and modified kraft
pulp mills.


The association, in a petition filed June 3, requested that the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit review an EPA final rule that aligned the kraft pulp mill performance standards with
existing air toxics standards for the industry.


The final rule, signed in March and published in April, requires emissions limits to apply at all times,
including when equipment malfunctions, and permits the use of excess emissions allowances during
startup and shutdown operations.


Jessica McFaul, director of communications and press secretary for the American Forest & Paper
Association, told Bloomberg BNA in a June 5 e-mail that while there are “many things” in the final rule that
the association supports, the EPA has indicated that it may change provisions of the rule in the future.


“We filed the petition so that if EPA decides to make changes that harm our ability to operate down the
road, we can participate in that legal review,” she said.


Contaminated Site Redevelopment to Grow, EPA Official Says


Posted June 05, 2014, 3:23 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


The redevelopment of small, contaminated sites is poised to return to steady growth, years after the
national economic crisis slowed project development, an Environmental Protection Agency official said
today.


There is “growing demand for sustainable end-uses” of redeveloped sites in communities, but the
expansion of public-private partnerships at the state and local level would be key to redevelopment,
Charlie Bartsch, EPA senior adviser for economic development, said.


The real estate market is “recovering but not back to where it was” before the recession, Bartsch said
at the New Life for Closed Gas Stations Conference in Orlando, Fla.


Redevelopment of closed gas station properties, in particular, struggled in recent years because of
declining property values and wariness among developers about the high costs of preparing or cleaning up
many of the sites. Nevertheless, a wave of gas station closings over the last couple of decades should
open up new opportunities for redevelopment. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 121,446 gas stations
were operating as of Jan. 1, which marks a decline from the 202,800 stations operating in 2002, according
to figures cited at the conference.


EPA, Corps Officials to Testify on Water Jurisdiction Rule


Posted June 05, 2014, 2:53 P.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid
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Bob Perciasepe, deputy administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, and Jo-Ellen Darcy,
assistant secretary of the Army on civil works, will testify June 11 before the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Subcommittee on Water Resources and the Environment on the joint agencies' “waters of
the United States” proposed rule.


Subcommittee Chairman Bob Gibbs (R-Ohio) has convened the hearing to examine the potential effect
of proposed changes to Clean Water Act jurisdiction.


The proposed rule, which the EPA published April 21, would bring under federal jurisdiction all
tributaries of streams, lakes, ponds and impoundments, as well as wetlands that affect the chemical,
physical and biological integrity of larger, navigable downstream waters.


Gibbs and other Republican lawmakers have said the proposed rule is tantamount to a federal
overreach.


The subcommittee also has invited representatives of the Western Governors Association, National
Association of Counties and American Farm Bureau Federation, among others, to testify.


The hearing will be 10 a.m. in Room 2167 of the Rayburn House Office Building.


Obama Emissions Plan Seen as Potential Catalyst in Climate Talks


Posted June 05, 2014, 3:07 P.M. ET


By Alex Morales


President Barack Obama's plan to cut power plant emissions by 30 percent can spur other major
emitters to step up greenhouse gas cuts, envoys from developing countries said at United Nations climate
talks.


“We're looking at this as a catalytic event,” Seyni Nafo, a delegate from Mali, said in an interview in
Bonn, where 12 days of UN climate discussions began June 4. “This is the type of thing you need. It's
going to put some pressure on Canada, some pressure on Japan.”


Developing countries have been calling for years for the U.S. to step up action against climate
change.


“We see this as the beginning of great cooperation between the United States and the rest of the world
on this issue,” Tony de Brum, a minister from the Marshall Islands, said in an interview in Bonn. “We're
now on the same wavelength.”


©2014 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission.


Economists Question Scope of Benefits for Climate Policies


Posted June 05, 2014, 4:03 P.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


Two Brookings Institution economists are questioning whether the Obama administration's climate
policies are giving too much weight to global, rather than domestic, benefits of reducing greenhouse gas
emissions.


Standard cost-benefit analyses for domestic policy proposals, in which the costs are borne
domestically, should only consider domestic benefits, they wrote in a paper released yesterday. But cost-
benefit analyses in recent climate policies, including the Environmental Protection Agency's proposed
carbon pollution standards for existing power plants, have taken a global approach, “leading to a
substantial increase in the estimated benefits,” the paper said.


In its proposal for existing power plants, the EPA estimated global climate benefits of $30 billion in
2030, but the Brookings paper said domestic climate benefits would only be between $2 billion and $7
billion, which is less than the estimated compliance costs for the rule of $7.3 billion.


Still, the agency's analysis shows that estimated health co-benefits of the rule would outweigh its
costs.


BP, Anadarko May Face Billions in Fines After Spill Ruling


Posted June 05, 2014, 2:52 P.M. ET


By Margaret Cronin Fisk



mailto:amorales2@bloomberg.net

mailto:avittorio@bna.com

http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2014/06/04-determining-proper-scope-climate-change-benefits-gayer

mailto:mcfisk@bloomberg.net





BP Plc and Anadarko Petroleum Corp. could face billions of dollars in fines after an appeals court ruled
they were automatically liable for pollution-law violations as co-owners of the well that blew out and
started the 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill.


The U.S. Court of Appeals in New Orleans yesterday upheld a lower-court decision that allows the U.S.
to seek a maximum fine from London-based BP of $18 billion if it is found grossly negligent for its actions
surrounding the spill. Anadarko, which owned a 25 percent interest in the well, is facing a maximum
penalty of $4.6 billion.


U.S. District Judge Carl Barbier, who made the initial ruling, will determine the size of the fines. His
decision on whether BP was grossly negligent under the U.S. Clean Water Act is pending. He already has
ruled that Anadarko wasn't and excluded from trial evidence against the company alleging fault for the
incident.


The April 2010 Macondo Well blowout and explosion killed 11 workers and caused the worst offshore
oil spill in U.S. history. The accident spurred thousands of lawsuits against BP and its contractors
Transocean Ltd., the owner of the drilling rig, and Halliburton Co., which provided cementing services for
the project.


©2014 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission.


Democrats Invite Republicans to New Floor Debate on Climate


Posted June 05, 2014, 3:46 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


Senate Democrats are setting aside several hours of floor time June 9 in hopes of enticing their
Republican colleagues to debate the issue of climate change, one week after the Obama administration
unveiled its plans for cutting carbon pollution from existing power plants.


Democrats including Sens. Barbara Boxer (Calif.), Ed Markey (Mass.) and Bernie Sanders (I/D-Vt.)
announced the plan to give Republicans another shot at debating the issue three months after a similar
overnight forum failed to attract a single taker from the minority party.


A handful of Republicans complained then of not feeling welcomed at the March 10 overnight session,
but even Democratic aides acknowledge that the chances for significant participation from Republicans—
most of whom oppose Obama’s power plant limits or other action on emissions—are slim. In a formal
invite, sent May 30 to all 45 Republicans, the Democrats conceded that some in the minority may have felt
they “were not invited to join in” the previous all-nighter. But, Democrats said, Republicans “could have a
lot to offer” in helping to strategize on how to address climate change.


Justice Department Likely to Use Big Data for Investigations


Posted June 05, 2014, 10:29 A.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


The Justice Department's Environmental Crimes Section likely will use big data to identify new
enforcement issues and efforts, former chiefs of the section said today.


Renewable fuel credit fraud is an example of the department's effort to use big data—which is large
amounts of electronically reported and/or available data—to target enforcement efforts, Steven Solow,
former head of the division and now co-head of Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP's environmental practice,
said.


Stacey Mitchell, another former chief of the division, also said to expect more criminal investigations
based on big data, specifically renewable identification number (RIN) fraud work from the Justice
Department. Mitchell now is deputy general counsel for the Environmental Protection Agency.


Under the renewable fuel standard, RINs are generated on each gallon of renewable fuel produced.
Petroleum refiners, importers and blenders are required to purchase RINs to comply with the standard.


Citizen Monitoring Motivates Industry to Buy Advanced Equipment


Posted June 05, 2014, 2:48 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


Citizens that monitor emissions of industrial facilities are driving companies toward purchasing their
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own advanced emissions monitoring equipment, Cynthia Giles, EPA assistant administrator for
enforcement and compliance assurance, said today.


More citizens are purchasing cell phone-sized monitors that measure local facilities' emissions, and
they are sending those numbers to the EPA, Giles said at an American Law Institute event.


The private sector has told Giles it wants to have “more accurate and more robust” equipment than
community members.


“That real-time feedback to the facility about what the problems are is the most effective way to get
ahead of their pollution problems,” Giles said, adding that some facilities, by using the equipment, find
flaws in their own programs they may not have realized were problems.


EPA Pesticide Office Tries to Offset 13 Percent Staffing Reduction


Posted June 05, 2014, 1:47 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


The Environmental Protection Agency's Office of Pesticide Programs intends to use fee revenue
collected from pesticide registrants to hire additional entry-level staff, part of an effort to offset a 13
percent reduction in the office's workforce over the past two years, according to an agency official.


Marty Monell, deputy director of OPP, said today the agency has authorized the hiring of 33 additional
pesticide office employees using “term appointment authority,” a mechanism that allows the hiring of
additional staff without affecting the office's full-time equivalent (FTE) ceiling imposed by Congress and the
White House Office of Management and Budget.


Monell, speaking at a meeting of the Pesticide Program Dialogue Committee, said the office intends to
hire more staff using term appointment authority.


The FTE ceiling for the pesticide office has fallen from 553.6 in fiscal year 2012 to 483.4 in fiscal 2014,
a loss of 70.3 FTE, Monell told the committee. She described the decline as a “huge reduction” for the
pesticide program “over a fairly short period of time.”


Ray McAllister, senior director of regulatory policy at CropLife America and a member of the pesticide
advisory committee, said pesticide registrants have noticed a “gradual, ongoing erosion” of the EPA's
ability to meet deadlines for regulatory action.
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From: White, Hal
To: Fiedler, Linda
Subject: Fw: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
Date: Thursday, December 03, 2015 2:35:48 PM


Linda--
Jim Weaver provided the email below, which contains several pertinent references (though no URLs).
Hopefully this will be useful.
Hal


From: Weaver, Jim
Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2015 2:33 PM
To: White, Hal
Subject: RE: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
 
Hal,  This is what I could find on the Acree and Wilson article.   Afterwards I’ve listed other publications on plume diving.
 
-Jim
 
 
Using Direct-Push Tools to Map Hydrostratigraphy and Predict MTBE Plume Diving
Groundwater Monitoring & Remediation
 
Volume 25, Issue 3, August 2005, Pages: 93–102, John T. Wilson, Randall R. Ross and Steven Acree
 
Article first published online : 24 AUG 2005, DOI: 10.1111/j.1745-6592.2005.00031.x
 
 
Gorokhovski V. M. and J. W. Weaver, 2007, A Catalog of Ground Water Flow Solutions for Plume Diving Calculations, United States
Environmental Protection Agency, Washington, DC, 20460,            EPA/600/R-07/122.


Weaver, J.W., 2004, The OnSite on-line calculators and training for subsurface contaminant transport site assessment, L.U.S.T. Line,
New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission, 47.
 


r, J.W. and J.T. Wilson, 2000, Diving Plumes, L.U.S.T.Line, New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission, 36, 12-15.
 
Weaver, J.W., J.E. Haas, C.B. Sosik, 1999, Characteristics of Gasoline Releases in the Water Table Aquifer of Long Island,
Proceedings of 1999 Petroleum Hydrocarbons and Organic Chemicals in Ground Water, API/NGWA, Houston, Texas, November 17-19,
pp. 262.
 
Weaver, J.W, J.T. Haas, and J.T. Wilson, 1996, Analysis of the gasoline spill at East Patchogue, New      York, Proceedings of Non-
Aqueous Phase Liquids (NAPLs) in Subsurface Environment:           Assessment and Remediation,  ed. L. Reddi,  American Society of
Civil Engineers, Washington,    D.C., November 12-14, pp. 707-718
 
 
From: White, Hal 
Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2015 12:32 PM
To: Weaver, Jim <Weaver.Jim@epa.gov>
Subject: Fw: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
 
Jim--
do you have a list of the references you've published that deal with Diving MTBE plumes?
Since the web re-org, I can't find anything.
Hal
 


From: Fiedler, Linda
Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2015 9:30 AM
To: White, Hal
Subject: FW: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
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See below.  Is there a publication related to the material on the NRMRL website?
 
Thanks.
 
Linda Fiedler
USEPA Technology Assessment Branch
fiedler.linda@epa.gov
703-603-7194 (phone)
703-603-9135 (fax)
Mailing Address: USEPA (5203P), 1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, DC 20460
Physical/FedEx Delivery Address: USEPA, 2777 Crystal Drive, One Potomac Yard,
Room S-4216,Arlington, VA 22202
**Note EPA email accounts will no longer send/receive messages >25MB.**
 


From: Joe Odencrantz [mailto:jodencrantz@tri-s.com] 
Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2015 9:19 AM
To: Fiedler, Linda <Fiedler.Linda@epa.gov>
Subject: Request for Publication Information
 
Dear Ms. Fiedler:
 
Can you kindly send me the exact date of publication of the following article and/or the citation?
 
MTBE Diving Plumes  by Acree and Wilson
U.S. EPA, National Risk Management Research Laboratory, 2004
 
I found to 2-page article here https://clu-
in.org/contaminantfocus/default.focus/sec/methyl_tertiary_butyl_ether_%28mtbe%29/cat/Detection_and_Site_Characterization/ 
and there is only the 2004 date listed at this page. There is no date on the document itself.
 
Thank you kindly and I am using this paper as part of an expert report in a confidential arbitration in England.
 
Joe Odencrantz
 
Joe Odencrantz, Ph.D., P.E.
Principal
Tri-S Environmental
Newport Beach, California
p:  949-644-8602  Direct
m: 949-698-8851 try Direct first please
jodencrantz@tri-s.com
www.tri-s.com
http://www.google.com/profiles/joeodencrantz
http://www.linkedin.com/in/josephodencrantz


 
 
"One World, One Environment"
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
 THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS E-MAIL MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE  PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL USE OF THE DESIGNATED RECIPIENT(S) NAMED ABOVE. IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE
IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR ANY AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING IT TO  THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS MESSAGE IN ERROR AND THAT
ANY REVIEW,  DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR COPYING OF THIS MESSAGE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY ME IMMEDIATELY BY
REPLYING TO THE MESSAGE AND DELETE THE ENTIRE MESSAGE FROM YOUR E-MAIL SYSTEM WITHOUT PRINTING ANY COPIES OR FORWARDING TO ANYONE.  THANK YOU.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Oil lobby turns focus to EPA in ethanol fight
Date: Thursday, July 17, 2014 8:47:01 AM


News Headline: Oil lobby turns focus to EPA in ethanol fight | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Hill - Online, The
News Text: The American Petroleum Institute (API) is focusing on the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) in its fight to reduce the ethanol blending mandate, conceding that there's little short-
term hope in congressional action.
 
Bob Greco, API's director of downstream operations, said his group is still pushing for legislative
changes to the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) that requires oil refiners to mix ethanol, biodiesel and
other renewables into their fuels. But with elections approaching, it is trying instead to convince the
EPA to keep the mandated volumes low.
 
“I think we have a narrow, closing window to do anything this year,” Greco told reporters
Wednesday.
 
“That's why, I think, much of the focus is really on the regulatory rulemaking right now, because that
is something that will have an impact this year,” he said. “So that's why I think at least from API's
perspective, so much of our focus right now is on better understanding where's EPA's going and
trying to influence the regulatory decision.”
 
API invited representatives from a range of advocacy groups to its offices Wednesday to talk about
their different objections to the RFS. For example, the American Motorcyclist Association opposes it
because high ethanol concentrations can harm small engines, while the National Chicken Council
believes that the demand for corn-based ethanol has increased prices for feed stock.
 
The EPA must go through a rulemaking process each year to set the required blending volumes. The
agency proposed last year to reduce the ethanol mandate for 2014 and keep the biodiesel level
unchanged, decisions that renewable fuel advocates decried, but opponents cheered.
 
API wants the EPA to finalize the blending levels it proposed last year.
 
The Environmental Working Group (EWG) wants the corn-based ethanol requirement scrapped
completely, because the fuel has higher carbon dioxide emissions than the conventional gasoline it
replaces, said Scott Faber, vice president of government affairs for the group.
 
“The single most effective way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions today is to implement the
[standard] as they proposed, and to not increase the amount of corn ethanol that would ultimately
be blended into gasoline,” Faber said. EWG estimated that reducing the level as EPA proposed would
cut carbon dioxide emissions by about 3 million metric tons, the equivalent of taking 580,000 cars
off the road for a year.
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“If the administration were to increase the amount of corn ethanol, they would be blatantly
contradicting their own climate policy and doing more to create momentum for reform in this
Congress, especially in the lame duck, than anything API or EWG could ever do,” Faber said.
 
Scott Vinson, president of the National Council of Chain Restaurants, was optimistic that the RFS
could be reformed or repealed, especially if Republicans take control of the Senate.
 
“At least in the Republican Party, there's this tea party strain, where there's less enthusiasm for
government mandates picking winners and losers than maybe there has been been in the past,” he
said. “And I think that helps.”
 
Greco said a majority of members of the House have endorsed some sort of change to the RFS.
 
“So there's a critical mass in Congress to affect change. How that change is initiated, I think is yet to
be determined,” he said. “But ultimately, we're in this for the long haul.”








From: John Menatti
To: White, Hal
Subject: Re: reference help needed
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 1:07:49 PM
Attachments: PVI_Database_Report_Jan-2013.pdf


Attached is the only reference that I consider "unimpeachable."  By that I mean it was done by
EPA OUST and not by the major oil companies.


On Wed, Jun 11, 2014 at 4:44 AM, White, Hal <White.Hal@epa.gov> wrote:


All—


While I cannot go into detail on why I need what I’m asking for (you’ll just have to trust
me), I do need your help. What I need specifically are any references that are not already on
the attached list that discuss screening criteria (vertical separation distances in particular) for
PHC sources that are NOT USTs (so terminals/tank farms, refineries, chemical plants,
pipelines). NOTE: some of the included references may not actually discuss vertical
separation distances. I’m just beginning my research and so I haven’t yet had a chance to
determine if they do or not…if you know, please let me know).


Thanks in advance…perhaps someday I’ll be at liberty to tell you what this is all about.


 


Hal


 


-- 
John A. Menatti, M.S., P.G.
Manager, Petroleum Storage Tank Trust Fund
Department of Environmental Quality
195 North 1950 West
P.O. Box 144840
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-4840
(801) 536-4159 (office)
(801) 554-6560 (cell)
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Disclaimer 



This document has been reviewed in accordance with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
policy and approved for publication. Mention of trade names or commercial products does not 
constitute endorsement or recommendation for use.  
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Executive Summary 



This report presents an evaluation of empirical data and select modeling studies of the behavior 
of petroleum hydrocarbon (PHC) vapors in subsurface soils at petroleum release sites and how 
these vapors can affect subsurface-to–indoor air vapor intrusion. Specifically, the report develops 
an inclusion distance approach for screening petroleum release sites for vapor intrusion that 
should improve the efficiency of petroleum release site investigations and help focus resources 
on the sites of most concern for petroleum vapor intrusion (PVI).  



ES.1 Purpose and Document Focus 



The purpose of this report is to support the development of a new soil vapor screening approach 
for PHC compounds. Consequently, the report focuses primarily on characterizing the vapor 
intrusion pathway at Solid Waste Disposal Act Subtitle I underground storage tank (UST) sites 
with petroleum fuel releases. However, the report also presents and discusses PVI data from 
other types of sites with PHC contamination (i.e., fuel terminals, petroleum refineries, and 
petrochemical plants). 



In support of its general guidance development effort for the PVI exposure pathway, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) compiled an empirical database of measurements of 
subsurface media (soil gas, soil, and groundwater) and supporting data from PHC sites. The 
rationale for this focus on subsurface media measurements is that in the presence of oxygen, 
PHC vapors can rapidly biodegrade. Compared with chlorinated hydrocarbons, PHC vapors 
bioattenuate to much lower concentrations in soil gas (EPA, 2012a). Therefore, screening for 
PVI using the same methodology used for chlorinated hydrocarbons is overly conservative; a 
different approach is needed for PVI.  



The goal of this report is to provide information on the subsurface vapor attenuation of PHCs 
that would support establishing a better approach for evaluating PVI potential, with the intent of 
determining when PVI may result in indoor air PHC concentrations that exceed safe levels for 
human health (i.e., when the PVI exposure pathway is complete).  



Because bioattenuation processes for PHCs are well documented and widespread (EPA, 2012a), 
the analysis of subsurface soil gas data from actual petroleum release sites provides an 
opportunity to develop improved and more realistic approaches for evaluating the potential for 
PVI when PHCs are released into the subsurface. Data from real-world sites can be used to 
identify an inclusion distance, defined in this report as the vertical separation distance from the 
contamination source beyond which the potential for PVI is insignificant. Applying the inclusion 
distance approach is potentially more efficient than current approaches for investigating PHC 
release sites and can quickly focus resources on the sites where distances less than the inclusion 
criteria or exceptional conditions indicate a greater potential for PVI. 



This report describes the activities EPA conducted to develop and support an inclusion distance 
approach:  



• Assemble an empirical database from petroleum release sites where the PVI pathway 
has been evaluated primarily via soil gas and groundwater measurements; 
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• Consolidate and independently evaluate the quality of both existing and new data; 



• Analyze the data and available case studies to determine when and under what 
conditions there is the potential for a complete PVI pathway at petroleum release 
sites; 



• Summarize published modeling studies on PHC vapor transport and intrusion as 
supporting evidence of aerobic biodegradation and PHC vapor concentration 
attenuation; and  



• Identify an approach and criteria that can be used determine when to exclude 
petroleum release sites from further PVI investigation and concern. Detailed 
protocols, such as site investigation methods, to implement this approach are beyond 
the scope of this report. 



ES.2 Methodology 



Given the importance of the contamination source type on soil vapor concentrations, the analyses 
described in this report were conducted separately for light nonaqueous phase liquid (LNAPL) 
and dissolved PHC sources. Therefore, the first step of the data analysis used LNAPL indicators 
to determine source type (LNAPL or dissolved-phase). Once source type was identified, the data 
analysis consisted of three main parts: 



• Exploratory data plots to identify trends and relationships;  



• Estimation of vapor concentration attenuation distance using the vertical distance 
method, (Lahvis et al., In prep.); and 



• Estimation of non-contaminated vertical soil thickness needed for concentration 
attenuation using the clean soil method (Davis, 2009). 



The vertical distance method plots soil vapor concentration versus distance above a 
contamination source and estimates the probability for the soil vapor concentrations to be less 
than a risk-based concentration threshold. The probabilities were calculated for two benzene 
concentration thresholds, 50 and 100 μg/m3.  



The clean soil method (Davis, 2009; 2010) is an analysis of the thickness of unimpacted clean 
soil (i.e., soil without NAPL) required for soil vapor benzene concentrations to attenuate to 
below a defined threshold, which for this study is 100 μg/m3. A clean soil thickness was not 
calculated when the vertical distance between soil gas probes was greater than 10 ft (3.0 m) 
because there is then insufficient resolution (i.e., spacing between probes) for meaningful 
estimation. 



The analysis method either replaced benzene vapor concentrations that were below the reporting 
limits with half the reporting limit, a common first approximation, or used the Kaplan-Meier 
method (Kaplan and Meier, 1958) to estimate the concentration distribution of the entire dataset, 
including non-detects.1 The analysis used risk-based soil gas vapor concentration thresholds for a 



                                                 
1 The Kaplan-Meier method is a robust, non-parametric method for considering data below reporting limits, 
particularly when there are multiple reporting limits (Helsel, 2005; 2006). 
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residential receptor scenario, continuous lifetime exposure to vapors, and a shallow soil vapor-to-
indoor air attenuation factor of 1 x 10-2. 



ES.3 Findings and Conclusions 



Critical factors affecting PVI include facility type (e.g., UST versus non-UST: fuel terminal, 
refinery, petrochemical plant), which influences the size of the release; PHC source type 
(dissolved versus LNAPL); and the vertical separation distance between the source and receptor 
(or building foundation). These factors are important metrics for site screening.  



Findings from analysis of dissolved sources in the PVI database include: 



• For the vertical distance method, approximately 97 percent of the benzene soil vapor 
concentrations are less than 100 μg/m3 and 94 percent of the concentrations are less 
than 50 μg/m3 for contamination source–building separation distances as small as 0 ft. 
For other compounds evaluated, measured soil vapor concentrations are less than the 
risk-based concentrations for distances greater than 3 ft (0.9 m).  



• For the clean soil method, the 95th percentile vertical clean soil thickness for benzene 
vapor attenuation to below 100 μg/m3 is approximately 5.4 ft (1.6 m).  



• The analysis indicates there is a low probability of exceeding risk-based 
concentrations even for small separation distances.  



Findings from analysis of LNAPL sources at UST sites in the PVI database include: 



• Approximately 95 percent of the benzene soil vapor concentrations are less than 
100 μg/m3, and 93 percent of the concentrations are less than 50 μg/m3 at a 
contamination source–building separation of approximately 15 ft (4.6 m). For other 
compounds evaluated, measured soil vapor concentrations are less than the risk-based 
concentrations beyond 11 ft (3.4 m). 



• For the clean soil method, the 95th percentile vertical clean soil thickness for benzene 
vapor attenuation is approximately 13.5 ft (4.1 m).  



Findings from analysis of LNAPL sources at fuel terminal, refinery, and petrochemical (non-
UST) sites in the PVI database include: 



• For the vertical distance method, approximately 90 percent of the benzene soil vapor 
concentrations are less than the thresholds for a contamination source–building 
separation of approximately 18 ft (5.5 m). The probability does not increase above 
90 percent beyond this distance because data are limited for larger separation 
distances. For other compounds evaluated, measured soil vapor concentrations are 
less than the risk-based concentrations beyond 12 ft (3.6 m). 



• For the clean soil method, there are insufficient data to estimate percentiles, but the 
maximum vertical clean soil thickness for benzene vapor attenuation is approximately 
20 ft (6.1m).  
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Other conclusions from this work include the following. 



• The available data indicate benzene is the risk driver for the sites evaluated, with 
exceedances of the risk-based vapor concentrations for benzene occurring at larger 
contamination source–building separation distances than observed for the other PHCs 
with EPA toxicity values.  



• There was significantly less attenuation in vapor concentrations for the aliphatic 
hydrocarbon 2,2,4-TMP compared with benzene, although data were relatively 
limited. However 2,2,4-TMP does not have a toxicity benchmark and so cannot be 
evaluated in the vertical distance or clean soil method. 



• The data analysis indicates a poor correlation between benzene concentrations in 
groundwater and deep soil vapor taken above a groundwater source. The implication 
is that a screening approach for vapor intrusion based on groundwater concentrations 
is not appropriate for PVI sites. However, groundwater concentrations can be used as 
an approximation to identify LNAPL sources.  



• The analysis of surface cover indicated: 



– For LNAPL sources at UST sites, there were lower oxygen concentrations and 
less benzene vapor attenuation below paved surfaces, but not below buildings, 
compared to bare ground cover, and  



– For fuel terminal and refinery sites, there were lower oxygen concentrations 
below buildings but not below paved surfaces. The lower oxygen levels beneath 
buildings may result from larger petroleum releases and consequent increased 
oxygen demand at such sites, compared with typical LNAPL releases at UST 
sites.  



The results are variable and not conclusive as to the effect of surface cover, but they 
suggest that there can be reduced oxygen availability below hard surfaces (pavement 
or building foundations), for the sites evaluated.  



• Because the vertical distance method evaluation includes soil vapor concentration 
data from below buildings at 39 sites, the results are considered reasonably robust 
with respect to the potential influence of surface cover (although further evaluation of 
this factor is recommended). 



The mathematical modeling studies reviewed strongly support the empirical analysis and 
inclusion distances for dissolved sources. For LNAPL sources, although the modeling generally 
supports the empirical analysis, further evaluation of factors potentially influencing oxygen 
supply and demand is warranted. Such factors include source vapor concentration, source size, 
building size, surface cover and soil layer properties, and natural soil oxygen demand.  



Inclusionary criteria or conditions not analyzed in this report include non-UST facilities, organic-
rich soils (e.g., peat), large building foundations (e.g., apartment complexes, commercial or 
industrial buildings), and significant subsurface preferential pathways (e.g., utilities, karst, 
fractured rock). Where these conditions are present at a site, a more detailed PVI assessment may 
be warranted, especially when LNAPL is present.  
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Releases of certain ethanol blends of gasoline may also warrant additional consideration for 
inclusion and PVI assessments, although further research is required to determine the 
significance of ethanol content with respect to inclusion distances. Biodegradation of ethanol 
may generate methane at a greater rate than gasoline alone, consuming oxygen that would 
otherwise be available for biodegradation of PHCs and thus increasing the potential for PVI.In 
addition, inclusion criteria may not apply at sites where there is significant methane generation 
because of the potential for safety hazards, advective soil gas transport, and reduced 
biodegradation of other PHCs (due to oxygen demand represented by methane).  High methane 
generation potential has been documented at large diesel and gasoline spills at non-UST sites.  
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1. Introduction 



This report describes an evaluation of empirical data and select modeling studies of the behavior 
of petroleum hydrocarbon (PHC) vapors in subsurface soils at petroleum release sites and how 
these vapors can affect subsurface-to–indoor air petroleum vapor intrusion (PVI). The purpose of 
this report is to support the development of a soil vapor screening methodology for PHC 
compounds that can be used for characterizing PVI at Solid Waste Disposal Act Subtitle I2 UST 
sites with petroleum fuel releases. However, PVI data from other types of petroleum release sites 
(fuel terminals, petroleum refineries) are also presented and discussed. 



1.1 Background 



In support of its general guidance development effort for the PVI exposure pathway, EPA 
compiled an empirical database of measurements of subsurface media (soil gas, soil and 
groundwater) and supporting data at PHC sites. The rationale for this focus on subsurface media 
measurements is that in the presence of oxygen, PHC vapors can rapidly biodegrade. Compared 
to chlorinated hydrocarbons, PHC vapors attenuate to much lower concentrations in soil gas 
(U.S. EPA, 2012a). Therefore, screening for PHCs using the same methodology as chlorinated 
hydrocarbons is overly conservative.  



Because bioattenuation processes are well documented and widespread (U.S. EPA, 2012a), the 
analysis of subsurface soil gas data from sites provides an opportunity for developing improved 
and more realistic screening evaluation methods for PHC compounds based on the observed 
attenuation. These data can be used to identify an inclusion distance3, defined in this report as the 
contamination source–separation distance beyond which the potential for PVI may be 
insignificant. An inclusion distance approach is potentially more efficient than current 
approaches for investigating PVI sites. It also focuses resources on sites within the inclusion 
zone that may have significant potential for PVI issues. 



Davis (2011a) compiled a large quantity of the data in the EPA PVI database. The May 2011 
version of the Davis database was used as the starting point for the EPA PVI database. A 
significant quantity of data from other sources was added to the EPA PVI database for this effort, 
including data from Maine (Eremita, 2011), Canada, and Australia (Wright 2011, 2012). 
However, for purposes of evaluation of inclusion distances, the North American data (primarily 
sites from the U.S.) and Australian data were analyzed separately, given the differences in site 
conditions in these two countries.  



Several similar complementary efforts using somewhat different datasets are in progress in the 
U.S. (Lahvis et al., In prep.; Peargin and Kolhatkar, 2011). Section 8 (below) compares these 
complementary studies and their results with those in this report.  



                                                 
2 Subtitle I of the Solid Waste Disposal Act 
3 An exclusion distance concept and compilation of a PVI database to support estimation of exclusion distances was 
first developed by Davis (2009, 2010, 2011a, and 2011b). The exclusion and inclusion distance concepts are similar, 
although each has a slightly different focus. The inclusion concept establishes criteria for identifying sites that are 
screened in for further assessment, whereas the exclusion concept establishes criteria that, when met, indicate low 
potential for PVI and thus a basis for screening sites out the PVI assessment process.  
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Several states, including New Jersey, California, and Wisconsin, are in the process of developing 
or have recently developed guidance for PHCs based on a pathway inclusion or exclusion 
distance approach. Appendix A provides a review of existing state vapor intrusion guidance 
focusing on approaches for PHCs. 



1.2 Goal and Objectives  



The goal of this report is to provide information on the behavior of PHCs with respect to 
subsurface vapor attenuation that would support establishing an assessment framework for 
evaluating potential petroleum vapor migration from subsurface to indoor air. The main intent of 
the evaluation is to determine if the vapor migration pathway is complete (or incomplete) to 
indoor air, which in this context is the potential to exceed human health-based concentration 
criteria in indoor air due to PVI.  



This report provides data and analyses in support of a key part of this framework: the evaluation 
of PHC vapor attenuation and identification and justification of inclusion distances between 
contamination and receptors that can be used to quickly assess whether the PVI pathway is likely 
to be complete. However, the scope of this report does not include development of the detailed 
protocols that will be needed to apply these inclusion distances, which are described in separate 
guidance on PVI being prepared by EPA (Wilson et al., In press). 



To develop and support the inclusion distances, the objectives of work described in this report 
were to:  



• Assemble an empirical database from petroleum release sites where the PVI pathway 
has been evaluated via primarily soil gas and groundwater measurements; 



• Consolidate and independently evaluate the quality of selected existing databases and 
newly available data; 



• Analyze the database and available case studies to determine when and under what 
conditions there is the potential for a complete PVI pathway at petroleum release 
sites; 



• Summarize published modeling studies on PHC vapor transport and intrusion as 
supporting evidence of aerobic biodegradation and vapor concentration attenuation; 
and  



• Identify an approach and criteria that can be used to screen out certain petroleum 
release sites from further PVI investigation and concern so that resources may be 
focused on sites within the inclusion zone where the PVI pathway may potentially be 
complete.  



1.3 Document Development and EPA Peer Review 



The draft document was subjected to EPA’s external peer review process from May to June 
2012. The peer review contractor independently selected five experts not affiliated with EPA. 
The experts were James B. Cowart, David J. Folkes, and Dr. Jeffrey P. Kurtz of EnviroGroup 
Ltd.; Todd McAlary of Geosyntec Consultants; and Dr. Mark A. Widdowson of Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University. The expertise of the peer review panel includes:  
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• Practical and theoretical understanding of the petroleum vapor intrusion pathway, 
including how volatile organic contaminants move and distribute in the subsurface 
(soil gas), indoor air, and outdoor air from dissolved and nonaqueous phase liquid 
sources; 



• Experience in planning and conducting site-specific vapor intrusion studies, including 
developing and refining conceptual site models of the migration and distribution of 
volatile contaminants; and 



• Expertise in collecting and statistically analyzing vapor intrusion pathway data, 
applying and calibrating models using site-specific data, and interpreting results to 
make decisions at vapor intrusion sites. 



The peer reviewers were tasked to review the draft report and provide opinion and perspective 
regarding: 



• The scientific appropriateness of the database for EPA’s purposes; 



• Whether the reported analyses are based on sound scientific principles, methods, and 
practices; and 



• Whether the reported conclusions are adequately supported by the data and analyses.  



1.4 Document Organization 



This report is organized as follows: 



• Section 2 describes the conceptual site model (CSM) for aerobic biodegradation of 
PHC vapors and select case studies where PVI has been documented. 



• Section 3 provides a summary of select modeling studies of the biodegradation of 
PHCs in the subsurface. 



• Section 4 provides a review of empirical database studies of PHC vapor attenuation. 



• Section 5 describes the EPA PVI database development, structure, and content. 



• Section 6 describes the EPA PVI database analysis approach and methods. 



• Section 7 describes the EPA PVI database analysis results. 



• Section 8 provides a discussion of the results and comparisons with other studies. 



• Section 9 provides findings and conclusions of this report. 



The key sections of this report supporting the inclusion distance approach are the empirical 
database methods and analysis in Sections 6 and 7. The CSM discussion and summary of model 
studies are intended as supporting evidence for the PVI inclusion criteria. 



2. Conceptual Site Model and Select Case Studies 



The CSM for PVI described in this section builds on the general vapor intrusion CSM described 
in U.S. EPA (2012a), with additional emphasis on the difference in PHC vapor concentrations 
for light nonaqueous phase liquid (LNAPL) and dissolved groundwater contamination sources. 
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The scope of this CSM discussion is on specific aspects relating to PHC fate and transport and 
does not address general aspects of the general vapor intrusion CSM, which are covered in other 
documents (e.g., U.S. EPA, 2012a,b,c). In addition, select case studies indicating a confirmed or 
likely complete transport pathway for PVI are described. 



2.1 Aerobic Biodegradation Processes in the Vadose Zone 



Petroleum liquids (e.g., gasoline, diesel) are moderately soluble in water and often form separate 
phase liquids commonly referred to as LNAPLs when released into the environment. When an 
LNAPL reaches the water table, it tends to accumulate and spread laterally and vertically (as the 
water table rises and falls), to form a smear zone where residual LNAPL partially occupies soil 
pore spaces across the water table. A dissolved hydrocarbon groundwater plume that extends 
beyond the LNAPL source zone is formed as PHC compounds dissolve from the LNAPL into 
groundwater or as water percolates through residual LNAPL in the unsaturated soil (vadose) 
zone. 



Volatilization of PHCs occur from both LNAPL and dissolved (groundwater) hydrocarbon 
sources. In addition to PHCs, fuel oxygenates, such as ethanol and methyl tert-butyl ether 
(MtBE), and fuel additives, such as ethylene dibromide (EDB) and 1,2-dichloroethane (DCA), 
can also be present in the vapor phase in the unsaturated zone proximate to LNAPL source 
zones. The biodegradation of PHC vapors is relatively rapid when oxygen is present; therefore, 
aerobic biodegradation can typically limit the concentration and subsurface migration of PHC 
vapors in unsaturated soils and in groundwater. Modeling studies (Abreu and Johnson, 2006; 
DeVaull, 2007a; Abreu et al., 2009) and field studies (Ririe et al., 2002; Hers et al., 2000; 
Roggemans et al., 2001; Fitzpatrick and Fitzgerald, 2002) indicate that the potential for PVI is 
greatly reduced (orders-of-magnitude concentration attenuation) when aerobic biodegradation 
processes occur in soils between the hydrocarbon source and receptor (building foundation). A 
typical vertical concentration profile in the unsaturated zone for PHCs, carbon dioxide, and 
oxygen is shown in Figure 1.  



The aerobic biodegradation processes between the hydrocarbon source and receptor may be 
conceptualized with respect to fluxes where the oxygen availability must exceed microbial 
metabolically driven oxygen demand associated with the hydrocarbon source (Lahvis et al., 
In prep.). The PHC and oxygen fluxes are primarily due to diffusion, which is influenced by soil 
moisture and porosity. PHC biodegradation rates are rapid (e.g., half-lives on the order of hours 
to days; DeVaull, 2007b, 2011; Davis et al., 2009) and much faster than the rate of hydrocarbon 
transport by diffusion within the unsaturated zone. For this reason, there are typically sharp 
reaction fronts where the PHC vapor concentrations attenuate by orders of magnitude over short 
distances (e.g., 1 to 5 ft [0.3 to 1.5 m]) and where there is a corresponding decrease in the oxygen 
concentrations, as observed in several field studies (Lahvis and Baehr, 1999; Hers et al., 2000; 
Sanders and Hers, 2006; Davis et al., 2009; Luo et al., 2009). DeVaull et al. (2007b) report that 
the lower threshold oxygen concentrations required to support aerobic biodegradation of PHC 
vapors range from 1 to 4 percent.  
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Figure 1. Typical vertical concentration profile in the unsaturated zone for PHCs, carbon 



dioxide, and oxygen (modified from U.S. EPA, 2012a). 



2.2 Factors Influencing Biodegradation of Petroleum Hydrocarbons 



Biodegradation of PHCs has been documented in publications for more than 70 years (Zobell, 
1946; Atlas, 1981; Leahy and Colwell, 1990). These papers describe biodegradation of many 
types of PHC: liquids and gases; straight, branched, and ring-structure compounds; and 
compounds with single and multiple carbon bonds. Many microbial species, including more than 
30 genera of bacteria, more than 25 genera of fungi, and several algae degrade PHCs, although 
not every microbial species degrades every chemical. PHC biodegradation has been documented 
in marine, freshwater, sediment, and soil environments and by direct metabolism and co-
metabolism (co-oxidation). Microbial degradation of petroleum produces biomass, intermediate 
products (e.g., alcohols, aldehydes, organic acids), and the ultimate mineralization products 
carbon dioxide (CO2) and water (H2O).  



In general, relatively fast acclimation times are observed, absent other limits, by population 
enrichment (fast biomass growth) and/or plasmid transfer. Acclimation times tend to be shorter 
with prior chemical exposure. Environmental conditions under which petroleum biodegradation 
has been observed range from 0° to 70°C, salinity up to 25 parts per thousand sodium chloride 
(NaCl), and pH from 6 to 10, although optimal conditions can be narrower. Aerobic 
biodegradation is the primary mechanism in the unsaturated zone, but anaerobic biodegradation 
near source zones may also occur in the presence of other strict or facilitative electron acceptors 
(e.g., nitrate, sulfate) or under fermentative or methanogenic conditions (DeVaull et al., 1997; 
Madigan et al., 2010). There have been extensive compilations of rates of aerobic degradation 
specific to vadose zone aerobic soils (e.g., Leeson and Hinchee, 1996; DeVaull et al., 1997; Hers 
et al., 2000; Ririe et al., 2002; Davis et al., 2009; DeVaull, 2011). 
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The U.S. Air Force Bioventing Initiative study of 125 sites indicated that environmental factors, 
such as soil moisture, nutrients, and pH, did not significantly influence biodegradation activity 
and respiration rates, except for one site located in the Mohave Desert (California, USA) with 
very dry soils (moisture content of 2 percent), although some biological activity did still occur 
there (Leeson and Hinchee, 1996). Biological activity is limited when the moisture content is at 
or below the permanent wilting point (Zwick et al., 1995; Holden et al., 1997), a condition 
expected to be rare in most geological and climatic environments. A literature search for soil 
moisture effects did not indicate other studies specifically addressing vadose zone attenuation of 
PHC vapors under dry conditions. However, the empirical database assembled for this study 
includes sites in relatively dry climates (e.g., Utah, Australia) that can be considered fairly direct 
indicators for the influence of soil moisture.  



Aerobic biodegradation of PHCs is a robust process that has been demonstrated under a wide 
range of environmental conditions. Important factors influencing aerobic biodegradation of PHC 
vapors include:  



• Vapor source hydrocarbon concentration, flux, and composition (including methane); 



• Minimal oxygen concentration required to support aerobic biodegradation; 



• Oxygen demand (i.e., the oxygen required to biodegrade the available hydrocarbons) 
and supply (i.e., flux balance); 



• Distance between the vapor source and the building;  



• Soil type and properties (e.g., soil porosity and moisture); and  



• Size and characteristics of the building and adjacent land surface.  



2.3 Dissolved versus LNAPL Vapor Sources 



The PHC vapor source concentration is highly dependent on whether partitioning occurs from 
compounds present as a dissolved phase in groundwater or directly from LNAPLs present above 
the capillary fringe4 (either as mobile LNAPL or trapped as residual LNAPL in the smear zone 
in soils above the water table). The vapor mass flux from LNAPLs present in the unsaturated 
zone soils will be higher than for a dissolved groundwater source. In the case of a dissolved 
source, chemicals must diffuse through water in the capillary fringe before reaching continuous 
gas-filled soil pores, and hydrocarbons may also be attenuated through biodegradation and 
sorption within the capillary fringe. The vapor mass flux for LNAPL source zones will also tend 
to be sustained for longer periods of time because of the larger contaminant mass compared with 
dissolved sources. In addition, the vapor composition will differ depending on whether the vapor 
source is LNAPL or the dissolved phase. For LNAPL sources, there will tend to be a higher 
proportion of relatively insoluble PHC compounds, including aliphatic hydrocarbons and 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), such as naphthalene. For dissolved sources, there will 
tend to be higher concentrations of the more soluble chemicals, including single-ring aromatic 
hydrocarbons, such as benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylenes (Lahvis et al., In prep.). 



                                                 
4 The capillary fringe is the tension-saturated zone in soils just above the water table. It will vary in height 
depending on soil permeability with greater heights with lower permeability soils.  
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The distribution of LNAPL sources and presence of residual LNAPL within the unsaturated soil 
zone (i.e., in release zones) compared with LNAPL at the water table can influence the 
volatilization potential. For LNAPL sources at the water table, the position of the water table 
relative to the smear zone can be important, and seasonally higher volatilization rates can occur 
when the water table is low and below a portion of the smear zone. The differences in the PHC 
vapor concentrations and fluxes for LNAPL and dissolved vapor sources are an important 
distinction for defining exclusion distances (Figure 2). A free-phase and residual-phase LNAPL 
source will tend to act the same with respect to a vapor source. A residual-phase LNAPL source 
will not yield separate-phase LNAPL to the monitoring well and therefore may look the same as 
a monitoring well that intercepts a dissolved source with limited concentration attenuation. 
Conceptually, the source type (dissolved or LNAPL) will affect the position of the aerobic 
reaction front in the unsaturated zone relative to the oxygen source. For dissolved sources, the 
reaction front will be located close to the hydrocarbon source (Roggemans et al., 2001; Golder 
Associates, 2006; Abreu et al., 2009), while for LNAPL sources, the reaction front position is 
more variable but typically is located at greater distances from the source compared with 
dissolved sources because of the greater PHC flux (Roggemans et al., 2001; Golder Associates, 
2006; Abreu et al., 2009). For dissolved vapor sources, case studies and database evaluations 
reported in the literature indicate no confirmed cases of PVI for a wide range of site conditions 
(Davis, 2009; McHugh et al., 2010).  



 
Figure 2. Conceptual model illustrating the potential for vapor intrusion for a) free-phase LNAPL 



sources, b) residual-phase LNAPL sources, and c) dissolved-phase sources. (Source: 
Lahvis et al., In prep.; used with permission) 



2.4 Anaerobic Biodegradation and Methane Generation 



Where anaerobic conditions exist, methane may be produced through the breakdown of PHC 
compounds and ethanol, if present, by microbes through the process of methanogenesis. The 
terminal electron acceptor in methanogenesis is carbon, and either carbon dioxide or acetic acid 
can act as terminal electron acceptors (Ririe and Sweeney, 1995; Wiedemeier et al., 1996). The 
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formation of the biogases methane and carbon dioxide is of potential concern with respect to 
explosion hazard and asphyxiation. Concentrations of methane above the lower explosive limit 
can present a flammability and explosion risk. Methane generation also poses potential issues for 
PVI, as discussed in Section 2.5. 



2.5 Conditions for Increased Potential for Petroleum Vapor Intrusion 



As described in U.S. EPA (2012a), site conditions that may result in increased potential for PVI 
include: 



• Direct contact between contamination (either dissolved or LNAPL) and a 
building foundation. Most documented cases of PVI are for this condition (McHugh 
et al., 2010).  



• Insufficient separation distance. For biodegradation to limit the potential for PVI, 
there needs to be a sufficiently thick layer of clean, oxygenated soil between the 
building foundation and the contamination. (Clean soil is defined as unimpacted by 
residual LNAPL.) The required thickness will depend on hydrocarbon source 
concentration and oxygen supply and demand.  



• Preferential transport pathways. If a preferential pathway, such as coarse-grained 
utility backfill, fractured rock, or karst, connects a contamination source to a building, 
the chemical transport can be faster and extend farther than transport through the 
surrounding soils. 



• Surface capping effect. Building foundations, paved surfaces, and surficial soils with 
low effective diffusivity and soil-air permeability (e.g., moist clay layers) can act as a 
surface cap to reduce oxygen transfer to the subsurface. The importance of this effect 
is not well understood, although significant diffusive oxygen transport through intact 
concrete can occur, as indicated by measured rates (typically between 1x10-6 and 
5x10-4 cm2/s) reported in the literature (Branco and de Brito, 2004; Kobayashi and 
Shuttoh, 1991; Tittarelli, 2009). Advective transport of atmospheric air to the 
subsurface also can occur through openings (e.g., cracks, drains, sumps) in the 
building foundation during periods when the building is positively pressurized. These 
mechanisms can limit the potential for low oxygen conditions beneath a building.  



• Production of methane. Methane may be produced through microbial breakdown of 
PHC compounds in anaerobic source zones. The presence of ethanol in a source zone 
may increase the methane generation rate compared with a gasoline LNAPL-only 
source zone (Nelson et al., 2010; Spalding et al., 2011; Jourabchi et al., 2012). Note 
that some sites with releases of fuel containing 10 percent ethanol (E10) are probably 
present in the EPA PVI database (see Section 5.3) and in other data compilations 
(e.g., Lahvis et al., In prep.). Evaluation of methane generation from ethanol fuel 
blends is an area of active research (Jewell and Wilson, 2011). Methane production 
can result in soil gas pressures and flow toward receptors and may deplete oxygen 
that otherwise could be used for biodegradation of the PHC vapors (Jourabchi et al., 
2012). Elevated methane therefore could increase the potential for PVI at a PHC 
release site. However, no published cases were identified where pressure build-up at a 
UST site caused soil gas advection to be an issue.  
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• High organic matter content. Oxygen that would otherwise be used to degrade PHC 
vapors may be consumed in settings with high soil organic matter content (e.g., peat 
bogs).  



• Atmospheric pressure changes. Atmospheric pressure changes could result in 
transient advective soil gas flow at sites with deep water tables and coarse-grained 
soils. However, such processes are not expected to result in longer-term conditions 
where there would be significant differences in the aerobic biodegradation profile, 
compared with a diffusion-only transport paradigm.  



2.6 Case Studies Indicating Confirmed or Likely Complete Transport Pathway for 
Petroleum Vapor Intrusion 



Confirmed occurrences of subsurface PVI to indoor air or elevated sub-slab hydrocarbon vapor 
concentrations at petroleum sites are rare in the literature5 but important for defining the 
inclusion criteria—that is, sites that warrant PVI evaluation because PVI is likely to be found.  



Eight case study sites were identified in the literature where PVI was confirmed or likely 
(Table 1). Five sites were refinery or petrochemical sites, and three were UST sites. Common 
site conditions involved the following: large fuel releases, extensive LNAPL contamination at 
the water table, and shallow depth to LNAPL contamination, although at two sites the separation 
distances between the building and LNAPL source were approximately 25 to 30 ft (7.6 to 9.1 m). 
Factors that appeared to contribute to PVI at the two sites with deeper contamination were a 
possible geological capping effect at a former refinery site (unknown location) and heavy rain 
and a sharp water table rise at a site with a very large petroleum fuel release (Hartford, Illinois). 



Table 1. Summary of Case Study Sites with Confirmed or Likely Occurrences 
of Petroleum Vapor Intrusion 



Site 



Distance 
LNAPL to 
Building 



Building 
Size 



Source Vapor 
Concentrations Facility Comments 



Perth, Australia 
(Patterson and 
Davis, 2009) 



10 ft (3.0 m) 2,700 ft2 TPH = 20 mg/L Refinery 30-ft (9.1-m) building apron 
on 3 sides of building 



Chatterton, 
Vancouver, B.C. 
(Hers et al., 2000) 



5 ft (1.5 m) 610 ft2 TPH = 40 mg/L Petro-
chemical 



PVI only when building 
depressurization was ~ 10 
Pa 



Casper, Wyoming 
(Luo et al., 2009) 



1–5 ft  
(0.3–1.5 m) 



2,300 ft2 TPH = 100 mg/L Refinery Shallow LNAPL source 



Unknown (Luo et 
al., 2010) 



25–30 ft  
(7.6–9.1 m) 



2,100 ft2 TPH ~ 60-160 mg/L Refinery Capping effect from 
geology observed 



Hartford, Illinois 
(Illinois DPH, 
2010) 



Depth to 
groundwater 
~ 23–33 ft 
(~7–10 m) 



N/A N/A (gasoline 
source) 



Refinery Very large spill, episodic 
PVI events when heavy 
rain or sharp rise in water 
table 



(continued)  



                                                 
5 There are also anecdotal accounts of PVI occurrances at buildings typically with shallow fuel sources and 
preferential pathways (e.g., sewer lines, drains) connecting the fuel source to the building. 
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Table 1. Summary of Case Study Sites with Confirmed or Likely Occurrences 
of Petroleum Vapor Intrusion (continued) 



Site 



Distance 
LNAPL to 
Building 



Building 
Size 



Source Vapor 
Concentrations Facility Comments 



Stafford, New 
Jersey (Sanders 
and Hers, 2006) 



5.25 ft 
(1.6 m) 



700 ft2 Benzene = 0.66 
mg/L; 2,2,4-TMP = 
2.1 mg/L; MtBE = 
5.9 mg/L 



UST PVI observed for MtBE, 
2,2,4-TMP and 
cyclohexane but not for 
BTEX 



Ogden, Utah, 
Mini-Mart 
(McHugh et al., 
2010) 



3.3 ft 
(1.0 m) 



N/A N/A (gasoline 
source) 



UST Large release, odors 
detected in building 



Gunnison, Utah, 
Top-Stop 
(McHugh et al., 
2010) 



Depth to 
groundwater 
~ 13–16 ft 
(~4–5 m) 



N/A N/A (gasoline 
source 



UST Sudden 20,000-gallon 
(75,708 L) release, odors 
detected in buildings up to 
500 ft (152 m) 
downgradient of source 



 
TPH = total petroleum hydrocarbons; N/A = not available 
2,2,4-TMP = 2,2,4-trimethyl pentane; MtBE = methyl tert-butyl ether; BTEX = benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and 



xylenes 



 



2.6.1 Refinery Site, Perth, Australia (Patterson and Davis, 2009) 



Monitoring at a former refinery site near Perth, Australia, with a kerosene LNAPL source 
indicated elevated (up to 20 mg/L) PHC vapor concentrations and depleted oxygen (<1 percent) 
below the interior of a building but much lower hydrocarbon and near-atmospheric oxygen 
concentrations near the edge and beside the building. The slab-on-grade building footprint area 
was 2,700 ft2 (251 m2) with a 30-ft (9.1-m)-wide concrete apron on three sides of the building 
and uncovered open ground on the other side. The building is underlain by sand with a LNAPL 
zone across the water table at approximately 10 ft (3.0 m) below ground surface (bgs). The 
effective diffusion coefficient for chemical transport through concrete measured at the site was 
relatively low compared with published data, indicating the concrete slab is not overly porous. 
The relatively low diffusivity of the concrete may have reduced oxygen transport to the 
subsurface under the building. In addition, because of the wide concrete aprons, the effective 
area of the building with respect to oxygen transport restrictions may be larger than its footprint.  



2.6.2 Chatterton Petrochemical Site, Vancouver, B.C., Site (Hers et al., 2000; Hers et al., 
2002) 



At the former Chatterton petrochemical site near Vancouver, B.C., a greenhouse was constructed 
above a residual LNAPL source comprising benzene, toluene, and xylene. Monitoring indicated 
depletion of oxygen (<1 percent) and a complete PVI pathway when the building was continually 
depressurized (to approximately 10 Pa), but only partial oxygen depletion and no complete 
pathway under natural (near-neutral) pressure conditions. The slab-on-grade building footprint 
was 610 ft2 (57 m2), the building was underlain by sand, and the depth to the LNAPL smear zone 
was 5 ft (1.5 m) below the building foundation slab. 
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2.6.3 Refinery Site, Casper, Wyoming (Luo et al., 2009) 



Monitoring at a site in Casper, Wyoming, indicated a complete PVI pathway at a refinery site 
with a light distillate (gasoline-range) LNAPL source. LNAPL contamination was present in the 
unsaturated zone at depths between about 1 and 5 ft (0.3 and 1.5 m) below a small warehouse-
type building with a slab-on-grade foundation. Monitoring of sub-slab soil gas indicated oxygen 
was depleted (<1 percent) below the interior regions of the building (except near the saw-cut 
expansion joints during times of positive building pressures) but not below the edges of the 
building. 



2.6.4 Former Refinery Site (confidential location) (Luo et al., 2010) 



Monitoring at a former refinery site with a building overlying a light distillate (gasoline-range) 
LNAPL source indicated relatively uniform and elevated (60 to 160 mg/L) PHC vapor 
concentrations and depleted oxygen beneath and around the building foundation. The building 
footprint area is 2,100 ft2 (195 m2) with a basement depth of 5 ft (1.5 m) bgs. The ground surface 
is predominantly grass covered, except on one side of the building where there is an 
asphalt/concrete parking lot. Soils with LNAPLs were first encountered at about 30 to 35 ft 
(9.1 to 10.7 m) bgs; therefore, the separation distance between the building foundation and 
contamination (LNAPL) is approximately 25 to 30 ft (7.6 to 9.1 m). Detailed soil respiration and 
soil-air permeability test results suggest two possible reasons for the observed behavior and 
elevated shallow PHC concentrations: 1) significant background oxygen uptake in surface soils 
or 2) physically limited oxygen transport from the atmosphere. Soil oxygen uptake rates in 
shallow soil ranged from 2 to 25 mg-oxygen/kg-soil/day. There were silt and clay layers between 
2 to 5 ft (0.7 to 1.5 m) and 7 to 8 ft (2.1 to 2.4 m) bgs, both with soil-air permeabilities of less 
than 1 × 10-14 m2. The results from Luo et al. (2010) suggest both of these reasons are plausible 
for the observed soil vapor behavior. 



2.6.5 Refinery Site, Hartford, Illinois (Illinois Department of Public Health, 2010) 



Soil gas monitoring at a Hartford, Illinois refinery site with a very large petroleum fuel spill 
(several million gallons) indicated episodic PVI into buildings when there were heavy rains and a 
sharp rise in the water table. (Note that there are sites where the opposite effect is observed: soil 
vapor concentrations rise when the water table falls below LNAPL source zones.) The vadose 
zone soils consisted of coarse sand overlain by fine sediments, and the depth to groundwater 
ranged from 23 to 33 ft (7 to 10 m) bgs. 



2.6.6 UST Site, Stafford, New Jersey (Sanders and Hers, 2006) 



Monitoring of a house with a basement above a residual gasoline LNAPL source at a site with 
sandy soils indicated PVI of methyl tert-butyl ether (MtBE), 2,2,4-trimethylpentane 
(2,2,4-TMP), and cyclohexane but not benzene, toluene, and xylene compounds. The depth to 
the LNAPL source was 10.75 ft (3.27 m), which was 5.25 ft (1.60 m) below the basement 
foundation. The source soil vapor concentrations of benzene, 2,2,4-TMP, and MtBE were 
0.66 mg/L, 2.1 mg/L, and 5.9 mg/L, respectively. It was inferred that, compared with benzene, 
MtBE attenuated to a lesser degree because of its lower degradation rate. Also, 2,2,4-TMP 
attenuated to a lesser degree than benzene because of its lower solubility (biodegradation occurs 
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in the water phase). No PVI was detected at a nearby slab-at-grade building above residual 
LNAPL or other buildings above a dissolved groundwater source. 



2.6.7 UST Site, Ogden, Utah, Mini-Mart Release (McHugh et al., 2010) 



A large release at a UST site in Ogden, Utah resulted in free product gasoline floating on shallow 
groundwater less than 3.3 ft (1 m) below the bottom of the slab. Petroleum odors reported in a 
building were mitigated by installing a positive pressure HVAC system. 



2.6.8 UST Site, Gunnison, Utah, Top Stop Release (McHugh et al., 2010) 



A large, sudden gasoline release (20,000 gallons [75,700 L]) occurred at a UST site in Gunnison, 
Utah. The vadose zone soils consisted of silty sand and gravel overlain by sandy silt, and the 
depth to groundwater was 13 to 16 ft (4 to 5 m) bgs. The soil headspace photoionization detector 
(PID) readings in the LNAPL source zone were in the range of 100’s to 1,000’s ppmv (parts per 
million by volume). In the first several months after the release occurred, people complained of 
gasoline odors, and elevated PID readings were reported in several buildings up to 1,640 ft 
(500 m) from the release site in the direction of groundwater flow. 



3. Summary of Modeling Studies 



Numerous modeling studies of aerobic biodegradation have been conducted to evaluate 
biodegradation processes, identify factors influencing biodegradation, compare modeled to 
measured hydrocarbon vapor attenuation, and estimate first-order biodegradation rates (e.g., Jury 
et al., 1983; Lahvis and Baehr, 1999; Hers et al., 2000; Ririe et al., 2002; Grathwohl and Maier, 
2002; Robinson and Tursczynowisz, 2005; Abreu and Johnson, 2005; Abreu and Johnson, 2006; 
DeVaull, 2007b; Abreu et al., 2009; Davis et al., 2009; DeVaull, 2011; Hers et al., In prep.; 
U.S. EPA, 2012c). Modeling studies using representative first-order biodegradation rates indicate 
that aerobic biodegradation is a rapid and, in some cases, essentially instantaneous process and 
that attenuation of petroleum hydrocarbon vapor concentrations occurs over relatively short 
distances (a few feet), consistent with the observed field data (e.g., Hers et al., 2000; Davis et al., 
2009). An important input to modeling studies is the first-order biodegradation rate; a 
comprehensive compilation of such rates is provided in DeVaull (2011). 



The biodegradation of aliphatic hydrocarbon compounds is less well studied, but available data 
suggest bioattenuation distances may be greater for aliphatic hydrocarbons than for aromatic 
hydrocarbon compounds. For example, greater concentration attenuation between deep and 
shallow soil vapor was observed for benzene (and aromatics in general) than for 2,2,4-TMP (and 
aliphatics in general). Examples from two sites illustrate this behavior: 



• At the Stafford site (discussed previously in Section 2.6.6), the ratio between deep 
and shallow soil vapor concentrations was 220 times lower for benzene than for 
2,2,4-TMP (Sanders and Hers, 2006); and  



• At a site in North Battleford, Saskatchewan, this ratio was 40 times lower for benzene 
than for 2,2,4-TMP (Hers et al., In prep.).  
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The modeling studies reviewed below were selected to provide insight on the vertical and lateral 
attenuation of PHC vapors and, where possible, the influence of factors such as source vapor 
concentrations and layered soil deposits on PHC vapor migration and attenuation. By examining 
model results that predict distances over which PHC vapor concentration attenuation occurs for 
varying site conditions, this review offers evidence that can help inform the development of 
inclusion distances for sites where PVI is being assessed. 



3.1 Abreu Three-Dimensional Model Simulations 



Abreu and Johnson (2005) present the theoretical basis for a three-dimensional model for 
predicting soil vapor-to-indoor air attenuation factors incorporating subsurface processes of 
diffusion, gas-phase advection through building depressurization, oxygen-limited first-order 
biodecay, and uniform mixing of vapors entering a building. Three-dimensional modeling 
scenarios of interest are summarized below. 



3.1.1 Three-Dimensional Model Simulations—Below-Building Contamination Source and 
Homogeneous Soil Conditions 



Abreu et al. (2009) presents model simulation results for oxygen-limited aerobic biodegradation 
for a scenario where the building parameters assumed were representative of a residential house 
above a homogeneous sand unsaturated zone. The hydrocarbon modeled was assumed to have 
the same fate and transport properties as benzene. Oxygen-limited decay was simulated in the 
aerobic portion of the unsaturated zone (i.e., when oxygen concentrations exceeded 1 percent). A 
first-order biodegradation rate of 0.79 h-1 was assumed for the hydrocarbon, which is consistent 
with published rates for benzene (e.g., DeVaull, 2011).  



Potentially conservative attributes of the Abreu et al. (2009) model simulations include the 
following:  



• oxygen transport occurs only through cracks in the foundation and not through intact 
concrete;  



• the building is continuously depressurized; thus, for cases where pressure cycling is a 
relevant condition, no atmospheric air moves downward into the soil at times when 
the building is pressurized; and  



• there is no oxygen recharge through pressure effects caused by wind and/or 
atmospheric pressure changes.  



Spatially variable soil properties (e.g., moisture, porosity, permeability) were not considered, a 
potentially non-conservative modeling assumption. Conceptually, there are scenarios where 
layered systems consisting of a fine-grained, wet surface soil layer underlain by a coarser-
grained, drier soil layer could increase the potential for oxygen limitations below buildings.  



The Abreu et al. (2009) model results are summarized in Figure 3. For context, the EPA PVI 
database indicates representative total hydrocarbon vapor concentrations (excluding methane) 
between 100 and 200 mg/L above gasoline LNAPL distributed above the capillary fringe, and 
the approximate lower end of this range likely indicates weathered gasoline sources. The total 
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hydrocarbon vapor concentration range simulated by Abreu et al. (2009) is representative of a 
gasoline source but, because of the additional oxygen demand represented by the oxidation of 
methane, less representative of a source that also includes elevated methane concentrations. The 
empirical analysis indicates methane concentrations at most sites with methane data were low 
(Section 7.1.3). For a dissolved vapor source, the database indicates that the maximum total 
petroleum hydrocarbon (TPH) vapor concentration measured in vapor was 10 mg/L, with more 
than 99 percent of the data indicating TPH vapor concentrations less than 1 mg/L.  



  



 
Figure 3. Vapor intrusion attenuation factors predicted by Abreu and Johnson (2005) three-



dimensional model for a range of source total hydrocarbon (benzene) vapor 
concentrations and separation distances for a residential house scenario (adapted 
from Abreu et al., 2009). 



The model-predicted vapor attenuation factors presented in Figure 3 are highly sensitive to 
source hydrocarbon concentrations above 10 mg/L. Below 10 mg/L, the attenuation factors are 
relatively constant for a given separation distance. For a source vapor hydrocarbon concentration 
representative of weathered gasoline (100 mg/L), the model predictions in Figure 4 for source-
building distances of 3.3 ft (1 m) and 16.4 ft (5 m) predict oxygen concentrations less than 
1 percent below the building. It is not until the source-building distance is increased to 23 ft 
(7 m), shown in the lower panel of Figure 4, that an aerobic reaction front and corresponding 
orders-of-magnitude reduction in hydrocarbon vapor concentrations below the building is 
observed. As previously discussed, a potentially conservative aspect of the model predictions in 
Figure 4 is that they assume no oxygen transport through the building foundation.  
 



1.E-10



1.E-09



1.E-08



1.E-07



1.E-06



1.E-05



1.E-04



1.E-03



1.E-02



0.1 1 10 100 1000



At
te



nu
at



io
n 



Fa
ct



or



Source Vapor Concentration (mg/L)
(biodegradation rate = 0.79 h-1)



L = 1 m L = 2 m L = 3 m



L = 5 m L = 10 m No Biodeg, L= 1 m



No Biodeg, L= 10 m



L = 1 m



L = 2 m



L = 3 m



L = 5 m
L = 10 m



Dissolved phase NAPL











 



 
15 



 
Figure 4. Effect of source depth on soil gas distribution and vapor intrusion attenuation factors 



predicted by Abreu and Johnson (2005) three-dimensional model for a source total 
hydrocarbon (benzene) vapor concentration of 100 mg/L, biodegradation rate of 
0.79 h-1, and three source depths: 3 m (top), 7 m (middle), and 9 m (bottom) bgs. 
Hydrocarbon and oxygen concentrations are normalized by source and atmospheric 
concentrations, and the building is a residential house (from Abreu et al., 2009). 



Abreu et al. (2009) also present a chart that provides representative attenuation factors (α) that 
apply to all source hydrocarbon vapor concentrations below 10 mg/L and for a range of 
biodegradation rates and source depths beneath the foundation (Figure 5). The attenuation 
factors are much lower when the aerobic biodegradation process is included compared to the 
non-biodegradation case. For example, there is an approximate three order-of-magnitude 
reduction in the attenuation factor for a source-foundation separation distance of 5 ft (1.5 m) and 
first-order biodegradation rate of 0.79 h-1. 
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Figure 5. Vapor intrusion attenuation factors predicted by Abreu and Johnson (2005) three-



dimensional model as a function of separation distance below foundation and first-
order biodegradation rate for a residential house scenario and 10 mg/L vapor source 
concentration (from Abreu et al., 2009).  



3.1.2 Three-Dimensional Model Simulations—Lateral Migration Scenario and 
Homogeneous Soil Conditions 



U.S. EPA (2012c) presents a modeling study of conceptual model scenarios for the vapor 
intrusion pathway where the Abreu and Johnson (2005) model was used for a range of 
simulation scenarios, including oxygen-limited aerobic biodegradation of PHC compound vapors 
(using benzene as a surrogate for TPH). The building assumptions in U.S. EPA (2012c) are 
similar to those described in Abreu et al. (2009). One of the scenarios evaluated was the 
influence of PHC source and building lateral separation distance on the predicted vapor 
attenuation factor (Figure 6). The simulations were conducted for a TPH vapor concentration of 
200 mg/L, a 2-m (6.6 ft) deep basement, two contamination source depths (3 m and 8 m [9.8 ft 
and 26 ft] bgs), and a range of first-order biodegradation rates (0.018, 0.18, and 1.8 h-1). The 
different biodegradation rates compared to the earlier Abreu study reflect the progression in 
studies of rates over time. The different rates do not materially change the findings described 
herein. The predicted vapor attenuation factors decrease rapidly as the lateral distance increases. 
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For example, the vapor attenuation factor for a shallow LNAPL source that is offset 
approximately 15 ft (4.6 m) from the edge of the building is 1 × 10-6 for a biodegradation rate of 
0.018 h-1 and less than 1 × 10-10 for a biodegradation rate of 0.18 h-1. The vapor attenuation factor 
for a shallow below-building LNAPL source and the same biodegradation rate is approximately 
1 × 10-3. A key point is that there is greater attenuation and hence, lower vapor attenuation 
factors, for lateral building–contamination source separation scenarios compared with vertical 
ones.  



 
Figure 6. Relationship between source-building lateral separation distance and normalized 



indoor air concentration (α) for a NAPL source, two source depths, and three 
biodegradation rates (λ). The source-building lateral separation is measured from the 
edge of the source zone to the center of the building with a basement; negative values 
and values of less than 5 m indicate that the source is to some extent beneath the 
building. The source vapor concentration is 200 mg/L. (Source: Figure 33 in U.S. EPA 
[2012c]) 
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3.1.3 Three-Dimensional Model Simulations—Surface Capping Scenario 



U.S. EPA (2012c) also provided aerobic biodegradation modeling simulations showing the 
influence of variable soil moisture and layered soil deposits on subsurface hydrocarbon 
concentrations and vapor intrusion. The simulations included various multilayer configurations 
involving up to three 1-m (3.3-ft)-thick soil layers with higher moisture content (60 percent 
saturation) and lower permeability within a general soil profile with a lower moisture content 
(20 percent saturation) and higher permeability (Figures 7 and 8). The hydrocarbon source for 
these simulations was located at 8 m (26 ft) below ground surface, beneath a house with a 2-m 
(6.6-ft)-deep basement and both positive (5 Pa) and negative (−5 Pa) building pressurizations.  



For a relatively high source hydrocarbon vapor concentration (200 mg/L), low permeability 
(high moisture) layers beneath the building tend to limit the diffusion of hydrocarbon vapors 
from the source, while a low permeability layer at the surface (i.e., a surface cap) limits oxygen 
diffusion and biodegradation in the subsurface. The individual and combined effects of low 
permeability surface and subsurface layers on source-to-building attenuation factors can be seen 
in Figure 7, which shows the effects of four configurations of such layers (rows A-D) on an 
under pressurized (left panels) and over pressurized (right panels) residence. Figure 8 shows that 
the attenuation factor predicted for a surface capping scenario with a 200 mg/L source was an 
order of magnitude greater than the homogeneous (one-layer) soil scenario (Table 2).  



For the lower source vapor concentration (2 mg/L) shown in Figure 8 and Table 2, the vapor 
attenuation factor for the two-layer scenario was 7.1 × 10-15. Although a single-layer simulation 
was not performed for the lower source strength, this two-layer scenario attenuation factor is 
very low and indicates essentially complete biodegradation, with the cap having little or no effect 
on oxygen levels or hydrocarbon vapor bioattenuation below the building. 



It is acknowledged that available modeling addresses a limited number of capping scenarios, and 
additional work in this area would be valuable. The capping scenario inputs are considered 
reasonably representative. For clay soils, saturations could be greater than 60 percent over short 
time periods (i.e., weeks), but the fine-grained layer modeled is relatively thick (1 m).  
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Figure 7. Effects of various layered soil scenarios (rows A–D) on hydrocarbon and oxygen distribution in soil gas and normalized 



indoor air concentration (α) for an under pressurized basement (-5 Pa, left panels) and an overpressure basement (+5 Pa, 
right panels). Hydrocarbon and oxygen concentration contour lines are normalized by source and atmospheric 
concentrations, respectively. The source vapor concentration is 200 mg/L located 8 m bgs. Biodegradation rate (λ) = 0.18 h-1. 
(Source: Figure 37 in U.S. EPA [2012c])  
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Figure 8. Effect of source vapor concentration on hydrocarbon and oxygen distribution in soil 
gas and normalized indoor air concentration (α) for scenarios with low permeability 
soils at the ground surface (e.g., soil layer scenario on row D of Figure 7). 
Hydrocarbon and oxygen concentration contour lines are normalized by source and 
atmospheric concentrations, respectively. Source located at 8 m bgs (basement 
scenario). Biodegradation rate (λ) = 0.18 h-1. (Source: Figure 38 in U.S. EPA [2012c]) 



Table 2. Select Three-Dimensional Abreu and Johnson (2005) Model 
Simulation Results from U.S. EPA (2012c) 



Source 
Hydrocarbon 



Vapor 
Concentration 



(mg/L) 



Building 
pressurization 



(Pa) 



Vapor Intrusion Attenuation Factor 



Single Soil Layer  
(no surface cap) 



Two Soil 
Layers  



(surface cap) 
Five Soil Layers  
(no surface cap) 



Six Soil Layers  
(surface cap) 



200 5 9.8 × 10-21 4.9 × 10-11 4.0 × 10-24 2.1 × 10-15 



200 −5 6.7 × 10-5 6.8 × 10-4 8.1 × 10-13 5.0 × 10-7 



2 −5 N/A 7.1 × 10-15 N/A N/A 



Notes: Residential house with 2-m (6.6-ft)-deep basement, depth to hydrocarbon vapor source = 8 m (25.3 ft), first-
order biodegradation constant equal to 0.18 h-1. Lower attenuation factors indicate higher attenuation. N/A = not 
available 
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3.1.4 Comparison of Modeled to Measured Soil Vapor Concentration Data 



The three-dimensional model predictions of vertical profiles of hydrocarbon vapor and oxygen 
concentrations showed good agreement between measured and modeled data for three sites 
evaluated by Abreu and Johnson (2006). The estimated first-order biodegradation rate for these 
studies ranged between 0.18 and 0.4 h-1. The three-dimensional model was also applied to 
compare measured and modeled hydrocarbon vapor concentrations for the former refinery site 
(confidential location), described in Section 2 of this report (Luo et al., 2010). A good 
comparison was obtained when the model incorporated site-specific conditions (a surface soil 
layer of low diffusivity and low soil-air permeability), but when generic (homogeneous) soil 
conditions were assumed, the model was not conservative and underpredicted the measured 
concentrations by a factor of approximately 100. The first-order rate incorporated in the Luo 
et al. (2010) model simulations was 0.18 h-1. 



3.2 DeVaull (2007b) Study (BioVapor Model Development) 



DeVaull (2007b) presents the theory and one-dimensional model simulation results for a 
subsurface soil vapor-to-indoor air chemical PVI model that includes oxygen-limited 
biodegradation. (The model described is the basis for the BioVapor model [American Petroleum 
Institute (API), 2012].) The processes simulated by the algebraic model are one-dimensional 
upward diffusion and aerobic biodegradation of chemicals in a homogeneous subsurface soil 
layer and mixing of vapors within a building enclosure. The soil is divided into a shallow aerobic 
layer where first-order decay is assumed to occur and a deeper anaerobic layer in which 
biodegradation does not occur because of oxygen limitations. The boundary between the aerobic 
and anaerobic zones is determined iteratively to match oxygen demand to supply.  



The model results indicate that vapor intrusion of PHCs can be orders of magnitude less than 
indicated by estimates that neglect biodegradation. A model sensitivity analysis using specified 
ranges of scenario parameters showed a high degree of sensitivity to oxygen availability, soil 
properties, and biodegradation rates. The attenuation factor varied by more than nine orders of 
magnitude about a specified attenuation factor of 1 × 10-8; however, the corresponding variation 
in contamination source-to-foundation separation distance was within only a factor of 
approximately three (the attenuation factors for the non-biodegradation scenario ranged from 
approximately 1 x 10-3 to 1 x 10-5). DeVaull (2007b) concludes that identifying a distance where 
PVI is unlikely to occur is a more robust screening tool than an attenuation factor for PHC 
compounds.  



Favorable comparison of the one-dimensional model to the three-dimensional results of Abreu 
and Johnson (2005) is shown in DeVaull (2007b). With matched model parameters, the models 
show similar estimates of indoor air–to–subsurface source vapor concentrations and similar 
sensitivities of both attenuation factor and exclusion distance to changes in model parameters.  



3.3 DeVaull (2010) Study of BioVapor Application  



DeVaull (2010) presents BioVapor model simulations in which the sensitivity of the model 
predictions was evaluated for a scenario characterized by a building with a basement separated 
by a distance of 5 ft (1.5 m) from a dissolved hydrocarbon vapor source (Figure 9). The model 
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simulations were designed, in part, to provide insight on the applicability of the dissolved-source 
exclusion distance of 5 ft (1.5 m) proposed by Davis et al. (2009). The source groundwater 
concentrations were 1 mg/L benzene and 3 mg/L for each of toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylenes, 
for a total benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylenes (BTEX) source concentration of 10 mg/L. 
The source vapor concentrations were estimated from the Henry’s Law constant and a 
groundwater to deep soil vapor attenuation factor of 0.1, resulting in source benzene and BTEX 
vapor concentrations of 12 mg/m3 and 120 mg/m3, respectively.  



 



 
Figure 9. Estimates of indoor air benzene concentrations using Biovapor model for varied 



effective airflow through the basement foundation. Foundation effective airflow 
statistics: 5th percentile = 0.3 L/min, 50th percentile = 3 L/min, 95th percentile = 
30 L/min. Key model parameters: Vapor mixing height = 2.44 m; indoor air exchange 
rate = 0.25 h-1; building footprint area = 100 m2 (1,076 ft2) (from DeVaull, 2010).  



A key input parameter for the BioVapor model simulations was the oxygen mass transfer from 
the atmosphere through the soil beneath the building (DeVaull, 2010). A range of oxygen mass 
transfer rates were estimated from 13 studies where the soil gas advection rate and/or diffusive 
oxygen mass transfer rate were measured for small buildings. For the purposes of Figure 9, the 
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oxygen mass transfer rate was converted to an effective foundation airflow rate by considering 
the density and oxygen content of air. The effective foundation airflow rate is conceptually easier 
to understand than the oxygen mass transfer rate because of the common usage of the soil gas 
advection rate (Qsoil) parameter in modeling studies. The model predicts low indoor air benzene 
concentrations (less than 1 μg/m3) for the range of effective foundation airflow rates considered. 
It is also instructive to note that the model results for recalcitrant non-degrading chemicals show 
an opposite trend:  the indoor air VOC concentration increases as the effective foundation 
airflow rate increases.  



3.4 Summary of Modeling Studies 



Modeling study results, particularly for LNAPL sources, cannot be easily and precisely 
correlated to distances (or inclusion distances) beyond which PVI is unlikely to occur. This is, in 
part, because of the sensitivity of the model predictions to key site-specific variables such as 
source vapor concentration, separation distance, biodegradation rates, and oxygen diffusion 
through building foundations.  



For LNAPL vapor sources, the Abreu et al. (2009) three-dimensional model simulations for a 
residential house scenario and homogeneous soil conditions predict that a vertical separation 
distance of 23 ft (7.0 m) or more is required for aerobic reaction front development within the 
unsaturated zone. The modeling results for smaller separation distances and an LNAPL source 
indicate the attenuation factor calculated by the model is sensitive to a surface capping effect.  



For dissolved vapor sources, the model simulations indicate very low attenuation factors and 
negligible potential for a complete PVI pathway, including a modeling scenario where a surface 
capping effect was simulated. The model simulations strongly support the inclusion distances for 
dissolved sites subsequently described in this report.  



The modeling results indicate further evaluation of factors potentially influencing oxygen supply 
and demand is warranted for the LNAPL source scenario. These factors include source vapor 
concentration strength, building size, surface foundation and soil layer properties, and natural 
soil oxygen demand. 



4. Review of Empirical Database Studies of Petroleum Hydrocarbon 
Vapor Attenuation  



Three published studies that analyze empirical data on PHC vapor attenuation are summarized 
below. 



Davis (2009) obtained soil gas data from 53 geographical locations in the United States and 
Canada and from an analysis of 259 benzene and 210 TPH samples. For dissolved-phase sources, 
the analysis indicates 5 ft (1.5 m) is sufficient to significantly attenuate benzene and TPH vapors. 
Dissolved-phase sites were defined as sites where benzene concentrations in groundwater were 
less than 1,000 μg/L. Analysis of a dataset that includes LNAPL sources of all types (e.g., USTs, 
refineries, fuel terminals), indicates that a separation distance of 30 ft (9.1 m) is required for 
benzene vapor attenuation. The data obtained by Davis (2009) are incorporated into the database 
and further analysis of these data is described in this report.  
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Peargin and Kolhatkar (2011) evaluated 218 pairs of benzene soil vapor and groundwater 
concentration data from 25 sites. A rigorous quality assurance/quality control (QA/QC) program 
was followed for data collection, including installation of properly sealed permanent probes and 
leak tracer tests. Data were categorized in bins based on 10-2 to 10-6 excess cancer risk and 
assuming a soil vapor–to–indoor air attenuation factor of 0.01 (U.S. EPA, 2002). No benzene 
soil vapor concentrations exceeding 300 μg/m3 (air concentration for 10-5 cancer risk multiplied 
by 0.01) were observed at vertical separation distances greater than 15 ft (4.6 m). Benzene soil 
vapor concentrations exceeding 300 μg/m3 were only observed above groundwater sources 
where benzene concentrations exceeded 1,000 μg/L. The authors concluded that the data support 
a CSM where benzene vapor transport at concentrations exceeding target screening values can 
only occur where groundwater source benzene concentrations are high, defined for the current 
study as greater than 1,000 μg/L. Some of the data analyzed by Peargin and Kolhatkar (2011) 
that were provided to Davis (2009) are incorporated in the current EPA PVI database. The 
remaining Peargin and Kolhatkar (2011) data were not readily accessible during the data analysis 
performed for this report.  



Wright (2011) presents data from 124 sites in Australia. There are 1,080 pairs of benzene soil 
vapor and groundwater concentration data; 41 percent of the data were obtained at sites with 
fractured rock aquifer systems and 12 percent represent data obtained below building 
foundations (i.e., sub-slab). After removing the data from fractured rock sites and from sites or 
sets of probes that did not have clean soil between the source and the soil gas sampling port, the 
analysis resulted in vertical exclusion distances of 5 to 10 ft (1.5 to 3.0 m) for relatively low-
strength dissolved-phase sources (benzene < 1 mg/L and TPH < 10 mg/L) and ~30 ft (~10 m) for 
LNAPL and poorly characterized dissolved-phase sources (including sites with large building 
slabs). The lower threshold benzene and TPH soil vapor concentration for estimating the 
exclusion distances was based on 5 percent of the lowest Australian health screening levels 
(Friebel and Nadebaum, 2011).6  



The Australian data analyzed by Wright (2011) were incorporated into the EPA PVI database but 
in this report were analyzed separately from the North American sites; Lahvis et al. (In prep.) has 
analyzed the two datasets together. The analysis of the Australian database presented in 
Appendix C suggests that the conclusions of the empirical analysis would not change if the 
Australian data were included, although site conditions differ between the United States and 
Australia. 



5. EPA PVI Database Development, Structure, and Content 



The database compiled by Davis (2009, 2011a) was the starting point for the EPA PVI database. 
The Davis database contained data on PHC vapor behavior from over 50 sites and included 
information on groundwater and soil vapor chemistry, soil properties, and other site data. The 
May 2011 version of the Davis database was imported and used in this analysis.  



                                                 
6 The soil vapor concentrations corresponding to 5 percent of the Australian Health screening levels are as follows: 
benzene = 50 µg/m3, toluene = 65,000 µg/m3, ethylbenzene = 16,500 µg/m3, xylenes = 11,000 µg/m3, and TPH(6–
16) = 15,500 µg/m3.  
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5.1 EPA PVI Database Development and Checking 



The Davis database was imported into Microsoft Access and then exported into a working 
Microsoft Excel spreadsheet to enable data checking, addition, and analysis. The original Davis 
database was expanded by adding new data fields to describe the data types needed to meet the 
objectives of this report. The data in the spreadsheet were checked against the original data when 
reports, journal articles, and other references were available, and all available references are 
included as electronic files linked to the EPA PVI database. As additional sets of data were 
imported into the database, each was examined and corrected for internal consistency.  



Once the checks and additions were complete, the Excel spreadsheets were re-imported into the 
Access database and checked for consistency and accuracy of import using queries and manual 
checks. The EPA PVI database is available in Microsoft Access format as a companion to this 
report, along with Microsoft Excel spreadsheet outputs of the basic data used in the data analysis. 
Abridged summaries of these data are provided in Appendix B. 



5.1.1 Quality Control and Data Quality Ranking 



For the two-part data verification process, data were screened to establish minimal acceptable 
data quality for inclusion in the database and use in the analysis, and data quality indicators were 
developed to ensure the included data are of known, acceptable, and documented quality. Data 
that were determined to be of unacceptable quality were either not added to the final dataset or 
flagged to facilitate their separation during data analysis. This effort focused on identifying data 
of questionable quality for use in the subsequent analysis. Data that were considered 
questionable included: 



• Analytical data obtained by unacceptable methods, or data with no reported 
methodology or evidence of QA/QC processes; 



• Soil gas data from fractured rock systems (because of the potential for preferential 
soil gas flow); 



• Data where the benzene concentrations in groundwater were below the detection level 
(i.e., no contamination source exists); and  



• Data where lateral spacing between a groundwater monitoring well and a soil gas 
probe (for paired data) was greater than about 30 ft (9 m). (Note that this information 
was not available for all data).  



Hydrocarbon analytical methods considered acceptable for individual air-phase compounds 
included EPA Method TO-15, EPA Method TO-3, and Modified EPA 8260; for TPH, the 
Massachusetts Air Phase Hydrocarbons method or the equivalent was preferred. For fixed gases 
(oxygen, carbon dioxide, methane), the following analytical methods were considered 
acceptable: ASTM D1946 and EPA Method 3C. Note that data quality checks were not repeated 
for all the data imported from the Davis database because they had been previously checked 
(e.g., Davis 2009), but some spot checks were made as the EPA PVI database was assembled.  
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For the Australian data, analytical methods were generally consistent and equivalent for benzene, 
but the methods used for TPH and fixed gases (field or laboratory) were not specified or 
available in time for inclusion in this report. As a result, the Australian fixed gas and TPH data 
were not evaluated or used in the conclusions of this report (but they are included in the EPA 
PVI database). Also, the Australian data for fractured settings were included in the database but 
were flagged and not used in the analysis. The U.S. and Canadian data do not include fractured 
rock settings.  



As part of initial data screening, consideration was given to whether to screen out data for which 
there were no probe leak tracer test results. Given that a significant proportion of the data were 
from older studies where leak tracer tests were either not conducted or not reported, the decision 
was made not to adopt this criterion for data screening. However, it is noted that much of the 
recent data include leak tracer tests or tests for consistent fixed gas data. 



For the second part of the data verification process, each site’s data quality was considered to 
decide whether to use the data in the analysis. Sites were ranked according to several criteria: 



• Availability of information to evaluate key data quality indicators such as leak 
checks, probe purging, analytical method, or sampling probe installation; 



• Adequacy of CSM development for locating and sampling soil gas probes; 



• Use of appropriate soil gas sampling protocols (i.e., leak checks, purging, permanent 
probes); 



• Appropriateness of analytical methods; 



• Consistency of fixed gas and volatile organic compound (VOC) soil gas results; 



• Publication in a journal, EPA report, or other peer-reviewed source, and 



• Oversight by a federal, state, or local UST regulatory program. 



Each site was scored considering these factors on CSM robustness using a three-point ranking 
(3 highest, 1 lowest) and data quality using a five-point ranking (5 highest, 1 lowest). CSM 
robustness rankings were defined as follows: 



• CSM-3: Well-developed CSM, appropriately located soil gas probes, vertical soil gas 
profiles, well-characterized contamination source (LNAPL and dissolved), and 
available ancillary data (e.g., soil properties); 



• CSM-2: Less well-developed CSM with well-located probes but more limited soil 
gas locations (e.g., single location) and a reasonably well-characterized contamination 
source; and 



• CSM-1: Limited data to develop CSM and evaluate appropriateness of soil gas probe 
locations and results, generally a single soil gas location, limited or no CSM-related 
information, and/or inadequate data to perform clean soil thickness analyses. 



Data quality (DQ) rankings were defined as follows: 



• DQ-5: Very high-quality data with fully documented QA/QC, permanent probes, leak 
tracer and/or pneumatic testing, and fixed gas data consistent with hydrocarbon vapor 
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concentrations. In some cases, a site’s data were given a DQ-5 ranking when not all 
of these aspects were met but there was a well-developed CSM and the research was 
peer reviewed; 



• DQ-4: High-quality data, with mostly documented QA/QC, generally permanent 
probes and leak tracer testing, and fixed gas data that were consistent with 
hydrocarbon vapor concentrations; 



• DQ-3: Moderate-quality data, with some QA/QC documentation and fixed gas data 
that may be limited in quantity or inconsistent with hydrocarbon vapor concentration 
data; 



• DQ-2: Low-to-moderate quality data, with limited QA/QC documentation (but 
typically still collected under state program oversight), limited data documentation, 
and no fixed gas results (minimum data quality for inclusion in database analysis); 
and 



• DQ-1: Low-quality data, unacceptable data-quality indicators or methods (data 
excluded from all analyses). 



Table B-1 in Appendix B shows these data quality measures for the U.S. and Canadian sites in 
the database. A detailed table can also be found in the PVI database that accompanies this report. 
Note that the Australian data were developed using a similar but not identical CSM and data-
quality scoring system; these scores are included in the Australian data analyzed in Appendix C 
and included in the EPA PVI database.  



5.2 EPA PVI Database Structure  



The tables and fields in the EPA PVI database and a comprehensive data dictionary and entity-
relations diagrams are provided in Appendices D and E, respectively. An Excel spreadsheet was 
designed to facilitate evaluation, analysis, and presentation of data relations in the EPA PVI 
database and used to perform the analyses described in this report. Filters were added for most 
data fields, enabling screening of data based on site conditions and other applicable attributes.  



The different data types are summarized as follows: 



• Background data: Site location, geologic setting, contamination type, and generic 
soil description; 



• Facility type: UST, fuel terminal, petroleum refinery, and petrochemical plant; 



• Site conditions: Soil type, water-filled and total porosity, and surface cover at soil 
vapor probe (bare ground, asphaltic pavement, building); 



• Sampling data: For each probe, vertical depth from ground surface to water table, to 
top of contamination, and to media sampling locations. Lateral distance between soil 
gas probe and groundwater monitoring well and between soil gas probe and UST 
facility infrastructure (e.g., tanks, fuel dispensers) and buildings; 



• Analytical data: Sampling date, analytical method, quality control data, and 
chemistry data for soil, groundwater, and soil vapor. Analyte fields in the database are 
fixed gases (oxygen, carbon dioxide, methane); benzene, toluene, and xylene; TPH; 
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naphthalene; MtBE; 1,3-butadiene; hexane; heptane; 2,2,4-TMP, 
1,2,4-trimethylbenzene (TMB); and aromatic and hydrocarbon fractions according to 
analytical methods prescribed by the State of Massachusetts. Not all analyte data are 
available for every site; and 



• Building data: Building use (e.g., residential, commercial, institutional), foundation 
type, and building size. 



As described in Section 5.1.1, the data verification process included data quality indicators that 
were developed and reviewed to ensure that data of known and acceptable quality were used in 
the analysis.  



5.3 EPA PVI Database Content 



The number of sites in the EPA PVI database and their locations are listed in Table 3. The 
contents of the database for key fields are summarized in Tables B-2 and B-3 in Appendix B. 
The majority of the sites were UST release sites, although the database also includes data from 
fuel terminals, petroleum refineries, and petrochemical sites. Most sites were affected by 
gasoline releases, although a small number had other types of PHC contamination (e.g., diesel, 
kerosene). The gasoline composition was unknown and assumed to be variable with respect to 
fuel oxygenate composition, given the relatively broad time span for data collection (1995 to 
2011). Gasoline containing ethanol (10 percent vol/vol) was generally introduced into the United 
States in 2000, with a large increase in use in 2006 (U.S. EPA, 2009), so some sites in the EPA 
PVI database where recent releases occurred probably had gasoline containing ethanol. (From 
the available information, it is not possible to quantify the number of sites with ethanol.)  



Table 3. Number of Sites by Country and States in the EPA PVI Database (November 2012) 



Location Sites Location Sites 



United States 



California 7 Ohio 4 



Maine  13 Oklahoma 1 



Maryland 1 South Carolina 1 



Minnesota 22 Utah 15 



New Jersey 3 U.S. unknown 1 



North Dakota 1   



Other Countries 



Canada 4 Australia 1 



Total Sites = 74 



 



Sub-slab vapor samples were obtained at the 39 with buildings out of the 74 sites total in the 
database. Almost all buildings in the EPA PVI database were residential houses or smaller 
commercial buildings. (Table B-2 in Appendix B includes the building footprint area when 
available.) Thus, the applicability of the database to large buildings may be limited. At a few 
sites, soil gas samples were obtained from below and beside a building. 
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The EPA PVI database is populated to varying degrees depending on the data type. (All statistics 
with respect to number of sites with data are provided in Table B-3 in Appendix B). The 
database contains data for most sites and records on facility type, vertical distances, surface 
cover, soil type, and benzene and TPH vapor concentrations. Groundwater benzene and TPH 
data are also available for many sites, and the database includes fixed gas data for a majority of 
the sites. For other analytes (e.g., toluene, ethylbenzene, xylenes, naphthalene, MtBE), the EPA 
PVI database includes data for fewer sites, although the dataset for aromatic and aliphatic 
hydrocarbons is substantial due to recent data from 11 sites in Maine. Although indoor air data 
are included for a few sites, this information was not used in the analysis because of the limited 
number of indoor air data points and the known effect of background indoor (non-PVI) PHC 
sources in overestimating soil vapor–to–indoor air attenuation factors for PHCs. 



The database includes: 



• 893 benzene soil vapor records;   



• 655 oxygen soil vapor records; and  



• 829 records with paired benzene soil vapor and groundwater data.   



Additional information on each site in the EPA PVI database is provided in Tables B-2 and B-3 
in Appendix B and in the database. Many of the original sources of data in the database (e.g., 
reports, journal articles, figures, data tables) are referenced and linked to a full set of electronic 
document files organized by site. 



Lead Scavengers. Ethylene dibromide (EDB) and 1,2-dichloroethane (1,2-DCA) are synthetic 
organic chemicals that were historically used as gasoline additives to prevent lead deposits that 
foul internal combustion engines. For this reason, they are commonly referred to as lead 
scavengers. The EPA PVI database does not contain any soil gas data for these chemicals, but 
Appendix F provides a comprehensive evaluation of their historical use, toxicity, transport, and 
fate. 



6. EPA PVI Database Analysis Approach and Methods 



The data analysis began with an evaluation of whether the soil gas data at the site were obtained 
in an area of LNAPL or dissolved-phase groundwater contamination. Given the importance of 
the contamination source type on soil vapor concentrations, the analyses were conducted 
separately for the LNAPL and dissolved sources. The data analysis consisted of three main parts: 



• Exploratory data plots to identify data trends and relationships, discussed in Section 
6.2.1;  



• Estimation of vapor concentration attenuation distance using the vertical distance 
method, developed by Lahvis et al. (In-prep.) and discussed in Section 6.2.2; and 



• Estimation of non-contaminated vertical soil thickness needed for concentration 
attenuation using the clean soil method, developed by Davis (2009) and discussed in 
Section 6.2.3. 
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6.1 Source Zone Identification (LNAPL versus Dissolved Indicators) 



Several indicators were adopted for identifying whether the soil gas probe was located in an area 
of LNAPL or dissolved-phase contamination (Table 4).  



The primary indicator was direct evidence of LNAPL, such as a sheen or measurable 
accumulations of product in a nearby monitoring well, borehole logs indicating a sheen or 
significant hydrocarbon staining in soil, or a site investigation report indicating the soil gas probe 
was installed in an LNAPL source zone. The direct indicators in Table 4 were the determining 
factors for approximately 80 percent of the sites identified as having LNAPL contamination.  



Table 4. Potential LNAPL Hydrocarbon Indicators 



Type Indicator Measures and Screening Values 



Adopted for this analysis 
Direct Current or historic presence of LNAPL in 



groundwater or soil 
Laboratory and/or field observations, sheens, 
results of paint filter, dye, and shake tests 



Indirect Individual PHC compound and/or TPH 
concentrations approaching (>0.2 times) 
effective solubilities or effective soil 
saturation concentrations (Csat concentration) 



Groundwater 
– benzene > 5 mg/L 
– TPH > 30 mg/L (gasoline) 



Soil 
– benzene > 10 mg/kg 
– TPH > 250 mg/kg (gasoline) 



Indirect Proximity to source area likely to be impacted 
with LNAPL 



Soil gas probes located near (within 20 ft [6.1 m]) 
or within former UST fields or fuel dispenser areas 



Other potential indicators 
Indirect Fluorescence response in LNAPL range UV, LIF, or UVIF fluorescence above background 



levels (visual observation) 



Indirect Organic vapor analyzer (e.g., photoionization 
detector) 



>500 ppmV 



Indirect PHC vapor, O2 and CO2 profiles PHC vapor and CO2 concentrations in soil gas that 
show no decrease (or O2 concentrations that show 
no increase) or remain relatively constant with 
distance from contamination source 



Indirect Elevated aliphatic soil gas concentrations For example, hexane soil gas concentrations more 
than approximately 100,000 μg/m3 suggest LNAPL 
because dissolved plumes are primarily composed 
of soluble aromatic hydrocarbons (Lahvis et al., In 
prep.)  



Note: For two sites, #6-046 and #102 Chevron, there were long dissolved plumes (several hundred feet long) with 
elevated benzene concentrations (up to 12 mg/L) in groundwater that exceeded the above criteria, but there was 
no evidence for LNAPL at locations where the elevated benzene concentrations were measured. For these sites, 
the above criteria were overridden (i.e., site was designated as a dissolved source). 



Indirect or secondary indicators were: 



• Groundwater Concentration Data. Benzene and/or TPH groundwater concentration 
from which the presence of LNAPL near the soil gas probe was inferred. This was the 
determining indicator for approximately 13 percent of the sites. 
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• Soil Concentration Data. Benzene and/or TPH soil concentration from which the 
presence of LNAPL near the soil gas probe was inferred. This was the determining 
indicator for approximately 1 percent of the sites (one site). 



• Proximity to Fuel Storage/Dispensing Facilities. Determined by soil gas probes 
installed within 20 ft (6.1 m) of the tank field or dispenser. This was the determining 
indicator for approximately 5 percent of the sites.  



For sites with limited data, the secondary indicators were important to enable appropriate 
classification with respect to LNAPL versus dissolved sources. However, a sensitivity analysis 
showed that the exclusion distances were not sensitive to the benzene and TPH groundwater 
concentration thresholds because direct indicators were the determining factor for 80 percent of 
the site data (see Section 7.2.1). 



6.1.1 Groundwater Concentration Data 



Concentrations of chemicals that approach their effective solubility are indirect evidence for 
LNAPL. For example, Bruce et al. (1991) suggest groundwater concentrations greater than the 
effective solubility multiplied by 0.2 as possible evidence for LNAPL. For gasoline, when a 
benzene mole fraction of 0.01 was assumed, the threshold was 3 mg/L, assuming a ratio of 0.2. 
Given the uncertainty in these estimates, a slightly higher threshold for the benzene groundwater 
concentration (5 mg/L) was adopted for identification of LNAPL sites. A TPH threshold 
groundwater concentration of 30 mg/L was adopted based on the calculated approximate average 
ratio of benzene to TPH groundwater concentrations in the database. An LNAPL source site was 
identified based on either the benzene or TPH groundwater concentration exceeding the 
threshold. 



6.1.2 Soil Concentration Data 



Concentrations of chemicals in soil that approach an estimated LNAPL saturation concentration 
are indirect evidence for LNAPL. The soil saturation concentration is highly dependent on 
chemical and soil properties. Concentrations representative of possible LNAPLs suggested in the 
literature include a gasoline range organics (GRO) concentration greater than the range of 100 to 
200 mg/kg and a diesel range organics (DRO) concentration greater than 10 to 50 mg/kg (e.g., 
ASTM, 2006; Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation, 2011).  



The thresholds adopted for identifying LNAPL sites are a benzene soil concentration of 
10 mg/kg and a TPH (gasoline) soil concentration of 250 mg/kg. The benzene concentration 
(10.7 mg/kg rounded down to 10 mg/kg) was estimated from the equation for soil saturation 
(Csat) and the default input parameters in Exhibit 9 of the EPA Soil Screening Guidance (U.S. 
EPA, 1996). A TPH soil concentration of 250 mg/kg was adopted to provide a slightly more 
conservative screening basis (i.e., more sites are included as dissolved sites with higher 
thresholds) than the ranges reported in the literature cited above. An LNAPL source site was 
identified based on either the benzene or TPH soil concentration exceeding the threshold. 
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6.1.3 Proximity to Fuel Storage/Dispensing Facilities  



Soil gas probes located near or within former UST tank nests or fuel dispenser areas are 
considered to have a high probability of being within LNAPL zones. Soil gas probes within 20 ft 
(6.1 m) lateral distance of the tank nests or dispensers were categorized as being located within a 
LNAPL source. Fifteen sites included data for soil gas probes that were within 20 ft of tank nests 
or dispensers, but as indicated above, this criterion was the determining LNAPL indicator for 
only 5 percent of the sites.  



6.2 Data Analysis Methods 



The data analysis consisted of an exploratory data analysis followed by the vertical distance and 
clean soil methods for evaluating vapor attenuation. The analysis using the vertical distance 
method focuses on benzene, given its importance for risk evaluations; however, the vertical 
distance method was also performed for select other compounds, including those analyzed at the 
Maine sites where full-spectrum hydrocarbon analyses (i.e., data on aliphatic and aromatic 
fractions) were available. Given that the EPA PVI database was set up to allow for filtering, the 
influence of site type (UST, fuel terminal, petroleum refinery, petrochemical), soil properties, 
and surface cover (i.e., building, pavement, or ground cover7) was evaluated. 



6.2.1 Exploratory Data Analysis 



The exploratory data analysis evaluated the trends between groundwater and soil vapor 
concentrations for different vapor constituents. Furthermore, the relationships between oxygen 
and hydrocarbon concentrations and benzene and methane concentrations were assessed with 
respect to what would be expected given the conceptual model for aerobic biodegradation (Davis 
et al., 2009; Sweeney, 2012).  



6.2.2 Vertical Distance Method 



The vertical distance method involved plotting soil vapor concentration versus distance above a 
source and estimating the probability for the soil vapor concentration to be less than a given 
concentration threshold for different distances above the contamination source. The conditional 
probabilities (P) were estimated as follows: 



 P (Cv ≤ Cthreshold/z > d, Contamination (z = 0) = LNAPL or dissolved) 



where Cv is the soil vapor concentration, Cthreshold is the soil vapor concentration threshold, z is 
the vertical direction, d is the vertical distance from the top of the contamination to the soil gas 
probe, and source contamination either is characterized as an LNAPL or a dissolved source. 



First, the data were sorted in a cumulative distribution of specified vertical separation distances 
from the source (e.g., ≥ 0, ≥ 2, …, ≥ n ft). The conditional probabilities were calculated for two 
benzene vapor concentration thresholds (50 and 100 μg/m3) using two statistical techniques:  



                                                 
7 e.g., ground that is gravel-surfaced, grassy, or dirt-covered    
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• Probability P = N [Cv < Cthreshold]/N [total] where N [Cv < Cthreshold] is the number of 
benzene vapor concentrations less than the threshold and N [total] is the total number 
of concentration measurements. For this analysis, concentrations below the reporting 
limits were replaced with half the reporting limit, a common first approximation for 
non-detect measurements, i.e., below specified reporting limits; and  



• Probability was estimated from the concentration distribution calculated by the non-
parametric Kaplan-Meier method (Kaplan and Meier, 1958). 



Approximately 31 percent and 57 percent of the paired data points for benzene vapor 
concentration and distance associated with LNAPL sources and dissolved-phase sources, 
respectively, were non-detects. The Kaplan-Meier method is a robust, non-parametric method for 
considering data below reporting limits, particularly when there are multiple reporting limits 
(Helsel, 2005; 2006). The Kaplan-Meier method, which has been shown in recent literature to be 
the preferred method in many cases for estimating statistical parameters (e.g., mean, median, 
standard deviation), does not rely on underlying assumptions about the data and can be used with 
multiple reporting limits (Helsel, 2005). 



Next, the depth to contamination was estimated. This quantity is important for an accurate 
estimation of the thickness of clean soil needed for attenuation of soil vapor concentrations. For 
LNAPL sites, this depth was estimated from boring logs and indications of LNAPL zones (e.g., 
observations of product, high headspace organic vapor concentrations above 500 to 1,000 parts 
per million, and soil chemistry data); in the absence of data, the depth to contamination was 
assumed to be the seasonal high water table where multiple monitoring events were available (on 
average, there were about two events per site). For dissolved sites, the depth to contamination 
was the depth to the water table closest to the time the soil gas data were obtained. 



6.2.3 Clean Soil Method 



The clean soil method (Davis, 2009; 2010) consists of an analysis of the thickness of un-
impacted clean soil (i.e., soil without NAPL) required for soil vapor benzene concentrations to 
attenuate to below a defined threshold, which for this analysis is 100 μg/m3. This analysis 
enabled comparison to published exclusion distances previously reported by Davis (2009; 2010) 
that were based on this method. A clean soil thickness was calculated except when the vertical 
distance between soil gas probes was greater than 10 ft (3.0 m), because in those cases there was 
insufficient resolution (i.e., spacing between probes) for meaningful estimation. Two procedures 
were used to estimate the clean soil thickness:  



• Procedure 1: Distance to first soil gas probe with benzene Cvapor < 100 μg/m3 where: 



– Lower depth = Dl = Depth to top of contamination;  



– Upper depth = Du = Depth to first probe with benzene Cvapor ≤ 100 μg/m3; and 



– Distance = Dl − Du. 



• Procedure 2: Interpolated distance between a soil gas probe with benzene Cvapor 
> 100 μg/m3 and a soil gas probe with Cvapor < 100 μg/m3 where: 



– Lower depth = Dl = Depth to top of contamination;  
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– Upper depth = Du = Interpolated as halfway between the depths to a probe with 
benzene Cvapor ≤ 40 μg/m3 and Cvapor > 100 μg/m3; however, if the lower 
concentration is greater than 40 μg/m3, then Du = depth to first probe with 
benzene Cvapor ≤ 100 μg/m3; and 



– Distance = Dl − Du, subject to minimum thickness of 0.5 ft (0.15 m) because a 
minimum distance is required for concentration attenuation to occur. 



For both procedures 1 and 2, benzene concentrations below reporting limits were replaced in the 
EPA PVI database with a concentration equal to half the method reporting limit for the sample. 
(Replacement with half the detection limits is a common assumption.) An example of a clean soil 
thickness calculation is presented in Figure 10. For the soil gas profile data shown, the 
procedure 1 (left side of figure) distance is 15 ft (4.6 m) and the procedure 2 (right side of figure) 
distance is 12.5 ft (3.8 m).  



A lower concentration threshold was considered warranted for procedure 2 because of the 
potential for the halfway distance interpolation to be non-conservative when the lower 
concentration is much greater than 100 μg/m3 and the upper concentration is just less than 
100 μg/m3. The 40 μg/m3 threshold is subjective, but when the upper benzene vapor 
concentration is less than this threshold, the halfway interpolation procedure is more accurate. 
Although more complicated and possibly more accurate interpolation rules could have been 
developed (such as log-linear plots), procedure 2 was intended as a simple, approximate 
technique. For any shallow concentration above 40 μg/m3, the procedure provides for a 
conservative estimate of the attenuation distance because it uses the full distance to this vapor 
sample location. 



For locations where the measured soil vapor benzene concentration does not attenuate to less 
than 100 μg/m3, a clean soil thickness cannot be calculated, but a minimum clean soil thickness 
is reported as the distance between the shallowest soil gas probe and the top of contamination. 
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Figure 10. Example calculation of clean soil method distances.  
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6.3 Soil Vapor Concentration Thresholds 



This section describes the development of risk-based soil vapor concentration thresholds for 
comparison with measured soil vapor concentrations to determine when PVI may be of potential 
concern. The soil vapor concentration threshold was based on the expected attenuation of vapor 
concentrations between shallow soil vapor and indoor air and the toxicity of the chemical under 
consideration.  



6.3.1 Sub-slab to Indoor Air Attenuation Factors 



The processes that affect the vapor concentration in indoor air for a shallow soil vapor source are 
primarily soil gas advection and ventilation that causes mixing of the chemical vapor within the 
enclosed space (Hers et al., 2003; Johnson, 2005). Some additional biodegradation and sorption 
could also occur between a shallow vapor source and an indoor environment. Several modeling 
studies provide insight on the attenuation factor8 for a typical residential house. Yao et al. (2011) 
reported attenuation factors between 2 × 10-4 and 7 × 10-3 for a numerical modeling study. 
Johnson (2005) in a modeling study using the Johnson and Ettinger (1991) model calculated 
attenuation factors between 4.4 × 10-3 and 7.3 × 10-3 for a shallow soil vapor source and 
representative input parameters for a residential house. A similar study by Hers et al. (2003) 
included a sensitivity analysis where the maximum attenuation factor for a range of conditions 
was 9 × 10-3, and a relatively good comparison (within an order of magnitude) was obtained 
between Johnson and Ettinger model predictions and measured attenuation factors for 
chlorinated solvent chemicals. Although this comparison is for chlorinated solvent chemicals, it 
is relevant here because it identifies typical attenuation factors between shallow or sub-slab 
vapor and indoor air, irrespective of possible biodegradation processes.  



EPA has assembled a database of empirical slub-slab-to–indoor vapor attenuation factors (U.S. 
EPA, 2012b). Although most of the data in this EPA database is for chlorinated solvents, the 
sub-slab attenuation factors can be applied to PHCs because little bioattenuation is expected 
between sub-slab and indoor air. Sub-slab attenuation factors in this U.S. EPA (2012b) database 
vary over several orders of magnitude because of spatial and temporal variability in both indoor 
air and sub-slab vapor concentrations and background sources of chemicals in indoor air. In the 
U.S. EPA (2012b) database, the 50th and 95th percentiles of the sub-slab attenuation factor are 
5.0 × 10-3 and 1.8 × 10-1, respectively, when the data are limited to indoor air concentrations 
above a 90th percentile background concentration found in the literature. When the data are 
limited to sub-slab vapor concentrations greater than 100 times the literature background, the 
50th and 95th percentiles of the sub-slab attenuation factor are 2.5 × 10-3 and 2.0 × 10-2 
respectively (U.S. EPA, 2012b). Therefore, a shallow soil vapor–to–indoor air attenuation factor 
of 0.01 was considered a reasonably conservative attenuation factor. 



6.3.2 Risk-based Concentration Thresholds 



Risk-based indoor air concentrations for a residential scenario are provided in Table 5 for the 
chemicals of potential concern considered in this analysis. The risk-based indoor air 
concentrations assume a residential scenario, continuous lifetime exposure to vapors, and no 
                                                 
8 The attenuation factor is defined as the concentration of a chemical in indoor air divided by its concentration in soil 
gas under a foundation slab (sub-slab attenuation factor) or deeper in the soil beneath the house. 
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exposure amortization (e.g., calculation of average exposure rate from a less than continuous or 
lifetime exposure).  



For chemicals other than benzene, a risk-based soil vapor concentration (RBCv) was calculated 
as 100 times the risk-based air concentration. The thresholds adopted for benzene, 50 and 
100 μg/m3, were based primarily on practical considerations relating to the detection limit (i.e., 
the frequency of non-detects increases as the benzene concentration decreases) and for 
consistency with previous database evaluations by Davis (2009) and Lahvis et al. (In prep.). For 
comparison, assuming a generic sub-slab attenuation factor of 0.01, the calculated benzene 
threshold is 29 μg/m3 for an incremental lifetime cancer risk (ILCR) of 1 × 10-6, and 290 μg/m3 
for an ILCR of 1 × 10-5. Given the uncertainty in the attenuation factor and benzene toxicity, the 
adopted threshold of 50 μg/m3 is not considered substantively different from the 1 x 10-6 ILCR 
threshold of 29 μg/m3shown in Table 5. 



Table 5. Risk-based Indoor Air Concentration for Primary Chemicals of Potential Concern 



Chemical Toxicity Endpoint 
Risk-Based Indoor Air 



Concentration (μg/m3)a, b Source 



Benzene Carcinogenic 2.9 (1 × 10-5 ILCR);  
0.29 (1 × 10-6 ILCR) 



EPA IRIS 



Toluene Non-carcinogenic 5,000 (RfC) EPA IRIS 



Ethylbenzene Non-carcinogenic 1,000 (RfC) EPA IRIS 



Xylenes Non-carcinogenic 100 (RfC) EPA IRIS 



Naphthalene Non-carcinogenic 3 (RfC) EPA IRIS 



n-Hexane Non-carcinogenic 700 (RfC) EPA IRIS 



MADEP Aliphatic C5-8 Non-carcinogenic 200 MADEP (2003) 



MADEP Aliphatic C9-18 Non-carcinogenic 200 MADEP (2003) 



MADEP Aromatic C9-18 Non-carcinogenic 50 MADEP (2003) 
a The risk-based indoor air concentration assumes a residential receptor and continuous exposure over a lifetime. 
b The benzene risk-based air concentration is based on the midpoint of the toxicity factor range provided in the EPA 



IRIS (Integrated Risk Information System) database. 
ILCR = Incremental lifetime cancer risk; RfC = reference concentration. 
EPA IRIS database accessed February 2012. 
MADEP = Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection TPH method 



7. EPA PVI Database Analysis Results 



7.1 Exploratory Data Analysis 



7.1.1 Comparison of Groundwater and Soil Vapor Concentrations 



The cumulative distributions of benzene concentrations in groundwater are plotted in Figure 11 
for hydrocarbon sources classified as dissolved phase and LNAPL. The groundwater benzene 
concentrations for LNAPL sites are higher than for dissolved sites, but the difference in the 
distribution between LNAPL and dissolved sites is smaller than expected. This may be due to 
spatial variability in groundwater concentrations, highly weathered residual-phase LNAPL that is 
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relatively depleted of benzene, variable well screen intervals relative to the water table, and 
vadose zone LNAPL sources.  



 
Figure 11. Groundwater concentrations measured near soil vapor sampling locations for 



dissolved and LNAPL source zones (all refers to UST, fuel terminal, refinery, and 
petrochemical sites). 



The relations between benzene concentrations in groundwater and deep soil vapor probes (within 
3 ft [0.9 m] of the contamination source) for dissolved and LNAPL sources are shown in 
Figure 12. There is no apparent correlation for dissolved source data based on visual 
observation. The reason for the lack of correlation for dissolved source data and relatively 
consistent, low soil vapor concentrations is consistent with attenuation by biodegradation. 



For dissolved-source data, the measured deep benzene vapor concentrations are, in almost all 
cases, at least an order of magnitude and, in many cases two orders of magnitude, less than the 
predicted soil vapor concentration based on Henry’s Law partitioning and the measured 
groundwater concentration. This is reasonably attributed to biodegradation. A dimensionless 
Henry’s Law constant of 0.14 was used for benzene, which is based on a groundwater 
temperature of 15°C, a representative value for the United States based on the groundwater 
temperature map in U.S. EPA (2004).  



 



(N=198) 



(N=98) 
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Figure 12. Groundwater concentrations measured near soil vapor sampling locations for 
dissolved and LNAPL source zones (all refers to UST, fuel terminal, refinery, and 
petrochemical sites). Only detectable benzene vapor concentrations shown. 



A very weak proportional relation based on visual observation (R2 = 0.08) exists between 
groundwater and soil vapor concentrations for LNAPL source data. For the LNAPL source data, 
the measured benzene vapor concentrations are significantly less than predicted for benzene 
groundwater concentrations less than approximately 1 mg/L. For concentrations greater than 
1 mg/L, the benzene vapor concentrations for some data points are close (within a factor of 2 or 
3) to the vapor concentrations predicted by Henry’s Law multiplied by the groundwater 
concentration, which is consistent with an LNAPL source and limited attenuation between the 
source and deep soil vapor sample.  



The poor correlation between groundwater and soil vapor concentrations may be due to several 
factors including variable well screen intervals relative to the water table, variable 
biodegradation between the groundwater and lowermost soil gas sampling location, spatial 
variability and differences in dissolved-phase concentrations at groundwater and soil gas 
sampling locations, and sampling errors. 



7.1.2 TPH Vapor versus Oxygen Concentrations 



The relation between co-located oxygen and TPH vapor concentrations was evaluated to provide 
insight on biodegradation processes and a possible lower oxygen limit for occurrence of aerobic 
biodegradation (Davis et al., 2009; Sweeney, 2012). The expectation is lower oxygen 
concentrations when there are higher hydrocarbon vapor concentrations and higher oxygen (near 
atmospheric) concentrations at lower hydrocarbon vapor concentrations (Figure 1). An 
exception to this trend is where there is high natural oxygen demand (e.g., peat sites). As such 
sites, low concentrations for both PHC vapors and oxygen would be expected. (There are few 
such sites in the database.) Although a more robust paradigm for interpretation of oxygen and 
hydrocarbon data would be based on mass fluxes, this requires evaluation of site-specific vertical 
concentration profiles and soil property data which are more detailed than the data available for 
many sites in the EPA PVI database.  



A plot of co-located oxygen versus TPH vapor concentration data is a useful approximate 
indicator of trends, and the results shown on Figure 13 are generally consistent with expected 
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behavior. For dissolved sources, there are no data indicating oxygen depletion, which is 
consistent with expected low oxygen demand associated with the vapor flux from dissolved 
sources. The data in the EPA PVI database are consistent in this regard; there are no data 
indicating depleted oxygen in association with dissolved sources. For LNAPL sources, relatively 
low oxygen concentrations (defined here as less than 4 percent) occur when TPH vapor 
concentrations exceed approximately 1 x 106 µg/m3 (1 mg/L), but both oxygen and TPH vapor 
concentrations are elevated for a few data points. To provide context for interpretation of this 
data, it is important to recognize that: 



• Relatively high TPH vapor concentrations are required before the oxygen depletion is 
resolvable based on the stoichiometric demand associated with TPH oxidation. 
Ambient oxygen (21 percent vol/vol or 280 g/m3) has a measured resolution of about 
2 percent vol/vol. With a 0.3 g-hydrocarbon (HC)/g-O2 consumption ratio based on 
stoichiometric considerations, this suggests a hydrocarbon level at which significant 
oxygen consumption should be resolvable of about 280 x (2/21) x 0.3 = 8 g/m3 or 
8 x 106 µg/m3 (defined as the sensitivity threshold on Figure 13). 



• Active soil gas sampling results in volume averaging of soil gas because of the 
dimension of the soil gas probe and sand pack, which often ranges between 0.15 and 
0.30 m. Volume averaging can result in elevated TPH vapor and oxygen 
concentrations. 



• Soil gas samples that are obtained either wholly within or that straddle the 
biodegradation zone may have moderately elevated concentrations of both TPH 
vapors and oxygen (5 to 10 percent). There are several case studies with detailed soil 
gas profiles that demonstrate this behavior (Hers et al., 2000; Fischer et al., 1996; 
Ririe et al., 2002). 



• Some leakage of oxygen can occur through the process of sampling or analysis; 
however, this is not considered to have caused a significant bias for the reasons 
described below. 



The upper right quadrant of Figure 13, where TPH vapor concentrations exceed the sensitivity 
threshold and oxygen concentrations exceed 4 percent, contains only 26 data points (6 percent of 
the data). Upon closer examination, many of these data were from Hal’s site in Utah (Figure 13). 
Approximately half of the Hal’s site data from this quadrant were determined to be high quality 
based on internally consistent oxygen versus TPH vertical profile data. The other half were 
generally deep soil gas probes where oxygen was elevated, suggesting possible leakage (perhaps 
due to a rise in the water table). Overall, the number of data points with possible concerns 
relating to leakage was very small. In the case of Hal’s site, the data with possible leakage were 
for small exclusion distances; thus, they have no bearing on the overall conclusions with respect 
to distances in this report. 



  











 



 
41 



  



  
Figure 13. TPH vapor versus oxygen concentrations for dissolved and LNAPL source zones (all 



refers to UST, fuel terminal, refinery, and petrochemical sites). Data points shown are 
where both TPH vapor and oxygen concentrations were above detection limits. Shaded 
areas and ellipse encompass data that generally support the aerobic mineralization 
paradigm.  



7.1.3 Methane Concentrations 



The EPA PVI database includes methane data for 27 sites. Methane concentrations exceeded 
5 percent (lower explosive limit in air) at five sites (three UST sites and two petroleum refinery 
sites) but were less than 1 percent at the remaining 22 sites. Three of the five sites with elevated 
methane concentrations were investigated prior to 2000, so the methane at these sites was 
probably not associated with ethanol in the gasoline leaked into the subsurface. 



A plot of methane versus distance between the LNAPL source and soil gas probe indicates 
methane concentrations at sites with profile data decreased to below 5 percent within 
approximately 10 ft of the source (Figure 14a). The relationship between methane and benzene 
vapor concentrations was evaluated because of concern that elevated methane concentrations 
may result in reduced benzene vapor attenuation because of the oxygen demand represented by 
methane. As a general relationship, higher benzene concentrations are expected when methane 
concentrations are elevated because of the oxygen demand represented by methane oxidation 
(Jewell and Wilson, 2011). There was no apparent correlation between methane and benzene 
vapor concentrations, possibly because of the limited number of sites with elevated methane 
concentrations (Figure 14b). The data points with co-located elevated benzene vapor (greater 
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than 1,000 µg/m3) and methane (greater than 1 percent) were found to have distances between 
the benzene contamination and the soil gas probe of less than 7.5 ft. The relatively small 
distances do not suggest enhanced benzene vapor transport because of methane.  



  
Figure 14. Methane concentrations versus distance and benzene vapor concentrations (all refers 



to UST, fuel terminal, refinery, and petrochemical sites).  



7.1.4 Comparison between Benzene and TEX Vapor Concentrations 



As an initial screening step, benzene concentrations were compared with toluene, ethylbenzene, 
and xylenes (TEX) concentrations to evaluate whether benzene is a risk driver relative to the 
TEX compounds. The relationships between benzene and ethylbenzene and between benzene 
and total xylenes concentrations in soil gas are shown in Figure 15. Qualitatively, there was a 
relatively good correlation between these two analyte pairs, although the comparison of benzene 
to xylenes indicates that concentrations of xylenes were generally up to two orders of magnitude 
higher than benzene concentrations. The comparison indicated that further analysis of xylenes 
was warranted and that benzene was a reasonable surrogate for toluene and ethylbenzene.  



 
Figure 15. Relationship between benzene and ethylbenzene (left) and benzene and xylenes (right) 



vapor concentrations. (All refers to UST, fuel terminal, refinery, and petrochemical 
sites.) Data points are shown where both compounds were above detection limits. 
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7.2 Vertical Distance Method 



For the vertical distance method, the soil vapor concentrations of the PHC compound assessed 
(excluding benzene) were compared with the risk-based vapor concentration (RBCv), which is 
the risk-based indoor air concentration multiplied by a dilution factor of 100 (i.e., attenuation 
factor of 0.01). For benzene, the probability that the soil vapor concentration is less than a 
defined threshold (50 and 100 μg/m3) for varying source-separation distances was estimated.9 
For definition of inclusion distances, a probability greater than 95 percent was considered a 
reasonable threshold based on regulatory precedence.  



7.2.1 All Data 



Data analysis was conducted for dissolved sources, LNAPL sources at UST sites, and LNAPL 
sources at fuel terminal, petroleum refinery, and petrochemical (non-UST) sites (Figures 16 
through 20). There are only PHC fraction and hexane data for UST sites; hence, there is not a 
figure for the all-LNAPL sites category for these compounds. The following compounds were 
evaluated: benzene, xylenes, hexane, 2,2,4-TMP, 1,2,4-TMB, naphthalene, MtBE, and 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) hydrocarbon fractions (C9–
10 aromatics, C5–8 aliphatics, and C9–12 aliphatics). 



For the benzene analysis, non-detects were addressed both by the common practice of 
substituting half the detection limit and by using the more statistically robust Kaplan-Meier 
method. The Kaplan-Meier method resulted in similar or slightly (0 to 7 percent) higher 
probabilities than the substitution method. The probability of the soil vapor concentration being 
less than a threshold was estimated for 5 and 30 mg/L groundwater concentration thresholds for 
benzene and TPH, respectively, which are part of the LNAPL hydrocarbon indicators (presented 
previously in Table 4). A sensitivity analysis was conducted where the threshold for the benzene 
groundwater concentration was varied between 1 and 10 mg/L and the TPH groundwater 
concentration was varied between 10 and 50 mg/L. The resulting variation in probability 
(estimated using the substitution technique) for this range was less than 0.5 percent, indicating 
the results are not sensitive to the concentration thresholds (possibly because groundwater is a 
poor predictor of soil vapor concentrations). 



 



                                                 
9 Negative contamination source–probe distances indicate the soil gas probe was installed below the top of the 
contamination zone. 
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Figure 16. Vertical distance method: benzene (a), oxygen (c), and xylenes (d) data for dissolved-



source sites (KM = Kaplan-Meier). Panel b shows the benzene probability data. 
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Figure 17. Vertical distance method: PHC fraction (a–c) and hexane (d) data for dissolved-source 



sites. 
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Figure 18. Vertical distance method: benzene (a, b), oxygen (c), and xylenes (d) data for LNAPL 



sources at UST sites (KM = Kaplan-Meier).  
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Figure 19. Vertical distance method: PHC fraction (a–c) and hexane (d) data for LNAPL sources at 



UST sites. 



The EPA PVI database was further validated by comparing benzene probabilities for screening 
distances derived using all data (excluding DQ-1), to a dataset where data ranked as CSM-1 was 
screened out. The data from the 22 Minnesota sites had a CSM-1 ranking. The difference in the 
benzene probabilities ranged between 0 and 0.4 percent depending on source-separation distance 
for dissolved sites and between 0 and 0.8 percent for LNAPL sources at UST sites. 



The analysis results show distinct differences between the three scenarios considered, which are 
1) dissolved sources, 2) LNAPL sources at UST sites, and 3) LNAPL sources at fuel terminal, 
refinery, or petrochemical (non-UST) sites (Table 6): 



• For dissolved sources: 



– Approximately 97 percent of the benzene soil vapor concentrations are less than 
100 μg/m3 and 94 percent are less than 50 μg/m3 for source-separation distances 
as small as 0 ft (Table 6 and Figures 16 and 17).  



– For other compounds evaluated, measured soil vapor concentrations are less than 
the risk-based concentrations for separation distances greater than 3 ft (0.9 m).  



– The analysis indicates there is a low probability of exceeded risk-based thresholds 
for small separation distances for dissolved sources.  
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Figure 20. Vertical distance method: 2,2,4-trimethylpentane (TMP), MtBE, 1,2,4-trimethylbenzene 



(TMB), and naphthalene data for LNAPL sources at UST sites. 



Table 6. Summary of Results for Vertical Distance Method 



 Dissolved Source LNAPL Source—UST Sites 



LNAPL Source — Refinery, 
Fuel Terminal, Petrochemical 



Sites 



Oxygen  Most O2 conc. > 4%, and no 
O2 < 1% 



Many data points with O2 < 
4%, and O2 < 1% to 6 ft (1.8 
m) separation 



Many data points with O2 < 4%, 
and O2 < 1% to 11-ft (3.4-m) 
separation, greater O2 
depletion than UST only  



Benzene 
(100 μg/m3 
threshold) 



PKM > 97% for 0 ft separation 
increasing to 99% at 5 ft (1.5 
m) 



PKM > 61% for 0 ft separation 
increasing to ~ 95% at 15 ft 
(4.6 m)  



P1/2DL > 22% for 0-ft separation 
increasing to ~ 90% at 18 ft 
(5.5 m)  



Benzene  
(50 μg/m3 
threshold) 



PKM > 94% to 95% for 0 ft to 
5 ft (1.5 m)  



PKM > 57% for 0 ft separation 
increasing to ~ 93% at 15 ft 
(4.6 m)  



P1/2DL > 22% for 0 ft separation 
increasing to ~ 90% at 18 ft 
(5.5 m) 



Xylenes  One vapor concentration > 
RBCv for separation distance 
of 3 ft (0.9 m) 



>10 vapor concentrations > 
RBCv for separation distance 
up to 11 ft (3.4 m) 



>10 vapor concentrations > 
RBCv for separation distance 
up to 12 ft (3.7 m) 



Hexane  All vapor concentrations < 
RBCv 0 ft 



Five vapor concentrations > 
RBCv for separation distance 
up to 4 ft (1.2 m) 



N/A 



(continued)  
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Table 6. Summary of Results for Vertical Distance Method (continued) 



 Dissolved Source LNAPL Source—UST Sites 



LNAPL Source — Refinery, 
Fuel Terminal, Petrochemical 



Sites 



C5-8 Aliphatic Two vapor concentrations > 
RBCv for separation distance 
up to 3 ft (0.9 m) 



Five vapor concentrations > 
RBCv for separation distance 
up to 3 ft (0.9 m) 



N/A 



C9-12 
Aliphatic 



All vapor concentrations < 
RBCv 0 ft 



Eight vapor concentrations > 
RBCv for separation distance 
up to 2 ft (0.6 m) 



N/A 



C9-10 
Aromatic 



All vapor concentrations < 
RBCv 0 ft 



Four vapor concentrations > 
RBCv for separation distance 
up to 2 ft (0.6 m) 



N/A 



PKM = Probability estimated using Kaplan-Meier method for exceeding threshold. P1/2DL = Probability estimated using 
½ detection limit substitution method. 



• For LNAPL sources at UST sites, the findings were: 



– Approximately 95 percent of the benzene soil vapor concentrations are less than 
100 μg/m3 and 93 percent are less than 50 μg/m3 at a source-separation distance 
of approximately 15 ft (4.6 m) (Table 6 and Figures 18 to 20).  



– For all compounds, soil vapor concentrations decrease rapidly between about 5 
and 15 ft (1.5 m and 4.6 m). 



– For compounds other than benzene, the available data indicate that measured soil 
vapor concentrations are less than the risk-based concentrations beyond 11 ft 
(3.4 m).  



– There are significant differences in source soil vapor concentrations at small 
source-probe separation distances. The approximate maximum soil vapor 
concentrations were 3x107 μg/m3 for 2,2,4 TMP; 7x107 μg/m3 for benzene, 
hexane, and MtBE; 20,000 μg/m3 for 1,2,4 TMB; and 180 μg/m3 for naphthalene. 



– The elevated MtBE vapor concentrations are mostly for one site (Stafford) with 
residual LNAPL above the water table, and there was evidence for a complete 
MtBE vapor intrusion pathway at a house with a 6.5-ft LNAPL-basement 
separation. 



• For LNAPL sources at refinery, fuel terminal, or petrochemical (non-UST) sites, the 
findings were: 



– There are limited data for benzene beyond a 20-ft source-separation distance and 
limited data at all distances for other compounds. 



– Approximately 90 percent of the benzene soil vapor concentrations are less than 
the thresholds (50 and 100 μg/m3) at a source-separation distance of 
approximately 18 ft (5.5 m). The probability does not substantially increase above 
90 percent beyond 18 ft because data are limited for larger separation distances. 
The benzene vapor concentration versus distance plot indicates benzene vapor 
concentrations generally decrease by orders of magnitude between 10 and 30 ft 
(Table 6 and Figures 21 and 22). 
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– For compounds other than benzene, the available data indicate that measured soil 
vapor concentrations are less than the risk-based concentrations beyond 12 ft 
(3.6 m).  



– At the Mandan site, a very large diesel release (over 1 million gallons) led to 
elevated deep, near-source methane concentrations10 (Breyer and Cowart, 2004). 
The least attenuation between deep and shallow soil gas (8-ft distance) was 
observed for methane and naphthalene, for which the ratios of deep to shallow 
concentrations were 16 and 19, respectively. The greatest attenuation was 
observed for benzene where the ratio was about 260. Also, deep naphthalene 
vapor concentrations were up to 20,000 μg/m3, approximately two orders of 
magnitude greater than the maximum naphthalene concentration measured at 
other sites in the database.  



– At a refinery with a very large gasoline release (over 1 million gallons) and deep 
LNAPL source (about 55 ft [16.4 m] depth), the 2,2,4-TMP concentration 
remained elevated for separation distances as great as 45 ft (15 m).11  



The analysis results indicate benzene is the risk driver, with exceedances of the risk-based vapor 
concentrations occurring at larger contamination source–building separation distances compared 
to other compounds evaluated. There is less attenuation for 2,2,4-TMP compared to benzene, but 
2,2,4-TMP is not a risk driver because there is no U.S.EPA toxicity factor for it. 



                                                 
10 There were no oxygen data in the information reviewed. 
11 The reason for the 2,2,4-TMP trend at this site is not known, but the available data indicate significant temporal 
fluctuations in PHC vapor and oxygen concentrations that may be related to water table fluctuations and operation of 
a remediation system (ASTDR, 2011). In addition, Mickelski et al. (2010) in a review of data from this site suggests 
there may also be near surface–contamination sources, although the significance of such possible shallow sources on 
the 2,2,4-TMP concentrations is not well understood. 
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Figure 21. Vertical distance method–benzene, xylenes, and oxygen data for LNAPL sources at 



fuel terminal, refinery, and petrochemical (non-UST) sites. Red plots over blue. 
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Figure 22. Vertical distance method–2,2,4-trimethylpentane (TMP), naphthalene, and 1,2,4-



trimethylbenzene (TMB) data for LNAPL sources at fuel terminal, refinery, and 
petrochemical (non-UST) sites. 



7.2.2 Influence of Surface Cover 



The potential influence of a surface cover was evaluated through comparison of the probabilities 
of benzene soil vapor concentrations that are less than 100 μg/m3 for varying soil-separation 
distances and through analysis of oxygen concentrations for three different surface covers: 
(1) building concrete foundation, (2) pavement, and (3) ground cover12 (Figures 23 and 24). The 
datasets evaluated were limited to LNAPL sources because oxygen is not limiting for dissolved-
source sites. 



For LNAPL sources at UST sites, the probabilities of benzene soil vapor concentrations less than 
100 μg/m3 were highest for the building scenario, second highest for the ground-cover scenario, 
and lowest for the pavement scenario (Figure 23). Oxygen data are another important indicator 
of the possible effect of surface cover on aerobic biodegradation. The oxygen concentration 
trends were qualitatively similar for the pavement and ground-cover scenarios and indicated low 
(less than 2 percent) oxygen concentrations were limited to small separation distances (less than 
10 ft distance). Oxygen concentrations for the below-building scenario were higher than the 



                                                 
12 e.g., ground that is gravel-surfaced, grassy, or dirt-covered    
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pavement and ground cover scenarios for similar distances, but the dataset was relatively small 
(N=35).  



 
Figure 23. Comparison of probability for benzene soil vapor concentrations to be less than 



threshold and oxygen concentrations for different surface covers for LNAPL sources 
at UST sites. Below detection limit concentrations replaced with half the detection limit 
for analysis. 
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For LNAPL sources at fuel terminal, refinery, and petrochemical sites, the dataset is relatively 
small and the benzene probability analysis is variable. Therefore, it is not possible to infer 
potential differences between the scenarios (Figure 24). The oxygen results indicate the lowest 
concentrations for the building scenario, with seven data points with oxygen concentrations that 
were below 1 percent between 3 and 11 ft distance. Qualitatively, the oxygen concentrations for 
the pavement scenario were similar but somewhat higher than for the building scenario, and the 
concentrations for the ground-cover scenario were significantly higher than for the building 
scenario. 
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Figure 24. Comparison of probability for benzene soil vapor concentrations to be less than 



threshold and oxygen concentrations for different surface covers for LNAPL sources 
at all sites (UST, fuel terminal, refinery, and petrochemical). Below detection limit 
concentrations replaced with half the detection limit for analysis.  
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In summary, the type of surface cover did not appear to affect the probability analysis for 
benzene concentration thresholds (e.g., it did not indicate a consistently lower probability for 
data obtained below buildings). For UST sites, oxygen concentrations were lower at paved sites 
but not below buildings. For fuel terminal, refinery, and petrochemical sites, there was greater 
frequency of depleted oxygen for the below-building scenario, compared to the ground cover and 
pavement scenarios, which may be a result of larger petroleum releases at such sites and 
consequent greater oxygen demand, compared to typical releases at UST sites. 



7.2.3 Influence of Soil Type 



The potential influence of soil type was evaluated through comparison of the probabilities of 
benzene soil vapor concentrations less than 100 μg/m3 for varying soil-separation distances and 
for two general soil types: fine grained and coarse grained (Figure 25). The probabilities of 
benzene soil vapor concentrations less than 100 μg/m3 were similar for dissolved-source sites for 
the two soil types. For LNAPL source sites, the probabilities were between 6 and 16 percent 
greater for coarse-grained soils than those for fine-grained soils for small separation distances, 
but at larger separation distances, there is a reversal in the trend. The evaluation of data trends is 
limited by absence of data for fine-grained soils beyond a 14-ft separation distance. The analysis 
did not identify whether soil type has an influence on benzene soil vapor concentrations and 
probabilities of exceedances. 



 
Figure 25. Comparison of probability for benzene soil vapor concentrations to be less than the 



threshold for different soil types (coarse and fine grained). Below detection limit 
concentrations replaced with half the detection limit for analysis. 



Given the data available, it was not possible to conduct an empirical analysis of the potential 
effect of layered soil systems where, for example, fine-grained soils (that may be wet) overlie 
coarse-grained soils. The evaluation of case studies indicated one site where there may have been 
reduced vertical concentration attenuation of PHC vapors because of a geologic profile where a 
surficial clay layer overlay coarser-grained soil (Luo et al., 2010). 



7.3 Clean Soil Method 



The clean soil method (Davis, 2009; 2010) consists of an analysis of the thickness of un-
impacted clean soil (i.e., soil not impacted by LNAPL) required for soil vapor benzene 
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concentrations to attenuate to below 100 μg/m3. As described previously in Section 6, two 
interpolation procedures were used as part of the estimation process. Procedure 2 is considered a 
more representative method. The results of the analyses, shown in Table 7 and Figures 26 
through 28, are summarized as follows: 



• For dissolved-source sites, the 95th percentile clean soil thicknesses (calculated using 
Excel) for procedures 1 and 2 were 10 ft (3.0 m) and 5.4 ft (1.6 m), respectively 
(Figure 26). There was no trend between clean soil distance and dissolved benzene 
groundwater concentrations. This result was expected because of the observed poor 
correlation between groundwater and deep soil vapor concentrations described in 
Section 7.1.1. 



• For LNAPL sources at UST sites, the 95th percentile clean soil thicknesses 
(incorporating all the data) for procedures 1 and 2 were 13.9 ft (4.2 m) and 13.5 ft 
(4.1 m), respectively. There was an increase in the clean soil thicknesses for benzene 
groundwater concentrations greater than approximately 5 mg/L. For a small 
percentage of the data points (4 percent), an attenuation distance could not be 
calculated (green symbols on Figure 27). However, the omission of that small 
amount of data was not considered significant to the overall result. 



• For LNAPL sources at fuel terminal, refinery, and petrochemical sites, there were 
insufficient data to estimate percentiles (Figure 28).13 The estimated maximum clean 
soil thickness was approximately 20 ft (6.1 m). Approximately 26 percent of the data 
points represent vertical profile data where the shallowest benzene soil vapor 
concentration was greater than 100 μg/m3 (green symbols on Figure 28). 



Table 7. Summary of Results for Clean Soil Method  



Source Scenario 
and Facility Type Number Sites 



Number Data 
Points 



95th Percentile Clean Soil Thickness 
Procedure 1 Procedure 2 



Dissolved  47 170 10.0 ft (3.0 m) 5.4 ft (1.6 m) 



LNAPL- UST sites 53 172 13.9 ft (4.2 m) 13.5 ft (4.1 m) 



LNAPL – Fuel 
Terminal, Refinery, 
and Petrochemical 



Sites 



60 216 20.0 ft (6.1 m)a 16.2 ft (4.9 m)a 



Note: The above statistics include site data when no benzene groundwater concentration was available. 
a Values in italics are maximums because percentiles could not be calculated for non-UST LNAPL sites. 



                                                 
13 There were additional data where a clean soil thickness was calculated, but no benzene groundwater data were 
available near the soil vapor probe, and therefore these data could not be plotted. 
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Figure 26. Results of clean soil method for dissolved-source sites. 47 sites, N = 170. 



 



 



Figure 27. Results of clean soil method for LNAPL sources at UST sites. 53 sites, N = 172. 
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Figure 28. Results of clean soil method for LNAPL sources at fuel terminal, refinery, and 
petrochemical (non-UST) sites. 60 sites, N = 216. 



8. Discussion 
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complete PVI pathway, except for sites with very shallow contamination. For sites with LNAPL 
contamination, there is greater potential for oxygen limitations below buildings and a complete 
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analysis of surface type scenario indicated an apparent increase in frequency of depleted oxygen 
below building foundations for fuel terminal, refinery, and petrochemical sites, but not for UST 
sites.  



The mathematical modeling studies reviewed support the empirical analysis for dissolved PHC 
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buildings. For LNAPL vapor sources, three-dimensional model simulations for a residential 
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house scenario and homogeneous soil conditions predict that a vertical separation distance on the 
order of 23 ft (7.0 m) is required for aerobic reaction front development within the unsaturated 
zone below the building foundation. There are both potentially conservative aspects associated 
with the modeling studies reviewed (e.g., simulations did not include oxygen transport through 
the foundation) and non-conservative aspects (e.g., limited evaluation of layered soil deposits or 
larger buildings). The modeling results indicate further evaluation of factors potentially 
influencing oxygen supply and demand, such as source vapor concentration, source size, 
building size, surface cover, soil layer properties, and natural soil oxygen demand, is warranted 
for the LNAPL source scenario. 



8.2 Methods and Characteristics of the Database 



The results of the analysis may be used to derive inclusion distances based on the probability of 
vapor concentrations being less than defined thresholds for various separation distances between 
a benzene source and an overlying building and qualitative comparisons of soil vapor 
concentrations to risk-based soil vapor concentrations for other compounds. The clean soil 
method is also an acceptable method for defining inclusion distances, but is less accurate when 
the vertical concentration attenuation is poorly resolved (i.e., when soil gas probes are more than 
about 5 to 10 ft apart).  



The database is representative of a broad range of environmental site conditions, climatic 
conditions (including relatively dry areas such as Utah), soil types, and land-surface covers that 
may be found at UST sites. Although the data analysis suggests that the type of surface cover 
(e.g., building foundation, pavement, open ground) can have an effect on the attenuation of 
benzene vapor and oxygen concentrations, the database includes sub-slab or vapor data from 
deeper distances below buildings for 39 sites with small to medium sized buildings. The dataset 
is considered sufficiently large and robust such that exclusion distances derived from the analysis 
will include the potential influence of surface cover. 



The sources of uncertainty associated with the empirical analysis, and for which additional 
validation studies should be considered, include the following: 



• Influence of methanogenesis on oxygen demand and specifically the effect of ethanol 
content in gasoline on methane generation rates and aerobic biodegradation of PHC 
vapors;  



• Effect of extensive high organic matter content soils (e.g., peat) with potentially high 
natural oxygen demand;  



• Effect of possible capping through either large buildings and/or certain geologic 
conditions (wet surface clay underlain by coarse-grained soils) where there may be 
increased potential for oxygen limitations;  



• Limited knowledge of vapor attenuation behavior in fractured bedrocks (although the 
Australian database appears to indicate less attenuation than for soil geologic settings, 
as described in Appendix F).  



• Limited soil vapor data for fuel terminal, refinery, and petrochemical sites and vapor 
attenuation behavior of aliphatic compounds such as 2,2,4-TMP; and 
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• Absence of soil vapor data for lead scavengers, EDB and 1,2-DCA. 



8.3 Data Analysis Results  



For dissolved sources, the vertical distance method indicates that the probability of benzene 
vapor concentrations being less than the defined concentration thresholds (50 and 100 μg/m3) is 
94 to 97 percent (Kaplan-Meier statistics) for small source-separation distances (as little as 0 ft), 
meaning that PVI is unlikely to occur unless a dissolved source is very close to a building 
foundation. For development of exclusion distances for dissolved sites, allowance should be 
made for uncertainty in water table elevations due to seasonal variability. For LNAPL sources at 
UST sites, the vertical distance method indicates that there is a high probability that benzene 
vapor concentrations will be less than the defined thresholds at distances greater than about 15 ft 
(4.6 m) when just UST facilities are considered. For fuel terminal, refinery, and petrochemical 
sites, the data indicate larger distances are required for benzene vapor concentrations to attenuate 
to similarly low concentrations. 



The data indicate a weak correlation between benzene concentrations in groundwater and deep 
soil vapor for both dissolved and LNAPL sources. However, for the clean soil method, an 
approximate trend was observed where the clean soil thicknesses needed for benzene vapor 
attenuation increased when dissolved benzene concentrations were above approximately 5 mg/L 
(i.e., indicative of LNAPL source zones). The implication of this result is that there is a basis for 
utilizing groundwater concentrations to identify LNAPL source zones, but that groundwater 
concentrations cannot be correlated to inclusion distances. 



8.4 Exclusion Distance Assessment Framework 



The assessment framework for vertical exclusion distances requires identification of the PHC 
source type (dissolved phase or LNAPL) based on a sufficiently intensive and comprehensive 
site investigation and multiple lines of evidence approach for LNAPL indicators similar to that 
described earlier in this report (see Table 4), consisting of: 



• Collection of continuous soil cores in inferred LNAPL zones; 



• Field tests consisting of headspace vapor monitoring, shake and dye tests, visual 
observations, etc. 



• Groundwater monitoring for presence of LNAPL; 



• Monitoring of depth to groundwater including seasonal monitoring (needed to 
identify potential top of the contamination zone); 



• Soil and groundwater chemistry testing; 



• Geophysical methods such as ultraviolet induced fluorescence where available.  



• Soil gas monitoring data where available or warranted. 



It is recommended that LNAPL sites be identified primarily by direct indicators (i.e., LNAPL 
presence). Groundwater and soil concentration thresholds for benzene and potentially other 
chemical parameters may also be useful, but given the uncertainty in the relation between 
groundwater and soil vapor concentrations, groundwater and soil chemistry should not be the 
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primary factor for LNAPL indicator screening. If soil gas data are available, elevated aliphatic 
concentrations (e.g., hexane) may also be indirect indictor for the presence of LNAPL (e.g., see 
Appendix E and Lahvis et al., In prep.).  



Buffer distances to account for uncertainty in the empirical data and site investigation should be 
considered (i.e., relative to inclusion distances based on this analysis). There is uncertainty for all 
source scenarios considered, but it is greatest for fuel terminal, refinery, and petrochemical sites. 
Given that the thickness of clean soil (with no LNAPL present) is an important factor, the 
assessment framework should address data requirements for LNAPL source zone assessment and 
collection of data that may affect the inclusion distances, such as water table fluctuations, the 
height of the capillary fringe, and building location. The inclusion of soil gas testing and 
minimum oxygen thresholds in the framework would reduce the uncertainty in the assessment 
process but may not be warranted provided there is sufficient rigor in the site characterization 
approach to delineate PHC sources, define clean soil zones, and apply robust methods for 
identifying LNAPL versus dissolved sites.  



An inclusion distance approach for LNAPL sources should also include criteria designed to 
capture sites that fall outside of the findings of the above analysis, including  



• fuel terminal, refinery, and petrochemical sites (related to size of petroleum release),  



• high organic-rich soils (e.g., peat),  



• large building foundations (e.g., associated with apartment complexes or 
commercial/industrial buildings),  



• fractured bedrock, and  



• subsurface utilities that act as significant preferential pathways (i.e., where the utility 
connects a LNAPL-impacted soil zone with the building).  



Future research may indicate certain ethanol contents in gasoline may also warrant inclusion and 
PVI assessments because of their tendency to generate methane, and consume oxygen that is 
needed for the biodegradation of PHCs. 



Because the observed differences in vapor attenuation between UST and non-UST (e.g., fuel 
terminal, refinery, or petrochemical) sites are inferred to be associated primarily with the volume 
of the petroleum release, it might seem reasonable to try and define a threshold release volume of 
concern that would apply to UST sites. However, there are limited data that would enable 
definition of such a threshold, and a simpler approach based on site type is recommended given 
that releases at UST sites are typically much smaller than those at fuel terminal, refinery, or 
petrochemical sites.  



8.5 Lateral Inclusion Distances 



Greater attenuation of PHC vapors is expected when hydrocarbon sources are offset laterally 
from buildings compared with sources that are directly below buildings. The modeling studies 
reviewed in this report indicate greater hydrocarbon vapor attenuation in the lateral compared to 
vertical direction. In concept, the modeling results suggest similar lateral inclusion distances 
could be applied as the vertical distances estimated from the current analysis. However, from a 
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practical standpoint, the uncertainty associated with delineating a PHC source near existing or 
future buildings because of typical data collection density may warrant larger lateral distances 
than those based on the vertical distance analysis. Recommendation of lateral distances is beyond 
the scope of this report. 



8.6 Comparison with Other Studies 



Four different PHC data analysis efforts were conducted in roughly the same time frame as this 
one: 



• Davis [2009],  



• Lahvis et al. [In prep.],  



• Wright [2011], and  



• Peargin and Kolhatkar [2011]). 



All five analysis efforts (including this one) support essentially the same inclusion distances for 
PHC UST sites, in spite of differences in the base data analyzed and each study’s approach to the 
analysis. This suggests an underlying consistency in mechanisms for PHC biodegradation in the 
subsurface and supports the protectiveness of the use of these distances as inclusion criteria for 
UST petroleum release sites.  



9. Findings and Conclusions 



Approaches for assessing PVI that do not account for aerobic biodegradation processes are 
overly conservative because they do not take into account a proven mechanism for attenuating 
PHC concentrations in the subsurface. The statistical analysis of soil gas data drawn from the 
74 sites14 presented in this report and accompanying database, along with four similar but 
distinct efforts, provides an opportunity for developing a screening approach for PHC 
compounds. The inclusion distance approach is based on the observed attenuation of PHCs over 
a characteristic separation distance beyond which there is limited potential for a complete PVI 
pathway. The focus of this analysis was primarily on evaluating PVI at UST sites with petroleum 
fuel releases, although data from other types of sites (fuel terminals, petroleum refineries, 
petrochemical facilities) were also considered.  



Findings from analysis of dissolved sources in the PVI database include: 



• For the vertical distance method, approximately 97 percent of the benzene soil vapor 
concentrations are less than 100 μg/m3 and 94 percent of the concentrations are less 
than 50 μg/m3 for contamination source-to-building separation distances as small as 0 
ft. For other compounds evaluated, measured soil vapor concentrations are less than 
the risk-based concentrations for separation distances greater than 3 ft (0.9 m).  



• For the clean soil method, the 95th percentile vertical clean soil thickness for benzene 
vapor attenuation to below 100 μg/m3 is approximately 5.4 ft (1.6 m).  



                                                 
14 Some analyses and findings are based on fewer than 74 sites, see Appendix B for details on data. 
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• The analysis indicates there is a low probability of exceeding risk-based 
concentrations even for small separation distances.  



Findings from analysis of LNAPL sources at UST sites in the PVI database include: 



• Approximately 95 percent of the benzene soil vapor concentrations are less than 
100 μg/m3, and 93 percent of the concentrations are less than 50 μg/m3 at a 
contamination source-to-building separation of approximately 15 ft (4.6 m). For other 
compounds evaluated, measured soil vapor concentrations are less than the risk-based 
concentrations beyond 11 ft (3.4 m). 



• For the clean soil method, the 95th percentile vertical clean soil thickness for benzene 
vapor attenuation is approximately 13.5 ft (4.1 m).  



Findings from analysis of LNAPL sources at fuel terminal, refinery, and petrochemical (non-
UST) sites in the PVI database include: 



• For the vertical distance method, approximately 90 percent of the benzene soil vapor 
concentrations are less than the thresholds for a contamination source-to-building 
separation distance of approximately 18 ft (5.5 m); the probability does not increase 
beyond 90 percent beyond this distance because data are limited for larger separation 
distances. For other compounds evaluated, measured soil vapor concentrations are 
less than the risk-based concentrations beyond 12 ft (3.6 m). 



• For the clean soil method, there are insufficient data to estimate percentiles, but the 
maximum vertical clean soil thickness for benzene vapor attenuation is approximately 
20 ft (6.1m).  



Other conclusions from this work include: 



• The available data indicate benzene is the risk driver for the sites evaluated, with 
exceedances of the risk-based vapor concentrations for benzene occurring at larger 
contamination source–building separation distances than observed for the other PHCs 
with EPA toxicity values.  



• There was significantly less attenuation in vapor concentrations for the aliphatic 
hydrocarbon 2,2,4-TMP compared with benzene, although data were relatively 
limited. However 2,2,4-TMP does not have a toxicity benchmark and so cannot be 
evaluated in the vertical distance or clean soil method. 



• The data analysis indicates a poor correlation between benzene concentrations in 
groundwater and deep soil vapor taken above a groundwater source. The implication 
is that a screening approach for vapor intrusion based on groundwater concentrations 
is not appropriate for PVI sites. However, groundwater concentrations can be used as 
an approximation to identify LNAPL sources.  



• The analysis of surface cover indicated: 



– For LNAPL sources at UST sites, there were lower oxygen concentrations and 
less benzene vapor attenuation below paved surfaces, but not below buildings, 
compared to bare ground cover, and  
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– For fuel terminal and refinery sites, there were lower oxygen concentrations 
below buildings but not below paved surfaces. This finding may result from larger 
petroleum releases and consequent increased oxygen demand at such sites, 
compared with typical LNAPL releases at UST sites. 



These results are variable and not conclusive as to the effect of surface cover, but they 
suggest that there can be reduced oxygen availability below hard surfaces (pavement 
or building foundations) for the sites evaluated.   



• Because the vertical distance method evaluation includes soil vapor concentration 
data from below buildings at 39 sites, the results are considered reasonably robust 
with respect to the potential influence of surface cover (although further evaluation of 
this factor is recommended). 



Critical factors affecting PVI, and important metrics for site screening, include: 



• The facility type (UST versus fuel terminal, refinery, or petrochemical site), which 
influences the size of the release;  



• The PHC source type (dissolved versus LNAPL); and  



• The vertical separation distance between the source and receptor (building 
foundation). 



The mathematical modeling studies reviewed strongly support the empirical analysis and 
inclusion distances for dissolved sources. For LNAPL sources, the modeling generally supports 
the empirical analysis, but further evaluation of factors potentially influencing oxygen supply 
and demand is warranted. These factors include source vapor concentration, source size, building 
size, surface cover and soil layer properties, and natural soil oxygen demand. 



The findings of this report have important implications for PHC screening approaches based on 
the observed attenuation in PHC vapor concentrations and an inclusion distance approach. 
Inclusionary criteria or conditions not analyzed in this database, but where more detailed PVI 
assessment is considered warranted, include non-UST facilities, high organic-rich soils (e.g., 
peat), large building foundations (e.g., associated with apartment complexes or commercial or 
industrial buildings), and significant subsurface preferential pathways.  



Releases of certain ethanol blends of gasoline may also warrant additional consideration for 
inclusion and PVI assessments, although further research is required to determine the 
significance of ethanol content with respect to inclusion distances. Biodegradation of ethanol 
may generate methane at a greater rate than gasoline without ethanol, consuming oxygen that 
would otherwise be available for biodegradation of PHCs and thus increasing the potential for 
PVI. 



Inclusion criteria may not apply at sites where there is significant methane generation because of 
the potential for safety hazards, advective soil gas transport and reduced biodegradation of other 
PHCs (due to oxygen demand represented by methane). High methane generation potential has 
been documented at large diesel and gasoline spills at non-UST sites.  
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Appendix A. Review of Exclusion/Inclusion Distances in Existing 
Vapor Intrusion Guidance 



Many state regulatory approaches exclude sites from the need for PVI assessments if they are 
more than a specified distance from the source of vapor contamination. Distances applied in this 
context are referred to as inclusion distances in this report.15 A default distance adopted by many 
states is 100 ft (30 m) in the lateral, and in some cases, vertical direction. However, guidance for 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, Connecticut, and Massachusetts specifies a 15- to 30-ft (4.6- to 
9.1-m) exclusion or inclusion distance for aerobically biodegradable chemicals.16 New 
Hampshire and New Jersey specify this distance applies laterally and vertically, whereas 
Connecticut more generically indicates inclusion distances as extending from contaminated 
groundwater. The criterion for Massachusetts is dependent on whether volatile LNAPL is 
present. The technical justification for exclusion distance criteria is relatively limited or not 
provided in the guidance by these jurisdictions. This is understandable given that detailed 
evaluations of empirical data and/or modeling studies to support inclusion or exclusion distances 
are a recent development. 



Several states are in the process of developing or have recently developed guidance for PHCs 
based on a pathway exclusion or inclusion distance approach. A summary of guidance from New 
Jersey, California, and Wisconsin follows: 



• The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJ DEP, 2012) 
recommends a PVI investigation based on a 30-ft (9.1-m) critical distance criterion 
for PHC-related groundwater contamination and a 100-ft (30-m) criterion for PHC-
related free product contamination. As an alternative approach, NJ DEP (2012) 
allows for an exclusion distance approach based on benzene concentrations for 
gasoline contamination. A PVI investigation is not necessary if the vertical separation 
distance between the water table (all references to water table are for seasonal high 
conditions) and building slab is: 



– At least 10 ft (3.0 m) for a benzene groundwater concentration ≤ 1,000 μg/L; 



– At least 5 ft (1.5 m) for a benzene groundwater concentration ≤ 100 μg/L; or 



– At least 5 ft (1.5 m) for oxygen ≥ 2 percent (v/v) in the unsaturated zone and a 
benzene groundwater concentration ≤ 1,000 μg/L. 



The gasoline exclusion criteria apply only when all of the following four 
conditions are met: 1) The building is relatively small, 2) The area around the 
building is not extensively paved, 3) Clean soil exists between the water table and 



                                                 
15 States may use the term “inclusion distance” or “exclusion distance” in their guidance. Either term defines a safe 
distance between the petroleum source and likely receptors in buildings. In the main body of this document, we use 
inclusion distance, but in this appendix we may use either exclusion or inclusion, depending on which term was used 
in the state guidance we are discussing.  
16 The U.S. EPA’s 2002 Draft Guidance for Evaluating the Vapor Intrusion to Indoor Air Pathway from 
Groundwater and Soils specified vertical and lateral exclusion distances of 100 ft (30 m), based on empirical 
observations of the approximate distance from the interpolated edge of chlorinated solvent plumes where indoor 
vapor detections were observed. This guidance did not address vapor intrusion from petroleum releases. 
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the building, and 4) NAPL is not present within 30 ft (9.1 m) of the building 
(vertically and horizontally) (see NJ DEP [2012] for additional details). 



• The California EPA (2011) presents an exclusion distance approach to managing 
retail petroleum sites, characterized as a low-threat closure scenario. The exclusion 
distances were based on a review of empirical data (primarily Lahvis [2011] and 
Davis [2009]) and modeling studies (primarily Abreu et al. [2009]). Four scenarios 
are defined with the following benzene exclusion distance criteria: 



– Scenario 1—Unweathered LNAPL on groundwater:  
 A 30-ft (9.1-m) vertical bioattenuation zone between an unweathered LNAPL 



(residual or free‐phase) source and a building foundation. 



– Scenario 2—Unweathered LNAPL in soil:  
 A 30-ft (9.1 m) lateral and vertical separation distance between an 



unweathered LNAPL (residual or free‐phase) source in soil and a building 
foundation. 



– Scenario 3—Dissolved phase benzene concentrations in groundwater:  
 With no oxygen measurements: 



– A 5-ft (1.5 m) vertical separation distance between a dissolved‐phase 
benzene source < 100 μg/L and a building foundation.  



– A 10-ft (3.0 m) vertical exclusion distance for a dissolved‐phase benzene 
source < 1,000 μg/L and a building foundation.  



 With oxygen > 4 percent:  



– A 5-ft (1.5 m) vertical separation distance between a dissolved‐phase 
benzene source < 1,000 μg/L and a building foundation. 



– Scenario 4—Direct measurement of soil gas concentrations: 
 Application of a bioattenuation (additional attenuation) factor of 1,000 times 



to risk‐based soil gas criteria (i.e., vapor sources) located within 5 ft (1.5 m) of 
a building foundation. 



• Wisconsin’s Department of Natural Resources (2010) in their guidance states that 
where no petroleum odors are detected, PVI can be ruled out at most petroleum 
release sites with low source concentrations where there is 5 ft (1.5 m) in the 
horizontal and vertical directions of clean, unsaturated soil with an oxygen content ≥ 
5 percent between the residual petroleum and the building. Larger exclusion distances 
are specified when free product is present (30 ft [9.1 m]) or benzene concentrations in 
groundwater exceed 1 mg/L (20 ft [6.1 m]). When these distance thresholds and other 
criteria (e.g., no preferential pathways, no fractured bedrock) are met, a PVI 
assessment is not required.  
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Appendix B. Data Quality and Database Content 



Table B-1 provides data quality information by site in the PVI database. Each site was scored 
considering conceptual site model (CSM) robustness using a three-point ranking (3 highest, 1 
lowest) and data quality (DQ) using a five-point ranking (5 highest, 1 lowest). CSM robustness 
rankings included: 



• CSM-3: Well-developed CSM, appropriately located soil gas probes, vertical soil gas 
profiles, well-characterized contamination source (NAPL and dissolved), and 
available ancillary data (e.g., soil properties). 



• CSM-2: Less well-developed CSM with well-located probes but with more limited 
soil gas locations (e.g., single location), and a reasonably well characterized 
contamination source. 



• CSM-1: Limited data to develop CSM and to evaluate appropriateness of soil gas 
probe locations and results, generally a single soil gas location, limited or no CSM-
related information, and/or inadequate data to perform clean soil thickness analyses. 



DQ rankings were defined as follows: 



• DQ-5: Very high quality data, with fully documented QA/QC, permanent probes, 
leak tracer and/or pneumatic testing, and fixed gas data consistent with hydrocarbon 
vapor concentrations. In some cases, a site’s data have been given a 5 ranking when 
not all of these aspects were met, but when there is well-developed CSM and the 
research is peer reviewed. 



• DQ-4: High quality data, with QA/QC mostly documented, generally permanent 
probes and leak tracer testing, and fixed gas data that are consistent with hydrocarbon 
vapor concentrations. 



• DQ-3: Moderate quality data, with some QA/QC documentation and fixed gas data 
that may be limited in quantity or inconsistent with hydrocarbon vapor concentration 
data. 



• DQ-2: Low to moderate data quality, limited QA/QC documentation (but typically 
still collected under state program oversight), limited data documentation, no fixed 
gas results. Minimum data quality for inclusion in database analysis. 



• DQ-1: Low quality data, unacceptable data quality indicators or methods. Data 
excluded from all analyses. 



A detailed data quality table can also be found in the PVI database that accompanies this report.  



The PVI database contents are summarized in Tables B-2 and B-3. Table B-2 provides basic site 
information, including facility type, the type of release, soil type, building information, and what 
media were sampled (e.g., soil, groundwater, soil gas, indoor air). Table B-3 provides counts of 
by site and analyte of soil vapor analyses in PVI database.  
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Table B-1. Data Quality and Conceptual Site Model Robustness Information in PVI Database 



Site Name State 
CSM 



Ranka 



Data 
Quality 
Rankb Probe Type 



Leak 
Tracerc 



Purging 
Procedure? 



Pneu- 
matic 



Testing? 



Fixed 
Gas 



Data? 



Fixed Gas 
and HC 
Vapor 



Data Con-
sistent? 



Accept-
able VOC 
Analysis 
Method? 



VOC Analysis 
Method 



Labor-
atory 



QA/ QC? 



Peer 
Review or 
Research 
Program 



Federal or 
State 



Program Comment 



Alameda Naval 
Air Station 



CA 3 5 Permanent N Y Y Y Y Y GC/PID/FID/TCD Y Journal N 
  



Coachella CA 3 4 Driven N Y Y Y Y Y Field GC/PID N Journal N   
Huntington Beach CA 3 4 Driven N Y Y Y Y Y Field GC/PID N Journal N   
Mission Valley 
Terminal 



CA 2 4 Driven/ 
Permanent 



Y Y N Y Y Y EPA 8260B/TO-15 N N CA DTSC Geoprobe method used for 
driven probes 



Newport Beach CA 3 4 Driven N Y Y Y Y Y Field GC/PID N Journal N   
Port Hueneme CA 3 4 Permanent N N N Y Y Y TO-15, ASU GC/FID N Journal N   
Former Chevron 
Station 



CA 3 5 Permanent Y Y N Y Y Y TO-15 N N CA DTSC 
  



Dave's Amoco MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



NYM MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



Jacobsen 
Residence 



MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



Larsons 66 MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



D&E Sales MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



Moen Oil MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



Johnsons Auto MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



Midtown Service MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



John's Garage MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



Buchannon 
Nursing 



MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



(continued) 
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Table B-1. Data Quality and Conceptual Site Model Robustness Information in PVI Database (continued) 



Site Name State 
CSM 



Ranka 



Data 
Quality 
Rankb Probe Type 



Leak 
Tracerc 



Purging 
Procedure? 



Pneu- 
matic 



Testing? 



Fixed 
Gas 



Data? 



Fixed Gas 
and HC 
Vapor 



Data Con-
sistent? 



Accept-
able VOC 
Analysis 
Method? 



VOC Analysis 
Method 



Labor-
atory 



QA/ QC? 



Peer 
Review or 
Research 
Program 



Federal or 
State 



Program Comment 
Red & White 
Service 



MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



Side Lake Store MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



Ossippe Store MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



AC Oil MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



Schmunks MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



Kennys Oil MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



Settes Garage MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



Tilson Auto MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



Rogers Mobile MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



Rub-a-Dub MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



Long Shot 
Trucking 



MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



Eggens Oil MN 1 2 Unknown N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N MN PCA Data from MN PCA; limited 
documentation 



Chillum MD 2 2 Permanent N N N N NA Y TO-15 N N EPA R3   
Reuben's Market ME 3 3 Permanent Nd Y Y Y N Y TO-15 Y N ME DEP Elevated TPH vapor conc. 



and O2 conc. 
Cumberland 
Farm 1803 



ME 3 4 Permanent Nd Y Y Y Y Y TO-15 Y N ME DEP 
  



Cumberland 
Farm 1817 



ME 3 4 Permanent Nd Y Y Y Y Y TO-15 Y N ME DEP 
  



(continued) 
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Table B-1. Data Quality and Conceptual Site Model Robustness Information in PVI Database (continued) 



Site Name State 
CSM 



Ranka 



Data 
Quality 
Rankb Probe Type 



Leak 
Tracerc 



Purging 
Procedure? 



Pneu- 
matic 



Testing? 



Fixed 
Gas 



Data? 



Fixed Gas 
and HC 
Vapor 



Data Con-
sistent? 



Accept-
able VOC 
Analysis 
Method? 



VOC Analysis 
Method 



Labor-
atory 



QA/ QC? 



Peer 
Review or 
Research 
Program 



Federal or 
State 



Program Comment 
Twin Bridge 
Market 



ME 3 4 Permanent Nd Y Y Y Y Y TO-15 Y N ME DEP 
  



Cumberland 
Farm 1806 



ME 3 4 Permanent Nd Y Y Y Y Y TO-15 Y N ME DEP 
  



Cumberland 
Farm 1805 



ME 3 4 Permanent Nd Y Y Y Y Y TO-15 Y N ME DEP 
  



Cumberland 
Farm 1839 



ME 3 4 Permanent Nd Y Y Y Y Y TO-15 Y N ME DEP 
  



Cumberland 
Farm 1822 



ME 3 4 Permanent Nd Y Y Y Y Y TO-15 Y N ME DEP 
  



7-Eleven ME 3 3 Permanent Nd Y Y Y N Y TO-15 Y N ME DEP Elevated TPH vapor conc. 
and O2 conc. 



Cumberland 
Farm 1836 



ME 2 4 Permanent Y Y Y Y Y Y TO-15 Y N ME DEP 
  



Cumberland 
Farm 1829 



ME 2 4 Permanent Nd Y Y Y Y Y TO-15 Y N ME DEP 
  



Cumberland 
Farm 1842 



ME 1 4 Permanent Nd Y Y Y Y Y TO-15 Y N ME DEP Site not analyzed; soil gas 
data are limited 



Cumberland 
Farm 1834 



ME 1 4 Permanent Nd Y Y Y Y Y TO-15 Y N ME DEP Site not included; soil gas 
data are limited 



Mandan ND 2 4 Permanent Y Y N Y Y Y TO-15, TO-13 Y Conference N AEHS presentation; good 
notes 



BP Paulsboro NJ 3 4 Permanent N N N Y Y Y TO-15, ASU GC/FID N Thesis N   
Hulme Street NJ 3 4 Permanent Y Y N Y Y Y TO-15 Y NJDEP NJ DEP   
Stafford NJ 3 5 Permanent Y Y N Y Y Y TO-15 Y NJDEP NJ DEP   
BP Akron OH 2 3 Permanent N N N Y N Y TO-15, ASU GC/FID N Thesis N   
BP Columbiana OH 2 4 Permanent N N N Y Y Y TO-15, ASU GC/FID N Thesis N   
BP Conneaut OH 2 4 Permanent N N N Y Y Y TO-15, ASU GC/FID N Thesis N   
BP Kent OH 2 4 Permanent N N N Y Y Y TO-15, ASU GC/FID N Thesis N   



(continued) 
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Table B-1. Data Quality and Conceptual Site Model Robustness Information in PVI Database (continued) 



Site Name State 
CSM 



Ranka 



Data 
Quality 
Rankb Probe Type 



Leak 
Tracerc 



Purging 
Procedure? 



Pneu- 
matic 



Testing? 



Fixed 
Gas 



Data? 



Fixed Gas 
and HC 
Vapor 



Data Con-
sistent? 



Accept-
able VOC 
Analysis 
Method? 



VOC Analysis 
Method 



Labor-
atory 



QA/ QC? 



Peer 
Review or 
Research 
Program 



Federal or 
State 



Program Comment 
Former Refinery OK 3 4 Permanent Y Y N Y Y Y TO-15, TO-3, Landtec Y Book N Chapter in peer-reviewed 



book 
Beaufort SC 3 4 Permanent N Y N Y Y Y  N Journal N   
Bountiful Bicycle UT 3 4 Permanent Y Y N Y Y Y TO-15 Y N UT DEQ   
Gas & Go #7 UT 3 4 Permanent Ye N N Y Y Y TO-15 Y N UT DEQ   
Gold Cross 
Ambulance 



UT 3 3 Permanent N Y N N N/A Y TO-15 Y N UT DEQ 
  



Hal's Chevron UT 3 5 Permanent Y Y N Y Y Y TO-15 Y USEPA 
ORD 



UT DEQ 
  



Handi Mart UT 1 2 Driven N N N Y Y Unknown Unknown N Thesis UT DEQ Utah State Univ, Ryan 
Dupont 



#102 Chevron UT 3 4 Permanent Y Y N Y Y Y EPA 8260B Y N UT DEQ   
Logan Food Mart UT 3 3 Permanent N Y N N N/A Y TO-15 Y N UT DEQ   
Price Rental 
Property 



UT 2 3 Permanent N Y N N N/A Y TO-15 Y N UT DEQ 
  



Salina Cash 
Saver 



UT 3 5 Permanent Y N N Y Y Y TO-15 Y N UT DEQ 
  



Jenkins UT 3 5 Permanent N Y N Y Y Y TO-15 Y N UT DEQ   
Wheel-In Market UT 3 3 Permanent N N N N N/A Y TO-15 Y N UT DEQ   
Teasdale Country 
Store 



UT 3 2 Driven N N N Yf N/A Y TO-15 Y N UT DEQ 
  



Tesoro #40 UT 3 5 Permanent N Y N Y Y Y TO-15 Y N UT DEQ   
7-Eleven #23387 UT 3 4 Permanent Y Y N Y Y Y TO-15 Y N UT DEQ   
Refinery Site na 3 4 Permanent N N N Y Y Y TO-15, ASU GC/FID N Thesis N   
Chatterton 
Research Site 



BC 3 5 Permanent N Y Y Y Y Y Field GC/PID Y Thesis N/A 
  



Ottawa ON 1 1 Permanent N N N N N/A N Field detector N N N/A   
North Battleford SK 3 5 Permanent Y Y Y Y Y Y TO-15 Y Journal N/A   



(continued) 
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Table B-1. Data Quality and Conceptual Site Model Robustness Information in PVI Database (continued) 



Site Name State 
CSM 



Ranka 



Data 
Quality 
Rankb Probe Type 



Leak 
Tracerc 



Purging 
Procedure? 



Pneu- 
matic 



Testing? 



Fixed 
Gas 



Data? 



Fixed Gas 
and HC 
Vapor 



Data Con-
sistent? 



Accept-
able VOC 
Analysis 
Method? 



VOC Analysis 
Method 



Labor-
atory 



QA/ QC? 



Peer 
Review or 
Research 
Program 



Federal or 
State 



Program Comment 
Peace River AB 3 5 Permanent Y Y Y Y Y Y TO-15 Y N N/A   
Fort Ware BC 3 4 Permanent Y Y N Y Y Y TO-15 Y N N/A   
Perth AUWA 3 4 Permanent N N N Y Y Y GC/MS/TCD N Journal N/A   



Notes 
a CSM-3: Well-developed CSM, appropriately located soil gas probes, vertical soil gas profiles, well characterized contamination source (NAPL vs. dissolved) and ancillary data (e.g., soil properties) 
 CSM-2: Less well-developed CSM with well located probes, but with more limited soil gas locations (e.g., single location), reasonably well characterized contamination source 
 CSM-1: Limited data to develop CSM on and to evaluate appropriateness of soil gas probe locations, generally single soil gas location 
b DQ-5: Very high quality data, QA/QC is fully documented, includes permanent probes, leak tracer and pneumatic testing, and fixed gas data that is consistent with hydrocarbon vapor concentrations. In some cases, site 



data has been given a 5 ranking when not all aspects met, but when there is well-developed CSM and peer-reviewed research program. 
 DQ-4: High quality data, QA/QC is mostly documented, generally includes permanent probes and leak tracer testing, includes fixed gas data that is consistent with hydrocarbon vapor concentrations. 
 DQ-3: Moderate quality data, some QA/QC documentation, generally fixed gas data, but may be limited in quantity or inconsistent with hydrocarbon vapor concentration data. 
 DQ-2: Low to moderate data quality, limited QA/QC documentation (but typically still collected under state program), limited data, no fixed gas results. Minimum data quality for inclusion in database analysis. 
 DQ-1: Low quality data, unacceptable data quality indicators or methods. Data excluded from all analysis. 
c Leak test results acceptable except as noted. 
d While Maine sites did not include leak tracer testing, relatively extensive fixed gas analyses were performed. In addition, the fixed gas concentrations before and after collection of the Summa canisters were obtained and 



reviewed for consistent concentrations 
e One in seven samples failed the leak tracer test (iso-propanol>10,000 µg/m3) 
f Limited data (one sample). 
CA DTSC = California Department of Toxic Substances Control; ME DEP = Maine Department of Environmental Protection; MN PCA = Minnesota Pollution Control Authority; 
EPA R3 = U.S. EPA Region 3; NJ DEP = New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection; UT DEQ = Utah Department of Environmental Quality; 
Y = yes; N = no; N/A = not applicable; na = not available 
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Table B-2. Summary of Site Information in PVI Database 



Site Name City Country 
State or 
Province 



Contami-
nation 
Source 



Vapor 
Source 
Type Soil Type Site Type 
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Foundation 



Type Media Sampled 
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Alameda Naval 
Air Station 



Alameda USA CA G LNAPL Coarse UST 1   o   538   o   o O o   



Coachella Coachella USA CA G LNAPL Coarse Terminal                   O     
Huntington 
Beach 



Huntington 
Beach 



USA CA G LNAPL Coarse UST                   O   o 



Mission Valley 
Terminal 



San Diego USA CA G, D, J, E LNAPL Coarse/Fine Terminal 2   o o 1,500–
7,200 



  o   o O o   



Newport Beach Newport Beach USA CA G LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                   O     
Port Hueneme Port Hueneme USA CA G LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                 o O   o 
Former Chevron 
Station #9-5669 



South San 
Francisco 



USA CA G LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                 o O   o 



Dave's Amoco N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                 o O   o 
NYM N/A USA MN G* Dis Coarse UST                 o O   o 
Jacobsen 
Residence 



N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Fine UST                 o O   o 



Larsons 66 N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                 o O   o 
D&E Sales N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                 o O   o 
Moen Oil N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                 o O   o 
Johnsons Auto N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                 o O   o 
Midtown Service N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                 o O   o 
John's Garage N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis N/A UST                   O     



(continued) 
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Table B-2. Summary of Site Information in PVI Database (continued) 



Site Name City Country 
State or 
Province 



Contami-
nation 
Source 



Vapor 
Source 
Type Soil Type Site Type 



Building Use 
Foundation 



Type Media Sampled 
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Buchannon 
Nursing Home 



N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                 o o   o 



Red & White 
Service 



N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                 o o   o 



Side Lake Store N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                 O o   o 
Ossippe Store N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                 O o   o 
AC Oil N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                 O o   o 
Schmunks N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                 O o   o 
Kennys Oil N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Fine UST                 O o   o 
Settes Garage N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Fine UST                   o     
Tilson Auto N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Fine UST                   o     
Rogers Mobile N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Fine UST                 O o   o 
Rub-a-Dub N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                 O o   o 
Long Shot 
Trucking 



N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Fine UST                 O o     



Eggens Oil N/A USA MN G* LNAPL/Dis Fine UST                 O o   o 
Chillum site Maryland USA MD G LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                 O o     
Reuben's Market Milo USA ME G LNAPL/Dis Coarse/Fine UST 1   o   N/A   o   O o o e o 
Cumberland 
Farm 1803 



Sandford USA ME G LNAPL Coarse UST 1 O     N/A o     O o o   



(continued) 
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Table B-2. Summary of Site Information in PVI Database (continued) 



Site Name City Country 
State or 
Province 



Contami-
nation 
Source 



Vapor 
Source 
Type Soil Type Site Type 



Building Use 
Foundation 



Type Media Sampled 



Nu
m



be
r B



ui
ld



in
gs



 



Re
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Cumberland 
Farm 1817 



Berwick USA ME G LNAPL/Dis V.Coarse UST                 O o     



Twin Bridge 
Market 



Leeds USA ME G LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                 O o   o 



Cumberland 
Farm 1806 



South Portland USA ME G LNAPL Coarse UST                 O o   o 



Cumberland 
Farm 1805 



Portland USA ME G LNAPL/Dis V.Coarse/Coarse UST 1     o 3,900   o   O o o e o 



Cumberland 
Farm 1839 



Portland USA ME G LNAPL/Dis Coarse/Fine UST                 O o     



Cumberland 
Farm 1822 



Saco USA ME G LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST 1               O o o   



7-Eleven Lewiston USA ME G LNAPL/Dis Coarse/Fine UST 2 O o   1,500–
2,000 



o o   O o o e   



Cumberland 
Farm 1836 



North Windham USA ME G LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST 1     o 5,000   o   O o o   



Cumberland 
Farm 1829 



Augusta USA ME G Dis V.Coarse UST                 O o     



BP Paulsboro Paulsboro USA NJ G LNAPL Coarse Terminal 1 O     N/A o     O o o o 
Hulme Street Mount Holly USA NJ G Dis Coarse UST 3 O     400 o   o O o o o 
Stafford Stafford USA NJ G LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST 5 O     600–



800 
o     O o o o 



Mandan Mandan USA ND D LNAPL Fine Refinery 13 O o o varies o  o o o  o 
(continued) 
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Table B-2. Summary of Site Information in PVI Database (continued) 



Site Name City Country 
State or 
Province 



Contami-
nation 
Source 



Vapor 
Source 
Type Soil Type Site Type 



Building Use 
Foundation 



Type Media Sampled 
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BP Akron Akron USA OH G LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST                   O   o 
BP Columbiana Columbiana USA OH G LNAPL Fine Terminal                   o   o 
BP Conneaut Conneaut USA OH G LNAPL Coarse UST                   o   o 
BP Kent Kent USA OH G LNAPL V.Coarse UST                   o   o 
Former Refinery not specified USA OK G LNAPL Fine Refinery 1  o  775  o   o o  
Beaufort Beaufort USA SC G LNAPL Fine UST                 O o     
Bountiful Bicycle Bountiful USA UT G LNAPL Fine UST                       o 
Gas & Go #7 North Salt Lake USA UT G LNAPL/Dis Fine UST                 o o     
Gold Cross 
Ambulance 



Salt Lake City USA UT G Dis Fine UST 2 O   o 1,500–
10,000 



  o   O o o o 



Hal's Chevron Green River USA UT G LNAPL/Dis Fine UST 2   o   625–
2,500 



o     O o o o 



Handi Mart Midvale USA UT G LNAPL Coarse UST                   o   o 
#102 Chevron Jacksons USA UT G Dis Coarse UST 4 O o   N/A o o   O o o   
Logan Food Mart Logan USA UT G Dis Fine UST 1   o   N/A   o   O   o o 
Price Rental 
Property 



Price USA UT G LNAPL Coarse UST 1   o   N/A               



Salina Cash 
Saver 



Salina USA UT G LNAPL Coarse UST 1     o 2,700   o     o o o 



Jenkins Oil Santa Clara USA UT G LNAPL/Dis Fine UST 1   o   1,350   o   O o o   
Wheel-In Market Salt Lake City USA UT G LNAPL Fine UST 1   o   N/A   o   O   o e   



(continued) 
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Table B-2. Summary of Site Information in PVI Database (continued) 



Site Name City Country 
State or 
Province 



Contami-
nation 
Source 



Vapor 
Source 
Type Soil Type Site Type 



Building Use 
Foundation 



Type Media Sampled 
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Teasdale 
Country Store 



Teasdale USA UT G LNAPL Coarse UST 1   o   N/A o     O   o o 



Tesoro #40 Salt Lake USA UT G Dis Fine UST 2 O     2,200 o 
1/2 



    O   o   



7-Eleven #23387 Murray USA UT G LNAPL Fine UST                 O O     
Refinery Site Hooven USA - G,D LNAPL Coarse Refinery                 O O     
Peace River Peace River Canada AB G LNAPL Fine/Coarse UST 0        o O   
Chatterton 
Research Site 



Delta Canada BC BTX LNAPL Coarse Refinery 1 O     610   o   O O o   



Fort Ware Fort Ware Canada BC D LNAPL V. Coarse UST 0        o O   
Ottawa Ottawa Canada ON G,D Dis Fine UST                 O O     
North Battleford North Battleford Canada SK G LNAPL/Dis Coarse UST 1 O           o O O o o 
Perth Perth Australia WAus K LNAPL Coarse Refinery 1     o 2,700   o           
For contamination type: G = gasoline, D = diesel, J = jet fuel, E = ethanol, K = kerosene; G* for MN sites inferred to be gasoline-impacted sites, but no confirmatory data provided. 
Dis = dissolved. An arbitrary threshold for smaller versus larger building was set as 2,500 ft2. 
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Table B-3. Soil Vapor Analyses in PVI Database 



Site Name City Be
nz



en
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Alameda Naval Air Station Alameda 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 Iso-pentane 0 12 12 8 
Coachella Coachella 27 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 26 25 26 
Huntington Beach Huntington 



Beach 
26 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 26 26 26 



Mission Valley Terminal San Diego 84 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 84 TPHg 8260 0 24 22 0 
Newport Beach Newport Beach 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 20 20 20 
Port Hueneme Port Hueneme 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 62 GC/FID 0 55 47 0 
Former Chevron Station 
#9-5669 



South San 
Francisco 



27 18 18 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 Modified TO-3 GC/FID 0 18 18 9 



Dave's Amoco N/A 4 4 4 4 0 0 4 4 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
NYM N/A 4 4 4 4 0 0 4 4 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Jacobsen Residence N/A 4 4 4 4 0 0 4 4 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Larsons 66 N/A 4 4 4 4 0 0 3 4 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
D&E Sales N/A 4 4 4 4 0 0 4 4 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Moen Oil N/A 4 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Johnsons Auto N/A 4 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Midtown Service N/A 10 0 0 0 0 0 10 10 0 0 10 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
John's Garage N/A 4 4 4 4 0 0 4 4 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Buchannon Nursing Home N/A 4 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Red & White Service N/A 4 4 4 4 0 0 4 4 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Side Lake Store N/A 5 2 2 2 0 0 5 5 0 0 5 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Ossippe Store N/A 4 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 



(continued) 
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Table B-3. Soil Vapor Analyses in PVI Database (continued) 



Site Name City Be
nz
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Ossippe Store N/A 4 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
AC Oil N/A 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Schmunks N/A 4 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Kennys Oil N/A 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Settes Garage N/A 4 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Tilson Auto N/A 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Rogers Mobile N/A 3 3 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Rub-a-Dub N/A 4 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Long Shot Trucking N/A 4 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Eggens Oil N/A 3 1 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 TPH as Gas 0 0 0 0 
Chillum site Maryland 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 
Reuben's Market Milo 7 7 7 7 7 0 0 0 7 7 7 MADEP APH 7 7 7 7 
Cumberland Farm 1803 Sandford 3 3 3 3 3 0 0 0 3 3 3 MADEP APH 3 5 5 5 
Cumberland Farm 1817 Berwick 6 6 6 6 6 0 0 0 5 6 6 MADEP APH 6 6 6 4 
Twin Bridge Market Leeds 4 4 4 4 4 0 0 0 4 4 4 MADEP APH 4 4 4 4 
Cumberland Farm 1806 South Portland 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 MADEP APH 1 1 1 1 
Cumberland Farm 1805 Portland 28 28 28 28 28 0 0 0 28 28 28 MADEP APH 28 28 28 28 
Cumberland Farm 1839 Portland 9 9 9 9 9 0 0 0 9 9 9 MADEP APH 9 9 9 9 
Cumberland Farm 1822 Saco 2 2 2 2 2 0 0 0 2 2 2 MADEP APH 2 2 2 2 
7-Eleven Lewiston 17 17 17 17 17 0 0 0 17 17 17 MADEP APH 17 17 17 17 
Cumberland Farm 1836 North Windham 5 5 5 5 5 0 0 0 5 5 5 MADEP APH 5 5 5 4 
Cumberland Farm 1829 Augusta 5 4 5 5 5 0 0 0 5 5 5 MADEP APH 5 5 5 5 



(continued) 
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Table B-3. Soil Vapor Analyses in PVI Database (continued) 



Site Name City Be
nz



en
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Mandan Mandan 4 0 4 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 2 
BP Paulsboro Paulsboro 11 11 11 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 GRO (8015) 0 18 18 7 
Hulme Street Mount Holly 8 8 8 8 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 2 1 0 
Stafford Stafford 14 14 14 14 0 14 12 12 12 0 0 N/A 0 4 0 0 
BP Akron Akron 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 GRO (8015) 0 9 9 0 
BP Columbiana Columbiana 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 GRO (8015) 0 4 4 0 
BP Conneaut Conneaut 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 GRO (8015) 0 3 3 0 
BP Kent Kent 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 GRO (8015) 0 4 4 0 
Former refinery OK (not 



specified) 
4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 TO-3, TO-15 0 4 3 2 



Beaufort Beaufort 9 6 3 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 Select C6-9 ali & aro 
cmpd's 



0 9 9 0 



Bountiful Bicycle Bountiful 14 14 14 14 8 0 6 6 0 0 14 TO-15  0 6 7 0 
Gas & Go #7 North Salt Lake 15 15 15 15 15 0 0 0 0 0 15 TPH (relative to 



MW=100 TMB) 
0 15 15 15 



Gold Cross Ambulance Salt Lake City 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 TO-15  0 0 0 0 
Hal's Chevron Green River 127 14 14 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 127 Modified TO-3 GC/FID 0 68 66 31 
Handi Mart Midvale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 N/A 0 3 3 0 
#102 Chevron Jacksons 55 44 44 56 42 0 0 0 0 0 56 Modified TO-3 GC/FID 0 56 56 56 
Logan Food Mart Logan 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 
Price Rental Property Price 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 
Salina Cash Saver Salina 14 14 14 14 14 0 0 0 0 0 14 GRO as TMB 0 14 14 0 
Jenkins Oil Santa Clara 63 63 63 63 63 0 50 50 23 0 63 TO-15 GRO at 



MW=100 
0 63 62 63 



(continued) 
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Table B-3. Soil Vapor Analyses in PVI Database (continued) 



Site Name City Be
nz
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Wheel-In Market Salt Lake City 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 TO-15  0 0 0 0 
Teasdale Country Store Teasdale 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 N/A 0 2 2 0 
Tesoro #40 Salt Lake 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 0 0 4 TO-15 (C5-11) 0 2 2 0 
7-Eleven #23387 Murray 5 5 5 5 3 0 0 0 0 0 5 Modified TO-3 GC/FID 0 5 5 5 
Refinery Site Unknown 53 0 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 53 N/A 0 31 31 0 
Peace River Peace River 3 3 3 3 0 3 3 3 0 0 3 CCME F1+F2 0 3 3 3 
Chatterton Research 
Site 



Delta 63 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 24 0 0 



Fort Ware Fort Ware 3 3 3 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 CCME F1+F2 0 3 3 3 
Ottawa Ottawa 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 Gastector 0 7 7 0 
North Battleford North 



Battleford 
9 9 9 9 0 9 5 0 0 0 9 TO-15 C6-10 0 9 9 5 



Perth Perth 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 0 0 17 8 0 
                                    
Number Sites with Data   69 39 40 40 20 6 22 21 13 11 62 N/A 11 44 42 27 
Total Number Analyses   893 368 372 387 243 46 150 146 121 87 782 N/A 87 655 603 367 
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Appendix C. Analysis of Australian PVI Database 



C.1 Introduction 



Wright (2011, 2012) compiled a database of paired petroleum hydrocarbon soil vapor and 
groundwater source concentrations over 3 years from sites in Australia, as summarized in Table 
C-1. The data were obtained from 124 sites across Australia as geographically located in Figure 
C-1. The contents of the Australian database are summarized in Table C-1.  



Table C-1. Summary of petroleum hydrocarbon data within Australian database 



Information 
sources 



1083 paired soil vapor and groundwater source concentrations from 124 sites 
Vapor data from single and nested wells, 12% of which are sub-slab 



Site types 120 USTs, 1 refinery, 2 pipeline leak sites, 1 fuel terminal 
Data reported Benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene and xylenes (BTEX); volatile total petroleum hydrocarbon 



fractions (TPH); and hexane (soil vapor only); measurements of oxygen, carbon dioxide, and 
methane in the soil profile; source type and site characteristics include type of surface cover 
(building, pavement, ground) 



Geographic 
Locations 



43% of sites from Victoria (VIC), 29% from New South Wales (NSW), 10% from South Australia 
(SA), 7% from Australian Capital Territory (ACT), 4% from Queensland (QLD), 3% from Western 
Australia (WA), and remaining 4% from Tasmania (TAS) and the Northern Territory (NT) 



Contamination 
Sources 



Dissolved phase (28% data) and NAPL (72% data) from petrol and/or diesel sources 



Soil types The dominant soil types comprise sand (13%), clay (42%), and sandy clay (45%). 
41% of all data sites include groundwater within a fractured rock system and where at least one 
soil vapor probe was completed within fractured rock. 



 



 



Figure C-1. Geographical Distribution of Sites in Australian Database. 
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C.2 Climatic Information 



Victoria (VIC): The majority of the sites are located in suburbs of Melbourne, the capital city of 
Victoria. Temperatures in Melbourne range from an average of 43 to 55°F (6 to 13°C) in winter 
to 54 to 79°F (12 to 26°C) in summer. Melbourne can experience extreme heat, because of the 
movement of hot dry air from central Australia, resulting in temperatures above 104°F (40°C). 
Mean rainfall in Melbourne is 26 inches (650 mm) per year. 



New South Wales (NSW): The majority of the sites are located in suburbs of Sydney, the capital 
city of NSW. Sydney’s weather is temperate, with the city’s temperatures moderated by its 
location close to the ocean. Temperatures in Sydney range from an average of 8 to 16°C in 
winter to 43 to 77°F (13 to 25°C) in summer. Sydney’s weather can be influenced by the 
movement of warm/hot moist air from the north (Queensland) or from the movement of hot dry 
air from central Australia. Mean rainfall in Sydney is 48 inches (1,213 mm) per year. Regional 
areas of NSW experience hotter, drier conditions than Sydney. 



Australian Capital Territory (ACT): The ACT, which largely comprises Canberra and urban 
suburbs, is located within NSW, inland and south of Sydney. The climate has warm to hot 
summers and cool to cold winters. Temperatures in Canberra range from an average of 32 to 
55°F (0 to 13°C) in winter to 46 to 82°F (8 to 28°C) in summer. Mean precipitation in Canberra 
is 24 inches (616 mm) per year. 



Queensland (QLD): The majority of the sites are located in suburbs of Brisbane, the capital city 
of QLD, located in the southeast corner of the state. Brisbane has a humid subtropical climate 
with warm to hot humid summers and dry to moderately warm winters. Temperatures in 
Brisbane range from an average of 48 to 70°F (9 to 21°C) in winter to 64 to 86°F (18 to 30°C) in 
summer. Mean rainfall in Melbourne is 39 inches (986 mm) per year. 



South Australia (SA): The majority of the sites are located in suburbs of Adelaide, the capital 
city of SA. Adelaide has a hot Mediterranean climate resulting in cool, wet winters and hot, dry 
summers. Temperatures in Adelaide range from an average of 45 to 59°F (7 to 15°C) in winter to 
57 to 84°F (14 to 29°C) in summer. Adelaide can experience extreme heat and extended heat 
wave conditions, because of the movement of hot dry air from central Australia, resulting in 
temperatures above 104°F (40°C). Adelaide is the driest capital city in Australia, with highly 
variable and unreliable rainfall. Mean rainfall in Adelaide is 21 inches (546 mm) per year. North 
of Adelaide, in regional inland areas, the climate is hotter and drier. 



Western Australia (WA): The majority of the sites are located in suburbs of Perth, the capital 
city of WA. Perth has a temperate to Mediterranean climate resulting in cool, wet winters and 
hot, dry summers. Temperatures in Perth range from an average of 45 to 57°F (7 to 14°C) in 
winter to 61 to 88°F (16 to 31°C) in summer. Mean rainfall in Perth is 33 inches (850 mm) per 
year. East, north, and northeast of Perth are drier desert areas that experience a more significant 
and distinctive wet (winter) season and dry (summer) season. 



The database includes some areas of Australia that are dry: 



• Loxton, SA—mean annual rainfall is 10 inches (264 mm); 
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• Barham NSW—mean annual rainfall is 15 inches (373 mm); and 



• Cleve SA—mean annual rainfall is 16 inches (400 mm). 



Note that from 2000 to 2010 Australia was in drought with most locations experiencing rainfall 
much lower than average. All data in the Australian PVI database were collected between 2004 
and 2010. 



C.3 Data Evaluation and Filters 



The criteria and filters applied by Wright (2011, 2012) for the data evaluation were 



• presence of overlying clean soil, 



• determination of the presence of NAPL, 



• conceptual model qualifier, and 



• data quality (DQ) qualifier. 



The criteria used for determining the presence of overlying clean soil were the following: 



• Available data do not suggest the presence of petroleum contamination in overlying 
soil. 



• Insufficient data are available to determine whether the overlying soil is 
contaminated, so these locations may be affected by petroleum hydrocarbons in 
overlying soil. 



• Overlying soil is known to be affected by the presence of petroleum hydrocarbons or 
the location is directly adjacent to operational fuel infrastructure where impacts are 
present. 



The following criteria were used to determine the presence of NAPL: 



• Field observations noted as phase-separated hydrocarbon, free product or a sheen; 



• Near effective solubility: consisting of benzene groundwater concentrations greater 
than 3 to 10 mg/L, sum of BTEX greater than 20 mg/L (for petrol (gasoline) sites); 
TPH (C6-14) greater than 30 mg/L (for petrol sites; value selected to account for 
BTEX up to 20 mg/L and aliphatics concentrations of approximately 10 mg/L); and 
TPH(C10-14) greater than 5 mg/L (for diesel sites); 



• Methane in soil gas greater than 10 percent; 



• Aliphatics (hexane) in soil gas >1,000 µg/m3; and 



• Aliphatics (TPH) in soil gas >50,000 µg/m3 (where no hexane is reported). 



Data characterized as LNAPL based solely based on elevated aliphatics in soil gas were not 
included in the assessment where source concentrations are considered because these sites have 
poor source (groundwater) data.  
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The CSM Qualifier consisted of a five-point ranking (5-highest, 1-lowest) based on the following 
criteria: 



• 3–5: Data collected from appropriate locations on the site using nested soil gas (SG) 
wells (preferred) or single point wells that include locations close to the source and 
through the profile, with the further ranking between 3 and 5 based on quantity and 
other factors (e.g., soil property data, hydrogeologic data). 



• 2: Data collected from appropriate locations on the site using single or nested SG 
wells that do not extend close enough to the source to enable an understanding of 
subsurface attenuation. 



• 1: Data collected either from inappropriate locations on the site or from depths that 
are so shallow that no understanding of subsurface attenuation can be determined. 



The DQ Qualifier consisted of a five-point ranking (5 = highest, 1 = lowest) based on the 
following criteria: 



• 3–5: Data quality considered to be moderate to high based on appropriate methods, 
passing of tracer tests, appropriate documentation, appropriate QA/QC, and the 
dataset included the measurement of fixed gases (some allocated level 3 lacked fixed 
gases data). 



• 2: Data quality was considered low because of limited QA/QC, limited analysis of 
VOCs and/or no fixed gases.  



• 1: Data quality was considered poor because of failure of the tracer test, breakthrough 
of sample tubes, incorrect/inappropriate methodology used, no QA/QC, and/or 
no/poor documentation. 



C.4 Data Importation and Compilation Process 



The Australian data received were incorporated into the PVI database but were analyzed 
separately from the U.S. sites in this study. After importation into the Access version of the PVI 
database, the Australian data were examined with respect to internal consistency and 
inconsistencies and errors were corrected through communications with the database originator. 
The data were then were exported in spreadsheet format for the analyses discussed in this 
appendix. 



C.5 Data Analysis 



The Australian data analysis was conducted for dissolved and LNAPL sites, and different filters 
were applied as described below. All analyses were conducted with data removed where there 
was known petroleum hydrocarbon contamination in overlying soil. The data analyses scenarios 
were as follows: 



1. Scenario 1: All data (excluding where known petroleum contamination in soil). 



2. Scenario 2: Fractured bedrock and non-UST sites filtered out. 
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3. Scenario 3: Fractured bedrock, non-UST sites, and data with lower quality (DQ-1) 
and confidence (CSM-1 and 2) filtered out. 



Scenario 3 is considered most appropriate for use in estimating exclusion criteria. 



The vertical distance method was employed to evaluate vertical separation distances in relation 
to toxicity-based thresholds as described in the main body of this report for the above scenarios. 
For Scenario 3, a further analysis was conducted to evaluate the effect on surface cover on the 
results.  



C.6 Data Results 



The data analysis for key parameters (benzene, hexane, xylenes) is presented in Figures C-2 
through C-4 for dissolved sites and Scenarios 1 through 3 and Figures C-5 through C-7 for 
LNAPL sites and Scenarios 1 through 3. In addition, for benzene, the probability that the soil 
vapor concentration is less than a defined threshold (50 and 100 μg/m3) for varying source-
separation distances was estimated. For the benzene analysis, non-detects were addressed by the 
common practice of substituting half the detection limit for non-detects. 



The results for Scenario 3 (scenario appropriate for exclusion distance analysis) are summarized 
in Table C-2. The results indicate significant differences between dissolved and LNAPL sites 
and for different scenarios. The probability of benzene vapor concentration less than 100 µg/m3 
for dissolved sites is 93 percent at 0 ft separation, increasing to 95 percent at 5 ft (1.5 m); while 
the probability of benzene vapor concentration less than 100 µg/m3 for NAPL (UST) sites is 
66 percent at 0 ft, increasing to 94 percent at 15 ft (4.6 m) separation. 



A comparison of the U.S. EPA to Australian database indicates slightly lower probabilities for 
both dissolved and NAPL sites (1 to 5 percent) for the Australian database for equivalent source-
separation distances. For NAPL sites, the oxygen concentrations were also depleted (less than 
1 percent) for greater source-separation distances. 



The analysis of the effect of surface cover on conditional probabilities for benzene 
concentrations to exceed the 100 µg/m3 threshold and oxygen concentrations versus separation 
distance did not suggest surface cover (building, pavement) resulted in an oxygen shadow. The 
analysis also showed reduced attenuation for buildings and pavement compared with the ground-
cover scenario, although it is recognized that the number of sub-slab data points below buildings 
were limited (Figure C-8). 
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Table C-2. Summary of Results for Vertical Distance Method for Scenario 3 



 Dissolved Source—UST Sites LNAPL Source—UST Sites 



Oxygen  Most O2 conc. > 4%, and no O2 < 0.5% Many data points with O2 < 4%, and 
O2 < 1% to 25 ft (7.6 m) separation 



Benzene 
(100 μg/m3 threshold) 



P/2DL > 93% for 0 ft separation increasing 
to 95% at 5 ft (1.5 m) 



P1/2DL > 66% for 0 ft separation increasing 
to ~ 94% for 15-ft (4.6-m) separation  



Benzene  
(50 μg/m3 threshold) 



P1/2DL > 90% for 0 ft separation increasing 
to 95% at 5 ft (1.5 m)  



P1/2DL > 60% for 0 ft separation increasing 
to ~ 88% for 15-ft (4.6-m) separation  



Xylenes  All vapor concentrations < RBCv at 0 ft  Vapor concentrations > RBCv for separation 
distance up to 12 ft (3.7 m) 



Hexane  All vapor concentrations < RBCv at 0 ft Vapor concentrations > RBCv for separation 
distance up to 12 ft (4 m) 



P1/2DL = Probability estimated using half detection limit method for exceeding 
threshold.  
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Figure C-2. Vertical distance methods for dissolved sites—all data (Scenario 1) 
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Figure C-3. Vertical distance method for dissolved UST sites—fractured bedrock and non-UST 



sites filtered out (Scenario 2) 
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Figure C-4. Vertical distance method for dissolved UST Sites—fractured bedrock, non-UST Sites 



and lower data quality and confidence (DQ-1 and CSM-1&2) filtered out (Scenario 3) 
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Figure C-5. Vertical distance methods for NAPL Sites—all data (Scenario 1) 
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Figure C-6. Vertical distance method for NAPL UST sites—fractured bedrock and non-UST sites 



filtered out (Scenario 2). 
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Figure C-7. Vertical distance method for NAPL UST sites—fractured bedrock, non-UST sites and 



lower data quality and confidence (DQ-1 and CSM-1&2) filtered out (Scenario 3) 
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Figure C-8. Comparison of probability for benzene soil vapor concentrations to be less than 



100 µg/m3 threshold (top panel) and oxygen concentrations for different surface covers 
for NAPL UST sites (bottom panel). Below detection limit concentrations replaced with 
half the detection limit for analysis. 
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Appendix D. PVI Database Data Dictionary 



Attachment D-1. Data Structure as of Nov 30, 2012 



Field Name Type Size Description 



Table: Building_Distances 



building_id Long Integer 4 Link to Buildings table 



location_id Long Integer 4 Link to Locations table 



horz_dist_to_bldg Double 8 Closest horizontal distance from sampling location to 
building (not applicable for indoor samples) 



horz_dist_to_bldg_unit Text 20 Measurement unit for horizontal distance from sample 
location to building 



horz_dist_comment Text 255 Comment about building-to-location link 



time_stamp Date 8 Date/time record was created 



Table: Buildings 



building_id Long Integer 4 Building identifier (aka, subsite) 



orig_bldg_id Text 50 Original ID number for building 



site_id Long Integer 4 Link to Sites 



bldg_name Text 60 Name of building 



bldg_type Text 50 Physical description of building (links to 
lt_Building_Types) 



bldg_use Text 50 Use of building (residential, commercial, industrial, 
school, etc.) 



footprint_area Double 8 Footprint area of the building 



footprint_area_unit Text 20 Unit of measurement for footprint_area 



foundation_type Text 50 Type of building foundation (lookup values in 
lt_Foundation_Types) 



fnd_depth_to_base Double 8 Depth to base of foundation (below ground surface) 



fnd_depth_to_base_unit Text 20 Unit of measurement for depth to base of foundation 



bldg_comment Memo 0 Comment field 



time_stamp Date 8 Date/time record was created 



Table: Data_Provider 



data_provider_id Long Integer 4 Unique ID for data provider; links to Site table 



data_provider Text 60 Company, agency, or individual responsible for 
submittal of PVI data 



data_contact_name Text 30 Name of contact associated with data_provider 



data_contact_address1 Text 40 Contact street address and/or box number 



data_contact_address2 Text 40 Site address, part two. Box number or other info. 



data_contact_city Text 20 City 



data_contact_state Text 2 Postal abbreviation for State 



data_contact_zipcode Text 10 Zip code 



data_contact_email Text 60 Contact e-mail address 



data_contact_phone Text 60 Contact phone number 
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Field Name Type Size Description 



time_stamp Date 8 Date/time record was created 



Table: Documents 



doc_id Long Integer 4 Unique ID for document 



site_id Long Integer 4 Link to Sites table 



ref_id Long Integer 4 Link to Reference table 



doc_name Text 255 Document descriptive name 



file_name Text 255 physical file name 



doc_year Text 4 Document year (for bibliography) 



doc_desc Text 255 Description for the document 



doc_date Date 8 Document creation date 



doc_source Text 255 Document source 



author_org Text 100 Document author's organization 



author_citation Text 255 Author name in citation formats 



author_name Text 50 Document author's name 



Journal Text 255 Journal name in citation format 



Volume Text 20 Journal volume in citation format 



Pages Text 20 Journal pages in citation format 



author_phone Text 20 Document author's phone number 



doc_links Memo 0 Website address (i.e., URL) for documents available 
on the Internet 



doc_comments Memo 0 Other comments about the document (e.g., use, 
applicability) 



public_yn Text 1 Can this information be made available to the public? 
(Y=yes, N=no) 



doc_original_format Text 100 Original format of document 



date_QC_completed Date 8 Date that QC was completed 



time_stamp Date 8 Date/time record was created 



Table: DQ_Table 



site_id Long Integer 4 Unique ID for site 



CSM_Rank Integer 4 Conceptual site model rank (1–3), 3 is best (see 
lt_CSM_Rank table) 



DQ_Rank Integer 4 Data quality rank (1–5), 5 is best (see lt_DQ_rank 
table) 



Probe_Type Text 25 Type of soil gas probe (permanent, driven, unknown) 



Leak_Tracer Text 3 Was leak tracer test conducted? (Y/N) NOTE: ME 
used extensive fixed gas data instead. 



Purging_Procedure Text 3 Was the probed purged before sampling? (Y/N) 



Pneumatic_Test Text 3 Was a pneumatic test conducted? (Y/N) 



Fixed_Gas_Data Text 3 Was fixed gas data collected? (Y/N) 



FG-HC_Consistent Text 3 Are the fixed gas and VOC data consistent? (Y/N) 



Acceptable_VOC_Method Text 10 Is the VOC method acceptable? (Y/N) 
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Field Name Type Size Description 



VOC_Method Text 25 VOC analytical method (TO-15, EPA 8260, GC, PID, 
FID, TCD, unknown, etc.) 



Lab_QAQC Text 3 Is laboratory QA/QC documented and acceptable? 
(Y/N) 



Peer_Review Text 25 Was study peer reviewed? (journal, thesis, state/fed. 
research, N) 



Reg_Program Text 25 Regulatory program oversight of study (reg. program, 
NA) 



DQ_Comment Text 255 Comment on data quality 



Table: Links 



Link_ID Long Integer 4 Unique ID for the links of the specificed two 
location_xy_id. 



location_xy_id1 Long Integer 4 First location of the linkage: probe location_xy_id 



location_xy_id2 Long Integer 4 Second location of the linkage: non-probe 
location_xy_id 



distance_xy Double 8 Lateral distance between the two linked xy locations 



distance_xy_units Text 10 Unit of the lateral distance 



Table: Locations 



sample_location_id Long Integer 4 Location ID where sample was taken at 3 D level 
(including depth z) 



site_id Long Integer 4 Link to Sites table 



building_id Long Integer 4 Link to Buildings table 



location_xy_id Long Integer 4 Unique ID for each location at 2D level, used for linking 
locations laterally in the Links table 



import_loc_id Text 25 3D location XY ID assigned by RTI for import 
(Example: M129-M130, M207, M208) 



loc_name Text 100 Location xy name at 2D level 



samp_loc_name Text 255 More specific name of sampling location (e.g., port A 
on Probe SV-2 or SV-2a); may vary by depth 



sample_depth Double 8 Sample depth, below land surface 



sample_depth_unit Text 20 Unit of measurement for sample depth 



loc_type Text 50 Location type (Indoor air, outdoor air, probe, bulk soil, 
or well) 



loc_int/ext Text 20 Interior or exterior location 



loc_desc Text 255 Additional description of location (e.g., floor, 
designated use of room) 



vz_soil_text_code Text 10 Vadose zone soil texture (Links to lt_Soil_Textures) in 
code 



vz_alt_soil_desc Text 255 Alternate soil description (may be more specific than 
vz_soil_txt_code) 



vz_alt_soil_desc_src Text 255 Description of soil between the sampling point and the 
source 



fractured_rock Text 20 Indicates if there is fractured rock 



vz_alt_soil_grade Text 255 Site soil gradation (V.Coarse, Coarse, Fine) 



vz_porosity Double 8 Vadose zone porosity 
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Field Name Type Size Description 



vz_porosity_unit Text 20 Unit of measurement for vadose zone porosity 



loc_comment Memo 0 Comment about latitude, longitude and vertical 
elevation. Store information about the collection 
method, post processing of the data (if GPS were 
involved), or description of feature of the facility 
represented by the coordinates. 



time_stamp Date 8 Date/time record was created 



Table: lt_Building_Types       



bldg_type Text 50 Physical description of building 



Table: lt_Countries 



Country Text 5 Country short name 



country_name Text 25 County name 



Table: lt_CSM_Rank 



CSM_Rank Integer 4 Conceptual site model rank (1–3), 3 is best 



CSM_Description Text 255 Conceptual site model rank description 



Table: lt_DQ_Rank 



DQ_Rank Integer 4 Data quality rank (1–5), 5 is best 



DQ_Description Memo 0 Data quality rank description 



Table: lt_Foundation_Types 



foundation_type Text 50 Building foundation types (lookup values for Buildings 
table) 



Table: lt_Hydrogeologic_Settings 



hydro_setting_desc Text 255 General Hydrogeologic setting description 



Table: lt_Parameters 



parameter_id Long Integer 4 Unique ID for each measurement parameter 



parameter_abbrev Text 10 Short abbreviation for measurement parameter (e.g., 
MEK, BP) 



parameter_name Text 50 Measurement parameter name (e.g., 2-butanone, 
barometric pressure) 



cas_number Text 15 Chemical Abstract System number (where applicable) 



parameter_class Text 50 Parameter class or grouping 



organic_yn Text 1 Must be "Y" for organic constituents or "N" for 
inorganic constituents 



HLC25 Double 8 Henry's Law Constant at 25 degrees C (unitless) 



DeltaH Double 8 Enthalpy of vaporization at the normal boiling point 
(cal/mol) 



Tc Double 8 Critical temperature (degrees Kelvin) 



Tb Double 8 Normal boiling point (degrees Kelvin) 



Comment Text 255   



sort_name Text 50 parameter name used for sorting 



Table: lt_Sample_Media 



Media Text 50 Media sample type 
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Field Name Type Size Description 



Table: lt_Soil_Textures 



soil_txt_code Text 10 soil texture code (links to Locations table) 



soil_txt_name Text 50 soil texture name 



soil_txt_desc Text 255 Description of soil texture from IAVI guidance 
document Table 4, p. 35 



Table: lt_Stat_Types 



stat_type Text 20 Statistic type 



Table: lt_States 



state_fips Text 2 State fips code 



state_name Text 50 State name 



state_abbrev Text 4 State abbreviation 



Table: lt_Units 



unit_type Text 20 Type or category for which the units are applicable 
(used to limit list in forms) 



unit_code Text 20 Reported unit (abbreviation) 



unit_desc Text 100 Description of unit (unabbreviated) 



unit_pref Boolean 1 Indicates which is the preferred unit for the unit_type 
(used for setting default value) 



Table: References 



ref_id Long Integer 4 Unique id for references 



References_text Text 255 Description for the document 



time_stamp Date 8 Date/time record was created 



Table: Results 



test_result_id Long Integer 4 Unique ID for test result 



import_result_id Text 25 Result ID assigned by RTI for data imports 



sample_id Long Integer 4 Sample ID that this test result is for - linked to Samples 



parameter_id Long Integer 4 Link to lt_Parameters. Measurement parameter that 
result measures. 



parameter_name Text 50 Measurement parameter name (e.g., 2-butanone, 
barometric pressure) 



result_value Double 8 Analytical result, field measurement, or statistical 
calculation 



result_unit Text 15 Units of measurement for the result (and 
result_error_delta) 



result_comment Text 255 Result-specific comments 



lab_anl_method_code Text 35 Laboratory analytical method code 



report_detection Text 20 report detection limit 



detect_flag_yn Text 1 Must be either "Y" for detected analytes or "N" for 
non_detects 



value_type Text 12 Value type for result_value ("actual", "estimated", 
"interpolated", or "calculated"). 
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Field Name Type Size Description 



stat_type Text 20 Statistic type reflected in the result_value (links to 
lt_Stat_Types) 



stat_obs_date_first Date 8 Earliest date of sample used to determine result_value 



stat_obs_date_last Date 8 Latest date of sample used to determine result_value 



test_result_comment Memo 0 Comment field 



fixed_gas_method Text 255 Method for fixed gases 



time_stamp Date 8 Date/time record was created 



Table: Sample_links 



Sample_link_ID Long Integer 4 Unique ID for each sample link; used to pair samples 



sample_id_sg_in/outdoor_air Long Integer 4 Sample ID for soil gas, indoor air, or outdoor air 
sample 



sample_id_gw Long Integer 4 Sample ID for groundwater sample 



sample_id_soil Long Integer 4 Sample ID for soil sample 



Table: Samples 



sample_id Long Integer 4 Unique ID for each sample 



sample_location_id Long Integer 4 Location ID where sample was taken at 3 D level 
(including depth z) 



original_sample_id Text 40 Sample ID in original source 



sample_medium Text 20 Medium within which measurement was taken (links to 
lt_Sample_Media) 



sample_start_date Date 8 Date sample collection began in (MM/DD/YYYY) 
format 



sample_comment Memo 0 Comments related to the sample 



time_stamp Date 8 Date/time record was created 



Headspace_yn Text 1 Soil sample only: is this a headspace 
measurement?(Y, N) 



gw_temp Double 8 Groundwater samples only: groundwater temperature 
at time of sampling 



gw_temp_units Text 10 Groundwater samples only: units for groundwater 
temperature 



ground_cover Text 50 Soil Gas samples only: Surface cover (paved, grassy, 
etc.) 



leak_test_yn Text 1 Soil Gas samples only: Has the vapor probe been leak 
tested? (Y, N) 



vz_moisture_content Double 8 Vadose zone moisture content (measured value) 



vz_moisture_content_unit Text 20 Unit of measurement for vadose zone moisture content 



Soil_TPH_paired_result_value Double 8 Paired soil TPH analytical results (links by 3D location 
and sample date) 



Soil_TPH_paired_result_unit Text 15 Units of measurement for the paired soil TPH result 
(and result_error_delta) 



sample_DQ Text 20 Sample data quality (1 to 5): 1 = poor quality and 5 = 
high quality (Aus. data) 



sample_confidence Text 20 Conceptual site model qualifier confidence (1 to 5): 1 = 
inappropriate locations and 5 = appropriate locations 
(Aus. data) 
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Field Name Type Size Description 



Table: Sites 



site_id Long Integer 4 Unique ID for site 



data_provider_id Long Integer 4 Links site to the Data_Provider table. 



original_site_id Text 45 Site identifier in original source 



site_city Text 20 City of site 



site_state_abbrev Text 4 State abbreviation for State of site (links to lt_States) 



site_country Text 50 Country name (links to lt_Countries) 



site_hydrology Text 255 Hydrogeologic Setting (links to 
lt_Hydrogeologic_Settings) 



site_vapor_src_type Text 50 Type of contamination (e.g., gasoline) 



site_vapor_src_origin Text 255 Origin of the vapor source (UST, spill, landfill, etc.) 



public_yn Text 1 Can this information be made available to the public? 
(Y=yes, N=no) 



time_stamp Date 8 Date/time record was created 



Table: Sources 



source_id Long Integer 4 Unique ID for sources 



sample_id Long Integer 4 Link to Sample table 



site_id Long Integer 4 Link to Sites table 



NAPL_direct_indication Boolean 1 NAPL based on direct indication 



NAPL_reported Boolean 1 NAPL based on report 



NAPL_inferred_prox Boolean 1 NAPL inferred from proximity 



NAPL_inferred_other Boolean 1 NAPL inferred from other references 



NAPL_inferred_other_comme
nt 



Text 255 Comments on NAPL inferred from other references 



depth_to_water Double 8 Depth to water table (below land surface) at time of 
sampling 



depth_to_water_unit Text 20 Unit of measurement for depth to water 



depth_to_src Double 8 Depth to vapor source at time of sampling (= GW 
depth for GW samples) 



depth_to_src_unit Text 20 Unit of measurement for depth to src 



Source_type_calculated Text 255 Source type (NAPL or Dissolved) 



Thickness_Clean_Soil_Benze
ne _100_ug/m3 



Double 8 Method 1: Thickness Clean Soil Benzene 100 µg/m3 
Criteria 



Thickness_Clean_Soil_Benze
ne _100_ug/m3 (Less than) 



Double 8 Method 1: Thickness Clean Soil Benzene 100 µg/m3 
Criteria (less than) 



Thickness_Clean_Soil_Benze
ne _100_ug/m3 (Both) 



Double 8 Method 1: Thickness Clean Soil Benzene 100 µg/m3 
Criteria (both) 



Thickness_Clean_Soil_Benze
ne _100_ug/m3 (Refined 
estimate) 



Double 8 Method 2: Thickness Clean Soil Benzene 100 µg/m3 
Criteria (refined estimate) 



Thickness_Clean_Soil_Benze
ne _100_ug/m3 (Greater than) 



Double 8 Thickness Clean Soil Benzene 100 µg/m3 Criteria 
(greater than) 



Thickness_unit Text 20 Unit of measurement for thickness 
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Field Name Type Size Description 



Benzene GW>5000(ug/L) Boolean 1 Calculated Benzene GW indicator by 3D and date 
linkages 



TPH GW>30000(ug/L) Boolean 1 Calculated TPH GW indicator by 3D and date linkages 



Benzene Soil> 10(ug/g) Boolean 1 Calculated Benzene Soil indicator by 3D and date 
linkages 



TPH Soil>250(ug/g) Boolean 1 Calculated TPH Soil indicator by 3D and date linkages 



overlying_clean_soil Text 20 Indicates if there is overlying clean soil between the 
source and the sample 



source_comments Text 255 Comments related to the source 
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Appendix E. PVI Database Entity Relationship Diagram 
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Appendix F. Analysis of Lead Scavengers: Ethylene Dibromide 
and 1,2-Dichloroethane 



F.1 Historical & Current Uses 



F.1.1 Gasoline Additives 



Ethylene dibromide (EDB or 1,2-dibromoethane) and 1,2-dichloroethane (1,2-DCA) are 
synthetic organic chemicals that were historically used as gasoline additives to prevent lead 
deposits that foul internal combustion engines. For this reason, they are commonly referred to as 
lead scavengers. Addition of EDB and 1,2-DCA to gasoline began in significant amounts from 
the mid-1920s and continued until leaded gasoline was phased out beginning in late 1980s.  



The U.S Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) began a phase-down program in 1973 to 
reduce the lead content in gasoline. Since the early 1940s and until that phase-down, leaded 
gasoline contained EDB and 1,2-DCA with molar portions of Pb:Cl:Br of 1:2:1. On-road uses of 
leaded gasoline were banned in 1996 (Falta, 2004; U.S. EPA, 2006).). Prior to 1974, the average 
EDB and 1,2-DCA concentrations in U.S. automotive gasoline were as high as about 0.320 g/L, 
which decreased to about 0.180 g/L in late 1970s and further down to about 0.060 g/L by early 
1980s. Use of leaded gasoline in on-road vehicles has been banned since 1996 (U.S. EPA, 2006). 



Lead scavengers are still used as additives to aviation gasoline (avgas) and automobile racing 
fuel. Avgas, however, does not use 1,2-DCA and has twice the amount of bromine with a molar 
ratio Pb:Br of 1:2. Use of EDB as an additive to leaded gasoline accounted for more than 80 
percent of its consumption in 1981. However, there are also other industrial and agricultural uses 
of both EDB and 1,2-DCA. 



F.1.2 Other Industrial & Agricultural Uses 



EDB was used in agricultural applications as a soil fumigant and a pesticide from 1948 to 1983. 
Its use as a pesticide was suspended in 1984 (Falta, 2004). According to U.S. EPA (2006), EDB 
is currently used as a nonflammable solvent for resins, gums, and waxes and as a chemical 
intermediate in synthesis operations. It is used most commonly to make vinyl bromide, which is 
a flame retardant in modacrylic fibers. Other current applications of EDB are as an intermediate 
in the preparation of dyes and pharmaceuticals. 



U.S. EPA (2006) lists the historical uses of 1,2-DCA in varnish and finish removers, soaps and 
scouring compounds, organic synthesis for extraction and cleaning, metal degreasers, ore 
floatation, and paints, coatings, and adhesives. Its commercial production was first reported in 
1922. Currently, 1,2-DCA is primarily used in the manufacturing of vinyl chloride. 



F.2 Toxicity 



The current EPA maximum contaminant level (MCL) in drinking water for EDB and 1,2-DCA 
are 0.05 and 5 µg/L, respectively. The maximum contaminant level goal (MCLG) for both 
chemicals is zero, based on increased risk of cancer for 1,2-DCA and increased risk of cancer 
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and  “problems with liver, stomach, reproductive system, or kidneys; increased risk of cancer”17 
for EDB. The MCLs for EDB and 1,2-DCA are “set as close to the health goals as possible, 
considering cost, benefits and the ability of public water systems to detect and remove 
contaminants using suitable treatment technologies.”18 As a result, the incremental lifetime 
cancer risk (ILCR) associated with these MCLs is higher than the generally acceptable 10-5 value 
and some states (e.g. California, Florida, and Massachusetts) have lower MCLs for drinking 
water (Falta, 2004). EPA’s cancer risk-based regional screening levels (RSLs) set the tapwater 
screening levels for 1,2-DCA and ethylene dibromide at 0.15 and 0.0065 µg/L, respectively. 



The contaminant source listed in the drinking water regulations is discharge from petroleum 
refineries for EDB and discharge from industrial chemical factories for 1,2-DCA. According to 
U.S. EPA (2006), the exposure pathways for EDB and 1,2-DCA include dermal absorption, 
inhalation, and ingestion, and both chemicals are classified as probable human carcinogens. The 
International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) has a classification of 2A (probably 
carcinogenic to humans) for EDB and 2B (possibly carcinogenic to humans) for 1,2-DCA. 



The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) has a toxicity profile for 
1,2-DCA, which specifies minimal risk levels (MRLs) for inhalation and oral exposure. The 
inhalation MRL for 1,2-DCA is 0.6 ppm for chronic exposure (>365 days, but also protective for 
intermediate exposure of 15-364 days), and an oral MRL of 0.2 mg/kg/day for intermediate-
duration (15–364 days) (ATSDR, 2001). Toxicity reference values for both EDB and 1,2-DCA 
are available from EPA’s Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS), with cancer driving the 
risk for both the inhalation and ingestion exposure routes. Table F-1 summarizes IRIS noncancer 
and cancer toxicity reference values along with the corresponding EPA RSLs for residential 
indoor air and tapwater. Values are provided for EDB and 1,2-DCA, along with benzene for 
comparison, because benzene usually drives the risk at petroleum contamination sites. As can be 
seen in Table F-1, EDB and 1,2-DCA have higher toxicity values and lower RSLs than benzene 
and thus may be expected to contribute to risks at petroleum sites where they occur in high 
enough concentrations.  
Table F-1. Summary of US EPA Toxicity Reference Values and Regional Screening Levels for EDB, 



1,2-DCA, and Benzene 



 



Toxicity Reference Valuesa Regional Screening Levelsb 
Chemical SFO 



(mg/kg-day)-1 
IUR (µg/m3)-1 Residential Tapwater 



(µg/L) 
Residential Air 



(µg/m3) 
EDB 2 6.4E-04 0.0065 0.0041 
1,2-DCA 0.091 2.6E-05 0.15 0.094 
Benzene 0.055 7.8E-06 0.39 0.31 



SFO = oral cancer slope factor; IUR = Inhalation Unit Risk; EDB = ethylene dibromide or 1,2-dibromoethane; 
1,2-DCA = 1,2-dichoroethane. 



a Source: IRIS (2012). http://www.epa.gov/IRIS/ Accessed December 2012. 
b  Source: Regional Screening Level summary table. http://www.epa.gov/region9/superfund/prg/. RSLs reflect default 



residential exposure assumptions and a 1×10-6 excess cancer risk. 



                                                 
17 http://water.epa.gov/drink/contaminants/index.cfm#Organic 
18 http://water.epa.gov/drink/contaminants/basicinformation/ethylene-dibromide.cfm 





http://www.epa.gov/IRIS/


http://www.epa.gov/region9/superfund/prg/
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F.3 Physical and Chemical Properties 



Select physical and chemical properties of the lead scavengers EDB and 1,2-DCA are 
summarized in Table F-2. Due their moderately high aqueous solubility, both contaminants 
readily partition into pore water and move downward to the water table with infiltration. This 
results in greater potential for EDB and 1,2-DCA to move towards the water table as opposed to 
being present as residual NAPL in the vadose zone, compared to PHCs, which can make them 
harder to detect through soil gas surveys (Falta, 2004).  Sorption to soil particles and organic 
matter is not a significant process as evidenced by their relatively low octanol-water and soil 
organic carbon-water partition coefficients (Kow and Koc). Retardation factors less than 2 are 
generally used for typical aquifer conditions. Both compounds are considered to be more mobile 
in groundwater than benzene. 



Table F-2. Physical and Chemical Properties of EDB and 1,2-DCA 



Property Units EDB 1,2-DCA Reference 



Solubility (Ks) mg/L 4,300 8,700 Falta (2004) 
Molar weight (Mw) g/mol 187.88 98.96 Falta (2004) 
Gasoline-water partition coefficient (Kp)  — 152* 84 Falta (2004) 
Vapor Pressure (Vp) kPa 1.47 8.10 Falta (2004) 
Henry’s constant (KH) — 0.029 0.050 Falta (2004) 
Octonal water partition (Kow) — 58 30 Falta (2004) 
Organic carbon partition coefficient (Koc) L/kg 44 14 Falta (2004) 
Specific gravity — 2.17 1.24 US EPA (2006) 



*Based on measurements, which differ from the value derived using Raoult’s law by about a factor of 0.5. 



F.4 Fate and Transport 



F.4.1 Degradation Reactions 



Table F-3 lists the abiotic and biotic degradation and transformation reactions for EDB and 1,2-
DCA. 



Table F-3. Degradation Reactions of EDB and 1,2-DCA 



Chemical Abiotic Biotic 



EDB Hydrolysis, reactions with sulfur nucleophiles, 
reactions with FeS, photochemical reactions 
with hydroxyl radicals (in air) 



Aerobic cometabolism, anaerobic 
dehalogenation 



1,2-DCA Reactions with sulfides, reactions with FeS Aerobic cometabolism, anaerobic reductive 
dechlorination 



Estimated half-lives for abiotic hydrolysis reaction rates reported for EDB range from 1.5 to 
15 years (Falta, 2004). 



Both chemicals biodegrade aerobically in surface soils more readily than in deeper soils. EDB 
degrades faster anaerobically in groundwater (15–50 days half-life) as compared to aerobically 
(35–360 days half-life). On the other hand, 1,2-DCA degrades much more rapidly aerobically 
(Falta, 2004): 
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• 1,2-DCA aerobic degradation in soil: 52 days half-life; 



• 1,2-DCA  aerobic degradation in groundwater: 100 days half-life; and 



• 1,2-DCA  anaerobic degradation in groundwater: 400 days half-life. 



U.S. EPA (2008) summarizes laboratory and field anaerobic biodegradation reaction rates for 
EDB and 1,2-DCA and compares them to benzene (Table F-4). 



Table F-4. Comparison of First-Order Rate Constants for Biodegradation of EDB and 1,2-DCA in 
Anaerobic Aquifer Sediment to Rate Constants for Overall Removal with Ground Water Flow in 



Anaerobic Aquifers 



Material 



First-Order Rate Constant for 
Attenuation (per year) 



Reference EDB DCA Benzene 



Microcosm studies in laboratory, all conducted with methanogenic material 
Sediment from source zone of a spill of 
leaded gasoline, South Carolina 



1.5±1.0 1.3±0.3 1.4±0.2 Henderson et al., 2008, 
SI 



Sediment from mid gradient zone of a spill of 
leaded gasoline, South Carolina 



5.4±0.3 0.3±0.1 3.5±0.8 Henderson et al., 2008, 
SI 



Sediment impacted by leachate from a solid 
municipal waste landfill, Norman, Oklahoma 



17  2.6 Wilson et al., 1986 



Sediment impacted by leachate from a solid 
municipal waste landfill, Norman, Oklahoma 



 1.7  Klećka et al., 1998 



Sediment from manufacturing site 
contaminated with DCA in Louisiana 



 4.4  Klećka et al., 1998 



Sediment from manufacturing site 
contaminated with DCA in Texas 



 1.2  Klećka et al., 1998 



Field studies, flow path in aquifer 
Spill of leaded gasoline, South Carolina 1.3 0.9 1.0 Henderson et al., 2008, 



Supporting Information 
Spill of leaded gasoline, North Carolina 
(1995 data) 



0.63 0.71 0.9 Mayer, 2006 



Spill of leaded gasoline, North Carolina  
(2004 data) 



0.22  0.26 Mayer, 2006 



Leachate from municipal solid waste landfill, 
Michigan 



 0.22±0.19 0.42±0.32 Ravi et al., 1998 



Fs-12 spill of aviation gasoline on Cape Cod, 
Massachusetts 



0.03  0.14 Falta, 2004 



Source: Table 2.3 from U.S. EPA (2008). 



The presence of hydrogen sulfide species (H2S and HS-) enhances the hydrolysis breakdown of 
both EDB and 1,2-DCA. Abiotic reaction rates are also sensitive to temperature, and the rates for 
EDB are about an order of magnitude greater than for 1,2-DCA (U.S. EPA, 2008). Both EDB 
and 1,2-DCA can react abiotically with iron(II) sulfide, analogous to the reaction involving 
trichloroethylene (TCE). U.S. EPA (2008) conducted experiments to determine reaction rates of 
EDB and 1,2-DCA with FeS, following the procedures described by Shen and Wilson (2007) on 
TCE removal, but without the organic carbon source (plant mulch). The rates for EDB ranged 
from 62.6 yr-1 to 94.8 yr-1, which are similar to the TCE removal rates from Shen and Wilson 
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(2007). The rates for 1,2-DCA were lower by about an order of magnitude ranging from 6.7 yr-1 
to 10.2 yr-1.  



Field results show much lower degradation rates and persistence in groundwater than observed in 
the experiments described above. Falta (2004) presents two explanations for the lower field 
degradation rates: 



• Nonequilibrium sorption processes such as intraparticle diffusion and trapping in 
micropores; and 



• Biodegradation stops at lower threshold concentration. 



Henderson et al. (2008) conducted microcosm study for the anaerobic biodegradation of EDB 
and 1,2-DCA from an underground storage tank (UST) site to evaluate the effect of other fuel 
hydrocarbons on dehalogenation reactions. They found that biostimulation by lactate can 
enhance the degradation rates for EDB and that degradation of 1,2-DCA is much lower than that 
of EDB (in agreement with field studies) and does not respond to the lactate biostimulation. The 
highest EDB removal was measured in microcosms that produced the highest amounts of 
methane.  



Yu (2011) also conducted an experimental study of anaerobic biodegradation of EDB and 
1,2-DCA and found that EDB is preferentially degraded when both compounds are present and 
that the main process is the dihaloelimination to ethene.  



F.4.2 Effect of Methane 



Methanogenic bacteria can metabolize EDB and 1,2-DCA to ethylene (US EPA, 2008; 
McKeever et al., 2012). However, the halogenated compounds can be harmful to the 
methanogenic bacteria at high concentrations (e.g., 1,300 µg/L for EDB and 11,000 µg/L for 
1,2-DCA). Bacteria strains of the dehalococcoides group can also metabolize EDB and 1,2-DCA 
to ethylene. 



McKeever et al. (2012) conducted microcosm studies using soil from an EDB contaminated 
aquifer under aerobic and anaerobic conditions. They found that biostimulation by methane for 
the aerobic microcosms increased the degradation rate by a factor of eight. In general, however, 
they found that anaerobic degradation could lead to natural attenuation, while EDB is persistent 
under aerobic conditions. They conclude that methane could be considered as an amendment to 
EDB bioremediation in aerobic groundwater conditions. 



F.4.3 Groundwater Data and Behavior 



Studies of public drinking water systems in the U.S. have found that EDB concentrations are 
greater than its MCL (0.05 µg/L) for about 12 percent of systems serving the U.S. population 
(third ranking amongst regulated contaminants). Likewise, the 1,2-DCA concentrations were 
found to exceed its MCL (5 µg/L) for 8.4 percent of the population (Falta, 2004, citing U.S. 
EPA, 2003). Falta (2004) summarizes two case studies of fuel release containing lead 
scavengers: 
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• EDB plume associated with leaded gasoline at the Massachusetts Military 
Reservation (MMR) contaminant release likely between 1940 and 1970; detached 
EDB plume in 1999: 2,400m long, 360m wide and average 30m thickness, 
beginning 30m below ground surface; and 



• Service station in operation from 1953–1987; sampling in 1999 revealed 
concentrations as high as 189 µg/L and 111 µg/L for EDB and 1,2-DCA, 
respectively; extent of plume beyond the site not known. 



While there is correlation in detection of EDB and 1,2-DCA in drinking water samples, co-
occurrence of lead scavengers and BTEX is not reported, which suggests that BTEX plumes can 
separate from the plume of these gasoline additives. Only a few states have requirements to test 
for lead scavengers at petroleum hydrocarbon contaminated sites, and therefore, U.S. EPA Office 
of Underground Storage Tanks (U.S. EPA, 2010) recommended states, tribes, and EPA regions 
to investigate lead scavengers at leaking UST sites. 



U.S. EPA (2006) reports ranges of EDB and 1,2-DCA concentrations for PHC sites in three 
states  (Table F-5). 
Table F-5. Range of Groundwater Concentrations of EDB and 1,2-DCA at Select Sites as Compiled 



by U.S. EPA (2006) 



State Number of sites 
EDB concentration range 



(µg/L) 
1,2-DCA concentration range 



(µg/L) 



Kansas 7 0.05 – 8,200 11 – 1,310 
South Carolina 31 0.013 – 1,140 — 
California 8 0.084 – 65 0.4 – 101 



F.4.4 Vadose Zone Studies 



Fate and transport of EDB and 1,2-DCA in the vadose (unsaturated soil) zone were not the focus 
of any studies obtained for this review. The focus is rather on groundwater contamination as 
these compounds have high aqueous solubility and low soil organic carbon-water partitioning 
coefficients (Koc) and are therefore mobile in soil pore waters and groundwater. However, EDB 
and 1,2-DCA can volatilize from solution, and their volatilization from moist soil surfaces is 
considered to be an important subsurface loss process (U.S. EPA, 2006).  



F.5 Management Strategy 



In a review of treatment technologies, U.S. EPA (2006) lists the most widely used groundwater 
treatment technologies for EDB as air sparging, soil vapor extraction (SVE), and pump and treat 
with granular activated carbon. Pump and treat is reported as the most widely used technology 
for 1,2-DCA. U.S. EPA (2006) also reports that monitored natural attenuation has been used at 
31 leaking UST sites in South Carolina, while seven leaking UST sites in Kansas use air 
sparging and SVE or free product recovery for EDB remediation.     



McGuire and Wilson (2010) present the results of SVE and air sparging treatment of a plume 
containing BTEX, EDB, and 1,2-DCA in northwest Kansas. The results show that: 
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• EDB and 1,2-DCA are degradable when oxygen is available, and they can be 
remediated along with BTEX; 



• Knowledge of hydraulic flow is needed to maximize the effectiveness of the 
remediation; 



• 1,2-DCA is more persistent than EDB and BTEX and slowest to clean up; 



• In initial results, EDB and 1,2-DCA levels decreased by greater than 90 percent; 
and 



• Reevaluation of the remedial strategy followed by replacement of deeper sparge 
wells with shallower ones and installation of new SVE wells resulted in 
concentrations of benzene, 1,2-DCA, and EDB falling below 0.15, 0.15, and 
0.0013 µg/L, respectively. 



Davis et al. (2009) conducted a field scale bioremediation experiment for 1,2-DCA on a layered 
silty and fine-sand anaerobic aquifer. Aerobic conditions were induced by air sparging and 
estimated aerobic biodegradation rates (0.06 – 0.20 %/day) were greater than laboratory-based 
studies. Air was injected for 50 days over a 12-month period, and 99 percent of the initial mass 
was removed.  



Henderson et al. (2009) use an analytical model (REMChlor) to evaluate the effectiveness of 
partial source removal and plume remediation on EDB, 1,2-DCA and hydrocarbon plumes at 
UST sites. They consider anaerobic biostimulation and two scenarios with long and short plume 
lengths. First-order degradation rates are assigned for each compound in nine spatio-temporal 
plume zones (three spatial zones with respect to distance from source and three temporal zones 
with respect to NAPL release). The model results are assessed based on relative importance, 
defined as the ratio of predicted concentration to applicable standard (i.e., the MCL). They found 
that MtBE has the highest relative importance among the four compounds considered (benzene, 
MtBE, EDB, and 1,2-DCA). The relative importance of 1,2-DCA is low near the source, but it 
increases downgradient for both EDB and 1,2-DCA because these compounds have much slower 
aerobic degradation rates than benzene. Henderson and colleagues concluded that if equilibrium 
concentrations are more than a couple of orders of magnitude greater than the MCLs, a single 
remediation technique may not be sufficient to treat plumes of lead scavengers, hydrocarbons, 
and oxygenates. 



F.6 Potential for Vapor Intrusion 



Due to the relatively high aqueous solubility of EDB and 1,2-DCA, soil gas surveys are 
complicated to perform (Falta, 2004; and personal communication, August 2012). However, both 
chemicals are volatile with dimensionless Henry’s constants that are about an order of magnitude 
lower than benzene. Furthermore, EPA considers inhalation to be an exposure pathway for EDB 
and 1,2-DCA and has developed inhalation toxicity reference values and indoor air RSLs for 
both EDB and 1,2-DCA (see Table F-1). 



Table F-6shows the predicted soil gas concentrations for groundwater concentrations at one-half 
of the lowest detection limits available. The calculations assume that soil gas is in equilibrium 
with groundwater. 











   



 
F-8 



Table F-6. Predicted soil gas concentrations of EDB and 1,2-DCAa,b 



Chemical 



Groundwater 
Concentrationa 



(µg/L) 



Predicted Soil Gas 
Concentration 



(µg/m3) 



Predicted Indoor 
Air Concentration 



(µg/m3) 



Regional Indoor Air 
Screening Levelb 



(µg/m3) 



EDB 0.005 0.1 0.001 0.004 
1,2-DCA 0.01 0.5 0.005 0.09 



a Using a value of one-half of the detection limit from US EPA method 8011 for EDB and US EPA method 8260B for 
1,2-DCA. 



b  U.S. EPA Regional Screening Level (RSL), based on a 1×10-6 excess cancer risk. See Section F.2. 



Assuming a shallow soil vapor-to-indoor air attenuation factor of 0.01 (based on the review and 
conservative approach described in Section 6.3 of this report), the predicted indoor air 
concentrations are 0.001 and 0.005 µg/m3 for EDB and 1,2-DCA, which are below the RSLs for 
residential indoor air discussed in Section F.2. The predicted indoor air concentrations for EDB 
and 1,2-DCA (based on one-half of the detection limits in groundwater) are below the RSL for 
residential indoor air by a factor of 4 and 20, respectively, with the RSLs based on an excess 
cancer risk of 1×10-6. Therefore a screening approach is feasible where groundwater 
concentrations are measured to determine the potential for vapor intrusion risks from EDB and 
1,2-DCA. 
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Climate Change
Rehearing Deadline Extended in Permit Case
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit has
granted requests made by the State of Texas and power industry
groups to extend the deadline to petition for rehearing in
litigation challenging the Environmental Protection...


Drilling
Fracking Boom Straining Water Supplies,
But Information Lacking, Researcher Says
STOCKHOLM—The boom in hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, is
one of a number of factors that puts an increasing strain on local
water resources across the world, a Swedish researcher told
Bloomberg BNA Sept. 5....


Drilling
States Best Positioned to Regulate
Fracking, Western Governors Tell BLM
DENVER—States are best positioned to regulate oil and gas
development, the Western Governors' Association said in a Sept.
5 statement about the Bureau of Land Management's recently
reproposed rule governing hydraulic fracturing...


Emissions Trading
EU-ICAO Deal Would Apply Emissions Trading
Only to Parts of Flights Over European Area
PARIS—European Commission aviation negotiators agreed Sept. 4
in Montreal that the European Union will curtail the reach of its
carbon dioxide cap-and-trade framework to apply only to portions
of flights over its territory, according...


Endangered Species
Court Gives Wildlife Service Three Years
To Redesignate Habitat for Marbled Murrelet
A federal court ruled Sept. 5 that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service will have three years to complete a new designation of
critical habitat in the Pacific Northwest for a seabird, the marbled
murrelet (Am. Forest Res. Council v. Ashe, D.D.C.,...


Energy
Corn Crop, RIN Prices Show Renewable
Fuel Law Working, Ethanol Groups Say
Promising corn crop forecasts and plummeting renewable fuel
credit prices undermine the oil industry's push to repeal the
renewable fuel standard, ethanol groups said Sept. 5. ...


Energy
CRS Report Says 16 Energy Tax Breaks
To Expire in 2013 Unless Congress Acts
Several major tax credits related to energy are set to expire at
the end of 2013 unless Congress moves to extend them, the
Congressional Research Service said in a report released Sept.
4....


Energy
Dominion Wins Bidding for Ocean Parcel
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Off Virginia Coast to Develop Wind Farm
Dominion Virginia Power has won the bidding to lease a 176-
square-mile ocean parcel off the coast of Virginia and announced
plans to construct a wind farm there able to generate up to 2,000
megawatts of electricity....


Energy
Energy Efficiency Bill Estimated to Save
$13.7 Billion Annually, Create 164,000 Jobs
Energy efficiency legislation slated for Senate consideration
following the summer congressional recess would save $13.7
billion annually, avoid 533 million metric tons of carbon dioxide
emissions, and create 164,000 jobs by 2030, according...


Energy
U.N. Studies Impacts of Domestic Content
Requirements in Renewable Energy Policies
ST. PETERSBURG, Russia—The U.N. Commission on Trade and
Development is seeking the input of the renewable energy
industry in its evaluation of the economic and environmental
effectiveness of local content requirements proliferating...


Energy
Vitter Questions Whether Administration
Pressured FERC Chairman to Back EPA Rules
Sen. David Vitter (R-La.) said in a Sept. 5 letter that he believes
the heads of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and the
Environmental Protection Agency have colluded to downplay the
impact of new environmental regulations on the...


Enforcement
Puerto Rico Sues Petroleum, Chemical
Industry Over Alleged MTBE Contamination
Puerto Rico has filed a lawsuit in federal court claiming more than
60 petroleum and chemical companies and subsidiaries
contaminated drinking water and groundwater through releases
of methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE), a gasoline additive,...


EPA
Former EPA Administrator, Other Officials
To Testify Sept. 10 at Transparency Hearing
Former Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa
Jackson, along with former officials from the White House and
Energy Department, will testify Sept. 10 at a House Oversight
and Government Reform Committee hearing on government...


Hazmat Transport
PHMSA Seeks Comment on Boosting Safety
Of New, Existing Freight Rail Tank Cars
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration is
considering whether to tighten safety standards for freight rail
cars that commonly transport combustible and flammable liquids
across the United States and Canada, according...


Nanotechnology
EU Advisory Panel Extends Comment Period
On Cosmetic Ingredient Safety Opinions
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The European Commission's Scientific Committee on Consumer
Safety is giving interested parties more time to comment on its
conclusions than nanoscale titanium dioxide and nanoscale zinc
oxide can safely be used in sunscreens....


Oil Spills
Funding Constraints Limited EPA's Cleanup
Of Abandoned Oil Wells, Internal Report Finds
Limited funding has delayed the Environmental Protection
Agency's ability to clean up abandoned oil well sites but has not
affected responses to classic emergency oil spills like tanker truck
rollovers and pipeline breaks, the EPA inspector...


Oil Spills
Treasury Prepares Procedural Requirements
For Gulf Coast Restoration Trust Fund Grants
The Treasury Department is inviting public comment on the
procedural requirements it will require for administrators and
recipients of grants from the Gulf Coast Restoration Trust Fund,
established in the wake of the April 2010 Deepwater...


Pesticides
EPA Proposes Four-Year Conditional
Registration for Nanosilver-Based Pesticide
The Environmental Protection Agency has proposed to grant a
four-year conditional registration for an antimicrobial pesticide
with nanoscale silver....


Pesticides
EPA Submits Draft Rule on Pesticide Maker
Data Rights to Agriculture for Review
The Environmental Protection Agency sent a draft final rule to the
Agricultural Department that would revise regulations governing
the exclusive use and compensation rights of pesticide
manufacturers that submit data to register products,...


Radioactive Waste
NRC Plans Public Meetings for Input
On Draft EIS, Waste Confidence Rule
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission intends to hold 12 public
meetings this fall to receive input on a proposed rule on the
extended storage of spent nuclear fuel at reactor sites that have
been closed and the draft environmental impact study...


Sustainability
Companies Make Sustainability Commitments
But More Action Needed, U.N. Report Says
Companies involved in the world's largest corporate sustainability
initiative are making commitments but need to take more action
to implement them, the United Nations said in a report Sept. 5....


Sustainability
Coordinating Water Use, Energy Efficiency
Would Yield Multiple Benefits, Report Finds
LOS ANGELES—California's water conservation and energy
efficiency efforts would be more successful and less costly if
water and energy utilities coordinated their programs, according
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to a report released Sept. 5 by the Pacific...


Toxic Substances
France Prepares to Propose EU Restrictions
On BPA Use in Thermal Paper Under REACH
PARIS—France's National Institute for Industrial Environment and
Risks (INERIS) has told Bloomberg BNA that it is surveying EU
manufacturers about the use of bisphenol A (BPA) in thermal
office paper as part of government preparations...


Water Pollution
Hubei Provincial Government Acts Quickly
To Share Information on Toxic Spill in River
SHENZHEN, China—Officials in China's central Hubei province
have acted quickly to provide information about an ammonia spill
that led to a fish kill in a 25-mile stretch of the Fu River north of
the provincial capital of Wuhan, identifying...


BNA INSIGHTS


Third Circuit Extends New Source Review 'Past Violation'
Rulings
On Aug. 21, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit in the
Homer City case joined and then significantly extended the
consensus holdings of three other U.S. courts of appeal that a
failure to obtain a Prevention of Significant Deterioration...
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Latest Developments -- Your Preview of the Day's News


The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


EPA Extends 2013 Renewable Fuel Rule Deadline Due to 2014 Delays


Posted June 06, 2014, 4:07 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency will extend the deadline for petroleum refiners and importers to
demonstrate compliance with the 2013 renewable fuel standard requirements to Sept. 30 in a final rule
released today.


The EPA said it is further extending the 2013 renewable fuel standard compliance deadline because it
has not yet issued the final blending requirements for 2014. The agency had previously extended the 2013
compliance deadline from Feb. 28 to June 30 because it had missed its statutory deadline to issue the final
renewable fuel standard rule. The EPA has repeatedly missed the Nov. 30 deadline to issue the final
renewable fuel standard rule in recent years.


“The 2014 RFS rulemaking has been more time consuming than originally anticipated, involving receipt
of over 300,000 comments, concerning numerous specific issues related to the 2014 standards which the
EPA needs, and wishes, to thoroughly consider and respond to,” the EPA said in the final rule (RIN 2060-
AS25). “Given the need for the EPA to weigh these issues carefully, prior to taking final action on the 2014
RFS standards, the EPA believes it best to further extend the existing June 30, 2014 compliance
demonstration deadline and associated attest engagement report deadline for the 2013 RFS
standards.”


FERC Violated Law by Assessing Pipe Segments Separately: Court


Posted June 06, 2014, 2:45 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


A federal regulator violated the National Environmental Policy Act by assessing the potential impact of
a natural gas pipeline expansion project in isolation rather than in conjunction with closely related projects
on the same pipeline network, a court ruled today.


NEPA required that the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission environmental review of the Northeast
Upgrade Project proposed by Tennessee Gas Pipeline Co. LLC should have included consideration of three
other connected, contemporaneous, closely related and interdependent projects and also should have
included a meaningful analysis of cumulative environmental impacts, the court said.


The ruling by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit in Delaware Riverkeeper v.
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FERC was a victory for three environmental groups, but it was applicable not so much to the contested
project, already completed, as to future projects.


“This decision is important and powerful for every pipeline, related infrastructure and [liquefied natural
gas] project to come,” Maya van Rossum, head of Delaware Riverkeeper, said in a statement issued after
the ruling.


House Bill Targets EPA Veto Authority Under Clean Water Act


Posted June 06, 2014, 4:10 P.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


Legislation blocking the Environmental Protection Agency from retroactively or prospectively vetoing
dredge-and-fill permits for mining and excavating activities will be introduced in the House next week,
according to the bill sponsors.


Crafted by Reps. Bob Gibbs (R-Ohio) and Nick Rahall (D-W.Va.), the bill responds to concerns raised
by at least 200 national and state groups representing the oil and gas, mining, agriculture, home building,
pipe building, cattle and concrete industries about the agency's “regulatory overreach” in vetoing dredge-
and-fill permits issued under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.


Gibbs is the chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Water
Resources and the Environment, and Rahall is the full committee's ranking member.


The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is authorized to issue dredge-and-fill permits under Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act. The EPA has oversight of this permitting program, including explicit veto authority
under Section 404(c).


The EPA invoked Section 404(c) to consider preemptively blocking the dredge-and-fill permit for the
proposed large-scale, open-pit copper and gold mine in Bristol Bay, Alaska. The agency also invoked the
clause retroactively to veto a dredge-and-fill permit the corps had issued for a coal mine in West
Virginia.


Natural Gas Exports Bill, Pipeline Legislation on House Agenda for June


Posted June 06, 2014, 3:45 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The House will vote this month on legislation that would expedite pending Energy Department
applications to export natural gas to non-free trade agreement countries, according to a memo from House
Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-Va.).


The House will vote the week of June 23 on H.R. 6, legislation by Rep. Cory Gardner (R-Colo.) that
would require the DOE to approve pending applications within 90 days or by the expiration of the
application's comment period.


In addition, the House will vote the week of June 23 on H.R. 3301, a bill that would eliminate the need
for presidential permits for crude oil pipelines and electric transmission lines that cross U.S. borders with
Canada and Mexico, according to the memo.


RGGI Allowances Hit New Record High of $5.02 Each


Posted June 06, 2014, 11:50 A.M. ET


By Gerald B. Silverman


Carbon dioxide allowances sold by the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative hit a new high of $5.02 each
at its first auction since the Environmental Protection Agency proposed new rules for power plants.


The results of the auction, which was held only two days after the release of the EPA rules, were highly
anticipated because RGGI is considered as a possible model for state compliance with the rules.


A total of $90.6 million was raised from the auction through the sale of 18 million allowances. Most of
the proceeds will be used by the nine RGGI states—Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island and Vermont—for energy conservation,
renewable energy and direct bill assistance programs.


Each RGGI allowance allows the holder to emit one ton of carbon dioxide. RGGI's next auction will be
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held Sept. 3.


Even before the EPA rules, the demand for RGGI allowances increased significantly because the cap-
and-trade program lowered its regional cap on emissions. Prices for RGGI allowances hit a record of $4
each in its previous auction in March.


EPA to Finish Initial Review of 52 Chemicals Under Endocrine Screening


Posted June 06, 2014, 3:48 P.M. ET


The Environmental Protection Agency anticipates completing its initial review of 52 chemicals under
the Endocrine Disruptor Screening Program by the end of 2014, according to an agency official.


David Dix, director of the EPA's Office of Science Coordination and Policy, today said the agency
expects to complete its weight-of-evidence analysis of available data and make determinations on whether
chemicals need to be subjected to further testing under the screening program.


Dix, speaking at a meeting of the Pesticide Program Dialogue Committee, said the agency will make its
determinations on the 52 chemicals, collectively referred to as List 1 chemicals because they are the initial
substances to undergo testing in the program, available to the public sometime in fiscal year 2015.


The agency is in the “latter stages” of reviewing data from around 500 studies submitted on the 52
List 1 chemicals, which are mostly pesticide active ingredients, Dix said.


Registrants of those chemicals received test orders to develop data using the Tier 1 battery, a battery
of 11 tests designed to identify substances that could interact with the estrogen, androgen or thyroid
hormone systems. Dix noted that a “significant percentage” of test order requirements for those chemicals
were met through the use of other scientifically relevant information.


Obama to Sign Water Resources Bill June 10


Posted June 06, 2014, 2:28 P.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


President Barack Obama plans to sign on June 10 legislation authorizing the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to carry out water infrastructure projects across the nation, according to a legislative aide.


The conference report reconciling the House and Senate versions of the water resources bill was
overwhelming approved in both chambers of Congress despite White House objections to the bill's
provisions for streamlining of environmental reviews.


The prospect of a presidential veto became unlikely after the Senate voted 91-7 on May 22 and the
House voted 412-4 on May 20, to approve the conference report.


Rep. Bob Gibbs (R-Ohio), chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on
Water Resources and Environment, along with other House and Senate sponsors of the bill, will be
attending the ceremony at the White House, according to Gibbs's spokeswoman, Lauren O'Toole.


The legislation would authorize Corps projects to widen and deepen ports and coastal navigation
channels; improve and replace locks, dams and levees on inland waterways; engage in ecosystem
restoration projects, especially in wetlands; and enhance storm protective measures, such as barrier sand
dunes.


Judges Reject Teens' Appeal Seeking Federal Climate Action


Posted June 06, 2014, 2:45 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


Federal appellate judges rejected an appeal by a group of California teenagers and two environmental
groups in a lawsuit that sought to compel the federal government to cap greenhouse gas emissions.


Judges from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit said the plaintiffs' lawsuit
was brought under the public trust doctrine, which the U.S. Supreme Court has found to be a matter of
state and not federal law.


“The plaintiffs point to no case ... standing for the proposition that the public trust doctrine—or claims
based upon violations of that doctrine—arise under the Constitution or laws of the United States, as would
be necessary to establish federal question jurisdiction,” the three-judge panel said in its decision
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yesterday.


The decision affirms a prior decision by the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia that also
dismissed the lawsuit.


The teens, Kids vs. Global Warming, and WildEarth Guardians had claimed in the lawsuit that the
atmosphere is a commonly shared public resource under the public trust doctrine. The original lawsuit
sought to require the federal government to adopt a plan for an immediate cap on greenhouse gas
emissions and to lower emissions by 6 percent a year starting in 2013.


Prosecutors' Discretion in Environmental Cases Reasonable, Study Finds


Posted June 06, 2014, 3:36 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


Justice Department prosecutors are largely exercising discretion appropriately in choosing which
environmental cases should be prosecuted criminally, a study by a former Justice Department official
said.


Ninety-six percent of the more than 600 pollution or related-Title 18 Justice Department cases
assessed for the study included one or more appropriate aggravating factors, the study, “Prosecutorial
Discretion and Environmental Crime,” found. Title 18 is part of the federal criminal code and has been
used in cases of conspiracy, false statements, obstruction, fraud and smuggling for environmental cases,
David Uhlmann, former chief of the Justice Department's environmental crimes section and author of the
study, said June 5.


Uhlmann said that appropriate aggravating factors include significant environmental harm or public
health effects; deceptive or misleading conduct; operating outside the regulatory system; and repetitive
violations.


The findings should calm regulated communities' concerns that prosecutors are overly or
inappropriately charging environmental violations as crimes, Uhlmann said at an American Law Institute
event. It should also provide insight into what violations may result in criminal charges, Uhlmann, the
current director of the Environmental Law and Policy Program at the University of Michigan Law School,
said.


EPA Announces Criteria to Publish Aggregated Greenhouse Gas Data


Posted June 06, 2014, 2:32 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency outlined the criteria it will use to aggregate and publish
greenhouse gas emissions data previously determined to be confidential business information in a Federal
Register notice to be published June 9.


The EPA said its plans to publish the greenhouse gas emissions data collected as part of its mandatory
reporting program at 40 C.F.R. pt. 98 in aggregate to ensure that no one business's confidential data can
be identified. The data would be used to develop the EPA's annual Inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gas
Emissions and Sinks and as part of its Facility Level Information on GreenHouse gases Tool (FLIGHT), the
Envirofacts website, and other downloadable data files.


The EPA said in the notice it will only release the aggregated data provided there are at least three
separate facilities or suppliers that are reporting their emissions and that no single owner or two owners of
the facilities contribute more than a specified percentage to the aggregated emissions.


For suppliers of industrial greenhouse gases and importers and exporters of fluorinated greenhouse
gases that report emissions from multiple gases, the EPA said it intends to aggregate those data across
product types as measured in carbon dioxide-equivalent.


Mexico, African Nations See Success in Forest Protection, Report Says


Posted June 06, 2014, 3:53 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


While Brazil often gets top billing among nations working to halt deforestation—a significant source of
global greenhouse gas emissions—other countries including Mexico, El Salvador and Guyana also have
made progress, often from policies not specifically designed to protect forests, the Union of Concerned
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Scientist said in a report.


Mexico, which has set a long-term goal to cut total emissions in half by 2050 from 2000 levels, has
been focusing on forest protection for nearly two decades, the UCS report noted. But its forest cover has
benefited, somewhat unexpectedly, from its Payment for Environmental Services program, established in
2003 and 2004, a federal payment that has put nearly a half billion dollars in largely rural areas to protect
forests and other ecosystems, according to the report, Deforestation Success Stories Tropical Nations
Where Forest Protection and Reforestation Policies Have Worked.


Mexico's funding spurred significant action to curb deforestation, particularly in rural areas: 94 percent
of the participants voluntarily spent portions of the payments on forest management, the report said.


The federal revenue was originally seen as temporary until other funding sources, perhaps from an
international carbon market that would reward forest protection with carbon credits, evolved, although
that market has yet to materialize.


Safer Technology Recommended in Chemical Security Review


Posted June 06, 2014, 10:50 A.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Federal agencies should issue guidance to clarify confusing and misunderstood regulatory programs
and consider potential rulemakings to improve the safety and security of chemicals in the United States,
according to a list of recommendations released today by an interagency group.


The recommendations, released in response to President Barack Obama's Executive Order 13,650, call
for upgrades in the Environmental Protection Agency's Risk Management Program and the Department of
Homeland Security's Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards program.


The recommendations also call for the EPA to issue, within a year, an alert on inherently safer
technologies that would detail the concepts, principles and examples of the technologies, and develop
voluntary best practices after that. Potential regulatory action would come only after the consideration of
public feedback on the best practices and alert.


Industry groups had urged the working group not to push a mandate on inherently safer technologies,
while environmental groups and many Democratic senators had urged the group to include them in the
final recommendations.
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From: White, Hal
To: Barolo, Mark; Anderson, Will; Gerber, Linda; Deitz, Rachel
Cc: Burnell, Susan; Smith, TimR; Ellenberger, Karen; Fredericks, Sharon
Subject: MTBE FOIA (ad nauseum)
Date: Thursday, February 25, 2016 5:58:58 PM
Attachments: Links On MTBE.docx


This is what I hope will be my final contribution to the subject. Attached is a Word file that
contains paired web page titles and URLs of MTBE-related web pages that used to be on
OUST's web site, but which have been relegated to the dustbin of the archive. Note that not
all files linked from certain pages are OUST-generated. Also note that the links from topic web
pages such as, for example, "MTBE Fate and Transport", "MTBE Policy Documents", and
"MTBE Remediation and Treatment", (a) no longer work in the Archive environment, but, the
descriptions accompanying the links are still accurate and should assist an interested party in
locating them, and (b) that many of these are not EPA- or OUST-produced so presumably they
are discoverable and accessible elsewhere. These may, or may not, be especially of interest to
the FOIA requestor. Above I said "final", as of now I'm not aware of any additional avenues
that I should pursue (other than those previously mentioned in my email transmission) to
identify and locate potentially responsive documents. I won't even get into the new (and
continuing) frustrations associated with Drupalization and EPA's web archive, other than to
say extraordinary effort will be required to proceed further; and that such effort is well
beyond my individual capability.
Let me know if/when/how I can be of further assistance in this endeavor.
Hal


Hal White
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Mail Code: 5401R
Washington, DC 20460
202-564-0579
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MTBE Webpages and Documents from OUST’s Pre-Drupal Web Site on MTBE


(in EPA’s Web Site Archive)





State Reports On MTBE


http://archive.epa.gov/oust/mtbe-a/web/html/mtbestat.html





MTBE Transport & Fate


http://archive.epa.gov/oust/mtbe-a/web/html/mtbetnf.html





A Circle Vicious: What Do We Know About the Other Oxygenates?


http://www.epa.gov/ust/circle-vicious-what-do-we-know-about-other-oxygenates





MTBE Fact Sheet #1 Overview


http://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPURL.cgi?Dockey=P1004PQZ.txt





MTBE Fact Sheet #3: Use and Distribution of MTBE and Ethanol


http://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPURL.cgi?Dockey=100006MP.txt 





MTBE Fact Sheet #2 Remediation of MTBE Contaminated Soil and Groundwater


http://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPURL.cgi?Dockey=P1004PR4.txt





Survey of Flexible Piping Systems


http://www.epa.gov/ust/survey-flexible-piping-systems





Summary of Workshop on Biodegradation of MTBE February 1-3, 2000


http://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPURL.cgi?Dockey=30004HH8.txt 





MTBE Policy Documents


http://archive.epa.gov/oust/mtbe-a/web/html/mtbepoli.html





MTBE Health And Safety


http://archive.epa.gov/oust/mtbe-a/web/html/mtbehealth.html





Characteristics And Chemical Properties Of MTBE


http://archive.epa.gov/oust/mtbe-a/web/html/mtbeprop.html





Annotated Chronological Bibliography Of EPA Publications On MTBE


http://archive.epa.gov/oust/mtbe-a/web/html/mtbe_bib.html


[bookmark: _GoBack]


MTBE Remediation And Treatment


http://archive.epa.gov/oust/mtbe-a/web/html/mtberem.html





About MTBE


http://archive.epa.gov/oust/mtbe-a/web/html/mtbeabt.html





Case Studies


http://archive.epa.gov/oust/mtbe-a/web/html/mtbecase.html





Human Exposure to Methyl tert-Butyl Ether (MTBE) While Bathing with Contaminated Water


http://archive.epa.gov/oust/mtbe-a/web/pdf/mtbe_dermal_report.pdf 





Analytical Methods for Fuel Oxygenates 


http://archive.epa.gov/oust/mtbe-a/web/pdf/ll42analytical.pdf





Gasoline Composition Regulations Affecting LUST Sites


http://archive.epa.gov/oust/mtbe-a/web/pdf/weaver_epa600r10001_gasoline_composition_regulations_affecting_lust_sites_final.pdf 





Summary Report on a Survey of State Experiences with MtBE and Other Oxygenate Contamination at LUST Sites


http://archive.epa.gov/oust/mtbe-a/web/pdf/2003mtbesum.pdf





MTBE Assessment, Characterization, And Analysis


http://archive.epa.gov/oust/mtbe-a/web/html/mtbeassess.html





Blue Ribbon Panel On Oxygenates In Gasoline Recommendations For UST Program Improvement


http://archive.epa.gov/oust/mtbe-a/web/html/brp_usts.html





Achieving Clean Air and Clean Water: the Report of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Oxygenates in Gasoline


http://archive.epa.gov/oust/mtbe-a/web/pdf/r99021.pdf





Interagency Assessment of Oxygenated Fuels


http://archive.epa.gov/oust/mtbe-a/web/pdf/ostpfin.pdf 





Modeling Subsurface Petroleum Hydrocarbon Transport


http://archive.epa.gov/athens/archive-athens/web/html/testm.html





EPA On-line Tools for Site Assessment Calculation


http://archive.epa.gov/athens/archive-athens/web/html/afuel_onsite.html 










From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Petroleum group says EPA may flip-flop on ethanol mandate
Date: Wednesday, April 16, 2014 7:17:26 AM


News Headline: Petroleum group says EPA may flip-flop on ethanol mandate | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Hill - Online, The
News Text: A top petroleum group is anticipating the Environmental Protection Agency will flip on
the proposed levels it released late last year for the amount of ethanol and other biofuels refiners
must blend into the nation's fuel supply.
 
EPA proposed its draft 2014 blending volumes under the federal Renewable Fuel Standard in
November to cheers from oil companies, which called it a move in the right direction.
 
The proposal cut the amount of blending volumes for refiners for the first time since 2007 when the
standards were expanded.
 
But EPA may go back on that proposal if recent comments from EPA head Gina McCarthy are any
indication, said Charles Drevna, president of the American Fuel and Petrochemical Manufacturers
(AFPM).
 
"Recently Gina McCarthy has been remarking that the volumetric requirements for the finalized
[Renewable Fuel Standard] may be different than the proposed rule," Drevna said to reporters on
Tuesday.
 
Drevna said the EPA is thinking about increasing the volumes because the Energy Department's stat
shop estimates there will be an increase in gasoline demand in the next year.
 
AFPM along with the oil industry want the proposal to stay as is. Opponents of the rule want to see
the renewable fuel mandate repealed all together, but that's not likely to happen during an election
year, let alone with a divided Congress.
 
"Administrator McCarthy keeps talking about the administration's goal and her commitment to
incentivize innovation," Drevna said. What the hell does that mean? Does that mean continually
picking winners and losers? Does that mean listening to the advanced biofuels producers people to
just be patient with us?"
 
The EPA's current proposal requires 15.21 billion gallons be blended in 2014, down from 16.55
billion gallons in 2013.
 
If the EPA decides to return to 2013 levels or set a higher marker they will anger petroleum and oil
companies but once again be on the good side of biofuel producers.
 
Ethanol and other biofuel producers argued that the 2014 proposal put the nation's renewable
energy policy in the hands of oil companies, killing innovation and evolution in motor vehicles.
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Drevna said AFOM recognizes the agency is under a good deal of political pressure, but is troubled
by recent comments.
 
"One of the things that's the most disconcerting is I heard an EPA official say that the comments they
were getting in favor of adjusting the proposal upward so outweighed the comments to keep the
proposal at the lower levels," Drevna said, adding that the quantity of comments shouldn't be a
factor.
 
 
Return to Top








From: Smith, TimR
To: jmt@fwcitilink.com
Bcc: Fredericks, Sharon
Subject: Reply to inquiry regarding UST training and certification
Date: Thursday, September 24, 2015 9:41:00 AM


Hello Mr. Trabert –
 
I received your e-mail below.
 
Unfortunately, there is no easy answer to the question that you asked about underground storage
tank training and certification.  Many states have UST system operator training requirements, some
states require tank tester, installer, and removal specific certification.
 
When you get a chance, please give me a call.  My contact information is below.  Instead of listing a
few potential training and certification resources that may not meet your needs, I would like to get
some additional information from you to better tailor my response to your individual situation. 
 
I look forward to speaking with you soon.
 
Best regards,
Tim
 
=================
TimR Smith
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
Release Prevention Division - MC5402P
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
Email: smith.timr@epa.gov
Office: 703-603-7158
=================
-----Original Message-----
From: drupal_admin@epa.gov [mailto:drupal_admin@epa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 5:38 PM
To:
Subject: Form submission from: Underground Storage Tanks (USTs) Contact Us About Underground
Storage Tanks (USTs) form
 
Submitted on 09/23/2015 5:38PM
Submitted values are:
 
Name: Jason Trabert
Email: jmt@fwcitilink.com
Comments:
i need to get trained and or certified in ust but im having troble finding out how to do this. could you
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please tell me how i can do this.
 
thank you
 
Jason
Web Area: Underground Storage Tanks (USTs)
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Advocacy Groups Ask Indiana Court
To Overturn Duke Energy Rate Orders
LANSING, Mich.—A coalition of environmental groups is asking an
Indiana appeals court to overturn a set of orders from the Indiana
Utility Regulatory Commission allowing Duke Energy Co. to raise
rates in order to pay for construction...


Air Pollution
Ameren Challenges EPA Decision to Designate
Illinois Area as Violating Sulfur Air Standard
The operator of a coal-fired power plant is challenging the
Environmental Protection Agency's nonattainment designations
for the 2010 sulfur dioxide standard (Ameren Energy Resources
Generating Co. v. EPA, 7th Cir., No. 13-2959,...


Air Pollution
Carnival Corp. Exempted From Fuel Rules
In Exchange for Pledge on Emission Controls
Carnival Corp., the Environmental Protection Agency, and the
U.S. Coast Guard have reached an agreement in principle
exempting Carnival from maritime low-sulfur fuel standards in
exchange for a company commitment to develop new emissions...


Air Pollution
New Mexico Regulators Approve Plan
To Retire Coal-Fired Generating Units
PHOENIX—A plan that would lead to retirement of two of four
coal-fired power generating units at the San Juan Generating
Station in northwest New Mexico, part of an effort to reduce
regional haze, has cleared a key hurdle....
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Air Pollution
Shell to Pay $1.1 Million to Resolve
Alleged Air Act Violations in Arctic Seas
ANCHORAGE, Alaska—Shell will pay $1.1 million in fines for
violations of the Clean Air Act allegedly committed by ships it
used in 2012 to drill offshore Arctic exploration wells, the
Environmental Protection Agency said Sept. 5....


Climate Change
FEMA to Encourage Resiliency Planning
With Focus on Science Behind Risks
The Federal Emergency Management Agency will seek to
encourage more resiliency planning among individuals and
communities in part by putting a greater emphasis on the
scientific basis for preparing for natural disasters and other
risks,...


Climate Change
McCarthy, OMB Meet With Utility Industry
On Power Plant Emissions, Permitting Rules
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy
met with electric utility representatives to discuss pending rules
on carbon dioxide emissions and water permitting as the White
House continues its discussions with the industry...


Climate Change
U.S., China Lead G-20 Countries in Pledge
To Reduce HFCs Through Montreal Protocol
The United States and China led countries at the Group of 20
summit in St. Petersburg, Russia, in an agreement to use the
Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer to
reduce the production and consumption of hydrofluorocarbons...


Corporate Responsibility
Procter & Gamble Declares 2014 Deadline
To Stop Use of Phthalates, Triclosan
The Procter & Gamble Co. recently announced it will remove
phthalates and triclosan from its products by the end of 2014....


Emissions Trading
European Commission Approves Plans for
Split of Free, Auctioned Emissions Allowances
BRUSSELS—The European Commission Sept. 5 adopted a
technical decision that approved most EU member states' plans
for the portion of EU greenhouse gas emission allowances to be
allocated for free and the portion to be distributed...


Emissions Trading
Regional Initiative Carbon Allowances
Sell for $2.67 Each in Latest Auction
ALBANY, N.Y.—The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative
announced Sept. 6 that 38.4 million carbon dioxide allowances
were sold in its recent auction at a price of $2.67 per
allowance....


Energy
Earthjustice Accuses Company Planning
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Pacific Oil Terminal of Misleading Regulators
SEATTLE—An Earthjustice attorney representing a tribe seeking
to stop a proposed crude oil terminal on the Pacific Coast told the
Washington Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC) that
terminal operators surreptitiously...


Energy
EU Sets Efficiency Standards for Heaters
BRUSSELS—The European Commission Sept. 6 published four
technical regulations that update energy efficiency and eco-
labeling requirements for space heaters, water heaters, and hot
water storage tanks sold in the European Union....


Energy
Inspector General Says Electronic Reporting
Would Improve Renewable Fuels Oversight
The Environmental Protection Agency should improve its
compliance monitoring of the renewable fuel standard by
requiring that all documents be submitted electronically, the
Office of the Inspector General said in a report released Sept....


Energy
U.S., France Seek Global Regime on Nuclear Liability
PARIS—The United States and France have pledged to work
toward a global regime on civil nuclear liability that would make
operators "exclusively" liable for damage caused by nuclear
accidents. According to a joint declaration...


Fuel Efficiency
Japan Revises Regulations to Accommodate
Anticipated Growth in Fuel Cell Vehicles
TOKYO—Japan's Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry has
amended ordinances and regulations to better accommodate
hydrogen fuel cell vehicles as the country's automakers gear up
for commercial production and launch...


Hazmat Transport
Coast Guard Expands List of Portable Tanks
Approved for Transport to Offshore Platforms
The list of portable tanks approved for transporting hazardous
materials to and from offshore oil and gas platforms will be
expanded under a final rule the U.S. Coast Guard published Sept.
6, eliminating the need to apply for a special permit...


Mining
Court Dismisses Mining Company Claims,
Says Administrative Appeal Must Be Decided
A federal appeals court has dismissed a mining company's
request to declare that a state agency had authority over its
permits and enjoin an Interior Department enforcement action
alleging the company did not adequately reclaim two mining...


Pipeline Safety
PG&E Tries to Explain Nine-Month Delay
In Correcting Faulty Pipeline Weld Records
SAN FRANCISCO—Attorneys for Pacific Gas & Electric Co. tried to
explain to regulators Sept. 6 why the utility filed a document late
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July 3 declaring that it erroneously reported two years earlier that
two massive natural gas pipelines...


Solid Waste
EPA Will Not Extend Comment Deadline
On Coal Ash Data Despite Industry Requests
The Environmental Protection Agency told Bloomberg BNA it will
not extend the public comment period of newly released data
relevant to the coal ash rulemaking despite requests from
industry groups to allow more time....


Toxic Substances
EPA Pulls From OMB Review Proposed Rules
On Chemicals of Concern, Chemical Identity
The Environmental Protection Agency has withdrawn a proposed
rule that would have established a "chemicals of concern" list and
another proposed rule that would have required manufacturers to
disclose on certain documents the...


Water Pollution
Environmental Groups Seek to Back EPA
In Lawsuit Over Public Release of CAFO Data
Three environmental groups are seeking a federal court's
permission to intervene on behalf of the Environmental Protection
Agency, which has been sued by agriculture and livestock groups
to block the public release of information about...


Water Pollution
Ohio Sierra Club Petitions Governor
To Reinstate Water Official, Take Other Steps
CINCINNATI—The Ohio Sierra Club has launched a campaign to
save the state surface water chief's job....


Water Resources
Global Wastewater Reuse Is Minimal,
Report Finds, Citing Extensive Data Gaps
Less than 4 percent of all wastewater is reused, despite strains on
water supplies in many parts of the world, according to a new
report....


Water Resources
Petition Drive Seeks Audit of Utah Division
Of Water Resources to Spur Climate Study
DENVER—An environmental group in Salt Lake City has launched
a petition drive designed to spur the Utah Division of Water
Resources to analyze the effects of climate change on state water
supplies, the group's spokesman told Bloomberg...


Water Resources
Water Resources Reauthorization Measure
Main Item on House Transportation Agenda
Legislation to reauthorize funding for water resources projects will
be a top priority for the House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee when lawmakers return from recess Sept. 9 but
unrelated legislative priorities including...
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Hill Watch: Energy & Environment
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SPECIAL REPORT


Energy
Efficiency Bill Offers Best Prospect for
Congressional Action on Energy, Climate
The best prospect for energy and climate legislation during the
remainder of 2013 is a modest energy efficiency bill scheduled to
be considered on the Senate floor, but even that measure faces
an uncertain future. ...
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NEWS


Climate Change
Collins Joins Democrat on Bill to Cut HFCs,
Methane Leakage, Other Emission Sources
Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) has secured the support of a
Republican colleague on a draft bill the two are to unveil June 26
to cut emissions of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), methane and
other "short-lived" climate pollutants, the senator...


Climate Change
EU Costs From Warming May Reach
$259 Billion in 2071-2100, Study Finds
Climate damages in the European Union from global warming
could rise to at least 190 billion euros ($259 billion) a year in the
2071-2100 period, a study by the 28-nation bloc found....


Climate Change
Fighting Climate Change Is Profitable,
Mexico’s Former President Calderon Says
Curbing climate change is profitable, and nations must offer
business incentives for low-carbon growth to cut fossil-fuel
reliance, according to former president of Mexico, Felipe
Calderon....


Climate Change
Poll Finds Small Business Support for Climate Rules
Eighty-seven percent of small business owners said the effects of
climate change could negatively effect their businesses, with half
supporting the Environmental Protection Agency's plan to
regulate greenhouse gas emissions, according...


Drilling
Colorado Halts Activity at Drilling Wastewater
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Injection Well After Two Earthquakes Occur
Colorado has halted the disposal of oil and gas wastewater at an
injection well while state regulators review whether the well is
linked to recent seismic activity recorded nearby. ...


Drilling
Voters in Loveland, Colo., Reject Two-Year
Moratorium on Hydraulic Fracturing in City
Voters in Loveland, Colo., rejected a measure that would have
imposed a two-year moratorium on the use of hydraulic
fracturing, or fracking, by oil and gas producers within city limits.
...


Drinking Water
EPA Suggests Reducing Monitoring Period
For Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency is considering reducing the
monitoring period for unregulated contaminants found in drinking
water from three years to two years in an upcoming rule, an
agency official said June 25....


Emergency Response
CSB Chairman May Survive Political
Onslaught Following Release of E-Mails
In response to intense political pressure, the Chemical Safety and
Hazard Investigation Board will turn over disputed e-mails to
government investigators probing allegations of an unlawful
disclosure of a whistle-blower's identity....


Endangered Species
Agencies Allow More Comment on Rules for Species
The public will have until Oct. 9 to submit comments on proposed
rules to refine procedures under the Endangered Species Act for
designating critical habitat. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration...


Energy
Furnace Fan Energy Requirements Opposed
By Manufacturers to Save $9 Billion by 2030
Mandatory energy efficiency standards for residential furnace fans
will save $9 billion by 2030, according to a final rule opposed by
manufacturers that the Energy Department made public June
25....


Energy
House Passes Bill to Increase LNG Exports;
DOE Has 30 Days to Act on License Requests
The House passed a bill (H.R. 6) June 25 that would give the
Department of Energy 30 days after completion of a final
environmental review to decide whether to grant a license to
export liquefied natural gas....


Energy
IRS Seeks Comment on Tax Form
For Low Sulfur Diesel Fuel Credit
The Internal Revenue Service has asked for public comment on a
tax form that small refiners use to claim the low sulfur diesel fuel
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production credit created by a 2004 law....


Energy
McCarthy Hopes to Issue Final
2014 Renewable Fuel Standard ‘Soon’
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy
told reporters June 25 she hopes to issue a final 2014 renewable
fuel standard "soon" but was unable to provide a more specific
timeframe when asked if it would be completed...


Energy
Senate Natural Gas Export Bill
Likely to Get to Markup, Landrieu Says
Senate legislation that would require the Energy Department to
expedite the review of pending applications to export liquefied
natural gas to overseas nations will likely be marked up by the
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee...


Energy
Senate Panel Considers Ways to Improve
Work on Energy-Water Interdependency
Obama administration officials testified June 25 at a congressional
hearing that they supported the intentions of a proposed Nexus of
Energy and Water for Sustainability Act of 2014 (S. 1971) and
said they want to work with the Senate Energy...


Enforcement
Albertsons Supermarket to Pay $3.3 Million
In Settlement Over Hazardous Waste Charges
The Albertsons grocery chain has settled a lawsuit filed by various
southern California agencies alleging the illegal disposal,
transportation, storage and mismanagement of hazardous wastes
for $3.38 million (California v. Albertsons...


Enforcement
EPA Updates Water Act Enforcement Data Tool
The Environmental Protection Agency released June 24 an
updated version of the Enforcement and Compliance History
Online (ECHO) tool. The new version of the database—ECHO
Release 2.2—allows users to search Clean Water Act...


Enforcement
Lack of Permanent DOJ Environment Head
Could Affect Operations, Former Officials Say
The Justice Department's Environment and Natural Resources
Division has gone more than a year without a permanent
assistant attorney general, which former department officials say
could mean missed opportunities and less-than-optimal...


EPA
Issa Tells McCarthy He Intends to Hold EPA
In Contempt Over Document Request
Rep. Darrell Issa (R-Calif.), chairman of the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee, said June 25 he intends to hold
the Environmental Protection Agency in contempt for not turning
over certain documents to Congress....
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Hazardous Waste
EPA Expands Reporting Requirements
For CRT Exports to Improve Tracking
The Environmental Protection Agency has finalized revisions to
export regulations for cathode ray tubes (CRTs) as part of the
agency's effort to enable better tracking and management of the
waste streams....


International Issues
British Columbia Tests Green Label’s
Debt Allure in Selling Hospital Bonds
British Columbia is selling hospital bonds by touting the projects'
environmental credentials in the first test of the green-bond
label's usefulness in winning financing for provincial infrastructure
projects....


Invasive Species
New Barrier, Other Controls to Be Deployed
In Chicago Area to Combat Asian Carp
A $24 million electric barrier in the Chicago Area Waterway
system and a barrier that physically separates the Great Lakes
and Mississippi River basins near Fort Wayne, Ind., are among
projects included in a new framework announced June 24...


Mining
Bristol Bay Mine Ballot Initiative Meets
Constitutional Muster, Alaska High Court Says
A ballot initiative that would require legislative approval for the
Pebble Mine, or any mine of its size, in Alaska's Bristol Bay region
meets the state's constitutional requirements and may appear on
the Nov. 4 ballot, the Alaska...


Mining
Utah Supreme Court Dismisses Environmental
Group's Petition Against Tar Sands Strip Mine
The Utah Supreme Court has dismissed an environmental group's
challenge of a discharge permit for a tar sands bitumen-
extraction project in the state's Uintah Basin, which lies in part of
the Colorado River Basin (Living Rivers v....


Oceans
Business Leaders, Officials Push
International Community on Ocean Plan
International business leaders and former government officials
called on the international community to implement a five-year
rescue package to protect ocean health....


Pesticides
Retailers Working to Limit Neonicotinoid
Use on Plants Due to Bee Concerns
Two U.S. retailers are taking steps to limit the use of
neonicotinoid insecticides on plants sold in their stores because of
concerns about pollinator health....


Radioactive Waste
Senate Panel Approves Nominee to Head
DOE's Environmental Management Office
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The Senate Armed Services Committee approved the nomination
of Monica Regalbuto to serve as the Department of Energy's
assistant secretary of energy for environmental management....


Risk Assessment
Dry Cleaners, Degreasers, Their Children
Face Health Risks From Solvent, EPA Finds
Thousands of dry cleaning workers and employees in small
commercial degreasing shops face an increased risk of
contracting cancer and giving birth to children with cardiac or
other health problems, according to a final assessment the
Environmental...


Risk Assessment
Hexavalent Chromium Toxicity Data Coming;
EPA Urged to Analyze More Health Hazards
Trade associations are conducting additional human and animal
studies to help the Environmental Protection Agency interpret
research that has found cancer and other health problems
associated with hexavalent chromium, consultants for...


Risk Assessment
Industry Voices ‘Outweigh' Public Interests
At IRIS Meeting, Some Advocates Charge
Some environmental organizations and health professionals are
boycotting a three-day Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS)
meeting, saying the Environmental Protection Agency is allowing
industry groups to dominate its agenda....


Sustainability
SASB Issues Guidelines for Resources Sector
To Report on Sustainability Issues to SEC
The Sustainability Accounting Standards Board (SASB) released
June 25 voluntary guidelines for helping companies such as
ConocoPhillips and Alpha Natural Resources report on how climate
change regulations and other sustainability issues...


Sustainability
Trade in Environmental Goods, Services
Called Driving Force for Green Economy
The world is ready for an inclusive green economy, and countries
should invest heavily in green technology and offer environmental
goods and services that are crucial for global sustainable
development, United Nations Environment Program...


Water Pollution
Deadline Set for Comments on Selenium Criterion
The Environmental Protection Agency will accept public comments
through July 26 on an external peer review document containing
a draft aquatic life ambient water quality criterion for selenium.
The EPA notice reopening the comment period...


Water Pollution
EPA Orders 85 Pennsylvania Municipalities
To Improve Stormwater Runoff Programs
The Environmental Protection Agency has ordered 85
municipalities in north-central and northeast Pennsylvania to
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upgrade their stormwater management programs, which the EPA
said are crucial to improving water quality in local streams...


SPECIAL REPORT


Energy
Crumbling U.S. Grid Gets Jolt Creating
Smarter Power in Houston, Across Country
On a recent muggy morning, Jeff Myerson, a manager for
Houston-based CenterPoint Energy Inc., is pointing to mundane-
looking gray metal boxes up on a wooden utility pole. They mask
high-tech capabilities: state-of-the-art wireless relays...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


JUNE 25 FEDERAL REGISTER


JUNE 26 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: White, Hal
To: Barolo, Mark; Anderson, Will; Gerber, Linda; Burnell, Susan; Smith, TimR; Deitz, Rachel
Subject: MTBE FOIA
Date: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 12:15:34 PM


As part of following-up from today's meeting on the subject, below is a facsimile of the current
presentation of information on MTBE from OUST's Drupalized web site (go to
http://www.epa.gov/ust/contaminants-concern-coc-underground-storage-tank-ust-
sites#mtbe). Note that there are only two links, both in the MTBE Resources highlight box.
What happened to the rest of the MTBE information that was on OUST's web site prior to
Drupalization I cannot say; attempts to find information in the archive have been frustrating to
say the least. Suffice it to say that either the search function for the archive is defective (after
scanning a seemingly random number of results pages your next click takes you to EPA's
current web site with thousands of results, but after looking at 20 or pages of these results,
the search decides you've seen enough and simply quits) or the idiots in charge believe what
I'm calling a "defect" to be a feature! I've received no response to my email informing them of
this problem and asking that it be fixed. I have found 33 documents on MTBE that used to be
on OUST's web site, but my earlier search was not conducted for the purposes of the FOIA (I
didn't even know about it then) so I cannot say which if any of these 33 may be potentially
responsive. To figure this out I'll have to recreate the search and scroll through hundreds of
hits. Not sure how long this will take, but don't count on it this week.


Methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE)
The use of methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) in
gasoline sold in the U.S. has virtually ceased in
recent years. EPA's federal underground storage
tank (UST) regulations have contributed greatly to
reducing soil and ground water contamination by
MTBE and other fuel components from USTs.
However, not all UST systems are regulated and
not all components of regulated UST systems are
regulated. Even with the most ideal regulations,
there will continue to be equipment failures and
installation mistakes which will result in releases of
fuel into the environment. EPA continues to work
with states to increase the compliance rate with the
spill, overfill, and corrosion protection requirements
of the federal UST regulations. EPA is also working with states to improve the
compliance rate with the leak detection requirements; we are jointly undertaking a
major multi-year effort to increase UST owners' and operators' compliance rates
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through compliance assistance, UST inspections, and enforcement.


MTBE was found in gasoline (and other petroleum fuels) that was commonly stored in
USTs. MTBE was typically added to reformulated gasoline, oxygenated fuel, and
premium grades of unleaded gasoline. EPA has not set a national standard for MTBE
in drinking water, although some states have set their own limits. In December 1997,
EPA issued a Drinking Water Advisory. This advisory established a taste threshold of
40 ppb and an odor threshold of 20 ppb.


Although leaking USTs are the primary source of MTBE contamination, there are
many other potential sources as well, such as discharge of unburned fuel from
watercraft (especially two-stroke engines); gasoline spills from automobile and tanker
truck accidents; gasoline spills and drips when refueling automobiles, lawnmowers,
tractors and other machines; plus leaks from pipelines and aboveground storage
tanks.


EPA is continuing to study both the potential health effects and the occurrence of
MTBE, and MTBE is on a list of contaminants for which EPA is considering setting
drinking water standards.


Hal White
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Mail Code: 5401R
Washington, DC 20460
202-564-0579








From: Weaver, Jim
To: Kremer, Fran; White, Hal
Subject: RE: Benzene, MTBE, and TBA plume lengths
Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2015 4:43:28 PM


Thanks,  This fits in very well with plans for plume length estimators.
 
-Jim
 
 


From: Kremer, Fran 
Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2015 2:00 PM
To: Weaver, Jim; White, Hal
Subject: Benzene, MTBE, and TBA plume lengths
 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/gwat.12233/epdf
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From: Mungin-Davis, Queenie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Cc: Weaver, Jim; Kremer, Fran
Subject: Technology Innovation News Survey - CLEANUP NEWS
Date: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 5:26:43 PM


Cleanup News
 
FIELD APPLICATION OF MODIFIED IN SITU SOIL FLUSHING IN COMBINATION
WITH AIR SPARGING AT A MILITARY SITE POLLUTED BY DIESEL AND
GASOLINE IN KOREA
Lee, H., Y. Lee, J. Kim, and C. Kim. International Journal of Environmental Research
& Public Health, Vol 11 No 9, 8806-8824, 2014 


A modified soil flushing procedure with surfactants and air sparging was implemented
in full-scale operation at a fuel-contaminated military site. The objective was to
improve removal efficiency at depths >7 m. Slurping and soil flushing operations were
conducted for 10 months in the first stage, and a modified process of soil flushing
serially operated with air sparging was used in the second stage. TPH removal
efficiencies were 52.8%, 57.4%, and 61.8% for the soil layers at 6-7, 7-8, and 8-9 m,
respectively. Total TPH and BTEX mass removed during the full-scale operation was
5,109 and 752 kg, respectively. Crucial factors identified from a serial pilot study and
during unit process operation provide meaningful information for operations of more
than 12 months that use surfactant-aided soil flushing at sites affected by gasoline
and diesel. The findings also provide information regarding the scale-up process for
modifying technology from a column test to a pilot study and then to full-scale
application. This paper is Open Access at http://www.mdpi.com/1660-
4601/11/9/8806/htm.
 


Research
 
 
REVIEW OF QUANTITATIVE SURVEYS OF THE LENGTH AND STABILITY OF
MTBE, TBA, AND BENZENE PLUMES IN GROUNDWATER AT UST SITES
Connor, J.A., R. Kamath, K.L. Walker, and T.E. McHugh.
Groundwater, [Epub prior to print] 2014


Data from 13 published scientific surveys show the observed lengths of benzene and
MTBE plumes to be relatively consistent among various regions and hydrogeologic
settings, with median lengths at a delineation limit of 10 µg/L falling into relatively
narrow ranges from 101 to 185 ft for benzene and 110 to 178?ft for MTBE. The
observed statistical distributions of MTBE and benzene plumes show the two plume
types to be of comparable lengths, with 90th percentile MTBE plume lengths
moderately exceeding benzene plume lengths by 16% at a 10-µg/L delineation limit
(400?ft versus 345 ft) and 25% at a 5-µg/L delineation limit (530?ft versus 425?ft).
Stability analyses for benzene and MTBE plumes found 94 and 93% of these plumes,
respectively, to be in a nonexpanding condition, and over 91% of individual
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monitoring wells to exhibit nonincreasing concentration trends. Three published
studies addressing TBA found TBA plumes to be of comparable length to MTBE and
benzene plumes, with 86% of wells in one study showing nonincreasing concentration
trends. This paper is Open Access at
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/gwat.12233/full.
 
 
General News
 
LEAD SCAVENGERS SURVEY REPORT
Association of State and Territorial Solid Waste Management Officials (ASTSWMO),
LUST Task Force, 49 pp, 2014


The lead scavengers ethylene dibromide (EDB) and 1,2-dichloroethane (1,2-DCA)
were present in leaded gasoline nationwide from the early 1920s to the late 1980s,
were removed from leaded fuels in the late 1980s due to the potential risks lead
poses, and remain a serious potential groundwater contaminant and risk to human
health and the environment. In 2013, ASTSWMO requested information from all
states and territories to determine what activities are taken by the tanks programs to
identify and remediate EDB and 1,2-DCA. Thirty-five states responded, and the Task
Force found great variation from state to state on how lead scavenger issues are
addressed, as is summarized in this report.
http://astswmo.org/Files/Policies_and_Publications/Tanks/2014-08-
ASTSWMOLeadScavengersReport-FINAL%20(2).pdf
 
 
 
 
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
Cleanup & Revitalization Division - MC5401P
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
Office: 703-603-7176
 
FOR FEDEX OR UPS DELIVERIES USE:
Two Potomac Yard (North Bldg, N6326)
2733 S. Crystal Drive
Arlington, VA 22202
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Small Refiner Claims EPA"s RFS Discriminates Against Non-Ethanol Plants
Date: Friday, January 30, 2015 8:39:11 AM


 
 
 
Daily News
 
Small Refiner Claims EPA's RFS Discriminates Against Non-Ethanol Plants
 
Posted: January 29, 2015
 
 
Small oil refining industry officials have met with EPA and White House Office of Management &
Budget (OMB) officials to raise their concerns that the agency's renewable fuel standard (RFS)
discriminates against refiners that do not blend ethanol, seeking changes to the program to ease
their compliance burdens under the program.
 
A source with knowledge of the Jan. 8 meeting says the issues that the Wyoming Refining Company
(WRC) raised with administration officials mirror those in ongoing litigation brought by the company
against EPA in Hermes Consolidated, LLC, Dba WRC v. EPA, pending in the D.C. Circuit. In that
lawsuit, the refiner is challenging the agency's decision not to extend a waiver from RFS
requirements through to the 2013 RFS compliance year.
 
The RFS is premised on the idea that “everyone's compliance costs are the same,” but “we know
that is wholly inaccurate,” the source says. Proof of this is provided by costs of renewable
identification numbers (RINs) -- tradeable credits for renewable fuel production -- which at times far
exceed what they should be. Wall Street speculators and other “non-obligated parties” to RFS
mandates are driving up prices, the source says.
 
“If you are a merchant refiner without blending capabilities, your costs are substantially higher” than
refineries blending their own ethanol, as these refiners must buy RINs to comply because of their
inability to meet the RFS' renewable fuel production targets by blending, the source says. The issue
affects a host of refiners such as Valero, Monroe Energy and Total Petroleum, the source adds.
 
The source says Wyoming Refining wants EPA to revise the RFS to give companies exclusively
blending renewable fuels a compliance obligation and to decrease the proposed 2014 volumes so as
not to create “RIN scarcity” that would drive up RIN prices, and grant it “hardship relief” from the
rule it has received in previous years.
 
EPA's decision to decline giving the company an RFS hardship relief waiver for the 2013 fuel targets
is at the center of the Hermes litigation in the D.C. Circuit. In the case, Wyoming Refining says that
EPA wrongly refused to renew a waiver from RFS compliance for small refiners -- those processing
less than 75,000 barrels of oil per day -- that the company has enjoyed in the early years of the RFS.
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At Nov. 12 oral arguments, the company outlined its claim that EPA had arbitrarily changed the
terms under which the waiver was granted and miscalculated the company's financial position when
determining if sufficient economic hardship existed to grant a waiver.
 
However, despite EPA's admissions that it made mistakes in the financial assessment, attorneys
representing the agency insisted at arguments that EPA's new methodology for assessing hardship is
legitimate and the same as that used for other such decisions on 2013 waiver applications.
 
Judge David Tatel questioned the company's injury stemming from EPA's waiver decision, given that
the same methods were used for other applicants, and that question could pose a major hurdle for
the company's suit. Without showing injury, petitioners normally cannot show legal standing to sue.
-- Stuart Parker (sparker@iwpnews.com)
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Following up on today's call on the subject, I've browsed through the "Web Sites" folder on
OUST's I:Share. Years ago I created this folder and its subfolders, two of which are
"SWERUST1" and "USTDOWEB". Each of these folders contain various subfolders with
electronic files that represent backups of OUST's public web site (the former) and OUST's
intranet web site (the latter) at that particular point in time (the last update for these web
pages and documents was around 2000-2001). I've attached some potentially responsive files
for the subject. From USTDOWEB all the files are PDFs and represent (1) national conference
agendas and associated files for 1991, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, and 1999
(generally the file names start with "NATC" or "NC") and (2) state fund
administrators conference agendas for 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, and 1999
(these start with "SFA"). The file "index.htm" is from the "Safegas" folder (which is for "Safe
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460



JAN 18, 2000



OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND EMERGENCY



RESPONSE



MEMORANDUM



SUBJECT: Monitoring and Reporting of MTBE and Other Oxygenates at UST Release Sites



FROM: Sammy Ng, Acting Director
Office of Underground Storage Tanks



TO: Regional UST Program Managers, Regions 1-10
State UST/LUST Program Managers



I am writing to strongly urge and recommend all state UST/LUST program managers 
immediately begin monitoring and reporting of methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) and other
oxygenates in groundwater at all underground storage tank (UST) release sites nationwide.  If
you detect MTBE or other oxygenates during monitoring at sites, EPA strongly advises that
states take immediate and aggressive remedial action to address the contamination.  To promote
nationwide consistency, I am also advocating that EPA staff follow this approach for sites where
EPA is undertaking or overseeing corrective actions such as sites in Indian Country.  



Background



As you are well aware, U.S. EPA Administrator Carol Browner in November 1998
appointed a Blue Ribbon Panel on Oxygenates in Gasoline to investigate air quality benefits and
water quality concerns associated with oxygenates in gasoline.  In July 1999, the Blue Ribbon
Panel provided the Administrator with findings and recommendations, and provided suggested
actions for a number of programs in EPA, including the UST program.  One particular
recommendation in the prevention area suggested that EPA “require monitoring and reporting of
MTBE and other ethers in groundwater at all UST release sites”.  



In the past, EPA has worked cooperatively with the Association of State and Territorial
Solid Waste Management Officials (ASTSWMO) and other organizations to provide states with
various opportunities and forums (such as the annual national UST conference) to raise states’
awareness of the MTBE issue.  Additionally, EPA has recommended that states routinely analyze
at sites for MTBE and encouraged states to take proactive steps in assessing their sites for
MTBE.  To date, approximately 25 states have established cleanup levels for MTBE in
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groundwater; EPA encourages those other states which have not yet done so, to take similar
action and establish cleanup levels. 



Monitoring and Reporting Are Appropriate Actions



Provisions of the Clean Air Act require the use of oxygenates in fuel.  These oxygenated
fuels are also referred to as reformulated gasoline (RFG) or oxy-fuels.  MTBE is merely one of
many possible oxygenates that may be present in petroleum fuels.  While MTBE has received
most of the publicity recently, it is by no means the only chemical of concern for which you should
be monitoring and reporting.  For example, the oxygenate TBA is both a degradation product of
MTBE and a fuel additive in its own right; it is also potentially more toxic than MTBE.  You
should also carefully consider assessing for other oxygenates (that include, but are not limited to,
TAME, DIPE, ETBE, ethanol, and methanol).  



For many years, MTBE has been recognized as a potential human carcinogen.  Even
though studies to establish an exposure limit are still incomplete, EPA’s Office of Water (OW) 
issued a drinking water advisory for MTBE in December 1997.  This advisory specifies a range of
20-40 micrograms per liter, which should be low enough to both protect human health and
eliminate objectionable taste and odor in drinking water.  Because of the many steps involved in
establishing a regulation that sets the drinking water standard to control the level of contaminants
(such as MTBE) in drinking water, OW believes it could take approximately 10 years for EPA to
issue a regulation determining the maximum contaminant level for MTBE.



Even though the use of gasoline containing MTBE or other oxygenates of any type is
required in relatively few areas of the country, it is possible that it may be present in other areas as
well.  It is reasonable to assume that, even though your state does not require the use of
oxygenated fuels, those types of fuels are, or most probably have been, sold and used in your
state.  In fact, MTBE has been found in some fuels (for example, heating oil) in which it was
never intended to be used.



MTBE and other oxygenates behave differently in the environment than do the aromatic
hydrocarbons, such as benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylene (BTEX).  Therefore,
conventional or traditional site characterization strategies and techniques designed to assess
BTEX plumes may fail to detect MTBE plumes.  MTBE is significantly less biodegradeable than
is BTEX, and MTBE does not sorb to aquifer material.  As a result, MTBE moves farther and
faster than does BTEX.  Plumes tend to move deeper into aquifers as they move away from the
source.  Because MTBE plumes move farther from the source, MTBE may occur deeper in
aquifers than does BTEX.  Wells with short screens installed across the water table may fail to
sample MTBE plumes.  Conversely, wells with long screens may yield greatly diluted samples that
mask the presence of MTBE and other contaminants.



To adequately characterize an MTBE plume, the focus must be on identifying its three-
dimensional characteristics.  Monitoring wells should be "nested" (that is, several wells installed
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close together with narrow screened intervals).  The vertical distribution of hydraulic conductivity
should be determined before a nest of permanent monitoring wells are installed at a new location. 
This can be done by examining core samples, by pressure dissipation tests with a cone
penetrometer, or by miniature specific capacity tests in temporary push wells.   The screens of
permanent monitoring wells should be installed across the depth intervals with the highest
hydraulic conductivity.  If plumes appear to dive into the aquifer as they move down gradient of
the source, the deepest well in the cluster should either be free of MTBE contamination, or be
screened in material with low hydraulic conductivity that acts as an effective confining layer for
the plume.



Because the potential area of the MTBE plume is much larger than for BTEX, there’s an
increased probability of encountering preferential migration pathways, such as sand stringers,
fractures, and utility conduits.  These pathways should be identified as they may provide avenues
for plume migration that are either in unanticipated directions or at greatly increased rates over
what is commonly expected based on ambient conditions.  Monitoring well networks should be
organized in transects that are perpendicular to ground water flow.  Well spacing in the transects
should be relatively closely spaced to minimize the possibility of the MTBE plume migrating
across the transect undetected.  



As with most work to identify and solve a problem, the earlier you identify the problem,
the easier the solution may be.  That scenario exists with monitoring and identifying MTBE
contamination.  If you identify the presence of MTBE in the early stages, remediating the site may
be less costly and less complex than if you learn of (and remediate) the contamination at later
stages.



Recommended Action and Next Steps



The MTBE problem is a national issue, even though we do not currently know the
magnitude of the problem.  Few states currently perform routine sampling and monitoring; there is
too little information sharing and networking about the problem.  EPA and states together need to
make a concerted effort to share experiences and learn from each other.  Currently there is little
existing information as to the effectiveness of technologies for groundwater remediation and
drinking water treatment.  EPA is encouraging states which have that information to share it via
the Internet with other states.  Using Internet web sites can be a simple and cost-effective means
for sharing information.  The MTBE problem also emphasizes the need for long-term
management strategies and land-use planning.  A graphical information system (GIS) is a flexible
and useful personal computer and Internet tool that states can use as they strive to better protect
public water supplies from UST releases.  



OUST is encouraging state UST/LUST programs to:  begin (and for those states already
doing so, continue) to monitor and report MTBE and other oxygenates in groundwater at all UST
release sites; aggressively remediate sites where MTBE is found; and coordinate information
sharing using their respective web sites.  OUST will take the lead to link the information from
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states’ web sites and provide graphics which depict states’ activities on the MTBE section of
OUST’s homepage (http://www.epa.gov/oust/mtbe/).  This effort will serve as a clearinghouse for
MTBE information.  Our combined sharing efforts will provide appropriate, correct information
to interested and affected parties and, as a result, should help offset misconceptions about this
important issue.  It will also improve public understanding and appreciation of activities underway
by EPA and states to protect human health and the environment from all chemicals of concern.  



In the near future, OUST will develop an optional form you may use (if you so choose) as
a guide to help you gather and share your state’s information about MTBE on your web site.  We
will share that form with you as soon as it is available.  If you have policy questions about work
OUST is undertaking regarding MTBE, please call me at 703-603-9900.  For other MTBE
information, talk with Hal White (703-630-7177) for technical questions and information sharing
inquiries or Steve McNeely (703-603-7164) to discuss how MTBE fits into risk based decision
making (RBDM) programs. 



cc: Tim Fields
Bob Perciasepe
Cynthia Dougherty 
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A Drinking Water Standard for MTBE?
The Ifs and Whens of Establishing an MCL



by Rachel Sakata, U.S. EPA, Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water



The Long and Winding Road



Many steps are involved in establishing a drinking water standard or maximum
contaminant level (MCL). Drinking water standards are regulations that the U.S.
Environmental Agency (EPA) sets to control the level of contaminants in the nation's
drinking water. The Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) identifies several factors that affect
the level at which an MCL is set: known or anticipated adverse human health effects, the
ability of various technologies to remove the contaminant, their effectiveness, and cost of
treatment. All MCLs are set at levels that protect public health. The process of
establishing an MCL for a given contaminant from start to finish can take 10 years or
longer.



Step number one in developing a regulation is to identify drinking water problems.
Currently, there are thousands of contaminants that could affect drinking water quality.
Priority contaminants are selected carefully with an eye toward ensuring that expenditures
for drinking water protection are effective at the federal, state, and local levels.



If EPA determines that a contaminant poses a threat to human health, it is placed
on the Agency's Contaminant Candidate List (CCL). Once placed on this list, these
contaminants become the focus EPA's drinking water program over a period of years.
EPA receives advice on which contaminants to include on the CCL from scientific
advisory panels such as the Science Advisory Board (SAB), the National Drinking Water
Advisory Council (NDWAC), and the public. Contaminants on the CCL are divided into
three categories: contaminants ready for regulatory determinations, those requiring
additional research, and those for which more occurrence data is needed.



The SDWA mandates that EPA make regulatory determinations based on three
factors:



1.  Risk that a contaminant may pose to human health,
2.  The frequency at which a contaminant of concern occurs in drinking
water supplies, and
3.  The "meaningful" opportunity for health risk reduction achieved
through regulation of the contaminant.



Once the contaminants have been selected and categorized on the CCL, the
SDWA requires EPA to select five or more contaminants from the regulatory
determination priorities category and, by 2001, determine whether or not to regulate them.











If EPA determines that a regulation is necessary, the agency has three and a half years to
issue a final regulation. The first CCL was published in February l998, meaning that the
first regulations to result from that list will be published in February 2005. The CCL and
the decision to regulate operate on a five-year cycle; any contaminant that is not chosen in
this round will not be regulated until 2010.



If EPA feels it does not have the information to make a regulatory determination
for a contaminant on the CCL, then it is listed under the occurrence and research priority
lists. The research priority list is designed to address additional information needed on
health, treatment technologies, and analytical methods for the contaminant. The
occurrence priority list addresses occurrence data gaps for that contaminant.



The MTBE Timeline



So how does this MCL process relate to MTBE? MTBE was placed on the
February 1998 CCL with the indication that further health effects, occurrence, and
treatment technique information was needed before a regulatory determination could be
made. Since then, EPA has determined that suitable treatment technologies exist;
however, more health effects and occurrence information are still needed.



EPA will gather occurrence information through the Unregulated Contaminant
Monitoring Rule (UCMR), a vehicle for assisting the agency in obtaining national
occurrence information for MTBE, beginning in 2001. EPA is also awaiting the
completion of ongoing health effects studies.



Inasmuch as EPA does not expect to have this information for MTBE by 2001,
when the agency makes its first round of regulatory determinations on contaminants on the
CCL, a regulatory determination for MTBE could not be made until 2006. Keep in mind,
however, this depends on whether EPA decides there is enough information for MTBE to
move into the regulatory determinations category. If a regulatory determination is made,
EPA will need approximately three and a half years for rule development. Thus, the
earliest EPA would have a regulation for MTBE is 2010.



This article will appear in an upcoming issue of LUSTLine, a publication of the New England Interstate
Water Pollution Control Commission (NEIWPCC). For more information about LUSTLine and NEIWPCC,
visit their web site at: http://www.neiwpcc.org/educate.html NEIWPCC is partially funded through EPA's
Office of Underground Storage Tanks (OUST).
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Overview
What Is MTBE?



Methyl tertiary-butyl ether (MTBE) is
a fuel additive made by combining
methanol and isobutylene.  The meth-
anol is typically derived from natural gas;
isobutylene can be derived as a byproduct
of the petroleum refinery process.  Since
1979, MTBE has been used in the United
States as an octane-enhancing
replacement for lead, pri-marily in mid-
and high-grade gasoline at concentrations
as high as 8 percent (by volume).  Since
the middle of the 1980s, it has been
widely used through-out the country for
this purpose.  It is also used as a fuel
oxygenate at higher concentrations (11 to
15 percent by volume) as part of the U.S.
EPA’s programs to reduce ozone and
carbon monoxide levels in the most
polluted areas of the country.



MTBE And EPA’s Clean
Air Program



The Oxygenated Fuel (Oxyfuel) and
Reformulated Gasoline (RFG) Programs
were initiated by the U.S. EPA in 1992
and 1995, respectively, 
to meet requirements of the 1990 
Clean Air Act Amendments (CAAA).  



The Oxyfuel Program



The Oxyfuel Program requires 2.7-
percent oxygen (by weight) in gasoline
during fall and winter months to reduce
carbon monoxide emissions.  In order to
meet this requirement, gasoline pro-
ducers must use oxygen containing
compounds termed “fuel oxygenates”
(e.g., ethanol, MTBE).  When MTBE is
used to meet the Oxyfuel requirements, it
is added at a concentration of approx-
imately 15 percent (by volume) to
gasoline. 



Although the total number of areas par-
ticipating in the Oxyfuel Program may
change from year to year, as of Novem-
ber 1997, the CAAA required 28 areas to
participate.  Some of these areas also use
RFG in the non-winter months.  The
Minneapolis-St. Paul area is the only area
to use Oxyfuel year round.  The areas of
the country that use Oxy-fuel are
presented in Exhibit 1.



The RFG Program



The RFG Program requires 2-percent
oxygen (by weight) year round in the
most polluted metropolitan areas to re-
duce ozone and smog.  When MTBE is
used to meet the RFG requirements, its
concentration in gasoline is 11 percent
(by volume). 
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Ten metropolitan areas are required by ground storage tank systems, above-
the CAAA to use RFG (Baltimore, ground storage facilities, or pipelines. 
Chicago, Hartford, Houston, Los MTBE is capable of traveling through
Angeles, Milwaukee, New York, soil rapidly, is much more soluble in
Philadelphia, Sacramento, San Diego). water than most other petroleum consti-
Another 22 areas in 13 states and the tuents, and is more resistant to bio-
District of Columbia voluntarily par- degradation.  As a result, it often travels
ticipate in the RFG Program (Arizona, farther than other gasoline constituents,
Connecticut, Delaware, Kentucky, Maine, making it more likely to impact public
Maryland, Massachusetts, New and private drinking water wells.  Be-
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, cause of its affinity for water and, con-
Rhode Island, Texas, and Virginia). sequently, its tendency to form large
California has a separate statewide plumes, petroleum releases with MTBE
program with more stringent standards can be more difficult and costly to
than the federal RFG program.  As with remediate than petroleum releases that do
the Oxyfuel Program, the total number of not contain MTBE.
areas participating in the RFG Program
may change from year U.S. EPA Health Advisory
to year.  The areas of the country that use
RFG are shown in Exhibit 2. In December 1997, the U.S. EPA Office



Although more data need to be collected Advisory: Consumer Accepta-bility
to determine the specific benefits that Advice and Health Effects Analysis on
these programs have had on air quality, Methyl tertiary-Butyl Ether (MTBE)
the initial research has shown significant EPA 822-F-97-008.  The document is a
reductions in carbon monoxide, ozone, summary and interpre-tation of the latest
benzene, and other toxic air pollutants as data on MTBE health effects and
a result of the use of oxygenated fuels. organoleptic properties.  It does not



Why Is There Concern
About MTBE?



CERCLA (“Superfund”) lists MTBE as
a hazardous substance.  Although it is
known to be less toxic than many other
gasoline constituents, people have raised
concerns about the potential for acute
effects from inhaling it at service stations
and longer term effects from drinking
water contaminated with it.  MTBE is
also considered a potential human
carcinogen.  



In comparison to petroleum products,
MTBE poses additional problems when it
escapes into the environment through
gasoline releases; typically from under-



of Water released Drinking Water



impose any regulatory require-ments on
the providers of public drinking water;
instead, it recommends contaminant level
concentrations that would be acceptable
to most consumers of public drinking
water supplies. 



The recommendations are based
primarily on taste and odor thresholds. 
The Advisory states that drinking water
containing  “. . . concentrations in the
range of 20 to 40 g/L [ppb] would
likely avoid unpleasant taste and odor
effects . . .” for a large majority of
people.  The document also notes that
there is a large variation in the
concentrations people are able to detect. 
The various factors influencing detection
limits include individual sensitivities,
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water quality, and water temperature.  As After a thorough evaluation of all avail-
a result, some people may detect MTBE able health effect studies, the U.S. EPA
below 20 ppb while others may not has determined that a lifetime exposure
notice it until levels exceed 100 ppb or health effects-based recommendation for
more. MTBE cannot be extrapolated from the



The document also concludes that there is are completed that permit a justifiable
little likelihood that MTBE concen- extrapolation for human exposure, the
trations between 20 and 40 ppb would current document will be replaced by a
cause adverse health effects because the final health advisory.
concentration is 4 to 5 orders of magni-
tude lower than the lowest concentra-tion State Standards
that caused observable health effects in
animals.  Specifically, con-centrations in Twenty-three states have established
this range are about 20,000 to 100,000 or regulatory guidelines or standards for
more times lower than the range of MTBE contamination in groundwater or
exposure levels in which cancer or drinking water.  These states are:
noncancer effects were observed in Arizona, Arkansas, California, Con-
rodent tests.  This margin of exposure is necticut, Florida, Illinois, Indiana,
in the range of margins of exposure Kansas, Maine, Maryland, Massachu-
typically provided for cancer effects in setts, Michigan, New Hampshire, New
drinking water standards and is greater Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North
than such stan-dards typically provided Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
for noncancer effects. South Carolina, Vermont, Wisconsin, and



data at this time.  Once additional studies



Wyoming.  Cleanup levels range from 12
ppb in Wisconsin to 240 ppb in
Michigan; three states (Arkansas,
Indiana, and Maryland) have site-specific
guidelines.
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Remediation Of MTBE
Contaminated Soil And
Groundwater
Background



Methyl tertiary-butyl ether (MTBE) is a
fuel additive made, in part, from natural
gas.  Since 1979, it has been used in the
United States as an octane enhancing
replacement for lead, pri-marily in mid-
and high-grade gasoline at
concentrations as high as 8 percent (by
volume).  Since the mid-1980s, it has
been widely used throughout the country
for this purpose.  It is also used as a fuel
oxygenate at higher concentrations (11
to 15 percent by volume) as part of two
U.S. EPA programs to reduce ozone and
carbon monoxide levels in the most
polluted areas of the country.



Physical And Chemical
Characteristics Of MTBE



The effectiveness of remediation
methods is directly linked to the physical
and chemical characteristics of the
constituent of interest.  Because MTBE
behaves differently in soil, air, and water
than other petroleum consti-tuents, the
choice of an effective reme-diation
technology may be different when



MTBE is present at a site.  Ben-zene is
most often the contaminant of concern in
gasoline because of its rela-tively high
solubility and its known carcinogenicity. 
As a result, compar-ing the
characteristics of MTBE with benzene is
helpful in showing how remediation
technologies may differ when MTBE is
added to gasoline.



# MTBE is about 30 times more
soluble than benzene in water. 
Pure MTBE can reach an equi-
librium concentration in water
of approximately 5 percent (i.e.,
48,000 mg/L).
When moving from the liquid
phase (i.e., free product) to the
vapor phase, MTBE is three
times more volatile than
benzene (i.e., the vapor pressure
of MTBE is three times the
vapor pressure for benzene).



! When moving from the
dissolved phase (in water) to the
vapor phase, MTBE is about
ten times less volatile than
benzene (i.e., its Henry’s law
constant is 1/10th benzene).
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MTBE is much less likely than considered recalcitrant to biodegrada-
benzene to adsorb to soil or tion.  This recommendation may change
organic carbon. in the future as new research examines
MTBE is more resistant to the efficacy of specific strains of
biodegradation than benzene. bacteria and/or improved methods of



When MTBE is in the soil as the result
of a petroleum release, it may separate
from the rest of the petroleum, reach-ing
the groundwater first and dissol-ving
rapidly.  Once in the ground-water,
MTBE travels at about the same rate as
the groundwater whereas ben-zene and
other petroleum constituents tend to
biodegrade and adsorb to soil particles.



Soil Remediation



Because it has a very high vapor pres-
sure and a low affinity for sorption to
soil, MTBE can be effectively reme-
diated by two soil treatment technol-
ogies, typically without any costs be-
yond those needed for remediating other
petroleum constituents.  Soil va-por
extraction (SVE) is an in situ soil
treatment technology that removes
volatile contaminants from soil in the
unsaturated zone above groundwater by
extracting the contaminant vapors with a
vacuum that is applied  to the
subsurface.  Low-temperature thermal
desorption (LTTD) is an ex situ soil
treatment technology that uses temper-
atures below ignition levels to separate
volatile contaminants from soil.  Be-
cause of its high vapor pressure, both
methods are very effective in re-moving
MTBE from soil.  However, SVE and
LTTD must be used soon after a release,
before most of the MBTE  moves from
the soil into the groundwater. 



Bioremedial methods for soil treatment
(e.g., land-farming, bioventing, bio-
piles) are currently not recommended for
removing MTBE because it is



biodegrading MTBE.



Groundwater
Investigations And
Monitoring



Because MTBE behaves differently
from petroleum hydrocarbons when
released into the environment, a reme-
dial investigation may need to be mod-
ified to properly characterize the area of
MTBE contamination.  Many regu-
lators of UST programs have observed
that MTBE’s relatively high solubility
allows it to dissolve into the ground-
water in “pulses” that result in rapid
orders of magnitude changes in
groundwater concentrations.  Pulses,
which may be caused by the infiltra-tion
of rain water or rising ground-water
levels, may necessitate frequent
groundwater sampling to determine
actual MTBE concentrations and lev-els
of risk to down-gradient receptors.  The
frequency of sampling should be
determined based on the velocity of the
groundwater and the number of
monitoring wells.  Determining the
impact of the selected remediation
method may be difficult without accu-
rate historical sampling data.



Groundwater Remediation



Pump-And-Treat



In contrast with the preferred remedia-
tion techniques for petroleum hydro-
carbons such as benzene (e.g., bio-
remediation), pumping contaminated
groundwater and treating it above
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ground (i.e., pump-and-treat) may more concentrations are less than 5,000 ppb. 
often be an effective reme-diation An additional expense associated with
technology for MTBE because MTBE MTBE remediation is that more ex-
does not adsorb significantly to soil.  As traction wells and associated equip-ment
a result, fewer aquifer vol-umes are (e.g., pumps, lines) may be re-quired
required to remove all of the MTBE than than for benzene because MTBE travels
are required to remove  the slowly farther and faster than the rest of the
desorbing petroleum hydro-carbons.  In plume, resulting in a larger plume size.
addition, because it is highly soluble,
most of the MTBE mass may quickly The cost of treating an MTBE ground-
dissolve into groundwater, making water plume can be significant, how-
pumping an efficient method for ever, cost effective methods do exist.  A
removing large quantities of the 1991 American Petroleum Institute
contaminant. study (API Publication No. 4497) de-



As with petroleum hydrocarbons, how- most cost effective technology for
ever, diffusion is also a factor control- remediating water containing 20-ppm
ling the remediation timeframe.  If mi- MTBE down to a level of 10 ppb.  A 25-
cropores exist within the aquifer that are gallon per minute air stripping sys-tem
not readily influenced by ground-water could achieve this level of remedi-ation
flow, transfer of a contaminant from the for $9 per 1000 gallons (in 1990
micropores to the macropores will occur dollars).  If off-gas emissions were also
through the slow process of diffusion. a concern, they could be treated for an
Hence, in spite of some fa-vorable incremental cost increase of $7 per 1000
characteristics, pump-and-treat may not gallons (i.e., $16 per 1000 gallons total
always be an efficient remedi-ation cost).  As an alternative, UV-catalyzed
method for MTBE contamina-tion. oxidation using hydro-gen peroxide
Aquifers with high total porosity but could be used to treat water and off-
with low effective porosity remain gases at a total cost of $15 per 1000
troublesome in treating any contaminant. gallons.



The physical and chemical properties of
MTBE are also important in the
treatment of MTBE above ground. 
Because it does not adsorb significant-ly
to carbon, MTBE is not a good can-
didate for using granular-activated
carbon (GAC) to remove it from water.
GAC is about 1/3 to 1/8 as effective in
removing MTBE as it is in removing
benzene.  In addition, because MTBE
“prefers” to remain in water, air strip-
pers must use a higher volume of air
than is required for benzene.  Initial field
experience indicates that two to five
times more air is needed to treat the
same volume of water if MTBE



termined that air stripping alone was the



Air Sparging



Air sparging is another groundwater
remediation technology that has shown
some promise.  It accomplishes reme-
diation goals by injecting air directly
into the groundwater to volatilize the
contaminants in situ.  A few case studies
have shown that reductions in MTBE
levels from above 1000 ppb to less than
10 ppb are possible in less than 2 years. 
However, regardless of the contaminant,
air sparging is typically only appropriate
in homo-geneous sands because
heterogeneous sediments may cause
dispersion of contaminants and
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channeling of air flow.  In addition, air industrial  sites) or if concentrations
sparging should be less effective for exceed 300 ppb, miniature air strippers
MTBE than for benzene because more may be a more cost-effective option. 
air is needed to volatilize the MTBE. Manufacturer specifications should be
The addition of dissolved oxygen in the consulted for any treatment unit and
groundwater from air sparging may not followed up with adequate levels of
signifi-cantly increase the influent and effluent monitoring. 
biodegradation of MTBE as it would for
benzene.



Bioremediation



Although MTBE is generally believed to
be resistant to biodegradation, pre-
liminary research has shown that bio-
degradation may be an effective reme-
diation option under specific condi-
tions.  Bioreactors, an ex situ form of
bioremediation, have shown some initial
promise.  Additional research and
development are continuing to make
them more reliable and cost ef-fective. 
New research is also showing that in
situ biodegradation may be an effective
remediation alternative; how-ever, more
information is required to determine the
specific environmental conditions that
enable significant rates of
biodegradation to occur.



Point-Of-Use Treatment



Because MTBE groundwater plumes
commonly travel farther than benzene
plumes, MTBE may be more likely than
the remainder of the petroleum release to
impact drinking water wells.  As a
result, many states have been treating
contaminated groundwater at the point
of exposure and at the source area of the
plume.  In  New Jersey, regulators have
found that GAC is ef-fective in treating
low-volume potable wells (e.g.,  for
single-family homes) with
contamination levels below
300 ppb.  If high-volume potable wells
are involved (e.g., for restaurants,



Incremental Cost Increase
Of MTBE Groundwater
Remediation



The incremental cost increases for UST
corrective action activities that  involve
MTBE versus ones that do not contain
MTBE vary widely depending on the
history of the release (e.g., how long the
release has been occurring, whether
MTBE was contained in the initial
release, the concentration of MTBE) and
the goals of the cleanup.  At many sites,
the initial concentra-tions may be low
enough that MTBE may not be a greater
concern  than the remediation of
benzene, resulting in no cost increase. 
But, when an MTBE plume is much
larger than the benzene plume and
impacts drinking water wells ahead of it,
MTBE will be the driving force in
remediation efforts, potentially resulting
in a very high incremental cost increase.  



Based on limited research and anec-dotal
information, the U.S. EPA’s Office of
Underground Storage Tanks estimates
that at approximately 75 per-cent of
MTBE-contaminated sites, the
incremental cost increase of remedi-
ation will be less than 50 percent above
the cost of remediating the same
petroleum release without MTBE.  At
many of these sites, costs would actually
not increase because ben-
zene might still pose the greatest risk,
thus driving the remediation effort.  At
20 percent of the sites, the incremental
cost increase would be between 50











5January 1998 MTBE Fact Sheet #2:  Remediation



percent and 100 percent.  At the out additional time or expense.  But
remainder (approximately 5 percent) of remediating MTBE-contaminated
the sites, the additional cost of groundwater can be problematic. 
remediating MTBE contamination may MTBE’s high solubility in water, low
be an unknown quantity that is greater rate of adsorption to soil, and low rate of
than 100-percent more.  This situation biodegradation can make treating
results when benzene has attenuated and groundwater contaminated with MTBE
poses no further risk, but significant more expensive than treating ground-
concentrations of MTBE continue to water contaminated with petroleum that
migrate down-gradient and contaminate does not contain MTBE.  Fortu-nately,
drinking water supplies.  A graph of this there are proven treatment technologies
distribution is presented in Exhibit 1. available.  Pump-and-treat is usually the



Conclusion



Remediation of MTBE-contaminated
soil generally does not pose an addi-
tional concern when a petroleum release
has occurred because MTBE  can often
be removed from soil with-



most cost effective method, but in some
cases air sparging may be appropriate. 
Other existing technologies may also
prove effective as more case studies are
reported.  The potential for in situ
biodegradation of MTBE is widely
believed to be low, but new research
may clarify our understanding of
conditions that may make it an effective
option.  In addi-tion to remediation of
the source area, point-of-use treatment
appears to be a common approach to
addressing MTBE when contamination
is limited to individual homes or private
wells.



Exhibit 1. Preliminary Estimate Of The Incremental Cost Increase
of MTBE Remediation in Groundwater At LUST Sites
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Fact Sheet #3 



Use And Distribution Of
MTBE And Ethanol
Background



Methyl tertiary-butyl ether (MTBE) and
ethanol are the most common oxy-
genates used to meet the requirements 
for the U.S. EPA’s Reformulated Gas-
oline (RFG) and Oxygenated Fuel
(Oxyfuel) Programs.  Both additives
have been used in gasoline in the United
States since 1979.  MTBE was
originally added as an octane-enhancing
replacement for lead.  Eth-anol was
originally introduced to make gasohol
(i.e., 10-percent ethanol in gasoline) as
part of a program to reduce reliance on
oil imports. 



Summary Of Two U.S.
EPA 
Clean Air Programs



The Oxyfuel and RFG Programs were
initiated by the U.S. EPA in 1992 and
1995, respectively, to meet require-
ments of the 1990 Clean Air Act
Amendments.  The Oxyfuel Program
requires the use of gasoline with 2.7-
percent oxygen (by weight) in areas with
high levels of carbon monoxide during
the fall and winter.  When MTBE is
used to meet this require-ment, it is used
at a concentration of 15 percent (by



volume) in gasoline.  Be-cause ethanol
has a higher oxygen content, it can meet
this requirement with a concentration of 
7.3 percent (by volume).  The RFG
Program re-quires 2.0-percent oxygen
(by weight) throughout the year in the
most pollu-ted metropolitan areas. 
MTBE meets this level with an 11-
percent (by volume) concentration, and
ethanol can be used with a 5.4-percent
(by volume) concentration.



Extent Of MTBE And
Ethanol Use In The United
States



Approximately 30 percent of all gaso-
line in the United States contains fuel
oxygenates for compliance with RFG
requirements.  An additional 4 percent is
used for compliance with Oxyfuel
requirements.  MTBE, which is the most
common fuel oxygenate, is used in more
than 80 percent of oxygenated fuels. 
Since 1993, MTBE has been the second
most produced organic chem-ical
manufactured in the United States. 
Ethanol, which is the second most
common fuel oxygenate, is used in about
15 percent of the oxygenated fuels. 
Other oxygenates, which consti-tute the
remaining 5 percent of the market,
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include tertiary amyl methyl ether fer.  Because MTBE-blended gasoline
(TAME), ethyl tertiary butyl ether has a lower vapor pressure than ethanol-
(ETBE), di-isopropyl ether (DIPE), and blended gasoline, MTBE is the preferred
tertiary butyl alcohol (TBA). oxygenate in warm weather.



In additional to its use as a fuel oxy- Convenience–MTBE
genate, MTBE is widely used for octane
enhancement in mid- and high-octane
blended conventional gasoline, typically
at concentrations ranging from 2 to 8
percent (by volume).  It may also be
found in regular grade gasoline at lower
concentrations.  The Oxygenated Fuels
Association esti-mates that about 70
percent of all gasoline in the United
States contains MTBE at varying
concentrations.  As a consequence of the
wide-spread use of oxygenated fuels,
underground storage tank regulators
cannot assume that the gasoline in their
region is free of MTBE just because the
tank is located outside an RFG/Oxyfuel
area.



Although it is difficult to predict the
type of oxygenate used in a specific
gasoline, there are general trends in their
use.  Ethanol is used primarily during
the winter months to meet the
requirements of the Oxyfuel Program. 
MTBE is used throughout the year, but
its use increases in summer months as it
replaces ethanol in regulated areas. 
Three major factors have influenced how
these two fuel oxygenates are used in
petroleum products. 



Lower Vapor Pressure--MTBE



In addition to requiring that fuels burn
cleaner,  EPA requires areas with high
levels of smog  (including but not lim-
ited to RFG areas) to reduce the vapor
pressure of gasoline in the summer
months in order to decrease the volatil-
ization of petroleum constituents at
storage facilities and during fuel trans-



The cost of transportation and the con-
venience of use favors MTBE over
ethanol.  Because MTBE is more com-
patible with gasoline, it can be blended
at the refinery and distributed with
gasoline through pipelines.  Ethanol, on
the other hand, must be shipped
separately from gasoline and added at
the distribution terminal soon before
use.  If ethanol-blended gasoline is ex-
posed to water or even water vapor (as
in pipelines), ethanol will bring the
water into solution and make the gaso-
line unusable.  In addition, if ethanol-
blended gasoline is stored for an exten-
ded period, the ethanol will begin to
separate from the gasoline.  As a re-sult,
ethanol is often manufactured close to
the point of use or shipped by rail,
increasing the cost of its use.



Tax Incentives--Ethanol



Market price and tax incentives play a
major role in the use of MTBE and
ethanol.  Although the market price of
MTBE is typically lower than that of
ethanol, when the government sub-sidies
are included, ethanol often costs less. 
The federal government provides a
subsidy of $0.54 per gallon of ethan-ol
when it is blended in gasoline at
concentrations between 5.4 percent and
10 percent (by volume).  Further-more,
12 states (Alaska, Connecticut, Hawaii,
Iowa, Illinois, Kansas, Minne-sota,
Missouri, North Dakota, Nebras-ka,
Ohio, and South Dakota) have additional
incentives for ethanol production and
use, making it even more competitive for
these locations.  Specific price
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information for MTBE and ethanol, accounts for less than 10 percent of total
including the effect of federal tax RFG/Oxyfuel sales
subsidies, is provided in Exhibit 1.



Additional Distribution
Factor



Areas that are not required to use enhancement and RFG (2.0 per-cent
RFG/Oxyfuel may still receive these oxygen, all year) because it is less
fuels on occasion if they are near expensive, is easier to use, and creates a
RFG/Oxy-fuel areas because of the gasoline with a lower vapor pressure. 
complexity and imperfections of Although MTBE is also used in win-ter
gasoline distribution systems.  This months, ethanol is commonly used in
situation, called “spillover,” is most Oxyfuel (2.7-percent oxygen in the
likely to occur when there is a shortage fall/winter months) because govern-
of non-oxygenated fuel and a surplus of ment subsidies make it price competi-
oxygenated fuel.  The petroleum tive and because gasoline volatility is
industry tries to avoid this situation not a major concern in cold weather.
because RFG/Oxyfuel is more expensive Although these trends in the use and
to produce than conventional fuel. distribution of oxygenated fuels are
There are no accurate measurements of useful in helping to determine what type
how often this situation occurs, but it of additive to expect in a region, they are
probably not predictive.  MTBE may be found in



Conclusion



MTBE is preferred by the petroleum
refinery industry over ethanol for octane



new or old releases in virtually all areas
of the United States.



Exhibit I.  Price Ranges For MTBE And Ethanol1



 



       



 January 1995 through October 1997. 1
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CHAPTER 1.  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY



The Federal Reformulated Gasoline Program (RFG) established in the Clean Air Act Amendments of
1990, and implemented in 1995, has provided substantial reductions in the emissions of a number of air
pollutants from motor vehicles, most notably volatile organic compounds (precursors of ozone), carbon
monoxide, and mobile-source air toxics (benzene, 1,3-butadiene, and others), in most cases resulting in
emissions reductions that exceed those required by law.  To address its unique air pollution challenges,
California has adopted similar, but more stringent requirements for California RFG.  In addition, areas in
both California and elsewhere in the nation that have not attained the National Ambient Air Quality
Standard for carbon monoxide are required in the Act to implement the Wintertime Oxyfuel program.  



The Clean Air Act requires that RFG contain 2 percent oxygen by weight.  Over 85 percent of RFG
contains the oxygenate methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) and approximately 8 percent contains ethanol
-- a domestic fuel-blending stock made from grain and potentially from recycled biomass waste.  The Act
requires Wintertime Oxyfuel to contain 2.7 percent oxygen by weight.  



There is disagreement about the precise role of oxygenates in attaining the RFG air quality benefits,
although there is evidence from the existing program that increased use of oxygenates results in reduced
carbon monoxide emissions, and it appears that additives contribute to reductions in aromatics in fuels
and related air benefits.  It is possible to formulate gasoline without oxygenates that can attain similar air
toxics reductions, but it is less certain that given current Federal RFG requirements all fuel blends
created without oxygenates could maintain the benefits provided today by oxygenated RFG.



At the same time, the use of MTBE in the program has resulted in growing detections of MTBE in
drinking water, with between 5 percent and 10 percent of community drinking water supplies in high
oxygenate use areas1 showing at least detectable amounts of MTBE.  The great majority of these
detections to date have been well below levels of public health concern, with approximately one percent
rising to levels above 20 parts per billion (ppb).  Detections at lower levels have, however, raised
consumer taste and odor concerns that have caused water suppliers to stop using some water supplies and
to incur costs of treatment and remediation.  Private wells have also been contaminated, and these wells
are less protected than public drinking water supplies and not monitored for chemical contamination. 
There is also evidence of contamination of surface waters, particularly during summer boating seasons.



The major source of groundwater contamination appears to be releases from underground gasoline
storage systems.  These systems have been upgraded over the last decade, likely resulting in reduced risk
of leaks.  However, approximately 20 percent of the storage systems have not yet been upgraded, and
there continue to be reports of releases from some upgraded systems, due to inadequate design,
installation, maintenance, and/or operation.  In addition, many fuel storage systems (e.g. farms, small
above-ground tanks) are not currently regulated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  Beyond
groundwater contamination from underground storage tank (UST) sources, the other major sources of
water contamination appear to be small and large gasoline spills to ground and surface waters, and
recreational water craft -- particularly those with older motors -- releasing unburned fuel to surface
waters.
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The Blue Ribbon Panel



In response to the growing concerns from State and local officials and the public, U.S. EPA
Administrator Carol M. Browner appointed a Blue Ribbon Panel in November 1998, to investigate the air
quality benefits and water quality concerns associated with oxygenates in gasoline, and to provide
independent advice and recommendations on ways to maintain air quality while protecting water quality.  
The Panel members consisted of leading experts from the public health and scientific communities,
automotive fuels industry, water utilities, and local and State governments.  The Panel was charged to: 
(1) examine the role of oxygenates in meeting the nation’s goal of clean air; (2) evaluate each product’s
efficiency in providing clean air benefits and the existence of alternatives; (3) assess the behavior of
oxygenates in the environment; (4) review any known health effects; and  (5) compare the cost of
production and use and each product’s availability -- both at present and in the future.  Further, the Panel 
studied the causes of ground water and drinking water contamination from motor vehicle fuels, and
explored prevention and cleanup technologies for water and soil.  The Panel was established under
EPA’s Federal Advisory Committee Act’s Clean Air Act Advisory Committee, a policy committee
established to advise the U.S. EPA on issues related to implementing the CAAA of 1990.  It met six
times from January - June, 1999, heard presentations in Washington, the Northeast, and California about
the benefits and concerns related to RFG and the oxygenates; gathered the best available information on
the program and its effects; identified key data gaps; and evaluated a series of alternative
recommendations based on their effects on:



6 air quality
6 water quality
6 stability of fuel supply and cost



This report consists of five issue summaries:  water contamination; air quality benefits; prevention;
treatment and remediation; fuel supply and cost; and comparing the fuel additives.  In addition, this
report contains the findings and recommendations of the Panel, dissenting opinions, list of Panel
members, references, and glossary of terms.   



The Findings and Recommendations of the Blue Ribbon Panel



Findings



Based on its review of the issues, the Panel made the following overall findings:



& The distribution, use, and combustion of gasoline poses risks to our environment and
public health.  



& RFG provides considerable air quality improvements and benefits for millions of US
citizens.



& The use of MTBE has raised the issue of the effects of both MTBE alone and MTBE in
gasoline.  This Panel was not constituted to perform an independent comprehensive
health assessment and has chosen to rely on recent reports by a number of state, national,
and international health agencies.  What seems clear, however, is that MTBE, due to its
persistence and mobility in water, is more likely to contaminate ground and surface water
than the other components of gasoline.











3



& MTBE has been found in a number of water supplies nationwide, primarily causing
consumer odor and taste concerns that have led water suppliers to reduce use of those
supplies. Incidents of MTBE in drinking water supplies at levels well above EPA and
state guidelines and standards have occurred, but are rare.  The Panel believes that the
occurrence of MTBE in drinking water supplies can and should be substantially reduced.



& MTBE is currently an integral component of the U.S. gasoline supply both in terms of
volume and octane.  As such, changes in its use, with the attendant capital construction
and infrastructure modifications, must be implemented with sufficient time, certainty,
and flexibility to maintain the stability of both the complex U. S. fuel supply system and
gasoline prices. 



The following recommendations are intended to be implemented as a single package of actions designed
to simultaneously maintain air quality benefits while enhancing water quality protection and assuring a
stable fuel supply at reasonable cost.  The majority of these recommendations could be implemented by
federal and state environmental agencies without further legislative action, and we would urge their rapid
implementation.  We would, as well, urge all parties to work with Congress to implement those of our
recommendations that require legislative action.



Recommendations to  Enhance Water Protection



Based on its review of the existing federal, state and local programs to protect, treat, and remediate water
supplies, the Blue Ribbon Panel makes the following recommendations to enhance, accelerate, and
expand existing programs to improve protection of drinking water supplies from contamination.  



Prevention



1. EPA, working with the states, should take the following actions to enhance significantly
the Federal and State Underground Storage Tank programs:



a. Accelerate enforcement of the replacement of existing tank systems to conform
with the federally-required December 22, 1998 deadline for upgrade, including,
at a minimum, moving to have all states prohibit fuel deliveries to non-upgraded
tanks, and adding enforcement and compliance resources to ensure prompt
enforcement action, especially in areas using RFG and Wintertime Oxyfuel.



b. Evaluate the field performance of current system design requirements and
technology and, based on that evaluation, improve system requirements to
minimize leaks/releases, particularly in vulnerable areas (see recommendations
on Wellhead Protection Program in 2. below).



c. Strengthen release detection requirements to enhance early detection,
particularly in vulnerable areas, and to ensure rapid repair and remediation.



d. Require monitoring and reporting of MTBE and other ethers in groundwater at
all UST release sites.



e. Encourage states to require that the proximity to drinking water supplies, and the
potential to impact those supplies, be considered in land-use planning and
permitting decisions for siting of new UST facilities and petroleum pipelines.
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f. Implement and/or expand programs to train and license UST system installers
and maintenance personnel.



g. Work with Congress to examine and, if needed, expand the universe of regulated
tanks to include underground and aboveground fuel storage systems that are not
currently regulated yet pose substantial risk to drinking water supplies.



2. EPA should work with its state and local water supply partners to enhance
implementation of the Federal and State Safe Drinking Water Act programs to:



a. Accelerate, particularly in those areas where RFG or Oxygenated Fuel is used,
the assessments of drinking water source protection areas required in Section
1453 of the Safe Drinking Water Act, as amended in 1996.



b. Coordinate the Source Water Assessment program in each state with federal and
state Underground Storage Tank Programs using geographic information and
other advanced data systems to determine the location of drinking water sources
and to identify UST sites within source protection zones.



c. Accelerate currently-planned implementation of testing for and reporting of
MTBE in public drinking water supplies to occur before 2001.



d. Increase ongoing federal, state, and local efforts in Wellhead Protection Areas
including:



6 enhanced permitting, design, and system installation requirements for
USTs and pipelines in these areas;



6 strengthened efforts to ensure that non-operating USTs are properly
closed;



6 enhanced UST release prevention and detection; and
6 improved inventory management of fuels.



3. EPA should work with states and localities to enhance their efforts to protect lakes and
reservoirs that serve as drinking water supplies by restricting use of recreational water
craft, particularly those with older motors.



4. EPA should work with other federal agencies, the states, and  private sector partners to
implement expanded programs to protect private well users, including, but not limited to:



a. A nationwide assessment of the incidence of contamination of private wells by
components of gasoline as well as by other common contaminants in shallow
groundwater;



b. Broad-based outreach and public education programs for owners and users of
private wells on preventing, detecting, and treating contamination; and



c. Programs to encourage and facilitate regular water quality testing of private
wells.
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5. Implement, through public-private partnerships, expanded Public Education programs at
the federal, state, and local levels on the proper handling and disposal of gasoline.



6. Develop and implement an integrated field research program into the groundwater
behavior of gasoline and oxygenates, including:



a. Identifying and initiating research at a population of UST release sites and
nearby drinking water supplies including sites with MTBE, sites with ethanol,
and sites using no oxygenate; and



b. Conducting broader, comparative studies of levels of MTBE, ethanol, benzene,
and other gasoline compounds in drinking water supplies in areas using primarily
MTBE, areas using primarily ethanol, and areas using no or lower levels of
oxygenate.



Treatment and Remediation



7. EPA should work with Congress to expand resources available for the up-front funding
of the treatment of drinking water supplies contaminated with MTBE and other gasoline
components to ensure that affected supplies can be rapidly treated and returned to
service, or that an alternative water supply can be provided.  This could take a number of
forms, including but not limited to:



a. Enhancing the existing Federal Leaking Underground Storage Tank Trust Fund
by fully appropriating the annual available amount in the Fund, ensuring that
treatment of contaminated drinking water supplies can be funded, and
streamlining the procedures for obtaining funding;



b. Establishing another form of funding mechanism which ties the funding more
directly to the source of contamination; and



c. Encouraging states to consider targeting State Revolving Funds (SRF) to help
accelerate treatment and remediation in high priority areas.



8. Given the different behavior of MTBE in groundwater when compared to other
components of gasoline, states in RFG and Oxyfuel areas should reexamine and enhance
state and federal “triage” procedures for prioritizing remediation efforts at UST sites
based on their proximity to drinking water supplies.



9. Accelerate laboratory and field research, and pilot projects, for the development and
implementation of cost-effective water supply treatment and remediation technology, and
harmonize these efforts with other public/private efforts underway.



Recommendations for Blending Fuel for Clean Air and Water



Based on its review of the current water protection programs, and the likely progress that can be made in
tightening and strengthening those programs by implementing Recommendations 1 - 9 above, the Panel
agreed broadly, although not unanimously, that even enhanced protection programs will not give
adequate assurance that water supplies will be protected, and that changes need to be made to the RFG
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program to reduce the amount of MTBE being used, while ensuring that the air quality benefits of RFG,
and fuel supply and price stability, are maintained.



Given the complexity of the national fuel system, the advantages and disadvantages of each of the fuel
blending options the Panel considered (see Appendix A), and the need to maintain the air quality benefits
of the current program, the Panel recommends an integrated package of actions by both Congress and
EPA that should be implemented as quickly as possible.  The key elements of that package, described in
more detail below, are:



& Action agreed to broadly by the Panel to reduce the use of MTBE substantially (with
some members supporting its complete phase-out), and action by Congress to clarify
federal and state authority to regulate and/or eliminate the use of gasoline additives that
threaten drinking water supplies; 



& Action by Congress to remove the current 2 percent oxygen requirement to ensure that
adequate fuel supplies can be blended in a cost-effective manner while quickly reducing
usage of MTBE; and



& Action by EPA to ensure that there is no loss of current air quality benefits.



The Oxygen Requirement



10. The current Clean Air Act requirement to require 2 percent oxygen, by weight, in RFG
must be removed in order to provide flexibility to blend adequate fuel supplies in a cost-
effective manner while quickly reducing usage of MTBE and maintaining air quality
benefits.



The Panel recognizes that Congress, when adopting the oxygen requirement, sought to
advance several national policy goals (energy security and diversity, agricultural policy,
etc) that are beyond the scope of our expertise and deliberations. 



The Panel further recognizes that if Congress acts on the recommendation to remove the
requirement, Congress will likely seek other legislative mechanisms to fulfill these other
national policy interests.



Maintaining Air Benefits



11. Present toxic emission performance of RFG can be attributed, to some degree, to a 
combination of three primary factors:  (1) mass emission performance requirements; (2)
the use of oxygenates; and (3) a necessary compliance margin with a per gallon standard. 
In Cal RFG, caps on specific components of fuel is an additional factor to which toxics
emission reductions can be attributed.



Outside of California, lifting the oxygen requirement as recommended above may lead to
fuel reformulations that achieve the minimum performance standards required under the
1990 Act, rather than the larger air quality benefits currently observed.  In addition,
changes in the RFG program could have adverse consequences for conventional gasoline
as well.











2 The Panel is aware of the current proposal for further changes to the sulfur levels of gasoline and recognizes
that implementation of any change resulting from the Panel’s recommendations will, of necessity, need to be
coordinated with implementation of these other changes.   However, a majority of the Panel considered the
maintenance of current RFG air quality benefits as separate from any additional benefits that might accrue from the
sulfur changes currently under consideration.



3 Under §211 of the 1990 Clean Air Act, Congress provided EPA with authority to regulate fuel formulation to
improve air quality.  In addition to EPA’s national authority, in §211(c)(4) Congress sought to balance the desire for
maximum uniformity in our nation’s fuel supply with the obligation to empower states to adopt measures necessary to meet
national air quality standards.  Under §211(c)(4), states may adopt regulations on the components of fuel, but must demonstrate
that 1) their proposed regulations are needed to address a violation of the NAAQS and 2) it is not possible to achieve the desired
outcome without such changes.



The Panel recommends that Federal law be amended to clarify EPA and state authority to regulate and/or eliminate
gasoline additives that threaten water supplies. It is expected that this would be done initially on a national level to maintain
uniformity in the fuel supply.  For further action by the states, the granting of such authority should be based upon a similar two
part test:



1) states must demonstrate that their water resources are at risk from MTBE use, above and beyond the risk posed by
other gasoline components  at levels of MTBE use present at the time of the request.



2) states have taken necessary measures to restrict/eliminate the presence of gasoline in the water resource. 
To maximize the uniformity with which any changes are implemented and minimize impacts on cost and
fuel supply, the Panel recommends that EPA establish criteria for state waiver requests including but not
limited to:  



a. Water quality metrics necessary to demonstrate the risk to water resources and air quality metrics
(continued...)
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Within California, lifting the oxygen requirement will result in greater flexibility to
maintain and enhance emission reductions, particularly as California pursues new
formulation requirements for gasoline.  



In order to ensure that there is no loss of current air quality benefits, EPA should seek
appropriate mechanisms for both the RFG Phase II and Conventional Gasoline programs
to define and maintain in RFG II the real world performance observed in RFG Phase I
while preventing deterioration of the current air quality performance of conventional
gasoline.2



There are several possible mechanisms to accomplish this.  One obvious way is to
enhance the mass-based performance requirements currently used in the program.  At the
same time, the Panel recognizes that the different exhaust components pose differential
risks to public health due in large degree to their variable potency.  The Panel urges EPA
to explore and implement mechanisms to achieve equivalent or improved public health
results that focus on reducing those compounds that pose the greatest risk.



Reducing the Use of MTBE



12. The Panel agreed broadly that, in order to minimize current and future threats to drinking
water, the use of MTBE should be reduced substantially. Several members believed that
the use of MTBE should be phased out completely. The Panel recommends that
Congress act quickly to clarify federal and state authority to regulate and/or eliminate the
use of  gasoline additives that pose a threat to drinking water supplies.3  











3 (...continued)
to ensure no loss of benefits from the federal RFG program.



b. Compliance with federal requirements to prevent leaking and spilling of gasoline.
c. Programs for remediation and response.
d. A consistent schedule for state demonstrations, EPA review, and any resulting regulation of the



volume of gasoline components in order to minimize disruption to the fuel supply system.



4 Although a rapid, substantial reduction will require removal of the oxygen requirement, EPA should, in order
to enable initial reductions to occur as soon as possible, review administrative flexibility under existing law to allow
refiners who desire to make reductions to begin doing so.
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Initial efforts to reduce should begin immediately, with substantial reductions to begin as
soon as Recommendation 10 above - the removal of the 2 percent oxygen requirement -
is implemented4.  Accomplishing any such major change in the gasoline supply without
disruptions to fuel supply and price will require adequate lead time - up to 4 years if the
use of MTBE is eliminated, sooner in the case of a substantial reduction (e.g. returning
to historical levels of MTBE use). 



The Panel recommends, as well, that any reduction should be designed so as to not result
in an increase in MTBE use in Conventional Gasoline areas.



13. The other ethers (e.g. ETBE, TAME, and DIPE) have been less widely used and less
widely studied than MTBE.  To the extent that they have been studied, they appear to
have similar, but not identical, chemical and hydrogeologic characteristics.  The Panel
recommends accelerated study of the health effects and groundwater characteristics of
these compounds before they are allowed to be placed in widespread use. 



In addition, EPA and others should accelerate ongoing research efforts into the
inhalation and ingestion health effects, air emission transformation byproducts, and
environmental behavior of all oxygenates and other components likely to increase in the
absence of MTBE. This should include research on ethanol, alkylates, and aromatics, as
well as of gasoline compositions containing those components.



14. To ensure that any reduction is adequate to protect water supplies, the Panel recommends
that EPA, in conjunction with USGS, the Departments of Agriculture and Energy,
industry, and water suppliers, should move quickly to:



a. Conduct short-term modeling analyses and other research based on existing data
to estimate current and likely future threats of contamination;



b. Establish routine systems to collect and publish, at least annually, all available
monitoring data on:



6 use of MTBE, other ethers, and Ethanol; 
6 levels of MTBE, Ethanol, and petroleum hydrocarbons found in ground,



surface and drinking water;
6 trends in detections and levels of MTBE, Ethanol, and petroleum



hydrocarbons in ground and drinking water; 
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c. Identify and begin to collect additional data necessary to adequately assess the
current and potential future state of contamination.



The Wintertime Oxyfuel Program



The Wintertime Oxyfuel Program continues to provide a means for some areas of the country to
come into, or maintain, compliance with the Carbon Monoxide standard. Only a few
metropolitan areas continue to use MTBE in this program. In most areas today, ethanol can and
is meeting these wintertime needs for oxygen without raising volatility concerns given the
season.



15. The Panel recommends that the Wintertime Oxyfuel program be continued (a) for as
long as it provides a useful compliance and/or maintenance tool for the affected states
and metropolitan areas, and (b) assuming that the clarification of state and federal
authority described above is enacted to enable states, where necessary, to regulate and/or
eliminate the use of gasoline additives that threaten drinking water supplies.



Recommendations for Evaluating and Learning From Experience



The introduction of reformulated gasoline has had substantial air quality benefits, but has at the same
time raised significant issues about the questions that should be asked before widespread introduction of
a new, broadly-used product. The unanticipated effects of RFG on groundwater highlight the importance
of exploring the potential for adverse effects in all media (air, soil, and water), and on human and
ecosystem health, before widespread introduction of any new, broadly-used, product.



16. In order to prevent future such incidents, and to evaluate of the effectiveness and the
impacts of the RFG program, EPA should:



a. Conduct a full, multi-media assessment (of effects on air, soil, and water) of any
major new additive to gasoline prior to its introduction;



b. Establish routine and statistically valid methods for assessing the actual
composition of RFG and its air quality benefits, including the development, to
the maximum extent possible, of field monitoring and emissions characterization
techniques to assess “real world” effects of different blends on emissions;



c. Establish a routine process, perhaps as a part of the Annual Air Quality trends
reporting process, for reporting on the air quality results from the RFG program;
and



d. Build on existing public health surveillance systems to measure the broader
impact (both beneficial and adverse) of changes in gasoline formulations on
public health and the environment.
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Summary of Dissenting Opinion 
By Todd C. Sneller, Member



EPA Blue Ribbon Panel



The complete text of Mr. Sneller’s dissenting opinion on the Panel’s recommendation to
eliminate the federal oxygen standard for reformulated gasoline is included in Chapter 4 of this
report.



In its report regarding the use of oxygenates in gasoline, a majority of the Blue Ribbon Panel on
Oxygenates in Gasoline recommends that action be taken to eliminate the current oxygen
standard for reformulated gasoline.  Based on legislative history, public policy objectives, and
information presented to the Panel, I do not concur with this specific recommendation.  The basis
for my position follows:



The Panel’s report concludes that aromatics can be used as a safe and effective replacement for
oxygenates without resulting in deterioration in VOC and toxic emissions.  In fact, a review of
the legislative history behind the passage of the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 clearly
shows that Congress found the increased use of aromatics to be harmful to human health and
intended that their use in gasoline be reduced as much as technically feasible.



The Panel’s report concludes that oxygenates fail to provide overwhelming air quality benefits
associated with their required use in gasoline.  The Panel recommendations, in my opinion, do no
accurately reflect the benefits provided by the use of oxygenates in reformulated gasoline. 
Congress correctly saw a minimum oxygenate requirement as a cost effective means to both
reduce levels of harmful aromatics and help rid the air we breathe of harmful pollutants.



The Panel’s recommendation to urge removal of the oxygen standard does not fully take into
account other public policy objectives specifically identified during Congressional debate on the
1990 Clean Air Act Amendments.  While projected benefits related to public health were a focal
point during the debate in 1990, energy security, national security, the environment and
economic impact of the Amendments were clearly part of the rationale for adopting such
amendments.  It is my belief that the rationale behind adoption of the Amendments in 1990 is
equally valid, if not more so, today.



Congress thoughtfully considered and debated the benefits of reducing aromatics and requiring
the use of oxygenates in reformulated gasoline before adopting the oxygenate provisions in 1990. 
Based on the weight of evidence presented to the Panel, I remain convinced that maintenance of
the oxygenate standard is necessary to ensure cleaner air and a healthier environment.  I am also
convinced that water quality must be better protected through significant improvements to
gasoline storage tanks and containment facilities.  Therefore, because it is directly counter to the
weight of the vast majority of scientific and technical evidence and the clear intent of Congress, I
respectfully disagree with the Panel recommendation that the oxygenate provisions of the federal
reformulated gasoline program be removed from current law.
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LYONDELL CHEMICAL COMP ANY
SUMMARY OF DISSENTING REPORT



The complete text of Lyondell’s dissenting report is in Chapter 4 of this report.



While the Panel is to be commended on a number of good recommendations to improve the
current underground storage tank regulations and reduce the improper use of gasoline, the
Panel’s recommendations to limit the use of MTBE are not justified.



Firstly, the Panel was charged to review public health effects posed by the use of oxygenates,
particularly with respect to water contamination.  The Panel did not identify any increased public
health risk associated with MTBE use in gasoline.



Secondly, no quantifiable evidence was provided to show the environmental risk to drinking
water from leaking underground storage tanks (LUST) will not be reduced to manageable levels
once the 1998 LUST regulations are fully implemented and enforced.  The water contamination
data relied upon by the panel is largely misleading because it predates the implementation of the
LUST regulations.



Thirdly, the recommendations fall short in preserving the air quality benefits achieved with
oxygenate use in the existing RFG program. The air quality benefits achieved by the RFG
program will be degraded because they fall outside the control of EPA's Complex Model used for
RFG regulations and because the alternatives do not match all of MTBE's emission and gasoline
quality improvements. 



Lastly, the recommendations will impose an unnecessary additional cost of 1 to 3 billion dollars
per year (3 – 7 c/gal. RFG) on consumers and society without quantifiable offsetting social
benefits or avoided costs with respect to water quality in the future.  



Unfortunately, there appears to be an emotional rush to judgement to limit the use of MTBE. For
the forgoing reasons, Lyondell dissents from the Panel report regarding the following
recommendations:



• The recommendation to reduce the use of MTBE substantially is unwarranted
given that no increased public health risk associated with its use has been identified
by the Panel.



• The recommendation to maintain air quality benefits of RFG is narrowly limited to
the use of  EPA's RFG Complex Model which does not reflect many of the vehicle
emission benefits realized with oxygenates as identified in the supporting panel
issue papers.   Therefore, degradation of air quality will occur and the ability to
meet the Nation's Clean Air Goals will suffer under these recommendations.
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CHAPTER 2.  ISSUE SUMMARIES



In the course of its deliberations, the Blue Ribbon Panel heard from a number of experts in the field, and
reviewed a large number of analyses and reports compiled by a range of organizations and individuals on
the topics of air quality, water contamination, prevention and remediation, fuel supply and price, and
health effects (see References below).  In order to guide its development and evaluation of the range of
options, and the selection of its recommended option, the Panel worked with its own staff, staff of a
number of federal agencies, and consultants assigned to it from ICF Consulting to compile the following
Issue Summaries.



These Issue Summaries are not intended to be complete reproductions of the many analyses and reports
the Panel reviewed, nor did the Panel necessarily have the charter or the expertise to conduct an entire de
novo review of all of the evidence on any one topic (e.g. health effects).  Rather, these summaries are
designed to summarize all of the available information in a relatively neutral manner, capturing those
areas where the scientific and technical community have come to some conclusions about these topics,
and noting those areas where either there is not agreement, or where additional information is needed.  



For example, the Panel provides in Issue A. Water Contamination, the first systematic summary of water
contamination data from the states of Maine and California and from the U.S. Geological Survey. This
data, which emerged beginning late last year, was augmented substantially by analyses completed by
USGS, and a summary of the relevant data was presented to the Panel in April.  The Panel did not,
however, conduct a detailed review of the analytic techniques, assumptions, and methods of each study,
but rather accepted them as valid efforts to attempt to characterize an emerging situation, and refers the
readers to the original studies for further detail.











5 Areas using RFG (2% by weight oxygen) and /or Oxyfuel (2.7% by weight Oxygen).
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A. Water Contamination



I. Introduction



There have been increasing detections of methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) in ground waters and in
reservoirs.  Overall, approximately 90 percent of tested waters have no detects, with remaining waters
generally exhibiting relatively low level contamination.  As sources of water contamination are
identified, the behavior of oxygenates in ground water needs to be analyzed in order to understand the
extent of contamination.  The following is a summary of what is known today concerning water
contamination.  



II. Contamination



A. Concentration Levels in Public and Private Wells



The use of MTBE in the RFG program has resulted in growing detections of MTBE in drinking water,
with between 5 percent and 10 percent of community drinking water supplies in high oxygenate use
areas5 showing at least detectable amounts of MTBE.  The great majority of these detections to date have
been well below levels of public health concern, with between 0.3 percent to 1.5 percent rising to levels
above 20 parts per billion (ppb).  Detections at lower levels have, however, raised consumer taste and
odor concerns that have caused water suppliers to stop using some water supplies and to incur costs of
treatment and remediation.  Private wells have also been contaminated and these wells are less protected
than public drinking water supplies and not monitored for chemical contamination.  There is also
evidence of contamination of surface waters, particularly during summer boating seasons.  A variety of
studies, summarized in Table 1, have sought to determine the extent of MTBE contamination of drinking
water sources.  In addition, the USGS 12 Northeastern State Study has compiled data for MTBE levels in
community drinking water.



Although there are no nation-wide drinking water data sets from which to fully characterize MTBE
detections in the United States, a recent United States Geological Survey (USGS) report examines this
issue with respect to ambient ground water.  This report assessed studies conducted between 1985 and
1995 by USGS-NAWQA (National Water Quality Assessment Program), local, State, and Federal
agencies by examining sampling data from 2,948 urban & rural, drinking water, and non-drinking water
wells.  Projections from these data sets suggest that up to 7 percent of the nation's ground water resources
could potentially contain a volatile organic compound (VOC) such as MTBE at concentrations of at least
0.2 ppb. At this time it is difficult to project future trends of contamination due to the lack of time-series
data.











6 Paul Squillace, et al., “Occurrence of the Gasoline Additive MTBE in Shallow Ground Water in Urban and
Agricultural Areas; Fact Sheet FS-114-95; U.S. Geological Survey: Rapid City, DS, 1995; Paul Squillace, et.al.,
Preliminary assessment of the occurrence and possible sources of MTBE in groundwater in the United States, 1993-
1994. Environ. Sci. Tech. 30 (5) 1721-1730, 1996.



7 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and United States Geological Survey, Preliminary Finding of the 12-
State MTBE/VOC Drinking Water Retrospective, 1999.
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Table 1.  Summary of Studies Examining MTBE Contamination of Drinking Water Sources



Concentration
Range (ppb)



California 
Public Water



Sources1 (wells)



Maine 
Public Water



Sources3 (wells)



Maine 
Private Water



Sources3 (wells)4
USGS/NAWQA
Studies5 (wells)



USGS/EPA 12
Northeastern State



Study6 (systems)



N=5,195
MDL=5 ppb



N=793
MDL=0.1 ppb 



N=946 (95% CI)
MDL=0.1 ppb



N=2,743
MDL=0.2 ppb
(censor level)



N=1,190
MDL=1 ppb7



Non-Detects ~99% ~84.1% ~84.3% ~94.7% ~92.8%



MDL - 5 ppb N/A2 ~14.6% ~12.8% ~ 4.5% ~5.0%



5-20 ppb ~0.3% ~0.9% ~1.5% ~0.4% ~1.3%



> 20 ppb ~0.3% ~0.4% ~1.5% ~0.4% ~0.9%



1California Department of Health Services, April 22, 1999 ( www.dhs.ca.gov/ps/ddwem/chemicals/MTBE/mtbe_summary.htm).  Because the
same source may be counted more than once (e.g., as both “raw” and “treated”, as with a reservoir), data from a single source have been
consolidated for purposes of counting “sources.”



2Although there have been detects below 5 ppb, such detections are not required to be reported.
3A.E. Smith, Analysis of MTBE data in public and private water sources sampled as part of the Maine MTBE Drinking Water Study --



Preliminary Report, October 13, 1998:  Written Communication to U.S. EPA, May 20, 1999.
4Data are available for other sources (e.g., springs and surface water).
5P.J. Squillace, D.A. Bender, J.S. Zogorski, Analysis of USGS data on MTBE in wells sampled as part of the National Water Quality



Assessment Program, 1993-1998:  Written Communication to U.S. EPA. May 20, 1999.  
6S.J. Grady, Analysis of the Preliminary Findings of the 12-State MTBE/VOC Drinking Water Study, 1993-1998: Communication to U.S.



EPA, May 20, 1999.
7Some samples with higher reporting levels have not been screened out.
Note:  Some systems have multiple sources and the total number of sources is unknown.  Systems with multiple detections are counted in the



highest reported concentration range.  
“MDL” = Minimum Detection Level.



MTBE was the second most commonly detected VOC in water from urban wells6.  Due to the inadequacy
of long-term monitoring data, the extent and trends of ground and surface water contamination in the
nation are still not well known.  As such, research is underway to obtain more contamination occurrence
data for ground and surface waters.  An American Water Works Association Research Foundation
(AWWARF) study of the national occurrence of MTBE in sources of drinking water (i.e., rivers,
reservoirs, ground water, etc.) began in May 1999 and will continue for two years.  This type of data will
document near-term impacts and provide important input for analysis to predict future contamination
trends.



B. RFG/OXY Areas Versus Non-RFG/OXY Areas 



Data from the joint USGS and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 12 Northeastern State
study7 and the USGS/NAWQA study (Table 1) were analyzed to evaluate the frequency of MTBE
detections in drinking water in RFG/OXY versus non-RFG/OXY areas.  Results from the USGS/EPA
Northeastern State study indicate that MTBE is detected ten times more often in drinking water from
community water systems in areas that use reformulated gasoline (RFG) or oxygenated fuels (OXY) than











8 Stephen Grady and Michael Osinski, “Preliminary Findings of the 12-State MTBE/VOC Drinking Water
Retrospective,” presentation at the April 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting.



9 Paul Squillace, “MTBE in the Nation’s Ground Water, National Water-Quality Assessment (NAWQA)
Program Results,” presentation at the April 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting.



10 Paul Squillace, “MTBE in the Nation’s Ground Water, National Water-Quality Assessment (NAWQA)
Program Results,” presentation at the April 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting.



11 Paul Squillace, “Volatile Organic Compound in Untreated Ambient Groundwater of the United States, 1985
- 1995,” presentation at the April 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting.



12 Stephen Grady and Michael Osinski, “Preliminary Findings of the 12-State MTBE/VOC Drinking Water
Retrospective” presentation at the April 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting.



13 Paul Squillace, “Volatile Organic Compound in Untreated Ambient Groundwater of the United States, 1985
- 1995,” presentation at the April 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting.
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in non-RFG/OXY areas.8  Likewise, data from USGS/NAWQA indicates a similar detection frequency in
RFG/OXY areas (Table 2).  The USGS/NAWQA study also indicates that higher levels of MTBE (>20
ppb) are 19 times more likely to be detected in RFG/OXY areas than in non-RFG/OXY areas.9  MTBE
detections are clearly elevated in RFG/OXY areas as compared to BTEX (benzene, toluene,
ethylbenzene, and xylene) detections.  



Table 2.  MTBE and BTEX Detection, RFG/OXY vs. Non-RFG/OXY Areas10



MTBE Detection
(0.2 ppb)



BTEX Detection
(0.2 ppb)



RFG/OXY Areas Using MTBE 
(480 Wells) 21% 4%



Non-RFG/OXY Areas in the
United States (2,263) 2% 2%



After normalizing for factors that affect detection frequency (i.e., gasoline stations, commercial and
industrial land use, etc.), MTBE is four to six times more likely to be detected in RFG/OXY areas than
non-RFG/OXY areas.  In RFG/OXY areas, of the 50 million people dependent on ground water, 20
million use an aquifer containing at least one VOC, indicating potential vulnerability to MTBE.11



C. Co-Occurrence of MTBE and Other Gasoline Components



For co-occurring components in gasoline, preliminary data from both the USGS/EPA 12 Northeastern
State study and the USGS/NAWQA study shows that MTBE is generally detected in groundwater
samples that contain another VOC, but is not associated with BTEX detections.  In USGS/EPA drinking
water samples containing MTBE, BTEX co-occurrence were only 0.3 percent, even though
approximately 44 percent of the samples contained one or more other VOCs.12   Similar results are
exhibited for USGS/NAWQA ground water samples containing MTBE, with only 13 percent of the
samples with MTBE also detecting BTEX.13 











14 Office of Science and Technology Policy, National Science and Technology Council, Interagency
Assessment of Oxygenated Fuels, June 1997.



15 Komex H20 Science, Draft Investigation Report of MTBE Contamination:  City of Santa Monica, Charnock
Well Field, Los Angeles, California, March 21, 1997; Geomatrix Consultants, Inc., Summary of MTBE
Groundwater Monitoring Results, Fourth Quarter 1998, Charnock Well Field Regional Assessment, Los Angeles,
California, April 1, 1999.



16 B. Hunter et al., “Impact of Small Gasoline Spills on Groundwater,” preliminary report abstract presented at
the Maine Water Conference Meeting, April 1999. 



17 J.E. Reuter et al., “Concentrations, Sources and Fate of the Gasoline Oxygenate Methyl Tert-Butyl Ether
(MTBE) in a Multiple-Use Lake,” Environmental Science and Technology 32, 3666-3672, 1998.
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III. Sources



The most frequent sources of higher levels of ground water contamination (greater than 20 ppb)14 appear
to be releases from gasoline storage and distribution systems, although there have been reports (e.g.,
Maine) that would suggest other sources of contamination, such as small spills and improper disposal.  In
reservoirs and lakes, MTBE detections, which vary seasonally, appear to be from recreational watercraft,
particularly those with older motors.  More general contamination of ground and surface waters at lower
levels (usually less than 5 ppb) are primarily from storm water runoff and to a lesser degree, air
deposition, as well as from leaking tanks and accidental spills.



Specific examples of recent findings regarding the sources of ground water contamination include the
following:



a.  Santa Monica, California15



Ground water contamination from LUSTs has resulted in the contamination
and closure of 9 high volume production drinking water wells (daily water
demand at approximately 6.5 million gallons per day) at levels up to 610 ppb
in the production wells, up to 17,000 ppb in regional monitoring wells, and
up to 230,000 ppb in LUST source-site monitoring wells.



b. Maine16



An automobile gasoline leak contaminated a supply well 100 feet away to a
level of 900 ppb.



c. University of California, Davis Donner Lake Study17



The use of motorized watercraft yielded concentration levels from 0.1 ppb to
12 ppb.











18 Metropolitan Water District, Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether Monitoring Program at the Metropolitan Water
District of Southern California, monitoring program update, April 1999.



19 Office of Science and Technology Policy, National Science and Technology Council, Interagency
Assessment of Oxygenated Fuels, June 1997, pp. 2-33 – 2-35.



20 A.M. Happel et al., An Evaluation of MTBE Impacts to California Groundwater Resources, Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory Report, UCRL-AR-130897, June 1998; A.M. Happel, B. Dooher, and E.H.
Beckenbach, “Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (MTBE) Impacts to California Groundwater,” presentation at the March
1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting; Salanitro, J.P., “Understanding the Limitations of Microbial Metabolism
of Ethers Used as Fuel Octane Enhancers,” Curr. Opin. Biotechnol. 6: 337-340, 1995.



21 Paul Squillace et al., “Review of the Environmental Behavior and Fate of Methyl Tertiary-Butyl Ether,”
Environ. Tox. Chem, 1997; UC Davis Report, Transport and Fate Modeling of MTBE in Lakes and Reservoirs,”
Stephen A. McCord and Geoffrey S., Schladow.
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d. Metropolitan Water District of Southern California Monitoring Program18  



A monthly monitoring program (January 1997 to present) at six surface
water reservoirs resulted in concentrations as high as 29 ppb during summer
boating months.  



e. OSTP Report19



Storm water runoff exhibited concentrations of 0.2 - 8.7 ppb in 7
percent of samples tested in 16 cities from 1991 to 1995.  Based
on modeled air concentrations, concentrations in rainwater are
predicted to range from less than 1 ppb to 3 ppb.



IV. Behavior



A. MTBE



In ground water, MTBE is more soluble, does not adsorb as readily to soil particles, biodegrades less
rapidly, and thus moves more quickly than other components of gasoline (i.e., BTEX).20  In surface
water, volatilization of MTBE at the air-water interface is a significant contributor to decreased
concentrations of MTBE.21  



Much of MTBE’s behavior is dependent upon the nature of the release, whether the release source is
point or non-point, its geologic settings, and environmental and microbial factors.  In studies to date, in
situ biodegradation of MTBE has been minimal or limited at best, which is significantly less (by at least
one order of magnitude) when compared to benzene. 



B. Ethanol



Ethanol is extremely soluble in water and, based on theory, should travel at about the same rate as
MTBE.  Ethanol is not expected, however, to persist in ground water due to ethanol’s ability to
biodegrade easily.  In fact, laboratory research findings suggest that ethanol may inhibit the











22 H.X., Corseuil et al., “The Influence of the Gasoline Oxygenate Ethanol on Aerobic and Anaerobic BTX
Biodegradation,” Wat. Res., 1998, 32, 2065-2072.; C.S. Hunt et al., “Effect of Ethanol on Aerobic BTX
Degradation Papers from the Fourth International In Situ and On-Site Bioremediation Symposium,” Battelle Press,
April-May 1997, pp. 49-54.



23 Michael Kavanaugh and Andrew Stocking, “Evaluation of the Fate and Transport of Ethanol in the
Environment,” November, 1998.  Presentation at the May 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel.  [Based on Malcome
Pirnie, Inc.  Evaluation of the Fate and Transport of Ethanol in the Environment (Oakland, CA, 1998.)]



24 H.X. Corseuil and P.J.J. Alvarez, “Natural Bioremediation Perspective for BTX-Contaminated Groundwater
in Brazil,” Wat. Sci. Tech., 1996, 35, 9-16.



25 EPA analytical methods are limited for ethanol analysis providing only ppm range detection limits.



26 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Water, Drinking Water Advisory: Consumer Acceptability
Advice and Health Effects Analysis on Methyl Tertiary-Butyl Ether (MTBE), December 1997.
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biodegradation of BTEX because the microbes preferentially metabolize ethanol before BTEX.22 
Qualitative and quantitative characterizations of ethanol biodegradation under field conditions have not
been done to date.  In one hypothetical analysis presented to the Panel, the addition of ethanol to gasoline
was estimated to extend BTEX plumes by 25 percent to 40 percent.23  Additionally, a study in Brazil
indicated that, high ethanol concentrations in ground water (greater than 2 percent) enhanced the
solubilization and migration of BTEX.24  No national monitoring of ethanol in ground water, surface
water or drinking water has been completed at this time.25  



V. Drinking Water Standards



A. Drinking Water Advisory



In certain situations, either the public’s concern about potential contamination, or water supply officials’
concerns about the taste and odor effects of MTBE contamination, or both, has affected the ability of
local authorities to rely on their water supplies for drinking water.  For example, South Lake Tahoe,
California water officials recently closed 13 wells due to the proximity of MTBE plumes to its drinking
water wells. 



The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Water has established a drinking water advisory26



level of 20 to 40 ppb as a guidance for State and local authorities, based on taste and odor concerns.  This
guidance suggests control levels for taste and odor acceptability and also provides a large margin of
safety against any potential adverse health effects.  The advisory levels enable water suppliers to easily
assess if their drinking water is likely to be acceptable to consumers.  The advisory also recognizes that
some members of the population may detect it below this range.  However, as indicated in table 3, states
have established different guidelines and standards based on differing interpretations of the data
concerning the taste and odor thresholds and health effect studies for MTBE.   



In addition, EPA has proposed a revised Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule, which would
require large water systems (serving more than 10,000 persons) and a representative sample of small- and
medium-sized water systems (serving fewer than 10,000 persons) to monitor and report MTBE levels. 
This program is scheduled to take effect in January 2001.  Under this regulation, the majority of public











27 Water suppliers are required to monitor for volatile organic compounds and MTBE can be analyzed by the
same analytical methods and therefore could be included along with scheduled volatile organic compound sampling.
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groundwater supply wells will still not be monitored for MTBE.27  The availability of Consumer
Confidence Reports will notify the public of what contaminants are found in drinking water.  Increasing
numbers of consumers may find the water unacceptable if they are aware of MTBE’s presence.  



Private wells are not subject to monitoring under the Safe Drinking Water Act, but are left to the
discretion of the State.  Therefore, private well owners rarely have routine monitoring for either bacterial
or chemical contamination.  Private wells are typically more vulnerable than public wells due to
differences in wellhead construction.  Specifically, these wells typically draw from shallow groundwater,
which is more vulnerable to impacts from surface contamination.  



B. State Guidelines and Action Levels



As Table 3 indicates, a number of States have established drinking water guidelines and action levels. 
Currently, four States have primary drinking water standards, three States have enforceable guidelines,
and 12 States either have an MTBE guideline or action level in place.  Figure A1, located in Appendix A,
contains a map illustrating these various State standards. 



Table 3.  State Drinking Water Standards, Guidelines, and Action Levels



States with Primary Drinking Water Standards
(health-based)



& Maine (35 ppb) 
& New Jersey (70 ppb) 
& New York (50 ppb) 
& South Carolina (20-40 ppb)



State with a Secondary Standard  (aesthetic) & California (5 ppb); enforceable



States with Enforceable Guidelines
& Michigan (240 ppb); health-based
& West Virginia (20-40 ppb); EPA Advisory



States with a Guideline or Action Level in Place



& Arizona (35 ppb); health-based
& California (13 ppb); health-based 
& Connecticut (70 ppb); health-based
& Illinois (70 ppb); health-based   
& Kansas (20-40 ppb); EPA Advisory
& Maryland (10 ppb); aesthetically-based
& Massachusetts (70 ppb); health-based
& New Hampshire (15 ppb); aesthetically based
& Pennsylvania (20-40 ppb); EPA Advisory
& Rhode Island (20-40 ppb); EPA Advisory
& Vermont (40 ppb); EPA Advisory
& Wisconsin (60 ppb); health-based



Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
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National Primary Drinking Water Standards, as defined by the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), must
be health-based.  Although standards can be developed at the Federal level based on taste and odor, such
standards are secondary and non-enforceable.  Currently, the Drinking Water Advisory serves only as a
national guidance level for aesthetic effects that EPA recommends for drinking water.  Due to
uncertainties in the health effects database, gaps in characterizing national occurrence, and significant
variability among health study methodologies, EPA does not have sufficient information to establish an
enforceable health-based standard at this time.
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28 National Research Council (NRC), Ozone-Forming Potential of Reformulated Gasoline, May 1999.



29 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Regulatory Impact Analysis, 59 FR 7716, Docket No. A-92-12,
1993.



30 Refinery Reporting Data and RFG Survey Association Data.  Data on gasoline properties contained in this
Issue Summary are derived from two primary sources.  The RFG reporting data represent data submitted by the
universe of RFG producers or importers.  The RFG survey data are derived from a carefully planned statistical
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B. Air Quality Benefits



I.   Introduction



The Federal and California reformulated gasoline (RFG) programs have significantly improved air
quality by reducing emissions of toxics and lowering the ozone forming potential through reductions in
volatile organic compound (VOC) and oxides of nitrogen (NOx).  In general, these programs have
resulted in greater emission reductions than statutorily required. 



II. Federal RFG Program: Requirements and Benefits



A. Summary of RFG Requirements and Benefits



Ozone and air toxic levels in this nation have decreased substantially in recent years as a result of the
Clean Air Act’s implementation.  There are over 30 areas, however, that are still in nonattainment with
the current ozone standard.  The results of emissions tests, tunnel studies, and remote sensing of tail pipe
exhaust indicate that RFG usage can cause a decrease in both the exhaust and evaporative emissions from
motor vehicles.28  Based on separate cost effectiveness analyses conducted by both the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the State of California, when compared to all available
control options, RFG is a cost-effective approach to reducing ozone precursors such as VOCs and NOx.



29 
Although there is no National Ambient Air Quality Standard for toxics, a number of provisions of the
Clean Air Act require reductions in toxics emissions, and Federal RFG has contributed to these
reductions.. 



The RFG program, mandated under the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments, requires changes in motor fuel
formulation which result in decreased vehicle emissions for areas in the U.S. with significant low-level
ozone pollution, otherwise known as smog.  These areas represent about 30 percent of U.S. gasoline
consumption.  The program requires reductions relative to a 1990 fuel baseline in levels of NOx, toxics,
and VOC emissions and also requires a minimum level of oxygen and limits the maximum benzene level. 
The emissions performance of fuels relative to 1990 is evaluated using a linear regression model, referred
to as the “complex model,” which was developed using thousands of emissions tests relating fuel
properties to emissions performance.  To certify a fuel as RFG, a fuel manufacturer measures the eight
relevant physical and chemical properties of the fuel, enters those results into the complex model, and the
model determines the percent reduction in NOx, VOC, and toxics, relative to 1990, for that fuel.  Phase I
of the program began in 1995.  Phase II, scheduled to begin on January 1, 2000, will implement more
stringent NOx, VOC and toxics reduction standards.



The best available data indicate that the RFG program has substantially reduced emissions of ozone
precursors and toxics (See Table 1).  Analysis of fuel data reported by refiners for 1995 through 1998
indicates that emission reduction benefits exceeded the standards for VOCs, NOx, and toxics.30  Toxics











30 (...continued)
sampling of retail stations in various RFG cities.  The survey plan is designed to estimate average gasoline
properties for a given area over a specific time period with a high degree of statistical confidence.  



The calculation of VOC, NOx, and toxics reductions is based upon measured properties from these two data
sources and is calculated by the “complex model,” a regression model based upon thousands of vehicle emissions
tests.  As with any model, some uncertainty exists regarding the calculated emissions reductions and their
applicability for any given fleet in any given year.



31 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency bar charts reflect survey data collected from 19,000 samples during
1998.  Data from RFG Survey Association.



32 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, National Air Quality and Emissions Trends Report, 1995.



33 NESCAUM, Relative Cancer Risk of Reformulated Gasoline and Conventional Gasoline Sold in the
Northeast, August 1998.
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reductions in particular were substantially greater than the standard (an over 33 percent reduction versus
a 17 percent requirement).  (Refer to Figures B1 through B3 in this Issue Summary’s Appendix).31  In
addition, ambient monitoring data also suggest that the RFG program is working.  The EPA’s 1995 Air
Quality Trends report, which coincides with the first year of the RFG program, shows a median reduction
of 38 percent in ambient benzene and significant decreases in other vehicle-related VOC concentrations
in RFG areas.32  No other control action could have accounted for such a substantial decrease in benzene
levels. 



In 1998, Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management (NESCAUM) conducted an assessment
of the toxicity of conventional gasoline (CG) versus RFG sold in the Northeast.  This study33 focused on
six toxic air pollutants [benzene, 1,3-butadiene, acetaldehyde, polycyclic organic matter (POM),
formaldehyde, and MTBE].  A modified version of the complex model, incorporating MTBE emission
rates, was used to compare differences in predicted emissions between composited average RFG and
conventional fuel types sold in the Northeast.  While emissions estimated by the complex model may not
accurately represent actual emissions from the motor vehicle fleet, it does provide a means of
establishing relative effects of fuel composition on emissions.  Relative cancer potencies were assigned
to the six compounds to compare carcinogenicity among fuel types.  This study concluded that Phase I
RFG (in 1996) “served to reduce cancer risk associated with gasoline vapors and automobile exhaust . . .
by 12 percent. . . .”  and that Phase II RFG would “reduce the public cancer risk . . . by 20 percent. . . .” 
This report also noted that “since the cancer potency of MTBE is significantly less than that of benzene,
1,3-butadiene and POM, its presence in RFG at 10 percent by volume tends to dilute other carcinogens. .
. .”  The National Research Council (NRC) report also stated that the most significant advantage of
oxygenates in fuel appears to be displacement of some air toxics (e.g., benzene from RFG).  For
additional information on typical fuels and standards, refer to Table B1 in Appendix B.
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Table B1.  Typical Fuels and Standards



Fuel Parameter
Conventional



Gasoline
Pre-RFG



Federal RFG Phase I Federal RFG Phase II California RFG



Actual 1 
(Summer)



Complex
Avg. Std.



Actual
Averaging
Standard



Actual
Averaging
Standard



Reid Vapor
Pressure  (psi) 8.7/7.8 7.9/7.0 (8.0/7.1)2 (6.7) 6.8 (6.8)



Sulfur (ppm) 339 190 (285) (150) 20 30



Oxygen (wt%) <0.5 2.26 2.1 min 2.1 min 2.07 (2.0)



Aromatics (vol%) 32 26 (32) (25) 23 22



Olefins (vol%) 13 10 (10) (11) 4 4



E200 (%) 41 49 (45) (49) 51 (49)



E300 (%) 83 83 (83) (87) 89 (91)



Benzene (vol%) 1.5 0.68 0.95 max .95 max 0.55 0.8



Phase II complex model performance (% reduction from 1990 baseline) of these fuels:



VOC performance 26.1 22.1 29.8 29.9 29.6



NOx performance 5.3 1.4 6.8 14.6 14.7



Toxics performance 30.1 19.7 28.4 37.0 34.4



1“Actual” Phase I summer (VOC-controlled) RFG properties and performance estimated from 1998 RFG Compliance Surveys.    
2Properties listed under the Federal RFG “standards” columns in parentheses are not standards per se, but indicate the average properties a



summer fuel must have to meet the emissions performance standards.  The “/” indicates “North/South” specific values.  South (VOC Control Region
1) values were used in performance comparisons.



As shown in Table 1, Phase II RFG, which takes effect on January 1, 2000, requires additional emission
reductions, beyond those required in Phase I.  With the exception of air toxics and benzene, Phase II also
requires reductions that are greater than the actual reductions achieved in Phase I.  However, for both air
toxics and benzene, the Phase II requirements, unless changed, would allow the formulation of RFG that
does not maintain the current benefits (e.g. a 22 percent reduction in toxics versus a 33 percent actual
Phase I reduction).  



Table 1.  Emission Reductions Required by the RFG Program



VOCs NOx Toxics Benzene Oxygen



RFG Phase I
(1995-1999)



& Northern States:  17%



& Southern States:  37%
       1.5%        17% 1% 2.0 wt%



Actual RFG1 Phase
I 1998



& Northern States:  21.2%
Av2, 20.3 - 25.0% Range



& Southern States:  39.4%
Av, 38.4 - 40.3% Range



(4.9% Average;
3.8% - 7.4%



Range)



(33.2% Average;
23.7% -36.9%



Range)
0.68 % 2.0 wt%



RFG Phase II
(2000)



27% 6.8% 22% 1% 2.0 wt%



CaRFG Standards
(approx.)



29.6% 14.7 34.4 0.8 0 - 2.0 wt%



11998 RFG Compliance Survey Data (summer surveys), completed by the RFG Survey Association.
2"Av” = the average of the individual area results weighted by estimated gasoline volume in each area. 
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B. CaRFG Program



Also, as shown in Table 1, the California RFG program has in place more stringent standards for its
Phase II than Federal RFG, in particular for NOx, air toxics, and benzene.  The second phase in the
California RFG program (CaRFGII) is intended to ensure that benefits continue as the vehicle technology
advances and fleets turn over.  CaRFGII helps automakers meet the increasingly stringent emission
standards for new vehicles.  California’s program requires automakers to certify their vehicles on
CaRFGII, thus ensuring that new vehicles will be designed to meet emission standards on a fuel similar
to what the vehicles will be operated with during daily use.  



The CaRFG program is designed to ensure that different formulations of gasoline will meet the required
emissions performance levels.  This is accomplished through the predictive model, which allows one to
compare the emissions performance of alternative fuel parameters against a standard set of parameters
contained in the CaRFG regulation.  If the alternative formulation provides emission benefits equal to or
better than the standard formulation, emission benefits are preserved and the refiner (or fuel importer) is
allowed to market the fuel.  To ensure the predictive model reflects the most recent data on the
relationship between fuel properties and emissions, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) is in the
process of updating the model to reflect newer technology vehicles.  This will provide extra assurance
that the model will continue to be applicable as the vehicle fleet changes.  In California, the predictive
model has been used to produce and market fuels with no oxygenates while preserving the program’s full
air quality benefits.



C. EPA 1998 Area by Area Analysis



The EPA’s Area by Area analysis of 1998 RFG Survey Data indicates that the complex model emissions
performance of RFG in Chicago and Milwaukee, while easily exceeding all Phase I performance (i.e.,
emission reduction) requirements, generally ranks low compared to other RFG areas.  In order to
investigate factors influencing the performance of Chicago and Milwaukee RFG relative to RFG in other
areas, it is necessary to consider the composition of the fuels.  Table B2 and an accompanying
discussion, located in the Appendix, discuss estimates of average values of the fuel properties that are
complex model inputs.  The Chicago and Milwaukee properties are averages of the individual summer
survey property averages.  The National Average properties were estimated by calculating an average for
each of the RFG areas surveyed during 1998, and then weighting these values by estimates of fuel
volume for each area.  The National Average Reid vapor pressure (RVP) value was for VOC Control
Region 2 (North), which includes Chicago and Milwaukee.  Other values include both regions. 
(California oxygen-only surveys were not included in the oxygenate computations.)



The higher sulfur levels in Chicago and Milwaukee RFG areas affected its relative complex model
performance for all three pollutants (VOC, NOx, toxics).  This analysis indicates that sulfur was the
primary factor influencing relative VOC and NOx performance, and that sulfur may have some influence
on toxics performance.  The margin of air toxics overcompliance was not as great in Chicago and
Milwaukee as in other areas primarily due to higher benzene content, but other factors such as increased
acetaldehyde emissions and sulfur levels also contributed.  Oxygenates had little impact on VOC or NOx



performance.  











34 Estimate from 1997 RFG Survey Data. 
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Table B2.  Chicago and Milwaukee Data
National
Average



Chicago Milwaukee



MTBE (wt% oxygen) 1.62 0.08 0.06 



ETBE (wt% oxygen) 0 0 0 



Ethanol (wt% oxygen) 0.51 3.38 3.39 



TAME (wt% oxygen) 0.12 0 0 



SULFUR (ppm) 190 255 261 



RVP  (psi) region 2 7.9 7.9 7.9 



E200 (%) 49.4 50.7 50.9 



E300 (%) 82.7 81.8 82.2 



AROMATICS (vol%) 26.0 25.1 24.9 



OLEFINS  (vol%) 10.3 6.7 7.0 



BENZENE (vol%) 0.68 0.90 0.99 



III. The Impact on RFG if Oxygenates are Removed



A. Introduction



MTBE provides about 76 percent of the oxygenate used in all RFG, and ethanol provides about 19
percent.  The remaining 5 percent is made up of other ethers, tertiary-amyl methyl ether (TAME) and
ethyl tertiary butyl ether (ETBE).34  MTBE and ethanol have been the primary oxygenates in RFG
because of their availability, blendability, and ability to deliver air quality benefits while meeting
American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) specifications.  (Refer to Table D1 in Issue
Summary D, Fuel Supply and Cost, for usage data and references.) 



As shown in Table I above, Phase I RFG currently overcomplies with VOC, NOx, toxics, and benzene
requirements.   The key question is whether this current overcompliance with the Phase I RFG standards
will be maintained in Phase II RFG if oxygenates are not required.  Because the Phase II performance
standards for VOCs and NOx are above the current actual performance of Phase I RFG, all fuels will be
required to maintain or exceed the current VOC and NOx benefits, whether or not they contain
oxygenates.  However, since the Phase II performance standard for air toxics (22 percent reduction) is
below the current Phase I actual reductions (average 33 percent reduction), there is no guarantee that the
current (Phase I) level of air toxics benefits will be maintained in all cases



The impact of removing oxygenates such as MTBE is not likely to be identical for CaRFG and Federal
RFG.  Federal RFG is subject to fewer caps on specific properties (e.g. aromatics) than CaRFG and
therefore is more likely to show emissions impacts from the removal of oxygenates.  Specific fuel
parameters (e.g. the CaRFG cap on aromatics) may provide extra assurance that certain pollution
reductions occur.  Alternatively, performance standards (such as the current mass-based requirements for
toxics and VOCs) assure that pollution reductions will occur, but allow the refiner more flexibility in
determining how to achieve those reductions.











35 Air toxics emissions reductions result primarily from reductions in RFG of aromatics and benzene (itself an
aromatic) when compared to pre-RFG gasoline. 



36 The production of octane quality is the primary performance property considered by refiners in the
production of gasoline.  All refining/blending decisions are based, in part, on the need for a certain minimum level
of octane quality in order that vehicles using the fuel operate properly.  There are a limited number of octane rich
components that refiners can choose to produce needed octane.  Aromatics, alkylates, and oxygenates are three of
the most available sources of octane quality for U.S. refiners.  The most important (and for most refiners, the most
economical) gasoline upgrading process in U.S. refineries is catalytic reforming which produces aromatics and
increases the octane quality of the gasoline.  (See, for example, Anderson, Robert O., Fundamentals of the
Petroleum Industry, University of Oklahoma Press, 1984, p. 221.)  Reforming changes the shape of straight-chain
carbon molecules to high-octane ring-shaped molecules.  These ring-shaped molecules are referred to as aromatics
and include benzene and benzene-like molecules.  Since oxygenates are also primarily used for octane enhancement
when producing gasoline, for a refiner using these two octane sources, there exists a gasoline balance situation
between the use of aromatics and the use of oxygenates.  Although the increased use of alkylates would also be
expected as oxygenates are reduced, U.S. reforming capacity to produce aromatics is far greater than is the capacity
to produce alkylates.



Under the federal RFG program, the oxygenate requirement results in a high level of octane quality and,
for the reasons mentioned above, would be expected to push the use of aromatics and benzene from reforming in a
downward direction.  (Addition of oxygenate volumes would result in more than a 10 percent decrease in aromatics
and benzene from dilution alone, even if the octane quality properties are ignored.)  Refiners would not be expected
to utilize refinery capacity to produce aromatics that are not needed for octane.  Since aromatics (including benzene)
are the strongest contributors to the formation of toxics in the complex model, it is reasonable to conclude that the
use of oxygenates and the resulting downward movement in aromatics and benzene is likely responsible for a
substantial amount of the overcompliance in toxic emission reductions.
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B. Air Toxics



Current RFG over complies with both the Phase I and planned Phase II toxics standards.  With the data
available the panel could not determine with precision all of the factors which produce this
overcompliance.  However, as is explained below, when blending gasoline, it is reasonable to conclude
that the use of octane-rich oxygenates is one of the factors that affects a refiner’s decision to use high-
octane aromatics, a major contributor to the formation of toxic emissions.35



Decisions about refinery blending are complex and vary greatly over the range of U.S. refineries. 
Despite the variability in fuels likely to result from this complex system, however, certain trends can be
identified that may help explain the larger-than-expected air toxics benefits.



& First, it would be expected that each refiner would incorporate a  measurable degree of
overcompliance in order to ensure that their fuel never falls below the standard.



& Second, no matter how refiners blend fuel to meet the air quality standards, fuels will also be
blended to maintain at least the minimum octane required for current automobiles.  Thus, one
would expect that with increased use of oxygenates (a high octane component) in RFG, one
would see, on average, reduced need for, and use of, other high-octane components such as
aromatics.  Conversely, one would expect that with reduced use of oxygenates, this octane need
would be met, in part, with increased use of aromatics and, in the longer term once capacity is
expanded, alkylates.36



& Third, although it is difficult to determine the precise role that oxygenates play in
overcompliance, and some fuels would likely be blended by some refiners with lower oxygen yet











37 NESCAUM,  RFG/MTBE Findings and Recommendations, Boston, MA, August, 1999.



38 University of California, Health and Environmental Assessment of MTBE, Volume I. Summary and
Recommendations, P.16, November 1998.



39 NESCAUM,  RFG/MTBE Findings and Recommendations, Boston, MA, August, 1999.
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high air toxics benefits, on average one would expect the presence of higher levels of oxygenate
in the fuel to lead to reduced levels of aromatics, and thus greater air toxics benefits.



Although reasonable to assume that oxygenates thus contribute to toxics overcompliance, it is difficult to
quantify this effect.  The ideal data set would be able to compare fuels blended to meet current RFG
requirements with a full range of oxygen levels (i.e. 0%, .5%, 1.0%, 2%, etc.), and such a data set does
not exist.  There is limited data from the State of Maine which recently implemented its own fuel
program, albeit with less stringent requirements than RFG, to substantially reduce the use of MTBE: fuel
properties reported by Maine’s gasoline suppliers and distributors show a decrease in MTBE use by 50%
and a corresponding increase in aromatics of 20% over the levels of aromatics present in RFG sold in
Maine in 199737.  There is also data from Northern California (where 2.0% oxygen is not required) that
CaRFG sold in the San Francisco area contained over 8% by volume MTBE in 1997 in part to meet the
more stringent CARB requirements for CaRFG, although such data must be interpreted carefully since
both the RFG requirements and the market situation in California are unique38.



The only other available data set is data on actual RFG fuel properties collected as part of the
implementation of the program.  At the Panel’s request, EPA analyzed available data on actual RFG
properties in the marketplace and the relationship in that data between MTBE use, air toxics and
aromatics content.  The EPA’s regulations allow producers of RFG to meet the oxygen content
requirement on an averaged basis and to employ oxygen credits to meet the averaged standard of 2.1
percent by weight.  Consequently, the oxygen content in any given sample of RFG may vary to a limited
degree from the statutory 2.0 percent by weight per gallon requirement.  In 1998 RFG fuel quality
surveys, the oxygen content of samples that did not contain ethanol but were oxygenated wholly or in
part with MTBE, varied between about 1.5 and 3.0 percent by weight.  Even though the availability of
this data provides an opportunity to explore how aromatics content changes as oxygen levels vary, most
of the data points clustered around the 2.1 percent average standard and the data set contains no data for
oxygen levels below the regulatory minimum of 1.5 percent.  Therefore, although the analyses performed
for the Panel showed a weak positive correlation between oxygen levels and both toxics performance and
aromatics content, and more recent analyses by the Colorado School of Mines of the same data found
some stronger correlations,39 the Panel concluded that this data is extremely limited and can not be used
for the purpose of coming to any specific quantitative statistical conclusions. 



In the absence of certainty on the effects of removing oxygenates, the primary concern is that if the
oxygen mandate is removed and a significant amount of RFG does not contain oxygenates, use of
aromatics might rise at least in some portion of the RFG fuel blends.  Such a rise would likely decrease
the overcompliance now seen for toxics in Federal RFG.  In California, where CaRFG both requires
much lower sulfur levels and places a limit on the level of aromatics allowed in the fuel, such
overcompliance is more likely to continue.  In the absence of certainty around this issue, the only way to
ensure that there is no loss of current air quality benefits is for EPA to seek mechanisms for both the
RFG Phase II and Conventional Gasoline programs to define and maintain in RFG II the real world
performance observed in RFG Phase I while preventing deterioration of the current air quality
performance of conventional gasoline.











40 EPA estimate based on complex and MOBILE model calculations.



41 Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (Ken Nelson and Ron Ragazzi), The Impact of a 10
percent Ethanol Blended Fuel on the Exhaust Emissions of Tier 0 & Tier 1 Light Duty Gasoline Vehicles at 35 F,
March 26, 1999.



42 This study involved testing light duty vehicles (LDVs) and trucks (LDTs) at 35 (F.   Twelve Tier 0 and 12
Tier 1 vehicles (8 LDVs, 4 LDTs), six high emitters, and one low emission vehicle (LEV), were tested under three
driving cycles [Federal Test Procedure (FTP), Unified, and REPO5].  The FTP is based on typical urban driving
patterns.  The Unified Cycle has higher speeds and accelerations than the FTP, and the REPO5 is a very aggressive
driving cycle.  In this program, the FTP was conducted from a cold start while the other cycles were conducted from
a hot running start.  The vehicles were tested with a non-oxygenated fuel and a 10 percent ethanol oxygenated fuel. 
The program measured  emissions of hydrocarbons (HC), CO, NOx, carbon dioxide (CO2) and fine particulate
(PM10 and smaller).  



The study reported that FTP particulate emissions were reduced with the oxygenated fuel.  For the FTP, a
mean absolute reduction of 3.31 milligrams per mile (mg/mi) or 36.0 percent was achieved for the main group of 24
Tier 0 plus Tier 1 vehicles.  The reduction for the Tier 0 vehicles was 5.24 mg/mile, or 39.7 percent, and the
reduction for the Tier 1 vehicles was 1.38 mg/mi, or 26.6 percent.  These absolute reductions were statistically
significant at the 95 percent confidence level.  The numbers indicate that older vehicles receive greater PM benefits
from the use of oxygenated fuels than newer technology vehicles.   No statistically significant differences were
detected for other driving cycles. There were no statistically significant changes in particulate emissions for the high
emitters.  Because only one LEV was tested, statistical significance cannot be determined.  
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There are several possible mechanisms to accomplish this.  One obvious way is to enhance the mass-
based performance requirements currently used in the program.  At the same time, the panel recognizes
that the different exhaust components pose differential risks to public health due in large degree to their
variable potency.  EPA should explore and implement mechanisms to achieve equivalent or improved
public health results that focus on reducing those compounds that pose the greatest risk. 



C. Carbon Monoxide Benefits



Although there is no carbon monoxide (CO) standard for RFG, oxygenates affect CO emissions so that
current RFG actually produces significant CO benefits.  Estimates show that about one-fourth of the CO
benefits associated with oxygenated RFG will disappear if oxygenates are on used.40  Thus, if RFG
contains no oxygenates, the CO reductions associated with RFG will be reduced by approximately 25
percent.  This will be less critical in future years due to stricter tailpipe CO emission standards.  As the
vehicle fleet turns over, the oxygenate impact on CO emissions diminishes (see Table 3).  It is important
to note that there are now relatively few CO nonattainment areas (see discussion of Wintertime Oxyfuel
Program in Section V. below).



D. Particulate Matter Benefits



There are limited data available on the effect of oxygenates on emissions of particulate matter (PM).  The
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment conducted a study to evaluate the effects of
oxygenated fuels on motor vehicle emissions at low ambient temperatures.41  The study, which analyzed
winter oxygenated fuels rather than RFG, concluded that there were statistically significant PM
emissions reductions associated with the use of an ethanol oxygenated fuel.42  Additional research is
necessary including use of ethanol-oxygenated RFG and non-oxygenated RFG fuels in a variety of
climates, to better understand how different formulations of gasoline affect PM.



IV. Other Air Quality Considerations for Oxygenates











43 Reid vapor pressure is a measure of the gas pressure a liquid/gas system will apply to a closed system when
heated to 100 degrees Fahrenheit.  As such, RVP is a measure of a liquid’s volatility (i.e., its tendency to evaporate).



44 The size of increase in RVP is clearly affected by other factors, including the hydrocarbon makeup and
original volatility characteristics of the blend into which the ethanol is added.



45 EPA has promulgated a program controlling the RVP of conventional gasoline on a nationwide basis.  (See
40 CFR 80.27.)  This program allows for a 1.0 psi exemption for 10 percent ethanol blends.  Thus, if  this program
requires that RVP not exceed 9.0 psi for a given area, 10 percent ethanol blends are allowed at RVPs of up to 10
psi.  This exemption for ethanol blends does not apply to the RFG program.
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A. Ozone Reactivity of Alternatives (CO Reduction)



One key question that has been raised about the air quality effects of RFG has been whether the ozone
reactivity of fuels with different oxygenates could be a better measure of ozone forming potential than
the correct mass-based measurement of VOCs.



A recently released report from the National Research Council (NRC), Ozone-Forming Potential of
Reformulated Gasoline, concluded that there is no compelling scientific basis at this time to recommend
that ozone forming potential or reactivity replace mass of emissions in the RFG program.  A change from
the mass of emissions approach to a reactivity approach would not impact the choice of one fuel over
another from the standpoint of air quality benefits. 



The NRC report found that fuel oxygen content appears to have only a small effect on the ozone forming
emissions of RFG with reductions in CO emissions and in exhaust emissions of VOCs but with some
evidence of increases in NOx emissions.  The NRC did not examine the contribution of oxygenates to the
emissions of air toxics. 



The NRC report found that the contribution of CO to ozone formation should be recognized in
assessments of the effects of RFG.  The NRC committee found that CO emissions account for 15 percent
to 25 percent of the reactivity of exhaust emissions from light duty vehicles and should be included in
reactivity assessments because despite its low reactivity adjustment factor, the large mass of CO
emissions contributes to ozone formation.



B. Ethanol Blend Commingling with MTBE and Hydrocarbon Blends



An RVP43 increase of approximately one pound per square inch (psi) is caused by the addition of ethanol
to a hydrocarbon base fuel.44  As a result, all ethanol blended RFG is now blended with base gasoline that
has had certain high RVP components, such as pentanes and butanes, reduced in order to ensure that
ethanol blended RFG meets RVP requirements.45



Traditional thinking would conclude that when an ethanol blend is commingled with a non-ethanol blend
in a consumers tank, one would see a resulting RVP greater than would be expected from a simple
volume-weighted linear combination of the two blends’ RVPs, at least if a sufficient amount of the
ethanol blend were to be present.  Thus, in a 50-50 commingled blend, where 10 percent ethanol gasoline
with an RVP of 8.0 psi is added to an all-hydrocarbon gasoline with the same 8.0 psi RVP, the resulting
blend has an RVP of about 8.5 psi and not 8.0 psi as would be expected when non-ethanol blends are
commingled.











46 The final RVP resulting from the combination of these two hydrocarbon components would actually be
slightly higher than 7.5 psi since the volume of the hydrocarbon portion of the ethanol gasoline is less than the
volume of the hydrocarbon gasoline by an amount equal to the volume of the ethanol component.



47 These are approximations in order to demonstrate basic blending patterns.  The volatility of blends resulting
from commingling are not necessarily exact linear interpolations of the volatilities of the commingled blends.



48 Peter Caffrey and Paul Machiele, “In-Use Volatility Impact of Commingling Ethanol and Non-Ethanol
Fuels,” SAE Technical Paper #94065, February 29, 1994.  See also, “The Octamix Waiver,” 53 FR 3636, February
8, 1988.



49 Peter Caffrey and Paul Machiele, “In-Use Volatility Impact of Commingling Ethanol and Non-Ethanol
Fuels,” SAE Technical Paper #94065, February 29, 1994.
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Commingling these two blends is equivalent to first combining the hydrocarbon portion of both blends
and then adding the ethanol from the first blend to the combined hydrocarbon components.  The
hydrocarbon gasoline by definition has an RVP of 8.0 psi.  The hydrocarbon portion of the ethanol
gasoline had to have an RVP of 7.0 psi (since the subsequent addition of the ethanol produced an ethanol
gasoline with an RVP of 8.0 psi).  The hydrocarbon components combine linearly producing a new
hydrocarbon component having an RVP of about 7.5 psi (half way between 7.0 and 8.0 psi).46  Then,
adding in the ethanol component, which would now be about 5 percent of the final blend, increases the
RVP of the final blend to about 8.5 psi.  It is important to note that although the new 50-50 commingled
blend would have an ethanol level of around 5 percent, not 10 percent as in the original ethanol blend,
the full 1.0 psi RVP increase due to ethanol addition would still occur even at this lower ethanol level.47 



Although this scenario does accurately describe the basic principles involved in volatility changes when
these types of gasolines are blended, the reality is somewhat more complicated.  The presence of less
polar oxygenates like MTBE can decrease the volatility bump to some degree when more polar
oxygenates like ethanol (e.g., as an ethanol blend) are added.  This mechanism is called cosolvency.48  
One recent study on the impact of ethanol blend commingling concluded in part that an RVP bump of
slightly greater than one psi occurs when ethanol is added at a two volume percent level in an all-
hydrocarbon blend, but that a bump of 0.7 psi occurs when ethanol is added to an MTBE blend at the
same original RVP level.49



In addition to the expected RVP increase, many other factors are extremely important in determining the
effect of commingling.  These include ethanol blend market share, station/brand loyalty, and the
distribution of fuel tank levels before and after a refueling event.  Caffrey and Machiele attempted to take
these variables into account in modeling the effect of ethanol blend commingling in a mixed fuel
marketplace.  Their conclusions include the following:



(1) Brand loyalty and ethanol market share are much more important variables than the
distribution of fuel tank levels before and after a refueling event.



(2) Commingling effects can cause a significant increase in fuel RVP.  



(3) Commingling effects are clearly more dramatic in a market in which a significant portion of
the gasoline is all-hydrocarbon (i.e., non-oxygenated).   Depending on the combination of
variables chosen (i.e., especially ethanol market share), the RVP increase over the entire gasoline
pool can range from around 0.1 to 0.3 psi in a reformulated gasoline market (i.e., ethanol blends
commingled only with MTBE blends).  Analogous increases for a non-reformulated market (i.e.,











50 NESCAUM, Relative Cancer Risk of Reformulated Gasoline and Conventional Gasoline Sold in the
Northeast, August 1998. 



51 U.S. Energy Information Administration (Aileen Bohn and Tancred Lidderdale), Demand and Price Outlook
for Phase 2 Reformulated Gasoline, 2000, April 1999.  Data indicate that 5 thousand barrels per day oxygenate
demand for conventional gasoline. 
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ethanol blends commingled only with all-hydrocarbon blends) range from under 0.1 psi to over
0.4 psi.



(4) The effects of the increase in RVP commingling approaches a maximum when the ethanol
market share becomes 30 to 50 percent, and declines thereafter as ethanol takes a larger market
share.



C. Fuel Quality in Conventional Gasoline 



Conventional gasoline is controlled under EPA’s Anti-Dumping Program.  When the reformulated
gasoline (RFG) regulations were introduced, an anti-dumping program was also introduced.  Refiners
(and importers) were required to provide information on CG to show that its properties become no worse
than they were in 1990.  This program was meant to prevent refiners from simply removing “bad”
blendstocks from RFG and dumping these into CG.  In order to show that properties of CG would not
deteriorate, refiners established individual 1990 baselines for CG, which were independently audited and
submitted to the EPA.  Refiners who could not establish a baseline because of insufficient available
information were required to adopt the Clean Air Act baseline included in the statute.  (Most parties
believe that the Clean Air Act baseline is actually more stringent than a typical individual refinery
baseline.)



However, there is no assurance that CG air toxics benefits gained since 1990 will be protected.  The
EPA’s 1997 refinery survey data indicates that 1997 CG sold in the Northeast was 12.8 percent less toxic
than 1990 levels.  The data also indicate an additional 3.5 percent VOC reduction in the Northeast over
the 1990 levels.50



Under the complex model, refiners must not exceed their 1990 baselines for exhaust toxics and NOx. 
Although EPA does collect information on the quality of CG, the first data on complex model CG (from
1998) were not required to be submitted to EPA until May 31, 1999.  The analysis of that data will take
at least several months.  Thus, at this time the EPA does not have current data on whether complex model
CG toxics is in overcompliance.  The Agency has indicated, however, that this analysis would be a
critical element of guaranteeing that future increase in emissions potential will not occur in CG.  Once
the analysis is completed, EPA should review any regulatory or administrative authorities available to
prevent deterioration of the current air quality performance of conventional gasoline.  



If MTBE use was phased out, the antidumping program would prevent any increase in CG from 1990
NOx and toxics levels only.  However, should MTBE be eliminated and ethanol use increase in CG,
Department of Energy (DOE) modeling shows a 6 to 7 percent VOC increase in conventional gasoline
due to the one pound waiver for ethanol use outside RFG areas.  Regarding MTBE use in CG, the Energy
Information Administration (EIA) data show that very little MTBE is actually used in conventional
gasoline;51 estimates range, however, from 4,000 to 25,000 barrels per day.  It should be noted that the
anti-dumping program would not prevent increases in MTBE use in CG.  











52 The Panel is aware of the current proposal for further changes to the sulfur levels of gasoline and recognizes
that implementation of any change resulting from the Panel’s recommendations will, of necessity, need to be
coordinated with implementation of these other changes.   However, a majority of the Panel considered the
maintenance of current RFG air quality benefits as separate from any additional benefits that might accrue from the
sulfur changes currently under consideration.
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EPA is also pursuing other initiatives that are related to the quality of CG.  EPA has proposed a gasoline
sulfur program and, if any form of sulfur control program were adopted nationally, NOx levels in CG
would clearly be better than current levels.52  The Agency is also in the process of evaluating mobile
source air toxics and is expected to issue a proposal in early 2000, at which time the Agency will further
address the issue of toxic emissions.



V. Wintertime Oxyfuel Program



A. Introduction



In addition to the RFG program, the CAAA of 1990 required the establishment of a Wintertime Oxyfuel
program.  Under this program gasoline must contain 2.7 percent oxygen by weight during the wintertime
in areas that are not in attainment for the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for CO.  



In 1992, when the oxygenated fuels program began, there were 36 areas implementing the program.  The
1998-99 oxygenated fuels season had 17 areas implementing the program.  Nineteen areas were able to
redesignate to CO attainment due to the implementation of the oxygenated fuels program along with
other control measures.  Of the remaining 17 areas, eight have data to redesignate and are either working
on or have submitted redesignation requests to EPA, or they have chosen to continue to implement the
program as a CO control measure even though they have attained the standard.  Six areas are classified as
"serious" CO nonattainment areas, and the remaining three areas are classified as "moderate" CO
nonattainment areas; all of these areas continue to implement the program in an effort to attain the CO
standard.  



Most of the winter oxygenated fuel areas use ethanol.  The only two areas using MTBE for the winter
oxygenate program are  Los Angeles and the New York City metropolitan area.  It is a possibility that
New York City, which includes metropolitan Connecticut, New Jersey, and New York, will leave the
program before the next winter season because they will demonstrate attainment with the CO standard. 
Los Angeles will need to phase-out MTBE use under the Governor's recent directive.  Therefore, MTBE
use for winter oxygenated areas is not likely to be common in the future.











53 Office of Science and Technology Policy, National Science and Technology Council , Interagency
Assessment of Oxygenated Fuels, June 1997.



54 Office of Science and Technology Policy, National Science and Technology Council, Interagency
Assessment of Oxygenated Fuels, June 1997, p. iv.



55 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Mobile Sources, (R. Cook), Impact of the Oxyfuel
Program on Ambient CO Levels, 1996.



56 Systems Application International, Regression Modeling of Oxyfuel Effects On Ambient CO Concentrations,
January 1997.



57 Office of Science and Technology Policy, National Science and Technology Council, Interagency
Assessment of Oxygenated Fuels, June 1997, p. iv.
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B. Air Quality Benefits



The most comprehensive study regarding oxygenated fuels was completed in June 1997 by the Office of
Science and Technology Policy (OSTP).53  The report concluded that "analyses of ambient CO
measurements in some cities with winter oxygenated fuels programs find a reduction in ambient CO
concentrations of about 10 percent."54  The report also suggested "the need for a thorough, statistically
defensible analysis of ambient CO data."  In response to that suggestion, EPA initiated a study55 that
analyzed ambient CO data from about 300 monitoring sites.  The study indicated a downward shift in
ambient CO ranging from 6 percent to 13 percent for the six month winter season in areas implementing
an oxyfuel program in 1992.  This EPA study was further refined by Systems Applications International
(SAI).56  The SAI study analyzed summer (June and July) and winter (December and January) bimonthly
means or maximum daily 8-hour CO concentrations from 1986 to 1995.  The report concluded that there
was a substantial (14 percent reduction) and statistically significant association (± 4 percent with 95
percent confidence) between the use of oxyfuels and monitored CO concentrations.



On this point, the OSTP report concluded: 



Older technology vehicles (carbureted and oxidation catalysts) benefit more from the use
of oxygenated fuel.  The amount of pollutant emissions is smaller in newer technology
vehicles (fuel injected and adaptive learning, closed loop three-way catalyst systems). 
Additionally, the percentage reductions in CO and hydrocarbon emissions from the use
of fuel oxygenates are found to be smaller in the newer technology vehicles compared to
older technology and higher emitting vehicles.57  



Analysis by the EPA (MOBIL6 Model) also indicates that even with fleet turnover, a significant
contribution to CO reduction from the winter oxygenated program is expected until at least 2005
(Table 3).











58 MOBILE6 effects are draft only.  Only after MOBILE6 is finalized will actual and more accurate estimates
be available.  These projected MOBILE6 Oxy-on-CO effects are based on MOBIL Report #M6.FUL.002, which is
posted on the MOBILE6 web site (http://www.epa.gov/OMS/M6.htm.)  
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Table 3.  Percent Reduction in CO Emissions Resulting from 3.5 Percent Oxygen, 
As Predicted by the MOBILE Model 58



Year MOBILE6



1997 10% to 20%



2000 5% to 15%



2005 0% to 10%



2010 0% to 2%



Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency



Most winter oxygenated areas use ethanol, which is typically blended at 3.5 percent by weight. 
Therefore the chart reflects actual benefits rather than the benefits that may result from the regulatory
requirement of 2.7 percent oxygen by weight.  If a lower oxygen level is used, one would expect there to
be a linear downward trend in benefits.



The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Area by Area analysis of 1998 RFG Survey Data indicates
that the complex model emissions performance of RFG in Chicago and Milwaukee, while easily
exceeding all Phase I performance (i.e., emission reduction) requirements, generally ranks low compared
to other RFG areas.  In order to investigate factors influencing the performance of Chicago and
Milwaukee RFG relative to RFG in other areas, it is necessary to consider the composition of the fuels.
The Chicago and Milwaukee property values were similar, and there were notable differences from the
National Average properties.   The sulfur and benzene levels for Chicago and Milwaukee were
substantially higher.  These two areas had the highest and second highest levels of all areas for these
parameters.   Oxygenate type and oxygen content differed from the National Average.  Ethanol was the
primary oxygenate used in these areas.  Therefore, the total oxygen content and the ethanol contribution
to total oxygen were highest for these areas.  Olefin content was lower than the National Average RFG,
and the olefin content for these two areas was the lowest of all areas surveyed.



The higher sulfur levels in the Chicago and Milwaukee RFG affected its relative complex model
performance for all three pollutants.  This analysis indicates that sulfur was the primary factor
influencing relative VOC and NOx performance, and that it may have some influence on toxics
performance.  Although 1998 RFG Survey Data indicates that the complex model emissions performance
of RFG in Chicago and Milwaukee, easily exceeded all Phase I performance (i.e., emission reduction)
requirements.  The margin of air toxics overcompliance was not as great there as in other areas primarily
due to higher benzene content, but other factors such as increased acetaldehyde emissions and sulfur
levels also contributed.  Oxygenates had little impact on VOC or NOx performance.  
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It is important to realize that this analysis was intended to identify factors which caused Chicago and
Milwaukee to rank lower than most other RFG areas in complex model emissions performance.  The
approach was to vary one property at a time and look at its effect on emissions performance.  In reality,
fuel properties are not independent, and this “one at a time” analysis was not intended to answer more
complex questions such as “What would happen to fuel properties and emissions performance if Chicago
and Milwaukee RFG suppliers switched from ethanol to MTBE?”
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Figure B1.  RFG Survey Data, Summer 1998: Phase I VOC Reduction
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Figure B2.  RFG Survey Data, Summer 1998: Phase I Toxics Reduction











39



0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8



Per. Gal. Std.



Averaged Std.



Milwaukee, WI



Louisville, KY



Richmond,VA



Chicago, IL



NY-NJ-LI-CT



Washington, D.C.



Poughkeepsie, NY



Norfolk,VA



Covington, KY



Baltimore, MD



Houston-Galveston, TX



Hartford, CT



CT (remainder)



Dallas-Fort Worth, TX



Manchester, NH



Philadelphia, PA



Lewiston-Auburn, ME



Portland, ME



Springfield, MA



Rhode Island



Portsmouth-Dover, NH



Boston, MA



Percent Reduction from 1990 Baseline



Figure B3.  RFG Survey Data, Summer 1998: Phase I NOx Reduction











59 State of Maine Bureau of Health, Department of Human Services, Bureau of Waste Management &
Remediation, Department of Environmental Protection, Maine Geological Survey, and Department of Conservation,
Maine MTBE Drinking Water Study, The Presence of MTBE and other Gasoline Compounds in Maine's Drinking
Water--Preliminary Report, 1998.
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C. Prevention, Treatment, and Remediation



I. Introduction



This Issue Summary reviews the technical and regulatory approaches to reducing the sources of
oxygenate impacts on water resources; release prevention and detection; storage tank-related issues;
Federal and State approaches to protecting drinking water sources; the treatment of impacted drinking
water; the remediation of oxygenate-impacted ground water; and funding sources.  Because of recent
detections of methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) in drinking water supplies, MTBE is emphasized
throughout this section.  The body of information available to evaluate impacts of other gasoline
oxygenates on water resources is significantly more limited.



The water resources described in this section are generally divided into two categories:  surface water
(streams, lakes, reservoirs, and stormwater); and ground water (water table and confined aquifers). 
Drinking water refers to those water resources currently used for public and private water supply
systems.  Although a variety of sources of MTBE impacts to water quality have been identified, this
section focuses primarily on releases from underground storage tank (UST) systems, as this population
comprises the vast majority of the known potential point sources and has been studied in much greater
detail than other potential sources of MTBE impact.



II. Sources and Trends of Water Quality Impacts



As described in Issue Summary A (Water Contamination), surface water and ground water resources are
impacted by both gasoline oxygenates and a variety of other natural and anthropomorphic sources of
contaminants.  There are a number of primary sources that appear to be responsible for most identified
MTBE impacts: 



• Underground storage tanks, other gasoline storage and distribution facilities,
such as bulk storage terminals, small household/farm gasoline tanks, and
aboveground storage tanks;



• Interstate and intrastate petroleum pipelines;



• Small releases (e.g., gasoline tank ruptures during car accidents or consumer
disposal of gasoline in backyards) appear to have been the source of private well
contamination in Maine.59  These types of releases are also expected to be a
source of contamination to private wells in other States;



• Engine exhaust and related releases (e.g., spillage) into lakes and reservoirs from
two-stroke watercraft and older four-stroke watercraft;



• Stormwater runoff.











60 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Underground Storage Tanks, “Corrective Action
Measures Archive,” http://www.epa.gov/swerust1/cat/camarchv.htm.



61 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Water, National Water Quality Inventory: 1996 Report to
Congress, 1996. 
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A. Assessing Impacts and Trends



There are no comprehensive quality assessments of our nation’s water resources that can provide clear
indications of the trend of MTBE impacts on water supplies.  Further, it is unknown how frequently
gasoline compounds are released from the current population of UST systems or the quantity of gasoline
that is released.  As such, it is unknown whether releases of gasoline and related impacts to water
resources are continuing to grow, whether increasing awareness of this issue has stabilized or reduced the
frequency of such releases, or whether they are on the decline.  Not all States require monitoring for
MTBE at LUFT sites and in drinking water quality sampling, further preventing a full characterization of
MTBE’s current or potential future impacts. 



New Federal and State UST regulations promulgated in the 1980's have spurred comprehensive
assessments and corrective action programs at facilities with USTs.  As of December 1998, many
currently regulated UST facilities can be expected to have had some type of site assessment conducted as
part of compliance activities and property transfer information requirements in order to determine
whether there have been any releases.  The number of identified UST releases has grown steadily during
the last decade, averaging about 20,000 new known releases annually.60  Most releases have been
discovered with tank removal during the tank upgrading process, rather than being detected as part of a
continuous monitoring program.  Thus, it is not possible to know when the release actually occurred
(e.g., many releases reported in 1998 occurred in previous years, but were only discovered in 1998).  The
rate at which new release sites are discovered is expected to decrease in coming years, as most UST
facilities being evaluated for contamination were in the process of meeting the December 1998 upgrading
deadline.  Because of limitations inherent in current leak detection technologies, it is expected that
releases reported in future years from the current population of upgraded facilities will not provide a
more accurate characterization of the occurrence of new releases.  



Limited information is available regarding releases from other gasoline storage/distribution facilities, and
very little data exist to characterize the extent to which other types of gasoline releases occur.



B. Underground and Aboveground Storage Tanks



Underground storage tanks represent the largest population of potential point sources of gasoline releases
to ground water.61  Gasoline storage and distribution facilities are of particular importance as potential
sources of ground water contamination from MTBE and other oxygenates, because these facilities can
release  relatively large volumes of gasoline (e.g., hundreds of gallons to thousands of gallons), which
can result in localized subsurface impacts with aqueous concentrations in excess of 100,000 parts per
billion (ppb) adjacent to the release source, as well as extensive dissolved plumes at lower
concentrations.  In California, MTBE (associated with gasoline releases throughout the State) is a
frequent and widespread contaminant in shallow groundwater.  Detections of MTBE are reported at 75
percent of sites where fuel hydrocarbons have impacted ground water.  The minimum number of MTBE
point sources from leaking underground storage tank (LUST) sites in California is estimated at greater
than 10,000.  Maximum concentrations at these sites ranged from several ppb to concentrations greater
than 100,000 ppb, indicating a wide range in the magnitude of MTBE impacts at these sites (Table 1).











62 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Underground Storage Tanks, based upon FY 1999 Semi-
Annual Activity Report – First Half (unpublished).



63 National Petroleum News, Market Facts 1998 (Arlington Heights, IL: Adams Business Media, 1998), p.
124. 



64 There is no database that identifies the specific locations of these federally regulated facilities or their
proximity to drinking water supply sources.  See U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Underground
Storage Tanks, “Corrective Action Measures Archive,” http://www.epa.gov/swerust1/cat/camarchv.htm. 



65 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Underground Heating Oil And Motor Fuel Tanks Exempt From
Regulation Under Subtitle I Of The Resource Conservation And Recovery Act (May 1990).
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Table 1. Comparison of Maximum MTBE Ground Water Concentrations Collected by the California
Regional Boards, January 1999



MTBE Concentration
(Parts Per Billion)



Sites Exhibiting Concentration
Level (Percent)



<5 23%



5-50 12%



50-200 11%



200-1,000 17%



1,000-5,000 14%



5,000-20,000 13%



20,000-100,000 7%



>100,000   3%



Note:  Data represent collections from 4,300 sites.



Source:  Happel, Dooher, and Beckenbach, “Methyl Tertiary  Butyl
Ether Impacts to California Groundwater,” presentation at the March
1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting.



There are currently an estimated 825,000 regulated USTs at approximately 400,000 facilities.62  Of the
nation’s approximately 182,000 retail gasoline outlets, the “major” oil companies own about 20 percent,
or about 36,000 facilities.63  On average, each of the nation’s retail outlets have about 3 storage tanks,
thus containing a total of  approximately 550,000 USTs, 66 percent of the national total.  The remainder
of the regulated UST population consists of state or federally owned facilities and nonretail fueling
facilities (e.g., on-site fueling for taxis, rental cars, delivery trucks, etc.).  Over the past 10 years,
approximately 1.3 million Federally regulated USTs have been closed, i.e., removed or properly emptied,
cleaned, and buried in place.64 



There are approximately 3 million underground fuel storage tanks exempt from Federal regulations (e.g.,
certain farm and residential gasoline tanks and home heating oil tanks).65  Large aboveground storage
tanks (ASTs) at refineries and distribution terminals, however, are regulated under both State and Federal
laws, including the Spill Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) regulations of the Oil Pollution Act
(OPA) of 1990.  There are currently over 10,000 facilities with this type of bulk storage of gasoline.  As
compared with USTs, there is no comparable Federal regulatory program for ASTs, and thus current
release statistics for ASTs are not available.  A 1994 American Petroleum Institute (API) survey











66 American Petroleum Institute, A Survey of API Members’ Aboveground Storage Tank Facilities, July 1994.



67 The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)’s Office of Pipeline Safety (OPS) oversees the safety and
environmental regulation of interstate petroleum pipelines.  Petroleum pipelines are also subject to economic
regulation by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC).  



68 Development of the definition and its subsequent application are subject to notice and comment
requirements under Federal rulemaking procedures.  
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estimated that ground water contamination had been identified at approximately 68 percent of marketing
terminals with ASTs, 85 percent of refinery tank fields with ASTs, and 10 percent of transportation
facilities with ASTs.  Of these facilities, over 95 percent were engaged in corrective action under the
guidance of a State or Federal authority.66



C. Pipelines



Excluding intrastate pipelines and small gathering lines associated with crude oil production fields, there
are approximately 160,000 miles of liquids pipelines in the United States.67  These pipelines transport
approximately 12.5 billion barrels of crude oil and refined products annually.  Over a recent six-year
period (1993 to 1998), an average of 197 spills occurred annually, with an average volume from all spills
totaling 140,000 barrels per year.  Of the volume spilled during this period, crude oil accounted for 44
percent, whereas refined petroleum products (e.g., gasoline, home heating oil, jet fuel) accounted for 31
percent.   Although the specific volume of gasoline spilled cannot be readily identified, gasoline
represents the largest volume of refined products transported.  Additionally, there are little or no data on
the extent of MTBE releases from pipelines.



In California, pipeline release data are currently being compiled by the Office of the State Fire Marshal,
which regulates approximately 8,500 miles of pipelines.  Since 1981, there have been approximately 300
pipeline releases within the State Fire Marshal’s Jurisdiction.  



The pipeline industry is working with pipeline regulators and environmental trustee agencies to develop a
definition of areas that may be unusually sensitive to environmental damage from pipeline leaks to be
used in conducting future risk assessments along pipeline rights-of-way.  Included under the draft
definition are areas with drinking water resources, which are based on EPA’s standards for defining both
surface and subsurface drinking water supplies.  Once work is completed both on drinking water and
biological resources that may be unusually sensitive to environmental damage, OPS will make
information available for pipeline operators to use in conducting risk assessments along pipeline rights-
of-way.  The Office of Pipeline Safety may also require increased pipeline integrity standards to prevent
releases in unusually sensitive areas.68  



In California, the locations of fuel pipelines and drinking water wells are being integrated into a
geographic information system (GIS), which is discussed in greater detail in Section V of this Issue
Summary.  The State Fire Marshal Office is required at least once every two years to determine the
identity of each pipeline or pipeline segment that transports petroleum products within 1,000 feet of a
public drinking water well.  Furthermore, these pipelines’ operators must be notified to prepare a pipeline
wellhead protection plan for the State Fire Marshal's approval.



D. Small Releases











69 State of Maine Bureau of Health, Department of Human Services, Bureau of Waste Management &
Remediation, Department of Environmental Protection, Maine Geological Survey, and Department of Conservation, 
Maine MTBE Drinking Water Study, The Presence of MTBE and Other Gasoline Compounds in Maine's Drinking
Water--Preliminary Report, 1998.



70 G.A. Robbins et al., “Evidence for MTBE in Heating Oil,” Ground Water and Remediation, Spring 1999,
pp. 65-68.



71 M.S. Dale et al., “MTBE -- Occurrence and Fate in Source-Water Supplies,” in American Chemical Society
Division of Environmental Chemistry preprints of papers, 213th, San Francisco, CA:  American Chemical Society,
v. 37, no. 1, 1997, pp. 376-377; J.E. Reuter et al., “Concentrations, Sources, and Fate of the Gasoline Oxygenate
Methyl Tert-Butyl Ether (MTBE) in a Multiple-Use Lake,” Environmental Science & Technology, 1998, v. 32, mo.
23, pp. 3666-3672.



72 J.E. Reuter et al., “Concentrations, Sources, and Fate of the Gasoline Oxygenate Methyl Tert-Butyl Ether
(MTBE) in a Multiple-Use Lake,” Environmental Science & Technology, 1998, v. 32, mo. 23, pp. 3666-3672.
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Small releases from automobile accidents, consumer disposal of “old” gasoline, or other backyard spills
during fueling operations have been identified by officials in Maine as sources of contamination of
private drinking water wells.  For example, in a 1998 study of over 900 private household drinking water
wells in Maine, approximately 16 percent had detectable MTBE concentrations, and about 1 percent
contained concentrations exceeding the State of Maine's 35 ppb drinking water standard.69  In one
incident in Maine, about 7 to 12 gallons of gasoline spilled during a car accident contaminating 24
nearby private wells installed in a bedrock aquifer.  Eleven of the wells had MTBE concentrations in
excess of 35 ppb.  Following the excavation of the contaminated soil, well monitoring at this site has
indicated that MTBE levels are decreasing rapidly in all wells.  Similarly, home heating oil storage tanks
have also been identified as potential sources of MTBE contamination, as MTBE might be present from
mixing the heating oil with small volumes of gasoline in the bulk fuel distribution or tank truck delivery
systems.70



E. Watercraft



Gasoline-powered watercraft have contributed to the contamination of lakes and reservoirs with MTBE.  
These impacts are primarily attributed to exhaust discharges from two-stroke engines, which are the most
commonly used engine type in such watercraft.  The two-stroke engines discharge in their exhaust up to
30 percent of each gallon of gasoline as unburned hydrocarbons.  In two recent studies examining MTBE
contamination at lakes at which reformulated gasoline (RFG) with MTBE was used, concentrations of
MTBE in substantial portions of the lakes’ volume ranged from 10 ppb to 30 ppb after peak periods of
recreational watercraft usage.71  After the boating season ended, these concentrations decreased fairly
rapidly (half-life of approximately 14 days) to low background levels (approximately 1 ppb to 2 ppb or
less).  Volatilization is considered the dominant mechanism for this removal process.72 



F. Stormwater Runoff



Stormwater runoff is considered a nonpoint source of MTBE contamination.  Runoff becomes
contaminated with MTBE from both the dissolution of residual MTBE from parking lots (e.g., service











73 G.C. Delzer et al., Occurrence of the Gasoline Oxygenate MTBE and BTEX Compounds in Urban
Stormwater in the United States, 1991-95,  U.S. Geological Survey Water Resources Investigation Report WRIR
96-4145,1996.



74 A.L. Baehr, P.E. Stackelberg, and R.J. Baker, “Evaluation of the Atmosphere as a Source of  Volatile
Organic Compounds in Shallow Ground Water,” Water Resources Research, Jan. 1999, v. 35, no. 1, pp. 127-136; 
T.J. Lopes and D.A. Bender, “Nonpoint Sources of Volatile Organic Compounds in Urban Areas -- Relative
Importance of Urban Land Surfaces and Air,” Environmental Pollution, 1998, v. 101, pp. 221-230.



75 Santa Clara Valley Water District Groundwater Vulnerability Pilot Study, “Investigation of MTBE
Occurrence Associated with Operating UST Systems,” July 22, 1999.  http://www.scvwd.dst.ca.us/wtrqual/
factmtbe.htm.
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stations and retail businesses) and roadways and from “atmospheric washout.”73  MTBE contamination
from atmospheric washout is thought to be small compared to that from paved surfaces.74  The United
States Geological Survey (USGS) has characterized MTBE concentrations in runoff in many areas and
has typically found such contamination to be lower than 2 ppb.  Stormwater is discharged both to surface
water and to ground water, and thus serves as a source of very low-level MTBE contamination of these
potential drinking water sources.



III. Release Prevention and Detection



A. Prevention  



Since the passage of Federal UST legislation in 1984, improved release prevention practices (e.g.,
corrosion protection, and compatibility between the tank’s construction materials and its contents) has
been required for all new USTs.  Following a 10-year phase-in period from the promulgation of EPA
regulations in 1988, as of December 1998, all regulated USTs are required to be protected from
corrosion, small spills, and overfills, and must also have release detection equipment and procedures in
place.  Many States have additional and more stringent standards.  These regulations are intended to
prevent releases, and should a release occur, to detect it promptly in order to minimize ground water
impacts.  Presently, it is not possible to demonstrate the effectiveness of individual States’ UST upgrade
programs or the Federal upgrade program in preventing releases of gasoline from dispensing/storage
facilities. 



Even after tank systems (tanks and piping) are in full compliance with the 1998 regulations, however,
some releases are expected to occur as a result of improper installation or upgrading, improper operation
and maintenance, and accidents.  Many of these releases may not be detected as intended due to the
inherent limitations of release detection technologies. 



Anecdotal reports from California, Maine, and Delaware indicate that upgraded USTs continue to have
releases.  Efforts are underway by the EPA and in California to evaluate new and upgraded UST systems
to determine which factors may contribute to such releases.  In California, for example, the Santa Clara
Valley Water District has completed a study evaluating release prevention and detection performance at
approximately 30 upgraded facilities.75  The California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) is
planning to begin a similar study in 1999.  Further studies will likely be required in order to investigate a
representative sampling of the UST population.  











76 U.S.  Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Underground Storage Tanks, estimate based upon data
submitted by States on February 28, 1999 and April 30, 1999 (unpublished).



77 Ellen Frye, “When Push Comes to Shove,” LUSTLine, September 1998.



78 Juan Sexton, Kansas State Department of Health & Environment, paper presented at the 10th Annual
UST/LUST National Conference (Long Beach, CA, March 30, 1999); Wayne Geyer, “Above the Ground but not
the Law: ASTs on the Rise, Regulators in Hot Pursuit,” Petroleum Equipment and Technology, July 1999.



79 For example, under one option, a 0.2 gallon per hour release could go undetected in up to 5 percent of all
cases (i.e., it is detected in 95 of 100 instances) and unreported by compliant systems (in a worst case scenario). 
The same technology should not have greater than a 5 percent occurrence of false alarms.  Other types of leak
detection may have lower or higher thresholds and still meet the EPA guidelines. A 0.2 gallon/hour release would
result in a release of 1,752 gallons if undetected for one year, and could go undetected for several years.
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Based on reports received to date from the States, EPA estimates that approximately 80 percent of the
regulated universe of UST systems currently meet the December 1998 requirements.76  By the end of
2000, EPA expects at least 90 percent of the regulated tanks will be in compliance, leaving
approximately 80,000 tanks that have not been upgraded.  States’ UST programs are primarily
responsible for implementing and enforcing UST regulations.  In augmenting and assisting States’
activities,  EPA provides outreach, helps States train UST inspectors, and fosters the exchange of
information among States regarding effective means of securing compliance.  Upon a State’s request, or
acting independently when necessary, EPA will also take direct action to enforce the regulations.  



Approximately 20 States now prohibit deliveries to UST systems that are not fully compliant with the
December 1998 regulations, and several major gasoline suppliers have stopped fuel delivery to
non-compliant tanks. These actions, along with the traditional enforcement actions taken by EPA and
States, have contributed to higher compliance rates.77  



The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the States also require that USTs that do not meet the
technical standards are properly closed with thorough site assessments for potential releases.  Through
December 29, 1999, non-compliant USTs can be temporarily closed, but must be permanently closed,
and any releases identified and remediated, thereafter if not brought into compliance. 



Currently, there is an apparent trend toward using small ASTs (i.e., fewer than 20,000 gallons) to replace
regulated USTs.78  These ASTs are generally not subject to the same release prevention and detection
requirements as USTs.  Releases from ASTs may also result in MTBE contamination, and so it may be
necessary to evaluate the performance of such systems. 



B. Detection



Existing regulations require the use of release detection techniques that meet specific performance
criteria.  Internal (e.g., automatic tank gauges) or external (e.g., ground water monitoring) approaches
may be used in meeting these criteria.  Although these regulations do not allow any detected releases to
go unreported, the regulations do permit several options of varying degrees of sensitivity in the detection
of a release, which can result in smaller releases going undetected for an extended period of time.79  The
regulations, promulgated in 1988, were considered adequate and “best available technology” for typical
gasoline (and other fuels) formulations at the time because hydrocarbon plumes are generally self-
limiting (primarily due to intrinsic bioremediation) and thus small releases or slow chronic releases that











80 The use of oxygenates in gasoline was well established by the mid-1980's.



81 Thomas M. Young and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Field Evaluation of Leak Detection
Performance, National Leak Detection Performance Study, 1999.



82 Kevin Couch and Thomas M. Young, “Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (USTs) as Point Sources of
MTBE to Groundwater and Related MTBE-UST Compatibility Issues,” in University of California and UC Toxic
Substances Research & Teaching Program, Health and Environmental Assessment of MTBE, Volume IV, 1998. 
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remain undetected have typically not resulted in drinking water impacts.  The regulations did not address
the use of oxygenates although they were used as octane enhancers at this time, albeit at generally lower
levels than in RFG and oxyfuel.80 



Changing existing UST release detection regulations to address the use of oxygenates in gasoline will
require EPA to analyze the risks, costs, and benefits of any regulatory changes.  In the past, changing
such a regulation has taken three to five years.  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has initiated a
field verification study of UST release detection performance and expects initial results in early 2000.81



IV. Underground Storage Tanks



A. Materials Compatibility



The use of oxygenates in gasoline in the conventional gasoline supply was well established in the mid-
1980's when EPA began formulating the current Federal UST regulations (1998), which formally
identified and addressed compatibility issues.  The regulations noted that standard specifications for steel
and fiberglass tank system materials had been established to provide for compatibility with
gasoline/oxygenate mixtures containing up to 15 percent by volume MTBE, 10 percent by volume
ethanol, and 5 percent by volume methanol.  Industry standards for materials compatibility have been in
place since 1986.  



A recent evaluation concluded that there are no known studies indicating that any significant
deterioration will occur in metal or fiberglass UST systems as a result of concentrations of MTBE or
other oxygenates in gasoline.82  The same study indicated, however, that given the lack of existing “real
world” characterizations of the long-term performance of typical UST system materials, further
independent quantitative evaluation may be warranted, particularly with regard to potential metallic
corrosion, fiberglass permeability, and the elastomer integrity of gaskets and seals.  Because tank and
piping materials may be in contact both with gasoline vapors and water containing high concentrations of
dissolved gasoline components, compatibility with the vapor or aqueous phase of oxygenated gasolines
may also merit study, especially if there is potential for the substantial enrichment of oxygenates in either
phase.  



B. Training, Education, and Certification



It has long been recognized that UST releases can be caused by the failure to adequately perform certain
standard installation and daily operational and maintenance practices.  Despite existing regulations that
address many of these practices, owners, contractors, and employees may not routinely exercise
appropriate care in performing these activities.  The most frequently identified problem areas include











83 California State Water Resources Control Board, “Are Leak Detection Methods Effective In Finding Leaks
In Underground Storage Tank Systems? (Leaking Site Survey Report)” January 1998.
Http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/~cwphome/ust/leak_reports/Index.htm.



84 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Water, State Source Water Assessment and Protection
Programs Guidance, EPA 816-F-97-004, August 1997, www.epa.gov/OGWDW/swp/fs-swpg.html.
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installation, fuel delivery and procedures, and routine maintenance of dispensers and release detection
equipment.83



Federal UST law contains neither any requirement nor any authority for the certification of owners,
operators, inspectors, or contractors.  In practice, most Federal, State, and local inspectors are well
trained, and many UST owners require training for their employees.  There is often considerable turnover
of facility employees in State and local programs, however, and constant training is required.  A few
States have third party inspection programs requiring that facility owners hire a certified inspector to
document a facility’s state of compliance, although there is anecdotal evidence that these programs are
not followed.



States have taken the impetus in certification and similar programs.  For example, half of the States have
programs for licensing or certifying contractors who install, repair, and remove USTs.  A smaller
percentage of States (perhaps 25 percent) require certification or licensing of tank testers -- primarily for
those who perform release detection tests.  Finally, even a smaller percentage of States, probably around
20 percent, have registration or certification programs for remediation contractors.  As these estimates
indicate, further progress could be made in establishing such programs in additional States. 



V. Protection of Drinking Water Sources and Water Quality Management 



A. Federal Efforts



Section 1453 of the 1996 Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), as amended in 1996, requires all States to
complete assessments of their public drinking water supplies.  By 2003, each State and participating
Tribe must delineate the boundaries of areas in the State (or on Tribal lands) that supply water for each
public drinking water system; identify significant potential sources of contamination; and determine each
system’s susceptibility to sources of contamination.  The assessments will synthesize existing
information about the sources of drinking water supplies in order to provide a national baseline of the
potential contaminant threats and to guide future watershed restoration and protection.   



The assessment of drinking water sources is only one part of protecting underground drinking water
sources.84  The Wellhead Protection Program, which was established under the 1986 SDWA
amendments, goes beyond assessment to add additional requirements for prevention within wellhead
protection areas, and to establish contingency plans in the case of a release.  Wellhead protection
programs are currently in place in 49 States and territories.  Over 125,000 public drinking water systems
have community-level wellhead protection measures in place or under development.



To further identify those areas that may be impacted by MTBE and other contaminants associated with
gasoline, EPA is reviewing all State assessment program submittals to ensure that each program
inventories gasoline service stations, marinas, USTs, and gasoline pipelines in drinking water source











85 The GeoTracker report was a pilot study that addressed the Santa Clara Valley and Santa Monica water
districts - not the entire state.  However, the GeoTracker approach is expected to be used to get information for the
rest of the state compiled.  For more information about this GIS, refer to http://geotracker.llnl.gov/.
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protection areas.  This will provide an opportunity to collect locational data for water sources and
contaminant sites as part of the State Source Water Assessment Programs.  Here, the challenge will be
threefold:  (1) to collect information useful to multiple stakeholders; (2) to maintain, update, and improve
the data over time; and (3) most importantly, to make this information easily accessible among agencies 



The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is also revising its current Unregulated Contaminant
Monitoring Rule.  The revised rule, scheduled to take effect in January 2001, will require large water
systems (serving more than 10,000 persons) and a representative sampling of small and medium-sized
water systems (serving fewer than 10,000 persons) to monitor and report MTBE detections, a procedure
that should not add substantially to monitoring costs due to the inclusion of MTBE analysis within
analytical tests used for monitoring of other VOCs.  Although this will substantially increase the
monitoring for MTBE, under this regulation, the majority of public groundwater supply wells will still
not be monitored for MTBE.  For example, if this regulation were to be enacted today, in California,
MTBE monitoring and reporting would be required for all 3,094 active wells (within water systems
serving more than 10,000 persons) and a representative sample of the other 7,160 active wells (within
water systems serving fewer than 10,000 persons), resulting in fewer than half of the total number of
active wells being monitored.



B. State Efforts



Under California legislation enacted in 1997, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) is
required to implement a statewide GIS to manage the risk of MTBE contamination to public ground
water supplies.  In the short-term (by July 1999), this project seeks (1) to identify all underground storage
tanks and all known releases of motor vehicle fuel from underground storage tanks that are within 1,000
feet of a drinking water well; and (2) to identify public wells within 1,000 feet of a petroleum product
pipeline.85  



This GIS displays and reports detailed information for both tank release sites and drinking water sources. 
Most importantly, the system streamlines the integration of data from multiple agencies, i.e., the system
integrates data for both contaminant sites and drinking water sources.  This GIS will be used by a variety
of State agencies to better protect public drinking water wells and aquifers reasonably expected to be
used as drinking water from both motor vehicle fuel sources, including underground storage tanks
(operating sites and closed sites with existing contamination), and petroleum pipelines.  Public access via
the Internet will serve to overcome current limitations on obtaining and sharing data among multiple
regulatory agencies, water purveyors, the petroleum industry, and other stakeholders.  Furthermore, the
system gives all stakeholders access to on-line data analysis tools that can be used to estimate
vulnerability.



Other States are also developing and implementing GIS capabilities, although not as comprehensively as
California’s program.











86 This discussion refers specifically to the treatment of ground waters or surface waters intended for
distribution to consumers or to private well owners; remediation of ground water associated with contaminant sites
is addressed in the following section.



87 J.P. Malley, Jr., P.A. Eliason, and J.L. Wagler, “Point-of-Entry Treatment of Petroleum Contaminated Water
Supplies,” Water Environment Research, 1993, v. 65, no. 2, pp. 119-128.
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VI. Treatment of Impacted Drinking Water 86



When drinking water supplies become contaminated with MTBE, water suppliers must take steps to treat
the water so as to restore it to potable condition.  The MTBE Research Partnership, which includes the
Association of California Water Agencies, the Western States Petroleum Association (WSPA), and the
Oxygenated Fuels Association (OFA), recently published Treatment Technologies For Removal of MTBE
From Drinking Water, a report reviewing and analyzing the costs of three water treatment technologies: 
air stripping; activated carbon; and advanced oxidation.



• Treatment of extracted air and water effluents is typically accomplished using air stripping, a
process in which contaminated water flows down a column filled with packing material while
upward-flowing air volatilizes the contaminant from the water.  Although highly effective for
benzene, it is less effective and somewhat more costly for MTBE (e.g., 95 percent and higher
removal efficiency for benzene vs. 90 percent and higher for MTBE).  Commonly, air stripped
effluent is “polished” to lower contaminant levels by subsequent treatment with activated carbon. 



& Activated carbon, or carbon adsorption, is also widely employed to remove low levels of organic
compounds from water by pumping it through a bed of activated carbon.  Additionally, many
individual homeowners use small carbon canisters to remove a variety of contaminants, including
MTBE, from impacted private wells.  Again, this process is highly effective for benzene, but
much less so for MTBE, which requires greater volumes of carbon per unit mass of MTBE
removed, and thus is significantly more expensive and less effective than benzene removal.  



& Advanced oxidation technologies use appropriate combinations of ultraviolet light, chemical
oxidants, and catalysts to transform contaminants.  Oxidation technologies have been 
demonstrated to oxidize a wide range of organic chemicals, including MTBE.  These same
technologies, especially air stripping and granular activated carbon (GAC), have been employed
successfully for use at individual homes with impacted drinking water wells.87



The costs associated with these types of treatment for drinking water are summarized in Figure 1.











88 National Toxicology Program, Summary of Data For Chemical Selection:  Methyl Tert-Butyl Ether,
http://ntp-db.niehs.nih.gov/NTP_Reports/NTP_Chem_H&S/NTP_MSDS/HS_1634-04-4.txt



89 J.P. Salanitro et al., “Perspectives on MTBE Biodegradation and the Potential for in situ Aquifer
Bioremediation,” proceedings of the National Ground Water Association’s Southwest Focused Ground Water
Conference:  Discussing the Issue of MTBE and Perchlorate in Ground Water (Anaheim, CA, June 3-4, 1998), pp.
40-54. 
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Figure 1



Source:  MTBE Research Partnership (Western States Petroleum Association, Association of California
Water Agencies, and Oxygenated Fuels Association), Treatment Technologies for Removal of Methyl
Tertiary Butyl Ether (MTBE) from Drinking Water -- Air Stripping, Advanced Oxidation Process (AOP),
and Granular Activated Carbon (GAC), Executive Summary, Sacramento, CA, December 1998.



Tertiary butyl alcohol (TBA) is another oxygenate that has been found at oxygenated gasoline release
sites.  Because TBA is a byproduct of some MTBE production processes, TBA is found in some fuel-
grade MTBE.88   TBA is also a metabolite of the biodegradation of MTBE.89  Because TBA is infinitely
soluble in water, use of air stripping and activated carbon treatment methods are even more limited than
for treatment of MTBE.  TBA’s treatment by advanced oxidation may generate compounds potentially of
health and environmental concern.  The presence of TBA will further limit the usefulness of the above
described technologies and increase treatment costs. 











90 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Research and Development, Pump-and-Treat Ground-
Water Remediation:  A Guide for Decision Makers and Practitioners, EPA/625/R-95/005, 1996.
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VII. Remediation



A. MTBE



1. Risk Based Corrective Action



The following discussion focuses on the remediation of UST releases, as they are the predominant source
of higher levels of MTBE contamination and potential drinking water supply impacts.  Releases from
other point sources of gasoline (e.g., ASTs and pipelines), however, would be managed in a similar
fashion. 



Regulatory policies have evolved during the last decade toward the increasing use of risk-based
corrective action (RBCA) programs.  These programs serve as a means through which the management
of petroleum releases is prioritized so that time and resources can be directed to those sites most likely to
impact public or environmental health and safety.  These changes in policies and practices are the result
of conclusive demonstrations of existing and innovative technologies’ limits in achieving complete
remediation of impacted ground water systems.90  The complex properties and interactions of gasoline
and hydrogeologic systems have been found to be substantial barriers to the effective removal of motor
fuel hydrocarbon masses released to ground water.  The ascendancy of RBCA programs paralleled and
was assisted by an increased understanding of the role of natural attenuation and intrinsic bioremediation
in limiting the migration of dissolved hydrocarbon plumes.  As a result, corrective action for many sites
now focuses first on removing any readily mobile hydrocarbon mass at the source, and then on managing
the dissolved plume using intrinsic bioremediation.  Because MTBE is generally recalcitrant, the
presence of MTBE is expected to limit the utilization of intrinsic bioremediation as a remediation option. 
Although other natural attenuation processes may be used as deemed appropriate. 



The American Society for Testing and Material’s (ASTM) E 1739-95 Standard Guide for Risk Based
Corrective Action, developed during the early 1990's, forms the basis for most State risk-based programs. 
This RBCA guidance focuses on setting remedial goals based on health risks.  MTBE also presents
aesthetic (i.e., taste and odor) problems at relatively low levels, which is currently not addressed by
ASTM RBCA.  Alternative RBCA guidance would need to be developed to adequately address aesthetic
concerns.  



Methyl tertiary butyl ether is included in this guide as a compound of concern when evaluating impacts
from gasoline releases.  The use of a risk-based framework places the emphasis on decisions that balance
cost, resource value, and risk to human health and the environment.  Risk-based approaches seek to
implement management strategies that shift the focus of cleanup away from broadly defined cleanup
goals, which have been demonstrated to be technologically infeasible, and instead focus on a more
site-specific elimination or reduction of risk.  It should be noted, however, that RBCA focuses on health
risks, and because MTBE has also been shown to present aesthetic (i.e., taste and odor) problems at
relatively low levels, alternative RBCA guidance may need to be developed to adequately address those
types of environmental concerns. 











91 The compounds benzene, toluene, ethyl benzene, and xylene are commonly known as “BTEX.”



92 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Research and Development and Office of Solid Waste &
Emergency Response, Light Nonaqueous Phase Liquids, EPA Ground Water Issue Paper # EPA/540/S-95/500,
1995.



93 Daniel N. Creek and J. Davidson, “The Performance and Cost of MTBE Remediation,” National Ground
Water Association, 1998 Petroleum Hydrocarbons and Organic Chemicals in Ground Water, pp. 560-569;



Tom Peagrin, “Empirical Study of MTBE Benzene and Xylene Groundwater Remediation Rates,” National
Ground Water Association, 1998 Petroleum Hydrocarbons and Organic Chemicals in Ground Water, pp.551-559.
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During the last several years, it has become an accepted practice at UST release sites to carefully
evaluate the potential for intrinsic remediation (i.e., bioremediation of the contaminant primarily by the
microbial population naturally present in the subsurface), and then to determine whether there is a need
for active remediation.  The presence of MTBE can complicate the utilization of intrinsic remediation, as
although the BTEX91 plume may be shown to be contained satisfactorily, adequately demonstrating
stability and/or containment of an MTBE plume may be much more difficult.  Methyl tertiary butyl ether
is generally recalcitrant, and therefore intrinsic remediation will typically not be a feasible option. 



Source control (i.e., removal of contaminant mass near the source of the release) is frequently employed
to reduce long-term impacts to ground water and drinking water in situations where intrinsic remediation
is not viable.  After a release, non-aqueous phase liquid (NAPL) is likely to be present in the vadose
zone, capillary fringe, and ground water.   The NAPL (e.g., gasoline) will act as a long-term source of
dissolved contaminants.  Where practical, delineation and removal of NAPL are critical for complete
restoration of an impacted aquifer.92  In areas with shallow ground water, excavation of the NAPL-
contaminated source area (down to and below the water table) can be an effective remediation approach. 
This technique is less effective at sites with extensive areal contamination, subsurface structures, or
deeper water tables.  The excavation and disposal of large volumes of contaminated soil or aquifer
sediments have also been discouraged at many sites, in part because of limited solid waste treatment and
disposal facilities.



2. Conventional and Innovative Technologies



Although the conventional and innovative technologies used for ground water remediation of
nonoxygenated gasoline releases are also applicable for MTBE remediation, their relative effectiveness
and costs may vary depending on site-specific conditions.93  A remediation system typically employs air-
or water-based approaches for removing contaminants from the subsurface, and one or more treatment
technologies for removing the contaminant from those aqueous or vapor phase effluents.   Alternatively,
in-situ techniques can be used to treat or destroy contaminants without bringing them above the surface. 
The applications of these technologies for MTBE and benzene are briefly compared below.



• Pump and treat is a mature, well-understood technology that pumps ground water
to the surface for subsequent treatment and discharge.  Because of the relatively
low solubility of benzene, this technique is more effective as a benzene plume
migration control technology than for mass removal.  MTBE’s high solubility
and low soil sorption should enable MTBE to be more readily extracted from an
aquifer than benzene.  As with all pump and treat, the effluent will have to be
treated with technologies such as air stripping, advanced oxidation, GAC, or
bioreactor.           











94 R.C. Borden et al., “Intrinsic Biodegradation of MTBE and BTEX in a Gasoline-Contaminated Aquifer,”
Water Resources Research, 1997, v. 33, no. 5, pp. 1105-1115; A..M. Happel, B. Dooher, and E.H. Beckenbach,
“Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (MTBE) Impacts to California Groundwater,” presentation at MTBE Blue Ribbon
Panel meeting (March 1999); A.M. Happel et al., Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. An Evaluation of
MTBE Impacts to California Groundwater Resources, UCRL-AR-130897, p.68 (June 1998); J.E. Landmeyer et al.,
“Fate of MTBE Relative to Benzene in a Gasoline-Contaminated Aquifer (1993-98),” Ground Water Monitoring &
Remediation, Fall 1998, pp.93-102; Mario Schirmer and J.F. Barker, “A Study of Long-Term MTBE Attenuation in
the Borden Aquifer, Ontario, Canada,” Ground Water Monitoring & Remediation, Spring 1998, pp. 113-122; Reid,
J.B., et al., “A Comparative Assessment of the Long-Term Behavior of MTBE and Benzene Plumes in Florida,” pp.
97-102 Natural Attenuation of Chlorinated Solvents, Petroleum Hydrocarbon and Other Organic Compounds
(1999); Hurt, K.L., et. al., “Anaerobic Biodegradation of MTBE in a Contaminated Aquifer..,” pp. 103-108, Natural
Attenuation of Chlorinated Solvents, Petroleum Hydrocarbon and Other Organic Compounds (1999); Bradley,
P.M., et.al., Aerobic Mineralization of MTBE and tert-Butyl Alcohol by Stream-bed Sediment Microorganisms:
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• Soil vapor extraction (SVE) pulls air through the soil to volatilize contaminants. 
Because MTBE does not adsorb strongly to soils and has a higher vapor pressure
than benzene, MTBE will readily volatilize from gasoline in soils.  When MTBE
is dissolved in soil moisture, however, SVE will not remove MTBE, which is
highly soluble.



• Air sparging injects air below the water table to volatilize contaminants from
ground water.  Compared with BTEX, a much larger flow of air is required to
volatilize a similar mass of MTBE.  This addition of air/oxygen also enhances
biodegradation of contaminants that are aerobically degraded by native
microorganisms.  Although air sparging will readily enhance the biodegradation
of benzene, studies to date have shown MTBE to be relatively recalcitrant to
biodegradation by native populations of microbes in the subsurface.   Therefore,
although air sparging is known to be an effective technology for remediating
benzene (increases volatilization and biodegradation), it is expected to be less
effective and more costly for MTBE remediation (i.e., dissolved phase does not
volatilize and may be relatively recalcitrant to native biodegradation).  Air
sparging is frequently teamed with SVE to capture the volatilized compounds.



• Dual phase extraction involves vapor extraction and ground water extraction in
the same well.  This technique is likely to be most effective in situations in
which the water table can be lowered, allowing for a larger area of influence for
the vapor extraction system.  As discussed above, when MTBE is dissolved in
soil moisture, vapor extraction will not effectively remove MTBE, which is
highly soluble.  Therefore, this technique is most effective for volatilizing
MTBE from gasoline.  



• Bioremediation of MTBE contamination is an increasingly active area of
research.  The biodegradability of MTBE is considered to be much slower
relative to the abundant natural bioremediation of other gasoline constituents in
the subsurface (e.g., benzene), and MTBE generally has been recalcitrant or
limited relative to benzene biodegradation in field samples, although there is
some field evidence to the contrary.94  Recent lab and field studies have











94 (...continued)
Envtl. Sci. Tech., v. 33 no. 11, pp. 1877-1897 (1999).



95 Depending on the precise circumstances, these costs can range from moderately higher than BTEX-related
costs to significantly higher.  



96 These levels are addressed in the permits issued by the appropriate regulatory authorities for these
discharges.
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indicated that biodegradation processes can be accelerated by augmenting the
subsurface environment or microbial population (e.g., by the addition of oxygen,
microbes, nutrients, or hydrocarbons that stimulate MTBE cometabolism). 



• In-situ oxidation relies on the capacity of certain chemical mixtures (e.g.,
hydrogen peroxide combined with iron) to rapidly oxidize organic molecules
such as MTBE in water.  Because MTBE oxidizes rapidly, it will be removed
during the course of routine water treatment by this technique.  Although current
use of this technology is limited, when subsurface conditions and contaminant
distribution are favorable, it has been demonstrated to effectively remove both
MTBE and conventional gasoline components. 



3. Treatment of Remediation Effluent 



Treatment of the air and water effluents extracted from the above processes is typically accomplished
using the same processes described previously for drinking water treatment (air stripping, activated
carbon, and oxidation).  Again, these processes are highly effective for benzene, but less so for MTBE. 
The costs associated with the treatment of effluents with MTBE are thus likely to be somewhat higher
than for BTEX.95  Catalytic or thermal oxidation technologies are also commonly used for air phase
effluents, and MTBE again poses a more difficult and costly problem than benzene.  Fluidized
bioreactors are less commonly employed, as they require somewhat more complex operation and
maintenance.  They typically use activated carbon to support microbial growth so that contaminants are
adsorbed onto the carbon and destroyed by resident microbes as the contaminants pass through the unit. 
This technology is somewhat more elaborate than air stripping and carbon adsorption, but may grow in
acceptability if reliable MTBE treatment can be documented.  In general, MTBE-BTEX effluents will be
more costly to treat and discharge than BTEX alone.  Synthetic Resin Adsorbents, which exhibit a much
higher adsorbent capacity for MTBE relative to activated carbon, are currently available.  With additional
research, they may become a viable cost effective treatment.



4. Incremental Costs for MTBE  Remediation



A certain level of remediation activity/corrective action is required for almost every release of gasoline,
with or without oxygenates.  Evaluation of the incremental remediation costs of MTBE contamination is
a difficult task because of the numerous site-specific variables to address.  Four key variables include (1)
the cleanup target established for the site; (2) allowable MTBE discharge levels in the water and vapor
effluents generated during the remediation process;96 (3) the size of the dissolved plume; and (4) the
potential for using natural attenuation as the treatment technology.











97 Robert Hitzig, Paul Kostecki, and Denise Leonard, “Study Reports LUST Programs are Feeling Effects of
MTBE Releases,” Soil & Groundwater Cleanup, August-September 1998, pp. 15-19. 



98 The UC Study, Health and Environmental Assessment of MTBE, evaluated costs of remediation of MTBE
sites in California based on industry, regulatory data and studies of MTBE impacts to groundwater in California. 
Overall, this study concluded that on average MTBE contaminated sites may be 1.4 times more costly to remediate
than conventional gasoline sites. 



99 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Draft Memorandum from Timothy Fields, Jr., Acting Assistant
Administrator, Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response, “Use of Monitored Natural Attenuation at
Superfund, RCRA Corrective Action, and Underground Storage Tank Sites,” June 9, 1997.
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Clearly, it will be more expensive to reach an MTBE ground water cleanup goal of 15 ppb than a goal of
40 ppb or higher.  Similarly, the related effluent treatment costs will be much higher if permitted water
discharge levels are 35 ppb as opposed to 500 ppb, and daily volatile organic compounds (VOC)
discharges to the atmosphere are limited to 2 pounds compared with 50 pounds.  As there are no national
standards for MTBE, it is not possible to estimate these incremental costs.  



The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has surveyed UST program managers to obtain some initial
estimate of increases in remediation cost.97  Although the survey data have a high degree of uncertainty
and should be viewed as preliminary, the EPA survey estimated that perhaps 75 percent of MTBE-
impacted UST sites would have remediation costs less than 150 percent of the cost of typical BTEX sites,
and that many MTBE sites might have no additional cost.  The Leaking Underground Storage Tank
(LUST) program managers estimated that the remaining 25 percent of sites would cost greater than 150
percent of representative BTEX sites, with perhaps 5 percent costing in excess of 200 percent more than
typical BTEX sites.  The UC study, Health and Environmental Assessment of MTBE, evaluated costs of
remediation of MTBE sites in California based on industry, regulatory data and studies of MTBE impacts
to groundwater in California.  Overall, this study concluded that on average MTBE contaminated sites
may be 140 percent of the cost of remediating conventional gasoline sites.98    



Remediating MTBE plumes can be roughly comparable to the cost of conventional BTEX treatment for
equivalent plume sizes, assuming the permitted MTBE effluent treatment and discharge levels allow
standard air stripping and carbon adsorption approaches to be used.  However, because an MTBE plume
is more likely to become larger than typical benzene plumes when release detection is delayed, if
dissolved MTBE source zone concentrations are much higher than BTEX (as they might be from a
release of an RFG), or if stringent MTBE effluent discharge levels are applied,  remediation costs are
expected to increase proportionately.  Absent active remediation or sufficient intrinsic bioremediation to
prevent further migration, MTBE plumes are expected to extend further, perhaps by a large extent, than
the companion benzene plumes.



This potential difference between benzene and MTBE plume lengths may influence remediation costs in
another way.  Monitored natural attenuation (MNA) is a widely accepted, cost effective approach to
managing benzene plumes.99  If MTBE plumes are expected to migrate further because of higher source
area dissolved concentrations and exhibit limited biodegradation as compared to benzene, then fewer
sites may be able to use MNA as an acceptable remediation option (i.e., active remediation would be
required, thus increasing cleanup costs).  Only a limited number of field studies have been conducted to











100 R.C. Borden et al., “Intrinsic Biodegradation of MTBE and BTEX in a Gasoline-Contaminated Aquifer,”
Water Resources Research, 1997, v. 33, no. 5, pp. 1105-1115; J.E. Landmeyer et al., “Fate of MTBE Relative to
Benzene in a Gasoline-Contaminated Aquifer (1993-98),” Ground Water Monitoring & Remediation, Fall 1998,
pp.93-102; Mario Schirmer and J.F. Barker, “A Study of Long-Term MTBE Attenuation in the Borden Aquifer,
Ontario, Canada,” Ground Water Monitoring & Remediation, Spring 1998, pp. 113-122.



101 Arturo Keller, Ph.D., et.al., Executive Summary, Recommendations, Summary, “Health and Environmental
Assessment of MTBE,” 1999.



102 Malcome Pirnie, Inc.,  Evaluation of the Fate and Transport of Ethanol in the Environment, (Oakland, CA: 
Malcome Pirnie, Inc.), 1998;  H.X., Corseuil et al., “The Influence of the Gasoline Oxygenate Ethanol on Aerobic
and Anaerobic BTX Biodegradation,” Wat. Res., 1998, 32, 2065-2072.;  C.S. Hunt et al., “Effect of Ethanol on
Aerobic BTX Degradation Papers from the Fourth International In Situ and On-Site Bioremediation Symposium,”
Battelle Press, April-May 1997, pp. 49-54.



103 Michael Kavanaugh and Andrew Stocking, “Fate and Transport of Ethanol in the Environment,”
presentation at the May 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting.  [Based on Malcome Pirnie, Inc.  Evaluation of
the Fate and Transport of Ethanol in the Environment (Oakland, CA, 1998.)]
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evaluate MTBE natural attenuation;100 thus, it is difficult to assess fully the potential future costs.  A
recent study estimated that while over 80 percent of non-MTBE conventional gasoline sites might utilize
MNA, few MTBE sites would be able to, resulting in substantially higher cleanup costs for MTBE
sites.101



B. Ethanol 



The above discussions are focused on remediation issues identified for MTBE.  It is difficult to make a
comparative assessment of MTBE versus ethanol gasoline releases, as there is relatively little field data
characterizing the behavior of ethanol gasoline releases.102  Monitoring for ethanol is not required at UST
sites, even in Midwestern States that use large volumes of ethanol.  Additionally, standard EPA methods
used to analyze fuel hydrocarbon compounds are not technically appropriate for detection and
quantification of ethanol below the 1 part per million (ppm) to 10 ppm range.  Ethanol is known to be
much more biodegradable than benzene.  Although ethanol is likely to biodegrade rapidly in ground
water, because ethanol is infinitely soluble in water, much more ethanol will be dissolved into water than
MTBE.  It is not known how long it may take to biodegrade large amounts of dissolved ethanol. 
Laboratory research suggests that microorganisms prefer to biodegrade ethanol over other fuel
components, so that ethanol biodegradation consumes all available oxygen and depletes other electron
acceptors needed for biodegradation, thus delaying the onset, and potentially slowing the rate, of BTEX
biodegradation.  Although the magnitude of this effect is presently unknown, it is expected to result in
somewhat longer BTEX plumes at gasoline release sites.103  Because ethanol is most commonly blended
at distribution terminals, releases of neat (pure) ethanol may occur at those facilities, requiring
remediation.  The extent of any current possible problem and cost associated with such clean up is
unknown.



C. Funding











104 See EPA OUST’s Publication on Sources of Financial Assistance for Underground Storage Tank Work. 
The document entitled "Financing Underground Storage Tank Work:  Federal and State Assistance Programs" lists
Federal and State programs that provide money to assist in upgrading or replacing underground storage tanks, 
conducting investigations, and performing remediation.  This document provides information on financial assistance
available to municipalities, State or local governments, non-profits, private UST owners or operators, and for tanks
on Native American or tribal lands.  The assistance is available in the form of direct loans, loan guarantees, grants,
or interest subsidies.  The publication also describes some of the available State financial assistance programs. 
Eighteen States have active financial assistance programs for UST upgrades and replacement; some of these
programs also offer assistance cleaning up UST releases.  Also, see the ASTSWMO Report, “State Leaking
Underground Storage Tank Financial Assurance Funds Annual Survey Summary,” June 1998.
Http://www.astswmo.org/Publications/pdf/98vtsum.pdf.



105 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, State Assurance Funds:  State Funds in Transition  Models for
Underground Storage Tank Assurance Funds, 1997,  EPA 510-B-97-002,
www.epa.gov/swerust1/states/fundinfo.htm.



106 Executive Office of the President of the United States,  Budget of the United States Government, Fiscal
Year 2000 – Appendix, 1999, p. 937.



107 Fiscal year 1998 (actual) and 1999 (estimated) appropriations from the LUST Trust Fund were $65 million
and $73 million, respectively.  (See Executive Office of the President of the United States,  Budget of the United
States Government, Fiscal Year 2000 – Appendix, 1999, p. 937.)
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1. State and Federal Sources104



The primary sources of funding for UST remediation are State UST cleanup funds.105  State cleanup
funds raise and expend about $1 billion annually, by far the largest source of funding available to pay for
remediation of MTBE-contaminated soil and ground water.  The second largest source of funding is
private insurance.  Most owners and operators have the required financial assurance coverage provided
by State funds.  Owners and operators in States without State funds, or in those States in which State
funds are transitioning and not providing coverage for new releases, must meet their UST financial
responsibility requirements by other mechanisms, most commonly UST insurance provided by private
insurers.  According to the insurance industry, roughly 10 percent to 15 percent of USTs are currently
covered by private insurance.   This percentage is likely to increase as more States transition out of their
UST cleanup funds. 



The Federal LUST Trust Fund is supported through a 0.1 cent per gallon Federal tax on motor fuels that
expires after March 30, 2005.  At the end of fiscal year (FY) 1998, the Trust Fund had a balance of
approximately $1.2 billion.  In FY 1998, the Fund received approximately $203 million in new monies  –
$136 million from the Federal tax and $67 million in interest on the Fund’s balance.  In FY 1999, new
receipts are expected to increase to $278 million ($212 million from the tax and $66 million in interest),
raising the Fund’s balance to approximately $1.4 billion (after FY 1999 appropriations).106  Monies in
this fund are subject to appropriation, and Congress has been appropriating approximately $70 million
annually in recent years.107  Approximately 85 percent of the appropriated funds are given to the States to
administer and enforce their LUST programs and to pay for remediation of eligible releases.  The States
use approximately two-thirds of the funds to support staff who oversee and enforce cleanups by
responsible parties.  Approximately one-third of the funds are used to pay for cleanups in which the
owner and operator are unknown, unwilling, or financially unable to undertake and to complete cleanup











108 If the owner or operator is financially able, but otherwise unwilling to cleanup the site, the implementing
agency is responsible for recovering the costs of remediating the site.
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of a contaminated site.108  The law establishing the LUST Trust Fund places clear responsibility for
remediation on owners and operators and places significant eligibility requirements on the use of LUST
Funds for actual cleanup of contaminated sites. 



2. Recovery of Funds from Potentially Responsible Parties 



Water suppliers can face substantial expenditures for either replacement water supplies or treatment of
contaminated waters.  For example, the City of Santa Monica lost 50 percent of its existing water supply
in 1996 as the result of MTBE impacts.  The annual costs of the required volume of replacement water
(more than 6 million gallons per day) are estimated at approximately $4 million.  Although these costs
are the full responsibility of the party shown to be liable for the contamination, establishing such liability
may take months or years.  It has been suggested that a funding mechanism should exist for covering
these unexpected costs.  



3. State Water Supply Revolving Funds



Other potential funding sources for addressing MTBE contamination are the Clean Water State
Revolving Fund (CWSRF) and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) programs.  These
programs were established to provide States with a continuing source of funding to address (1)
wastewater treatment, nonpoint source, and estuary activities (CWSRF); and (2) drinking water
treatment, source water protection, and water system management activities (DWSRF).   Funding
decisions for projects and activities are made by each State, pursuant to eligibility guidelines provided by
EPA.  



The CWSRF can be used for site mitigation efforts to address MTBE releases to the extent that such
activities are included in an EPA-approved State nonpoint source management program.  To date, three
States (Delaware, Nebraska, and Wyoming) have provided a total of approximately $48 million in
CWSRF loans to about 1,200 sites for removing underground tanks and purchasing release detection
systems.  In these three States, the CWSRF program works in partnership with the State's Leaking
Underground Storage Loan Program to provide technical assistance and funding support to potential loan
recipients.  Funds available to address problems related to MTBE may increase as States expand use of
their CWSRF programs to address nonpoint source problems.



Although the DWSRF cannot be used to fund remediation efforts, States can loan DWSRF monies to
public water systems for the installation of treatment equipment to address contaminated source water
entering the treatment plant.  In addition to providing loan assistance to public water systems for eligible
projects, the DWSRF also allows each State to reserve up to 31 percent of its grant to fund programs and
activities that enhance source water protection and water systems management.  Several of the activities
eligible under the reserves could address protection and management issues associated with MTBE.  
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4. Alternative Water Supply Funding Mechanism



The above discussion has reviewed a variety of existing potential sources of funds available to replace or
treat public and private water systems.  Should these sources not meet existing needs adequately, an
alternative funding approach may be required.  To simultaneously provide a source of funding for
emergency alternative supplies and treatment of impacted public water systems, and to act as a gradual
disincentive for use of MTBE, a tax/surcharge could be levied on MTBE production for use in gasoline. 
These levied monies could then be made readily accessible by public and private water suppliers to
reimburse incurred expenses associated with addressing MTBE contamination incidents. The economic
viability and amount of this surcharge would need to be determined, but would likely range from 5
percent to 50 percent of the price of each gallon of MTBE sold.  For example, a 10 percent surcharge
with an MTBE price of $0.70 per gallon and RFG with 11 percent by volume MTBE would add about 1
cent to the per gallon-price of RFG and would accumulate about $300 million annually with current
MTBE usage.  This surtax could also be structured to increase over time to further discourage MTBE
use.   











109 Moreover, if all refineries and terminals require capital upgrades, the construction industry may become
strained.
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D. Fuel Supply and Cost



I. Introduction



The current U.S. fuel supply system is a finely balanced network that depends on crude oil supply,
refinery production, unimpeded pipeline and marine movements, and strategically sited commercial
stocks to protect against market volatility.  Recent accident- and weather-related refinery and pipeline
outages (e.g., incidents in California and Washington State) demonstrate the system’s delicate nature.  



As such, changes in fuel regulatory requirements, with their attendant capital investment needs and
infrastructure changes, must be implemented without introducing unnecessary volatility.  Disruptions to
the nation’s fuel supply system result in price volatility and increased costs to consumers.  Therefore, any
proposed changes to U.S. fuel requirements should consider the following:



& The time required to implement capital investments in both refineries and infrastructure,
which entails raising capital, obtaining permits, and constructing units and
infrastructure.109



& The need for regulatory certainty to provide industry with sufficient lead time to make all
necessary changes.  Regulatory uncertainty increases investment risks and forces
industry to postpone investments to the last minute.



& The need for regulatory flexibility in achieving targeted goals.  The petroleum industry is
diverse, and what is optimal for one sector may not be optimal for another.



& The need for fungibility in the system.  At present, the U.S. fuel supply system works
well, as most requirements tend to be national (e.g., low sulfur on-road diesel) or
regional (e.g., reformulated gasoline or California reformulated gasoline).  Once small
areas begin requiring unique fuels, however, the system operates at sub-optimal
efficiency, costs to consumers increase, and fuel supplies are more vulnerable to
volatility.



This combination of sufficient time, regulatory certainty and flexibility, and fungibility will facilitate a
smooth transition, thus avoiding excessive cost increases driven by unnecessary stress to the system.  



An important consideration in this discussion is the regulatory status of methyl tertiary butyl ether
(MTBE).  If the use of MTBE (and other ethers) is reduced substantially or phased out, but the oxygenate
requirement is maintained, ethanol (and possibly other alcohols) will remain as the only alternatives.  At
present, however, ethanol is produced primarily in the Midwest and is not manufactured in sufficient
volume to meet national demand.  Although new ethanol production capacity can be brought on-line in
two years, the permitting and construction of necessary infrastructure will be a critical determinant of
ethanol’s availability and cost.











110 U.S. Energy Information Administration, Petroleum Supply Annual 1998, Volume I, Table S4, p. 17, June
1999.



111 U.S. Energy Information Administration (T.  Litterdale and A. Bohn), Demand and Price Outlook for
Phase 2 Reformulated Gasoline, 2000, April 1999, pp. 7-8.



112 California Energy Commission, Supply and Cost Alternatives to MTBE in Gasoline, October 1998.



113 Downstream Alternatives, Ethanol Supply, Demand, and Logistics:  California and Other RFG Markets,
May 1999.
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II. Industry Overview



A. Consumption 



1. Consumption of Gasoline and Oxygenates



Current consumption of gasoline in the United States is approximately 8.3 million barrels per day (b/d),
or approximately 126.5 billion gallons annually.110  Based on Federal fuel supply data, total U.S.
oxygenate demand was approximately 370,000 b/d in 1997 (refer to Table D1 in this section’s
Appendix).111  Excluding the volume of oxygenate used only for octane purposes, the average 1997
demand for oxygenates in reformulated gasoline (RFG) and oxygenated gasoline in environmental
control areas was approximately 265,000 b/d, 41,000 b/d, and 17,000 b/d per day for MTBE, ethanol, and
other ethers, respectively.  Thus, although making up less than 5 percent of total national gasoline
consumption, MTBE and other ethers met approximately 87 percent of the oxygenate volume
requirement in 1997.



2. Meeting California’s Ethanol Demand 



A recent study funded by the Renewable Fuels Association (RFA), The Use of Ethanol in California
Clean Burning Gasoline, estimates that if MTBE was banned, California would demand 41,000 b/d of
ethanol in order to meet the oxygenate volume in the mandated areas plus 30 percent penetration into the
non-mandated areas.  A study by the California Energy Commission (CEC), however, estimates 75,000
b/d in demand for similar requirements.112  According to the RFA report, California’s demand could be
met from currently underutilized production, which equates to 29,000 b/d with 100 percent utilization,
and new plant start-ups.  The balance would be made up by ethanol redirected from the octane
enhancement markets and increased imports.113











114 Roger Conway, “Ethanol and Its Implications for Fuel Supply,” presentation at the April 1999 MTBE Blue
Ribbon Panel meeting; Downstream Alternatives, Ethanol Supply, Demand, and Logistics: California and Other
RFG Markets, May 1999.



115 This figure is the result of the following calculations:  (1) Calculate the total ether supply for RFG and
oxygenated fuels in 1997:  265,000 b/d + 17,000 b/d = 282,000 b/d; (2) Multiply 282,000 b/d by 0.52 to adjust for
the oxygen equivalency of ethanol = 146,640 b/d; and (3) Add 41,000 b/d to include the current volume of ethanol
utilized for RFG and oxygenated fuels, thus reaching a total of 187,640 b/d (refer to Table D1 in the Appendix). 



116 Jack Huggins, Submitted written comments on behalf of the Renewable Fuels Association at the April 1999
MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting. 



117 Roger Conway, “Ethanol and Its Implications for Fuel Supply,” presentation at the April 1999 MTBE Blue
Ribbon Panel meeting; Downstream Alternatives, Ethanol Supply, Demand, and Logistics: California and Other
RFG Markets, May 1999.



118 Stephen Gatto, presentation on BC International Corporation at the April 1999 Blue Ribbon Panel meeting;
Roger Conway, “Ethanol and Its Implications for Fuel Supply,” presentation at the April 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon
Panel meeting.
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B. Ethanol Production



Current U.S. ethanol production capacity is estimated at 120,000 b/d114, which is equivalent in oxygen
content to approximately 230,000 b/d of MTBE.  In order for ethanol alone to fulfill the nationwide
oxygen requirement in all RFG and oxygenated fuels areas, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) estimates that approximately 187,000 b/d of ethanol would be needed, assuming that no ethanol is
used for economic octane blending.115  Thus, in a scenario of complete MTBE removal, an estimated
additional 67,000 b/d of ethanol would be needed to fulfill the required oxygenate volume nationwide. 
Ethanol supply could be fulfilled by a combination of imports and additional production capacity created
by removing bottlenecks at existing plants and by building new facilities.  The ethanol industry estimates
that the current expansion of existing ethanol-from-corn production facilities may increase production
capacity by as much as 40,000 b/d.  Additionally, new ethanol production facilities currently being
planned could provide another 25,000 b/d (new ethanol plants may take two or more years to build).116



The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) estimates that 5 percent of the total corn utilized in 1997-98
was for fuel ethanol production.117  



Ethanol production from biomass processing is currently about 60 million gallons per year (equivalent to
approximately 4,000 b/d).  Estimates from the USDA indicate that assuming favorable economics, the
resource base for ethanol from biomass could reach approximately 10 billion gallons annually
(approximately 650,000 b/d) after 2025.118  Recently, on August 12, 1999, President Clinton issued an
executive order to initiate a government effort to develop a biomass research program.  The goal of the
program is to triple the use of bioenergy and bioproducts by 2010, which includes the production of clean
fuels such as ethanol and other products.  



Based on total gasoline regulated properties, ethanol used at 5.7 percent by volume to meet the 2.0
percent by weight (wt.%) oxygen requirement in RFG will not be able to replace all of the 11 percent by
volume of MTBE in RFG.  In California, some refiners have stated that they must remove some volume
of butanes/pentanes from California Phase 2 RFG in order to accommodate the increase in gasoline's
Reid vapor pressure (RVP) with the addition of ethanol, and thus must significantly expand their crude











119 Al Jessel, Chevron Products Company, “Fuels Regulations and Emissions Technology,” presentation at the
March 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting.  See also, Duane Bordvick, Tosco Corporation, “Perspectives on
Gasoline Blending for Clean Air,” presentation at the March 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting. 



120 U.S. Department of Energy, Estimating the Refining Impacts of Revised Oxygenate Requirements for
Gasoline: Summary Findings, May 1999.



121 Al Jessel, Chevron Products Company, “Fuels Regulations and Emissions Technology,” presentation at the
March 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting.



122 Downstream Alternatives, Ethanol Supply, Demand, and Logistics:  California and Other RFG Markets, 
May 1999. 



123 42 gallons = 1 barrel



124 Based on API confidential communications with rail car lessors, 1999.
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oil-based RFG production capacity by the full 11 percent by volume lost by removing MTBE.119 
Although this Panel did not investigate the effect that the loss of MTBE would have on refineries outside
of California, there are some similarities and a number of differences in refinery processes that, on
balance, result in similar volume shortfalls in blending component capacities during the summer seasons.



A similar analysis by the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) also concluded that additional supply would
be necessary under an ether ban in the Northeast, requiring increased domestic supply or foreign
imports.120



C. Ethanol Infrastructure/Transportation



Because ethanol is soluble in water, which is commonly found in pipelines and storage tanks associated
with the gasoline distribution system, and will separate from gasoline, ethanol is usually blended at the
distribution terminal.121  Therefore, because most of the nation’s ethanol is produced in the Midwest, the
ethanol would have to be transported to terminals for blending through a dedicated (ethanol-only)
pipeline, by rail, by marine shipping, or by some combination of these methods.  Transportation from the
Midwest to the Northeast and the West is challenging and will likely be costly and transportation-facility
intensive. 



A study122 estimates that approximately 1,982 rail cars (30,000-gallons123 each) would be necessary to
supply the California market with ethanol for RFG purposes, assuming only rail transport.  Given the
range in ethanol demand projected by the CEC study (35,000 b/d to 92,000 b/d), this rail car estimate
could actually be more than double.  The existing fleet of 30,000-gallon rail cars is between 8,000 and
10,000, nearly all of which are currently unavailable for ethanol transport due to prior leasing
commitments.  With existing manufacturing capability, it is estimated that approximately 1,000
additional (30,000-gallon) rail cars could be built per year.124  



In California, marine transport has been found to cost approximately the same as rail transport, although
in certain instances marine shipping can be slightly cheaper.  Surveys of terminal operators in California
have indicated that a large portion of product (most likely at least 50 percent) would be shipped as
waterborne cargo.  Some California operators have stated that the large size of marine cargoes makes it
preferable to spotting, inspecting, and unloading numerous rail cars.  Moreover, in the Northeast, nearly











125 Letter to Daniel Greenbaum from Robert E. Reynolds, President, Downstream Alternatives, Inc., June 24,
1999.  See also, Downstream Alternatives, Ethanol Supply, Demand, and Logistics:  California and Other RFG
Markets, May 1999. 



126 Oil and Gas Journal, California refiners anticipate broad effects of possible state MTBE ban, January 18,
1999.



127 Dexter Miller, “Alkyates, Key Components in Clean-Burning Gasoline,” presentation at the May 1999
MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel Meeting.
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every terminal location is accessible by water, whereas only a few can be accessed by rail.  As such,
some estimate that 60 percent of the Northeast’s total demand would be met through ship and ocean-
going barge transport.125 



These will also be cited to develop the necessary blending and distribution infrastructure to deliver
ethanol-based RFG to retail outlets.  Ethanol requires blending much further down the distribution
channel (at the truck-loading point) than does MTBE (at the refinery terminal).  The infrastructure to
support such blending on a wide scale does not currently exist.126



D. Producing Non-Oxygenate Alternatives



In the event of an MTBE phase down with oxygenate flexibility, refiners have a number of blending
options to meet RFG performance standards, including increased use of alkylates, aromatics, and perhaps
other fuel blending streams derived from petroleum.127  Each refinery has a uniquely optimal mode of
operation, facility selection, and size, all of which are currently balanced for MTBE use.  Without
MTBE, refiners would have to determine their most economic mode of operation and also determine
which new facilities and technologies would provide the economic return on investment that shareholders
require for continued investment.  The strategy of total alkylate replacement is expensive (possibly
exceeding $1 billion), may not fully meet octane needs, and demands other operational trade-offs in the
refinery and/or additional supply of isobutane and olefin feedstocks.  Although aromatics can also be
produced in greater volume and will provide higher octane, higher aromatics use will also increase toxics
emissions so that aromatics cannot likely fulfill all non-oxygenate needs.  Nevertheless, oxygenate
flexibility is an important component of the solution to removing MTBE from the system in a timely
manner since it increases refiner flexibility in meeting RFG performance standards.  The Panel could not
conduct a comprehensive evaluation of the technologies, facilities, and strategies necessary to achieve a
new, economically optimal fuels refining industry without MTBE, and with or without the current
oxygenate requirements, but rather chose to rely on analyses by others to estimate likely effects on
supply and cost, as discussed in Section III below.











128 U.S. Department of Energy, Estimating the Refining Impacts of Revised Oxygenate Requirements for
Gasoline: Summary Findings, March 1999; California Energy Commission, Supply and Cost Alternatives to MTBE
in Gasoline, October 1998; Robert Cunningham, “Costs of Potential Ban of MTBE in Gasolines,” presentation at
the March 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting.



129 Sunoco, Time Required to Complete Desulfurization, personal communication.
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III. Impact of Fuel Requirement Changes on Supply



A. Overview



The impact of a change in fuel requirements (e.g., reduction in the use of oxygenates or of a particular
oxygenate) on fuel availability and cost will depend primarily on the following factors: 



& The time available for a transition and the availability of adequate and sustained
supplies of any new component, and the time required for permitting and
achieving compliance with applicable regulations;



& Regulatory certainty and flexibility regarding fuel specifications;



& The degree to which fuel changes are national, regional, or state-by-state in
scope, i.e., fungibility ; 



& Additional capital costs (e.g., new refinery facilities) and/or operating costs (e.g.,
transportation and distribution costs); and 



& The cost of replacing octane while continuing compliance with environmental
standards.



B. Time



Government agencies and fuel refiners/marketers have stated that without adequate lead time, rapid
reductions in the volume of MTBE allowed in the gasoline supply stream will have an immediate and
negative effect on regional markets as well as the nation’s ability to meet gasoline demand.128



In general, refineries must undergo a stepwise process to implement major changes in fuel processing,
such as desulfurization or oxygenate reduction.  A summary of Sunoco’s recent analysis of the process
time required to comply with future sulfur limits is show in Table 1 as a general guide to such capital
projects.129  (Actual time requirements will vary from refinery to refinery.) 











130 California Energy Commission, Supply and Cost Alternatives to MTBE in Gasoline, October 1998.  This
study did not analyze the likely fuel supply impacts to areas outside of California if MTBE use were to be phased
out in California.
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Table 1. Sample Process Timetable for Complying with Future Sulfur Limits in the Refining
Industry



I.  Conceptual/Process Feasibility



& Identify purpose, scope, and permits required



& Produce cost estimates



& Management approval



7 months



II. Process/Project Scope Definition



& Develop scope, equipment requirements,
project milestones, and construction strategies



& Produce more accurate budget estimates 



& Management approval



8 months



III. Preliminary Engineering



& Select engineering contractor 



& Submit permit applications 



& Conduct design review



& Issue master schedule 



& Submit costs for approval



12 months



IV. Detailed Project Execution



& Procure materials 



& Receive all permits



& Award contracts



& Construction



& Testing



& Training 



& Start-up



21 months



Total 48 months



                 Source:  Sunoco



Should ethers, particularly MTBE, be phased out in California, the CEC estimates that in three years
California refineries would require as much as 75,000 b/d of ethanol and up to 142,000 b/d of additional
gasoline imports to meet demand.130 



The U.S. Department of Energy estimates that if regulation changes are finalized, four years would be
needed to allow for new construction of refineries and for ethanol production, transportation, loading and
unloading capacities to increase.  Under this assumption, a scenario of an ether phase-out should not











131 U.S. Department of Energy, Estimating the Refining Impacts of Revised Oxygenate Requirements for
Gasoline:  Summary Findings, March 1999; Downstream Alternatives, Ethanol Supply, Demand, and Logistics:
California and Other RFG Markets, May 1999.



132 California Energy Commission, Supply and Cost Alternatives to MTBE in Gasoline, October 1998.



133 Office of Science and Technology Policy, National Science and Technology Council, Interagency
Assessment of Oxygenated Fuels, June 1997.
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cause supply problems in Petroleum Administration for Defense District (PADD) I, the East Coast.131



This analysis did not consider effects on regional supplies in the event of a national MTBE ban or other
changes in fuel properties (i.e., sulfur reductions).



Relative to California refiners, the transition to a non-ether RFG would be more difficult and require
more time for non-California refiners.  Implementation of the proposed sulfur rules (TIER 2) will have
less impact on California refiners, as all California RFG (CaRFG) is already at a sulfur level of 30 parts
per million (ppm) or lower.  Other refiners will need additional time to build adequate desulfurization
units, as well as other facilities needed to generate the octane lost through desulfurization.  The State of
California believes that with a repeal of the Federal oxygen mandate, MTBE should be phased out in
three and one-half years.132



C. Certainty



Refiners/marketers have stated that regulatory certainty is necessary to insure low-risk capital investment
in alternatives to our current fuel supply system.  For example, whether the current oxygenate mandate
will remain or be removed will be a critical factor in future refinery, product transportation, and
marketing terminal construction decision making.  Refiners/marketers believe that the removal of the
oxygenate mandate would provide maximum flexibility for the individual decisions necessary for each
refiner to meet all Federal and State RFG performance standards.



D. Fungibility



Refiners/marketers have indicated that to meet consumer fuel demand and to minimize supply shortages,
the scope of any future fuel changes should be national or regional.  Permitting state-specific fuel
changes (e.g., low RVP, low sulfur) may lead to greater uncertainty in fuel supply and may cause
periodic shortages unless there is a mechanism to ensure consistency across state boundaries.



Although ethanol blended gasoline can be blended to maintain low vapor pressure, reformulated gasoline
made with ethanol will likely increase evaporative emissions when commingled with other fuels in
markets where ethanol occupies 30 percent to 50 percent of the market.133 (Refer to Issue Summary B,
“Air Quality Benefits”).  In order to minimize commingling, refiners in these markets will need to
develop and use infrastructure (storage, trucks, etc.) dedicated to fuels containing ethanol.  In areas of the
country (e.g., the Midwest) where ethanol has been the predominant fuel additive, this will not be a
problem.  However, areas of the country that have not traditionally used ethanol fuels, but would likely
do so for a part of their supply in the future, will need to make infrastructure investments to avoid losses
in air quality as a result of commingling.  Even then, some commingling of fuels will likely occur when
consumers mix ethanol blended gasoline with non-ethanol blended gasoline in their vehicles’ tanks (see
discussion in Air Quality Section B.).











134 This figure is the result of the following calculations:  (1) Calculate the total ether supply for RFG and
oxygenated fuels in 1997:  265,000 b/d + 17,000 b/d = 282,000 b/d; (2) Multiply 282,000 b/d by 0.52 to adjust for
the oxygen equivalency of ethanol = 146,640 b/d, or 2.2 billion gallons annually; (3) Multiply by the $0.54 per
gallon subsidy = $1.2 billion per year (refer to Table D1 in the Appendix for total ether volumes).



135 State of Nebraska Ethanol Board, “Economic Impacts of Ethanol Production in the United States,” April,
1998.
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IV. Cost Impacts of Changing Fuel Reformulations



A. Cost Impacts



The cost of gasoline is influenced by a wide range of factors, including crude oil prices, refining costs,
the grade and type of the gasoline, taxes, available supplies (inventory), seasonal and regional market
demand, weather, transportation costs, and specific areas’ relative costs of living.  Each additional cent
per gallon increase in average gasoline price  is equivalent to annual costs of between $1 billion to $1.3
billion, borne ultimately by consumers.



Both ethanol and oil receive some subsidy from the government.  All fuel ethanol receives a $0.54 per
gallon subsidy, while approximately 6-7 percent of gasoline receives a cost benefit from the crude oil
depletion allowance.  In both cases these government subsidies are supported by Congress because it is
seen to expand domestic industry; increase commerce and employment; improve the nation’s balance of
trade (i.e., reduce imports and increase exports); and generate additional personal and corporate incomes
and the taxes accruing from these incomes.  Analysis has suggested that the real cost to the government is
a net benefit.  For example, replacing the 282,000 b/d of ethers used in RFG in 1997 would require
approximately 146,000 b/d of ethanol on an oxygen equivalent basis.  The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency estimates that the incremental annual cost to the Federal government (i.e., to taxpayers) for new
fuel ethanol production of 146,000 b/d (approximately 2.2 billion gallons per year) would be
approximately $1.2 billion.134  The State of Nebraska Ethanol Board estimates that the ethanol subsidy
resulted in $3.5 billion in net savings for the Federal government in 1997.135 



Table 2 shows recent information from the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) regarding the
price differences among CaRFG, Federal RFG, conventional gasoline, and the national average price for
gasoline.  These prices reflect the various factors that influence the cost of gasoline.  For example, after
reaching their lowest point in 25 years (adjusted for inflation) at the end of 1998, world crude oil prices
began recovering during the spring of 1999.  In addition, April represents the beginning of the summer
driving season, which leads to higher gasoline demand; California is regionally influenced by the summer
driving demand before much of the rest of the nation.  Finally, California prices have been influenced in
1999 by fires and shutdowns at several major refineries.  Thus, due to regional and seasonal demand
variation, the volatility of world crude oil prices and unforeseen supply shortages, consumers may see
swings in gasoline prices of as much as $.50 per gallon.
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Table 2.  Gasoline Prices, February 1999 and April 1999
(per gallon, including State and Federal taxes) 



February 1999 April 1999



California RFG $1.101 $1.568



Federal RFG $0.987 $1.229



Conventional $0.901 $1.088



Average $0.927 $1.131



    Source:  U.S.  Energy Information Administration



Nevertheless, the real cost of gasoline, although quite variable, increases with higher refining costs,
which are associated with environmental quality restrictions and local or regional differences in gasoline
specifications.  Fuel refiners/marketers have commented that with (1) adequate lead time to make
refinery investments and modifications; (2) regulatory certainty regarding specific fuel requirements; and
(3) fuel fungibility on a regional or national scope, increases in fuel prices due to regulatory changes may
not cause substantial and unnecessary volatility in prices beyond the normal seasonal fluctuations.



Economic impacts will not be shared equally among petroleum refiners/marketers.  Refineries each
process different types of crude, supply different mixes of products (e.g., some refineries do not
manufacture any RFG), and use widely varying technologies.  For example, the State of California
currently requires low levels of sulfur in CaRFG.  As such, the economic impact of lowering sulfur levels
would not be as great for some California refineries that manufacture mostly CaRFG as it might be for
some other refiners, and in other markets where refineries would require capital investments for
desulfurization facilities.  Similarly, areas of the country that rely heavily on oxygenates such as MTBE
will experience a more pronounced economic effect in the event of a oxygenate replacement or removal
(e.g., Texas, California, and Northeast RFG markets use MTBE, whereas the Chicago and Milwaukee
RFG markets use ethanol). 



B. Modeling



Modeling fuel price increases is a relatively effective technique with which to examine the direction of
the impacts of regional fuel formulation choices on gasoline costs.  Such predictions are instructive in
assessing the relative impacts of different options assuming constant assumptions.  Models should not be
used, however, to predict exact outcomes.  With the exception of precipitous transition times and a major
increase in ethanol use, which would require significant new infrastructure, all other modeled scenarios
add cost to gasoline of a magnitude similar to the typical variability of gasoline prices.  The results of
three such models are summarized below (also refer to Table D2 in the Appendix): 



& The California Energy Commission estimated that the intermediate-term (three years)
change in the price of California RFG could range from a decrease of 0.2 cents per
gallon to an increase of 8.8 cents per gallon depending on the type of oxygenate used (if
oxygenates are used at all), the lead time to implement the changes, and flexibility











136 California Energy Commission, Supply and Cost Alternatives to MTBE in Gasoline, October 1998.



137 MathPro, Potential Economic Benefits of the Feinstein-Bilbray Bill, March 18, 1999.



138 PACE Consultants, Inc., Analysis and Refinery Implications of Ethanol-Based RFG Blends Under the
Complex Model Phase II, November 1998.



139 U.S. Department of Energy, Estimating the Refining Impacts of Revised Oxygenate Requirements for
Gasoline:  Follow-up Findings, May 1999.
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regarding the type and amount of oxygenate allowed.136  This study did not analyze the
likely economic impacts to areas outside of California if MTBE use were to be phased
out in California or nationally (i.e., increased market volatility from dependence on
imported blendstocks to replace MTBE, with or without ethanol use).



& A Chevron/Tosco analysis estimates that if refiners were given flexibility in oxygenate
use, a California ban on MTBE would increase the cost of CaRFG 2.7 cents per gallon
within  a three year-period.  Without oxygenate flexibility, the price would increase 6.1
cents per gallon.137



& An analysis by Pace Consultants found that it would cost an additional 0.7 to 24 cents
per gallon to make reformulated gasoline blendstock that is suitable for use with ethanol
(rather than MTBE) in the summer during the RFG Phase II program.  For refiners
already using ethanol in RFG (less than 10 percent of the RFG market), the Pace study
indicated that the additional cost of using ethanol in Phase II RFG would be less than one
cent per gallon.  In general, the cost of RVP reduction differs among refiners and
depends on refinery process configuration, product and raw material slates, and ability to
dispose of streams displaced in RVP reduction.138



& A recent DOE analysis shows that under the scenario of an ether ban, assuming at least
four years for refinery investment, and with a continuation of the oxygenate requirement
for RFG, the  increased cost for RFG per gallon in PADD I ranges from 2.4 cents to 3.9
cents, with the cost most sensitive to the price of ethanol.139  This analysis, however, was
not national in scope.



C. Conclusions



Assuming that changes in oxygenate requirements occur, the limited modeling analyses to date have
shown that for California and PADD I: 



& Once regulations are finalized, a range of three to six years is necessary to develop the
infrastructure necessary to substantially alter the regional, possibly national, fuel
formulation and supply infrastructure without serious market volatility. 



& The estimated costs of implementing these changes will range from a slight savings
under a scenario of oxygenate-use flexibility and continued MTBE use, to a cost of about
8.8 cents per gallon under a scenario of no oxygenate use (no mandate). (See Table D2 in
the Appendix).
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& Because no studies have been national in scope, the predictions of cost impacts are
uncertain.  In addition, most studies were conducted on the assumption of meeting only
the current regulatory minimum emission reductions.



& The likely oxygenate replacement for MTBE is ethanol.  Current and near future ethanol
production (i.e., on-line in less than two years), however, is not adequate to meet the
volume of oxygenate required nationally.  Transporting ethanol from the Midwest, where
it is primarily produced, to Northeast and California markets will require significant
efforts to upgrade and build new pipeline (or use segregated shipments through existing
pipelines), rail, marine, and truck transportation infrastructure.
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Appendix D



Table D1. Oxygenate Demand in Reformulated and Oxygenated Gasoline Control
Areas, 1997                  



                       (thousands of barrels per day)



Region
 Estimated 1997



Gasoline Demand in
Control Areas



Estimated Oxygenate Volume



 in Control Area Gasoline



MTBE ETBE or TAME Ethanol



Reformulated Gasoline
PADD 1 (East Coast) 1,054 128.2 9.1 1.0
PADD 2 (Midwest) 270 4.0 0.0 21.8
PADD 3 (Gulf Coast) 282 27.4 3.2 0.0
PADD 4 (Rocky Mountain) 0 0.0 0.0 0.0
PADD 5 (West Coast) 934 100.9 3.4 2.0
Subtotal 2,674 259.5 15.7 24.7
Oxygenated Gasoline
PADD 1 (East Coast) 0 0.0 0.0 0.0
PADD 2 (Midwest) 79 0.0 0.0 6.7
PADD 3 (Gulf Coast) 16 0.0 0.0 1.4
PADD 4 (Rocky Mountain) 36 0.3 1.1 2.7
PADD 5 (West Coast)    73 0.1 0.0 4.7
Subtotal 204 0.5 1.1 15.5
Oxygenated-Reformulated Gasoline
PADD 1 (East Coast) 137 4.8 0.0 0.4
PADD 5 (West Coast) 10 0.1 0.0 0.7
Subtotal 147 4.9 0.0 1.1
Average 1997 Oxygenate Demand for RFG and
Oxygenated Gasoline Blending 265 17 41
Imputed Oxygenate Demand for Conventional Gasoline
(e.g., octane and gasohol) 4 a – 41



Total 1997 Oxygenate Supply 269 17 82



aOther sources have estimated this number to be as high as 25,000 b/d (Sunoco) and 28,000 b/d (DeWitt) for ethers in the
conventional pool, with a slightly lower volume in the RFG pool.



Source:  U.S. Energy Information Administration, (T. Litterdale and A. Bohn), Demand and Price Outlook for Phase 2
Reformulated Gasoline, 2000.  April 1999, pp. 7-8.



Note: “–“ signifies “Not Applicable.”
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Table D2.   Summary of Modeling Results
       (cents per gallon)



Results (cents per gallon) 



Report Scenario Intermediate Term 



(3 years)



Long Term



(6 Years)



CEC Analysis:



California Only



& MTBE allowed - no
oxygenate requirement



& No oxygenates allowed -
no oxygen requirement



& Ethanol only - oxygen
requirement maintained



-0.2 to -0.8



4.3 to 8.8 



6.1 to 6.7 



-0.3 to -1.5



0.9 to 3.7



1.9 to 2.5 



Chevron/Tosco
Analysis:  California



Only



& No ethers - no oxygen
requirement



& Ethanol only - oxygen
requirement maintained



2.7



6.1



1.2



1.9



Near Term 



(less than 2 years, no
investment)



Long Term 



(at least 4 years,
investment allowed)



DOE Analysis:



PADD I Only



& MTBE allowed - no
oxygenate requirement



& No ethers - no oxygen
requirement



& Ethanol only - oxygen
requirement maintained



-0.3



Not Investigated



6.0



Not Investigated



1.9



2.4 to 3.9



    Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency











1 Refer to Issue Summaries A and B, “Water Contamination” and “Air Quality Benefits” respectively, for
detailed discussions of these topics.



2 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Federal Register Vol. 63, No. 236, December 9, 1998, p.  67877. 
Final Notification of Health Effects Testing Requirements for Baseline Gasoline and Oxygenated Nonbaseline
Gasoline and Approval of an Alternative Emissions Generator.



3 Jim Prah of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is currently conducting studies on pharmacokinetics
of MTBE.



4 Refer to Table E1 in this section’s Appendix for detailed data on the chemical properties of these and related
compounds.
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E. Comparing the Fuel Additives



I. Introduction



In comparing various alternatives to the current use of automotive fuel additives (primarily oxygenates),
the relative impact of these alternative compounds on the environment as a whole must be considered. 
More specifically, one must assess how changes to fuels or fuel additives impact:1 



• Air quality and fuel blending characteristics;



• Fuel or fuel additive behavior and fate under various water and soil conditions;
and



• Potential health effects resulting from exposure to the additives or their
combustion products.



Health effects research is currently underway by industry2 and EPA3 to understand more fully the
comparative risks associated with exposure to fuels both with and without oxygenates, including methyl
tertiary butyl ether (MTBE), ethanol, ethyl tertiary butyl ether (ETBE), tertiary-amyl methyl ether
(TAME), and tertiary butyl alcohol (TBA).4  Although the majority of this research is focused on
inhalation-related health effects, the results should help in our understanding of the human health risks
associated with exposure to fuels from any route of exposure.  Currently, there is not enough information
to fully characterize potential health risks of all the oxygenates or their alternatives.  



II. MTBE



A. Air Quality and Fuel 
Blending serves as a cost-effective oxygenate for blending in reformulated gasoline (RFG), enabling
fuels to meet both California and Federal RFG air quality requirements while preserving octane
enhancement, low VOC emissions, and driveability.  Analyses have shown that even without an oxygen











5 U.S. Department of Energy, Estimating the Refining Impacts of Revised Oxygenate Requirements for
Gasoline:  Summary Findings, March 1999; California Energy Commission, Supply and Cost Alternatives to MTBE
in Gasoline, October 1999; Robert Cunningham, “Costs of Potential Ban of MTBE in Gasolines,” presentation at
the March 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting.



6 T.W.  Kirchstetter, et. al., “Impact of Oxygenated Gasoline Use on California Light-Duty Vehicle
Emissions,” Environ. Sci. And Tech., 1996.



7 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Research and Development, Oxygenates in Water:  Critical
Information and Research Needs, December 1998.



8 A.M. Happel et al., An Evaluation of MTBE Impacts to California Groundwater Resources, Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory Report, UCRL-AR-130897, June 1998. 



9 Office of Science and Technology Policy, National Science and Technology Council. Interagency
Assessment of Oxygenated Fuels, June 1997;  Steffan, R.J,. et. al., Biodegradation of the Gasoline Oxygenates
Methyl tert-Butyl Ether (MTBE), Ethyl tert-Butyl Ether (ETBE), and tert-Amyl Methyl Ether (TAME) by Propane
Oxidizing Bacteria, Appl. Environ. Microbiol. 63(11):4216-4222).
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mandate, MTBE use is economically suited to meet air quality and gasoline performance goals.5 
However, it should be noted that emissions of formaldehyde (a probable carcinogen), resulting from the
incomplete combustion of fuels, increase by about 13 (+ 6) percent with the use of 2.0 percent by weight
(wt%) MTBE oxygenated gasoline.6



B. Behavior in Water



MTBE, an ether, is more soluble in water than other gasoline components and appears recalcitrant to
biodegradation relative to other components of concern in gasoline, such as benzene, toluene,
ethylbenzene, and xylenes (collectively referred to as “BTEX”).7  In general, compared to the slow
migration of BTEX compounds in subsurface soil and ground water, MTBE moves at nearly the same
velocity as the ground water itself.  This is due to MTBE’s high water solubility and low soil sorption. 
Given sufficient time and distance, MTBE would be expected to be at the leading edge of a gasoline
contamination plume or could become completely separated from the rest of the plume if the original
source of oxygenate were eliminated.8



Tert-butyl alcohol (TBA) is the primary metabolite of MTBE resulting from biodegradation, but is also a
common byproduct in the production of MTBE and often present with MTBE in the fuel supply.  Thus,
detection of TBA in ground water is not necessarily evidence of MTBE biodegradation.  By itself, TBA,
like ethanol, is infinitely (miscible) soluble in water and is reported to be recalcitrant to biodegradation.9 



C. Health Effects



In terms of neurotoxicity and reproductive effects, inhalation toxicity testing to date generally has not
shown MTBE to be any more toxic than other components of gasoline.  At high doses, MTBE has caused
tumors in two species of rat and one species of mouse at a variety of sites; it is uncertain, however,
whether these effects can be extrapolated to humans. The International Agency for Research on Cancer











10 Office of Science and Technology Policy, National Science and Technology Council, Interagency
Assessment of Oxygenated Fuels, June 1997.



11 Office of Science and Technology Policy, National Science and Technology Council, Interagency
Assessment of Oxygenated Fuels, June 1997.



12 Correspondence with the Health Effects Institute, Chemical Industry Institute of Toxicology, and EPA verify
currently on-going studies on animal and human health effects from MTBE exposure.



13 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Water, Drinking Water Advisory:  Consumer
Acceptability Advice and Health Effects Analysis on Methyl Tertiary-Butyl Ether (MTBE), December 1997.



14 It should be noted that the National Research Council has cautioned against the use of this study until a
thorough review has been accomplished, including an objective third-party review of the pathology. (Toxicological
and Performance Aspects of Oxygenated Motor Vehicle Fuels, National Research Council, Washington, D.C. 1996,
page 115.)



15 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Water, Drinking Water Advisory:  Consumer
Acceptability Advice and Health Effects Analysis on Methyl Tertiary-Butyl Ether (MTBE), December 1997.



16 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Water, Drinking Water Advisory:  Consumer
Acceptability Advice and Health Effects Analysis on Methyl Tertiary-Butyl Ether (MTBE), December 1997.
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(IARC) and the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) have indicated that at this
time there are not adequate data to consider MTBE a probable or known human carcinogen.10



There are limited data on human populations that may be sensitive to MTBE.  Although there is some
evidence that fuels containing MTBE could irritate the eyes, as well as cause headaches and rashes,
effects attributed to MTBE alone have yet to be proven.  Limited epidemiological data suggest greater
attention should be given to the potential for increased symptom reporting among highly exposed
workers.11



There have been no human or animal health effects studies performed for MTBE in drinking water. 
However, human and animal studies are currently underway at the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), Health Effects Institute (HEI) and the Chemical Industry Institute of Toxicology (CIIT)
to address some of these research needs.12  Animal ingestion studies using “bolus” (all at once) dosing of
MTBE in olive oil have shown carcinogenic effects at high levels of exposure (250,000 micrograms per
kilogram animal body weight and higher).13 14



Drinking water containing MTBE at or below the taste and odor levels identified in the EPA’s Drinking
Water Advisory (20 to 40 micrograms per liter) is not expected to cause adverse health concerns for the
majority of the population.15  The turpentine-like taste and odor of MTBE, however, can make such
drinking water unacceptable to consumers.



TBA is a major metabolite of MTBE, regardless of the route of exposure.  Animal testing of TBA in
drinking water produced carcinogenic effects at high levels of exposure (1,250,000 micrograms per liter
and higher).16  Additionally, formaldehyde, also a metabolite of MTBE, is a respiratory irritant at high











17  Office of Science and Technology Policy, National Science and Technology Council, Interagency
Assessment of Oxygenated Fuels, June 1997.



18 Refer to Issue Summary D, “Fuel Supply and Cost,” for a more detailed discussion of this topic.



19 California Energy Commission, Supply and Cost Alternatives to MTBE in Gasoline, October 1999.



20 Office of Science and Technology Policy, National Science and Technology Council, Interagency
Assessment of Oxygenated Fuels, June 1997.



21 Office of Science and Technology Policy, National Science and Technology Council, Interagency
Assessment of Oxygenated Fuels, June 1997.



22 J. Froines et. al., Health and Environmental Assessment of MTBE, Vol. II, November, 1998; A.P. Altshuller,
“PANs in the Atmosphere,” J. Air Waste Manag. Assoc., 1993, 43(9), 1221-1230; L. Milgrom, “Clean Car Fuels
Run Into Trouble,” New Scientist, 1989, 122 (1656), 30.
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levels of human exposure and is currently considered by EPA to be a probable human carcinogen by the
inhalation route, with less certainty via ingestion.17 



III. Ethanol



A. Air Quality and Fuel Blending



Ethanol is commonly used as an octane enhancer in conventional gasoline, as well as serving as an
oxygenate for blending in Federal RFG and oxygenated gasoline in a number of locations (primarily in
the Midwest).18  Because of its unique physical and chemical properties, ethanol raises the volatility of
gasoline with which it is blended, thus additional refinery processing of blendstocks is performed prior to
ethanol blending in order to meet the air quality performance standards in reformulated fuels.19  Ethanol
is soluble in the water commonly found in pipelines and storage tanks associated with the gasoline
distribution system, and once mixed with water will separate from the gasoline.  Due to this potential
phase separation, which can occur when ethanol and gasoline blends are transported through pipelines,
ethanol is usually blended at the terminal, rather than the refinery.



A National Research Council study20 did not support using ozone forming potential or reactivity (as
opposed to mass emission reductions) to assess the relative effectiveness of MTBE or ethanol in the RFG
program.  However, the report did find that the contribution of the reduction of carbon monoxide (CO)
and its effect on ozone formation should be recognized in assessments of the effects of ethanol in RFG.
(Refer to Issue Summary B, “Air Quality Benefits.”)



In markets where ethanol blended fuels make up 30 percent to 50 percent of the market, the possibility of
commingling of ethanol fuels with non-ethanol fuels in the fuel supply system will require separation of
ethanol fuel infrastructure, and commingling in the gas tank can result in an increase in both vapor
pressure and evaporative emissions.21  (Refer to Issue Summary B, “Air Quality Benefits.”)



Vehicle exhaust emissions data have shown that acetaldehyde (principle metabolite of ethanol) emissions
can increase by as much as 100 percent with the use of 2.0 wt% ethanol oxygenated gasoline, part of
which undergoes photochemical reactions in the atmosphere to make peroxyacetyl nitrate (PAN).22 











23 Michael Kavanaugh and Andrew Stocking, “Fate and Transport of Ethanol in the Environment,”
presentation at the May 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting.  [Based on Malcome Pirnie, Inc.  Evaluation of
the Fate and Transport of Ethanol in the Environment (Oakland, CA, 1998.)]



24 Michael Kavanaugh and Andrew Stocking, “Fate and Transport of Ethanol in the Environment,”
presentation at the May 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting.  [Based on Malcome Pirnie, Inc.  Evaluation of
the Fate and Transport of Ethanol in the Environment (Oakland, CA, 1998.)]



25 Health Effects Institute, The Potential Health Effects of Oxygenates Added to Gasoline, April 1996.



26 Health Effects Institute, The Potential Health Effects of Oxygenates Added to Gasoline, April 1996.



27 L. Milgrom, “Clean Car Fuels Run Into Trouble,” New Scientist, 1989, 122 (1656), 30.
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B. Behavior in Water



“Neat” (pure) ethanol is infinitely soluble in water.  Laboratory data and hypothetical modeling indicate
that based on physical, chemical, and biological properties, ethanol will likely preferentially biodegrade
in ground water compared with other gasoline components with the potential to extend BTEX plumes
further than they would be without ethanol present.23



Although ethanol has been shown to retard BTEX biodegradation under certain laboratory conditions,
evidence of ethanol’s effect on the migration of BTEX plumes under various conditions, i.e.,
hydrogeology; field concentrations; nature of release scenario (for example, large sudden release versus
slow continuous release) has not been collected and compiled.24  A more comprehensive review is still
needed to investigate and determine the nature and extent of field experiences regarding ethanol’s effect
(including behavior and fate properties) on BTEX plume migration, aquifer remediation, and drinking
water treatment.



C. Health Effects



The health effects of ingested ethanol have been extensively investigated.  Given that ethanol is formed
naturally in the body at low levels, inhalation exposure to ethanol at the low levels that humans are likely
to be exposed are generally not expected to result in adverse health effects.25  Health effects questions
have been raised, however, about potentially sensitive subpopulations.  In addition, increased use of
ethanol may result in increases of certain atmospheric transformation products, such as PAN and
acetaldehyde, although the extent of such increase is unknown.26  PAN, which has been shown to be
mutagenic in cellular research, is a known toxin to plant life and a respiratory irritant to humans.27 
Combustion byproducts of ethanol may also cause adverse health effects.  Acetaldehyde is a respiratory
irritant at high levels of human exposure and is currently classified by EPA as a probable human
carcinogen. 











28 Ethers are organic compounds consisting of carbon, hydrogen, and oxygen.  Often used as gasoline
blendstocks and as oxygenates, ethers include:  MTBE; ETBE; TAME; and diisopropyl ether (DIPE).



29 Dexter Miller, “Alkylates, Key Components in Clean-Burning Gasoline,” presentation at the May 1999
MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting. 



30 Duane Bordvick, Tosco Corporation, “Perspectives on Gasoline Blending for Clean Air,” presentation at the
March 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting; Al Jessel, Chevron Products Company, “Removing MTBE From
Gasoline,” presentation at the March 1999 MTBE Blue Ribbon Panel meeting.
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IV. Other Ethers28



A. Air Quality and Fuel Blending



Other ethers have been shown to provide the same emissions benefits as MTBE or ethanol.  Alternative
ethers (except tertiary-amyl methyl ether - TAME) have found only limited use, however, because they
are economically less competitive to manufacture.



B. Behavior in Water



Other ethers are likely to be similar, although not identical to, MTBE, i.e. highly soluble in ground water,
poorly sorbed to soil, and degraded more slowly than BTEX chemicals.  Behavior in ground water is a
function of solubility, soil sorption, and the ability to biodegrade.  All oxygenates are significantly more
soluble than benzene and evidence to date demonstrates that in situ biodegradation of these compounds is
limited as compared to benzene.  Differences may exist between solubility and degradability of ethers. 
Accelerated studies are necessary in order to make this determination.  



C. Health Effects



Although toxicity testing of these substances is underway, there is less current knowledge regarding the
inhalation or ingestion health effects associated with these compounds than for ethanol and MTBE. 



V. Other Alternatives 



A. Air Quality and Fuel Blending



In addition to ethanol, the most likely alternatives to replace the current volume of MTBE and other
ethers in RFG are increased use of refinery streams such as alkylates, reformates, aromatics, and other
streams resulting from the fluid catalytic cracking (FCC) processes.



Alkylates are a mix of high octane, low vapor pressure branched chain paraffinic hydrocarbons that can
be made from crude oil through well established refinery processes, using the output from an FCC unit. 
Because of these desirable properties, alkylates are highly favored as streams for blending into gasoline.29 
In general, an increase in the amount of alkylates used in fuels will have no adverse effect on overall
vehicle performance.30 Aromatics are hydrocarbons characterized by unsaturated ring structures of
carbon atoms (i.e. benzene, toluene, and xylene), and increased use of aromatics would be likely to











31 MathPro, Potential Economic Benefits of the Feinstein-Bilbray Bill, March 18, 1999.
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increase toxic emissions when used in high quantities.  Refiners in California have produced non-
oxygenated fuels using lower sulfur, alkylates and aromatics, that meet or exceed all California RFG air
quality requirements.31



B. Behavior in Water



Alkylates are nonpolar and have a much lower (over 100 times less) solubility in water than aromatics
such as BTEX compounds.  Based on alkylates’ physical, chemical, and biological properties, dissolution
from the gasoline source area, biodegradation, and movement in ground water, are all expected to be
significantly slower than BTEX compounds.



Water-related environmental fate research should include studies in the following areas: 



& Water solubility, dissolution behavior, and sorption tendency to soil and aquifer material;



& Effects of biodegradation on the gasoline contaminated plume’s overall movement;



• Transformation studies to determine if the compound breaks down in soil or
surface/ground water; and 



• Whether intermediates and/or final products pose either a greater or lesser risk.



C. Health Effects



Alkylates have long been a common ingredient in fuels, and thus a modest increase in alkylate content
would not be expected to cause additional human health risks above those already associated with human
exposure to fuels. However, the human and aquatic toxicity risk data associated with exposure to
alkylates are limited. Aromatics have also long been used in fuel, and contain compounds (e.g. benzene
and toluene) which are known to have a range of potential health effects; any substantial increase in their
use should be carefully evaluated.   At a minimum, testing for non oxygenated fuel alternatives should
include sufficient data to develop an adequate risk assessment. These tests should seek inhalation and
ingestion data through animal toxicity and human microenvironmental exposure studies using both the
additives themselves, and the gasoline mixtures of which they are a part.
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Appendix E



Table E1.  Chemical Properties of Selected Compounds a



Benzene 2 MTBE2 Ethanol 3 ETBE1 TAME1 TBA3



Alkylates



(isooctane)



Molecular Weight (g/mol) 78.11 88.2 46.1 102.2 102.2 74.1 114.2



Boiling Point (0 C) 80.1 55.2 78.5 72.2 86.3 82.4 99.2



Vapor Pressure



(mm Hg at 20 0 C) 73 240 44 130 75 41 72



Density (g/L) 0.88 0.74 0.79 0.74 0.77 0.79 0.69



Octane Number 94 110 115 112 105 100 100



Neat Solubility  (g/100g H20) 0.178 4.8 miscible 1.2 1.2
miscibl



e << 0.01



Solubility into H20 from
Gasoline (g/100g H20) <.01 0.55 5.7b 0.33 0.24 2.5b –



Taste Threshold



in Water (ug/L) 500 20 to 40 – 47 128 – –



Odor Threshold (ppm) 0.5 0.053 49 0.013 0.027 21 –



              a Adapted from USGS.  For a detailed discussion of the solubility in water from gasoline mixture containing 2% oxygen, see p.
2-50 - 2-53 of the National Science and Technology Council. Interagency Assessment of Oxygenated Fuels (June 1997).



b The water solubilities of the alcohols are estimates based on partitioning properties.



Sources:
1 D.L. Conrad, Texaco Research and Development Department, The Impacts of Gasoline Oxygenate Releases to the



Environment -- A Review of the Literature (Port Arthur, Texas, 1995).
2 Donald Mackay, W.Y. Shiu, and K.C. Ma, Illustrated Handbook of Physical-Chemical Properties and Environmental Fate for



Organic Chemicals: Vol. III, Volatile Organic Compounds (Boca Raton, FL:  Lewis Publishers, Inc, 1993) p. 916.
3 Donald Mackay, W.Y. Shiu, and K.C. Ma, Illustrated Handbook of Physical-Chemical Properties and Environmental Fate for



Organic Chemicals: Vol. III, Volatile Organic Compounds (Boca Raton, FL:  Lewis Publishers, Inc, 1993) p. 962.   



Key:



 “ – “ signifies “Not Applicable.” 



g/mol = Grams Per Mole
x0C = Degrees Celsius



mm Hg = Millimeters of Mercury



g/L = Grams Per Liter



g/100g H20 - Grams Per 100 Grams of Water



ug/L = Micrograms Per Liter



ppm = Parts Per Million
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CHAPTER 3.  FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
BLUE RIBBON PANEL



Findings



Based on its review of the issues, the Panel made the following overall findings:



& The distribution, use, and combustion of gasoline poses risks to our environment and
public health.  



& RFG provides considerable air quality improvements and benefits for millions of US
citizens.



& The use of MTBE has raised the issue of the effects of both MTBE alone and MTBE in
gasoline.  This Panel was not constituted to perform an independent comprehensive
health assessment and has chosen to rely on recent reports by a number of state, national,
and international health agencies.  What seems clear, however, is that MTBE, due to its
persistence and mobility in water, is more likely to contaminate ground and surface water
than the other components of gasoline.



& MTBE has been found in a number of water supplies nationwide, primarily causing
consumer odor and taste concerns that have led water suppliers to reduce use of those
supplies. Incidents of MTBE in drinking water supplies at levels well above EPA and
state guidelines and standards have occurred, but are rare.  The Panel believes that the
occurrence of MTBE in drinking water supplies can and should be substantially reduced.



& MTBE is currently an integral component of the U.S. gasoline supply both in terms of
volume and octane.  As such, changes in its use, with the attendant capital construction
and infrastructure modifications, must be implemented with sufficient time, certainty,
and flexibility to maintain the stability of both the complex U. S. fuel supply system and
gasoline prices. 



The following recommendations are intended to be implemented as a single package of actions designed
to simultaneously maintain air quality benefits while enhancing water quality protection and assuring a
stable fuel supply at reasonable cost.  The majority of these recommendations could be implemented by
federal and state environmental agencies without further legislative action, and we would urge their rapid
implementation.  We would, as well, urge all parties to work with Congress to implement those of our
recommendations that require legislative action.



Recommendations to  Enhance Water Protection



Based on its review of the existing federal, state and local programs to protect, treat, and remediate water
supplies, the Blue Ribbon Panel makes the following recommendations to enhance, accelerate, and
expand existing programs to improve protection of drinking water supplies from contamination.  
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Prevention



1. EPA, working with the states, should take the following actions to enhance significantly
the Federal and State Underground Storage Tank programs:



a. Accelerate enforcement of the replacement of existing tank systems to conform
with the federally-required December 22, 1998 deadline for upgrade, including,
at a minimum, moving to have all states prohibit fuel deliveries to non-upgraded
tanks, and adding enforcement and compliance resources to ensure prompt
enforcement action, especially in areas using RFG and Wintertime Oxyfuel.



b. Evaluate the field performance of current system design requirements and
technology and, based on that evaluation, improve system requirements to
minimize leaks/releases, particularly in vulnerable areas (see recommendations
on Wellhead Protection Program in 2. below).



c. Strengthen release detection requirements to enhance early detection,
particularly in vulnerable areas, and to ensure rapid repair and remediation.



d. Require monitoring and reporting of MTBE and other ethers in groundwater at
all UST release sites.



e. Encourage states to require that the proximity to drinking water supplies, and the
potential to impact those supplies, be considered in land-use planning and
permitting decisions for siting of new UST facilities and petroleum pipelines.



f. Implement and/or expand programs to train and license UST system installers
and maintenance personnel.



g. Work with Congress to examine and, if needed, expand the universe of regulated
tanks to include underground and aboveground fuel storage systems that are not
currently regulated yet pose substantial risk to drinking water supplies.



2. EPA should work with its state and local water supply partners to enhance
implementation of the Federal and State Safe Drinking Water Act programs to:



a. Accelerate, particularly in those areas where RFG or Oxygenated Fuel is used,
the assessments of drinking water source protection areas required in Section
1453 of the Safe Drinking Water Act, as amended in 1996.



b. Coordinate the Source Water Assessment program in each state with federal and
state Underground Storage Tank Programs using geographic information and
other advanced data systems to determine the location of drinking water sources
and to identify UST sites within source protection zones.
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c. Accelerate currently-planned implementation of testing for and reporting of
MTBE in public drinking water supplies to occur before 2001.



d. Increase ongoing federal, state, and local efforts in Wellhead Protection Areas
including:



6 enhanced permitting, design, and system installation requirements for
USTs and pipelines in these areas;



6 strengthened efforts to ensure that non-operating USTs are properly
closed;



6 enhanced UST release prevention and detection; and



6 improved inventory management of fuels.



3. EPA should work with states and localities to enhance their efforts to protect lakes and
reservoirs that serve as drinking water supplies by restricting use of recreational water
craft, particularly those with older motors.



4. EPA should work with other federal agencies, the states, and  private sector partners to
implement expanded programs to protect private well users, including, but not limited to:



a. A nationwide assessment of the incidence of contamination of private wells by
components of gasoline as well as by other common contaminants in shallow
groundwater;



b. Broad-based outreach and public education programs for owners and users of
private wells on preventing, detecting, and treating contamination; and



c. Programs to encourage and facilitate regular water quality testing of private
wells.



5. Implement, through public-private partnerships, expanded Public Education programs at
the federal, state, and local levels on the proper handling and disposal of gasoline.



6. Develop and implement an integrated field research program into the groundwater
behavior of gasoline and oxygenates, including:



a. Identifying and initiating research at a population of UST release sites and
nearby drinking water supplies including sites with MTBE, sites with ethanol,
and sites using no oxygenate; and



b. Conducting broader, comparative studies of levels of MTBE, ethanol, benzene,
and other gasoline compounds in drinking water supplies in areas using primarily
MTBE, areas using primarily ethanol, and areas using no or lower levels of
oxygenate.
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Treatment and Remediation



7. EPA should work with Congress to expand resources available for the up-front funding
of the treatment of drinking water supplies contaminated with MTBE and other gasoline
components to ensure that affected supplies can be rapidly treated and returned to
service, or that an alternative water supply can be provided.  This could take a number of
forms, including but not limited to:



a. Enhancing the existing Federal Leaking Underground Storage Tank Trust Fund
by fully appropriating the annual available amount in the Fund, ensuring that
treatment of contaminated drinking water supplies can be funded, and
streamlining the procedures for obtaining funding;



b. Establishing another form of funding mechanism which ties the funding more
directly to the source of contamination; and



c. Encouraging states to consider targeting State Revolving Funds (SRF) to help
accelerate treatment and remediation in high priority areas.



8. Given the different behavior of MTBE in groundwater when compared to other
components of gasoline, states in RFG and Oxyfuel areas should reexamine and enhance
state and federal “triage” procedures for prioritizing remediation efforts at UST sites
based on their proximity to drinking water supplies.



9. Accelerate laboratory and field research, and pilot projects, for the development and
implementation of cost-effective water supply treatment and remediation technology, and
harmonize these efforts with other public/private efforts underway.



Recommendations for Blending Fuel for Clean Air and Water



Based on its review of the current water protection programs, and the likely progress that can be made in
tightening and strengthening those programs by implementing Recommendations 1 - 9 above, the Panel
agreed broadly, although not unanimously, that even enhanced protection programs will not give
adequate assurance that water supplies will be protected, and that changes need to be made to the RFG
program to reduce the amount of MTBE being used, while ensuring that the air quality benefits of RFG,
and fuel supply and price stability, are maintained.



Given the complexity of the national fuel system, the advantages and disadvantages of each of the fuel
blending options the Panel considered (see Appendix A), and the need to maintain the air quality benefits
of the current program, the Panel recommends an integrated package of actions by both Congress and
EPA that should be implemented as quickly as possible.  The key elements of that package, described in
more detail below, are:



& Action agreed to broadly by the Panel to reduce the use of MTBE substantially (with
some members supporting its complete phase-out), and action by Congress to clarify
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federal and state authority to regulate and/or eliminate the use of gasoline additives that
threaten drinking water supplies; 



& Action by Congress to remove the current 2 percent oxygen requirement to ensure that
adequate fuel supplies can be blended in a cost-effective manner while quickly reducing
usage of MTBE; and



& Action by EPA to ensure that there is no loss of current air quality benefits.



The Oxygen Requirement



10. The current Clean Air Act requirement to require 2 percent oxygen, by weight, in RFG
must be removed in order to provide flexibility to blend adequate fuel supplies in a cost-
effective manner while quickly reducing usage of MTBE and maintaining air quality
benefits.



The Panel recognizes that Congress, when adopting the oxygen requirement, sought to
advance several national policy goals (energy security and diversity, agricultural policy,
etc) that are beyond the scope of our expertise and deliberations. 



The Panel further recognizes that if Congress acts on the recommendation to remove the
requirement, Congress will likely seek other legislative mechanisms to fulfill these other
national policy interests.



Maintaining Air Benefits



11. Present toxic emission performance of RFG can be attributed, to some degree, to a 
combination of three primary factors:  (1) mass emission performance requirements; (2)
the use of oxygenates; and (3) a necessary compliance margin with a per gallon standard. 
In Cal RFG, caps on specific components of fuel is an additional factor to which toxics
emission reductions can be attributed.



Outside of California, lifting the oxygen requirement as recommended above may lead to
fuel reformulations that achieve the minimum performance standards required under the
1990 Act, rather than the larger air quality benefits currently observed.  In addition,
changes in the RFG program could have adverse consequences for conventional gasoline
as well.



Within California, lifting the oxygen requirement will result in greater flexibility to
maintain and enhance emission reductions, particularly as California pursues new
formulation requirements for gasoline.  



In order to ensure that there is no loss of current air quality benefits, EPA should seek
appropriate mechanisms for both the RFG Phase II and Conventional Gasoline programs
to define and maintain in RFG II the real world performance observed in RFG Phase I











32 The Panel is aware of the current proposal for further changes to the sulfur levels of gasoline and recognizes
that implementation of any change resulting from the Panel’s recommendations will, of necessity, need to be
coordinated with implementation of these other changes.   However, a majority of the Panel considered the
maintenance of current RFG air quality benefits as separate from any additional benefits that might accrue from the
sulfur changes currently under consideration.



33 Under §211 of the 1990 Clean Air Act, Congress provided EPA with authority to regulate fuel formulation
to improve air quality.  In addition to EPA’s national authority, in §211(c)(4) Congress sought to balance the desire for
maximum uniformity in our nation’s fuel supply with the obligation to empower states to adopt measures necessary to meet
national air quality standards.  Under §211(c)(4), states may adopt regulations on the components of fuel, but must demonstrate
that 1) their proposed regulations are needed to address a violation of the NAAQS and 2) it is not possible to achieve the desired
outcome without such changes.



The Panel recommends that Federal law be amended to clarify EPA and state authority to regulate and/or eliminate
gasoline additives that threaten water supplies. It is expected that this would be done initially on a national level to maintain
uniformity in the fuel supply.  For further action by the states, the granting of such authority should be based upon a similar two
part test:



1) states must demonstrate that their water resources are at risk from MTBE use, above and beyond the risk posed by
other gasoline components  at levels of MTBE use present at the time of the request.



2) states have taken necessary measures to restrict/eliminate the presence of gasoline in the water resource. 
To maximize the uniformity with which any changes are implemented and minimize impacts on cost and
fuel supply, the Panel recommends that EPA establish criteria for state waiver requests including but not
limited to:  



a. Water quality metrics necessary to demonstrate the risk to water resources and air quality metrics
to ensure no loss of benefits from the federal RFG program.



b. Compliance with federal requirements to prevent leaking and spilling of gasoline.
c. Programs for remediation and response.
d. A consistent schedule for state demonstrations, EPA review, and any resulting regulation of the



volume of gasoline components in order to minimize disruption to the fuel supply system.
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while preventing deterioration of the current air quality performance of conventional
gasoline.32



There are several possible mechanisms to accomplish this.  One obvious way is to
enhance the mass-based performance requirements currently used in the program.  At the
same time, the Panel recognizes that the different exhaust components pose differential
risks to public health due in large degree to their variable potency.  The Panel urges EPA
to explore and implement mechanisms to achieve equivalent or improved public health
results that focus on reducing those compounds that pose the greatest risk.



Reducing the Use of MTBE



12. The Panel agreed broadly that, in order to minimize current and future threats to drinking
water, the use of MTBE should be reduced substantially. Several members believed that
the use of MTBE should be phased out completely. The Panel recommends that
Congress act quickly to clarify federal and state authority to regulate and/or eliminate the
use of  gasoline additives that pose a threat to drinking water supplies.33











34 Although a rapid, substantial reduction will require removal of the oxygen requirement, EPA should, in
order to enable initial reductions to occur as soon as possible, review administrative flexibility under existing law to
allow refiners who desire to make reductions to begin doing so.
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Initial efforts to reduce should begin immediately, with substantial reductions to begin as
soon as Recommendation 10 above - the removal of the 2 percent oxygen requirement -
is implemented34.  Accomplishing any such major change in the gasoline supply without
disruptions to fuel supply and price will require adequate lead time - up to 4 years if the
use of MTBE is eliminated, sooner in the case of a substantial reduction (e.g. returning
to historical levels of MTBE use). 



The Panel recommends, as well, that any reduction should be designed so as to not result
in an increase in MTBE use in Conventional Gasoline areas.



13. The other ethers (e.g. ETBE, TAME, and DIPE) have been less widely used and less
widely studied than MTBE.  To the extent that they have been studied, they appear to
have similar, but not identical, chemical and hydrogeologic characteristics.  The Panel
recommends accelerated study of the health effects and groundwater characteristics of
these compounds before they are allowed to be placed in widespread use. 



In addition, EPA and others should accelerate ongoing research efforts into the
inhalation and ingestion health effects, air emission transformation byproducts, and
environmental behavior of all oxygenates and other components likely to increase in the
absence of MTBE. This should include research on ethanol, alkylates, and aromatics, as
well as of gasoline compositions containing those components.



14. To ensure that any reduction is adequate to protect water supplies, the Panel recommends
that EPA, in conjunction with USGS, the Departments of Agriculture and Energy,
industry, and water suppliers, should move quickly to:



a. Conduct short-term modeling analyses and other research based on existing data
to estimate current and likely future threats of contamination;



b. Establish routine systems to collect and publish, at least annually, all available
monitoring data on:



6 use of MTBE, other ethers, and Ethanol; 



6 levels of MTBE, Ethanol, and petroleum hydrocarbons found in ground,
surface and drinking water;



6 trends in detections and levels of MTBE, Ethanol, and petroleum
hydrocarbons in ground and drinking water; 



c. Identify and begin to collect additional data necessary to adequately assess the
current and potential future state of contamination.



The Wintertime Oxyfuel Program
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The Wintertime Oxyfuel Program continues to provide a means for some areas of the country to
come into, or maintain, compliance with the Carbon Monoxide standard. Only a few
metropolitan areas continue to use MTBE in this program. In most areas today, ethanol can and
is meeting these wintertime needs for oxygen without raising volatility concerns given the
season.



15. The Panel recommends that the Wintertime Oxyfuel program be continued (a) for as
long as it provides a useful compliance and/or maintenance tool for the affected states
and metropolitan areas, and (b) assuming that the clarification of state and federal
authority described above is enacted to enable states, where necessary, to regulate and/or
eliminate the use of gasoline additives that threaten drinking water supplies.



Recommendations for Evaluating and Learning From Experience



The introduction of reformulated gasoline has had substantial air quality benefits, but has at the same
time raised significant issues about the questions that should be asked before widespread introduction of
a new, broadly-used product. The unanticipated effects of RFG on groundwater highlight the importance
of exploring the potential for adverse effects in all media (air, soil, and water), and on human and
ecosystem health, before widespread introduction of any new, broadly-used, product.



16. In order to prevent future such incidents, and to evaluate of the effectiveness and the
impacts of the RFG program, EPA should:



a. Conduct a full, multi-media assessment (of effects on air, soil, and water) of any
major new additive to gasoline prior to its introduction;



b. Establish routine and statistically valid methods for assessing the actual
composition of RFG and its air quality benefits, including the development, to
the maximum extent possible, of field monitoring and emissions characterization
techniques to assess “real world” effects of different blends on emissions;



c. Establish a routine process, perhaps as a part of the Annual Air Quality trends
reporting process, for reporting on the air quality results from the RFG program;
and



& Build on existing public health surveillance systems to measure the broader
impact (both beneficial and adverse) of changes in gasoline formulations on
public health and the environment.
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Appendix A



In reviewing the RFG program, the Panel identified three main options (MTBE and other ethers, ethanol,
and a combination of alkylates and aromatics) for blending to meet air quality requirements.  They
identified strength and weaknesses of each option:



MTBE/other ethers A cost-effective fuel blending component that provides high octane, carbon
monoxide and exhaust VOCs emissions benefits, and appears to contribute to
reduction of the use of aromatics with related toxics and other air quality
benefits; has high solubility and low biodegradability in groundwater, leading to
increased detections in drinking water, particularly in high MTBE use areas. 
Other ethers, such as ETBE, appear to have similar, but not identical, behavior in
water, suggesting that more needs to be learned before widespread use.



Ethanol An effective fuel-blending component, made from domestic grain and potentially from
recycled biomass, that provides high octane, carbon monoxide emission benefits, and
appears to contribute to reduction of the use of aromatics with related toxics and other
air quality benefits; can be blended to maintain low fuel volatility; could raise possibility
of increased ozone precursor emissions as a result of commingling in gas tanks if ethanol
is not present in a majority of fuels; is produced currently primarily in Midwest,
requiring enhancement of infrastructure to meet broader demand; because of high
biodegradability, may retard biodegradation and increase movement of benzene and
other hydrocarbons around leaking tanks.



Blends of Alkylates Effective fuel blending components made from crude oil; alkylates



and Aromatics provide lower octane than oxygenates;  increased use of aromatics will likely
result in higher air toxics emissions than current RFG; would require
enhancement of infrastructure to meet increased demand; have groundwater
characteristics similar, but not identical, to other components of gasoline (i.e.
low solubility and intermediate biodegradability).











92



CHAPTER 4.  DISSENTING OPINIONS



State of Nebraska, Nebraska Ethanol Board



Oxygen Standard Should Be Maintained
Insufficient Evidence to Support Recommendation to Remove Oxygen Standard



Blue Ribbon Panel Dissenting Opinion
Submitted for the Record By



Todd C. Sneller, Panel Member



In its report regarding the use of oxygenates in gasoline, a majority of the Blue Ribbon Panel on
Oxygenates in Gasoline (BRP) has based its recommendation to support removal of the oxygen standard
on several conclusions which I believe to be inaccurate: 



1). That aromatics can be used as a safe and effective replacement for oxygenates without
resulting in deterioration in VOC and air toxic emissions.  In fact, a review of the legislative
history behind the passage of the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 clearly shows that Congress
found the increased use of aromatics to be harmful to human health and intended that their use in
gasoline be reduced as much as technically feasible.



2).  That oxygenates fail to provide overwhelming air quality benefits associated with their
required use in gasoline.  The BRP recommendations do not accurately reflect the benefits
provided by the use of oxygenates in reformulated gasoline.  Congress correctly saw a minimum
oxygenate requirement as a cost effective means to both reduce levels of harmful aromatics and
help rid the air we breathe of harmful pollutants.



3).   That the BRP recommendation to urge removal of the oxygen standard does not fully take
into account other public policy objectives specifically identified during Congressional debate on
the 1990 CAAA.  While projected benefits related to public health were a focal point during the
debate in 1990, energy security, national security, the environment and economic impacts of the
Amendments were clearly part of the rationale for adopting such amendments.  It is my belief that
the rationale behind adoption of the Amendments in 1990 is equally valid, if not more so, today.



As Congress debated the Reformulated Gasoline (RFG) provisions of the Clean Air Act Amendments of
1990, it became clear that aromatics (e.g. benzene, xylene, and toluene) added to gasoline were extremely
toxic, and lead to the further deterioration of U.S. air quality.  To specifically reduce aromatic levels in
RFG – and help remove harmful air toxics from the air – an overwhelming bi-partisan majority of
Congress specifically required the addition of cleaner burning oxygenates to gasoline.  As stated in the
record, a primary purpose behind the addition of oxygenates to gasoline was the reduction in carbon
monoxide emissions in winter, ozone formation in summer, and air toxic emissions year-round.



Recognizing the harmful effects increased aromatic use has on public health, Senate Democratic Leader
Tom Daschle (D-SD), a primary sponsor of the RFG provision, said on March 29, 1990;
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“The primary aromatics used in gasoline are benzene, toluene and xylene, all of which
are EPA-listed hazardous chemicals.  The amount of benzene emitted from the tailpipe is
directly related to the amount of benzene found in gasoline.  However, a gasoline can
have no benzene and still produce benzene exhaust because of the chemical
transformation that toluene and xylene undergo during the combustion process.”…” The
most significant single step that can be taken to improve urban air quality is to limit
aromatic content in gasoline.”  (Emphasis added)



Echoing that Congressional sentiment, Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA) said;



“The aromatic hydrocarbons in gasoline include benzene, toluene, and xylene.  Benzene
is a known carcinogen, one of the worst air toxics.  Eighty-five percent of all benzene in
the air we breathe comes from motor vehicle exhaust.  Xylene, another aromatic, is
highly photoreactive – meaning that it forms ozone very rapidly in sunlight. Xylene from
automobile exhaust in the morning rush hour forms ozone in sunlight to choke our lungs
by the afternoon trip home.  Toluene, another aromatic, usually forms benzene during the
combustion process, and thus becomes carcinogenic along with benzene in the gasoline.
Today, about 33 percent of gasoline is composed of aromatics by volume… Worse yet,
the aromatics tend to reduce the effectiveness of catalytic converters….By reducing the
amount of aromatics by volume, you substantially reduce the amount of carbon
monoxide, hydrocarbons, and nitrogen oxide emitted into the atmosphere…Fortunately,
there are other choices than aromatics to maintain octane level in gasoline.  Guess what
they are?  The oxygenated fuel additives.” 



“…Fuels high in aromatics cause deposits in the combustion chamber interfering with
combustion and increasing emissions.  Aromatics have higher carbon content than the
rest of gasoline, so gasoline high in aromatics contributes more to global warming. 
Aromatics were only about 20 percent of fuel in 1970, but percentages have increased
substantially because the aromatics have been used to replace the octane that was lost as
a result of the lead phase-down.”  (emphasis added)



The refining industry has informed the BRP that it will, in fact, increase use of aromatics in gasoline if
the oxygenate provisions of the RFG program are removed. The BRP recommendations further state that,
in most instances, oxygenates can be “effectively” replaced by aromatics.  This position is directly
counter to the vast weight of evidence on the harmful effects of aromatics and the positive air quality
effects of oxygenates.  Further, it is in direct conflict with the clear intent of Congress to improve U.S. air
quality by restricting use of aromatics.



The BRP has not heard evidence supporting the “safe and effective” use of increased levels of aromatics
in gasoline.  In fact, according to evidence presented to the BRP on March 1-2, 1999, by William J. Piel,
Technical Director of the Clean Fuels Development Coalition (CFDC), increased use of aromatics will
lead directly to increases in air toxic emissions, exhaust VOC emissions, combustion chamber deposits,
carbon monoxide emissions, and worsen fuel factors contributing to vehicle performance (i.e. the
driveability index).  Use of aromatics will also increase VOC emissions at both stationary and mobile
sources.



In fact, the BRP majority’s apparent willingness to accept higher aromatic levels runs directly counter to
Congressional intent.  In his October 27, 1990 statement in support of the CAAA Conference report,
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Senate Environment and Public Works Committee member David Durenberger stated that the
performance standard for post-2000 RFG should logically lead to a 25 percent or lower cap on aromatics.



According to Durenberger;



“The so-called formula gasoline which contains a cap on benzene at one percent and a
cap on aromatics at 25 percent should achieve substantial reductions in the aggregate
amounts of the five [toxic] pollutants…After the year 2000, the situation is different
because the Administrator is to choose the performance standard for toxics which
reflects the maximum reduction in toxic emissions that is feasible taking cost into
account.  The formula gasoline may well achieve a reduction in toxics which exceeds 20
percent, and if so, whatever it does achieve would be a floor for the performance
standards after the year 2000 (emphasis added).  In this Senator’s view, controls on
benzene and aromatics more stringent than those in the formula gasoline are certainly
feasible…The performance standards and the formula stated explicitly in the legislation
are only minimum requirements.” 



As a Nebraska state official and Panel member, I find it troubling that the majority of the BRP members
have chosen to ignore such evidence -- as well as the clear intent of Congress -- in its recommendation to
remove the oxygenate standard from RFG.  It also concerns me that the BRP recommendation regarding
the oxygenate standard will likely lead directly to the increased use of aromatics – compounds
universally condemned for their harmful effects on air quality. 



Finally, the legislative history clearly shows that Congress specifically required the use of oxygenates in
gasoline for other important public policy goals: national energy security through the reduction in oil
imports; and, stimulating domestically produced renewable fuels made from agricultural products.  



As Sen. Harkin stated;



“[Use of oxygenates] will reduce our health care costs.  We can have reduced farm
support costs.  And reduced oil imports.  By lowering reformer severity and aromatics
content as a means of achieving octane, and replacing it with high octane oxygenates,
you conserve large quantities of oil in two ways – first, savings in gasoline because of
the lower severity of the refining operation of the base gasoline; and second, straight
physical displacement of gasoline by oxygenates.  This amendment will save millions of
barrels of oil every year.” 



And in a May 2, 1990 “Dear Colleague” letter, Representatives Bill Richardson (now Energy Secretary)
and Ed Madigan urged their colleagues to support the House version of the Daschle-Dole RFG provision. 
They wrote;



“Cleaner gasoline also slashes foreign imports.  Today’s gasoline relies on imported
aromatic compounds.  When we replace these compounds with domestically produced
alcohols and ethers made from corn, wheat, barley and other crops, we shift trade from
OPEC to our farmers.  According to the GAO, this new market could save taxpayers over
$1.2 billion that is now spent annually on farm price supports.”   
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These and other references make it clear that Congress thoughtfully considered and debated the benefits
of reducing aromatics and requiring the use of oxygenates in RFG.  Based on the weight of evidence
presented to the BRP, I remain convinced that maintenance of the oxygenate standard is necessary to
ensure cleaner air and a healthier environment.  I am also convinced that water quality must be better
protected through significant improvements to gasoline storage tanks and containment facilities. 
Therefore, because it is directly counter to the weight of the vast majority of scientific and technical
evidence and the clear intent of Congress, I must respectfully disagree with the BRP
recommendation that the oxygenate provisions of the RFG Program be removed.  I also request that
the final report from the BRP include a recommendation to place a cap on the use of aromatics in
gasoline at 25 percent by volume, in keeping with the Panel’s commitment to preserve air quality
improvements.



Todd Sneller serves as Administrator of the Nebraska Ethanol Board, a state agency.  He is the past
chairman of the Clean Fuels Development Coalition, and currently serves as the Nebraska
representative of the 22 state Governors’ Ethanol Coalition.  Mr. Sneller was appointed to the EPA
Blue Ribbon Panel in December 1998.
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Lyondell Chemical Company's Dissenting Report



Summary



While the Panel is to be commended on a number of good recommendations to improve the current
underground storage tank regulations and reduce the improper use of gasoline, the Panel’s
recommendations to limit the use of MTBE are not justified. 



Unfortunately, there appears to be an emotional rush to judgement regarding the use of MTBE.  The
recommendation to reduce the use of MTBE substantially is unwarranted for the following four reasons:



Firstly, the Panel was charged to review public health effects posed by the use of oxygenates, particularly
with respect to water contamination.  The Panel did not identify any increased public health risk
associated with MTBE use in gasoline.



Secondly, no quantifiable evidence was provided to show the environmental risk to drinking water from
leaking underground storage tanks (LUST) will not be reduced to manageable levels once the 1998
LUST regulations are fully implemented and enforced.  The water contamination data relied upon by the
Panel is largely misleading because it predates the implementation of the LUST regulations.



Thirdly, the recommendations will not preserve the air quality benefits achieved with oxygenate use in
the existing RFG program. The air quality benefits achieved by the RFG program will be degraded
because they fall outside the control of EPA's Complex Model used for RFG regulations and because the
alternatives do not match all of MTBE's emission and gasoline quality improvements. 



Lastly, the Panel's recommendation options depend upon the use of alternatives that have not been
adequately studied for air quality and health risk impacts.  These alternatives will also impose an
unnecessary additional cost of 1 to 3 billion dollars per year (3 – 7 c/gal. RFG) on consumers and society
without quantifiable offsetting social benefits or avoided costs with respect to water quality in the future.



Discussion of Issues



No increase in public health risk associated with the use of MTBE has been identified.



Based on the Panel's review of the available health studies, the Panel did not identify any increased
health risk associated with MTBE's normal use in gasoline and the Panel's review is best summarized by
the following paragraph from the Issue Summary E, “Comparing the Fuel Additives.”
 
“In terms of neurotoxicity and reproductive effects, inhalation toxicity testing to date generally has not
shown MTBE to be any more toxic than other components of gasoline.  At very high doses, MTBE has
caused tumors in two species of rat and one species of mouse at a variety of sites; it is uncertain,
however, whether these effects can be extrapolated to humans.  The International Agency for Research
on Cancer (IARC) and the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) have indicated
that at this time there are not adequate data to consider MTBE a probable or known human carcinogen."











35 Sausville, Paul, Dale Marx and Steve Crimaudo:  A Preliminary State Survey with Estimates based on a
Survey of 17 State databases of early 1999.  ASTSWMO UST Task Force, 11th Annual EPA UST/LUST National
Conference, March 15–17, 1999.  Daytona Beach, Florida.



36 Keller, Arturo, et. al.  Health & Environmental Assessment of MTBE, Report to the Governor and
Legislature of the State of California as Sponsored by SB 521.   November 1998.



37 "Overview of Fuel Oxygenate Development", William J. Piel For Lyondell Chemical Co., Presentation to
the EPA's Blue Ribbon Panel, January 22, Arlington, VA.



97



No quantifiable evidence has been provided to show that full compliance with the 1998 LUST
regulations will not achieve its purpose of substantially reducing the release of gasoline, and
thereby MTBE, from UST systems today and in the future.



The Panel states that enhanced UST programs will not give adequate assurance that water supplies will
be protected.  However, this statement is made without any quantifiable analysis or support.  The facts
are that most MTBE detects are very low level concentrations and have occurred prior to UST systems
being upgraded to meet the 1998 deadlines.  The MTBE detection data presented to the Panel by the
USGS was collected between 1988 and 1998 when most UST systems were still out of compliance.  In
addition, data summarized by the Association of State and Territorial Solid Waste Management Officials
(ASTSWMO) shows that less than 50 percent of all UST’s were in compliance prior to 1998 and that as
recent as 1996 only 30 percent were in compliance.35  Therefore, the detection data reflects a time period
before most of the underground tanks were upgraded. 



In addition, the risk of drinking water contamination by MTBE and other gasoline constituents has been
greatly reduced with the onset of LUST regulation compliance.  The UC Davis study36 which was
presented to the PANEL estimates that tank failure rates (leak occurrences) decrease by over 95 percent
(from 2.6 percent failures per year for non-upgraded tanks to 0.07 percent per year for upgraded tanks)
once UST systems are upgraded to meet the current LUST regulations. Also, with the required
installation of early leak detection monitoring, the time between when a leak occurs and when it is
detected will now be significantly reduced.  As a result, the amount of gasoline released from a new
leaking site before it has been remediated is substantially minimized.  Both of these effects combined
should lead to substantial reductions (orders of magnitude) in the amount of gasoline and MTBE that
escapes undetected from the UST population which therefore makes it a much more manageable situation
for protecting drinking water supplies.



The recommendations fail to recognize the full emission benefits from using MTBE and oxygenates
in RFG, and that the alternatives do not equal the emission reductions and combustion enhancing
blending properties of MTBE in gasoline.   Therefore, a reduction in MTBE use will result in a net
loss in air quality.



Although the Panel was charged with "examining the role of oxygenates in meeting the nation's goal of
clean air" and "evaluating each product's efficiency in providing clean air benefits and the existence of
alternatives," the Panel did not identify and quantify all the emission benefits realized when oxygenates
are used to make cleaner burning and low polluting gasolines.  Neither was the Panel able to identify
combinations of alternatives that could match both the emission reductions and the combustion
enhancing blending properties of MTBE in gasoline.  The Panel did not recognize the fact that the simple
use of oxygenates along with a vapor pressure reduction were the only requirements used to achieve the
ozone precursor reduction goals in the first three years of a very successful RFG program.37  Since all
other alternatives have one or more inferior properties as compared to MTBE in gasoline, it would be
difficult if not nearly impossible to achieve the same real air quality efficiency provided by MTBE.  And











38 "Staff Report:  Proposed Amendments to the California Regulation Requiring Deposit Control Additives in
the Motor Vehicle Gasoline” Calif. Environ. Protection Agency, Air Resources Board, Aug 7, 1998; "Benefits of
the Federal RFG Program And Clean Burning Fuels with Oxygenates", William J. Piel of Lyondell Chemical Co.,
Presentation to EPA Blue Ribbon Panel, March 1, 1999, Boston.
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since sulfur reductions are also expected to occur under other fuel regulations, it would be a double-
accounting of emissions benefits if sulfur reductions in RFG are to be used to compensate or make-up for
any increase of emissions resulting from reduced oxygenate use in RFG.



Beyond reducing VOC's, NOx and toxics, improving gasoline properties through the use of oxygenates
reduce many other vehicles pollutants such as CO (carbon monoxide), PM (particulate matter) and CO2
(carbon dioxide) as well as the ozone reactivity of VOC's.  Also, gasoline property changes associated
with oxygenate use in RFG provide additional emission reductions of VOC, NOx, toxics and CO (an
ozone precursor) over the life of the vehicle by lowering combustion chamber deposits and therefore the
vehicle's emissions deterioration rates over time.  Since none of these additional emission reductions are
reflected or controlled in EPA's Complex Emissions Model used for RFG, reducing MTBE in RFG will
result in a loss of these extra emission benefits.38  



Unfortunately, the Panel recommendations limit themselves to only meeting the regulatory requirements
established in EPA's existing RFG rules and did not focus on capturing all the real world emission
benefits associated with MTBE's use in RFG.  Though the Panel recommends reducing the use of
oxygenates in RFG, they failed to explain how equivalent air quality is to be maintained when the only
identifiable fuel alternatives cannot match all of MTBE's emission reductions and combustion enhancing
blending properties in gasoline.  Therefore, replacing MTBE with the alternatives under the current
recommendations will contribute to a net loss in air quality with regards to Peak Ozone levels, PM, toxics
and CO2 (greenhouse gas) in addition to higher costs.



Alternatives have not been adequately studied for their health risk impacts, availability or their
cost effectiveness in RFG 



From a scientific, policy, and political perspective, no one should rush to judgement on MTBE without a
thorough evaluation of the alternatives.  The Panel cannot afford to be wrong about MTBE's benefits or
deficiencies.  As a matter of sound public policy, any alternative needs to be held up to the same rigorous
examination as MTBE, while adhering to the following criteria. 



& To assure the public that any alternative will produce the same real air quality benefits as MTBE.



& That any alternative will be abundantly and economically available.



& That any alternative will not be a probable or known human carcinogen nor increase the risks to
human health.



These criteria are consistent with the Panel's recommendation to investigate more fully any major new
additives to gasoline prior to its introduction and therefore should equally apply to the alternatives
already identified by the Panel, namely Ethanol, Alkylates, and Aromatics.  The expanded use of these
alternatives should not occur without a more rigorous analysis of the impacts on health, air quality, and
water quality as well as their availability and costs.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS



ACRONYMS



AQMD Air Quality Management District
AS Air Sparging
AST Aboveground Storage Tank
ASTM American Society for Testing & Material
AWWARF American Water Works Association Research Foundation
BTEX Benzene, Toluene, Ethylbenzene, and Xylene
Btu British Thermal Unit
CAA Clean Air Act
CAAA Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990
CAFÉ Corporate Average Fuel Economy
CalEPA California Environmental Protection Agency
CARB California Air Resources Board
CaRFG California Reformulated Gasoline
CEC California Energy Commission
CG Conventional Gasoline
CIIT Chemical Industry Institute of Toxicology
CO Carbon Monoxide
CO2 Carbon Dioxide
CWSRF Clean Water State Revolving Fund
DIPE Di-isopropyl Ether
DOE U.S. Department of Energy
DOT U.S. Department of Transportation
DWSRF Drinking Water State Revolving Fund
EIA U.S. Energy Information Administration
EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
EPACT Energy Policy Act of 1992
ETBE Ethyl Tertiary Butyl Ether
E10 10% Ethanol/90% Gasoline by volume
FCC Fluid Catalytic Cracked
HC Hydrocarbons
HEI Health Effects Institute
IARC International Agency for Research on Cancer
ILEV Inherently Low Emission Vehicle
LEV Low Emission Vehicle
LLNL Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tank
MNA Monitored Natural Attenuation
MTBE Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether
NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards
NAPL Non-Aqueous Phase Liquid
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NAWQA National Water Quality Assessment Program
NESCAUM Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management
NMOG Non-Methane Organic Gases
NOx Oxides of Nitrogen
NRC National Research Council
OMS U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Mobile Sources
OSTP White House Office of Science and Technology
OUST U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Underground Storage Tanks
OXY Winter Oxyfuel Program
PADD Petroleum Administration for Defense Districts
PAN Peroxyacetyl Nitrate
PM Particulate Matter
POM Polycyclic Organic Matter
ppb Parts Per Billion
ppm Parts Per Million
psi Pounds Per Square Inch (pressure)
RBCA Risk-Based Corrective Action
RFG Reformulated Gasoline
RVP Reid Vapor Pressure
SDWA Safe Drinking Water Act
SIP State Implementation Plan
SPCC Spill Control and Counter Control 
SULEV Super Ultra Low Emission Vehicle
SVE Soil Vapor Extraction
TAME Tertiary Amyl Methyl Ether
TBA Tertiary Butyl Alcohol
TLEV Transitional Low Emission Vehicle
ULEV Ultra Low Emission Vehicle
USDA U.S. Department of Agriculture
U.S. EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
USGS United States Geological Survey
T50 50% Distillation Temperature
T90 90% Distillation Temperature
UST Underground Storage Tank
VOC Volatile Organic Compound
ZEV Zero Emission Vehicle











113



TERMS



Additives:  Chemicals added to fuel to improve and maintain fuel quality.  Detergents and corrosion
inhibitors are examples of gasoline additives.



Air Toxics :  Toxic air pollutants defined under Title II of the CAA, including benzene, formaldehyde,
acetaldehyde, 1.3 butadiene, and polycyclic organic matter (POM).  Benzene is a constituent of
motor vehicle exhaust, evaporative, and refueling emissions.  The other compounds are exhaust
pollutants.



Alcohols:  Organic compounds that are distinguished from hydrocarbons by the inclusion of a hydroxl
group.  The two simplest alcohols are methanol and ethanol.



Aldehydes:  A class of organic compounds derived by removing the hydrogen atoms from an alcohol. 
Aldehydes can be produced from the oxidation of an alcohol.



Alkanes:  See Paraffins.



Alkylate :  The product of an alkylation reaction.  It usually refers to the high octane product from
alkylation units.  This alkylate is used in blending high octane gasoline.



Aromatics:  Hydrocarbons based on the ringed six-carbon benzene series or related organic groups. 
Benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylene are the principal aromatics, commonly referred to as
the BTEX group.  They represent one of the heaviest fractions in gasoline.



Attenuation:  The reduction or lessening in amount (e.g., a reduction in the amount of contaminants in a
plume as it migrates away from the source).  Attenuation occurs as a result of in-situ processes
(including biodegradation, dispersion, dilution, sorption, volatilization), and chemical or
biological stabilization, transformation, or destruction of contaminants.



Benzene:  Benzene is a six-carbon aromatic that is common gasoline component.  Benzene has been
identified as toxic and is a known carcinogen.



Biodegradation:  A process by which microbial organisms transform or alter (through metabolic or
enzymatic action) the structure of chemicals introduced into the environment.



Biomass:  Renewable organic matter, such as agricultural crops, crop-waste residues, wood, animal and
municipal wastes, aquatic plants, or fungal growth, used for the production of energy.



British Thermal Unit (Btu) :  A standard unit for measuring heat energy.  One Btu represents the
amount of heat required to raise one pound of water one degree Fahrenheit (at sea level).



Butane:  An easily liquefied gas recovered from natural gas.  Used as a low-volatility component of
motor gasoline, processed further for a high-octane gasoline component, used in LPG for
domestic and industrial applications, and used as a raw material for petrochemical synthesis.
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Butyl Alcohol :  Alcohol derived from butane that is used in organic synthesis and as a solvent.



CAA :  The original Clean Air Act was signed in 1963, setting emissions standards for stationary sources. 
The CAA was amended several times, most recently in 1990.  The Amendments of 1970
introduced motor vehicle emission standards.  Criteria pollutants included lead, ozone, CO, SO2,
NOX, and PM, as well as air toxics.  In 1990, reformulated gasoline (RFG) and oxygenated
gasoline (OXY) provisions were added.  The RFG provision requires use of RFG all year in
certain areas.  The OXY provision requires the use of oxygenated gasoline during certain
months, when CO and ozone pollution are most serious.  The regulations also require certain
fleet operators to use clean-fuel vehicles in 22 cities.



California Low Emissions Vehicle Program:  State requirement for automakers to produce vehicles
with fewer emissions than current EPA standards.  The five categories of the Program, from least
to most stringent are as follows:  TLEV; LEV; ULEV; SULEV; and ZEV.



Carcinogens:  Chemicals and other substances known to cause cancer.



Distillation Curve :  The percentages of gasoline that evaporate at various temperatures.  The distillation
curve is an important indicator for fuel standards such as volatility (vaporization).



Ethanol:  Can be produced chemically from ethylene or biologically from the fermentation of various
sugars or from carbohydrates found in agricultural crops and cellulosic residues from crops or
wood.  Ethanol is used in the United States as a gasoline octane enhancer and oxygenate.  It
increases octane 2.5 to 3.0 numbers at 10 percent concentration.  Ethanol also can be used in
higher concentrations in alternative-fuel vehicles optimized for its use.



Ethers:  A family of organic compounds composed of carbon, hydrogen, and oxygen.  Ether molecules
consist of two alkyl groups linked to one oxygen atom.  Light ethers such as ETBE, MTBE,
TAME, and DIPE have desirable properties as gasoline blendstocks and are used as oxygenates
in gasoline.



Ethyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (ETBE) :  An aliphatic ether similar to MTBE.  This fuel oxygenate is
manufactured by reacting isobutylene with ethanol.  Having high octane and low volatility
characteristics, ETBE can be added to gasoline up to a level of approximately 17 percent by
volume. 



E10:  Ethanol/gasoline mixture containing 10 percent denatured ethanol and 90 percent gasoline, by
volume.



Evaporative Emissions:  Hydrocarbon vapors that escape from a fuel storage tank, a vehicle fuel tank,
or vehicle fuel system.



Exhaust Emissions:  Materials that enter the atmosphere through the exhaust, or tailpipe, of a vehicle. 
Exhaust emissions include carbon dioxide (and water vapor), carbon monoxide, unburned fuel,
products of incomplete combustion, fuel contaminants, and the combustion products of
lubricating oils.
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Feedstock:  Any material converted to another form of fuel or energy product.  



Fungible:  A term used within the oil refining industry to denote products that are suitable for
transmission by pipeline.



Ground Water :  The water contained in the pore spaces of saturated geologic media.  Ground water can
be confined by overlying less permeable strata (confined aquifer) or open to the atmosphere
(water table or unconfined aquifers). 



In-situ :  In its original place; unmoved; unexcavated; remaining in the subsurface.



Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (MTBE) :  An ether manufactured by reacting methanol and isobutylene. 
The resulting ether has high octane and low volatility.  MTBE is a fuel oxygenate and is
permitted in unleaded gasoline up to a level of 15 percent by volume.



National Ambient Air Quality Standards :  Ambient standards for criteria air pollutants specifically
regulated under the CAA.  These pollutants include ozone, particulate matter, carbon monoxide,
nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide, and lead.



Neat Fuel:  Fuel that is free from admixture or dilution with other fuels.



Neat Alcohol Fuel:  Straight or 100 percent alcohol (not blended with gasoline), usually in the form of
either ethanol or methanol.



Nonattainment Area:  A region, determined by population density in accordance with the U.S. Census
Bureau, which exceeds minimum acceptable NAAQS for one or more “criteria pollutants.”  Such
areas are required to seek modifications to their State Implementation Plans (SIPs), setting forth
a reasonable timetable using EPA-approved means to achieve attainment of NAAQS for these
criteria pollutants by a certain date.  Under the CAA, if a nonattainment area fails to attain
NAAQS, EPA may superimpose a FIP with stricter requirements or impose fines, construction
bans, cutoffs in Federal grant revenues, etc., until the area achieves the applicable NAAQS.



Octane Enhancer:  Any substance such as MTBE, ETBE, toluene, xylene and alkylates that is added to
gasoline to increase octane and reduce engine knock.



Oxyfuel Program:  Nonattainment areas for carbon monoxide are required to use oxygenated fuel
during the winter season.



Oxygenate:  A term used in the petroleum industry to denote fuel additives containing hydrogen, carbon,
and oxygen in their molecular structure.  Includes ethers such as MTBE and ETBE and alcohols
such as ethanol and methanol.



Oxygenated Gasoline:  Gasoline containing an oxygenate such as MTBE or ethanol.  The increased
oxygen content may promote more complete combustion, thereby reducing tailpipe emissions of
CO.











116



Paraffins:  Also referred to as Alkanes, a group of chain saturated aliphatic hydrocarbons, including
methane, ethane, propane, butane, and alkanes (not including cycloalkanes).  



Particulate Matter (PM) :  A generic term for a broad class of chemically and physically diverse
substances that exist as discrete particles (liquid droplets or solids) over a wide range of sizes; a
NAAQS pollutant.



Recalcitrant:  Unreactive, nondegradable; refractory.  Slowly degraded compounds.



Reformulated Gasoline (RFG):  Gasolines that have had their compositions and/or characteristics
altered to reduce vehicular emissions of pollutants, particularly pursuant to EPA regulations
under the CAA.



Reid Vapor Pressure (RVP):  A standard measurement of a liquid’s vapor pressure in psi at 100 degrees
Fahrenheit.  It is an indication of the propensity of the liquid to evaporate.



State Implementation Plan (SIP):  Plan that a state must submit to EPA under the CAA to demonstrate
compliance to NAAQS.



Tertiary Amyl Methyl Ether (TAME) :  An ether based on reaction of C5 olefins and methanol.



Toluene:  Basic aromatic compound derived from petroleum and used to increase octane.  A
hydrocarbon commonly purchased for use in increasing octane.



Toxic Emission:  Any pollutant emitted from a source that can negatively affect human health or the
environment.



Toxics:  Pollutants defined by the CAAA, including benzene, formaldehyde, acetaldehyde, 1,3 butadiene,
and polycyclic organic material.  Benzene is emitted both in exhaust and evaporative emissions;
the other compounds are exhaust emissions.



Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs):  Reactive gases released during combustion or evaporation of
fuel and regulated by EPA.  VOCs react with NOX in the presence of sunlight and form ozone.



Volatilization :  The process of transfer of a chemical from the aqueous or liquid phase to the gas phase. 
Solubility, molecular weight, vapor pressure, mixing of the liquid, and the nature of the gas-
liquid interface affect the rate of volatilization.



Vapor Pressure or Volatility:  The tendency of a liquid to pass into the vapor state at a given
temperature.  With automotive fuels, volatility is determined by measuring RVP. 



Wellhead:  The area immediately surrounding the top of a well, or the top of the well casing.



Wellhead Protection Area: The recharge area surrounding a drinking water well or wellfield, which is
protected to prevent contamination of a well.
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			U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
      			Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (MTBE)
      







   





			Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water (OGWDW)
      			MTBE In Drinking Water
         


			Drinking Water Contaminant Candidate List
         


			Setting Standards for Safe Drinking Water
         


			Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule
      








   





			Office of Research & Development (ORD)
   			National Risk Management Research Laboratory (NRMRL)
         			NRMRL MTBE/Oxygenates
         






      


			National Center for Environmental Assessment (NCEA)
         			MTBE/Oxygenates
         






   








   





			Office of Transportation and Air Quality (OTAQ)
(formerly the Office of Mobile Sources)
      			Methyl Tertiary-Butyl Ether (MTBE)
         


			Fuels
         


			Fact Sheets on Fuel Issues
         


			Oxygenated Gasoline
         


			Reformulated Gasoline
         


			Fuel Additives/Detergents
         


			List of Reformulated Gasoline Program Areas
      







   





			Office of Water (OW)
      			Financial Assistance: Financial Support and Flexibility
         			Fact Sheet: Funding MTBE Prevention and Remediation Projects with the Clean Water State Revolving Fund
HTML format, or PDF format
         






         


			Drinking Water Advisory: Consumer Acceptability Advice and Health Effects Analysis on Methyl Tertiary-Butyl Ether (MtBE)
      







   





			Region 9 - San Francisco, CA
   			Charnock MTBE Project
The Charnock groundwater sub-basin is located in the West Los Angeles and Culver City areas and is an important source of drinking water for the cities of Santa Monica and Culver City.
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The following references represent EPA's current understanding of MTBE issues. Note that the level of understanding is an evolving process and necessarily changes as new information becomes available. Agency publications which chronicle the historical development EPA's understanding with respect to MTBE are provided as an "Annotated Chronological Bibliography of EPA Publications on MTBE."



			Assessment of Potential Health Risks of Gasoline Oxygenated With Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (MTBE) EPA/600/R-93/206
EPA Office of Research and Development, November 1993. (PDF file, 60 pages, 3 Megabytes)







			Consumer Information Fact Sheets on Reformulated Gasoline (RFG)
From the EPA Office of Transportation and Air Quality (OTAQ) web site (formerly the Office of Mobile Sources); lots of additional information as well

   





			Fact Sheet: Funding MTBE Prevention and Remediation Projects with the Clean Water State Revolving Fund. EPA 832-F-00-004. Office of Water. August 2000. HTML format, or PDF format







			Motor Vehicle-Related Air Toxics Study
April 1993 (PDF file, 125 pages).







			Natural Attenuation of MTBE in the Subsurface under Methanogenic Conditions. EPA/600/R-00/006.
Wilson, John T., Jong Soo Cho, and Barbara H. Wilson, Office of Research and Development, National Risk Management Research Laboratory, January 2000. (PDF, 59 pages). 








			Office of Underground Storage Tanks (OUST) Fact Sheets (all three of these are in PDF format)
   			 Overview (EPA 510-F-97-014, January 1998)
      


			 Remediation of MTBE Contaminated Soil and Groundwater (EPA 510-F-97-015, January 1998)
      


			 Use and Distribution of MTBE and Ethanol (EPA 510-F-97-016, January 1998)
   













			Oxygenates in Water: Critical Information and Research Needs EPA/600/R-98/048, December 1998.
From the EPA Office of Research and Development, National Center for Environmental Assesment (NCEA). The report identifies key issues related to assessing and managing the potential health and environmental risks of oxygenate contamination of water.  Oxygenates are chemicals added to fuels (“oxyfuels”) to increase the oxygen content and thereby reduce emissions from use of the fuel.  This document builds on and extends an earlier report, "Oxyfuels Information Needs" (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 1996), which included water issues but tended to focus more on inhalation health risk issues. (PDF file, 77 pages, 220 Kb)







			Reformulated Gasoline: A Major Step Toward Clean Air
  EPA-420-B-94-004, September 1994
Air, Pesticides, & Toxics Management Division, U.S. EPA Region 4

   





			Transport and Transformation of BTEX and MTBE at a Leaking Underground Storage Tank Site on Long Island, New York
A joint project between the U.S. EPA, National Risk Management Research Laboratory, Subsurface Protection and Remediation Division, and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.







			Vehicle Fuels and the 1990 Clean Air Act
  EPA 400-F-92-015, August 1994, Fact Sheet OMS-13 
Office of Mobile Sources, U.S. EPA
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Gasoline containing MTBE has been stored in underground storage tanks (USTs) since the 1970s. MTBE was first used as an octane-enhancing replacement for lead, primarily in mid- and high-grade gasoline at concentrations as high as 7% (by volume). Now, however, MTBE is mainly used as a fuel oxygenate at higher concentrations (11% to 15% by volume) as part of the Federal RFG and Wintertime Oxyfuel programs.  These programs were initiated by EPA in 1995 and 1992, respectively.
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The Oxyfuel and RFG Programs were
initiated by the U.S. EPA in 1992 and
1995, respectively, to meet requirements
of the 1990 Clean Air Act
Amendments. 




The Oxyfuel Program
requires the use of gasoline with 2.7-
percent oxygen (by weight) in areas with
high levels of carbon monoxide during
the fall and winter. When MTBE is
used to meet this requirement, it is used
at a concentration of 15 percent (by 
volume) in gasoline. Because ethanol
has a higher oxygen content, it can meet
this requirement with a concentration of
7.3 percent (by volume).




 The RFG
Program requires 2.0-percent oxygen
(by weight) throughout the year in the
most polluted metropolitan areas.
MTBE meets this level with an 11-
percent (by volume) concentration, and
ethanol can be used with a 5.4-percent
(by volume) concentration.
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MTBE is a common and widely used additive in gasoline. Given MTBE's widespread use as a gasoline additive and the large volumes of gasoline that are stored, transported, and used in all areas of the country, releases of MTBE to the nation's ground and surface waters occur in a number of ways. Leakage from the gasoline storage and distribution system is a major source of contamination. 




MTBE has been used in conventional gasoline to boost the octane since the 1970s. The Clean Air Act (CAA) mandates that reformulated gasoline (RFG) be sold in the 10 largest metropolitan areas with the most severe summertime ozone levels. The CAA also allows any other area classified as a marginal, moderate, or serious ozone nonattainment area to opt into the RFG program. In addition to the RFG program, certain areas in the nation that have not attained the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for carbon monoxide are required under the CAA to implement the Wintertime Oxyfuel program. EPA's Office of Transportation and Air Quality (OTAQ) maintains a  "List of Reformulated Gasoline Program Areas" which are required to use oxygenated fuels at least part of the year. 
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The 1990 Clean Air Act (Act) required the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to issue regulations that would require
gasoline to be "reformulated" so as to result in significant reductions in vehicle emissions of ozone-forming and toxic air
pollutants. The regulations were subsequently developed through negotiations with industry, federal and state governments, and
environmental and consumer groups. The resulting gasoline, called reformulated gasoline (RFG) is cleaner burning and provides
the same automotive engine performance characteristics as conventional gasoline. 




The primary goal of the reformulated gasoline program is to reduce vehicle emissions that contribute to the formation of smog, a
noxious pollutant that is harmful to human health and the environment, and reduce toxic emissions from vehicles such as
benzene, a known human carcinogen. RFG is required to be used in nine major metropolitan areas of the United States with the
worst ozone air pollution problems. In addition, many other areas with ozone levels exceeding the public health standard have
recognized RFG as being a cost- effective measure for protecting public health and have voluntarily chosen to use RFG. 
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MTBE is a potential human carcinogen. Although tests on rats have demonstrated that MTBE can cause cancer in animals, no studies have yet been completed to determine if MTBE causes cancer in humans. Preliminary data suggests that if MTBE does cause cancer in humans, the dosage required is much higher that the levels at which MTBE can be tasted or smelled in drinking water.




Non-cancer effects of exposure to (or ingestion/inhalation of) MTBE include: headaches, eye irritation, nose and throat irritation, cough, nausea, dizziness, and disorientation. 
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As a large industrialized nation, the United States produces, distributes, and consumes extensive quantities of gasoline, and much of that gasoline contains MTBE.  After production, gasoline may travel through thousands of miles of pipelines, or be transported by truck, to any of roughly 10,000 terminals and bulk stations. From there it may be distributed to one of 180,000 retail outlets and fleet storage facilities, or to any of hundreds of thousands of above ground or underground tanks at farms, industrial facilities, businesses, and homes. Finally, gasoline is removed from bulk storage into individualized storage units associated with such products as cars, trucks, boats, planes, lawn mowers, brush cutters, and chain saws. Residual gasoline in transport conduits may contaminate different types of fuels (e.g., home heating oil) that is transported through the same conduits at different times. There are opportunities for leaks wherever gasoline (or a product containing gasoline) is stored and there are opportunities for spills whenever fuel is transported or transferred from one container to another. Gasoline is released to the environment every day.




Other sources of gasoline releases (other than regulated USTs) include: farm and residential tanks of 1,100 gallons or less, home heating oil tanks, tanks in basements, tanks of 110 gallons or less, emergency spill and overfill tanks, above ground tanks, automobile accidents, tank truck spills, consumer disposal of "old" gasoline, spills during refueling operations, water craft, and storm water runoff.








			
[ MTBE and USTs ][ Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) About MTBE ]

URL: http://www.epa.gov/swerust1/mtbe/mtbefaq6.htm




Last Updated:  August 8, 2000













			            			[image: United States Environmental Protection Agency]			MTBE FAQ:
What recommendations for improving UST programs were made by the Blue Ribbon Panel on oxygenates in gasoline?


			[image: ----------------------------------------------------]


			




Below is an excerpt from the recommendations of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Oxygenates in Gasoline.  The recommendations below concern the underground storage tank programs at the Federal, state, and local levels. Note that some of these recommendations may also be relevant to other agencies, and that there are other recommendations which are not within the purview of the underground storage tank program and are therefore not listed below.







Recommendations to Enhance Water Protection



Prevention



1. EPA, working with the states, should take the following actions to enhance significantly the Federal and State Underground Storage Tank programs:
			Accelerate enforcement of the replacement of existing tank systems and adding enforcement and compliance resources to ensure prompt enforcement action, especially in areas using RFG and Wintertime Oxyfuel.



			Evaluate the field performance of current system design requirements and technology and, based on that evaluation, improve system requirements to minimize leaks/releases, particularly in vulnerable areas.



			Strengthen release detection requirements to enhance early detection, particularly in vulnerable areas, and to ensure rapid repair and remediation.



			Require monitoring and reporting of MTBE and other ethers in groundwater at all UST release sites.



			Encourage states to require that the proximity to drinking water supplies, and the potential to impact those supplies, be considered in land-use planning and permitting decisions for siting of new UST facilities and petroleum pipelines.



			Implement and/or expand programs to train and license UST system installers and maintenance personnel.



			Work with Congress to examine and, if needed, expand the universe of regulated tanks to include underground and aboveground fuel storage systems that are not currently regulated yet pose substantial risk to drinking water supplies.








2. EPA should work with its state and local water supply partners to enhance implementation of the Federal and State Safe Drinking Water Act programs to:




     b.  Coordinate the Source Water Assessment program in each state with federal and
           state Underground Storage Tank Programs using geographic information and
          other advanced data systems to determine the location of drinking water sources
          and to identify UST sites within source protection zones.

     d.  Increase ongoing federal, state, and local efforts in Wellhead Protection Areas
           including:






			enhanced permitting, design, and system installation requirements for USTs and pipelines in these areas;
   


			strengthened efforts to ensure that non-operating USTs are properly closed;
   


			enhanced UST release prevention and detection; and
   


			improved inventory management of fuels.









5. Implement, through public-private partnerships, expanded Public Education programs at the federal, state, and local levels on the proper handling and disposal of gasoline.



			Identifying and initiating research at a population of UST release sites and nearby drinking water supplies including sites with MTBE, sites with ethanol, and sites using no oxygenate.







Treatment and Remediation



7.  EPA should work with Congress to expand resources available for the up-front funding of the treatment of drinking water supplies contaminated with MTBE and other gasoline components to ensure that affected supplies can be rapidly treated and returned to service, or that an alternative water supply can be provided.  This could take a number of forms, including but not limited to:
			Enhancing the existing Federal Leaking Underground Storage Tank Trust Fund by fully appropriating the annual available amount in the Fund, ensuring that treatment of contaminated drinking water supplies can be funded, and streamlining the procedures for obtaining funding.



			Establishing another form of funding mechanism which ties the funding more directly to the source of contamination.



			Encouraging states to consider targeting State Revolving Funds (SRF) to help accelerate treatment and remediation in high priority areas.








8. Given the different behavior of MTBE in groundwater when compared to other components of gasoline, states in RFG and Oxyfuel areas should reexamine and enhance state and federal "triage" procedures for prioritizing remediation efforts at UST sites based on their proximity to drinking water supplies.







Recommendations for Blending Fuel for Clean Air and Water



Reducing the Use of MTBE



14. To ensure that any reduction is adequate to protect water supplies, the Panel recommends that EPA, in conjunction with the USGS, the Departments of Agriculture and Energy, industry, and water suppliers, should move quickly to:




			 Conduct short-term modeling analyses and other research based on existing data to estimate current and likely future threats of contamination;



			 Establish routine systems to collect and publish, at least annually, all available monitoring data on:
			 levels of MTBE, Ethanol, and petroleum hydrocarbons found in ground, surface and drinking water;



			 trends in detections and levels of MTBE, Ethanol, and petroleum hydrocarbons in ground and drinking water;










			 identify and begin to collect additional data necessary to adequately assess the current and potential future state of contamination.
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			What is being done to prevent leaks from underground storage tanks (USTs)?

   





			When was gasoline that contains MTBE first stored in USTs?


   





			Where are USTs which store gasoline containing MTBE located?



   





			Other than regulated USTs, what are some other sources of MTBE releases?

   





			What recommendations for improving UST programs were made by the Blue Ribbon Panel on oxygenates in gasoline?

   





			Is funding available for LUST (Leaking Underground Storage Tank) prevention and remediation projects? (Fact sheet produced by the Office of Water about the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) program)

   





			Who can I contact for more information about MTBE and USTs?
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Federal Policy on MTBE



			Additions to the Master Testing List -- Categories
EPA Office of Prevention, Pesticides & Toxic Substances (OPPTS)

   





			A Drinking Water Standard for MTBE?  The Ifs and Whens of Establishing an MCL
by Rachel Sakata, U.S. EPA Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water, L.U.S.T.Line, Bulletin 33, October, 1999  (PDF file, 2 pages)

   





			Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to Control MTBE in Gasoline
Information about EPA's formal regulatory action to eliminate or phase down MTBE under Section 6 of the Toxic Substances Control Act.

   





			Announcement of the Drinking Water Contaminant Candidate List
Federal Register March 2, 1998 (Vol. 63, no.40, pp.10273-10287) EPA Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water

   





			List of Reformulated Gasoline Program Areas
EPA Office of Mobile Sources (OMS)

   





			Monitoring and Reporting of MTBE and Other Oxygenates at UST Release Sites
Memo from Sammy Ng, Acting Director, Office of Underground Storage Tanks, that strongly urges and recommends that all state UST/LUST program managers immediately begin monitoring and reporting of MTBE and other oxygenates in groundwater at all UST release sites nationwide.

   





			Testimony of Margo T. Oge, Director, Office of Mobile Sources, U.S. EPA, before the Subcommittee on Energy and Environment of the Committee on Science, U.S. House of Representatives, September 14, 1999
Statement on the environmental benefits of the reformulated gasoline or RFG program, and future steps that should be taken to address issues regarding the use of oxygenates in the program.

   





			Testimony of Robert Perciasepe, Assistant Administrator, Office of Air and Radiation, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, before the Subcommittee on Energy and Environment of the Committee on Commerce, U.S. House of Representatives, May 6, 1999
Statement on the environmental benefits of the reformulated gasoline or RFG program.

   





			Testimony of Richard D. Wilson, Acting Assistant Administrator, Office of Air and Radiation, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, before the Subcommittee on Energy and Environment of the Committee on Commerce, U.S. House of Representatives, April 22, 1998
Statement on the environmental benefits of the reformulated gasoline or RFG program.

   





			USA Air Quality Nonattainment Areas
EPA Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards (OAQPS) 











State Policy on MTBE



By visiting any of the web sites linked below, you are [image: ]. This information being linked to by the U.S. EPA Web Site is provided as a service to visitors to the EPA Web Site. The U.S. EPA is not associated with or responsible for the content of these sites. 
			[image: ] California's Drinking Water Standards for MTBE
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New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission (NEIWPCC)



			A Survey of State Experiences with MTBE Contamination at LUST Sites December 15, 2000.
NEIWPCC received a grant from the EPA Office of Underground Storage Tanks to conduct a survey of all 50 states to determine how MTBE contamination is affecting state LUST programs and the cleanup of contaminated sites.











U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)



			Selected Community Water supply (CWS) Wells and Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (LUSTs) 
These data are lists of selected community water supply (CWS) wells from EPA's Safe Drinking Water Information System (SDWIS) with counts of leaking underground storage tanks (LUSTs) within one kilometer of each water supply well from the proprietary (Vista Information Systems, Inc.) STARVIEW database. This information is not intended as a comprehensive census or tally. It is a selected subset from available data that were developed to estimate the national distribution of LUSTs with respect to the location of CWS wells in 31 states.











Arizona



			Waste Programs Division: UST: Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (MTBE) Report October 01, 1999 
 The purpose of the Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (MTBE) Report of the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality is to provide a summary of current information and recommendations for addressing MTBE-related issues in Arizona.











California



			An Evaluation of MtBE Occurrence at Fuel Leak Sites with Operating USTs May 2000.
This report summarizes key UST and MtBE occurrence studies and discusses findings of a detailed case study of 16 leaking underground storage tank (LUST) sites with operating USTs and high concentrations of
MtBE in groundwater.  The objective of the detailed case studies was to evaluate potential causes of significant MtBE contamination at operating UST facilities.  This study also included an evaluation of whether undetected releases are occurring and identification of actual and potential weaknesses in fuel storage, management and delivery operations. For more information contact Cris Tulloch (mailto:christul@scvwd.dst.ca.us, (408) 265-2607, ext 2636).
   


			Guidelines for Investigation and Cleanup of MTBE and other Ether-Based Oxygenates
Final Draft 3/27/00, 20 pages, PDF Format.
   


			Health and Environmental Assessment of MTBE
 Report to the Governor and Legislature of the State of California as sponsored by SB521. November 12, 1998.
   


			An evaluation of MTBE Impacts to California Groundwater Resources
 Lawrence Livermore National Laboratories report UCRL-AR-130897, June 11, 1998. This report (by Happel, Beckenbach, and Halden) was co-funded by the California State Water Resources Control Board UST Program, DOE Office of Fossil Fuels, and Western States Petroleum Association.
   


			MTBE in California Drinking Water
includes drinking water standards, maximum contaminant levels, and comprehensive evaluation of health and environmental effects of MTBE and other oxygenates
   


			GeoTracker
GeoTracker is a geographic information system (GIS) that provides online  access to environmental data. GeoTracker is the interface to the Geographic Environmental Information Management System (GEIMS), a data warehouse  which tracks regulatory data about underground fuel tanks, fuel pipelines, and  public drinking water supplies. 
 GeoTracker and GEIMS were developed pursuant to a mandate by the California State Legislature (AB 592, SB 1189) to investigate the feasibility of establishing a statewide GIS for leaking underground fuel tank (LUFT) sites. In
 the current pilot phase, GeoTracker contains well, tank, and pipeline data from two study areas, Santa Clara and Santa Monica.












Connecticut



			Use of Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (MTBE) As A Gasoline Additive
 In this report to the Connecticut General Assembly on the use of MTBE,
the DEP outlines five recommendations for dealing with MTBE as a gasoline additive.












Florida



			MtBE (Methyl Tertiary-Butyl Ether) Occurrence in Florida Drinking Water Systems







 




Hawaii



			Requirements for Sampling and Analysis of Methyl tert-Butyl Ether on Soil and Groundwater at Underground Storage Tank Release Investigation Sites
 Hawaii Department of Health, Underground Storage Tank Section, October 18 1998. (PDF file, 17 pages, 1443 Kbytes)












Idaho



			An Evaluation of Methyl Tert-Butyl Ether (MTBE) in Groundwater at Leaking Underground Storage Tank Sites
 Idaho Department of Environmental Quality, February 1999. (PDF file, 13 pages)












Iowa



			MTBE Occurrence in Iowa
Iowa Department of Natural Resources, February 2000. (PDF file, 13 pages)












Maine



   			The Presence of MTBE and Other Gasoline Coupounds in Maine's Drinking Water Supplies
 This page also has links to other MTBE information
   











Maryland



   			MTBE Update
   











Michigan



   			Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (MTBE) Factsheet
   











Missouri



   			Report on Inter-Agency Meetings on MTBE, September 2000.
   











Nevada



   			NDEP Oxygenated Fuel Corrective Action Guidance
 Nevada Division of Environmental Protection Bureau of Corrective Actions (NDEP) policy on the clean-up of oxygenated fuel additives.
   











New Hampshire



   			Study of Reformulated Gasoline (RFG) Distributed Outside of New Hampshire's Four County Nonattainment Area (December 1, 2000)
      


			MtBE in Drinking Water
 NHDES Technical Bulletin, WD-WS-3-19, 2000
      


			Methyl-Tertiary-Butyl Ether
   











New Jersey



   			MTBE In New Jersey's Environment
 NJDEP MTBE Workgroup and Division of Science, Research, and Technology, December 12, 2000. (PDF file, 48 pages)
      


			MTBE In New Jersey's Environment
 (Links to sections of the above report in HTML format and additional information)
   







New  York



   			Survey of Active New York State Gasoline Remediation Sites With Potential For MTBE Contamination
 New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Division of Environmental Remediation, Bureau of Spill Prevention and Response, February 8, 2000. (PDF file, 9 pages)
   







Washington



   			Occurrence of Methyl Tertiary-Butyl Ether (MTBE) in Groundwater at Leaking Underground Storage Tank Sites in Washington
  October, 2000. Publication No. 00-09-054. PDF file, 23 pages.
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Introduction


			MTBE is still in the news and generating public interest


			“60 Minutes” program (January 2000)


			Congressional interest


			Public outcry























Background


			MTBE is being found at low levels in water supplies throughout the U.S. 


			State sampling


			USGS/EPA 12- Northeast State study


			1,194 community water systems (CWS) sampled for MTBE


			MTBE detected in 8.9% of CWS at any reporting level


			Less than 1% detection in CWS > 20 ug/L


			AWWARF study 























Federal Actions to Address MTBE  Contamination


			No federal DW regulation for MTBE


			EPA issued DW Advisory of 20-40 ppb based on taste and odor effects  (12/97)


			Acts as a guidance -- NOT enforceable at federal level


			Developing secondary drinking water standard


			Developing proposed rule under Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) to ban use of MTBE in gasoline


			Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR)














			

















State Actions to Address MTBE Contamination


			Proposed and enacted legislation to:





			Ban MTBE in gasoline





			Establish an MCL in drinking water












































Why the Variations in State Values?


			Based on either health or aesthetic concerns





			Adopted EPA’s Drinking Water Advisory levels (20-40 ug/L)





			Occurrence patterns























What’s Next for DW Programs and MTBE?


			Results of UCMR monitoring will lead to increased awareness of MTBE


			Uncertain future for federal activity


			Continued State coordination between DW and UST programs























What are States Doing...


			MTBE sampling/analysis at LUST sites is required for groundwater/soil


			Regulation driven


			No existing regulation


			States are sampling/analyzing other oxygenates in groundwater


			Potential for previously closed LUST sites to be re-opened based on MTBE issues
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(4)   -  Public Health Goal (PHG)/enforceable secondary standard


(5)   -  Action level


(6)   -  WDNR NR 140 Enforcement Standard/Preventative Action Limit goals


(7)   -  Health-risk guidance level; not enforced for LUST cleanup


(8)   -  Groundwater resource used as drinking water


(9)   -  Cleanup level/action level (i.e., ME 35/25)


(10) -  No PST cleanup level/non-PST aesthetic guideline level at 15 ug/L


(11) -  Method A MTBE groundwater clean-up level at 20 ug/L


(12) -  Tier 1 RBSL level based on aesthetics, effective March 2000


(13) -  (OR): drinking water guidance standard; (FL): rule - potable/non-potable


(14) -  Interim action MTBE levels (i.e., NV 20/200)


(15) -  Unenforceable guidance criteria/enforceable drinking water standard


(16) -  Proposed closure level: residential/non-residential
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MTBE Sampling/Analysis Required for Groundwater? 


			All 50 LUST state programs responded























YES (includes HI)


NO (includes AK)


GW MTBE Sampling/Analysis Required at LUST Sites?











MTBE Sampling/Analysis Required for Soil?


			All 50 LUST state programs responded























YES (includes HI)


NO (includes AK)


Soil MTBE Sampling/Analysis Required at LUST Sites?











Groundwater Testing for Other Oxygenates 


























YES


NO


Groundwater Sampling/Analysis for Other Oxygenates











LUST Sites Closed Before MTBE Sampling Required


			Based on responses from 27 states, over 91,000 LUST sites were closed prior to MTBE sampling/analytical requirements


			The top 5 states have closed over 59% (>53,400 sites) of the total sites


			18 states have closed >1,000 sites each - over 86,000 sites (95%) - 9 states <1,000


			18 states gave “don’t know”/no response
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Summary


			Many current and former LUST sites have noted MTBE impacts where the source is unknown or no release detected


			Significant number of LUST sites have been closed prior to MTBE or oxygenate sampling/analytical requirements


			DW and UST/LUST programs coordination


			UCMR results forthcoming


























Thanks to - 


			State regulatory programs for their continued cooperation in responding to these surveys on MTBE/oxygenate issues


			MTBE current/proposed clean-up levels -


			www.epa.gov/swerust1/mtbe/mtbemap.htm


			NEIWPCC for MTBE survey results - 


			www.neiwpcc.org
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Safe handling of fuel is everyone's responsibility. You can take steps to ensure that your own health and safety, as well as that of those around you, are protected. Improper handling of fuel can result in serious injury or death caused by fire, explosion, or asphyxiation. Fuel released into the environment can contaminate soil and groundwater resulting in costly cleanups. Contaminated groundwater supplies may sicken people and animals who unknowlingly drink the polluted water. Some very simple steps can alleviate many of these problems. Here are some examples of what you can, and should, do to ensure safe fuel handling.







UST Owners and Operators




Federal regulations under 40 CFR Section 280.30 describe actions that UST owners and operaters must take to prevent accidental spills and overfills. When a delivery is being made to fill an UST, the owner and operator has the responsibility to ensure that the volume available in the tank is greater than the volume of product to be transferred to the tank before the transfer is made and that the transfer operation is monitored constantly to prevent overfilling and spilling. It's a good idea to physically measure the level of fuel that is already in the tank before beginning preparations to re-fill the tank. To be safe, measure twice and double-check your calculations (have someone else check your calculations as well). It's better to be safe than sorry.

Additional information about proper filling procedures may be found in the  National Fire Protection Association Publication 385. Further guidance on spill and overfill prevention appears in American Petroleum Institute Publication 1621, "Recommended Practice for Bulk Liquid Stock Control at Retail Outlets", and National Fire Protection Association Standard 30, "Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code".








Patrons at Filling Stations




When you stop to re-fuel your automobile (or gasoline container):
			Turn off your engine
   


			Do not smoke
   


			Do not top off your tank. Even little drips that fall onto the pavement can contaminate soil, groundwater, or surface water.












Homeowners and Other Fuel Users




Here are some tips for safe fuel handling at home:
			Only store fuel in approved containers. These containers are usually color coded and marked for a particular type of fuel. For instance, gasoline storage containers are usually red and marked "gasoline". Kerosene containers are blue.
   


			Don't store more than a few gallons of fuel (e.g., 1-5 gallons).
   


			Be careful to not overfill the tank on yard and recreational equipment. Just a few ounces of spilled fuel may be enough to contaminate your own well.
   


			Never re-fill a gas tank while a machine is running or while it's still hot.
   


			Never smoke while re-fueling.
   


			Never use gasoline to start a charcoal grill or wood fire.
   


			Dispose of old fuel properly. Do NOT pour fuel onto the ground, or into storm drains, septic tanks, outhouses, or sewers.








Boat Owners




Since many boats are re-fueled while the boat is in the water, the potential for spills and overfills to contaminate surface water is quite high. Some tips for safe re-fueling include the following:
			Do not top off your tank.
   


			Shake the nozzle while it is still in the tank to prevent the last couple of drops from falling directly into the water.
   


			Keep your engine properly tuned to ensure complete combustion of fuel and reduce discharge of unburned fuel into the water.
   


			Do not operate motorized watercraft on water supply reservoirs.








More Information




Additional information about safe handling of fuels may be found at the following web sites:
			[image: ] Gas Care

   





			[image: ] American Petroleum Institute









			
[ OUST Home Page ][ Laws & Regulations ]
[ Proper Operation of UST Systems ]

URL: http://www.epa.gov/swerust1/safegas/index.htm




Last Updated:  October 27, 1999







































Dear Colleague,



Here is your copy of the Session Highlights from our 1998 National UST/LUST
Conference held in Long Beach, California from March 29 to April 1.  As in previous years, we
are providing this document to you so that you can review what went on in the sessions you could
not attend.  In addition, we know that budget and time constraints prevented some UST/LUST
program staff and officials from attending the conference, so we feel sure that a compilation of
conference highlights would be of interest to them.



We are distributing several copies of these Session Highlights to each State UST/LUST
Program Manager, State Fund Administrator, and EPA Regional UST/LUST Program Manager. 
We are also sending single copies to EPA Regional UST/LUST Branch Chiefs and to some of our
international contacts who have expressed an interest in these sessions.  Again, I encourage you
to share copies with your colleagues in the office who may have been unable to attend the
conference.  We do not plan to distribute these Highlights widely to the regulated community or
to the general public.



Please remember that our next conference will be held during March of 1999.  We look
forward to working with you to develop an interesting, valuable agenda for that meeting.  In the
meantime, should you have questions about the enclosed Highlights, comments on the last
conference, or suggestions for the next, please call Peggy Prevost, who heads our National
Conference Team, at 703 603-7152.



Sincerely,



Anna Hopkins Virbick, Director
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
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Foreword



This document is a collection of highlights from notes taken by
individual attendees at the 10th Annual UST/LUST National Conference,
which was held in Long Beach, California, from March 29 to April 1, 1998.
The Office of Underground Storage Tanks compiled these highlights for the
benefit of State staff members who were unable to attend the conference.
These Session Highlights are not an official record of the conference. They
contain the opinions of the presenters, do not necessarily represent official
Agency position on any issue, and should not be cited or quoted as such.



The highlights are organized along the three tracks of the conference:
The UST Track, the LUST Track, and the Program Management Track.
Within the tracks, we have ordered the highlights chronologically. For
example, the highlights for the UST sessions that occurred on Monday morning
start on page UST-1. The highlights for the LUST sessions that also occurred
on Monday morning start on page LUST-1. Likewise, the highlights for the
Program Management session that occurred on Monday morning start on page
PM-1.
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Corrosion Protection: Monitoring, Maintenance, and Lining



Moderator: Ben Singh (Region 2)
Time: Monday, 9:45 - 11:45 a.m.



Notetaker: Cheryl Johnson



Presenters



Lamar Bradley lbradley@mail.tn.us
Taylor Leon tleon@steeltank.com
Patrick Rounds pjr@williams.com
Ben Singh singh.ben@epa.gov



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented during this session.



Substandard tanks must be upgraded by December 22, 1998. Cathodic protection can prevent corrosion on
the metal surfaces of tanks by using either sacrificial anodes or impressed current. Corrosion protection should be
performed by certified corrosion protection experts (i.e., NACE or PE certified); testing should be done according
to schedule and by certified individuals. Sacrificial testing must be done 6 months after installation and every 3
years thereafter. The impressed current system must be tested every 60 days.



The tests of cathodic protection systems can yield inaccurate results if the placements are wrong; avoid
placements in dry soil, frozen soil, gravel, rock, and vegetation. Some States (e.g., Tennessee) have allowed
qualified individuals to become certified CP testers. Tennessee felt that NACE certification was not stringent
enough. Keep in contact with your State office because it may have more stringent standards and/or procedures
than the Federal standards. Beware of using tank lining as a fast upgrade. There are snake oil salesmen out there
who sell corrosion protection using mismatched metals and cheap, quick, and easy schemes that cost more in the
long run.



II. Qs and As



Q: If a service station is TOS (Temporary Out of Service) and not in compliance, must it come into compliance
by December 22, 1998?



A: Yes, in Tennessee all compliance (TOS or not) must be done by December 22, 1998.



Q: When using the instant off reading system, how long does decay take?
A: Average of 5 to 6 minutes; some systems within 2 to 3 minutes.



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



None.
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UST Bloopers



Moderator: Walter Huff (Mississippi)
Time: Monday, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.



Notetaker: Jay Evans



Presenters
 
Walter Huff Walter_Huff@deq.state.ms.us



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented during this session.



The session focused on group discussion and activities that attempted to document unusual compliance
aspects at UST sites. Attendees reported anecdotes such as: a case where analysis after a leak indicated that the
UST operator had over-ridden an ATGS alarm 87 times, refusing to believe a leak was occurring–the result,
several hundred gallons of contamination; another case involved excavated but uncleaned, unpurged USTs being
used as bombing practice targets by the military.



II. Qs and As



Not applicable.



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



None.
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FLUST - The Fuzzy Logic UST Game



Moderator: Ellen Frye (L.U.S.T.Line)
Time: Monday, 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.



Notetaker: Cheryl Johnson



Presenters



Lamar Bradley lbradley@mail.tn.us
Dave Holtry holtryd@gwgate.swrcb.ca.gov
Dave Wiley wiley.david@epa.gov



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented during this session.



The game began with Ellen’s handing out about 20 questions to 20 different States. Then she called out the
State’s name and read the question. The State rep answered the question according to his/her State’s regulations,
and panel members commented. The questions considered abandonment, remote fill pipe requirements, cathodic
protection, above ground piping, monitoring, and other topics. The game proved that one size does not fit all;
States vary in their perceptions. What is acceptable for one State may not be acceptable to another. A number of
questions remained fuzzy when the game was over.



II. Qs and As



Q: If a farmer has two 1,000-gallon tanks that are manifolded together is he subject to federal regulations?
A: Tennessee says these are two separate tanks and should be treated as two separate tanks. California



concurred. But some States said that the tanks should be treated as one tank and be regulated.



Q: If a tank is in a basement and completely or partially backfilled with sand, is it an AST or an UST?
A: In Pennsylvania the tank would be considered an UST. Other State reps said it was an AST and should not be



regulated as an UST.



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



There was a suggestion for having some sort of central information exchange for questions like these, so that a
State confronted with a fuzzy question could learn how other States had approached it.
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Determining Performance of Leak Detection In The Field



Moderator: Shahla Farahnak (California)
Time: Tuesday, 8:30 - 10:30 a.m.



Notetaker: Kate Becker



Presenters



Shahla Farahnak farahas@gwgate.swrcb.ca.gov
Salim Douglah s.douglah@occmail.occ.state.ok.us
Harry Topping htopping@tuthill.com
Thomas Young tyoung@ucdavis.edu



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented during this session.



Salim Douglah from the Oklahoma Corporation Commission discussed Oklahoma’s study of 373 tank
owners who applied to the Indemnity Fund over a 2-year period. Basically, Oklahoma wanted to learn what caught
a leak: Was it leak detection or something else? Of the tanks with leak detection: 31 percent were liquid wells; 26
percent used tank tightness testing (TTT) with inventory reconciliation; 19 percent were vapor wells; 10 percent
used SIR; 6 percent used TTT or inventory reconciliation (not both); and the remainder used a variety of other
methods. Of the tanks with line leak detection: 42 percent were not required to use it; 33 percent used line
tightness testing; 9 percent did not submit; 8 percent used vapor monitoring; 6 percent used SIR; and the remainder
used liquid monitoring. Of the 107 owners/operators who failed substantial compliance and, therefore, were not
admitted into the Fund: 28 had inadequate inventory reconciliation; 27 had no line leak detectors or were not
inspected; 25 didn’t submit the paperwork; 22 had vapor monitoring wells; and many failed for administrative
reasons. Of the over 450 owners/operators reporting releases: 207 reported the release as a result of a site
assessment (usually associated with the sale of the property); 36 as the result of leaking lines; 30 because of high
vapor readings in their wells; and the rest for a variety of reasons. As noted, a site assessment is the primary
reason a release is reported. Why are leaks not detected by leak detection? Possibly because site assessment
detects contamination that has accumulated from historical spills and overfills or from releases that were within
leak detection tolerance limits; because tank owners are engaging in faulty leak detection techniques or not
implementing any leak detection; or because site assessment caught leaks at sites that did not require leak
detection.



Shahla Farahnak from California discussed the results of a California survey evaluating the effectiveness of
leak detection from USTs. The data base was 345 tanks. 84 percent of the leaks (263) were found during
closure; 15 cases were discovered as a result of leak detection; 35 were discovered as a result of other methods; for
the remainder, there was no information. Tank tightness testing led to discovering eight leaks; at two sites, a fail
was followed by a pass with no reason given. California concluded that most leaking sites involve old (10 to 40
years), single-walled tanks; almost all leaks were found during closure; most leaking sites had not been monitored;
indication of improperly conducted tests and incorrect reporting of test results by vendors and owner/operators was
noted; indication of “fail” or “inconclusive” was ignored. California’s recommendations included enforcing
consistent use of leak detection and periodic tests; documenting why tanks failed; conducting a more detailed
survey; basing the new survey on future tank closures and upgrades; and using dispenser containment. California
learned: Set goals and ask the right questions in the survey questionnaire; actively solicit the missing data;
implement a screening criteria; distinguish between the date of discovery and the date of the leak; note that the
frequency of use of the monitoring method is important for evaluating the effectiveness of the method; and
pinpointing the source of the leak may be difficult.



Tom Young from the University of California/Davis explained a study he would like to conduct. The goals of
this study would be to determine leak detection performance (P P ) in the field and to identify the sources ofD FA
failure to meet performance standards. The ideal study would have researchers wait for routine leak detection to be
performed; dig up the tank and check for leaks; and then see if the leak detection was correct. Nobody can do that.
Tom has designed a study that is technically sound and statistically valid. The technically sound criteria is
satisfied by having conclusive leak status, recent leak tests, and indications of reason for leak detection failure; the
statistically valid criteria is met by comparing the data to performance standards; random sampling, and including a
large enough sample size. The study approach will have the inspector completing the survey at closure/upgrade.
The status of the study is that it is currently awaiting EPA approval and needs State/local participants; Tom would
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like to collect data during the summer. Tom noted that the California project, with which he is also involved, is
currently being reviewed by the Governor’s MTBE Advisory Panel. This study will examine the protection offered
by the 1998 upgrade standards. The survey form ,which was designed with ease of response in mind, is a one-page
check-box format. If your State is interested in being a part of the study, please contact Dave Wiley in OUST
(wiley.david@epa.gov).



Harry Topping, from EMCO Electronics, spoke about how to check your equipment. Equipment is being
updated and improved constantly; users of the equipment may not be familiar with it. Harry started by discussing
monitors. Use monitors manufactured after January 1995 because they have printers build in. When you turn on
the monitor, it runs diagnostics; these diagnostics do not, however, include the test probes. For safety, always
check to make sure that the ground wire is in place before checking the sensors. He showed us a leak test report
and inventory report and explained how to read them. He showed us labeled drawings of a variety of probes and
explained how to use them. Magnetostrictive probes are the most common; most of them have diagnostics.
Ultrasound probes have no moving parts, are low maintenance, but must be clean. Capacitance probes have no
moving parts, measure the fuel’s ability to conduct, but don’t work for precision tests when alcohol is in the
petroleum or when algae inhibitors are in truck fuel. The diagnostic tests these probes run are difficult to read.
Capacitance probes can be dented, and the glass tube inside them can break. For double-wall steel tank sensor re-
installation, make sure that the sensor reaches the bottom of the tank. For double-wall fiberglass tank sensor
installation, make sure that the pull string is in place before pulling on it. The only way you know the sensor is in
the right spot is by knowing the diameter of the tank. Then pull out the string and measure it.



II. Qs and As



Q: (for Shahla Farahnak) Did California ask if the owner/operators understood the leak detection regulations?
A: No. We gave public workshops, but owners said they still didn’t know. We left it to local agencies to catch.



Q: Did your study reveal who (i.e., the owner/operator or the vendor) performed the actual leak detection?
A: Most times it was the vendor.



Q: What is the ratio of inspectors to UST facilities?
A: It varies. Inspections varied throughout the year. It is hard for California to collect data because we have so



many agencies to collect the data from.



Q: (for Tom Young) How do you plan to filter out the “noise” (acceptable leaks below threshold)?
A: We can’t; filtering out these data would cost too much. However, with lots of data we should be able to obtain



robust results.



Q: (for Harry Topping) Is the leak test report only for tanks with product in them?
A: Yes



Q: Can you program automatic tank gauging to deliver only State-level data?
A: Yes



Q: On your double-wall steel tank sensor installation, how do you “make sure” that the sensor reaches the bottom
of the tank?



A: It’s tough. Use a flashlight to look into the tank. The sensor may never have been installed properly.



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



None.
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EPA Compliance And Enforcement Strategy



Moderator: David Nielsen (OECA) and Irv Auerbach (OUST)
Time: Tuesday, 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.



Notetaker: Jerry Parker



Presenters



Irv Auerbach auerbach.irwin@epa.gov
David Nielsen neilsen.david@epa.gov



This session was an opportunity to discuss a draft enforcement policy. Based on this and other discussions, EPA is
in the process of formalizing the strategy. EPA hopes to make this policy available in early summer.
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State Compliance And Enforcement Strategies



Moderator: Irv Auerbach (OUST)
Time: Tuesday, 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.



Notetaker: Jerry Parker



Presenters



Art Nash nasha@state.mi.us
Dale Stottlemeyer stottled@columb26.dhec.state.sc.us



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented during this session.



Art Nash presented Michigan’s approach to the 1998 deadline. The emphasis there was on getting the
regulated community alerted and prepared to meet the requirements in plenty of time.



Dale Stottlemeyer presented South Carolina’s approach. His State vigorously pursued outreach on the 1998
requirements, meeting with almost all the owners/operators in the State, so that no one could legitimately claim that
he/she was not aware of the requirements.



There was discussion on how to get the regulated community ready. Ideas included using available and
customized outreach materials, holding public forums for owners/operators, and sending reminder notices with
annual tank fees.



II. Qs and As.



Q: If names of violators are put on the Internet, how will that be kept current?
A: It will be updated weekly.



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



None.











UST-8



Integrity Assessment: Judgement Day



Moderator: David Wiley (OUST)
Time: Wednesday, 8:30 - 10:00 a.m.



Notetaker: Paul Miller



Presenters



Jim Lary jtlary@juno.com
Derick Sharp 606-654-8265
David Wiley wiley.david@epa.gov



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented.



David Wiley discussed the regulatory history of integrity assessment. All existing steel tanks without
corrosion protection must be assessed to ensure the integrity of the tank prior to adding corrosion protection. The
regulations specifically discuss internal inspection and tank tightness testing (for tanks less than 10 years old only).
In addition, methods determined by the implementing agency to be no less protective than those already listed in
the regulations may be used. There are currently three alternative technologies in the industry–the video camera,
ultrasonic robotic inspection, and non-invasive (using external site-specific characteristics to determine the integrity
of the UST). Last year, OUST issued guidance that recommended that implementing agencies either follow a
standard code of practice for the use of these technologies or submit the technologies to third-party evaluation.
Currently, there is no existing standard that addresses the technologies; only one vendor has presented a third-party
evaluation to EPA.



Derick Sharp discussed internal inspection as a method of integrity assessment. Currently, there are two
standards for conducting an internal inspection (NLPA 631 and API 1631). Mr. Sharp presented an affidavit that
he had prepared for assessing and upgrading with cathodic protection and indicated that he believes the cathodic
protection industry needs to specify a tank life following the addition of cathodic protection.



David Wiley provided an update on the proposed standard guide for three methods for assessing buried steel
tanks. The draft standard was recently balloted and on March 13, 1998, the subcommittee (G01.10) discussed the
issues raised from this ballot. The next step is to send the recommendations of the subcommittee to the full G01
committee for balloting. This step will occur in April.



Jim Lary discussed Corrpro’s Mean Time to Corrosion Failure non-invasive method for assessing a buried
steel UST prior to adding cathodic protection. As of April 1, 1998, Corrpro is the only vendor to submit a third-
party evaluation for its methodology.



II. Qs and As.



Q: (for Derrick Sharp) (from Arizona) Where did you come up with 50 years as the tank life in your affidavit?
Why is the lining industry writing an affidavit for corrosion experts?



A: That number was to get the regulator’s attention. There needs to be a tank life stated after the addition of
cathodic protection.



Q: (from Massachusetts) Are all cathodic protection upgrades impressed current?



A: (Jim Lary) There are a few upgrades going on where sacrificial anodes are being used, but applying impressed
current is strongly recommended for existing bare steel tanks. Sacrificial anodes should only be used when
you have a well-coated structure.
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Q: (from Nevada) What do you do with people who add cathodic protection and have never had an integrity
assessment conducted?



A: This issue should be addressed on a case-by-case basis.



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



None
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Safe and Sound Closures



Moderator: David Wiley (OUST)
Time: Wednesday, 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon



Notetaker: Paul Miller



Presenters



Bill Greer bill_greer@msn.com
David Wiley wiley.david@epa.gov



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented.



Bill Greer discussed the need to perform safe closures. He started with the fire triangle–the three components
needed to start a fire (i.e., fuel, oxygen, and an ignition source). Eliminate any one of the three and you remove the
danger of fire. He next discussed the results of a survey given to UST contractors. Some results are presented
below:



How is your work divided?
Field work on new installations - 43 percent;
Upgrades - 31 percent; and
Closures - 21 percent.



What method is being used for making tanks safe prior to closure?
Diffuser - 22 percent;
Air eductor - 31 percent;
Dry ice - 37 percent;
Compressed gas - 9 percent; and
Nothing - 1 percent.



What do you do with old piping?
Remove it - 65 percent;
Flush it out and cap it in place - 34 percent;
Fill it with an inert material - 1 percent.



How is the tank prepared for disposal?
Cut it open and clean it thoroughly - 48 percent;
Rinse it - 20 percent;
Pump out product only - 32 percent.



How many people are killed each year doing tank closures?
<5 - 22 percent;
5-10 - 25 percent;
11-15 -16 percent;
16-20 - 6 percent;
>20 - 31 percent.



David Wiley discussed the North Carolina Abandoned Tanks Study. There are an estimated 3200 to 4000
abandoned USTs in North Carolina. This translates to about 1 site per 24 miles of roadway or 5 sites per 10,000
people. Approximately 44 percent of these sites are contaminated.



II. Qs and As.



Q: (from Wisconsin) (for Bill Greer) Is there information on hazardous substance tanks provided in your survey?
A: Most survey respondents only dealt with petroleum tanks. The key for hazardous substance tanks is to know



what the hazardous substance is (both current and historic) and to clean the hazardous substance out of the
tank.











UST-11



Q: (from Michigan) (for Bill Greer) Do your members carry pollution liability insurance?
A: About 1/3 do, and it is approximately 2 million in coverage.



Q: (from Delaware) (for Bill Greer) What is your view of OSHA?
A: OSHA plays a very important role in training.



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



None
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Remediation Technologies



Moderator: Gilberto Alvarez (Region 5)
Time: Monday, 9:45 - 11:45 a.m.



Notetaker: Kate Becker



Presenters



Gilberto Alvarez alvarez.gilberto@epa.gov
Vincent Dick vbd@haleyaldrich.com
Stephen Koenigsberg shruti@regenesis.com
John Wilson wilson.johnt@epa.gov



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented during this session.



Gilberto Alvarez began the session by reading part of the ASTSWMO Report Card on the Federal
UST/LUST Program and commenting on how clear, complete, and concise it was. He acknowledged that staying
current on the latest applications in LUST remediation is time consuming. To help regulators out, he engaged
speakers to discuss blast fracturing, Fenton’s reagent, and oxygen release compounds. In a survey of States, these
technologies were picked as the top three that we “need to know more about.” Each speaker discussed site
screening, pilot tests, advantages, limitations, costs, implementation, post remediation monitoring, State
acceptance, and implications to State policies.



Vince Dick of Haley and Aldrich in Rochester, New York, talked about bedrock blast fracturing for
groundwater remediation. He showed videos of actual blasts and narrated them. According to Vince, costs tend to
come down although they vary with location. In the length method, costs range from $120 to $250 per linear foot.
In the side wall method, costs range from $3 to $5 per square foot. Background data requirements include building
drawings; identification of vibration-sensitive operations, equipment, and facilities; local codes; nature and location
of underground utilities; facility schedules (including planned shutdowns); and pre- and post-blast surveys.
Contingency planning includes blasting specification development; pre- and post-blast surveys; test blast program
and blast round design refinement; and shutdown of vibration-sensitive operations. The potential facility impacts
are elastic ground vibrations, non-elastic ground heave, and rock block movement. Vince laid out an
implementation schedule and plan; he stressed the need to be careful. He ended his presentation with a brief
discussion of bedrock refractive-flow cells: a passive treatment analog to funnel-and-treat.



Gilberto Alvarez discussed LUST applications of Fenton’s reagent–an H O /catalyst mixture that is used in2 2
the wastewater industry. Its chemical reaction creates a hydroxyl radical (OH ion) that cleaves hydrocarbons. It
converts hydrocarbons to CO and H O (steam); it causes the pH to drop. It is different from hydrogen peroxide2  2
treatments. Fenton’s reagent is being used in some States, mostly along the East Coast. It is used by direct
injection or time-lapsed injection in existing wells or injection wells. The by-products are measured before as well
as after BTEX (or other chemical of concern [COC]) measurements. Some considerations include preferential
pathways (very important), mass balance, free product, type of free product, and UIC permitting issues (e.g.,
secondary SDWA levels). In addition, using Fenton’s reagent can cause an UST and its associated piping to warm
up, odors to be created, and interference with other methods. Know what has been used at your site before using
Fenton’s reagent. Region 5 guidelines for using Fenton’s reagent include not using it where fumes or free product
have been detected, conducting an adequate site characterization before using it, and using it only at appropriate
sites. (In How To Evaluate Alternative Technologies For Underground Storage Tank Sites: A Guide For
Corrective Action Plan Reviewers (EPA 510-B-94-003), note the chapters on air sparging and soil vapor
extraction.)



Steve Koenigsberg from Regenesis Bioremediation Products discussed oxygen release compounds. Basically,
ORC (oxygen release compound) (a product of Regenesis) is a proprietary time-release formulation of magnesium
peroxide (MgO ). Time release allows the retardation of some of the byproducts. When the MgO powder is2                2
mixed with water, oxygen is released, milk of magnesia is formed, and moderate pH levels are maintained. ORC
can be used in the saturated zone as a cost-effective method of attacking the contaminants and on excavated tanks
to remediate residual sorbed material and protect the floor of the excavation from re-contamination. It can be used
in localized remediation/monitoring well conversion to clean up hot spots, reduce the cost of monitoring, and
promote remediation. And, it can be used to create an oxygen barrier to cut off developing plumes, limit their
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spread, and protect property lines. Steve discussed several case studies that had used ORC. ORC may be
applicable at sites with contamination from MTBE, PAHs, PCP, and vinyl chloride.



John Wilson from the National Risk Management Research Laboratory in Ada, Oklahoma, spoke about the
efficacy of ORC for containment of BTEX plumes in groundwater contaminated by fuel spills. He said that when
ORC slurries covered socks in old monitoring wells, the prospects for success were dim. When used with socks or
briquets in a treatment well, the prospects for success were effective at low BTEX concentrations. When used with
pencils, the prospects for success were fair in the short term and poor in the long term. When used with funnel and
gate with cassettes or socks in the gate, the prospects for success were adequate (may work well). The treatment of
a BTEX plume requires closely spaced wells. The theoretical design spacing is much closer than any spacing of
conventional monitoring wells at a site. It is hard to get enough oxygen into the water. Treatment was only
effective when the BTEX loading was below 5 mg/L. Only 10 percent of the ORC was used to biodegrade BTEX.
Native organic matter or reduced minerals in the aquifer may have exerted a considerable oxygen demand.



II. Qs and As



Q: (to Gilberto Alvarez regarding Fenton’s Reagent) Would it work for DNAPLS?
A: Yes.



Q: For fluctuating water tables?
A: Yes, especially if the majority of the smear zone of heavy contamination is exposed.



Q: How do you get the pH back to normal?
A: It goes up by itself.



Q: How high will the temperatures get as part of the reaction?
A: One of the studies I reviewed showed an increase to about 120 F.o



Q: Are Wisconsin and Florida guidance documents on the www?
A: Not yet, but we plan on working through OUST to get them posted.



Q: Are the costs higher or lower?
A: I would expect them to be lower, especially compared to longer term remediation systems.



Q: Does Fenton’s Reagent also work on TPH?
A: It could, but I usually do not recommend TPH measurements as part of a site investigation, because of RBCA



considerations.



Q: (to Vince Dick regarding blast fracturing) How far do you drill down?
A: To the bottom of the zone of contamination.



Q: Do fracture yields maintain over time?
A: At one facility they have maintained at 50 to 30 gpm over time.



Q: Do you use fracturing to stall the plume or for source removal?
A: Both. But, you have to be careful with the explosion. It depends on how the trenches are configured.



Q: Have you done cost comparisons between pneumatic and blast fracturing?
A: No.



Q: (to John Wilson ) What is the difference between monitoring and treatment wells?
A: A treatment well may have a sock on it, so it reads cleaner.
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Q: Have you seen any fouling of wells?
A: (Steve Koenigsberg) Yes, so we added plastic at the screens. The socks got stiff and hard from iron fouling.



Q: (to Steve Koenigsberg) Are you moving toward injection?
A: Yes, because of costs and not because of the maintenance necessary for the wells.



Q: What happens to the spent slurry?
A: It forms “spider webs.”



Q: I see lots of abuses. Do you have any follow up data on the New Mexico site?
A: No. There was no provision made in the company’s budget for collecting this kind of data. Rebound will



occur if we pull the wells.



Q: How long do you wait?
A: About 1 year after we put in the ORC plus the travel time of the groundwater.



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



None
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MTBE: Drinking Water Issues



Moderator: Robert Hitzig (OUST)
Time: Monday, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.



Notetaker: Sammy Ng



Presenters



Steve Book sbook@dwemb.dhs.cahwnet.gov
Robert Hitzig hitzig.robert@epa.gov
Mike Osinski osinski.michael@epa.gov



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented during this session.



The 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments require use of oxygenates.



Thirty percent of the nation’s gasoline is Reformulated Gasoline (RFG)



MTBE is used in 76 percent of RFG.
MTBE is used in 15 percent (by volume) for the winter fuel program.
MTBE production has increased tremendously in last 15 years.
According to the California Air Resources Board, there has been significant improvements in air quality since
MTBE has been used.



Compared to BTEX, MTBE is



More volatile and
Less subject to bioremediation.



EPA Advisory issued in December 1997 described MTBE’s



Chemical and physical properties,
Toxicokinetics,
Health effects,
Organoleptic effects, and
Characterization of dose response and hazard.



No human studies



Is not a known carcinogen;
People can adapt to the taste and odor of MTBE; higher levels are required for some people to detect;
Different people have different thresholds for taste and odor.



II. Qs and As.



Q: Are there other oxygenates that we should be concerned about?
A: Other oxygenates are used, but in much lower proportions than MTBE. We should test for these also.



Q: Do you find MTBE from heating oil tanks?
A: It is not intentionally mixed into heating oil, but MTBE has been found at sites where there has been a release



of heating oil. Because MTBE is normally not used (and not needed) in heating oil, there is question of where
the MTBE came from.
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Q: How did the California UST program and the Lawrence Livermore Lab react to the findings of MTBE in
California’s drinking water?



A: The California UST program is very concerned. Lawrence Livermore did not ignore MTBE in its original
study; it was not a study parameter. They are looking at it now.



Q: Is MTBE found only in gasoline delivered to non-attainment areas or to the entire state?
A: It can be anywhere. You never know until you do analysis.



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



None
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MTBE: Impact Of MTBE On State UST Programs/Remediation Methods Update



Moderator: Robert Hitzig (OUST)
Time: Monday, 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.



Notetaker: Sammy Ng



Presenters



Paul Bauer pbauer@dep.state.nj.us
James Crowley jimc@scvwd.dst.ca.us
James Davidson JimDavidson@compuserve.com
Robert Hitzig hitzig.robert@epa.gov
Jeffrey Kuhn jkuhn@mt.gov



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented during this session.



The University of Massachusetts (UMass) conducted a study to gauge the impacts of MTBE on State
programs and to determine whether or not States have developed effective methods for dealing with MTBE. If
States have developed methods that are effective, what are they? To find out, UMass sent a questionnaire to
LUST program managers in all 50 States and the District of Columbia. Responses were received from 49 of 51
recipients. (California and Indiana did not submit data.) Some of the results are as follows:



27 States currently require analysis for MTBE; 8 other States perform MTBE analysis at a significant number
of sites; only 14 States are not analyzing for MTBE.
12 States find MTBE at 80 to 100 percent of their sites; 7 States find MTBE at 0 to 20 percent of their sites.
5 States report finding MTBE in waste oil, diesel, jet fuel, heating oil, and aviation fuel.
20 States report detection of MTBE at sites without documented releases from UST (possibly from gasoline
from lawn mowers, old releases, or overfill catch basin leaks).
The most successful technology for soil remediation is soil vapor extraction.
The most successful groundwater remediation technologies are pump-and-treat and air sparging.
Of the 49 response, 26 States report closing sites contaminated with MTBE. 34 States also reported that they
have not reopened MTBE sites; 6 states have done so.



The Santa Clara Valley Water District is concerned about MTBE because of its:



Persistence (essentially non-degradable)
Mobility (highly mobile; no retardation)
Solubility (4.3 percent or 43,000 mg/l)
Large volume in use (11 percent of total gasoline)
Rate of spillage
Impact/toxicity/cleanup goal
Impacts on beneficial uses of water supply



MTBE contamination means the Water Agency must:



Find another source of water for customers and treat own water supply;
Explain the situation to customers; and
Provide resources for staff to develop treatment plans and presentations to the public and media.



MTBE is a concern in New Jersey because:



State is densely populated.
60 percent of the population relies on groundwater for potable supply.
400,000 private potable wells in State.
Reformulated gasoline has been used in State since 1979.
Impacts on 2400 groundwater corrective action cases



80 percent have MTBE over 70 ppb
400 private wells are impacted
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65 public wells impacted
Impacts on remediation



depends on level of risk
sites with high or moderate levels of risk are actively remediated
low-risk sites are modeled and monitored (and use institutional controls)



Summary of remediation technologies (data from 14 sites located in California, Florida, Massachusetts, New
Jersey, Vermont, and Wisconsin)



Subsurface MTBE plumes can be remediated using existing methods.
Pumping is reliable and very effective for MTBE removal.
Air stripping is robust, reliable, and (usually) least expensive (needs air:water ratio of >150:1)
Water treatment by granulated activated carbon (GAC) usually most expensive and troublesome.
Soil vapor extraction (SVE) should work very well if applied soon after spill; also beneficial as a supplement
to pump-and-treat.
Treating vapor-phase MTBE (from air stripper or SVE systems) can be challenging and significantly raise
costs.
Air sparging will volatilize MTBE; overall benefits are unclear. Biosparging is even less clear.



II. Qs and As.



None (each presenter had extensive handouts)



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



None
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Communicating Environmental Risk



Moderator: Peg Rogers (OUST)
Time: Tuesday, 8:30 - 10:30 a.m.



Notetaker: Steven McNeely



Presenters



Susan T. Brown brownta@aol.com



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented during this session.



According to Susan Brown of Brown Training Associates in Florida, the best public forum for discussing
environmental risk is an “open house” that is oriented toward individual conversations with a concerned party that
focus on specific topics/issues as opposed to unstructured “town meetings” which lend themselves to chaos. The
presenter should plan and prepare the key messages, which should be 12 words or less and address the specific
concerns and/or issues affecting the audience. The presenter should anticipate questions and prepare responses.



The three principles of risk communications should be clearly understood by presenters so they can work to
overcome gender-based weaknesses. The three principles are:



P=R or perception equals reality;
G=T+C or the goal is to gain trust and credibility; and
C=S or communication is a skill.



Risk communication–an interactive process with the exchange of information and opinions conveying messages
about risk–can be applied in situations where low trust, anger, and confusion reign. The benefits of effective risk
communications include:



Improved decision making;
A better educated public;
Increase or decrease of anxieties;
Appreciation of limited resources and difficult choices;
Increased governmental coordination; and
The development of working relationships.



II. Qs and As



Q: How can regulators hold an “open house” when they’re required by law to provide a public notice/meeting?
A: The regulations typically require 1) an opportunity for people to speak; 2) an opportunity for questions and



answers and 3) a formal record of the meeting. The regulations typically do NOT spell out the exact approach
to conduct these meetings/notices, so presenters have flexibility regarding the design/format of their
presentations.



Q: How can regulators deal with an invitation to a meeting when they know that they will not be in control?
A: Presenters should make sure that they address the concerns of the audience; anticipate questions; know the



issue(s),and develop a clear and concise message. If all else fails, do NOT attend but develop an alternative
approach (e.g., an article in the local newspaper or conduct an “open house”).



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



None.
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Getting Over the Hump: State RBCA Implementation



Moderator: Steven McNeely (OUST)
Time: Tuesday, 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.



Notetakers: Maureen Lewison, Richard Mattick, and Steven McNeely



Presenters



Geoff Gilman Amoco
Annette Giuseppe-Elie Exxon
Mark Malander Mobil



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented during this session.



The Partnership In RBCA Implementation (PIRI) is shifting its primary goal from the delivery of the
American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) risk-based corrective action (RBCA) training to the support
of States as they implement RBCA. PIRI conducted two workshops (i.e., on January 28, 1998 and March 19,
1998) to identify general areas in which more needs to be done. The conference session was designed to obtain
additional input on those areas of need, so that PIRI could finalize the recommendations and develop specific
plans of action. Attendees at the session joined one of the following groups.



Information Management. Mark Malander and Rick Mattick led this group. The discussion centered on
practical procedures (e.g., databases, homepages, bulletin boards) to manage and disseminate information
regarding State risk-based decision-making policy decisions and implementation tools and approaches.
Resource Leveraging. Jeff Gilman and Steve McNeely led this group. The discussion was on practical
methods to identify, consolidate, and exchange information, products, and services to reduce implementation
support costs associated with the development and operation of State RBCA programs.
MTBE/TPH. Annette Guiseppe-Elie and Maureen Lewison led this group. The discussion focused on
practical methods, products, and services needed by States to advance the understanding and use of these
topics in a RBCA process.



Attendees were asked to identify up to five “key” elements they needed in a particular area for successful
implementation of RBCA. Then they were asked to recommend practical procedures for implementation; identify
applicable PIRI resources (e.g., roles/responsibilities, available funding options); and identify specific deliverables
to address each of the “key elements.”



The session was designed to enable all groups to share and critique recommendations; however, attendees
elected to remain in separate groups. Each group’s recommendations were listed on flipcharts and will be
transferred to standardized report forms for distribution. Topics which were not identified during the national
workgroup sessions but which still impact Risk-Based Decision Making (RBDM) implementation at the State
and/or Regional level will be addressed at Regional Planning Meetings, sessions comparable to the PIRI
workshops referenced above. The Planning Meetings will allow respective PIRI members (e.g., Federal, State,
private) to develop a plan of action for a particular Region.



II. Qs and As.



Q: How will the National PIRI members develop the implementation schedule to address each of the breakout
session recommendations?



A: The session coordinators will work with their assigned RBCA Team members to develop an initial
implementation schedule and will distribute it, along with conference meeting notes, to secure necessary input
from the States. Parties responsible for recommendations which received strong support during these meetings
will proceed with the preliminary tasks required to implement their projects and will develop a project
schedule. Once PIRI has received the final comments, it will develop and distribute a comprehensive plan.



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.
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Please contact the EPA breakout session coordinator for a copy of the session notes.
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Getting Over The Hump: Fate-and-Transport And Vapor Migration Into Buildings



Moderator: Richard Mattick
Time: Tuesday, 2:00 - 3:30 p.m.



Notetaker: Richard Mattick



Presenters



Janine Dinan dinan.janine@epa.gov
John Fitzgerald john.fitzgerald@state.ma.us
Blayne Hartman bit@te6env.com
James Kennedy jkennedy@fwenc.com
Craig Mann Environmental Quality Management



1. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented during this session.



A draft of the RBCA Fate-and-Transport Modeling Compendium, which was developed under a cooperative
agreement between EPA and the American Society for Testing and Materials, was presented. The Compendium
describes the types of fate-and-transport models available for all pathways, summarizes them, and compares the
more popular fate-and-transport models used in RBCA assessments. The Compendium includes the information
necessary to use the models and describes a process for selecting the models most appropriate for Tier 2 and Tier 3
RBCA evaluations.



EPA’s Office of Emergency and Remedial Response (OERR) is developing a computer model that allows for
site-specific application of the Johnson and Ettinger model to estimate vapor to indoor air intrusion. The computer
model will allow for finite sources, adjust for different soil types, adjust for differences in the saturated and
unsaturated zones, and allow for inputs of different building characteristics. The model does not account for
biodegradation.



The two biggest physical phenomena driving vapor migration from soil into indoor air are diffusion through
the soil column to the “zone of influence” beneath the building and then convection into the building. The most
sensitive parameter governing diffusion is soil moisture content; the most sensitive parameter governing convection
is soil vapor permeability, which is based on soil type.



The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MDEP) performed a field study to evaluate the
fate-and-transport model parameters for groundwater to indoor air standards. Results of the study indicated that
indoor air/soil gas attenuation coefficients appear to be higher than the value assumed by MDEP in calculation of
their standards for chlorinated VOCs, while field attenuation coefficients for non-chlorinated VOCs appear to
consistent with their assumed value. Non-chlorinated VOC partitioning between groundwater and soil gas was
observed to be one to two orders of magnitude lower than estimated, apparently as a result of biodegradation in the
vadose zone.



There are three methods–active, passive, and surface flux chambers–commonly employed to measure soil
vapor contamination. Each of the methods has advantages and disadvantages for the determination of the upward
vapor risk. In general, the active soil vapor method offers less uncertainty and more versatility than the other
methods.



II. Qs and As.



Q: What are some of the more important considerations when you are measuring soil vapor concentrations to
determine potential risk in indoor air?



A: Important issues for consideration include sampling depths, spatial distribution of locations, and multiple
samples taken, for example, before and after a rain event and at different times of the year.



Q: What are the major sources of uncertainty in the Johnson and Ettinger model?
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A: 1) Area of cracks in the basement floor. When the source is very close to the building, the cracks do not
matter much because the transport is convection dominated. But when the source is at depth and the transport
is diffusion, the area of the cracks makes a big difference. Our assumption is conservative but not “worse
case.” For example, the older homes in New England have foundations made out of stones. In addition, our
model does not account for floor drains that do not have a water-filled trap (like a P-trap).
2) Pressure difference between indoor and outdoor air. Pressure differences can range from less than 1 Pascal
when windows and doors are open to as much as 20 Pascals when windows and doors are closed (i.e., during
the heating season). We used 4 Pascals, which is the upper end of the average range.



Q: What is the difference between water-phase diffusion and vapor-phase diffusion?
A: Water-phase diffusion is about 4 orders of magnitude less than vapor-phase diffusion.



Q: How can you account for biodegradation when you are modeling this pathway?
A: Biodegradation may be very important for petroleum compounds, but it is really not much of a factor for



halogenated solvents. To account for biodegradation on a site-specific basis, you need a lot of complex data.
For example, aerobic degradation is influenced by oxygen, carbon dioxide, methane gradients, soil moisture
gradients, and microbial types and counts. Even after you measure all that you have to figure out whether
degradation rates are 1st order, 2nd order, or something else. You should also account for other loss vectors
such as leaching and volatilization. Paul Johnson is currently working very hard on these issues for API.



Q: How and when can we get a copy of EPA/ASTM’s RBCA Fate-and-Transport Model Compendium?
A: The final Compendium is targeted for completion in early summer. OUST will distribute it to all State



UST/LUST programs and post it on the Internet at the OUST website (www.epa/OUST). A working draft
will be available for you today to look over at the State Fair. In addition, you can sign up to review the
compendium and provide comments to EPA in early May on the first draft.



Q: (To John Fitzgerald) I understand that your field study found that the degree of VOC partioning between
groundwater and soil gas was 1 percent of the predicted theoretical value at equilibrium conditions using
Henry’s Law Constant (H) with a high standard deviation. What would account for this high variability?



A: Soil moisture, weather issues, and data quality control issues. We took what we had from our files, which was
limited. Even with this high standard deviation, we did see trends.



Q: Which type of vapor sampling method is the cheapest?



A: If you are under a tight budget constraint, surface flux chambers may be an option to consider. They can be
very easily made for under $10 (or bought for considerably more) and, therefore, can provide wide spatial
coverage/sampling points per unit cost.



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



None.
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Monitored Natural Attenuation



Session Moderator: Matt Small (Region 9)
Time: Wednesday, 8:30 - 10:00 a.m.



Notetaker: Peg Rogers



Presenters



Mike Martinson MIKEMA@deltaenv.com
Matt Small small.matthew@epa.gov
Hal White white.hal@epa.gov



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented.



Matt led a philosophical discussion of how Monitored Natural Attenuation (MNA), Remediation by Natural
Attenuation (RNA), and Risk-Based Corrective Action (RBCA) interrelate. The advent of RBCA has changed the
question "how much contamination can we remove" to "how much contamination can we safely leave in place."
This is a subtle but fundamental shift in our remediation paradigm. What we must never allow is changing the
question again, so that it becomes "how much contamination can we allow to occur."



Hal followed with a comparison of the EPA Directive on MNA and the ASTM RNA Standard including an
explanation of the differences between the two. EPA was represented on both workgroups that developed these
guidances, so there are some commonalities. In general, the MNA Directive is more stringent than the RNA
standard. This disparity is mostly the result of the fact that the Directive covers both soil and groundwater plus
contaminants found at LUST as well as RCRA corrective action and Superfund sites, whereas the RNA standard is
strictly for petroleum in groundwater. The primary differences between these documents are in the areas of source
control measures (MNA requires them in all cases), thoroughness of site characterization (MNA requires
comprehensiveness), contingency plans (MNA requires evaluation in all cases), and site closure (MNA requires
long term monitoring until and for a period after cleanup levels have been achieved).



Mike Martinson of Delta gave a presentation on the results of an RNA Survey of 51 States (done in
conjunction with UTTU) which revealed 1) that most States had or planned to establish statutes, regulations or
guidance on RNA and 2) that MTBE is an unexpected problem which is impacting both State LUST programs
and State Funds. Twenty-four States have MTBE regulations; 24 do not; 9 States will adopt MTBE regulations in
1998-1999; and 6 States will adopt MTBE regulations after EPA issues its final health risk advisory and/or
establishes an MCL for MTBE. To obtain a copy of the survey results, contact Mike at 612 697-5165. Then
Matt talked about a survey of 42 States on “Long-Term Management of Residual Petroleum Hydrocarbons.”



II. Qs and As



Q: Why are there differences between the EPA Directive on MNA and the ASTM Standard?
A: Mostly because they address different contaminants. The biggest difference is with NFA letters. EPA does



not permit sites to close until after cleanup levels have actually been achieved.



Q: What is the legal significance of the Directive on a State?
A: It is guidance that explains how EPA will exercise its authority in implementing MNA remedies.



Q: Did the UTTU/Delta Survey address whether RNA would be allowed for offsite contamination?
A: It did not ask that question specifically, but it seems clear that States have contingency plans for offsite



contamination such as various institutional controls.
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Q: Have States developed protocols for use of RNA?
A: Yes, usually they are found in State guidances; they are generally site-specific; 17 States have guidances, 14



more are developing them.



Q: With RBCA, we are now seeing MTBE. How do we (the States) handle taste and odor?
A: EPA can’t enforce a policy based on "aesthetic" characteristics such as taste and odor. But, because MTBE



has such low taste and odor thresholds, a water supply may be ruined even if the water isn't actually harmful to
human health. Water companies won't be able to sell MTBE contaminated water that tastes and smells bad at
the tap.



Q: Do long-term cleanup approaches (MNA) satisfy bankers and realtors?
A: Active long-term cleanup approaches do; passive controls (e.g., institutional controls) do not. Some State



Funds are not reimbursing for long-term active cleanups. Some O/Os want immediate cleanup technologies
used but are forced to use long-term methods and thus are not getting full value for their property when they
sell.



Q: Has NA been challenged in court as a viable cleanup approach?
A: Matt knew of none yet. A State participant said his State has a third-party suit coming up.



Q: Any thoughts on deed restrictions on adjacent property?
A: A good discussion on various institutional controls followed. Oregon had a situation in which two adjacent



properties had deed restrictions. An Arizona participant said that only the owner can impose a deed restriction
on his own property; he cannot do anything on adjacent property.



Q: Are third parties driving RBCA levels of cleanup (MCL’s)?
A: No standard practices are.



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



I didn’t hear any specific requests for assistance during this session. However, I got the impression that States
are waiting for EPA to establish a MCL for MTBE and that they want EPA to do so.
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 TPH: Past, Present, Future



Moderator: Hal White (OUST)
Time: Wednesday, 10:30 -12:00 noon



Notetaker: Kate Becker



Presenters



John Fitzgerald John.Fitzgerald@state.ma.us
Hans Stroo hstroo@retecinc.com
Stephen D. Robb srob461@ecy.wa.gov



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented during this session.



Hans Stroo is a member of the Total Petroleum Hydrocarbon Criteria Working Group (TPHCWG or
workgroup), an ad hoc group of regulators, academicians, industry representatives, and federal workers from DOD
and DOE. He focused on the expectations of a risk-based approach with its site-and product- specific criteria and
explained the workgroup’s technical strategy for establishing soil cleanup levels at petroleum-contaminated sites.
Called the "TPH Fraction and Indicator Method," it starts with the prepar-ation of a user friendly summary of the
composition of petroleum products based on their fate-and- transport, analysis of fractions, and toxicology. The
next tasks are to select toxicity criteria for fractions defined by fate-and-transport, evaluate the adequacy of the
toxicological data base for risk-based criteria and fill critical gaps, incorporate the risk-based criteria into the
ASTM/RBCA framework, and publish doc-uments. He discussed the specifications of fractions by noting their
differences in mobility, the necessity of separating aliphatics and aromatics, fractionation based on mobility of a
substance in a specific environ-ment, determination of properties using correlations with equivalent carbon number.
He discussed changes in fraction distribution due to weathering and TPH fractions vs hazard quotient for leaching
to groundwater.



Steve Robb from the Washington State Department of Ecology talked about his State’s initiative to determine
site-specific cleanup levels for TPH that are compatible with the Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA). He
commented briefly on “the regulatory paradox,” which is that as consistency goes up, flexibility goes down and
vice versa. The workgroup has defined “dose” as intake divided by concentration and “risk” as dose divided by
toxicity. “Concentration” is risk times toxicity divided by intake. The TPH Initiative, which started in 1997, has
moved to the “surrogate” approach, which has one compound that represents the group. The most extreme
compound was selected: Hexane for aliphatics and pyrene for aromatics. Some questions concerning groundwater
that must be asked are: What level of contamination do we protect to? What is the importance of resources? What
is the importance of the resources in question? What is the importance of the aesthetics? What is the role of
natural remedies?



John Fitzgerald from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MDEP) discussed
“Beyond TPH.” As of Halloween 1997, the VPH/EPH Approach has been in effect in Massachusetts. The
problem, as MDEP saw it, was that petroleum is several compounds so the indicator only approach is not
protective because BTEX, MTBE, and PAHs are only a small percentage of petroleum products. The premise
MDEP used was that petroleum is mostly made up of aliphatic and aromatic hydrocarbons, that aromatics are
more toxic than aliphatics, and that the toxicity of aliphatics is a function of the number of carbon atoms. The
concept MDEP employed was to break up TPH into collective fractions of aliphatic and aromatic compounds,
break up aliphatic fractions by carbon number, and assign a toxicity value to the fractions based upon a
“surrogate.” The toxicological approach assigned reference daily doses; the regulatory approach allowed for the
identification and quantification of indicator compounds (e.g., BTEX, MTBE, PAHs). MDEP made it work by
developing and validating analytical methods to provide needed data; developing generic Tier 1 cleanup standards
for aliphatic/aromatic fractions; developing implementation guidance, and conducting training and outreach.



II. Qs and As.



Covered in above paragraphs.
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III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



None.
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Bye, Bye Magic 8-Ball, Hello INDIPAY!



Moderator: Sandy Stavnes (Region 8)
Time: Monday, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.



Notetaker: Mark Barolo



Presenters



Sandy Stavnes stavnes.sandra@epa.gov
Donna Arthur arthur.donna@epa.gov



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented. during this session.



INDIPAY was developed by OECA to help determine an individual’s ability to pay. Cost recovery is not
fun or easy, but it is required. INDIPAY is a user-friendly tool that you can use to help you make your decisions.
It provides a standard and consistent approach that uses financial disclosure information and past tax records.
(Note: ABLE, MUNI, and other tools are available to determine ability to pay for corporations and local
governments) INDIPAY is modeled after the process that banks use to evaluate whether a potential borrower
qualifies for a loan. INDIPAY compares assets (e.g., house equity, income, autos) with debts/liabilities (e.g.,
rent/mortgage, loans, living expenses) and gives a conservative assessment of what the individual can afford to
pay.



While INDIPAY can provide you with useful information, you need to consider other factors in deciding
whether to pursue cost recovery, and how much to pursue. EPA’s Region 8 does not render someone homeless,
does not go after widow(er)s or orphans, usually does not go after retirement income, and takes into consideration
the age and health of the individual in question.



There are a number of things to remember when gathering and using financial information. An individual
can receive income from various sources such as their own savings, a parent/affiliate, arms-length third parties, or
fairy godmothers. Although income tax statements can be used to obtain standard information, the information is
frequently dated, the statements do not include assets or nontaxable income, and people have been known to
“under-report.” Financial statements do include assets and nontaxable items, and an audit, if one has been
performed, can provide considerable information; but these, too, can be somewhat dated. Bank statements show
the most recent account activity, but some statements may be missing, and these statements do not show direct
payments by outside sources of income. Finally, the Internet can provide significant amounts of information with a
rapid response time, but verifying the accuracy of the information can be difficult.



In summary: when reviewing ability-to-pay documentation–trust no one, think like the respondent, think
like a detective, and remember that it is human nature to fudge (so fudging does not necessarily implicate
someone).



II. Qs and As



Q: How do you know if you are getting all the information?
A: You don’t. Try to use common sense. Does something appear to be missing? If something seems



strange, it probably is–trust your intuition.



Q: Has anyone disputed the results of INDIPAY?
A: Not yet. You can tell the owner/operator that if he/she has additional information, you will recalculate.



Since INDIPAY was created by EPA’s Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance, it has been
readily accepted.



Q: Can you use this tool if someone is undergoing bankruptcy?
A: Talk to your Attorney General. It may be possible as not all assets are tied up during bankruptcy.



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.
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None.
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Internet Chat Room



Organizers: Jay Evans (OUST), Ben Thomas (Alaska), Hal White (OUST)
Time: Monday, 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Notetaker: Debbie Rutherford



Presenters



Chris McLain chris.mclain@pca.state.mn.us
Staci Munday munday.staci@ev.state.az.us
Jenny Smith jennifer_smith@mnenv.state.mn.us
Ben Thomas bthomas@envircon.state.ak.us
John Welch welchj@gwgate.swrcb.ca.gov
Hal White white.hal@epa.gov
Rebecca Wiegand rwiegand@mt.gov



I. Most important issues actually discussed or presented during this session.



UST program “Webmasters” demonstrated how they use the Internet to communicate and interact with
the regulated community and the general public, thereby reducing demands on UST program staff time.
Applications included:



Providing actual site-specific information. Minnesota posts, in a searchable format, information on over
10,000 leak sites and information on compost sites. New Mexico posts lists of leak sites, makes lists of
owners/operators available in various formats, and provides raw monitoring well data for state-lead sites.



Presenting regulations and guidance so as to capitalize on electronic capabilities. California formatted its
regulations to allow use of a “find” function, cut-and-paste features to create new documents, and links to
historical amendments. Arizona pages link to USEPA sites. USEPA links to historical documents,
provides an index, and allows users to search by subject.



Conducting on-line outreach. All sites publish fact sheets, newsletters, “Frequently Asked Questions,”
etc. Arizona lists upcoming seminars and allows on-line registration; Minnesota allows on-line
subscription to its newsletter. Arizona also enables users to register on-line to be included on an e-mail
list, then routinely communicates via e-mail with everyone on the list. Montana (a State fund site) posts
schedule of board meetings, agendas, and minutes from previous meetings. New Mexico lists firms
employing certified scientists and publishes requests for proposals which contractors check frequently.



Providing forms. Arizona provides forms in .exe format, enabling users to complete forms
electronically. Montana publishes forms in both HTML format (on separate pages to facilitate printing)
and in PDF with a link to an Acrobat reader. Since many forms require certification/signature, users still
need to mail in hard copies.



Providing contacts. Most sites provide contact names (and Internet addresses for queries), Hotline numbers, and
other sources of information. Montana provides names of case managers for each case listed in its database.



II. Qs and As



Q: What were greatest difficulties to overcome in establishing a website?
A: Greatest obstacle was management’s lack of understanding or appreciation of what a website can do and



contribute. Also important to have a clear idea of how you will organize your site and what you want it to
do before you start building it.



Q: Given the size of the UST community, do you think UST sites are visited any more than are other State
sites?



A: We think so, but this is difficult to document. A number of states show more “hits” to the UST page than
to their main page. Can’t track who may have gone from the main page to the UST page.
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Q: What "search engines" are states using for their sites?
A: Search engines are programs that catalog information on a web site. Some web server software comes



with a search engine package while others have to be programmed using a specific type of programming
language. Although search engines offer the most powerful tool for finding information on a web site,
they can be complicated to develop because specialized programming expertise is required. If a
programmer and the software aren't readily available, some of the same utility can be achieved by using an
index file that is linked to various files on the web site. To be useful, an index should be as comprehensive
as possible, which requires knowledge of the topic areas covered by the web site (and the UST/LUST
program). Indexes require routine maintenance to keep them up to date, which can be time-consuming.
You can also register your site with the many "commercial" search engine sites that already exist on the
web (e.g., AltaVista, Excite, Yahoo, Lycos). There is a 4- to 6-week delay usually, but after your site is
indexed, people who use these search engines will be able to find your information.
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FY 1999 - 2005: A Program Planning Brainstorm



Moderator: Bill Lienesch (OUST)
Time: Tuesday, 8:30 - 10:30 a.m.



Notetaker: Bill Foskett



Presenters



Audience participation in Q/A and comment format



1. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented during this session.



Double-wall USTs (secondary containment) should be required by Federal regulation. Leak detection now
allowed in Federal regulations on single-wall USTs is not as reliable as expected and overall costs of double-wall
USTs are lower than originally believed. Insurance costs go down significantly for double-wall tanks. States asked
OUST to undertake Federal rulemaking to require double-wall tanks to hit window-of-opportunity for replacement
market for USTs installed about 25 years ago. Some States that want to require double-wall tanks are prevented
from doing so because they cannot be more stringent than EPA requirements.



Compliance with current tank technology requirements would be significantly increased by stopping
product deliveries to non-compliant tanks. Fifteen States hold marketers responsible for delivery of product into
non-compliant USTs. On-site inspections also boost compliance.



Proper operation of “in-compliance” UST systems remains a problem. Improperly managed electronic
monitoring systems give a false sense of security. On-site employees who actually operate the UST system are
often high-turnover, minimum-wage workers who lack both training and incentives to operate the UST system and
leak-detection systems as they were designed to be operated. A way to improve training delivery to high-turnover
employees is needed. The training needs to be cost-effective (for the employers) and easy to update. Training
should be tiered according to the level of responsibility of the trainees.



Redevelopment of former UST sites may be an emerging issue. (Real-estate transfers can move former
gas stations back on local tax rolls.) Another aspect of redevelopment is Brownfield funding and issues. USTs are
involved in some Brownfields sites. However, because the emphasis of the Brownfields Initiative is on generating
new jobs, it typically involves abandoned industrial sites rather than the small sites formerly occupied by gas
stations. Because of this, it can be difficult for states to get Brownfield funding for former gas stations. Forms of
public-private partnerships seem a more promising way for getting former gas-station sites redeveloped.



Some States report that ASTs are being favored to replace UST systems because the ASTs are regulated
less stringently. Some State UST programs are now being assigned responsibility for regulation of ASTs which
had traditionally been the responsibility of Fire Marshals. States believe stronger Federal leadership is needed on
ASTs and because AST responsibility is moving to State UST programs, States believe OUST should take the
Federal lead on AST regulation.



II. Qs and As.



Q: How many States cannot be more stringent than Federal requirements?
A: 15.



Q: How much more are double-wall UST systems costing now?
A: About 25 to 30 percent more at purchase; but this is offset somewhat by much lower insurance costs for



the owner/operator of double-wall systems.
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Q: How many States put responsibility for delivery of product to non-compliant USTs on the delivery firm?
A: 15.



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



States strongly recommend that OUST promulgate rules to require double-wall UST systems.
States recommend that OUST take Federal leadership in regulation of ASTs because many State UST
programs are being assigned responsibility for ASTs.
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Hazardous Substance Tanks: The Forgotten Universe



Moderator: Kathy Stiller (Delaware/ASTSWMO)
Time: Tuesday 11:00 - 12:30 p.m.



Notetaker: Will Anderson



Presenters



Steven Burton burton.steven@epa.gov
Paul Sausville pxsausvi@gw.dec.state.ny.us
Richard Spiese richs@hm9000.anr.state.vt.us



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented during this session.



Hazardous substance tanks are often overlooked by UST/LUST regulators. These substances vary
tremendously in their composition, reactivity, and toxicity. While most of these tanks are ASTs, States must
include them as they address the issue of threats to human health and the environment holistically.



The State of New York regulates hazardous substance tanks and has learned many important lessons
along the way including the fact that a large percentage of leaks and contamination are the result of poor
management practices. Also, the continuing development of new technologies necessitates the need for regulatory
flexibility. Lastly, it is equally important to set specifications for the storage and transfer areas (e.g., containment,
shelters).



When inspecting hazardous substance tanks, one must remember that the safety concerns are even greater
than when one inspects a petroleum UST. Inspector should:



Identify ALL stored substances (past and present);
Obtain and read material safety data sheets (MSDS); and
Know relevant safety procedures and facility safety rules.



Contamination from hazardous substance tanks can require different site investigation techniques (e.g.,
sampling). Also, the investigation approach may differ if the specific gravity of the substance is >1 (i.e.,
contaminant will NOT float on top of the water table; rather, it will sink). Lastly, owners/operators must determine
if groundwater has been impacted within 45 days.



A greater level of integration and communication between regulatory agencies at the State level is needed
to define the roles and responsibilities for corrective action so that all parties are aware of their authorities and
jurisdictions. A small survey by Vermont showed that each State questioned divided the work and responsibilities
among its agencies (e.g., UST/LUST, RCRA, Superfund) in a different manner.



II. Qs and As.



Q:. Why are there no FR requirements for hazardous substance tanks?
A: In 1989, OUST published an Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPRM) regarding a possible



FR regulation for Hazardous Substance USTs. In the ANPRM, OUST asked for data regarding the
number of these USTs; a rationale for setting limits (e.g., by toxicity); any limits that should be set (e.g.,
$1 million per occurrence); along with other data. No one provided any new data about the number of
USTs; there was a great deal of conflicting advice regarding the last two questions. Because there did not
seem a great deal of urgency or need (expressed by the States at the time) for a FR regulation (i.e., leaks
from these tanks were being cleaned up with other means), OUST focused on more important issues and
did not initiate a full-fledged rulemaking effort. If the need does arise, OUST will consider developing a
FR rule.
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III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



A number of States were concerned about the need to develop FR requirements for hazardous substance
tanks.
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Regulator’s Role In Recognizing And Preventing UST Cleanup Crime and Fraud



Moderator: Carol DeVore (Ohio) and Bill Foskett (OUST)
Time: Tuesday, 2:00 - 3:30 p.m.
Notetaker: Barbara Howenstine



 



Presenters



Jana Harris j.harris@occmail.occ.state.ok.us
David Kelly d.kelley@occmail.occ.state.ok.us
James Leo JLeo@ag.ohio.gov
David Waldner dwaldner@state.ky.us



 
I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented during this session.



It has been estimated that 20 to 40 percent of State fund reimbursements for UST cleanups may be for
fraudulent or criminal claims–costing States approximately $176 to 352 million in 1997. Per incident value of
UST cleanup fraud/crime may range from $500 to 1,000,000. Most–but not all–of 40 State UST cleanup funds
are believed to be afflicted by cleanup fraud or crime. A work group has been convened by OUST to study the
problem of fraud and crime in UST cleanup programs.



The crime and fraud can be either “white collar” or “environmental.” The most common types are time
fraud and/or billing fraud, fraudulent third-party claims, improper activities by program staff, and design fraud.
There may be collusion of UST owner/operators and cleanup contractors. Or, government staff may be motivated
to collude in cleanup fraud or crime by the prospect of personal financial gain. In “design-to-fail” fraud, the
cleanup contractor designs cleanup systems to continually fall short of contamination reduction goals and thereby
generate an on-going revenue stream to the contractor.



Regulators are affected by this fraud and crime. “Design fraud” may mean the review of a workplan over
and over again–with no “end” in sight. This often means that regulators spend more time at the desk than out
inspecting. Inaccurate and unreliable data may result in higher contamination levels being left at a site. The
regulator is often blamed for an untimely cleanup. Unrestrained fraud and crime could jeopardize the solvency of
State cleanup funds. Staff morale can suffer if perceived fraud and crime are allowed to continue unchallenged.



What can regulators do about fraud and crime? Open and maintain a dialog with your State’s Fund
Administrator: Learn what problems your State fund personnel are encountering as they process claims;
understand the effect of these problems for both the regulator and administrator; and jointly identify those sites
with potential long-term cleanups and high costs. Look for inconsistencies and contradictions. Don’t let the small
size of something go by–it could lead to bigger things. Try to be sensitive to situations and decide whether the
incident involves intentional, purposeful acts to defraud or just sloppy, incompetent work. Keep a record of
pertinent dates, times, and related information. Identify and inform the tank owner/operators and the
contractor/consults of corrective action problems early on. Inform appropriate individuals (e.g., supervisors, law
enforcement personnel, fund administrators) of possible fraud as soon as possible. Implement a regulator work
group as part of a fraud task force.



And, consider some programmatic changes as well. States can become proactive in solving this problem.
Most States still implement a “time and materials (T&M)” cleanup process. An alternative is “pay for
performance” (PFP), in which the contractor is paid based on his performance in meeting cleanup goals. The
benefits of PFP are: It puts greed to work for the State; there is less claim review time required; cleanups take less
time; there is less opportunity for fraud; and it is easier to detect. Also, reimbursement to the contractor is much
quicker and requires less paperwork; targets are set early in the process. Another thing you can do is find out
where resources are to help you. Can you and law enforcers work closer together? (In Ohio, we work with our
local prosecutors.) Some States provide training on awareness of issues in environmental criminal investigations.
You can train your staff in crime and fraud detection as well as documentation techniques.



II. Qs and As.
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Q: What type of fraud do you find?
A: The cleanup contractor seeks reimbursement for work that could not possibly have been done or for



equipment not actually used at a site. For example, the contractor might seek to charge the State for the
same technician having done 18-hours of work on the same day at three different sites each 200 miles
apart. Unless you just happen to have the same State person working these same three sites, it’s relatively
easy for this to go undetected. Or, a contractor may claim costs for equipment not actually used on the
site. Fraud–white-collar crime– can turn into environmental crime when a third-party plants
contamination on his property in order to claim compensation from the State for third-party damages
This is a built-in weakness of T&M cleanup contracts–there is an incentive to cheat the State. There is no
incentive for contractors to commit this kind of fraud in a PFP cleanup, but they might try to submit
falsified monitoring data to get their performance payment. The crux of PFP is how carefully and
effectively you monitor performance. We believe that some of the questionable contractors move from
State to State. There is a need to take “dubious actors” out of practice. Fraud in T&M can come about
because regulators don’t have the time to thoroughly study details. Also, State legislatures may put
pressure on you to process T&M reimbursement claims quickly, so you don’t have time to check dubious
claims.



Q: What has the work group done?
A: We have drafted a “model” affidavit for cleanup contractors to submit with their claims to State funds.



We have developed a list of regional contacts and resources to assist States regarding suspected cleanup
crime and fraud and outlined the initial elements of a strategy for alerting and sharing information with
other UST regulatory and cleanup fund officials regarding cleanup fraud and crime. We as regulators
must work together, share information, and help each other combat fraud and crime.



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



None.
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The State of Financial Responsibility and Insurance



Moderator: Mark Barolo
Time: Wednesday, 8:30 - 10:00 a.m.



Notetaker: Bill Lienesch



Presenters



David Brixen dbrixen@state.de.us
Joan Park parkj@state.mi.us
James Sims jmsplia@wln.com
Ben Thomas bthomas@envircom.state.ak.us



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented during this session.



In the late 1980s, there were over 10 relatively large insurance companies providing underground storage
tank coverage. That has been reduced by about 50 percent. In the future, however, when risks of release are
reduced as owners and operators comply with the 1998 deadline, more companies are expected to provide
coverage.



In general, it is best if owners and operators buy insurance from an “A” rated company. There is little
likelihood that such a company would become insolvent.



As States transition out of State funds, it is very important that they do a significant amount of outreach to
owners and operators. States will need to tell owners/operators how they can find coverage from insurance
companies, including providing the names and phone numbers of insurance companies offering UST coverage in
the State. States should also consider phasing in the transition to insurance over time.



In general, it is extremely difficult for sites that are temporarily out-of-service to get insurance. When it is
possible, the premiums are extremely high.



States should be very rigorous in their analysis of documents provided by owners and operators who claim
they have enough net worth to self insure. Unless an owner/operator is a major corporation, it is very difficult to
meet the requirements of self-insurance.



II. Qs and As.



Q: What criteria do underwriters use in determining premiums?
A: There are various criteria including the age of the tank, depth to groundwater, and proximity to drinking



water wells. Perhaps the most important is the leak detection method used by the owner/operator.



Q: Some potential insureds are concerned that the insurance companies will not pay off if there is a release.
Is this a reasonable concern?



A: In general, this is not a concern. If the release is clearly old and predates the policy, however, then the
insurance company will not pay for remediation. If it is uncertain, then the insurance company will
probably pay. In part, this decision is influenced by the possibility that the owner/operator will take the
insurance company to court and there will be legal costs to pay.



 
III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



None.
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Pay for Performance: Show Us Results and We’ll Show You The Money!



Moderator: Bill Foskett (OUST)
Time: Wednesday, 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon



Notetaker: Will Anderson



Presenters



Mark Berenbrok berenbmk@columb26.dhec.state.sc.us
Bill Foskett foskett.william@epa.gov
David Kelley d.kelley@occmail.occ.state.ok.us



I. Most important issues or topics actually discussed or presented during this session.



The results are in and pay for performance (PFP) cleanups are indeed better, faster, and cheaper! Five
States (i.e., Florida, Georgia, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Utah) currently employ some form of PFP, which has
proven to be a win/win/win situation for State funds, owners/operators, and consultants alike. PFP dictates that
payments be made to the contractor when specific cleanup goals are met, thereby creating an incentive to complete
cleanups faster. The system pays for results and can even be used as part of a cleanup (e.g., reduce extremely high
levels). Cleanups are ahead of schedule, and the cost has decreased. Lastly, State fund payments to cleanup
contractors are more timely and require less paperwork.



South Carolina’s model involves a standard Statement Of Work (SOW) for site characterization followed
by contractor bids for the cleanup. (South Carolina also has a contractor certification program). Low bidder
receives a fixed price contract and must float a performance bond. Verification wells are included to monitor end
point and rebound. South Carolina also has PFP statutes.



Oklahoma chose to implement PFP on 17 of its most difficult sites. The State sought to involve all
stakeholders–including State auditors and legislators as well as tank owners and consultants–when developing its
process. Oklahoma has a voluntary PFP program.



OUST is sponsoring PFP workshops, has produced a PFP guide, and has created a PFP website
(http//:www.epa.gov/oust/pfp) with a database of PFP cleanup information.



II. Qs and As.



None



III. Suggestions regarding the UST program or requests for assistance.



None.
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Out Of The Gate After ‘98:
Ideas For A New Era



Conference Agenda



Sunday, June 6



1:00 - 6:00 Conference Registration



(Grand Ballroom Pre-function Area)



3:00 - 5:00 Interactive Session: “Is Your Fund A Success And How Can You Tell?”
Peer Matching: Update and Successes



Task Force Business Meeting
George Matthis, NC



(Grand Ballroom I) 



5:00 - 7:00 Welcoming Reception



(Poolside) 











Conference Agenda



Monday, June 7



8:30 - 10:00 Plenary Session



Welcome   George Matthis, NC; David Waldner, KY



Keynote   Robert Nickel, KY; Sammy Ng, EPA, OUST
 



Survey of State Funds   Chuck Schwer, VT



Annual Fund Success Awards   
Steve Crimaudo, ASTSWMO; Ellen Frye; NEIWPCC



(Grand Ballroom I and II) 



10:00 - 10:30 Break



10:30 - 12:00 Working With Your Stakeholders 
David Waldner, KY; Dick Swanson, GA;  Patricia Nowack, AZ



(Grand Ballroom I and II)



12:00 - 1:30 Lunch



1:30 - 3:00 Stump the Panel on
Core Fund Issues



Dan Neal, TX



(Grand Ballroom I) 



Planning Strategies
For A Fund’s Long-



Term Existence
 



Bill Alpine, MA



(Abraham Lincoln Room)



Airing Out the Issues 
of MTBE



  



Jeff Kuhn, MT



(Grand Ballroom II) 



3:00 - 3:30 Break



3:30 - 5:00 Overcoming Obstacles
To Completing



Cleanups
  



Chuck Williams, FL



(Grand Ballroom I) 



The Benefits of Using 
Field Investigators



  



Dennis Rounds, SD



(Abraham Lincoln Room)



RBCA and State Funds:
Where Is The Line



Drawn?



Patricia Nowack, AZ



(Grand Ballroom II) 



5:00 Adjourn



5:15 - 9:00 Dinner and Entertainment at The Kentucky Horse Park.
Vans leave from front of the hotel.











Conference Agenda



Tuesday, June 8



8:30 - 10:00 Private Insurance: Challenges and Solutions
Dick Ostrom, ID; Teresa Boston, AK



(Grand Ballroom I and II) 



10:00 - 10:30 Break



10:30 - 12:00 Heating Oil And Other
AST’s: Threat From



Above
  



Carol Eighmey, MO



(Grand Ballroom I) 



Surviving The Impact
Of The 1998 Deadline



  



Stan Clark, SC



(Abraham Lincoln Room)



Cost Control: A Must For
The Future



  



David Waldner, KY



(Grand Ballroom II) 



12:00 - 1:30 Lunch



1:30 - 3:00 Minimizing Risk
  



Pat Rounds, IA



(Grand Ballroom I) 



Strategies For
Negotiating Third 



Party Claims
   



Dick Swanson, GA



(Abraham Lincoln Room)



Cost Control: Pay-For-
Performance



First Aid For Flat Curves
And Fund Bleeding



Bill Foskett, OUST



(Grand Ballroom II)



3:00 - 5:00 The State Funds Fair:  Win, Place, and Show
Chuck Schwer, VT



Snacks and Beverages Available During the Fair



(Grand Ballroom IV)



5:00 Adjourn
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Conference Agenda



Wednesday, June 9



9:00 - 9:45 Legal Issues: Victories And Raspberries



 Mary Ellen Kendall, VA



(Grand Ballroom I and II)



9:45 - 10:00 Break



10:00 - 11:30 Fraud: Do the Crime - Do the Time



Mary Ellen Kendall, VA



(Grand Ballroom I and II) 



11:30 - 12:00 Updates, Next Year’s Conference and Closing



 David Waldner, KY; George Matthis, NC; Patricia Nowack, AZ



(Grand Ballroom I and II)



12:00 Adjourn












Gas Handling"). The rest of the files are from SWERUST1 and the MTBE subfolder. NOTE that
the HTM files can be opened with either a browser or Word but that the links may not work,
which is ok since the important part is the description of the particular document and we can
probably find them if necessary. It is possible that additional potentially responsive files may
be recoverable from either/both the website backup CDs that I mentioned on the call or from
some other storage repository used by SKEO for backing up OUST's web site prior to
Drupalization (as I stated during the call, I have no idea as to the current state or location of
the backup CDs as I've not been OUST's webmaster for over a decade.) I'll next look into files
on I:share in the "Fuel Composition" folder (and its various MTBE-related subfolders), and I'll
try to have another submission by COB tomorrow (or earlier if possible). Finally, as I also
mentioned during the call, if backup files of OUST's web site prior to Drupalization can be
located, I can assist in identifying potentially responsive files...let me know.


Hal White
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Mail Code: 5401R
Washington, DC 20460
202-564-0579
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA Proposes to Allow States to Continue
To Use Emissions Trading for Compliance
The Environmental Protection Agency is proposing to allow states
to continue relying on emissions reductions achieved through
participation in a regional cap-and-trade program to meet
pollution control requirements under the 1997 national...


Air Pollution
Grants Targeting Diesel Emissions Available to Tribes
The Environmental Protection Agency is now accepting
applications from tribal agencies for $1 million in grant funding
for projects to reduce emissions from older diesel engines, the
agency announced June 6. The agency said it anticipates...


Chesapeake Bay
EPA, Governors to Sign Bay Agreement
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy
and the governors of the six states sharing the Chesapeake Bay
watershed will meet June 16 and are expected to sign the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement, the federal/state
Chesapeake...


Climate Change
Appellate Judges Reject Appeal from Teens
Seeking Federal Action on Greenhouse Gases
Federal appellate judges rejected an appeal by a group of
California teenagers and two environmental groups in a lawsuit
that sought to compel the federal government to cap greenhouse
gas emissions (Alec L. v. McCarthy, D.C. Cir., No. 13-5192,...


Climate Change



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=AGENCY&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:137

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=STATE&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:138

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=TRIBUNAL&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:139

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=INTL-ORGANIZATION&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:140

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=INTL-ORGANIZATION&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:140

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=FEDERAL-STATUTE&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:141

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/cases_issue.adp?prod=deln&emc=delnepa:deln:142

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=71E4E149CA3328C4FBE11241AFBB5D1B&type=list&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:143

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=96A258FD31AE6BBB6F9AFF3F81EED4E7&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:144

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=3637FF265BC704F6BE77A5FD1B1B5D33&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:145

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=5865B176E7BD6A0404F5B7770EF854B2&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:146

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/pdf_archive.adp?group_name=DENPDF&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:147

mailto:bhighlig@bna.com

mailto:Smith.TimR@epa.gov

http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup?emc=delnepa:deln:101

http://news.bna.com/deln/?emc=delnepa:deln:102

mailto:clayman.shari@epa.gov

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F1F9W1J7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:110

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F1F9W1J7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:110

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F1F9N8V1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:111

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F1G5C7M8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:112

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F1F9E9D0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:113

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F1F9E9D0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:113





Brazil First to Submit Forest Carbon Data
Under REDD Rules; Other Successes Touted
Brazil on June 6 submitted data on emissions reductions achieved
by forest protection to the United Nations, the first country to do
so under rules on deforestation agreed upon in November....


Climate Change
Developing Countries Release Draft Text
In Bonn for Negotiations on 2015 Agreement
The group of Like-Minded Developing Countries, which includes
major developing nations China and India, released the first draft
negotiating text June 6 for the 2015 global climate agreement, an
unexpected move that negotiators said helped...


Climate Change
EPA Will Aggregate Greenhouse Emissions
To Protect Facility Data Under New Criteria
Greenhouse gas emissions data determined to be confidential
business information will be protected by aggregating it under
new criteria announced by the Environmental Protection
Agency....


Climate Change
Los Angeles Mayor Backs Plan to Allocate
Cap-and-Trade Revenue for Transit, Housing
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti and other elected officials teamed
up June 6 to endorse a proposal that would permanently allocate
a portion of the revenue from the state's greenhouse gas
emissions cap-and-trade program to fund mass transit...


Climate Change
Texas Cash-From-Carbon Pilot Project
Lures Climate Change Skeptics for Profit
At an aging cement plant in San Antonio, entrepreneur Joe Jones
is trying to turn fighting climate change into a money-making
venture....


Emissions Trading
RGGI Allowances Top $5 for First Time
In Wake of EPA Proposal on Power Plants
Carbon dioxide allowances sold by the Regional Greenhouse Gas
Initiative (RGGI) at its latest auction hit a new high of $5.02
each, in the first auction since the Environmental Protection
Agency proposed new rules for power plants, RGGI announced...


Energy
Deadline for 2013 Renewable Fuel Standard
Extended by EPA Due to Delays in 2014 Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency will extend the deadline for
petroleum refiners and importers to demonstrate compliance with
the 2013 renewable fuel standard to Sept. 30 in a final rule
released June 6....


Energy
Europe Faces Green Power Curbs to Stop
Grids From Overloading Due to Oversupply
Europe's drive toward a power system based on renewable
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energy has gone so far that output will probably need to be cut
within months because of oversupply....


Energy
House to Bring LNG Export Measure to Floor;
Administration Moves Forward on Retrofitting
The House is preparing to bring legislation to the floor that would
streamline the process for exporting liquefied natural gas, Rep.
Tim Murphy (R-Pa.) said June 6....


Energy
Natural Gas Exports Bill, Pipeline Legislation
On Agenda for House Consideration in June
The House will vote this month on legislation that would expedite
pending Energy Department applications to export natural gas to
non-free trade agreement countries, according to a memo from
House Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-Va.). ...


Enforcement
Justice Exercises Prosecutorial Discretion
Reasonably in Environment Suits, Study Says
Justice Department prosecutors are largely exercising discretion
appropriately in choosing which environmental violations to
prosecute as criminal cases, a study by a former Justice
Department official said....


Mining
Tennessee Mine Has Hundreds of Violations
Of Discharge Permit, Sierra Club Suit Alleges
S&H Mining Inc. has violated the Clean Water Act hundreds of
times by illegally discharging pollutants from its coal mine in
Campbell County, Tenn., advocacy groups allege in a lawsuit filed
June 6 (Statewide Organizing for Community...


Pesticides
EPA to Finish Initial Review of 52 Chemicals
Under Endocrine Screening Program in 2014
The Environmental Protection Agency anticipates completing its
initial review of 52 chemicals under the Endocrine Disruptor
Screening Program by the end of 2014, according to an agency
official....


Regulatory Policy
FERC Violated Law by Assessing Impacts
Of Pipeline Segments Separately, Court Says
A federal regulator violated the National Environmental Policy Act
by assessing the potential impact of a natural gas pipeline
expansion project in isolation rather than in conjunction with
closely related projects on the same pipeline...


Security
Chemical Security Recommendations Include
EPA Alert on Inherently Safer Technology
Federal agencies should consider potential rulemaking to improve
the safety and security of chemicals in the U.S. and issue
guidance to clarify regulatory programs, an interagency working
group recommended June 6....
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Superfund
Third-Party CERCLA Defense Outcomes
Uncertain Without Case Law, Attorney Says
Parties may not have a good sense as to whether they qualify for
a third-party defense against liability under the Superfund statute
until the courts weigh in, given the unclear scope of their post-
purchase obligations, a leading attorney...


Water Pollution
House Bill Targets EPA Veto Authority
Over Permits Under Clean Water Act
Legislation to block the Environmental Protection Agency from
retroactively or prospectively vetoing dredge-and-fill permits for
mining and excavating activities will be introduced in the House
the week of June 9, according to the bill...


Water Pollution
Organizations Request Ample State Revolving Funds
Five state, water and financing organizations asked the House
Appropriations Committee in a June 6 letter to fund state
revolving funds (SRFs) at a sufficient level as it considers fiscal
year 2015 water infrastructure needs. "We are...


Water Resources
Obama to Sign Water Resources Bill
Into Law June 10 Despite Misgivings
President Barack Obama plans June 10 to sign into law a bill
reauthorizing the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to carry out water
infrastructure projects across the nation, according to a legislative
aide....


BNA INSIGHTS


The Application of Migratory Bird Protection Statutes to
Wind Power Projects
Wind energy opponents recently have begun to challenge federal
approvals of wind energy projects on the basis that such
approvals violate the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) because
the projects will almost inevitably harm migratory birds....


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


JUNE 6 FEDERAL REGISTER


JUNE 9 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Gerber, Linda
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Cc: Barolo, Mark
Subject: RE: E&ETV -- Biofuels: Biodiesel Board"s Steckel discusses Senate EPW action on fuel standard
Date: Thursday, December 12, 2013 11:03:59 AM


That would be very interesting.   A good task.
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Linda Gerber
Director, Release Prevention Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
703-603-7163


 
 


From: Hoskinson, Carolyn 
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2013 11:02 AM
To: Gerber, Linda
Cc: Barolo, Mark
Subject: FW: E&ETV -- Biofuels: Biodiesel Board's Steckel discusses Senate EPW action on fuel standard
 
Is anyone on our biofuels team following these back and forths about the RFS and could maybe
update folks on what the reactions have been form various stakeholders?
 


From: E&E Publishing, LLC [mailto:ealerts@eenews.net] 
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2013 10:11 AM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Subject: E&ETV -- Biofuels: Biodiesel Board's Steckel discusses Senate EPW action on fuel standard
 
E&ETV


AN E&E PUBLISHING SERVICE


ONPOINT -- THU., DECEMBER 12, 2013 -- Go to www.eenews.tv


BIOFUELS: Biodiesel Board's Steckel discusses Senate EPW
action on fuel standard


With the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee convening an oversight hearing


on the renewable fuel standard this week, what is the future of U.S. EPA's 2014 volume


proposal? During today's OnPoint, Anne Steckel, vice president of federal affairs at the


National Biodiesel Board, discusses this week's hearing and talks about the impact the


agency's 2014 proposal could have on investments in her industry.


WATCH VIDEO READ TRANSCRIPT


RELATED VIDEOS:


ENERGY POLICY: Former DOE Chief of Staff Navin discusses agency's
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moves on LNG, carbon capture, distributed generation
WATCH VIDEO READ TRANSCRIPT


BIOFUELS: Abengoa CEO Garoz discusses company's timeline for
commercializing cellulosic


WATCH VIDEO READ TRANSCRIPT


BIOFUELS: Growth Energy's Buis discusses court action on 2013 volume
targets


WATCH VIDEO READ TRANSCRIPT
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: D.C. Circuit Scraps EPA Denial Of Refinery RFS Waiver Due To Math Errors
Date: Wednesday, June 03, 2015 8:00:01 AM


dc-circuit-scraps-epa-denial-refinery-rfs-waiver-due-math-errors
 
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit has vacated EPA's decision


denying a small oil refinery's request to extend an exemption from the agency's renewable fuel
standard (RFS) production obligations, saying EPA made two math errors in the denial that it must
correct and then reevaluate the waiver request.


 
“EPA concedes those errors, and we are unable to conclude that EPA would have reached


the same decision absent its mistakes,” says the unanimous June 2 ruling written by Judge Sri
Srinivasan on behalf of fellow panel members Chief Judge Merrick Garland and Judge David Tatel.
The ruling scraps the denial of the waiver petition and remands it to the agency to correct the errors
and use that data to reconsider Wyoming Refining Company's (WRC) bid.


 
Srinivasan had raised the mathematical errors as a question for Department of Justice


lawyers defending EPA when the court heard Nov. 12 oral arguments in the case. While the court
backs WRC on the errors issue, it rejects the company's challenges to other steps taken in the waiver
denial, saying they were not unlawful.


 
EPA under the RFS sets annual production obligations for renewable and alternative fuels,


which companies can meet either through making fuels or purchasing renewable identification
number (RIN) credits. But the 2007 energy law granted all small refineries -- those defined as having
a crude oil throughput average of 75,000 barrels or less per day -- an exemption from the program
through 2011, in order to give them time to develop compliance plans.


 
WRC, which is owned by Hermes Consolidated, LLC, was covered by the exemption, which


was in place while the Department of Energy (DOE) worked on a new analysis for determining
“economic hardship” that DOE and EPA would use to determine whether to grant exemptions in the
future. Using that methodology in 2011, DOE found that 14 small refineries, including WRC, faced
hardship and their exemptions were extended through to 2012.


 
In August 2013, WRC then filed an economic hardship petition with EPA, citing the


“skyrocketing” price of RINs as justifying a further extension of the refinery's RFS waiver, according
to the ruling.


 
DOE ran an analysis of WRC using its new methodology and concluded that the refinery did


not meet the bar for granting a hardship waiver. EPA then denied the exemption, saying DOE's
evaluation would be the primary factor in its conclusion. But the agency also conducted a qualitative
review to determine whether the information submitted by WRC to back its petition was consistent
with DOE's conclusion of no economic hardship.


 
EPA concluded that the WRC data justified the denial of the exemption, and the company
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filed its case, Hermes Consolidated LLC v. EPA, claiming a host of flaws in the agency's review
process.


 
EPA's Errors
 
The only challenge that the judges grant is WRC's attack on two miscalculations in EPA's


independent analysis of the company's financial data. EPA says it concedes the errors but that they
were harmless and the petition would have been denied regardless of the mistakes. But the court
says in its ruling that “because the conceded errors significantly alter important figures in EPA’s
independent analysis of WRC’s financial data, we cannot conclude with sufficient certainty that the
agency would have made the same decision absent its errors.”


 
EPA also argued that the math errors -- which are based on EPA computations about WRC's


data -- had no impact on DOE's recommendation on the agency against extending the RFS
exemption. But the court says that had EPA's math shown that WRC met the hardship threshold, it
would have granted the waiver. Accordingly, the judges say they cannot conclude EPA would have
reached the same result without the errors.


 
“We therefore vacate EPA's decision and remand to allow the agency to reevaluate WRC's


petition using the correct figures,” says the opinion, which EPA could still ask the court to rehear.
 
The judges however rejected all the other challenges to the waiver petition decision,


including WRC's claim that there were flaws in DOE's review process and EPA's use of DOE's
approach. The court largely defers to the agencies' discretion on how to pursue its reviews in
rejecting those challenges.


 
WRC's case to some extent echoed arguments made over the alleged dysfunction of the RIN


market that the D.C. Circuit already rejected in its May 6 ruling last year in Monroe Energy LLC, v.
EPA.


 
In that case, the court upheld EPA's 2013 RFS conventional renewable fuel blending targets


against an industry suit. Refiner Monroe Energy and petroleum company PBF Holding Company had
urged the court to scrap the targets because, among other reasons, they claimed the RIN market
was not working properly, with various factors forcing up prices to unreasonable levels. But the
court rejected the various claims against the targets.


 
EPA recently proposed a novel multi-year RFS that covers the already-passed 2014


compliance year and also addresses renewable fuel targets for 2015 and 2016. The rule has
prompted criticism from all sides, with the oil sector saying it is too ambitious and renewable groups
saying its targets are too low. -- Anthony Lacey (alacey@iwpnews.com








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: The success of cellulosic ethanol is critical to the success of all renewables. We will continue fighting to keep the


renewable fuel standard at the levels Congress intended to maintain market stability and increase investment in
next-gen biofuels.


Date: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 7:58:15 AM


Outlet Full Name: Ethanol Producer Magazine - Online
News Text: The success of cellulosic ethanol is critical to the success of all renewables. We will continue
fighting to keep the renewable fuel standard at the levels Congress intended to maintain market stability
and increase investment in next-gen biofuels. 


The year 1970 marked a distinct turning point in the way Americans view the environment.  Wisconsin
Sen. Gaylord Nelson, along with concerned citizens across the country, began the Earth Day movement
that changed America's priorities for the next 44 years. The creation of Earth Day on April 22, 1970,
began to shift the way we think about environmental policies, forcing us to consider the ecological
consequences of fossil fuel production and the clean energy potential of renewable fuels. 


Flash forward to today. It's now 2014 and the push for clean renewable fuels is in full swing. Ethanol has
taken off and is now blended into 97 percent of U.S. gasoline, effectively replacing 476 million barrels of
imported oil. A new study conducted by Life Cycle Associates, and commissioned by the Renewable
Fuels Association, recently found that, “As the average carbon intensity of petroleum is gradually
increasing, the carbon intensity of corn ethanol is declining.” 


The study delves deeper into the numbers, finding that corn ethanol reduces greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions by 32 percent compared to gasoline, including indirect land use change. Additionally, corn
ethanol reduces GHG emissions by 37 percent compared to tight oil from fracking and 40 percent
compared to tar sands. Sen. Nelson would have been proud of these environmental enhancing
accomplishments. But we won't stop there. Out of the different feedstocks that produce ethanol, cellulosic
is the least carbon intensive of all. Therefore, as we expand and move toward a cleaner, greener future,
the commercial success of cellulosic ethanol is critical to both political and market success for all
renewables. 


As we speak, Ineos Bio is producing ethanol out of vegetative, yard and municipal solid waste. Abengoa
BioEnergy and Poet-DSM are expected to start cellulosic ethanol production early this year. Additional
facilities are under construction including DuPont Cellulosic Ethanol and Quad County Corn Processors'
bolt-on facility. 


While we see success both in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and advancement into next generation
biofuels, the ethanol industry is under attack today. The U.S. EPA is pushing to reduce the levels of
ethanol blended into gasoline. The 2007 passage of the Energy Independence and Security Act led to
dramatic expansion of corn-based ethanol. That success laid the foundation for the advancements in
cellulosic and advanced ethanol. We will continue fighting to keep the renewable fuel standard at the
levels Congress intended so there is stability and growth in the ethanol market and increased investment
in next-generation biofuels. 


Sen. Nelson stated on the 25th anniversary of Earth Day, "The opportunity for a gradual but complete
break with our destructive environmental history and a new beginning is at hand…. We can measure up
to the challenge if we have the will to do so—that is the only question. I am optimistic that this generation
will have the foresight and the will to begin the task of forging a sustainable society." 
Yes, Sen. Nelson, we are up to the challenge. Is the EPA? 


Author: Bob Dinneen 
President and CEO, 
Renewable Fuels Association 
202-289-3835
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From: Smith, TimR
To: Courtney, Devon
Cc: Miller, Paul; White, Hal
Subject: RE: EPA Basic UST Inspector Compliance Training
Date: Thursday, October 17, 2013 11:13:00 AM


Hi Devon,


Once you create a log-in you should be able to enter the training as often as you would like.  However, the final
examination must be completed before logging out.


If you have any questions, please give me a call.


Best regards,
TimR. Smith


=================
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
Prevention Division - MC5402P
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
Email: smith.timr@epa.gov
Office: 703-603-7158
=================


-----Original Message-----
From: White, Hal
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 2:03 PM
To: Courtney, Devon
Cc: Miller, Paul; Smith, TimR
Subject: RE: EPA Basic UST Inspector Compliance Training


Devon--
By law I am only permitted to work on Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (LUST) activities (and I have no
knowledge of the UST training you mention anyway). Due to the ongoing government shutdown, all of our staff
who would have knowledge of the UST training, are legally barred from conducting any work that is non-LUST
related (such as the UST training). I am forwarding your email to a couple of UST staff since I'm not entirely sure
who will be best able to respond to your inquiry. However, no one is legally allowed to respond to you until the
government shutdown is over (whenever that may be).
Sorry for the inconvenience.


Hal


Hal White
Mailcode: 5403P
U.S. EPA/OSWER/OUST
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
FOR FEDEX OR UPS, SEND TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:
Two Potomac Yard (North Building, 6th Floor)
2733 S. Crystal Drive
Cube N-6311
Arlington, VA 22202
703-603-7177
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703-603-0175 fax


"Scientific analysis should drive policy.  Neither policy nor politics should drive scientific results." (confirmation
hearings, Jan. 2001) "...policymakers need to take a precautionary approach to environmental protection...We must
acknowledge that uncertainty is inherent in managing natural resources, recognize it is usually easier to prevent
environmental damage than to repair it later, and shift the burden of proof away from those advocating protection
toward those proposing an action that may be harmful." (October speech at the National Academy of Sciences in
Washington, D.C., reported in Scientific American, Vol. 284, Jan. 2001)
    C. Whitman,


"It is not just a mistake for public health agencies to cooperate and collaborate with industries in investigating and
deciding whether public health is endangered--it is a direct abrogation and violation of the duties and responsibilities
of those public health organizations."
    Clair Patterson


-----Original Message-----
From: Courtney, Devon [mailto:devon@uta.edu]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 1:22 PM
To: White, Hal
Cc: Munoz, Janie
Subject: EPA Basic UST Inspector Compliance Training


Hi,


I recently completed the EPA Basic UST Inspector Compliance Training on-line. I created a log-in and password
but I was never able to re-use it. I had attempted to complete part of the testing and then log back in to finish it,
however, I was forced to create a new log-in/password and start over. Is it possible to log back into an account once
it is created or must the test be completed in one log-in session?


Thank you,


Devon Luthy
Natural Resources Specialist
Center for Environmental Excellence
Division for Enterprise Development (Austin Office) University of Texas – Arlington Kaleido II, Suite 300
9390 Research Blvd
Austin, TX 78759
Office: 512.904.2281
Fax: 512.904.2288
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From: InsideEPA.com
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: The Morning Headlines from InsideEPA.com -- May 7, 2014
Date: Wednesday, May 07, 2014 6:35:13 AM


To ensure you receive our emails, please add epa-alerts@iwpnews.com to your address
book.


May 7, 2014


Latest News
NAS Praises IRIS Reforms But Pushes Systematic
Review For More Gains
A National Academy of Sciences (NAS) panel is praising
the reforms EPA has made to improve its controversial
Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) chemical
assessment program, though the panel is also urging the
agency to adopt further elements of a review and
analytical approach -- known as systematic review -- that
is already a point of debate among officials and interest
groups.


READ MORE >>


D.C. Circuit Rejects Refiners' Challenge To EPA's
2013 RFS Fuel Targets
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit in a unanimous opinion has rejected refiners' suit
challenging EPA's renewable fuel standard (RFS) targets
for 2013, backing as reasonable the agency's approach
to setting the targets and the compliance deadline for
meeting the standard's fuel blending requirements.


READ MORE >>


EPA Decision To Lower 2013 Cellulosic RFS Spurs
Debate On 2014 Target
EPA's decision to lower the 2013 renewable fuel
standard (RFS) target for cellulosic biofuel production is
spurring debate over what signal the move sends for the
looming final 2014 RFS cellulosic target, with refiners
saying this year's target should also be reduced while
biofuels advocates want EPA to significantly increase the
fuel target.


READ MORE >>


DOJ Highlights Legal Uncertainty For EPA After


Latest Blogs
Reid Resists EPA
Amendments On
Efficiency Bill
Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid
(D-NV) is promising
to block
consideration of
amendments
targeting EPA's
greenhouse gas
(GHG) rules for
power plants when
the Senate . . .


Court Backs CERCLA
'Act Of War' Defense
A federal appeals
court is backing a
lower court's
precedential finding
that the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks on
the World Trade
Center were an "act .
. .
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Reinstatement Of CSAPR
A top Department of Justice (DOJ) attorney says that
despite the Supreme Court's reinstatement of EPA's
Cross-State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR) emissions
trading program, there is lingering legal uncertainty for
the agency as the appellate panel that rejected the rule
will now consider specific challenges to CSAPR it did not
previously address.


READ MORE >>


Judges Suggest Mootness, Standing Hurdles For
CSAPR Policy Memo Suit
Appellate judges at May 6 oral arguments suggested
environmentalists may face hurdles proving they have
legal standing to sue EPA over a policy memo that
sought to provide interim advice to states on how to craft
air pollution control plans following an earlier ruling
scrapping the agency's Cross-State Air Pollution Rule
(CSAPR).


READ MORE >>


White House Plans Campaign To Highlight Climate
Study's Regional Risks
The Obama administration is launching a public outreach
campaign to highlight the findings of the just-released
third National Climate Assessment (NCA), in an effort to
underscore adverse regional impacts of climate change
the study documents and increase public support for
both mitigation and adaptation efforts.


READ MORE >>


Absent EPA, States Struggle To Regulate
Radioactive Waste From Drill Sites
States are struggling with how to regulate disposal of
radioactive drilling waste that EPA is largely preempted
from regulating in a comprehensive national policy, as
varying definitions of the waste among states and local
factors such as population density make it difficult for
states to work together to develop new rules.


READ MORE >>


Health Sector Urges EPA To Maintain 'Reverse
Distribution' In Waste Review
Companies involved in the healthcare industry are
warning EPA against disrupting the "reverse distribution"
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system currently used to dispose of outdated or
unsaleable pharmaceuticals as the agency decides how
federal waste regulations apply to the retail sector.


READ MORE >>


About This Message


This message has been provided as a service of the
EPA Desktop Library by the EPA National Library
Network to share the latest in news and information with
Agency staff. Please note, these materials may be
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From: Kremer, Fran
To: White, Hal
Cc: Weaver, Jim
Subject: MTBE settlements
Date: Monday, June 23, 2014 9:25:08 AM


Wonder if these funds are coming back into the States’ Tanks programs for cleanups?
 
http://www.ithacajournal.com/viewart/20140620/NEWS10/306200018/Pennsylvania-sues-oil-
companies-MTBE-pollution
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From: Kremer, Fran
To: White, Hal; Weaver, Jim
Subject: NH MTBE Supreme Court Decision
Date: Tuesday, May 17, 2016 9:04:17 AM


http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/280036-supreme-court-wont-hear-exxon-appeal-in-
groundwater-contamination
 
Fran Kremer, Ph.D.
Senior Science Advisor
Office of Research and Development/NRMRL and
Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
26 W. M. L. King Dr.
Cincinnati, OH 45268
513-569-7346
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Michael James Barton: Repeal the Renewable Fuel Mandate
Date: Tuesday, May 27, 2014 9:43:40 AM


News Headline: Michael James Barton: Repeal the Renewable Fuel Mandate | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Providence Journal - Online
News Text: If you've filled your tank in the past few weeks, you've probably noticed the recent spike
in gas prices. With summer approaching, the national average price of regular unleaded is getting
closer and closer to $4 a gallon.
 
One part of the price increase may surprise you. And that portion could add up to 50 cents per
gallon to what you pay at the pump during the summer's peak driving months.
 
Higher gas prices are just one of the many unintended consequences of the Renewable Fuel
Standard (RFS), which demands biofuels to be blended into the gasoline you buy. This ill-conceived
policy is hurting American motorists, consumers and farmers — all to solve a problem that no longer
exists with a solution consumers do not want. It's time for lawmakers to scale back the RFS before it
does any more damage to your car and our economy.
 
Enacted in 2005 and expanded in 2007, the RFS was created on the assumption that increasing
ethanol production at home would make the United States more energy secure. Frantic
policymakers looked for an easy way out, and sought to create a market for renewables by
establishing mandatory targets for the blending and sale of biofuels.
 
Under Congress's theory, renewables would become cheaper and more abundant — eventually
displacing costly fossil fuels. The energy crisis would be averted.
 
But all of these government predictions have proven off — way off. Thanks to the fracking
revolution, domestic energy production has surged even as new fuel-efficient technologies have
caused gasoline consumption to decline. Meanwhile, next-generation biofuels haven't lived up to
the promised advantages their lobbyists have been claiming.
 
Yet the RFS keeps ratcheting up the amount of biofuels — mostly ethanol — to be added to the
gasoline supply.
 
Last year, the government allowed a partial waiver, conceding the practical limits on ethanol
blending. Lower demand for gas, relative to the amount of ethanol that's mandated, has already
pushed energy producers up against the “blend wall” of 10 percent ethanol.
 
Despite the scientific evidence, the Environmental Protection Agency has approved fuels with a 15
percent ethanol (E15) blend for use in newer vehicles. But auto manufacturers warn that higher
levels of ethanol — which is basically a solvent — could damage car engines, corroding metal parts
(including carburetors) and degrading internal plastic and rubber components.
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The EPA's assurances that this is safe ring hollow, since you will be the one paying for these major
E15 auto repairs out of your own pocket.
 
Ethanol is not only hard on engines — it's also less efficient than regular gas. Ethanol contains 33
percent less energy than gasoline, which means vehicles will cover fewer miles per gallon, and
consumers will need to fill up more often. The process of producing ethanol threatens water
resources, and even emits greenhouse gas emissions at a higher rate than fossil fuels. All of this
means we use more energy to produce a gallon of ethanol than we get from it — a net loss for
energy efficiency and the environment.
 
But the worst impact of RFS for the consumer is being felt at the grocery store. Since most of the
ethanol used for fuel in the United States comes from corn, the mandate depletes the supply of feed
for livestock, making it more expensive for farmers to raise cows, chickens and pigs. Consumers end
up bearing the brunt of prices made artificially high by the mandate.
 
Grocery prices are increasing and packages are getting smaller. Under the RFS, the average grocery
bill for families has grown by $2,000 annually. Lower-income families, who spend a greater
percentage of their paycheck on groceries, have been hit especially hard — so much so that poverty
advocates are now demanding that U.S. corn feed mouths rather than fuel tanks. According to
Oxfam America, the grain required to fill an SUV's gas tank with biofuels is enough to feed one
person for a year.
 
By dictating unrealistic levels of ethanol in our fuel supplies, the RFS will ultimately force refiners to
raise the price of gasoline to pay fines to the EPA, unnecessarily spiking the cost of already expensive
gas without any offsetting advantage.
 
We have tried RFS, and it has failed miserably to meet its goals while creating a host of costly new
problems. At a minimum, the EPA should prevent further harm to Americans and scale back the
mandate for this year. But if we are to undo the economic damage already caused by the RFS, what
we really need is Congress to repeal this mandate.
 
Michael James Barton is the director for energy at ARTIS Research, and speaks around the country
on energy and energy security matters. He previously served as the deputy director of Middle East
policy at the Pentagon.
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From: White, Hal
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: RE: MTBE FOIA
Date: Monday, February 22, 2016 8:52:41 AM


Thanks, Mark.
I realize that we’ll learn a lot more on Wed, but from my read of the request, I certainly don’t have—
or know of--anything (PA-specific or otherwise) that would be responsive.
Talk to you Wed.
Hal


From: Barolo, Mark 
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 8:20 AM
To: White, Hal <White.Hal@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: MTBE FOIA
 
I just added a conf line to the meeting invite.  I used 7165 because 7173 was taken at that time.
 
Thanks
 
-----Original Appointment-----
From: White, Hal 
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 6:08 AM
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: Accepted: MTBE FOIA
When: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 9:00 AM-10:00 AM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: DCRoomRRB71102/Ronald-Reagan-Building - Texas conf room
 
Mark—
Is the call in number the same as for staff meetings (703-603-7173)?
Hal
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From: PEI TulsaLetter
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: TulsaLetter for April 1, 2015
Date: Wednesday, April 01, 2015 10:04:17 AM


Tulsaletter- click here to read this in your web browser...
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Dear PEI Member:


The recently completed PEI Service and Construction Managers
Conference provided a unique opportunity for us to talk to scores
of PEI members about their service and construction operations.
After melding in conversations we had with installation and
service firms at the M-PACT Show last week in Indianapolis, we
offer some broad takeaways for you.


Customers have money. New construction and facility
upgrades are strong entering the building season. Retail stations
(all size owners), automobile dealerships, data centers, hospitals
and farmers are spending money. They demand the jobs be done
right and on time so there is little margin for error, but profits
are there for those who know what they are doing.


Only a relatively few installation contractors have decided
to participate in the compressed natural gas (CNG) vehicle
fueling market. Construction companies in most states tell us
low gasoline and diesel prices have put a damper on fleets
converting to CNG for the time being. With installation of other
equipment as robust as it is, most PEI contractors have not
acted to add CNG equipment installation to their areas of
expertise. Having said that, contractors in Texas note that the
number of natural gas fueling stations rose 25 percent—to 130—
during the last six months. With 42 additional stations scheduled
to open in the next 12 to 18 months, a steady build-out of
natural gas infrastructure in Texas is underway. The same can be
said for Oklahoma.


Lack of trained service technicians and construction
foremen is holding companies back. Shortages of trained
workers are causing service and construction firms to be more
selective in the jobs they take. Some are turning down—or
politely avoiding—lower-margin work for jobs that add more to
the bottom line. Competent workers don’t grow on trees, and
training new employees is difficult, time consuming and
expensive.


Contractor Outlook


Oil Company Acquisitions


UST Cases Settled
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The conversion to EMV will likely be a mess. Retailers are still confused about the
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deadlines and their potential liability. Equipment sold and installed today will require a
“second touch” once the credit card processors finalize their specifications for the
software upgrades. Service companies—remembering the precipitous drop-off in business
after the underground storage tank and PCI compliance deadlines—are understandably
reluctant to ramp up hiring and training now to satisfy a market that is still undetermined
and is likely to be short-lived after the 2017 deadline. All this adds up to a bottleneck two
years from now. 


INDUSTRY NOTES
The Petroleum Marketers Association of America (PMAA) has chosen Rob
Underwood to serve as the next president of PMAA, effective May 16, 2015. Underwood
has been with PMAA since 2007 as its director of government relations. Current PMAA
president Dan Gilligan will be retiring later this year.
RDM Industrial Electronics, Inc., with offices in Nebo, North Carolina, and Lakewood,
Colorado, will open a new branch location in Sanford, Florida, on May 1, 2015.
Hose Master, Cleveland, Ohio, is now represented by Rocky Mountain Rep Agency in
Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Utah and Colorado.
Fifty comments were offered to improve PEI’s Recommended Practices for the Storage
and Dispensing of Diesel Exhaust Fluid (DEF) (PEI/RP1100-10). PEI’s DEF Committee is
expected to meet this summer to consider and act on the comments.


OIL COMPANY ACQUISITIONS
Alimentation Couche-Tard Inc. has acquired 21 convenience stores, 151 dealer fuel
supply agreements and five development properties from Cinco J (d/b/a Johnson Oil
Company), Tiger Tote Food Stores and their affiliates. The stores and development
properties are located in Texas and the dealer fuel supply agreements are for properties
based in Texas, Mississippi and Louisiana.
Best Oil Company has sold its 19 stores in Minnesota to TravelCenters of America
LLC. Best Oil also sold its wholesale fuel supply business and transportation division to
NuWay Cooperative.


UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK CASES SETTLED
BP Products North America Inc. will pay $7.9 million to settle allegations it improperly
reported sources of certain payments for cleaning up leaking underground storage tank
(UST) sites when seeking reimbursement from California’s cleanup fund, the State Water
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) said. As part of the settlement agreement, 90 of BP
North America’s UST cleanup sites are permanently disqualified for any reimbursement
from the state’s Underground Storage Tank Cleanup Fund. In addition, BP’s
reimbursement for another 153 cleanup sites will be offset by $25,400 each, reducing its
future claims by almost $3.9 million, the state said. The sites involve cleanups at ARCO
gas stations throughout the state.
Total Petroleum Puerto Rico Corp. will spend $1.6 million in compliance measures to
improve leak detection and pay a $426,000 civil penalty to settle Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act (RCRA) violations in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Under a
proposed consent decree announced March 9, the company will implement fully
automated electronic release detection monitoring systems at 137 of its facilities with
USTs in active operation and will operate the systems for at least three years.
Additionally, Total agreed to begin a supplemental environmental project consisting of a
centralized monitoring system estimated to cost $600,000. That system will connect 125
facilities with electronic release detection monitoring systems to a central location, and
the company will provide quarterly reports to the EPA on its operation and use. At issue
in the case were violations of Section 1 of RCRA at 35 Total-owned gas stations—31 in
Puerto Rico and four in the U.S. Virgin Islands.    


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Fluid management system manufacturer. ASI Fuel and Fluid Management, 565 Arvin
Avenue, Stoney Creek, Ontario L8E 5N7, Canada, has applied for manufacturer division







membership. Aaron Berlingieri is sales manager for the firm, which was established in
1986. The company manufactures systems that control and monitor fuels and fluids,
which are sold through distributors. Sponsored for PEI membership by Chris Vassos,
WalecoInc, Mississauga, Ontario. www.asifluid.com 
California equipment export firm. El Chintolo USA Inc., 53 West Blackhills Road,
Heber, California 92249, has applied for affiliate division membership. Raul Humberto
Cordova Gonzalez is president of the firm, which was established in 2014. The company
sells station supplies and exports to Mexico. Sponsored for PEI membership by Frank
Viniegra, Global, Cambridge, MA. 
Canopy manufacturer. Bestworth-Rommel, Inc., 19818 – 74th Avenue NE, Arlington,
Washington 98223, has applied for affiliate division membership. Charles LaNasa is
general manager of the firm, which was established in 1983. Bestworth-Rommel designs,
manufactures and installs service station canopies. Sponsored for PEI membership by
Dave Cousminer, Alpolic, Chesapeake, VA. www.bestworth.com 
Mexico equipment provider. Operadora Comercial Fares S.A. de C.V., Rio Nilo #2888,
Col. Jardines de la Paz, Guadalajara, Jal. 44860, Mexico, has applied for affiliate division
membership. Josue Perez Marquez is CFO of the firm, which was established in 2013. The
company provides equipment, supplies and accessories for the handling, storage and
control of fuel electrical equipment. The firm also provides consulting services. Sponsored
for PEI membership by Mike Donley, Tuthill, Fort Wayne, IN.
www.grupofares.com.mx  
California mechanical contractor. Pan-Pacific Mechanical, 18250 Euclid Street,
Fountain Valley, California 92708, has applied for service and construction division
membership. Mike Hoxworth is a fuel oil specialist for the firm, which was established in
1947. The company is a full-service mechanical contractor that designs and installs
equipment for fuel oil. Sponsored for PEI membership by Don Petroni, PtrMktgEqp,
Placentia, CA. www.ppmechanical.com  
Connecticut construction firm. Liberty Auto & Electric, Inc., 38 Gurdon Street,
Bridgeport, Connecticut 06606, has applied for service and construction division
membership. Brian Hulse is vice president of the firm, which was established in 1919.
The company builds and services gasoline stations and convenience stores. Sponsored for
PEI membership by John Nolan, JWKennedy, East Providence, RI.
Georgia equipment installation and service firm. Center for Testing & Engineering,
25 Franklin Road, Newnan, Georgia 30263, has applied for service and construction
division membership in PEI. Asad Altabchi is general manager of the firm, which was
established in 2007. The company installs, services and tests petroleum equipment.
Sponsored for PEI membership by Glen Corkill, SourceIL, Addison, IL. www.ctega.com 
Pennsylvania installation and service contractor. Steel City Fueling Systems, Inc.,
2750 Banksville Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15216, has applied for service and
construction division membership. William R. Brandenstein is president of the company,
which was established in 2006. The firm is a full-service storage tank installation and
service contractor working primarily in Pennsylvania. Sponsored for PEI membership by
Richard J. McLaughlin, ReitzPA, Brookville, PA. www.steelcityfueling.com


ADMITTED TO PEI


JR Integral S.R.L., Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic (dis)
C.A. Norris LLC, Attica, NY (S&C)
Care’s Quality Service, LLC, Bernville, PA (S&C)
Tora Batiste, Sunoco, Inc., Houston, TX (O&E)
Perry Bonelli, City of San Francisco, Concord, CA (O&E)
Andre A. Moss, Sun Oil Limited, Nassau, New Providence, Bahamas (O&E)
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From: Barolo, Mark
To: Klinger, Adam
Subject: RE: Nov 21 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report - Afternoon Briefing
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 12:56:00 PM


Ahh right, ski season is coming.  The forecast for this week may kick off the season.
 


I am available on the 15th, but not the 17th.  Let’s plan on the 15th and work out the details after
Thanksgiving.  I look forward to catching up. 
 
Have a great holiday.
Mark
 


From: Klinger, Adam 
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2014 1:15 PM
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: RE: Nov 21 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report - Afternoon Briefing
 
Hi Mark.  Actually, the 12th is my first day at Liberty this season.  Guessing our compressed days may be
off then.
How about Monday or Wednesday of the following week (12/15 or 12/17)?
Adam
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Adam Klinger
RE-Powering America's Land
Center for Program Analysis
US EPA, Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response
(202) 566-0546
 
Visit RE-Powering's Website
http://www.epa.gov/renewableenergyland/
 
Subscribe to RE-Powering's listserv at
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opei/opeipub.nsf/Re-powering
 


From: Barolo, Mark 
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2014 12:17 PM
To: Klinger, Adam
Subject: RE: Nov 21 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report - Afternoon Briefing
 
Hey Adam,
 
Yes, lunch sounds good.  It has been too long since we caught up.  I just looked at my calendar, and I am
free on Friday December 12.  Would that work for you?
 
Hope you had a great vacation.  Was it family-related, or just for fun?
Mark
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Latest News BNA Insights PDF LINK Search Full Publication    


Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read
the full version of all the stories in the final issue, published each night.


EPA Won't Finalize Renewable Fuel Standard in 2014, Cites Lengthy
Delays


 


From: Klinger, Adam 
Sent: Friday, November 21, 2014 4:18 PM
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: FW: Nov 21 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report - Afternoon Briefing
 
Hi Mark.  Hope you are well.  Saw you quoted in this BNA article this afternoon.
I’m just back from vacation and catching up. 
 
Let’s have lunch sometime after Thanksgiving and before the December holidays.
 
FYI
Adam
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Adam Klinger
RE-Powering America's Land
Center for Program Analysis
US EPA, Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response
(202) 566-0546
 
Visit RE-Powering's Website
http://www.epa.gov/renewableenergyland/
 
Subscribe to RE-Powering's listserv at
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opei/opeipub.nsf/Re-powering
 


From: BNA Highlights [mailto:bhighlig@bna.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 21, 2014 4:04 PM
To: Klinger, Adam
Subject: Nov 21 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report - Afternoon Briefing
 


Manage your email subscriptions
Email not displaying correctly? View publication in your browser.


Daily Environment Report


 
The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be
copyrighted and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have any questions or no longer wish to receive these
messages, please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-566-2370.
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Posted November 21, 2014, 3:51 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency announced today that it will not issue a final
renewable fuel standard for 2014 because the rule is nearly a year overdue.


“In light of this delay in issuing the 2014 RFS standards, the compliance
demonstration deadline for the 2013 RFS standards will take place in 2015,” the EPA
said in its notice.


The EPA proposed the 2014 renewable fuel standard in November 2013. The agency
was required by statute to finalize the rule by Nov. 30, 2013.


The EPA had proposed reducing the overall renewable fuel standard blending
mandate below the statutory requirements for the first time in 2014. The agency had
proposed that petroleum refiners and importers blend 15.21 billion gallons of
renewable fuels into their products. That is less than the 18.15 billion gallons
required by the Energy Independence and Security Act (Pub. L. No. 110-140)
because the agency did not believe the fuel sector could absorb any additional
ethanol.


In a separate action today, the American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers said it
plans to sue the EPA over delays in issuing the final 2014 rule.


EPA Concerned About Effort to Withdraw States' Discharge Authority


Posted November 21, 2014, 3:38 P.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


The Environmental Protection Agency is concerned about the growing number of
petitions seeking to withdraw the authority of various states to run their own Clean
Water Act permit programs, an agency official said yesterday.


Deborah Nagle, water permits division director in the EPA Office of Water, aired the
agency's concerns at a roundtable to discuss “hot topics” facing federal and state
regulations at the National Clean Water Law Seminar in St. Petersburg, Fla.


She said the EPA has about 19 petitions seeking to withdraw the delegated authority
of states to operate their National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit
programs under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act.


“We take these petitions and the allegations in these petitions seriously,” Nagle told
Bloomberg BNA after the roundtable discussion. She said the EPA reviews every
petition to see if the allegations are fact-based.


Forty-six states are delegated to run their programs, according to the EPA. To be
delegated that authority, states must ensure their programs meet minimum federal
requirements, such as requiring permits for regulated discharges and ensuring
appropriate enforcement. When they fail to do so, groups can petition the EPA to
suspend that authority and take over management of the program. This is often done
to push states to strengthen their programs.


EPA Downplays Storage Tank Fund Transfer for Short-Term Highway
Bill


Posted November 21, 2014, 3:43 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Transferring $1 billion from the Leaking Underground Storage Tank fund won't
“necessarily impact” the ability of the Environmental Protection Agency to clean up
contamination from leaking underground storage tanks around the country, the
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agency said after Congress approved the transfer earlier this year.


Cleanup operations are funded by $100 million through the appropriations process,
and the 0.1 cent tax on each gallon of motor fuel sold nationally brings in
approximately $150 million annually, Mark Barolo, deputy director of the Office of
Underground Storage Tanks, wrote in a Sept. 18 e-mail obtained through the
Freedom of Information Act.


Congressional leaders included a $1 billion transfer from the LUST fund to the
Highway Trust Fund as part of the way to fund the short-term highway transportation
bill that President Barack Obama signed into law Aug. 8 (Pub. L. No. 113-159).


Following that transfer, the LUST fund had approximately $400 million remaining.


Petroleum marketing industry groups opposed the transfer, which they warned could
jeopardize ongoing storage tank contamination cleanup efforts and decimate the
program. Despite those concerns, the EPA said money would continue to flow into
the fund.


EPA Issues Rule Revising Compliance Deadlines for Transport Rule


Posted November 21, 2014, 12:25 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


The Environmental Protection Agency is revising compliance deadlines included in the
agency's cross-state air pollution rule, an action the EPA said is necessary for
compliance with the regulation to begin in “an orderly manner” on Jan. 1.


EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy today signed an interim final rule that will revise
regulatory text to indicate that the Phase 1 emissions budgets in the cross-state rule
will apply in 2015 and 2016 and that the more stringent Phase 2 emissions budgets
and assurance provisions apply in 2017 and beyond. The agency said the rule is
consistent with an October decision by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit that lifted a stay of the cross-state rule.


The cross-state rule requires 28 states in the East, Midwest and South to reduce
power plant emissions of nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxide that cross state lines.
The regulation originally was scheduled to take effect on Jan. 1, 2012, but the D.C.
Circuit issued a stay while the rule was litigated.


As written, the rule called for emissions budgets to be implemented in two phases,
with the initial budgets in place during 2012 and 2013 and the more stringent Phase
2 budgets applicable in 2014. Those deadlines all passed during litigation, which saw
the cross-state rule be vacated by the D.C. Circuit before the U.S. Supreme Court
ultimately upheld the EPA's approach to regulating interstate transport.


EU Prosecutors Say Bloc Nations Failing to Tackle Environmental Crime


Posted November 21, 2014, 3:59 P.M. ET


By Stephen Gardner


European Union member states are failing to prosecute environmental crime
effectively, leaving the way open for organized crime groups to reap substantial
profits from activities such as the export of illegal waste and trade in endangered
species, EU prosecutors said in a report published today.


Environmental crime is under-prosecuted because of insufficient resources for
investigators, lack of coordination between EU countries, loopholes in different
national laws and low penalties, according to the report by Eurojust, the college of EU
prosecutors.


Leif Görts, a prosecutor from Sweden and leader of Eurojust's project team on
environmental crime, said that despite provisions in EU legislation requiring sanctions



http://op.bna.com/env.nsf/r?Open=aada-9r3q25

mailto:pambrosio@bna.com

http://www.epa.gov/crossstaterule/pdfs/CSAPRinterimfinal11_12_14.pdf

http://bit.ly/1F95YAf





for environmental crime to be “effective, proportionate and dissuasive,” penalties
that apply in EU member states “are generally speaking low.”


Eurojust, headquartered in The Hague, the Netherlands, is an EU institution that
coordinates the work of member state prosecutors in cases of cross-border crime.


Michèle Coninsx, president of Eurojust, said that because of the low risk of detection
and potential for high profits, “environmental crime goes hand-in-hand with
organized crime—mafia-type crime.”


Görts said that some EU countries were becoming hubs for certain types of
environmental crime. He said that the Czech Republic is becoming known for trade in
endangered species, such as the import of rhino horn.


Negotiations on California Drought Relief May Stretch Into 2015


Posted November 21, 2014, 11:36 A.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


Negotiations within the California congressional delegation on a water management
bill for drought relief in the state have made progress but will not be completed
before the end of the year, Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) said in a statement
yesterday.


She implied that the work would continue in the hope of achieving legislation in the
new year and a new Congress. The negotiation process “is ongoing and we have no
agreed-upon bill at this time,” she said.


House Republicans were not ready to throw in the towel. Reps. Devin Nunes (R-
Calif.) and David Valadao (R-Calif.) both released statements saying the would
continue to work on the legislation with the hope of accomplishing something before
the end of the year.


The discussions are important, as Feinstein said, for businesses, farmers,
households, fish and the California Delta, which has been at the center of a complex
tug-of-war over federal and state water supplies. The agricultural sector especially
has been hurt by the ongoing drought.


BLM Rejects California Desert Solar Project


Posted November 21, 2014, 2:49 P.M. ET


By Carolyn Whetzel


The U.S. Bureau of Land Management today rejected Aurora Solar LLC's application
to build a 200-megawatt photovoltaic facility in the Mojave Desert, finding the
proposed project could affect important resources.


The decision marks the first time BLM has denied an application for a renewable
energy project through a process established when it created solar energy zones
across western states.


In its determination, the BLM said environmental data it analyzed and other
information gathered from public, state, federal and tribal governments indicated the
impacts to the largely undisturbed valley could not be mitigated.


As a result, the proposed project was considered not to be in the public interest.


Aurora Solar has 30 days to appeal the determination, the BLM told Bloomberg BNA
today.


Interior, Colorado Agreement to Cancel 17 Natural Gas Leases on Roan
Plateau
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Posted November 21, 2014, 3:55 P.M. ET


By Tripp Baltz


The Interior Department and Colorado have entered into a settlement agreement
with conservationists over oil and gas leases on the Roan Plateau.


The agreement, signed Nov. 19 and filed with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth
Circuit, will result in the cancellation of 17 out of 19 natural gas parcels leased to Bill
Barrett Corp. by the Bureau of Land Management.


The company will receive a refund of $47.6 million for the cancelled leases.


The settlement is designed to protect wildlife and opportunities for recreational
development while allowing for energy development, all of which “are important to
Colorado's economy,” said Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper (D) in announcing the
deal today with Interior Secretary Sally Jewell and Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.).


“The Roan Plateau is an extraordinary place, and this settlement is a model for what
can be accomplished when we all come to the table and work to find solutions,”
Jewell said.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Ethanol Industries Lashes Out at EPA"s Prosed Blending Level for Biofuels
Date: Wednesday, June 03, 2015 7:53:35 AM


http://www.startribune.com/ethanol-industry-lashes-out-at-epa-s-proposed-blending-levels-for-
biofuels/305909381/
 
 
 
Ethanol industry leaders on Tuesday denounced the Obama administration’s proposed renewable
fuel policy, saying it would illegally scale back mandated blending of biofuels under a 2007 federal
law and represents a “war on farmers.”
 
The harsh criticism from top executives of two ethanol trade groups drew applause from hundreds
of industry officials at the 2015 Fuel Ethanol Workshop & Expo, a large conference being held this
week in Minneapolis.
 
“This administration is rolling back a program that by any measure has been an unmitigated
success,” said Bob Dinneen, CEO of the Renewable Fuels Association, the Washington-based
lobbying group for the ethanol industry.
 
After Dinneen’s hour of criticism, Brooke Coleman, head of the Advanced Ethanol Council, took the
podium to add more. Their ire was provoked by the EPA’s release on Friday of a long-awaited
proposal for how much ethanol must be blended into the nation’s fuel supply.
 
Under the proposal, the ethanol mandate would increase in coming years, but not at the aggressive
rate set in the 2007 federal law called the Renewable Fuel Standard, or RFS.
 
The EPA, which has authority to adjust the mandate, expects to issue final numbers in November.
 
“President Bush signed the most progressive biofuel policy in the world, and President Obama at
least to this point has been too weak-kneed to implement it,” said Coleman, who represents ethanol
producers who make advanced, lower-carbon biofuel from plant materials like corn cobs or grass
instead of corn kernels.
 
The EPA says the levels set in 2007 are unworkable. Unless they’re adjusted, the agency says, they
would require an impossible, manyfold increase next year in the production of advanced biofuels.
The agency was quick to respond to the criticism in Minneapolis.
 
“There continues to be a lot of overheated rhetoric on this topic,” said Christopher Grundler,
director of the EPA Office of Transportation and Air Quality, in an interview with the Star Tribune.
“The EPA’s job on this is to try to gather as many facts as we can, read the law in the best way that
we know how and put out a proposal that meets the test of looking at the science, looking at the
data … as well as a good dose of common sense. And that’s what we have tried to do here.”
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The law set ambitious goals to expand production of advanced biofuels. A complex system of
market-linked incentives was intended to spark investment in advanced biofuel production, as well
as fuel pumps to dispense higher-ethanol blends. Most gasoline is E-10, or 10 percent ethanol, and
ethanol makers want higher blends to gain a bigger slice of the U.S. fuel market.
 
But higher-ethanol blends like E-15, with 15 percent ethanol, are not widely sold. That constrains the
ethanol market to what the industry calls the 10 percent “blend wall.” Cellulosic ethanol technology
also has been slow to develop, with the first three U.S. commercial-scale plants only now starting up.
Meanwhile, the oil industry, which stands to lose market share, wants the RFS repealed.
 
Dinneen said that the Obama administration, by proposing a lower renewable fuel mandate, is
encouraging fossil fuels that contribute to climate change. “For an administration that seems to care
about energy diversity and seems concerned about runaway fracking, this rule will result in less
diversification, more fracking, more tar sands, more deep water drilling, more petroleum and less
renewable fuels,” Dinneen said. Tar sands is a heavy oil extracted in Canada.
 
He said the coal industry complains of a “war on coal” in relation to EPA’s Clean Power Plan to cut
carbon emissions at coal power plants. “I am beginning to think that this EPA has declared a two-
front war because now they seem to have a war on farmers,” he said.
 
Coleman said the emerging cellulosic ethanol is hurt the most because, under the proposed blending
levels, it would displace corn ethanol in the U.S. fuel market. “That is a cannibalistic business model
that nobody is going to sign up for,” Coleman said. “If you have to eat your own to innovate, you are
not going to innovate. What the Obama administration has really been wrong about is hoping that
that’s OK.”
 
Grundler of the EPA rejected those criticisms, saying the proposed blending numbers tell a different
story. “When I look at the math and the numbers I see growth in both corn ethanol and I see a six-
times growth in the volumes of cellulosic that’s required. … We’re providing every one of these fuels
a growth path. The marketplace is going to choose what the different mix of fuels ultimately will be.”
 
While lashing out at the EPA, the industry leaders had good things to say about the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s ethanol policy under the Obama administration. On Friday, the USDA announced a
$100 million program to help expand E-15 pumps and create a bigger market for ethanol — a
potential plus for the industry.
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RFA: The RFS celebrates 7 years of success
 
By Renewable Fuels Association | December 17, 2014
Renewable Fuels Association .
 
This Friday marks the seventh anniversary of the signing into law of the Energy Independence and
Security Act of 2007. The law expanded the renewable fuel standard (RFS) and set America on a path
toward a cleaner, more energy-independent future. The Renewable Fuels Association compiled a
report that examines the impact of the RFS over the past seven years on the economy, job creation,
agriculture, the environment, fuel prices, petroleum import dependence, and food prices.
EISA was approved in the Senate by a vote of 86–6 and passed the House of Representatives by a
vote of 314–100. After gaining Congressional approval, the legislation was signed into law by
President George W. Bush on Dec. 19, 2007. It greatly expanded the scope and range of the RFS by
setting a timeline for increased amounts of renewable fuels to be blended into America’s fuel supply
each year.
“The RFS was always intended to be a marathon and not a sprint. Results were never intended to
come overnight, but over the past seven years America has reaped vast economic, environmental,
and national security benefits due to the increased use of home-grown, renewable fuels,” noted Bob
Dinneen, president and CEO of the RFA. “Today’s report overwhelmingly shows that the RFS has
been an unmitigated success.”
Dinneen continued, “The only hiccup in the unprecedented success of the program is a consequence
of EPA’s recent failure to implement the program as designed by Congress. As we blow out the
candle on the RFS’ seventh birthday cake, we do so with a wish that EPA would quickly restore the
RFS to a trajectory that will enable continued investment in advanced biofuels, drive the market
beyond the blend wall, and provide consumers with meaningful options and savings at the pump.”
Among its findings, the report notes that “Renewable fuel production and consumption have grown
dramatically. Dependence on petroleum—particularly imports—is down significantly. Greenhouse
gas emissions from the transportation sector have fallen. The value of agricultural products is up
appreciably. And communities across the country have benefited from the job creation, increased
tax revenue, and heightened household income that stem from the construction and operation of a
biorefinery.”
According to the analysis, since 2007:
- The number of operational ethanol plants in the United States has nearly doubled, while annual
ethanol production has more than doubled.
- Advanced biofuel production has more than tripled.
- Corn acres planted have fallen 3 percent, while corn yield per acre has jumped 15 percent.
Meanwhile, corn prices have fallen 17 percent.    
 
- The size of the hypoxic “dead zone” in the Gulf of Mexico has shrunken by one-third, and
deforestation in the Amazon has fallen by more than half.
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- Transportation-related GHG emissions are down 10 percent.
- The share of U.S. crude oil demand satisfied by imports has fallen from 66 percent to 47 percent.
- Oil imports from OPEC are down more than 40 percent.
- The World Food Price Index is just 3 percent higher.
- Spending on food has increased $469 per household, 7.6 percent higher than in 2007 and in line
with typical inflation rates. Meanwhile, household spending on gasoline and motor oil is up nearly 10
percent.
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News Headline: News Headline: AIR POLLUTION: More ethanol in gasoline lowers smog -- study | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: Adding more ethanol to gasoline reduces the risk of cancer and the likelihood that
ground-level ozone will form, according to a study by an environmental research company.
 
The study examined the air impacts of increasing the amount of ethanol in petroleum gasoline from
10 percent to 15 percent. It estimated that switching from E10 to E15 would lead to a 6.6 percent
reduction in cancer risk from toxic air pollutants, a 4 percent reduction in ozone potential and a 1.5
percent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.
 
"The most significant changes from a change from E10 to E15 include a reduction in cancer risk from
vehicle exhaust and evaporative emissions, a reduction in the potential to form ozone or
photochemical smog, and a reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions," says the study by Life
Cycle Associates.
 
More than 95 percent of the gasoline sold in the United States contains 10 percent ethanol, but U.S.
EPA has recently allowed cars with model years 2001 and newer to run on E15, or gasoline
containing 15 percent ethanol. The approval has the potential to greatly expand the amount of
ethanol used in the United States, but gas stations have been slow to sell the fuel.
 
The study comes as E15 continues to face criticism from oil industry groups that say it causes engine
and fuel system damage. Its findings run contrary to a study earlier this year from Northwestern
University that linked ethanol to higher levels of ozone pollution in Brazil (Greenwire, May 2).
 
Life Cycle Associates did not conduct original research but rather aggregated the results of six
studies done by EPA, the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, Oak Ridge National Laboratory and
other entities. Americans United for Change commissioned the report. The progressive group has
been running a campaign over the past several months in support of the renewable fuel standard.
 
The study examined emissions of nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide, particulate matter, non-
methane hydrocarbons, ozone potential and cancer risk from toxic pollutants. Toxic contaminants
were weighted based on their carcinogenic risk.
 
Increasing the amount of ethanol in gasoline up to 15 percent has a negligible effect on emissions of
non-methane hydrocarbons, nitrogen oxides or carbon monoxide, the study found.
 
But by displacing more petroleum gasoline, increasing the amount of ethanol decreases emissions of
benzene, toluene and other aromatic compounds, according to the study. The overall decrease in
toxic air emissions is responsible for a 6.6 percent decrease in cancer risk.
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Switching from E10 to E15 also leads to a reduction in precursors linked to smog formation, but
those results are more uncertain than the reduction in cancer risk because of many variables.
According to the study, there's a 70 percent likelihood that switching to E15 reduces the chance of
ozone formation by 4 percent.
 
The study also found that moving from E10 to E15 results in a 1.5 percent reduction in greenhouse
gas emissions, taking into account the weighted contribution of corn ethanol fuel and gasoline
blending components. According to the study, each billion gallons of E15 used in cars would reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by 180,000 metric tons compared with the sale of the same amount of
E10 fuel.
| 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: Adding more ethanol to gasoline reduces the risk of cancer and the likelihood that
ground-level ozone will form, according to a study by an environmental research company.
 
The study examined the air impacts of increasing the amount of ethanol in petroleum gasoline from
10 percent to 15 percent. It estimated that switching from E10 to E15 would lead to a 6.6 percent
reduction in cancer risk from toxic air pollutants, a 4 percent reduction in ozone potential and a 1.5
percent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.
 
"The most significant changes from a change from E10 to E15 include a reduction in cancer risk from
vehicle exhaust and evaporative emissions, a reduction in the potential to form ozone or
photochemical smog, and a reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions," says the study by Life
Cycle Associates.
 
More than 95 percent of the gasoline sold in the United States contains 10 percent ethanol, but U.S.
EPA has recently allowed cars with model years 2001 and newer to run on E15, or gasoline
containing 15 percent ethanol. The approval has the potential to greatly expand the amount of
ethanol used in the United States, but gas stations have been slow to sell the fuel.
 
The study comes as E15 continues to face criticism from oil industry groups that say it causes engine
and fuel system damage. Its findings run contrary to a study earlier this year from Northwestern
University that linked ethanol to higher levels of ozone pollution in Brazil (Greenwire, May 2).
 
Life Cycle Associates did not conduct original research but rather aggregated the results of six
studies done by EPA, the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, Oak Ridge National Laboratory and
other entities. Americans United for Change commissioned the report. The progressive group has
been running a campaign over the past several months in support of the renewable fuel standard.
 
The study examined emissions of nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide, particulate matter, non-
methane hydrocarbons, ozone potential and cancer risk from toxic pollutants. Toxic contaminants
were weighted based on their carcinogenic risk.
 
Increasing the amount of ethanol in gasoline up to 15 percent has a negligible effect on emissions of







non-methane hydrocarbons, nitrogen oxides or carbon monoxide, the study found.
 
But by displacing more petroleum gasoline, increasing the amount of ethanol decreases emissions of
benzene, toluene and other aromatic compounds, according to the study. The overall decrease in
toxic air emissions is responsible for a 6.6 percent decrease in cancer risk.
 
Switching from E10 to E15 also leads to a reduction in precursors linked to smog formation, but
those results are more uncertain than the reduction in cancer risk because of many variables.
According to the study, there's a 70 percent likelihood that switching to E15 reduces the chance of
ozone formation by 4 percent.
 
The study also found that moving from E10 to E15 results in a 1.5 percent reduction in greenhouse
gas emissions, taking into account the weighted contribution of corn ethanol fuel and gasoline
blending components. According to the study, each billion gallons of E15 used in cars would reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by 180,000 metric tons compared with the sale of the same amount of
E10 fuel.
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Dear PEI Member:


Since PEI published its first recommended practice in 1987, we
have strived to produce documents to serve the needs of the
industry. This includes not only the subject matter of our books
but also the format. As technology changes the way we share
information, PEI has endeavored to provide our documents in the
formats you prefer. This week we have introduced a redesigned
bookstore that will allow you to purchase and use our
recommended practices in a variety of new ways.


In April 2013 we began offering recommended practices in
electronic format for download. The popularity of these PDF
versions has far outpaced our expectations—and so have the
requests for more sophisticated features. Working with our
partners at Techstreet we are now able to offer each of our
documents in print, or as a PDF with some innovative options.
Techstreet also offers specialized technical support to assist with
any issue you might have with ordering or opening a document.


Each PEI recommended practice is now available with the
following options:


Print. You receive a copy of the recommended practice
just as in the past. The only difference you might notice is
that your order ships from Techstreet’s warehouse. As new
titles are introduced, your print documents will be fulfilled
using print-on-demand technology.
Electronic PDF. This option is similar to the secure PDFs
we have offered. Print up to two copies and open it on one
or two devices. But unlike our previous system you can
purchase multiple copies of a PDF document in case others
in your office need a copy. You can also copy a limited
amount of text from our documents so you can cite the
specification or practice.
Print/PDF Combo. This new option provides the
convenience of both formats at a reduced price. A single
transaction gets you the paper book for your library and
the PDF to carry with you on your tablet or laptop.
Historical Copies. Sometimes you need to know where
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you’ve been. In case that includes one of our past
recommended practices, you’re covered. We now have the
version previous to the current version available for all
recommended practices.
Redline Editions. This makes comparing the current and
historical edition painless. Deletions are red and additions
are blue. You also receive a clean PDF copy.
Enterprise License.  The multi-user PDF option (above)
is perfect for small offices. But if you need more than ten
copies we suggest you consider this option. This
subscription service allows everyone in your company to
access the documents you need—whether it’s one RP or
the entire library.


One important point we want all members to be aware of involves your PEI-member
(discounted) pricing. The new storefront requires you to log in before you begin any
transactions. While our old shopping cart allowed you to pick-first-login-later, this is no
longer the case. If you browse the recommended practices without logging in, you will
only see our retail (nonmember) pricing. If you’re not sure what your username or
password is, or whether you even have one, visit our Login Reminder page.


To take a look at our new RP bookstore visit www.pei.org/RP.


HOUSE BILL WOULD ELIMINATE CORN ETHANOL MANDATE
Rep. Bob Goodlatte (R-VA) introduced a bill in Congress February 4 which would cap
the amount of ethanol allowed in gasoline at 10 percent and eliminate the renewable fuel
standard’s (RFS’s) corn ethanol mandate. The RFS, strengthened in a 2007 energy law,
requires 15 billion gallons of conventional corn ethanol and 21 billion gallons of advanced
ethanol in the nation’s motor fuel supply by 2022. Goodlatte’s bill, the RFS Reform Act of
2015, would remove the conventional ethanol blending requirement from the RFS,
leaving only the requirement for petroleum refiners to blend advanced biofuels, such as
biomass-based diesel and cellulosic ethanol, into the fuel supply.


BRIEFLY NOTED
The Kroger Co. will take delivery of 40 heavy-duty liquefied natural gas (LNG) trucks
over the next several months. The trucks will service a group of the company’s Fred
Meyer Stores in Oregon and southwest Washington. The trucks will be refueled from a
private LNG fueling station at Fred Meyer’s Clackamas (Oregon) Distribution Center.
Kroger has not made definite plans to expand LNG in other locations to fuel its delivery
fleet of over 1,500 company-owned tractors.
A bill (SB 0158) was introduced in the Rhode Island Senate February 5 that would
provide a 30 percent tax credit of the cost of equipment and installation of alternative
fuel dispensing and storage equipment. The bill includes E85, compressed natural gas,
LNG, propane, hydrogen and electricity. The bill was referred to the Senate Finance
Committee.
“Retail margins exploded 3.5¢ higher in 2014 thanks to a stellar fourth quarter.
This, combined with growing gasoline demand and a slight drop in card fees, allowed for
the greatest year on record for the gasoline retailing industry. Margin revenue surpassed
$25 billion. Retailers were able to achieve an all-time record high of 17.9¢ per gallon on
average in 2014 for regular grade. The all-grades pooled average also set a record high
at 18.6¢ per gallon.”—Lundberg Letter, January 5, 2015.
LSI Industries Inc., Cincinnati, Ohio, has hired John Bagwell as the president of its
technology division. Prior to joining LSI, he was president of TacTouch, Inc.


DEATHS
James A. (Jim) Wiegert, a 35-year veteran of the petroleum equipment industry, died
January 23 in Manhatten, Kansas,  after a long and courageous battle with ALS. He was
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69. Jim worked for Derby Oil after serving in Vietnam and later worked in various
operations and sales management positions with Ray’s Petroleum Equipment Inc. and
Double Check Company Inc. He is survived by his wife, Cheryl; a son, Jamie; daughters
Sarah Hayhurst and Holly Parikh; and three grandchildren.


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Minnesota distributor. Lube-Tech ESI, 850 Mendelssohn Avenue North, Golden Valley,
Minnesota 55427, has applied for distributor division membership. Daryl Anderson is
general manager for the firm, which was established in 2012. The company sells, installs
and services lubrication and petroleum marketing equipment, and represents Balcrank,
Fluidall, Franklin, Graco, HuskyCorp, Liquidynam, Morrison and RhinoTank. Sponsored for
PEI membership by Peter Christensen, S&RSalesMN, Burnsville, MN.
www.lubetech.com   
Oman distributor. Apex Mechanical Engineering LLC, P. O. Box 243, Azaiba, Oman CP
130, has applied for distributor division membership. Zubin Thomas Mathew is project
manager for the firm, which was established in 1999. The company supplies, installs and
maintains fuel dispensing pumps, submersible pumps, piping, tank level gauges and leak
detection systems. Apex represents ELAFLEX, Franklin, Goodyear, LqdCntrols, Tuthill and
Tatsuno. Sponsored for PEI membership by Tatsuya Aoyagi, Tatsuno, Minato-ku, Tokyo,
Japan. 
Car wash chemical provider. Diamond Shine Inc., 1340 East 289th Street, Wickliffe,
Ohio 44092, has applied for affiliate division membership. Scott Soble is president of the
firm, which was established in 1989. The company manufactures and distributes car
wash chemicals and detergents. Sponsored for PEI membership by Paul Fazio,
SonnysEnt, Tamarac, FL. www.diamondshine.com 
German business-to-business information source. PetrolPlaza, Am Krebsgraben 15,
Villingen-Schwenningen, Germany 78048, has applied for affiliate division membership in
PEI. Bruno Borewitsch is CEO of the firm, which was established in 1998. PetrolPlaza is
an online information source for the petrol retailing, fuel logistics and car wash markets.
Sponsored for PEI membership by Karsten Ehlers, ELAFLEX, Hamburg, Germany.
www.petrolplaza.com 
Ohio compliance testing and service firm. National Testing Contractors Association,
9881 York-Theta Drive, Unit D, North Royalton, Ohio 44133, has applied for affiliate
division membership. Dennis Oberdove is managing partner of the firm, which was
established in 2004. National Testing Contractors Association represents regional
contractors to provide national coverage for testing and inspecting aboveground and
underground storage tanks, lines, secondary containment and cathodic protection.
Sponsored for PEI membership by Dawn Brooks, PurporaEng, Saukville, WI.
www.ntcallc.com 
New Hampshire contractor. Gold Eagle Contracting, Inc., 62 Black Brook Road,
Meredith, New Hampshire 03253, has applied for service and construction division
membership. Glenn Worsmann is president of the firm, which was established in 1991.
The company performs all types of fuel system work, including the installation and
removal of underground and aboveground storage tanks. Sponsored for PEI membership
by Thomas J. Dion, WildcoPtr, Bloomfield, CT.
Ohio tank cleaning company. Rite-Way Industrial Service, Inc., 3520 Rohr Road,
Groveport, Ohio 43125, has applied for service and construction division membership.
Donald C. Blair is president of the firm, which was established in 1991. Rite-Way
specializes in cleaning underground and aboveground storage tanks. Sponsored for PEI
membership by Charles Burns, OWLarsonCo, Clarkston, MI.
www.ritewayindustrial.com    


ADMITTED TO PEI


Deidra Boyd, QuikTrip Corporation, Tulsa, OK (O&E)
Alcindor Bonamy, Sun Oil Limited, Nassau, Bahamas (O&E)
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: RPT-How "Big Corn" lost the ethanol battle to Philadelphia refiners
Date: Tuesday, May 13, 2014 7:40:21 AM


RPT-How 'Big Corn' lost the ethanol battle to Philadelphia refiners | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Reuters - Online
News Text: NEW YORK/WASHINGTON May 12 (Reuters) - Six months ago the U.S. oil industry scored
a surprise win against farm groups when the Obama administration proposed slashing the amount of
ethanol refiners must blend into gasoline, a move that could save them billions of dollars.
 
Stunned by the reversal, producers of the corn-based biofuel and their supporters are now fighting
back ahead of a June deadline for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to make a final
decision on the cut.
 
The clash has been portrayed as a battle between "Big Oil" and "Big Corn," two powerful and deep-
pocketed lobbies. But a Reuters review of public records and interviews with lawmakers, lobbyists
and executives reveals a more complex picture.
 
A private equity firm and an airline helped convince the Obama administration to backtrack, at least
temporarily, on a policy it has supported for years: requiring steadily-rising volumes of ethanol to be
blended into gasoline each year, a key to shifting U.S. energy consumption toward renewable
sources.
 
The ethanol industry, blindsided by the proposed cut, has said it was orchestrated by "Big Oil."
However, some of the most effective players in the fight weren't traditional oil majors but rather The
Carlyle Group and Delta Air Lines, owners of two Philadelphia-area refiners.
 
Together with their allies, the refiners helped convince policymakers that the rising mandates would
cripple their businesses and threaten thousands of jobs.
 
For key White House officials including Gene Sperling, President Barack Obama's top economic
adviser at the time, the pitch was familiar: a year earlier, many of the same players had worked with
him to rescue Philadelphia refineries from closure, saving jobs and keeping a lid on East Coast gas
prices.
 
In one exchange last July, Philadelphia Congressman Robert Brady contacted Vice President Joe
Biden on behalf of Carlyle, which bought two struggling refineries in his district in 2012. They had
been on the brink of closure due to lower margins then; now they were threatened by biofuel
mandates, whose cost eclipses the salaries of all refinery workers combined.
 
"I talked to the vice president and I told him what the issue was, and he said, 'we've got to try to fix
that,'" Brady said in an interview. "And we fixed it."
 
It is impossible to say how much impact any one group or company had on the decision to reduce
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the mandates. Carlyle and Delta acknowledged contacting lawmakers and regulators but declined to
comment on specific meetings.
 
The EPA said it consulted with stakeholders and other arms of the federal government but made the
final decision itself.
 
Still, the efforts of this informal coalition help explain how an industry with few open allies in
Washington was able to prevail - at least temporarily - over the once-invincible farm lobby, which
has seen its sway diminish.
 
"For thirty years, you would have lost a lot of money betting against ethanol, which usually wins,"
said Bob McNally, an energy consultant and former White House energy advisor under President
George W. Bush. "This time was different."
 
GETTING THE POLICY "RIGHT"
 
At its core, the fight is about who should bear the cost of blending increasing volumes of biofuels like
ethanol into fuel supplies under a 2007 law supported by both the Bush and Obama administrations:
the Renewable Fuel Standard, or RFS.
 
Refiners say the law, which mandates more biofuels to be blended into petroleum-based fuels
through 2022, is an untenable burden as gasoline demand shrinks. Biofuel groups say the volumes
required by the law should be met.
 
Dan Utech, a senior energy adviser to Obama, said in an interview that the administration "heard
loudly and repeatedly" from both sides. "Our goal was to try to balance objectives and get the policy
right," he said.
 
Tom Buis, CEO of Growth Energy, one of Washington's top two ethanol groups, pins the proposed
cut on the oil industry's heavy spending and an aggressive "misinformation" campaign about the
ethanol mandates' impact on gasoline prices.
 
Refiners spent at least $81 million on lobbying last year, nearly triple that of biofuel producers,
according to a Reuters analysis of data from the Center for Responsive Politics. The data does not
itemize spending on specific issues like the RFS.
 
Farm state legislators also lobbied the White House on behalf of their backyard interests. But the
response, some say, was more tepid: "Everywhere along the line it was a little bit like 'well, yup, I
hear ya,'" said Minnesota Senator Al Franken. The resulting cuts were thus "completely puzzling," he
said.
 
WHITE HOUSE TO THE RESCUE
 
As oil and biofuel groups vied for the White House's attention, the Philadelphia refiners had an
advantage, the White House was already familiar with their issues.







 
In 2011, the East Coast refining industry was on the brink of extinction. Sunoco Inc. was exiting the
business and threatening to shut its massive 330,000 barrels-per-day (bpd) refining complex in
Philadelphia - the Point Breeze and Girard Point refineries - if it couldn't find a buyer.
 
Enter Brady, a nine-term congressman with deep ties to the city's labor unions. Loath to lose 850
jobs in his district, he got in contact with Sperling to help save the refineries. Once Sunoco identified
Carlyle as a potential buyer, the White House helped expedite environmental approval for the
transaction, a person close to the deal said.
 
Brian MacDonald, who headed Sunoco at the time, said Brady has a reputation for getting things
done: "When he calls down to the White House, they pay attention to what he's saying."
 
Meanwhile, Delta Air Lines was approaching neighboring Pennsylvania Congressman Patrick Meehan
about buying another refinery located in his district, the 185,000 bpd Trainer plant in suburban
Philadelphia. It too was slated for closure.
 
By fall 2012 the deals were done, saving more than 1,200 jobs and averting a possible gasoline price
spike just ahead of the election, which Obama won.
 
FOR WANT OF A RIN
 
But by early 2013 those refineries and others like them were once again in trouble, this time
because of an obscure market for RINs, or Renewable Identification Numbers.
 
Created by the EPA in 2007 to enforce its mandates, the credits are 38-digit serial numbers used to
identify each gallon of U.S. biofuels. Refiners collect RINs to show compliance.
 
Suddenly they were in short supply. Refiners began to hoard RINs amid fears the rising mandates
would force them to blend gasoline with more than 10 percent ethanol, exceeding the level most car
makers' warranties and gas stations allow.
 
That meant refiners without adequate blending facilities saw their RIN costs surge. In 2013, the
industry's tab more than tripled to at least $1.35 billion, disclosures show.
 
"The economic consequences are crushing," said Philip Rinaldi, chief executive of the Carlyle-owned
refinery, in a statement.
 
The credits surged from about a nickel each in December 2012 to a high of $1.05 on March 11, 2013.
The next day, executives from Carlyle and its Philadelphia refiner met with White House economic
adviser Ronald Minsk, visitor logs show.
 
Later that month, Meehan went back to work on behalf of Delta, hand-delivering a letter to Sperling
urging the president's help in taming RIN prices. He also raised the issue with White House Chief of
Staff Denis McDonough.







 
"They were aware of the issue and they themselves were trying to work through the component
pieces to see if there was a solution," Meehan said. Thanks to the 2012 refinery rescue, "it wasn't
new territory," he said.
 
Other refiners joined the chorus. On June 26, a dozen industry representatives from companies
including PBF Energy and Phillips 66 met with Sperling, visitor logs show. People familiar with the
meeting say refining executives discussed an October 2012 study sponsored by the oil industry
warning the U.S. economy would fall into a "death spiral" unless the biofuel blending mandates were
reduced.
 
Asked about White House meetings, Utech said: "With everybody that comes in, we take seriously
concerns that they raise and we look skeptically at claims that they make."
 
SUMMER BLITZ
 
On July 18, RINs, painfully, rose further to $1.45. Within days, David Marchick, a Carlyle executive
who had worked with Brady on the 2012 refinery deal, contacted the congressman's office seeking
help, according to a Brady aide.
 
Brady's first phone call was to Biden, who hails from Delaware - another state that had fought in
2010 to save local refinery jobs from a shutdown.
 
"We did all this work and now we're going to lose this thing?" Brady said of the conversation. He said
Biden agreed. Biden's office declined to comment on the exchange.
 
Asked about his role, Sperling described himself as a "canary in the coal mine" on the issue, flagging
it at meetings with senior Obama advisers. Broader decisions about it involved many voices within
the administration, he said.
 
"We were very committed to the growth of biofuels, but when RIN prices go up from a few cents to
as high as $1.45 in a period of months, that is a degree of potential disruption and volatility that you
have to take seriously," Sperling said.
 
Meetings intensified in July and August, when 17 refiners and their allies visited the White House's
rulemaking arm, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to discuss the RFS. Only six biofuel
supporters visited the OMB over the same time.
 
Biofuel groups eventually stepped up their efforts, but only after an October leak of an EPA proposal
showed the agency was already planning to cut the corn ethanol mandate to about 13 billion
gallons, 1.4 billion less than what was called for in the law. In November, the EPA formally proposed
the cut, along with reductions to other biofuels.
 
FIGHTING BACK
 







Biofuel supporters are now trying to make up lost ground.
 
In April, the industry relaunched a public lobbying effort, buying TV and online ads and creating a
new website - OilRigged.com - addressing oil industry "misinformation."
 
Hearings also have resumed on Capitol Hill, where on April 8 the latest topic was job creation and
savings at the gas pump thanks to Washington's biofuel mandates. Many policy analysts now believe
when the EPA finalizes its blending rules in June, the cuts will not be as deep as proposed in
November.
 
"I think that the final rule will be slightly less severe," said Divya Reddy, energy analyst at Eurasia
Group.
 
Biofuels supporters have said they are also willing to go to court, if needed, to defend the RFS from
the cuts. But for now, the groups are busy knocking on White House doors again.
 
"We're trying to reach out to White House folks that have heard from the refiners -- but haven't
heard from us," said a biofuel trade group representative. (Additional reporting by Joshua Schneyer
in New York; Editing by Jonathan Leff and Alden Bentley)








From: Morning Consult
To: Barolo, Mark
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View it online


    


energy


ABOUT POLLING SPONSOR SUBSCRIBE


 
By Davis Burroughs (@DAVISBURROUGHS)
 
 
Today’s Washington Brief:


International envoys agreed to the first ever deal committing every country in the world to reduced
fossil fuel use, but the climate pact leaves something to be desired, Coral Davenport writes for the
New York Times.
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency won’t say when it will issue new Renewable Fuel
Standard requirements, which is causing some lawmakers to double down on reforming the ethanol
mandate, Morning Consult reports.


Incoming Sen. Majority Leader Mitch McConnell warned overseas audiences that U.S. climate
pledges should be met with skepticism, because new management is taking over Congress, the
Washington Examiner reports.


 
Today’s Business Brief:


Violence in Libya disrupted oil output this morning, driving up global prices, the Wall Street Journal
reports.


OPEC hasn’t set an oil-price target, the United Arab Emirates’ energy minister said, and won’t cut
output even if prices fall below $40 a barrel, Blooomberg News reports.


Cheap oil prices undermine the economic benefits of building the Keystone XL oil pipeline. Politico
reports that could give President Obama reason to delay a decision on the pipeline further.
 


Today's Chart Review: 
 
AAA: Consumers now saving $100 per month on gasoline
from Fuel Fix by Ryan Holeywell
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Mark Your Calendars (All Times Eastern): 


Monday: IEA call & webinar on Medium-Term Coal Market Report @ 9 am
Monday: USEA discussion on social cost or benefit of CO2 @ 10 am
Monday: N. American Energy Ministers Meeting @ 12:15 pm
Tuesday: NRC meeting on test reactor initiatives @ 9 am
Tuesday: CSIS discussion on climate-related investment @ 9:30 am
Tuesday: RFF & EPRI webinar on air & climate benefits of CPP @ 12 pm
Tuesday: ELI seminar on green infrastructure in action @ 12 pm
Wednesday: ACORE webinar on empowering consumers w/renewables @ 12 pm
Wednesday:  CSIS conference on revisiting role of coal @ 1 pm
Wednesday: Senate EPW hearing on ozone standards @ 2:30 pm
Wednesday: JHU seminar on on energy and national security @ 6 pm
Thursday: Earnings Reports: SandRidge Energy Inc.
Thursday: FERC open meeting @ 10 am
Thursday: Energy Central webinar on future of power in America @ 12 pm
Thursday: Bipartisan Policy Center in-depth review of U.S. energy policy @ 2 pm
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General
 
1) Paris climate summit faces tougher job after modest Lima deal
from Reuters by Alister Doyle and Valerie Volcovici
 
A Paris summit in 2015 will face a tougher task to agree a U.N. deal to slow climate change after the hopes
of many that cooperation between Washington and Beijing would be a magic key to end global gridlock
dissolved in chaotic preparatory talks in Lima.
 
2) A Climate Accord Based on Global Peer Pressure
from the New York Times by Coral Davenport
 
Shortly before 2 a.m. on Sunday, after more than 36 straight hours of negotiations, top officials from nearly
200 nations agreed to the first deal committing every country in the world to reducing the fossil fuel
emissions that cause global warming.
 
3) Disapproval of EPA 'will soon be very clear'
from the Washington Examiner by Zack Colman
 
Incoming Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said there won't be any mistaking what Congress thinks
about the Environmental Protection Agency when Republicans take control of the upper chamber in
January.
 
4) How Cheap Oil Complicates Investing
from the Wall Street Journal by Gregory Zuckerman
 
For most Americans, this year’s sudden collapse of oil prices appears to be unqualified good news. Oil
prices have dropped 45% since June, amid surging output from U.S. shale fields, strong Saudi Arabian
production and weak demand from Asia and elsewhere. They dropped 12.2% just last week, closing Friday
at $57.81 a barrel. Analysts at Credit Suisse and other banks say it will take years before oil prices return to
$100-a-barrel levels.
 
5) Stuck Earning $1 a Day? Exxon Wants to Be Your New Best Friend
from Bloomberg News by Matthew Campbell, Tara Patel and Alex Morales 
 
Big Oil and King Coal are in it for the little guy. Exxon Mobil Corp., Chevron Corp., Peabody Energy Corp.
and Glencore Plc have increasingly taken to portraying themselves as champions of the world’s poor.
Billions of people in developing countries, they say, need access to cheap oil, natural gas and coal to pull
themselves from poverty into the middle class.
 
6) The Democratic Party debates it soul
from Politico Magazine by David Rogers
 
With the loss of the Senate and President Barack Obama reduced to lame duck status, Democrats in
Congress seem torn between two choices: dig in or head to the hills and try to rebuild a guerrilla army.
 
7) AAA: Consumers now saving $100 per month on gasoline
from Fuel Fix by Ryan Holeywell
 
U.S. households are saving about $100 per month on gasoline prices today compared to peak prices they
experienced during the spring and summer, AAA said Friday.
 
8) Oil and Gas Industry Faces Its Methane Problem
from National Geographic by Christina Nunez
 
Seen with the naked eye, a natural gas facility's storage tanks and pipes appear fairly innocuous—boring, in
fact. Switch to an infrared camera, and it looks like a five-alarm fire. Clouds of gas billow upward, spewing
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methane gas into the atmosphere.
 
9) U.S. Stock-Index Futures Advance After Rout as Exxon Mobil Gains
from Bloomberg News by Sofia Horta e Costa
 
U.S. stock-index futures rose, indicating the Standard & Poor’s 500 Index will rebound after its worst week
in more than two years, amid confidence that the nation’s economy can withstand a global slowdown.
 
 
Oil
 
10) Oil Prices Rebound on Disrupted Exports
from the Wall Street Journal by Georgi Kantchev
 
Oil prices rebounded Monday as armed clashes in Libya over the weekend disrupted oil exports.
 
11) How cheap oil changes the world
from the Christian Science Monitor by David Unger
 
Consumers get lower heating bills and prices at the pump. Russia, Iran, and Venezuela face shrinking
treasuries, while Saudi Arabia tries to still US drills.
 
12) U.A.E. Sees OPEC Output Unchanged Even If Oil Drops to $40
from Bloomberg News by Anthony DiPaola and Mahmoud Habboush
 
OPEC will stand by its decision not to cut output even if oil prices fall as low as $40 a barrel and will wait at
least three months before considering an emergency meeting, the United Arab Emirates’ energy minister
said.
 
13) How America is Kicking Its Oil Habit
from Bloomberg News by Lynn Doan and Dan Murtaugh 
 
The U.S. is producing the most oil in 31 years, economic growth is picking up and crude prices are plunging.
So why is Americans’ use of petroleum waning?
 
14) Will cheap oil kill Keystone?
from Politico by Elana Schor
 
Greens who want President Barack Obama to kill the Keystone XL pipeline are adding a new weapon to
their arsenal of protests and lawsuits — the world’s glut of cheap oil.
 
15) Keystone XL groups wait on Nebraska court
from the Washington Examiner by Zack Colman
 
The Nebraska Supreme Court left every Keystone watcher hanging Friday, heading home for the weekend
without ruling whether the state legislature could approve a new route for the controversial oil pipeline.
 
 
Utilities and Infrastructure
 
16) Eggnog and efficiency: How the holiday season affects utilities
from Utility Dive by Robert Walton
 
Buoyed by an improving economy, holiday spending is expected to rise this year. But consumers still
looking for ways to avoid sticker shock need look no further than their energy use, say utilities.
 
17) New SC net metering agreement: Full retail rate, no solar fees
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from Utility Dive by Gavin Bade
 
A major agreement has been reached between solar advocates and utilities in the debate over net metering
in South Carolina, The State newspaper reports.


Coal 


18) ‘War on coal’ goes global
from Politico Pro by Erica Martinson
 
U.S. coal producers once had high hopes for selling to energy-hungry Asia. But prices in those markets are
plummeting, and China just pledged to cap its coal use and curb its carbon emissions.
 
19) Coal Demand Growth to Slow in Next Five Years on China, IEA Says
from Bloomberg News by Alessandro Vitelli 
 
Global coal demand growth will slow in the five years through 2019 as China, the world’s biggest consumer
of the fuel, takes steps to cut energy intensity and diversify supply, according to the International Energy
Agency.
 
20) China’s Coal Addiction Brings Scourge of Black Lung
from the Wall Street Journal by Chuiun-Wei Yap
 
When the shortness of breath he suffered for months became so labored that it fractured his sleep, coal
miner Ruan Fayou knew he needed help.
 
 
Renewables
 
21) EPA Delay Opens Window for RFS Reform
from Morning Consult by Davis Burroughs
 
The Environmental Protection Agency’s lack of punctuality might have given the oil and gas industry and
environmental advocates their best shot so far at undoing the Renewable Fuel Standard. But political
realities of a Republican Senate means it could still be an uphill battle next year.
 
22) Capturing Carbon as a Byproduct of Running a Fuel Cell
from the New York Times by Matthew Wald
 
The more that engineers look, the more they find unexpected ways to capture carbon dioxide, a gas that
scientists say threatens global climate stability.


A message from Southern Company:


Part of a common-sense national energy policy is developing a diverse portfolio of energy resources.
Nuclear energy gives Americans what they want the most; more energy security, efficiency, affordability and
a cleaner, healthier environment. Learn about how Southern Company is leading the nuclear energy
renaissance with the construction of new units at Plant Vogtle in Georgia


 
OPINIONS, EDITORIALS, PERSPECTIVES


23) Transmission Is The Key To Achieving Climate Goals
from Morning Consult by Bill White
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Saying that “much has been said and written” about EPA’s Clean Power Plan is an epic understatement.
 More than 1.6 million individuals, organizations, and businesses weighed in before the public comment
period ended last Monday.  Unfortunately, this avalanche of input – like the proposed rule itself – paid
almost no attention to arguably the most well-established and cost-effective approach to reducing electric
sector carbon emissions: expanding and upgrading high voltage transmission.
 
24) Congress's hostile takeover of endangered species efforts
from The Hill by Erik Molvar
 
Last week, Congress attached a rider to the omnibus spending bill that blocks the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service from issuing new protections for both greater and Gunnison sage-grouse over the next year, dealing
a blow to efforts to reverse these birds' continued decline toward extinction.


A message from Southern Company:
 
Southern Company is working, exploring and innovating to come up with better ways to provide customers
with clean, safe, reliable, affordable energy – and nuclear is an important piece of the puzzle. Nuclear
energy fits into our diverse mix of smart energy resources. It’s a proven technology that is emission-free. To
learn more about Southern Company’s development of the first new nuclear units in more than 30 years
visit southerncompany.com and follow us on Twitter.
 
  
RESEARCH REPORTS, ISSUE BRIEFS, CASE STUDIES
 
 
25) Will New Technologies Give Critical Boost to Solar Power?
from Yale’s Environment 360 by Cheryl Katz
 
Today, despite recent progress, solar power accounts for about one percent of the world’s energy mix. Yet
the International Energy Agency (IEA) says that solar energy, most of it generated by decentralized
“rooftop” photovoltaic systems, could well become the world’s single biggest source of electricity by mid-
century.
 
26) Gasoline prices tend to have little effect on demand for car travel 
from the U.S. Energy Information Administration by Michael Morris
 
The U.S. average retail price per gallon of regular motor gasoline has fallen 28% from its 2014 peak of
$3.70 per gallon on June 23, to $2.68 per gallon on December 8. However, this price decline may not have
much effect on automobile travel, and in turn, gasoline consumption. Gasoline is a relatively inelastic
product, meaning changes in prices have little influence on demand.


This message sent to barolo.mark@epa.gov by Energy@MorningConsult.com
The Morning Consult
Morning Consult, P.O. Box 15628
Washington, DC 20003


You are receiving this email from: Morning Consult Distribution (More info)
Unsubscribe | Manage Your Subscription | Forward to a Friend
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Dear PEI Member:


We have been asked with increasing frequency if PEI has taken a
stance on a variety of issues having to do with underground
storage tanks, reformulated fuels, weights and measures, EMV
and OSHA. The short answer is no.


PEI is not a lobbying organization. We do not employ any
registered lobbyists and do not have a legislative committee. The
association’s stance has always been fuel and equipment neutral.
The PEI Board of Directors has followed this policy for decades
because any action taken on behalf of PEI members would tend
to help some of our members while hurting others. Furthermore,
serving as an advocate for laws and regulations that may benefit
some members but hurt our customers is a policy PEI has always
avoided.


That’s a very brief explanation about what PEI will not do. But
since the mission of PEI “is to be the leading authority and
source of information for the fuel and fuel handling equipment
industries,” there are a few things that PEI does on the
legislative and regulatory fronts that deserve mentioning:


We are a member of the National Association of Wholesaler
Distributors (NAW) which is a pro-business association in
Washington, D.C. They lobby on behalf of business issues
that affect the wholesale distribution industry. PEI may co-
sign letters with other NAW-member trade associations to
members of Congress and federal agencies when potential
legislation and/or regulations matter to PEI members.     
PEI provides information to Congress and regulatory
agencies upon request. Most requests for information have
to do with the availability and functionality of equipment,
and the cost of particular equipment and services.
Information provided by PEI is always gathered and
averaged from informal surveys of PEI members. No
confidential or proprietary information relating to specific
members is ever shared.
PEI provides access to all of our information (except
member data) to regulators throughout the world free of
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charge.


EPA EXTENDS BIOFUELS DEADLINE AGAIN
U. S. EPA is again extending the compliance period for refiners to
meet 2013 renewable fuel standard (RFS) requirements, citing
delays in finalizing the 2014 standards.


In a direct final rule issued August 1, EPA said it would extend
the deadline for refiners to submit RFS compliance reports until
30 days after the 2014 rule is finalized. EPA previously said
refiners would have to show compliance with the 2013 standards
by September 30. “This action is being taken because we are still
working on the 2014 RFS final standards, and we are taking the
time to get them right,” EPA said in an email.


EPA’s proposal for 2014, released last fall, has been highly controversial and taken much
longer than the agency originally anticipated to finalize. It would represent the first
rollback of the federal standards for both ethanol and advanced biofuels, requiring
refiners to blend 15.21 billion gallons of biofuels this year. EPA received more than
10,000 comments on the proposal, many from farmers and biofuel producers who
warned that the proposal would erase some gains made in the rural economy and energy
independence. At this point it is unclear when EPA will finalize the 2014 rule. A group of
senators who met with the White House recently said its release was “imminent,” but EPA
has yet to send over the rule to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for final
review. Consideration by OMB, once it receives the rule, could take at least several
weeks.


PEI SEEKING MEMBERS TO PLAN SERVICE & CONSTRUCTION MANAGERS
CONFERENCE
PEI will sponsor its 2015 Service and Construction Managers Conference March 19-21. In
order to develop the most beneficial and relevant program for attendees, PEI needs your
help. On average, this Conference brings together more than 100 industry professionals
in service and construction management. Serving on the Conference planning committee
is an excellent opportunity to put your expertise to good use, help the association and
gain greater value from your PEI membership.


If you are interested in serving on the committee responsible for planning the
Conference, contact Bob Young at PEI byoung@pei.org (918-236-3966) no later than
Wednesday, August 27. All committee meetings will be held via conference call. Planning
committee members are expected to register and attend the Conference.  


PEI ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR SERVICE MANAGER NETWORKING GROUPS
Modeled after PEI’s highly successful 10-Groups program for company owners and
managers, these new networking groups will provide a forum for service managers to
brainstorm, share knowledge, problem solve and generate new ideas. To join, members
must be responsible for managing service department work and personnel. There is no
additional fee to participate in a PEI Service Manager Networking Group. For more
information visit our website, or contact Bob Young at byoung@pei.org or 918-236-
3966.


EMPLOYMENT AND REPRESENTATION TRANSITIONS
Freedom Electronics, LLC, Kennesaw, Georgia, has named Matt Jenkins vice president
of sales and marketing. He will report to Rod Smith, president of Freedom Electronics.
The Society of Independent Gasoline Marketers of America (SIGMA), Washington,
D.C., announced July 31 that executive vice president Ken Doyle has decided to leave
SIGMA after 34 years to pursue other opportunities. SIGMA has formed a transition team
that is charged with identifying Doyle’s successor.
OMNTEC Mfg., Inc., Ronkonkoma, New York, has contracted with Rocky Mountain



mailto:byoung@pei.org?subject=Conference

http://www.pei.org/AboutPEI/ServiceManagersNetworkingGroups.aspx

mailto:byoung@pei.org?subject=Networking





Rep Agency and The Boston-McDermott Group to represent OMNTEC in the Western
United States.


DEATHS
Robert A. Becker, owner of Becker Aviation Specialists, passed away June 29 after a
short battle with cancer. He was 86. Bob spent his career working in aviation, his lifelong
passion. He founded Becker and Associates in 1969 and started Becker Aviation
Specialists after he left Becker and Associates in 2012. He is survived by his wife, Mary
Lou; daughter Polly (Doug) Kerkman; son Jay (Robin); daughter Nancy (Brian) Olson;
three stepchildren; and six grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his former wife,
Shirley, in 1996. 
Donald Johnson, former chair of the National Fire Protection Association’s Flammable
and Combustible Liquids Code Committee and the Technical Committee on Automotive
and Marine Service Stations, died July 14. He was 93. A chemical engineer by training,
he worked 37 years in the petroleum industry. He is survived by his son and daughter
and was preceded in death by his wife. Don was one of the best chairs I have had the
pleasure to work with in any capacity. He was fair, knowledgeable and always able to add
some humor to otherwise bland proceedings.  
Al Villareal, an employee of Coleman Hanna Carwash Systems LLC, was involved in a
car accident July 20 and did not survive.


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Tennessee distributor. Phillips Sales and Service Inc., 1772 Beersheba Road,
McMinnville, Tennessee 37110, has applied for distributor division membership. Dave
Brown is vice president of the firm, which was established in 1948. The company
represents Bagby, Bennett, Catlow, CentralIl, ESCO, Franklin, LSI, ModernWeld,
NewberryTk, PemcoFL, PMPCorp, RDMElec, TMS and Tuthill. Phillips Sales and Service
also services petroleum equipment. Sponsored for PEI membership by Lucas Ford,
LucasFord, St. Petersburg, FL.
Compliance documentation software provider. No Violation, Inc., 1325 Howard
Avenue, Number 525, Burlingame, California 94010, has applied for affiliate division
membership. E. Tabet is founder and CEO of the firm, which was established in 2010.
The company provides cloud-based software for the storage of compliance documents.
Sponsored for PEI membership by Eddy Tabet, TEC, South San Francisco, CA.
www.noviolation.com
Georgia architectural and engineering firm. Robertson Loia Roof Architects &
Engineers, 3460 Preston Ridge Road, Suite 275, Alpharetta, Georgia 30005, has applied
for affiliate division membership. Alison R. Daughtry is fuel project manager for the firm,
which was established in 1980. The company provides design services in architecture,
landscape architecture, interior design, civil, structural and MEP engineering. Sponsored
for PEI membership by David L. Jones, Galloway, Greenwood Village, CO.
www.rlrpc.com 
California installation and maintenance firm. George Bryant Construction Inc., 9333
Golden Street, Alta Loma, California 91737, has applied for service and construction
division membership. Ronald Franklin is project manager for the firm, which was
established in 1989. The company installs, maintains and tests aboveground and
underground fuel storage systems. Sponsored for PEI membership by Pablo Fuerte,
PFServices, Upland, CA.
Dominican Republic service company. Petro y Mas, C/Romulo Betancourt #1370,
Local 2D, Santo Domingo, Districto Nacion, Dominican Republic, has applied for service
and construction division membership. Rafael Enrique Mota Luna is president of the firm,
which was established in 2009. The company installs and services equipment at fueling
stations and convenience stores. Sponsored for PEI membership by Oscar Ramirez,
Bolivar, Miramar, FL.


ADMITTED TO PEI
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Eduardo Cantu Garcia, GYBSACO, Santa Catarina, NL, Mexico (O&E)
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Foreword 



The National Exposure Research Laboratory’s Ecosystems Research Division (ERD) in Athens, 
Georgia, conducts research on organic and inorganic chemicals, greenhouse gas biogeochemical 
cycles, and land use perturbations that create direct and indirect, chemical and non-chemical 
stresses, exposures, and potential risks to humans and ecosystems.  ERD develops, tests, applies 
and provides technical support for exposure and ecosystem response models used for assessing 
and managing risks to humans and ecosystems, within a watershed / regional context. 



The Regulatory Support Branch (RSB) conducts problem-driven and applied research, develops 
technology tools, and provides technical support to customer Program and Regional Offices, 
States, Municipalities, and Tribes. Models are distributed and supported via the EPA Center for 
Exposure Assessment Modeling (CEAM). 



The Internet tools described in this report provide methods and models for evaluation of 
contaminated sites. Two problems are addressed by models.  The first is the placement of wells 
for correct delineation of contaminant plumes.  Because aquifer recharge can displace plumes 
downward, the vertical placement of well screens is critical to obtain proper characterization 
data. The second is the use of models where data are limited. In this case some form of 
uncertainty analysis is necessary to evaluate transport behavior.  The remainder of the report 
describes a series of tools for estimating various model input parameters. 



Rosemarie C. Russo, Ph.D. 
Director 
Ecosystems Research Division 
Athens, Georgia 
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1.  Introduction 



Sites that are contaminated with fuels and dissolved components of petroleum products 
are commonly assessed through a combination of field data collection and application of models. 
The field data typically consist of two types:  first, field-measured aquifer parameters and 
second, contaminant and water level observations. The first type may consist of grain size 
distributions, hydraulic conductivity, and aquifer geometry.  The second, contaminant and water 
level data, may consist of soil core data, aqueous concentrations,  water and product levels in 
wells. Generally the second type of data is most abundant.  The distinction between the two 
types of data is made because the first type of data correspond, even if roughly, to inputs to 
models and the second type to outputs from models. 



Rarely are field data alone used in assessing a site.  Some means are needed to extract 
information from the data. Usually this is done with models of various types.  Models may take 
the form of simple formulas or complex numerical calculations.  The simpler formulas and 
approaches may not be perceived as models, but they share similar characteristics.  Each is based 
upon a set of assumptions which in some cases are well-matched by site conditions.  Generally 
each also require ancillary data which are often obtained from the literature.  In some cases these 
ancillary data are not easily obtained.  The purpose of the methods and models described in this 
report provide a basis for evaluating field observations and extracting information from a variety 
of field observations. 



The On-line Calculators 



Each of the methods and models described in this document are available as a set of on
line calculators. They may be found on the Internet1 at: 



http://www.epa.gov/athens/onsite 



The calculators were developed from interactions with state environmental agencies.  The most 
important collaborations have been with the Region 2 Office of the New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation and the Pennsylvania Land Recycling program2. 



Four types of calculations are found on the web site: 



1Use of the calculators require that Javascript be enabled and that the Java 2 plug-in be 
available.  See http://www.java.com/en/download/windows_automatic.jsp for more information. 



2Other significant interactions have occurred with the North Carolina Department of 
Natural Resources, Ohio Bureau of Underground Storage Tank Regulations, Delaware 
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control, Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources , EPA Regions 9 and 4. 
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• formulas, 
• models, 
• scientific demos, and 
• unit conversions. 



The formulas generally represent inputs to transport models that are derived from field 
observations, literature data, or a combination of the two.  These address concepts of field data 
assessment discussed in the Introduction.  The models are intended to transfer knowledge gained 
from working on various sites.  Because of limitations inherent to use of the Internet, it is not 
desirable to reproduce complex models as web applications.  Primarily the ability to store data is 
severely restricted.  The models are thus simple, but intended to introduce important concepts, 
rather than serve as competitors to PC models. The term “calculator” also represents the models, 
because they are intermediate between a hand calculation and a complex modeling application. 



Two of the models have been selected for highlighting in this report.  These appear in 
Chapters 2 and 3. The first model addresses the diving of contaminant plumes into aquifers. 
This behavior may be caused by recharge of rainwater.  In light of the uncertainties in model 
parameters, this calculation is not expected to give some sort of exact answer, but is intended to 
be used to place well screens in the best possible vertical positions. 



The second of the models is called “ConcentrationUncertainty” because it addresses the 
ranges of possible model behavior given uncertainty in model input parameters.  As will be 
described, each parameter of the model is subject to some amount of uncertainty and this 
application highlights that uncertainty.  To move beyond simply identifying this problem, the 
model can also determine generic parameter sets that always produce the worst (or best) case 
results. For some applications, single model runs with these parameters could be used for more 
certain decision-making, than the typical average parameter values used by modelers. 



The remainder of the document (Chapter 4) is devoted to describing specific inputs to 
models, focusing on those that drive transport.  Each of these calculations is described, along 
with literature and other input data. For each method an examination of typical results is given. 
For reference, Appendix 1 gives the Internet addresses for each calculator described in the text. 
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2.  Plume Diving 



This chapter describes the first of two models and its approach to their site-specific usage. 
The first model was designed to aid in the placement of monitoring wells by assessing the 
contribution of aquifer recharge to the vertical position of contaminant plumes.  This topic will 
introduced through data from a site and three on-line tools.  The on-line tools allow exploration 
of the apparent concentrations in boreholes that result from screen length and well placement 
choices3, the estimation of vertical gradients from nested wells4, and the approximation of 
vertical displacement of plumes due to aquifer recharge.5  The first two of these calculators 
introduce the issues of vertical transport and the third allows site-specific data to be used for 
estimating plume diving and subsequent placement of well screens. 



Vertical Delineation and Transport of Contaminants 



Primarily contaminants are transported by flowing ground water.  Thus the direction that 
the contaminant takes is determined by the direction of the flowing ground water.  When ground 
water moves deeper into an aquifer, the contaminants are also transported deeper or “dive”.  This 
has an implication for sampling and well construction:  the sample intervals must be located 
appropriately or diving plumes might be missed.  



Data from the East Patchogue, New York gasoline release site (Weaver et al., 1996) are 
used to illustrate the consequences of ill-placed well screens. At this site there was an intensive 
characterization using vertically-discrete samplers.  As a result the vertical distribution of 
contaminants is well-known. The second example is derived from this data and allows 
placement of well screens of differing lengths at differing depths in the aquifer.  By 
encapsulating this idea in an applet, the implications of screen length and position can be seen 
directly from a data set. 



These examples illustrate problems that can be created by inappropriate sampling 
locations. A simple calculation may assist in estimating the required placement of monitoring 
wells when recharge dominates vertical flow.  This calculation is available in a calculator that is 
described below. 



3The Average Borehole Concentration calculator: 
http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/abc.htm. 



4The Vertical Gradient calculator: http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-
two/onsite/vgradient.htm. 



5The Plume Diving calculator: http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-
two/onsite/diving.htm. 
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1) East Patchogue, New York Plume Diving 



The gasoline release at East Patchogue, New York created large BTEX and MTBE 
plumes (Weaver et al., 1996).  The plumes were detected when a private water supply well was 
constructed, used for a short time period, and then found to be contaminated. This well was 
located 4000 feet downgradient from the source.  The well screen was about 50 feet below the 
water table, right where much of the MTBE mass was located.  The site investigation started at 
this point and went upgradient to identify the source.  Because of the importance of the aquifer 
for drinking water supply, the State of New York undertook an extensive investigation of the site 
which included vertical characterization of the plumes.  Multilevel samplers with 6 inch screens 
on five foot intervals were used.  The resulting  vertical section through the plume showed that 
BTEX and MTBE tended to dive into the aquifer with distance from the source (Figure 1). 
Further, it was noted that a significant amount of diving occurred as the BTEX plumes passed 
under a gravel pit.  By studying the well logs and performing a detailed hydraulic 
characterization of the aquifer with a borehole flowmeter, vertical migration controlled by 
stratigraphy was ruled out because the hydraulic conductivities varied by less than a factor of two 
over the aquifer. This left recharge as the most likely explanation for the plume diving.  The 
model described in the sidebar was used to simulate the site and provided additional evidence for 
recharge as the cause of the diving. 



The focus in this example is on how recharge pushes the plume downward, but water also 
discharges from aquifers.  Where water comes up at discharge points, so will the contaminants. 
This can happen along streams and rivers, at lakes, or the ocean.  The latter is the expected 
destination of the MTBE plume at East Patchogue.  The ground water flow system discharges 
into Great South Bay adjacent to the southern shore of Long Island and ground water moves 
upward as it approaches its discharge point in the bottom of the Bay. 
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Figure 1  Vertical cross section through the MTBE, and  benzene plumes.  The gasoline source is 
located at the right hand edge of the sections and flow is to the left.  Each of the plumes dives 
into the aquifer with transport in the aquifer. 



Consequences 



What about the consequences of plume diving, or more to the point, the consequences of 
missing a diving plume?   The East Patchogue data set can be averaged to show what the plume 
would appear to be like if sampled only from long-screened wells.  The data were averaged over 
the top ten feet of the aquifer to simulate twenty foot well screens "10 feet in and 10 feet out" of 
the aquifer. The data are plotted in Figure 2.  This figure shows the maximum concentrations 
of MTBE, benzene and total xylenes along the length of the plume.  These concentrations were 
the highest measured in the plume.  Also plotted are the averages from the top ten feet of the 
aquifer. In this case the MTBE concentrations all fall below the State's threshold of 10 ug/L. 
With only these data we would have concluded that there was no MTBE plume at this site.  
Interestingly, the effect on benzene and total xylenes are that their plumes become the same 
length.  The separation we expect to occur because of the differing tendency for sorption of 
benzene and xylenes has been negated by the sampling strategy.  The total xylenes plume itself 
has not been shortened, because its length just reached the distance where diving would cause the 
plume to drop below the bottom of the monitoring wells.  Benzene, however, did drop out of the 
monitoring network, and the simulated 10 foot long monitoring wells made the plume appear to 
be about one-third of its actual length. 
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Figure 2  Consequences of sampling only the top ten feet of the aquifer at 
East Patchogue, New York.  The MTBE plume would disappear (top); the 
benzene plume would be shortened by two thirds; and the total xylenes 
plume appears at the same length because its extent did not reach the 
gravel pit where diving dominates the contaminant distribution. 



2) Average Borehole Concentration Calculator 



The Average Borehole Concentration calculator demonstrates borehole dilution in 
screened wells.  Borehole dilution occurs for at least two reasons: the placement of the screen 
relative to the contaminant and hydraulic conductivity distributions, and the length of the screen. 
The distribution of hydraulic conductivity and the vertical distribution of the contaminant are 
required for calculating the expected dilution.  Since both of these are not commonly collected, 
the calculator has an embedded example.  With these the user can see the effect of borehole 
dilution in hypothetical screened wells. 
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Figure 3 Average borehole concentration calculation. 
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The Embedded Data 



The distribution of flow in the aquifer is represented by the relative hydraulic 
conductivies over the thickness of the aquifer. These data were collected from a borehole 
flowmeter on 1 foot to 3 foot intervals. Figure 4, part A, shows the distribution of hydraulic 
conductivity for a well at East Patchogue.  Concentration data can be collected from a variety of 
vertical profiling methods.  Each of these has a sampling interval that generally does not provide 
continuous coverage of the aqufier.  In this illustration the sampling interval was 6 inches (Figure 
4, part B). Between the actual sampling points, the calculator assumes linear variation of 
concentration. The user has the opportunity to select a screen depth and length (Figure 4, part C). 
 With these the average borehole concentration that would have been seen in this well is 
calculated from the flow and concentration distributions. The users select the site, with its 
embedded data set, the depth of the top of the screen and the screen length. 



Figure 4 Illustration of components of borehole flow calculator graphics.  “A” represents the 
distribution of hydraulic conductivity as measured by the borehole flow meter.  “B” represents 
the distribution of concentration as measured at discrete sampling points.  These correspond to 
the horizontal bars.  The measured sampling points are connected by the diagonal lines.  “C” 
represents the well with a screened interval indicated at some depth below the watertable. 



The user may turn off the labeling of the drawing.   Labels may fall on top of drawing 
features of interest and this option removes the labels. The calculation may also be performed 
with the hydraulic conductivity variation ignored.  Running the calculation with both options 
shows how much influence hydraulic conductivity variation has on the results. 
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The 
concentrations for a 20 foot screen located at 20 feet, 5 foot screen at 50 feet and and 10 foot 
screen at 70 feet below the water table are 120 : : :



: : :



At other depths, 



included. 



Calculation Method 



The average borehole concentration is calculated by averaging the mass flux from each 
layer in the profile.  Each increment of mass flux is determined from 



 is the increment of mass flux for depth increment i, K  is the relative hydraulic 
conductivity for the increment, c(z  is the depth varying concentration over the increment, and z



, respectively.  The integration 
is completed by assuming that c z) follows a linear function between the measurement intervals. 



Example Results 



The calculator provides a graphic which shows the superimposed distributions of 
hydraulic conductivity, the concentration distribution and an assumed screened monitoring well 
(Figures 3 and 4).  The screened interval is indicated by a bar drawn over the data that originates 
in the well (Figure 4, part C).  The bottom of the screen gives the results from the calculation 
along with the range of measured concentrations.  Here (Figure 3) the concentrations measured 
from six-inch screens range from12.0 g/l to 6400.0 g/l.  The five-foot long screened interval 
was placed 50 feet below the water table and had an expected concentration of 5677 g/l. 
Because of the fortuitous placement of the well screen near the location of maximum 
concentration, the expected concentration is not off by much. 



The expected concentrations differ with varying depth and screen length.  



g/l, 5677 g/l, and 994.7 g/l, respectively. 
Figures 5 to 7 illustrate the well configurations for these examples. 



With the top of the screen at 50 feet below land surface, well screens with length of 5 
feet, 10 feet and 20 feet would give concentrations of 5677 g/l, 4849 g/l, and 3028 g/l, 
respectively (Table 1).  Thus the effect of increasing the screen length at this depth is to reduce 
the apparent concentration by one-half.  When the screen is at 50 feet, the five-foot screen spans 
the point with highest concentration.  Increasing the screen length includes depths that only have 
lower concentrations.  The resulting ratio of concentration measured from a 20 foot screen to that 
measured from a five-foot screen is about 0.5 (given in the last row of Table 1).  
say 40 feet, increasing the well screen length causes depths with higher concentrations to be 



In this case, the apparent concentration increases with screen length.  Thus, varying the 
screen length may increase or decrease the apparent concentration depending upon its placement 
relative to the underlying contaminant distribution.  When the ratio in Table 1 is less than one, 
increasing the screen length decreases concentration and vice versa.  In these examples there are 
as many cases with the screen length increases the apparent concentration as that decrease it. 



9












Screen 
Length 
(feet) 



Depth of Well Screen Top 



20 
feet 



30 
feet 



40 
feet 



50 
feet 



60 
feet 



70 
feet 



80 
feet 



90 
feet 



5 0 280 1054 5677 877 1155 561 80 



10 0 210 1805 4849 1054 995 476 62 



20 120 761 3524 3028 1130 743 316 37 



Concentration ratio (20 ft screen:5 ft screen) 



– – 2.7 3.3 0.53 1.3 0.64 0.56 0.46 



Table 1   Effects of well screen length on concentrations given in :g/L observed wells 
screened from 20 feet to 90 feet below the land surface at East Patchogue, New York. 



Figure 5 Estimated borehole concentration Figure 6 Estimated borehole concentration 
of 120 :g/L for a twenty-foot long well of 5677 :g/L for a five-foot well screen 
screen located 20 feet below the land located 50 feet below the land surface. 
surface. 
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of 995 :g/L



(2) 



( )
 [



also indicates the important dimensions: depth to water (dw), depth to the top of the screen (d) 



Figure 7 Estimated borehole concentration 
  for a ten-foot long well screen 



placed 70 feet below the land surface. 



3) Observation of Vertical Gradients 



Estimation of vertical gradient are one tool for assessing the possibility of vertical flows. 
Water levels in nested well clusters (wells located closely together) indicate upward or 
downward flowin aquifers or flow between adjacent geologic units.  Flow is governed by Darcy's 
Law: 



where q is the Darcy flux volume of water per unit area per unit time  [L/T] and K is the 
hydraulic conductivity L/T].   The change of head (roughly water level) divided by the distance 
determines the magnitude and direction of flow.  Figure 8 shows the relative relationships 
between two wells.  With respect to each other, one is shallow and the other deep.  The figure 



and the screen length(s). 
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Figure 8 Definition of relationships for vertical
gradient calculations: dw is the depth to water, d
the depth to the top of the well screen, and s is
the screen length.  In relation to each other one
well is shallow and the other deep.



Figure 9 Submerged, water table and dry
conditions of a well screen.



One choice for calculating the gradient is to use the mid-points for determining the
distance in the denominator of equation 2 (as illustrated in Figure 8).   In performing the
calculation there are three possibilities for how the water levels relate to the well screen (Figure
9):



• Submerged.  The water level is above the top of the well screen.
• Water-table.  The well screen intersects the water-table.  The gradient is calculated from



the mid-point of the water level and the bottom of the well screen.
• Dry. The well is dry and no calculation is performed.



Theoretically, the gradients are determined from piezometers that are only open at the bottom and
thus have an effective screen length of zero.  In practice, since wells with screens of various
lengths are used to calculate the gradients, the screen lengths may have an influence on the
calculated gradients. 
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Figure 10 Assumed distances for vertical
gradient calculation: H = high, M=medium,
L=low.



Five choices are made concerning screen lengths and are illustrated in Figure 10:



• Distance is from top of screen to top of screen (H:H)
• Distance is from mid-point of screen to mid-point of screen (M:M)
• Distance is from bottom of screen to bottom of screen (L:L)
• Distance is from top of screen to bottom of screen (H:L)
• Distance is from bottom of screen to top of screen (L:H)



For screens of equal length the first three choices all give the same result, no matter the relative
depth of the screens.  In addition they give the same value as a piezometer open at the midpoint
depth of the screen.  By supplying results for all these possibilities, a range of values is provided
that would bracket the “true” value of the gradient.



The previous discussion presumes that the well is screened in a uniform or fairly uniform
material.  To avoid complexities of heterogeneity, this placement is desirable.   Figure 11
illustrates the difficulty when different materials are present.  Here sand is assumed to overly a
tight clay.  If there was an upward gradient, the head in the clay would be higher than the head in
the sand.  The upward gradient might be best represented by assuming that the head in the well
represented a point at the bottom of the screen rather than the top where the sand exists.











Figure 11 Gradients in wells that are screened 
in heterogeneous materials. 



Well Cluster Example 



Data from a field site in Michigan are shown in Table 2.  The site had three closely-
spaced wells with screens located at different depths.  The wells were intended to serve a cluster 
and were placed as close together as practical.  These were used to generate the gradient 
estimates that are summarized in Table 3.  For the first pair of wells (W-404S and W-405M) the 
gradients are directed downward for all estimates and range in magnitude from 0.0057 to 0.016, a 
difference of 65%. The midpoint to midpoint estimate of 0.0083 is close to the assumed 
piezometer value of 0.0068.  The difference between the two is due to the different screen 
lengths in the two wells. 



Flow is upward between the second pair of wells (W-405M and W-406D) and varies by 
26%. The values are lower by a factor of ten, reflecting the smaller difference in depth to water 
than for the first pair.  Since the screen lengths are the same for these two wells, the piezometer 
and midpoint estimates are the same. 



Well Elevation of Top 
of Casing 



(ft) 



Depth to Water 
(ft) 



Screened Interval 
(ft) 



W-404S 626.44 9.10 7.6 - 17.6 



W-405M 626.73 9.51 25.6 - 30.6 



W-406D 626.77 9.54 40.2 - 45.2 



Table 2 Example field data for vertical gradient determination. 
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Wells Estimated Gradients 



direction Smallest Midpoint to 
Midpoint 



Piezometer High Value 



W-404S & 
W-405M 



down 0.0057 0.0083 0.0068 0.016 



W-405M & 
W-406D 



up 0.00051 0.00069 0.00069 0.0010 



Table 3  Example gradient estimates indicating the smallest, midpoint to midpoint, highest 
and the value for a piezometer. 



Application to Plume Diving 



At the East Patchogue field site, the average annual recharge rate was estimated to be 22 
in/yr.  This value, coupled with an estimated hydraulic conductivity of 400 ft/d, can be used to 
estimate a bounding vertical gradient.  If all the recharge water moved only vertically in the 
aquifer, the maximum gradient would be 0.0000125 ft/ft.6   Could this gradient be observed in 
monitoring wells? 



Vertical Distance Gradient Magnitude 
between Screens (ft) (ft/ft) 



10 0.001 



20 0.0005 



100 0.0001 



1000 0.00001 



Table 4   Gradient magnitude for a difference in 
head of 0.01 ft and various distances between 
well screens. 



The gradient is determined from the difference in water elevation and the distance 
between the measuring points (Equation 2).  Here the difference in water elevation could be 



6The gradient was calculated from 22 in/yr (0.005 ft/d) divided by 400 ft/d. 



15 











assumed to be the smallest measurable difference: 0.01 feet. By selecting various distances 
between the screens, Table 4 shows that a difference of 1000 ft in screen position is necessary to 
detect a vertical gradient of 0.00001.  Thus it is unlikely that recharge-driven plume diving would 
be detected by water level differences in monitoring wells. 



Recharge-Driven Plume Diving Calculation 



The prospects for plume diving should be considered when placing wells at all sites. The 
first consideration should be indications of dipping strata from well logs.  These can control the 
distribution of contaminants down gradient from the source.  Recharge can also cause plume 
diving.  The calculator shows the effect due to recharge only.  The implication of the results are 
that for some aquifers the recharge of clean water to the aquifer can push the plume deeper into 
the aquifer. 



The plume diving calculator was designed to be used as a tool for site assessment by 
following these steps: 



• Estimate the required parameters for the each segment of the flow system: 
• Up and down gradient heads, 
• Aquifer hydraulic conductivity, and the



 • Recharge rate. 
• Run the calculator for the proposed well location, 
• Check the plume depth at the location, and 
• Locate the well screen in appropriate vertical intervals. 



The calculator (see Figure 12) uses a simple aquifer model, in complex geological settings a 
more complex model would be required to show the effects of recharge on plumes. 
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Figure 12 Input and output screen for the plume diving calculator. 



Theory 



The recharge calculator is based upon two solutions of the one-dimensional Dupuit 
equation for flow in unconfined aquifers. These solutions are combined to determine the 
position of the phreatic surface (water table) and a streamline originating at the water table, the 
gradient, ground water fluxes and travel times for sorbing contaminants.  The methods used for 
performing these calculations are given in Appendix 3. 
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East Patchogue Example 



This method was developed for application to the MTBE and benzene plumes at East 
Patchogue, New York.  At this site the plume appeared to drop when it moved below a sand and 
gravel mining operation.  Data collected from a borehole flow meter on the variation of hydraulic 
conductivity with depth showed no direct connection between contaminant concentrations and 
hydraulic conductivity.  From this it was concluded that statigraphy did not cause the diving of 
the plume. The plume diving calculation was developed to assess the contribution of recharge to 
the dropping of the plume.  The results of the calculations are shown in Figure 13.  The line 
labeled “A” represents the water table, which was calibrated to observed elevations. The line 
labeled “B” was determined from the plume diving calculator, using the calibrated water levels, 
hydraulic conductivity calibrated from a transport model (Weaver, 1996), and assumptions 
concerning the recharge.  Most importantly, the average recharge on Long Island is estimated to 
be 22 in/year by the USGS.  In the area of the sand and gravel pit (Segment 2 on Figure 13) the 
entire annual rainfall of 44 in/year was assumed to recharge the aquifer.  The combination of 
these inputs was sufficient to produce line “B” which is the best estimate of the upper bound of 
the contaminant plume. 



Although the calculation reproduces the field behavior, the best use of the calculator is 
where vertical data are not yet available.  Using recharge estimates and land use characteristics an 
estimate of plume diving can be made.  Sampling can then be made at appropriate elevations. 
Since there are many factors that influence the accuracy of the method, not the least being the 
assumption of one-dimensional flow, the calculator predictions are not intended to give the “last 
word” on plume diving.  Rather the calculator results should guide placement of well screens. 
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Figure 13  Example plume diving calculation for the East Patchogue site.  “A” 
represents the watertable which was calibrated to the field data.  “B” represents an 
uncalibrated prediction of the top of the plume determined from the plume diving 
calculator. 



Required Input 



The plume diving calculator requires input to 1) Define the hydraulics of the flow system 
and 2) Contaminant source and observation well location. The single screen of the plume diving 
interface is used for parameter entry, reporting of results and graphing the solution.  The 
following drawings show an exploded view of the interface. 



Flow System Hydraulics 



The aquifer is divided into segments and for each the hydraulic conductivity, recharge 
rate, and length must be specified (Figure 14).  A uniform aquifer can be simulated by using the 
same parameter values for each segment. 



Figure 14 Plume Diving calculator hydraulic and hydrologic property entry. 
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Source and Observation Well Locations 



Two heads are specified, one for the upgradient end of the flow domain at point (A) and 
one at the downgradient end (B).  Within this domain, the locations for the source of 
contaminants and the well are then entered on the side panel (Figure 15). 



Figure 15 Plume Diving calculator location entry. 



For a source that covers a large area (free product zone, landfill, etc.) the source location should 
be taken as the down gradient edge of the source. 



The well location is used to show how much plume diving to expect at a point down 
gradient from the source (Figure 16).  The well is indicated by a red line on the output that shows 
the difference between the water table and the top of the plume. 



Figure 16 Plume Diving calculator 
graphical output. 
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Model Results 



In addition to the graphical output, the depth below the water table is output, as is the 
over all mass balance error. The source and well locations are echoed in this section (Figure 17). 



Figure 17 Plume Diving calculator mass 
balance output. 



Drawing Options 



The features graphed on the drawing can be customized by (Figure 18) 



• Labeling 
• Drawing the water table 
• Drawing the top (upper bound) of the plume 
• Vertically exaggerating the drawing 



Figure 18 Plume Diving calculator display options. 



Drawing the top (upper bound) of the plume automatically turns on drawing of the water table. 
When vertical exaggeration is turned off, the horizontal and vertical scales of the drawing are the 
same. 



21












3 Contaminant Transport 



When confronted with the possibility of contaminated ground water, questions often 
asked by the public include: 



• Will my well become contaminated? 
• When will contaminants reach my drinking water supply? 
• How bad will it be?  (i.e., How high will the contaminant level be?) 
• What are the effects of drinking this water on my children or myself? 



The ability to answer these questions presumes a predictive capability that cannot be achieved by 
monitoring alone.  Thus many agencies and individuals turn to models to provide answers to 
these questions.  Models are chosen for this task because 



• they have an evident ability to predict future concentrations, 
• they have a scientific basis, 
• they have the ability to include the effects of many different factors, and 
• they have become accepted as predictive tools. 



A number of factors, however, influence and limit the ability of models to predict future 
contamination. The proper usage of models depends on the details of their construction and how 
they are used for a specific problem.  As will be seen to be the major thrust in the following 
section, an accounting for uncertainty should be included as a part of model usage.  A calculator 
called the ConcentrationUncertainty calculator7 will be used to show the impacts of parameter 
variation on contaminant transport and the generation of generic worst-case parameter sets. 



First Arrival Versus Advective Travel Times 



Before beginning the discussion on model application, several concepts in subsurface 
transport are introduced in this section. 



Frequently the advective travel time is used as a rough guide for contaminant transport. If 
contaminants were transported only by movement with the ground water, then the travel time 
from a source to a receptor would be the advective travel time. Figure 19 shows a schematic 
illustration of transport by advection only compared against transport by advection and 
dispersion. 



7The ConcentrationUncertainty calculator can be found at 
http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/uncertainty.htm 
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8Dispersion is properly interpreted as differential advection through materials of various 
hydraulic conductivity.  Were this properly accounted in a simple formula as Equation 3, there 
would be less of a need for the approach that follows. 
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Figure 19 Illustration of transport by advection only (hypothetical) 
and transport by advection and dispersion. 



The advective travel time, tadvective, is calculated from Darcy’s Law and a retardation factor: 



(3) 



where xreceptor is the distance to a receptor in the aquifer (i.e., a well) [L], R is the retardation 
factor [dimensionless], and vs is the seepage velocity [L/T].  The retardation factor is the ratio of 
transport velocities of a conservative tracer to that of a sorbing chemical.  The seepage velocity 
is defined from Darcy’s Law: 



(4) 



where vd is the Darcy flux [L/T], K is the hydraulic conductivity [L/T], i is the hydraulic gradient, 
and 2 is given variously as the effective porosity or total porosity [L3/L3]. 



In contrast to this simple approach (Figure 19 and Equation 3), transport is also subject to 
dispersion8 and biodegradation.  Transport by advection alone does not occur in ground water 
because there is always some spreading of a sharp front (illustrated by the abrupt drop of 
concentration in the advection only case).  At some time after a release, the contaminant arrives 
at a given location.  Because of spreading caused by dispersion this time will be sooner than if 
only advection is included.  











Advective travel time is an appealing quantity because of its conceptual and calculational 
simplicity.  But, the first arrival time of a contaminant can be calculated easily and can 
incorporate the threshold concentration of concern, biodegradation, dispersion, advection, 
retardation, source concentration and source lifetime. Figure 20 illustrates the first arrival time 
and other concepts to be applied in following calculation.  Given a receptor located some 
distance from a contaminant source, no contamination is observed at the receptor when the 
release begins.  Because of the distance some amount of time is required to transport the 
contaminant from the source to the receptor. In the Figure, this time period is about 1400 days. 
After that time, the contaminant concentration rises. The gradual rise occurs because subsurface 
transport occurs through a heterogeneous medium with different rates in different parts of the 
medium. The time when the contaminant first goes above the concentration of concern (CoC) is 
called the first arrival time. As more contamination arrives at the receptor, the concentration 
increases until a maximum is reached.  This is called the maximum concentration.  The 
maximum concentration cannot exceed the source concentration and may be reduced much lower 
from dispersion or biodegradation.  In the case shown in Figure 20, the maximum concentration 
does equal the source concentration. If the source of contaminant is finite, at some time the 
concentration at the receptor will decline and drop below the concentration of concern. The time 
period that the concentration is above the level of concern is called the duration. 



It is possible for dispersion and biodegradation to cause the contaminant concentration to 
be reduced to below a threshold level of concern before the chemical reaches a specified 
receptor. In this extreme case, the concept of advective travel time has no relevance to the 
receptor. In other, less extreme cases, contamination may rise above the level-of-concern sooner 
than the advective travel time, and a protection strategy based upon advective travel time is non-
conservative. 



The concentration of concern would normally be chosen as an maximum concentration 
level (MCL) or other value.  For example the federal MCL for benzene is 5 :g/L.  The US EPA 
Office of Water has given a drinking water advisory for MTBE at a level of 20 :g/L to 40 :g/L. 
These levels could be chosen as CoCs.  The first arrival time, duration and maximum 
concentration all can vary from those shown in the Figure, depending upon the source and 
transport properties. 
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Figure 20 Illustration showing the relationship between the first arrival 
time, maximum concentration and duration of contamination.  The first 
arrival time and duration are determined relative to a given threshold 
concentration, that is usually a maximum contaminant level or other 
concentration of concern. 
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Uncertainty Range Determination 



Models are commonly viewed as useful tools for understanding contaminant transport 
(Oreskes et al., 1994) and determining future risk (ASTM, 1995).  The degree of predictive 
capability of subsurface transport models has, in fact, not been established  (e.g., Miller and 
Gray, 2002,  Eggleston and Rojstaczer, 2000).  Given that the values of all the parameters 
(hydraulic conductivity, dispersivity, retardation factor, biodegradation rate constant) and the 
forcing function (source concentration and source duration) were known, and that the 
assumptions behind the model were exactly met, the model equations (Equation 24)  could be 
solved for the required outputs. In the real world, however, the values are not exactly known and 
no aquifer would meet the required assumption of homogeneity.  At leaking underground 
storage tank (LUST) sites, it would typically be expected that hydraulic conductivities would be 
measured through slug tests and the other input parameters not measured.  The source 
concentration and duration would be unknown. Dispersivity, since it represents unaccounted 
heterogeneity, is clearly not a fundamental parameter and is best viewed as a fitting parameter: 
thus its appropriate value is also unknown. 



Models are more likely to provide a framework for understanding transport than for 
predicting future exposure and risk.  Commonly, models are calibrated to field data to 
demonstrate their ability to reproduce contaminant behavior at a site.  This process implies a 
degree of correctness in understanding and provides the first step toward demonstration of 
predictive ability.  For screening sites or where rapid response is required, sufficient data may not 
be collected for calibrating a model.  How then should models be used in situations where they 
can not or will not be calibrated?  What are the plausible ranges of output given uncertainty in 
inputs?  Can worst case parameter sets be selected that always provide a bound on plausible 
outcomes? 



Figure 21 shows a conceptual relationship between uncertainty and data availability. 
With small amounts of either measured input data or calibration data, the resulting model 
uncertainty is high.  Models may still be useful in these cases, but their uncertainty should be 
quantified so that their results are not taken falsely as inerrant. 



Figure 21 Relationship of uncertainty to model data 
availability. 
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Approach 



Several approaches to uncertainty analysis have been developed.  Generally these require 
knowledge of parameter values and their statistical distributions including correlations between 
individual parameters. Here site investigations are not sufficiently detailed to determine values 
for some of the parameters, let alone their statistical distributions and correlations. A brief 
accounting of the model inputs is given as follows:  Porosity and dispersivity are essentially 
never determined on a site-specific basis, despite their importance in determining model 
outcomes.  Biodegradation rate constants may be estimated from simple techniques (Buscheck 
and Alacantar, 1995), but these require adherence to a suite of restrictive assumptions that limits 
the results by the same considerations that we are attempting to address in this work.  Parameters 
measured in the field are subject to uncertainty because of spatial variability (hydraulic 
conductivity and fraction organic carbon) or temporal fluctuations (gradients).  The forcing 
parameters of the model, initial concentration and duration, are rarely known, because 
contamination is normally discovered years after a release occurs. 



There is a similar lack of knowledge of statistical distributions of the inputs.  A widely-
used alternative is to assume knowledge of the statistical properties by using scientific literature 
values as substitutes.  These approaches allow assignment of probabilities to the various 
outcomes, but suffers from obvious lack of site-specificity. Where results depend strongly on 
assumed distributions, it is not possible to determine how much error is introduced into the 
results from the distributions. Alternatively, if it is assumed only that plausible ranges of input 
parameters are known, similar outcomes can be determined, but probabilities cannot be assigned. 
Because of lack of knowledge of the underlying probability distributions, a method based on 
ranges of inputs was developed. 



Nine parameters of the one-dimensional model (Equation 24) are assumed to be variable. 
Tables 5 and 6 list parameters and their treatment in the model. All seven parameters of the 
model were allowed to be variable, as were the concentration and duration of the source. The 
chemical, distance to receptor, and minimum concentration of concern are taken as fixed for a 
given analysis.  With this selection of inputs there are two values each for nine parameters: the 
minimum value and the maximum value.  This leads to a total of 29 or 512 unique combinations 
of parameters. This calculation highlights an assumption of this method: That each parameter 
value is equally likely and can occur in combination with each other parameter value.  In other 
words that each parameter is uniformly distributed and uncorrelated.  The large number of 
parameter combinations is the reason to seek models that execute rapidly.  Hence the interest in 
the one-dimensional model. 



Figure 22 shows an example output where breakthrough curves representing various 
breakthrough curves have been plotted.  These have been selected from the 512 outputs of the 
model to represent the significant outputs of the model: earliest and latest first arrival times, 
minimum and maximum peak concentration, and the longest and shortest duration.  Along with 
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these the breakthrough curve for the average values of the inputs was plotted.  It’s clear that a 
wide variety of breakthrough curves is possible from this model, given the selected input range. 



Figure 22 Output from the Concentration Uncertainty applet showing the wide range of 
breakthrough curves that are possible given specified ranges of input parameters. 
Concentrations in milligrams per liter are plotted against time in days. 
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Quantity Treatment Example Problem Values 



Low High 



Model Parameters 
Hydraulic Conductivity variable Low Scenario 15 ft/d 50 ft/d 



High Scenario 108 ft/d 328 ft/d 



Porosity variable 0.20 0.25 



Gradient variable 0.001 0.005 



Fraction Organic Carbon variable 0.0001 0.001 



Organic Carbon Partition Coefficient variable 31 L/kg 106 L/kg 



Dispersivity variable 0.1 * estimate from Xu and Eckstein 10 * estimate from Xu and 
(1995) Eckstein (1995) 



Half Life variable Low Scenario 100 days 730 days 



High Scenario 4000 days 6000 days 



Table 5  Parameter inputs, their treatment in the model as fixed or variable and the values used in 
the model uncertainty example. 



Quantity Treatment Example Problem Values 



Low High 



Problem Definition 



Source Concentration variable 10 mg/L 30 mg/L 



Source Duration variable 1500 days 3000 days 



Chemical fixed benzene benzene 



Distance to receptor fixed Low Scenario 50 ft 50 ft 



High Scenario 500 ft 500 ft 



Minimum Concentration of Concern fixed 0.005 mg/L 0.005 mg/L 



Table 6  The problem definition, its treatment in the model as fixed or variable and the 
values used in the uncertainty example. 



Simulation 



In order to compare various scenarios, four outputs are generated from the modeled 
breakthrough curves: 1) first arrival time, 2) maximum concentration, 3) duration of 
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contamination, and 4) risk factor. Cancer 



(5) 



This first three of these are illustrated in Figure 22.  
risk is normally determined from an expression of the form (US EPA, 1989) 



( )
concentration in water (mg/L)



), and AT is the 
(



(6) 



o a
time that the concentration is above the threshold. 



These variables 



affects advective transport rates and thus the arrival times and duration of contamination, and the 



This selection was made so that there 



have a different distance to the receptor (500 ft versus 50 ft), so the first arrival time results are 



The minimum 



row a and b and row c and d in column 3) in either scenario. 



where I is the intake in mg/kg-day, SF is the cancer slope factor kg-day/mg , CW is the 
, ED is the exposure duration (days), EF is the exposure frequency 



(days/year), IR is the injestion rate (liters/day), BW is the body weight (kg
averaging time years).  Since concentrations on the breakthrough curve change with time, the 
effect of the transient in concentration is included in the risk equation by using the substitution: 



where CW(t) are the modeled concentrations, t  is the contaminant first arrival time, t  is the last 
Thus the integral of concentration versus time 



gives a measure of relative risk.  The model accumulates results and determines the best and 
worse cases for each of the four chosen breakthrough curve outputs.  



In addition to variable parameters, four scenarios were created to simulate a variety of 
conditions and determine if the model behavior was similar despite variation in parameter values. 
Two ranges each of hydraulic conductivity and half life were selected (Table 6).  
were chosen to vary because they have a direct effect on model outputs:  Hydraulic conductivity 



half life impacts maximum concentration.  Risk is affected by both concentration and duration.  
The scenarios are generally comparable with each other with the exception that the receptor is 
closer to the source in the low conductivity scenario.  
would be complete breakthrough curves for all combinations of parameters in each scenario. 



Results 



Table 7 shows the extreme cases for four problem scenarios (see Table 5): High and low 
conductivity aquifers, and high and low biodegradation rates.  These results show the magnitude 
of possible outcomes given the range of inputs used.  The high and low conductivity scenarios 



not directly comparable.  In going 10 times further in the high conductivity scenario the arrival 
time is approximately 2.5 times greater than the low conductivity scenario (20 days/7.9 days), 
indicating proportionately earlier first arrival in the high conductivity scenario.  
durations are in part determined by the source duration (which at a minimum is 1500 days). 
With high biodegradation rates the minimum concentrations can be greatly reduced (compare 
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First Arrival 
Time 
(days) 



Maximum 
Concentration 
(mg/l) 



Duration 



(days) 



Risk Factor 



(day-mg/l) 
Earliest 



(1) 
Latest 



(2) 
Lowest 



(3) 
Highest 



(4) 
Shortest 



(5) 
Highest 



(6) 
Best 
(7) 



Worse 
(8) 



High Conductivity Scenario (receptor located 500 feet from the source) 



(a) Low Biodegradation 20 1140 6.4 30 1580 8310 2.01e5 1.95e6 



(b) High Biodegradation 20 1760 0.0081 28.3 1340 7210 562 1.54e6 



Low Conductivity Scenario (receptor located 50 feet from the source) 



(c) Low Biodegradation 7.9 604 6.9 30 1580 9210 1.71e5 1.76e6 



(d) High Biodegradation 7.9 740 0.079 30 1580 7610 3330 1.55e6 



Table 7  Model results for four scenarios showing a comparison of best and worst cases for the 
four outputs (first arrival time, maximum concentration, duration and risk). 



Table 8 shows a comparison of the parameters across the scenarios.  This comparison was 
made to determine if the extreme cases were generated by the same sets of parameters, despite 
changes in the average values of the parameter.  These results imply that it is possible to 
determine a generic set of worst case parameters for three of the outputs (first arrival time, 
maximum concentration and duration above the threshold).  In some cases the results are 
insensitive to a given parameter and either parameter could generate the worst case.   For 
example, the first arrival is independent of release duration in these cases, because the release 
duration was much greater than the arrival times.  Generally the results were consistent for the 
first arrival, maximum concentration and duration.  Definition of the worst case for risk, 
however, was less clear as the parameter sets were not the same for each simulation. The 
porosity, fraction organic carbon, dispersivity and half life were different for the scenarios and 
suggested that a generic set of parameters did not exist for risk. 



Note that each of these generic results rests upon the assumption that the model is a valid 
representation of contaminant transport at a site. At fractured rock or karst sites, sites where 
pumping wells dominate flow, or for transport in multi-layer aquifers, a more powerful model is 
required.  These models have differing sensitivities to parameters and even different required 
parameters. Thus a complete assessment depends also on uncertainty associated with the degree 
of correspondence between the simulation code and the conceptual model of the site. 



Uncertainty in model inputs results from spatial variablilty and incomplete or imperfect 
sampling methods.  Running all combinations of input parameters gives bounds on the plausible 
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outputs of the model.   For each individual parameter set selected for analysis, the worst case 
parameters varied with the output of interest  (i.e., first arrival time, maximum concentration, 
duration, and risk). Given the chosen output, however, the worst case parameter sets were the 
same for each combination of hydraulic conductivity and biodegradation rate for the first three 
outputs. In contrast, the results for the risk calculation, perhaps because it depends strongly 
upon both the concentrations and the duration of the breakthrough curve, had no consistent set of 
worst case parameters.  For risk the uncertainty analysis must be performed individually for each 
parameter set, while for the others this analysis showed a that a generic set of worst case 
parameters existed.  Because this problem is one of transient transport concentrations differ over 
the duration of exposure.  For a steady state model, however, risk could be calculated directly 
from concentration and there does exist a generic worst case parameter set for this problem. 
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Earliest First Arrival 



Low Conductivity, Low Biodegradation H L H L L H E H E 



Low Conductivity, High Biodegradation H L H L L H E H E 



High Conductivity, Low Biodegradation H L H L L H E H E 



High Conductivity, High Biodegradation H L H L L H E H E 



Highest Maximum Concentration 



Low Conductivity, Low Biodegradation H L H E E H H H E 



Low Conductivity, High Biodegradation H L H E E H H H E 



High Conductivity, Low Biodegradation H L H E E E H H E 



High Conductivity, High Biodegradation H L H E E H H H E 



Longest Duration 



Low Conductivity, Low Biodegradation L H L H H H H H H 



Low Conductivity, High Biodegradation L H L H H H H H H 



High Conductivity, Low Biodegradation L H L H H H E H H 



High Conductivity, High Biodegradation L H L H H H H H H 



Highest Risk 



Low Conductivity, Low Biodegradation L H H H H L L H H 



Low Conductivity, High Biodegradation L H H H H L L H H 



High Conductivity, Low Biodegradation L E L E E H E H H 



High Conductivity, High Biodegradation L L L H L H H H H 



H = high value, L = low value, E = either value 



Table 8    Comparison of data sets giving the worst cases for each of four model outputs. 
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Concentration Uncertainty Model Input and Output 



The inputs required for the concentration uncertainty model define the fixed and variable 
parameters.  It is presumed that the distance to the receptor, the chemical of concern and the 
minimum concentration are all fixed (Figure 23).  The remaining parameters of the model can be 
variable (Figure 24).  These include the formal parameters of the transport equation, and 
parameters that describe the forcing function (source concentration and duration).  Each of these 
parameters can be individually fixed by entering the same value as both “low” and “high” on the 
input screen. Each parameter that is fixed to a single value reduces the number of model runs by 
a power of two. 



Figure 23 Fixed parameters required for the Concentration Uncertainty 
model. 



Figure 24 Potentially variable parameters required for the Concentration 
Uncertainty model. 
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Model Outputs 



The major outputs of the model are displayed on three output screens.  The first of the 
output screens shows the values of all the key outputs of the model: first arrival time, maximum 
concentration, duration above threshold concentration and the risk factor (Figure 25).  These are 
each show for the best and worst case. In addition to displaying the value of the parameter of 
interest, say the first arrival time, each line of output also shows the associated values of all other 
outputs. 



If it could be determined that a generic set of best and worst case parameter existed, then 
it would not be necessary to run an uncertainty analysis every time the model was run.  Figure 26 
indicates which parameter (low or high value) resulted in each model outcome.  From these it has 
been shown that generic worst cases exist for some of the outputs.  (See the example problem 
outputs and discussion.) 



Thirdly, the output breakthrough curves are plotted against the breakthrough curve for the 
average of all input values.  These plots show the wide range of possible model outcomes (Figure 
27). The families of curves can be moved closer together by fixing values of variable input 
parameters.  Exploring which parameters could benefit from improved estimates can help focus 
site assessment activities. 



Figure 25 Output from the Concentration Uncertainty model showing the extreme values for 
each model output: first arrival, maximum concentration, duration above threshold and risk 
factor. 
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Figure 26 Generic values (low or high) of parameter sets that generate extreme values of each 
output of the model: first arrival time, maximum concentration, duration and risk factor. 



Figure 27 Graphical presentation of Concentration Uncertainty model 
output showing a comparison of the breakthrough curves for the extremes 
of each model output: first arrival time, maximum concentration, duration, 
and risk factor with the breakthrough curve for the average value of all 
inputs. 
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4. 



The simulation models described above require input parameters that can be estimated in 



• 
• x, 
• x, Dy, and Dz), and 
• 8. 



9 



solids. 
The retardation factor is calculated 



from 



(7) 



where R is the dimensionless retardation factor, Db
3], 2 is the porosity [L3/L3] and kd



3  The bulk 



(8) 



where Ds
3]



d



oc 
[L3  Koc
concern. 



Model Input Parameters 



various ways.  The transport equation given above (equation 24) requires six input parameters: 



the retardation factor, R, 
the seepage velocity, v
the dispersion coefficients in x, y and z (D
the loss rate constant, 



The next sections describe available methods for estimating or manipulating these parameters. 



Retardation Factor Calculator



The retardation factor expresses the amount of sorption of an organic chemical on aquifer 
This concept is found in the majority of common transport models and is itself a model, 



as it represents a simplified conceptualization of sorption.  



 is the bulk density of the aquifer material 
[M/L  is the soil-water distribution coefficient [L /M].
density is related to the porosity 



 is the solids density [M/L  which is commonly taken as 2.65 g/ml:  the density of 
quartz.  The use of bulk density reflects the fact that aquifer materials are composed of both 
solids and void space. 



The soil-water distribution coefficient, k , is commonly estimated as the product of the 
fraction of organic carbon in soil [dimensionless] and the organic carbon partition coefficient, K



/M].  has been tabulated or estimated and values are available for most contaminants of 



9http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/retard.htm 
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Example 



Retardation factors for benzene and MTBE are given in Tables 10 and 10.  These values 
are presented for varying conditions: low organic carbon (foc = 0.0001), medium organic carbon 
(foc = 0.001); and porosity of 0.25 versus 0.15.  The range of Koc’s is taken from data currently in 
the calculator and is illustrative of the range of possible variation.  For benzene (Table 9) the 
Koc range is taken as 38 L/Kg to 100 L/Kg.  This results in insignificant differences in the 
retardation factor for low values of organic carbon.  At the medium organic carbon level 
(0.0001), the differences in R become more pronounced as the porosity decreases.  For MTBE 
the range of variation in Koc is low, so the differences in R are attributable to the porosity and 
organic carbon content.  Table 10 shows that the highest R for MTBE (1.2) occurs with the 
lowest porosity and highest organic carbon content (0.15 and 0.001, respectively). 



Porosity Fraction 
Organic 
Carbon 



Organic Carbon 
Partition 
Coefficient 
(L/Kg) 



Retardation 
Factor 



Benzene 



0.15 0.0001 38 1.1 



65 1.1 



83 1.1 



100 1.2 



0.001 38 1.6 



65 2.0 



83 2.2 



100 2.5 



0.25 0.0001 38 1.0 



65 1.1 



83 1.1 



100 1.1 



0.001 38 1.3 



65 1.5 



83 1.7 



100 1.8 



Table 9 Retardation factors for benzene under varying conditions. 
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10http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/seepage.htm 



11Seepage velocity is also know by the term average linear velocity and others. 



12In non-isotropic media, the direction is also determined by the hydraulic conductivity 
tensor. 
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Table 10 Retardation factors for MTBE under varying conditions. 



Ground Water Velocity 



Seepage Velocity Calculator10 



On average, the velocity of a contaminant is governed by the seepage velocity11, vs, which 
is the Darcy Flux divided by the porosity. 



(9) 



where K is the hydraulic conductivity [L/T], 2 is the porosity [L3/L3], and i is the hydraulic 
gradient [L/L].  Equation 9 gives the magnitude of the gradient as a scalar quantity.  Velocity is, 
obviously, directional and the gradient establishes the direction12 . 



Porosity Fraction 
Organic 
Carbon 



Organic Carbon 
Partition 
Coefficient 
(L/Kg) 



Retardation 
Factor 



MTBE 



0.15 0.0001 11 1.0 



14 1.0 



0.15 0.001 11 1.2 



14 1.2 



0.25 0.0001 11 1.0 



14 1.0 



0.25 0.001 11 1.1 



14 1.1 
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The equation of the plane is 



(10) 



2 + b2, the direction from 



These were used to 
Note that 



)



Note that 



small. 
Also, 



be considered. 



Hydraulic Gradient Calculator



The magnitude and direction of the hydraulic gradient can be estimated by fitting a plane 
through the ground water surface.  



where x and y are the coordinates of a well, h is the hydraulic head, and a,b, and c are constants. 
The constants can be evaluated by fitting the plane to at least three wells.  When more than three 
points are used, the coefficients are calculated by least-squares fitting of the data to the plane. 
The magnitude of the gradient is calculated from the square root of a
North is determined from the arctangent of a/b or b/a, depending on the quadrant. 



Example 



Water level data from four wells on a service station are shown in Table 11.  
calculate the magnitude and direction of the gradient for six dates from 1991 to 1998.  
the locations (x and y  and elevations of the top of casing for each well are necessary for 
calculating the gradient.  In this case the x and y coordinates were scaled from a map and the 
elevations were determined by a survey.  Figure 28 shows the resulting directions and 
magnitudes.  Clearly, these results are not consistent over time.  This result may be due to the 
very small scale covered by the data, and the high proportion of pavement at the site.  
when the direction is indicated to be about 90 degrees (East), the magnitude of the gradient is 



These times correspond to nearly identical water levels in the wells (Table 11, data from 
3/20/1994 and 4/22/1998), and for this reasone these flat gradients may not be accurate.  
this site is located just to the east of the Mississippi River, and the expected direction of flow 
would be to the West.  To determine the gradient more definitively, wells are needed beyond the 
boundaries of the service station property and the regional ground water flow direction needs to 



13http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/gradient4plus-ns.htm 
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Figure 28 Magnitude and direction of gradient for example site. 
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Date Well Coordinates (ft) Elevation 
TOC1 



(ft) 



Depth to 
Water (ft) 



Elevation 
Water 



(ft)East North 



5/7/1991 MW-1 133 99 499.11 48.08 451.03 
MW-2 123 38 499.19 48.21 450.98 
MW-3 100 101 498.83 47.87 450.96 
MW-4 62 89 498.63 47.73 450.9 



3/20/1994 MW-1 133 99 499.11 49.27 449.84 
MW-2 123 38 499.19 49.37 449.82 
MW-3 100 101 498.83 49.01 449.82 
MW-4 62 89 498.63 48.77 449.86 



10/11/1995 MW-1 133 99 499.11 49.31 449.8 
MW-2 123 38 499.19 49.52 449.67 
MW-3 100 101 498.83 49.06 449.77 
MW-4 62 89 498.63 48.83 449.8 



10/8/1997 MW-1 133 99 499.11 48.79 450.32 
MW-2 123 38 499.19 48.7 450.49 
MW-3 100 101 498.83 48.2 450.63 
MW-4 62 89 498.63 48.42 450.21 



4/22/1998 MW-1 133 99 499.11 47.99 451.12 
MW-2 123 38 499.19 48.08 451.11 
MW-3 100 101 498.83 47.72 451.11 
MW-4 62 89 498.63 47.47 451.16 



10/29/1998 MW-1 133 99 499.11 48.87 450.24 
MW-2 123 38 499.19 49.89 449.3 
MW-3 100 101 498.83 48.6 450.23 
MW-4 62 89 498.63 48.37 450.26 



1 TOC stands for top of casing. 



Table 11 Data for gradient calculation example. 
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Longitudinal Dispersion Coefficient Calculator14 



As discussed previously, the dispersion coefficient appearing in the transport equation 
(24) represents differential advection, is not measured at LUST sites, and is best treated as a 
fitting parameter.  Data have been collected on dispersion coefficients, however, that provide 
insight into the dispersion parameter.  Gelhar et al. (1992) published a review of dispersivities 
(D/vs) which is replotted in Figure 29.  Because the data do not plot on a horizontal line, These 
data show scale-dependence of dispersivity.  This fact implies that no single value represents a 
contaminant plume. From this follows the conclusion that dispersivity should be treated as a 
fitting parameter.  Various methods have been devised to estimate dispersivity for a specific site 
from the Gelhar et al. (1992) tabulation. Two of these are shown in Figure 30 (see Xu and 
Eckstein, 1995). Without comparing values generated from these formulas to the underlying 
data, a false sense of certainty may be perceived.  At a given scale the tabulated dispersivities can 
range over three orders of magnitude.  The formulas, of course, give specific values. 



In order to give a sense of the formula values and the range of variability, the dispersivity 
calculator produces estimates from two formulas, and an evident range from the tabulation. 
Table 12 gives values for various plume lengths (an indicator of the problem scale) and the 
estimated range of values in the tabulation.  From these results one can conclude that the range of 
literature variability of this parameter is very high and that in the absence of fitting to observed 
concentrations there is no way to prove that a chosen value is appropriate.15 



14http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/longdisp.htm 



15The converse is also true: it is not possible to prove values are inappropriate in the 
absence of fitting. 
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Figure 29 Data tabulation from Gelhar et al. (1992) showing published longitudinal dispersivity 
as a function of scale. 
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Figure 30 Gelhar et al. (1992) dispersivity tabulation with scale-related estimates. 
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Plume Length 
(ft) 



Approximate 
Lower Bound 
(ft) 



Xu and 
Eckstein 
Formula 
Result 
(ft) 



Approximate 
Upper Bound 
(ft) 



100 0.084 7.06 670 



500 0.95 17.9 2800 



1000 1.7 24.5 5200 



2500 3.9 35.1 12000 



5000 6.3 44.6 19000 



the Gelhar (1992) tabulation and the Xu and Eckstein (1995) 



16 



constants, 8. The rate constant is also required as input for most models that use this concept. 



(11) 



Table 12 Relationships between plume length, data scatter on 



formula. 



Half-Lives to Rate Constant Conversion Calculator



Laboratory microcosm data are often reported in terms of representative first-order rate 



The rate constant can be represented as a half-life, through a simple conversion. 



The equation for first-order decay is the starting point for determining the conversion 
factor: 



where C is the concentration, t is time, and 8 is the first-order rate constant. The solution to 



(12) 



o is the intial concentration, and to



equation 12. 



equation 11 is given by 



where C(t) is the concentration at time t, C  is the initial time. 
The half life, t1/2 is obtained by setting the concentration equal to one-half its initial value in 



After rearranging and taking the natural log (ln) of both sides, the half life becomes 



16http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/halflife.htm 
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(13) 



(14) 



17 



(15) 



where S 3
i



i
3]. 



Effective solubilities, thus depend on the 
(



oC in the North to 25 oC in 



When the log of ½ is evaluated, the conversion is seen to be 



Additional Parameter Values 



There are a number of other parameters that are used in models of various types.  These will be 
discussed in the following sections: the effective solubility from a mixture, henry’s constants and 
diffusion coefficients. 



Effective Solubility from Mixture Calculator



The concentration of a chemical in equilibrium with a water-immiscible mixture differs from the 
solubility of that chemical in equilibrium with water alone.  The solubility resulting from the 
mixture is called the effective solubility and depends on the pure component solubility (water 
alone) and the amount of chemical in the mixture (mixture properties).  Raoult’s Law is used to 
characterize the partitioning and is stated as: 



eff is the effective solubility of a chemical in a mixture [M/L ], x  is the mole fraction of 
the chemical in the mixture [M/M] and S  is the solubility of the chemical in water [M/L In this 
formulation the activity of the chemical in the mixture has been assumed equal to one, following 
the work of Cline et al. (1991) for gasolines.  
composition of the mixture the mole fraction) and the solubility of the chemical of interest. 
These solubilities may in turn vary with temperature as described in the next section. 



Shallow Ground Water Temperature in the United States 



Average shallow ground water temperatures range from 5 
southern Florida (Figure 31).  These values give an indication of the range of temperature 
dependence that might be encountered on a nationwide scale. 



17http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/es.htm 
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Figure 31 Shallow ground water temperatures throughout the 
United States. 



Temperature Dependence of MTBE, Benzene and Toluene Solubility 



Temperature dependence in effective solubility is introduced through data on methyl tert
butyl ether (MBTE) and benzene solubilities over the range of 0 oC to 40 oC. These data are 
drawn from Peters et al. (2002) and Montegomery (1996).  Some comments are needed on these 
data: 



•	 The temperature-dependent effective solubility calculator uses the assumptions concerning 
Raoult's law described above: 
•	 Mixture properties are approximated by the average properties of the fuel 
•	 Unitary activity coefficients 



•	 Inconsistent solubility data reported in the scientific literature is the rule rather than the 
exception.  



•	 As new or improved data become available the calculator will be updated. 
•	 The MTBE solubilities from Peters et al. (2002), do not match the commonly used value 



of about 50 g/L at 25 oC. The Peters et al., data do, however, roughly match two data 
points reported by Fischer et al. (2004)  , and the value reported given in the Handbook of 
Chemistry and Physics (Lide, 2000) 
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Figure 32 Graph of MTBE solubility versus temperature
showing decline in solubility with increasing temperature.



MTBE



The calculator uses the data points from Peters et al. (triangles on Figure 32) and linear
interpolation to estimate the MTBE solubility.  Other data that would more fully establish the
temperature-dependent solubility of MTBE do not exist.



Benzene



The benzene data are taken from a larger list of contradictory data presented by
Montegomery, but these (Stephens and Stephens, 1963) data were selected on the basis of their
agreement with the reported solubility of benzene at 25 oC  (Figure 33).  











Figure 33 Graph of benzene solubility versus temperature 
showing modest increase in solubility with increasing 
temperature. 



The International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) has evaluated benzene 
data from many sources and prepared a set of recommended values or best values for temperatures 
from 0 oC to 80 oC. Over the range of 0 oC to 25 oC the IUPAC data and its ranges encompasses 
the Stephens and Stephens (1963) data (Figure 33).  IUPAC, however, shows that the solubility 
of Benzene remains roughly constant over this range.  The data point for 0 oC is a "best" value 
rather a "recommeded" value, because of more uncertainty at 0 oC. Table 13 shows the values and 
ranges plotted in Figure 34. 
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Temperature Lower 95%
Confidence Limit



IUPAC Best or
Recommended
Value



Upper 95%
Confidence Limit



oC mg/L mg/L mg/L



0 1372 1693 2013



5 1753 1803 1853



10 1743 1783 1823



15 1723 1763 1803



20 1733 1763 1793



25 1753 1773 1793



Table 13 IUPAC benzene solubility data.



Figure 34  IUPAC data on benzene solubility showing the
lower 95% confidence limit, recommended value, and
upper 95% confidence limit.
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Other sources of chemical data can be found on the ERD chemical properties page at
http://www.epa.gov/athens/research/regsupport/properties.html



Toluene



The IUPAC prepared data on toluene (Figure 52) and prepared a set of best values for
temperatures from 0 oC to 60 oC.  The following table shows the ranges of values for toluene and
lower and upper ranges.  These data were judged to be of generally lower quality and only "best"
values rather than "recommended" values were given.



Figure 35  IUPAC data on toluene solubility showing the
lower value, best value, and upper value.











Temperature Lower 95% 
Confidence Limit 



IUPAC Best or 
Value 



Upper 95% 
Confidence Limit 



oC mg/L mg/L mg/L 



0 660 690 720 



5 620 630 640 



10 550 590 630 



20 540 570 600 



25 510 530 550 



Table 14 IUPAC toluene solubility data. 



Example Values 



Table 15 shows effective solubilities for benzene and MTBE for temperatures of 5 oC, 15 
oC and 25 oC. Since the effective solubility depends on the mass fraction of the chemical in the 
fuel, the table includes values for example fuels.  These fuels contain varying amounts of benzene 
and MTBE and the choices used in the table reflect a range of possibilities.  The effective 
solubilities also depend strongly on the presumed temperature-dependent solubilities for each 
chemical.  In every case the effective solubilities are far less than the solubilities.  For a given 
temperature, though, the effective solubility increases with mass fraction in the fuel.  The 
variation of effective solubility with temperature is show in Table 16.  It is evident that most, if 
not all the variation is due to the variation of solubility itself. 



53












Chemical Solubility 
mg/L 



Effective Solubilities (mg/l) for 
indicated % mass fraction 



benzene  mass fractions: 0.398 (1) 0.453 (2) 0.845 (3) 



5 oC 1480 7.9 9.0 16.8 



15 oC 1570 8.4 9.6 17.8 



25 oC 1680 8.9 10. 19. 



MTBE mass fractions: 1.52(4) 10.4(5) 12.2(6) 



5 oC 84500 1530 10300 12100 



15 oC 59000 1070 7180 8420 



25 oC 37500 678 4560 5350 



(1)93 Octane gasoline, MTBE 
(2)93 Octane gasoline, non-MTBE 
(3)87 Octane gasoline, Low MTBE 
(4)93 Octane gasoline, Low MTBE 
(5)87 Octane gasoline, MTBE 
(6)93 Octane gasoline, Low MTBE 



Table 15  Example effective solubilities for benzene and MTBE at 
temperatures of 5oC, 15oC and 25 oC. 
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Chemical % Range in 
Solubility 



% Variation in Effective 
Solubilities for indicated % mass 
fraction 



benzene  mass fractions: 0.398 (1) 0.453 (2) 0.845 (3) 



% variation 5 oC to 25 oC 11.9% 11.2% 10% 11.6% 



MTBE mass fractions: 1.52(4) 10.4(5) 12.2(6) 



% variation 5 oC to 25 oC 55.6% 55.7% 55.7% 55.8% 
(1)93 Octane gasoline, MTBE 
(2)93 Octane gasoline, non-MTBE 
(3)87 Octane gasoline, Low MTBE 
(4)93 Octane gasoline, Low MTBE 
(5)87 Octane gasoline, MTBE 
(6)93 Octane gasoline, Low MTBE 



5oC to 25 oC. 



18 



air. w, and air, Ca



cc



(16) 



Table 16  Range of variation of effective solubilities for benzene and MTBE from 



Temperature-Dependent Henry’s Law Coefficient Calculator



Henry’s constants represent equilibrium partitioning between a chemical in water and the 
If the concentrations in water, C  are given in units of mg/L, then the nominally 



dimensionless Henry’s law coefficient, H  is given by 



(17) 



The concentrations may be expressed in differing unit sets, however, and the corresponding 
Henry’s Law coefficients differ from the dimensionless values.  Staudinger and Roberts (1996, 
page 292) give the relationships between the four Henry’s constant unit sets listed in Table 17. 
The relationships between the values of the four unit sets was given by Staudinger and Roberts 
(1996) by the formula: 



18http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/esthenry.htm 
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where MWG and MWL ) )
DG and DL



3]



conversions. 



(18) 



 are the molecular weights [M] of the gas (G  and liquid (L  respectively, 
 are the densities [M/L  of the gas and liquid, T is the temperature in K, and R is the 



universal gas constant.  Table 18 gives values of the constants required for performing the unit 
Equation 18 gives the conversion factors for ambient conditions (pressure of 1 



atm). 



Concentration Representations: Air/Water Symbol units 



Concentration/Concentration Hcc (dimensionless--volumetric 
basis) 



Mole Fraction Y / Mole Fraction X Hyx (dimensionless) 



Partial Pressure / Mole Fraction X Hpx (atmospheres) 



Partial Pressure / Solubility Hpc (atm m3/mol) 



Table 17   Unit sets for Henry’s Constants. 



Quantity Symbol Value 



molecular weight of water MWL 0.018 kg/mole 



density of water DL 1000 kg/m3 



molecular weight of air MWG 0.029 kg/mole 



universal gas constant R 82.06 x 10-6 atm m3/mol K 



Table 18 Constants needed for Henry’s law unit conversions. 



Example Values 



Values of Henry’s contants are given in Table 19 for benzene, MTBE, perchloroethene 
(PCE) and trichloroethene (TCE). Values are given for both the OSWER and Washington (1996) 
methods. The two sets of results show generally close agreement.  As illustrated by MTBE, data 
may not be available for each chemical in each method.  Over the range of temperatures of 5 oC to 
25 oC, the Henry’s constants vary by about 50 % to 70%. 
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Chemical Estimated Henry’s Law Coefficient 



OSWER 
Method 



(dimensionless) 



% variation 
5 oC to 25 oC 



Washington 
(1996) 
Method 
(dimensionless) 



% variation 
5 oC to 25 oC 



Benzene 



5 0.0887 60.9% 0.106 50.5% 



15 0.145 0.152 



25 0.227 0.214 



MTBE 



5 -- (a) --(a) 0.0101 61.5% 



15 --(a) 0.0165 



25 --(a) 0.0262 



Perchloroethene (PCE) 



5 0.245 66.5% 0.232 67.4% 



15 0.441 0.415 



25 0.752 0.711 



Trichloroethene (TCE) 



5 0.156 62.9% 0.137 63.2% 



15 0.263 0.230 



25 0.421 0.372 



(a)Data not available for calculation. 



Table 19 Estimated Henry’s law coefficients for benzene, MTBE, perchloroethene and 
trichloroethene at temperatures of 5 oC, 15 oC, and 25 oC. 
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Diffusion Coefficient Calculator19 



The estimates of diffusion coefficients are developed from methods presented by Tucker 
and Nelken (1990). The calculator uses three methods to make estimates of diffusion coefficients 
in air: Fuller, Schettler and Giddings (FSG), the LaBas modification of FSG (FSG-LaBas) and 
Wilke and Lee (WL), and one method for the diffusion coefficient in water: Hayduk and Laudie 
(HL). Each of these are described briefly in Appendix 6, with complete details given in the 
reference (Tucker and Nelken, 1990). 



Example Input and Output Values 



Table 20 shows the values of inputs to define four chemicals: benzene, MTBE, 
perchloroethene (PCE) and trichloroethene (TCE). The calculator requires the input of the 
numbers of atoms in the molecule, the number of aromatic rings, special conditions for oxygen 
and nitrogen, pressure, temperature and boiling point.  The calculation is applicable to chemicals 
containing only the atoms displayed (hydrogen, carbon, nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, fluorine, 
chlorine, bromine and iodine) and, if rings are present, they are only aromatic (6-carbon) rings. 
Adjustments are made internally for oxygen in the form of esters or ethers, in acids or joined to 
sulphur or nitrogen.  Adjustment are also made for amine nitrogen and double-bonded nitrogen. 
The boiling point of the chemical is needed for the WL method.  The values appearing in Table 
58 were obtained from Aldrich Chemical Company (2003). 



Table 21 shows estimated air and water phase diffusivities for the four chemicals.  The 
values were estimated by each of the methods described above (FSG, FSG-LaBas, WL for air, and 
HL for water).  Because the estimation methods depend upon the volume occupied by each 
molecule either in air or water, the values vary little and tend to be on the order of 10-2 cm2/s for 
the air phase and 10-6 cm2/s for water. The values given in Table 21, are generally of this 
magnitude and also show little variability with temperature. 



Chemical Number of atoms Aromatic 
Rings 



Oxygen 
conditions 



Nitrogen 
conditions 



Boiling 
point 
(oC)hydrogen carbon oxygen chlorine 



benzene  6  6  0  0  1  n/a  n/a  80  



MTBE  12  5  1  0  0  higher  
ethers 



n/a 55.5 



PCE  0  2  0  4  0  n/a  n/a  121  



TCE  1  2  0  3  0  n/a  n/a  86.7  



Table 20   Diffusion coefficient calculation input parameters for benzene, MTBE, 
perchloroethene, and trichlorethene. 



19http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/estdiffusion.htm 
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Chemical Diffusion Coefficients in Air 
(cm2/s) 



Diffusion 
Coefficient in 
Water 
(cm2/s) 



FSG FSG-
LaBas 



WL HL 



Benzene 



5 oC 0.0792 0.0817 0.0859 5.6 e-6 



15 oC 0.0842 0.0869 0.0919 7.8 e-6 



25 oC 0.0894 0.0923 0.0980 1.0 e-5 



MTBE 



5 oC 0.0714 0.0710 0.0751 4.7 e-6 



15 oC 0.0759 0.0755 0.0803 6.5 e-6 



25 oC 0.0806 0.0802 0.0856 8.6 e-6 



Perchloroethene (PCE) 



5 oC 0.0673 0.0671 0.0711 4.7 e-6 



15 oC 0.0716 0.0713 0.0760 6.6 e-6 



25 oC 0.0760 0.0757 0.0811 8.7 e-7 



Trichloroethene (TCE) 



5 oC 0.0738 0.0737 0.0779 5.3 e-6 



15 oC 0.0785 0.0784 0.0832 7.3 e-6 



25 oC 0.0833 0.0832 0.0888 9.7 e-6 



Table 21 Estimated air and water diffusivities for benzene, MTBE, 
perchloroethene and trichloroethene at temperatures of 5 oC, 15 oC, and 25 oC. 
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5.  Conclusions 



A series of on-line tools has been created for assisting in assessing contaminated sites. 
These tools include simple methods for estimating model inputs.  The direct model input tools 
include the retardation factor, hydraulic gradient, seepage velocity, dispersion coefficients, rate 
constant/half life conversions. Other tools provide methods and data for estimating the effective 
solubility of contaminants from fuels, temperature-dependent Henry’s constants, and air and water 
phase diffusivities.  These parameters are needed for certain models and the effective solubility 
can be sued to determine the maximum possible concentration resulting from fuel contamination. 



Because few sites are evaluated based on field data alone, models or other calculations are 
used in site assessment. As stated previously, models are chosen for this task because 



• they have an evident ability to predict future concentrations, 
• they have a scientific basis, 
• they have the ability to include the effects of many different factors, and 
• they have become accepted as predictive tools. 



A number of factors, however, influence and limit the ability of models to predict future 
contamination. This report focused on uncertainty in parameter values.  For the prediction of 
plume diving, recharge estimates are critical, but may be difficult to obtain.  Here the model is 
used as a tool for the best placement of well screens.  Subsequent data collection would confirm 
the prediction, but, more importantly, would be of higher quality because of the inclusion of this 
theory in well placement.  Parameter uncertainty in contaminant transport showed that a wide 
variety of breakthrough curves could be generated from a set of inputs.  Where the inputs are not 
completely know, this behavior of the model is a truer representation of the results than a model 
run using averaged parameters.  If, however, through uncertainty analysis it can be shown that 
generic best and worst cases exist, then bounding results could be generated.  For the one-
dimensional contaminant transport model studied here, generic worst/best cases can be established 
for the first arrival time, maximum concentration and duration.  The parameter sets that generate 
these do not generate each of the worst/best cases.  When risk is considered to be based on 
transient concentrations, a generic worst case doesn’t exist at all.  For these two reasons the 
existence of universal extreme parameter sets it limited, but may be useful in some cases. 
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Appendix 1  Calculator Reference 



The calculators described in the text are available on the EPA web site at 
http://www.epa.gov/athens/onsite.  The specific web links for each calculator are given in the 
following tables: Table 22– models, Table – formulas/model input paramters, and Table – unit 
conversions. 



Method Name URL 



Average 
Borehole 
Concentration 



Average BoreHole 
Concentration 



http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/abc.htm 



Vertical 
Gradients 



Vertical Gradient http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/vgradient.htm 



Plume Diving Plume Diving http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/diving.htm 



Uncertainty in 
Subsurface 
Transport 
Calculations 



ConcentrationUncertainty http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/uncertainty.htm 



Table 22 Web (URLs) for models and associated calculations described in the text. 



Method Name URL 



Retardation 
Factor 



Retardation Factor http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/retard.htm 



Ground Water Seepage Velocity http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/seepage.htm 
Velocity Hydraulic Gradient http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/gradient4plus.htm 



Dispersion 
Coefficient 



Dispersion Coefficient http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/longdisp.thm 



Half-Lives to 
Rate Constants 



Half Lives and Rate 
Constants 



http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/halflife.htm 



Effective Effective Solubility http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/es.htm 
Solubility http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/es-temperature.htm 



Henry’s 
Constant 



Henry’s Constant http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/esthenry.htm 



Diffusivity Diffusivity http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-two/onsite/estdiffusion.htm 



Table 23 Web (URLs) for formulas/model inputs described in the text. 
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Appendix 2  Acronyms and Abbreviations 



BTEX Benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene and xylenes 
CoC Concentration-of-concern 
FSG Fuller, Schettler and Giddings Method for Air Diffusion 
IUPAC International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry 
HL Hayduk and Laudie Method for Water Diffusion 
LUST Leaking underground storage tank 
MCL Maximum contaminant level 
MTBE Methyl tert-butyl ether 
PCE Perchloroethene 
TCE Trichloroethene 
TOC Top of casing 
URL Uniform Resource Locator 
WL Wilke and Lee Method for Air Diffusion 
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Appendix 3 Plume Diving Calculator Equations 



Phreatic Surface 



The first solution is used to determine the location of the phreatic surface Bear (1972, page 
379) and is given by 



where h is the elevation of the phreatic surface above the datum (bottom of the aquifer) [L , N is 
the recharge rate /T], K is the hydraulic conductivity of the aquifer [L/T],  x is the distance 



  The constants C and B in equation 19 are determined from 



(20) 



and 



(21) 



where x1 and x2 [L] 1 and h2



specified end points. 



(1995). 



crossed. 



 are up and down gradient locations in the aquifer, and h  [L] are the 
corresponding phreatic surface elevations or heads. Bear's solution does not require that the water 
table elevation decrease monotonically down gradient.  Depending on the values input for 
recharge, hydraulic conductivity and heads, there could be a ground water divide between the two 



Aquifers Composed of Multiple Segments 



If an aquifer can be conceptualized as being composed of a set of segments, then different 
properties can be applied to each while still using the analytic solution given for the water table 
Bear (1972).  In concept, this is the same idea that underlies the analytic element method Haitjema 



Of particular interest are situations where the recharge varies over the site.  By supplying 
differing recharge rates to segments of the model, the effects of  localized recharge variation can 
be incorporated intoan analytic solution.  The coefficients, C and B, which are determined for 
each segment, are chosen to satisfy continuity of head and flux as the segment boundaries are 



Since there can be no jump in head across segment boundaries, 
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(22)




where xsb and hsb are the position and The flux 



(23) 



the head of the segment boundary, respectively.
condition is given by 



where qsb A consequence of this formulation is that there 



middle of the domain--reducin
center section. The result is that there is flow toward both ends of the domain. This occurs even 



sources that determines the shape of the water table. 



boundaries. 



 is the flux across the segment boundary.  
is a jump in gradient across the segment boundaries if the hydraulic conductivities differ.  For 
each pair of segments there are two conditions that are applied where the segments join, and two 
conditions applied at exterior edges.  Since the equations are linear, they can be solved using 
gaussian elimination. 



The recharge model is based on the assumption that the aquifer can be conceptualized as a 
one-dimensional flow system.  It is easy to generate parameter sets that result in mounding in the 



g the hydraulic conductivity and increasing the recharge rate for the 



though one head is higher than the other.  It is the volume of  water entering the aquifer from all 
In this case there can be enough water 



entering through recharge swamp out the gradient that would be established by the constant head 



By changing the hydraulic conductivity to 0.1 ft/d and increasing the recharge rate to 20 
in/yr, a mound is generated in the example problem solution.  Flow is toward the left hand 
boundary (50 ft head) when the source location is chosen to be 275 ft (Figure 36). 
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Figure 36   Water table mounding due to unequal recharge and hydraulic conductivity.



If the mounding is caused by a localized source, for example, a gravel pit, then the flow system
might really be two- or three-dimensional.  In this case flow might go around the mound.  The
one-dimensional mounding case is more realistic for large scale recharge zones as would occur
because of topography.











Appendix 4 



transport equation. 



(24) 



3



[T]; ]; vx
Dx, Dy and Dx



2 8 is a first order 
[T-1].  This form of the transport equation is based on the assumption that the 



One-Dimensional Transport in a Homogeneous Aquifer 



The first arrival time, maximum concentration and durations are calculated from the 
Transport in a one-dimensional homogeneous aquifer is governed by 



where R is the retardation factor [dimensionless], c is the concentration [M/L ]; t represents time 
 x, y, and z are the three cartesian coordinate directions [L , is the x-direction seepage 



velocity [L/T],   are the three components of dispersion [L /T], and 
loss coefficient
dispersion constants are independent of time and space that ground water flow is one-dimensional, 
steady and uniform, that biodegradation is adequately represented by a first order process.  With 
boundary conditions specified as 



a solution can be obtained for a one-dimensional case where the transverse and vertical 



The one-dimensional case is useful because of 



(26) 



components of dispersion are assumed negligible (van Genuchten and Alves, 1982) or a similar 
three dimensional case (Leij and Bradford, 1994).  
rapid computation of its results and is used in the following. 



The solution for the one-dimensional case is 



(25)




where B(x,t) is defined by 



(27) 



and u is defined as 
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Appendix 5 



coefficients. 
relationship: 



(29) 



Estimation of Temperature-Dependent Henry’s Law Coefficients 



Two methods are used to calculate the temperature-dependence of Henry's law 
First is a method used to adjust the values using the Clausius-Clapeyron 



where HTS
3



S, 
)H S R



R) in K, and RC The enthalpy 



(30) 



where )H B



C is the critical temperature in K. 
24 



 is the dimensional (atm-m /mol) Henry's Law coefficient at the Kelvin temperature, T
v, TS is the enthalpy of vaporization at T  in units of cal/mol, T  is the reference temperature for 



Henry's Law (H  is the gas constant and is equal to 1.9872 cal/mol-K.  



v, b is the enthalpy of vaporization at the normal boiling point (cal/mol), T  is the normal 
boiling point in K, and T The exponent n is selected from Table 



)Hof vaporization,  v, TS  is estimated from 



Ratio TB/TC Exponent n 



< 0.57 0.30 



0.57 to 0.71 0.74 (TB/TC) - 0.116 



> 0.71 0.41 



Table 24   Exponent “n” used in calculation 
of enthalpy of vaporization. 



All of the input values required for these equations were generated by the US EPA Office of Solid 
Waste and Emergency Response (OSWER) and are available in a fact sheet (US EPA, 2001).  The 
fact sheet contains more information on these methods. Notably the normal boiling point 
enthalpies of vaporization ()Hv, b) were estimated from the Antoine equation for vapor pressure. 
The coefficients of the Antoine equation were themselves estimated from methods given in the 
factsheet. These quantities are not recalculated in the Henry's law calculator because they were 
tabulated in the attachment to the OSWER factsheet. 
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in this calculator, 
Hoff Equation: 



(31) 



The second method was developed by Washington (1996).  For many compounds included 
variation of Henry's Law Constant with temperature is quantified by the van't 



h )Hr 
2



)Sr 
2



products. 



where ln K  is the natural logarithm of the Henry's constant,   is the standard state enthalpy, 
R is the universal gas constant, T is the temperature in Kelvin, and  standard state entropy. 
This method is based upon the assumption that the head capacity is the same for the reactants and 



Therefore the temperature range is not extrapolated beyond values used in generating 
the coefficients used in making the estimates. 
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Appendix 6 



(32) 



Diffusion Coefficients 



The Fuller, Schettler and Giddings (FSG) method is based on the regression formula: 



where DBA
2/s, T is the 



r A and MB of 
A and VB Mr 



A + MB A MB. VB can be estimated from volume increments associated with each 
element in the compound. 3) per mole of atom present. 



diffusivities of more compounds of interest. 



)
S



DBA



(33) 



2 
BA



S



 is the diffusion coefficient of compound B in compound A in cm
temperature in K, P is the pressure in atm, M  a function of the molecular weights M
compounds A and B, V  are the molar volumes of air (A) and the gas (B) in question.  
is equal to (M )/M



These increments give the volume (cm
The values are given in the reference and have been programmed into the calculator. 



The FSG-LaBas method uses the same formula as the FSG method but substitutes the 
LaBas volume estimates for molar volume. The FSG-LaBas method allows for estimating the 



The Wilke and Lee (WL  method uses LaBas molar volumes and is based upon a series of 
calculations of a "collision integral", , that represents collision between atoms.  The estimate of 



 is given by 



where B' is a function of the molecular weights of A, s  is the average molal volume at the 
boiling point of A and B, and  is called the collision integral.  The details of calculation of these 
quantities are given (Tucker and Nelken, 1990). 



Diffusion Coefficients in Water 



)
compound in water in cm2



(34) 



The Hayduk and Laudie (HL  method for estimating the diffusivity of an organic 
/s is given by 



where DBW
2/s, nw is the 



B



 is the diffusion coefficient of compound B in compound A (water) in cm
viscosity of water in cp (corrected for temperature) and V  are the LaBas molar volume 
increments. 
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MTBE Diving Plumes  by Acree and Wilson
U.S. EPA, National Risk Management Research Laboratory, 2004
 
I found to 2-page article here https://clu-
in.org/contaminantfocus/default.focus/sec/methyl_tertiary_butyl_ether_%28mtbe%29/cat/Detection_and_Site_Characterization/ 
and there is only the 2004 date listed at this page. There is no date on the document itself.
 
Thank you kindly and I am using this paper as part of an expert report in a confidential arbitration in England.
 
Joe Odencrantz
 
Joe Odencrantz, Ph.D., P.E.
Principal
Tri-S Environmental
Newport Beach, California
p:  949-644-8602  Direct
m: 949-698-8851 try Direct first please
jodencrantz@tri-s.com
www.tri-s.com
http://www.google.com/profiles/joeodencrantz
http://www.linkedin.com/in/josephodencrantz


 
 
"One World, One Environment"
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
 THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS E-MAIL MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE  PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL USE OF THE DESIGNATED RECIPIENT(S) NAMED ABOVE. IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE
IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR ANY AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING IT TO  THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS MESSAGE IN ERROR AND THAT
ANY REVIEW,  DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR COPYING OF THIS MESSAGE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY ME IMMEDIATELY BY
REPLYING TO THE MESSAGE AND DELETE THE ENTIRE MESSAGE FROM YOUR E-MAIL SYSTEM WITHOUT PRINTING ANY COPIES OR FORWARDING TO ANYONE.  THANK YOU.
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Dear PEI Member:


Membership in the newest PEI program—PEI Women—is now
open. Any woman who works for a PEI member company is
encouraged to join. Women members of PEI’s Operations and
Engineering Division and female regulators also may join. Among
other benefits, the program will include a session at the PEI
Convention, a conference in the spring, networking at these
events and via social media, a mentoring program, and online
learning opportunities. Lifetime membership is available for a
one-time fee of $100.


The idea for this program grew out of a standing-room-only
session/reception at last year’s PEI Convention in Atlanta. Fifteen
attendees at that meeting then gathered last January in San
Antonio to begin formulating preliminary ideas. Following that
meeting, PEI President Phil Farrell appointed nine women to
further develop the program as members of the PEI Women
Committee. Members of that committee include Kristi Peterson,
Xerxes Corporation (chair); Nichol Benavides, Petroleum
Solutions, Inc; Lisa Blassingame, NOV Fiber Glass Systems;
Chris Blumberg, Southeastern Petroleum Systems; Paola Bravo,
S. Bravo Systems Inc.; Joyce Couch, Husky Corporation; Lynn
Fry, RSSE; Michelle Saab, Wayne Fueling Systems; and Susan
Regier, P.S.I. Equipment Sales, Inc.


The Committee has now developed initial programming for the
group. First up is the PEI Women session at the PEI Convention
on Tuesday, October 7, from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m., at the Westgate
Las Vegas Resort & Casino (formerly the LVH). All women are
invited to attend to learn more about PEI Women and how the
group will help women in the industry; to hear a short
presentation by renowned demographer Ken Gronbach on the
changing roles of women in the workplace; and, most
importantly, to network with peers.


Planning for the inaugural PEI Women’s Conference is underway.
The conference is slated for April 29-May 1, 2015, in downtown
Denver. Be sure to save the date. Early-bird registration will
open January 1, 2015.


PEI Women: Accepting
Members


2014 RFS Requirements At
OMB  


LNG/CLNG Committee
Appointed


PEI Convention Notes
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To become a charter member of PEI Women, click here.


EPA SENDS 2014 RFS REQUIREMENTS TO OMB
On August 22, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
sent its final Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) targets for 2014 to
the White House as the long-delayed rule enters its final round of
review before public release. It is unclear how long the rule will
remain at the White House’s Office of Management and Budget
(OMB). Such reviews can take up to three months, but OMB can
move quickly at times. Last year, OMB took just over 30 days to
send the final biofuel targets back to EPA.


More than 260 days have passed since the 2014 RFS targets were first proposed in
November 2013. The continued uncertainty over the final 2014 requirements creates
compliance challenges for biofuel producers, oil and gas refiners, and other groups
subject to the rule. By the time the rule is published, companies will have about three
months to make any necessary adjustments to comply with the regulation, which is
applicable for the entire calendar year.


LNG/LCNG FUELING SYSTEMS COMMITTEE APPOINTED
2014 PEI President Phil Farrell has appointed 13 people to serve on a committee charged
with writing Recommended Practices for the Design, Operation and Maintenance of
Liquefied Natural Gas/Liquefied Compressed Natural Gas Vehicle Fueling Facilities
(working title). Members include: Scott Zepp (chair), Consolidated Utilities Corp., Boston,
MA; Jim Ames, BLU LNG Transfuels LLC, Salt Lake City, UT; Kelly Crellin, Brugg
Pipesystems LLC, Rome, GA; Patrick Fiedler, Fielder Group, Los Angeles, CA; Jimmy Ford,
Power Integrity Corporation, Greensboro, NC; Brett Hovland, Shell Oil Company, The
Woodlands, TX; Joseph H. Hoyt, FNX LNG Solutions LLC, Plantation, FL; Michael Keilty,
Endress+Hauser Flowtec AG, Division USA, Estes Park, CO; Paul Pitney, Husky
Corporation, Pacific, MO; Jon Rathbun, Bennett Pump Company, Spring Lake, MI; Greg
Thomas, C. E. Thomas Company, Gardena, CA; Ted Williams, American Gas Association,
Washington, D.C.; and Tom Wyper, Wayne Perry, Inc., Buena Park, CA.


PEI CONVENTION AT THE NACS SHOW CHECKLIST
The PEI Convention at the NACS Show (October 7-10 in Las Vegas) is just a month away.
Make sure you have covered all your bases to ensure a terrific convention experience.


If you haven’t already, register now to receive Advance Discounts of up to $150
per attendee.
Reserve housing now while rooms are still available.
Purchase your Kick-Off Breakfast tickets.
Join Find Red to further your networking opportunities and help PEI at the same
time by greeting and helping attendees find their way around the Las Vegas
Convention Center.
To help you make the most of your time, click here to view the current list of
exhibitors and attendees, the schedule-at-a-glance, and detailed descriptions of all
PEI sessions and events.  


BRIEFLY NOTED
Deadline for comments to the draft of PEI’s Recommended Practices for the Design,
Installation, Operation and Maintenance of Compressed Natural Gas Vehicle Fueling
Facilities(RP/1500) is September 10. Go here to download the document and submit
comments.
Veeder-Root, Simsbury, Connecticut, has acquired software-as-a service (SaaS)
provider FuelQuest Inc., Houston, Texas. FuelQuest provides software and services to
suppliers, distributors, retailers, carriers and fleets that use transportation fuels
throughout the world. 
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Franklin Fueling Systems, Madison, Wisconsin, has appointed Balaji Swaminathan to
the position of marketing director. He will lead Franklin’s team of product managers in
managing their respective product lines.


REGULATORY BRIEFS 
New York. New York rules for bulk storage of petroleum and chemicals, as well as for
management of used oil, would be revised and updated to reflect statutory and
regulatory changes under a proposal issued last month by the state Department of
Environmental Conservation. To simplify compliance, the proposal would consolidate
existing state and federal rules for underground storage tanks (USTs)—except for
provisions governing financial responsibility—into one rule. The proposal would also
reflect the requirements of the federal 2005 Energy Policy Act, including: facility operator
training requirements; authority to prohibit delivery of petroleum and hazardous
substances to tanks that are leaking, may be leaking or are being operated in significant
noncompliance; and requirements of piping and dispenser secondary containment. Public
comments are due November 4 on the proposal, which reflects informal comments
received in response to the issuance of a draft in August 2013. The Department also
plans an online briefing and a series of public meetings around the state about the plan.
PEI/RP100 (installation of USTs) and PEI/RP200 (installation of aboveground storage
tanks) are incorporated into the proposed rule by reference.


LEAD SCAVENGERS REPORT RELEASED BY ASTSWMO
The lead scavengers ethylene dibromide (EDB) and 1,2-dichloroethane (DCA) were
present in leaded gasoline nationwide from the early 1920s to the late 1980s, and were
removed from leaded fuels in the late 1980s due to the potential risk lead poses. The
trouble is that EDB and 1,2-DCA persist in the environment today due to historic releases
from USTs, and scavengers are a serious potential groundwater contaminant and risk to
human health and the environment.


In 2013, the Association of State and Territorial Solid Waste Management Officials
(ASTSWMO) LUST Task Force surveyed all 50 states to identify what the states are doing
to investigate and remediate these lead scavengers. Based on the answers of the 35
states that responded, the LUST Task Force found:


There is still great variation from state to state regarding how lead scavenger
issues are addressed;
In most states, the percentage of sites with lead scavengers as a contaminant of
concern is less than 20 percent of their total site population;
Of the responding states, just 14 said they routinely monitor their storage tank
sites for the presence of lead scavengers. Eleven states said they do not monitor
for additive contamination, and nine said they “sometimes” monitor. Some of the
states that don’t routinely monitor for lead scavengers said they did in the past but
stopped because they weren’t finding them; and
Remediation of lead scavengers almost always occurs in conjunction with efforts to
clean up other contaminants, and current mitigation technologies appear to be
sufficient.


The 49-page Lead Scavengers Survey Report should be of interest to environmental
service companies, remediation contractors and UST owners, especially those doing
business in the 35 states that responded to the survey. The state-by-state responses are
noted in an appendix to the document.


TEN YEAR OLD UST VIOLATION SAGA ENDS WITH PAYMENT OF OVER $2.8
MILLION
In September 2004, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) filed an administrative
complaint against Duncan Petroleum Corp., Dover, Delaware, citing violations of federal
regulations designed to detect and prevent leaks from underground storage tanks (USTs)
at five Maryland gasoline stations. That complaint was settled in a February 2006 consent
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agreement which imposed a $65,000 penalty, and required measures to ensure
continued compliance with UST safeguards.


After Duncan Petroleum failed to carry out the compliance measures, EPA inspected 13
additional Duncan Petroleum stations, documenting UST violations at each facility. In
December 2008, after providing multiple opportunities to settle the matter, the United
States Justice Department filed a civil action against Robert Duncan and Duncan
Petroleum. After two days of jury trial, the claims were resolved in August 2010 by a
stipulated order, agreed to by Robert Duncan, requiring payment of a $2 million penalty
by December 15, 2010.


Robert Duncan failed to pay the agreed penalty, claiming an inability to pay. After
analyzing his financial information, the government discovered that six months prior to
trial, Robert Duncan conveyed assets worth about $10 million to several LLCs, trusts and
foundations under his control.


In August 2011, the United States filed a new complaint against Mr. Duncan and affiliated
parties, seeking to void these asset transfers pursuant to the Federal Debt Collection
Procedures Act. On the eve of the trial in March 2014, Mr. Duncan stipulated that the
government had sufficient evidence to establish that most of the transfers were
fraudulent, and the United States agreed to delay proceedings to permit him to settle his
liability by selling and refinancing assets. As of last month, the United States received
total payments in settlement of the federal lawsuit of $2,889,351.41, which includes the
$2 million penalty imposed in 2010, plus interest, as well as attorney’s fees and costs
exceeding $450,000, and daily stipulated penalties exceeding $300,000.


DEATHS
Gregory K. Spiros, codes and compliance coordinator for Superior Equipment Company,
St. Louis, Missouri, passed away August 3. He is survived by his wife, Margie; a son,
Adam; and brothers Stephen, Jimmy and Matthew. Greg is the son of Patricia Brown and
Gerry Spiros and the late James H. Spiros.


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Mexico distributor. Equipos Industriales Del Noroeste, S.A. de C.V., 1734 South Street
Aldama, Col. Anahuac, Los Mochis, Sinaloa, Mexico C.P. 81280, has applied for
distributor division membership. Leopoldo Frias Garcia Parra is director for the firm,
which was established in 1984. The company represents Bennett, Catlow, CentralIl,
Federal, Franklin, HuskyCorp, Leotec, OPW-FC and RedJacket. The firm repairs and
services the equipment it sells. Sponsored for PEI membership by J. Gregory Hockman,
HockmnLews, West Orange, New Jersey. www.einsa.com.mx 
California international trade firm. Swift Petrochemicals, Inc., 4640 Admiralty Way,
Suite 500, Marina Del Rey, California 90292, has applied for affiliate division
membership. Ibiyemi Durosinmi-Etti is vice president of the firm, which was established
in 2012. The company is an oil and gas industry business engaged in the international
trade of oil and gas equipment. Sponsored for PEI membership by Min Jiang, BlueSky,
Wenzhou, China. www.swiftpetrochemicals.com  
Tennessee microbiological tools firm. Microbial Insights, Inc., 10515 Research Drive,
Knoxville, Tennessee 37932, has applied for affiliate division membership. Anita Biernacki
is vice president operations for the firm, which was established in 1992. The company
provides diagnostic tools to aid clients in understanding and managing biological
processes for environmental remediation, microbial induced corrosion and microbial
source tracking. Sponsored for PEI membership by Bill Lawson, AtlantcMfg, Milton, DE.
www.microbe.com 
Construction and removal contractor. Genesis Contracting, Inc., 6505 Angola Road,
Toledo, Ohio 43528, has applied for service and construction division membership. James
Gordon is chief financial officer for the company, which was established in 1998. Genesis
specializes in the installation, removal and upgrade of storage tank systems for
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petroleum based products. Sponsored for PEI membership by B. F. Larson, OWLarsonCo,
Clarkston, MI. www.genesis-contracting.com 
California services firm. JTP Gas Station Service, Inc., 12224 Milldale Court, North
Hollywood, California 91605, has applied for service and construction division
membership. Hagop Ter-Petrossian is CEO of the firm, which was established in 2013.
The company services and repairs equipment for service stations, and tests vapor
recovery equipment. Sponsored for PEI membership by Gregg Miller, NWPump, Portland,
OR. www.jtpgasstationservice.com


ADMITTED TO PEI


Imagen Maldonado, S.A. de C.V., Tecamac, Estado de Mexico, Mexico (dis)
Multiserve Petroleum Equipment Ltd., Milford, Nova Scotia (dis)
Locking Systems International, Inc., Orlando, FL (mfr)
Greer Inc., Lakewood, WA (mfr)
Clark Welding Service, Appalachia, VA (aff)
Phucharoen Construction & Service Co., Ltd., Nakhon Sawan, Thailand (S&C)
Northwest Environmental Solutions, Inc., Sumner, WA (S&C)
Bill Bowden, My Goods Market, Pleasanton, CA (O&E)
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Dear PEI Member:


Phil Farrell, president of Double Check Company, Inc., Kansas
City, Missouri, became the 64th president of the Petroleum
Equipment Institute on January 1. He succeeds Terry Cooper,
president of Acterra Group, Inc., headquartered in Marion, Iowa,
in that post. Kevin McKinney, president of McKinney Petroleum
Equipment, Mobile, Alabama, is PEI’s vice president for 2014.


One of Farrell’s first duties was to appoint committees for 2014.
In all, 219 people were named to serve on 22 PEI committees,
with 12 individuals appointed to a committee for the first time.
The breakdown of committee members by membership division
is more inclusive than that in most other distributor-based trade
associations: 44Timothy R. Smith manufacturer, 1237500
affiliate, 9% operations and engineering, and 7%
government/trade association.


In past years we published the complete list of all committee
members in this newsletter. The inclusion of all of those names
got too unwieldy for this publication so we have made them
available here:


PEI Committee Rosters


We appreciate the willingness of all committee members to
contributor their time and talent to serve the association and the
industry. If you are interested in serving on a committee in the
future, contact Bob Renkes with your committee preferences at
rrenkes@pei.org.


NPN CEASES PUBLICATION AFTER 105 YEARS
NPN Magazine, known for many years as National Petroleum
News, has ceased publication. For those of us at PEI with a sense
of two organizations' history, it’s like losing a great friend.


When Jimmy Newberry of Memphis and Fred Coffield of South
Bend returned to their petroleum equipment businesses after
World War II, they missed the sense of camaraderie they had
enjoyed during the war effort. In late 1950, Newberry wrote a
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The origins of PEI as seen in the 
pages of NPN from 1951. 


 


letter to NPN in which he expressed his conviction that there was
a need for a national association of oil equipment jobbers and his
interest in forming such an association. He solicited NPN’s help in
publicizing an organizational meeting. Newberry’s letter was
routed to A.W. "Al" Boulton, the then publisher of National
Petroleum News who, by fortuitous circumstance, received a
similar letter a few days later from Fred Coffield.


Boulton responded to the Newberry and
Coffield letters, not merely by putting the
two men in touch with each other, but by
publicizing the organizational meeting in
NPN’s editorial pages. NPN covered the
meeting in Louisville and ran a four-page
feature article on the newly organized
National Association of Oil Equipment
Jobbers (NAOEJ), complete with
photographs of officers and directors.


The importance of the role played by NPN
and Al Boulton in the formation of NAOEJ
—PEI’s predecessor organization—cannot
be overstated. In those days NPN was a
weekly, edited and published in Cleveland.
Boulton was the son-in-law of Warren
Platt, the man who founded the
publication in 1909. In the petroleum
marketing industry, NPN’s influence was
immense in the early 1950’s, and was to
become even more so a few years later
when the publication was sold toMcGraw-
Hill and its editorial offices were moved to
New York City. Once, in the early 1960’s,
NAOEJ conducted a survey of its members
to see what trade publications they read.
NPN was at the top of the list, with 100
percent readership. It was the industry
bible.


NPN continued its strong editorial support of the new association for many years. For a
decade or more the magazine also sponsored a reception for all registrants on the
opening evening of NAOEJ’s annual convention. This continued backing by the industry’s
leading trade journal was of enormous importance in getting the new association off the
ground. Without it the fledgling organization known today as PEI probably would not
have survived.


NPN’s support of PEI and its programs continued through the years until the magazine
was shuttered. Keith Reid, NPN’s most recent editor-in-chief, now can be reached at
keithreid@comcast.net or 847-630-4760. Debbie Reschke-Schug, NPN’s managing
editor, can be contacted at aeiohu@hotmail.com or 312-560-2398.


UL ISSUES GUIDANCE ON USE OF ISOBUTANOL-GASOLINE BLENDS
Last month Underwriters Laboratories (UL) announced that fuel storage and dispensing
products intended to handle isobutanol-gasoline blends, up to 16 percent isobutanol by
volume and compliant with applicable ASTM International fuel quality standards, will not
require special investigation by UL if they are listed for use with applicable UL standards
that require testing with 25 percent or higher ethanol blends. This includes fuel
dispensing equipment listed to the UL Subject 87A Outline of Investigation for Power-
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Operated Dispensing Devices for Gasoline and Gasoline/Ethanol Blends with Nominal
Ethanol Concentrations up to 85 Percent (E0 – E85).


NOTEWORTHY
Wayne, A GE Energy Business, is selling part of their direct service operations in
Europe to three existing strategic partners: GiA, Wennstrom and KSW. Under the terms
of the agreements, GiA will acquire existing Wayne service operations in Czech Republic,
Poland and Hungary; Wennstrom will purchase the Wayne service operations in Sweden,
Denmark and Norway; and KSW will acquire the Wayne service operations in Germany
and Sweden.
U.S. crude production by 2016 would approach the 1970 historic high of 9.6
million barrels per dayaccording to Energy Information Administrator (EIA) Adam
Sieminski.—December 16 briefing on the EIA’s Annual Energy Outlook 2014 presented at
the Energy Resources and Environment Program at the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced
International Studies at John Hopkins University.
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)will accept comments on its proposed
renewable fuel standard blending requirements for 2014 (see November 19 TL) until
January 28. Comments may be submitted to regulations.gov and should reference
Docket No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2013-0479. 
A proposed National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) rule that would have forced
private employers to post a “Notice of Employee Rights under the National Labor
Relations Act” has been defeated. The proposed rule was struck down by two separate
circuit courts of appeal, one on statutory grounds and the other on constitutional
grounds. January 2 was the deadline by which the NLRB would have had to file a petition
to the Supreme Court to request review of those appeal court decisions or request
additional time to do so. The NLRB did not file, so the business community has won a
final victory over the over-active NLRB.


PETROLEUM RETAILERS WEIGH IN ON EMV AT CSNEWS CIO/TECH SUMMIT
The following excerpt from the September 2013 issue of Convenience Store News
provides a glimpse into the thought processes of several petroleum marketers at the
Convenience Store News 2013 CIO/Tech Summit as they discussed the challenges and
opportunities facing their individual organizations and the industry as a whole with regard
to EMV.


“On the topic of EMV, retailers expressed skepticism over both the readiness of the
technology, which is already in use in 120 countries, as well as the practicality of the
implementation dates. EMV is a set of guidelines that requires retailers to convert to
a chip and PIN system for POS transactions by October 2015 for in-store and by
October 2017 for pump transactions in order to avoid responsibility for fraudulent
credit and debit card transactions.


'There’s no doubt that the banks are driving this [EMV implementation], but there
are so many questions about the technology right now that they will probably push
back the deadline,' Amir Wurzel of Alon Brands weighed in. 'Everyone is waiting to
see what happens.'


“Added another retailer: 'We are not convinced these dates are hard deadlines, but
the inside-the-store date is probably harder than the pump deadline.'


“The cost of converting to EMV-capable equipment will be substantial. One retailer
said he heard an industry consultant peg the cost of converting fuel pumps to EMV at
more than $160 billion for the industry—and that figure doesn’t include the cost of
retailers’ communication bandwidths at the store level.


“Overall, the attendees agreed there is still much confusion surrounding EMV. 'I’m
not opposed to the technology,' said Jim Xenos, vice president of store technology at
Oklahoma City-based Love’s Travel Stops & Country Stores. 'But tell us when it will
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be ready for us to begin testing, what are the use requirements and when it will be
used by consumers.'


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Mexico distributor. DYH Mexicana S.A. de C.V., Jesus Godinez Ortega St., Juarez,
Chihihua, Mexico 3127, has applied for distributor division membership. Oscar Arizpe
Rodriguez is president of the firm, which was established in 1993. The company
represents CentralIL, Morrison, OPW-FC, PTCoupling, RedJacket, Tuthill and VeederR.
The company services the equipment it sells. Sponsored for PEI membership by Bob
Kempf, APSIntl, Loveland, CO. www.dyhmexicana.com 
Florida service company. Petroleum Plus Services, 2875 SE 58th Avenue, Ocala,
Florida 34480, has applied for service and construction division membership. Steve
Herbert is owner of the firm, which was established in 2008. The company services
petroleum station and convenience store equipment. Sponsored for PEI membership by
Richard H. Long, RDMElec, Nebo, NC.


ADMITTED TO PEI


Al Hamad Trading, Doha, Qatar (dis)
CNG Consulting, Chilliwack, British Columbia, Canada (aff)
GHD Inc., Santa Rosa, CA (aff)
Aegis Petroleum Inc., Medley, FL (S&C)
GBI, S.A. de C.V., Mexico, D.F., Mexico (S&C)
Unicare Building Maintenance, Inc., Dallas, TX (S&C)
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From: Barrows, Judy
To: Lienesch, William; Hagan, Lela; Knighton, Erin
Cc: Burnell, Susan; Mungin-Davis, Queenie
Subject: Ray Faliskie"s LUST Cleanup in Indian country article in MT Newsletter
Date: Tuesday, April 15, 2014 4:15:44 PM
Attachments: MUSTWinter2014.pdf


Thanks to Queenie for finding and letting us know about Ray’s article.
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Petroleum Tank Cleanup Section • Petroleum Tank Release Compensation Board
Federal Facilities and Brownfields Section



1401 Lockey Avenue • P. O. Box 200901 • Helena, MT  59620-0901
Phone: 406-841-5016 • Fax: 406-841-5091
Remediation Web: www.deq.mt.gov/rem
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he U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA or Agency) is committed to
strengthening its partnership with tribes and supporting tribal governments in



protecting human health and the environment in Indian country. The United States
has a unique legal relationship with federally-recognized Indian tribes based on the



Constitution, treaties, statutes, executive orders, and court decisions. This govern-
ment-to-government relationship includes recognition of the right of tribes as



sovereign governments to self determination and an acknowledgement of the
federal government’s trust responsibility to tribes.



EPA directly implements the UST program in Indian country by providing
financial and technical assistance and by working with tribes to build their
capabilities to develop and manage UST programs. EPA also has primary
responsibility for implementing the LUST program in Indian country and
actively works with tribes to identify, assess, and clean up releases.



Since 2001, EPA has utilized a LUST cleanup contract for cleanup and
remediation of LUST-eligible sites in Indian country. The contract is supported



by part of the LUST Trust Fund appropriation. LUST Trust funds can pay for
cleanup at sites where the owner or operator is unknown, unwilling, or unable to
respond, or where prompt action is needed.



There are two active LUST cleanups in Indian country in Montana: Old Union in
Polson (within the Flathead Indian Reservation) and Custer’s Last Camp store in
Busby (located on the Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservation).



    EPA LUST Trust Fund Cleanup
Activities in Indian Country
Ray Faliskie, EPA
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Old Union is on the southeast corner of the intersection of 4th



Avenue East and Main Street. The property is owned by a
member of the Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes. A LUST
release was first identified in December 1989 during tank
removal. Soil samples collected during the removal activities
indicated a release had occurred. Contaminated soil was exca-
vated from the tank basin and one monitoring well was installed.
The site was transferred to EPA in 2009. In October 2009, the
EPA’s contractor advanced four soil borings to assess soil and
groundwater conditions. Petroleum hydrocarbons in soil and
groundwater exceeded Indian Lands Risk Based Screening
Levels (RBSLs) for soil and Maximum Contaminant Levels
(MCLs) for groundwater.



In March 2011, EPA installed six monitoring wells to delineate
the extent of the soil and groundwater contamination. Analytical
results showed elevated concentrations of petroleum hydrocar-
bons in the soil and groundwater. In-situ chemical oxidation
(ISCO) injection events were conducted to reduce the soil and
groundwater contamination on-site. Since then, quarterly
groundwater monitoring results indicate that petroleum contami-
nation has been reduced to below cleanup levels and EPA is
preparing to close the site.



Custer’s Last Camp was once a gas station and store located on
the Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservation. In 1991, the
domestic well located on the site was found to be contaminated
with volatile organic compounds including benzene and 1, 2-
dichloroethane (DCA). In 1993 and 1994 the Montana Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality (DEQ) conducted site investiga-
tions using Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) Trust
funds. The LUST Trust Program installed monitoring wells and
discovered gasoline free product in on-site wells. As a result,



455 cubic yards of petroleum-contaminated soil (PCS) were
removed from the property and the adjacent highway right-of-
way. However, additional sampling results indicated contamina-
tion was present from other upgradient sources. In 1998, the site
was transferred to the EPA due to tribal ownership and the EPA
continued remediation using Region 8 LUST Trust funding. The
fuel dispenser, associated piping, three USTs and 3,481 cubic
yards of PCS were removed from the site in 2003 and soil
samples taken during the excavation activities indicated elevated
concentrations of petroleum hydrocarbons in the soil. A new
domestic drinking water well was installed in 2003. Two
additional monitoring wells installed in 2004 continued to show
high contaminant concentrations, while soil samples showed low
levels of contaminants in the vicinity of the former USTs. An
additional site assessment completed in 2008 included the
installation of three additional monitoring wells and collection
of groundwater samples. Results from the site assessment indi-
cated that petroleum hydrocarbons present in the soil were
limited to the vicinity of the former pump islands.



A soil vapor extraction (SVE) pilot test was completed in
November 2009. An SVE system was in operation by March
2010 and an estimated 5,339 gallons of gasoline were recovered
by the system. Petroleum hydrocarbon concentrations were
reduced to below MCLs. Concentrations of 1, 2 DCA and
ethylene dibromide (EDB) remained above MCLs. To reduce
concentrations of 1, 2-DCA and EDB, the EPA contractor
completed three enhanced anaerobic bioremediation injection
events that included injecting lactate to reduce oxygen levels,
resulting in an anaerobic environment. Concentrations of 1, 2-
DCA and EDB were reduced and EPA continues to monitor the
site and assess groundwater conditions for compliance with
groundwater cleanup standards.  



EPA LUST Trust Fund Cleanup Activities in Indian Country – continued from page 1



Tribal USTs and the Montana Petro Fund
Terry Wadsworth, DEQ



The state of Montana is committed to strong tribal
relations that encourage cooperation and collaboration
because both sovereigns engage in activities that directly



impact each other. Intergovernmental cooperation serves the
interests of all Montana citizens while ensuring respect for the
sovereign authority of both state government and federally-
recognized Indian tribes that fall within the boundaries of the



state of Montana. The Montana Legislature, mindful of its
constitutional obligations, enacted laws to provide adequate
remedies for the protection of the environment from degradation
and to prevent unreasonable depletion and degradation of natural
resources. Those laws included the establishment of a Petroleum
Tank Release Cleanup Fund (Fund). The Fund was established to
provide financial resources through which tank owners and



continued on page 3
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operators may undertake and be reimbursed for corrective action
and payment to third parties for damages caused by releases
from petroleum storage tanks. LUST cleanups in Indian country
can be eligible for reimbursement from the Fund for the appli-
cable percentage of eligible costs caused by a release by doing
the following: comply with the state of Montana requirements
for design, permitting, testing, inspection, operation, mainte-
nance, recordkeeping and reporting that have been adopted
pursuant to the Montana Petroleum Storage Tank Cleanup and



Underground Storage Tank Act. We encourage owners of
petroleum storage tanks to know the laws and rules that pertain
to hazardous substance storage tanks so that they may be eligible
for assistance from the Fund. Exhaustive information about
Fund eligibility requirements and petroleum storage tank
operation and maintenance requirements are available on the
Petroleum Tank Release Compensation Board’s web site at
http://deq.mt.gov/pet/default.mcpx. 



Tribal USTs and the Montana Petro Fund – continued from page 2



AST Compliance
Terry Wadsworth, DEQ



T he Montana Legislature established the Petroleum Tank
Release Cleanup Fund (Fund) to assist certain tank
owners and operators with cleanup of petroleum tank



releases (see “Cleanup Fund Eligibility,” MUST News, spring
2013). The Fund is administered by the Petroleum Tank Release
Compensation Board (Board). Protection of the public and the
environment is accomplished through proper tank management;
diligent leak detection; and prompt response, adequate investiga-
tion, and timely cleanup of petroleum tank releases. To receive
reimbursement from the Fund, owners and operators must be in
compliance with the environmental protective rules that have
been adopted by the Board.



Leakage and overfills can adversely affect the environment and
can lead to costly cleanups for the owner and the state. To avoid
expensive oil spills and to be eligible for the Fund, be sure your
above ground storage tank (AST) is constructed and maintained
in accordance with Fund eligibility requirements and that you
perform routine maintenance on both old and new tank systems
to keep them in compliance.



Montana’s Fire Prevention and Investigation Section (FPIS) in
the State Fire Marshal’s office of the Department of Justice,
authorized by Title 50, chapter 3 of the Montana Code Anno-
tated, periodically updates its storage tank requirements. The
Board requires ASTs to be in compliance with current FPIS
requirements in order to be eligible for assistance from the
cleanup Fund. This sometimes requires owners to improve and
update their existing tanks.



To be eligible for assistance from the Fund, an AST system is
required to be in compliance with the following:



Above Ground Storage Tanks at a Commercial Facility



 The system must have an audible alarm that will sound
when the liquid level reaches 90 percent tank capacity,
or a means must be provided to automatically stop the
flow of liquid into the tank when the liquid level
reaches 98 percent capacity, or to restrict flow of liquid
into the tank to a maximum flow rate of 2.5 gallons per
minute when the liquid in the tank reaches 95 percent
capacity;



 The tank shape, size, and type must be consistent with
sound engineering design;



 The foundation must be designed to minimize corro-
sion in any part of the tank resting on the ground or on
the foundation;



 The tank is on a foundation made of concrete, masonry,
piling or steel;



 The foundation must be designed to minimize the
possibility of uneven settling of the tank.



Above Ground Piping at a Commercial Facility



 The pipes, joints, and valves must be liquid-tight;
 Any portion of the piping that is in contact with soil



must be protected from corrosion in accordance with
good engineering practice; and



 The piping system must be substantially supported and
protected from physical damage and excessive stresses
arising from settlement, vibration, expansion or
contraction.
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Fuel dispensers



 The dispensers must be mounted on a concrete island;
 The dispensers must be protected against collision



damage;
 A listed emergency breakaway device must be installed



on each hose dispensing Class I liquids;
 Each fuel dispenser must have an emergency shut off



device or electrical disconnection;
 The dispensing devices must be bolted securely in



place.



An owner or operator seeking reimbursement for eligible costs
must be in compliance with the applicable state and federal laws
and rules that the Board has determined pertain to the prevention
and mitigation of a petroleum release from a petroleum storage
tank at the time that the release was discovered. These compli-
ance requirements can be found in ARM 17.58.326 and include
provisions of the International Fire Code (IFC 2009) applicable
to above ground storage tanks, provisions of the National Fire
Protection Association Uniform Fire Code, Code for Motor Fuel
Dispensing Facilities and Repair Garages (NFPA 30A, 2008)
applicable to above ground storage tanks, and provisions of the
National Fire Protection Association Uniform Fire Code,



Standard for the Installation of Oil-burning Equipment (NFPA
31, 2006) applicable to above ground storage tanks attached to
burners. A copy of the aforementioned Codes may be obtained
by contacting the Board staff or by contacting the above-named
associations directly at the addresses listed in ARM 17.58.326.



The specific rule language (ARM 17.58.326) can be found on 
the web at http://www.deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/
CH58-03.pdf. The Board is considering requiring that facilities 
be inspected for these requirements before eligibility to the 
Petroleum Tank Release Compensation Fund can be granted. If 
you want to be involved in that discussion we recommend you 
attend the Board meetings. Their locations and times are 
published on the Board’s website at http://deq.mt.gov/pet/
meetings.mcpx.



It is important to remember that on October 18, 2011, the
Environmental Protection Agency issued both a direct final (76
FR 64245) and a proposed rule (76 FR 64296) to amend the date
by which farms must prepare or amend and implement their
Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) Plans, to
May 10, 2013. The Board has required the SPCC plan as a
component of eligibility. For more information on the SPCC,
visit EPA’s website at www.epa.gov/oilspill.  



AST Compliance – continued from page 3



Fuel Volatility and Seasonal Fuel Blends
Jeff Kuhn, DEQ



M ontanans are familiar with the increase in gasoline
prices that seems to be timed with the Memorial Day
weekend throughout the US. Many people believe



this is due solely to the increased demand for gasoline that
heralds the beginning of the summer tourism season. Montana,
with some of the longest stretches of highway in the nation,
would be a good candidate for a national study on the seasonal
increase of gasoline consumption by state residents to monitor
supply and demand and predict price spikes. In actuality, states
with larger populations, such as California, have had consider-
able discussion on seasonal price spikes where population plays
a more significant role in consumption than the number of miles
driven by state residents. However, consumption plays a lesser
role in the seasonal increase of gasoline prices in the summer
and the decrease of gasoline prices in the fall.



The seasonal rise in gasoline prices in late May is timed with
increased temperatures that affect fuel volatility. Different parts



of the country have different regulations that control the prop-
erty of gasoline known as Reid Vapor Pressure (RVP), measured
in pounds per square inch. Liquids with a RVP equal to or
greater than atmospheric pressure (approx. 14.7 psi) would boil
off in the atmosphere. This would clearly be bad for the environ-
ment. Increasing temperature increases volatile organic com-
pound (VOC) emissions due to evaporation. And increased VOC
emissions contribute to ground level ozone and atmospheric
smog.



In order to reduce pollution, summer fuels use different types of
oxygenates and additives to lower RVP. Depending on the part
of the country, the EPA’s standards mandate an RVP below 9.0
PSI or 7.8 PSI for summer-grade fuel. Some local regulations
have stricter standards. These compounds also allow gasoline
engines to burn more cleanly – summer fuel is cleaner than
winter fuel. Cleaner fuels also reduce overall gasoline consump-



continued on page 5





http://www.deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH58-03.pdf
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tion and contribute to energy conservation measures. Refineries
are typically shut down twice a year for a short period of time to
accommodate the switch in fuel composition from winter to
summer and back again.



Why is “summer fuel” more expensive than “winter fuel?” In
general terms, the lower the RVP the more expensive the fuel is
to produce. Winter grade fuels include a greater amount of an
inexpensive compound, butane (butane has an RVP of 52 psi). A
suite of more expensive compounds is blended into summer



Fuel Volatility and Seasonal Fuel Blends – continued from page 4



fuels to create a lower RVP that meets summer RVP regulations
in different parts of the country. There are approximately 20
different fuel standards across the country that result in the
creation of “boutique fuels” (see “Boutique” Fuels, MUST
News, spring 2013). Because butane is cheap and readily
available for winter use, more gasoline can be produced in the
fall at exactly the time when gasoline consumption decreases
across the country. Thus, more gasoline is available in the fall at
a less expensive price.  



Owner/Operator Involvement: Why Bother?
Rebecca Ridenour, DEQ



In the DEQ Petroleum Tank Cleanup Section (PTCS), we
often hear the following phrases from people: “Why hasn’t
the state cleaned up my property?”, “Why is my release



taking so long to clean up?”, or “You people were out here last
year and dug up my property; why do you want me to do more
work?”



These are great questions that actually lead to complex and
detailed answers. Too many, petroleum cleanup seems daunting,
overwhelming, expensive, and as if there is no end in sight.
Petroleum releases are complex; there is no way to get away
from that fact. But, when the property owner or operator (O/O)
of the release is engaged in the process, understanding increases
and fears are reduced. This article suggests how O/Os can
become more engaged in the cleanup process and what benefits
can result.



DEQ has seen a recent trend in PTRCB-reimbursable cleanup
toward O/Os actually signing a designation form so that an
environmental consultant can receive direct reimbursement. At
first glance this could seem like a simple and attractive alterna-
tive. What this does, however, is take the O/O out of the commu-
nication loop.



When an O/O is involved in the cleanup process, they will know
what work is being requested and why. DEQ is beginning to
request that consultants include a closure plan in all submitted
reports. An O/O who is questioning why cleanup is taking so
long should now start to see an outlined plan of action for
release closure. The O/O should actually be involved in the
cleanup plan and timing. Work plans and on-the-ground efforts



need to be outcome-oriented; that is, closure-oriented. When the
owner is involved, he/she can help drive all work plans toward
that closure goal.



Just because a closure plan is included in a report does not mean
that closure will occur in short order; nor does it mean that
changes won’t be made to the plan. But, when an O/O is
involved, they will understand why the time frame is proposed
and why changes to a cleanup plan might be needed. In
Montana, investigation and cleanup of a petroleum release are
the responsibly of the O/O. What this means is that the O/O
should be dictating when work will occur. In the situation where
a costly cleanup effort is needed, the O/O is the one who will
have to work that alternative into their business strategy.



DEQ PTCS management recently attended the National Tanks
Conference in Denver, Colorado. Unambiguous presentation
sessions repeatedly brought up the importance of having O/Os
involved in the cleanup process. In many situations, the O/O is
also the property owner – which begs the question: Why would
any property owner not want to be directly involved in the
betterment of their property? The fact that this national confer-
ence highlighted O/O involvement suggests that it is a national
issue. In order for cleanups to be effective and efficient, all
parties need to be involved and communicate. DEQ has seen
many cleanup efforts stall because the necessary people were
not involved in the cleanup process. Once everyone comes to
the table, cleanup progresses more seamlessly and fairly
painlessly. Keeping the momentum is ultimately what will bring
a release to closure.    
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Monitoring wells can accumulate water if the rubber gasket beneath the flush mount cover is deteriorated or
missing and adequate drainage does not exist inside the collar. This can freeze above the PVC well cap in the
winter, making sampling efforts extremely problematic.



Photo Essay



continued on page 7



I usually leave the MUST News article writing to the experts
in the tank programs; however, once in a while there are
items to share that may directly or indirectly affect our



stakeholders, the public or other entities. On behalf of the
management team, I want to announce that the DEQ
Remediation Division has some exciting news that will not only
streamline our internal processes, but will also better help us do
the best job we can of protecting human health and the environ-
ment.



The Remediation Division recently underwent a reorganization
based on the evaluation and analysis of changes and goals
within the division. The reorganization went into effect in
November. The goal is to rally behind a division-wide strategy
that supports the overall DEQ mission and strategic framework.



A Note from the Remediation Division Management Team
Jenny Chambers, Remediation Division Administrator, DEQ



Over the past year there have been extensive cross program
discussions to formulate the management team’s vision and
frame the new organization structure changes.



Overall structure and direction is based on a unified project
management approach with the ultimate goal to improve
outcomes and help frame the budget planning process. Existing
full-time employee positions have also been streamlined,
resulting in an overall cost savings.



The customer service and focus on continual improvement that
our stakeholders have seen over the years will not change. Some
of the changes that will improve processes and create efficien-
cies include:
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A Note from the Remediation Division Management Team – continued from page 6



 Decentralizing the administrative support staff and
integrating them into their specific sections. This will
help focus customer service on program-specific roles;



 Aligning the Brownfields grant and federal facilities
remediation planning and coordination under one
section. This section will now be called the Federal
Facilities and Brownfields Section (see the DEQ
Brownfields Update article);



 Consolidating the leaking underground storage tank
program under one section to develop systemic
planning and overall long-term plans on release sites.
This section will now be called the Petroleum Tank
Cleanup Section (see the Petroleum Tank Cleanup
Section – Aligning Resources article); and



DEQ Brownfields Update
Jeff Kuhn, DEQ



T he Remediation Division reorganization consolidated
the Hazardous Substance Brownfields Program and the
Petroleum Brownfields Program into one coordinated



Brownfields Program.



Petroleum Brownfields Coordinator, Ed Kiely, indicated “this is
like reverse ‘Continental Drift’ bringing the disparate pieces of
the supercontinent ‘Pangaea’ back together.”



Members of the newly formed Federal Facilities and
Brownfields Section (FEDBRO) are excited about their new
mission and ready to take on the challenges of assessing and
cleaning up Federal Facilities and Brownfields sites located
throughout Montana. Federal Facilities include all sites owned



Petroleum Tank Cleanup Section – Aligning Resources
Rebecca Ridenour, DEQ



 Realigning some reporting structures; this has created
some new leadership positions that will serve to
improve program efficiencies.



Over the next several months, we will be busy shaping our new
direction. This will include determining goals and expectations,
establishing a Division-wide strategic plan, preparing for the
upcoming legislative session, and networking and getting
feedback from our stakeholders to ensure that service and
support goes both ways.



We look forward to continuing to serve our great state of
Montana and all of you!  



by the federal government that have documented releases of
hazardous substances or petroleum to the environment. Such
facilities include many of Montana’s current and former military
bases and missile control sites. Jason Seyler will coordinate the
overall activities of the Brownfields Program, with a strong
focus on outreach to Montana’s communities. Jason can be
reached at 406-841-5071 or jseyler@mt.gov. Ed Kiely will
continue in his role as Petroleum Brownfields Coordinator and
oversee active assessment work and coordination with
Montana’s Economic Development Authority representatives,
the DEQ Petroleum Tank Cleanup Section, and the Montana
Petroleum Tank Release Compensation Board. Ed can be
reached at 406-841-5057 or ekiely@mt.gov.  



T he Petroleum Technical Section, now called the
Petroleum Tank Cleanup Section, has seen some
changes as a result of the Remediation Division



reorganization. Before the reorganization, the Section
oversaw most petroleum tank cleanups in Montana.
However, oversight of certain federally regulated cleanups
was overseen by the former LUST-Brownfields Section,
which is federally funded through a grant from the LUST



Trust Fund. Both groups oversaw cleanups that were dictated by
the same Montana law and rules; the only difference was the
source of funding. Rather than continue to have two work units
do the same work, DEQ has combined the two programs. The
Petroleum Tank Cleanup Section is still part of the Hazardous
Waste Cleanup Bureau. Rebecca Ridenour is the supervisor of
the newly named section and can be reached at 406-841-5059 or
rridenour@mt.gov.  











8



MUST NewsMUST NewsMUST NewsMUST News



At-Risk Steel Underground Storage Tanks in Montana:
The Best Ways to Protect Yourself as an Owner/Operator
Redge Meierhenry, DEQ



Outside view of a hole in a leaking steel UST



Background
Steel tanks in Montana comprise almost half of the storage tank
population when compared to other construction materials.
Notably, steel tanks in Montana make up 48 percent of the total
active tank population.



Although the Montana database containing the inventory of
steel tanks has not been analyzed, it is estimated that the bulk of
the underground storage tanks (USTs) installed since the early
1990s in Montana are installed to Steel Tank Institute (STI)
standards. STI has developed a national registration program
such that when tank manufacturers fabricate steel tanks to STI
standard, they are provided with a 30-year warranty against
failure due to external corrosion. The warranty does not
indemnify the owner from internal corrosion; that will be
discussed later.



With the warranty comes a strong quality assurance inspection
program that STI administers on behalf of licensed manufactur-
ers. Inspectors arrive at a tank shop unannounced and at
random to verify that the fabricator is meeting STI’s require-
ments. There were a number of improvements in the sti-P3®
design during the ‘70s and ‘80s, including the development of
urethane coatings and enhanced methods of applying fiberglass
reinforced plastic as an external corrosion barrier. Magnesium
anodes, attached to the tank by wire, were virtually replaced
during that time by an innovative weld-on zinc anode design. 1



Underground Storage Tanks Last Forever, Right?
It is critical that tank owner/operators have the fundamental
understanding that USTs, no matter the construction material,
have a finite useful life 2 and must be managed as a “wasting
asset.” STI warranties steel tanks constructed and installed to
their standard for 30 years. A “wasting asset” is defined as an
item that irreversibly declines in value as a function of time.
Wasting assets include vehicles, machinery and other fixed
assets. Accountants attempt to quantify the amount that assets
decrease in value over time by assigning depreciation schedules
to wasting assets, therefore, recognizing the decrease in value
each year.



In the case of USTs, there is an inverse relationship between the
value of the asset and the environmental risk that they produce
for the tank owner over time. There are currently no mathemati-



cal models that examine this relationship, however one is able
to distinguish that a correlation exists between these two
factors.



Why Should I Care About Internal Corrosion?
Remember that the warranty on steel tanks does not protect
against internal corrosion. Below are pictures of a steel tank
removed from the ground in eastern Montana in 2010. An
investigation was conducted by the DEQ for the cause of a
large petroleum release that came from the tank. The first
picture is the outside of the steel tank and the second picture is
the inside of the steel tank. Visual examination of the interior
section of the steel tank around the perforation revealed that the
topography of the metal surface on the inside of the tank is
indicative and normally associated with a phenomenon known
as Microbial Induced Corrosion (MIC). For more information
on Microbial Induced Corrosion, see the article, “Microbial
Corrosion and Ethanol Blended Fuels,” originally published in
the 2012 Fall Issue of MUST News.



If you think that MIC is not an issue for owners of a steel tank,
or that, “This can’t happen to me,” remember:



 Water in the fuel will phase separate from any mixture
percentage or blend of ethanol in the base fuel stock
when saturation point is reached;



 Water may be entrained into the fuel along the trans-
portation route to the facility and this makes the fuel
stock susceptible to microbial growth; and



 As steel tanks age, the probability that the depth of
metal etching related to internal corrosion, if it is
occurring, is increasing.



continued on page 9
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Inside view of the same hole in the same leaking UST



At-Risk Steel Underground Storage Tanks in Montana:  – continued from page 8



continued on page 10



MIC and Internal Corrosion! What Should I Do If I Am a
Steel Tank Owner?
At this point in the discussion, you should be thinking that if
you have an older steel tank, you are at risk of developing
deep pitting due to internal corrosion that could be linked to
microbial growth. If careful maintenance practices are not
followed, deep pits could eventually result in product leaks to
the atmosphere.



While many tank owners utilize Automatic Tank Gauges
(ATG) in Montana, history has proven that this equipment,
though sophisticated, is not sufficient as a stand-alone method
to alert owners of small leaks. This is because ATG leak
alarms are often ignored by owners and a large amount of
product is able to leak out of a tank even though the perfora-
tion of the material is relatively small.



We are aware that tank owners are sensitive to inventory losses
and often react faster to lost income over an ATG failed leak
test. Because of this, DEQ recommends that steel tank owners
implement a backup method of leak detection for all USTs, but
particularly steel tanks. This ensures that suspicious tank
operations caught by your ATG failed leak tests are confirmed
by a back-up method of tank detection. The backup method
of tank leak detection will be discussed shortly.



The Automatic Tank Gauge: The Most Underutilized
Equipment on Site
The ATG is a superb piece of modern electronic technology
with enormous potential for enhancing business applications at
retail fuel facilities. Properly installed and programmed, the
ATG that UST owner/operators are familiar with provides



accurate, reliable measurements of product volume and
temperature.



An ATG, used in conjunction with other leak detection methods,
is an optimal strategy; however, little to none of this potential is
being realized at the overwhelming majority of retail facilities.
An ATG uses a probe located in each tank to measure fuel and
water levels. The probe consists of a vertical hanging rod with
two donut-shaped floats that slide along the rod. One float rests
on the surface of the fuel and the other float, if the system is
equipped, detects water that may be present in the bottom of the
tank. The position of the floats tells the ATG console how much
fuel and water are present in the tank. The probe rod also has
thermistors to measure the fuel temperature. Leak tests are
conducted by: the gauge sampling at periods of quiet time in
the tank; determining whether the tank is losing (or gaining)
product; and accounting for temperature effects on volume
changes in the tank. Typical use of the ATG provides monthly
leak tests at either a .2 gallon per hour leak test rate or .1 gallon
per hour test leak rate depending on module programming.



The ATG typically employed by owner/operators is little more
than a substitute for the venerable measuring stick, but with the
added feature of regulatory compliance for required leak
detection tests as mentioned above. When the ATG is used in
conjunction with Statistical Inventory Reconciliation (SIR),
another approved leak detection method, the ATG can supply
essential input into a SIR method that cannot be performed in
stand-alone mode. These additional benefits are:



 Meter calibration assessments;
 Dispenser delivery rates;
 Delivery audits;
 Optimal re-order policy generation;
 Blend percentage accuracy;
 ATG self-assessments; and
 Provision for a back-up method of leak detection.



Automatic Tank Gauges Report, But Do You Listen?
Regulations require leak detection systems on USTs in
Montana, and most owner/operators use the ATG as their
primary method of tank leak detection. While an ATG is a
sophisticated piece of electronic equipment, catastrophic
releases have a record in Montana of being unnoticed or
unmanaged by tank operators for a variety of reasons. Com-
monly, tank owners and operators ignore failed test reports or
tank alarms alerting of a failed leak test as mentioned
above.
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Proper response to failed ATG leak tests can be problematic for
some operators, as evidenced by several recent catastrophic
petroleum releases. In one large tank leak case (greater than
1000 gallons released to the environment), it became apparent
to the owner, after noticing inventory losses over several
months time, that perhaps there was a tank perforation. The
leak was confirmed when inventory losses were significant
enough that the tank operator decided to further investigate the
integrity of the tank. By then, of course, it was too late to avoid
a costly cleanup. Because of instances like these, DEQ recom-
mends that a secondary form of tank leak detection, such as the
SIR method be implemented. This will help tank operators
react quickly, and with confidence, to failed ATG leak tests.



How Does the SIR Method Work?
By allowing an ATG to access sales information directly
through the dispensing meter, SIR performs sophisticated
statistical analysis on inventory data using the amount pumped,
the amount delivered, and tank liquid volumes to establish
whether the storage system is tight. It allows an operator to
keep inventory records without the risk of human error. As



sales volumes are monitored on an on-going basis, SIR also
detects evidence of continuous losses unrelated to sales
volumes and therefore consistent with leakage. It also differen-
tiates between losses occurring when lines are pressured or
when they are idle.



Although SIR is able to function with a wooden stick, the
increased accuracy and consistency of ATG data is able to
improve the accuracy and reliability of SIR results. The use of
SIR does not require that an UST be out of service and, most
importantly, SIR’s test encompasses the product pipe all the
way to the dispenser nozzle. Data collected by the tank owner
or operator is sent to a SIR vendor, who analyzes the data to
determine whether there is a loss trend in the UST system.
Based on the statistical analysis of the data supplied by the UST
operator, the SIR vendor supplies the client (the tank owner/
operator) with a report that indicates whether the UST system is
leaking.



Below is an example of a SIR report from an approved vendor
that meets department requirements for performance.



Tank Owner
Facility Name
Facility Location



TANK MONITORING REPORT
                            System Status



  Tank   Period    Pass Fail Test
Tank ID – Product Capacity Covered Inconclusive Date



1 MidGrade 11500 06/01/2011–06/30/2011 Pass 06/30/2011



2 Unlead 23000 (2M) 06/01/2011–06/30/2011 Pass 06/30/2011



3 Premium 11500 06/01/2011–06/30/2011 Pass 06/30/2011



4 #2 Diesel 11500 06/01/2011–06/30/2011 Pass 06/30/2011



4D1 #1 Diesel 5000 06/01/2011–06/30/2011 Pass 06/30/2011



5 RedDye 10000 06/01/2011–06/30/2011 Pass 06/30/2011



LINE MONITORING REPORT
                            System Status



     Associated Tank System   Period    Pass Fail Test
Tank ID – Product   Capacity Covered Inconclusive Date



1 MidGrade 11500 06/01/2011–06/30/2011 Pass 06/30/2011



2 Unlead 23000 (2M) 06/01/2011–06/30/2011 Pass 06/30/2011



3 Premium 11500 06/01/2011–06/30/2011 Pass 06/30/2011



4 #2 Diesel 11500 06/01/2011–06/30/2011 Pass 06/30/2011



4D1 #1 Diesel 5000 06/01/2011–06/30/2011 Pass 06/30/2011



5 RedDye 10000 06/01/2011–06/30/2011 Pass 06/30/2011



At-Risk Steel Underground Storage Tanks in Montana:  – continued from page 9



CITLDS Continual Reconciliation Report



continued on page 11
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Is a SIR Report Right For You?
Tank owner/operators practicing due diligence routinely
employ multiple methods of leak detection for their tanks and
piping. This built-in redundancy assures the tank operator that
suspect events will be noticed early so that appropriate action
can be taken to ameliorate the effects of a catastrophic petro-
leum release to the environment. This also eliminates needless
financial impacts to the owner. Department rules allow that the
hybridization of ATGs and the SIR method is an acceptable
form of tank and pipe leak detection.



That Sounds Great, But What Will It Cost Me?
The cost may vary slightly depending on which vendor you
use. According to one vendor, “In general, pricing for SIR data
submitted electronically is $7.50 to $12.50 per tank per
month.”3 Most SIR providers have provisions for electronic
data entry and submittal via web portals, or they can accept
data in spreadsheet formats. The bottom line is that the $90-
150 per tank per year far outweighs the consequences and costs
of a catastrophic leak. It will also give you the peace-of-mind
that leaks will be detected quickly.



Conclusion
As a tank owner/operator, there are plenty of things you have
to worry about. Why let leak detection be one of them? By
employing effective leak detection methods and properly
responding to leak alerts, the potential costs and headaches
associated with cleanups can be reduced. Selecting a SIR
vendor and using it in conjunction with ATGs is a good course
of action for a tank owner/operator, regardless of how old the



At-Risk Steel Underground Storage Tanks in Montana:  – continued from page 10



tanks are or the type of tanks in inventory. This is particularly
important if you own and operate a steel tank that is nearing the
end of its useful life.  



1 UST History, Excerpted from the Handbook of Storage Tank
Systems, Wayne Geyer, Executive Vice President, Steel Tank
Institute



2 Useful life is defined as an estimate of how long one can expect
to use an income-producing item in a trade or business setting.
Useful life usually refers to the duration for which the item will
be useful (to the business), and not how long the property will
actually last. Many factors affect a property’s useful life,
including the frequency of use, the age when acquired and the
repair policy and environmental conditions of the business. The
useful life for identical types of property will differ from user to
user depending on the above factors, as well as additional factors
such as foreseeable technological improvements, economic
changes and changes in laws



3 Warren Rogers Associates



MONTHLY MONITORING DATA QUALITY REPORT



1 MidGrade 11500 06/01/2011–06/30/2011 0.030 0.015



2 Unlead 23000 (2M) 06/01/2011–06/30/2011 0.030 0.015



3 Premium 11500 06/01/2011-06/30/2011 0.030 0.015



4 #2 Diesel 11500 06/01/2011–06/30/2011 0.030 0.015



4D1 #1 Diesel 5000 06/01/2011–06/30/2011 0.030 0.015



5 RedDye 10000 06/01/2011–06/30/2011 0.030 0.015



This report provides the results of continual reconciliation testing for tanks and associated lines for monthly monitoring.



                                        Minimum
Associated Tank Tank System   Period    Detectable Leak Threshold
   ID – Product    Capacity Covered           (gph) (gph)
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Remediation Division Building Relocation



The DEQ Remediation Division has recently been
relocated to the Cogswell building at 1401 Lockey
Avenue in Helena. The Petroleum Release Compensa-



tion Board has been relocated to 1400 8th Avenue.



While these moves are only temporary due to some issues with
the old building, we continue to move forward in getting our



work done for the public and our regulated community. All
phone numbers and email addresses remain the same and the
mailing address is still P.O. Box 200901, Helena, Montana,
59620. If you have any questions, please contact us at
406-841-5000. 



Department of Revenue Notifies Business Owners of
Equipment Tax Exemption
Ted Brewer, DOR



Beginning on January 1, 2014, a new state law takes
effect exempting tens of thousands of Montana
businesses from paying tax on and reporting business



equipment. Some 53,000 Montana businesses will receive
letters from the Department of Revenue the first week of
December reminding them of the change.



Under Senate Bill 96, passed during the 2013 Legislative
Session, businesses that own less than $100,000 worth of
equipment will now be exempt from paying taxes on and
reporting it. Businesses that own equipment with a total
statewide aggregate market value of more than $100,000 will
be exempt from paying taxes on the first $100,000 in equip-
ment value. Those businesses are still required to report their
equipment.



Under the current law that ends on December 31, businesses
that owned less than $20,000 in equipment were exempt from
the tax. Businesses that owned more than that were not exempt,



having to pay taxes on all of their equipment. All businesses had
to report their equipment, no matter the value.



“Enacting this law is an important milestone for Main Street,
Montana,” said Department of Revenue Director Mike Kadas.
“To exempt tax on the necessary tools that small business
owners in Montana need to successfully run their businesses is a
huge step towards improving their lives and the lives of their
employees, families and communities. It makes Montana an
even better place to live, work and play.”



Senate Bill 96 also lowered the tax rate for businesses with
between $100,000 and $6 million in equipment. Those busi-
nesses will now pay a rate of 1.5 percent. Businesses with more
than $6 million in equipment will continue paying 3 percent.



People with questions are encouraged to call toll free at (866)
859-2254, or in Helena at 444-6900, or visit the Department of
Revenue’s website at http://revenue.mt.gov.  



 Jargon – Bollard
Originally, bollard was the name given to the short, thick, iron post mounted on a wharf to which a ship tied up
when it docked. The British began using the same term to describe a post, connected by rope to other similar posts,
to divert automobile traffic.



At a gas station, bollard is the term applied to the heavy protective posts set at the ends of pump islands to prevent
vehicles from coming in contact with the dispensers or other pump-island fixtures. Bollards are also used to protect
above ground storage tanks.
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Petroleum Tank Release Compensation Board Blotter



A t its September 23, 2013, meeting, the Petroleum Tank
Release Compensation Board (Board) welcomed Mr.
Tom Downey, who was appointed by the Governor to



take the place of Karl Hertel as a representative of the insurance
industry. Mr. Downey will serve a three year term. Jerry Breen, a
representative of the independent petroleum marketers and chain
retailers, and Roger Noble, a representative of the petroleum
release remediation consultants industry, were reappointed for
an additional 3 year term.



The Board considered two applications for eligibility. One
release was determined eligible for reimbursement from the
Petroleum Tank Release Cleanup Fund (Fund), while the second
release was determined ineligible for the Fund because the
release was discovered before April 13, 1989. The Board ratified
payment of 184 claims, totaling $901,647.33, which had been
reimbursed between July 17, 2013 and September 4, 2013. Two
claims were denied; one because the release had reached its
statutory reimbursement cap, and the other because the claimant
withdrew the claim from PTRCB review. Two claims for
amounts greater than $25,000 were reviewed by the Board and
approved for payment. The estimated reimbursement for the two
claims was nearly $56,000.00.



The Petroleum Technical Section of the Remediation Division
presented a summary of a work plan that has an estimated cost
greater than $100,000. The plan reviewed was for work to be
conducted at a site in Cut Bank. The Department also provided
an update on a system to be installed at a site on Front Street in
Butte.



The Board granted an extension to the owners of a site in
Billings to complete a MAPA hearing on eligibility, allowing
more time for the owner to gather additional information to
confirm whether the release was a result of activities on their
site.



The revenues received by the Fund have continued to be above
projections for the year.



At its November 18, 2013, meeting, the Board considered four
applications for eligibility. All four releases were determined
eligible for reimbursement from the Fund. The Board ratified
payments of 169 claims, totaling $1,173,877.87, which had been
reimbursed between September 11, 2013 and October 23, 2013.
Three claims for amounts greater than $25,000 were considered
and approved for payment. The estimated reimbursement for the
three claims exceeded $148,000.00.



Elections were held for the positions of Presiding Officer and
Vice-Presiding Officer. Roger Noble was re-elected to the
position of Presiding Officer, while Roy Morris was re-elected
to the position of Vice-Presiding Officer.



The Petroleum Tank Cleanup Section of the Remediation
Division presented a summary for three work plans that each has
an estimated total cost greater than $100,000. Two of the plans
reviewed were for work to be conducted at sites in Billings, and
one for a site in Miles City. The Department also provided
additional information on a system to be installed at a site on
Front Street in Butte.



The Board set the schedule of its five meeting dates for the 2014
calendar year, as follows:  January 27, April 14, June 16, August
11, and October 20. All meetings are currently scheduled to be
held in Room 111 at the Metcalf Building, 1520 East 6th Avenue,
Helena, MT, and are scheduled to begin at 10:00 a.m. Agenda
and packet information for the Board meetings is available on
the Board’s meetings webpage at http://deq.mt.gov/pet/
BoardMeetings.mcpx. Minutes from the Board’s meetings can
also be found on the meetings webpage.   



A law of  physics that says a body immersed in liquid is buoyed up by a force equal to the weight of  the fluid
displaced by the body.



When underground tanks are installed in regions where the groundwater level is high, calculations have to be
made to determine how much weight will be required to keep a tank from floating out of  the ground. Down-
ward force greater than this must be designed into the system to keep a tank from floating.



Petro Factoid. . . Archimedes Principle
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A n electronic mailing list, or email list, is a type of email
that allows for widespread distribution of information
to many users. It is similar to a traditional mailing list



that might be kept by an organization for sending publications to
its members or customers.



DEQ’s mailing list services are open to anyone who wants to
join them. Joining a list service is called “subscribing” and
leaving a list is called “unsubscribing.”  DEQ’s list servers allow
people to subscribe or unsubscribe through a web-based inter-
face.



You might know this if you are already receiving this newsletter
through the MUST News list service. If you are not, and are
interested in signing up, just enter your name and email address
at the following site: http://svc.mt.gov/deq/ListServe/
MustNewsStep1.asp. If you choose this option and no longer
wish to receive a hard copy, please contact Dalynn Townsend at
406-444-3840 or at dtownsend@mt.gov.



DEQ has many other lists that you can subscribe to, including:



 Environmental Consultants (Petroleum Tank Cleanup
Section);



 Petroleum Tank Release Compensation Board
Interested Parties;



 Discussion mail list for EPA Brownfields information.



For a complete listing of available list service topics, please
visit this page: http://svc.mt.gov/deq/ListServe/
AllListsStep1.asp.



Please be sure to update your email address if it changes; to do
so, you must unsubscribe and then sign up again with your
new contact information. To unsubscribe from a list, enter your
name and email, uncheck any lists you no longer wish to be on
and click “submit query.”   



Fund and Release Status Report
Petroleum Fund Financial Status — Through November 30, 2013, Fiscal Year 2014
(July 1, 2013 – November 30, 2013)



Total Revenue: ............................................................................. $2,660,867.00
Current and Prior Year Claims Expenditures: .............................. $2,260,868.00
Outstanding Work Waiting to be Obligated: ....................................$210,074.56



Petroleum Releases – Through November 30, 2013, Fiscal Year 2014
(July 1, 2013 – November 30, 2013)



New Releases: .................................................................................................  12
Releases Resolved (Closed): ............................................................................ 53



Summary of Total Petroleum Release Activity
Total Confirmed Releases: ........................................................................... 4,590
Total Active Releases: .................................................................................  1,298
Total Releases Resolved (Closed): ............................................................... 3,311



*Please note that this number includes 53 sites with the status “Transferred to Another Program or Agency” and are
not necessarily resolved. The other agency or program could be the EPA or another state-lead program (e.g. the DEQ
State Superfund Program).



*



DEQ List Services
Janet Sanderson, DEQ
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Winter  2014



UST Licensee Refresher Training
Thursday  •  February 27, 2014



Red Lion Colonial Hotel  •  2301 Colonial Dr  •  Helena, MT 59601
Online registration link is available at:



http://www.deq.mt.gov/ust, or
Contact: Dalynn Townsend  •  (406) 444-3840  •  dtownsend@mt.gov



PTRCB Business Meeting Dates for 2014
All meetings start at 10:00 a.m.



Montana Department of Environmental Quality
Metcalf  Building  •  Room 111  •  1520 E Sixth Avenue  •  Helena, MT 59601



January 27, 2014  •  April 14, 2014  •  June 16, 2014  •  August 11, 2014  •  October 20, 2014



UST Compliance Inspector Initial Training
May 14-15, 2014



Montana Department of Environmental Quality
Metcalf  Building  •  Room 45  •  1520 E Sixth Avenue  •  Helena, MT 59601



More information and the course registration form can be found at:
http://www.deq.mt.gov/UST/ustTraining.mcpx, or



Contact: Dalynn Townsend  •  (406) 444-3840  •  dtownsend@mt.gov



D EQ is offering initial training that will qualify individu-
als to become department-licensed underground storage
tank compliance inspectors. Training will be conducted



by Ben Thomas and department staff personnel on May 14-15,
2014. Ben has been working with tank operators, regulators,
inspectors and service providers since 1986. He was first a
regulator and now is an independent consultant and senior
trainer with UST Training. Training will be held at the DEQ



MUST News is a quarterly newsletter produced by the Montana Department of Environmental Quality to inform and update petroleum storage
tank owners and operators, environmental consultants, and others interested in developments about underground storage tank operation, rules,
release prevention, remediation, and reimbursement. The information in this newsletter is provided to assist readers in understanding the issues
discussed, but does not alter any applicable legal requirements or replace any applicable laws, regulations, policies, or procedures.



UST Compliance Inspector Initial Training Class
Metcalf building in Helena, located at 1520 E. 6th Ave. Follow-
ing classroom training, attendees will have the opportunity to
take the compliance inspector written test and must also pass a
field practical examination to become licensed as an under-
ground storage tank compliance inspector.



For more information, contact Dalynn Townsend at
406-444-3840 or dtownsend@mt.gov.  



Spring Consultants Seminar
March 27, 2014  •  8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m



DEQ Petroleum Tank Cleanup Section & Petroleum Tank Release Compensation Board
Sanders Auditorium  •  Sanders Building (DPHHS)  •  111 Sanders  •  Helena MT  59601



Contact Rebecca Ridenour  •  (406) 841-5059  •  rridenour@mt.gov
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Underground Storage Tank Act Enforcement Cases Resolved
During the 4th Quarter of 2013



The DEQ Enforcement Division closed the following
enforcement cases during the 4th quarter of 2013:



Paper Dollar Bar, Inc., resolved violations at Mars Gas and
Grocery in Sweet Grass. The violations were for the failure to
have trained Class A, B, and C operators, and failure to have the
vent standpipes extended to the required height. Paper Dollar
returned to compliance by paying a penalty, training Class A, B,
and C operators, and extending the vent standpipes.



Cabin Creek Landing, LLC, in Marion, resolved the violations of
failure to conduct release detection monitoring, failure to obtain



a compliance inspection 90 days prior to the operating permit
expiration date, and failure to retrain its operator after a signifi-
cant violation in the area of leak detection. Cabin Creek
Landing returned to compliance by paying a penalty, maintain-
ing and submitting monthly tank and line leak detection
monitoring records, and obtaining a re-inspection of the
facility’s UST system within the required timeframe.



For more information, contact the Enforcement Division’s
Shasta Steinweden at (406) 444-3109.  



Jeni Garcin, Editor    •    JoAnn Finn, Production Design    •    Janet Sanderson, Administrative Coordinator
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Dear PEI Member:


The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced Monday
finalized targets for biofuel use for 2014-2016, raising the
controversial Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) for total renewable
fuel to 18.11 billion gallons in 2016, an increase over what was
originally proposed in May but far short of the 22.25 billion
gallons envisioned by the 2007 statute. The final figure includes
14.5 billion gallons of undifferentiated biofuels (corn ethanol)
and 3.61 billion gallons of advanced biofuel.  In addition, the rule
sets the 2016 biodiesel volume at 1.9 billion gallons and the
2016 cellulosic ethanol level at 230 million gallons. EPA said it
formulated this policy based on more than 670,000 comments
from the public.


The Agency has been walking a tightrope between the demands
of the ethanol producers, who have generally supported the
requirements of the 2007 statute passed by Congress, and the
petroleum and refining industries, which maintain that practical
obstacles prevent them from blending ever-increasing volumes
of biofuels with petroleum fuels. For instance, refiners have
argued that blending biofuels in concentrations greater than 10
percent is unsafe because it can damage car engines and the
infrastructure that transports, stores and dispenses the blended
fuel.


This final rule is important to PEI members and their customers
because if the refiners are “encouraged” to significantly increase
the amount of ethanol blended into gasoline, equipment listed to
store, meter and dispense E15 will be required. According to an
analysis by the Petroleum Marketers Association of America
(PMAA), however, the blending volumes announced Monday by
EPA “are not expected to require the introduction of E15.”      


The finalized rule is likely to trigger a wave of lawsuits from oil
companies, ethanol producers and environmentalists that have
lobbied on both sides of the controversial policy. Industry
analysts expect that any court challenge will prolong and
aggravate the uncertainty concerning the country’s biofuel
program.


EPA Sets Biofuel Blending
Targets


PEI Young Executives Winter
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EPA OUST Releases Two New
Documents


Oklahoma Proposes UST Rule
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REGISTRATION OPEN FOR YOUNG EXECUTIVES WINTER CONFERENCE
Registration is open for the 2016 PEI Young Executives Winter Conference, February 3-5,
2016, at the Isla Grand Beach Resort in South Padre Island, Texas. The conference opens
with a kick-off dinner February 3 and continues with activities and sessions through
midday on February 5.


Speakers for the event will be Karen McCullough and Larry Gulko. McCullough is a
business speaker who helps organizations and leaders cut through the generational
stereotypes by leveraging team strength. Gulko is well known for developing ideas and
strategies that build sustainable, leading brands and drive business growth. McCullough
will speak on “Change is Good—You Go First” and Gulko will focus on “Strategies to Focus
and Build Your Brand.”


The Winter Conference early registration fee is $495 for members of the PEI Young
Executives and $595 for nonmembers (nonmember fee includes a lifetime Young
Executives membership). Spouses or guests also are invited to attend for $125, which
includes planned meals and receptions. These registration fees are valid until December
18, 2015, when the fees increase. To register for the event or to view a detailed schedule
for the conference, click here. Questions regarding Young Executives Winter Conference
registration should be directed to Sondra Sutton at (918) 236-3967 or
ssutton@pei.org.      


Lodging for the Young Executives Winter Conference is $105 per night for hotel rooms
and $215 for condos. Reservations can be made by calling (800) 292-7704 and
referencing the PEI Young Executives Winter Conference, or online at
www.islagrand.com by using the booking code 1602PEISPI. These discounted room
rates are available until January 15, 2016.


Membership in PEI’s Young Executive Program is open to full-time employees of any PEI
member company who are between the ages of 21 and 45. The cost of a lifetime
membership is $100.


EPA RELEASES TWO NEW 2015 UST DOCUMENTS
EPA’s Office of Underground Storage Tanks (OUST) has released electronic versions of
two new documents associated with the Agency’s recently revised underground storage
tank (UST) regulations.


MUSTs for USTs provides the reader with a broad understanding of the recent changes
made to the UST regulation, as well as some useful tips to ensure compliance with these
requirements. Be aware that this publication, available in draft version since July, has
changed since its initial release.


UST System Compatibility With Biofuels provides a detailed overview explaining the
2015 compatibility requirements contained in the federal regulation.


Three additional documents are in the process of being prepared by OUST to help the
regulated community better understand the new UST rule: O&M, Straight Talk on Tanks
and Field Constructed Tanks/Airport Hydrant Systems. We will let you know when those
documents become available.


OKLAHOMA PROPOSES CHANGES TO UST RULE
The Oklahoma Corporation Commission (OCC) has revised its proposed rules
governing underground storage tanks (USTs). The revisions cover such things as
walkthrough inspection records, airport hydrant fuel distribution systems, fuel used for
ballasting, emergency generator tanks, equipment compatibility, overfill prevention and
spill prevention equipment testing, internal tank lining, ball floats, repairs and interstitial
space monitoring. For further information, contact Susan Adlamini
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(s.adlamini@occemail.com)    


BRIEFLY NOTED
Total vehicle miles traveled for the year to date in the United States is now 3.5
percent higher than last year, putting 2015 on track for the biggest year for growth over
at least the last 10 years, according to Tudor Pickering Holt & Co. Travel on all roads and
streets increased by 4.3 percent or 10.8 billion miles for September 2015 as compared
with September 2014, according to the U.S. Federal Highway Administration.
Convenience & Carwash Canada has appointed Eva Chambers as managing editor of
the magazine. She can be reached at echambers@convenienceandcarwash.com  or
(860) 965-0649.


CALVIN BISHOP RECEIVES ALLSTATE INSURANCE AWARD
Calvin Bishop, former president and owner of the company now known as D&H United
Fueling Solutions, Inc., has received the 2015 Ray Lynch Community Service award from
Allstate Insurance. The award is Allstate’s top national honor recognizing an agency
owner for the way he or she gives back and makes a difference in the community. He
and his wife Cathy have fostered 12 infants on behalf of Mercy Ministries and Catholic
Charities of Tennessee over the last three years. He also serves as his church’s building
committee chairman and is actively involved in Habitat for Humanity. Following his
retirement from D&H, Bishop moved to Franklin, Tennessee, where he founded Bishop
Insurance LLC. Calvin served as president of PEI in 2007.


PETROLEUM MARKETING
Wawa, based in Wawa, Pennsylvania, is planning to open at least 120 stores in South
Florida between 2017 and 2022, reported the CSP Daily News. 
Colorado-based Native Roots, a company that operates a number of medical
marijuana facilities, officially opened Gas and Grass, the first-ever establishment in the
world that sells gasoline and medical marijuana. The convenience store opened
November 7 in Colorado Springs, Colorado.


DEATHS
Perrin Patrick Rittiner, service manager for Rittiner Equipment Company, Harvey,
Louisiana, died accidentally on Friday, November 27, while on a family vacation in
Florida. He was 33. He is survived by his wife Caroline Clare Landry Rittiner; their
children Reagan Emelia Rittiner and Perrin Patrick Rittiner, Jr.; his parents, Perrin
Raymond and Deborah Wall Rittiner; and siblings, Jamie Rittiner Hufft and Jordan
Matthew Rittiner.


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Colombia distributor. EGAVAL EU, Calle 95 No. 9a-08, Bogota, Colombia, has applied
for distributor division membership. Daniel Londono is the primary contact for the
company, which was established in 1998. The firm represents Aile, Cree, EmcoWheatn,
Franklin, Goodyear, HoseMaster and PemcoFL. Egaval sells its products throughout
Colombia. Sponsored for PEI membership by Ramiro Gomez Velasquez, GVelasquez,
Cartago Valle, Colombia. www.egaval.co 
Pennsylvania product development firm. PetroMar Technologies, Inc., 440 Creamery
Way, Suite 100, Exton, Pennsylvania 19341, has applied for affiliate division
membership. Earle Drack is vice president, business development for the firm, which was
established in 2011. The company provides contract sensor product development.
Sponsored for PEI membership by Kurt Witzgall, VeederR, Simsbury, CT. 
www.petromartech.com 
Malaysia maintenance and service firm. Malive Sdn Bhd, A-11-07  Plaza Taragon
Kelana, Jalan SS6/6, Kelana Jaya, Petaling Jaya, Selangor, 47301, Malaysia, has applied
for service and construction division membership. Remy Shahrin is director for the firm,
which was established in 2013. The company offers preventive and proactive
maintenance, plant shutdown and other engineering and mechanical services. Sponsored
for PEI membership by David Naylor, Durapipe, Cannock, Staffs, United Kingdom.
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 Latest News   BNA Insights    PDF LINK Search Full Publication     


Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


EPA Won't Finalize Renewable Fuel Standard in 2014, Cites Lengthy Delays


Posted November 21, 2014, 3:51 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency announced today that it will not issue a final renewable fuel
standard for 2014 because the rule is nearly a year overdue.


“In light of this delay in issuing the 2014 RFS standards, the compliance demonstration deadline for
the 2013 RFS standards will take place in 2015,” the EPA said in its notice.


The EPA proposed the 2014 renewable fuel standard in November 2013. The agency was required by
statute to finalize the rule by Nov. 30, 2013.


The EPA had proposed reducing the overall renewable fuel standard blending mandate below the
statutory requirements for the first time in 2014. The agency had proposed that petroleum refiners and
importers blend 15.21 billion gallons of renewable fuels into their products. That is less than the 18.15
billion gallons required by the Energy Independence and Security Act (Pub. L. No. 110-140) because the
agency did not believe the fuel sector could absorb any additional ethanol.


In a separate action today, the American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers said it plans to sue the
EPA over delays in issuing the final 2014 rule.


EPA Concerned About Effort to Withdraw States' Discharge Authority


Posted November 21, 2014, 3:38 P.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


The Environmental Protection Agency is concerned about the growing number of petitions seeking to
withdraw the authority of various states to run their own Clean Water Act permit programs, an agency
official said yesterday.


Deborah Nagle, water permits division director in the EPA Office of Water, aired the agency's concerns
at a roundtable to discuss “hot topics” facing federal and state regulations at the National Clean Water Law
Seminar in St. Petersburg, Fla.


She said the EPA has about 19 petitions seeking to withdraw the delegated authority of states to
operate their National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit programs under Section 402 of the
Clean Water Act.
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“We take these petitions and the allegations in these petitions seriously,” Nagle told Bloomberg BNA
after the roundtable discussion. She said the EPA reviews every petition to see if the allegations are fact-
based.


Forty-six states are delegated to run their programs, according to the EPA. To be delegated that
authority, states must ensure their programs meet minimum federal requirements, such as requiring
permits for regulated discharges and ensuring appropriate enforcement. When they fail to do so, groups
can petition the EPA to suspend that authority and take over management of the program. This is often
done to push states to strengthen their programs.


EPA Downplays Storage Tank Fund Transfer for Short-Term Highway Bill


Posted November 21, 2014, 3:43 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Transferring $1 billion from the Leaking Underground Storage Tank fund won't “necessarily impact” the
ability of the Environmental Protection Agency to clean up contamination from leaking underground
storage tanks around the country, the agency said after Congress approved the transfer earlier this
year.


Cleanup operations are funded by $100 million through the appropriations process, and the 0.1 cent
tax on each gallon of motor fuel sold nationally brings in approximately $150 million annually, Mark
Barolo, deputy director of the Office of Underground Storage Tanks, wrote in a Sept. 18 e-mail obtained
through the Freedom of Information Act.


Congressional leaders included a $1 billion transfer from the LUST fund to the Highway Trust Fund as
part of the way to fund the short-term highway transportation bill that President Barack Obama signed
into law Aug. 8 (Pub. L. No. 113-159).


Following that transfer, the LUST fund had approximately $400 million remaining.


Petroleum marketing industry groups opposed the transfer, which they warned could jeopardize
ongoing storage tank contamination cleanup efforts and decimate the program. Despite those concerns,
the EPA said money would continue to flow into the fund.


EPA Issues Rule Revising Compliance Deadlines for Transport Rule


Posted November 21, 2014, 12:25 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


The Environmental Protection Agency is revising compliance deadlines included in the agency's cross-
state air pollution rule, an action the EPA said is necessary for compliance with the regulation to begin in
“an orderly manner” on Jan. 1.


EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy today signed an interim final rule that will revise regulatory text to
indicate that the Phase 1 emissions budgets in the cross-state rule will apply in 2015 and 2016 and that
the more stringent Phase 2 emissions budgets and assurance provisions apply in 2017 and beyond. The
agency said the rule is consistent with an October decision by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit that lifted a stay of the cross-state rule.


The cross-state rule requires 28 states in the East, Midwest and South to reduce power plant
emissions of nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxide that cross state lines. The regulation originally was
scheduled to take effect on Jan. 1, 2012, but the D.C. Circuit issued a stay while the rule was litigated.


As written, the rule called for emissions budgets to be implemented in two phases, with the initial
budgets in place during 2012 and 2013 and the more stringent Phase 2 budgets applicable in 2014. Those
deadlines all passed during litigation, which saw the cross-state rule be vacated by the D.C. Circuit before
the U.S. Supreme Court ultimately upheld the EPA's approach to regulating interstate transport.


EU Prosecutors Say Bloc Nations Failing to Tackle Environmental Crime


Posted November 21, 2014, 3:59 P.M. ET


By Stephen Gardner


European Union member states are failing to prosecute environmental crime effectively, leaving the
way open for organized crime groups to reap substantial profits from activities such as the export of illegal
waste and trade in endangered species, EU prosecutors said in a report published today.
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Environmental crime is under-prosecuted because of insufficient resources for investigators, lack of
coordination between EU countries, loopholes in different national laws and low penalties, according to the
report by Eurojust, the college of EU prosecutors.


Leif Görts, a prosecutor from Sweden and leader of Eurojust's project team on environmental crime,
said that despite provisions in EU legislation requiring sanctions for environmental crime to be “effective,
proportionate and dissuasive,” penalties that apply in EU member states “are generally speaking low.”


Eurojust, headquartered in The Hague, the Netherlands, is an EU institution that coordinates the work
of member state prosecutors in cases of cross-border crime.


Michèle Coninsx, president of Eurojust, said that because of the low risk of detection and potential for
high profits, “environmental crime goes hand-in-hand with organized crime—mafia-type crime.”


Görts said that some EU countries were becoming hubs for certain types of environmental crime. He
said that the Czech Republic is becoming known for trade in endangered species, such as the import of
rhino horn.


Negotiations on California Drought Relief May Stretch Into 2015


Posted November 21, 2014, 11:36 A.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


Negotiations within the California congressional delegation on a water management bill for drought
relief in the state have made progress but will not be completed before the end of the year, Sen. Dianne
Feinstein (D-Calif.) said in a statement yesterday.


She implied that the work would continue in the hope of achieving legislation in the new year and a
new Congress. The negotiation process “is ongoing and we have no agreed-upon bill at this time,” she
said.


House Republicans were not ready to throw in the towel. Reps. Devin Nunes (R-Calif.) and David
Valadao (R-Calif.) both released statements saying the would continue to work on the legislation with the
hope of accomplishing something before the end of the year.


The discussions are important, as Feinstein said, for businesses, farmers, households, fish and the
California Delta, which has been at the center of a complex tug-of-war over federal and state water
supplies. The agricultural sector especially has been hurt by the ongoing drought.


BLM Rejects California Desert Solar Project


Posted November 21, 2014, 2:49 P.M. ET


By Carolyn Whetzel


The U.S. Bureau of Land Management today rejected Aurora Solar LLC's application to build a 200-
megawatt photovoltaic facility in the Mojave Desert, finding the proposed project could affect important
resources.


The decision marks the first time BLM has denied an application for a renewable energy project
through a process established when it created solar energy zones across western states.


In its determination, the BLM said environmental data it analyzed and other information gathered from
public, state, federal and tribal governments indicated the impacts to the largely undisturbed valley could
not be mitigated.


As a result, the proposed project was considered not to be in the public interest.


Aurora Solar has 30 days to appeal the determination, the BLM told Bloomberg BNA today.


Interior, Colorado Agreement to Cancel 17 Natural Gas Leases on Roan Plateau


Posted November 21, 2014, 3:55 P.M. ET


By Tripp Baltz


The Interior Department and Colorado have entered into a settlement agreement with conservationists
over oil and gas leases on the Roan Plateau.


The agreement, signed Nov. 19 and filed with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit, will
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result in the cancellation of 17 out of 19 natural gas parcels leased to Bill Barrett Corp. by the Bureau of
Land Management.


The company will receive a refund of $47.6 million for the cancelled leases.


The settlement is designed to protect wildlife and opportunities for recreational development while
allowing for energy development, all of which “are important to Colorado's economy,” said Colorado Gov.
John Hickenlooper (D) in announcing the deal today with Interior Secretary Sally Jewell and Sen. Michael
Bennet (D-Colo.).


“The Roan Plateau is an extraordinary place, and this settlement is a model for what can be
accomplished when we all come to the table and work to find solutions,” Jewell said.
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From: Weaver, Jim
To: White, Hal
Subject: RE: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
Date: Thursday, December 03, 2015 2:33:19 PM


Hal,  This is what I could find on the Acree and Wilson article.   Afterwards I’ve listed other publications on plume diving.
 
-Jim
 
 
Using Direct-Push Tools to Map Hydrostratigraphy and Predict MTBE Plume Diving
Groundwater Monitoring & Remediation
 
Volume 25, Issue 3, August 2005, Pages: 93–102, John T. Wilson, Randall R. Ross and Steven Acree
 
Article first published online : 24 AUG 2005, DOI: 10.1111/j.1745-6592.2005.00031.x
 
 
Gorokhovski V. M. and J. W. Weaver, 2007, A Catalog of Ground Water Flow Solutions for Plume Diving Calculations, United States
Environmental Protection Agency, Washington, DC, 20460,            EPA/600/R-07/122.
 
Weaver, J.W., 2004, The OnSite on-line calculators and training for subsurface contaminant transport site assessment, L.U.S.T. Line,
New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission, 47.
 
Weaver, J.W. and J.T. Wilson, 2000, Diving Plumes, L.U.S.T.Line, New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission, 36, 12-


15.
 
Weaver, J.W., J.E. Haas, C.B. Sosik, 1999, Characteristics of Gasoline Releases in the Water Table Aquifer of Long Island,
Proceedings of 1999 Petroleum Hydrocarbons and Organic Chemicals in Ground Water, API/NGWA, Houston, Texas, November 17-19,
pp. 262.
 
Weaver, J.W, J.T. Haas, and J.T. Wilson, 1996, Analysis of the gasoline spill at East Patchogue, New      York, Proceedings of Non-
Aqueous Phase Liquids (NAPLs) in Subsurface Environment:           Assessment and Remediation,  ed. L. Reddi,  American Society of
Civil Engineers, Washington,    D.C., November 12-14, pp. 707-718
 
 


From: White, Hal 
Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2015 12:32 PM
To: Weaver, Jim <Weaver.Jim@epa.gov>
Subject: Fw: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
 
Jim--
do you have a list of the references you've published that deal with Diving MTBE plumes?
Since the web re-org, I can't find anything.
Hal
 


From: Fiedler, Linda
Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2015 9:30 AM
To: White, Hal
Subject: FW: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
 
See below.  Is there a publication related to the material on the NRMRL website?
 
Thanks.
 
Linda Fiedler
USEPA Technology Assessment Branch
fiedler.linda@epa.gov
703-603-7194 (phone)
703-603-9135 (fax)
Mailing Address: USEPA (5203P), 1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, DC 20460
Physical/FedEx Delivery Address: USEPA, 2777 Crystal Drive, One Potomac Yard,
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Room S-4216,Arlington, VA 22202
**Note EPA email accounts will no longer send/receive messages >25MB.**
 


From: Joe Odencrantz [mailto:jodencrantz@tri-s.com] 
Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2015 9:19 AM
To: Fiedler, Linda <Fiedler.Linda@epa.gov>
Subject: Request for Publication Information
 
Dear Ms. Fiedler:
 
Can you kindly send me the exact date of publication of the following article and/or the citation?
 
MTBE Diving Plumes  by Acree and Wilson
U.S. EPA, National Risk Management Research Laboratory, 2004
 
I found to 2-page article here https://clu-
in.org/contaminantfocus/default.focus/sec/methyl_tertiary_butyl_ether_%28mtbe%29/cat/Detection_and_Site_Characterization/ 
and there is only the 2004 date listed at this page. There is no date on the document itself.
 
Thank you kindly and I am using this paper as part of an expert report in a confidential arbitration in England.
 
Joe Odencrantz
 
Joe Odencrantz, Ph.D., P.E.
Principal
Tri-S Environmental
Newport Beach, California
p:  949-644-8602  Direct
m: 949-698-8851 try Direct first please
jodencrantz@tri-s.com
www.tri-s.com
http://www.google.com/profiles/joeodencrantz
http://www.linkedin.com/in/josephodencrantz


 
 
"One World, One Environment"
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
 THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS E-MAIL MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE  PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL USE OF THE DESIGNATED RECIPIENT(S) NAMED ABOVE. IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE
IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR ANY AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING IT TO  THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS MESSAGE IN ERROR AND THAT
ANY REVIEW,  DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR COPYING OF THIS MESSAGE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY ME IMMEDIATELY BY
REPLYING TO THE MESSAGE AND DELETE THE ENTIRE MESSAGE FROM YOUR E-MAIL SYSTEM WITHOUT PRINTING ANY COPIES OR FORWARDING TO ANYONE.  THANK YOU.
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From: PEI TulsaLetter
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: TulsaLetter for July 9, 2014
Date: Wednesday, July 09, 2014 10:26:54 AM


Tulsaletter- click here to read this in your web browser...


 
July 9, 2014 | Vol. 64, No. 13


respond | preferences | login | unsubscribe


Dear PEI Member:


The Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) establishes minimum
volumes of various types of renewable fuels that must be
included in the United States’ supply of fuel for transportation.
Those volumes—as defined by the Energy Independence and
Security Act of 2007 (EISA)—are intended to grow each year
through 2022.


In recent years, the requirements of the RFS have been met
largely by blending gasoline with ethanol made from cornstarch.
In the future, EISA requires the use of increasingly large
amounts of “advanced biofuels,” which include diesel made from
biomass, ethanol made from sugarcane, and cellulosic biofuels
made by converting the cellulose in plant materials into fuel.


The original volume mandated by EISA for 2014 is 18.15 billion
gallons. However, after recognizing severe challenges in meeting
the EISA target, primarily due to the lack of cellulosic biofuels
and the blend wall, EPA is proposing to lower the EISA 2014
mandate by 3 billion gallons to 15.21 billion gallons.


Members of Congress have raised concerns about the RFS,
particularly the feasibility of complying with the standard,
whether it increases the prices for food and transportation fuels,
and whether it will lead to the intended reductions of greenhouse
gas emissions. Because of those concerns, some members of
Congress have proposed repealing or revising the RFS.


At the request of the Chairman of the House Committee on
Energy and Commerce, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO)
has analyzed these issues in a 35-page report entitled The
Renewable Fuel Standard: Issues for 2014 and Beyond.
The report evaluates how much the supply of various types of
renewable fuels would have to increase over the next several
years to comply with the RFS. CBO also examines how food
prices, fuel prices and emissions would vary in an illustrative
year, 2017, under three scenarios for the RFS. Under the first
scenario, referred to as the EISA volumes scenario, fuel suppliers
would have to meet the total requirement for renewable fuels,
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the requirement for advanced biofuels, and the cap on corn
ethanol as stated in EISA. Meeting the cellulosic requirement
would not be required because the capacity to produce enough
cellulosic fuels is unlikely to be in place by 2017. The second
scenario, called the 2014 volumes scenario, would keep the RFS
requirements for the next several years at the same amounts
proposed for 2014. The third scenario, referred to as the repeal
scenario, assumes lawmakers abolish the RFS immediately.


The CBO report says that the EISA volumes scenario would cause gasoline prices to climb
by up to 26 cents per gallon, or 9 percent, in 2017. The report favors the 2014 volumes
scenario since increasing the total percentage of ethanol in the nation’s gasoline supply—
the EISA volumes scenario—would require “significant changes to the infrastructure of
fueling stations.”   


The CBO report was generally lauded by the petroleum industry but slammed by the
biofuels industry. Biofuel advocates were particularly galled because the report did not
weigh how the biofuel program has benefited consumers by reducing demand for diesel
and gasoline and decreasing the need for foreign oil.


Although PEI does not have a dog in the fight between the oil and biofuels industries, we
are interested in learning about any government program or legislative action that affects
retail service stations. And, judging from the questions we receive from members who
are thinking about the future of the retail fuel market, so are many of you. We,
therefore, recommend the non-partisan CBO report to you but suggest you be open to
the views of others whose interests were not particularly well served by the report.   


MEMBER NOTES
Triangle MicroSystems, Raleigh, North Carolina, has announced the appointment of
Tommy Goodson as president of the company. Goodson began his career in the industry
as a bench technician and last served Triangle MicroSystems as the company’s marketing
and sales director. 
Cim-Tek, Bement, Illinois, has expanded the territory of Keith Stewart and
Associates to include Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Long Island,
New York. This is in addition to Stewart’s current territory of Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont, Massachusetts, New York (excluding Long Island), Rhode Island and
Connecticut. Cim-Tek also added Asia to the territory of Hockman-Lewis Limited which
includes Africa, Australia, Latin America, Mexico, South America and the Middle East.
Guardian Fueling Technologies, Inc., Jacksonville, Florida, has successfully acquired
JMP Solutions, Inc., Tampa, Florida. 


ELECTION OF PEI DIRECTORS CONTINUES
On June 30 an email ballot was sent to all individuals identified as the Official
Representative for PEI member companies in two of the association’s even-numbered
districts (6 and 12) and the affiliate division. The balloting is open until 5 p.m. July 21. If
you are the Official Representative for your company and did not receive a ballot via
email on June 30, contact Teresa Jonkman at tjonkman@pei.org. This is the first time
the voting process has been handled online, and the PEI Election Commission is pleased
with the response to date.


LIFT STANDARD APPROVED BY ANSI
Standard for Automotive Lifts – Safety Requirements for Operation, Inspection
and Maintenance ANSI/ALI ALOIM:2008 (R2013) has been approved by ANSI as a
reaffirmed American National Standard. It became effective June 4, 2014. This reaffirmed
standard replaces the now obsolete ANSI/ALI ALOIM:2008, but contains no changes
beyond the reaffirmation date (R2013). Copies are available from the Automotive Lift
Institute, Inc. for $15 at www.autolift.org.



mailto:tjonkman@pei.org?subject=Ballot

http://www.autolift.org/





OBAMA’S NLRB RECESS APPOINTMENTS DEEMED UNCONSTITUTIONAL
In a ruling issued June 26, a unanimous U.S. Supreme Court decided that President
Obama’s January 4, 2012, recess appointments of three National Labor Relations Board
(NLRB) members violated the Constitution. Although the ruling invalidates 436 decisions
issued during the 18 months when President Obama’s improperly appointed employees
worked there, many of the cases will be returned to—and reviewed by—the current
NLRB, which now has a full contingent of five members duly confirmed by the Senate.
Because the current board has a 3-2 Democratic majority, it is likely to affirm all or
nearly all of the rulings, legal experts opined. PEI supported the National Association of
Wholesaler-Distributors (NAW) in this court challenge. NAW participated through the
Coalition for a Democratic Workplace, which NAW helps manage. ( NLRB v. Noel
Canning)


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Cooler manufacturer. Custom Cooler Inc., 420 East Arrow Highway, San Dimas,
California 91773, has applied for affiliate division membership. Bud Moore is the official
representative to PEI for the firm, which was established in 2006. The company
engineers, manufactures and installs walk-in coolers and freezers. Sponsored for PEI
membership by Robert E. Dendy, PetroEnrgy, Houston, TX. www.customcooler.com. 
Kentucky environmental consulting firm. Shield Environmental Associates Inc., 948
Floyd Drive, Lexington, Kentucky 40505, has applied for affiliate division membership.
Mark Sweet is president of the firm, which was established in 1994. The company
consults, provides site investigation and offers remedial corrective action. Sponsored for
PEI membership by Tony Honey, ModernWeld, Owensboro, KY. www.shieldenv.com 
California construction firm. GEMS Environmental Management Services, Inc., 1120
Willow Pass Court, Concord, California 94520, has applied for service and construction
division membership. Richard Camacho is president of the firm, which was established in
1999. The company provides construction, environmental and waste management
services. Sponsored for PEI membership by B. A. Scowley, ShldsHarpr, Martinez, CA.
www.gemsenvironmental.com 
Tennessee installation company. D & J Services, Inc., 4133 Link Road, Knoxville,
Tennessee 37918, has applied for service and construction division membership. James
R. Faulkner is president of the firm, which was established in 2003. D & J installs tanks,
dispensers, and bulk oil tanks and equipment. Sponsored for PEI membership by W.
Douglas Bruce, RBMCo, Knoxville, TN.


ADMITTED TO PEI


Hydra-Air Pacific Inc., Honolulu, HI (dis)
J-W Power Company, Addison, TX (mfr)
Berkley Specialty Underwriting Managers, Jersey City, NJ (aff)
Linq3, New York, NY (aff)
Cathodic Solutions, Twisp, WA (S&C)
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Dear PEI Member:


If you are responsible for your firm’s purchasing or inventory,
consider attending PEI’s 2014 Purchasing & Inventory Manager’s
Conference, June 12-14, 2014, at the Westin Indianapolis, in
Indianapolis, Indiana.


The two-day conference will offer a combination of general
session and roundtable discussion topics specifically geared to
the needs of both the purchasing manager and inventory
manager. Jason Bader, managing partner of The Distribution
Team, will present three general sessions: Turning the Buying
Team into Investors; Finding the Balance: Inventory Turns and
Customer Service; and Investing Our Money (Inventory) in
Profitable Customers. Bader brings more than 20 years of
experience working in the distribution field. He has overseen
various operational teams, managed small and large facilities,
and served in an executive management capacity for the last 10
years.


Attendees also will have an opportunity to discuss issues with
other managers from across the nation in a roundtable format.
Roundtable topics include:


Best Software Packages
Branches and Inventory Management
Eliminating Obsolete and Excess Inventory Stock
Inventory Control with Bar Codes
Inventory Control with Rolling Stock
Nuts and Bolts of Core and Warranty Management
Vendor/Supplier Relationships


Registration for PEI members is $295 ($545 for non-members).
Beginning March 29, the fee goes up to $395 for members ($695
for non-members). The fee includes all conference materials,
three general sessions, four roundtable discussions, three meals
and two receptions. Registration can be completed online at
www.pei.org/pi2014. A list of people who pre-register for the
conference will be posted on the website in the future.
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PEI has secured a block of rooms at a rate of $159 single/double
at The Westin Indianapolis. Hotel reservations must be made
prior to May 14 to get this special rate. Call 888-627-8414 and
ask for the PEI Purchasing & Inventory Managers Conference
room block or book online here.


PEI thanks the following members sponsoring the conference:
ESCO Services, Freedom Electronics Inc., Husky Corporation,
Morrison Bros. Co., Performance Ink, Petro Clear by Fram
Filtration, PMP Corporation and RDM Industrial Electronics. If
your company is interested in becoming a sponsor, contact Bob
Young at byoung@pei.org.


PEI members responsible for planning the conference are Nichol L. Benavides, Petroleum
Solutions, Inc., McAllen, Texas; Kenneth T. Hagman, E. O. Habhegger Company, Inc.,
Yeadon, Pennsylvania; and Jeremy R. Freeman, Petroleum Solutions, Inc., McAllen,
Texas.


PEI RELOCATION INFORMATION
The PEI staff has relocated to 6931 S. 66th East Avenue #310, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133,
following the destruction of our headquarters office in the February 11th fire. Our regular
mailing address (P. O. Box 2380, Tulsa, OK 74101-2380) remains in effect. PEI’s main
telephone number (918-494-9696) and staff direct-dial phone lines and email
addresses also are fully functioning.  


CARB SCHEDULES WORKSHOPS ON 2014 VAPOR RECOVERY RULEMAKING
The California Air Resources Board (CARB) will hold two public workshops to discuss
conceptual changes to the state’s vapor recovery regulations. CARB staff will provide a
status report on the ongoing field study to determine the prevalence and impact of In-
Station Diagnostic (ISD) systems over pressure alarms. Staff also will discuss concepts
under consideration for second generation ISD requirements and proposed liquid release
standards for nozzles that do not have vapor return paths. The workshops will be held in
Sacramento (March 7) and Diamond Bar (March 14). The workshop notices, directions,
teleconference instructions and agenda are available here.


NACS PUBLISHES FUTURE OF FUELS REPORT
Gasoline will remain the dominant fuel powering light duty vehicles through 2040, but
consumption will drop 24 percent and market share will decrease 14 percent as fuel
efficiency improves and other fuels—most notably diesel fuel—increase their penetration
into the market, according to the 2014 “Future of Fuels” report released by NACS.  The
report analyzes projections made by the U. S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) in
its Annual Energy Outlook 2014. Other findings of interest to PEI members include:


Liquid fuels—gasoline, diesel and E85—will continue to have greater than 99
percent market share in 2040.
Increased energy efficiency of vehicles on the road will lead to an overall 8.0
percent decline in liquid fuel consumption by 2040.
Gasoline’s share of the liquid fuels market is forecast to drop from 71.6 percent to
59.1 percent by 2040. Diesel fuel will expand from 28.4 percent to 38.8 percent
over the same time period, while E85 will increase from 0.1 percent to 2.0 percent.
Non-liquid fuel alternatives—natural gas, propane, electricity and hydrogen—will
increase their total contribution to the light duty vehicle energy consumption by
125 percent, but still only contribute 0.7 percent of the energy consumed by 2040.


The entire Future of Fuels report is available here.


PEI FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PERIOD CLOSES MARCH 31
The application period for the 2014-2015 PEI Foundation Charles D. Kemp Scholarships
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will close March 31, 2014. Scholarship recipients are selected on academic achievement,
leadership, character, financial need and the applicant’s intent to contribute to the future
of the fuel and energy handling industry. Eligible applicants must be a dependent of a
full-time employee of a PEI member company and have a pre-declared major of
business, engineering, distribution studies or similar degree program. The scholarship
awards are $1,000 each. All eligible applicants are invited to review the scholarship
guidelines and complete an application. 


PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Emco Wheaton Retail Corporation, Wilson, North Carolina, has appointed John
Vautier as vice president of sales. He has 25 years of experience in the petroleum
equipment industry during which he has held several sales management positions.
Greg Bareta has beennamed storage tank regulation chief for the State of Wisconsin. He
replaces Sheldon Schall, who retired several months ago.
Tanknology Inc., headquartered in Austin, Texas, has promoted five people into key
operations and account management positions in several regions of the country. Three
operations managers were appointed:  Dan Batten (Ohio Valley region), Lauren Arons
(Gulf Coast region), and Maurice Pezone (Southeast region). Jared Beavers is now
corrosion protection operations manager working in Tanknology’s Field Services Group
based in Austin. Denise Yohe has been named senior account manager and works out of
the Ohio Valley region office.


RETIREMENTS
C.D. “Chuck” Holcomb retired from the industry last month. Chuck spent 15 years with
Husky Corporation as national sales manager and vice president of sales. He worked the
last 12 years of his career with Jack Pittman and Associates in the State of Florida.
Contact Chuck between rounds of golf at chuckholcomb433@yahoo.com or 407-491-
8734.


DEATHS
Glen R. Marshall, 71, of Kingwood, Texas, died January 15. A professional engineer at
Shell Oil Company for more than 30 years, Glen spoke several times at PEI conventions
and always let you know where he stood when it came to specifying petroleum marketing
equipment. He is survived by his wife of 48 years, Paula; two children, Brett Marshall and
Wendy Herman; and three grandchildren.


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
New York distributor. Oil Trades Supply Corporation, 240-19 Braddock Avenue,
Bellerose, New York 11426, has applied for distributor division membership. Pat Desocio
is owner of the firm, which was established in 1950. The company represents Catlow,
Cim-Tek, Davis, EmcoWhtFTD, Morrison, PMPCorp and Tuthill. The company sells new,
used and rebuilt equipment to the petrochemical handling industry. Sponsored for PEI
membership by J.T. Celani, Davis, Conyers, GA.
Lubrication equipment manufacturer. Macnaught USA, 619 South Ware Boulevard,
Tampa, Florida 33619, has applied for manufacturer division membership. Scott Peters is
vice president and general manager for the firm, which was established in 2001. The
company manufactures lube dispensing and flow metering equipment, which is sold
through distributors. Sponsored for PEI membership by Bill Parker, Lincoln, St. Louis,
MO. www.macnaught.com.au 
Stainless steel tube manufacturer. HandyTube, 124 Vepco Boulevard, Camden,
Delaware 19934, has applied for manufacturer division membership. Julie Wyatt is
marketing manager for the firm, which was established in 1981. The company
manufactures stainless steel tubing for the flow of gas, steam and liquid. The tubing is
sold through distributors. Sponsored for PEI membership by Annalloyd Thomason, NGVI,
Las Vegas, NV. www.handytube.com 
Minnesota certification and training provider. Riverland Community College, 1900
8th Avenue NW, Austin, Minnesota 55912, has applied for affiliate division membership.
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John Drees is responsible for training and development for the college, which was
established in 1951. The college provides UST training for certification and renewal for
Minnesota UST providers. Sponsored for PEI membership by Jerry L. Asmussen,
Rochester, Stewartville, MN. www.riverland.edu/training
Equipment repair call center. Professional Dispatch Services, 4918 Golden Pond Drive,
Kingwood, Texas 77345, has applied for affiliate division membership. Bruce Lyngaas is
owner of the firm, which was established in 2000. The company is a call center for retail
petroleum equipment repair companies, handling their after-hour and holiday calls.
Sponsored for PEI membership by Chris Monroe, Monroe, Arlington, TX. www.4pds.com


China tank truck equipment manufacturer. Yongjia Sanjiang Petroleum Machinery
Factory, Sanjiang Industrial Zone, Wenzhou, Zhejiang, China 325102, has applied for
affiliate division membership. Lisa Lin is in international sales for the company, which
was established in 1989. The company manufactures manhole covers, API adaptors,
emergency valves and vapor valves. Sponsored for PEI membership by Wenli Chi,
ZMaideMach, Wenzhou, Zhejiang, China. www.yoje-ftg.com/en     
Massachusetts tank inspection firm. UST Inspection Services, Inc., 38 Reservoir
Road, Cohasset, Massachusetts 02025, has applied for service and construction division
membership. Aaron Gilbert is president of the firm, which was established in 2009. The
company provides third-party UST inspections and geothermal consulting. Sponsored for
PEI membership by Brad Hoffman, Tanknology, Austin, TX. www.ustinspection.com 
Virginia installation and service company. Davis Petroleum Services, Inc., 977
Seminole Trace, #332, Charlottesville, Virginia 22901, has applied for service and
construction division membership. Brandon Davis is president of the firm, which was
established in 2011. The company installs and services fueling equipment. Sponsored for
PEI membership by Tim Banks, MidAtlChes, Chesapeake, VA. www.davispetro.com


ADMITTED TO PEI


Insepet Ltda., Bogota, D.C., Colombia (dis)
PT Usaha Jayamas Bhakti, Jakarta Utara, Indonesia (dis)
EAPetrol – Repuestos para Gasolineras, Daule, Guayas, Ecuador (aff)
Sioux Steel Company, Sioux Falls, SD (mfr)
Action Installation & Services Pty. Ltd., Chipping Norton, NSW, Australia (S&C)
Qual Chem, Akron, OH (aff)
Total Meter Services Inc., Toronto, Ontario (S&C)
Mantenimiento y Servicio OSLUI S.A., Veraguas, Panama (S&C)
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Reps ask EPA about renewable fuel challenges
Date: Wednesday, April 02, 2014 8:49:15 AM


News Headline: Reps ask EPA about renewable fuel challenges | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Hill - Online, The
News Text: Four members of the House who want the renewable fuel standard (RFS) to be lowered
wrote to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to ask what problems the agency has faced in
writing regulations for RFS.
 
The representatives asked EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy Monday whether the agency considers
the effect that corn-based ethanol mandates have on food supplies, the infrastructure limitations of
producing renewable fuels and the “blend wall” that limits the volume of renewable fuels refiners
can put in their gasoline and diesel before the fuels are unusable.
 
“Despite the best intentions, the RFS's premise and structure were based on many assumptions that
no longer reflect the current market conditions, and the imposition of the statutory volumes will
cause further economic and environmental harm,” Reps. Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.), Jim Costa (D-Calif.),
Steve Womack (R-Ark.) and Peter Welch (D-Vt.) wrote in the letter.
 
They also asked McCarthy why her agency frequently misses the Nov. 30 deadline to finalize
renewable fuel levels for the coming year, a common frustration among fuel refiners.
 
In its proposal last year for the 2014 RFS mandate levels, EPA sought to lower volumes from 2013.
The members who wrote to McCarthy applauded that proposal and encouraged EPA to make it final.
 
But they also want to know why EPA chose to take that path and why it didn't propose lower limits in
previous years, when most of the same challenges were also present.
 
Those representatives have also sponsored a bill to reform the RFS by eliminated corn-based ethanol
requirements, capping the amount of ethanol that can go into gasoline and setting the cellulosic
biofuel mandate at production levels
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Daily Environment Report


 Latest News   BNA Insights   PDF Issue Search Full Publication  
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The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you
by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted
and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have
any questions or no longer wish to receive these messages,
please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-
566-2370.


NEWS


Air Pollution
Eight Nitrogen Air Plans Incomplete, EPA Says
Seven states and the District of Columbia have failed to submit
adequate plans for implementing the 2010 health-based national
ambient air quality standard for nitrogen dioxide, the
Environmental Protection Agency has determined. The...


Air Pollution
EPA Moves to Extend Deadlines for State
Compliance With Cross-State Air Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency is revising compliance
deadlines included in the cross-state air pollution rule, an action
the agency said is necessary for compliance with the regulation to
begin in "an orderly manner" Jan....


Air Pollution
EPA Proposes Limits on Hazardous Pollution
Emissions From Brick, Ceramics Kilns
The Environmental Protection Agency issued a proposed rule that
would establish limits on emissions of hazardous air pollutants
from brick and ceramics kilns, which is the agency's second try at
regulating air toxics emitted from those...


Chemicals
Canada Finalizes Regulations to Ban Mercury
From Most Domestic, Imported Products
Environment Canada has published final regulations prohibiting
the manufacture or import of most products containing mercury
or its compounds, effective Nov. 19, 2015....


Drinking Water
Latta Introduces Measure to Require EPA
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To Develop Plan for Managing Algal Blooms
Rep. Bob Latta (R-Ohio) introduced legislation (H.R. 5753) Nov.
20 to protect drinking water from contamination by harmful algal
blooms....


Endangered Species
Groups Sue for Stronger Sage Grouse Protections
Two environmental advocacy groups provided the Obama
administration with a 60-day notice of their intent to sue the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and the Interior Department because the
service decided to list the Gunnison sage grouse as...


Energy
Alberta Finds No Fault in Oil Sands Bird Deaths
The Alberta Energy Regulator said that companies in the
Athabasca oil sands region, where 196 birds died in tailings ponds
in early November, were in full compliance with waterfowl
protection requirements at the time of the incidents. The...


Energy
Keystone XL Foes Use Narrow Win
In U.S. Senate to Prepare for 2015
Environmental foes of the Keystone XL pipeline are using their
narrow victory in the U.S. Senate last week to raise funds for the
next showdown on the project....


Enforcement
European Union Prosecutors Say Bloc Nations
Fail to Effectively Fight Environmental Crime
European Union member states are failing to effectively prosecute
environmental crime, leaving the way open for organized crime
groups to reap substantial profits from activities such as the
export of illegal waste and trade in endangered...


Environmental Reviews
Proposed Rule Would Allow Real Estate
Acquisition Prior to NEPA Review for Projects
The Federal Highway Administration has issued proposed rules
that would implement early real estate acquisition procedures for
highway projects under the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st
Century Act (MAP-21). ...


Hazmat Transport
Hazmat Shipper Sues PHMSA Over Emergency Order
National Distribution Services Inc. petitioned a federal appeals
court Nov. 20 to overturn a Transportation Department office's
decision to uphold a restriction of the company's involvement in
hazardous materials shipping (Nat'l...


International Climate
Carbon Markets Must Be Key Part
Of Paris Deal, Emissions Trading Group Says
Any final climate agreement reached in Paris in 2015 must
include a key role for carbon markets and carbon pricing policies,
said David Hone, a board director of the International Emissions
Trading Association....
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International Climate
China Will Need to Build 1,000 Nuclear
Plants to Meet Emissions Reduction Target
China, which does nothing in small doses, will need about 1,000
nuclear reactors, 500,000 wind turbines or 50,000 solar farms as
it takes up the fight against climate change....


Natural Gas
Interior, Colorado Reach Agreement
To Cancel 17 Gas Leases on Roan Plateau
Seventeen natural gas leases will be canceled in a settlement
agreement between the Interior Department, Colorado,
conservation groups and energy companies designed to protect
environmentally sensitive areas atop the Roan Plateau
(Colorado...


Pesticides
Scientists Find Link Between Pyrethroid
Insecticides, Male Reproductive Problems
The commonly used class of insecticides known as pyrethroids
could cause reproductive problems in men, according to a new
study conducted by a team of Polish researchers....


Pipeline Safety
PG&E Fined $10.85 Million Related
To Gas Pipeline Explosion in California
California regulators fined Pacific Gas & Electric Co. $10.85 million
and opened an investigation into the utility's safety recordkeeping
practices related to a gas pipeline explosion in Carmel-by-the-
Sea, Calif....


Pipeline Safety
Safety Management Systems Rulemaking
Not Off the Table, PHMSA Official Says
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration may
eventually commence a safety management systems rulemaking
for pipeline operators, a senior official said....


Radioactive Waste
Murray Asks If NRC Has Enough Funding
To Complete Yucca Mountain Consideration
Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) asked the chair of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission if the agency has sufficient funding to
complete its safety evaluation report on the proposed repository
for permanent disposal of high-level radioactive...


Renewable Energy
California Desert Solar Project Could Disturb
Resources, BLM Says in Rejecting Application
The U.S. Bureau of Land Management rejected Nov. 20 an
application to build a 200-megawatt photovoltaic facility in the
Mojave Desert, finding the proposed project could disturb
important natural and cultural resources....


Storage Tanks
EPA Downplays Impact of Storage Tank
Fund Transfer in Short-Term Highway Bill
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Transferring $1 billion from the Leaking Underground Storage
Tank fund won't "necessarily impact" the ability of the
Environmental Protection Agency to clean up contamination from
leaking underground storage tanks around...


Vehicle Fuels
EPA Won't Finalize Renewable Fuel
Standard in 2014, Cites Lengthy Delays
The Environmental Protection Agency announced Nov. 21 that it
won't issue a final renewable fuel standard for 2014 by the end of
the year....


Water Pollution
EPA Concerned About Increase in Petitions
Seeking to Withdraw State NPDES Authority
The Environmental Protection Agency is concerned about the
growing number of petitions seeking to withdraw the authority of
various states to run their own Clean Water Act permit programs,
an agency official said. ...


Water Pollution
Senate Legislation Would Extend Permitting 
Moratorium for Small Vessels by One Year
Senate legislation introduced by Republicans Lisa Murkowski
(Alaska) and Marco Rubio (Fla.) would extend a permitting
moratorium from Clean Water Act discharge permits to
commercial fishing vessels regardless of size and to commercial...


Water Pollution
Wastewater Group Plans to Urge Congress
To Codify EPA Financial Capability Policy
A group representing municipal water and wastewater utilities
plans to seek bipartisan support in the upcoming Congress for
codifying an Environmental Protection Agency policy that allows
communities to prioritize Clean Water Act mandates...


Water Resources
Negotiations on California Drought Bill
May Stretch Into 2015, Feinstein Says
Negotiations within the California congressional delegation on a
water management bill for drought relief in their state have made
progress but won't be completed before the end of the year, Sen.
Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) said....


Wetlands
Mitigation Banking Instrument Is Contract
With Corps, Federal Claims Court Says
A company formed to sell wetlands mitigation credits to
developers in central Alaska may move forward with a breach of
contract claim against the federal government after the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers unilaterally reduced the number of...


CORRECTION
An article in the Nov. 21 report about Maryland's climate change
response inaccurately described the state's greenhouse gas
emissions reduction goal. The Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act of
2009 calls for emissions reductions of 25...
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Taxes
States Impose Fees on Hybrid, Electric
Vehicles to Shore Up Highway Funding
With states facing stagnant gasoline tax collections and mounting
pressure to improve their transportation infrastructures, many
are considering special fees on hybrid and electric vehicles as a
source of revenue for highway construction...
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From: White, Hal
To: Weaver, Jim
Cc: Kapuscinski, Rich
Subject: Re: Form submission from: Vapor Intrusion Contact Us (Request for OUST Response to


stanleyndosi61@gmail.com)
Date: Thursday, April 07, 2016 10:38:58 AM


Jim--
I have no idea what an Antoine constant is (and I really don't feel like googling it)...can you
respond to the request below?


Hal White
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Mail Code: 5401R
Washington, DC 20460
202-564-0579


From: Kapuscinski, Rich
Sent: Thursday, April 7, 2016 10:36 AM
To: White, Hal; Walker, Tom
Cc: Anderson, Will
Subject: Form submission from: Vapor Intrusion Contact Us (Request for OUST Response to
stanleyndosi61@gmail.com)
 
Would you please respond to the inquirer (see below) with an answer to his
question pertaining to PVI?
 
Thanks for your time and consideration.
 
Rich Kapuscinski
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: drupal_admin@epa.gov [mailto:drupal_admin@epa.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2016 10:10 AM
To: Kapuscinski, Rich <Kapuscinski.Rich@epa.gov>
Subject: Form submission from: Vapor Intrusion Contact Us About Vapor Intrusion form
 
Submitted on 04/07/2016 10:09AM
Submitted values are:
 
Name: stanley ndosi
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Email Address: stanleyndosi61@gmail.com
Comments: I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW HOW CAN SOMEONE BE ABLE TO FIND ANTOINE CONSTANTS
A,B,C FOR GASOLINE WITH RVP OF 10?. AND ALSO FOR DIESEL?
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Dear PEI Member:


An ad hoc committee appointed by the PEI Board of Directors to
help the industry recruit, assess and train new service
technicians has completed its work. As a result, PEI recently
released two new tools. A third is expected in July. 


First, PEI members may use three free recruitment videos to
attract service technician candidates. Each 90-second video
shadows a real technician as he services petroleum equipment
and talks about his long-term career opportunities. PEI member
companies are welcome to post the videos on their websites or
use them as paid placement ads on YouTube. A PEI webinar that
will help you make the most of the videos will be available later
this month. The videos may be viewed at
www.pei.org/careers and on the PEI YouTube channel. PEI
thanks the following PEI member companies for the use of their
facilities and personnel during filming: McCon Building and
Petroleum Services Inc. of Irving, Texas; SouthEastern
Petroleum Systems Inc. of Charlotte, North Carolina; and
Western Pump, of San Diego, California.


The second tool is The Entry-Level Service Technician Training
Course, which is designed for new hires within the first few
months of their jobs. PEI member companies are encouraged to
augment their existing new service technician training with the
52-page manual. Cost of the copyrighted manual is $25 for
members ($250 for nonmembers) and is available in print or
PDF. A separate 50-question online test of the material may be
accessed as part of the annual online test subscription
product at no additional charge, or as a $10 individual
purchase. Links to purchase these are also available on the
www.pei.org/careers web page.


The third tool, expected in July, is an industry-specific skills
aptitude test for service technician job applicants. The online
test, developed by a professional testing organization, will
measure the range of abilities, talents and proficiencies that
service technicians should have to succeed.
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Members of the ad hoc committee are: Dan Battist, Strenstrom
Petroleum Service Group, Rockford, IL; Bridgett Clancy, Gilbarco
Veeder-Root, Greensboro, NC; Phil Farrell, Double Check Co.
Inc., Kansas City, MO; John Keller, Petroleum Solutions Inc., San
Antonio, TX; Edward S. Kubinsky Jr., Crompco LLC, Plymouth
Meeting, PA; Ingacio “Nacho” Moreno, BC & C LLC, Winchester,
VA; J.J. “Jody” Porter, E.O. Habhegger Co. Inc., Yeadon, PA;
Ryan Rethmeier, Western Pump Inc., San Diego, CA; Robert J.
Stenstrom, Stenstrom Petroleum Service Group, Rockford, IL;
and Steve Wilkening, P.B. Hoidale Co. Inc., Oklahoma City. Alex
Ralston, Petcon Inc., Brandon, MS, served as consultant to the
committee for the training course and test.


DOL ANNOUNCES FINAL OVERTIME RULE
The Department of Labor (DOL) announced its final rule May 17 that raises the minimum
salary threshold required to qualify for the Fair Labor Standards Act’s “white collar
exemption” to $47,476 per year, substantially greater than the yearly salary of $23,660
contained in the current regulations. You can access the full 500+ page rule here. DOL
expects the final rule to extend overtime protections to nearly 4.2 white collar workers
within its first year of implementation. 


The rule doubles the salary threshold, without any consideration to the differences in
regional economic realities. If you have been following the rule as proposed by DOL on
July 6, 2015, you will note several modifications in the final rule:


Bonuses and commissions will be allowed to satisfy 10 percent of the minimum
salary threshold. 
The bonuses and commissions can be paid quarterly, which is an improvement
from the proposed rule; and catch-up payments can be made within one week of
the end of the quarter.
The rule will take effect December 1, 2016. That’s a 6-month effective date rather
than the proposed 60 days.
The rule provides that the salary threshold will increase automatically every three
years, not annually as originally proposed, and it will be tied to the 40th percentile
in the lowest wage region of the country.


DOL has posted extensive information about the rule on its website, including useful fact
sheets on various aspects of the rule. The site also contains, in the words of the National
Association of Wholesaler-Distributors (NAW), which represents distributor-based
associations—including PEI—in Washington, “a lot of propaganda and claims that are
dubious at best.” NAW’s overtime attorneys are reviewing the rule now, and we will share
their analyses with you as soon as we receive them.


EPA RELEASES PROPOSED 2017 RENEWABLE FUEL VOLUMES
On May 18, the U.S. EPA released proposed volumes for renewable fuels for 2017 under
the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS), and proposed volumes for biodiesel for 2018. The
total proposed volumes for all fuel categories in 2017 are 18.8 billion gallons, a modest
increase over 18.11 billion gallons in 2016. Total biofuel volumes are proposed at 10.44
percent of the gasoline supply, as opposed to 10.10 percent in 2015, a critical threshold
in moving beyond the current E10 “blend wall.”


Reaction to the proposed volumes from the renewable fuels industry was somewhat
positive, with groups thanking EPA for an expedient release of the 2017 rules, and for an
increase in the volumes. But the biofuels industry claims it can do more, and complains
that the numbers don’t reflect the production capacity of the industry. On the other side,
the petroleum industry stated that moving renewable fuel volumes past 10 percent of the
fuel supply, however marginally, will increase their operating costs. The American
Petroleum Institute is advocating a full repeal of the law. 
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PEI BOARD ELECTION DEADLINE
It is time to begin the process of electing members to the PEI Board of Directors. Under
PEI’s election procedure, the official representative or a duly appointed alternate must
request to have his/her name included on the ballot. An email for that purpose was sent
May 31 to the official representatives of PEI member companies from the even-numbered
districts of PEI’s distributor and manufacturer divisions, as well as PEI’s affiliate division.
The form must be received in Tulsa by the close of business on Monday, June 20, for a
candidate’s name to appear on the ballot. To download the form, visit
www.pei.org/election.


2017 PEI SERVICE & CONSTRUCTION MANAGERS CONFERENCE SEEKS
PLANNING COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS
PEI will offer its Service & Construction Managers Conference in the spring of 2017. The
Thursday evening through Saturday noon conference will offer a combination of general
session and roundtable discussion topics specifically geared to the needs of both service
managers and construction managers. Conference dates and location are yet to be
determined.


If you are interested in serving on the planning committee responsible for the 2017 PEI
Service & Construction Managers Conference program, contact Bob Young at PEI,
byoung@pei.org by Wednesday, June 22. All committee meetings will be held via
conference calls, and it is essential that planning committee members attend the
conference.


THREE CHARLES D. KEMP SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS NAMED
The PEI Foundation scholarship selection committee has named three entering college
freshmen to receive Charles D. Kemp scholarships for the 2016-2017 academic year.
Recipients of the $1,000 scholarships are:


Kyle Robert Foster, son of Jason Foster, RW Mercer Co., Jackson, MI
Matney Stropky, daughter of Joseph Stropky, Nwestco LLC, Kalispell, MT
Emily Taylor Wichmann, daughter of Kevin Wichmann, McKinney Petroleum
Equipment, Mobile, AL 


EPA’S OUST RELEASES TWO NEW PUBLICATIONS
EPA’s Office of Underground Storage Tanks (OUST) has updated one publication and
written a new document on two subjects designed to help tank owners and others
implement the 2015 federal UST regulations.


Release Detection Methods for Underground Storage Tanks and Piping: Straight
Talk on Tanksis an update to OUST’s 2005 publication of the same name. The booklet
provides easy-to-understand descriptions of several leak detection methods for tanks and
piping, as well as explanations of the revised regulatory requirements for release
detection.
Requirements for Field-Constructed Tanks and Airport Hydrant Systems
summarizes the 2015 federal UST requirements specific to UST systems with field-
constructed tanks and airport hydrant fuel distribution systems. It discusses installation,
reporting, spill and overfill prevention, corrosion protection, release detection,
walkthrough inspections, compatibility, operator training, repairs, financial responsibility,
release response and closure.


BRIEFLY NOTED
Ryko Solutions has changed its name to National Carwash Solutions (NCS) to better
align its brands. Ryko, MacNeil and CleanTouch now operate under the NCS brand. The
Ryko headquarters in Grimes, Iowa, will become the NCS headquarters.
Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad on May 16 signed into law H.F. 2464, a multifaceted bill
that secures funding for the state’s highly successful biodiesel and ethanol blender
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program, the Iowa Renewable Fuels Infrastructure Program, through June 30, 2017.


APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS
RDM Industrial Electronics, Inc., Nebo, North Carolina, has appointed Doc Boehme of
Bottom Line of MN, Inc., as its representative for special accounts.
Liz McDermott has been named Acting Director of the Release Prevention Division at
EPA’s Office of Underground Storage Tanks (OUST), effective immediately. She has
served the last eight years as the team leader in OUST responsible for managing the
revisions to the UST regulations.


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Mexico software provider. HACSYS, Eduador 151-2, col. Vista Hermosa, Monterrey,
NL, 64620, Mexico, has applied for affiliate division membership. Hector Huerta is CEO of
the firm, which was established in 2003. The company provides software solutions
designed to manage service stations. Sponsored for PEI membership by Juan Jesus
Gutierrez Vega, Promoeco, Monterrey, N.L., Mexico. www.hacsys.com  
New York contractor. Orchard Earth and Pipe Corp., 550 Charles Avenue, Solvay, New
York 13209, has applied for service and construction division membership. Dan
Clemmons is petro-environmental services manager for the firm, which was established
in 1980. The company provides diversified construction services, such as site
development, underground utilities, material processing, roadwork, paving,
environmental remediation and tank installation/removal. Sponsored for PEI membership
by Craig Williams, CortlandEq, Cortland, NY. www.orchardearthandpipe.com    
Texas service and maintenance company. Bassco Services, 9219 Viscount Row,
Dallas, Texas 75247, has applied for service and construction division membership.
Phillip Brooks is president of the firm, which was established in 1981. The company
installs and maintains aircraft refueling equipment and fuel storage systems. It also
repairs industrial and petroleum meters. Sponsored for PEI membership by Ron
McDowell, PECOFacet, Tulsa, OK. www.basscoservices.com


ADMITTED TO PEI


Galen James, Quick Fuel, Milwaukee, WI (O&E)
Debrah Carl, Circle K Stores, Inc., Charlotte, NC (O&E)
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Dear PEI Member:


The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on November
15 proposed for public comment the 2014 levels of renewable
fuels to be blended into gasoline and diesel as required by
Congress under the Energy Independence and Security Act of
2007.


The proposal would lower the 2014 renewable biofuel mandate
from 18.15 billion gallons to a range of 15 billion to 15.52 billion
gallons. EPA’s recommended target of 15.21 billion gallons is
within the proposed range. That includes 13.01 billion gallons of
corn ethanol and 2.20 billion gallons of biodiesel and advanced
biofuels.  The corn ethanol target of 13 billion gallons represents
almost exactly 10 percent of the gasoline consumption forecast
by the U.S. Energy Information Administration for next year. EPA
also proposed changes for cellulosic biofuels, with a range
between 8 million and 30 million gallons and a recommended
target of 17 million gallons.


The proposed 2014 biofuels blending mandate of 15.21 billion
gallons is down from the 16.55 billion gallon target finalized for
2013, and 14 percent lower than the original 2014 goal
envisioned by Congress. The Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS)
requires annually increasing amounts of biofuels to be added into
U.S. transportation fuel supplies, to a total of 36 billion gallons in
2022.


This marks the first time in the history of the RFS that EPA has
proposed to scale back the government’s overall biofuel blending
target for the forthcoming year. If the proposed targets become
law, the biofuels markets will stagnate with no growth expected
in the foreseeable future. The bottom line for petroleum
marketers is that E10—the blend sold in almost all gasoline
stations in the U.S. today—will not be tampered with, but that
15-percent (E15) and 85-percent (E85) ethanol blends primarily
will be sold as niche or regional products.


The proposal is subject to a 60-day comment period, and could
later be changed.  
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TOPICS FOR FUTURE RECOMMENDED PRACTICES
REQUESTED
PEI is seeking to identify topics that might provide subject
matter for future recommended practices. Submitted ideas for
recommended practices should meet all of the following:


The subject matter involves practices and/or procedures
used in the petroleum equipment industry and serves the
greater good of the industry;
The topic has not been adequately covered in documents
produced by another organization; and
The expertise exists among PEI members to write the
document.


preferences see below.


If there is a topic you believe PEI should consider developing as a recommended practice,
we would like to hear from you. If you have submitted a topic that was not selected in
the past, you must resubmit. Email Bob Young byoung@pei.org with your suggestions
by December 20. Please include the purpose and scope of the proposed document, along
with the intended audience. We will compile the responses and forward them to PEI’s
Recommended Practices Committee for its review and recommendations to the PEI Board
of Directors.


LAST CHANCE FOR CHANGES TO PEI’S MARINA SYSTEM INSTALLATION
DOCUMENT 
The 2013 PEI Marina Fueling System Installation Committee is soliciting comments on
PEI’s Recommended Practices for the Installation of Marina Fueling Systems
(PEI/RP1000-09). Comments should be submitted online at www.pei.org/rp1000. All
comments to this document must be received by PEI by Friday, November 22, 2013, to
be considered by the committee for the next edition of RP1000. If you have any
questions or need further information, contact Bob Young at byoung@pei.org or 918-
236-3966.


ENVIRONMENTAL CONTRACTORS IN TROUBLE WITH STATE UST INSURANCE
FUND PROGRAMS
Robert Fine II, owner of FINEnvironmental Inc., Lenexa, Kansas, pled guilty
November 12 to mail fraud and money laundering after embezzling more than $1.3
million from the Missouri Petroleum Storage Tank Insurance Fund. His plea agreement
requires him to pay restitution of $1.5 million. Fine was the owner and sole employee of
FINEnvironmental Inc., a home-based company that used subcontractors to perform
environmental services for property owners with underground petroleum storage tanks.
Prosecutors say Fine created false, inflated invoices for the services and submitted them
to the insurance fund. He could be sentenced to up to 30 years in federal prison.
Federal and state authorities have filed criminal charges against five executives
of Environmental Management Inc., Springfield, Illinois, for allegedly taking part in a
scheme that defrauded the Illinois leaking underground storage tank (LUST) program out
of $13.6 million. The charges were contained in two grand jury indictments filed in U.S.
District Court for the Central District of Illinois. The indictments point to several alleged
schemes that took advantage of the LUST fund, including inflated billing and fictitious
claims for payment. In addition, the indictments allege sham business relationships with
subcontractors to pad invoices and bid-rigging strategies to manipulate pricing for
services.


PETROLEUM/C-STORE COMPANY ACQUISITIONS
Susser Holdings Corporation and Susser Petroleum Partners LP said November 14
that both companies have signed a definitive agreement to acquire substantially all of the
convenience store assets and fuel distribution contracts of Sac-N-Pac Stores Inc. and
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3W Warren Fuels Ltd. Sac-N-Pac owns and operates 47 convenience stores in the
corridor between San Antonio and Austin. 3W Fuels supplies approximately 65 million
gallons of motor fuel annually to the 47 Sac-N-Pac locations and to approximately 20
independent dealer locations.
Travel Centers of America LLC said November 14 that it has agreed to acquire 31
Minit Mart convenience stores with retail gasoline stations for $67 million. Twenty-eight
of the stores are located in Kentucky and three are in Tennessee.
Alimentation Couche-Tard Inc. said November 15 that it has signed, through its
wholly-owned  indirect subsidiary, Circle K Stores Inc., an agreement with Albuquerque
Convenience Retail LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Phillips 66 Company, to acquire
23 stores in New Mexico. The transaction is expected to close in December.


PDQ MANUFACTURING HIRES TONY SMITH
PDQ Manufacturing, Inc., De Pere, Wisconsin, announced that Tony Smith has joined
the company as vice president of sales – auto dealer sector. He will report to Gerry
Hanrahan, senior vice president of sales for PDQ.


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Taiwan distributor. Hummel Gas Pump Co., Ltd., 5F, 88, Sec. 1, Guang-Fu Road, San
Chong Dist., New Taipei City, Taiwan 241-58, has applied for distributor division
membership. Cindy Yang is president of the firm, which was established in 1988. The
company represents Catlow, Gilbarco, OPW-FC and VeederR. Hummel Gas Pump also
installs and services service station equipment. Sponsored for PEI membership by Lucy
Sackett, Gilbarco, Greensboro, NC. www.hummelpump.com 
Cam and groove coupling manufacturer. NECO, 5644 Highway 96 East, Youngsville,
North Carolina 27596, has applied for manufacturer division membership. Craig Rooth is
vice president sales for the firm, which was established in 1965. The company
manufactures cam and groove couplings, which are sold through distributors. Sponsored
for PEI membership by Gary E. Estes, EstesEqpCo, Chattanooga, TN, and Carlos Solares,
Solares&Co, Bayamon, Puerto Rico.
Delaware systems provider. Smart Oil Technology, 2210 Riviera Lane, Wilmington,
Delaware 19810, has applied for affiliate division membership. Karl Bittner is owner of
the firm, which was established in 2006. The company provides touch POS systems for
stations with optional back office and head office systems. Sponsored for PEI
membership by Joe Hinkle, CampbellVA, New Market, VA.
www.smartoiltechnology.com 
Texas consultant. PCG, LLC, 1605 Thibodeaux Drive, Round Rock, Texas 78664, has
applied for affiliate division membership. Julie Kemi is executive vice president of the
firm, which was established in 2009. The company offers consulting solutions in the fields
of sales, business development, training and management. Sponsored for PEI
membership by Liz Concannon, PCS, Minden, NV. www.consultingpetroleum.com.


ADMITTED TO PEI


Automotive Equipment Experts Inc., Loganville, GA (S&C)
Michael Yount, Delta Sonic, Buffalo, NY (O&E)


 


Manage Your Subscription


This newsletter is a member benefit of the Petroleum Equipment Institute intended for
Timothy R. Smith. To unsubscribe by email click here or manage all your newsletter
subscriptions online at www.pei.org/membersonly.


Do not reply to this message.


© 2013
Petroleum Equipment
Institute
P. O. Box 2380 
Tulsa, OK 74101-2380


The TulsaLetter (ISSN 0193-
9467) is published two or three
times each month by the
Petroleum Equipment Institute.
Robert N. Renkes, Executive
Vice President, Editor. Opinions
expressed are the opinions of
the Editor. Basic circulation



http://www.hummelpump.com/

http://www.smartoiltechnology.com/

http://www.consultingpetroleum.com/

mailto:info@pei.org?subject=Unsubscribe_37500_TulsaLetter&body=REMOVE

http://www.pei.org/portal/members/viewmember.asp





This newsletter is sent from an unattended mailbox. 
To respond to this newsletter use these options.


PEI® and the PEI mark are registered trademarks
of the Petroleum Equipment Institute.
Copyright © 2013 All rights reserved.


confined to PEI members.


 



http://www.pei.org/






View Recent Articles By:
Agencies
States
Courts
International
   Organizations
Federal Statutes
Cases Reported


Key Features:
Special Reports
Regulatory Agenda
Congressional Calendar
Comment Deadlines
PDF Archives


From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Barolo, Mark; Worley, Ray; Hoskinson, Carolyn; Grimm-Crawford, Barbara
Subject: See the article based on the FOIA?
Date: Saturday, November 22, 2014 12:58:16 PM


Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Verizon Wireless 4G LTE network.
From: BNA Highlights <bhighlig@bna.com>
Sent: Friday, November 21, 2014 8:35 PM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Subject: Nov. 24 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report


Manage your email subscriptions
Email not displaying correctly? View publication in your browser.


     
Daily Environment Report


 Latest News   BNA Insights   PDF Issue Search Full Publication  


Monday, November 24, 2014 · Number 226 


The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you
by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted
and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have
any questions or no longer wish to receive these messages,
please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-
566-2370.


NEWS


Air Pollution
Eight Nitrogen Air Plans Incomplete, EPA Says
Seven states and the District of Columbia have failed to submit
adequate plans for implementing the 2010 health-based national
ambient air quality standard for nitrogen dioxide, the
Environmental Protection Agency has determined. The...


Air Pollution
EPA Moves to Extend Deadlines for State
Compliance With Cross-State Air Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency is revising compliance
deadlines included in the cross-state air pollution rule, an action
the agency said is necessary for compliance with the regulation to
begin in "an orderly manner" Jan....


Air Pollution
EPA Proposes Limits on Hazardous Pollution
Emissions From Brick, Ceramics Kilns
The Environmental Protection Agency issued a proposed rule that
would establish limits on emissions of hazardous air pollutants
from brick and ceramics kilns, which is the agency's second try at
regulating air toxics emitted from those...
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Chemicals
Canada Finalizes Regulations to Ban Mercury
From Most Domestic, Imported Products
Environment Canada has published final regulations prohibiting
the manufacture or import of most products containing mercury
or its compounds, effective Nov. 19, 2015....


Drinking Water
Latta Introduces Measure to Require EPA
To Develop Plan for Managing Algal Blooms
Rep. Bob Latta (R-Ohio) introduced legislation (H.R. 5753) Nov.
20 to protect drinking water from contamination by harmful algal
blooms....


Endangered Species
Groups Sue for Stronger Sage Grouse Protections
Two environmental advocacy groups provided the Obama
administration with a 60-day notice of their intent to sue the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and the Interior Department because the
service decided to list the Gunnison sage grouse as...


Energy
Alberta Finds No Fault in Oil Sands Bird Deaths
The Alberta Energy Regulator said that companies in the
Athabasca oil sands region, where 196 birds died in tailings ponds
in early November, were in full compliance with waterfowl
protection requirements at the time of the incidents. The...


Energy
Keystone XL Foes Use Narrow Win
In U.S. Senate to Prepare for 2015
Environmental foes of the Keystone XL pipeline are using their
narrow victory in the U.S. Senate last week to raise funds for the
next showdown on the project....


Enforcement
European Union Prosecutors Say Bloc Nations
Fail to Effectively Fight Environmental Crime
European Union member states are failing to effectively prosecute
environmental crime, leaving the way open for organized crime
groups to reap substantial profits from activities such as the
export of illegal waste and trade in endangered...


Environmental Reviews
Proposed Rule Would Allow Real Estate
Acquisition Prior to NEPA Review for Projects
The Federal Highway Administration has issued proposed rules
that would implement early real estate acquisition procedures for
highway projects under the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st
Century Act (MAP-21). ...


Hazmat Transport
Hazmat Shipper Sues PHMSA Over Emergency Order
National Distribution Services Inc. petitioned a federal appeals
court Nov. 20 to overturn a Transportation Department office's
decision to uphold a restriction of the company's involvement in
hazardous materials shipping (Nat'l...
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International Climate
Carbon Markets Must Be Key Part
Of Paris Deal, Emissions Trading Group Says
Any final climate agreement reached in Paris in 2015 must
include a key role for carbon markets and carbon pricing policies,
said David Hone, a board director of the International Emissions
Trading Association....


International Climate
China Will Need to Build 1,000 Nuclear
Plants to Meet Emissions Reduction Target
China, which does nothing in small doses, will need about 1,000
nuclear reactors, 500,000 wind turbines or 50,000 solar farms as
it takes up the fight against climate change....


Natural Gas
Interior, Colorado Reach Agreement
To Cancel 17 Gas Leases on Roan Plateau
Seventeen natural gas leases will be canceled in a settlement
agreement between the Interior Department, Colorado,
conservation groups and energy companies designed to protect
environmentally sensitive areas atop the Roan Plateau
(Colorado...


Pesticides
Scientists Find Link Between Pyrethroid
Insecticides, Male Reproductive Problems
The commonly used class of insecticides known as pyrethroids
could cause reproductive problems in men, according to a new
study conducted by a team of Polish researchers....


Pipeline Safety
PG&E Fined $10.85 Million Related
To Gas Pipeline Explosion in California
California regulators fined Pacific Gas & Electric Co. $10.85 million
and opened an investigation into the utility's safety recordkeeping
practices related to a gas pipeline explosion in Carmel-by-the-
Sea, Calif....


Pipeline Safety
Safety Management Systems Rulemaking
Not Off the Table, PHMSA Official Says
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration may
eventually commence a safety management systems rulemaking
for pipeline operators, a senior official said....


Radioactive Waste
Murray Asks If NRC Has Enough Funding
To Complete Yucca Mountain Consideration
Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) asked the chair of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission if the agency has sufficient funding to
complete its safety evaluation report on the proposed repository
for permanent disposal of high-level radioactive...


Renewable Energy
California Desert Solar Project Could Disturb
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Resources, BLM Says in Rejecting Application
The U.S. Bureau of Land Management rejected Nov. 20 an
application to build a 200-megawatt photovoltaic facility in the
Mojave Desert, finding the proposed project could disturb
important natural and cultural resources....


Storage Tanks
EPA Downplays Impact of Storage Tank
Fund Transfer in Short-Term Highway Bill
Transferring $1 billion from the Leaking Underground Storage
Tank fund won't "necessarily impact" the ability of the
Environmental Protection Agency to clean up contamination from
leaking underground storage tanks around...


Vehicle Fuels
EPA Won't Finalize Renewable Fuel
Standard in 2014, Cites Lengthy Delays
The Environmental Protection Agency announced Nov. 21 that it
won't issue a final renewable fuel standard for 2014 by the end of
the year....


Water Pollution
EPA Concerned About Increase in Petitions
Seeking to Withdraw State NPDES Authority
The Environmental Protection Agency is concerned about the
growing number of petitions seeking to withdraw the authority of
various states to run their own Clean Water Act permit programs,
an agency official said. ...


Water Pollution
Senate Legislation Would Extend Permitting 
Moratorium for Small Vessels by One Year
Senate legislation introduced by Republicans Lisa Murkowski
(Alaska) and Marco Rubio (Fla.) would extend a permitting
moratorium from Clean Water Act discharge permits to
commercial fishing vessels regardless of size and to commercial...


Water Pollution
Wastewater Group Plans to Urge Congress
To Codify EPA Financial Capability Policy
A group representing municipal water and wastewater utilities
plans to seek bipartisan support in the upcoming Congress for
codifying an Environmental Protection Agency policy that allows
communities to prioritize Clean Water Act mandates...


Water Resources
Negotiations on California Drought Bill
May Stretch Into 2015, Feinstein Says
Negotiations within the California congressional delegation on a
water management bill for drought relief in their state have made
progress but won't be completed before the end of the year, Sen.
Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) said....


Wetlands
Mitigation Banking Instrument Is Contract
With Corps, Federal Claims Court Says
A company formed to sell wetlands mitigation credits to
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developers in central Alaska may move forward with a breach of
contract claim against the federal government after the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers unilaterally reduced the number of...


CORRECTION
An article in the Nov. 21 report about Maryland's climate change
response inaccurately described the state's greenhouse gas
emissions reduction goal. The Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act of
2009 calls for emissions reductions of 25...


SPECIAL REPORT


Taxes
States Impose Fees on Hybrid, Electric
Vehicles to Shore Up Highway Funding
With states facing stagnant gasoline tax collections and mounting
pressure to improve their transportation infrastructures, many
are considering special fees on hybrid and electric vehicles as a
source of revenue for highway construction...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


NOVEMBER 21 FEDERAL REGISTER


NOVEMBER 24 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Burnell, Susan
To: Barolo, Mark
Cc: Anderson, Will
Subject: R3 and MTBE FOIA
Date: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 11:28:14 AM
Attachments: PA response 1-5-14.pdf


 
Hi Mark
 
I talked to Carol Amend about the FOIA.  She has not spoken to PA about any of it.  In fact, she is
waiting to hear back from the requestors on a more limited scope before tackling the effort.  I did
find the memo that we sent to PA regarding our 2014 FOIA release of their backlog study data.  Their
response is attached.  They did not have any comments.  We did qualify the data set – one time data
snapshot from 2009, data limitations, etc….   Not sure if that is as relevant for this FOIA.  The 2014
FOIA was for researching potential impacts of LUST releases and we wanted to make it very clear to
the requestor that the data was old and many of the sites are now most likely in different stages
than what is presented in our data.
 
Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave (5401R)
Washington DC  20460
Beginning January 19, 2016, my new phone number will be 202-564-0766
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Burnell, Susan



From: Hartenstein, George <ghartenste@pa.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 05, 2015 9:06 AM
To: Burnell, Susan
Cc: Anderson, Will; Crumlish, Karen
Subject: RE: FYI - backlog study data request



Thanks for the thorough information, I have no questions. 
 



From: Burnell, Susan [mailto:Burnell.Susan@epa.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 30, 2014 2:09 PM 
To: Hartenstein, George 
Cc: Anderson, Will; Crumlish, Karen 
Subject: FYI - backlog study data request 
 
Hi George – 
 
This email is to inform you that EPA recently responded to an information request for portions of the data you 
submitted to us for the 2011 Underground Storage Tank backlog study.  The request was from Michelle Marcus from 
Brown University, a student researching possible correlations between infant health and UST releases in Texas, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Michigan and Florida.  EPA sent Ms. Marcus the data files we developed during the course of the 
backlog study where we reorganized your data into categories to compare data across states.  Therefore, the data we 
sent to Ms. Marcus may be less specific than the data you originally submitted to us (e.g., the stage of cleanup status for 
confirmed release/site assessment/remediation was extracted from more specific data elements within each state’s 
data).  Date information was not changed.  We sent her the following data: 
 



 Facility ID 
 Lat/Long 
 Release status (i.e., open/closed) 
 Confirmed release date 
 Closure date 
 Stage of cleanup status 
 Priority (if available) 



 
 
The request did not include responsible party or owner/operator names.  In addition, we explained the data limitations 
to her including the fact that it was submitted to us in 2009 and the data may have changed since then, and, that many 
of the sites are now closed.  We explained that new releases discovered since 2009 are not included in the data 
set.  Finally, we referred her to the state tank programs for additional information.  If you have any questions, you may 
contact Will Anderson, the Director of the Cleanup and Revitalization Division in OUST at 703‐603‐7156 or myself at the 
number below.  
 
 
Sue Burnell 
Cleanup and Revitalization Division 
Office of Underground Storage Tanks 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave (5401P) 
Washington DC  20460 
703‐603‐9231 
 













From: White, Hal
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: Re: MTBE FOIA
Date: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 12:36:08 PM


Mark--
You keep doing this sort of thing and before you know it you'll be running webinars from the Texas room using both screens and the camera!


Hal White
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Mail Code: 5401R
Washington, DC 20460
202-564-0579


From: Barolo, Mark
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 12:31 PM
To: White, Hal
Subject: RE: MTBE FOIA
 
I appreciate that you noticed.  It is my sole tech-savvy achievement in the last 20 years.  It would have been a shame if nobody noticed!
 
From: White, Hal 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 12:27 PM
To: Barolo, Mark <Barolo.Mark@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: MTBE FOIA
 
Mark--
Lest you feel underappreciated, I am impressed with your tech-savviness in being able to upload a photo from your phone to EPA email. You are now in the upper echelons of OUST techno-weenies!
Congratulations.
 
Hal White
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Mail Code: 5401R
Washington, DC 20460
202-564-0579
 
 


From: Barolo, Mark
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 12:13 PM
To: White, Hal
Subject: Re: MTBE FOIA
 
Thanks Hal. For some reason my computer won't open the file.  I tried a couple times.  I took a picture of the error message (attached) in case you can understand it better than I can. Thanks 
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Sent from my iPhone


On Feb 23, 2016, at 9:54 AM, White, Hal <White.Hal@epa.gov> wrote:


Mark--
While much of the attached file (prepared in 2002 for GAO, but I don't know what the final resolution was) doesn't relate specifically to the subject, it may have some useful nuggets
(perhaps if only for context/background).
 
Hal White
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Mail Code: 5401R
Washington, DC 20460
202-564-0579
 
 


From: Barolo, Mark
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 8:19 AM
To: White, Hal
Subject: FW: MTBE FOIA
 
I just added a conf line to the meeting invite.  I used 7165 because 7173 was taken at that time.
 
Thanks
 
-----Original Appointment-----
From: White, Hal 
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 6:08 AM
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: Accepted: MTBE FOIA
When: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 9:00 AM-10:00 AM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: DCRoomRRB71102/Ronald-Reagan-Building - Texas conf room
 
Mark—
Is the call in number the same as for staff meetings (703-603-7173 )?
Hal


<gao_mtbe_hal.wpd>
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From: PEI TulsaLetter
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: TulsaLetter for March 12, 2015
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2015 1:09:23 PM


Tulsaletter- click here to read this in your web browser...


 
March 12, 2015 | Vol. 65, No. 5
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Dear PEI Member:


We had a great opportunity to talk with more than 160 members
and their customers from February 16 to March 5 at two PEI
committee meetings and the annual conventions of the Western
Petroleum Marketers Association (WPMA), the Petroleum and
Convenience Store Exposition of Mid-America (PACE), the
Georgia Tank and Environmental Contractors Association (GTEC),
and the Southeast Petro-Food Marketing Exposition (SE Petro).
Based on what they told us, here’s our take on the prospects for
the rest of 2015.


Overall, the year is shaping up to be a smidgen better than 2014
across all membership divisions. Construction of new retail
fueling stations is steady across the larger convenience store
chains. The same holds true for building new commercial and
governmental fueling sites. Emergency generator business
continues to be strong and profitable.


Expect continued merger and acquisition activity among PEI
members. Owners of profitable PEI companies are finding willing
buyers, although it takes patience to put the deals together. We
expect to lose about 2 percent of our domestic PEI distributors in
2015 due to acquisitions and mergers.


Customers of all sizes will continue to merge as the strong grow
stronger and smaller companies try to keep up. Despite the
wheeling and dealing by marketers in recent years, the U.S.
convenience store industry is still in the consolidation phase.
Improved motor fuel margins help. So does the availability of
relatively cheap money.


Interest in CNG refueling facilities has leveled off as a result of
lower gasoline prices. It hasn’t gone away, but it isn’t generating
the same buzz as it did in the last few years.      


2015 Business Outlook


Why Are We Waiting For the
RFS


DFW Airport Study on ULSD
Issue


 


 


Respond to this
Newsletter


by e-mail to the editor, Robert
Renkes at rrenkes@pei.org


or join the discussion in the
Petroleum Equipment Forum


to unsubscribe or change
preferences see below.


The hiring, training and retention of service technicians is a top issue among distributor
and service companies. Members have talked about it for so many years now that the
problems seem chronic. Everyone handles issues involving service techs a little
differently, but all seem to struggle with the problem at some time or another every
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year.


Distributors are NOT counting on E15 equipment sales and upgrade projects to boost
their numbers in 2015. Confusion about what the RFS requirements will be—and when
they will be released—has the alternative fuel industry biding time until something more
definitive comes out of Washington.   


More from our conversations:


The switch (pun intended) to LED lighting is a bright spot (pun intended)
throughout the country.
Manufacturers tell us that their accounts receivable are better than usual.
Distributors are paying on time, which is probably related to distributors’ customers
having money available and paying our distributor members on time. Having said
that, some distributors in every part of the country are having a difficult time
making a profit—for a number of reasons.
Service companies are waiting to see when and to what extent they will participate
in the sale, installation and service of EMV equipment.
Many members are anxiously waiting for EPA to release its new underground
storage tank regulations. We are told the regulations are close—two months?—to
being issued. There is no telling how long the states will have to work on their
regulations before they become effective.


WHY IS EPA PARALYZED ON THE RFS?  
Gasoline demand in the U.S. hit its all-time high in 2007.


Congress responded to the demand uptick by updating the Renewable Fuel Standard
(RFS), requiring refiners to add increasing amounts of ethanol and other biofuels to
motor fuels through 2022. In the lawmakers’ view, something had to be done to reduce
U.S. dependence on foreign oil.


Then the Great Recession hit. Gasoline demand declined, imports began to drop
precipitously, and advanced drilling technologies encouraged the U.S. to produce more of
its own oil.


Despite the decline in oil imports, the RFS requires the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) to find ways to add ever-growing volumes of biofuels to the nation’s motor fuels.
In 2013, however, refiners hit the “blend wall”—the point at which all gallons of gasoline
can be blended with 10 percent ethanol.


In order to avoid Congressional action, on November 15, 2013, EPA proposed a
relaxation of the 2014 RFS mandate. Corn ethanol’s portion would be only 13 billion
gallons instead of the previously prescribed 14.4 billion gallons. In response to EPA’s
proposal, pro-ethanol groups demanded an increase in ethanol, while petroleum refiners
and many petroleum marketing groups warned of the equipment costs and hazards
associated with adding more ethanol to gasoline. Unable to make a decision, EPA punted.
On November 21, 2014, EPA said that the 2014, 2015 and 2016 ethanol requirements
would be revealed in 2015.


We have been talking with PEI members and their customers about the RFS since 2007.
We understand the volumes, the published deadlines, the blend wall and the equipment
issues involved when fuels like E15, E25 and E85 are introduced into the marketplace. So
do most PEI members. But when we are asked about why EPA delayed its decision, we
are at a loss to come up with a plausible explanation.


The editors at Lundberg Letter investigated this issue and met it head on in the
publication’s February 13, 2014, issue. The answers provided by the Lundberg editors are
the most comprehensive we have seen and are worth sharing with TulsaLetter readers.







“Why, with the power to reduce, leave the same, or increase the RFS, has the
EPA been repeatedly delaying its decision? In the [Lundberg] Letter’s interviews
of industry people, and review of press articles, several theories emerged.


“The most reasonable rationale behind EPA’s irrational-looking frozen stance
would be to set the RFS volume at the blend wall. That would mean it has to
wait for the prior year’s final demand data to emerge. It’s ridiculous, but is the
most reasonable excuse for EPA’s delay. Choosing RFS volume to match the
blend-wall would remove any need to force more ethanol into the gasoline pool
by way of higher percentage blends. The need for E15, E85, etc., would be
chocked off. Ethanol use would only grow, or shrink, with gasoline demand.


“If it is not to set volume at the blend-wall, is it incompetence?No, not in this
case, observers opine. It is likely a calculated move by EPA and the Obama
Administration.


“What politics could be behind this unending delay to name the sales quota?
There is speculation that not releasing the RFS allows the White House, in
control of EPA, to bargain with Congress, both sides of the renewable fuels
debate, and dangle the RFS in front of them to gain concessions. The RFS is a
bargaining chip that goes away once the volume is mandated. For now, having
EPA delay determining its sales mandate lets the Administration thumb its nose
at Congress and torture the oil industry with uncertainty at the same time.


“Is part of EPA’s paralysis caused by anti-petroleum sentiment? It’s part of the
mix. Sticking it to Big Oil is a favorite pastime as evidenced by Keystone.
Delaying the RFS again and again forces the oil industry to get on their knees
and beg to be told how much ethanol they are forced to buy and sell. The delay
is an added punishment retroactively, which is even more fun for the anti-oil
crowd than plain punishment in current time.


“Since Big Ethanol is also champing for a decision, does this mean EPA is dissing
the ethanol industry? The ethanol industry and its political benefactors got hit
hard by the blow up in RIN prices. That was terrible PR for them. The public
knew about it and became restive. EPA knows that if it issues any renewable
fuels sales standard above the blend-wall, another round of PR damage to
ethanol advocates and the EPA would emerge.”


NEW STUDY ON ULTRA LOW SULFUR DIESEL
Increased fuel-related issues in underground tanks storing ultra low sulfur diesel (ULSD)
at the DFW airport caused authorities there to investigate if ULSD is prone to cause
excessive corrosion. The investigation resulted in an excellent 13-page paper entitled
Preliminary Investigation Summary of Deterioration of Fuel and Fuel Systems Storing and
Dispensing ULSD Fuel at DFW Airport.


The authors of the DFW study made it clear that they “were not compelled by regulatory
compliance to address this issue, but an aggressive approach is necessary to curtail
contamination and halt excessive corrosion of components of the system.” Program
recommendations include shocking a contaminated system with biocide; removing the
tank and cleaning it thoroughly, including the walls and ceilings; filtering the product as it
is put back into the system; and treating the fuel with a maintenance dose of biocide to
dispatch residual microorganisms and prevent future propagation. Monthly
recommendations include sampling the tank bottoms and cleaning the tank for water
removal if the bottom sample is cloudy or has visible water in it. An annual tank cleaning
is also recommended.


INDUSTRY NOTES
The Independent Lubricant Manufacturers Association (ILTA) announced March 4
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the appointment of Holly Alfano as the new executive director of the association. She has
more than 20 years of experience working with associations representing the petroleum
industry. Most recently, she served for eight years as vice president of government
affairs for NATSO, an association representing truck stops and travel plazas.
Ohio is suing BP for $33 million, alleging BP fraudulently accepted state funding to
clean up underground storage tank leaks. The lawsuit, filed March 2, charges BP with
“double-dipping” by seeking cleanup money from the state’s Petroleum Financial
Assurance Fund while receiving insurance money for the same leaks.
The California Department of Food and Agriculture is proposing legislation that
would change how the state regulates alternative fuels. Included in the proposal are the
expansion of alternative fuels definitions, testing and certification of DEF, the inclusion of
ACEA motor oil classifications where appropriate, and the ability to oversee signage for
electric charging lanes.
Iowa House Study Bill 186, which would expand funding opportunities for petroleum
retailers who wish to install E15 blending pumps, passed the Agriculture Committee by a
22-0 vote on March 5. The bill would expand the state’s renewable fuel infrastructure
program that now supports installation of E85 pumps to also support E15 pumps. Iowa’s
cost-share program provides grants for up to 70 percent of the cost of installation or
$50,000, whichever is lower.


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Alabama distributor. Superior Performance Petroleum Equipment Sales LLC, 2050 West
Point Parkway, Opelika, Alabama 36801, has applied for distributor division membership.
Stephen E. Wilson is president of the company, which was established in 2011. The
company represents Alemite, Bennett, ESCO, HuskyCorp, MetalProd, PMPCorp, RDMElec,
TurnerTanks and VeriFone. The firm sells and repairs all types of petroleum equipment.
Sponsored for PEI membership by Kevin R. McKinney, McKinney, Mobile, AL. 
Vapor processing equipment manufacturer. Fuel Management Technologies, 3
Broughton Business Centre, Causeway Road, Broughton, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire,
United Kingdom PE28 3AR, has applied for manufacturer division membership in PEI.
Paul Howson is a director for the firm, which was established in 2011. Fuel Management
Technologies manufactures an advanced system that uses condensation technology to
process gasoline volatile organic compounds at the service station during fuel transfer.
The system is sold through distributors. Sponsored for PEI membership by Betty West,
EmcoWheatn, Wilson, NC. www.vrrefiner.com 
Canopy and signage provider. Comet Signs, 235 West Turbo, San Antonio, Texas
78216, has applied for affiliate division membership. Marvin Miller is vice president,
national accounts for the firm, which was established in 1956. Comet Signs is a full
service manufacturer of canopies, electrical signage, pump toppers and pump door skins.
Sponsored for PEI membership by Chris Monroe, Monroe, Arlington, TX.
www.cometsigns.com    
Florida manufacturers’ representative. FMG-LLC/SFICO, 821 West Forest Brook
Road, Maitland, Florida 32751, has applied for affiliate division membership. David Fiala
is sales manager and owner of the firm, which was established in 1995. The company
represents manufacturers from the United States, Canada, India and Malaysia in Mexico,
the Caribbean, Central America and South America. Sponsored for PEI membership by
William Moldenhauer, BareDev, Countryside, IL. www.sficopetro.com 
Pennsylvania cloud-based business solutions provider. Petrosoft, 2025 Greentree
Road, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15220, has applied for affiliate division membership.
Melanie Widman is marketing manager for the firm, which was established in 2003. The
company provides cloud-based business solutions for the retail petroleum industry.
Sponsored for PEI membership by Lucy Sackett, Gilbarco, Greensboro, NC.
www.petrosoftinc.com 
Washington general contractor. PNE Construction, 1121 Columbia Boulevard,
Longview, Washington 98632, has applied for service and construction division
membership. Bret Hagdahl is project manager for the firm, which was established in
1989. The company is a general contractor specializing in petroleum installations and
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convenience stores. Sponsored for PEI membership by Gregg Miller, NWPump, Portland,
OR. www.pnecorp.com


ADMITTED TO PEI


Apex Mechanical Engineering LLC, Azaiba, Oman (dis)
Lube-Tech ESI, Golden Valley, MN (dis)
Coxreels, Inc., Tempe, AZ (mfr)
Diamond Shine Inc., Wickcliffe, OH (aff)
National Testing Contractors Association, North Royalton, OH (aff)
PetrolPlaza, Villingen-Schwenningen, Germany (aff)
Tank Solutions Pty. Ltd., Tomago, NSW, Australia (aff)
World Source Filtration Inc., Sarnia, Ontario, Canada (aff)
CJM Development Inc., Eloy, AZ (S&C)
Environmental Laboratories, Inc., Travelers Rest, SC (S&C)
Gold Eagle Contracting, Inc., Meredith, NH (S&C)
L. A. Perks Petroleum Specialists, Inc., Sparks, NV (S&C)
Rite-Way Industrial Service, Inc., Groveport, OH (S&C)
Kerry L. Nisson, Idaho National Laboratory, Idaho Falls, ID (O&E)
Angela M. Pimental, Cumberland Gulf Group of Companies, Framingham, MA (O&E)
Jerry Schueller, Jacobus Energy, Milwaukee, WI (O&E)
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Dear PEI Member:


The 2013 PEI Convention was one of the best the association has
sponsored in years, with daily attendance exceeding our
numbers from the last time we met in Atlanta. Here are the
highlights.


Distributor members are feeling fairly positive about business.
According to a recent survey of U.S. distributors, PEI members
are experiencing a good year, ranking 2013 a “6.3” with “5”
being average and “10” being their best year ever. They expect
2014 to be about the same, giving next year a “6.2” on the same
scale. As evidence for their upbeat attitude, members cited
commercial equipment sales and installation, retail fuel market
construction, equipment upgrades, service, and equipment and
related services for emergency power.   


Manufacturers, responding to the same survey, ranked 2013 a
“7.4” and also expect 2014 to be more of the same. More than
30 percent of manufacturers responding to the survey cited new
products and/or technological advances as the primary reason
they are satisfied with business conditions today and optimistic
about 2014.  


Phil Farrell, president of Double Check Company, headquartered
in Kansas City, Missouri, was elected to serve as the 64th
president of PEI. On January 1, Farrell will succeed Terry Cooper,
president of Acterra Group, Inc., headquartered in Marion, Iowa,
in PEI’s top position. Farrell is currently serving as PEI vice
president.


Kevin McKinney, president of McKinney Petroleum Equipment,
Mobile, Alabama, was elected vice president for 2014. McKinney
has just completed his term as treasurer of the association, and
has previously served on the PEI Board of Directors representing
District 5.


Eight people were installed as new PEI directors during the
annual meeting in Atlanta. They are Susan Scott, J. W. Scott
Service Station Equipment Company, Trenton, New Jersey
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(District 1); Joey Cheek, JMP Solutions, Tampa, Florida (District
3); Susan Maples, RBM Company, Knoxville, Tennessee (District
5); Jason Munson, Dockendorf Equipment Company, Sioux Falls,
South Dakota (District 7); Ryan Rethmeier, Western Pump
Incorporated, San Diego, California (District 9); Kendra Barzak,
Hamilton Tanks, Columbus, Ohio (District 11); Dick Basham,
IRPCO, Subsidiary of Lewis-Goetz and Company, Poca, West
Virginia (District 13); and Ron Kingsbury, UST Services
Corporation, Owings, Maryland (Service and Construction
Division). 


preferences see below.


The PEI board met twice during the convention. The board:


Appointed Steve Trabilsy of Accurate Tank Technologies, North Aurora, Illinois, as
treasurer of the association.
Directed staff to investigate ways PEI members can be recognized for participating
in PEI educational programs.
Appointed an ad hoc committee to review PEI membership criteria and the process
of admitting members.
Directed staff to develop an advertising campaign that increases PEI brand
awareness to retailers, general contractors and others who influence buying
decisions of PEI members’ goods and services.
Discussed the idea of forming 10-Groups for PEI manufacturer division members,
and asked staff to investigate the legal and practical aspects of such a program.
Appointed Terry Cooper to a three-year term on the PEI Foundation’s Board of
Directors.


An organizational meeting of PEI members interested in forming a women’s networking
group was held during the convention. There was a strong sense from the 64 women who
participated in the meeting in favor of taking the next step and exploring a more formal
program for women who work for PEI member companies. Further details will be
provided in the next TulsaLetter.


The educational sessions and entire convention program planned by the 2013 PEI
Education and Convention Committee were extremely well attended and received high
marks. Presentations by the speakers, together with a final exhibitor list and floor plan,
and a complete list of attendees (downloadable for PEI members only), are available
from the PEI convention page.


A sincere thanks to all of you who volunteered to help us put on this convention. The 10-
Group chairmen, Education and Convention Committee members, Find Red volunteers,
PEI Priority Club members and session presenters all played a huge part in the overall
success of our meeting in Atlanta. We appreciate your help.


LEAKED EPA PROPOSAL OUTLINES REDUCTIONS TO BIOFUEL MANDATES 
Major news organizations reported that a non-public (i.e., leaked) EPA proposal would
sharply reduce the magnitude of biofuel mandates, including the renewable (ethanol)
mandates, under the Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS) beginning in calendar year 2014.
This reinforces what we had been told in private meetings over the last 30 days. EPA’s
proposal would reportedly cut the corn-based RFS mandate to 13.0 billion gallons from
the statutory 14.4 billion gallon level and this year’s 13.8 billion gallon level.


After the proposal was leaked, EPA stated that proposed changes for the RFS in 2014
have not been finalized. The proposal is currently awaiting approval by the White House.
In addition, the final proposal will be submitted for public comment so changes to the
proposal are possible. It is therefore premature to assume that the rules in the leaked
proposal will be the final rules for 2014.
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In a related development, the American Petroleum Institute sent a letter last Thursday
notifying EPA that it should prepare for a lawsuit if the final 2014 RFS is not released on
time. By law, EPA is required to issue each year’s fuel standard by November 30 of the
previous year.


REGULATORY BRIEFS
Iowa. A new biofuels pilot program, “Fueling Our Future,” was announced by state
officials October 21. Under the state’s renewable fuels infrastructure program, gasoline
retailers who install blender pumps can receive up to 50 percent of the costs for specific
components of a project with a three-year commitment to sell certain renewable fuels. A
five-year commitment to store and sell renewable fuels and install certain equipment can
result in up to 70 percent reimbursement for specific equipment or installation costs.
Certain biodiesel terminal equipment and/or infrastructure can receive funding for up to
$100,000 per project. The money will be available to retailers through an application
process with the Iowa Renewable Fuels Infrastructure Board.  
Missouri. Missouri’s Joint Committee on Administrative Rules blocked a proposed rule
change by the Missouri Department of Agriculture that would have allowed gasoline
stations to sell fuel containing 15 percent ethanol (E15). The Committee did not rule on
the merits of using E15, but rather said the state legislature—not an executive agency—
must make the policy decision to allow it. The Missouri legislature convenes in January.
Rhode Island. The Department of Environmental Management will hold a public hearing
on Wednesday, October 30, on proposed amendments to Air Pollution Control Regulation
No. 11, “Petroleum Liquids Marketing and Storage,” and adoption of the “Rhode Island
Stage II Vapor Recovery Control Program Discontinuation State Implementation Plan
Revision.” The amendments would allow for decommissioning of Stage II vapor recovery
systems at gasoline dispensing facilities. In addition, the proposed changes would
strengthen requirements for Stage I vapor control systems. Copies of the proposed
amendments are available here.


ACQUISITIONS
OPW, an operating unit within Dover Corporation’s Energy segment, announced October
10 that it has completed two acquisitions in separate transactions: United Kingdom-
based Fibrelite and Sweden-based Kungsors Plast AB (KPS Petrol Pipe System).
Terms of each transaction were not disclosed.
Zeppini Group, the holding company of Hydro Z and Zeppini Ecoflex, has acquired
Unikap, marking an important step in its growth in the construction industry.


CNG NOTES
PEI member “O” Ring CNG Fuel Systems, L.P., was featured in a segment of the Larry
King series In View which aired October 14 on the Discovery Channel. The program
promoted CNG as a motor fuel in the United States and featured a new CNG station that
involved PEI distributor member George I. Reitz & Sons, Inc. The broadcast, without
Larry King’s introduction, can be viewed here.
The Minnesota Trucking Association held a summit October 17 in Brooklyn Center,
Minnesota, to promote the conversion of more truck fleets to natural gas.  


DEATHS
James M. Seymour, an equipment installer in Mableton, Georgia, died October 14 after
a hard fought battle with cancer. He was 79. Survivors include his wife, Shirley; a
daughter, Jenny Seymour of Mableton; and a son, Mike Seymour of Kennesaw, Georgia. 
David W. Fellin, former co-owner of King Manufacturing Corp., passed away peacefully
at his home in Lac Du Flambeau, Wisconsin, on July 29. After serving his country in the
U.S. Army, he began his career at King Manufacturing in the late 1960s designing service
stations and canopies. He was a co-owner of the company from 1992 until his retirement
in 2000. 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
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Honduras installation and construction firm. Inssyde, Col. Las Minitas casa No. 802,
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, has applied for service and construction division membership.
Hector G. Diaz Lara is CEO of the firm, which was established in 2003. The company
builds service stations, erects canopies and installs equipment. Sponsored for PEI
membership by Mainor Reyes, ReyesGas, Guatemala, Guatemala.


ADMITTED TO PEI


Zhejiang Jialong Mechanical Equipment Co., Ltd., Wenzhou City, Zhejiang, China
(aff)
Petroleum Specialties, Inc., Kernersville, NC (aff)
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CLEANUP NEWS
 
Demonstrations / Feasibility Studies
 
 
BIOSPARGING STUDY DEMONSTRATES METABOLIC AND COMETABOLIC
DEGRADATION OF BTEX AND PREVENTING MIGRATION ACROSS SITE
BOUNDARY
Rees, A.A.
Pacific Section AAPG, SEG and SEPM Joint Technical Conference, May 3-6, 2015, Oxnard,
California. American Association of Petroleum Geologists, Abstract # 90215, 2015


On-site LNAPL recovery at a site in California is nearing hydraulic endpoint, and remedial
focus has shifted from pumping product to groundwater remediation. The remedial approach
is to create an in situ reactive zone (IRZ) in groundwater to facilitate aerobic metabolic and
cometabolic biological activity to deplete the existing methane, degrade the hydrocarbons
(e.g., BTEX), and prevent off-site migration. A field study performed at a 50-ft by 50-ft area
along the site boundary comprised skid-mounted biosparging and SVE systems and a grid of
new biosparging, vapor extraction, and groundwater monitoring wells. The biosparging and
monitoring wells were installed into three distinct geological zones between 15-40 ft bgs that
exhibited a higher groundwater and contaminant flux. The biosparging system injected air into
the groundwater to enhance aerobic conditions and stimulate aerobic microbial activity. The
SVE system extracted air from the vadose zone to control potential volatilization. Within two
weeks of system startup, an IRZ formed perpendicular to groundwater flow and expanded over
the first 8 weeks of operation to at least 50 ft wide, indicated by elevated DO concentrations,
depletion of methane, and significant reductions in BTEX concentrations. Biosparging and
SVE were performed for a period of four months. A full-scale design is underway to prevent
cross-boundary LNAPL migration.


CHEMICAL OXIDATION PERFORMANCE IN HIGH TEMPERATURE, SALINE
GROUNDWATER IMPACTED WITH HYDROCARBONS
Kashir, M. and R. McGregor.
Remediation Journal, Vol 25 No 2, 55-70, 2015


Based on laboratory results, pilot-scale testing was carried out to evaluate the effectiveness of
chemical oxidation using nonactivated persulfate on a high-temperature saline petroleum
hydrocarbon plume at a Saudi Arabian field site. Roughly 1,750 kg of sodium persulfate was
delivered to the subsurface using a series of injection wells over three injection events. Results
indicated a decline in all the target compounds, with removal percentages varying between
86% for naphthalene and >99% for MTBE and TMB. BTEX compounds decreased on average
by 98%. Examination of the microbial population upgradient and downgradient of the ISCO
reactive zone following oxidation showed the presence of predominantly sulfate-reducing
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bacteria. Measurements indicated that the pH of the groundwater remained neutral following
the injections, while the oxidation-reduction potential remained anaerobic throughout the
injection zone with time. Nitrate concentrations decreased within the injection zone,
suggesting that the nitrate may have been consumed by denitrification reactions, whereas
sulfate concentrations increased as expected within the reactive zone, suggesting that the
persulfate produced sulfate. The generation of sulfate as a by-product was an added benefit, as
the sulfate could be utilized by the sulfate-reducing bacteria to biodegrade the remaining
hydrocarbons.
 
 
Research
 
 
USING MICROBIAL COMMUNITIES TO ASSESS ENVIRONMENTAL
CONTAMINATION
Yarris, L., Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory News Release, 2015


A multi-institutional team of more than 30 scientists has found that statistical analysis of DNA
from natural microbial communities can be used to identify environmental contaminants and
serve as quantitative geochemical biosensors. The study was sponsored by ENIGMA, a DOE
Office of Science program based at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. Results are
described in an Open Access paper, "Natural Bacterial Communities Serve as Quantitative
Geochemical Biosensors," published in mBio [6(3):e00326-15] at
http://mbio.asm.org/content/6/3/e00326-15.full. The researchers found that altered bacterial
communities encode a memory of prior contamination, even after the contaminants themselves
have been fully degraded. See additional information in the LBNL news release at
http://newscenter.lbl.gov/2015/05/12/using-microbial-communities-to-assess-environmental-
contamination/.


LONG-TERM EFFECTS OF NUTRIENT ADDITION AND PHYTOREMEDIATION
ON DIESEL AND CRUDE OIL CONTAMINATED SOILS IN SUBARCTIC ALASKA
Leewis, M.-C., C.M. Reynolds, and M.B. Leigh. Alaska Branch American Society for
Microbiology Meeting, May 30-31, 2014, Denali Nat'l Park, Murie Science Center, 2014


A long-term assessment of phytoremediation in Alaska capitalized on a study established in
Fairbanks in 1995. The original study sought to determine how the introduction of plants
(Festuca rubra, Lolium multiflorum), nutrients, or their combination would affect degradation
of soil contaminated with crude oil or diesel over time. In the year following initial treatments,
the plots subjected to both planting and/or fertilization showed greater overall decreases in
TPH concentrations in the diesel and crude oil contaminated soils relative to untreated plots.
After 15 years without active site management, re-examination of the field site showed native
and non-native vegetation had colonized the site extensively, with more abundant vegetation
found on diesel-contaminated soils than on crude oil-contaminated soils, which were more
nutrient-poor, coarse, and acidic. TPH concentrations achieved regulatory cleanup levels in all
treatment groups, with lower TPH concentrations correlating with higher amounts of woody
vegetation (trees and shrubs). Bacterial community structure also varied according to the
originally applied treatments. This presentation was based on an Open Access journal paper
at http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3909700/.
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A CRITICAL EVALUATION OF MAGNETIC ACTIVATED CARBON'S
POTENTIAL FOR THE REMEDIATION OF SEDIMENT IMPACTED BY
POLYCYCLIC AROMATIC HYDROCARBONS
Han, Z., B. Sani , J. Akkanen, S. Abel, I. Nybom, H.K. Karapanagioti, and D. Werner.
Journal of Hazardous Materials, Vol 286, 41-47, 2015


This study explored the use of a coal-based magnetic activated carbon (MAC) for PAH
remediation. An 8.1% MAC amendment (w/w, equal to 5% AC content) was found to be as
effective as 5% (w/w) pristine AC in reducing aqueous PAHs by 98% within three months.
MAC recovery from sediment after three months was 77%. Incomplete MAC recovery had
both positive and negative effects. A slight rebound of aqueous PAH concentration was
observed following MAC recovery, but concentrations dropped again after six months, likely
due to the presence of the 23% unrecovered MAC. The 77% recovery of the 8.1% MAC dose,
however, was insufficient to reduce ecotoxic effects of fine-grained AC or MAC amendment
on the egestion rate, growth, and reproduction of the AC-sensitive species Lumbriculus
variegates.
 
General News
PHYTO: PRINCIPLES AND RESOURCES FOR SITE REMEDIATION AND
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Kirkwood, N. and K. Kennen.
Routledge, New York. ISBN: 978-0-415-81415-7, 346 pp, 2015


This text presents the concepts of phytoremediation and phytotechnology in one
comprehensive guide, illustrating the consideration of plants for the uptake, removal, or
mitigation of on-site pollutants. Current scientific case studies highlight the advantages and
limitations of plant-based cleanup. Typical contaminant groups found in the built environment
are explained, and plant lists for mitigation of specific contaminants are included where
applicable. This book addresses the benefits of phytotechnologies from a design point of view,
taking complex scientific terms and translating the research into an easy-to-understand
reference for those involved in creating planting solutions. This text presents the concept of
"phytobuffering," which is the creation of protective planting designs with preventive
phytotechnology abilities where future pollution might be expected. The authors guide the
reader through the process of selecting plants for their aesthetic and environmental qualities,
combined with their contaminant-removal benefits. Some of the ideas in the book are
illustrated by the authors in a "Phyto Practicum" course handout at
http://isites.harvard.edu/fs/docs/icb.topic1326493.files/Class%201-%20Part%201-
%20Phyto%20Introduction%20and%20Fundamentals.pdf. 


ENHANCED REDUCTIVE DECHLORINATION (ERD) DESIGN
CONSIDERATIONS
Durant, N., L. Smith, and W. Condit.
TM-NAVFAC-EXWC-EV-1501, 49 pp, 2015


ERD is a type of enhanced in situ bioremediation used to promote anaerobic biological
dechlorination of chlorinated solvents in the subsurface by both direct and cometabolic
degradation processes. ERD involves delivery into the subsurface of amendments
(biostimulation) and in some cases specialized bacteria (bioaugmentation) to stimulate specific
dechlorinating biodegradation reactions. This document was developed for the U.S. Navy to
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lay out a framework for ERD design submittals, including a summary of best practices for
bioremediation design, tips for appropriate QA/QC measures, and a listing of standards and
references. To be posted at http://clu-in.org/EXWC-EV-1501. 


IN SITU CHEMICAL OXIDATION DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS
Rosansky, S., D. Nair, and W. Condit.
TM-NAVFAC-EXWC-EV-1502, 42 pp, 2015


This document was developed for the U.S. Navy to provide a framework for in situ chemical
oxidation (ISCO) design submittals. It offers a summary of best practices for ISCO design,
appropriate QA/QC measures, and available standards and references. To be posted at
http://clu-in.org/EXWC-EV-1502.


 
 
 
 
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
Cleanup & Revitalization Division - MC5401P
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
Office: 703-603-7176
 
FOR FEDEX OR UPS DELIVERIES USE:
Two Potomac Yard (North Bldg, N6326)
2733 S. Crystal Drive
Arlington, VA 22202
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From: Mungin-Davis, Queenie
To: Burnell, Susan
Cc: Parker, Robin
Subject: RE: Arkansas-Oklahoma UST remediation
Date: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 4:20:10 PM


Hi Sue, I thought Robin got her Region back.
 
 
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
Cleanup & Revitalization Division - MC5401P
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
Office: 703-603-7176
 
FOR FEDEX OR UPS DELIVERIES USE:
Two Potomac Yard (North Bldg, N6326)
2733 S. Crystal Drive
Arlington, VA 22202
 
From: Parker, Robin 
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 9:55 AM
To: Burnell, Susan; Mungin-Davis, Queenie
Subject: FW: Arkansas-Oklahoma UST remediation
 
Thanks, Queenie!  Sue is actually working with R6 right now, and I think she is headed there soon. 
 
Sue, please see what Queenie shared below!
 
Robin Parker
Office of Underground Storage Tanks 
Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response 
US Environmental Protection Agency
Potomac Yard N-6336
Phone: 703-603-7149
parker.robin@epa.gov
 
 


From: Mungin-Davis, Queenie 
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 9:00 AM
To: Parker, Robin
Subject: FW: Arkansas-Oklahoma UST remediation
 
Robin your Region may be interested in this.
 
 
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
Cleanup & Revitalization Division - MC5401P
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1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
Office: 703-603-7176
 
FOR FEDEX OR UPS DELIVERIES USE:
Two Potomac Yard (North Bldg, N6326)
2733 S. Crystal Drive
Arlington, VA 22202
 
From: NECO [mailto:don@nativeeco.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 7:12 AM
To: Mungin-Davis, Queenie
Subject: Arkansas-Oklahoma UST remediation
 
Good morning Queenie,
 
I would like to introduce our state approved UST remediation technology to the EPA Region 6
UST remediation program.  We are cost effective and as you will see, extremely efficient with
zero impact on the environment.  I have contacted all of the appropriate state agencies and
have begun to contact and inform all of their respective licensed consultants.  Having the
Regional EPA review this documentation would be helpful in getting this technology to the
appropriate decision makers.
 
Please take a look at our most recent Oil Spill Eater II [OSE II] [on the EPA’s NCP
list] results from protocols approved by the Missouri Department of Natural
Resources [MDNR] and the Missouri Petroleum Storage Tank Insurance Fund [PSTIF]. We
have also been approved by the Montana Department Of Environmental Quality [MDEQ] for
contaminated underground storage tank bioremediation at Malmstrom AFB Missile Alert
Facility [MDEQ]. In addition, the State of Florida has approved the application of OSE II: The
Bureau of Petroleum Storage Systems hereby accepts Oil Spill Eater II (OSE
II) for the remediation of petroleum and other suitable contaminants in
groundwater and soil, in situ and ex situ. OSE II is a multi-enzyme liquid
nutrient. It is listed on the United States Environmental Protection Agency’s
National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP). In
the presence of water, it will cause hydrocarbons and other organic
contaminants to rapidly decompose, thereby setting the stage for their
biodegradation to carbon dioxide and water. Enclosure 1 is a voucher for a
confidential disclosure of the proprietary ingredients submitted by Oil Spill
Eater International Corporation to the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection.
All approval letters are available upon request.
 
As you know, underground water contamination is some of the toughest contaminant
remediation for any contractor, yet using only Oil Spill Eater II injections our US Coast Guard
Certified OSRO contractor achieved the results below in 20 days.  We have also just received
similar results in Montana on a site approved by Montana DEQ and located on two separate
strategic Air Force Base contaminated sites.
 
In a project (protocols) approved by the Missouri Department of Natural Resources and
the Missouri Petroleum Storage Tank Insurance Fund, we were tasked with cleaning up their
toughest project first (MW-II).  This contaminated underground storage tank underground
water remediation had been on the books for 6 years with all other attempts to remediate being
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unsuccessful.  With the OSRO Certified Contractor controlling the implementation and
subsequent testing of the OSEI protocols for use of Oil Spill Eater II in an underground water
contamination setting, we received these results in ONLY a twenty (20) day post OSE II
injection.
 
Of significance is the rapid growth of indigenous oil eating bacteria (microbes) simply
using OSE II.  All injections and testing were under the control of the on site Oil Spill
Recovery Organization (OSRO)
 
OSE II’s job is to efficiently grow oil eating bacteria in the shortest time possible. In one of
the toughest wells in Missouri and after our contractor strictly followed the OSEI protocols,
we received these significant bioremediation results in 20 DAYS.
 
Microbial Plate Count in MW (monitoring well)-11 
increased from 420 cfu/mL (Aug 14, 2015) to 142,000,000
cfu/mL (Sep 3, 2015).
 
Contaminant decreases within a 20 day post Oil Spill Eater II injection:
 
MW-11
Benzene decreased from 12 mg/L to 1.09 mg/L 
Toluene decreased from 2.3 mg/L to 0.25 mg/L
Naphthalene decreased from 1.7 mg/L to 0.10 mg/L
MTBE decreased from 8.2 mg/L to 1.7 mg/L
Xylene decreased from 4.7 mg/L to 1.4 mg/L
TPH-GRO decreased from 16 mg/L to 4.9 mg/L
 
 
Best regards,
Don


 Don Gregory
   Native Eco, LLC.
   A Native American Owned Corporation
   Oil Spill Eater II Mid South Distributor          
   501-617-2521 
   Email: don@nativeeco.com
   Web: www.nativeeco.org
   Manufacturer’s web: www.osei.us
P  Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail
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From: White, Hal
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: Re: MTBE FOIA
Date: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 12:27:01 PM


Mark--
Lest you feel underappreciated, I am impressed with your tech-savviness in being able to upload a photo from your phone to EPA email. You are now in the upper echelons of OUST techno-weenies!
Congratulations.


Hal White
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Mail Code: 5401R
Washington, DC 20460
202-564-0579


From: Barolo, Mark
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 12:13 PM
To: White, Hal
Subject: Re: MTBE FOIA
 
Thanks Hal. For some reason my computer won't open the file.  I tried a couple times.  I took a picture of the error message (attached) in case you can understand it better than I can. Thanks 


Sent from my iPhone


On Feb 23, 2016, at 9:54 AM, White, Hal <White.Hal@epa.gov> wrote:


Mark--
While much of the attached file (prepared in 2002 for GAO, but I don't know what the final resolution was) doesn't relate specifically to the subject, it may have some useful nuggets
(perhaps if only for context/background).


Hal White
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Mail Code: 5401R
Washington, DC 20460
202-564-0579
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From: Barolo, Mark
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 8:19 AM
To: White, Hal
Subject: FW: MTBE FOIA
 
I just added a conf line to the meeting invite.  I used 7165 because 7173 was taken at that time.
 
Thanks
 
-----Original Appointment-----
From: White, Hal 
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 6:08 AM
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: Accepted: MTBE FOIA
When: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 9:00 AM-10:00 AM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: DCRoomRRB71102/Ronald-Reagan-Building - Texas conf room
 
Mark—
Is the call in number the same as for staff meetings (703-603-7173 )?
Hal


<gao_mtbe_hal.wpd>








From: PEI TulsaLetter
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: TulsaLetter for November 10, 2015
Date: Tuesday, November 10, 2015 1:10:23 PM


Here's the TulsaLetter for Timothy R. Smith.


 
November 10, 2015 | Vol. 65, No. 21
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Dear PEI Member:


A record 404 people attended Integer Research’s 8th Annual DEF
Forum held recently at McCormick Place in Chicago. Here are
some of the takeaways concerning diesel exhaust fluid (DEF)
from the presentations and conversations at the conference and
at the PEI convention held last month in Las Vegas.


Selective catalytic reduction (SCR) technology remains the
core NOx control technology supported by DEF.
DEF is alive and well in North America (U.S. and Canada).
DEF consumption in North America is expected to reach
522 million gallons in 2015. Industry researchers look for
DEF consumption to exceed 1 billion gallons in 3-4 years.
While SCR will continue to equip the majority of medium-
and heavy-duty trucks in North America, the development
of natural gas engines could lower these figures.
Robust Class 4-8 truck sales are the key driver to rising
DEF consumption, with over 100,000 vehicles sold each
quarter for the past five quarters. Class 4-8 sales in North
America are expected to surpass the 500,000
vehicles/year mark in 2019. Over one million Class 8
power units have been delivered in North America since
June 2010.   
Heavy-duty vehicles lead the way in terms of DEF
consumption (74 percent), followed by off-highway
vehicles (14 percent), marine diesel (7 percent) and
locomotive diesel (4 percent). Passenger vehicle usage
accounts for just a sliver of North American DEF
consumption, and nobody we talked with at the conference
believes that DEF will be sold to consumers at the retail
pump any time soon, except at truck stops and travel
plazas.
Business for U.S. manufacturers of DEF storage, metering
and dispensing equipment continues to be strong in North
America and select international markets such as China,
Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Turkey and Russia. That
said, the strong dollar has hurt some international sales.
Prices for urea, the key substrate for DEF production, are
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following energy prices and are down internationally as the
market becomes more competitive. Urea producer margins
have weakened in 2015, despite lower input costs, as
supply continues to outweigh demand in international
markets.
Acceptance of PEI’s Recommended Practices for the
Storage and Dispensing of Diesel Exhaust Fluid
(PEI/RP1100) is stronger than ever following the October
2015 release (www.pei.org/rp1100) of the document’s
first revision since its original publication in 2010. 
The International Organization for Standardization (ISO) is
a non-governmental standard-setting body. The high
quality urea solution AUS 32 is defined by ISO 22241
specification “Diesel engines – NOx reducing agent AUS
32.” The 2008 edition of ISO 22241 is currently being
revised, with Part 1 (quality requirements) and Part 3
(handling, transportation and storage) already completed.
Work on Part 4 (refilling interface) is about to begin. The
status of Part 2 (testing) is not clear. Whether the
documents will be released separately or after all four
parts are completed is also uncertain.    
Many PEI distributors remain uncomfortable with selling
equipment to the DEF market and continue to underserve
those customers.


PEI MEMBERS ACQUIRED
Crompco LLC, Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania, has acquired Quality Nozzle Co.,
Bethel, Connecticut. Following the acquisition, Crompco will change Quality Nozzle’s
name to Quality Petro Services. Brian Ripley, vice president of marketing for Quality
Nozzle, will remain with Crompco as director of customer development.
State Bank and Trust Company, a wholly owned subsidiary of State Bank Financial
Corporation, announced October 20 that it had purchased the equipment finance
origination platform of Patriot Capital Corporation. Chris Santy, founder and president
of Patriot Capital Corporation, will join State Bank as president of the newly created
Patriot Finance Division.


BRIEFLY NOTED
Chris Newton has notified the board of directors of the Texas Food & Fuel
Association of his intent to resign as president of that organization effective December
31, 2015. Newton has accepted an offer from the Texas Apartment Association to
become its new executive vice president. Rick Golman, chairman of Texas Food & Fuel
Association, will meet soon with the association’s members to form a transition team to
guide the search for a new president.
Tait Environmental Services, Inc., Santa Ana, California, has promoted Dennis
Tweedy to national accounts director. He was previously senior project manager with
Tait.
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has sent its final rule establishing the
renewable fuel volume obligations under the Renewable Fuel Standard for 2014, 2015
and 2016 to the White House Office of Management and Budget for review. This is the
final step before the rule is released. EPA is under a court-ordered deadline to issue the
final rule by November 30, 2015.
World Fuel Services has purchased 100 percent of the equity securities of Pester
Marketing and its wholly owned subsidiaries, Alta Fuels and Alta Transportation, which
include 57 convenience stores.
CST Brands Inc. has entered into an exclusivity agreement to finalize the terms of the
definite agreement for CST to acquire 100 percent of the outstanding shares of Flash
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Foods Inc. and certain related entities in Georgia and Florida from the Jones Co. The
acquisition would include 164 convenience stores in Georgia and Florida.
Hess Corp. will pay $4.4 million to Massachusetts to settle claims related to
payments the company received from a state fund established to expedite the cleanup of
petroleum spills from underground storage tanks (USTs). The claims related to
reimbursement obtained from the UST fund to cleanup projects at dozens of gasoline
stations throughout the state. The settlement resolves an issue from the 1990s between
Massachusetts and Merit Oil, a gas station operator that was later acquired by Hess.  
Flyers Energy LLC has completed the acquisition of Southern California lubricants and
fuels distributor SKS Oil. The purchase included three bulk plants and 13 commercial
fueling sites. 
“A coalition of federal and Vermont agencies, non-profit groups, and businesses is
now working to educate gas station and convenience store owners about their
responsibilities under the ADA and Vermont’s Public Accommodations Act.”—The Herald
of Randolph.
A La Salle County Circuit Court entered a Judgment Order against Alpine
International, Inc., a dissolved Illinois corporation, for $504,000 and against Ghulam
Murtaza for $52,500. The order came in response to the defendants’ failure to remove
abandoned petroleum USTs at a closed gasoline station, along with other violations of the
Illinois Gasoline Storage Act. 
Town Star Holdings LLC has purchased five convenience stores in Florida from
RaceTrac Petroleum.


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Honduras distributor. COINS, S.A., Jardines del Valle, 1 Etapa, 3 Calle, Pedro Sula,
Cortes 504, Honduras has applied for distributor division membership. Alberto Diaz is
CEO of the firm, which was established in 2014. COINS provides equipment and repair
services for retail gasoline stations, transports and industrial facilities. The company
represents BareDev, Catlow, EmcoWheatn, Flexrite, MCarderInd, Natl-Spncr and
Pneumrcatr. Sponsored for PEI membership by David Fiala, FMGLLC, Maitland, FL.
Mexico distributor. Petroland S.A. de C.V., J. P. Sarte 1516-15, Monterrey, Nuevo Leon
64630, Mexico has applied for distributor division membership. Luis Carlos Gonzalez is
general manager for the firm, which was established in 2014. The company supplies
equipment to gasoline stations in Mexico and represents BareDev, Catlow, EmcoWheatn,
Flexrite, HoseMaster, Natl-Spncr, Pneumrcatr and PtrCntmt. Sponsored for PEI
membership by David Fiala, FMGLLC, Maitland, FL. www.petrolandmx.com 
Surge suppression provider. Surge Suppression of Georgia Inc., P. O. Box 6057,
Sandersville, Georgia 31082, has applied for affiliate division membership. Jeremy L.
Garrett is sales and marketing manager for the firm, which was established in 2001.
Surge Suppression of Georgia specializes in providing complete surge suppression
packages for convenience stores and fleet fueling systems. Sponsored for PEI
membership by Gene Pope, PopeAscs, Tampa, FL. www.ssiofgeorgia.com 
Texas repair and service company. AllTex Fueling Solutions, 8500 Commerce Park
Drive, Suite 108, Houston, Texas 77036, has applied for service and construction division
membership. Abid Momin is purchasing manager for the firm, which was established in
2013. The company repairs equipment at service stations and convenience stores.
Sponsored for PEI membership by Rod Smith, FreedomElec, Kennesaw, GA.


ADMITTED TO PEI


Bush Distributing LLC, Paramus, NJ (dis)
Comadosa, S.A. de C.V., Puebla, Mexico (dis)
Industrial Fuel Systems, Atlantic, IA (mfr)
Intermountain Truck Rebuilders, Ogden UT (aff)
Paul and Associates, Inc., Montclair, CA (aff)
Calcraft Corporation, Rialto, CA (S&C)
Prism Design & Construction, Wasilla, AK (S&C)



http://www.petrolandmx.com/

http://www.ssiofgeorgia.com/





WCC Tank Technology, Inc., Wallkill, NY (S&C)
Job Olufemi Akintan, Joaks-Link, Okuta Ogun, Nigeria (O&E)
Roberto Lopez, V Energy, La Vega, Dominican Republic (O&E)
Paul Mason, Mason’s Shell, Quincy, MA (O&E)
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From: White, Hal
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: Re: MTBE FOIA
Date: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 12:24:00 PM
Attachments: gao_mtbe_hal.pdf


Mark--
That's because the file is a "wpd" (an old Word Perfect file) not a "PDF"; though this leads to a more disturbing question which is "why did your computer not launch Word and convert the file?" (as
mine did) and "Why did your computer try to open it as a PDF?"
Anyway, attached is a PDF I created just now so that you can take a look.


Hal White
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Mail Code: 5401R
Washington, DC 20460
202-564-0579


From: Barolo, Mark
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 12:13 PM
To: White, Hal
Subject: Re: MTBE FOIA
 
Thanks Hal. For some reason my computer won't open the file.  I tried a couple times.  I took a picture of the error message (attached) in case you can understand it better than I can. Thanks 


Sent from my iPhone


On Feb 23, 2016, at 9:54 AM, White, Hal <White.Hal@epa.gov> wrote:


Mark--
While much of the attached file (prepared in 2002 for GAO, but I don't know what the final resolution was) doesn't relate specifically to the subject, it may have some useful nuggets
(perhaps if only for context/background).


Hal White
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Mail Code: 5401R
Washington, DC 20460
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OUST Questions 



 



Status of Cleanups: 



 



1. The Corrective Action Measures (CAM) reports show confirmed releases and cleanups 



initiated.  Does the difference between these 2 numbers represent “confirmed releases for 



which cleanups have not been initiated”? 



2. Are the data reported by the states for the CAM reports believed to be reasonably 



accurate?  Is there any reason to believe that data are underreported? 



a. What is the basis for the data reported by the states?   



b. What might account for the large number of cleanups not yet started in some 



states (FL and IL)? 



c. What might account for apparent decreases in data in some states?  (MD, for 



example reported 14,507 confirmed releases as of 9/30/00 compared to 11,448 a 



year later.  Cumulative numbers should be increasing, not decreasing.) 



d. Has any analysis or investigation been done as to why some states have more un-



initiated cleanups than others? 



3. If we rely on the CAM reports for the number of releases, are we missing anything?  (Are 



there any releases that would not be captured by the CAM data?) 



 



 



Trust Fund data 



 



1. We understand that, in general, states get about 85% of the annual LUST appropriation 



(which has been running at about $70 million/year).  For the past 3 fiscal years, 



specifically (1) how much was appropriated, (2) how much was retained by EPA, and (3) 



how much was given to each of the individual states? 



a. What is the specific basis for distributing the money among the states? 



2. What data is available regarding how states have actually spent their LUST trust fund 



money?  (Administration vs. Monitoring vs. Cleanup) 



3. Is any data available on the TOTAL spent on cleanups?  (Federal LUST money, State 



money, and Responsible Party money) 



4. Do you have any data on the extent to which states may be using Clean Water or 



Drinking Water revolving funds to clean up UST leaks or MTBE contamination?   



5. In addition to the federal LUST program, how many states have other cleanup funding 



mechanisms?  (E.g. Illinois) 



 



 



MTBE Links to Tanks 



 



1. In 2000, EPA funded a study by the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control 



Commission on the 50 states’ experiences with MTBE contamination at LUST sites.  Do 



you have any comments on this study?   



 



This study is the first (and only known) attempt to develop a comprehensive picture of 



the magnitude of the MTBE (and other oxygenates) problem.  Responses were received 











from all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and Guam. With so many 



different entities responding, it is understandable that responses to questions could be 



answered in different ways (e.g., absolute numbers versus ranges or percentages) and 



that, while the responses in each case are valid, it is often difficult (or impossible) to 



make direct comparisons or even to arrive at a simple total number.  As with many 



surveys, much can be learned from the responses such that a better questionnaire can be 



developed for a followup survey. It is important to remember that this study was 



completed in September 2000 and answers to similar questions would be different today. 



Nonetheless, some of the more interesting findings of this survey include: 



 



 MTBE contamination is present even in states which have never been required to 



use RFG or oxyfuel (e.g, Kansas, where 85+ % of UST releases have MTBE 



contamination) 



 Thirty-eight states have action levels, cleanup levels, or drinking water standards 



for MTBE. These levels range from 12 to 5,000 ppb for groundwater and from 5 



to 20,000 ppb for soil. 



 Twenty five states said they have sites where MTBE has been detected in soil or 



groundwater, but where no release has been documented (e.g., though a leak 



detection method). 



 Several states indicated that they have sites with MTBE contamination from fuels 



other than gasoline (e.g, as heating oil, kerosene, jet fuels, used oil, and diesel). 



Heating oil is the most commonly cited of these other fuels. 



 The overwhelming majority of states indicated that they never analyze for any 



oxygenate other than MTBE. 



 



Results of the survey are available on NEIWPCC’s web site at: 



http://www.neiwpcc.org/mtbemain.html 



 



a. Have there been any other similar studies? None are known. However, several 



states have conducted comprehensive studies within their boundaries. Many of 



these studies are accessible on state web sites.  OUST maintains a list of these 



state reports (with links to them) at: 



http://www.epa.gov/swerust1/mtbe/mtbestat.htm 



 



2. As of 9/30/2001, CAM reports show that there were about 39,000 confirmed releases for 



which cleanups had not been initiated.  Is anything known relative to whether these 



releases pose an MTBE contamination danger (to water supplies, ground water, etc.)?  



 



Presumably state programs would have at least some information (e.g., report of nature of 



the release, perhaps even preliminary site investigation data) on the release in order to 



classify it as “confirmed”, but whether or not this information includes data on MTBE (or 



other oxygenates) is unknown. 



 



3. Is there any data or studies relative to the MTBE contamination threat posed by closed 



tanks? 



 











Federal regulations (40 CFR 280.7(c), 280.71(c), 280.72, and in some cases 280.73) 



require that a site assessment be conducted when a tank is “closed”. Whether or not a 



specific assessment report contains information on MTBE depends on whether or not the 



state requires soil and groundwater samples to be analyzed for MTBE. While over half 



the states have requirements to analyze for MTBE (and other oxygenates) often this is a 



site-specific decision.  According to the NEIWPCC survey (see #1 above), twelve states 



report that they have reopened previously closed LUST sites because of post-closure 



detection of MTBE. At one time California estimated that as many as 10,000 sites might 



have to be reopened. 



 



4. We have data on which states are required to use reformulated gasoline.  Of these states, 



which ones are using MTBE?   



 



Unknown. However, MTBE contamination as the result of UST releases has been found 



Nationwide without regard to whether or not a state had a requirement to use either RFG 



or oxyfuel.  There are three primary reasons for this: (1) MTBE has been used since the 



late 1970s as an octane-enhancer, (2) gasoline is a fungible commodity, which means that 



as long as the basic formulation meets certain performance specifications, it may be 



shipped to, and used, anywhere that the basic formulation is required, not just RFG or 



oxyfuel areas, and (3) trace amounts of MTBE residue in the fuel transport system (e.g., 



tanks, pipelines, trucks) may “contaminate” other fuels with MTBE at levels that don’t 



necessarily cause adverse performance effects, but can result in significant levels of 



contamination. 



 



5. Do you have any data on the extent of private wells contaminated with MTBE?  How big 



is the problem?  What if anything is being done?  Is this a federal or state problem?  Etc. 



 



Based on the NEIWPCC survey (see #1 above), 24 states have reported that some private 



wells within the state are contaminated with MTBE. Maine reported approximately 400 



and New York reported nearly 1,000 with many of these on Long Island where 



groundwater is the only source of drinking water. Nationwide there are probably 



hundreds of thousands of impacted and potentially impacted private wells. Drinking 



water regulations are administered from a different department/branch/division and often 



a different agency altogether. But, because there is no MCL for MTBE, and other than for 



fecal coliform bacteria, no standards exist for drinking water from private wells, other 



than encouraging well owners to voluntarily test (and then treat if necessary or stop 



using) their well water, nothing can be done from the Federal level. 



 



6. EPA is supposed to be gathering data on MTBE contamination of selected drinking water 



supplies through its Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring program.  Is OUST involved in 



any way with this monitoring effort? 



 



No. There is no authority or mechanism for OUST to be involved. 



 



7. Is EPA working on any specific MTBE-related initiatives?  What research, if any, is 



going on? 











 



The Office of Air is leading the effort under TSCA to ban MTBE from gasoline used in 



the U.S. The Office of Water (OW) is working on developing a secondary standard for 



MBTE in drinking water, and as mentioned in question #6 above, OW is also 



implementing the Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule.  The Office of Research 



and Development (ORD) has several ongoing projects in the areas of remediation, 



assessment, and toxicology. OUST is involved in a joint project with the Office of Solid 



Waste/Organic Methods Program (OSW) and Technology Innovation Office (TIO) to 



validate an analytical method for MTBE (and other oxygenates), and OUST is leading a 



federal-state workgroup that will create a multi-chapter interim guidance for states on 



MTBE related issues. 



 



General 



 



1. Is MTBE more difficult to cleanup than non-MTBE gasoline? 



 



Yes.   



 



a. If so, what factors make it more difficult to clean? 



 



Although many of the same technologies that are effective on the hydrocarbon 



constituents of petroleum (e.g., BTEX) are also effective on MTBE, they are generally 



less so, and as a result a longer period of time (and hence increased costs) is required to 



achieve remediation objectives. For instance, carbon filtration is effective, but the carbon 



is exhausted much more quickly and must be replaced more often. And, while there is an 



increasing body of evidence that shows that MTBE does biodegrade (where it was once 



believe to be recalcitrant), it degrades much more slowly than BTEX in anaerobic 



environments, which are characteristic of most near-source UST releases. 



 



2. The basic question is just how big of a problem is MTBE?   



 



Unknown. But, the portion of problem that is known is still of significant magnitude. 



Several factors are at work here: many states are reluctant to fully investigate the 



magnitude of the problem; many of the investigations that have occurred have been 



inadequate both in terms of poor characterization of the release sites and use of 



inappropriate analytical methods; most of the well-studied MTBE plumes originated from 



pre-RFG (or oxyfuel) gasoline so there could be thousands of more concentrated MTBE 



plumes migrating as yet undetected toward drinking water wells. 



 



3. How difficult is it to detect MTBE?  Are the detection protocols adequate?   



 



MTBE has a few behavioral characteristics that make it difficult to detect. MTBE tends 



to move more rapidly through both soil and groundwater than does BTEX. MTBE 



appears to “dive” into the aquifer with increasing distance from the source (BTEX does 



this as well). An MTBE plume may detach from the source area and move downgradient 



as a separate slug (this can occur before the source is depleted in BTEX). In general, 











“detection” protocols are inadequate as practiced. It is becoming apparent that 



“conventional” site characterization methods are inadequate for MTBE (and even for 



BTEX to a large degree). Too often the primary consideration in site characterization is 



cost, and sufficiency of data (both in terms of quality and quantity) is secondary. 



Adequate site characterization requires a comprehensive three-dimensional investigation. 



While the tools and technologies are presently available, they are too seldom employed. 



 



4. What does the latest research show with regard to health risks associated with MTBE 



exposure?  Are there any examples of actual health impacts associated with MTBE 



exposure?   



 



ORD will be updating the IRIS file for MTBE.  An oral reference dose (RfD) 



and cancer assessment will be added to the IRIS database, and the existing 



inhalation RfC will be updated.  A draft is expected to be available for public 



review and comment by Spring 2002. 



 



When wintertime Oxyfuel was first introduced in CO and AK there were 



numerous complaints from people who were refueling their vehicles. 



Complaints included nausea, headache, and eye-nose-throat irritation. A 



study conducted by the Environmental Occupational Health Institute in NJ 



compared responses of two groups of people (one group of “sensitives” and the 



other the “control” group) to various mixtures of fuel and MTBE. The 



sensitive group reported more adverse effects than the control group. 



However, the study was unable to establish a basis for the effects. More 



recently, some of the children at an elementary school in Roselawn, IN, have 



been complaining of stomach aches and other ailments over the past year or 



so. It was only recently discovered that the school’s well was contaminated 



with MTBE at levels of several hundred ppb, which is substantially over the 



perceived taste and odor threshold. Newly discovered data shows that current 



concentrations are at least a couple times higher than the previous year 



which was still above the perceived taste and odor threshold. Finally, a man 



sent into a ship’s cargo tank to clean out residual MTBE died from exposure 



to the toxic fumes. 



 



 












202-564-0579


From: Barolo, Mark
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 8:19 AM
To: White, Hal
Subject: FW: MTBE FOIA
 
I just added a conf line to the meeting invite.  I used 7165 because 7173 was taken at that time.
 
Thanks
 
-----Original Appointment-----
From: White, Hal 
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 6:08 AM
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: Accepted: MTBE FOIA
When: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 9:00 AM-10:00 AM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: DCRoomRRB71102/Ronald-Reagan-Building - Texas conf room
 
Mark—
Is the call in number the same as for staff meetings (703-603-7173 )?
Hal


<gao_mtbe_hal.wpd>








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: U.S. ethanol expansion limited by "blend wall" -Vilsack
Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 7:40:41 AM


News Headline: U.S. ethanol expansion limited by 'blend wall' -Vilsack | 


Outlet Full Name: Reuters - Online
News Text: JOHNSTON, Iowa Nov 8 (Reuters) - Lower gasoline demand in the United States is slowing
ethanol expansion no matter how much the government mandates the grain-based additive be blended
into the nation's fuel supply, U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said on Friday. 


"We are bumping up against this thing called the 'blend wall,' where essentially there's no other place to
put the ethanol unless we have increased blend rates," Vilsack said during a taping of public television
program Iowa Press. 


The Environmental Protection Agency as early as next week is expected to propose reducing the so-
called Renewable Fuel Standard from its existing target of 18.15 billion gallons of biofuels for 2014 as
outlined in the current law. 


Oil refiners have lobbied the government to slash the mandate. They argue they cannot inject more than
the traditional 10 percent ethanol blend into gasoline without risking damage to car engines - the so-
called "blend wall" that Vilsack referenced in his remarks. 


The EPA has said fuel blends with as much as 15 percent ethanol, or E-15, are safe for vehicles made in
2001 or later. But few gas stations sell the higher blend outside of the Corn Belt. 


Better fuel efficiency in modern vehicles has also helped lead to an overall decline in gasoline demand. 


"I think EPA's got a difficult task because they are faced with the fact that those standards were set on the
premise that we as a country would consume more and more gasoline from year to year," Vilsack said.
"The reality is, with fuel efficient vehicles, we are consuming less (gasoline). So the assumption upon
which those numbers was based was incorrect." 


Vilsack is a former governor of Iowa, the No. 1 corn producing state. He said efforts by some U.S.
legislators to repeal the Renewable Fuel Standard "concerns me." 


Rather, the country should move to expand the distribution network of ethanol and promote its use in
aviation and marine fuel, Vilsack said. 


USDA, in the first supply and demand forecast since before last month's partial U.S. government
shutdown, on Friday boosted its estimate for the U.S. corn crop to a record 13.989 billion bushels. 


Use of corn in making ethanol was left unchanged at 4.9 billion bushels, USDA said.



mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=22D4FACCC849406CB979BC1DF70A220D-JUJOHNSO

mailto:OLEMOUSTEveryone@epa.gov

http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/11/08/usa-ethanol-idUSL2N0IT29520131108?feedName=rbssEnergyNews&feedType=RSS

mailto:?subject=News%20Forwarded:%20U.S.%20ethanol%20expansion%20limited%20by%20'blend%20wall'%20-Vilsack...&body=U.S.%20ethanol%20expansion%20limited%20by%20'blend%20wall'%20-Vilsack%0A11/11/2013%0AReuters%20-%20Online%0A%0AJOHNSTON,%20Iowa%20Nov%208%20(Reuters)%20-%20Lower%20gasoline%20demand%20in%20the%20United%20States%20is%20slowing%20ethanol%20expansion%20no%20matter%20how%20much%20the%20government%20mandates%20the%20grain-based%20additive%20be%20blended%20into%20the%20nation's%20fuel%20supply,%20U.S.%20Agriculture%20Secretary%20Tom%20Vilsack%20sa...%0A%0ALink:%20http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/11/08/usa-ethanol-idUSL2N0IT29520131108?feedName=rbssEnergyNews&feedType=RSS






From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: "Create value and demand" for ethanol, booster says
Date: Monday, April 14, 2014 2:38:58 PM


 
 
 
News Headline: 'Create value and demand' for ethanol, booster says | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Omaha World-Herald - Online
News Text: U.S. ethanol producers need to excite consumers with the prospect of lower motor-fuel
prices and appeal to carmakers who are required to improve their output of fuel-efficient vehicles if
they plan to hold on to the gains they have made in the past decade, one of the industry's top
experts said in Omaha.
 
“Ethanol production and use is at an all-time high,” said Douglas Durante, executive director of the
Clean Fuels Development Coalition. “Yet we are under relentless attack all the time from animal
feeders, the petroleum guys, the marine industry.”
 
Durante was the keynote speaker Thursday at the Nebraska Ethanol Board's Emerging Issues Forum
— running through noon today at the Magnolia Hotel — which has attracted people from
throughout the industry, including producers, farmers and executives from ag cooperatives.
 
The key to ethanol prosperity, Durante said, is to not rely on the federal mandates for how much
ethanol must be blended with the nation's motor-fuel supply. That mandate, known as the
Renewable Fuel Standard, is adjusted every year by the Environmental Protection Agency; last year
the EPA proposed cutting the ethanol part of the standard by 9 percent, to 13.1 billion gallons. A
final decision is expected in June.
 
Durante said automakers are a natural ally. Chrysler, Ford and General Motors in the past two years
have said manufacturing more ethanol-fueled vehicles is key to helping them comply with tighter
emissions regulations.
 
“Here is our value,” Durante said. “We need to create value and demand, not rely on some number
the EPA comes up with.”
 
Even then, a major problem would remain, Durante acknowledged, referring to the “blend wall.”
That is the point at which blends of gasoline and ethanol with more than 10 percent ethanol, such as
E15 and E85, are required to fit all of the government-mandated ethanol into U.S. vehicles. With no
more space in gas tanks, the EPA proposed cutting the ethanol mandate.
 
“The realities of the blend wall are serious,” Durante said.
 
The industry, he said, has to champion higher blends of ethanol. Eight years ago, Durante himself
was advocating E15, which is not now readily available, he said, much less the E30 and E85 blends
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that will eventually be required to sustain the industry's growth.
 
Steve Bleyl, marketing manager for Omaha-based ethanol producer Green Plains Renewable Energy,
acknowledged during his presentation that ethanolized gasolines haven't caught on everywhere.
 
Some people think ethanol is an indirect subsidy for corn farmers, he said, while others view it as
damaging to engines and the reason food prices are higher, as corn in the main ingredient.
 
Such views are a major bone of contention. Ethanol critics — the petroleum industry, some animal
husbandry industries, small-engine users and corn customers such as food processors and
restaurants — frequently mention such drawbacks.
 
The ethanol industry has counter-arguments to all of them.
 
But in some cases the preference for clear gasoline is cultural. In Oklahoma — oil country — people
will pay about 27 cents more per gallon for clear gasoline, Bleyl said. Convenience store fuel buyers,
he said, get phone calls from customers asking for more clear gas, not more ethanol.
 
People in Nebraska and Iowa, Bleyl said, should be as loyal to their native fuel, ethanol, as people in
oil-producing states are to theirs. That motorists in the largest ethanol-producing states don't show
the same preference for their homegrown fuel as those in oil states is mind-boggling, Bleyl said.
 
“Come on,” he said. “This is the home team.”








From: Mungin-Davis, Queenie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Technology Innovation News Survey Entries for November 16-30, 2014 - CLEANUP NEWS
Date: Thursday, January 08, 2015 5:24:30 PM


Cleanup News
 
 
FULL-SCALE IMPLEMENTATION OF IN-SITU CHEMICAL OXIDATION PERSULFATE INJECTION
Leu, J., J. Lin, M. Morales, and S. Ferris. IPEC 2014: 21st Annual International Petroleum Environmental
Conference, 13-16 October 2014, Houston, Texas. 35 slides, 2014 


For a site where TPH and BTEX contaminated the groundwater, treatment via persulfate injection was
conducted using 12 direct-push injection boreholes, including six angled boreholes and four performance
monitoring wells. Based on treatability study results, an average of 1,400 gallons of 10% sodium
persulfate solution (33 g/L) was injected into each borehole at an average flow rate of 2.5 gpm.
Geotechnical monitoring for settlement was conducted to ensure nearby residence integrity during the
injection event. The existing 3-gpm groundwater extraction and treatment system was restarted three
months after persulfate injection to capture TDS and sulfate detected in transition wells. Average GRO
and DRO concentrations in the plume decreased from 3,500 and 3,700 µg/L to 170 and 1,400 µg/L,
respectively, within six months.
http://ipec.utulsa.edu/Conf2014/Full_Manuscripts_Presentations_Speech/Leau.pdf


AN IN SITU BIOREACTOR FOR TREATMENT OF GROUNDWATER IMPACTED BY PETROLEUM
HYDROCARBONS
Sublette, K.L., E. Raes, and K.C. Clark. IPEC 2014: 21st Annual International Petroleum Environmental
Conference, 13-16 October 2014, Houston, Texas. 31 slides, 2014 


An in-well bioreactor can enhance natural attenuation processes by stimulating microbial growth that
degrades contaminants. This particular approach builds on existing Bio-Sep™ bead technology, which
currently is used commercially as a forensic tool for characterizing subsurface microbial ecology. Bio-Sep
beads provide a substrate that can be colonized rapidly by active members of the microbial community,
thus concentrating the indigenous degraders. Oxygen and nutrients also are delivered to the bioreactor
to maintain conditions favorable for growth and reproduction. The contaminated groundwater is treated
as it circulates through the bed of beads. Groundwater moving through the system also transports
degraders released from beads away from the bioreactor, increasing biodegradation rates in the aquifer.
An in-well bioreactor system was installed at the site of a fuel oil spill and operated continuously with
monthly sampling events to monitor progress. The results of this case study are presented.
http://ipec.utulsa.edu/Conf2014/Full_Manuscripts_Presentations_Speech/Sublette_InSitu_Bioreactor.pdf


IN-SITU CHEMICAL OXIDATION: FROM PILOT STUDY TO FULL-SCALE IMPLEMENTATION
Lin, J., J. Leu, and M. Morales. IPEC 2014: 21st Annual International Petroleum Environmental
Conference, 13-16 October 2014, Houston, Texas. 39 slides, 2014 


An ozone sparge pilot study conducted to address TPH and BTEX concentrations in groundwater indicated
97% destruction of TPH and attenuation of by-products [Cr(VI) and bromate] to baseline concentrations
after three months. The system sparged one well at a time sequentially. Pilot results indicated the
optimum sparging interval to be 60 minutes per well to minimize off-gassing and maximize the radius of
influence (20 ft). The full-scale ozone sparging system consisted of a 27-ppd ozone unit, six sparge wells,
and eight performance monitoring wells. At a flow rate of 7 cfm and 20 psi pressure, the ozone unit
sparged each well sequentially for 60 minutes. Two sparge wells were injected with oxygen instead of
ozone to avoid corrosion of a nearby underground pipeline. An idle SVE unit with 12 in-Hg vacuum
pressure and 1,000 cfm flow rate was restarted to collect VOC off-gas. After eight months of operation,
concentrations of GRO (3,500 µg/L) and DRO (5,600 µg/L) declined to 160 and 2,400 µg/L, respectively.
http://ipec.utulsa.edu/Conf2014/Full_Manuscripts_Presentations_Speech/Lin.pdf


CONQUERING A BUSY INTERSECTION TO INSTALL HORIZONTAL REMEDIATION WELLS AND
PROTECT INDOOR AIR
Sequino, M., IPEC 2014: 21st Annual International Petroleum Environmental Conference, 13-16 October
2014, Houston, Texas. 12 slides, 2014 


A petroleum plume emanating from an automotive service shop at a street corner just half a block from
the Governor's mansion in Tallahassee, Florida, migrated diagonally across the intersection, inhibiting
access to the plume through vertical wells. The plume became wider downgradient as it crossed under
the intersection, and curved pathways through multiple buried utility lines were needed for the
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directional-drilled horizontal well pairs to achieve plume coverage. Downhole sound-locating equipment
with continuous calculation of wellbore depths and topographic survey points of the uneven ground
surface was used for well placement. Four horizontal air sparge (AS) wells were placed along the top of a
clay aquitard unit, with horizontal soil vapor extraction wells placed with the companion AS well for total
vapor recovery. The most challenging aspect of the project—the resistance of commercial property
owners across the intersection to allow excavation of exit pits in their front or back lawns—was overcome
by installing blind horizontal wells constructed of 4-in HDPE without exit points at the far side of the
intersection. System operation achieved 70% removal of BTEX and MTBE within 9
months.http://ipec.utulsa.edu/Conf2014/Full_Manuscripts_Presentations_Speech/Sequino_Conquering.pdf
 
FREE PRODUCT RECOVERY THROUGH HORIZONTAL WELLS
Collins, A., IPEC 2014: 21st Annual International Petroleum Environmental Conference, 13-16 October
2014, Houston, Texas. 32 slides, 2014 


When the Marine Corps Air Station at Cherry Point, North Carolina, began environmental cleanup
activities, a large plume of free product (aviation fuels) under the active aircraft maintenance building
presented one of the more challenging projects. Maintenance building operations had to continue 24/7
without disruption. A system of horizontal wells was proposed to minimize disturbance to operations and
maximize contact with the plume. The remedial design included three horizontal wells that intersected
the plume through long screened intervals. Hydrophobic pumps were installed to pump free product to a
treatment center adjacent to the building. The recovered product was pumped out periodically and
recycled. The system was highly effective in removing free product and ultimately was recognized by
DoD as a free product recovery system of the year.
http://ipec.utulsa.edu/Conf2014/Full_Manuscripts_Presentations_Speech/Collins.pdf
 
 
Research
 
NEW METHODS TO ASSESS AND SUPPORT MONITORING NATURAL SOURCE ZONE DEPLETION
Goodwin, D., T. Palaia, E. Porter, A. Jimmo, and D. Bye.
RemTech 2014: Remediation Technologies Symposium 2014, 37 slides, 2014


Two new methods are available to monitor and assess natural attenuation of petroleum hydrocarbon
LNAPL source zones, a process referred to as natural source zone depletion (NSZD). The methods—the
LICOR soil flux system and E-Flux CO2 traps—are derived from nearly a decade of university research
and currently are being used to estimate NSZD on several sites in Canada. This presentation discusses
the results of deployment of the new methods at a natural gas wellhead site in Alberta and provides
practical information on use, costs, advantages, disadvantages, and application in estimating the NSZD
rate at the site.
Slides: http://www.esaa-events.com/proceedings/remtech/2014/pdf/14-Goodwin.pdf
Longer abstract: http://www.esaa-events.com/remtech2014/2014abstracts/Abstract%2046.pdf


MEASURING VAPOR INTRUSION TO ESTIMATE UNDERGROUND CONTAMINATION
Superfund Research Program Research Brief 238, 2 pp, 2014


Scientists from the Brown University Superfund Research Program have taken a step toward providing a
simpler accurate screening method to determine whether chemicals in underground sources are seeping
into buildings and contaminating indoor air. The researchers developed 3-D process models, basically
numerical equations, to predict the concentrations of vapors that enter indoor environments. Published in
a series of three papers, results from the process models are consistent with advanced computer
modeling techniques. Paper 1 describes a method that allows prediction of the sub-slab vapor
concentration profile beneath a building's foundation for various source configurations, given inputs of
building dimension and source depth. Paper 2 provides an additional equation that can be used to
estimate concentrations of contaminants beneath a building from measurements performed at a distance,
which is less intrusive to occupants. Paper 3 presents a model that can be used to identify buildings at
risk for petroleum vapor intrusion and to estimate the distance from a petroleum contaminant source
that needs to be screened, given a particular sub-slab concentration for a compound of concern.
http://tools.niehs.nih.gov/srp/researchbriefs/view.cfm?Brief_ID=238
 
 
CHARACTERIZATION OF NATURAL BIODEGRADATION USING BENZENE CARBON ISOTOPES
AND GEOCHEMICAL LINES OF EVIDENCE
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Ulrich, G. and P. Feshbach-Meriney. IPEC 2014: 21st Annual International Petroleum Environmental
Conference, 13-16 October 2014, Houston, Texas. 22 slides, 2014


A monitored natural attenuation sampling program that included benzene carbon isotope analyses was
used to evaluate the natural attenuation of petroleum hydrocarbons (including benzene) in shallow
groundwater at a petroleum storage facility. Natural benzene biodegradation based on isotopically
heavier carbon of benzene is in general associated with decreased benzene concentrations, increased
electron acceptor concentrations, and decreased concentrations of biodegradation end products, including
dissolved methane and ferrous iron. This typically is observed outside of areas containing LNAPL. Within
the LNAPL areas, decreased electron acceptor concentrations (including sulfate) appear to reduce natural
benzene biodegradation and attenuation.
http://ipec.utulsa.edu/Conf2014/Full_Manuscripts_Presentations_Speech/Ulrich.pdf
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From: Burnell, Susan
To: Mungin-Davis, Queenie
Subject: RE: Arkansas-Oklahoma UST remediation
Date: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 9:18:00 AM


Thanks
 
Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave (5401P)
Washington DC  20460
703-603-9231
 


From: Mungin-Davis, Queenie 
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 4:29 PM
To: Burnell, Susan
Subject: RE: Arkansas-Oklahoma UST remediation
 
When I asked Karen about standard language to use in the disclaimer for my DPT chapter, she
could find nothing “standard”.  I was surprised at that, but here’s what I used in the DPT
Chapter, the last sentence is probably most relevant.
 
          This document is a draft and has not been formally released by the U.S.


15      Environmental Protection Agency.  The document should not be quoted or cited, and
16      has not been subject to all required EPA technical reviews.  It is currently being
17      circulated for technical peer review comment. The document does not represent the
18      issuance of formal policy or in any way affect the interpretation of federal
regulations.
19      The purpose of the release of this document is to facilitate the exchange of technical
20      information and to inform federal, state, and local regulators of technical
developments.
21      The mention of trade names or commercial products in this document does not
22      constitute endorsement or recommendation for their use nor is it any guarantee of
the
23      performance of the method or equipment.
24
 
 
 
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
Cleanup & Revitalization Division - MC5401P
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
Office: 703-603-7176
 
FOR FEDEX OR UPS DELIVERIES USE:
Two Potomac Yard (North Bldg, N6326)


14
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2733 S. Crystal Drive
Arlington, VA 22202
 
From: Burnell, Susan 
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 4:22 PM
To: Mungin-Davis, Queenie
Subject: RE: Arkansas-Oklahoma UST remediation
 
No.  It’s still mine.  Thanks.   Do we have any standard language on sharing company specific
technology information?  (i.e., not endorsing, etc….)
 
Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave (5401P)
Washington DC  20460
703-603-9231
 


From: Mungin-Davis, Queenie 
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 4:20 PM
To: Burnell, Susan
Cc: Parker, Robin
Subject: RE: Arkansas-Oklahoma UST remediation
 
Hi Sue, I thought Robin got her Region back.
 
 
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
Cleanup & Revitalization Division - MC5401P
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
Office: 703-603-7176
 
FOR FEDEX OR UPS DELIVERIES USE:
Two Potomac Yard (North Bldg, N6326)
2733 S. Crystal Drive
Arlington, VA 22202
 
From: Parker, Robin 
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 9:55 AM
To: Burnell, Susan; Mungin-Davis, Queenie
Subject: FW: Arkansas-Oklahoma UST remediation
 
Thanks, Queenie!  Sue is actually working with R6 right now, and I think she is headed there soon. 







 
Sue, please see what Queenie shared below!
 
Robin Parker
Office of Underground Storage Tanks 
Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response 
US Environmental Protection Agency
Potomac Yard N-6336
Phone: 703-603-7149
parker.robin@epa.gov
 
 


From: Mungin-Davis, Queenie 
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 9:00 AM
To: Parker, Robin
Subject: FW: Arkansas-Oklahoma UST remediation
 
Robin your Region may be interested in this.
 
 
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
Cleanup & Revitalization Division - MC5401P
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
Office: 703-603-7176
 
FOR FEDEX OR UPS DELIVERIES USE:
Two Potomac Yard (North Bldg, N6326)
2733 S. Crystal Drive
Arlington, VA 22202
 
From: NECO [mailto:don@nativeeco.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 7:12 AM
To: Mungin-Davis, Queenie
Subject: Arkansas-Oklahoma UST remediation
 
Good morning Queenie,
 
I would like to introduce our state approved UST remediation technology to the EPA Region 6
UST remediation program.  We are cost effective and as you will see, extremely efficient with
zero impact on the environment.  I have contacted all of the appropriate state agencies and
have begun to contact and inform all of their respective licensed consultants.  Having the
Regional EPA review this documentation would be helpful in getting this technology to the
appropriate decision makers.
 
Please take a look at our most recent Oil Spill Eater II [OSE II] [on the EPA’s NCP
list] results from protocols approved by the Missouri Department of Natural
Resources [MDNR] and the Missouri Petroleum Storage Tank Insurance Fund [PSTIF]. We
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have also been approved by the Montana Department Of Environmental Quality [MDEQ] for
contaminated underground storage tank bioremediation at Malmstrom AFB Missile Alert
Facility [MDEQ]. In addition, the State of Florida has approved the application of OSE II: The
Bureau of Petroleum Storage Systems hereby accepts Oil Spill Eater II (OSE
II) for the remediation of petroleum and other suitable contaminants in
groundwater and soil, in situ and ex situ. OSE II is a multi-enzyme liquid
nutrient. It is listed on the United States Environmental Protection Agency’s
National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP). In
the presence of water, it will cause hydrocarbons and other organic
contaminants to rapidly decompose, thereby setting the stage for their
biodegradation to carbon dioxide and water. Enclosure 1 is a voucher for a
confidential disclosure of the proprietary ingredients submitted by Oil Spill
Eater International Corporation to the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection.
All approval letters are available upon request.
 
As you know, underground water contamination is some of the toughest contaminant
remediation for any contractor, yet using only Oil Spill Eater II injections our US Coast Guard
Certified OSRO contractor achieved the results below in 20 days.  We have also just received
similar results in Montana on a site approved by Montana DEQ and located on two separate
strategic Air Force Base contaminated sites.
 
In a project (protocols) approved by the Missouri Department of Natural Resources and
the Missouri Petroleum Storage Tank Insurance Fund, we were tasked with cleaning up their
toughest project first (MW-II).  This contaminated underground storage tank underground
water remediation had been on the books for 6 years with all other attempts to remediate being
unsuccessful.  With the OSRO Certified Contractor controlling the implementation and
subsequent testing of the OSEI protocols for use of Oil Spill Eater II in an underground water
contamination setting, we received these results in ONLY a twenty (20) day post OSE II
injection.
 
Of significance is the rapid growth of indigenous oil eating bacteria (microbes) simply
using OSE II.  All injections and testing were under the control of the on site Oil Spill
Recovery Organization (OSRO)
 
OSE II’s job is to efficiently grow oil eating bacteria in the shortest time possible. In one of
the toughest wells in Missouri and after our contractor strictly followed the OSEI protocols,
we received these significant bioremediation results in 20 DAYS.
 
Microbial Plate Count in MW (monitoring well)-11 
increased from 420 cfu/mL (Aug 14, 2015) to 142,000,000
cfu/mL (Sep 3, 2015).
 
Contaminant decreases within a 20 day post Oil Spill Eater II injection:
 
MW-11
Benzene decreased from 12 mg/L to 1.09 mg/L 
Toluene decreased from 2.3 mg/L to 0.25 mg/L
Naphthalene decreased from 1.7 mg/L to 0.10 mg/L







MTBE decreased from 8.2 mg/L to 1.7 mg/L
Xylene decreased from 4.7 mg/L to 1.4 mg/L
TPH-GRO decreased from 16 mg/L to 4.9 mg/L
 
 
Best regards,
Don


 Don Gregory
   Native Eco, LLC.
   A Native American Owned Corporation
   Oil Spill Eater II Mid South Distributor          
   501-617-2521 
   Email: don@nativeeco.com
   Web: www.nativeeco.org
   Manufacturer’s web: www.osei.us
P  Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Two Articles: BIOFUELS: Industry lashes out at corn stover study
Date: Tuesday, April 29, 2014 8:19:27 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: Industry lashes out at corn stover study | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Climatewire
News Text: The biofuels industry is coming down hard on a study it feels has unfairly characterized
ethanol from corn stover as being worse for the climate than gasoline and far from qualifying for
U.S. EPA's coveted advanced biofuel designation.
 
Last week, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, researchers published a paper in Nature Climate Change
finding that fuels made from corn residue -- the tough, fibrous stalks, corncobs and leaves left atop
fields after harvest -- could remove carbon from the soil, leading to a net increase of greenhouse gas
emissions compared with conventional gasoline over a five-year cycle (ClimateWire, April 21).
 
Even over 10 years, the fuel didn't come close to meeting the 60 percent greenhouse gas reduction
needed to be accepted into the federal renewable fuel standard. The biofuels industry and some
government experts were quick to point to alleged flaws in the study, via press releases and blog
posts.
 
"This article makes unrealistic assumptions and uses citations out of context to reinforce the
authors' viewpoint," wrote Douglas Karlen, a scientist with the Agricultural Department's Agricultural
Research Service in a blog post. Karlen also serves as a consultant for POET-DSM, the developer of a
25-million-gallon-per-year corn stover ethanol plant in Emmetsburg, Iowa, set to open this year.
 
POET-DSM is asking farmers to harvest only 1 ton of corn residue per acre -- about 25 percent of the
available material -- according to the company's website. According to Karlen's calculations of the
figures in the Nature Climate Change study, the researchers assume a 75 percent collection rate.
 
According to EPA's analyses and a 2006 study from Argonne National Laboratory, biofuels from corn
stover can reduce emissions up to 95 percent compared to fossil fuels. In some cases, they can even
surpass 100 percent, a net storage of carbon that can actively help remove CO2 from the
atmosphere over time, according to EPA.
 
"This study lacks sophistication and contradicts without explanation a larger highly regarded,
credible body of science," said Bob Dinneen, president and CEO of the Renewable Fuels Association,
the ethanol industry's representative in Washington.
'Backlash' anticipated
 
To Adam Liska, the lead author of the paper and an assistant professor in the Department of
Biological Systems Engineering at the University of Nebraska, the reaction from the paper was
expected.
 
"I have already experienced this backlash for more than two years when I have presented
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preliminary results to researchers from industry, government, and academia," he wrote in an email.
"They are justified in being critical, because my results challenge the prevailing understanding; an
understanding which I think is incorrect."
 
EPA's "folly," said Liska, is assuming that carbon losses from the soil depend on how much corn
residue has been removed. They don't, he said.
 
In his team's simulations, they modeled three residue removal levels: 2, 4 and 6 metric tons per
hectare per year, which correspond to about 25 percent, 50 percent, and 75 to 100 percent of
annual corn residue production.
 
"Each of these removal levels produced the same CO2-intensity per unit of biofuel," wrote Liska.
"This is a central finding of our research. Which means it is likely that no matter what level of residue
is removed, the carbon intensity stays the same."
 
The cycle of greenhouse gases for these fuels result in a release of carbon dioxide in two ways. They
emit CO2 that would have otherwise remained on the ground and decomposed into soil carbon.
They also strip the soil of a cover, which leads to the release of existing carbon in the ground.
Previous studies, like the Argonne one, do not account for carbon in the corn residue itself.
Flawed and 'highly academic'
 
Liska's previous work has been cited widely, including by EPA and the renewable fuel standard.
 
Jeremy Martin, senior scientist in the Clean Vehicles Program at the environmentally minded Union
of Concerned Scientists, also thinks Liska's approach is limited. But unlike the biofuel companies and
trade groups, he does not think the high removal rates are its biggest flaw. The study doesn't take
into account the renewable electricity that is produced as a byproduct of fuel-making, a factor that
allows corn residue biofuel to yield such high greenhouse gas savings.
 
The study also chose a very short time frame -- five to 10 years -- to measure the life cycle of
greenhouse gases from these fuels.
 
"The paper would have been stronger if it had included a discussion of how the results changed over
30 years or even a century, together with whatever argument the authors have for considering five
to ten years the right timeframe to consider," wrote Martin in a blog post on the topic.
 
For Liska, a 10-year time frame is appropriate.
 
"Everyone really wants to know how these systems will perform in the first 10 years," he said.
 
From a financial perspective, the study didn't affect the biofuel markets, said Pavel Molchanov,
senior vice president of energy equity research at Raymond James & Associates Inc.
 
"The headline is not one any biofuel company would want to see," he said, referring to the
widespread press the study received. But those holding the money didn't put much stock into it.







 
"This is a highly academic, somewhat theoretical [study]," said Molchanov.
 
Representatives from POET-DSM, as well as Abengoa Bioenergy, Quad County Corn Processors and
DuPont, will meet at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C., tomorrow to discuss progress on
their facilties. Abengoa Bioenergy is expected to begin production at its 25-million-gallon-per-year
corn stover ethanol plant in Hugoton, Kan., this year. DuPont will open its 30-million-gallon-per-year
refinery in late 2014 in Nevada, Iowa. Quad County Corn Processors is developing a process to turn
corn kernel fiber into ethanol.
 
 
Return to Top
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
News Headline: BIOFUELS: Industry lashes out at corn stover study | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Ethanol Producer Magazine - Online
News Text: Corn stover ethanol will triumph over criticism A flawed study that cast doubt on
whether cellulosic ethanol produced from corn stover was environmentally friendly won't keep the
industry from moving forward. Three well-known companies are poised to complete construction
and start producing fuel. By Holly Jessen | April 28, 2014 Reactions keep coming in about a
University of Nebraska-Lincoln study on harvesting corn stover for use as a feedstock for cellulosic
ethanol. Last week, I wrote a blog that pointed to the ethanol industry's response to the study,
which has been called deeply flawed. A few days later, we republished a Great Plains Institute blog
post written by Brendan Jordan. He pinned the blame on “sweeping conclusions” reached by the
media. For example, The Daily Caller printed the inflammatory headline, “Study: Corn ethanol is
nature's enemy.” Besides the fact that I don't believe that's true about corn-based ethanol, the
headline doesn't make much sense since the study is actually about cellulosic ethanol made from
corn stover. Calling corn stover ethanol, a second-generation advanced biofuel, corn ethanol is, at
the least, confusing, and, at most, intentionally misleading. I see Jordan's point. The mainstream
media does have a history of taking a 60,000 foot (and perhaps 60 minute) view of complicated
scientific studies and boiling it down into sound bite conclusions that aren't exactly what the study
authors intended. There's usually a lot more to the story than fits into a neat little package on page
2. Readers sometimes also skim over an article, which does contain both sides, but only come away
with the part of the message. Even the Daily Caller story, with its negative and splashy headline,
included information from the U.S. EPA, calling the study's conclusions into question. It was only one
sentence and it was buried in paragraph eight, but it was there. However, I'm not quite sure the
intentions of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln study were, in this case, misrepresented. The title,
after all, is “Biofuels from crop residue can reduce soil carbon and increase CO2 emissions.” And, as
Jordan and others have said, the study assumes bad agronomic practices on the part of farmers and
biofuel producers. If 25 percent stover removal rates (approximately what is being removed) then 75
percent (what is assumed in the study) is even better right? Wrong. Those that harvest biomass and
those that turn it into advanced biofuel are well aware of the need to do it sustainably. In fact,
Douglas Karlen, a research soil scientist with USDA's Agriculture Research Service, was quoted in a







Des Moines Register newspaper article saying that it's not even physically possible to remove 75
percent of corn stover, even with a giant field vacuum cleaner. (Color commentary my own. I'm
enjoying imagining a hovering riding version. In pink.) Poet DSM Advanced Biofuels, one of the
companies currently working to construct a corn stover-to-cellulosic ethanol production facility,
addressed the topic on its website. That company points out that Poet DSM has commissioned
multi-year research completed by Karlen and an Iowa State University professor, which has
concluded that as much as two tons of biomass can be removed from corn stover fields yielding at
least 180 bushels per acre. Poet-DSM only asks farmers to harvest half that amount, or 25 percent of
the available biomass. When asked for his reaction to this study, Karlen wrote in a two-page
response that, “This article makes unrealistic assumptions and uses citations out of context to
reinforce the authors' viewpoint.” In other words, the authors started with an assumption, cellulosic
biofuels = bad, and created a scenario where that idea was supported. Never fear. The advanced
biofuels industry isn't going to just fold and give up in the face of such criticism. Many of the players,
like Poet LLC, are also veterans of the first-generation corn-ethanol industry. They not only
weathered the storm of criticism but they have built very successful businesses producing a fuel that
provides a multitude of economic and environmental benefits to this country. I see a similar future
for the second-generation fuel. Yes, even corn stover ethanol.
 
 








From: White, Hal
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: Re: MTBE FOIA
Date: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 9:54:39 AM
Attachments: gao_mtbe_hal.wpd


Mark--
While much of the attached file (prepared in 2002 for GAO, but I don't know what the final
resolution was) doesn't relate specifically to the subject, it may have some useful nuggets
(perhaps if only for context/background).


Hal White
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Mail Code: 5401R
Washington, DC 20460
202-564-0579


From: Barolo, Mark
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 8:19 AM
To: White, Hal
Subject: FW: MTBE FOIA
 
I just added a conf line to the meeting invite.  I used 7165 because 7173 was taken at that time.
 
Thanks
 
-----Original Appointment-----
From: White, Hal 
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 6:08 AM
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: Accepted: MTBE FOIA
When: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 9:00 AM-10:00 AM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: DCRoomRRB71102/Ronald-Reagan-Building - Texas conf room
 
Mark—
Is the call in number the same as for staff meetings (703-603-7173 )?
Hal
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OUST Questions





Status of Cleanups:





			1.	The Corrective Action Measures (CAM) reports show confirmed releases and cleanups initiated.  Does the difference between these 2 numbers represent “confirmed releases for which cleanups have not been initiated”?


			2.	Are the data reported by the states for the CAM reports believed to be reasonably accurate?  Is there any reason to believe that data are underreported?


			a.	What is the basis for the data reported by the states?  


			b.	What might account for the large number of cleanups not yet started in some states (FL and IL)?


			c.	What might account for apparent decreases in data in some states?  (MD, for example reported 14,507 confirmed releases as of 9/30/00 compared to 11,448 a year later.  Cumulative numbers should be increasing, not decreasing.)


			d.	Has any analysis or investigation been done as to why some states have more un- initiated cleanups than others?


			3.	If we rely on the CAM reports for the number of releases, are we missing anything?  (Are there any releases that would not be captured by the CAM data?)








Trust Fund data





			1.	We understand that, in general, states get about 85% of the annual LUST appropriation (which has been running at about $70 million/year).  For the past 3 fiscal years, specifically (1) how much was appropriated, (2) how much was retained by EPA, and (3) how much was given to each of the individual states?


			a.	What is the specific basis for distributing the money among the states?


			2.	What data is available regarding how states have actually spent their LUST trust fund money?  (Administration vs. Monitoring vs. Cleanup)


			3.	Is any data available on the TOTAL spent on cleanups?  (Federal LUST money, State money, and Responsible Party money)


			4.	Do you have any data on the extent to which states may be using Clean Water or Drinking Water revolving funds to clean up UST leaks or MTBE contamination?  


			5.	In addition to the federal LUST program, how many states have other cleanup funding mechanisms?  (E.g. Illinois)








MTBE Links to Tanks





			1.	In 2000, EPA funded a study by the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission on the 50 states’ experiences with MTBE contamination at LUST sites.  Do you have any comments on this study?  





	This study is the first (and only known) attempt to develop a comprehensive picture of the magnitude of the MTBE (and other oxygenates) problem.  Responses were received from all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and Guam. With so many different entities responding, it is understandable that responses to questions could be answered in different ways (e.g., absolute numbers versus ranges or percentages) and that, while the responses in each case are valid, it is often difficult (or impossible) to make direct comparisons or even to arrive at a simple total number.  As with many surveys, much can be learned from the responses such that a better questionnaire can be developed for a followup survey. It is important to remember that this study was completed in September 2000 and answers to similar questions would be different today. Nonetheless, some of the more interesting findings of this survey include:





			∙	MTBE contamination is present even in states which have never been required to use RFG or oxyfuel (e.g, Kansas, where 85+ % of UST releases have MTBE contamination)


			∙	Thirty-eight states have action levels, cleanup levels, or drinking water standards for MTBE. These levels range from 12 to 5,000 ppb for groundwater and from 5 to 20,000 ppb for soil.


			∙	Twenty five states said they have sites where MTBE has been detected in soil or groundwater, but where no release has been documented (e.g., though a leak detection method).


			∙	Several states indicated that they have sites with MTBE contamination from fuels other than gasoline (e.g, as heating oil, kerosene, jet fuels, used oil, and diesel). Heating oil is the most commonly cited of these other fuels.


			∙	The overwhelming majority of states indicated that they never analyze for any oxygenate other than MTBE.





	Results of the survey are available on NEIWPCC’s web site at: http://www.neiwpcc.org/mtbemain.html





			a.	Have there been any other similar studies? 





	None are known. However, several states have conducted comprehensive studies within their boundaries. Many of these studies are accessible on state web sites.  OUST maintains a list of these state reports (with links to them) at: http://www.epa.gov/swerust1/mtbe/mtbestat.htm





			2.	As of 9/30/2001, CAM reports show that there were about 39,000 confirmed releases for which cleanups had not been initiated.  Is anything known relative to whether these releases pose an MTBE contamination danger (to water supplies, ground water, etc.)? 





	Presumably state programs would have at least some information (e.g., report of nature of the release, perhaps even preliminary site investigation data) on the release in order to classify it as “confirmed”, but whether or not this information includes data on MTBE (or other oxygenates) is unknown.





			3.	Is there any data or studies relative to the MTBE contamination threat posed by closed tanks?





	Federal regulations (40 CFR 280.7(c), 280.71(c), 280.72, and in some cases 280.73) require that a site assessment be conducted when a tank is “closed”. Whether or not a specific assessment report contains information on MTBE depends on whether or not the state requires soil and groundwater samples to be analyzed for MTBE. While over half the states have requirements to analyze for MTBE (and other oxygenates) often this is a site-specific decision.  According to the NEIWPCC survey (see #1 above), twelve states report that they have reopened previously closed LUST sites because of post-closure detection of MTBE. At one time California estimated that as many as 10,000 sites might have to be reopened.





			4.	We have data on which states are required to use reformulated gasoline.  Of these states, which ones are using MTBE?  





	Unknown. However, MTBE contamination as the result of UST releases has been found Nationwide without regard to whether or not a state had a requirement to use either RFG or oxyfuel.  There are three primary reasons for this: (1) MTBE has been used since the late 1970s as an octane-enhancer, (2) gasoline is a fungible commodity, which means that as long as the basic formulation meets certain performance specifications, it may be shipped to, and used, anywhere that the basic formulation is required, not just RFG or oxyfuel areas, and (3) trace amounts of MTBE residue in the fuel transport system (e.g., tanks, pipelines, trucks) may “contaminate” other fuels with MTBE at levels that don’t necessarily cause adverse performance effects, but can result in significant levels of contamination.





			5.	Do you have any data on the extent of private wells contaminated with MTBE?  How big is the problem?  What if anything is being done?  Is this a federal or state problem?  Etc.





	Based on the NEIWPCC survey (see #1 above), 24 states have reported that some private wells within the state are contaminated with MTBE. Maine reported approximately 400 and New York reported nearly 1,000 with many of these on Long Island where groundwater is the only source of drinking water. Nationwide there are probably hundreds of thousands of impacted and potentially impacted private wells. Drinking water regulations are administered from a different department/branch/division and often a different agency altogether. But, because there is no MCL for MTBE, and other than for fecal coliform bacteria, no standards exist for drinking water from private wells, other than encouraging well owners to voluntarily test (and then treat if necessary or stop using) their well water, nothing can presently be done from the Federal level.





			6.	EPA is supposed to be gathering data on MTBE contamination of selected drinking water supplies through its Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring program.  Is OUST involved in any way with this monitoring effort?





	No. There is no authority or mechanism for OUST to be involved.





			7.	Is EPA working on any specific MTBE-related initiatives?  What research, if any, is going on?


	


	The Office of Air is leading the effort under TSCA to ban MTBE from gasoline used in the U.S. The Office of Water (OW) is working on developing a secondary standard for MBTE in drinking water, and as mentioned in question #6 above, OW is also implementing the Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule.  The Office of Research and Development (ORD) has several ongoing projects in the areas of remediation, assessment, and toxicology. OUST is involved in a joint project with the Office of Solid Waste/Organic Methods Program (OSW) and Technology Innovation Office (TIO) to validate an analytical method for MTBE (and other oxygenates), and OUST is leading a federal-state workgroup that will create a multi-chapter interim guidance for states on MTBE related issues.





General





			1.	Is MTBE more difficult to cleanup than non-MTBE gasoline?





	Yes.  





			a.	If so, what factors make it more difficult to clean?





	Although many of the same technologies that are effective on the hydrocarbon constituents of petroleum (e.g., BTEX) are also effective on MTBE, they are generally less so, and as a result a longer period of time (and hence increased costs) is required to achieve remediation objectives. For instance, carbon filtration is effective, but the carbon is exhausted much more quickly and must be replaced more often. And, while there is an increasing body of evidence that shows that MTBE does biodegrade (where it was once believed to be recalcitrant), it degrades much more slowly than BTEX in anaerobic environments, which are characteristic of most near-source UST releases.





			2.	The basic question is just how big of a problem is MTBE?  





	Unknown. But, the portion of problem that is known is still of significant magnitude. Several factors are at work here: many states are reluctant to fully investigate the magnitude of the problem; many of the investigations that have occurred have been inadequate both in terms of poor characterization of the release sites and use of inappropriate analytical methods; most of the well-studied MTBE plumes originated from pre-RFG (or oxyfuel) gasoline so there could be thousands of more concentrated MTBE plumes migrating as yet undetected toward drinking water wells.





			3.	How difficult is it to detect MTBE?  Are the detection protocols adequate?  





	MTBE has a few behavioral characteristics that make it difficult to detect. MTBE tends to move more rapidly through both soil and groundwater than does BTEX. MTBE appears to “dive” into the aquifer with increasing distance from the source (BTEX does this as well). An MTBE plume may detach from the source area and move downgradient as a separate slug (this can occur before the source is depleted in BTEX). In general, “detection” protocols are inadequate as practiced. It is becoming apparent that “conventional” site characterization methods are inadequate for MTBE (and even for BTEX to a large degree). Too often the primary consideration in site characterization is cost, and sufficiency of data (both in terms of quality and quantity) is secondary. Adequate site characterization requires a comprehensive three-dimensional investigation. While the tools and technologies are presently available, they are too seldom employed appropriately.





			4.	What does the latest research show with regard to health risks associated with MTBE exposure?  Are there any examples of actual health impacts associated with MTBE exposure?  





	ORD will be updating the IRIS file for MTBE.  An oral reference dose (RfD) and cancer assessment will be added to the IRIS database, and the existing inhalation RfC will be updated.  A draft is expected to be available for public review and comment by Spring 2002.





	When wintertime Oxyfuel was first introduced in CO and AK there were numerous complaints from people during refueling of their vehicles. Complaints included nausea, headache, and eye-nose-throat irritation. A study conducted by the Environmental Occupational Health Institute in NJ compared responses of two groups of people (one group of “sensitives” and the other the “control” group) to various mixtures of fuel and MTBE. The sensitive group reported more adverse effects overall than the control group. However, the study was unable to establish a basis for the effects. More recently, some of the children at an elementary school in Roselawn, IN, have been complaining of stomach aches and other ailments over the past year or so. It was only recently discovered that the school’s well was contaminated with MTBE at levels of several hundred ppb, which is substantially over the perceived taste and odor threshold. Newly discovered data shows that current concentrations are at least a couple times higher than the previous year which was still above the perceived taste and odor threshold. Finally, a man sent into a ship’s cargo tank to clean out residual MTBE died from exposure to the toxic fumes.













From: Chuck Watts
To: Smith, TimR; Angel Perez
Subject: U.S.T. training for Penn.
Date: Thursday, April 02, 2015 2:10:36 PM


Tim my name is Charles and I taken the test in Ohio and passed for a class A certification for
U.S.T.. I will be relocating with my job to PA in the near future and wanted to see if the
certification was transferable from state to state or if there is a refresher course that can be
taken to aide for me getting certified in PA. If it is not possible to transfer and the course needs
to be taken over in my new state of PA can you please provide me with a contact person or a
website to register the training. 


-- 
Charles Watts
2nd Shift lead Springfield Fleet
(937)525-7276 ext. 57277
Gordon Food Service



mailto:charles.watts@gfs.com

mailto:Smith.TimR@epa.gov
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: "Reformulated gas" making a comeback ; The cleaner-burning fuel - less the MTBE - will be required in seven


Maine counties by June.
Date: Tuesday, January 27, 2015 11:30:38 AM


News Headline: 'Reformulated gas' making a comeback ; The cleaner-burning fuel - less the MTBE -
will be required in seven Maine counties by June. |
 
Outlet Full Name: Portland Press Herald
News Text: A brief about the EPA's approval of reformulated gas in southern Maine.
 
Gas stations in seven southern and coastal counties in Maine will be required to sell cleaner-burning
"reformulated gas" beginning June 1 as part of an agreement between the state and federal
governments.
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced Monday that only reformulated gas - a type of
gas blend designed to reduce emissions of air pollutants - can be sold in York, Cumberland,
Sagadahoc, Androscoggin, Kennebec, Knox and Lincoln counties starting in June.
 
Maine opted out of the federal government's reformulated gas program in the late 1990s because of
contamination caused by methyl tertiary-butyl ether, MTBE, which was one of the additives at the
time. But MTBE is no longer used in gas, and the Maine Department of Environmental Protection
asked the EPA to allow the state to rejoin the reformulated gas program.
 
Industry groups had supported Maine's inclusion in order to allow the same type of fuel sold
elsewhere in New England to be sold in southern Maine as well.
 
The emissions of reformulated gas contains fewer pollutants that cause ground-level ozone, or
smog, which can cause breathing problems among the elderly, young children and the infirmed. Gas
retailers in many cities are required to sell reformulated gas, but the program is optional elsewhere.
 
The EPA estimates that roughly 30 percent of all gas sold in the U.S. is reformulated. Kevin Miller can
be contacted at 791- 6312 or at: kmiller@pressherald.com Twitter: KevinMillerPPH
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From: Mungin-Davis, Queenie
To: Anderson, Will; White, Hal; Walker, Tom; Mcneely, Steven; Foskett, William; Burnell, Susan
Subject: Technology Innovation News Survey Entries for October 1-15, 2014
Date: Monday, November 24, 2014 12:10:23 PM


 
Solicitations
 
NOME TANK SITE E, ALASKA
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, USACE District, Alaska.
Federal Business Opportunities, FBO-4736, Solicitation W911KB-15-R-
0007, 2014


The general objectives of the scope of work are to remove the tank and
remediate Nome Tank Site E. (1) Demolish and dispose of a large formerly
underground fuel storage tank (~1,000,000-gal capacity). (2) Complete
the necessary site preparations to achieve excavation depths of 50 ft or
more bgs. (3) Excavate, transport, and treat and/or dispose of up to
30,000 tons of petroleum, oil, and lubricant-impacted soil. (4) Remove any
free product from the open excavation. (5) Backfill the excavation and
complete site restoration. (6) Install up to 20 groundwater monitoring
wells. The contract's estimated range of magnitude is $5M to $10M, with a
5-year period of performance. This procurement is a competitive 8(a) set-
aside, NAICS code 562910, with a small business size standard of 500
employees. Responses must be received by 2:00 PM Alaska Time,
December 8, 2014. https://www.fbo.gov/spg/USA/COE/DACA85/W911KB-
15-R-0007/listing.html
 
FYI
CLEANUP NEWS
 
MICROBIALLY MEDIATED IN SITU DESORPTION ACCELERATES
REMEDIATION OF LARGE GASOLINE PRODUCT PLUME
Fowler, T. and C. Martin.
Remediation Journal, Vol 24 No 3, 85-102, 2014 


Coupling multiphase extraction with in situ microbial stimulation
accelerated remediation of a large, separate-phase hydrocarbon product
zone and associated dissolved-phase gasoline plume. Initially, the
hydrocarbon plume extended ~7 acres, with product thickness measuring
up to 2.1 ft. Within 18 months after extraction startup, reduction of
gasoline constituents in groundwater became asymptotic, and
measureable product disappeared from the upgradient source area. A
subsequent program of limited in situ anaerobic bioremediation stimulated
production of natural surfactants from native microbes, a process designed
to release petroleum from the soil matrix. Groundwater concentrations of
gasoline constituents increased gradually over the next 3 years, improving
recovery without biofouling the pump-and-treat infrastructure. The



mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38C1BCEF26CF4833AC2A27FE30299770-MUNGIN-DAVIS, QUEENIE

mailto:Anderson.Will@epa.gov

mailto:White.Hal@epa.gov

mailto:Walker.Tom@epa.gov

mailto:Mcneely.Steven@epa.gov

mailto:Foskett.William@epa.gov

mailto:Burnell.Susan@epa.gov

https://www.fbo.gov/spg/USA/COE/DACA85/W911KB-15-R-0007/listing.html

https://www.fbo.gov/spg/USA/COE/DACA85/W911KB-15-R-0007/listing.html





groundwater component of the remedy was completed in <5 years, far
less than the 10-15 years predicted. The strategy demonstrated a more
sustainable approach to remediation, reduced electrical usage by ~800
megawatt hours, reduced infrastructure requirements, and preserved
~150 million gal of groundwater for agricultural use.


DEMONSTRATIONS / FEASIBILITY STUDIES
 
PHYTOREMEDIATION OF A PETROLEUM-HYDROCARBON
CONTAMINATED SHALLOW AQUIFER IN ELIZABETH CITY, NORTH
CAROLINA, USA
Nichols, E.G., R.L. Cook, J.E. Landmeyer, B. Atkinson, D.R. Malone, G.
Shaw, and L. Woods.
Remediation Journal, Vol 24 No 2, 29-46, 2014


A former bulk fuel terminal in North Carolina is a groundwater
phytoremediation demonstration site where 3,250 hybrid poplars, willows,
and pine trees were planted from 2006 to 2008 over ~579,000 L of
residual gasoline, diesel, and jet fuel. Since 2011, the groundwater
altitude is lower in the area with trees than outside the planted area. Soil-
gas analyses showed a 95% mass loss for TPH and a 99% mass loss for
BTEX. BTEX and MTBE concentrations have declined in the groundwater.
Interpolations of free-phase, fuel-product gauging data show reduced
thicknesses across the site and pooling of fuel product where poplar
biomass is greatest. Isolated clusters of tree mortalities have persisted in
areas with high TPH and BTEX mass. Toxicity assays showed impaired
water use for willows and poplars exposed to the site's fuel product, but
Populus survival for all four clones was higher than on-site willows or
pines, even in an uncontaminated control area. This paper is Open
Access at
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/rem.21382/abstract.
 
 
AEROBIC BIODEGRADATION OF HYDROCARBONS IN HIGH
TEMPERATURE AND SALINE GROUNDWATER
Kashir, M., J. Barker, R. McGregor, and O. Shouakar-Stash.
Remediation Journal, Vol 24 No 2, 77-90, 2014


Following microcosm experiments, a field pilot test was performed to
evaluate the potential for aerobic biodegradation of aromatic hydrocarbons
and MTBE in saline, high-temperature (>30°C) groundwater. In microbial
communities sampled in Canada and Saudi Arabia and incubated for 106
days, the Saudi microcosm samples achieved almost complete
biodegradation of aromatic hydrocarbons, whereas the Canadian samples
showed no significant biodegradation; however, neither one degraded
MTBE. In pilot testing at a Saudi field site, dissolved oxygen was delivered
to the subsurface to create a reactive zone. All the target compounds
declined during the 7-month field trial, with removal percentages varying
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between 33% for the trimethylbenzenes to >80% for the BTEX
compounds. On average, MTBE decreased 40%, while naphthalene fell by
85%. Examination of the upgradient and downgradient microbial
populations suggested that the upgradient anaerobic, sulfate-reducing
population transitioned to a heterotrophic, aerobic bacteria-dominant
population. Results illustrate that (1) field aerobic biodegradation can
exceed expectations derived from laboratory experiments, and (2)
conditions of high salinity and elevated groundwater temperature will not
necessarily inhibit in situ aerobic bioremediation.
 
BIOVENTING OF NO. 2 FUEL OIL: EFFECTS OF AIR FLOWRATE,
TEMPERATURE, NUTRIENT AMENDMENT, AND ACCLIMATION
King, M.M., N.E. Kinner, D.P. Deming, J.A. Simonton, and L.M. Belden.
Remediation Journal, Vol 24 No 2, 47-60, 2014


A 14-month pilot-scale bioventing study, sponsored by the New Hampshire
Department of Environmental Services, was conducted by the University of
New Hampshire to determine the effects of the time between the
contamination event and the onset of bioventing, as well as air flowrate,
temperature, and nutrient amendments. The study revealed that freshly
contaminated soil is not readily amenable to bioventing. Results indicate
that bioventing is best applied when contamination has occurred at least
two years before the onset of treatment.
 
RESEARCH
 
 
REMEDIATION OF PETROLEUM HYDROCARBON-CONTAMINATED
SITES BY DNA DIAGNOSIS-BASED BIOSLURPING TECHNOLOGY
Kim, S, R. Krajmalnik-Brown, J.O. Kim, and J. Chung.
Science of the Total Environment, Vols 497-498C, 250-259, 2014


This paper describes results from a study conducted to develop a DNA
diagnostic method that facilitates identification of contaminated sites that
are good candidates for bioremediation. The researchers applied an
oligonucleotide microarray method to detect and monitor genes that lead
to aliphatic and aromatic degradation. In application, successful
bioremediation of a contaminated site selected using the genetic diagnostic
method was verified by implementing bioslurping in field tests. The gene-
based diagnostic technique provides a tool for evaluating bioremediation
potential in soils affected by petroleum hydrocarbons.


GENERAL NEWS


CODE OF GOOD PRACTICE: IN SITU CHEMICAL OXIDATION
Ceulemans, P. and V. Labeeuw.
CityChlor, 112 pp, 2013







This code of good practice from the EU's CityChlor project provides an
overview of the current theoretical knowledge of in situ chemical oxidation
(ISCO) in Section 1. To help environmental practitioners evaluate whether
ISCO might be an appropriate remediation technique for a particular site,
Section 2 offers six example case studies: three case studies of ISCO with
activated sulfate, with ozone, and with permanganate and hydrogen
peroxide, followed by three more case studies of ISCO with hydrogen
peroxide alone.
http://www.citychlor.eu/sites/default/files/code_of_good_practice_isco.pdf
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From: Mungin-Davis, Queenie
To: Burnell, Susan
Subject: RE: Arkansas-Oklahoma UST remediation
Date: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 4:29:01 PM


When I asked Karen about standard language to use in the disclaimer for my DPT chapter, she
could find nothing “standard”.  I was surprised at that, but here’s what I used in the DPT
Chapter, the last sentence is probably most relevant.
 
          This document is a draft and has not been formally released by the U.S.


15      Environmental Protection Agency.  The document should not be quoted or cited, and
16      has not been subject to all required EPA technical reviews.  It is currently being
17      circulated for technical peer review comment. The document does not represent the
18      issuance of formal policy or in any way affect the interpretation of federal
regulations.
19      The purpose of the release of this document is to facilitate the exchange of technical
20      information and to inform federal, state, and local regulators of technical
developments.
21      The mention of trade names or commercial products in this document does not
22      constitute endorsement or recommendation for their use nor is it any guarantee of
the
23      performance of the method or equipment.
24
 
 
 
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
Cleanup & Revitalization Division - MC5401P
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
Office: 703-603-7176
 
FOR FEDEX OR UPS DELIVERIES USE:
Two Potomac Yard (North Bldg, N6326)
2733 S. Crystal Drive
Arlington, VA 22202
 
From: Burnell, Susan 
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 4:22 PM
To: Mungin-Davis, Queenie
Subject: RE: Arkansas-Oklahoma UST remediation
 
No.  It’s still mine.  Thanks.   Do we have any standard language on sharing company specific
technology information?  (i.e., not endorsing, etc….)
 
Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
U.S Environmental Protection Agency


14
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1200 Pennsylvania Ave (5401P)
Washington DC  20460
703-603-9231
 


From: Mungin-Davis, Queenie 
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 4:20 PM
To: Burnell, Susan
Cc: Parker, Robin
Subject: RE: Arkansas-Oklahoma UST remediation
 
Hi Sue, I thought Robin got her Region back.
 
 
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
Cleanup & Revitalization Division - MC5401P
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
Office: 703-603-7176
 
FOR FEDEX OR UPS DELIVERIES USE:
Two Potomac Yard (North Bldg, N6326)
2733 S. Crystal Drive
Arlington, VA 22202
 
From: Parker, Robin 
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 9:55 AM
To: Burnell, Susan; Mungin-Davis, Queenie
Subject: FW: Arkansas-Oklahoma UST remediation
 
Thanks, Queenie!  Sue is actually working with R6 right now, and I think she is headed there soon. 
 
Sue, please see what Queenie shared below!
 
Robin Parker
Office of Underground Storage Tanks 
Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response 
US Environmental Protection Agency
Potomac Yard N-6336
Phone: 703-603-7149
parker.robin@epa.gov
 
 


From: Mungin-Davis, Queenie 
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 9:00 AM
To: Parker, Robin
Subject: FW: Arkansas-Oklahoma UST remediation
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Robin your Region may be interested in this.
 
 
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
Cleanup & Revitalization Division - MC5401P
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
Office: 703-603-7176
 
FOR FEDEX OR UPS DELIVERIES USE:
Two Potomac Yard (North Bldg, N6326)
2733 S. Crystal Drive
Arlington, VA 22202
 
From: NECO [mailto:don@nativeeco.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 7:12 AM
To: Mungin-Davis, Queenie
Subject: Arkansas-Oklahoma UST remediation
 
Good morning Queenie,
 
I would like to introduce our state approved UST remediation technology to the EPA Region 6
UST remediation program.  We are cost effective and as you will see, extremely efficient with
zero impact on the environment.  I have contacted all of the appropriate state agencies and
have begun to contact and inform all of their respective licensed consultants.  Having the
Regional EPA review this documentation would be helpful in getting this technology to the
appropriate decision makers.
 
Please take a look at our most recent Oil Spill Eater II [OSE II] [on the EPA’s NCP
list] results from protocols approved by the Missouri Department of Natural
Resources [MDNR] and the Missouri Petroleum Storage Tank Insurance Fund [PSTIF]. We
have also been approved by the Montana Department Of Environmental Quality [MDEQ] for
contaminated underground storage tank bioremediation at Malmstrom AFB Missile Alert
Facility [MDEQ]. In addition, the State of Florida has approved the application of OSE II: The
Bureau of Petroleum Storage Systems hereby accepts Oil Spill Eater II (OSE
II) for the remediation of petroleum and other suitable contaminants in
groundwater and soil, in situ and ex situ. OSE II is a multi-enzyme liquid
nutrient. It is listed on the United States Environmental Protection Agency’s
National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP). In
the presence of water, it will cause hydrocarbons and other organic
contaminants to rapidly decompose, thereby setting the stage for their
biodegradation to carbon dioxide and water. Enclosure 1 is a voucher for a
confidential disclosure of the proprietary ingredients submitted by Oil Spill
Eater International Corporation to the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection.
All approval letters are available upon request.
 
As you know, underground water contamination is some of the toughest contaminant
remediation for any contractor, yet using only Oil Spill Eater II injections our US Coast Guard
Certified OSRO contractor achieved the results below in 20 days.  We have also just received
similar results in Montana on a site approved by Montana DEQ and located on two separate
strategic Air Force Base contaminated sites.
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In a project (protocols) approved by the Missouri Department of Natural Resources and
the Missouri Petroleum Storage Tank Insurance Fund, we were tasked with cleaning up their
toughest project first (MW-II).  This contaminated underground storage tank underground
water remediation had been on the books for 6 years with all other attempts to remediate being
unsuccessful.  With the OSRO Certified Contractor controlling the implementation and
subsequent testing of the OSEI protocols for use of Oil Spill Eater II in an underground water
contamination setting, we received these results in ONLY a twenty (20) day post OSE II
injection.
 
Of significance is the rapid growth of indigenous oil eating bacteria (microbes) simply
using OSE II.  All injections and testing were under the control of the on site Oil Spill
Recovery Organization (OSRO)
 
OSE II’s job is to efficiently grow oil eating bacteria in the shortest time possible. In one of
the toughest wells in Missouri and after our contractor strictly followed the OSEI protocols,
we received these significant bioremediation results in 20 DAYS.
 
Microbial Plate Count in MW (monitoring well)-11 
increased from 420 cfu/mL (Aug 14, 2015) to 142,000,000
cfu/mL (Sep 3, 2015).
 
Contaminant decreases within a 20 day post Oil Spill Eater II injection:
 
MW-11
Benzene decreased from 12 mg/L to 1.09 mg/L 
Toluene decreased from 2.3 mg/L to 0.25 mg/L
Naphthalene decreased from 1.7 mg/L to 0.10 mg/L
MTBE decreased from 8.2 mg/L to 1.7 mg/L
Xylene decreased from 4.7 mg/L to 1.4 mg/L
TPH-GRO decreased from 16 mg/L to 4.9 mg/L
 
 
Best regards,
Don


 Don Gregory
   Native Eco, LLC.
   A Native American Owned Corporation
   Oil Spill Eater II Mid South Distributor          
   501-617-2521 
   Email: don@nativeeco.com
   Web: www.nativeeco.org
   Manufacturer’s web: www.osei.us



mailto:don@nativeeco.com

http://www.nativeeco.org/

http://www.osei.us/





P  Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail
 








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: U.S. EPA head defends proposed cuts in biofuel target for 2014
Date: Monday, March 31, 2014 8:07:31 AM


U.S. EPA head defends proposed cuts in biofuel target for 2014 | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Reuters - Online
News Text: WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. energy markets cannot absorb the levels of biofuels
required by law to be blended into the fuel supply in 2014, Environmental Protection Agency head
Gina McCarthy said on Thursday, defending a controversial proposal to slash the target for this year.
 
The EPA is working on final 2014 biofuel use targets after issuing a proposal in November that
slashed federal requirements for ethanol in U.S. fuel supplies.
 
Although it is under pressure from the biofuel industry to reverse the move changes, McCarthy's
comments suggested the agency might stick to its guns, or come to some kind of middle ground on
targets.
 
The draft rule cut the 18.15 billion gallons (68.7 billion liters) of biofuels mandated for use by a 2007
law down to 15.21 billion gallons, angering biofuel producers who argued the rule would damage
their industry.
 
The final rule is likely to be released in June.
 
"We're going to take a reasonable approach that recognizes the infrastructure challenges and the
inability at this point to achieve the levels of ethanol that are in the law," McCarthy said at a House
appropriations committee hearing.
 
Since the rule's release, renewable fuel industry advocates have engaged in intense lobbying to get
the agency to reverse its proposal, and McCarthy said the EPA would take all views into account.
 
"Clearly, the ethanol and the biodiesel industry do not believe that the proposal represented the full
breadth of what the agency could or should be doing to achieve the congressionally mandated levels
in the law," McCarthy said.
 
The Renewable Fuel Standard, passed by Congress and administered by the EPA, calls for increasing
the amount of biofuels used in the United States each year, until 2022.
 
Slack U.S. fuel demand has placed the nation on a course to hit the so-called blend wall, the point at
which the mandate will require the use of more ethanol than can be blended into the fuel supply at
10 percent per gallon, the standard that reflects much of the current U.S. fueling infrastructure.
 
Oil refiners, who oppose the biofuel mandate, are reluctant to blend more than 10 percent ethanol
into gasoline because of possible harm it could do to older vehicles. Without cuts to the federal
mandate, they would be forced to export more gasoline or produce less of it.
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Biofuel producers say blend wall issues have been exaggerated because refiners refuse to embrace
higher ethanol blends in gasoline: E-15, which has 15 percent ethanol, and E-85, an 85-percent
ethanol fuel that can be used by the limited fleet of so-called "flex fuel" vehicles.
 
The EPA has authorized the use of gasoline blends with up to 15 percent ethanol content for cars
built since the 2001 model year, which represent about two-thirds of vehicles currently on the road.
 
(Reporting by Ayesha Rascoe; Editing by Ros Krasny and Marguerita Choy)
 
 
Return to Top








From: White, Hal
To: Barolo, Mark
Cc: Deitz, Rachel
Subject: Re: MTBE FOIA
Date: Thursday, March 03, 2016 3:00:40 PM


Mark--
I've spent 13.5 hours so far, which includes the hour meeting with you on 2/24. I have zero
emails that could possibly be responsive, but your email suggests 3-5 hours as an estimate, so
perhaps you know something that I don't?


Hal White
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Mail Code: 5401R
Washington, DC 20460
202-564-0579


From: Barolo, Mark
Sent: Thursday, March 3, 2016 2:42 PM
To: White, Hal; Burnell, Susan; Smith, TimR; Deitz, Rachel; Gerber, Linda; Anderson, Will
Cc: Worley, Ray
Subject: MTBE FOIA
 
Hi all,
 
Thanks again for your work to date on the MTBE FOIA.  We have now been asked to estimate how
much time we would need to spend to prepare to the FOIA.  It looks like they may also do an email
search for key words, which we would have to go through to determine if any emails are responsive. 
So it will take some time to go through all of that.  I realize it is impossible to know how much time
that might take, but let’s estimate 3-5 hours each to review the emails they uncover.
 
So, by COB next Tuesday, could you please send me (and CC Rachel):


-          An estimate for the amount of time you have spent to date
-          An estimate for the amount of time you will need to spend to complete the work (including


3-5 hours for reviewing emails)


Rachel, could you compile everyone’s entries into a spreadsheet and provide that to me.
 
Thanks a lot,
Mark
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UST Training August Update View this email in your browser


FREE CLASS!
Try our new Class A/B UST Operator self-paced
course – Free the next two weeks.


From: UST Training
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: UST Training August Update
Date: Tuesday, August 27, 2013 8:59:53 AM



http://us4.campaign-archive2.com/?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=f2dccd56ce&e=1dde6e7857
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For a limited time we are offering free access to our new online Class A/B UST
Operator training. It’s a self-paced course that covers the national UST regulations and is
excellent for anyone who needs a general (and free) training on UST systems and federal
UST laws.


UPCOMING Live Training - Oregon Class A/B
UST Operator Training
September 12, 2013
8:00 AM to 3:30 PM
George Fox University, 12753 SW 68th Avenue
Portland OR 97223-8305


Get More Info



http://usttraining.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=094226e41a&e=1dde6e7857
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MORE INFO >
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You are receiving this email because of your relationship with UST Training. 
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UST Training
PO Box 1591
Langley, WA 98260
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Register for Oregon Live Training
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Advanced biofuel companies advocate for RFS in letter
Date: Monday, May 19, 2014 9:31:47 AM


News Headline: Advanced biofuel companies advocate for RFS in letter | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Ethanol Producer Magazine - Online
News Text: advanced biofuel companies, led by the Advanced Ethanol Council and Biotechnology
Industry Organization, sent a letter to President Barack Obama to express the industry's concern
about the proposed rule for the 2014 renewable fuel standard (RFS).
 
“The RFS is necessary because the highly consolidated, vertically integrated oil industry is not
otherwise going to allow market access for renewable fuels,” the groups wrote.
 
“To reduce the 2014 blending requirements and volumes in future years, EPA is proposing to use its
general waiver authority based on ‘inadequate domestic supply.' But EPA is putting forward a novel
interpretation of the word ‘supply' to mean the ability of current infrastructure to deliver renewable
fuel blends to consumers, instead of the available supply of renewable fuel to obligated parties. We
believe that this new interpretation is inconsistent with the plain meaning of the statute and its
legislative history. But the bigger issue is that this interpretation has the practical effect of handing
the future trajectory of the RFS to the oil industry by virtue of the fact that the oil industry itself
controls the distribution of fuel to consumers,” the letter says.
 
“The threat that oil companies could simply lie down on the RFS to avoid obligations vastly increases
supply-chain risk for new projects, as opposed to those already in the ground. Given that more than
90 percent of future blending obligations under the RFS are for advanced biofuels, the
Administration's new methodology would actually scuttle U.S. investment in advanced, low-carbon
biofuels in direct conflict with the Climate Action Plan and your Administration's goals with regard to
reducing oil dependence and promoting advanced biorefineries via USDA and DOE programs,” the
letter continues.
 
The companies concluded, “We are most concerned about the current proposal's impact on climate
change. Our industry has invested billions of dollars in the development and commercial deployment
of ultra-low carbon biofuels during your Administration alone. These investments were made based
on the expectation that when we succeed, the RFS will be maintained as a mechanism to create a
market for our fuels. The current proposal would break that promise by handing the RFS to
incumbent industries that want to see it fail. And by any account, the real world alternative to
renewable fuels is marginal, high carbon intensity oil.”
 
View the letter in its entirety .
 
 
Return to Top
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From: InsideEPA.com
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: The Morning Headlines from InsideEPA.com -- April 8, 2014
Date: Tuesday, April 08, 2014 6:35:34 AM


To ensure you receive our emails, please add epa-alerts@iwpnews.com to your address
book.


April 8, 2014


Latest News
EPA Weighs New 'Ultrafine' Particle Air Standard
Ahead Of NAAQS Review
EPA plans to revisit the question of whether to set a first-
time national ambient air quality standard (NAAQS) for
"ultrafine" particles (UFP) as part of its upcoming review
of its existing particulate matter (PM) NAAQS, which
could lead to stricter air limits than the current fine
particulate matter (PM2.5) and large particle (PM10)
standards.


READ MORE >>


Judges Ask Tough Questions Of EPA, Refiners In
Lawsuit Over 2013 RFS
Appellate judges at April 7 oral arguments asked tough
questions to EPA over its delays in developing the 2013
renewable fuel standard (RFS) and the problems that
causes for refiners in meeting the rule, but at least one
judge also pressed one refining company to justify its
claim of massive costs it faces in complying with the
RFS.


READ MORE >>


Groups Float Competing Proposals To Achieve RFS'
GHG Reduction Goal
Low-carbon fuel supporters and biofuel advocates are
floating competing ideas for how to achieve EPA's
renewable fuel standard's (RFS) greenhouse gas (GHG)
reduction goals, with low-carbon fuel advocates pushing
a climate cap-and-trade program to boost the RFS while
biofuel groups say the best option is to ramp up the RFS'
fuel targets.


READ MORE >>


EPA's CWA Rule May Defeat 'Facial' Suits But Key


Latest Blogs
EPA Interagency Utility
NSPS Talks May Ease
OMB Review
EPA Administrator
Gina McCarthy says
the agency held many
talks with other
agencies including
the Department of
Energy and the
Federal Energy
Regulatory
Commission during . .
.


EPA Environment
Report Includes
Sustainability
Indicators
EPA has unveiled its
latest draft Report on
the Environment
(RoE), an extensive
report intended to
measure the health of
the environment and
its impacts . . .
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Terms Face Challenges
Industry and other critics of EPA's recently released
proposal for clarifying the reach of the Clean Water Act
(CWA) say the measure appears likely to overcome
"facial" challenges alleging constitutional or statutory
violations, but they say that legal uncertainty about the
definition of a host of key terms will likely drive site-
specific, as-applied challenges.


READ MORE >>


GOP Presses EPA To Codify Narrow 'Scalia' Test In
CWA Jurisdiction Rule
A group of GOP senators is urging EPA to codify the
narrow test crafted by Supreme Court Justice Antonin
Scalia for determining whether waters are subject to the
Clean Water Act (CWA) as it crafts a rule clarifying
which waters are jurisdictional, in addition to the broader
test advanced by Justice Anthony Kennedy that EPA is
proposing to adopt.


READ MORE >>


OTC Floats Daily NOx Utility Limits As Model For
EPA Rule To Curb Ozone
The Ozone Transport Commission (OTC) of Northeast
and Mid-Atlantic states is floating a draft plan for daily
and hourly nitrogen oxides (NOx) emissions limits on
power plants as a model for a future EPA rule to reduce
ozone-forming NOx emissions and help states achieve a
potentially stricter ozone standard that the agency is
considering.


READ MORE >>


With Appeal On Hold, North Carolina Suit Marks New
Test For CAFO Permits
A North Carolina farm is asking a federal district court to
block state regulators from permitting air emissions from
livestock operations under the Clean Water Act (CWA),
opening a new legal front on the issue just as a
landmark appellate case that had been expected to test
the issue is delayed as the court grapples with
procedural questions.


READ MORE >>
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From: Barolo, Mark
To: Ansari, Asif A - Duluth, GA; Gerber, Linda; Haerer, Ryan
Subject: RE: BNA: Cellulosic Ethanol Can Emit More Carbon Than Gasoline, University Study Says
Date: Thursday, May 15, 2014 1:03:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png


image002.png


Hi Asif,
 
Yes I had seen this.  Interesting.  The debate rages on.  There seems to be a study that supports
every side of this argument, with people lined up to dispute each of those studies. 
 
This makes it hard to predict the future use of ethanol.
 
Thanks for sharing,
Mark
 


From: Ansari, Asif A - Duluth, GA [mailto:asif.a.ansari@usps.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 14, 2014 2:06 PM
To: Gerber, Linda; Haerer, Ryan; Barolo, Mark
Subject: FW: BNA: Cellulosic Ethanol Can Emit More Carbon Than Gasoline, University Study Says
 
Did you see this?
Asif
 
 
Asif A. Ansari, PE
Manager, Environmental Compliance/Risk Management
Office of Sustainability/USPS
Office: (770) 717-3721
Blackberry: (770) 652-1520
Fax: (651) 675-1611
Email: asif.a.ansari@usps.gov


 


Daily Environment Report™
Source:  Daily Environment Report: News Archive > 2014 > April > 04/22/2014 > News > Energy: Cellulosic
Ethanol Can Emit More Carbon Than Gasoline, University Study Says


Cellulosic Ethanol Can Emit More Carbon Than Gasoline, University Study Says
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By Andrew Childers
April 21 — Using corn stover to produce cellulosic ethanol releases carbon dioxide that would
otherwise have been stored in the soil, according to a study published in the April 20 edition of
the journal Nature Climate Change.
 
The study, “Biofuels From Crop Residue Can Reduce Soil Carbon and Increase CO2
Emissions,” said that ethanol produced from corn stover can emit 7 percent more life-cycle
greenhouse gases than gasoline. Those emissions exceed the 60 percent life-cycle greenhouse
gas emissions reduction required to qualify as an advanced biofuel under the renewable fuel
standard, researchers from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln said.
 
The study said that removing corn stover—stalks, leaves and cobs in cornfields after the
harvest—to produce cellulosic ethanol generates an additional 50 grams to 70 grams of carbon
dioxide per megajoule of biofuel energy produced.
 
The study was funded through a three-year, $500,000 grant from the Energy Department and
compared carbon dioxide measurements taken from a Nebraska cornfield between 2001 and
2010 to validate its emissions model based on 36 field studies across North America, Africa,
Asia and Europe.
 
Methodology Disputed
 
Both the Environmental Protection Agency and biofuels producers disputed the study's
conclusions, arguing its methodology was flawed. They said the study greatly overestimates
the amount of stover that would be harvested to produce cellulosic ethanol.
 
“This paper is based on a hypothetical assumption that 100 percent of corn stover in a field is
harvested; an extremely unlikely scenario that is inconsistent with recommended agricultural
practices,” the EPA said in a statement. “As such, it does not provide useful information
relevant to the lifecycle GHG emissions from corn stover ethanol. EPA's lifecycle analysis
assumes up to 50 percent corn stover harvest. EPA selected this assumption based on data in
the literature and in consultation with agronomy experts at USDA to reflect current
agricultural practices.”
 
Bob Dinneen, president and chief executive officer of the Renewable Fuels Association, said
that currently only 10 percent to 25 percent of stover is harvested for cellulosic ethanol
production.
 
“The results are based on sweeping generalizations, questionable assumptions, and an opaque
methodology,” he said in an April 21 statement. “The authors offer no robust explanation for
why their findings contradict other recent, highly regarded research. Ultimately, this paper
should be seen for what it truly is—a modeling exercise of a hypothetical scenario that bears
no resemblance to the real world.”
 
For More Information
The study “Biofuels From Crop Residue Can Reduce Soil Carbon and Increase CO2 Emissions” is available at
http://www.nature.com/nclimate/journal/vaop/ncurrent/full/nclimate2187.html.
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From: Burnell, Susan
To: Barolo, Mark
Cc: Deitz, Rachel
Subject: RE: MTBE FOIA
Date: Friday, March 04, 2016 9:32:34 AM


It took me fifteen minutes to locate, copy and provide the data from the backlog study.  That work is
complete.  I already have the emails that relate to the PA and backlog study (if any were to be pulled
up in the search).  I don’t think it would take more than 30 mintues to review, if that. 
 
Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave (5401R)
Washington DC  20460
Beginning January 19, 2016, my new phone number will be 202-564-0766
 
 


From: Barolo, Mark 
Sent: Thursday, March 03, 2016 2:43 PM
To: White, Hal <White.Hal@epa.gov>; Burnell, Susan <Burnell.Susan@epa.gov>; Smith, TimR
<Smith.TimR@epa.gov>; Deitz, Rachel <Deitz.Rachel@epa.gov>; Gerber, Linda
<Gerber.Linda@epa.gov>; Anderson, Will <Anderson.Will@epa.gov>
Cc: Worley, Ray <Worley.ray@epa.gov>
Subject: MTBE FOIA
 
Hi all,
 
Thanks again for your work to date on the MTBE FOIA.  We have now been asked to estimate how
much time we would need to spend to prepare to the FOIA.  It looks like they may also do an email
search for key words, which we would have to go through to determine if any emails are responsive. 
So it will take some time to go through all of that.  I realize it is impossible to know how much time
that might take, but let’s estimate 3-5 hours each to review the emails they uncover.
 
So, by COB next Tuesday, could you please send me (and CC Rachel):


-          An estimate for the amount of time you have spent to date
-          An estimate for the amount of time you will need to spend to complete the work (including


3-5 hours for reviewing emails)


Rachel, could you compile everyone’s entries into a spreadsheet and provide that to me.
 
Thanks a lot,
Mark
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From: White, Hal
To: Fiedler, Linda
Subject: Re: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
Date: Thursday, December 03, 2015 1:30:53 PM


Linda--
I'll check with Jim to see if there is anything else he did...I have a sense that there is something else.
I'll get back to you.
Hal


From: Fiedler, Linda
Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2015 11:33 AM
To: White, Hal
Subject: RE: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
 
I don’t think they ever published this specific report.  I found the attached, plus there is probably the submitted article to GW
monitoring that is cited on cluin. What do you think?
 
Linda Fiedler
USEPA Technology Assessment Branch
fiedler.linda@epa.gov
703-603-7194 (phone)
703-603-9135 (fax)
Mailing Address: USEPA (5203P), 1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, DC 20460
Physical/FedEx Delivery Address: USEPA, 2777 Crystal Drive, One Potomac Yard,
Room S-4216,Arlington, VA 22202
**Note EPA email accounts will no longer send/receive messages >25MB.**
 
From: White, Hal 
Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2015 10:28 AM
To: Fiedler, Linda <Fiedler.Linda@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
 
Linda--
Since the agency, in its infinite(ssimal) wisdom, Drupalized EPA's web site, I can no longer find anything that I once could.
This rings a bell, and I'll try to locate a relevant link, but no promises. I'll let you know later today.
Hal
 


From: Fiedler, Linda
Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2015 9:30 AM
To: White, Hal
Subject: FW: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
 
See below.  Is there a publication related to the material on the NRMRL website?
 
Thanks.
 
Linda Fiedler
USEPA Technology Assessment Branch
fiedler.linda@epa.gov
703-603-7194 (phone)
703-603-9135 (fax)
Mailing Address: USEPA (5203P), 1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, DC 20460
Physical/FedEx Delivery Address: USEPA, 2777 Crystal Drive, One Potomac Yard,
Room S-4216,Arlington, VA 22202
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**Note EPA email accounts will no longer send/receive messages >25MB.**
 


From: Joe Odencrantz [mailto:jodencrantz@tri-s.com] 
Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2015 9:19 AM
To: Fiedler, Linda <Fiedler.Linda@epa.gov>
Subject: Request for Publication Information
 
Dear Ms. Fiedler:
 
Can you kindly send me the exact date of publication of the following article and/or the citation?
 
MTBE Diving Plumes  by Acree and Wilson
U.S. EPA, National Risk Management Research Laboratory, 2004
 
I found to 2-page article here https://clu-
in.org/contaminantfocus/default.focus/sec/methyl_tertiary_butyl_ether_%28mtbe%29/cat/Detection_and_Site_Characterization/ 
and there is only the 2004 date listed at this page. There is no date on the document itself.
 
Thank you kindly and I am using this paper as part of an expert report in a confidential arbitration in England.
 
Joe Odencrantz
 
Joe Odencrantz, Ph.D., P.E.
Principal
Tri-S Environmental
Newport Beach, California
p:  949-644-8602  Direct
m: 949-698-8851 try Direct first please
jodencrantz@tri-s.com
www.tri-s.com
http://www.google.com/profiles/joeodencrantz
http://www.linkedin.com/in/josephodencrantz


 
 
"One World, One Environment"
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
 THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS E-MAIL MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE  PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL USE OF THE DESIGNATED RECIPIENT(S) NAMED ABOVE. IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE
IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR ANY AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING IT TO  THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS MESSAGE IN ERROR AND THAT
ANY REVIEW,  DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR COPYING OF THIS MESSAGE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY ME IMMEDIATELY BY
REPLYING TO THE MESSAGE AND DELETE THE ENTIRE MESSAGE FROM YOUR E-MAIL SYSTEM WITHOUT PRINTING ANY COPIES OR FORWARDING TO ANYONE.  THANK YOU.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: U.S. ethanol imports from Brazil down in 2013
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U.S. ethanol imports from Brazil down in 2013 | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Ethanol Producer Magazine - Online
News Text: U.S. imports of sugarcane ethanol from Brazil fell by 40 percent last year, to 242 million
gallons. Because Brazil is the largest source of ethanol imports into the United States, this drop led
the United States to be a net exporter of the product for the year. Export volumes of corn-based
ethanol to Brazil declined, but were more than offset by higher export volumes to Canada and a
number of other countries. Although the net level has varied from month to month, since 2011 the
United States has both imported ethanol from and exported ethanol to Brazil.
 
Ethanol is primarily used as a blending component in the production of motor gasoline. The United
States and Brazil are the two largest producers and exporters of ethanol in the world, with ethanol
being produced from corn feedstocks in the United States and sugarcane in Brazil. Starting in 2010,
growing corn harvests and limited growth in the domestic ethanol market led  the United States to
become a net exporter of ethanol  and the world's leading supplier. At the same time, decreased
sugarcane harvests in Brazil led to significant reductions in Brazilian ethanol output and a reversal in
traditional ethanol trade patterns, as U.S. volumes began entering Brazil to meet domestic demand.
 
Brazilian ethanol production recovered in 2012. This reduced Brazil's need for U.S. ethanol imports,
while Brazil exported significant volumes to the United States, largely due to growing U.S. renewable
fuel standard (RFS) targets. In addition to the RFS, the California low carbon fuel standard (LCFS)
creates an incentive to import sugar-based ethanol from Brazil because of its lower carbon intensity,
seen in imports of ethanol into the West Coast from Brazil.
 
Brazilian ethanol output typically peaks during the fourth quarter (October-December) of each year.
In the fourth quarter of 2013, Brazil had a record sugarcane harvest and increased ethanol
production. However, U.S. imports of ethanol from Brazil fell by 95 percent compared with the
fourth quarter of 2012, when  drought  in the United States pushed domestic production to record
low levels. Another major driver was the U.S. EPA's  announcement of proposed reductions to 2014
RFS , as well as  growing volumes of biomass-based diesel imports .
 
The remaining volumes of ethanol imported into the United States from other countries came from
Canada or countries that have facilities to convert hydrous sugarcane ethanol originally produced in
Brazil to anhydrous ethanol for the U.S market. U.S. ethanol imports enter the country primarily on
either the East Coast (PADD 1) or West Coast (PADD 5). West Coast imports of ethanol averaged 30
percent of total U.S. imports. Despite the geographic disadvantage of shipping Brazilian ethanol to
the West Coast compared to other U.S. regions, imports into PADD 5 continued to benefit from the
advantage that sugarcane ethanol provides in meeting the California LCFS. The California LCFS
regulates the carbon intensity (CI) of gasoline and diesel fuels sold in the state. Depending on the
production process, Brazilian sugarcane ethanol has among the lowest CI values of any fuels
currently available for meeting the LCFS target.
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In 2013, the United States imported 306 million gallons and exported 622 million gallons of ethanol,
the latter of which was the third highest annual total on record. The United States remained the
world's largest supplier of fuel ethanol, despite high corn prices and  increased domestic demand .
Canada received more than half of all U.S. ethanol exports, with its total reaching 325 million gallons
last year. U.S. exports to Brazil fell to 33 million gallons, as increasing volumes of Brazilian ethanol
were available for domestic consumption. U.S. ethanol exports made their way increasingly to other
countries in Latin America, as well as Europe, the Middle East, and new destinations in Asia and
Africa. U.S. ethanol was exported for the first time to the Philippines and Tunisia, and large volumes
of U.S. ethanol were sent to the United Arab Emirates, Mexico, Peru, and Western Europe.
 
The trend in 2014 is for the United States to remain a strong net exporter of ethanol, with the
potential for substantially larger levels of exports, given the recent abundant corn crop and EPA's
proposed reduction in domestic RFS targets. While favorable blending economics are likely to drive
domestic ethanol demand, the United States is likely to remain the world's leading ethanol supplier.
U.S. ethanol import volumes in 2014 will likely be contingent on a combination of Brazilian
sugarcane yields, final advanced biofuels RFS targets, and imported volumes of competing advanced
biofuels, such as renewable diesel.








 Latest News   BNA Insights Search Full Publication   


Latest Developments


EPA Has Until Sept. 30, 2015, to Finalize Power Plant Effluent Limits


Posted April 10, 2014, 1:01 P.M. ET


Four environmental groups—Defenders of Wildlife, the Environmental Integrity Project, Earthjustice
and the Sierra Club—agree to give the Environmental Protection Agency until Sept. 30, 2015, to issue final
wastewater effluent limits for roughly 1,200 steam electric power plants ( Defenders of Wildlife v. Jackson,
D.D.C., No. 1:10-cv-01915, modified consent decree 4/9/14 ).


Under the April 9 agreement, EPA made a commitment to seek no further extensions and to follow
through on a separate agreement to issue a final rule on coal ash waste disposal by Dec. 19, 2014. If the
EPA doesn't meet the Dec. 19 deadline for the coal ash rule, then the agreement allows the environmental
groups to require the EPA to issue the final effluent limits earlier.


Effluent limits for power plant discharges of toxic pollutants are based on the best practicable
technology that is currently available. The EPA has not updated the effluent limits for power plants since
1982. It agreed to update the rules following a 2012 agreement with the environmental groups.


The proposed rule is estimated to cost between $185 billion and $954 billion annually. It would affect
320 megawatts of the more than 1,000 gigawatts of the nation's total electricity capacity.


The EPA specifically said power plants operating on coal, oil and petroleum coke would incur higher
costs than those running on natural gas and nuclear power, such as American Electric Power, Duke
Energy, Constellation Energy and Florida Power and Light, among others.


Congress ‘Far Closer’ to Bill Cutting U.S. Emissions, Whitehouse Says


Posted April 10, 2014, 11:38 A.M. ET


Congress is “far closer” to moving a significant piece of climate change legislation to curb greenhouse
gas emissions than most assume, Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) said today.


The Environmental Protection Agency’s push to cut carbon pollution from existing power plants “is
going to be a game changer” and prompt utilities to push for broader carbon caps that apply to other
industries as well, Whitehouse said.


“A carbon fee that is economywide may actually begin to look like a sensible deal” given the prospect
of EPA regulation, Whitehouse said. Officials from Sprint, IKEA, Mars Inc. and VF Corp. joined Whitehouse
and other Democrats calling for action to address climate change and incentives to bolster renewable
energy production.


The EPA sent a proposed rule that would set the first carbon dioxide limits for existing power plants to
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the White House Office of Management and Budget for review on March 31. President Barack Obama
ordered the EPA to issue emissions standards for existing power plants by June 1, with a final rule due in
June 2015 as part of his climate action plan.


The event was held by a House-Senate task force comprised of Democrats seeking to jump-start
moribund climate legislation. The four companies are among the more than 750 over the last year that
have signed a declaration supporting U.S. action on climate change.


Senate Efficiency Bill May Return to Floor in May, Shaheen Says


Posted April 10, 2014, 2:22 P.M. ET


Senate energy-efficiency legislation backed by companies such as the Dow Chemical Co. and investor-
owned utility National Grid could be brought back to the floor in May, the legislation's sponsor said, citing
talks with Democratic leadership.


“We are still trying to work out that agreement, but that is what we are shooting for,” Sen. Jeanne
Shaheen (D-N.H.) told Bloomberg BNA, adding that a deal to limit floor amendments “still has to be
worked out.”


Shaheen said talks are under way to bring up the legislation (S. 2074) after consideration of a
minimum wage bill expected to be considered by the Senate when the body returns from a two-week
break April 28.


A senior Democratic aide confirmed that talks are under way but told Bloomberg BNA that, a definitive
agreement had yet to be reached.


The legislation, introduced in February, would authorize funding for measures to increase energy
conservation in the federal government, establish voluntary national model building codes and boost
energy efficiency in the manufacturing sector.


Starbucks, Other Companies Push Senators on Climate, Tax Credits


Posted April 10, 2014, 3:38 P.M. ET


Business leaders from Calvert Investment, eBay, Starbucks, Unilever and other U.S. companies
prodded congressional members and top aides today to take action on climate change and move a two-
year extension of clean energy tax credits.


Officials from 16 companies met with Sen. Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), members of the
Senate Democratic leadership and others in Congress—including Senate Finance Committee members or
their staff, according to a schedule obtained by Bloomberg BNA.


The group also met with Sens. Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.), Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), Richard Burr (R-N.C.)
and top aides to Sens. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), Ben Cardin (D-Md.) and Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.).


The U.S. companies are pushing for a two-year extension of clean energy and energy efficiency tax
credits as part of a tax extenders package moving through the Senate, as well as action on the Master
Limited Partnerships Parity Act (S. 795), authored by Sen. Chris Coons (D-Del.), to allow MLP finance
mechanisms now limited to fossil fuel investments to be used to bolster renewable energy projects.


Business leaders also are to meet with members of the House—including Rep. John Shimkus (R-Ill.),
chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Environment and the Economy.


EPA to Release Draft Methodology on Lead Risks


Posted April 10, 2014, 4:04 P.M. ET


The Environmental Protection Agency will release in a few weeks a draft methodology for determining
whether renovations in public and commercial buildings that involve lead-containing paint pose health
risks warranting training or other requirements for contractors, the agency's assistant administrator for
chemical safety and pollution prevention said April 10.


After receiving public comment and revising the methodology as needed, the EPA will analyze the
health risks of building renovations and then decide whether some form of regulation or other risk
management is needed, Assistant Administrator Jim Jones said during a meeting of the EPA Children's
Health Protection Advisory Committee.


The agency's chemicals office also will soon release a final risk assessment for trichloroethylene, Jones
said.
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The assessment will examine whether workers at car repair shops and hobbyists who use
trichloroethylene face increased risk of cancer, neurotoxicity or other health problems from the chemical,
which is used as degreaser. The EPA expects to release the final assessment in May, Jeffrey Morris, deputy
director for programs at the EPA Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics, told Bloomberg BNA.


If the agency concludes these commercial and hobby-related uses of TCE pose a health risk, it will
explore ways to reduce those risks, Jones told the committee. The Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics
plans to assess the risks of 83 chemicals made or sold in the U.S. When issued as final, the TCE risk
assessment would be the first the chemicals office has completed on the list of 83 chemicals that are
widely used in commerce.


Feinstein Says Spending Bill to Include Interim Nuclear Storage Provision


Posted April 10, 2014, 3:26 P.M. ET


Senate appropriators will include language authorizing the Energy Department to develop interim
nuclear waste storage sites as part of a fiscal year 2015 energy and water spending bill, Sen. Dianne
Feinstein (D-Calif.) told Bloomberg BNA April 10.


The provision will be similar to a measure in the fiscal 2013 energy and water spending bill that was
never brought to the Senate floor, Feinstein said. That provision would have allowed the DOE to develop a
pilot program to construct “one or more” consolidated facilities to provide interim storage for spent nuclear
fuel from commercial power plants and high-level radioactive waste from defense sites.


Development of interim nuclear storage sites has been supported by the Nuclear Energy Institute, an
industry group whose members include nuclear reactor operators Southern Co. of Atlanta and Chicago-
based Exelon Corp.


Under current law, the Energy Department is prohibited from developing an interim storage site for
commercial nuclear waste until the proposed permanent waste repository at Yucca Mountain in Nevada is
fully licensed.


Global Panel Examines ‘Forces of Disruption’ for Climate Economy


Posted April 10, 2014, 2:13 P.M. ET


An international group of researchers is trying to understand “forces of disruption” like Tesla, Nest and
Opower and figure out how they can be amplified to support the transition to a low-carbon economy, the
group’s director said April 10.


Jeremy Oppenheim, program director of the New Climate Economy, said these companies have
disrupted traditional models and have the potential to transform energy systems, transportation and other
sectors.


Such a transformation is necessary to avoid global temperatures rising by 2 degrees Celsius (3.6
degrees Fahrenheit) or more, he told delegates at the Spring Meetings of the International Monetary Fund
and World Bank Group.


The New Climate Economy is a research project of the Global Commission on the Economy and
Climate, which was formed by a group of seven countries in September 2013 to examine the costs and
benefits of acting on climate change. The commission is chaired by former President of Mexico Felipe
Calderon.


The seven countries that formed the global commission are Colombia, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Norway,
South Korea, Sweden and the U.K.


Mikulski Planning Full Committee Hearing on Infrastructure Issues


Posted April 10, 2014, 12:28 P.M. ET


Senate Appropriations Committee Chairwoman Barbara Mikulski (D-Md.) announced she is planning a
full committee hearing this spring to hold a broad examination of the nation’s infrastructure needs.


Mikulski said she has not decided on a date for the session but said she wants to have a full committee
meeting to weigh the needs of transportation, maritime, environmental and other infrastructure
facilities.


Mikulski said the session is planned to look “at how we can have a horizontal view on what this means
for creating jobs.“ In particular, Mikulski said she is interested in how prepared U.S. ports are to
accommodate the larger container ships spawned by the Panama Canal expansion.







Mikulski discussed her plans at the close of a hearing where Commerce Secretary Penny Pritzker
testified on her department’s budget. Mikulski said the next meeting of the full committee is April 29 when
she plans an “all hands on deck“ session to discuss innovation challenges. Among those testifying at the
meeting will be the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency and the Energy Department, she said.


Rep. Welch Says Corn Ethanol Mandate a ‘Flop,’ Should Be Repealed


Posted April 10, 2014, 11:03 A.M. ET


The renewable fuel standard has been a “well-intentioned flop” and the corn-based ethanol blending
mandate should be repealed, Rep. Peter Welch (D-Vt.) said April 10 at a forum sponsored by The Hill.


Congress should consider reforms to the renewable fuel standard because the energy landscape has
changed significantly since the Energy Independence and Security Act (Pub. L. No. 110-140) was passed
in 2007, Welch said.


“Our energy policy has changed enormously since this went in,” he said. “The whole gas explosion, the
immense increase in production of oil and gas. Those have good and bad consequences. But the world has
changed since the time the standard was passed.”


Welch said the renewable fuel standard should be reassessed to determine the lifecycle impact the
blending mandate has. Welch said converting grasslands and wetlands to corn production may have
blunted the environmental benefits anticipated when the standard was passed.


Welch has previously co-sponsored a bill (H.R. 1462) that would eliminate only the corn-based ethanol
blending requirement, leaving the requirement that petroleum refiners blend advanced biofuels into the
fuel supply.


Welch was one of four lawmakers that sent a letter to the Environmental Protection Agency March 28
asking the agency to describe any “statutory challenges” that impair its ability to administer the renewable
fuels standard.


House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Fred Upton (R-Mich.) said in November 2013 that
legislation to amend the renewable fuel standard would be unlikely.


Federal, California Agencies Release Water Delivery Proposal


Posted April 10, 2014, 3:49 P.M. ET


The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and California's Department of Water Resources released a plan for
delivering the state's scarce water resources via the federal and state facilities through the end of the
year.


Developed jointly with federal and state fish and wildlife agencies, the proposal aims to balance
operation of the Central Valley Project and State Water Project with the needs of water users and the
environment, Mark Cowin, director of the Department of Water Resources, said during an April 9
conference call with reporters.


The goal is to ensure key water needs are met in the coming warm, dry months, while conserving
water for 2015, Cowin said.


Based on hydrological conditions observed through March 1, the plan is a framework for operating the
state's water infrastructure based on two scenarios.


One is a worst case forecast that assumes there is a 10 percent chance that conditions will be as dry
or drier. A second “average” forecast assumes there is a 50 percent chance of either dry or wet conditions
to continue.
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Latest News
EPA Floats GHG Plan For Modified Plants In Likely
Bid To Ease CCS Mandate
EPA is floating a proposed rule for how modified power
plants must comply with its pending new source
performance standard (NSPS) for reducing greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions, a measure that appears aimed at
shielding facilities that install more efficient technologies
to lower emissions from having to install costly carbon
capture and sequestration (CCS) systems as the
agency's strict plan for new coal plants requires.


READ MORE >>


Judge Allows Beekeepers To Sue EPA Over
Neonicotinoid Pesticides
A federal judge has ruled that beekeepers and
environmentalists can sue EPA over its registration of a
pair of systemic neonicotinoid pesticides that the
plaintiffs charge harm pollinators, clearing the way for a
suit that could force the agency to speed its ongoing
assessment of the risks the chemicals pose to bees and
other pollinators.


READ MORE >>


TSCA Reporting Case Could Prompt Key Court
Review Of 'Limitation' Statute
Elementis Chromium Inc. is focusing its landmark
administrative case over the reach of EPA's Toxic
Substances Control Act (TSCA) reporting rules on
whether its failure to disclose results of a health and
safety study is a continuing violation, likely teeing up a
first-time appellate review of when the general federal
statute of limitations applies in TSCA reporting cases, an
industry attorney says.


READ MORE >>


Latest Blogs
CSB Faults EPCRA
Waiver In West
Findings
The Chemical Safety
Board (CSB) is
suggesting that local
officials
inappropriately
exempted the West,
TX, fertilizer facility
from reporting its
hazardous materials
holdings to first . . .


Shimkus Revises Draft
TSCA Reform Bill
Rep. John Shimkus
(R-IL) has revised
draft language he
released earlier this
year for reforming the
Toxic Substances
Control Act (TSCA),
making several
changes which . . .


EPA Reduces 2013
Cellulosic RFS
EPA is granting
refiners' request to
significantly reduce
their cellulosic biofuel
production target
under the agency's
2013 renewable fuel
standard (RFS) from
6 million gallons . . .


Environmentalists
Seek Boiler MACT
Remand
Environmentalists are
urging a federal
appeals court to grant
a broad remand of
EPA's contested
combustion air rules
and require the
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Groups Seek To Expand 'Buy American' Mandate For
EPA Water Projects
Unions and some industry groups are pressing Congress
to expand the "Buy American" mandate for recipients of
EPA's water infrastructure funding to include
manufactured goods as well as iron and steel
components in fiscal year 2015, an EPA official told a
meeting of state infrastructure heads April 14.


READ MORE >>


EPA Faces Calls To Narrow Plan For Assessing
Pesticides' Species Risk
EPA is holding a workshop to discuss its new interim
process for assessing pesticides' risks to endangered
species where industry is expected to urge the agency to
narrow the process to screen out low-risk species, an
approach environmental groups do not oppose though
they are seeking better access to some industry data to
facilitate the change.


READ MORE >>
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Updated West Virginia Class
A/B UST Operator Training


Events
View all >


April 2015


Petroleum Marketer
Class C Training
Summary Webinar
April 27, 2015, 9 AM
Pacific Time
Private Class (Want
your own? Contact us
for more info)


May 2015


UST Boot Camp
Great for UST
inspectors and
compliance officers
Saukville, WI
May 12-15, 2015
Seating is
limited; Register today


Automatic Tank
Gauges for Operators
Date TBD
Private Class (Want
your own? Contact us
for a quote)


June 2015


Oregon Class A/B
UST Operator
Training
George Fox University,
12753 SW 68th
Avenue
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UST Training recently updated our West Virginia
Class A/B UST operator training course and we
encourage you to check out the improvements. It’s
the same great content but we’ve improved the
Study Guide, added many new and updated
images and made it easy to watch and learn.


Have any new Class A/B UST operators that need
the training? Check it out!


UST Training Now Officially
Approved in Florida
Approved by the Florida DEP:


Florida Class A/B UST Operator
Training - $169.95
 
Florida Class C UST Operator
Training starting at $12.95 per person.
(Bulk discounts automatically apply.)


If you purchase one of the first 50 licenses you’ll


Portland OR 97223-
8305
June 10, 2015
Register now


August 2015


UST Operator
Training Webinar
Live online
Navajo Environmental
Protection Agency
August 19 or 26, 2015
Private Class. Want
your own? Contact
us for more
information.


September 2015


25th National Tanks
Conference & Expo
Phoenix, AZ
September 14-16,
2015
Registration coming
soon!
Stop by Ben’s booth
and say hi.


October 2015


PEI at the NACS
Show
Las Vegas, NV
October 12-14, 2015
More info


 


Start Training Now
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receive a 20% discount off your purchase. Just
use the coupon code FIRSTFLORIDA50


Florida DEP will no longer accept other state
certificates after this August. We’ve been working
hard to get our popular courses approved in
Florida so now we’re ready to help you with your
training needs in the Sunshine State.


Any questions please contact us.


Need Advanced Inspector
Training?
One thing that sets us apart from all other UST
training vendors is that we also train local, state,
Federal and tribal UST inspectors. 


We offer anywhere from 1 to 5 day courses and
can cover any UST topic. Want to learn
more? Contact us today.


Start Training Now


Keep Reading
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Refresher Training this spring
Class C Refresher required?


Not all states have mandatory, periodic refresher
training requirements but some states do.


Confused about refresher training? Drop us an
email and we’ll help you figure it out.


Keep Reading
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Spotlight: Oregon DEQ
Oregon was the first state back in 2003 to require
that UST operators be trained to a minimum level
of competence.


I can still remember packing a large group into a
conference room at the Lake Oswego Crown
Plaza hotel, everyone wondering what the heck
we were going to talk about.


After working with inspectors and operators for
over a decade in this state, I’ve come to really
appreciate how things work in Oregon. Here’s
what I like in particular.


Keep Reading
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Oregon DEQ offers
complimentary site visit for
first-time owners
Are you in Oregon and new to UST systems?
Need some extra help figuring out what you must
do to comply with UST rules?


The Oregon DEQ offers a free site visit for
qualified UST owners. You must be a first time
UST owner or permitee and must be a trained
UST Class A/B operator.


Read More
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400 UST Resources Bundles
and counting
UST Training just handed out our 400th UST
Resources Bundle, a free collection of some of the
best UST handouts available today.


We’re proud to know that in 7 short months, 400
UST operators made the commitment.


Want your own UST Resource Bundle? Click here.
And feel free to share this with others who share
this value of excellence.


Next Oregon Class A/B
Course June 10 in Portland
The next Oregon Class A/B UST Operator
Training class is set for Wednesday, June 10,


Keep Reading
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Oregon Class A/B UST Operator Training
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: U.S. senators press for probe of report that oil companies blocked ethanol
Date: Friday, July 11, 2014 7:15:35 AM


U.S. senators press for probe of report that oil companies blocked ethanol | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Reuters - Online
News Text: WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Two U.S. farm-state Senators on Wednesday urged federal
regulators to investigate allegations raised by a biofuel trade group that the oil industry uses "strong
arm tactics" to prevent widespread use of higher blends of ethanol in gasoline.
 
A report from the Renewable Fuels Association this week said major oil companies have discouraged
the sale of ethanol at levels of 15 percent per gallon (E15) and 85 percent per gallon (E85) at retail
stations, by using distribution contracts that make it expensive or nearly impossible for franchises to
offer the blends. (RFA report: bit.ly/1mIvQi9)
 
Senators Amy Klobuchar, a Democrat from Minnesota, and Chuck Grassley, a Republican from Iowa,
said on Wednesday that the report bolstered the case for the Federal Trade Commission to evaluate
whether the oil industry has engaged in anti-competitive practices.
 
"This new report underscores the need for the FTC to look into these allegations, and I will continue
pushing to ensure that consumers have access to the cheaper, cleaner fuels they deserve,"
Klobuchar, who chairs the Senate Judiciary Committee's antirust panel, said in a statement.
 
The Renewable Fuel Standard requires increasing amounts of ethanol and biodiesel to be blended
into U.S. fuel supplies through 2022.
 
Higher blends of ethanol at the pump are needed to avoid the so called "blend wall," the point when
federal law will require the use of more ethanol than can be absorbed at the 10 percent per gallon
level that dominates U.S. gasoline stations.
 
Oil companies, who have long called for repeal of the biofuel mandate, say retailers have been
reluctant to sell E15 due to concerns that it could harm engines in older vehicles, and that consumer
do not want to buy the product.
 
Without infrastructure to accommodate the widespread sale of E15, refiners have said they would
be forced to sell less gasoline or export more refined products to meet the law's requirements.
 
Klobuchar and Grassley have pressed the FTC for almost a year to probe whether oil industry
practices regarding ethanol violate antitrust laws. It is unclear if the agency has taken action on the
matter.
 
The RFA report found that independent, or unbranded, retail gas stations were four to six times
more likely to offer E85 and 40 times more likely to carry E15 gasoline than stations associated with
major oil company brands.
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“Big oil interests can't argue for repeal of the RFS because it doesn't work when they're the ones
responsible for ensuring that consumers don't have the choice for higher ethanol blends," Grassley
said.
 
He also blasted the Environmental Protection Agency for a draft plan that would slash 2014 biofuel
use targets in light of the looming blend wall, saying the agency had "fallen for Big Oil's rhetoric."
 
(Reporting by Ayesha Rascoe; Editing by Ros Krasny and Lisa Shumaker)
 








From: White, Hal
To: Fiedler, Linda
Subject: Re: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
Date: Thursday, December 03, 2015 10:27:42 AM


Linda--
Since the agency, in its infinite(ssimal) wisdom, Drupalized EPA's web site, I can no longer find anything that I once could.
This rings a bell, and I'll try to locate a relevant link, but no promises. I'll let you know later today.
Hal


From: Fiedler, Linda
Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2015 9:30 AM
To: White, Hal
Subject: FW: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
 
See below.  Is there a publication related to the material on the NRMRL website?
 
Thanks.
 
Linda Fiedler
USEPA Technology Assessment Branch
fiedler.linda@epa.gov
703-603-7194 (phone)
703-603-9135 (fax)
Mailing Address: USEPA (5203P), 1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, DC 20460
Physical/FedEx Delivery Address: USEPA, 2777 Crystal Drive, One Potomac Yard,
Room S-4216,Arlington, VA 22202
**Note EPA email accounts will no longer send/receive messages >25MB.**
 


From: Joe Odencrantz [mailto:jodencrantz@tri-s.com] 
Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2015 9:19 AM
To: Fiedler, Linda <Fiedler.Linda@epa.gov>
Subject: Request for Publication Information
 
Dear Ms. Fiedler:
 
Can you kindly send me the exact date of publication of the following article and/or the citation?
 
MTBE Diving Plumes  by Acree and Wilson
U.S. EPA, National Risk Management Research Laboratory, 2004
 
I found to 2-page article here https://clu-
in.org/contaminantfocus/default.focus/sec/methyl_tertiary_butyl_ether_%28mtbe%29/cat/Detection_and_Site_Characterization/ 
and there is only the 2004 date listed at this page. There is no date on the document itself.
 
Thank you kindly and I am using this paper as part of an expert report in a confidential arbitration in England.
 
Joe Odencrantz
 
Joe Odencrantz, Ph.D., P.E.
Principal
Tri-S Environmental
Newport Beach, California
p:  949-644-8602  Direct
m: 949-698-8851 try Direct first please
jodencrantz@tri-s.com
www.tri-s.com
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http://www.google.com/profiles/joeodencrantz
http://www.linkedin.com/in/josephodencrantz


 
 
"One World, One Environment"
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
 THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS E-MAIL MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE  PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL USE OF THE DESIGNATED RECIPIENT(S) NAMED ABOVE. IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE
IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR ANY AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING IT TO  THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS MESSAGE IN ERROR AND THAT
ANY REVIEW,  DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR COPYING OF THIS MESSAGE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY ME IMMEDIATELY BY
REPLYING TO THE MESSAGE AND DELETE THE ENTIRE MESSAGE FROM YOUR E-MAIL SYSTEM WITHOUT PRINTING ANY COPIES OR FORWARDING TO ANYONE.  THANK YOU.
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From: UST Training
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June 3 Oregon Class A/B Live
Class in Portland
 


We’ve offering another
great Class A/B UST
operator training course
at George Fox
University on June
3.Contact us at 866-
301-8265 or email to
reserve a seat.


Pendleton OR Live Class A/B
course June 11


The Oregon Petroleum
Association’s
2014 Pendleton
Membership
Meeting is coming up
June 10-11 at the
Oxford Suites. We can
offer another live Class


May 2014


UST Boot Camp
with Steve Purpora,
Kevin Henderson and
Dave Emmington
Saukville WI
May 6-8
Register now


Montana DEQ UST
Inspector Training
Helena MT
May 14-15
Private class


June 2014
 
Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
George Fox University
Portland OR
June 3
8 am – 3 pm Pacific Time
Register Now


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Class location TBD
Pendleton, OR
June 11
8 am – 3 pm Pacific Time
Register now (Need sufficient
enrollment)


October 2014


PEI Show at NACS
Las Vegas NV
October 7-10
Register now


Training by the Steel
Tank Institute


2014 STI SP001
Aboveground Tank System
Inspector Training


STI Cathodic Protection
Testing Classes
 
 


EMAIL YOUR ANSWER


READ MORE
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A/B UST Operator
Training course on


June 11 with sufficient enrollment. Do you need Class
A/B training in Eastern Oregon? 


What states can “red tag” your
UST?


Ever wonder what states and territories have the authority
to prohibit the delivery of fuel to your UST system? We
do; all the time in fact.


EPA’s Office of Underground Storage Tanks now has
this handy interactive web page to help answer the
question.


Be Safe When Filling Your Gas


READ MORE
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Cans This Spring!


Now
that the
warm


weather is starting to return, be careful when you fill up
your lawnmower’s little red gas can at your favorite local
gas station. Did you know it’s not safe to fill the can in
back of your car or truck? The other day I was at a c-
station and saw a number of customers filling up their
cans,...


Why is Oregon a full service
state for gas stations?


READ MORE
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I’ve trained so many UST operators in Oregon in the last
12 years that many people mistakenly believe I live there.
So when I’m traveling around the US folks around the
country always me: why can’t you pump your own gas in
Oregon?


State Petroleum Marketer
Discounts
 
If you or your company is a petroleum marketer in
Oregon, Colorado or Wisconsin, don’t forget we offer you
member discounts when you purchase our Class A/B and
Class C UST operator training. We have strategic
partnerships in these states whose associations support
quality training.


Washington Class A/B
Operators Like Online Learning


READ MORE


READ MORE
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When most people think about online learning, they
imagine a dry disembodied voice intoning about some dry
technical subject and the learner expects the worse:
boring content, time wasted, nothing learned.


When we recently checked our feedback from
Washington state operators, we were pleasantly surprised
that our intent to create something that feels, well, friendly
and useful, was not only picked up by our students but
praised...


A word about our learning
platform partner Coggno


Maybe


READ MORE
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you’re


considering online training but aren’t sure if you’re ready
to dive in head first. Rest assured that when you go with
us, you get only the best.


We at UST Training are partnered with the national
training company Coggno since 2011, and with our
excellent content and Coggno’s user-friendly platform, we
deliver the best online experience in the UST training
industry.


Free compliance assistance for
our customers


UST Training offers free technical and regulatory
advice to our customers and has done so since Ben
Thomas trained the nation’s first state-approved UST
Operator training course in Portland, Oregon in 2003.
Graduates of our training courses have full access to top
national experts who are not only happy to explain UST
regulations but can help you determine what is best for
you at your particular site. Contact us at 866-301-8265
or info@USTtraining.com


Copyright © 2014 UST Training, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because of your relationship with UST Training. 
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Our mailing address is: 
UST Training
PO Box 1591
Langley, WA 98260
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Latest Developments


SEC Conflict Minerals Rule Violates First Amendment, Court Finds


Posted April 14, 2014, 2:01 P.M. ET


The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit found April 14 that the Securities and
Exchange Commission violated the First Amendment by requiring companies to report to the commission
and to state on their websites that their products have not been found to be free of conflict minerals from
the Democratic Republic of Congo (Nat'l Ass'n Mfrs v. SEC, D.C. Cir., No. 13-5252, 4/14/14).


However, the court also found that the SEC did not violate the Administrative Procedure Act in its
conflict-minerals rulemaking.


Judge Sri Srinivasan partly concurred and partly dissented from the decision of the three-judge panel.
Judges A. Raymond Randolph and David Sentelle were the other two judges.


The SEC's rule requires companies and foreign private issuers in the U.S. to report their use of so-
called “conflict minerals”—gold, tantalum, tin and tungsten from the DRC and adjacent countries—if those
minerals are “necessary” to a product made by the companies.


The SEC adopted the rule in August 2012 pursuant to Section 1502 of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street
Reform and Consumer Protection Act.


IPCC: Still Time to Avert Worst of Climate Change


Posted April 14, 2014, 1:55 P.M. ET


The worst global affects from climate change can still be averted, but only if countries act quickly,
according to the latest report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.


IPCC's report on greenhouse gas emissions, released April 13 in Berlin, painted multiple pathways for
action on the national and international levels that would help keep the worldwide temperature rise to
under 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) this century compared to pre-industrial levels.


The report from the United Nations panel also predicted a relatively low price tag for transforming the
world to a low-carbon economy, saying it would shave just 0.06 percent off expected worldwide economic
growth rates. And that is without factoring in benefits of reducing greenhouse gas emissions.


The report from the IPCC’s Working Group III was perhaps the most hopeful of the three Working
Group reports that will combine to form the IPCC’s synthesis report to be released in October.


The 33-page summary reflects the work of 1,250 experts from 194 national governments and is by far
the most comprehensive document of its kind. It is not intended to recommend specific policy initiatives
but rather to provide a scientific basis for policymakers in the United Nations Framework Convention on
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Climate Change negotiation process.


DOE Plans to Strengthen Light Bulb Efficiency Standards


Posted April 14, 2014, 12:52 P.M. ET


The Energy Department plans to strengthen its energy-efficiency standards for certain types of light
bulbs by up to 12.9 percent.


The proposed standards for general service fluorescent lamps and incandescent reflector lamps,
announced in a notice April 11, could cost companies and consumers $100 million or more to develop and
purchase higher-efficiency bulbs.


However, DOE expects the energy savings, emissions reductions and other benefits of the standards to
outweigh those costs.


Manufacturers that could be affected by the rule include Philips NV and General Electric Co.


DOE Approves LNG Exports From Alaska to Asia


Posted April 14, 2014, 3:38 P.M. ET


The Department of Energy gave its approval April 14 to a request by ConocoPhillips Co. to restart
exports of natural gas to non-free trade agreement countries from the Kenai Peninsula in Alaska.


The authorization allows the company to export up to 40 billion cubic feet of natural gas over the next
two years, to April 13, 2016, from an existing liquefied natural gas export terminal (DOE/FE Order No.
3418) (FE Docket No. 13-155-LNG).


The previous export license for the facility was allowed to expire March 31, 2013. Company officials
said increased natural gas production in the Cook Inlet region will be enough to handle local needs and to
allow exports to foreign buyers, primarily Japan.


Changing Market, Rules Reduce Demand for Petroleum, GAO Says


Posted April 14, 2014, 2:47 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


Changing market conditions and environmental regulations have reduced demand for petroleum, the
Government Accountability Office said in a report released April 14.


While the report, “Petroleum Refining: Industry's Outlook Depends on Market Changes and Key
Environmental Regulations,” found that environmental regulations do have an impact on the petroleum
industry's performance, the only recommendation it made to the Environmental Protection Agency was to
take steps to issue the annual renewable fuel standard rule on time.


The report comes in response to a request from Sen. David Vitter (R-La.), the ranking Republican on
the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, and Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.) and examines the
impact of the renewable fuel standard, combined corporate average fuel economy (CAFE) and greenhouse
gas emissions standards for vehicles, Tier 3 vehicle emissions and fuel standards, greenhouse gas
regulations for petroleum refineries and California's low-carbon fuel standard on the petroleum industry.


The Government Accountability Office conducted 323 interviews with refining companies,
environmental organizations, consultants and federal and state regulators.


The report said stakeholders pointed to requirements to increase the fuel economy of vehicles
combined with a mandate to blend renewable fuels into the transportation fuel supply as reducing demand
for petroleum products and increasing costs to petroleum refiners. However, the report said it is difficult to
quantify the exact impact those two regulations are having outside of other factors such as fuel prices and
changing driving habits.


The EPA predicts that the combined greenhouse gas emissions and fuel economy standards will reduce
oil consumption by 12 million barrels, the report said.


The United States had 143 petroleum refineries in January 2013 with a processing capacity of 17.8
million barrels of crude oil per day.


EU States Formally Exempt Intercontinental Flights from ETS
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Posted April 14, 2014, 3:08 P.M. ET


Ministers from the European Union's 28 member states April 14 rubber-stamped environmental laws
dealing with biodiversity, emissions trading, fluorinated greenhouse gases and environmental impact
assessments.


Ratification of the four laws was approved without discussion by EU agriculture ministers at a meeting
in Luxembourg. Approval was a formality following agreement on the laws with the European Parliament,
and finalizes the adoption of the laws by the EU.


The agriculture ministers approved a regulation that extends an exemption for intercontinental flights
from the EU emissions trading system (ETS) through Dec. 13, 2016; a regulation that implements the
2010 Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-sharing, which requires importers of
biodiversity covered by the protocol to carry out due diligence and hold certification proving that the
resources have been legally obtained; a regulation that caps sales of hydrofluorocarbon greenhouse gases
in 2015, and progressively tightens the cap until 2030; and a regulation that requires climate change to be
taken into account in assessments, tightens rules on conflicts of interest and requires the publication of
more information about assessments on large-scale projects.
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Dear PEI Member:


The second edition of PEI’s Recommended Practices for the
Installation of Marina Fueling Systems (PEI/RP1000-14) is now
available from PEI. The 2014 edition supersedes and replaces the
2009 edition of RP1000.


The 26-page manual provides authoritative guidance on how to
deal with the challenges of constructing safe, environmentally
protective marina fueling facilities that will allow reliable and
economical service for many years. Several substantive changes
were made in the 2014 edition, including revisions to text and a
diagram describing special requirements for underground and
aboveground piping systems at marinas. Many editorial changes
also were made that improve the readability of the document.


The publication was revised by the PEI Marina Fueling System
Installation Committee: Paul J. Doyle (chair), Petroleum Marine
Consultants LLC; Charles S. Allsopp, First Petroleum Services,
Inc.; Joey D. Batchelor, Guardian Fueling Technologies; Steve
Brandt, Mid-State Petroleum Equipment, Inc.; Jason S. Carr,
Stantec; Ray DeLorenzo, Atlanta Petroleum Equip. Co.; Laura
Fisher, California SWRCB; Arthur H. Hoffman, A. H. Hoffmann,
LLC; Charles B. Hubbard, Oil Equipment Sales & Service Co.
Inc.; Stephen W. Klesic, United Environmental Group Inc.; Ryan
Rethmeier, Western Pump, Inc.; Ernest M. Roggelin, Pinellas
County Health Department; and Jeffrey S. Underland, Petroleum
Services, Inc.   


We have replenished the paper copies of the recommended
practices destroyed in the recent fire. Copies of all recommended
practices published by PEI—paper or electronic—can be ordered
online at www.pei.org/shopping. Price for members is $40;
nonmembers, $95.


Four other PEI recommended practices are at some stage of
development or revision. Here is a status report on each of
them.


PEI is soliciting individuals who would like to serve on the


PEI/RP1000 (Marina
Installation) Revised


LNG/LCNG Installation
Committee Seeking Members


PEI Women Committee
Appointed


ETP (Sunoco) Acquires
Susser (Stripes)
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committee responsible for writing PEI’s new document with
the working title Recommended Practices for the
Installation of LNG/LCNG Fueling Systems (PEI/RP1600).
The document will cover the installation of LNG and LCNG
systems for private and public fueling. The publication will
cover fuel properties, cryogenics, storage, pumping,
piping, dispensing and fueling operations in addition to
safety issues and applicable fire codes. All members of the
committee will be expected to attend four two-day
meetings over a 24-month period, beginning early next
year. Committee members are responsible for expenses
associated with travel and lodging; PEI picks up the meals
during the meeting. Only individuals with relevant
experience with LNG fueling systems should apply. Contact
Bob Young byoung@pei.org by May 30 if you are
interested in serving on the committee. Please include a
brief statement describing your experience/qualifications
with LNG systems. Phil Farrell, 2014 PEI president, will
appoint committee members in June. 
Recommended Practices for the Design and Maintenance of
Fluid Distribution Systems at Vehicle Maintenance Facilities
(PEI/RP700). The deadline for comments to revise the
2009 edition of this recommended practice is May 16.
Those wishing to submit comments can do so at
www.pei.org/RP700.
Recommended Practices for the Design and Installation of
Fueling Systems for Emergency Generators, Stationary
Diesel Engines and Oil Burner Systems (PEI/RP1400). The
Generator Fuel System Installation Committee will meet
June 24-25 to review 103 public comments to its draft
document. Expect the first edition of RP1400 to be
available in September.
Recommended Practices for the Design, Installation,
Operation and Maintenance of Compressed Natural Gas
(CNG) Vehicle-Fueling Facilities (PEI/RP1500). The CNG
Fueling System Installation Committee is completing its
work on the draft of this new document. The committee
expects the draft will be available for public comment this
summer.


PETROLEUM EQUIPMENT SERVICE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE ACQUIRES INDUSTRIAL
PETROLEUM SUPPLY
Petroleum Equipment Service of New Hampshire has acquired the assets of Industrial
Petroleum Supply of Hackensack, New Jersey. Industrial Petroleum Supply was founded
in 1953 by the late Joseph Gioffre who retired in 1992. The company has been
successfully operated by his children Louis and Janet Gioffre, who have been at Industrial
since the mid-1970s. Charles Desfosses is president and CEO of the newly combined
companies. The New Jersey operation will be known as “Industrial – PES” with Louis and
Janet serving as vice president and office manager, respectively.


OPW COMBINES PDQ AND OPW FUEL MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS
OPW has formed a new business unit called OPW Electronic Systems. The new business
unit is comprised of OPW Fuel Management Systems and PDQ Manufacturing, Inc. Phil
Carlin will lead OPW Electronic Systems as vice president and general manager and
assume responsibility for the PDQ business. Gerry Hanrahan has been appointed director
of sales for OPW Electronic Systems.
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PEI WOMEN COMMITTEE APPOINTED
PEI president Phil Farrell has appointed nine members to serve on the newly formed PEI
Women Committee. Members include: Kristi Peterson (chair), Xerxes Corporation; Nichol
Benavides, Petroleum Solutions, Inc.; Lisa Blassingame, NOV Fiber Glass Systems;
Christine Blumberg, Southeastern Petroleum Systems Inc.; Paola Bravo, S. Bravo
Systems Inc.; Joyce Couch, Husky Corporation; Lynn Fry, RSSE Inc.; Michelle Kautz,
Wayne, A GE Energy Business; and Susan Regier, P.S.I. Equipment Sales, Inc. The
committee’s first meeting will be May 21 in Chicago.


EPA NEWS
The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has retroactively lowered the
volume of cellulosic ethanol that had to be blended into gasoline and diesel in 2013 under
the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS). EPA acted as it did because of the limited
commercial availability of the biofuel.
EPA’s Office of Underground Storage Tanks has reiterated its belief that the new
federal underground storage tank rules, proposed in late 2011, should be finalized by the
fall of 2014.


RETAIL PETROLEUM NEWS
Energy Transfer Partners, L.P. (ETP) announced yesterday that it has entered into a
definitive merger agreement whereby ETP plans to acquire Susser Holdings
Corporation in a unit and cash transaction valued at approximately $1.8 billion. By
acquiring Susser Holdings, ETP will own, among other things, Susser’s 630 convenience
stores operating under the “Stripes” brand. The addition of Susser to ETP’s Sunoco
network of more than 5,000 retail stations broadens Sunoco’s geographic footprint
beyond the East Coast to include Texas and the surrounding states.
The Iowa legislature last week sent to Governor Terry Branstad a bill that extends
Iowa retailer ethanol tax credits through 2017. The E15-plus retailer tax credit was
increased to 10 cents per gallon from June 1 to September 15. That provision was
written to offset the increased cost required to blend and sell E15 as a registered fuel
during the summer. Iowa lawmakers also extended through 2017 the state’s biodiesel
tax credit of 2 cents per gallon on the first 25 million gallons of biodiesel produced in any
single plant. Governor Branstad is expected to sign the bill.


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS 
Oklahoma distributor. Texoma Pump, 512 Industrial Drive, Duncan, Oklahoma 73533,
has applied for distributor division membership. Ross Hutson is the manager for the firm,
which was established in 2008. The company represents APSPtrEqp, Bennett,
B&KTkGauge, Cim-Tek, FEPetro, Franklin, FreedomElec, ModernWeld, OPW-FC, PemcoFL,
PMPCorp, Smithpipe, Tuthill and VeriFone. The company also provides service for fueling
facilities. Sponsored for PEI membership by Bob Chase, Bennett, Spring Lake, MI.
www.texomapump.com


ADMITTED TO PEI


Southeast Compliance Inc., Collierville, TN (S&C)
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From: White, Hal
To: Shane Thorpe
Subject: RE: MTBE question
Date: Wednesday, May 14, 2014 1:05:00 PM


Shane—
Hmmm…while I’d argue that with MTBE documents from 1998 and 2002 aren’t all that old. MTBE
started being phased out of fuel at about this time and research interest concurrently started to
wane. However, there are lots of legacy sites out there (yours is a good example). Sinking plumes are
well-recognized for MTBE and benzene. Even API recognizes this; for example see the Introduction
(first 5 paragraphs note this behavior) in this document
http://www.api.org/ehs/groundwater/upload/bull24-2.pdf
Here is an on-line calculator you might find useful: http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-
two/onsite/diving.html
Here is a newsletter article on diving plumes: http://www.epa.gov/oust/mtbe/LL36DvPlm.pdf
And another one: http://www.epa.gov/oust/mtbe/LL35API.pdf
And another: http://www.epa.gov/oust/oxygenat/LL37OXYG.pdf
Here’s a reference book: Wilson, J.T. (2003). “Aerobic In Situ Bioremediation.” In: MTBE
Remediation Handbook. Edited by E. Moyer and P. Kostecki. Amherst Scientific Publishers. p. 243–
260.
Finally, EPA did issue a policy memo on MTBE and other oxygenates that discusses plume diving.
Though this is dated Jan 18 2000, it is still in effect: http://www.epa.gov/oust/mtbe/jan1800.pdf
I realize that this isn’t a comprehensive treatment of the subject, but perhaps it will be of use to you.
 
Hal
 
Hal White
Mailcode: 5403P
U.S. EPA/OSWER/OUST
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
FOR FEDEX OR UPS, SEND TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:
Two Potomac Yard (North Building, 6th Floor)
2733 S. Crystal Drive
Cube N-6311
Arlington, VA 22202
703-603-7177
703-603-0175 fax
 
 
"Scientific analysis should drive policy.  Neither policy nor politics should drive scientific results."
(confirmation hearings, Jan. 2001) "...policymakers need to take a precautionary approach to
environmental protection...We must acknowledge that uncertainty is inherent in managing natural
resources, recognize it is usually easier to prevent environmental damage than to repair it later, and
shift the burden of proof away from those advocating protection toward those proposing an action
that may be harmful." (October speech at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington, D.C.,
reported in Scientific American, Vol. 284, Jan. 2001)
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    C. Whitman,
 
"It is not just a mistake for public health agencies to cooperate and collaborate with industries in
investigating and deciding whether public health is endangered--it is a direct abrogation and
violation of the duties and responsibilities of those public health organizations."
    Clair Patterson
 


From: Shane Thorpe [mailto:SThorpe@csdenviro.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 14, 2014 10:10 AM
To: White, Hal
Subject: MTBE question
 
Mr. White,
 
I have a leaking underground tank site in Illinois where I’ve identified significant MTBE
contamination. However, the program administrator will not allow us to install nested wells to
define the extent of contamination and, actually, we are not allowed to drill below the depth at
which we observe groundwater in soil borings (actually, we have but our costs for doing so are not
being considered reimbursable). The exception to that is if we are installing monitoring wells, in
which case we can drill 5 feet below the depth we observe groundwater in the soils (in order to
install a 10 foot well screen that intercepts the groundwater table). My contention is that we are
required by law to define the extent of contamination but that’s not possible (vertically) if we can
only collect data from the upper five feet of the saturated zone. I don’t think their current approach
is even suitable for investigating the extent of BTEX plumes, but I specifically sent them some
reference materials on MTBE that I had (mostly from the USEPA website). He told me that: “The
reference documents you sent are very old—1998 and 2002.  That was the understanding at that
time.  I stand by what I said, based on what I have learned, about the behavior of MTBE in the
subsurface.  The fate and transport of MTBE is similar to benzene—whether the soil type is glacial till
or sand.” I guess the word similar is open for interpretation but I’m assuming there must be some
case studies available to support his statement. The chemical and physical properties of MTBE
haven’t changed. I’ve asked him to supply me his reference materials but I’m also curious if there
would be any more recent documents available from USEPA?
 
Thank you,
 
Shane A. Thorpe
Sr. Project Manager
 
CSD Environmental Services, Inc.
2220 Yale Boulevard
Springfield, Illinois 62703
Phone: 217.522.4085
Fax: 217.522.4087
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March 18 Class in
Eugene, Oregon
We’ve offering a Class A/B UST operator training course
at the Lane County Public Service Building Eugene,
Oregon on March 18th. Click here to learn more. Or
contact us at 866-301-8265 or email and reserve a seat.


1939 UST System


We recently found this classic 1939 photo that was
colorized and posted on Facebook so we thought we’d


 
March 2014


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training -
Lane County Public Service
Building
Eugene OR
March 18
8 AM – 3 PM Pacific Time
Register Now


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Hermiston Conference Center
415 S Hwy 395, Hermiston,
OR838
March 19
8 AM – 3 PM Pacific Time
Register soon or call 866-301-
8265 for more info


May 2014


UST Boot Camp
with Steve Purpora, Kevin
Henderson and Dave
Emmington
Saukville WI
May 6-8
Register now


Montana DEQ UST
Inspector Training
Helena MT
May 14-15
Private class


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
George Fox University
Portland OR
May 20
8 AM – 3 PM Pacific Time
Register soon


Training by the Steel
Tank Institute


2014 STI SP001
Aboveground Tank System
Inspector Training


STI Cathodic Protection
Testing Classes


EMAIL YOUR ANSWER
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share it. Note the now vintage dispensers and class C
operators on the porch!


Live Class A/B Training for
Eastern Oregon/Washington
March 19 in Hermiston
 
We are offering a Class A/B class for the Tri-
Cities/Hermiston/Pendleton area on March 19. Sorry
about the short notice but we don't get out there every
day so we wanted to invite anyone who might need Class
A/B training in this region. Contact us ASAP at866-301-
8265 or info@USTtraining.com. to reserve a seat.


UST Training: It’s not just for
gas stations


Our host company Coggno
recently published a profile
of a Washington UST
operator who’s not your
typical gas station
operator. Here at UST
Training we work with all
sorts of UST folks who


have a wide variety of backgrounds, experiences and
skills. So meet Tyson and see what he thinks about our
online training.


UST Training creates custom
course for Pepsi
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UST Training recently wrapped up production of two
online training courses for Pepsi Bottling Company: one
on safely filling Pepsi vehicles and one for inspecting
Pepsi USTs. Pepsi has a company-wide policy called the
Zero Zone, which means zero spills, zero accidents, zero
environmental incidents...


Colorado Class A/B Self-
Paced Course Now Approved
UST Training is pleased to announce our Self-Paced
Class A/B course in Colorado is now approved and
available online. Since 2009, we have offered the course
via webinar with the live instructor, Ben Thomas, guiding
the class though the material. And we’ve trained a large
percentage of Colorado operators that way


Attention Tribes: New National
Class A/B Course Now Online


READ MORE


READ MORE
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UST Training is proud to present the first national Class
A/B UST operator training course. This general, non-state
specific Class A/B UST operator training perfect for Indian
tribe UST operators and others who want a solid
education in UST system operations and maintenance.


Hawaii 2014
Aloha Hawai’i Class A/B and
C UST operators. Even though
the training deadline of
December 8, 2013 has passed,
UST Training is still offering
self-paced training for all
Hawai’i UST operators. See
what Hawai’i operators are


saying about our training so far:


Presenter was excellent.
I could complete the course at my own pace, and
go back to the areas for more study.


READ MORE


READ MORE
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Free compliance assistance for
our customers


UST Training offers free technical and regulatory
advice to our customers and has done so since Ben
Thomas trained the nation’s first state-approved UST
Operator training course in Portland, Oregon in 2003.
Graduates of our training courses have full access to top
national experts who are not only happy to explain UST
regulations but can help you determine what is best for
you at your particular site. Contact us at 866-301-8265
or info@USTtraining.com


Copyright © 2014 UST Training, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because of your relationship with UST Training. 
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UST Training
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Langley, WA 98260
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From: White, Hal
To: Weaver, Jim
Subject: Re: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
Date: Thursday, December 03, 2015 2:37:03 PM


Thanks 10^6, Jim.
Hal


From: Weaver, Jim
Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2015 2:33 PM
To: White, Hal
Subject: RE: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
 
Hal,  This is what I could find on the Acree and Wilson article.   Afterwards I’ve listed other publications on plume diving.
 
-Jim
 
 
Using Direct-Push Tools to Map Hydrostratigraphy and Predict MTBE Plume Diving
Groundwater Monitoring & Remediation
 
Volume 25, Issue 3, August 2005, Pages: 93–102, John T. Wilson, Randall R. Ross and Steven Acree
 
Article first published online : 24 AUG 2005, DOI: 10.1111/j.1745-6592.2005.00031.x
 
 
Gorokhovski V. M. and J. W. Weaver, 2007, A Catalog of Ground Water Flow Solutions for Plume Diving Calculations, United States
Environmental Protection Agency, Washington, DC, 20460,            EPA/600/R-07/122.


Weaver, J.W., 2004, The OnSite on-line calculators and training for subsurface contaminant transport site assessment, L.U.S.T. Line,
New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission, 47.
 


r, J.W. and J.T. Wilson, 2000, Diving Plumes, L.U.S.T.Line, New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission, 36, 12-15.
 
Weaver, J.W., J.E. Haas, C.B. Sosik, 1999, Characteristics of Gasoline Releases in the Water Table Aquifer of Long Island,
Proceedings of 1999 Petroleum Hydrocarbons and Organic Chemicals in Ground Water, API/NGWA, Houston, Texas, November 17-19,
pp. 262.
 
Weaver, J.W, J.T. Haas, and J.T. Wilson, 1996, Analysis of the gasoline spill at East Patchogue, New      York, Proceedings of Non-
Aqueous Phase Liquids (NAPLs) in Subsurface Environment:           Assessment and Remediation,  ed. L. Reddi,  American Society of
Civil Engineers, Washington,    D.C., November 12-14, pp. 707-718
 
 
From: White, Hal 
Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2015 12:32 PM
To: Weaver, Jim <Weaver.Jim@epa.gov>
Subject: Fw: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
 
Jim--
do you have a list of the references you've published that deal with Diving MTBE plumes?
Since the web re-org, I can't find anything.
Hal
 


From: Fiedler, Linda
Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2015 9:30 AM
To: White, Hal
Subject: FW: Request for Publication Information-MtBE Diving Plumes
 
See below.  Is there a publication related to the material on the NRMRL website?
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Thanks.
 
Linda Fiedler
USEPA Technology Assessment Branch
fiedler.linda@epa.gov
703-603-7194 (phone)
703-603-9135 (fax)
Mailing Address: USEPA (5203P), 1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, DC 20460
Physical/FedEx Delivery Address: USEPA, 2777 Crystal Drive, One Potomac Yard,
Room S-4216,Arlington, VA 22202
**Note EPA email accounts will no longer send/receive messages >25MB.**
 


From: Joe Odencrantz [mailto:jodencrantz@tri-s.com] 
Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2015 9:19 AM
To: Fiedler, Linda <Fiedler.Linda@epa.gov>
Subject: Request for Publication Information
 
Dear Ms. Fiedler:
 
Can you kindly send me the exact date of publication of the following article and/or the citation?
 
MTBE Diving Plumes  by Acree and Wilson
U.S. EPA, National Risk Management Research Laboratory, 2004
 
I found to 2-page article here https://clu-
in.org/contaminantfocus/default.focus/sec/methyl_tertiary_butyl_ether_%28mtbe%29/cat/Detection_and_Site_Characterization/ 
and there is only the 2004 date listed at this page. There is no date on the document itself.
 
Thank you kindly and I am using this paper as part of an expert report in a confidential arbitration in England.
 
Joe Odencrantz
 
Joe Odencrantz, Ph.D., P.E.
Principal
Tri-S Environmental
Newport Beach, California
p:  949-644-8602  Direct
m: 949-698-8851 try Direct first please
jodencrantz@tri-s.com
www.tri-s.com
http://www.google.com/profiles/joeodencrantz
http://www.linkedin.com/in/josephodencrantz


 
 
"One World, One Environment"
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
 THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS E-MAIL MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE  PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL USE OF THE DESIGNATED RECIPIENT(S) NAMED ABOVE. IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE
IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR ANY AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING IT TO  THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS MESSAGE IN ERROR AND THAT
ANY REVIEW,  DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR COPYING OF THIS MESSAGE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY ME IMMEDIATELY BY
REPLYING TO THE MESSAGE AND DELETE THE ENTIRE MESSAGE FROM YOUR E-MAIL SYSTEM WITHOUT PRINTING ANY COPIES OR FORWARDING TO ANYONE.  THANK YOU.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: UPDATE 1-U.S. court rejects challenge to 2013 renewable fuel standard
Date: Wednesday, May 07, 2014 7:41:48 AM


News Headline: UPDATE 1-U.S. court rejects challenge to 2013 renewable fuel standard | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Reuters - Online
News Text: (Recasts with details from ruling)
 
WASHINGTON May 6 (Reuters) - A U.S. appeals court on Tuesday threw out an oil industry challenge
to the Obama administration's 2013 biofuel mandate, ruling that the government has "wide
latitude" to decide whether to modify renewable fuel use targets, and by how much.
 
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit rejected arguments from refiners that
the Environmental Protection Agency had not thoroughly considered how renewable fuel credits are
used to satisfy federal targets.
 
The ruling could have broad implications for the biofuel mandate, as various groups weigh
challenges to EPA's management of the program. The EPA's final 2014 quotas are due out in June.
 
The Renewable Fuel Standard requires increasing amounts of biofuels such as ethanol to be blended
into U.S. gasoline and diesel supplies through 2022.
 
U.S. refiners need to accumulate credits, or Renewable Identification Numbers (RINs), to prove they
have blended their share of renewable fuels into gasoline and diesel. If they do not blend, they need
to buy RINs.
 
The oil industry unsuccessfully urged the EPA to lower the federal mandate to use 16.55 billion
gallons of biofuels in 2013, saying it would unduly burden refiners.
 
In its challenge PBF Energy said EPA should not consider the use of left over ethanol credits from
2012 when setting targets for 2013.
 
"This contention is meritless," the court said, adding that "EPA was entitled to conclude, as it did,
that it had wide latitude to consider a range of factors as appropriate."
 
Monroe Energy, a subsidiary of Delta Air Lines that operates the Trainer refinery complex in
Pennsylvania, said the EPA's decision not to cut 2013 biofuel targets did not take into account that
companies might need to carry over some ethanol credits for use in 2014, when it finalized the 2013
targets.
 
The company said the spike in RIN prices last year could cost Monroe more than $100 million.
 
But the court ruled that expensive fuel credits were not enough to warrant vacating the target and
that there was "no ground to conclude the 2013 standards are unlawful simply because RINs are
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costlier than in prior years."
 
The court added that higher RIN prices should provide an incentive to invest in more fueling
infrastructure and in diversification of the fuel supply.
 
Other challenges to the 2013 biofuel rule have not yet been ruled upon, the court noted.
 
The biofuel mandate was conceived at a time when fuel demand was expected to rise steadily.
 
But a slow economy and rising auto efficiency have kept fuel use stagnant, putting the nation on a
course where the biofuel mandate will require more use of ethanol than U.S. fuel markets can
currently absorb.
 
It was the approach of this so called "blend wall" that boosted RIN prices in 2013. (Additional
reporting by Lawrence Hurley; Editing by Howard Goller, Ros Krasny and Diane Craft)
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Latest Developments


EPA Weighing Electric Power Reliability in Crafting Carbon Standards


Posted April 07, 2014, 11:29 A.M. ET


The Environmental Protection Agency will take into account the need for continued reliability of U.S.
electric power in finalizing its carbon limits for existing coal-fired power plants, the head of the agency said
April 7.


“Nothing we do can threaten reliability,” EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy said at a conference held by
the Bipartisan Policy Center and the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners.


McCarthy said the EPA rules will provide states, which must submit plans to the EPA for curbing power
plant carbon dioxide in 2016, ample flexibility because the agency recognizes that “every state does not
have the same opportunities” to cut emissions given the varying mix of energy sources from state to state.
But she stressed that the EPA guidance to states for existing plants “is going to be federally enforceable”
and is “not going to be an aspirational goal.”


“We are going to be looking at the state plans to determine whether or not they are conforming with
the guidance in getting the significant carbon reductions that are going to be required,” McCarthy said. The
agency submitted its proposal for existing power plants for review by the Office of Management and
Budget on March 31; it proposed separate limits to curb carbon dioxide from new power plants in
January.


Judge Questions EPA Delay on 2013 Renewable Fuel Standard Rule


Posted April 07, 2014, 2:46 P.M. ET


A federal appellate judge questioned the Environmental Protection Agency's “egregious” delay in
issuing the 2013 renewable fuel standard blending requirements during oral argument April 7 ( Monroe
Energy LLC v. EPA, D.C. Cir., No. 13-1265, oral argument 4/7/14 ).


“Why in the world is EPA so egregiously late on this and why are they consistently,” Judge Thomas
Griffith of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit asked during argument. Argument
was heard by Griffith and judges Judith Rogers and Cornelia Pillard.


The EPA had a statutory deadline to issue the 2013 renewable fuel standards by Nov. 30, 2012, but
the rule was not finalized until Aug. 15, 2013, halfway through the compliance year.


Industry groups have asked the court to overturn the 2013 rule prior to the June 30 compliance date.
They argue the rule was issued retroactively and that the agency failed to provide adequate notice of its
revisions to the blending requirements between proposal and finalization, which increased obligated
parties' burdens.


From: BNA Highlights
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Apr 7 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report - Latest Developments
Date: Monday, April 07, 2014 4:07:30 PM
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“EPA has not promulgated a rule that ensures parties can comply,” David DeBruin, a managing partner
at Jenner & Block LLP representing Monroe Energy LLC, told the court.


The EPA in its 2013 renewable fuel standard rule had reduced the cellulosic ethanol blending
requirement from the 1 billion gallons set out in the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 (Pub.
L. No. 110-140) to 6 million gallons. However, the agency chose not to reduce the overall requirement to
blend 16.55 billion gallons of renewable fuels into the fuel supply (78 Fed Reg. 49,794.


Panel Urges Assessment of Cumulative Impacts of Isolated Waters


Posted April 07, 2014, 3:06 P.M. ET


A panel of scientists plans to reiterate its earlier recommendations that the Environmental Protection
Agency “explicitly address” in a draft study the cumulative and aggregate impacts and functions streams
and isolated wetlands have on downstream waters.


The draft “connectivity” study is intended to provide the scientific justification for the Clean Water Act
jurisdiction rule recently proposed by the agency and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.


In particular, the panel of the EPA's Science Advisory Board plans to recommend that the agency
consider in the draft study how connections with so-called isolated wetlands and streams vary across
distances (spatial) and time (temporal) as well as across landscapes and regions in an attempt to
understand the variety in hydrology and biological and chemical connectivity across these waters.


The panel also plans, for now, to recommend that the EPA move away from a “dichotomous,
categorical distinction” of how wetlands and waters are connected to downstream waters. Instead, a
“gradient” approach that recognizes the variation in the strength, duration and magnitude as well as effect
of those connections will be recommended.


“The SAB finds that the report could be more useful to decision-makers if it brought more clarity to the
interpretation of connectivity, especially with respect to: (1) quantification of the degree, magnitude, or
consequences of connectivity, and (2) the cumulative or aggregate effects of streams and wetlands on
downstream waters,” the panel's draft letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy said.


EPA Official: Clarity on Waters' Protections Will Help Enforcement


Posted April 07, 2014, 2:30 P.M. ET


The top Environmental Protection Agency water official said April 7 the proposed “waters of the United
States” rule was prompted by the lack of clarity over which waters and wetlands are protected under the
Clean Water Act that in turn made enforcement difficult.


Speaking at an EPA webinar on the proposed rulemaking, Nancy Stoner, EPA acting assistant
administrator for water, said “clarity” is essential to enforce the Clean Water Act to ensure people know
which waters are protected.


“In an enforcement action in particular, it's very important that the entity that was required to do
something under the Clean Water Act had a reasonable way to know that they were required to take
action to get a permit or to take some other kind of action under the Clean Water Act.”


The EPA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers jointly released a proposed rule on March 25 that
would bring under federal jurisdiction all tributaries of streams, lakes, ponds and impoundments as well as
wetlands that affect the chemical, physical and biological integrity of larger, navigable downstream
waters.


The proposed rule would affect developers, home builders, mining companies, landowners and other
applicants for dredge-and-fill permits issued under Section 404 and pollutant discharge permits issued
under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act.


West Virginia Can't Indefinitely Suspend Selenium Limits for Mines


Posted April 07, 2014, 3:52 P.M. ET


The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection isn't authorized to indefinitely suspend
selenium water quality requirements for mining permits, but it may do so temporarily, a federal judge has
ruled ( Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition v. Alex Energy, S.D.W. Va., No 2:12-3412, 3/31/14 ).


Ruling in a citizens' lawsuit, Judge Robert Chambers of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District
of West Virginia granted partial summary judgment compelling several mining companies to comply with
the selenium effluent limits of their state-issued National Pollution Discharge Elimination System permits
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within 60 days.


However, companies with permits containing selenium monitoring and reporting requirements, but no
effluent limits, are operating lawfully, the judge said in his March 31 order, because the WVDEP “has the
authority to temporarily suspend the requirement that a permit holder comply with water quality
standards” to provide them additional time to comply.


The Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, the Sierra Club and the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy
initiated the lawsuit in July 2012, charging that ongoing selenium runoff from the mining companies
mountaintop removal sites is irreparably damaging West Virginia waterways.


Feinstein Introduces Revised Drought Bill to Boost Odds of Passage


Posted April 07, 2014, 3:32 P.M. ET


Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) has introduced revised legislation to address severe drought
conditions in the Western U.S. that removes direct spending from the proposal in hopes of boosting the
bill's odds of passage out of the Senate.


The revised Emergency Drought Relief Act of 2014 (S. 2198) removes $300 million in direct spending
that was in the original February legislation, expands access to emergency environmental reviews and
other aspects of the bill beyond California, makes other states eligible for new benefits under Clean Water
and Drinking Water State Revolving Funds and incorporates other technical corrections to the legislation,
Feinstein's office told Bloomberg BNA April 4.


“I hope it will come to the floor,” Feinstein said at an April 2 Senate Appropriations Subcommittee
hearing. “We have removed the emergency spending part of the bill, candidly, because obviously we need
60 votes and it was a problem for the Republican side.”


Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) placed the legislation on the Senate's calendar using a
procedural tactic that could speed its consideration by bypassing the usual committee process for marking
up legislation. Reid's office did not respond to requests for information about when the bill would be
considered.


Members of the House approved their own proposal to address the water crisis, the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Valley Emergency Water Delivery Act (H.R. 3964), on Feb. 5. Senate consideration of that
measure is unlikely as both California senators, California Gov. Jerry Brown (D) and the White House
oppose it.


Russia Approves Plan to Lower Greenhouse Gas Emissions


Posted April 07, 2014, 3:42 P.M. ET


Russia has approved a plan for reducing greenhouse gas emissions in major sectors of the economy
that will be central to formulating the country's position in international negotiations on a new climate
change treaty expected to be finalized by the end of 2015.


The plan was signed by Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev April 7, after approval by the ministries of
Energy, Economic Development and Natural Resources and Environment.


The goal is to keep emissions to 75 percent of the level in 1990, under an executive order signed by
President Vladimir Putin Sept. 30, 2013. This goal would cap Russia's emissions at about 2.5 million metric
tons per year, allowing for an increase in emissions from current levels, since emissions plummeted
following the collapse of Russia's economy after the baseline was set in 1990. Russia is the world's fourth-
largest emitter of greenhouse gases.


The plan will “make it possible to substantiate possible levels of reduced greenhouse gas emission
volumes during the formulation of the Russian stance at the negotiations to draft a new climate agreement
for the period after 2020,” the plan said.


Rio Tinto to Divest Shares in Northern Dynasty, Owner of Pebble Mine


Posted April 07, 2014, 11:17 A.M. ET


Rio Tinto Plc will divest its 19.1 percent stake in Northern Dynasty Minerals Ltd., the company that
owns the proposed large open-pit gold and copper mine in Alaska, after concluding the Pebble Mine does
not fit with the company's strategy, Rio Tinto announced April 7.


Rio Tinto will donate its shares of Northern Dynasty to two local Alaskan charitable foundations: the
Alaska Community Foundation and the Bristol Bay Native Corporation Education Foundation.
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Rio Tinto Copper chief executive Jean-Sebastien Jacques said the company is donating its shares to
these foundations to “ensur[e] that Alaskans will have a say in Pebble's future development and that any
economic benefit supports Alaska's ability to attract investment that creates jobs.”


The announcement by the mineral and mining company, headquartered in the U.K., culminates a
strategic review that Rio Tinto began in December 2013, days after pension fund trustees for California
and New York repeated requests for the company to divest in the project that they said is not sustainable
for business or the environment.


Supreme Court Denies Request to Review Michigan Mine Case


Posted April 07, 2014, 10:51 A.M. ET


The Supreme Court denied April 7 a private recreational club's petition to review a lower court decision
declining to block construction and operation of a nickel and copper mine owned by a Rio Tinto subsidiary (
Huron Mountain Club v. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S., No. 13-920, 4/7/14 ).


In its petition for writ of certiorari, the Huron Mountain Club argued that the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and other agencies improperly refused to assert Clean Water Act and Rivers and Harbors Act
jurisdiction over a proposed mine in Michigan's Upper Peninsula owned by Rio Tinto Ltd. subsidiary
Kennecott Eagle Minerals Co.


The federal government should have required Kennecott Eagle to obtain Clean Water Act dredge-and-
fill or Rivers and Harbors Act obstruction-of-navigable-waters permits, the petitioner said.


The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Interior Department and the Fish and Wildlife Service chose not
to submit a reply brief to the high court.
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Dear PEI Member:


The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has delayed
finalization of the long-awaited 2014 Renewable Fuel Standard
(RFS) Renewable Fuel Obligations until 2015. EPA's notice, in
part, said:


“On November 29, 2013, EPA published a notice of
proposed rulemaking to establish the 2014 RFS
standards. The proposal has generated significant
comment and controversy, particularly about how
volumes should be set in light of lower gasoline
consumption than had been forecast at the time that
the Energy Independence and Security Act was
enacted, and whether and on what basis the
statutory volumes should be waived. Most notably,
commenters expressed concerns regarding the
proposal’s ability to ensure continued progress
toward achieving the volumes of renewable fuel
targeted by the statute.


“EPA has been evaluating these issues in light of the
purposes of the statute and the Administration’s
commitment to the goals of the statute to increase
the use of renewable fuels, particularly cellulosic
biofuels, which will reduce the greenhouse gases
emitted from the consumption of transportation fuels
and diversify the nation’s fuel supply.


“Finalization of the 2014 standards rule has been
significantly delayed. Due to this delay, and given
the ongoing consideration of the issues presented by
the commenters, EPA is not in a position to finalize
the 2014 RFS standards rule before the end of the
year. Accordingly, we intend to take action on the
2014 standards rule in 2015 prior to or in
conjunction with action on the 2015 standards rule.”


EPA Delays Final 2014 RFS


PEI 2015 Service &
Construction Managers
Conference


Registration for PEI Women
Conference Open


Charles D. Kemp Scholarship
Applications Available


Regulatory Briefs
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Here are some of our thoughts about EPA’s announcement and its impact on PEI
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members and their customers:


EPA originally proposed in November 2013 to lower the blending requirements to
15.21 billion gallons, a reduction in the Congressional mandate of about 3 billion
gallons. EPA made this proposal because it didn’t think the fuel sector could absorb
any more ethanol. EPA’s announcement gives cautious hope to the ethanol industry
that the agency will fundamentally rethink how it proposes the annual fuel levels.  
On December 3, an OnCue Express station in Oklahoma City became the first U.S.
retail gasoline station since 2010 to sell regular gasoline for under $2 a gallon. The
national average—hovering around $2.74 last week, also the lowest since 2010—is
down 51 cents in a year and continues to fall. If lower-cost gasoline is available for
years to come, will the public drive more, consume more gallons and move the
nation away from the “blend wall” most believe we have already hit?
The “decision to not decide” perpetuates the uncertainty that has plagued the
continued evolution of biofuels production and marketing for a year. A predictable
marketplace will only be achieved if the RFS is allowed to be the market-forcing
mechanism. Until then, a strong move to E15 or E85 blends will not occur.
The RFS will be an issue in the 114th Congress. It is expected that legislation will
be introduced next year to either reform or eliminate the RFS. The next chair of the
Senate Environment and Public Works Committee is James Inhofe, an Oklahoma
Republican, who is a strong critic of the RFS. Inhofe will probably hold hearings in
2015 attacking the RFS. However, ethanol’s support is bipartisan and along
geographical lines. Even though Republicans will control both chambers of
Congress next year, common ground for reform might be as elusive as ever,
leading us to believe that attempts to weaken the RFS will not succeed.   


PEI 2015 Service & Construction Managers Conference
If you are responsible for your firm’s service or construction department, consider
attending PEI's 2015 Service & Construction Managers Conference, March 19-21, in
Orlando, Florida.


The two-day conference will offer a combination of general sessions and roundtable
discussions specifically geared to the needs of service and construction managers. The
conference will include presentations by Mike Staver on three topics of interest to both
groups:


Leadership Isn’t for Cowards: How to Lead Courageously in a Turbulent Age
How to Create an Exceptional Customer Experience: How It Was Is Not How It Is
Talent for Keeps: How to Attract, Retain and Engage Top Performers


Those attending the conference also will have an opportunity to discuss issues with other
managers from across the nation in a roundtable format. General management
roundtable topics for both service and construction managers include:


Human Resources/Employee/Personnel Management
Office Management
Customer Relations
Manufacturer/Distributor Relations


Roundtable topics for service managers include:


Customer Service
Jobsite Safety
Service Department Management
Service Technicians


Topics specifically for construction managers include:







Construction Projects
Construction Employees
Construction Safety
Construction Management


Registration for PEI members prior to January 21 is $295 ($545 for nonmembers).
Beginning January 21, the fee goes up to $395 for members and $695 for nonmembers.
The fee includes all conference materials, three general sessions, four roundtable
sessions, three meals and two receptions. You can register at www.pei.org/SC2015 or
call Sondra Sutton at 918-236-3967. A list of people pre-registered for the conference
will be posted on the PEI website in the near future.


The conference will be held at the DoubleTree by Hilton Orlando at SeaWorld, Orlando,
Florida. Conference registration does not include sleeping room accommodations.
Conference attendees can secure the PEI $139 single/double conference rate and make
reservations by clicking here. Reservations must be made prior to February 28 to receive
the special rate.


PEI members sponsoring the conference are Davisware, ESCO Services, Husky
Corporation, Morrison Bros. Co., PMP Corporation and RDM Industrial Electronics. If your
company is interested in becoming a sponsor, contact Bob Young at byoung@pei.org.


PEI members responsible for planning the conference are Pete Anstadt, PWI
Incorporated, New Oxford, PA; Shawn Brooke, Petroleum Solutions, Inc., San Antonio,
TX; Ron Kingsbury, UST Services Corporation, Owings, MD; Nate Lawson, McCon Building
and Petroleum Services, Inc., Irving, TX; Ryan Mulvaney, Central Illinois Manufacturing
Company, Bement, IL; Marshall D. Ryan, Unified Services of Texas, Inc., Southlake, TX;
Billy Thorne, Mid-South Steel Products, Cape Girardeau, MO; and Robert Wileman,
Petroleum Solutions, Inc., Houston, TX.


REGISTRATION FOR PEI WOMEN CONFERENCE OPEN
PEI is proud to present the inaugural PEI Women Conference, to be held April 29 – May
1, 2015, in Denver, Colorado, at the Embassy Suites Downtown. The conference is
packed with educational sessions, presentations, and numerous opportunities to interact
and network.


Welcome reception and dinner on Wednesday, April 29.
Kick-Off Keynote on Thursday, “Fearless Leadership,” by Carey Lohrenz. Lohrenz
was the first female F-14 Tomcat Fighter Pilot in the U.S. Navy. She shares her
fascinating experiences operating in one of the world's most challenging
environments: an operational aircraft carrier.
Two sessions by Gail Alofsin: “Be Your Own Hollywood—Cultivating Your Inner Rock
Star!” and “The Foundation of Leadership: They Know It When They See It!” Alofsin
is president of Authentic Measurable Performance and adjunct professor at the
University of Rhode Island.
An update on the new underground storage tank rules, expected to be out this
winter, by Carolyn Hoskinson, director of the Environmental Protection Agency’s
Office of Underground Storage Tanks. Hoskinson will also share her perspectives as
a woman in government.
Two sessions by Kathryne Newton, Ph.D.: “The Evolving Role of Women in the
Workplace” and “Upgrading Your Communications Skills for the New Business Era.”
Newton is professor of Supply Chain Management Technology and is the Graduate
Chair in the Technology Leadership and Innovation Department at Purdue
University.


See the full schedule here.


Early-bird registration for PEI Women members is $395 ($495 for nonmembers) until
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January 28. After January 28, the fee increases to $495 for members ($595 for
nonmembers). (Note that the nonmember registration fee includes a PEI Women
membership.) The fee includes all sessions and materials, lunch, two receptions and two
dinners. The room rate at the Embassy Suites is $150 plus tax until April 7. Breakfast is
included with the hotel room rate.


An optional tour of the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) is planned prior to
the conference opening on the afternoon of April 29. Space for the tour is limited to 20
individuals on a first-come, first-served basis.


PEI Women Committee members include Kristi Peterson, Xerxes Corporation, chair;
Nichol Benavides, Petroleum Solutions, Inc.; Lisa Blassingame, NOV Fiber Glass Systems;
Chris Blumberg, Southeastern Petroleum Systems, Inc.; Paola Bravo, S. Bravo Systems
Inc.; Joyce Couch, Husky Corporation; Lynn Fry, RSSE; Michelle Kautz, Wayne; and
Susan Regier, P.S.I. Equipment Sales, Inc.


CHARLES D. KEMP SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE
Each year, the PEI Foundation awards $1,000 Charles D. Kemp Scholarships to deserving
dependents of PEI member company employees.


Applications for the 2015-2016 scholarships are now being accepted. To be eligible, an
applicant must be a dependent of a full-time employee of a member company in PEI’s
manufacturer, distributor, service and construction, or affiliate divisions. The applicant
must also plan to enroll as an entering full-time freshman for the 2015-2016 academic
year at an accredited four-year college or university. Recipients are selected based on
academic achievement, leadership, character, need, and the applicant’s intent to
contribute to the future of the fuel and fluid handling equipment industry.


For additional information and to download the scholarship guidelines and application
form, visit www.pei.org/foundation. Deadline for completed applications is March 31,
2015.


REGULATORY BRIEFS
Massachusetts. Hold-open clips will be allowed on dispenser nozzles throughout the
commonwealth beginning January 1, 2015. The ban on hold-open latches had been in
place since the 1970s. The rule change is part of a larger fire code overhaul going into
effect at the start of 2015.
Vermont. The state is in the process of amending its Stage I vapor recovery rules to
clarify the requirements in its existing Stage I regulation. The only anticipated economic
impact is to some gasoline dispensing facilities (GDFs) that may need to install updated
equipment to comply with the amendments. The equipment needed and estimated costs
will vary from GDF to GDF, depending on the equipment they already have in place. For
those GDFs that need to install new components, the estimated cost ranges from $435 to
$2,343 per facility. The deadline for public comment has expired. The proposed rule was
reviewed by the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules on December 4.


BRIEFLY NOTED
The White House said November 18 that 70 electric utility companies across the nation
are promising to spend at least 5 percent of their fleet acquisitions budget each year—
totaling more than $50 million annually—on the purchase of electric vehicles.—Detroit
Free Press, November 18, 2014.
Despite solid growth in the convenience store count, the U.S. is still less saturated
with C-stores than it was in 2008. In 2008, population per store had dropped to just
2,079; in 2014 it was 2,105. Back in 1986 there were 3,752 people per store. The
number of single store operators continues to grow faster than the number of chain store
outlets. Single store operators accounted for 50 percent of total stores in 2000; now they
are 63 percent of the total.—Lundberg Letter, November 6, 2014.
Overall diesel demand in the U.S. will start to decline in 2016 in wake of substitutions
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for diesel in the non-transportation sector and growing use of compressed natural gas
(CNG) for heavy-duty vehicles and railroad segments.—An Assessment of the Diesel Fuel
Market: Demand, Supply, Trade and Key Drivers,  a report commissioned by the Fuels
Institute.


APPOINTMENTS
IRPCO, LLC, Poca, West Virginia, has made three territory assignment changes effective
January 1. J.U.R. will represent the company throughout California. Merthan Associates
will be responsible for Iowa, and Walsh, Long & Company will cover Illinois, Indiana and
Michigan.
Modern Welding Company, Inc., Owensboro, Kentucky, will be represented in the
Northeastern U.S. by TR2 Corporation of Wayne, New Jersey.


DEATHS
Margaret Ann Slawinski, a former officer for OILCO Liquid Handling Systems, died
November 20 at the age of 83. She served as vice president, board treasurer and chief
accounts supervisor in her 40- year career with the company. She was instrumental in
designing the internal finance system still used today and continued to operate in various
capacities well into 2014. Margaret is survived by her husband, Richard C. Slawinski Sr.;
a son, Richard C. Slawinski, Jr.; a daughter, Patricia A. Skochil; four grandchildren and
one great-grandchild.
Edward R. (Ned) Maxwell Sr., founder of Eastern States Associates, Inc. in 1955,
passed away peacefully on November 21. Ned was always a strong PEI supporter and
made certain that Eastern States was one of the first companies to join PEI when affiliate
division membership was opened to manufacturers’ representative agencies in 1968. He
is survived by his son, Edward, Jr., and three daughters, Pat Neal, Anne Towne and Kati
Bepko.
Theodore John Renkes, father of the editor of this newsletter, died November 29 in
Atlanta, Georgia. He was 87. Although he had never been in the petroleum equipment
business (he was employed by various furniture manufacturers for nearly 47 years), he
had taken an intense interest in PEI since 1979 and took every opportunity to ask how
the industry and PEI were going. He was a great role model for his boys and a wonderful
friend to those who were fortunate to know him. In addition to his wife, Charlotte, and
son, Bob, he is survived by another son, David, three grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.   
Austin Avery Hurd Leonard, office manager and inside salesperson for Leonard
Petroleum Equipment Co. Inc., Twin Falls, Idaho, passed away November 25, 2014, while
visiting friends in Lawrence, Kansas. He was 34. Austin represented the third generation
in the business and for over a decade worked alongside his father, Steven, extended
family and close friends. He is survived by his parents, Steven and Marion “Mayz”
Leonard, four brothers and a sister. 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Mexico service and construction firm. Uriarte Equipamiento Gasolinero S.A. de C.V.,
Rio Nazas 1494, Col. Los Pinos, Culiacan, Mexico 80128, has applied for service and
construction division membership. Antonio Uriarte is COO of the firm, which was
established in 1996. The company installs service station equipment. Sponsored for PEI
membership by Artemio Hernandez Medina, RNB, Monterrey, N.L., Mexico.


ADMITTED TO PEI


DDC Fuel Services, LLC, Venus, TX (dis)
Magnetron USA, Torrance, CA (dis)
Petromax Ltd., Dartmouth, Nova Scotia (dis)
Spartan Tank & Trailer, LLC, Spartanburg, SC (dis)
Banlaw Fuel Management Solutions, Elko, NV (mfr)
Petro Defense, Zephyrhills, FL (mfr)







Clear Creek Private Investors LLC, Atlanta, GA (aff)
Alfred Benesch & Company, Glastonbury, CT (aff)
Fuel Marketer News, Cypress, TX (aff)
ProTechnology, Ladera Ranch, CA (aff)
SOS-Retail Services, Bedford, TX (aff)
The Dimension Group, Dallas, TX (aff)
Vinamco Import & Export Petroleum Equipments JSC, 
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam (aff)
CalClean, Inc., Orange, CA (S&C)
Fuel King LLC, Rock Hill, SC (S&C)
M&M Services, LLC, Medford, OR (S&C)
Pedro J. Esteves Inc., Caguas, Puerto Rico (S&C)
Southern Petroleum Maintenance, LLC, Arab, AL (S&C)
Ricardo Leyva, OXXOGAS – Gas Station, Monterrey, Mexico (O&E)
Paul Stewart, Kroger Company, Memphis, TN (O&E)
Damon Wright, QuikTrip Corporation, Tulsa, OK (O&E)
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From: Shane Thorpe
To: White, Hal
Subject: RE: MTBE question
Date: Wednesday, May 14, 2014 2:03:47 PM


Hal,
 
I appreciate you taking the time to provide me this additional information. Hopefully this will help. If
nothing else, I will have increased my own knowledge on the subject.
 
Thanks again,
 
Shane
 


From: White, Hal [mailto:White.Hal@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 14, 2014 12:06 PM
To: Shane Thorpe
Subject: RE: MTBE question
 
Shane—
Hmmm…while I’d argue that with MTBE documents from 1998 and 2002 aren’t all that old. MTBE
started being phased out of fuel at about this time and research interest concurrently started to
wane. However, there are lots of legacy sites out there (yours is a good example). Sinking plumes are
well-recognized for MTBE and benzene. Even API recognizes this; for example see the Introduction
(first 5 paragraphs note this behavior) in this document
http://www.api.org/ehs/groundwater/upload/bull24-2.pdf
Here is an on-line calculator you might find useful: http://www.epa.gov/athens/learn2model/part-
two/onsite/diving.html
Here is a newsletter article on diving plumes: http://www.epa.gov/oust/mtbe/LL36DvPlm.pdf
And another one: http://www.epa.gov/oust/mtbe/LL35API.pdf
And another: http://www.epa.gov/oust/oxygenat/LL37OXYG.pdf
Here’s a reference book: Wilson, J.T. (2003). “Aerobic In Situ Bioremediation.” In: MTBE
Remediation Handbook. Edited by E. Moyer and P. Kostecki. Amherst Scientific Publishers. p. 243–
260.
Finally, EPA did issue a policy memo on MTBE and other oxygenates that discusses plume diving.
Though this is dated Jan 18 2000, it is still in effect: http://www.epa.gov/oust/mtbe/jan1800.pdf
I realize that this isn’t a comprehensive treatment of the subject, but perhaps it will be of use to you.
 
Hal
 
Hal White
Mailcode: 5403P
U.S. EPA/OSWER/OUST
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
FOR FEDEX OR UPS, SEND TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:
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Two Potomac Yard (North Building, 6th Floor)
2733 S. Crystal Drive
Cube N-6311
Arlington, VA 22202
703-603-7177
703-603-0175 fax
 
 
"Scientific analysis should drive policy.  Neither policy nor politics should drive scientific results."
(confirmation hearings, Jan. 2001) "...policymakers need to take a precautionary approach to
environmental protection...We must acknowledge that uncertainty is inherent in managing natural
resources, recognize it is usually easier to prevent environmental damage than to repair it later, and
shift the burden of proof away from those advocating protection toward those proposing an action
that may be harmful." (October speech at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington, D.C.,
reported in Scientific American, Vol. 284, Jan. 2001)
    C. Whitman,
 
"It is not just a mistake for public health agencies to cooperate and collaborate with industries in
investigating and deciding whether public health is endangered--it is a direct abrogation and
violation of the duties and responsibilities of those public health organizations."
    Clair Patterson
 


From: Shane Thorpe [mailto:SThorpe@csdenviro.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 14, 2014 10:10 AM
To: White, Hal
Subject: MTBE question
 
Mr. White,
 
I have a leaking underground tank site in Illinois where I’ve identified significant MTBE
contamination. However, the program administrator will not allow us to install nested wells to
define the extent of contamination and, actually, we are not allowed to drill below the depth at
which we observe groundwater in soil borings (actually, we have but our costs for doing so are not
being considered reimbursable). The exception to that is if we are installing monitoring wells, in
which case we can drill 5 feet below the depth we observe groundwater in the soils (in order to
install a 10 foot well screen that intercepts the groundwater table). My contention is that we are
required by law to define the extent of contamination but that’s not possible (vertically) if we can
only collect data from the upper five feet of the saturated zone. I don’t think their current approach
is even suitable for investigating the extent of BTEX plumes, but I specifically sent them some
reference materials on MTBE that I had (mostly from the USEPA website). He told me that: “The
reference documents you sent are very old—1998 and 2002.  That was the understanding at that
time.  I stand by what I said, based on what I have learned, about the behavior of MTBE in the
subsurface.  The fate and transport of MTBE is similar to benzene—whether the soil type is glacial till
or sand.” I guess the word similar is open for interpretation but I’m assuming there must be some
case studies available to support his statement. The chemical and physical properties of MTBE
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haven’t changed. I’ve asked him to supply me his reference materials but I’m also curious if there
would be any more recent documents available from USEPA?
 
Thank you,
 
Shane A. Thorpe
Sr. Project Manager
 
CSD Environmental Services, Inc.
2220 Yale Boulevard
Springfield, Illinois 62703
Phone: 217.522.4085
Fax: 217.522.4087
 








From: Ben Thomas
To: Ben Thomas
Subject: UST Training Newsletter
Date: Sunday, November 29, 2015 7:16:33 PM
Attachments: UST_emal.png


Dear 2015 Tanks Conference Attendee:


I hope you enjoyed the tanks conference in Phoenix this September as much as I did. I’ve been 
attending since 1996 when I helped host a session about why states needed UST web pages. 
We’ve sure come a long way and I found this year’s conference to be the best one yet.


The reason I’m emailing you is to extend an offer to sign up for our online newsletter 
USTTraining News, a free monthly bulletin about national, tribal and state UST training 
issues. We post news, updates, videos, stories and all things that promote high quality UST 
training to nearly 4,000 UST professionals every month.


If you want to sign up , please click here


Thanks!


Ben Thomas
Ben@USTtraining.com
http://www.USTtraining.com
866-301-8265 or 360-321-4776


Sign up for our free newsletter



mailto:ben@usttraining.com

mailto:ben@usttraining.com

http://eepurl.com/iYsGD

mailto:Ben@USTtraining.com

http://www.usttraining.com/

http://eepurl.com/iYsGD








From: White, Hal
To: Weaver, Jim
Subject: Re: UST Contaminants Questions
Date: Monday, October 27, 2014 10:57:59 AM


Thanks, Jim...you were clearly a better choice to provide an answer than I.
On an un-related note, I'll give you a call later to more personally thank you for the leather
bowl you sent. Chris and Harold were very impressed with the workmanship as was I. Very
cool stuff.
Hal


From: Weaver, Jim
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2014 5:43 PM
To: Northcutt, Rachel
Cc: Guignet, Dennis; Jenkins, Robin; White, Hal
Subject: RE: UST Contaminants Questions
 
Rachel,
 
 
I’ve looked through your list and noted chemicals that are known to be in gasoline on the “Count per
Analyte” sheet.   In addition to what would be obvious to me, I used  EPA 600/R-05/032 (especially
accompanying spreadsheet) and Potter, T.L and Simmons, K.E., 1998,Total Petroleum Hydrocarbon
Criteria Working Group (TPHCWG) Series, Volume 2, Composition of Petroleum Mixtures, Amherst
Scientific Publishers to check some of the compounds.   
 
Most of these chemicals can originate from different types of sources, so picking chemicals on the
list and presuming that they only come from gasoline would cause problems.   But for gasoline, the
main indicators would be MTBE, BTEX, trimethylbenzenes, EDB, 1,2-DCA.    Especially MTBE with
BTEX, or BTEX with EDB and 1,2-DCA.   Diesel has higher molecular weight hydrocarbons – so the
PAHs pyrene and phenanthrene pop up, and according to the TPHCWG metals.
 
In my looking I didn’t see chemicals repeated with different names, although this can be a problem.  
CAS numbers are used for unique identification, given the multiple names used, so I checked some
against CAS numbers, myself.
 
Some laboratories are not equipped to distinguish the isomers of xylene, so they will report total
xylenes.   Otherwise a lab might report m,p-xylene, because they don’t distinguish these two and
then also report o-xylene.       I think that a lab reporting this way would not also report total xylenes.
 
-Jim
 
 
Jim Weaver,  Ph. D.  |  Research Hydrologist
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency | National Risk Management Research Laboratory  |  Ground
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From: Northcutt, Rachel 
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2014 10:20 AM
To: Weaver, Jim
Cc: Guignet, Dennis; Jenkins, Robin
Subject: UST Contaminants Questions
 
Dear Jim,
 
I hope Hal White was able to get in touch with you regarding our study on property values and
leaking underground storage tanks (USTs). This is work we are doing in cooperation with OUST. We
really appreciate any advice  you’re able to provide, and  your input here will really help us to move
forward with our study.
 
In the attached excel sheet we listed all of the contaminants (or analytes) that are present in a
dataset we are using of private well tests from the Florida Department of Health, along with the
frequency that each analyte occurs.  These data include all contaminants that the Dept of Health
tested for, not just UST related ones.  We don’t know much about the science here, and would
appreciate your feedback on a few questions. 
 


1.       What pollutants (or analytes) tend to be related to UST releases? We flagged a few in the
attached excel sheet, but may have missed some. If it’s easier, please feel free to just
highlight or add an “x” next to the UST related analytes.


2.       We’re not familiar with the different names of these analytes, are any of them actually
denoting the same thing, and could be collapsed? 


3.       How should we consider xylenes?  There are several categories, should they be considered
separatly or in total?


 
Also, in case you’re curious, we’ve also included a histogram showing the most common
contaminants found in private wells in FL.  Notice that MTBE and benzene are among the most
commonly detected, and xylenes and ethylbenzene also made the list.  Please feel free to pass on to
any of your colleagues who may also be able to provide some helpful insights.
 
Thank you so much,
Rachel
 








From: Victoria A. Flowers
To: Smith, TimR
Cc: vflowers@oneidanation.org
Subject: UST TRaining
Date: Tuesday, March 15, 2016 4:31:58 PM


Tim can you please give me a call?
 
Thank You!
 
Check out our webpage at http://www.oneidanation.org/environment/
Like us on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/OneidaEHSD?fref=ts
 
Victoria Flowers
Environmental Specialist
Oneida Environmental, Health and Safety Division
Oneida Nation
vflowers@oneidanation.org
BrownField@oneidanation.org
(920)869-4548 Office
(920)366-6720
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Latest Developments


EPA ‘Likely’ to Issue Final RFS in June, McCarthy Says


Posted April 09, 2014, 10:42 A.M. ET


Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy tells a Senate Appropriations
subcommittee April 9 that the agency will “likely” issue a final 2014 renewable fuel standard in June.


“It should never go beyond that,” McCarthy said, adding she hopes the agency can propose the annual
targets more quickly in the future.


In November, the EPA proposed requiring petroleum refiners and importers to blend 15.21 billion
gallons of renewable fuels in 2014, substantially less than the 18.15 billion gallons Congress mandated
under the 2007 Energy Independence and Security Act.


EPA Official Urges Localities to Update Source Water Plans


Posted April 09, 2014, 4:06 P.M. ET


In light of the chemical spill in West Virginia's Elk River, the second ranking Environmental Protection
Agency official said publicly owned drinking water utilities ought to begin updating their source water
protection plans to be prepared to deal with threats to drinking water supplies.


At the National Clean Water Policy Forum, EPA Deputy Administrator Bob Perciasepe said source water
protection plans, which should have been completed by 2003, have not been updated since then. “I
mentioned this to drinking water folks earlier this week and I'll reiterate it here that it's not a bad time
now to take those off the shelf and take a look at them to see what has been done and what hasn't been
implemented and what's missing.”


Source water constitutes from rivers, streams, reservoirs and aquifers that is treated and used for
drinking water purposes. Under the Safe Drinking Water Act, states are required to develop and implement
source water assessment plans. This is a process for evaluating a public water system's source water and
assessing its vulnerability to contamination. Based on the information in the assessment, utilities develop
plans to assess those risks. Utilities are under no obligation, however, to implement those plans.


Without naming Freedom Industries, Perciasepe said the facility that was the source of the chemical
that contaminated the drinking water supplies of Charleston residents was identified in West Virginia's
2003 source water protection plan.


Perciasepe said that “the preparedness part is as essential as the identifying part. We have learned
that.”


Existing Water Act Authorities Suffice for Stormwater: EPA Official


From: BNA Highlights
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Apr 9 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report - Latest Developments
Date: Wednesday, April 09, 2014 4:41:45 PM


Manage your email subscriptions


Email not displaying correctly? View publication in your browser.
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The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be
copyrighted and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have any questions or no longer wish to receive these
messages, please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-566-2370. 
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Posted April 09, 2014, 4:05 P.M. ET


The top ranking Environmental Protection Agency water official said April 9 that the agency decided to
defer national stormwater rulemaking after recognizing that it has the existing authority and tools under
the Clean Water Act to tackle the problem.


“The reason is because we feel like there is a lot of existing authority and tools to accomplish the same
goals. We need to maximize what we can do by creating incentives,” Nancy Stoner, EPA acting assistant
administrator for water, said on the final day of the April 7-9 National Clean Water Policy Forum.


The agency had confirmed March 19 to Bloomberg BNA that it was deferring action on its rule to
address stormwater from newly built and redeveloped sites and instead will provide incentives, technical
assistance and other approaches for cities and towns to address it themselves.


EPA to Take a Year to Revise Lead-Copper Drinking Water Rule


Posted April 09, 2014, 4:12 P.M. ET


The Environmental Protection Agency plans to propose revisions to its 20-year-old lead-copper
drinking water rule after an agency working group completes its deliberations, which should take “about a
year,” the agency's top drinking water official said April 9.


On the final day of the National Clean Water Policy Forum, Peter Grevatt, director of the Office of
Groundwater and Drinking Water, said the revisions to the lead-copper drinking water rule would be issued
following the deliberations of a work group that has been set up at the National Drinking Water Advisory
Council.


Grevatt said the work group would be charged with looking at lead-sampling protocols and measures
to replace lead service lines, among other issues.


He said there are 10 million lead service lines in the country. “It's a very expensive proposition to
replace them all. The process is complicated because the lines are partly owned by utilities and partly
owned by homeowners,” he said.


The lead and copper rule requires drinking water utilities that have lead service lines and optimized
corrosion control—but which still exceed the legal limit known as the “action level” for lead—to replace 7
percent of their lead service lines annually, replace the portion of the line that the system owns and offer
to replace the customer's portion of the line at the customer's cost. A full line replacement would involve
replacing the service lines from the water main to homes.


Final Clean Water Act Jurisdiction Rule Possible in ‘About a Year’ McCarthy Says


Posted April 09, 2014, 11:18 A.M. ET


Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy says the agency will look to finalize a
proposed rule clarifying its Clean Water Act jurisdiction in “about a year,” but it will take “whatever time it
takes to get this right.”


The EPA will listen to comments and concerns about the proposed regulation, and it will consider
rethinking language in the proposal to address those concerns.


McCarthy acknowledges there is significant distrust between the agricultural industry and the EPA
about the proposed regulation, and she pledges to conduct significant outreach to address the industry's
concerns.


“I really want this rule to work for the agriculture community,” McCarthy tells a Senate Appropriations
subcommittee during a hearing on the fiscal 2015 budget request for the EPA


The EPA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issued the joint proposed rule on March 25.


Staff Cuts to Affect Technical Assistance, Grants, Perciasepe Says


Posted April 09, 2014, 3:18 P.M. ET


A reduced workforce at the Environmental Protection Agency owing to spending constraints will affect
the level of grants and technical assistance that the agency can offer to states and localities, according to
EPA Deputy Administrator Bob Perciasepe.


Speaking on the final day of the National Clean Water Policy Forum, Perciasepe said the agency is in
the process of reducing its workforce by almost 2,000 people in response to budget constraints placed on







its spending by Congress.


Most important, though, “all this will affect what kind of technical assistance we can give, what kind of
state grants we can have, and what's going to happen to [state revolving funds],” Perciaspe said.


He said the EPA, which hasn't been immune to cuts in domestic discretionary spending, will have only
so much money in discretionary federal spending. “We have to figure out the balance between different
parts of it: the part that funds EPA's work, the part that funds grants for state operations, and the part
that funds infrastructure and superfund so all of those are tight,” he said.


House Transportation Passes Bill Limiting EPA Dredge-and-Fill Permit Authority


Posted April 09, 2014, 12:55 P.M. ET


The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee passes a bill April 9 that would restrict the
Environmental Protection Agency's ability to revoke a clean water dredge-and-fill permit after the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers has approved the permit.


The committee approved the bill (H.R. 524) on a 34-20 vote, largely along party lines with support
from Republicans and some Democrats. Rep. David McKinley (R-W.Va.) and 10 co-sponsors introduced the
bill Feb. 6.


Currently, the EPA may alter or revoke a dredge-and-fill permit at any time under Clean Water Act
Section 404(c), even after the permit has been approved by the corps, if it determines the actions will
cause unacceptable harm to the environment.


Potentially affected industries include construction, mining and agriculture, among others.


The EPA has revoked portions of a dredge-and-fill permit for a surface coal mine owned by Arch Coal
Inc. in West Virginia. It also recently began the process under Section 404(c) to consider preemptively
vetoing a Section-404 permit for the proposed Pebble Mine in Alaska, owned by Northern Dynasty Minerals
Ltd.


DOT Plans to Set Minimum Crew Size for Crude Oil Trains


Posted April 09, 2014, 2:07 P.M. ET


The Federal Railroad Administration announced that it intends to propose minimum crew-size
requirements for most mainline freight and passenger trains, including trains carrying crude oil.


The administration, in an April 9 statement, said that the proposed rule will likely require a minimum
of two-person crews for trains carrying crude oil. The proposed rule also is expected to establish
“appropriate” exceptions to the minimum crew-size requirements, according to the administration.


FRA Administrator Joseph Szabo said in an April 9 statement that the administration thinks the use of
a multi-person train crew will enhance safety. “Ensuring that trains are adequately staffed for the type of
service operated is a critically important to ensure safety redundancy,” Szabo said.


Presently, FRA regulations do not include minimum crew-staffing requirements, but the current rail
industry practice is to have two-person crews, according to the administration.


The safety of transporting crude oil by rail has been a priority for the Transportation Department,
which is also considering new tank-car standards for cars in flammable liquid service.


A July 2013 derailment of an unattended train carrying crude oil in Lac-Mégantic, Quebec resulted in
the deaths of 47 people.


DOT's Foxx Says Lack of Oil Industry Data Slowing Rail Safety Efforts


Posted April 09, 2014, 11:40 A.M. ET


Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx told a Senate Appropriations subcommittee April 9 that the
failure of the oil industry to respond to a request for data on the characteristics of crude oil from North
Dakota's Bakken shale region is slowing down efforts to improve the transport of crude oil by rail.


Foxx told the Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related Agencies
that the DOT has received information from three individual oil companies but has not received “robust”
data from the oil industry, despite a January request for as much information as possible. Foxx noted that
the department is conducting its own testing of Bakken crude samples, but said a larger number of
samples would allow for a better assessment of crude oil characteristics.







The lack of data sharing is slowing down the DOT's ability to inform Congress on the volatility of
Bakken crude oil and slowing down efforts to coordinate with emergency responders on crude-by-rail
safety, according to Foxx. The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration issued a safety alert
in January cautioning that crude oil from the Bakken region may be more flammable than other types of
crude oil.


Foxx also said federal regulators need a “comprehensive understanding” of crude oil characteristics to
develop new standards for rail tank cars that are used to transport flammable liquids. The DOT is working
on a “complete and thorough” tank car rule that would address the design of new cars and the safety of
existing DOT-111 rail tank cars.


“It all starts with knowing what we're transporting,” Foxx said.


Foxx said his target date for issuing a proposed tank car rule is “as soon as possible” but declined to
provide a more specific timeline when asked by Subcommittee Chairwoman Patty Murray (D-Wash.) and
Subcommittee Ranking Member Susan Collins (R-Maine).


Companies involved in Bakken: Marathon Oil Corp., ConocoPhillips Co. and Whiting Petroleum.


Murkowski: EPA Regulations Could Fundamentally Change Economy


Posted April 09, 2014, 3:10 P.M. ET


At a Senate Appropriations subcommittee hearing today, Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) says
forthcoming EPA regulations on carbon pollution from power plants could jeopardize the affordability and
reliability of electricity in the United States.


Murkowski says the power plant regulations are part of a broader, troubling pattern of EPA actions that
could “fundamentally change our economy and the lives of the people we are here to represent.”


The Alaskan Republican, speaking to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy, also expresses concern over
the agency’s recently proposed rule on Clean Water Act jurisdiction, which she says would drastically
expand the lands subject to regulation.


Oil Industry Wants Biodiesel ‘Loophole' Closed in Fuel Credits Rule


Posted April 09, 2014, 2:37 P.M. ET


Allowing biodiesel producers to separate and sell renewable fuel credits creates more opportunities for
fraud in the renewable identification number market, petroleum groups told the Environmental Protection
Agency and White House during a recent meeting.


The American Petroleum Institute, American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers and Exxon Mobil
Corp. told the EPA and Office of Management and Budget to eliminate the ability of biodiesel producers to
sever renewable identification numbers (RINs) from batches of fuels produced as part of an upcoming final
rule establishing a quality assurance program for the fuels credit market. RINs are serial numbers attached
to batches of renewable fuels that also can be severed and sold as credits to comply with the annual
renewable fuel standard blending mandates.


“EPA must close the loophole for RIN separation, which has been the source of over 170 million
fraudulent RINs. The volume of biodiesel used as neat transportation fuel is miniscule compared with the
risk for RIN invalidity,” the petroleum groups said in materials presented to the administration at the
March 24 meeting.


However, biodiesel producers told the administration that it needs the revenue generated by selling its
RINs during a separate March 24 meeting.


The EPA proposed the rule in February 2013. As proposed, it would establish qualifications for third-
party auditors who would determine the validity of the renewable identification numbers (RINs)—serial
numbers attached to batches of renewable fuels. It also would establish audit procedures for renewable
fuel production facilities, including minimum frequency, site visits, review of records and reporting
requirements.


As part of that proposed rule, the EPA is taking comment on whether renewable fuel producers should
be allowed to separate and sell their own RINs. The EPA anticipates finalizing the rule in April.


Bill to Expedite LNG Exports Approved by House Panel


Posted April 09, 2014, 4:10 P.M. ET
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A House Energy and Commerce subcommittee approves a bill (H.R. 6) April 9 that would automatically
approve licenses to export natural gas to countries that are members of the World Trade Organization.


The Subcommittee on Energy and Power approves the bill on a 15-11 party-line vote and adopts one
amendment from Rep. Bobby Rush (D-Ill.) on a voice vote. The Rush amendment would require the
Department of Energy to disclose the specific destination of any liquefied natural gas exports.


Rush says consumers need to know whether natural gas exports actually reach Europe or will be sold
to higher-priced markets in Asia.


Democrats say they plan to offer more amendments at the full committee markup, which will follow
the two-week congressional spring recess. Those amendments will focus on the impacts to U.S. consumers
and manufacturers of LNG exports, they say. No Democrats voted for the bill.


The Republican-sponsored bill also would approve the 24 LNG export license applications pending at
the Energy Department. Rep. Cory Gardner (R-Colo.), the bill's sponsor, says the legislation is a response
to calls for help from Eastern European countries that want to reduce their dependence on Russian oil and
gas exports.


California Lawmakers Advance Bills on Fracking, Response Plan


Posted April 09, 2014, 4:21 P.M. ET


California's Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Water Quality April 8 advanced measures
seeking to impose a moratorium on hydraulic fracturing activities at oil and gas fields and updates to the
state's oil response program to address the risks of importing crude oil by rail.


Both bills now head to the Senate Committee on Environmental Committee for further action.


The measure to halt oil and gas well stimulation treatments, S.B. 1132, cleared the committee on a 5-
2 vote.


S.B. 1132, however, did not have broad support from Democrats on the committee. Sen. Fran Pavley
(D) provided the fifth vote needed to advance the bill that would ban oil and gas well stimulation activities
throughout the state until a study can deem the activities safe for the public and environment.


Democrats, including Richard Lara, abstained from the vote, saying the measure would affect his
constituents that work at oil and gas fields in Southern California.


If enacted, the measure would bar hydraulic fracturing, acidization treatments and other stimulation
treatments used to improve mostly oil production in the state. Even if passed by the full Senate and
Assembly, the fate of S.B. 1132 falls to Gov. Jerry Brown (D), who so far has not supported a moratorium
on oil and gas well stimulation activities.


Guide Released to Improve ‘Traceability' in Corporate Supply Chains


Posted April 09, 2014, 2:36 P.M. ET


The United Nations Global Compact and sustainability advisory group BSR released April 9 a guide to
help companies improve “traceability” in their supply chains.


Currently, only a small percentage of commodities are traceable on sustainability issues, meaning
companies can identify and track a product's path from raw material to finished good, the guide said. But
traceability is becoming increasingly important to companies seeking to make their supply chains more
transparent and meet their sustainability goals.


The guide uses examples of existing traceability systems for commodities such as biofuels, beef and
palm oil to show companies which sustainability issues are relevant to each commodity and identify best
practices in tracing it. Companies that are active in traceability efforts for those commodities include BP,
McDonalds and Unilever.


NOAA Official: Right Economic Drivers Needed for Coastal Restoration


Posted April 09, 2014, 12:18 P.M. ET


The loss of coastal ecosystems is a problem that cannot be solved with government funding alone, a
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration official said April 9.


“We have to get the economic drivers right” so that decision makers in the private sector, individual
landowners and others consider the value of coastal ecosystem services in their investment decisions,



http://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/issues_doc/supply_chain/Traceability/Guide_to_Traceability.pdf





Mark Schaefer, NOAA's deputy administrator, said during an event organized by the Center for American
Progress and Oxfam America.


To help get those valuations right, Schaefer said decision makers need tools such as natural capital
accounting that put a price on the benefits of coastal ecosystems. These ecosystems can provide benefits
such as buffering storm surges, safeguarding coastal homes and businesses, and sequestering carbon.


EPA Seeks Advice on Applying Mixing Zone, Blending Policy Ruling


Posted April 09, 2014, 10:48 A.M. ET


The Environmental Protection Agency will use the latest scientific research to inform its decision on
whether to relax nationwide policies on wastewater treatment practices during heavy rains in response to
an appeals court ruling.


At the final day of the National Clean Water Policy forum today, Nancy Stoner, acting assistant
administrator for water, said the EPA would publish a Federal Register notice to invite scientists to be on a
panel that would advise the agency on whether public health would be served in applying nationwide a
2013 ruling handed down by U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit in Iowa League of Cities v.
EPA.


In that decision, the Eighth Circuit rendered invalid the EPA's policies banning bacteria mixing zones in
receiving water used primarily for recreational activities such as swimming, as well as the practice of
blending partially and fully treated wastewater inside the treatment plants prior to discharge into nearby
waters. The ruling also declared the ban on blending practices to be illegal under the Clean Water Act.


EPA was asked by representatives of the U.S. Conference of Mayors, the National League of Cities, the
National Association of Counties, the International Municipal Lawyers Association and the National
Association of Clean Water Agencies, which represents publicly owned municipal wastewater treatment
plants, in November to end regulatory confusion by applying the appellate decision nationwide.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: U.S. Ethanol Exports Top 620 Million Gallons in 2013
Date: Tuesday, February 11, 2014 8:17:19 AM


News Headline: U.S. Ethanol Exports Top 620 Million Gallons in 2013 | 


Outlet Full Name: Wisconsin Ag Connection
News Text: According to new government data, U.S. ethanol exports totaled 621.5 million gallons in
2013, the third-highest annual total on record. Canada was by far the leading export market for the year,
receiving 322 mg. The Philippines ranked second with 51.5 mg of imports, while Brazil, United Arab
Emirates, and Mexico rounded out the top five. Of total export shipments, 67% were classified as
denatured for fuel use, 31% were undenatured for fuel use, and 2% were denatured and undenatured for
non-fuel, non-beverage purposes. 


"U.S. produced ethanol is the world's lowest cost liquid transportation fuel. As such, we anticipate that
export opportunities will continue to grow as countries across the globe recognize the air quality, high
octane and superior performance of renewable ethanol," said Bob Dinneen, President and CEO of the
Renewable Fuels Association. 


Meanwhile, U.S. ethanol imports tallied 395.2 mg for the year, down 27% from 2012 and well below the
levels envisioned by EPA (600-800 mg) for the purposes of meeting the Renewable Fuel Standard's
advanced biofuel requirements. Instead, those requirements were largely satisfied with domestically-
produced biodiesel. Brazil accounted for 341.5 mg directly, while re-exports through the Caribbean Basin
countries of Jamaica, Costa Rica and El Salvador accounted for the remainder. 


The United States was a net exporter of 226.3 mg in 2013, roughly a 24% increase over 2012 net
exports. 


December ethanol exports totaled 64 mg, the second-highest monthly total of the year. Canada was the
top destination in December, followed by Brazil, India, and the Philippines. Peru, Tunisia, and South
Korea were other leading markets in December. Imports slowed to a trickle in December, with just 4.5 mg
coming in from Brazil. 


Exports of distillers grains set a new record of 9.7 million metric tons (mmt) in 2013. The total was up 31%
from 2012 and eclipsed the previous record of 9.0 mmt set in 2010. China was the leading destination for
U.S. distillers grains, receiving 4.49 mmt, or 46% of the total. Mexico ranked second with 1.28 mmt, while
Canada was third with 474,495 metric tons (mt). For the month of December, exports totaled 990,331 mt,
down slightly from November's record. China was the month's top importer, followed by Mexico and
South Korea.
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From: Snowbarger, Robert
To: Burnell, Susan; Ridley, Joshua; Anderson, William; Smith, TimR
Cc: Pashia, Greg
Subject: RE: Technical Training for UST and LUST programs
Date: Friday, February 05, 2016 4:27:17 PM


Susan,
 
Thanks for the links!
 
Robby
 


From: Burnell, Susan 
Sent: Friday, February 05, 2016 2:56 PM
To: Ridley, Joshua; Anderson, William; Smith, TimR
Cc: Pashia, Greg; Snowbarger, Robert
Subject: RE: Technical Training for UST and LUST programs
 
 
Hi Joshua –
 
Welcome to the Tanks world!  Here is a link to the OUST webpage on LUST related training: 
http://www.epa.gov/ust/underground-storage-tank-ust-corrective-action-training.   The training
page talks about NEIPWCC (one of our state grant partners).  Here is the direct link to the training
they have from ITRC (Interstate Technology and Regulatory Council).  They have good technical
training on LNAPL and  remedy optimization:  http://www.neiwpcc.org/correctiveaction.asp. 
 
I am including Tim Smith from OUST on this email.  He has UST training information he will forward
to you.
 
Good luck and let me know if you need anything else. 
 
Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave (5401R)
Washington DC  20460
703-603-9231 Beginning January 19, 2016, my new phone number will be 202-564-0766
 
 


From: Ridley, Joshua 
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2016 11:14 AM
To: Anderson, William <Anderson.William@epa.gov>; Burnell, Susan <Burnell.Susan@epa.gov>
Cc: Pashia, Greg <Pashia.Greg@epa.gov>; Snowbarger, Robert <Snowbarger.Robert@epa.gov>
Subject: Technical Training for UST and LUST programs
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Hello,
 
I am a new employee in Region 6 in the UST section. I am trying to find technical training courses
that deal with the UST program or the LUST program.
 
Any advice would be greatly appreciated,
 
Thanks,
 
Joshua Ridley
UST - Enviromental Protection Agency
Region 6, Dallas TX
214-665-7117
 








From: Ben Thomas
To: Ben Thomas
Subject: UST Training Newsletter
Date: Sunday, November 29, 2015 7:16:41 PM
Attachments: UST_emal.png


Dear 2015 Tanks Conference Attendee:


I hope you enjoyed the tanks conference in Phoenix this September as much as I did. I’ve been 
attending since 1996 when I helped host a session about why states needed UST web pages. 
We’ve sure come a long way and I found this year’s conference to be the best one yet.


The reason I’m emailing you is to extend an offer to sign up for our online newsletter 
USTTraining News, a free monthly bulletin about national, tribal and state UST training 
issues. We post news, updates, videos, stories and all things that promote high quality UST 
training to nearly 4,000 UST professionals every month.


If you want to sign up , please click here


Thanks!


Ben Thomas
Ben@USTtraining.com
http://www.USTtraining.com
866-301-8265 or 360-321-4776


Sign up for our free newsletter
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To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Apr. 15 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report
Date: Monday, April 14, 2014 9:21:25 PM
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Daily Environment Report


 Latest News   BNA Insights   PDF Issue Search Full Publication  


Tuesday, April 15, 2014 · Number 72 


The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you
by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted
and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have
any questions or no longer wish to receive these messages,
please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-
566-2370.


Notice: Beginning April 21, 2014, Daily Environment Report
will cease publishing its Congressional calendar to allow us to
expand our already extensive news coverage of Capitol Hill.
We will embed a link on our homepage to Congress.gov which
offers much of the same information as our congressional
calendar in a timely manner.


NEWS


Climate Change
UN Panel: Still Time to Avert Worst
Of Climate Change, but World Must Act
The worst global effects from climate change can still be averted
but only if countries act quickly, according to the latest report
from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change....


Corporate Responsibility
D.C. Circuit Rules Conflict Minerals Law,
SEC Regulation Violate First Amendment
A divided U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
April 14 concluded that the Securities and Exchange
Commission's conflict minerals regulation—and the statute
requiring the rulemaking—run afoul of...


Election 2014
Environmental Groups Join Forces
To Raise $5 Million for 2014 Election
Two of the nation's largest environmental groups are combining
forces to raise $5 million for the 2014 election as a step to blunt
better-financed efforts by industry groups fighting tougher
climate change laws....


Emissions Trading
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Intercontinental Flight Exemption From ETS
Among Laws Ratified by EU Member Nations
Ministers from the European Union's 28 member nations April 14
approved environmental laws dealing with carbon dioxide
emissions trading, biodiversity, fluorinated greenhouse gases and
impact assessments....


Energy
Changing Market, Regulations Cause
Drop in Demand for Petroleum, GAO Says
Changing market conditions and environmental regulations have
decreased demand for petroleum, the Government Accountability
Office said in a report released April 14....


Energy
DOE Approves Natural Gas Export License
From Alaska’s Kenai LNG Terminal to Japan
The Department of Energy approved a request from
ConocoPhillips Co. to restart natural gas exports to non-free trade
agreement countries from an export terminal in Alaska's Kenai
Peninsula....


Energy
DOE to Strengthen Efficiency Standards
For Fluorescent, Incandescent Lighting
The Energy Department plans to strengthen its energy-efficiency
standards for certain types of light bulbs by up to 12.9 percent
over current levels....


Energy
EPA, Petroleum Groups Ask Court to Sever
Portions of 2013 Renewable Fuels Lawsuit
The Environmental Protection Agency and the petroleum industry
are asking federal appellate court judges to sever and hold in
abeyance some challenges to the 2013 renewable fuel standard
following recent oral arguments in a lawsuit on the...


Energy
Sens. Landrieu, Murkowski Ask EIA to Take
Long Look at Impact of Lifting Oil Export Ban
The chairman of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee and the committee's top Republican have asked the
Energy Information Administration to take a comprehensive look
at the impacts of repealing the ban on U.S. crude oil exports....


Enforcement
Buffalo Agency to Spend $380 Million
To Reduce Combined Sewer Overflows
The Buffalo Sewer Authority will spend $380 million over the next
20 years to reduce the untreated waste, pollutants and debris
flowing into the Niagara River, the Environmental Protection
Agency Region 2 announced April 14....


Enforcement
Pesticide Maker to Pay Penalty to Settle Violations
Chemical Universe Inc., a Missouri-based manufacturer of
pesticide products, has agreed to pay a $34,740 civil penalty to
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settle alleged violations of federal pesticide law, according to an
Environmental Protection Agency enforcement...


Solid Waste
EPA Publishes Proposal to Expand Waste Exclusions
The Environmental Protection Agency proposed a rule April 14
that would provide categorical exclusions for three types of waste
products to be burned in boilers or solid waste incinerators under
less-strict Clean Air Act regulations (79...


Superfund
CERCLA Cost Recovery Claim Barred
For Costs Incurred Under Consent Order
A party can't bring a Superfund cost recovery action for costs
incurred under an administrative consent order, even if it wasn't
named in a Superfund lawsuit, the U.S. District Court for the
District of New Jersey ruled (Sandvik Inc....


Superfund
Community Outreach in Cleanup Projects
Varies Widely Among States, Group Finds
Community involvement in the cleanup of Superfund and other
contaminated waste properties varies widely among states
depending on staffing levels and funding, according to a report
from state waste officials. ...


Transportation
Federal Highway, Transit Agencies Seek
Input on Approaches for Project Reviews
Federal highway and transit agencies have launched an online
dialogue to gather input on the use of streamlined, program-level
approaches for conducting environmental reviews for
transportation projects, in preparation for a rulemaking...


Water Resources
Water Industry Demonstrates Resiliency
Over Past 10 Years, AWWA Survey Says
The water sector in North America has been resilient in the face
of many large-scale political, financial, environmental and
technological changes during the past 10 years, according to an
American Water Works Association report based on...


SPECIAL REPORT


Energy
$5.2 Billion Mississippi Power Plant Project
Could Help Determine Future of Coal Industry
Rising from the scrub pines of central Mississippi is a $5.2 billion
project that may help determine the future of coal in the age of
global warming....


CALENDAR


LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR
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UST Training Celebrates 11 Years! View this email in your browser


Save 50%on our 11thAnniversary! 
June 23


June 23 marks the 11th Anniversary of  Ben Thomas' very first state approved
Class A/B UST operator training class in Portland Oregon.


The very first one in the nation.


From: UST Training
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: UST Training 11th Anniversary Sale
Date: Friday, June 20, 2014 7:01:48 AM
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To celebrate our 11 nonstop years of preventing leaking USTs, we are offering
a 50% discount to our faithful customers between June 20-23, 2014. 


Use Coupon code: WELOVEUSTTRAINING


Copyright © 2014 UST Training, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because of your relationship with UST Training. 


Our mailing address is: 
UST Training
PO Box 1591
Langley, WA 98260


Add us to your address book


unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences  


COUPON CODE: WELOVEUSTTRAINING
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Nat'l Tanks Conference, Cell Phones, New EPA Rules & More.. View this email in your browser


What’s Wrong with
This Picture?


Classes &


From: UST Training
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: UST Training News - December 2014
Date: Monday, December 29, 2014 7:00:48 AM
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25th National Tanks
Conference & Expo


Events
View all >


January 2015


Washington Class
A/B UST Operator
Training
Spokane, WA
Date TBD
Private Class (Want
your own? Contact us
for a quote)


Hawai’i Class A/B
UST Operator
Training
Honolulu, HI
Date TBD
Public Class
Pending. Email us for
details.


Hawai’i Class A/B
UST Operator
Training
Honolulu, HI
Date TBD
Private Class (Want
your own? Contact us
for a quote)


February 2015


Automatic Tank
Gauges for Operators
February 23, 2015
Private class


Guam Class A/B UST


Email Your Answer
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Call for Abstracts
and Topics
The New England Interstate Water Pollution
Control Commission (NEIWPCC) is currently
accepting abstracts for the 25th National Tanks
Conference & Expo (NTC).


The Call for Abstracts will be open until February
20, 2015.


Cell Phones and Gas
Stations
As 2014 draws to a close, we still meet folks who
think cell phones are the source of sparks and
fires at gas stations.


Operator Training
Guam Hilton,
Tamuning, Guam
Tentatively three days
the last week of
February, 2015
Registration soon


STI’s Petroleum
Storage Tank
Maintenance Webinar
Tuesday February 24,
2015 from 10:00 AM to
11:30 AM CST
Register now!


March 2015


Oregon Class A/B
UST Operator
Training
George Fox University,
12753 SW 68th
Avenue
Portland OR 97223-
8305
Date TBD soon


May 2015


UST Boot Camp
Great for UST
inspectors and
compliance officers
Saukville, WI
May 12-15, 2015
Seating is
limited; Register today


September 2015


25th National Tanks
Conference & Expo
Phoenix, AZ
September 14-16,


Keep Reading
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This Myth Buster video is a few years old but still
very relevant.


But beware getting back into your car while
fueling...


No training rules yet?
We have a Class A/B
solution for you
You may or may not know it but we offer a national
version of our Class A/B operator training for
states that do not have official UST training
regulations yet::


American Samoa
Arizona


2015
Registration coming
soon!
Stop by Ben’s booth
and say hi.
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Nebraska
Missouri
New Jersey
New York
US Virgin Islands


Live Custom Class
A/B UST Operator
Training Available
Dreaming about your training needs for 2015?


Interested in Class A/B UST training but want
something a bit more company-specific?


Ben Thomas of UST Training can provide
customized training at your company’s office or,


Learn More
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even better, out at your UST site.


Ben can help you integrate generic Class A/B
operator training content with company equipment
and standards to create a hands on learning
environment that is interactive, relevant and
memorable.


Classes can include:


Class A/B UST operator (certain states)
Custom Class C emergency response
training
Advanced UST operator training
(components, record keeping, alarm
response)
Understanding automatic tank gauges
Daily, monthly and annual inspections


Want to learn more? Contact Ben at 866-301-8265
or email at ben@USTtraining.com.


Keep Reading
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Lease our Class C
course as a cost
effective training
alternative
Have a large number of class C UST operators? 
Frustrated with high turnover rates? 
Have your own in-house Learning Management
System (LMS)?


Did you know we lease our course
software? For some UST owners, leasing our
Class C UST operator training courseware is a
very smart alternative that can save you time,
money and effort.


Benefits include:


Integrates with your existing training
platform.
Very cost-effective, from $2.00/user to as
low as $0.40/user depending on the number
of Class C operators in your company.
Free audit of your system.
Free version updates.
...and more!


Want more information?  Contact us at 866-301-
8265 or info@USTtraining.com


Learn More
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Update on proposed
Federal EPA rules
This just in: Last week we attended a UST
conference in Worcester, MA and heard from an
EPA official that the proposed EPA rule changes,
if adopted, should happen the first quarter of 2015.


Stay tuned for details and keep checking in with us
to learn how you can get ready for the changes
when (and hopefully not if) they happen.


For a peek at the proposed rules, read on.
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PEI’s Wish List for a
Better UST Program
Bob Renkes, executive director of the Petroleum
Equipment Institute, offered these observations in
the most recent Tulsa Letter publication. 


Thanks Bob! We’re proud to be a PEI member.


Keep Reading
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Kudos for training but
a reality check for the
work ahead of us
We received this email from a UST inspector last
week:


“Late one night, not long ago, I got called in to
responded to a spill event at a (nationally/globally
branded) commercial fueling station, and when I
asked the night manager (in training) to show me
her ATG, she opened a closet filled with loose
coils of (V-R printer) paper and nested in the
middle was a TLS350 blinking red –a ‘L#’ liquid
sensor alarm..."
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From: Burnell, Susan
To: Ridley, Joshua; Anderson, William; Smith, TimR
Cc: Pashia, Greg; Snowbarger, Robert
Subject: RE: Technical Training for UST and LUST programs
Date: Friday, February 05, 2016 3:55:37 PM


 
Hi Joshua –
 
Welcome to the Tanks world!  Here is a link to the OUST webpage on LUST related training: 
http://www.epa.gov/ust/underground-storage-tank-ust-corrective-action-training.   The training
page talks about NEIPWCC (one of our state grant partners).  Here is the direct link to the training
they have from ITRC (Interstate Technology and Regulatory Council).  They have good technical
training on LNAPL and  remedy optimization:  http://www.neiwpcc.org/correctiveaction.asp. 
 
I am including Tim Smith from OUST on this email.  He has UST training information he will forward
to you.
 
Good luck and let me know if you need anything else. 
 
Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave (5401R)
Washington DC  20460
703-603-9231 Beginning January 19, 2016, my new phone number will be 202-564-0766
 
 


From: Ridley, Joshua 
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2016 11:14 AM
To: Anderson, William <Anderson.William@epa.gov>; Burnell, Susan <Burnell.Susan@epa.gov>
Cc: Pashia, Greg <Pashia.Greg@epa.gov>; Snowbarger, Robert <Snowbarger.Robert@epa.gov>
Subject: Technical Training for UST and LUST programs
 
Hello,
 
I am a new employee in Region 6 in the UST section. I am trying to find technical training courses
that deal with the UST program or the LUST program.
 
Any advice would be greatly appreciated,
 
Thanks,
 
Joshua Ridley
UST - Enviromental Protection Agency
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Region 6, Dallas TX
214-665-7117
 








UST Training now offers Florida-specific UST training for Class A/B operators as well
as Class C operators.  These courses are approved by the Florida DEP.


Florida Class A/B UST Operator Training For $169.95


Florida Class C UST Operator Training starting at $12.95 per/person. Bulk discounts
automatically apply.


If you purchase one of the first 50 licenses you'll receive a 20% discount off your
purchase. Just use the coupon code FIRSTFLORIDA50.


Previously we offered training by reciprocity in West Virginia but the Florida DEP will
no longer accept other state certificates after this August. We've been working hard
to get our popular courses approved in Florida so now we're ready to help you with
your training needs in the Sunshine State.


Any questions please contact us.
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From: BNA Highlights
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Apr. 2 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report
Date: Tuesday, April 01, 2014 10:52:46 PM


Manage your email subscriptions
Email not displaying correctly? View publication in your browser.


     
Daily Environment Report


 Latest News   BNA Insights   PDF Issue Search Full Publication  


Wednesday, April 2, 2014 · Number 63 


The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you
by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted
and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have
any questions or no longer wish to receive these messages,
please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-
566-2370.


NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA on Track to Propose Ozone Transport
Rule by Summer, McCabe Tells State Officials
The Environmental Protection Agency is on track to propose its
rule to curb ozone pollution that crosses state lines in the East
this summer, Janet McCabe, the agency's acting assistant
administrator for air and radiation, told state...


Air Pollution
Wyoming, PacifiCorp Challenge EPA
On Partial Rejection of Regional Haze Plan
PacifiCorp. and Wyoming are challenging the Environmental
Protection Agency's partial rejection of the state's plan for
addressing regional haze (PacifiCorp v. EPA, 10th Cir., No. 14-
9534, 3/31/14; Wyoming v. EPA, 10th Cir.,No....


Budget
House Republicans Target Climate Change
Spending in FY 2015 Budget Resolution
A fiscal year 2015 budget plan developed by House Republicans
aims to reduce funding for federal climate change programs....


Climate Change
EPA Proposal to Regulate Carbon Dioxide
From Existing Plants Under OMB Review
The White House is reviewing an Environmental Protection
Agency proposal that would set the first carbon dioxide emissions
limits for existing power plants....


Climate Change
Republicans Target EPA Power Plant Rules,
Push LNG Exports, Keystone in Amendments
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Senate Republicans filed amendments April 1 to a pending
unemployment insurance bill to block the Environmental
Protection Agency's carbon dioxide limits for power plants and to
force the Obama administration to ratchet up exports...


Drilling
Eight Democrats Ask EPA to Stay Involved
In Three Water Cases Near Shale Gas Sites
Eight House Democrats sent a letter April 1 to the Environmental
Protection Agency asking Administrator Gina McCarthy "to take
any and all steps within your power" to address three much-
publicized cases of water contamination near...


Drilling
Study Examines Colorado Fracking Ban
A statewide hydraulic fracturing ban in Colorado would result in
93,000 fewer jobs, $12 billion in lost gross domestic product and
a reduction of $985 million in tax revenues for state and local
governments between 2015 and 2040, according...


Energy
FERC Conference Highlights Problems
Of Using Natural Gas for Electric Generation
High natural gas prices in the record-breaking 2013-2014 winter
season cost the Mid-Atlantic power pool a half-billion dollars in
additional payments to generators in order to keep the lights on
for a 13-state region, a regional grid executive...


Energy
Four Lawmakers Seek EPA Insight Into
Renewable Fuel Standard ‘Challenges'
Four lawmakers asked the Environmental Protection Agency to
describe any "statutory challenges" that impair its ability to
administer the renewable fuels standard....


Energy
Grassley Expects Vote on Amendment
To Extend Renewable Energy Tax Credit
Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) said April 1 he has filed an
amendment to extend the renewable energy production tax credit
to be considered during a markup of tax extenders legislation
scheduled for April 3 by the Senate Finance Committee. ...


Energy
Michigan Cuts Taxes on Technique Using
Carbon Dioxide to Extract Oil, Natural Gas
Drilling companies that use carbon dioxide to enhance oil- and
gas-well production will see lower taxes under legislation signed
April 1 by Lt. Gov. Brian Calley (R)....


Energy
Ryan Budget Calls for Cutting Clean Energy
Spending, Expanding Fossil Development
A House fiscal year 2015 budget plan released April 1 by House
Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) recommends
ending billions of dollars in "wasteful spending" on renewable
energy programs and expanding oil and gas development...
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Energy
Vermont Governor Signs Bill to Expand
Program for Buying Power From Households
Vermont Gov. Peter Shumlin (D) signed a bill April 1 to expand a
program that allows residents to sell home-generated alternative
energy to utilities....


Enforcement
Lawmakers Tell Stoner to Clarify Clean Water Order
Sens. David Vitter (R-La.), John Barrasso (R-Wyo.), Mike Enzi (R-
Wyo.) and Rep. Cynthia Lummis (R-Wyo.) on April 1 called on the
Environmental Protection Agency to clarify the terms and purpose
of an administrative compliance order that...


Enforcement
Office of Surface Mining Adjusts Civil Penalty Fees
The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM)
will adjust civil monetary penalty fees for inflation, effective May
2, as required at least every four years, according to a final rule
to be published April 2. Fee adjustments,...


EPA
Senate Committee to Consider Nomination
Of McCabe to Head EPA Air Office on April 8
The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee will
consider the nomination of Janet McCabe to head the
Environmental Protection Agency's air office April 8, Sen. Jim
Inhofe (R-Okla.) and a committee aide told Bloomberg BNA. ...


Hazmat Transport
Canadian Rail Regulator Calls for Quicker
Tank Car Replacement After Lac-Mégantic
Canada's railways need to act more quickly to replace older DOT-
111 tank cars that are still used to transport crude oil in response
to the July 2013 derailment and explosion that devastated the
Quebec community of Lac-Mégantic and...


International Issues
Chevron Allowed to Pursue Fraud Claims
Against Patton Boggs Over Ecuador Judgment
Chevron Corp. won permission from a federal court to sue law
firm Patton Boggs LLP over its involvement in obtaining a $9.5
billion judgment in Ecuador that was ruled to be a product of
fraud (Patton Boggs v. Chevron Corp.,S.D. N.Y.No. 1:12-cv-
09176,3/31/14)....


Mining
Nonprofit Institute Sues EPA Over
Request for Documents on Selenium
The Environmental Protection Agency violated the Freedom of
Information Act when it improperly required a not-for-profit
center to pay document fees for a request regarding the agency's
regulation of selenium, a pollutant associated...


Oceans
Comments Sought on Ocean Observation System
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The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has
released a draft programmatic environmental assessment for
planned expansion of the agency's Integrated Ocean Observing
System. The observation system is meant to provide...


Pesticides
Agencies to Host Endangered Species Workshop
The four federal agencies tasked with protecting endangered and
threatened species will hold a workshop April 22 on an interim
three-step approach to assess the risks associated with pesticide
exposure. The Environmental Protection Agency,...


Pesticides
Consumer Goods Company Files Lawsuit
Challenging Ban on Rat Poison in California
Reckitt Benckiser has filed a lawsuit in California court challenging
the state's new regulation restricting the sale of certain rat
poisons it markets under the d-CON brand (Reckitt Benckiser LLC
v. California Dep't. of Pesticide...


Pesticides
EPA Says Registration Review Process Will
Address Pesticide Spray Drift Concerns
The Environmental Protection Agency informed a coalition of
environmental and farmworker groups that the agency intends to
address concerns about the effects of pesticide spray drift on
children during the pesticide registration review...


Pipeline Safety
PG&E Charged With 12 Safety Violations
In Fatal Pipeline Explosion in California
PG&E Corp., owner of California's largest utility, was charged with
12 pipeline safety violations by the U.S. government for a 2010
natural gas explosion that killed eight people in San Bruno,
Calif....


Pipeline Safety
Rangel Introduces Pipeline Modernization Bill
Rep. Charles Rangel (D-N.Y.) introduced legislation (H.R. 4338)
that would require gas pipeline operators to accelerate the repair
and replacement of high-risk pipelines. The Pipeline
Modernization and Consumer Protection Act, introduced...


Radioactive Waste
Washington State May Pursue Dispute
Resolution Over DOE Cleanup of Hanford
Washington state, following decades of delay by the Department
of Energy in its cleanup of mixed radioactive and hazardous
chemical waste at the Hanford Nuclear Reservation, is poised to
invoke the dispute resolution clause of a consent decree...


Regulatory Policy
OIRA Chief Faces Tough Questions
About Influence Over Federal Regulations
Howard Shelanski, the administrator of the Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs, faced tough questions by public interest
advocates expressing concerns that the agency exercises delaying
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tactics and undue influence over the federal...


Toxic Substances
EU Chemicals Agency Publishes REACH
Substance Evaluation Final Decisions
The European Chemicals Agency on April 1 published a batch of
REACH substance evaluation decisions, which for the first time
create obligations for companies in the European Union to carry
out tests and provide further data on substances that...


Trade
Actions Targeting Renewable Energy Products
Taking Toll on Environmental Goods Trade
A surge in antidumping and countervailing duty actions targeting
renewable energy products has the effect of reducing trade in
these green goods by almost $14 billion a year, according to a
report issued by a United Nations agency....


Water Pollution
Advocates Ask Supreme Court to Reject
Los Angeles County's Stormwater Petition
Environmental advocates asked the U.S. Supreme Court to reject
a petition by the Los Angeles County Flood Control District to
review a decision holding the agency liable for Clean Water Act
permit violations, contending the permit is unique...


Water Pollution
Citizen Suit on California Irrigation Project
Allowed to Proceed by Federal Court
A federal court ruled that a Clean Water Act citizen suit against
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and a California water authority
may proceed because it alleged that an irrigation project's
discharges are not composed entirely of return...


Water Pollution
EPA Proposes Withdrawal of Its Criteria
For Nutrient Pollution in Florida Waters
The Environmental Protection Agency is proposing to withdraw its
numeric nutrient criteria for Florida lakes, springs and flowing
waters now that the federal agency has approved state standards
for the waters....


Water Pollution
West Virginia Bill With Stricter Rules
For Above-Ground Storage Tanks Signed
Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin (D) signed legislation April 1 to regulate
above-ground storage tanks (S.B. 373) following a chemical spill
earlier this year that polluted drinking water for 300,000 West
Virginians. ...


Water Resources
Financing Plan Pushed for Water Infrastructure Bill
More than 130 water utility leaders lobbied April 1 for the
proposed Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act as part
of water infrastructure legislation pending in Congress. The
Senate included WIFIA in its Water Resources Development...
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Water Resources
Most U.S. Companies in Survey
Face Water-Related Challenges
More than three out of four U.S. companies are facing water-
related challenges today, while four out of five companies expect
to face such challenges in the next five years, according to a
survey of 51 U.S. companies....
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Seattle is happening
these days!
This Seattle-area based UST training company
congratulates the Seattle Seahawks on their


Events
View all >


February 2015


Washington Class
A/B UST Operator
Training
Spokane, WA
Date TBD
Private Class (Want
your own? Contact us
for a quote)


Hawai’i Class A/B/C
UST Operator
Training
Joint Base Pearl
Harbor–Hickam, Oahu,
HI
February 23-27, 2015
Private Class (Want
your own? Contact us
for a quote)


STI’s Petroleum
Storage Tank
Maintenance Webinar
Tuesday February 24,
2015 from 10:00 AM to
11:30 AM CST
Register now!


March 2015


Hawai’i Class A/B
UST Operator
Training
Honolulu, HI
March 2, 2015
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second trip to the Superbowl! Go Hawks!


Live Class A/B
Course in Hawaii
March 2
Ben Thomas of UST Training is offering live Class
A/B UST Operator Training in the Honolulu area
on March 2, 2015, pending a class minimum of 12
students.


Do you or someone you know need A/B training
and would rather attend live training?


Contact us ASAP if you’re interested at 866-301-
8265 or send us an email. Mahalo!


Public Class
Pending. Email us if
interested.


Oregon Class A/B
UST Operator
Training
George Fox University,
12753 SW 68th
Avenue
Portland OR 97223-
8305
March 19, 2015
Register now


Free Webinar: 10 Tips
for Improving UST
Compliance
March 24, 2015, 10 AM
Pacific Time
Register now


April 2015


Automatic Tank
Gauges for Operators
Private Class (Want
your own? Contact us
for a quote)


Advanced UST
Inspector Training
Lacey, WA
March 31-April 2, 2015
Private Class (Want
your own? Contact us
for a quote)


May 2015


UST Boot Camp
Great for UST
inspectors and
compliance officers
Saukville, WI


Keep Reading


Register Now
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Next Oregon Class
A/B UST Operator
Class March 19
The next Oregon Class A/B UST Operator
Training class is set for Thursday, March 19, 2015.


Oregon Class A/B UST Operator Training
George Fox University, 12753 SW 68th Avenue
Portland OR 97223-8305


More details


May 12-15, 2015
Seating is
limited; Register today


June 2015


NISTM 2015 National
UST Conference &
Trade Show
Alexandria, VA
June 9, 2015
More Info


September 2015


25th National Tanks
Conference & Expo
Phoenix, AZ
September 14-16,
2015
Registration coming
soon!
Stop by Ben’s booth
and say hi.


October 2015


PEI at the NACS
Show
Las Vegas, NV
October 12-14, 2015
More info


Register Now
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New Feature for
Wisconsin Class A/B
UST Operators
Not exactly sure what type of UST system or
equipment is at your site?


We’ve added a new feature to our online training
course: a link to a searchable online UST
database.


Small Measurements
of Success
Class A/B UST operators play a critical role in
maintaining compliance and public safety at a UST


Keep Reading
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site.


Since 2003 when I did my first class in Oregon I’ve
dreamed of the day when the Class A/B operator
certificate would be common enough that
employers would ask for it as a prerequisite for a
job.


Yesterday I stumbled upon a job listing for a
Michigan Class B operator: a small but important
measurement of success.


The Historic Teapot
Dome Service
Station
I was driving back from eastern Oregon last week
when I spied a sign on the interstate that said
“Teapot Dome Service Station Historic site” at the
Zillah, Washington exit and decided to investigate.


Over the years I’ve seen pictures of a old time tea
pot shaped service station and was thrilled when I
drove though the sleepy wine country berg of


Read More
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Zillah to find that yes indeed, it was the very one.
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2/16 RP 900 Revised, New York Class A/B, Oregon and Hawaii Class


A/B Classes


View this email in your browser


What’s Wrong with
This Picture?


From: UST Training
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: UST Training News - February 2016
Date: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 7:01:12 AM
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Classes &
Events


View all >


February 2016
FREE Webinar: Navigating
the new EPA UST rules:
What the changes mean for
you
February 17, 2016
Register Now


Live Class A/B/C UST
Operator Training
McGuire AFB, NJ
February 22-23, 2016
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for more
information.


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Joint Base Langley-Eutis, VA
February 25-26, 2016
Private Class. Want your own
custom class? Contact us for
more information.


March 2016
Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Oregon DEQ Building
700 SE Emigrant Ave # 330,
Pendleton, OR 97801
March 2, 2016, Blue
Mountain Conference Room
Register now


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
George Fox University,
12753 SW 68th Avenue
Portland OR 97223-8305
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PEI RP 900 Being Revised
Since 2009, UST Training has been offered
complimentary inspection forms to our Class A/B UST
operators, using Recommended Practice 900: UST
Inspection and Maintenance (2008 Edition) by the
Petroleum Equipment Institute. 


The document includes super helpful checklists used
to verify conditions at UST systems on a daily,
monthly and annual basis. 


UST Training has given out thousands of these forms
and, as a PEI member, is proud to have provided
UST operators nationwide with a simple way to stay
organize and stay in compliance.


New York Class A/B UST
Operator Training Prep
Course
UST Training, in cooperation with JD2
Environmental, is proud to offer this Live
Preparatory Classroom for New York UST Class
A/B facility operators.


This course will prepare you to take the NY Class
A/B final exam to become a certified Class A/B
UST operator.


March 3, 2016, Room 280
Register now


Hawaii Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
University of Hawai’i Maui
College, Laulima 225 –
Executive Classroom
310 W. Ka’ahumanu Avenue,
Kahului, HI 96732
March 9, 2016, 8 AM – 3 PM
Register by calling 866-301-
8265 or emailing us
$300.00 per operator
Register now


Live Class A/B/C UST
Operator Training
Joint Base Pearl Harbor
Hickam, HI
March 21-25, 2016
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for more
information.


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Honolulu, HI
February, 2016 (exact dates
TBA)
Registration coming soon. 
Stop by for details.


April 2016
Live Class A/B/C UST
Operator Training
Dyess AFB, TX
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for more
information.


Live Class A/B/C UST
Operator Training
Altus AFB, OK
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for more
information.


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Whidbey NAS, Oak Harbor,
WA
Private Class. Want your own
custom class? Contact us for
more information.


May 2016
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Don’t forget the training deadline is coming up: No
later than October 11, 2016, all regulated NY UST
facilities must have certified Class A/B (and C)
UST Operators.


Oregon Class A/B Class in
Pendleton March 2
We’re coming East! Ben Thomas and Oregon
Fuels Association will be offering a live Class A/B
Oregon UST Operator Training course. Please
help spread the word!


Oregon Class A/B UST Operator Training
March 2, 2016, 8 AM – 3 PM


Oregon DEQ Building. Blue Mountain
Conference Room
700 SE Emigrant Ave # 330, Pendleton, OR
97801


Also we still have seat available for our quarterly


Hafa Adai Guam Operators!
We’re coming back!


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Dates TBD
Hilton Guam Resort and Spa
Tumon Bay Guam
Registration coming soon. 
Stop by for details.


FREE Webinar: Navigating
the new EPA UST rules:
What the changes mean for
you
Date TBD


UST Boot Camp
UST Boot Camps are
designed for County, State,
Federal and Tribal
Inspectors, UST Owners,
Operators, and Compliance
Managers. Topics discussed
include Leak Detection,
Cathodic Protection, Testing
and what to look for when
performing inspections.  This
is a three day in-depth
course that does qualify for
Continuing Education Units.
Saukeville, WI
May 10-13, 2016
Register now. Seating is
limited.


 
2016 Training by
the Steel Tank
Institute
Follow links for dates,
locations and pricing


STI Cathodic Protection
Testing Classes


Keep Reading
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Class A/B course in Portland March 3.


CONFIRMED: Live Class A/B
Course in Maui March 9
Ben Thomas of UST Training is offering a live Hawaii
Class A/B UST Operator training course March 9,
2016. Like our training but prefer a live classroom?
Have other folks who need training?


Hawaii Class A/B UST Operator Training
March 9, 2016, 8 AM to 3 PM


University of Hawai’i Maui College, Laulima 225
– Executive Classroom
310 W. Ka’ahumanu Avenue, Kahului, HI 96732
$300.00 per operator. Prepayment is required.
Credit Card, PayPal or check.
Includes training, unlimited personalized
technical assistance, binder, exam and
certificate of completion. Lunch included.


Register by calling 866-301-8265 or email.


Register Now!



mailto:info@usttraining.com?subject=Live%20Class%20A%2FB%20Course%20in%20Maui%20March%209

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=e6e07b6886&e=1dde6e7857

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=e6e07b6886&e=1dde6e7857

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=9b8c69aca3&e=1dde6e7857





Copyright © 2016 UST Training, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because of your relationship with UST Training. 


Our mailing address is: 
UST Training
PO Box 1591
Langley, WA 98260


Add us to your address book


unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences  


Register Now!



http://usttraining.us4.list-manage1.com/vcard?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=ce1f6f99dc

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage1.com/unsubscribe?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=ce1f6f99dc&e=1dde6e7857&c=54402363a3

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage.com/profile?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=ce1f6f99dc&e=1dde6e7857

mailto:info@usttraining.com?subject=Live%20Class%20A%2FB%20Course%20in%20Maui%20March%209






From: Ridley, Joshua
To: Burnell, Susan
Subject: RE: Technical Training for UST and LUST programs
Date: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 8:27:31 AM


This is great!  Thanks.
 
Now if only I could find a professor to talk down to me and give grades arbitrarily I’ll feel like I’m back
in college J.
 
 
This really is perfect, thank you.
 
Joshua Ridley
 
 


From: Burnell, Susan 
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2016 7:40 AM
To: Ridley, Joshua <Ridley.Joshua@epa.gov>; Anderson, William <Anderson.William@epa.gov>;
Smith, TimR <Smith.TimR@epa.gov>
Cc: Pashia, Greg <Pashia.Greg@epa.gov>; Snowbarger, Robert <Snowbarger.Robert@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Technical Training for UST and LUST programs
 
HI -
 
One more link for you.  I just finished the ITRC LNAPL sessions and they sent me a link to all
their archived courses through the CLU-in site.  This could keep you busy for a while!
 
 now available along with hundreds of other archived internet seminars for free download and
replay at: http://www.clu-in.org/live/archive/itrc.
 
Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
202-564-0766
 


From: Ridley, Joshua
Sent: Friday, February 5, 2016 4:34 PM
To: Burnell, Susan; Anderson, William; Smith, TimR
Cc: Pashia, Greg; Snowbarger, Robert
Subject: RE: Technical Training for UST and LUST programs
 
Thank you for much Susan!
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From: Burnell, Susan 
Sent: Friday, February 05, 2016 2:56 PM
To: Ridley, Joshua <Ridley.Joshua@epa.gov>; Anderson, William <Anderson.William@epa.gov>;
Smith, TimR <Smith.TimR@epa.gov>
Cc: Pashia, Greg <Pashia.Greg@epa.gov>; Snowbarger, Robert <Snowbarger.Robert@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Technical Training for UST and LUST programs
 
 
Hi Joshua –
 
Welcome to the Tanks world!  Here is a link to the OUST webpage on LUST related training: 
http://www.epa.gov/ust/underground-storage-tank-ust-corrective-action-training.   The training
page talks about NEIPWCC (one of our state grant partners).  Here is the direct link to the training
they have from ITRC (Interstate Technology and Regulatory Council).  They have good technical
training on LNAPL and  remedy optimization:  http://www.neiwpcc.org/correctiveaction.asp. 


Underground Storage Tank
(UST) Corrective Action
Training ...


www.epa.gov


Find trainings that provide underground
storage tank (UST) stakeholders with
information about cleaning up UST releases.


 
 
I am including Tim Smith from OUST on this email.  He has UST training information he will forward
to you.
 
Good luck and let me know if you need anything else. 
 
Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave (5401R)
Washington DC  20460
703-603-9231 Beginning January 19, 2016, my new phone number will be 202-564-0766
 
 


From: Ridley, Joshua 
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Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2016 11:14 AM
To: Anderson, William <Anderson.William@epa.gov>; Burnell, Susan <Burnell.Susan@epa.gov>
Cc: Pashia, Greg <Pashia.Greg@epa.gov>; Snowbarger, Robert <Snowbarger.Robert@epa.gov>
Subject: Technical Training for UST and LUST programs
 
Hello,
 
I am a new employee in Region 6 in the UST section. I am trying to find technical training courses
that deal with the UST program or the LUST program.
 
Any advice would be greatly appreciated,
 
Thanks,
 
Joshua Ridley
UST - Enviromental Protection Agency
Region 6, Dallas TX
214-665-7117
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UST Training | September Update View this email in your browser


From: UST Training
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: UST Training September Update
Date: Thursday, September 05, 2013 10:30:59 AM
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From: BNA Highlights
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Apr. 8 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report
Date: Monday, April 07, 2014 10:47:42 PM


Manage your email subscriptions
Email not displaying correctly? View publication in your browser.


     
Daily Environment Report


 Latest News   BNA Insights   PDF Issue Search Full Publication  


Tuesday, April 8, 2014 · Number 67 


The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you
by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted
and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have
any questions or no longer wish to receive these messages,
please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-
566-2370.


NEWS


Climate Change
EPA Weighing Electric Power Reliability
In Crafting Standards for Power Plants
The Environmental Protection Agency will take into account the
need for continued reliability of the U.S. electricity supply in
finalizing its carbon limits for existing coal-fired power plants, the
head of the agency said April 7....


Climate Change
Russian Government Approves Plan to Cut
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Across Economy
Russia has approved a plan for reducing greenhouse gas
emissions in major sectors of the economy that will be central to
formulating the country's position in international negotiations on
a new climate change treaty expected to be finalized...


Climate Change
Third Round of IPCC Climate Change Talks
Begin in Berlin Amid Concerns About Leaks
Talks set to finalize the third and final section of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Fifth Assessment
Report began April 7 in Berlin amid unusual concerns about
leaked documents and allegations from a former contributor....


Climate Change
UN Climate Change Body Wants to Merge
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Credits Systems
The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
has taken the first step toward standardizing the accreditation
systems for Joint Implementation (JI) projects and Clean
Development Mechanism (CDM) projects....
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Drilling
Alaska Commission Completes Revisions
Of Regulations for Hydraulic Fracturing
Revised and expanded state regulations for hydraulic fracturing
have been approved by the Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation
Commission and will be forwarded soon to the state's law
department for review and then to the lieutenant governor...


Drinking Water
Grevatt Says EPA Priority Over Next Year
Is Developing Legionella Guidance
A new priority at the Environmental Protection Agency's drinking
water office is to study the bacterium legionella and develop
guidance on how to control it, an agency official said April 7....


Emissions Trading
Cap-and-Trade Program for Renewables
More Effective, Predictable, Report Says
A cap-and-trade program for renewable fuels would better ensure
greenhouse gas emissions reductions from the transportation
sector, the Institute for Policy Integrity said in a report....


Endangered Species
Advocacy Groups Ask Interior, California
To Halt Rollback of Delta Estuary Protection
A coalition of environmental, fishing and other advocacy groups
has asked the U.S. Department of Interior and California agencies
to halt rollbacks of environmental protections in the San Francisco
Bay-Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta...


Energy
Alabama Puts Strict Limits on Wind Farms
In Two Counties but Passes No State Rules
The Alabama Legislature stopped short of passing strict statewide
regulations on wind turbines before adjourning for the year on
April 3, but the state did enact local legislation that could kill
approximately 100 megawatts from wind farm...


Energy
China Clean-Energy Quota System
To Help Enforce Regional Targets
China's planned system of clean-energy quotas will help the
world's biggest emitter of carbon to enforce targets for renewable
generation in its regions....


Energy
Crude Oil Imports Could Fall to Zero
If U.S. Increases Production, EIA Says
High levels of U.S. crude oil production could succeed in reducing
oil imports to zero between 2035 and 2040, according to the
Energy Information Administration....


Energy
Japan Stops Short on Setting Goals
For Renewable Energy in Policy Update
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's government stopped short of setting
goals for renewable energy in the final version of a draft plan that
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reinforces atomic power's role in Japan's energy future, calling it
a vital source of generation....


Energy
Judges Question EPA's Delay in Issuing
2013 Renewable Fuel Standard Rule
A federal appellate judge questioned the Environmental Protection
Agency's "egregious" delay in issuing the 2013 renewable fuel
standard blending requirements during oral arguments April 7
(Monroe Energy LLC v. EPA, D.C....


Energy
Senate Energy Committee to Hold Hearing
On Grid Security Amid Vulnerability Concerns
The Senate Energy and Natural Resources committee has
scheduled an April 10 hearing on the security of the nation's
electricity grid....


Energy
U.S. Shale Gas Boom Leads Developers
Of Wind Power to Seek More Subsidies
Wind power in the U.S. is on a respirator. The $14 billion
industry, the world's second-largest buyer of wind turbines, is
reeling from a double blow: cheap natural gas unleashed by the
hydraulic fracturing revolution and the death last...


Enforcement
PHMSA Proposed Record Civil Penalties
For Alleged Pipeline Violations in 2013
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration
proposed $9.78 million in civil penalties against pipeline operators
for alleged violations of federal law in 2013, the agency
announced April 7....


EPA
Republicans Seek More Documents on Beale
Sen. David Vitter (R-La.) and Rep. Darrell Issa (R-Calif.) are
seeking all documents from former senior Environmental
Protection Agency air official Robert Brenner related to former
EPA official John Beale, who was convicted in a fraud case....


Hazardous Waste
Early RCRA Claims Barred as ‘Challenges'
To Superfund Action, May Be Refiled Later
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act claims filed by a gas
company and a Native American tribe against the U.S. three
years before the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the U.S. entered
into a Superfund agreement for the same site are precluded...


Mining
Environmental Groups Urge Federal Court
To Reconsider Stream Protection Rule Case
Nine environmental groups urged a federal court to reconsider
claims it earlier deemed moot that the Interior Department
violated the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
administrative law in development of a rule to protect streams...
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Mining
Rio Tinto to Divest Stake in Northern Dynasty,
Owner of Pebble Mine, Will Donate Shares
Rio Tinto Plc will divest its 19.1 percent stake in Northern Dynasty
Minerals Ltd., the company that has proposed the large open-pit
Pebble Mine in southwest Alaska, after concluding the gold and
copper mine does not fit with the company's...


Mining
Supreme Court Denies Club's Petition
To Review Permitting for Michigan Mine
The U.S. Supreme Court denied April 7 a petition by a private
outdoor recreation club to review whether federal agencies were
obligated to issue a Clean Water Act discharge permit to a
planned copper and nickel mine in Michigan (Huron Mountain...


Superfund
Cost Recovery Action Not Time-Barred
In N.Y. Site Cleanup Conducted in Two Stages
A cost recovery suit for cleanup at a New York superfund site is
not time-barred because the two phases of cleanup were
continuous and part of the same removal action, the U.S. District
Court for the Western District of New York has ruled (NL Indus....


Superfund
Court Says Settlement in State Action No Bar
To Claim by Contractor That Wasn't Party
An environmental contractor that wasn't a party to a suit that
resulted in a settlement between a general contractor and the
owner of an industrial site isn't barred from seeking contribution
from the general contractor under the...


Toxic Substances
China Restricts, Bans More Organic Pollutants
China has restricted or banned several kinds of persistent organic
pollutants (POPs) to further comply with updates to annexes A, B
and C of the Stockholm Convention. As of March 26, China
prohibited the production, distribution, use, import...


Water Pollution
Clarity on Which Waters Are Protected
Needed to Aid in Enforcement, Stoner Says
The proposed "waters of the United States" rule was prompted by
the lack of clarity over which waters and wetlands are protected
under the Clean Water Act, which in turn has made enforcement
difficult, the acting head of the Environmental...


Water Pollution
Draft Legislation to Revise Requirements
For Sewer Overflows Awaits Introduction
Draft legislation that would require the Environmental Protection
Agency to modify water quality standards and permit limits for
sanitary sewer systems during heavy rains is still waiting to be
introduced, an official with the group that...


Water Pollution
West Virginia Can't Indefinitely Suspend
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Selenium Limits for Mines, Judge Rules
The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection isn't
authorized to indefinitely suspend selenium water quality
requirements for mining permits, but it may do so temporarily, a
federal judge has ruled (Ohio Valley Environmental...


Water Resources
California Water Agencies Recommend
Actions for Groundwater Management
California needs to take immediate and bold action to protect its
groundwater resources, the Association of California Water
Agencies said April 7 in recommending a series of legislative and
administrative changes for the state to consider....


Water Resources
Climate Change Imposes ‘New Norm'
On Utility Infrastructure, McCarthy Says
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy
called on the nation’s water utility managers and state and local
officials to prepare the water infrastructure to deal with a "new
norm" represented by changing...


Water Resources
Feinstein Introduces Revised Drought Bill
In Attempt to Boost Odds of Passage
Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) has introduced revised legislation
to address severe drought conditions in the Western U.S. that
removes direct spending from the proposal in hopes of boosting
the bill's odds of passage out of the Senate....


Wetlands
Science Panel Urges EPA to Address
Cumulative Impacts of Isolated Waters
A panel of scientists plans to reiterate that the Environmental
Protection Agency "explicitly address," in a draft study, the
cumulative and aggregate impacts and functions streams and
isolated wetlands have on downstream waters....


Durbin Says Time Is Up for Ship's Coal Ash Dumping
The S.S. Badger, the last coal-fired passenger ship in the U.S.,
should be held strictly to the terms of a consent decree that
requires it to stop dumping coal ash into Lake Michigan by the
end of the 2014 season or shut down, Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Ill.)...


CALENDAR


LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR


PRESIDENT'S CALENDAR


REGULATORY AGENDA


APRIL 7 FEDERAL REGISTER
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March 18 Class in Eugene,
Oregon


We’re offering a Class A/B UST operator training course
at the Lane County Public Service Building Eugene,
Oregon


PEI Office Fire in


 
March 2014


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training -
Lane County Public Service
Building
Eugene OR
March 18
8 AM – 3 PM Pacific Time
Register Now


May 2014


UST Boot Camp
with Steve Purpora, Kevin
Henderson and Dave
Emmington
Saukville WI
May 6-8
Register now


Montana DEQ UST
Inspector Training
Helena MT
May 14-15
Private class


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
George Fox University
Portland OR
May 20
8 AM – 3 PM Pacific Time
Register soon


Training by the Steel
Tank Institute


2014 STI SP001
Aboveground Tank System
Inspector Training


STI Cathodic Protection
Testing Classes


EMAIL YOUR ANSWER


LEARN MORE
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Tulsa, Oklahoma
 


We are very sorry to report that the Petroleum Equipment
Institute office in Tulsa Oklahoma was destroyed by fire
last night, February 11.


Seattle Seahawks


This Puget Sound, Washington-based company says
congratulations to the Seahawks!
GO HAWKS!


READ MORE
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Tales from the Tanks:
Meet a Class C operator


Our training host company
Coggno.com recently did a
cool interview with one of our
trained Class C operators: Meet
John Clutterbuck from Mesa,
Arizona, and see why he likes
our online Class C UST
operator training course.


Updated Wisconsin
Class A/B Course
UST Training recently updated our Wisconsin Class A/B
UST operator training course and we encourage you to
check out the improvements. It’s the same great content
but we’ve added many new and updated images and
made it easy to watch and learn.


Have any new Class A/B UST operators that need the
training? Check it out!


Attention Tribes: New National
Class A/B Course Now Online


READ MORE
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UST Training is proud to present the first national Class
A/B UST operator training course. This general, non-state
specific Class A/B UST operator training perfect for Indian
tribe UST operators and others who want a solid
education in UST system operations and maintenance.


Hawaii 2014
Aloha Hawai’i Class A/B and
C UST operators. Even though
the training deadline of
December 8, 2013 has passed,
UST Training is still offering
self-paced training for all
Hawai’i UST operators. See
what Hawai’i operators are


saying about our training so far:


Presenter was excellent.
I could complete the course at my own pace, and
go back to the areas for more study.


READ MORE


READ MORE
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Free compliance assistance for
our customers
UST Training offers free technical and regulatory
advice to our customers and has done so since Ben
Thomas trained the nation’s first state-approved UST
Operator training course in Portland, Oregon in 2003.
Graduates of our training courses have full access to top
national experts who are not only happy to explain UST
regulations but can help you determine what is best for
you at your particular site.


Copyright © 2014 UST Training, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because of your relationship with UST Training. 


Our mailing address is: 
UST Training
PO Box 1591
Langley, WA 98260


Add us to your address book


unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences  



http://usttraining.us4.list-manage1.com/vcard?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=ce1f6f99dc

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage2.com/unsubscribe?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=ce1f6f99dc&e=1dde6e7857&c=dd9664c5cf

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage.com/profile?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=ce1f6f99dc&e=1dde6e7857

http://www.mailchimp.com/monkey-rewards/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=monkey_rewards&aid=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&afl=1






Guam Live Training, EPA Updated Guide, NM Rules


View this email in your browser


What's wrong with this
picture?


From: UST Training
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: UST Training News - May 2016
Date: Tuesday, May 24, 2016 8:07:19 AM



http://us4.campaign-archive1.com/?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=6eeccba71d&e=1dde6e7857

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=bc0243cb3d&e=1dde6e7857

mailto:Ben.Thomas@USTtraining.com

mailto:Smith.TimR@epa.gov





This was recently removed from a UST site. Can you
guess what it is and why it’s a problem? Email your
answer to info@USTtraining.com


28 years later…where does
the time go?
From climbing into my first tank pit in Vermont with a
PID gas sniffer in 1986 until today sitting in my office
planning my next training trip and getting snowed with
calls and emails from around the country, I can easily


Classes &
Events


View all >


May 2016
Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
George Fox University,
12753 SW 68th Avenue
Portland OR 97223-8305
May 25, 2016
Register Now


June 2016
FREE Webinar: Navigating
the new EPA UST rules:
What the changes mean for
you
June 1, 2016
Register Now


Hafa Adai Guam and CNMI
Operators! We’re coming
back! Update your expiring
certificate and get updates on
the new UST rules.


Live Guam Class A/B UST
Operator Refresher
Training
June 15, 16, 17, 2016
Hilton Guam Resort and Spa
Tumon Bay, Guam
Register now!


Live CNMI Class A/B UST
Operator Refresher
Training
June 22, 2016
Pacific Island Club
Saipan, CNMI
Register now!
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say I never imagined I’d still be doing USTs.


What’s so interesting about this industry? Why be a
UST guy for nearly three decades? Here are some
off-the-cuff thoughts.


Why UST Training?
We've been gathering feedback since we first
started doing online training in 2007. 


Here’s some unedited feedback from Class A/B
UST Operators from around the country.


Michael Sheridan said: The UST A/B
course was extremely informative and very
interesting. I enjoyed it!!


Patrick MacDonald said: Course had
good flow and relevant information. It was


August 2016
Navajo Nation UST
Overview
Live webinar
August 17, 2016
Private webinar. Want your
own? Contact us for more
information.


October 2016
2016 PEI Convention at the
NACS Show
October 18-21, 2016
Georgia World Congress
Center, Atlanta, GA


2016 Training by
the Steel Tank
Institute
Follow links for dates,
locations and pricing


STI Cathodic Protection
Testing Classes


Keep Reading
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easy to follow and there was little
redundant information presented. Good course.


Praim Mangar said:The course was very
detailed. After completion I realized I have
to do a better job organizing my documents


Another Updated EPA UST
Publication Now Available
Hey UST operators. The US EPA has updated
another one of its legacy publications Straight Talk on
Tanks. Check it out.


Keep Reading


Keep Reading
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New Mexico Begins to
Consider New UST Rules
The Petroleum Storage Tank Committee will be
holding a meeting on Wednesday, May 11, 2016 at
the old PERA Building, 1120 Paseo de Peralta, Santa
Fe, NM at 10:00 a.m. The meeting will be in Apodaca
Hall, on the second floor of the PERA building, and is
open to the public.


Please see the webpage for further information and
agenda.


Keep Reading
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UST Training Returns to
Guam
UST Training is pleased to be returning to the island
of Guam to provide refresher and first-time Class A/B
UST operator training.


Ben Thomas of UST Training has been awarded the
contract from the Guam EPA to provide the training,
which is being offered June 15, 16 and 17 at the
Guam Hilton in Tamuning.


Our goal is to train every Class A/B UST operator in
these three days.


Copyright © 2016 UST Training, All rights reserved. 
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UST Training
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Langley, WA 98260
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From: Ridley, Joshua
To: Burnell, Susan; Anderson, William; Smith, TimR
Cc: Pashia, Greg; Snowbarger, Robert
Subject: RE: Technical Training for UST and LUST programs
Date: Friday, February 05, 2016 4:34:31 PM


Thank you for much Susan!
 


From: Burnell, Susan 
Sent: Friday, February 05, 2016 2:56 PM
To: Ridley, Joshua <Ridley.Joshua@epa.gov>; Anderson, William <Anderson.William@epa.gov>;
Smith, TimR <Smith.TimR@epa.gov>
Cc: Pashia, Greg <Pashia.Greg@epa.gov>; Snowbarger, Robert <Snowbarger.Robert@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Technical Training for UST and LUST programs
 
 
Hi Joshua –
 
Welcome to the Tanks world!  Here is a link to the OUST webpage on LUST related training: 
http://www.epa.gov/ust/underground-storage-tank-ust-corrective-action-training.   The training
page talks about NEIPWCC (one of our state grant partners).  Here is the direct link to the training
they have from ITRC (Interstate Technology and Regulatory Council).  They have good technical
training on LNAPL and  remedy optimization:  http://www.neiwpcc.org/correctiveaction.asp. 
 
I am including Tim Smith from OUST on this email.  He has UST training information he will forward
to you.
 
Good luck and let me know if you need anything else. 
 
Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave (5401R)
Washington DC  20460
703-603-9231 Beginning January 19, 2016, my new phone number will be 202-564-0766
 
 


From: Ridley, Joshua 
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2016 11:14 AM
To: Anderson, William <Anderson.William@epa.gov>; Burnell, Susan <Burnell.Susan@epa.gov>
Cc: Pashia, Greg <Pashia.Greg@epa.gov>; Snowbarger, Robert <Snowbarger.Robert@epa.gov>
Subject: Technical Training for UST and LUST programs
 
Hello,
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I am a new employee in Region 6 in the UST section. I am trying to find technical training courses
that deal with the UST program or the LUST program.
 
Any advice would be greatly appreciated,
 
Thanks,
 
Joshua Ridley
UST - Enviromental Protection Agency
Region 6, Dallas TX
214-665-7117
 








View this email in your browser


Correction: Colorado Class A/B
Training not suspended
In our last newsletter we stated that the State of Colorado has suspended Class A/B
training pending the outcome of an investigation. This is incorrect.


The Colorado OPS is investigating whether to allow self-paced, online training in
Colorado because of concerns they have about operators not understanding rules as
they apply to their particular sites.


We at UST Training were under the impression that the site-specific issue was
across the board and affected live classroom, live-webinar and self-paced options as
well. We apologize for the misunderstanding that resulted in a number of calls to the
Colorado OPS. We’re hoping to automate our Colorado Class A/B course by offering
a self-paced version (with interactive, site-specific features) so we’ll update you as
soon as we know something.


Again, sorry for the confusion. Any concerns please contact Ben Thomas by phone
at 866-301-8265 or by replying to this email.
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New UST Rules in Effect, PEI Trade Show, Nebraska Deadlines View this email in your browser
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From: UST Training
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Subject: UST Training News - November 2015
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Oct. 13, 2015: Let the New
UST Rules Begin
October 13, 2015: Last week the new EPA rules
took effect nationwide but only certain rules and


Events
View all >


November 2015


Advanced UST Leak
Detection Inspector
Training
EPA Region 3 States
Rehoboth Beach, DE
November 3-5, 2015
Private Class. Want
your own inspector
class? Contact us for
more information.


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
(with GTECA)
Hunter AAF, GA
November 4-5, 2015
Private Class. Want
your own custom
class? Contact us for
more information.


FREE Webinar:
Navigating the new
EPA UST rules: What
the changes mean for
you
November 17, 2015, 11
AM Pacific Time
Register now


UST Inspector Boot
Camp
Great hand’s on
class for any UST
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only in certain states.


These states include: (see map)


Arizona, California,  Florida, Illinois, Indiana,
Kentucky, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Ohio,
Wisconsin, Wyoming, plus American Samoa,
CNMI, and Guam. And all USTs in Indian Country.


Notes from the Petroleum
Equipment Institute Trade
Show
Ben Thomas recently returned from the PEI Trade
Show, the world’s largest event for those in the
UST equipment and service industry. The three+
day event, held at the Las Vegas Convention
Center, included many educational sessions that
might be of interest to UST operators. Here are
some of the highlights:


operator or inspector
Near Milwaukee, WI
November 17-19, 2015
Register now, seating is
limited.


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
(with UST&C)
Shaw AFB, SC
November 18-19, 2015
Private Class. Want
your own custom
class? Contact us for
more information.


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
(with UST&C)
Charleston DFSP, SC
November, 2015, exact
dates TBA
Private Class. Want
your own custom
class? Contact us for
more information.


December 2015


Live Class A/B/C UST
Operator Training
Joint Base Lewis
McChord, WA
November 30 –
December 1, 2015
Private Class. Want
your own custom
classs? Contact us for
more information.


Live Class A/B/C UST
Operator Training
FISC Puget Sound,
Bremerton, WA


Keep Reading
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Diesel Corrosion
EPA’s New Rules
Compliments from Industry
October 13, 2015 — New EPA Rules
Tighter Sumps
More Testing?


Oregon moves ahead
updating UST rules
The Oregon DEQ UST Program recently
announced the agency would start the process of
updating its UST rules to be consistent with the
new Federal EPA UST rules.


As you may know updating rules can be a lengthy
process but the OR DEQ is starting this fall.


Because we train in Oregon and have lots of
Oregon clients. we’ll be sure to keep you updated.


Actually implementation dates will be announced


December 3-4, 2015
Private Class. Want
your own custom
class? Contact us for
more information.


Private Webinar:
Navigating the new
EPA UST rules: What
the changes mean for
you
December 7, 2015, 11
AM Pacific Time
Private Class. Want
your own? Contact
us for more information.


Oregon Class A/B
UST Operator
Training
George Fox University,
12753 SW 68th Avenue
Portland OR 97223-
8305
December 8, 2015
Register now


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
DFSP Tampa, FL
December 17, 2015
Private Class. Want
your own custom
class? Contact us for
more information.


January 2016


Hafa Adai Guam
Operators! We’re
coming back!


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training


Keep Reading
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down the road but we forecast it’ll take at least 2-3
years to get there. Go Oregon!


Nebraska Training Deadline
12/31/15
Nebraska UST operators have until the end of the
year to complete training for Class A/B and C UST
operators. Have you completed the training and
printed your certificate?


We at UST Training have been training UST
operators since 2003 so we know what’s
important, relevant, valuable and engaging to our
audience. Which is why Nebraska UST operators
really like our online training solution.


Here are the results our Nebraska survey for those
who took our training. (Click on image to enlarge).


January 21, 22, 24 and
25, 2016
Hilton Guam Resort
and Spa
Tumon Bay Guam
Registration coming
soon.  Stop by for
details.


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
January 2016, exact
day TBD
Whidbey NAS, Oak
Harbor, WA
Private Class. Want
your own custom
class? Contact us for
more information.


February 2016


Live Class A/B/C UST
Operator Training
Joint Base Pearl Harbor
Hickam, HI
February, 2015
Private Class. Want
your own? Contact
us for more information.


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Honolulu, HI
February, 2015 (exact
dates TBA)
Registration coming
soon.  Stop by for
details.


March 2016


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training


Keep Reading


Start Training Now
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We’re happy to report that Nebraska operators not
only really liked the course, not only really liked
the online experience but actually found the
information helpful.


UST Training Never ends


March 8, 2016
Exact location TBA
Maui, HI
Registration coming
soon.  Stop by for
details.


2015 Training by
the Steel Tank
Institute


Follow links for dates,
locations and pricing


STI Cathodic Protection
Testing Classes


 


Read More
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Most of our customers login, take the training,
pass the exam, print their certificate and logout.
End of story.


But did you know your training account is active
and open forever? After class you can log back in
and:


Watch any lesson again as a a refresher.
Download the study guide and extra
handouts.
Download daily, monthly and annual
inspection forms.
Watch our now famous Tank Savvy Minute
training videos.
Reprint your certificate.
Re-certify if your state requires refreshers.


Here at UST Training, we try to make our online
system something you can return to time and
again.


Whether you lost your certificate or want a quick
refresher on leak detection, our system is here
24/7 to help you be the best UST operator you can
be.


Copyright © 2015 UST Training, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because of your relationship with UST Training. 


Our mailing address is: 
UST Training
PO Box 1591
Langley, WA 98260
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From: Burnell, Susan
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: Re: R3 and MTBE FOIA
Date: Monday, February 29, 2016 8:31:26 AM


Right.  I wouldn't think we need to include that email.  That was more to let you know that
we've released PA's data before and they didn't raise any issues.  


Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
202-564-0766


From: Barolo, Mark
Sent: Friday, February 26, 2016 5:07 PM
To: Burnell, Susan
Subject: RE: R3 and MTBE FOIA
 
Thanks Sue.  Good to know the status in R3.
 
I don’t know that the email exchange itself is important to include, but we should make all the
underlying data available (the same data you made available to Michelle Marcus).
 
Thanks
Mark
 


From: Burnell, Susan 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 11:28 AM
To: Barolo, Mark <Barolo.Mark@epa.gov>
Cc: Anderson, Will <Anderson.Will@epa.gov>
Subject: R3 and MTBE FOIA
 
 
Hi Mark
 
I talked to Carol Amend about the FOIA.  She has not spoken to PA about any of it.  In fact, she is
waiting to hear back from the requestors on a more limited scope before tackling the effort.  I did
find the memo that we sent to PA regarding our 2014 FOIA release of their backlog study data.  Their
response is attached.  They did not have any comments.  We did qualify the data set – one time data
snapshot from 2009, data limitations, etc….   Not sure if that is as relevant for this FOIA.  The 2014
FOIA was for researching potential impacts of LUST releases and we wanted to make it very clear to
the requestor that the data was old and many of the sites are now most likely in different stages
than what is presented in our data.
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Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave (5401R)
Washington DC  20460
Beginning January 19, 2016, my new phone number will be 202-564-0766
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Nothing Off Table in Clean Water Act Discussions, McCarthy Says


Posted August 19, 2014, 3:15 P.M. ET


By Martha Kessler


Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy said today that no actions have been
taken off the table in discussions about how to proceed with an interpretive rule outlining the scope of
exemptions from dredge-and-fill permits under the Clean Water Act.


When asked if she would consider withdrawing the interpretive rule, McCarthy told Bloomberg BNA she
is “not taking anything off the table.” McCarthy made her remarks after speaking in Boston on the health
benefits of the administration’s Climate Action Plan.


The EPA published the interpretive rule in April to clarify the scope of normal agriculture, forestry and
ranching exemptions from dredge-and-fill permits issued under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. The
rule took effect the day it was published.


The interpretative rule, which was issued in conjunction with a rule to clarify Clean Water Act
jurisdiction over the nation's waters and wetlands, has raised concerns from farming and ranching groups,
among others.


McCarthy said the EPA is engaged in talks with numerous conservation, agricultural and other
organizations about their concerns and how to proceed.


In addition, McCarthy said the agency expects to submit its 2014 renewable fuel standard to the White
House Office of Management and Budget for review “very shortly.”


Key Permit for Proposed Coal Export Terminal Denied by Oregon


Posted August 19, 2014, 2:52 P.M. ET


By Paul Shukovsky


The Oregon Department of State Lands has rejected a removal-fill permit for a proposed coal export
terminal on the Columbia River that would ship up to 8.8 million tons a year to Asia.


The department cited the effects of proposed dock construction on tribal fisheries in announcing the
decision yesterday. The decision received more than 20,000 public comments.


Ambre Energy's Morrow Pacific project would haul coal by rail from mines in Colorado, Montana, Utah
and Wyoming to the proposed site at the Port of Morrow. The coal would be barged 272 miles downriver to
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the Port of St. Helens, where it would be transferred to oceangoing vessels.


Ambre spokeswoman Liz Fuller told Bloomberg BNA Aug. 19, “We disagree with this political decision.
We are evaluating our next steps and considering the full range of legal and permitting options.”


Morrow Pacific, also known as the Coyote Island Terminal Project, is the smallest of three active coal-
export proposals in the Pacific Northwest that cumulatively would more than match the 107 million tons of
coal exported from the U.S. in 2011.


Oregon Gov. John Kitzhaber (D) has been a vocal opponent of the proposed projects.


Maryland Report Recommends Tight Controls for Shale Gas


Posted August 19, 2014, 3:30 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


Maryland should adopt an array of regulations to minimize public health risks if shale gas development
is allowed in the state, according to a report.


The report from a team of University of Maryland health professors, released yesterday, included an
overview of the health risks that have been reported over the years for shale gas development, including
hydraulic fracturing. It also included regulatory recommendations, some of them standard and some
stricter than found in other states.


The report recommended risk assessments and mitigation strategies to limit air and water pollution,
traffic and noise. It recommended closed tanks for waste storage, not open pits, and full disclosure of
chemicals.


The report was drawn up for the Maryland Department of the Environment and the Maryland
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene as the state considers whether to allow hydraulic fracturing, or
fracking.


Maryland has only a slight portion of the Marcellus Shale formation, making it a very marginal
potential source for gas from that shale.


Maryland Wind Farm Would Be Halted Under Defense Spending Bill


Posted August 19, 2014, 12:08 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


A provision added to a $548 billion Defense Department appropriations bill by Senate Appropriations
Committee Chairwoman Barbara Mikulski (D-Md.) effectively would halt development of a 150-megawatt
wind farm proposed within 56 miles of a Maryland naval base, according to a letter from project
proponents obtained by Bloomberg BNA Aug. 19.


The language added to the fiscal year 2015 Department of Defense Appropriations Act, approved by
the committee in July, would delay the project by privately held Pioneer Green Energy LLC until a study on
its effects on the Patuxent River Naval Air Station is completed, according to two letters sent to Mikulski
Aug. 14 by several environmental groups.


Such a delay would “allow permit and tax-credit deadlines to pass, effectively halting any progress on
the wind farm and costing the state of Maryland jobs and growth potential for clean energy,” said one of
the letters, which added that the study was unnecessary because of an agreement that the wind turbines
would be turned off during routine radar testing.


Representatives for Mikulski and Pioneer Green Energy did not immediately respond to a request for
comment.


After Rail Disaster, Canadian Regulator Urges Increased Safety Audits


Posted August 19, 2014, 12:31 P.M. ET


By Peter Menyasz


Canada's federal transportation safety regulator is urging the federal government to conduct more
thorough and frequent audits of railways carrying dangerous goods to ensure they have adequate safety
management systems.


The Transportation Safety Board of Canada's final report on the July 2013 rail disaster in which a
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runaway train carrying crude oil exploded in the downtown area of the small Quebec community of Lac-
Mégantic concluded that the Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway (MMA) had a weak safety culture that
didn't include a functioning safety management system.


It also found that Transport Canada didn't audit the railway sufficiently to ensure it was effectively
managing the risks of its operations, maintaining equipment and providing employee training and
monitoring.


The final report reiterated the regulator's concerns about industry rules for the security of unattended
trains and the vulnerability of Class-111 tank cars in transporting dangerous goods.


The runaway train, including 63 tank cars carrying crude oil, derailed in the community after being left
unattended for the night. It spilled about 6 million liters of oil, resulting in fires and explosions that killed
47 people and caused extensive property and environmental damage.


Climate Change ‘Serious Threat' to South Asia's Economy: Report


Posted August 19, 2014, 12:25 P.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


South Asia's economy is “under serious threat” from climate change if the world continues on its
current fossil fuel-intensive path, according to a new report from the Asian Development Bank.


Climate change could cut the annual gross domestic product of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the
Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka by up to about 9 percent on average by the end of this century, the report
said.


The Maldives and Nepal would be the hardest hit, losing up to 12.6 percent and 9.9 percent of their
economic growth each year, respectively, while India could lose up to 8.7 percent of GDP every year by
2100.


The bank's forecast assumes a rise in global temperatures of 4.6 degrees Celsius, but it did not include
damage from floods, droughts and other extreme weather events, which it said could push the human and
financial toll even higher.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: : BIOFUELS: Oil industry calls for swift release of final RFS rule
Date: Thursday, June 19, 2014 7:22:00 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: Oil industry calls for swift release of final RFS rule | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: The American Petroleum Institute urged the Obama administration today to quickly
complete the rule setting this year's biofuel requirements.
 
U.S. EPA this month extended the compliance deadline for last year's renewable fuel standard
targets, raising the likelihood that a final rule initially slated for completion this month won't be done
until August or September.
 
"Right now, EPA should be proposing the 2015 requirements, but we're still waiting for them to
finalize the requirements for this year," said Bob Greco, API director of downstream activities, in a
conference call with reporters.
 
Under the renewable fuel standard, EPA is required to set targets for conventional renewable fuel
and advanced biofuels each year.
 
For the first time, EPA has proposed lowering the requirements for renewable fuel based largely on
the blend wall, the term for the limit to the amount of ethanol that can be used in today's cars and
fueling infrastructure. The agency's proposal would compel refiners to blend 13.1 billion gallons of
ethanol into gasoline this year, lower than actual production last year and the level laid out in
statute.
 
The agency is already well beyond the statutory deadline of Nov. 30, 2013, to finalize the rule. The
White House has not yet begun a review of the final rule.
 
When asked for specifics on how the delay is affecting refiners, Greco said that refiners will have
"limited flexibility" to accommodate any changes that EPA proposes in the final rule.
 
API has previously signaled that it would file a lawsuit against EPA if the final rule is issued late, but
Greco today said that no decisions have been made on potential legal action. He said it was
inevitable, though, that someone would sue over the rule and "further the uncertainty." Biofuel
trade groups have also threatened litigation.
 
In a letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy today, the oil industry trade group also said it was
concerned that the agency is considering raising its targets for ethanol. According to a refining
industry source, EPA is planning to raise the standard to as high as 13.6 billion gallons in its final rule.
 
API said that in recent meetings, administration officials have signaled that they view E85 as a way of
adding more ethanol to the fuel mix. E85, a fuel consisting of up to 85 percent ethanol, is used in
flex-fuel vehicles. The majority of gasoline in the market today contains 10 percent ethanol.
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In the letter, API expressed doubt about the ability of E85 to help refiners get around the blend wall
and repeated calls for the agency to set the overall renewable fuel requirements below the
equivalent of 9.7 percent ethanol in the gasoline pool. Doing so would provide an "adequate buffer,"
API said.
 
"We again urge EPA and the administration to avoid pushing the minimum biofuel requirements up
to the maximum amount that could potentially be blended into transportation fuels," API wrote.
"This approach fails to provide necessary flexibility in the marketplace and threatens our economic
security."
 
Biofuels producers, who view the RFS as a key policy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and a
means of increasing the nation's energy independence, have called on EPA to increase the targets
for ethanol and advanced biofuels to their full statutory levels.
 








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: : Ethanol exports up to 1 billion gallons expected for 2014
Date: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 8:29:36 AM


News Headline: Ethanol exports up to 1 billion gallons expected for 2014 | 


Outlet Full Name: Ethanol Producer Magazine - Online
News Text: Ethanol exports up to 1 billion gallons expected for 2014 By Susanne Retka Schill | March
10, 2014 Ethanol exports are a bright spot for producers in a year of uncertainty due to the U.S. EPA's
proposed 2014 renewable volume obligations. “Continued strength in foreign demand could lead to
ethanol exports in the range of 600 million to 1 billion gallons,” USDA senior economist Seth Meyer and
University of Illinois economist Nick Paulson wrote in their March 7 FarmDocDaily post, “Export Markets
for US Ethanol.”   The two economists reviewed the major export destinations. Brazil has been an
important, but fluctuating market for U.S. ethanol that is unlikely to provide a stable source of demand for
U.S. ethanol, they said. The cross trading that occurred as Brazil's sugarcane ethanol was shipped to the
U.S. to satisfy advanced biofuel requirements in the renewable fuel standard (RFS) is not likely to
continue, with the changes expected in the 2014 rule. Brazil shipments to the U.S. were offset by U.S.
ethanol going to Brazil to meet its blending requirements since Brazil does not distinguish between
domestic and imported ethanol, the authors point out. Canada, in contrast, has been a stable destination
for U.S. ethanol, although growth is limited because, they write, “blenders are already thought to be over-
complying (blending at greater than the national 5 percent blend requirement).” The Canadian market
size is also relatively small at less than a tenth of the U.S. market. While the EU market holds significant
potential, “tariffs, duties, and greenhouse gas reduction scores assigned to U.S. corn ethanol under the
EU blending policy remain the main barriers and sources of uncertainty for future ethanol exports,” they
said. Mexico could potentially be a larger market as well. It imported 30 million gallons of U.S. ethanol in
2013, but could do more, the economists point out, as the country imported 10 times that amount of the
oxygenate MTBE. The accompanying export destination chart shows a large number of new customers
for U.S. ethanol producers, along with other countries who have been out of the U.S. market for months.
“Countries like Columbia, the United Arab Emirates, Jamaica and South Korea have made periodic
purchases, with China making a sizeable purchase of 3.5 million gallons in November 2013. India has
also been an on-again, off-again, purchaser of U.S. ethanol, picking up 13 million gallons in the last two
months of 2013 after having been largely out of the US market since 2011. When priced competitively
against both petroleum products and other biofuel competitors, the U.S. appears to be making export
sales. However, the inconsistent nature of purchases and internal biofuel policies which sometimes favor
domestic production in potential markets suggest continued export growth will require ethanol to remain
both competitively priced and in a favorable policy environment.”         Related Articles Business Briefs
Cellulosic E20 fleet tested at demo plant in Germany EPA to reconsider 2013 RFS cellulosic volumes
Southeastern fuel retailer to offer E15 at C-stores Iowa RFA: Ethanol benefits state's economy Obama
signs farm bill, launches new initiative
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National Tank Conference, A Very Special Tank Savvy Minute, More
Free Webinars, More Publications
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Highlights from the National
Tanks Conference


Classes &
Events


View all >


September 2015


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
George Fox University,
12753 SW 68th Avenue
Portland OR 97223-8305
September 23, 2015
Register now


FREE Webinar:
Navigating the new
EPA UST rules: What
the changes mean for
you
September 29, 2015, 11
AM Pacific Time
Register now


October 2015


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training (with
NCDENR)
JB Bragg-Pope, NC
October 5-6, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


PEI at the NACS Show
Las Vegas, NV
October 12-14, 2015
Stop by and visit Ben at
the Ready Training
Booth # 4628
More info


Advanced UST
Operator Training on
Automatic Tank
Gauges
Bremerton, WA
October 20, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


FREE Webinar:


Email Your Answer
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Ben Thomas of UST Training recently attended
the 25th Annual National Tanks Conference in
Phoenix, AZ, an event he’s proudly attended, help
organize or presented at since 1996. Here are
some of the highlights:


Largest Attendance to Date: We tipped the
scales at over 800 attendees this year, the highest
attended UST conference ever. Attendees
included nearly every state UST program, many
Indian tribes, many EPA officials, major UST
owners, testers, contractors and more.


Tank Savvy Minute from the
head of the nation’s UST
program
At the recent National Tanks Conference in
Phoenix, AZ, Ben Thomas had the good fortune of
interviewing the nation’s top UST regulator


Navigating the new
EPA UST rules: What
the changes mean for
you
October 21, 2015, 11
AM Pacific Time
Register now


November 2015


Advanced UST Leak
Detection Inspector
Training
EPA Region 3 States
Rehoboth Beach, DE
November 3-5, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training (with
GTECA)
Hunter AAF, GA
Tentative date
November 4-5, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


UST Inspector Boot
Camp
Great hand’s on class for
any UST operator or
inspector
Near Milwaukee, WI
November 17-19, 2015
Register now, seating is
limited.


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
FISC Puget Sound, WA
Tentative date
November 18-19, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


December 2015


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Fairchild AFB, WA
Tentative date
December 2-3, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for


Keep Reading
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Carolyn Hoskinson, Director of EPA’s Office of
Underground Storage Tanks for this special Tank
Savvy Minute about the new EPA UST rules.
Thanks Carolyn!


More Free New UST Rules
Webinars September 29 and
October 21
We're continuing to offer this webinar at least
monthly for the time being in case you missed the
first one. Register for the next one now if you
missed out. Or tell your friends if you liked the
class.


FREE Webinar: Navigating the new EPA UST
rules: What the changes mean for you
September 29, 2015, 11 AM Pacific Time
Register now


FREE Webinar: Navigating the new EPA UST
rules: What the changes mean for you
October 21, 2015, 11 AM Pacific Time
Register now


more information.


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
George Fox University,
12753 SW 68th Avenue
Portland OR 97223-8305
December 8, 2015
Register now


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Joint Base Lewis
McChord, WA
Tentative date
December 9-10, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


2015 Training by the
Steel Tank Institute


Follow links for dates,
locations and pricing


STI Cathodic Protection
Testing Classes


Register Now
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Ever wonder what a 3-
gallon per hour leak looks
like?
When doing an inspector training class last week,
we had a petroleum contractor test a mechanical
line leak detector in the field to see if the device
could find a 3 gallon per hour leak. Unfortunately it
didn’t pass, meaning not that the single-wall line
was leaking, but a leak of 3+ gallons per hour
could not be found.


The good news was that the UST owner didn’t
need to wait another 6 months to know he couldn’t
find a catastrophic leak.  This video demonstrates
how big a leak could go undetected if the line leak
detector was not working properly. This visual is
important because we don’t often see actual leaks
because they’re usually buried so the mind has a
hard time registering how bad things might be
below grade.
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We try hard at UST Training to make
demonstrations like this leak so UST operators get
a sense about the importance of equipment
operations, testing and response.


Got a great visual to show how bad a leak can be?
Send it to info@USTtraining.com.


 


More EPA Publications
about the new UST rules
EPA continued to publish technical assistance
documents about the new rules for topics like
interstitial monitoring, UST operator training,
walkthrough inspection, equipment testing and
more.


Here’s the latest document:


EPA’s Questions and Answers about the
2015 UST Regulation


Keep Reading
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Nebraska UST Operators
like online training
UST Training was the first to offer online training in
Nebraska and, like we do in all states, we ask
Class A/B UST operators to fill out a brief survey
after class.  Here’s what 23 operators had to say
about the training so far. Overall, folks seemed to
find the course useful, the handouts helpful and
the venue (online versus traditional classroom)
favorable.
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


EPA Sends 2014 Final Renewable Fuel Standard to OMB for Review


Posted August 22, 2014, 10:59 A.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The White House is reviewing the Environmental Protection Agency's final renewable fuel standard rule
for 2014, the agency confirmed this morning.


The EPA sent its final rule to the White House Office of Management and Budget for interagency review
today. That is typically the last step before a rule is published in the Federal Register.


“Today, the 2014 RFS final standards were submitted for interagency review,” the EPA said in a
statement. “Biofuels are an important part of our all-of-the-above energy strategy, helping to curb our
dependence on foreign oil, cut carbon pollution, and drive innovation. After an extensive public outreach
process, we've received 340,000 comments that will help inform our final determinations. EPA will issue a
final rulemaking after the interagency review process has been completed.”


The EPA proposed the rule in November 2013. The proposed standards would require petroleum
refiners and importers to blend 15.21 billion gallons of renewable fuels into their products in 2014. That is
down from the 18.15 billion gallons required by the Energy Independence and Security Act as the agency
takes steps to address the ethanol blend wall.


The EPA had a statutory duty to complete the rule by Nov. 30, 2013, but missed that deadline.


CEQ Releases Draft Guidance to Improve Environmental Reviews


Posted August 22, 2014, 1:14 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


The White House Council on Environmental Quality released a draft guidance today to help agencies
make better use of programmatic environmental reviews, which can reduce the time-consuming burdens
of subsequent project reviews.


Programmatic National Environmental Policy Act reviews can be significant to industrial, commercial
and government projects of all kinds. A programmatic review of a leasing program for oil and gas
development, for example, might save time on subsequent analyses when specific drilling projects are
proposed.


The usefulness of programmatic NEPA reviews has been questioned, however, while project-specific
NEPA reviews have become the targets of much criticism and litigation.
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The draft guidance builds upon a guidance the CEQ issued in 1983. It explains that a good
programmatic review will contain analyses that can be “incorporated by reference” in a subsequent project
review, so that agencies do not need to slog through the same analyses twice.


The time savings can come in analyses of impacts, consideration of alternatives and consideration of
mitigation measures, the CEQ said.


The CEQ draft guidance is scheduled for publication in the Aug. 25 Federal Register. Public comments
will be taken through Oct. 9.


Alliance Wants EPA to Authorize States to Use Water Trading


Posted August 22, 2014, 3:11 P.M. ET


By Amena Saiyid


The National Water Quality Trading Alliance is urging the Environmental Protection Agency to explicitly
authorize states to be able to use trading as a tool to restore impaired waters.


An explicit authorization would require the EPA to amend the existing regulation at 40 C.F.R. Part
131.13, which governs general policies for states and tribal adoption of water quality standards, according
to the alliance, which is composed of state and federal officials, representatives from a broad swath of
regulated entities and financial groups.


The alliance met yesterday with Kenneth Kopocis, the newly appointed deputy assistant administrator
for water at EPA, to seek his support.


The existing rule gives states the discretion to adopt trading in their water quality standards. However,
it stops short of explicit trading authorization. A simple amendment by the EPA is all that is needed, Brent
Fewell, the alliance adviser and partner with Troutman Sanders LLP, told Bloomberg BNA today.


The EPA water quality trading policy, issued in 2003, is a voluntary program that uses allocations for
point and nonpoint sources established under a total maximum daily load as the cap under which pollution
credits may be traded. These allocations are then incorporated into National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System permits for point sources.


The EPA is in the process of finalizing changes to the underlying regulations based on a September
2013 proposed rule. The alliance recommended the rule change in its comments.


Enbridge Avoids Review by Switching Crude to Existing Line


Posted August 22, 2014, 1:59 P.M. ET


By Jim Snyder and Rebecca Penty


Enbridge Inc. said it has found a way to ship more Alberta oil to the U.S. that doesn't require a review
similar to the one faced by Keystone XL: switching crude from one pipeline to another before it crosses the
border.


The State Department, responsible for approving cross-border energy projects like the Alberta Clipper
and the proposed Keystone XL line to the U.S. Gulf Coast, said in a statement that Enbridge can go
forward with its plan under authority granted by previously issued permits.


The plan drew criticism yesterday from the Sierra Club and the National Wildlife Federation, opposed
to new imports from Canada's oil sands because they contend mining and processing the fuel releases
more climate-warming carbon than other types of crude.


In filings with the State Department, Enbridge said the plan was necessary to meet the needs of
Alberta's oil producers due to a delay in the planned expansion of its Alberta Clipper line, which awaits
U.S. approval.


© 2014 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission.


Shipping U.S. Coal to South Korea Would Cut Carbon: Study


Posted August 22, 2014, 2:04 P.M. ET


By Christina Larson


Even as the shale-gas boom has dramatically changed America's energy mix and pricing, the U.S. still
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burns a lot of coal. Because the fleet of domestic coal-fired power plants includes many aging facilities, it
isn't burned efficiently.


A study by researchers at Duke University and the University of Calgary has compared coal burning in
the U.S. and South Korea and proposed a novel way to reduce net greenhouse gas emissions. Given the
“superior energy effciency of South Korea's newer coal-fred power plants,” says Duke's Dalia Patino-
Echeverri, co-author of a paper published recently in the journal Environmental Science & Technology,
Korea derives far greater energy per ton of coal burned.


The hitch is that the coal available to be burned in Korea is often “dirtier” than U.S. coal and releases
higher quantities of sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide and particulate matter. Meanwhile, the U.S. has
relatively cleaner-burning coal but has aging plants and wasteful infrastructure.


©2014 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission.


California Court Says Some Limits for Treatment Plant Flawed


Posted August 22, 2014, 2:27 P.M. ET


By Carolyn Whetzel


Regional water quality officials failed to follow technical procedures in establishing certain effluent
limits for the Sacramento Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant near Elk Grove, Calif., a state court
ruled.


The decision from the California Superior Court in Sacramento County hands the California Sportfishing
Protection Alliance a partial victory in its legal challenge of a federal Clean Water Act discharge permit the
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board issued in December 2010.


In the Aug. 18 ruling, Judge Michael P. Kenny said the regional water board violated Clean Water Act
requirements in developing discharge limits for hardness dependent metals, by not establishing a weekly
effluent limit for aluminum and by improperly exempting facility discharges from certain temperature
requirements.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: : BIOFUELS: RFS rollback the "wrong call" -- Democratic senators |
Date: Monday, May 19, 2014 9:35:23 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: RFS rollback the 'wrong call' -- Democratic senators | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Environment & Energy Daily
News Text: A group of Democratic senators yesterday charged that U.S. EPA made a mistake in
proposing to reduce the nation's biofuel blending mandates for this year.
 
Led by Sen. Heidi Heitkamp (D-N.D.), the senators -- mostly from Midwestern states -- pushed EPA to
raise this year's biofuel targets in its final rule, pointing to the biodiesel industry as an example of
what happens with unstable policy. According to an industry survey released yesterday, nearly 80
percent of biodiesel producers in the country have reduced production this year (Greenwire, May
14).
 
The senators also pushed for the extension of the $1-a-gallon biodiesel tax credit, which is included
in the tax extenders package being debated this week on the Senate floor.
 
"If you look at what this industry depends on, it's certainty. On that score, we've failed miserably,"
Heitkamp said at a press conference.
 
Along with Heitkamp, the group of Democrats pushing yesterday for biofuels incentives consisted of
Sens. Dick Durbin of Illinois, Maria Cantwell of Washington, Amy Klobuchar and Al Franken of
Minnesota and Joe Donnelly of Indiana.
 
EPA's proposal released in November represents a 16 percent reduction in the mandate for total
renewable fuels compared with the level set by the 2007 statute. For biodiesel, EPA has proposed to
require at least 1.28 billion gallons of biodiesel be used in 2014 and 2015 -- below the industry's
actual production last year of nearly 1.8 billion gallons.
 
Biofuels groups and farmers have slammed the proposal since it was first leaked last fall. EPA is
expected to finalize the rule in early summer.
 
"They just made the wrong call," Donnelly said.
 
Klobuchar said she believed that senators with biofuel constituencies weren't consulted as much as
they could have been as EPA shaped the proposal. They've certainly had opportunities aplenty since
its release; all the senators have met with EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy to express concerns.
 
Franken said he has taken his concerns all the way up to President Obama and White House senior
adviser John Podesta. He would not comment on the specifics from meeting with Obama.
 
"I let him know my thoughts. ... I think we're going to make some progress," he said.
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EPA relied on "misinformation" from biofuel opponents when setting the numbers, Franken added.
He dismissed concerns raised by oil industry over the blend wall, the term for the physical limit to
the amount of ethanol that can be used in gasoline.
 
The senators rejected calls that Congress needs to step in and reform the renewable fuel standard.
 
"America is recalibrating its energy picture," Durbin said. "We want to make sure that biofuels are
included in the future when it comes to America's energy.
 
But Heitkamp said that supporters like herself would wait until EPA releases its final rule before
deciding on next steps. Depending on what EPA does, there may be room to seek a legislative fix, she
said.
 
It's unlikely that the Senate will come to agreement and pass any RFS legislation this year, regardless
of what EPA does with the final numbers, given the difficulty in passing bills and the upcoming
elections. Just this week, a bipartisan energy efficiency bill failed to garner enough support to
advance to a final vote (E&E Daily, May 13).
 
Democratic senators themselves remain divided on the future of renewable fuels policy, with
support dependent on the size and shape of their state's renewable fuels industry.
 
Within minutes of the end of the press conference, a separate pair of Democratic senators hosted a
closed-door briefing across the street in the U.S. Capitol for their colleagues on the need for reform
to the renewable fuel standard.
 
"The briefing is specifically for Senate Democrats, and will focus on the need for RFS reform in 2014,"
said an advisory sent to congressional offices.
 
Democratic Sens. Mark Begich of Alaska and Mark Pryor of Arkansas hosted the briefing. Pryor is the
sole Democratic co-sponsor on a bill introduced last year that would repeal the renewable fuel
standard; the bill introduced by Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) currently has 18 co-sponsors.
 
"These mandates are unworkable and need to be overhauled," Pryor said when the bill was
introduced last June.
 
Present at yesterday's briefing were some of the most vocal critics of the RFS, including American
Petroleum Institute CEO Jack Gerard, whose group has been the powerful voice calling for complete
repeal of the biofuels mandate.
 
Also present were representatives from the American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers, the
National Council of Chain Restaurants, the Environmental Working Group, BoatUS and ActionAid
USA. All the trade organizations have called for at least reform of the RFS.
 
The groups have centered criticism on the corn ethanol portion of the mandate, which they say has
come with environmental costs, squeezed refiners and led to higher food prices.







 
The only renewable industry supporter who spoke at the briefing was Michael McAdams, president
of the Advanced Biofuels Association.








From: Burnell, Susan
To: Ridley, Joshua; Anderson, William; Smith, TimR
Cc: Pashia, Greg; Snowbarger, Robert
Subject: Re: Technical Training for UST and LUST programs
Date: Monday, February 08, 2016 8:40:30 AM


HI -


One more link for you.  I just finished the ITRC LNAPL sessions and they sent me a link to all
their archived courses through the CLU-in site.  This could keep you busy for a while!


 now available along with hundreds of other archived internet seminars for free download and
replay at: http://www.clu-in.org/live/archive/itrc.


Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
202-564-0766


From: Ridley, Joshua
Sent: Friday, February 5, 2016 4:34 PM
To: Burnell, Susan; Anderson, William; Smith, TimR
Cc: Pashia, Greg; Snowbarger, Robert
Subject: RE: Technical Training for UST and LUST programs
 
Thank you for much Susan!
 


From: Burnell, Susan 
Sent: Friday, February 05, 2016 2:56 PM
To: Ridley, Joshua <Ridley.Joshua@epa.gov>; Anderson, William <Anderson.William@epa.gov>;
Smith, TimR <Smith.TimR@epa.gov>
Cc: Pashia, Greg <Pashia.Greg@epa.gov>; Snowbarger, Robert <Snowbarger.Robert@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Technical Training for UST and LUST programs
 
 
Hi Joshua –
 
Welcome to the Tanks world!  Here is a link to the OUST webpage on LUST related training: 
http://www.epa.gov/ust/underground-storage-tank-ust-corrective-action-training.   The training
page talks about NEIPWCC (one of our state grant partners).  Here is the direct link to the training
they have from ITRC (Interstate Technology and Regulatory Council).  They have good technical
training on LNAPL and  remedy optimization:  http://www.neiwpcc.org/correctiveaction.asp. 
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I am including Tim Smith from OUST on this email.  He has UST training information he will forward
to you.
 
Good luck and let me know if you need anything else. 
 
Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave (5401R)
Washington DC  20460
703-603-9231 Beginning January 19, 2016, my new phone number will be 202-564-0766
 
 


From: Ridley, Joshua 
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2016 11:14 AM
To: Anderson, William <Anderson.William@epa.gov>; Burnell, Susan <Burnell.Susan@epa.gov>
Cc: Pashia, Greg <Pashia.Greg@epa.gov>; Snowbarger, Robert <Snowbarger.Robert@epa.gov>
Subject: Technical Training for UST and LUST programs
 
Hello,
 
I am a new employee in Region 6 in the UST section. I am trying to find technical training courses
that deal with the UST program or the LUST program.
 
Any advice would be greatly appreciated,
 
Thanks,
 
Joshua Ridley
UST - Enviromental Protection Agency
Region 6, Dallas TX


Underground Storage Tank
(UST) Corrective Action
Training ...
www.epa.gov


Find trainings that provide underground
storage tank (UST) stakeholders with
information about cleaning up UST releases.
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214-665-7117
 








From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Barolo, Mark; Gerber, Linda; Anderson, Will; Grimm-Crawford, Barbara; Worley, Ray; Charles Reyes
Subject: new Director at ECOS
Date: Friday, October 18, 2013 11:44:14 AM


From today’s Inside EPA.  If possible it would be great for OUST to get a chance for a
meet and greet with the new Director someday. 
 
 
 
The Inside Story


ECOS' Executive Director Retires
Posted: October 17, 2013


Steve Brown, executive director of the Environmental Council of the States (ECOS) that represents many state
environmental agencies, has announced his retirement from the group effective Oct. 18.


"I leave ECOS as a strong organization with many friends and supporters. I believe it will continue so, as long as
state members engage and come to agreement. We've seen in Congress lately what discord can do," Brown said
in a statement to Inside EPA. He was the organization's executive director for 11 years and worked for ECOS for
17 years -- and before that organized the first meeting and wrote the initial by-laws that launched ECOS.


"The state environmental agency leaders were just ready back then. They had picked up delegated programs and
were putting in the majority of the funds. There was a feeling like they should have more say on how things were
run," said Brown. At press time, the organization had not announced a new executive director.


ECOS holds two major meetings a year where states debate key environmental policy issues and often vote on
resolutions that make recommendations to EPA and other agencies on how to craft some regulations. ECOS
members have often said that they strive to reach consensus with their policy resolutions.


At the group's most recent annual meeting in Arlington, VA, ECOS members tabled a proposed resolution on
"principles" for how EPA should write its greenhouse gas new source performance standard for existing power
plants, in order to give states more time to try and reach agreement on the wording of the resolution. The group is
now aiming to reach consensus on a climate resolution by late October.


Brown gave addresses at each ECOS meeting where he often highlighted the budget constraints facing states,
such as reduced levels of EPA grants that help states pay for implementing agency rules.


According to ECOS' website, the role of the executive director includes overseeing the group's operation, being
the chief staff representative and ECOS spokesman for Congress, federal agencies, state associations and
others, and working with ECOS committees to develop policy responses to bills and rules.


Brown, originally from Kentucky, has worked on environmental protection since graduating from the University of
Kentucky in 1976, and between 1985 and 1996 was the director of The Council of State Governments'
environmental policy center. He also worked for Kentucky's division of air and the division of permits.


In the statement on his retirement, Brown said, "I'm proudest of the support the staff gives to the [ECOS]
Committees these days. When I started, it was much less because we had less resources then. Those grew over
the years, but are sorely challenged in these days of shutdowns, sequesters, and debt ceilings. I'm also quite
proud of the ECOS interactions with EPA and with Congress. We've come a long way on both, especially over the
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last five years or so. There's more but that's what springs to mind first."


Carolyn Hanson is the next most senior official at ECOS, currently serving as deputy executive director and
assisting as the chief operating officer.
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Latest News


EPA Monitoring, Enforcement Likely To Suffer
Despite End Of Shutdown


Key EPA activities including monitoring and enforcement are
likely to suffer in the coming weeks despite the end of the
government shutdown as employees scramble to conduct time-
sensitive site inspections and respond to incidents that occurred
during furloughs, observers say, though regulatory development
is seen to be largely unaffected.


READ MORE >>


EPA Agrees To IG Call To Review Utility Of
Enforcement 'Watch List'


EPA is agreeing with an Inspector General (IG) recommendation
to review the utility of its enforcement "Watch List" that tracks
facilities alleged to have significant environmental law violations,
following an IG report -- the first since the government shutdown
ended -- that found inconsistent agency use and limitations of
the list.


READ MORE >>


D.C. Circuit Backs EPA Call To Hear Boiler,
Incinerator Suits In One Panel


The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit


Latest Blogs


9th Circuit Rejects
Suit Seeking State
Refinery GHG Rules


The U.S. Court of
Appeals for the 9th
Circuit has rejected
environmentalists' suit
trying to force
Washington state to
issue first-time
greenhouse gas (GHG)
rules . . .


API Threatens Suit To
Force EPA Release Of
2014 RFS


The American
Petroleum Institute
(API) is threatening to
file a lawsuit against
EPA if the agency fails
to issue renewable fuel
standard (RFS)
blending volumes . . .


ECOS' Executive
Director Retires


Steve Brown, executive
director of the
Environmental Council
of the States (ECOS)
that represents many
state environmental
agencies, has
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has granted EPA's request to have a single three-judge panel
hear dozens of separate suits challenging its package of air and
waste rules governing boilers and incinerators, despite industry
concerns that hearing the cases together could slow the
litigation.


READ MORE >>


EPA Floats Draft Strategy To Bolster States'
Lagging Enforcement Efforts


EPA is floating a draft strategy for bolstering states' lagging
enforcement efforts that outlines a range of options including
mid-level talks between states and agency regional officials to
removal of a state's delegated authority to implement EPA
programs as a "last resort" in the "most egregious
circumstances" of poor enforcement.


READ MORE >>


EPA Plan To Soften Groundwater Cleanup Policy
Draws Mixed Reactions


Suggestions last month by EPA's Superfund chief that the
agency is considering easing its long-standing policy that favors
cleanup of contaminated groundwater to meet strict drinking
water standards are receiving mixed reactions, with
environmentalists rejecting the idea as short-sighted and
troubling and industry sources welcoming it as realistic.


READ MORE >>


County Seeks To Return Stormwater Liability Case
To Supreme Court


A California county stormwater management agency is
preparing to petition the Supreme Court to again take up the
question of whether it is strictly liable for all stormwater pollution
at its monitoring stations regardless of the pollutants' origin,
despite the high court's January ruling in favor of the county on
separate grounds.


READ MORE >>


Alaska Group's Call For EPA To Regulate Alkyl
PAHs Faces Hurdles


announced his
retirement from the
group . . .
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An Alaska advisory group's calls for EPA to assess and regulate
under the Clean Water Act (CWA) additional polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons (PAHs) stemming from oil and petroleum products
may face hurdles due to technical difficulties assessing the
substances' risks and likely industry opposition.


READ MORE >>
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Bid to Declare Montana County in Attainment
With Sulfur Dioxide Standard Rejected by EPA
The Environmental Protection Agency denied two petitions from
Montana companies to reconsider air quality attainment
designations for a sulfur dioxide standard....


Air Pollution
Retirement of Coal-Fired Allen Power Plant
Near Memphis Is Approved by TVA Board
The Tennessee Valley Authority's board of directors approved the
retirement of its coal-fired Allen power plant near Memphis, a
spokesman for the authority told Bloomberg BNA Aug. 22....


Chemicals
Nine Substances of Very High Concern
Listed Under REACH, 10 Others Nominated
The European Commission has officially designated nine
chemicals, including one used to make coated galvanized steel, as
substances of very high concern, meaning their uses will have to
be authorized....


Energy
Rhode Island Still Committed to Regional
Energy Approach, State Official Says
The state of Rhode Island remains committed to the idea of a
regional approach to bringing more energy into New England
despite the failure of Massachusetts lawmakers to approve key
energy legislation before adjourning in late July....


Enforcement
U.S. Collects $2.9 Million Settlement in Case
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That Began With Storage Tank Violations
The former owner of a chain of Delaware and Maryland gas
stations has paid the U.S. nearly $2.9 million to resolve a civil
suit filed by the government in 2011 to collect a penalty for
violations of underground fuel tank regulations, the
Environmental...


Environmental Reviews
Draft CEQ Guidance Outlines Ways to Make
Programmatic Impact Reviews More Useful
The White House Council on Environmental Quality released draft
guidance Aug. 22 to help agencies make better use of
programmatic environmental reviews, which can reduce the time-
consuming burdens of subsequent project reviews....


Hazardous Waste
Polyvinyl Chloride Disposal Should Be
Regulated, Center Says in Petition to EPA
The Center for Biological Diversity has petitioned the
Environmental Protection Agency to classify polyvinyl chloride
(PVC) and some of the chemicals added to it as hazardous wastes
and to develop regulations for its disposal, the agency...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Workers Risk Benzene Exposure From
Spent Fluids at Fracking Sites, NIOSH Finds
Benzene exposure at hydraulic fracturing sites can present a risk
to workers encountering used fracking fluid that flows back up
from wellbores, the National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health found. ...


International Climate
Shenzhen Trading Scheme Will Allow Foreign
Investor Participation, Exchange Agency Says
China's State Administration of Foreign Exchange (SAFE) will
allow foreign investors to participate in carbon transactions on the
Shenzhen emissions trading system (ETS) platform, making it the
first of seven pilot exchanges to permit...


International Climate
Shipping U.S. Coal to South Korea Would
Reduce Carbon Emissions, Study Finds
Even as the shale-gas boom has dramatically changed America's
energy mix and pricing, the U.S. still burns a lot of coal. Because
the fleet of domestic coal-fired power plants includes many aging
facilities, it isn't burned efficiently....


Mining
Kerry Urged to Tap Treaty Authority to Halt
Pollutants From Canadian Mines Near Border
Members of Alaska’s congressional delegation and representatives
of Alaska’s fishing industry and Native tribes have asked
Secretary of State John Kerry to use treaty authorities to prevent
Canadian mines from sending pollution...


Oil & Gas
Enbridge Avoids U.S. Review by Switching
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Oil Sands Crude at Border to Existing Line
Enbridge Inc. said it has found a way to ship more Alberta oil to
the U.S. that doesn't require a review similar to the one faced by
Keystone XL: switching crude from one pipeline to another before
it crosses the border....


Oil & Gas
Risks to Marine Life From Seismic Surveys
Are Misrepresented, Administration Says
The environmental risks of offshore seismic surveys are being
misrepresented without regard to the facts of how the surveys
are conducted or the protective measures required, according to
a federal agency....


Pesticides
Non-EU Pesticide Companies to Be on European List
The European Commission and European Chemicals Agency
(ECHA) have agreed to publish the names of companies not
based in the European Union on an active substances list that will
be used to implement the Biocidal Products Regulation (EU No....


Trade
China Appeals Mixed WTO Ruling on U.S.
Duties Levied on Solar Panels, Wind Towers
China will appeal aspects of a World Trade Organization ruling in
its challenge to a series of U.S. countervailing duty investigations,
the WTO announced Aug. 22....


Vehicle Fuels
EPA Sends 2014 Renewable Fuel Standard
Final Rule to OMB for Interagency Review
The White House is reviewing the Environmental Protection
Agency's final renewable fuel standard rule for 2014, the agency
confirmed....


Water Pollution
California Court Finds Some Effluent Limits
For Sacramento Area Treatment Plant Flawed
Regional water quality officials failed to follow prescribed technical
procedures in establishing certain effluent limits for the
Sacramento Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant near Elk
Grove, Calif., a state court has ruled (Cal. Sportfishing...


Water Trading
EPA Once Again Urged by Alliance
To Authorize States to Carry Out Trading
The National Water Quality Trading Alliance is exhorting the
Environmental Protection Agency to explicitly authorize states to
be able to use trading as a tool to restore impaired waters....


SPECIAL REPORT


Chemicals
Manufacturers, Retailers Seek Convergence
On Data Sharing Across Supply Chains
Chemical manufacturers and formulators are spending too much
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time answering questions from retailers wanting to know more
about the chemicals in consumer products, according to trade
association officials, consultants and other advisers....


REGULATORY AGENDA


AUGUST 22 FEDERAL REGISTER


AUGUST 25 FEDERAL REGISTER


Comment Deadlines
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Lease our Class C training
course


Have a large number of
Class C UST operators?
Frustrated with high
turnover rates?
Have your own in-house
Learning Management
System (LMS)?


Did you know we lease our course software?  For
some enterprise UST owners, leasing our Class C
UST operator training courseware is a very smart
alternative that can save time, money and effort.


What our customers like
about us


We periodically check our surveys
to see how we’re doing and we are
pleased to see some great


 
July 2014


CNMI Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Tentatively held at PIC
Saipan, CNMI
July 29  8am-5pm
Register now


Guam Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Tentatively held at Guam
Hilton
Tamuning, Guam
July 30 Beginner Class
July 31, Refresher Class
Register soon


August 2014


Guam Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Beginner and refresher
classes coming soon
Tentatively held at Guam
Hilton
Tamuning, Guam
First week of August
Register soon


September 2014


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
George Fox University
Portland
September 16  8am- 3pm
Register now


October 2014


PEI Show at NACS
Las Vegas NV
October 7-10
Register now


Training by the Steel
Tank Institute


2014 STI SP001 Aboveground
Tank System Inspector
Training


STI Cathodic Protection
Testing Classes
 
 


EMAIL YOUR ANSWER


READ MORE
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feedback about our Class A/B
courses. Here are direct quotes
gathered over the last six months.


Convenience


“I could complete the course at my own
pace, and go back to the areas for more
study.”
“Being able to take the course as my time
allowed.”


Study published on potential
UST program budget cuts


ASTSWMO recently published a report about
State/Territory UST programs and how potential
budget cuts might affect their efforts at preventing
leaking USTs. Here’s the full report.


Highlights:


States cannot absorb any future reductions in
federal funding without significant loss in their
ability to operate a fully integrated functioning
program. 


READ MORE


READ MORE
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Tips and ideas for opening a
gas station


Being in the UST world means I subscribe to all
sorts of online journals and publications that I sift
through every day to see what nuggets I can pass
along to our customers. The title of this one caught
my eye: Tips and Ideas for Opening a Gas Station,
which I found interesting but limited to what the
customer sees and not what’s lurking
underground. So here’s my short list...


Gas station fire:
How to act quickly


READ MORE
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You might have caught this on the news this week:
a driver with a medical condition crashes into
a fueling car at a dispenser island, causing a
major fire. An off duty police officer happens to be
next to the accident and saves the day.


UST Outlook from
EPA Headquarters
 


I recently attended the National Institute for
Storage Tank Management (NISTM) UST
conference in Alexandria, Virginia  and got to
listen to and hang out with senior officials of
EPA’s Office of Underground Storage Tanks or
OUST. You may or may not know there’s an office



http://usttraining.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=4234d7d9c8&e=1dde6e7857

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=bd88c93d40&e=1dde6e7857

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=c0ac2abc07&e=1dde6e7857





in Washington DC that directs national UST policy
and works with states, territories and tribes to help
those agencies implement their tanks program at a
local level.


Largest UST system in the US


A typical 3-tank UST system totaling 30,000
gallons of product might seem like a lot of fuel but
it’s nothing compared to the 250,000,000 gallon
UST system near Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. Check
out the video describing the construction of this
massive and still active site.


Free compliance assistance for
our customers
UST Training offers free technical and
regulatory advice to our customers and has
done so since Ben Thomas trained the nation’s
first state-approved UST Operator training course
in Portland, Oregon in 2003. Graduates of our
training courses have full access to top national
experts who are not only happy to explain UST
regulations but can help you determine what is
best for you at your particular site. Contact us at


READ MORE


READ MORE
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From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Barolo, Mark; Gerber, Linda; Anderson, Will
Subject: good training course for some OUSTers?
Date: Thursday, July 03, 2014 8:52:14 AM


I took this course(groundwater pollution and hydrology) about a billion years ago when I was new at EPA, and found it a
really good foundation for understanding cleanup issues.  I was wondering whether it would be good for Ryan to take
someday (July 21 is probably too short notice) – they usually offer it about once or twice a year – since Ryan will be
working on ethanol/emerging fuel cleanup issues in addition to prevention issues, right?  Also, I can’t think of anyone in
the cleanup division who wouldn’t already know this – can you Will?  I never took the remediation course, so don’t know
about that one. 
 
 
 


From: Robert Cleary [mailto:robert@princeton-groundwater.ccsend.com] On Behalf Of Robert Cleary
Sent: Thursday, May 29, 2014 3:55 PM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Subject: Princeton Courses: Pollution & Hydrology-July 21-25-San Fran; Remed: Oct. 27-31-Miami
 


Having trouble viewing this email? http://tinyurl.com/m6smmsz


You are receiving this email from Princeton Groundwater because you took one of our courses or have a
professional interest in groundwater training courses. TO SEE PICTURES, ENABLE "SHOW IMAGES AND ENABLE
LINKS." Please add robert_cleary@princeton-groundwater.com to your address book so our occasional email notices
end up in your inbox
 
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.


HTML


Robert W. Cleary, John A. Cherry, Michael C. Kavanaugh, Bernard H. Kueper,
Murray D. Einarson, David Kaminski, Douglas G. Larson and Richard Rago


 


Course Date & Location:


July 21-25, 2014 San Francisco, CA


Course Description:


The course is the only one-week course being offered in the U.S. or Europe which
comprehensively covers all aspects of groundwater pollution and hydrology from
theory to practice. The instructors are recognized as among the top leading
experts and teachers in the field and collectively have over 150 years of practical
experience. The course is the established standard among groundwater training
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courses and for this reason has consistently had the largest attendance of all
courses offered anywhere in groundwater.


Over 1,200 pages of lecture notes have been written specifically for this course.
Practical aspects are particularly emphasized through the study of illustrative case
histories of groundwater contamination and remediation developed by Geosyntec
Consultants and other leading consulting companies. Based on the results of
several hundred projects, these lectures stress a practical approach to cleanup 
which is acclaimed by industry and regulators alike.


One of the most widespread and difficult problems in groundwater contamination
and remediation today is dense non-aqueous phase liquids (DNAPLs). Dr. John
Cherry is the co-editor and co-author of several chapters in the premier book on
the subject: "Dense Chlorinated Solvents and Other DNAPLs in Groundwater." He
is recognized as one of the leading experts in the world in the area of applied
research on assessment and remediation of DNAPLs and is the Director of the
University Consortium for Field-Focused Groundwater Contamination Research,
established in 1988. Dr. Cherry will present the basic concepts underlying the
occurrence, behavior and movement of DNAPLs in sedimentary deposits, clays
and fractured rocks.


The course will also cover the latest theory and applications of ASTM's RBCA
(Risk Based Corrective Action), including Monitored Natural Attenuation and Tiers
1, 2 and 3 in assessing groundwater contamination and establishing cleanup
criteria.


Over 1000 slides are shown throughout the entire course. Among groundwater
professionals, the Princeton Course is considered a must course of outstanding
educational value.


Course Topics:


Overview and Introduction to Groundwater Pollution and Hydrology
Principles and fundamental Concepts of Groundwater Flow, Contamination,
fate and transport and natural attenuation
Groundwater Monitoring and Sampling Technology
Remediation Strategies for RCRA, Superfund and Brownfield Sites
Illustrative Case Histories of Groundwater Contamination, Cleanup and
Management Costs and Aquifer Restoration Alternatives, including
Monitored Natural Attenuation, Bioremediation and Permeable Reactive
Barriers
Occurrence, Movement and Implications of DNAPL’s and LNAPL’s with
Respect to Site Monitoring and Remediation in Sedimentary Deposits, Clay
Aquitards and Fractured Hard Rock
Wellhead Protection under the Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments
Introduction to Mathematical Modeling in Groundwater Pollution and
Hydrology: Emphasis on Practical Applications (using MODFLOW, MT3D)
Determining Aquifer Parameters from Pumping & Slug Test Methods as
well as Borehole Flow Meters. "Pumping Tests" in the vadose zone to
determine the Radius Of Influence for Soil Vapor Extraction Remediation
Fundamental Concepts and Theory of Water and Chemical Movement in
the Unsaturated Zone; Laboratory Methods and Field Equipment to
Characterize Soils and Sample Water/Gases in the Vadose Zone
Field Data Collection Techniques (water, soil, vapor) and High Resolution,
3D Site Characterization Methods, including Direct Push Methods, MIP and
High Resolution K techniques (HPT, CPT)


Who Should Attend?


Groundwater Hydrologists
Geologists


State/Federal Regulators
Project Managers


DFN


-------------------
Click on a name below to see an


instructor's biography


Robert W. Cleary
Princeton Groundwater, Inc.
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Engineers
Chemists
Environmental Scientists


Compliance Program Managers
Technical Experts


Course Fee: US$1,595


Course fees cover all course materials and refreshments breaks.


Course Registration:


Early registration is strongly advised for this popular course. Enrollment is limited
and applications will be accepted in the order they are received. To enroll today,
click here, or call (813) 964-0800. Please make checks payable to Princeton
Groundwater, Inc. The full fee is due two weeks before the first day of class unless
prior arrangements for invoicing have been made. This fee will be fully refunded if
cancellation is received 2 weeks before the course, thereafter 50% of the fee will
be refunded. Substitutions may always be made.


Course Materials and Continuing Education Units


Students will receive over 1,200 pages of lecture notes in an attractive binder. In
addition, they will be given a certificate of satisfactory completion and qualify to
receive 3.5 Continuing Education Units (CEUs). A record is kept of these units and
transcripts may be requested at a later date.


The preceding message was sent to you as a service by Princeton Groundwater Inc. If you do not wish to
receive future editions of this training news, please email remove@princetongroundwater.com 


  


John A. Cherry
University of Guelph


Michael C. Kavanaugh
Geosyntec Consultants


Bernard H. Kueper
Department of Civil Engineering


Queen's University


David Kaminski
QED Environmental


Systems


Douglas G. Larson
Geosyntec Consultants


 


 


----------------------


Register at:


PRINCETON GROUNDWATER, Inc.


P.O. Box 273776
Tampa, FL 33688-3776


Phone: (813) 964-0800
Fax: (813) 925-4353


E-mail:
info@Princeton-Groundwater.com


Join us on Facebook 


Course Date & Location:


October 27-31, 2014  Miami, FL


Course Description


Princeton Groundwater's Remediation Course is the most comprehensive course
on remediation available. Every aspect of remediation is covered from three-
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dimensional hydrogeochemical characterization, through practical details of all
remediation technologies, to computer-simulated remedial alternatives such as
Natural Attenuation, Pump & Treat, Funnel & Gate, Interceptor Trenches and
complete Hydraulic Containment using barriers and capping. All aspects of Indoor
Air Vapor Intrusion are also covered. The course also covers many essential topics
which are not found in any other courses or books. The course, however,
assumes some technical background and experience in contamination
problems. Those who have taken Princeton Groundwater's The Groundwater
Pollution and Hydrology Course (see course above) should be well prepared
as this course is the next step.


The objective of this course is to teach remediation from the key methodologies to
collect hydrogeochemical data, through selecting and designing remediation
systems based on geological and biological effects and air/water carriers. In
addition, students may participate in an optional session Friday afternoon using
computers to hands-on simulate remediation hydrology, groundwater pathways,
capture zones, mass transport, natural attenuation, and alternative remediation
designs.


Course Topics


Fundamental and Advanced Concepts of Remediation Hydrogeology
Fundamental and Advanced Concepts of Fate and Transport
Field Methods to Determine Remediation Design Hydraulic Parameters
DNAPL and LNAPL Source Zones and Dissolved Plumes
Fate and Transport and Enhanced Natural Attenuation for Remediation of
MTBE (In Situ and Ex Situ).
Flux-Based (Mass Discharge rates) Corrective Action and Remediation Vs.
Risk-Based Correction Action (RBCA) Based on Monitoring Well
Concentrations
The Remedial Investigation (RI)/Feasibility Study (FS) Process
Advanced, High Resolution, 3D Site Characterization Field Methods
2D vs. 3D Capture Zones of Contaminant Plumes
Strategic Approach to Cost Effective Remedial Design
Bioremediation: Pathways, Stoichiometry, Kinetics, Engineering Design for
In-Situ Applications, Limitations and Natural Attenuation
Remediation and Control Using "Water As A Carrier": The Proper Use of
Pump and Treat Systems
Monitored Natural Attenuation: Limitations And Applications In Remediation
Remediation Using "Air As A Carrier": Vapor Extraction Systems, Vacuum
Enhanced Systems, Air Sparging Remediation Designs
Ex-Situ Treatment Technologies
Principles of Advanced Remediation Systems: Fracturing, Reactive Walls,
Waterloo’s Funnel and Gate, Reactive Zones, and Enhancements To The
Basic Carrier Remediation Designs.
DNAPL Migration in Heterogeneous Deposits, and Fractured Hard Rock
Practical Design and Operation of Soil Vapor Extraction and Air Sparging
Pilot Studies
Permeable Treatment Walls and In Situ Chemical Oxidation
Use of Water Flooding, Alcohol Flooding and Thermal Technologies for
NAPL Removal
Use of Thermal Technologies for NAPL Removal


Indoor Air Vapor Intrusion: Concepts, Practices and Mitigation
Remediation Applications of the U.S.G.S.’s MODFLOW using
Schlumberger Water Services’ Visual MODFLOW Pro
Friday Afternoon is an Optional Bonus Session (12:00 to 5:30 P.M.)


Orica-EXSitu


---------------------
Click on a name below to see an


instructor's biography


Robert W. Cleary
Princeton Groundwater, Inc.


Michael C. Kavanaugh
Geosyntec Consultants


Bernard H. Kueper
Department of Civil Engineering


Queen's University


Murray D. Einarson
Haley & Aldrich, Inc.


Douglas G. Larson
Geosyntec Consultants


Richard Rago
Haley & Aldrich, Inc


.-------------------
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Hands-On Computer Modeling in Remediation Engineering
Hands-on Computer Simulation Exercises of Exposure Pathways,
Capture Zones, Natural Attenuation, Remediation scenarios such as
Pump & Treat, Trenches and Capping using BIOSCREEN-AT and
Schlumberger Water Services' Visual MODFLOW
Please scroll down to see more details on the bonus 5.5-Hour
Modeling Mini-Course.


Who Should Attend?


Remediation Experts
Groundwater Hydrologists
Geologists
Engineers
Chemists


Environmental Scientists
State/Federal Regulators
Project Managers
Compliance Program Managers
Industrial Site Owners


Course Fee: US$1,595


Course fees cover all course materials and refreshments breaks.


Course Registration:


Early registration is strongly advised for this popular course. Enrollment is limited
and applications will be accepted in the order they are received. To enroll today,
click here, or call (813) 964-0800. Please make checks payable to Princeton
Groundwater, Inc. The full fee is due two weeks before the first day of class unless
prior arrangements for invoicing have been made. This fee will be fully refunded if
cancellation is received 2 weeks before the course, thereafter 50% of the fee will
be refunded or the entire fee applied to a future course. Substitutions may always
be made.


Course Materials and Continuing Education Units


Students will receive over 1,200 pages of lecture notes in an attractive binder. In
addition, they will be given a certificate of satisfactory completion and qualify to
receive 4.1 Continuing Education Units (CEUs). A record is kept of these units and
transcripts may be requested at a later date.


BONUS COURSE:


5.5-hr. Optional Hands-on Computer Modeling of Contamination and
Remediation Engineering and Design


FRIDAY (12:00-5:30 PM)


The remediation course formally ends at 11:30 am on Friday. Friday afternoon is
an optional bonus session for those interested in an introduction to hands-on
computer modeling of contamination and remediation engineering using the well
known Numerical and Analytical software packages:


Schlumberger Water Services' Visual MODFLOW
Bioscreen-AT (S.S. Papadopulos & Assoc, Inc., US EPA and US Air Force)


Register at:


PRINCETON GROUNDWATER, Inc.


P.O. Box 273776
Tampa, FL 33688-3776


Phone: (813) 964-0800
Fax: (813) 925-4353


E-mail:
info@Princeton-Groundwater.com
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NO PREVIOUS MODELING EXPERIENCE NECESSARY


Friday Afternoon Course Schedule:


12:15-1:45 Applied Remediation Modeling Lecture. (Cleary)


1:45-2:15
Overviews of the Bioscreen-AT (Analytical Model) and
MODFLOW (Numerical Models) Hands-On Computer
Modeling Exercises. (Cleary)


2:15-5:30 Hands-On Computer Modeling Exercises in
Remediation Engineering


 


1. BIOSCREEN-AT (The Corrected
Version of EPA's Analytical
Transport Model). Using it as a
screening tool in a risk-based
cleanup example.


2. Drumco: Hands-on Computer Simulation
Exercise in Remediation Modeling Using
Schlumberger's Numerical Flow Model, Visual
Modflow, to simulate various methods of
capturing or containing a PCE dissolved phase
plume (Pump & Treat, Barrier Walls/Capping and
an Interceptor Trench)


 


OPTIONAL COURSE ENDS AT 5:30 P.M.


Bonus9
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Crude-By-Rail Safety Legislation May Be Needed, Rockefeller Says


Posted September 10, 2014, 3:34 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Legislation may be necessary to address shortcomings in the Transportation Department's crude-by-
rail safety rule, according to Sen. Jay Rockefeller (D-W.Va.) and other senior lawmakers.


“There was nothing substantive,” Rockefeller, chairman of the Senate Commerce, Science and
Transportation Committee, said in an interview Sept. 10. “There was nothing about rules or regulations at
all.”


Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.), the former chairman of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, also said the proposed rule has “some gaps.”


“If it's not changed through the rest of the process, it may be necessary to have federal legislation,”
Wyden told reporters.


Wyden said that he is specifically concerned that the rule does not address the flammability of oil
being shipped into Oregon from Canada.


The proposed rule released by the department in July to address a spate of fiery crashes involving
trains carrying crude oil from the Bakken formation and other regions, would require thousands of updated
tank cars and impose speed and braking requirements.


Testimony of Former EPA Official Holmstead Barred by District Court


Posted September 10, 2014, 1:09 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


A federal district court has barred former Environmental Protection Agency air official Jeffrey
Holmstead from testifying on behalf of a power company that is challenging an agency enforcement
action.


The U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri, in an order signed yesterday by Judge
Rodney W. Sippel, granted a Justice Department request to disqualify Holmstead from serving as an
expert witness. Holmstead was an EPA assistant administrator for air and radiation in the administration of
former President George W. Bush.


Ameren Missouri, which is challenging an EPA enforcement action related to the modification of two


From: BNA Highlights
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Sep 10 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report - Afternoon Briefing
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 3:41:13 PM


Manage your email subscriptions


Email not displaying correctly? View publication in your browser.


     
Daily Environment Report


 
The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be
copyrighted and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have any questions or no longer wish to receive these
messages, please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-566-2370. 



mailto:anatter@bna.com

mailto:pambrosio@bna.com

http://www.bloomberglaw.com/public/document/United_States_of_America_v_Ameren_Missouri_Docket_No_411cv00077_E/7

mailto:bhighlig@bna.com

mailto:Smith.TimR@epa.gov

http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup

http://news.bna.com/deln

mailto:clayman.shari@epa.gov





coal-fired electricity generating units at the company's Rush Island Plant, sought to use Holmstead as an
expert witness to testify that the methodology used by the EPA to analyze that plant's emissions isn't
consistent with the agency's new source review regulations.


The DOJ argued that Holmstead, who is now a partner at Bracewell & Giuliani LLP, should be barred
from testifying on behalf of Ameren due to “multiple conflicts of interest” stemming from his time working
for the agency. Holmstead's testimony would have relied on “privileged and confidential” information
obtained during his time working for the EPA, the department argued.


House Package on Keystone Pipeline, Power Plant Rules Headed to Floor


Posted September 10, 2014, 2:42 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


A bundle of energy and environmental bills including measures to speed approval of the Keystone XL
pipeline and to block power plant greenhouse gas emissions limits will be on the House floor next week,
House members and aides told Bloomberg BNA.


The strategy, announced by House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) last week, combines
more than a dozen already passed House measures including one approved by the chamber in March
targeting the Environmental Protection Agency's power plant carbon limits. House Energy and Commerce
Committee Chairman Fred Upton (R-Mich.) told Bloomberg BNA he expects the package, which must still
be formally introduced, to hit the floor next week.


The House Rules Committee, the final stop for bills headed to the floor, will take up the energy
package either Sept. 16 or Sept. 17, clearing the way for a House vote a day or two later, according to a
committee aide.


Durbin Urges OMB to Increase Renewable Fuel Requirements


Posted September 10, 2014, 2:04 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The White House Office of Management and Budget should increase renewable fuel requirements
before it finalizes the Environmental Protection Agency's renewable fuel standard for 2014, Sen. Dick
Durbin (D-Ill.) wrote in a letter to the agency released today.


“The Administration's initial proposal was a significant step backward—undermining the goal of
increasing biofuels production as a domestic alternative,” Durbin, the Senate's No. 2 Democrat, wrote.


Failure to increase the proposed volumes could permanently harm domestic investment in the U.S.
biofuels industry, Durbin said.


The EPA sent its final rule to the OMB for interagency review Aug. 22. That is typically the last step
before the rule is published in the Federal Register.


The EPA proposed the rule in November 2013. As proposed, the standards would require petroleum
refiners and importers to blend 15.21 billion gallons of renewable fuels into their products, which is down
from the 18.15 billion gallons required by the Energy Independence and Security Act.


Funding Measure Would Allow Ex-Im to Continue Coal Financing


Posted September 10, 2014, 1:59 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The stopgap funding measure to be voted on by the House tomorrow would continue to allow the
Export-Import bank to finance overseas coal projects, according to environmental groups.


The measure would continue to override Obama administration guidance to limit the bank from
financing the coal projects.


The continuing resolution, H.J. Res. 124, carries over a rider backed by Appropriations Committee
Chairman Hal Rogers (R-Ky.) that put guidelines issued as part of the Obama administration climate action
plan on hold until the continuing resolution expires Dec. 11, Andrew Linhardt, a Sierra Club official, told
Bloomberg BNA.


“We look forward to the fight again in December,” he said.
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The Export-Import bank is considering financing a 3,960 megawatt coal-fired power plant with an
integrated coal mine called the Ultra Mega Power Project in Tilaiya, India, according to online records.


Water Utilities to Generate $524 Billion in Revenue Over Next Decade


Posted September 10, 2014, 11:14 A.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


Thirty of the nation's top wastewater and drinking water utilities plan to invest an average of $23
billion per year over the next decade, resulting in $524 billion in revenue and 289,000 jobs, according to a
new report released today.


Sixty percent of the $23 billion that will be spent per year between 2013 and 2023 will be used for
operations and maintenance, while 40 percent will be devoted to capital infrastructure investments,
according to the report by the nonprofits Water Research Foundation and the Water Environment Research
Foundation.


The National Economic and Labor Impacts of the Water Utility Sector report studied the capital and
operating costs of 30 utilities that provide water, wastewater and stormwater services to 83 million people
across the country.


Montreal Protocol Success Could Be Applied to Climate Change: UN Report


Posted September 10, 2014, 2:22 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The successes of the Montreal Protocol on reducing emissions of substances that deplete the ozone
layer could be leveraged to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases, the United Nations Environment
Program and the World Meteorological Organization said in a report released today.


The Montreal Protocol could be a vehicle to replace hydrofluorocarbons that have large global warming
potentials with compounds that have less effect on climate change, the report said.


The ozone layer is expected to return to 1980 levels in the Arctic and mid-latitudes by the middle of
the century because of emissions reductions mandated by the Montreal Protocol, according to the report,
“Assessment for Decision-Makers: Scientific Assessment of Ozone Depletion: 2014.”


However, the spring ozone hole above the Antarctic will persist through most of the century as a result
of ozone-depleting substances that already have accumulated in the atmosphere.


The continued success of the Montreal Protocol largely will depend on steps taken to reduce
atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide, three long-lived greenhouse
gases.


The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer already has contributed to
reductions in global greenhouse gas emissions, the report said. Ozone-depleting substances contributed 10
gigatonnes of carbon dioxide-equivalent emissions of greenhouse gases in 1987. Those emissions have
been reduced by more than 90 percent as part of the reductions required by the protocol. That reduction
was larger than the annual emissions reduction stipulated by the Kyoto Protocol, the report said.


DOE Approves Cameron, Carib Energy LNG Exports


Posted September 10, 2014, 3:06 P.M. ET


By Lynn Garner


The Department of Energy said it has issued the final authorization to Cameron LNG, LLC and Carib
Energy LLC to export domestically produced liquefied natural gas (LNG) to countries that do not have a
free trade agreement with the U.S.


The Cameron LNG Terminal in Cameron Parish, La., is authorized to export LNG up to the equivalent of
1.7 billion cubic feet per day (Bcf/d) of natural gas for a period of 20 years.


Carib is authorized to export LNG up to the equivalent of 0.04 Bcf/d of natural gas for a period of 20
years from the proposed liquefaction facility in Martin County, Fla., using approved ISO LNG
containers.


Following the recent announcement of the procedural change, DOE evaluated the Carib and Cameron
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applications after they completed the environmental review required by the National Environmental Policy
Act.


Safety Board Hasn't Met IG Request, Nominees Still on Hold


Posted September 10, 2014, 3:19 P.M. ET


By Robert Iafolla


The Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board still hasn't turned over all of the documents
sought by government oversight investigators despite repeated requests and congressional pressure, the
Environmental Protection Agency's Inspector General testified on Capitol Hill today.


The Chemical Safety Board's failure to provide the documents apparently keeps two pending CSB
nominees from getting a confirmation vote. Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Okla.) has been blocking Senate
consideration of the nominees until the CSB fully complies with the document request from the EPA's
Office of Inspector General, meaning the agency's board will continue to operate with just two confirmed
members and three open seats for the foreseeable future.


Although documents sought by the OIG remain outstanding, evidence gathered so far shows that CSB
Chairman Rafael Moure-Eraso and other senior agency officials have used nongovernmental e-mail
accounts to conduct official CSB business on significant issues, Inspector General Arthur A. Elkins Jr. told
the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.


European Commission Names Officials to Steer Climate, Environment


Posted September 10, 2014, 3:00 P.M. ET


By Stephen Gardner


The European Union's climate and environment policy through 2019 will be overseen by a former
Spanish agriculture minister and a former Maltese tourism minister, according to a plan published by the
European Commission today.


The former Spanish minister, Miguel Arias Canete, will head the commission's climate action
department that is currently headed by climate action commissioner Connie Hedegaard.


Malta's Karmenu Vella will take over from Slovenia's Janez Potocnik in charge of environment
policy.


In a break from the current commission structure, in which climate and energy policy are handled
separately, Canete will also be given responsibility for the commission's energy department, according to
the commission plan.


Vella will also oversee a combined department including fisheries and maritime affairs alongside
environment policy.


The European Commission is the EU's executive arm, responsible for proposing EU legislation and for
monitoring its implementation by the bloc's 28 member states.


The European Parliament must approve the commissioners-designate before they take office.
Assuming approval is secured, the new commissioners will take over their departments in November.


Sustainability Analysis Methods Described in Academies Report


Posted September 10, 2014, 2:35 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


The National Academies released today a report offering the Environmental Protection Agency advice
on analytic methods it can use to assess sustainability.


The EPA should leverage the sustainability experience of leading companies to strengthen its decision
making and to incorporate performance measures to evaluate its performance.


The National Academies report, “Sustainability Concepts in Decision-Making Tools and Approaches for
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,” lists more than a dozen analytic tools and methods available
for the agency's sustainability analyses.


North Carolina Coal Ash Bill to Become Law Despite Governor's Concerns
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Posted September 10, 2014, 12:47 P.M. ET


By Andrew M. Ballard


North Carolina Gov. Pat McCrory (R) said he will let a pending coal ash management bill (S.B. 729)
become law even though there are “major deficiencies that need to be corrected.”


The legislation would require Duke Energy to drain and close all of its 33 coal ash ponds in the state by
2030, with closures and cleanups prioritized based on risk.


In a statement yesterday, McCrory said that, although “there are great pieces to the legislation,” an
oversight panel it creates would encroach upon his executive authority. The governor also said he has
concerns about a lack of funding for the measure's requirements and the timing of a report on ash storage
locations that regulators and Duke Energy would have to submit.


Lawmakers approved S.B. 729 Aug. 20, the last day of the Legislature's 2014 session. It will become
law absent McCrory's signature Sept. 19.


West Virginia Releases Above-Ground Storage Tank Guidance


Posted September 10, 2014, 12:59 P.M. ET


By Bebe Raupe


The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection has issued an interpretive rule providing
guidance for above-ground storage tank owners.


Released Sept. 9, the rule governs initial inspection, certification and spill prevention response plan
requirements under W. VA. Code sections 22-30-6 and 22-30-9, enacted after a chemical leak from an
above-ground storage tank forced the cutoff of drinking water supplies for 300,000 West Virginians .


Under legislation passed in response to the accident (S.B. 373), all aboveground storage tanks must
be registered with the state by Oct. 1; those within “zones of critical concern” must be professionally
inspected and certified by Jan. 1, 2015.


This rule establishes a risk assessment approach to inspecting aboveground storage tanks and eases
compliance with the Jan. 1 deadline, Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin (D) said in a statement, calling the rule's
development “truly a team process” among state officials, industry representatives and concerned citizens.
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New Federal UST
regulations soon?


Classes &
Events


View all >


November 2014
Washington Class A/B
UST Operator Training
Longview, WA
November 12, 2014
Private Class (Want your
own? Contact us for a quote)


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
George Fox University,
12753 SW 68th Avenue
Portland OR 97223-8305
November 13, 2014, 8 AM –
3 PM
Register now


Oregon/Washington Class
A/B UST Operator Training
Hermiston Conference
Center
415 S Hwy 395
Hermiston, OR 97838
November 14, 2014, 8 AM –
3 PM
Register now


December 2014


NISTM New England
UST/AST Conference
Worcester, MA
December 4, 2014
Register now
Ben will lead a session
on UST operator
training and have a


Email Your Answer


Register Now
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We’re starting to hear more definitive chatter from
our sources that the proposed Federal UST rule
revisions will be adopted in late 2014 or early
2015.


These changes formally adopt the provisions of
the 2005 Energy Policy Act (operator training,
interstitial mandate, red tags etc.) plus adds a
number of critical, missing, and/or overdue actions
such as spill bucket inspections, sump testing,
monthly walk through inspection and more.


Spotlight: LUSTLINE
Bulletin
This month’s spotlight shines on the most
venerable and reliable UST journal LUSTLine,
published by NEIWPCC, the New England


booth there. Stop by!


January 2015


Guam Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Guam Hilton,
Tamuning, Guam
Tentatively three days
the week of January
19-23, 2015
Registration soon!


Automatic Tank
Gauges for Operators
Sometime in January
Private class


May 2015


UST Boot Camp
Great for UST
inspectors and
compliance officers
May 12-15, 2015
Saukville, WI
Seating is limited!


Training by the
Steel Tank Institute


Keep Reading


Register Now


Register Now
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Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission. 


LUSTLine is published quarterly and offers very
helpful, timely and relevant articles about
preventing and cleaning up leaking UST sites.


If you haven’t already done so, we strongly
suggest you subscribe to LUSTLine
and/or download the current edition.


WA/OR Class A/B
Live Courses
Coming in November
It’ll be a busy week for us in Mid-November as we
provide three live Class A/B courses in the Pacific
Northwest. Sign up today and tell your friends.


Follow links for dates,
locations and pricing


2014 STI SP001
Aboveground Tank
System Inspector
Training


STI Cathodic
Protection Testing
Classes


Keep Reading
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Washington Class A/B UST Operator Training
Longview, WA
November 12, 2014
Private Class (Want your own? Contact us for a
quote)


Oregon Class A/B UST Operator Training
George Fox University, 12753 SW 68th Avenue
Portland OR 97223-8305
November 13, 2014, 8 AM – 3 PM
Register now


Oregon / Washington Class A/B UST Operator
Training
Hermiston Conference Center
415 S Hwy 395
Hermiston, OR OR 97838
November 14, 2014, 8 AM – 3 PM
Register now


Hawai’i Class C
Refresher is coming


Register Now
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due soon
Aloha to our Hawai’i Class C UST operators.
We’re starting to get calls about the annual
refresher requirements by the HI DOH so we know
word is starting to get out.


Any questions about refresher requirements just
give us a shout. We’re Pacific Time you should be
able to catch a live person most days. Call 866-
301-8265 or email us.


Class A/B operators must refresh every five years
so you ABs out there have some time.


Search our News
page for great
information
If you’re new to UST Training you might not know
it but we have a ton of great news post on
our News Page. Check it out.


There’s dozens of articles on UST equipment,
training ideas and strategies, enforcement cases,
new rules and more.


Just browse the topics in order or use the search
bar. It’s free!


Keep Reading
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News from the PEI
Trade Show
This year’s trade show of petroleum equipment at
the Las Vegas Convention Center was the typical
smorgasbord of everything you could ever imagine
being associated with USTs: tanks, pipes, fittings,
sumps, flanges, monitors, pumps, sumps, nozzles,
connectors, leak detectors, liners, the works.


If you’ve never been to a PEI/NACS Show, you
owe it to yourself to see it at least once.


Keep Reading


Keep Reading
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Even a small gas
station spill can
cause significant
health risks, says
new US study
Interesting new study about why it’s important to
respond quickly to small spills at gas stations.


This report claims 1500 liters or almost 400
gallons are spilled at a typical gas station ever
decade. (courtesy of PetrolPlaza)


Keep Reading
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Another take on
recent ethanol UST
studies
Here is another article about USTs and ethanol
about a “test to better understand the corrosion
caused by bacteria in a vapor-filled, enclosed
environment.”


Courtesy of the American Society of Civil
Engineers: Researchers Develop New Corrosion
Test
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News Headline: BIOFUELS: Ag senators sympathetic to industry concerns about EPA proposal | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Environment & Energy Daily
News Text: Biofuels industry representatives opposed to U.S. EPA's recent proposal to lower the
renewable fuel standard found sympathetic ears yesterday among agriculture senators.
 
At a hearing of the Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee, senators said they shared
the concerns of the advanced biofuels industry that the proposal has stymied investment and lent
credence to oil industry critics.
 
"We're going to send all the testimony over to EPA," Senate Agriculture Chairwoman Debbie
Stabenow (D-Mich.) said at the end of the hearing.
 
EPA in November proposed the first-ever rollback of the renewable fuel standard, a 16 percent
reduction in total biofuels compared with the levels set out in the 2007 Energy Independence and
Security Act. The agency cited limits to the amount of ethanol that can be used in gasoline and a
slower-than-anticipated ramp-up of advanced biofuels (E&ENews PM, Nov. 15, 2013).
 
EPA says it is trying to put the renewable fuel mandate on a "manageable trajectory," but industry
representatives said the proposal makes it more difficult to find funding for next-generation fuel
projects or those that aren't corn ethanol.
 
"This really would put biofuels in a downward movement, and this really would slow down or stop
the positive impact that it has had on agriculture and the energy crisis," testified DuPont Global
Business Director for Biorefineries Jan Koninckx, whose company is building a next-generation
ethanol plant in Iowa.
 
They also told senators not to buy into oil industry concerns that there is a "blend wall," or a
technical limit to the amount of ethanol that can be used in gasoline.
 
Oil industry trade groups say the blend wall drove up prices last year for the ethanol credits that are
used to show compliance with the renewable fuel standard. In its proposal, EPA also said there was a
blend wall hampering greater use of biofuels in the market.
 
"The program was working as designed last year, and if EPA sees that and reacts to it and decides
that it's going to make changes ... investors are going to see that, and they're going to run away from
the industry," said Brooke Coleman, executive director. "And that's really the situation we face."
 
Industry representatives urged their Senate supporters to use their oversight authority to encourage
EPA to maintain a robust RFS, as well as reject any legislative changes to the policy.
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Agriculture senators, many of whom are from ethanol states and have met personally with EPA
Administrator Gina McCarthy to complain about the RFS proposal, seemed eager to get past the
roadblocks.
 
"Ethanol, biodiesel and other advanced biofuels offer the United States great opportunity," Sen.
Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) said in a statement after the hearing. "Homegrown biofuels have been a
catalyst for economic development in rural America. That's why it's so frustrating that the EPA is
taking actions that are scaring off future investments in this promising industry."
 
But Sen. Heidi Heitkamp (D-N.D.), who hosted McCarthy in her state recently to boost both the coal
and renewable fuels industries, said she worries that the industry is facing serious infrastructure
challenges getting product to the market.
 
She sought to find the "next generation" not only of fuels but of policy strategies to get more
biofuels into gasoline and diesel.
 
"As we move forward, I think the real challenge is not only a regulatory challenge but it's also a
public policy challenge. I don't know what would happen if you put renewable fuel standards to a
vote today in the United States House," Heitkamp said. "We'd like to think we'd maintain it and be
able to present those arguments, but it may not be factual. I think it's really important to start
talking about what's the next generation of incentives."
 
A large coalition of members of Congress from oil and livestock states has called for reform or repeal
of the standard.
 
EPA is expected to come out with its final proposal for 2014 in June. The Obama administration has
hinted that the numbers may be different because of recent increased estimates of gasoline
demand.
 
 
Return to Top








View Recent Articles By:
Agencies
States
Courts
International
   Organizations
Federal Statutes
Cases Reported


Key Features:
Special Reports
Regulatory Agenda
Congressional Calendar
Comment Deadlines
PDF Archives


From: BNA Highlights
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Sep. 11 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 11:02:33 PM


Manage your email subscriptions
Email not displaying correctly? View publication in your browser.


     
Daily Environment Report


 Latest News   BNA Insights   PDF Issue Search Full Publication  


Thursday, September 11, 2014 · Number 176 


The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you
by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted
and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have
any questions or no longer wish to receive these messages,
please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-
566-2370.


NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA Proposal Aims to Clarify Federal
Ambient Air Monitoring Requirements
The Environmental Protection Agency is proposing to clarify
existing requirements for agencies that conduct ambient air
monitoring for ozone, particulate matter and other criteria
pollutants....


Air Pollution
Former EPA Official Holmstead Barred
From Testifying in Power Plant Case
A federal district court has barred former Environmental
Protection Agency air official Jeffrey Holmstead from testifying on
behalf of a power company that is challenging an agency
enforcement action (United States v. Ameren Missouri,...


Air Pollution
Health of Vulnerable Groups Would Benefit
From Power Plant Rule, EPA Air Official Says
The Environmental Protection Agency's proposed rule (RIN 2060-
AR33) to regulate carbon dioxide emissions from existing power
plants would result in "significant health improvements" for
vulnerable populations, including...


Chemicals
Taiwan Notifies WTO of New Chemical
Registration System; Asks for Feedback
International feedback and opinions on the draft of Taiwan's new
registration system for chemical substances should be filed by the
end of October, the nation's Environmental Protection
Administration (TEPA) said Sept. 10....
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Chemicals
West Virginia Environment Unit Issues
Above-Ground Storage Tank Guidance
The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection has
issued an interpretive rule providing guidance for above-ground
storage tank owners....


Climate Regulation
California Can Comply with EPA's Proposed
GHG Rule; Must Complement State's Policies
California's current mix of climate and energy programs will
achieve the greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets in the
Environmental Protection Agency's proposed Clean Power Plan
rule, state officials said....


Climate Regulation
RGGI to Submit Comments Oct. 16 on EPA
Rules to Limit Carbon From Power Plants
The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) will submit
comments Oct. 16 on proposed rules to limit carbon dioxide
emissions from power plants the Environmental Protection Agency
issued as required under the Obama administration's...


Congress
House Committee Finds Interior Ethics Review Issues
The Interior Department's ethics program doesn't review quickly
enough financial disclosure forms that are key to identifying
potential conflicts of interest for department operations, the
House Committee on Natural Resources...


Energy
Durbin Urges Administration to Increase
Renewable Fuel Standard Before Issuing Rule
The Obama administration should increase renewable fuel
requirements before it finalizes the Environmental Protection
Agency's renewable fuel standard for 2014, Sen. Dick Durbin (D-
Ill.) wrote in a letter released Sept. 10....


Energy
House to Take Up Keystone Pipeline,
Power Plant Carbon Package Next Week
A bundle of energy and environmental bills that would speed
approval of the Keystone XL pipeline and block power plant
greenhouse gas emissions limits will be on the House floor the
week of Sept. 15, House members and aides told Bloomberg
BNA...


Energy
Spending Measure Would Continue Rider
Barring Guidance on Ex-Im Coal Financing
The stopgap funding legislation scheduled to be voted on by the
House Sept. 17 would continue a policy provision that overrides
Obama administration guidance limiting the Export-Import Bank
from financing overseas coal-fired power projects,...


EPA
EPA to Begin Unwarranted Retention 
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Bonus Collection by April 2015, IG Says
The Environmental Protection Agency has agreed to begin
collecting unauthorized retention bonuses by April 2015 if
warranted, according to newly released documents from the
agency's Office of Inspector General. ...


EPA
Inspector General Says EPA Security Office
Has Impeded Probes, Withheld Information
The Environmental Protection Agency's Office of Homeland
Security continues to impede the work of its internal oversight
investigators, the agency's inspector general told lawmakers
Sept. 10. ...


General Policy
CSB Hasn't Complied With Watchdog Request,
Keeping Nominees From Confirmation Vote
The Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board still hasn't
turned over all of the documents sought by government oversight
investigators despite repeated requests and congressional
pressure, the Environmental Protection Agency's...


General Policy
European Commission Names Top Officials 
To Steer EU Climate, Environment Policy
The European Union's climate and environment policy through
2019 will be overseen by a former Spanish agriculture minister
and a former Maltese tourism minister, according to a plan
published by the European Commission Sept. 10....


Great Lakes
U.S., Canadian Authorities Working
On Lake Erie Algae Issues, EPA Official Says
U.S. and Canadian officials are working under the Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement to meet a 2018 deadline for
establishing domestic action plans for dealing with harmful algae
blooms, but "there's a lot of work already going on,"...


Hazmat Transport
Rockefeller, Wyden Say Crude-by-Rail
Safety Legislation May Be Necessary
Legislation may be needed to address shortcomings in the
Transportation Department's crude-by-rail safety rule, according
to Sen. Jay Rockefeller (D-W.Va.) and other senior lawmakers. ...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Colorado Groups Appeal Decision
Striking Down Longmont Fracking Ban
A coalition of environmental groups has appealed a court ruling
striking down Longmont, Colo.’s voter-approved ban on hydraulic
fracturing (Colorado Oil and Gas Ass'n v. Longmont, Colo. Ct.
App., docket number not available,...


Oil & Gas
DOE Approves Cameron, Carib Energy
Projects to Export LNG to Non-FTA Countries
The Department of Energy issued final approvals to Cameron LNG
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LLC and Carib Energy LLC to export domestically produced
liquefied natural gas to countries that do not have a free trade
agreement with the U.S....


Oil Spills
Petroleum Group Meets with OMB
On Products Used in Oil Spill Cleanups
A leading petroleum industry group told the White House Office of
Management and Budget dispersants play a critical role in
responding to oil spills as the Environmental Protection Agency
considers modifying what substances can be used in...


Ozone Depletion
Montreal Protocol Successes Could Be
Applied to Climate Change, UN Report Says
The successes of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that
Deplete the Ozone Layer could be leveraged to reduce emissions
of greenhouse gases, the United Nations Environment Program
and the World Meteorological Organization said in a report....


Pesticides
IARC to Assess Carcinogenicity of Certain Pesticides
The International Agency for Research on Cancer recently
announced it will convene a panel to discuss the carcinogenicity
of certain organochlorine insecticides and chlorphenoxy herbicides
June 2-9, 2015. IARC didn't name the specific...


Pesticides
Solutions to Herbicide Resistance Must
Account for Human Element, Scientists Say
New solutions are needed to address the alarming rise in weeds
resistant to herbicides because this problem has grown too
widespread and complex for current management tactics,
agricultural scientists said at a conference on the topic Sept....


Renewable Energy
Fifth Circuit Backs Texas PUC, Says No
To Special Pricing for Exelon Wind Power
A recent decision by a federal appeals court will leave in place the
Public Utility Commission of Texas's policy on wind generators'
choice in pricing their power, the commission told Bloomberg BNA
Sept. 10 (Exelon Wind LLC v. Nelson,...


Renewable Energy
Google to Invest in California Solar Power Plant
Google Inc. agreed to provide $145 million in funding for an 82-
megawatt SunEdison Inc. solar power plant in southern
California, the latest renewable energy investment from the
technology company. SunEdison is building the Regulus project...


Renewable Energy
NFR Bioenergy to Invest $312 Million
To Construct Biorefineries in Louisiana
Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal (R) and NFR BioEnergy have
announced that NFR BioEnergy will make a $312 million capital
investment to install biorefineries at 11 sugar cane mills in south
Louisiana, subject to completing lease and biomass agreements...
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Risk Assessment
EPA Chemicals Office Must Improve Oversight
Of Assessors' Training, Inspector General Says
The Environmental Protection Agency's must improve its
oversight of the training risk assessors in its chemicals office
receive to ensure the quality of data used in their analyses, the
agency's Office of Inspector General said...


Solid Waste
North Carolina Coal Ash Bill to Become Law;
Governor Says Some Corrections Are Needed
North Carolina Gov. Pat McCrory (R) said he will let a pending
coal ash management bill (S.B. 729) become law even though
there are "major deficiencies that need to be corrected."...


Solid Waste
TVA Contractor Granted Derivative Immunity
In Worker's Lawsuit Over Coal Ash Cleanup
A private engineering company isn't liable for alleged injuries to
employees who were exposed to a coal ash spill at a power plant
because the company worked under a mandate from the federal
Tennessee Valley Authority and therefore received...


Sustainability
Academies Says EPA Needs System to Assess
Interconnected Aspects of Major Decisions
The Environmental Protection Agency should develop a strategy
to assess the interconnected environmental, social and economic
dimensions of every major decision it makes, the National
Academies said in a report issued Sept. 10....


Sustainability
Chemical Maker BASF to Base Portfolio,
Investment Choices on Sustainability
BASF SE is close to concluding a three-year review of its
sustainability, and the findings will influence acquisitions at the
world's largest chemical maker as well as mark changes to its
current business....


Trade
India Commerce Minister Confirms Plan 
To Drop Plan on Solar Antidumping Duties
India Commerce Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said that the
government dropped a proposal to impose antidumping duties on
solar imports from the U.S., China, Taiwan and Malaysia....


Water Infrastructure
Water Utilities Responsible for Generating
$524 Billion in Revenue Over Next Decade
Thirty of the nation's top public wastewater and drinking water
utilities collectively plan to invest an average of $23 billion each
year over the next decade, which will generate an estimated $524
billion and support 289,000 jobs, according...


Water Pollution
New TMDL Plan for Marina del Rey Harbor
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Cleared by California Water Resources Board
The California State Water Resources Control Board approved a
revised plan Sept. 9 to reduce the level of toxic pollutants in
Marina del Rey Harbor, a man-made harbor in Los Angeles
County....


Water Resources
As Drought Lingers, Texas Turns to Water 
Recycling, Conservation, Desalination
Texas water suppliers have ambitious plans for adding to their
systems, with drought as their goad, growing demand as the
context and a new state loan fund as the enticement. ...


Water Resources
New Water Storage Construction Expected
Under Bill to Streamline Reclamation Projects
Legislation expediting the permitting and planning process at the
Bureau of Reclamation would allow construction of new storage
that is badly needed in the drought-stricken West, witnesses told
a House Natural Resources subcommittee Sept....


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


SEPTEMBER 10 FEDERAL REGISTER


SEPTEMBER 11 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Gerber, Linda; Barolo, Mark
Subject: interesting article on methanol
Date: Tuesday, March 18, 2014 4:41:02 PM


Methanol Shows Promise as Vehicle Fuel But Lacks Infrastructure, Officials Say


Posted March 18, 2014, 4:11 P.M. ET


Methanol shows many benefits as a transportation fuel but needs to compete with a crowded
alternative fuels market, administration officials said at the 2014 Methanol Policy Forum.


It could take a decade to sell enough methanol fuel vehicles to make investment in the necessary
fueling infrastructure economical, Patrick Davis, director of the Energy Department's Vehicles
Technologies Office, said March 18.


“That's not unique to methanol,” he said. “That's unique to any fuel that's going to enter the
market, but nevertheless pretty important.”


Despite the promise, Davis said the Energy Department is doing very little research into methanol
as a vehicle fuel. However, the recent boom in natural gas production could revive interest in
methanol, he said. “With low domestic natural gas prices methanol could be produced at a price
that's advantageous,” Davis said. Natural gas can be used as a feedstock to efficiently produce
methanol.


Matthew Brusstar, deputy director of the Environmental Protection Agency's National Vehicle and
Fuel Emissions Laboratory, said the agency began researching methanol as a transportation fuel in
the 1980s, particularly for its ability to reduce emissions of ozone precursors. Low gasoline prices in
the 1990s and development of reformulated gasoline to reduce ground-level ozone limited the
appeal of methanol, he said.


Growing commercial acceptance of alternative fuels such as liquefied natural gas, electricity and
propane could revive interest in methanol as a fuel, Brusstar said. In 2012 the EPA and the United
Parcel Service collaborated on a dual-fuel diesel and methanol delivery truck that was capable of
meeting the agency's emissions standards while burning as much as 50 percent methanol. Brusstar
said the technology is very similar to diesel engines currently in use and could be rapidly
commercialized.
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Reflections from
EPA’s UST Director


Events
View all >


September


Oregon Class A/B
UST Operator
Training
George Fox University
Portland, OR
September 16, 2014,
8am-3pm


October 2014


PEI Show at NACS
Las Vegas, NV
October 7-10, 2014
Plan a meeting with
Ben Thomas at PEI


May 2015


UST Boot Camp
Great for UST
inspectors and
compliance officers


Email Your Answer


Register Now


Register Now
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on the 2005 Energy
Policy Act
"Four Score and 7 years ago... Oh, actually I mean
9 years ago today – President Bush signed the
Energy Policy Act of 2005 giving new authorities
and new mandates to the Underground Storage
Tanks program.  What a rollercoaster ride the past
9 years have been!"


UST Training Can
Be Fun, Honest!
In 1986 I got a job inspecting tank removals in
Vermont. Federal tank regulations were still a few
years away so it was a very frontier-style of
environmental protection...


May 12-15, 2015
Saukville, WI
Seating is limited!


Training by the
Steel Tank Institute


Follow links for dates,
locations and pricing


2014 STI SP001
Aboveground Tank
System Inspector
Training


STI Cathodic
Protection Testing
Classes


Keep Reading


Keep Reading


Register Now
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Live Custom Training
Interested in Class A/B UST training but want
something a bit more company-specific?


Ben Thomas of UST Training can provide
customized training at your company’s office or,
even better, out at your UST site.


Ben can help you integrate generic Class A/B
operator training content with company equipment
and standards to create a hands on learning
environment that is interactive, relevant and
memorable.


Learn More
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Tribal UST Programs
You may not be aware that UST systems within
Indian country are subject to Federal and not state
UST regulations.


Over the years I’ve had the good fortune to provide
tribal training for the Seneca Nation of Indians in
Upstate New York, the Turtle Mountain Band of the
Chippewa in North Dakota, the Pueblo of Laguna in
New Mexico.


Plus I’ve offered training through the Bureau of Indian
Affairs in New Mexico, the Inter Tribal Council of
Arizona, and the Cherokee Nation in Oklahoma.


Keep Reading
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Tankline Bulletin
The Oregon DEQ has a great e-newsletter
Tankline Bulletin that’s worth signing up for. It’s
free and packed with some great information.


Even if you’re not in Oregon there are some
excellent compliance tips on things like interstitial
monitoring, biofuels, CP testing and more.


Learn More
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Next Oregon Class
A/B Class Sept. 16
We still have seats available for the next Oregon
Class A/B UST operator training course set for
September 16 in Portland.


The course is sponsored by the Oregon Fuel
Association (formerly Oregon Petroleum
Association), whose members get a 20% discount
when registering.


The course is in Oregon but the training and
certification is valid in Washington as well.


Have some new staff? Opened a new UST site?
Want a refresher? Register today!


Register Now
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Free UST Resource
Now Available
UST Training continues to offer creative ways to
help get the right information into the hands of
UST operators who want to do the best job
possible preventing leaks and spills.


Now whether you’re a long time customer, a first-
timer, or just visiting our web site, you can
download this super helpful bundle of important
UST documents.


Copyright © 2014 UST Training, All rights reserved. 
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UST Training
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Langley, WA 98260
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: Biodiesel producers to hit Hill in assault on EPA proposal
Date: Wednesday, June 18, 2014 10:39:17 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: Biodiesel producers to hit Hill in assault on EPA proposal | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Environment & Energy Daily
News Text: Biodiesel producers will be on Capitol Hill today to push back against the Obama
administration's proposal for this year's renewable fuel targets.
 
The producers plan to tell lawmakers that the proposal, which calls for keeping the biodiesel target
level and lowering other biofuels mandates, has already affected bottom lines, according to the
National Biodiesel Board. A recent board survey found the majority of biodiesel producers have
reduced production or idled plants this year.
 
The nearly 100 biodiesel producers -- who produce fuel from soybean oil, animal fats and used
cooking grease -- also plan to call on Congress to renew their $1-a-gallon tax credit, which expired
last year along with a host of other renewable energy incentives.
 
"People are losing their jobs in this industry as we speak, and it's largely because Washington has
delivered sporadic, inconsistent policy," Anne Steckel, the National Biodiesel Board's vice president
of federal affairs, said in a statement.
 
U.S. EPA's proposal for this year's renewable fuel targets calls for refiners to blend into petroleum
diesel or purchase credits for 1.2 billion gallons of biodiesel. Under the proposal, the mandate would
be set at the same as last year and below the 1.8 billion gallons that the industry produced in 2013.
 
EPA's proposal also calls for cuts to ethanol and other advanced biofuels compared to last year's
production numbers and the levels set out in the 2007 statute that created the renewable fuel
standard. There are signals that the agency is planning to increase the targets for conventional
ethanol and advanced biofuels, but that it will leave the biodiesel target as proposed (Greenwire,
May 22).
 
The White House Office of Management and Budget has yet to initiate a review of EPA's final rule. In
the proposed rule, EPA cited concerns about the ability of the biodiesel industry to produce to full
capacity because of the lapse of the tax credit.
 
The fly-in by biodiesel producers from 27 states comes shortly after the Obama administration's
proposal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from existing power plants. The National Biodiesel
Board has been critical of the Obama administration for proposing to address climate-changing
emissions at power plants on the one hand while reducing renewable fuels targets on the other.
 
Under EPA's definition, biodiesel reduces greenhouse gas emissions compared to a petroleum
baseline by 50 percent or more.
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"It seems confusing that they want to cut emissions from the electricity sector and not from the
transportation sector," Steckel said in an interview last week. "If they're focusing on reducing carbon
as they say they are, it's kind of baffling why they're keeping these numbers down instead of growing
the program."
 
Lawmakers from states with biodiesel industries have been vocal in calling for both an increase in
the RFS proposal and an extension of the biodiesel tax credit. Last month, a group of Democratic
senators held a press conference to rally support for the industry and charged that EPA had made
the "wrong call" with its proposal (E&E Daily, May 15).
 
 
Return to Top
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News Headline: BIOFUELS: Richard Branson group, Delta partner on renewable jet fuel venture | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: Delta Air Lines Inc. is partnering with a nonprofit group founded by billionaire
businessman Richard Branson to speed up the development of renewable jet fuels.
 
Branson's group, the Carbon War Room, announced the new partnership yesterday. In a news
release, Delta and the Carbon War Room said they agreed that advancing the development of
renewable jet fuel would help the airline industry reduce its carbon footprint, meet customers'
green demands and reduce price volatility.
 
"By joining, Delta is further elevating its commitment to environmental sustainability and supporting
real action to face the most important challenge of our time," Carbon War Room President José
María Figueres said in a statement.
 
The Carbon War Room was formed in 2008 with the goal of battling climate change by focusing on
market barriers that are preventing the commercialization of low-carbon technology.
 
Until now, Branson's Virgin Atlantic Airways Ltd. has been the only airline partner. Other partners
include Sapphire Energy Inc. and SkyNRG, producers of renewable jet fuel.
 
Delta called the partnership a "great step forward" in its efforts to increase airline industry
sustainability.
 
"Delta recognizes that our commitment and responsibility extends well beyond our customers and
includes being good global corporate citizens," said John Laughter, Delta's senior vice president for
corporate safety, security and compliance.
 
Delta says it supports the aviation industry's goals of increasing fuel efficiency by 1.5 percent a year
by 2020 and reducing net emissions 50 percent by 2050 relative to a 2005 base line.







 
But the airline has also recently taken heat from biofuel advocates for pushing for changes to the
renewable fuel standard on behalf of its refinery, Monroe Energy LLC, which has had to pay high
compliance costs under the standard. Delta is the only airline to own a refinery (Greenwire, Oct. 2,
2013).
 
U.S. EPA opened the renewable fuel standard to renewable jet fuel last year, allowing refiners to
receive credit for purchasing it and mixing it in with petroleum-based fuel.
 
 
Return to Top
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Some Recipients of Diesel Grants Failed
To Meet Recovery Act Requirements, IG Says
Several recipients of federal diesel emissions reduction grants
awarded with stimulus funds failed to meet requirements for
accepting the funding, according to the Environmental Protection
Agency's Office of Inspector General....


Budget
EPA Rejects Most of New York’s
$511 Million Tappan Zee Bridge Loan
A $511 million loan approved by a New York environmental
agency to help fund the construction of a new $4 billion Tappan
Zee Bridge was rejected almost entirely by the Environmental
Protection Agency....


Chemicals
Study: In Utero Phthalate Exposure Ups Asthma Risk
Children whose mothers were exposed to higher levels of
butylbenzyl phthalate (BBzP) and di-n-butyl phthalate (DnBP) had
a higher risk of developing asthma than children of mothers who
had lower levels of exposure, researchers at the Columbia...


Climate Change
White House, Industry Target Cuts in Use
Of Refrigerants With High Warming Potential
Emissions of hydrofluorocarbons would be cut by the equivalent
of 700 million metric tons of carbon dioxide through 2025 under a
series of executive actions and voluntary private sector
commitments announced Sept. 16 by the White House Council...


Climate Change
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Wildfire Damage Should Be Included in Social
Cost of Carbon, Environmental Groups Say
Federal agencies should consider the damage caused by climate
change-fueled wildfires as part of the social cost of carbon, a
report from environmental advocates concluded. ...


Climate Regulation
EPA Extends Comment Period to Dec. 1
For Power Plant Carbon Dioxide Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency will extend until Dec. 1 the
comment period on a proposed rule that would establish
greenhouse gas emissions standards for existing power plants....


Corporate Responsibility
SEC Official Offers Three Pointers
On Issuers' Conflict Mineral Disclosures
After staff review of issuers' inaugural conflict mineral disclosures,
the director of the Securities and Exchange Commission's Division
of Corporation Finance has offered three key observations....


Endangered Species
Agencies Seek Feedback on Pesticide Decisions
Stakeholders in the pesticide industry will have an opportunity to
provide feedback to the Environmental Protection Agency and
other federal officials on their scientific rigor for protecting
endangered species at a meeting in Northern...


Energy
Army Corps Suspends Permit Review
For Proposed Coal Export Terminal
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has suspended its review and
environmental assessment of Ambre Energy's proposed Coyote
Island coal-export terminal on the Columbia River....


Energy
Hoeven Predicts 60 Votes for Keystone
Bill After November Midterm Elections
Legislation that would deem TransCanada's Keystone XL pipeline
approved will be passed next year by Congress if Republicans win
control of the Senate, Sen. John Hoeven (R-N.D.), the bill's
author, told reporters Sept. 16. ...


Energy
Rules Panel Sends Bill to Speed Pipeline,
Block EPA Power Plant Rules to House Floor
The House Rules Committee on Sept. 16 approved two energy
and deregulatory packages for debate on the floor that would
speed approval of the Keystone XL pipeline, block the Obama
administration's power plant carbon limits and repeal the...


Energy
Senate Confirms Two Democrats
As Nuclear Regulators in Party-Line Votes
The Senate voted Sept. 16 to confirm Jeffery M. Baran and
Stephen G. Burns to fill vacancies on the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission in mostly party-line votes....
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Energy
Senators Introduce Bipartisan Measure
To Expedite International Energy Projects
Four senators introduced a bipartisan bill Sept. 16 that would
expedite international energy projects such as the Keystone XL oil
pipeline....


Energy
TransCanada CEO ‘Frustrated’ by Linkage
Of Keystone Pipeline to Climate Change
TransCanada Corp. chief executive officer Russ Girling told
reporters Sept. 16 he is "frustrated" by critics of the Keystone
pipeline who have cast the project as a symbol of increased
greenhouse gas emissions and warming. ...


Enforcement
Consumers Energy Agrees to Spend $1 Billion
To Control Pollution at Michigan Coal Plants
Consumers Energy, a subsidiary of CMS Energy Corp., has agreed
to spend about $1 billion on pollution control technologies at five
of its coal-fired power plants in Michigan, according to a proposed
settlement announced Sept. 16 (United States...


Groundwater
Landmark Groundwater Management Bill
Signed Into Law by California Governor
California Gov. Jerry Brown (D) signed legislation into law Sept.
16 providing for the first time a statewide system for managing
groundwater resources....


Hydraulic Fracturing
Fracking Study Spurs Call to Toughen
Standards for Gas Drilling Regulation
A study that found natural gas drilling polluted drinking water is
fueling calls for stricter standards for well construction that could
increase costs for energy companies....


International Climate
Low-Carbon Economy Can Promote Growth,
Commission Says in Report for UN Summit
Rapid technological innovation and investment in new
infrastructure are making it possible for governments and
businesses to reduce their carbon emissions at the same time
they promote economic growth, according to a Sept. 16 report by
an...


Oil & Gas
Colorado, New Mexico Quakes Linked to Gas
Wastewater Injection, USGS Scientists Find
The deep underground injection of wastewater from natural gas
production is responsible for a dramatic rise in the number of
earthquakes in Colorado and New Mexico, according to a new
study....


Oil Spills
BP Cites Missing Comma in Seeking Access
To $750 Million Transocean Spill Insurance
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BP Plc, which already has paid more than $28 billion for the 2010
Gulf of Mexico oil spill, seeks to get a $750 million chunk of that
back by convincing a Texas court that a missing comma may give
the oil company access to Transocean Ltd.'s insurance...


Pesticides
Antimicrobial Pilot ‘A Lot Less Successful'
Than Hoped, EPA Program Chief Says
A pilot project to extend the Environmental Protection Agency's
Design for the Environment program to antimicrobial pesticide
products has been "a lot less successful than we had hoped," said
Clive Davies, the agency's...


Pesticides
EPA Picks Administrator for Pesticide Ed Program
The Environmental Protection Agency decided to have
Washington State University administer its Pesticide Regulatory
Education Program, according to Dan Helgott with the agency's
Office of Pesticide Programs. PREP, which provides...


Pesticides
Online Tool Coming to Help Antimicrobial Makers
The Environmental Protection Agency is developing an online
decision tree that will help the makers of antimicrobial products
determine whether they need to submit efficacy data to the
agency, risk manager Jose Gayoso told a conference of...


Pipeline Safety
Fallout Continues Following Dismissals
Of California Regulator, PG&E Officials
The latest batch of e-mails showing a close relationship between
regulators at the California Public Utilities Commission and the
regulated utility unit at Pacific Gas & Electric Corp. added fuel to
the calls for major changes at CPUC...


Regulatory Policy
Lawsuit Seeking Review of Job Losses
From EPA Rules Can Proceed, Judge Says
A federal district judge has denied the Environmental Protection
Agency's petition to dismiss a lawsuit alleging the agency failed to
conduct a review of possible job losses caused by its air pollution
regulations (Murray Energy Corp....


Renewable Energy
Chevron’s Search for Plant-Based Alternative
Fuels Flounders; Higher-Profit Ventures Eyed
Chevron Corp.'s experiments and research into turning plants into
alternative fuels that can be profitably manufactured on a large
scale have failed....


Renewable Energy
EU Raises Objection, Instructs State
To Overhaul Nation's Green Power Levy
European Commission objections to a green levy imposed by
Denmark on electricity consumption will likely lead to a revision of
the model, a commission official told Bloomberg BNA....
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Renewable Energy
JCT Report Describes Energy Tax Incentives,
Discusses Economic Rationales, Challenges
A new Joint Committee on Taxation report lays out the rationale
for tax intervention in various energy sectors, an issue the Senate
Finance Committee plans to examine in a Sept. 17 hearing
energy-related tax incentives....


Security
Critical Infrastructure Assessments
Should be Better Coordinated, GAO Finds
The Department of Homeland Security hasn't been able to
identify priority critical infrastructure due to a non-uniform and
often duplicative process for assessing vulnerabilities, according
to the Government Accountability Office....


Vehicle Fuels
Vilsack ‘Reasonably Sure' EPA Will Increase
2014 Renewable Fuel Standard Volumes
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said he is "reasonably sure" the
Environmental Protection Agency will increase the renewable fuel
blending mandate for 2014 when it releases its final rule later this
year....


Water Pollution
Coal Bed Methane, Chlorine Sectors
Won't Get New Effluent Limits, EPA Says
Wastewater effluent limits won't be set for either the coal bed
methane extraction or the chlorine and chlorinated hydrocarbon
manufacturing industries under the Environmental Protection
Agency's final 2012 effluent guidelines...


Water Pollution
CWA Determinations Unlikely to Change 
Under Waters of U.S. Rule, Group Says
The proposed waters of the U.S. rule is unlikely to change the
status of waters and wetlands that now fall under the jurisdiction
of the Clean Water Act, according to a legal memo from the
American College of Environmental Lawyers....


Water Pollution
States Work to Revise Pollution Limits Based
On Calculations of Fish Consumption Rates
Oregon has yet to learn the positive and negative impacts of its
revised standards for water quality, according to speakers at a
Sept. 16 Environmental Law Institute seminar....


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


SEPTEMBER 16 FEDERAL REGISTER


SEPTEMBER 17 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Maher, Dennis
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: UST Training
Date: Monday, October 12, 2015 11:15:14 AM


Mr. Smith,
 
My name is Dennis Maher, I am an STI-001 AST tank inspector looking to become federally certified in
UST inspections, can you please tell me if the course listed here: EPA Underground Storage Tank Web-
Based Training is available to civilian contractors? If not, can you tell me where I can find such training?
 
Thank you.
 
Dennis
 
DENNIS P. MAHER
Senior Consultant
 


HDR
5426 Bay Center Drive
Tampa, FL 33609-3444
813.442.0291
Dennis.Maher@hdrinc.com


hdrinc.com/follow-us
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: EPA delays, ethanol credits take center stage in RFS court battle |
Date: Tuesday, April 08, 2014 7:48:39 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: EPA delays, ethanol credits take center stage in RFS court battle | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: The oil industry today took its fight against U.S. EPA's 2013 renewable fuel mandate to
court, urging appellate judges to vacate the agency's target for biofuel use in gasoline and diesel.
 
In arguments this morning, the three-judge panel from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit posed hard questions to both the oil industry and U.S. EPA. Judges appeared
skeptical of the merits of the oil industry's lawsuit as well as EPA's delay in issuing the yearly
renewable fuel targets.
 
"Why in the world is EPA so egregiously late on this and so consistently late?" Judge Thomas Griffith
asked.
 
EPA in August proposed a renewable fuel standard that requires refiners to blend 16.55 billion
ethanol-equivalent gallons of renewable fuel in 2013. Of that total, 13.8 billion gallons was to be
conventional ethanol and 2.75 billion gallons advanced biofuel not made from corn.
 
At the center of the case is whether EPA has discretion over and adequately considered carryover
credits from previous years that refiners could use to comply with biofuel targets.
 
The court is also weighing whether EPA broke the law by issuing the final rule more than eight
months after a statutory Nov. 30 deadline.
 
Monroe Energy LLC, a subsidiary of Delta Air Lines Inc., argued that the rule burdens merchant
refiners like itself that do not blend their own ethanol and must meet their RFS obligations solely by
purchasing credits known as Renewable Identification Numbers (RINs). It argues that EPA failed to
account for other refiners hoarding their RINs, which correspond to gallons of ethanol, in 2013 to
meet future compliance targets.
 
EPA's rule "poses devastating costs" on independent refiners, attorney David DeBruin, representing
Monroe, told the judges. He said the refinery estimated it would spend $100 million to buy 2013
RINs.
 
"The critical fact is you have to consider 2014. This is a two-year currency," DeBruin said.
 
But Judge Judith Rogers said the agency did discuss carryover RINs in its final rule, pointing to a
section in the appendix of the rule laying out expected carryover credits. And the agency testified
that it expects refiners should have at least 1.2 billion credits available from the end of 2013 to use
toward their 2014 obligations.
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"We assume that the agency is not writing nonsense," Rogers said.
 
Rogers and Judge Cornelia "Nina" Pillard, both Democratic appointees, questioned whether EPA is
even obligated to consider carryover credits. Pillard also asked why Monroe had not taken
advantage of other ways to comply with the RFS.
 
Department of Justice attorney Lisa Bell, representing EPA, argued that Monroe has other
compliance options beyond simply buying RINs on the market. It could, for example, purchase and
market ethanol on its own.
 
Unlike Monroe, the American Petroleum Institute's arguments today centered on whether the delay
in issuing the rule should be cause for overturning it. Although EPA issued a proposed rule in January
of last year, it did not finalize the rule until August. The agency did, though, extend the compliance
period for last year until June 2014.
 
Robert Long, an attorney representing API, argued that the delay hurt refiners because EPA used an
updated version of fuel data in the final rule that would never have been considered if the agency
had released the rule on time.
 
Long said EPA did not notify refiners that it would be using the updated fuel consumption data from
the Energy Information Administration, which he said increased their burden under the standard.
 
The judges questioned why EPA shouldn't use the data, since they were more accurate than earlier
data.
 
"If you don't dispute its accuracy, then what is the harm?" asked Griffith, a Republican appointee.
 
Griffith also at times seemed sympathetic to the industry argument.
 
"At some point, there has to be some line drawn here to give the regulated entities certainty," he
said.
 
DOJ attorney Brian Lynk, representing EPA, said the agency's track record is not as bad as critics
claim. He said last year's delay occurred because the agency was considering the blend wall, the
term for the physical constraints to the amount of ethanol that can be used in the market, for the
first time.
 
Rogers, though, raised concerns about whether the law allows API to challenge the delay in the first
place. She indicated that the court may lack jurisdiction over issues related to the timeliness of the
rule in the first place.
 
Long, API's counsel, argued that EPA had forfeited its right to raise jurisdictional concerns because it
did not raise those concerns in court briefs. However, he also said API may be willing to put that
challenge on hold while the court decides the other issues in the case.
 







The court has also put on hold API's challenge to the agency's standard for cellulosic biofuels, a
subset of the RFS that mandates the blending of fuels made from plant-based materials like
agricultural residues and grasses. EPA earlier this year independently said it would reconsider the
target.
 
Monroe has asked for an expedited ruling on the case. EPA will likely wait for the lawsuit's
conclusion to issue its final 2014 RFS. This year, the agency has proposed to lower the targets for
both ethanol and advanced biofuels for the first time, based largely on blend wall concerns; both
biofuel and oil industry groups have already threatened litigation (E&ENews PM, Nov. 15, 2013).
 
Reporter Jeremy Jacobs contributed.
 








View Recent Articles By:
Agencies
States
Courts
International
   Organizations
Federal Statutes
Cases Reported


Key Features:
Special Reports
Regulatory Agenda
Congressional Calendar
Comment Deadlines
PDF Archives


From: BNA Highlights
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Sep. 18 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report
Date: Wednesday, September 17, 2014 10:38:06 PM


Manage your email subscriptions
Email not displaying correctly? View publication in your browser.


     
Daily Environment Report


 Latest News   BNA Insights   PDF Issue Search Full Publication  


Thursday, September 18, 2014 · Number 181 


The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you
by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted
and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have
any questions or no longer wish to receive these messages,
please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-
566-2370.


NEWS


Air Pollution
Approval of Texas Flexible Permit Program
Challenged by State Environmental Groups
A number of Texas environmental groups filed a petition for
review with the U.S. Court of Appeals for Fifth Circuit on Sept. 12,
asking the court to review the Environmental Protection Agency's
decision to approve Texas's revisions...


Chemicals
EU Chemicals Committees Provisionally Grant
REACH Authorizations for Three Substances
The European Chemicals Agency said its Risk Assessment and
Socioeconomic Analysis committees have adopted provisional
opinions that favor granting a number of companies continued-
use authorizations for chemicals that would otherwise...


Chemicals
Major Parties Meet on TSCA Reform
Ahead of Draft's Anticipated Release
Senators leading an attempt to modernize the Toxic Substances
Control Act were scheduled to meet Sept. 17 amid continued
concerns from Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) about provisions in
the legislation. ...


Chemicals
OMB Reviewing EPA Rule on Lead Paint Abatement
The White House Office of Management and Budget is reviewing
an Environmental Protection Agency proposed rule that the EPA
said would make it easier for renovators to take refresher courses
updating them about safe work strategies at facilities...


Climate Change
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HUD Opens $1 Billion Funding Competition
For Building Resilience to Natural Disasters
States and localities that have been hit by hurricanes, flooding
and other natural disasters in recent years can now apply for
federal funding from a new $1 billion resilience competition....


Climate Change
Investments in Clean Urban Transit
Is Affordable Option to Cut Carbon Emissions
A global shift toward investments in clean urban transit systems
designed to get people out of their cars could save more than
$100 million in public and private spending between now and
2050 and cut carbon emissions by as much as 1,700 megatons...


Climate Change
Italy's Parliament Forms Globe Italia
To Push for Greater Climate Action
Some key members of the Italian Parliament have formed the
legislature’s first group aimed at confronting climate change,
making Italy the sixth European Union country to form a chapter
patterned after Globe International. ...


Climate Change
Sanders Would Elevate Climate Change
Discussion Through Possible Presidential Run
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) told Bloomberg BNA he would seek to
elevate the discussion on the dangers of climate change if he runs
for president in 2016. ...


Climate Regulation
House Republicans Question Science
Guiding EPA Carbon Rules for Power Plants
Environmental Protection Agency proposals to regulate carbon
dioxide emissions from power plants won't significantly slow
global climate change but will impose costs on utilities and energy
consumers, House Republicans said....


Climate Regulation
McConnell Says Fight Against EPA
Proposed Power Plant Rules ‘Not Over’
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) said Sept. 17 his
efforts to push back on Environmental Protection Agency
regulations on carbon dioxide emissions from new and existing
power plants are "not over, not by a long shot."...


Congress
Bills to Block New EPA Ozone Standards
Introduced by Senate, House Republicans
House and Senate Republican lawmakers introduced legislation to
effectively block the Environmental Protection Agency from
revising its ozone standard downward until 85 percent of the
current nonattainment counties comply with the current...


Congress
Congress Moves to Abolish Certain
Mandatory Federal Agency Reports
The Senate approved legislation by voice vote Sept. 16 that
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would abolish certain mandatory reports from the Environmental
Protection Agency and the Energy Department as Congress seeks
to eliminate certain unread and unnecessary documents...


Energy
Appeals Court Denies FERC Request 
For Rehearing to Save Demand Response
A federal appeals court Sept. 17 denied a rehearing request by
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, representing a major
setback for an innovative conservation program designed to
reduce electricity demand by paying large industrial...


Energy
Energy Department Funds Manufacturing Efficiency
The Energy Department Sept. 17 announced $23 million to fund
12 projects to improve the energy efficiency of manufacturing as
part of its expanded Clean Energy Manufacturing Initiative. The
Clean Energy Manufacturing Initiative has a goal...


Energy
Senate Passes Bill to Extend BLM Program
Expediting Work on Oil, Gas Drilling Permits
Senate legislation that would permanently extend a program to
help the Interior Department deal with a backlog of oil and gas
drilling permitting applications was approved by unanimous
consent Sept. 16....


Energy
Wyden Calls for Consideration of Costs,
Benefits of Sources as Part of Tax Reform
The U.S. tax code "must take the costs and benefits of energy
sources into account," Senate Finance Committee Chairman Ron
Wyden (D-Ore.) said during a Sept. 17 hearing on reforming the
"outdated" energy tax code. ...


Energy
Wyoming Sen. Barrasso to Offer LNG
Amendment to Russia Sanctions Bill
Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) plans to offer an amendment to a
Russia sanctions bill that would require the Energy Department to
approve applications to export natural gas to all World Trade
Organization countries, a Barrasso spokesman said...


Environmental Justice
Nonprofits, Governments Use Data to Solve
Environmental Justice Issues, Advocates Say
Not-for-profit organizations and local governments are harnessing
data and community engagement opportunities to address
environmental issues within low-income or underserved
communities, according to a Sept. 17 Environmental Protection...


General Policy
Green Groups, EU Lawmakers Criticize Plan
To Merge EC Climate, Environment Portfolios
A plan by the incoming president of the European Commission to
combine management of European Union environment policy with
fisheries policy, and climate policy with energy policy, could be



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F6A7Z0X2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:122

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F6A7Z0X2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:122

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F6A8F9E9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:123

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F6A2W6R4&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:124

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F6A2W6R4&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:124

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F6A2H6U8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:125

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F6A2H6U8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:125

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F6A2W1Y6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:126

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F6A2W1Y6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:126

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F6A3D4Q1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:127

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F6A3D4Q1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:127

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F5Z8X8Y0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:128

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F5Z8X8Y0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:128





revisited, the commission told Bloomberg BNA Sept....


Groundwater
Federal Court Finds California MTBE Claims
Against BP, Shell Barred by Prior Litigation
A California water district's claims that BP and Shell defendants
contaminated groundwater by releasing methyl tertiary butyl
ether are barred by prior litigation brought by the state, a federal
district court ruled (In re Methyl Tertiary...


Hazardous Waste
China Moves to Clarify Classifications for 
Several Types of Hazardous, Solid Waste
China's Ministry of Environmental Protection has released updated
regulatory documents related to hazardous and solid waste,
including the disposal of mercury....


International Climate
120 Heads of Government Confirmed
For Climate Summit, UN Official Says
More than 120 world leaders are confirmed to attend the
upcoming one-day climate change summit to be hosted by the
United Nations in New York next week, a UN official said Sept.
17....


Mining
Mineral Rights Contract Allows Wildlife Area
Surface Mining, Ohio Supreme Court Rules
Ruling in a contract dispute case, the Ohio Supreme Court said a
portion of a state wildlife area can possibly be strip-mined for coal
(Snyder v. Ohio Dep't of Natural Res., Ohio, No. 2012-1723,
9/17/14)....


Nanotechnology
Regulatory Officials, Scientists Work to Craft
Cogent Nanomaterials Testing Strategy
Regulatory officials and scientists from around the world met
Sept. 15-16 to develop testing strategies for engineered
nanomaterials that limit animal use and testing costs. ...


Nanotechnology
Researchers to Discuss Risks of Nanotechnology
Groups of international nanotechnology researchers will hold
periodic webinars and conference calls on the environmental,
safety and health implications of nanomaterials, according to a
Federal Register notice set for publication Sept....


Natural Gas
U.S. LNG No Panacea as Asia,
Europe to Boost Imports, BG Says
U.S. liquefied natural gas (LNG) exports from next year won't be
sufficient to meet rising demand for the fuel in Asia and Europe
through 2025, according to BG Group Plc....


Pipeline Safety
Hazardous Liquid, Gas Pipeline Operators
Must Be Wary in Flow Change, PHMSA Says
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Hazardous liquids and gas pipeline operators should take
additional precautions when considering using out-of-date steel
pipelines or reversing the flow of or changing the product within
pipelines, the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials...


Risk Assessment
OECD Urged to Get Better Children's Exposures Data
Officials from nine Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) countries and chemical industry
representatives urged the organization to survey member
countries, develop a database and take other actions to
improve...


Superfund
Approval of $350,000 Superfund Settlement
Affirmed Over Another PRP's Objection
A low superfund settlement figure of $350,000 based on a party's
limited ability to pay was properly approved by a lower court over
an intervenor's objection, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit has held (United States v....


Trade
Congressional, Business Leaders Cheer
Talks on Environmental Goods Agreement
Three members of Congress joined with representatives of green
technology companies on Capitol Hill Sept. 17 to voice support for
an Environmental Goods Agreement (EGA) being negotiated at
the World Trade Organization in Geneva....


Water Infrastructure
Robust Municipal Bond Market Hindering
Public-Private Partnerships, Report Says
A robust municipal bond market in the U.S. has hindered the
growth of public-private partnerships to finance wastewater and
drinking water infrastructure, according to a House
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee reporton public-
private...


Water Pollution
SELC Claims Leaking Coal Ash Ponds
At Virginia Dominion Plant, Plans Lawsuit
The Southern Environmental Law Center said that four unlined
and uncapped coal ash ponds lie adjacent to a Dominion power
plant in Northern Virginia and alleged that three of the ponds
have leaked toxic pollutants into waterways and groundwater...


Water Resources
Man Sentenced in Water-Diverting Marijuana Growing
A federal court has sentenced a Fresno, Calif., man to two years
in prison for his involvement in a large-scale marijuana growing
operation in Stanislaus County, where water was illegally diverted
from the San Joaquin River to irrigate the...


CORRECTION
An article in the Sept. 4 Daily Environment Report about three
petitions by environmental groups to the EPA to remove certain
states' Clean Water Act Section 402 permit authority inaccurately
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characterized an Oregon petition. A petition...


SPECIAL REPORT


Brownfields
Favorable Market Trends Boosting
Contaminated Property Transactions
Increased cooperation from regulators and a great deal of liquid
capital in the market right now are driving a rise in contaminated
property transactions, environmental professionals told
Bloomberg BNA. ...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


SEPTEMBER 17 FEDERAL REGISTER


SEPTEMBER 18 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Jimmy Hinrichs
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: UST training
Date: Wednesday, January 20, 2016 11:58:14 AM


Hello, I am a fire inspector for the City of Tucson.  I am looking for any training on UST's that would be
beneficial to me.  The class I was looking into was "EPA Underground Storage Tank Web-Based Training". 


James Hinrichs
Tucson Fire Inspector
Tucson Fire Department
Cell: 520-349-7292
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: EPA sends final 2014 RFS rule to White House
Date: Monday, August 25, 2014 7:49:43 AM
Attachments: image001.png


image002.png


News Headline: BIOFUELS: EPA sends final 2014 RFS rule to White House | 


Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: U.S. EPA sent a long-overdue final rule setting the 2014 renewable fuel standard to the
White House today for interagency review. 


In a statement, EPA said it will issue the final rule -- already well past the Nov. 30, 2013, deadline set by
law -- when it's cleared by the White House's Office of Management and Budget. OMB reviews typically
take about a month. 


The 2007 renewable fuel standard requires EPA to mandate the amounts of ethanol and advanced
biofuel that refiners must blend into petroleum fuel. While Congress laid out specific targets for those
fuels, it gave EPA discretion to lower them under certain conditions. 


In its November proposal for 2014 requirements, EPA called for the first-ever rollbacks of both the ethanol
and advanced biofuels mandates. The agency said it would require 13.01 billion gallons for corn ethanol
and 2.2 billion ethanol-equivalent gallons of total advanced biofuels, a category that includes cellulosic
biofuels and biodiesel. 


The proposed total renewable fuel target of 15.21 billion gallons represents a 16 percent reduction from
2014 levels in the RFS law (E&ENews PM, Nov. 15, 2013). 


The EPA proposal generated 340,000 public comments and a firestorm of criticism among farmers and
ethanol producers, who said that it would hurt rural economies and undermine energy independence
goals. Over the last half-year, biofuel groups launched several campaigns to rally support for the RFS. 


EPA has widely been expected to increase the proposed targets in its final rule, and administration
officials have suggested as much in many public appearances and meetings with RFS supporters (E&E
Daily, July 25). 


But the agency didn't hint today about the final numbers. In its proposal, EPA based the lower targets on
limits to the amount of ethanol that can be used in cars and fueling infrastructure and a lack of
commercially available advanced biofuel. 


"EPA supports the energy independence and security goals that congress envisioned when establishing
the RFS program," EPA said in its emailed statement. "The agency's overarching goal is to put the RFS
program on a path that supports continued growth in renewable fuels over time." 


Biofuel supporters urged the Obama administration to finalize the rule as quickly as possible. 


"We're pleased to see the process moving forward and hope the final rule will show that this
administration is standing behind our national goals for clean, domestic fuels that strengthen our
economy and national security," said Anne Steckel, vice president of federal affairs for the National
Biodiesel Board. 


EPA has twice extended the compliance period for the 2013 requirements as it completes the final 2014
rule. 


The oil industry has consistently criticized EPA for the delay in issuing the final rule, saying that it hurts
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businesses because they cannot plan ahead without knowing this year's requirements. The delay has led
to speculation that the Obama administration is hoping to help out Democratic Senate candidates in corn
states (E&E Daily, June 9). 


EPA's proposal has coincided with a push in Congress to reform or repeal the renewable fuel standard.
Critics, mostly led by the American Petroleum Institute, argue that EPA's delay in the 2014 rule and the
resulting uncertainty over the final numbers signal that the standard is broken. 


"This is the longest, most unreasonable delay in a history of long, unreasonable delays when it comes to
implementing the RFS under this administration," API senior policy adviser Patrick Kelly said.








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: The Obama administration is likely to partly backtrack on proposed steep cuts to renewable fuel targets for 2014


when it finalizes a rule due out in June, industry sources said.
Date: Tuesday, May 27, 2014 9:45:14 AM


Outlet Full Name: Reuters - Online
News Text: WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The Obama administration is likely to partly backtrack on
proposed steep cuts to renewable fuel targets for 2014 when it finalizes a rule due out in June,
industry sources said.
 
Biofuel groups expect the Environmental Protection Agency to send the final proposed targets to the
White House as soon as Friday.
 
The EPA shocked biofuel supporters in November with a draft rule that slashed federal requirements
for biofuel use in gasoline and diesel. The agency argued that U.S. energy markets could not absorb
the levels of renewable fuels that would be required by a 2007 law.
 
Since then, though, rising projections for gasoline consumption give the agency leeway to raise its
corn ethanol target from November's proposal of about 13 billion gallons to about 13.6 billion, a
biofuel industry source said.
 
The more gasoline consumed, the more ethanol that can be absorbed before hitting the "blend
wall," the point at which the law would require more ethanol to be used than the 10 percent blend
found at most U.S. gas stations.
 
The rumored adjustment would still leave the corn ethanol target for 2014 far below the 14.4 billion
gallons called for by law, and will likely enrage oil companies who lobbied hard for cuts to the
targets.
 
The industry source said administration officials have told stakeholders that "no one is going to be
happy" regarding the final rule.
 
The Renewable Fuel Standard requires increasing amounts of various types of biofuels to be blended
into U.S. gasoline and diesel supplies each year through 2022.
 
Citing the looming blend wall, the EPA issued a proposal last year to cut the overall biofuel use target
from 18.15 billion gallons to 15.21 billion gallons, the first overall cut in the program's history.
 
Refiners said the reductions were necessary to prevent crippling compliance costs for their industry
and possible fuel shortages.
 
Tim Cheung, an energy analyst for ClearView Energy, also predicted an ethanol requirement of 13.6
billion gallons. He noted the targets could be raised higher if EPA estimates there will be more
consumption of the 85 percent ethanol blend, known as E-85, used in flex-fuel vehicles. An
estimated 10.6 million such vehicles are now on U.S. roads.
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Biodiesel producers said Wednesday the administration has hinted that it plans to leave the
biodiesel target at the proposed 1.28 billion gallons, while slightly raising the overall target for
advanced biofuels from 2.2 billion gallons.
 
"This decision would have lasting, damaging consequences for the jobs and economic activity
supported by the U.S. biodiesel industry, while undermining your efforts to boost U.S. energy
security through clean, domestic energy production," Joe Jobe, chief executive of the National
Biodiesel Board, said in a letter to President Barack Obama.
 
Jobe said raising the advanced biofuel target, without increasing the biodiesel requirement, would
merely encourage large amounts of imports of Brazilian sugarcane ethanol.
 
(Reporting by Ayesha Rascoe, editing by Ros Krasny and Andrew Hay)
 








From: Jeremy Kelley
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Upcoming Clean Air Act Compliance Workshop
Date: Thursday, June 12, 2014 11:41:59 AM


 
 


June 2014 eNewsletter
EPA Alliance Training Group


Reliable Environmental Training for EH&S Professionals


 


ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS
AND UPDATES
 
EPA Proposes First
Guidelines to Cut Carbon
Pollution from Existing
Power Plants
 
EPA Finalizes Greenhouse
Gas Permit for Company in
Hale County, TX
 
EPA promotes global
warming proposal to
governors
 
US EPA extends 2013
renewable fuel standard
compliance deadline to
September 30
 
EPA revisions to water
regulations could hit
farmers
 


 


FOLLOW US ON
LINKEDIN!
 


 


The Clean Air Act (CAA) Compliance Workshop
September 10-12, 2014 in Alexandria, VA
 
Come on out to beautiful Alexandria, VA for the Clean Air
Compliance Workshop, just blocks away from the famous King
Street!! Understanding the Clean Air Act, permit process,
planning process, etc. can be confusing task and it does not help
that EPA Clean Air Act regulations are consistently changing and
evolving, especially for the Oil, Energy and Utility sectors. This
workshop will cover and give you a thorough outlook and UP-TO-
DATE review of these regulations as they may pertain to your
industry. Understanding the basic concepts of the Clean Air Act
Regulatory program and how they fit into your every-day
operations is your first step to compliance. Learn More
 
Course Topics:
 


•   The Birth and Fundamental Concepts of the Clean Air Act
•   Title I NAAQS and State Implementation Plans (SIPs)
•   New Source Performance Standards (NSPS)
•   Hazardous Air Pollutants (HAPs)
•   Maximum Achievable Control Technology (MACT) Standards
•   Stratospheric Ozone Depleting Substances
•   Accidental Release Program Requirements
•   Greenhouse Gas Monitoring and Reporting
•   The Title V Program and Operating Permits
•   Compliance Assurance/Certification and the Credible Evidence
Rule
•   Acid Rain And Mobile Source Regulation
•   Enforcement, Liability and Citizen Suits
•   Permitting and Compliance Strategies
 


 
 
More Upcoming Environmental Seminars
 
ISO 14001 Implementation and Auditing
July 22-24th in Austin, TX - Register Here
 
The Environmental Bootcamp
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ENVIRONMENTAL
ENFORCEMENT
 
EPA requires Hawaii Gas to
protect workers, local
community from risk of
chemical releases
 
EPA Ensures Company
Discloses Pesticide Hazards
 
Emerald Kalama Chemical
Resolves Clean Air
Violations
 
EPA Settlement with U.S.
Postal Service Helps Protect
Soil and Groundwater from
Underground Storage Tank
Leaks in Virginia
 
EPA enforces environmental
violations against four
Idaho companies
 


 


August 19-22nd in Colorado Springs, CO - Register Here
 
The Environmental Bootcamp
September 9-12th in Alexandria, VA - Register Here
 
The Environmental Bootcamp
September 30th-October 3rd in Nashville, TN - Register Here
 
UST & AST Management Workshop
October 1-2nd in Nashville, TN - Register Here
 
Clean Water Compliance (CWA) Workshop
November 19-21st in New Orleans, LA - Register Here
 
 
 


EPA Alliance Training Group
www.epaalliance.com


Email. info@epaalliance.com
 


EPA Alliance Environmental Forum
Get Answers and Share Information with other EH&S Professionals!


 
 
EPA Alliance Trianing Group is owned and managed by Baxter Communications
Group, LLC.


This message was sent to smith.timr@epa.gov from:


Baxter Communications Group, LLC | P.O. Box 920842 | Houston, Texas 77018


Email Marketing by 


Unsubscribe
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Dear PEI Member:


Earlier this month, Home Depot disclosed that its payment
systems were breached at nearly 2,200 U.S. and Canadian
stores in a cyber attack that may have stretched back to April.
Home Depot later announced that around 56 million customer
cards may have been compromised. Credit protection firm
BillGuard said losses will be at least $2 billion and could result in
up to $3 billion in fraudulent charges.   


The breach at Home Depot is only the most recent in a torrent of
high-profile data compromises. AOL, eBay, United Parcel Service
(UPS), Goodwill, Neiman Marcus, PF Chang’s and Michaels have
recently experienced similar breaches. Data- and identity-related
crimes are at record levels.


Retailers are now seeing firsthand why EMV is necessary and
how technology costs pale in comparison to the direct and
indirect costs associated with a major data breach. Judging from
what I heard from petroleum marketers earlier this week at the
Southern New England Energy Conference, EMV is definitely in
their sights. Most of those I talked with plan to install the new
technology, although many don’t plan to do it until immediately
before liability shifts to them. But a distinct minority of
petroleum marketers is still not convinced. Lessons learned the
hard way by some of the nation’s most visible corporations
haven’t made an impression on them. But as payment systems
of big retail chains keep getting hacked—compromising the credit
card information of millions and millions of U.S. consumers—my
gut says the tide will continue to turn.


LAST MINUTE LAS VEGAS CONVENTION DETAILS 
Tomorrow—Friday, September 26—is the last day to take
advantage of money-saving advance registration rates for the
2014 PEI Convention at the NACS Show, October 7-10 in Las
Vegas. This year’s show features a sold out trade show as well as
a strong lineup of education sessions. Just as important are the
many opportunities the convention offers for networking with
and learning from your peers. Advance registration saves $150
per attendee.
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PEI’S RECOMMENDED PRACTICES ON LUBE EQUIPMENT
REVISED
The second edition of PEI’s Recommended Practices for the
Design and Maintenance of Fluid Distribution Systems at Vehicle
Maintenance Facilities (PEI/RP700-14) is now available from PEI.
The 2014 edition supersedes and replaces the 2009 edition of
RP700. 
 


PEI’s centralized fluid distribution systems manual for vehicle maintenance facilities was
first published to serve an industry that had little written industry guidance and few
regulatory standards to help designers and installers safely and efficiently produce and
contain the pressures required to move these viscous fluids.      


The recommended practices apply to stationary, centralized fluid distribution systems for
vehicle-related new and used fluids, such as motor oil, gear oil, transmission fluid,
hydraulic fluid, grease, antifreeze and windshield washer fluid. The equipment covered
includes supply containers (e.g., tanks, totes, drums, kegs, pails), piping and tubing,
pumps, compressors, hoses, reels, control handles and other equipment typically used to
construct these systems.


The document was revised by the PEI Vehicle Maintenance Fluids Equipment Committee:
Phil Parker (chairman); Harrell “Doc” Blair, McKinney Petroleum Equipment; Bill Parker,
Lincoln Lubrication Systems; Don Smith, Balcrank Corporation; and Alex Stuart,
Beneficial Systems.  


If you design and/or install vehicle fluid distribution systems, you should have a copy of
this revised document. Order online ($40 for members; $95 for nonmembers) at
www.pei.org/rp700.


INDUSTRY NOTES
According to EPA’s recently updated Action Initiation List of newly launched
regulations, the agency in June started work on a notice of proposed rulemaking for the
2015 RFS (Renewable Fuels Standard) but it will take “more than 12 months.” That
schedule would mean the agency is unlikely to release the next RFS proposal until at
least next June, pushing issuance of the final version toward the end of the 2015
compliance year. EPA has repeatedly fallen behind schedule on releasing the annual RFS
fuel targets, and only last month sent the final 2014 RFS for White House pre-publication
review—the last major step before its publication in the Federal Register. EPA’s notice
underscores long-running industry criticisms that the agency for years has violated a
statutory mandate to issue the annual RFS targets before the compliance year begins.   
Mansfield Oil Co. has merged its retail assets with Empire Petroleum Partners LLC.
The merger will add close to 900 retail store sites and the combined network of dealer-
only stations will include more than 1,200 locations.
U.S. exports of petroleum products reached a monthly record in August as refiners
boosted rates, the American Petroleum Institute (API) said September 19. Shipments of
fuel increased to 4 million barrels a day last month, up 7.5 percent from a year earlier,
according to API’s monthly report. Imports of crude oil dropped 6.2 percent from a
year earlier to 7.6 million barrels a day, the lowest imports for August in 18 years. 
California Governor Jerry Brown recently signed into law several bills designed to
boost use of clean air vehicles in California. One bill allows 15,000 additional electric and
partial zero-emissions vehicles, or 70,000 total vehicles, to get green stickers that allow
driving in carpool lanes, even when driving solo. Another bill requires freeway high-
occupancy toll lane operators to allow clean air vehicles to drive for free or reduced rates.
A third bill requires the property owner, rather than the person leasing it, to install an
electric vehicle charging station and its infrastructure in most cases. California makes up
40 percent of the nation’s electric vehicle sales.
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WASHINGTON STATE STUDYING VAPOR RECOVERY REGULATIONS
The Washington legislature directed the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Committee
(JLARC) to conduct a study of the regulations and registration fees administered by the
Washington Department of Ecology and the local clean air agencies that regulate
businesses that emit gasoline vapors. Additionally, JLARC staff will compare Washington’s
approach to regulating gasoline vapors with the approaches used by other states and the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. SLARC staff will present its preliminary report at
the December 2014 JLARC meeting and the final report at the January 2015 meeting. We
have attached a 2-page summary of JLARC’s Study of Gasoline Vapor Regulation. 


WOMEN-OWNED FIRMS REACHED NEW MILESTONE IN 2014
As of 2014, it is estimated that there are nearly 9.1 million women-owned businesses
generating over $1.4 trillion in annual revenues in the United States. Between 1997 and
2014, when the number of businesses in the United States increased by 47 percent, the
number of women-owned firms increased by 68 percent—nearly 1½ times the national
average. The growth in the number (68 percent), employment (up 11 percent) and
revenues (up 72 percent) of women-owned firms over the past 17 years exceeds the
growth rates of all but the largest publicly traded firms, topping growth rates among all
other privately held businesses over this period. When large, publicly traded firms are
excluded, women-owned firms comprise 31 percent of all privately held firms and
contribute 14 percent of employment and 11 percent of revenues.—The 2014 State of
Women-Owned Businesses Report, commissioned by American Express OPEN.  


Note: Thirty-seven women have joined PEI Women since the formation of the group was
announced September 4. Click here to join. Fee is only $100 for a lifetime membership.


APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS
Hockman-Lewis Limited, West Orange, New Jersey, will open a new regional sales
office in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The office, which will open in November, will be
managed by Matt Davis, Hockman-Lewis’s vice president of sales. Besides growing the
company’s Asian distribution network, Davis will continue to be responsible for sales in
the Middle East and Africa. 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Guatemala distributor. Talleres Soto, S.A., 9 Av. 10-24 Zona 12 Reformita,
Guatemala, Guatemala 01012, has applied for distributor division membership. Victor S.
Soto is project manager for the firm, which was established in 1983. The company
represents AileOilEqp, Catlow, Fueltec, Gilbarco, Goodyear, Nupi, PetroClear and
RedJacket. Talleres Soto also provides construction and maintenance services to its
customers. Sponsored for PEI membership by Kent Reid, VeederR, Simsbury, CT. 
Mexico distributor. Arte Comercializadora de Nuevo Laredo S.A. de C.V., Leona Vicario
#3150, Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas, Mexico, C.P. 88240, has applied for distributor
division membership. Arturo Martinez Morales is president of the firm, which was
established in 1996. The company sells equipment manufactured by CentralIL, Franklin,
Gilbarco, OPW and VeederR. Sponsored for PEI membership by Andrew Knapp, Franklin,
Madison, WI.
Vapor recovery equipment manufacturer. Aereon, 5051 Commerce Crossing Drive,
Louisville, Kentucky 40229, as applied for manufacturer division membership. Teri Lyons
is marketing communications specialist for the firm, which was established in 1979. The
company makes equipment that captures terminal and service station hydrocarbon
vapors which is sold through distributors. Sponsored for PEI membership by Kent Reid,
VeederR, Simsbury, CT. www.aereon.com 
Puerto Rico software developer. Artisoft Laboratories, LLC, 8169 Calle Concordia,
Suite 413, Ponce, Puerto Rico 00717, has applied for affiliate division membership.
Arnaldo Rivera is a software engineer for the firm, which was established in 2011. The
company develops software for gas stations. Sponsored for PEI membership by Ted
Warn, ProgrsElec, Knightdale, NC. www.artisoftlabs.com
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ADMITTED TO PEI


Phillips Sales and Service Inc., McMinnville, TN (dis)
Qingdao Accugauge Instrument Co., Ltd., Qingdao, China (mfr)
Barwood Petro Trading, St. Catherine, Jamaica (S&C)
Fommor S.A., Desamparados De Alajue, Costa Rica (S&C)
George Bryant Construction Inc., Alta Loma, CA (S&C)
Midwest Energy Solutions Inc., Kansas City, KS (S&C)
Petro y Mas, Santo Domingo, Districto Nacion, Dominican Republic (S&C)
Robertson Loia Roof Architects & Engineers, Alpharetta, GA (aff)
Andres Cardona, Servicio Oxnard SA de CV, Ecatepec, Estado de Mexico, Mexico
(O&E)
Ben Zakarian, Zak’s Auto Shack Inc., Twain Harte, CA (O&E)
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: EPA to update fuel review process
Date: Thursday, March 20, 2014 8:11:01 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: EPA to update fuel review process | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: U.S. EPA plans to update its renewable fuel review process with an eye toward cutting
down long approval delays that biofuel producers say have stymied investments.
 
The agency said in a notice posted online that it would make internal processes more efficient and
develop a new step-by-step guidance for petitioners. EPA also plans to launch an automated review
process for previously approved inputs and technologies.
 
"We have determined that improvements should be made to the petition process to enable more
timely and efficient decision-making," EPA said.
 
Through the petition process, EPA assesses the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of new fuel
feedstocks and technologies. Only when a fuel is approved can refiners use it to comply with the
federal renewable fuel standard. Approval is generally seen as a catalyst for next-generation biofuels
because it creates market demand.
 
Since 2010, EPA has received more than 50 petitions from companies spanning a variety of
feedstocks and technologies, including corn ethanol technologies and biofuels made from advanced
feedstocks like giant reed, biomass sorghum and jatropha. The agency has approved 19 pathways
covering both ethanol and advanced biofuels. Thirty-six petitions are currently under review.
 
EPA's process can stretch months, and even years in some cases, for individual fuels. A study last
May found that companies that have petitioned the agency for new next-generation fuel types, or
fuels other than corn ethanol, have had to wait an average of 1.37 years for a decision (Greenwire,
May 28, 2013).
 
The delays have held up projects in the nascent advanced biofuel industry, according to a letter sent
last year to the White House from the Advanced Ethanol Council.
 
"It's absolutely critical for the private investment marketplace to have a transparent, expeditious and
predictable resolution process for all proposed pathways," the council told the White House, "or we
face the prospect of losing these projects to other countries."
 
In its notice, EPA said it believes the updates will improve the "long-term performance" of the
petition process.
 
"Our objectives are a more efficient and transparent process with improved public service," EPA
said.
 



mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=22D4FACCC849406CB979BC1DF70A220D-JUJOHNSO

mailto:OLEMOUSTEveryone@epa.gov





The revamp process should take about six months, the agency said. EPA has asked biofuel
companies to delay submitting new fuel applications until the process is over.
 
EPA, though, said it will continue to review high-priority petitions. Those include fuels that have the
potential to comply with the cellulosic biofuel mandate, or the annual target for fuels made from
agricultural waste, grasses and other plant-based materials. It will also prioritize nonfood feedstocks
and those that are easily dropped into the existing fuel distribution network.
 
Brooke Coleman, executive director of the Advanced Ethanol Council, applauded the agency's action
but warned that a six-month delay is a long time for startups and new technologies.
 
"We will continue to work with EPA to ensure that this process occurs quickly," Coleman said in an
email. "The final product needs to triage effectively and make sure that good projects can continue
to make progress while critical questions about their respective pathways are answered. We cannot
afford to have projects die on the vine or go overseas while waiting for a pathway."








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A government ethics watchdog on Thursday asked for an investigation into the U.S.


Environmental Protection Agency"s proposal to cut federal biofuel use targets for 2014.
Date: Wednesday, May 28, 2014 9:34:45 AM


Outlet Full Name: Reuters - Online
News Text: WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A government ethics watchdog on Thursday asked for an
investigation into the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's proposal to cut federal biofuel use
targets for 2014.
 
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW) said EPA's Inspector General should look
into whether The Carlyle Group and Delta Air Lines improperly influenced the agency's draft rule
issued late last year.
 
The request followed a Reuters report this month about how Carlyle and Delta, owners of two
Philadephia-area oil refineries, worked with policymakers to help convince the administration to
lower the biofuel mandate.
 
"Given that the agency's decision to lower renewable fuel standards is an unprecedented break from
past practices, the public has a right to know whether this decision was based on policy or politics,"
CREW Executive Director Melanie Sloan said in a statement.
 
The draft rule cut the amount of fuels such as corn-based ethanol and soy biodiesel to be used in
2014 to a minimum of 15.21 billion gallons from the 18.15 billion (68.7 billion liters) mandated by a
2007 law. It was the first proposed cut to the overall mandate since the program was created.
 
EPA, which administers the program, said it proposed the cuts because U.S. energy markets cannot
absorb the required levels of biofuel at the current rate of gasoline and diesel usage.
 
Refiners have for years lobbied intensely against the Renewable Fuel Standard, which requires
increasing amounts of biofuels to be blended each year through 2022.
 
Weak gasoline demand has placed the nation on a course with the "blend wall," where the federal
targets will require ethanol to be blended into gasoline at levels higher than the 10 percent mix that
dominates U.S. fueling infrastructure.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: UPDATE 1-USDA chief expects 2014 biofuel use targets to rise
Date: Thursday, September 18, 2014 7:28:58 AM


News Headline: UPDATE 1-USDA chief expects 2014 biofuel use targets to rise | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Reuters - Online
News Text: WASHINGTON, Sept 16 (Reuters) - The Obama administration is committed to eventually
getting U.S. ethanol production to the 15 billion-gallon level envisioned by Congress, U.S. Agriculture
Secretary Thomas Vilsack said on Tuesday.
 
Vilsack also said that proposed cuts to the 2014 mandate were likely to be partially restored, echoing
talk in the biofuel industry over the past few months.
 
Industry analysts do not expect the administration to restore the requirements all the way to levels
set by the federal law. A draft plan released in November, slashing 2014 biofuel use requirements,
rocked the renewable fuel industry, which relies on the mandate to provide a market.
 
The Environmental Protection Agency, which administers the biofuel program, said the cuts were
necessary because U.S. fuel markets could not absorb the levels of biofuel called for by the law. The
EPA cited infrastructure restraints, a problem known as the blend wall.
 
Speaking at a conference sponsored by Growth Energy, a biofuel trade group, Vilsack said he was
"reasonably sure" the 2014 targets would be raised in the final rule, but did not say how much of a
change would be made.
 
Vilsack said the administration was dedicated to expanding annual U.S. ethanol output over time to
15 billion gallons a year. Ethanol production has grown rapidly since the biofuel mandate was
enacted, rising from around 6.5 billion gallons in 2007 to around 13.3 billion gallons in 2013.
 
"At the end of the day to me that's the most important thing: that there is a commitment on the
part of this administration and on the part of the industry to get to 15 billion gallons," Vilsack said.
 
Under the proposed rule for 2014, corn ethanol use was set at around 13 billion gallons. Even with
an increase in the final rule, the target is still expected to fall below the 14.4 billion gallon target set
by Congress.
 
He said any plan to get ethanol output to 15 billion gallons would have to include ways to expand
the number of gasoline stations that can dispense fuel with higher blends of ethanol.
 
The Renewable Fuel Standard requires increasing amounts of ethanol and biodiesel to be mixed into
U.S. fuel supplies each year until 2022.
 
When the law was last updated by Congress in 2007, production of corn ethanol was expected to
peak at 15 billion gallons in 2015 and remain at that level in subsequent years, while use of
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advanced biofuels such as cellulosic ethanol and biodiesel continued to grow.
 
Vilsack said he was not sure how or when corn ethanol use would reach 15 billion gallons, but that
the administration would work with producers to address some of the challenges they face to
reaching that level.
 
Growth Energy members will be meeting with lawmakers and White House officials later on Tuesday
to press their case to keep the RFS intact.
 
The final 2014 plan is currently under review at the White House. It is unclear when the final version
will be made public. (Reporting by Ayesha Rascoe, editing by Ros Krasny and David Gregorio)








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: Ethanol foes visit Hill to press for RFS overhaul
Date: Friday, May 09, 2014 8:47:14 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: Ethanol foes visit Hill to press for RFS overhaul | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Environment & Energy Daily
News Text: Ethanol opponents from the livestock, environmental and small-engine sectors yesterday
stepped up their calls on Congress to either reform or repeal the renewable fuel standard.
 
A group of organizations arrayed under the "Smarter Fuel Future" coalition hit Capitol Hill offices
yesterday afternoon to push for action on RFS bills that have been stalled throughout this
congressional session. They also met with U.S. EPA to urge the agency to stand firm on a proposal to
roll back this year's mandates for ethanol and advanced biofuel use.
 
"Our message is simple: America's engines, environment and food supply are in danger," said Wayne
Allard, a former Colorado Republican representative and senator who voted against the RFS in
Congress and who now is the current vice president for government relations at the American
Motorcyclist Association.
 
The RFS passed into law by Congress in 2007 requires refiners to use increasing amounts of ethanol
and advanced biofuels. The program has been under scrutiny in Washington, D.C., over the last
couple of years largely due to the blend wall, or the limit to the amount of ethanol that can be used
in fueling infrastructure and cars.
 
The groups that flew into D.C. yesterday said they are also concerned about ethanol's role in driving
up feed costs for livestock producers, potential damage to engines from using higher amounts of
ethanol and negative consequences of planting more corn for ethanol.
 
"The law of unintended consequences certainly has taken hold with the renewable fuel standard,"
said Ron O'Connor of HeartLands Conservancy of Illinois, who was at the EPA and Hill meetings.
"What it has done is impact the quality of our water and our soil resources. Those are unintended
consequences that must be adjusted."
 
Ethanol and advanced biofuel groups have pushed back against the criticism. They say that biofuels
are vital for meeting climate change goals, for boosting rural economies and for increasing the
nation's energy independence.
 
EPA is in the final stages of weighing a proposed rule that would scale back both the ethanol and
advanced biofuel targets for this year. EPA has proposed to require that refiners blend or purchase
credits for 15.21 billion gallons of renewable fuels this year, a 16 percent cut compared to the level
set by the 2007 statute. The proposal would set this year's targets below last year's actual
production of both conventional ethanol and advanced biofuels.
 
Regardless of what the agency does, the groups yesterday said they would continue to push
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Congress to take action on the RFS.
 
Rep. Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.), the author of RFS reform and repeal bills, expressed optimism in gaining
traction on the issue in Congress. He said yesterday that there were 216 House members -- enough
for a majority -- on record calling for at least reform of the RFS, whether through public statements
or signatures on letters to the administration.
 
But Byron Dorgan, a former North Dakota senator and co-author of the original renewable fuel
standard, said in an interview yesterday that he believes the RFS maintains popular support in
Congress.
 
"The fight to try to repeal RFS is by those who have never liked renewable fuels, have always
predicted they will not be successful," he said. "I think the RFS is going to be around, and I think it
does have substantial support."
 
Dorgan currently advocates on behalf of the biodiesel industry, which makes an advanced biofuel
out of soybean oil, animal fats and used cooking grease. He said he believes EPA will make
"significant adjustments" upward in the advanced biofuel section of its proposed rule.
 
Allard, the other former lawmaker, acknowledged the push-back from biofuel supporters but said
that, "at the very least," EPA should maintain the levels that it proposed in its rule. He said he thinks
the proposal represents a "middle ground" in the debate over ethanol.
 
"We think the EPA needs to hear more from those parts of our economy that have been adversely
impacted," he said. "It's a pretty large sector of our economy."
 
 
Return to Top








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Walker views mandate on ethanol differently | More on the mandate
Date: Monday, March 16, 2015 7:49:28 AM


News Headline: Walker views mandate on ethanol differently | More on the mandate | Email
 
Outlet Full Name: Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
News Text: politifactwisconsin.com. PolitiFact Wisconsin is a fact-checking operation of the Journal
Sentinel and part of the national PolitiFact network. To see all of our Truth-O-Meter, Walk-O-Meter
and Flip-O-Meter ratings, go to
 
Perhaps no issue is more important to Iowa farmers than the federal requirement that ethanol -
which is often made from corn - be blended into America's gas supply.
 
On March 7, Gov. Scott Walker was among potential 2016 Republican presidential candidates who
visited the Iowa Ag Summit, where attendees wanted to know where each of the would-be
presidents stood on the "ethanol mandate."
 
For Walker, it was an especially interesting question.
 
In 2006, he strongly opposed a state effort to require ethanol use in midgrade gasoline, on the
grounds that the government shouldn't be dictating such rules.
 
In Iowa, he had this to say:
 
"It's an access issue, and so it's something I'm willing to go forward on continuing the Renewable
Fuel Standard and pressing the EPA to make sure there's certainty in terms of the blend levels set,"
Walker said.
 
"Now, long term - we've talked about this before as well - my goal would be to get to a point where
we directly address those market access issues and I think that's a part of the challenge. So that
eventually you didn't need to have a standard."
 
That led some commentators and critics to say he had changed his views.
 
Did he?
 
Corn is king in Iowa, with a large segment of the state's economy devoted to growing and refining
the crop into ethanol.
 
Enacted by Congress in 2005, the Renewable Fuel Standard has attracted support and opposition
from all sides, in often unpredictable alliances. Supporters say the fuel helps reduce our dependence
on foreign oil, supports American farmers and drives down the price at the pump.
 
Opponents include engine-makers and consumer groups who say the blended fuel hurts
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performance, wastes a valuable food product and needlessly drives up the price at the pump.
 
Free market advocates oppose the government mandate that covers ethanol.
 
In 2006, when Walker was Milwaukee County executive and weighing a gubernatorial run, he fell
cleanly in this camp when it came to ethanol mandates.
 
Walker took to his blog and radio airwaves to rip a proposed state ethanol mandate.
 
"Mandates on individuals and businesses are bad for job growth and prosperity," Walker said in one
blog post directed at state Senate Republicans. "I ask that you remember this when voting on the
ethanol mandate today."
 
In another he cited former President Ronald Reagan in his critique.
 
"Republican lawmakers should remember the principles of Ronald Reagan," Walker wrote. "He
warned that government is not the answer to our problems, but too often the problem is the
government. The recent legislation to impose a mandate on the use of ethanol is a good example."
 
And the Wisconsin State Journal dug up this 2006 statement, that indicated Walker's interests were
broader than the Wisconsin bill: "Mandates hurt Wisconsin's working families, and whether they are
from Washington or Madison, we as fiscal conservatives should oppose them."
 
How does that compare to the comments in Iowa in 2015?
 
We asked AshLee Strong, spokeswoman for Our American Revival, the group Walker created in
anticipation of his campaign for president, to explain Walker's position on ethanol mandates.
 
"Speaking directly to the RFS as a potential candidate he has not and does not support the passage
of new laws that require a specific percentage of ethanol use," Strong said in an email.
 
"He believes consumer choice should drive ethanol use, but first the EPA has to uphold the law on
the books and set the level. Then, given the opportunity, he would work to address the root problem
of market access and phase out the ethanol mandate. Additionally, he wouldn't get rid of it on day
one because there's a level of certainty that farmers and producers depend on and we have to
factor that in when phasing it out."
 
In summary: Walker opposed a state law that would have mandated the use of ethanol. He now says
he supports, for now, the federal law that for 2014 set a national target of 15.21 billion gallons of
ethanol be produced and blended into gasoline.
 
We define a Half Flip as a partial change in position or inconsistent statements on an issue.
 
That's what we see here.
 







Gov. Scott Walker,
 
Republican
 
On support for ethanol mandates
 
New campaign, new position
 








PEI/NACS Las Vegas, Hawai'i Retraining, Ethanol, Earthquakes View this email in your browser


What’s Wrong with
This Picture?


Classes &


From: UST Training
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: UST Training News Mid-Sept 2014
Date: Wednesday, September 17, 2014 6:01:12 AM



http://us4.campaign-archive1.com/?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=1ac5bdc772&e=1dde6e7857

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=81087359dc&e=1dde6e7857

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=ef94b9a11a&e=1dde6e7857

mailto:Ben.Thomas@USTtraining.com

mailto:Smith.TimR@epa.gov





See you at the PEI
NACS Show Oct. 8-


Events
View all >


October 2014


PEI Show at NACS
Las Vegas, NV
October 7-10, 2014
Plan a meeting with
Ben Thomas at PEI


May 2015


UST Boot Camp
Great for UST
inspectors and
compliance officers
May 12-15, 2015
Saukville, WI
Seating is limited!


Training by the
Steel Tank Institute


Follow links for dates,
locations and pricing


Email Your Answer Register Now


Register Now
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10 in Las Vegas
Are you attending this year’s PEI NACS show in
Las Vegas? If so, and you’d like to meet with Ben
Thomas, drop him a line so you can schedule a
time to meet.


The show is so big that it’s easy to miss people so
we encourage you to plan something now.


Have a training question, a UST regulations
concern, or just want to chat over a cup of c-store
coffee? Email Ben Thomas or call 866-301-8265
and set something up today. See you at the show!


Hawai’i Class C UST
Operator Refresher
Coming Up
Aloha Hawai’i Class C UST operators!


2014 STI SP001
Aboveground Tank
System Inspector
Training


STI Cathodic
Protection Testing
Classes


More Info
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A gentle reminder your certification must be
renewed every 12 months. So start thinking about
taking the refresher training. It’s easy!


1. We send you a reminder 30 days before
expiration


2. Log in to your account at USTtraining.com
3. Under the Actions box on the right click


Reset
4. Our system saves your old certification and


prompts you to buy a new Class C course
5. Take and pass the course, print and store


your new certificate


Any questions about renewals please contact us
at 866-301-8265 or email us today.


How NOT to manage
your UST system


More Info
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Recent news bites about UST Enforcement 
(Courtesy PEI Tulsa Letter 9/4/14 Vol. 64 No. 18)


TEN YEAR OLD UST VIOLATION SAGA ENDS
WITH PAYMENT OF OVER $2.8 MILLION


In Sept. 2004, the EPA filed an administrative
complaint against Duncan Petroleum Corp.,
Dover, Delaware, citing violations of federal
regulations designed to detect and prevent leaks
from underground storage tanks (USTs) at five
Maryland gasoline stations...


U.S. EPA FINES FOUR GAS STATION
OWNERS $287,100 IN PENALTIES FOR UST
VIOLATIONS


The U.S. EPA has fined four gas station owners in
upstate New York a total of $287,100 in penalties
for violations of federal underground storage tank
regulations...


(Photo CC BY-SA 3.0 by Versageek)


Keep Reading
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The next big concern
with today’s UST
systems: Ethanol
Based on some reports as well as personal eye
witness accounts. we’ve seen an increase of
corrosion being caused by the introduction of
ethanol into the nation’s gasoline and stored in
underground storage tanks.


The National Institute of Standards and
Technology recently published this article
highlighting the problem.


Keep Reading
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Assessing
Underground
Storage Tanks for
Earthquake Damage
In light of the August 24, 2014 earthquake in
Napa, California State Water Board staff have
prepared a guide to assess underground storage
tanks for earthquake damage.


Following a substantial earthquake it is important
to examine all underground storage tank (UST)
systems for damage. A damaged or improperly
operating UST system can pose a significant risk
to human health, safety, and the environment.


Keep Reading
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Free UST Resource
Now Available
UST Training continues to offer creative ways to
help get the right information into the hands of
UST operators who want to do the best job
possible preventing leaks and spills.


Now whether you’re a long time customer, a first-
timer, or just visiting our web site, you can
download this super helpful bundle of important
UST documents.


Copyright © 2014 UST Training, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because of your relationship with UST Training. 


Our mailing address is: 
UST Training
PO Box 1591
Langley, WA 98260


Add us to your address book


unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences  


Download Now
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: House bill seeks to revoke corn ethanol mandate
Date: Monday, June 16, 2014 7:44:03 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: House bill seeks to revoke corn ethanol mandate | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: Rep. James Lankford (R-Okla.), the chairman of a key energy policy subpanel, introduced
legislation yesterday that would remove the corn ethanol requirement of the federal renewable fuel
standard and mandate that all biofuels in the standard come from domestic sources.
 
H.R. 4849, the "Phantom Fuels Elimination Act", would reverse the RFS's directive that oil companies
blend a certain number of ethanol gallons in the fuel supply each year. Last year, that amount was
13.8 billion gallons. U.S. EPA is deliberating the final RFS volumes for 2014 after a controversial
proposed rule in November lowered the mandate for ethanol for the first time since the RFS's
inception.
 
"It is increasingly clear the RFS is not meeting its original purpose of achieving American energy
independence, and its impossible mandates are needlessly overburdening American consumers,
energy refiners and producers," said Lankford, who leads the House Oversight and Government
Reform Subcommittee on Energy Policy, Health Care and Entitlements.
 
The bill would also ban advanced biofuels, which include biodiesel and sugar cane ethanol, made
outside of the United States. That is an attempt to limit the flow of Brazilian ethanol, which unlike
corn ethanol qualifies as an advanced fuel because it emits less greenhouse gases over its life cycle.
 
Lankford said he calls these fuels "phantom fuels" because Americans don't want them, or don't
know that they exist.
 
"We found that fuel blenders scrambled to comply with the RFS regulation," he said. The term
"phantom fuels" has been used by the oil industry to describe cellulosic biofuels, fuels from
perennial grasses, agricultural and forestry waste, and other inedible plant material that has proved
difficult to produce at commercial scale.
 
Lankford, who is running in a special Senate primary this year in Oklahoma, a large oil-producing
state, also said that ethanol prices are rising in comparison to those of increasingly abundant fossil
fuels.
 
The RFS requires oil refiners to blend 36 billion gallons per year by 2022. The 2007 Energy
Independence and Security Act authorizes EPA to set annual volumes for conventional corn ethanol,
advanced biofuels, biomass-based diesel and cellulosic biofuels.
 
The RFS has been criticized by the oil industry, which says that too much ethanol in the fuel supply
could damage engines. Livestock producers have also come out against the RFS, saying it raises the
price of corn and animal feed. Some environmental groups opposed the standard for corn ethanol's
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impacts on the environment.
 
The Renewable Fuels Association, a biofuel trade association, came out strongly against the
legislation.
 
"Rep. Lankford suggests ethanol is a 'phantom fuel,'" said Bob Dinneen, president and CEO of the
Renewable Fuels Association. "There is more than enough ethanol to meet the RFS. If it didn't exist,
the oil companies wouldn't be fighting so hard to protect their monopoly over the nation's fuel
supply."
 
Dinneen also countered Lankford's claim that ethanol is becoming more expensive than oil, saying
that ethanol is 50 to 60 cents cheaper than traditional gasoline.
 
"Ethanol stretches the domestic fuel supply and reduces the amount of petroleum needed in our
gasoline, ultimately lowering the cost of crude oil," he said.
 
 
Return to Top








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Why is the EPA stalling on ethanol
Date: Monday, July 14, 2014 7:16:14 AM


News Headline: Editorial: Why is the EPA stalling on ethanol? | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Chicago Tribune - Online
News Text: The rollback of a government mandate was promised Ethanol manufacturers have long
maintained that government subsidies to their industry pay off for consumers in the form of lower
gas prices. Not so fast. The Congressional Budget Office recently determined that the feds' ethanol
targets will push gas prices higher.
 
The Environmental Protection Agency, under a rule known as the Renewable Fuel Standard, requires
oil refiners to blend a huge amount of ethanol into the nation's gasoline supply. The EPA target for
ethanol is scheduled to rise sharply in coming years. The CBO projects that will send the price of
gasoline up 26 cents a gallon by 2017.
 
The EPA has proposed a reduction in the target, but hasn't actually done so yet. More on that in a
minute.
 
A sluggish economy and welcome fuel-economy advances have combined to reduce gasoline
demand. But the EPA still sets a target for how much renewable fuel is used. The current target calls
for more ethanol, and that's likely to push the standard fuel blend above 10 percent ethanol.
Dumping in a significantly higher proportion of ethanol risks damage to older automotive engines
and could require infrastructure modifications at gas stations.
 
Fuel refiners and blenders could be stuck meeting their EPA obligations by selling fuel made up of 85
percent ethanol (known as E-85) at a loss, or by purchasing ethanol credits, which are traded like
commodities, from other petroleum dealers. Those extra costs would be passed on to motorists in
higher fuel prices, the CBO found.
 
The Renewable Fuel Standard also requires more use of so-called advanced biofuels. Nearly all the
ethanol produced in the U.S. today comes from corn â€” roughly 40 percent of the nation's largest
cash crop gets burned up in gas tanks. Congress approved the RFS mostly to encourage commercial
production of ethanol from inedible ingredients such as grass or wood chips.
 
That idea has flopped. Very little of this next-generation ethanol is available commercially. The
outlook is bleak for ramping up production. Yet under the law, refiners and blenders are required to
boost their use of this scarce fuel, which adds more unnecessary costs.
 
Last year, the EPA appeared to recognize the problem it was creating and it proposed to lower the
Renewable Fuel Standard. The target is scheduled to rise from 16.55 billion gallons in 2013 to 18.15
billion gallons in 2014. The revised target would be 15.21 billion gallons in 2014.That's a sound, if
modest, adjustment. But it set off alarms among the business interests that benefit from
government support of ethanol. The crop farming and renewable fuel lobbyists have ramped up
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pressure on the EPA to reverse itself and force consumers to buy more ethanol, no matter what the
cost or consequences.
 
In the midst of all the political pressure, the EPA has stalled. The agency long ago missed a Nov. 30
deadline to set the final standard. It still hasn't issued a final decision, though we are halfway
through 2014.
 
The resulting uncertainty has left the motor fuel industry in the lurch. By making it impossible for
fuel blenders to plan in a timely manner, the EPA's inaction has raised costs for them and
consumers. Depending on what the agency eventually decides to do, it could temporarily disrupt
fuel supplies.
 
The EPA needs to resolve this now. But the ultimate answer lies with Congress. It's time to end the
Renewable Fuel Standard.
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Save 50% on our 11th
Anniversary! June 23


June 23 marks the
11th Anniversary of
Ben Thomas providing
the nation’s very first
state approved Class
A/B UST operator
training class in
Portland Oregon.
That’s right: the very
first one.


To celebrate our 11 nonstop years of preventing
leaking USTs, we are offering a 50% discount to our
faithful customers between June 20-23, 2014. Stop by
for the discount code a few days beforehand or wait for it
in our next email!


USTs, even on vacation
 


Took a few days off
and camped at Fort


 
June 2014
 
2014 UST Conference
National Institute of Storage
Tank Management
Hilton Alexandria Mark Center
Alexandria, VA (DC)
June 17
Stop by our booth!
Register now
Agenda
 


July 2014


CNMI Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Tentatively held at PIC
Saipan, CNMI
July 29  8am-5pm
Register now
 


August 2014


Guam Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Beginner and refresher
classes coming soon
Tentatively held at Guam
Hilton
Tamuning, Guam
First week of August
Register soon


September 2014


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
George Fox University
Portland
September 16  8am- 3pm
Register now


October 2014


PEI Show at NACS
Las Vegas NV
October 7-10
Register now


Training by the Steel
Tank Institute


2014 STI SP001
Aboveground Tank System
Inspector Training


EMAIL YOUR ANSWER
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Stevens on the
Oregon Coast. Even
there, on the furthest
reaches of the
continental western
US, I can’t get away
from UST reminders.


Free Kentucky UST Training


Kentucky provides free online training for their
Designated Compliance Managers (DCM’s) which is the
state term for combined Class A and B UST operators.
UST Training helped develop this very cool, customized
training that only gives you the training lessons you need.
If you’re a Kentucky UST owner or operator, and haven’t
taken the training, register now!


Most common UST violations
are…


STI Cathodic Protection
Testing Classes
 
 


REGISTER NOW
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ASTSWMO recently published a report summarizing the
most common UST violations in the US. The report
combed though a staggering 32,000+ violations
nationwide between 2010 and 2012. The report found
the top three violation areas:


US Virgin Islands
Class A/B UST operator
training now online


READ MORE
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We now offer Class A/B UST Operator Training for the
US Virgin Islands (USVI). All UST operators on St.
Thomas, St. Croix and St. John can take our national
Class A/B UST operator course to meet the requirements
of USVI’s DPNR UST Program.


10 things you might not know
about UST Training
 


How well do you
know your
training
company?
Did you know
these ten
things?
Read on!
 


1. Our online training is good forever. Once you
have an online account with us, it’s available
forever. So when you buy, say, a Class A/B online
course, you can come back to view to review your
course as often as you like. And there’s no cost to
review or reprint a certificate or handout.


READ MORE
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2. We offer free regulatory support. Call or email us
anytime or send us a picture of something you
don’t understand. We love to troubleshoot. If your
question can be answered in less than 5 minutes
(98% of the time), it’s free on us.


Arizona Class A/B UST
Operator Training


We offer a national version of our Class A/B operator
training for states that do not have official UST training
regulations yet. We suggest using our national course in
the following states and territories:


American Samoa
Arizona*
Nebraska
Missouri
New Jersey
New York
US Virgin Islands


READ MORE


READ MORE
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Free compliance assistance for
our customers
UST Training offers free technical and regulatory
advice to our customers and has done so since Ben
Thomas trained the nation’s first state-approved UST
Operator training course in Portland, Oregon in 2003.
Graduates of our training courses have full access to top
national experts who are not only happy to explain UST
regulations but can help you determine what is best for
you at your particular site. Contact us at 866-301-8265
or info@USTtraining.com
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: Industry faults "methodology" behind EPA"s proposed mandate
Date: Monday, May 19, 2014 9:33:31 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: Industry faults 'methodology' behind EPA's proposed mandate | 
 
Outlet Full Name: E&E News PM
News Text: U.S. EPA must address the "methodological problem" with its November proposal that
would scale back refiners' renewable fuel requirements, advanced biofuels companies today told
President Obama.
 
In proposing to lower this year's mandates for ethanol and advanced biofuels use, EPA relied on a
new interpretation of "supply" that flies in the face of the law and legislative history, the companies
wrote. Advanced biofuel producers stand to lose investment if the methodology remains in place in
the final rule, even if EPA raises its targets for biofuel use, the letter says.
 
"The administration's new methodology would actually scuttle U.S. investment in advanced, low-
carbon biofuels," the companies wrote.
 
The letter was signed by major players in advanced biofuels -- including Abengoa Bioenergy, DuPont
and POET-DSM Advanced Biofuels -- along with several smaller companies in various stages of
scaling up advanced biofuel technology. The Advanced Ethanol Council and Biotechnology Industry
Organization led the effort.
 
The 2007 statute that created the current renewable fuel standard (RFS) gave EPA the authority to
lower annual biofuel mandates if the agency determines that they will result in severe economic
harm or if there is an "inadequate domestic supply" of fuels to meet the mandates.
 
EPA relied on the latter to propose a cut of 16 percent in ethanol and advanced biofuel usage this
year compared with the level set out in the 2007 Energy Independence and Security Act (E&ENews
PM, Nov. 15, 2013). The agency is expected to send a final version of the rule to the White House for
review.
 
The agency interpreted supply to mean the amount of biofuels that reach the consumer, as opposed
to the amount of fuels available for refiners to use. EPA said that the array of infrastructure
impediments known as the blend wall was barring renewable fuels from entering the market.
 
"The EPA is interpreting supply as supply to the consumer because we think the purpose of the RFS
is to reduce GHG emissions, and those GHG emissions get reduced when they're used," Christopher
Grundler, director of EPA's Office of Transportation and Air Quality, said at a recent appearance at
an ethanol industry conference.
 
Since the proposal was first released in a leaked form, biofuel backers have urged EPA to raise the
targets for all categories of biofuels. They have said that the definition of "supply" used by the
agency would not hold up in court.
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The companies today reiterated those concerns and said that increasing the numbers without also
addressing the methodological concern would not provide relief for next-generation fuel producers.
 
"This interpretation has the practical effect of handing the future trajectory of the RFS to the oil
industry by virtue of the fact that the oil industry itself controls the distribution of fuel to
consumers," the companies wrote. "Simply put, the proposal converts obligated parties under the
Clean Air Act into non-obligated parties."
 
Separately, dozens of Iowa renewable fuel and agriculture advocates today wrote to Vice President
Joe Biden in response to a Reuters article this week that detailed a meeting between Biden and Rep.
Robert Brady (R-Pa.). Acting on behalf of an alternative asset management firm that had purchased
two oil refineries in his district, the congressman urged the administration to reduce renewable fuel
standard targets.
 
"This has already become a full-blown campaign issue in Iowa in 2014, and it will be a major issue for
every candidate who visits Iowa in 2016," the letter to Biden says. "This is a crucial juncture for
America's renewable fuel industry, and we cannot allow the oil industry to dominate the debate or
bully our political leaders into backtracking to greater foreign oil dependence."
 








Wishing you a merry Christmas
and a safe and spill free 2016.
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Where is your tank monitor
located?
 


Here’s a few of our favorites. As
a Class A/B operator we hope
you know where yours is
located. Have any originals
you’d like to share? Email us
at info@USTtraining.com and
get a free training coupon


May 2014


Montana DEQ UST
Inspector Training
Helena MT
May 14-15
Private class


June 2014
 
Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
George Fox University
Portland OR
June 3
8 am – 3 pm Pacific Time
Register Now


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Pendleton Convention Center
1601 Westgate
Pendleton, OR
June 11
8 am – 3 pm Pacific Time
Register now (Need sufficient
enrollment)


October 2014


PEI Show at NACS
Las Vegas NV
October 7-10
Register now


Training by the Steel
Tank Institute


2014 STI SP001
Aboveground Tank System
Inspector Training


STI Cathodic Protection
Testing Classes
 
 


EMAIL YOUR ANSWER
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voucher.


Class A/B Operator Training
in Saipan in July


UST Training recently won the contract to return to
the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas
Islands to do another live Class AB course in Saipan.
The proposed date is July 31 with the exact venue TBD.
We trained most of the operators there in 2012 and this
class is a refresher as required by the CNMI Bureau of
Environmental and Coastal Quality. Check out our Tank
Savvy Video from 2012. There’s only one class for all the
operators among the three islands (about 40-50 folks) so
stay tuned for details.


What’s Your Passion? Mine’s
UST Systems


READ MORE
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Not everyone can say they started their career by
climbing into an excavation pit containing a leaking
underground storage tank but I guess I wasn’t destined
to follow convention. The year was 1986, and, armed with
a hard hat, a Buck knife, a Chevy Chevette and a gas
explosion meter, I found myself overseeing UST removals
in Vermont, one of the first states with UST rules. From
1989 to 1995 I oversaw cleanup of leaking USTs for...


US Virgin Islands
Class A/B UST operator
training now online


READ MORE
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We now offer Class A/B UST Operator Training for the
US Virgin Islands (USVI). All UST operators on St.
Thomas, St. Croix and St. John can take our national
Class A/B UST operator course to meet the requirements
of USVI’s DPNR UST Program.


Spotlight: Steel Tank Institute


You may not know it but the Steel Tank Institute or STI
has been around since 1916 acting as the nation’s trade
association leader for the fabricators of steel construction
products and their suppliers. In the UST world, if you see
a tank with the STI logo on it you know it has been
manufactured to today’s STI standards...


10 things you might not know
about UST Training
 


How well do you
know your
training


READ MORE


READ MORE
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company?
Did you know
these ten
things?
Read on!
 


1. Our online training is good forever. Once you
have an online account with us, it’s available
forever. So when you buy, say, a Class A/B online
course, you can come back to view to review your
course as often as you like. And there’s no cost to
review or reprint a certificate or handout.


2. We offer free regulatory support. Call or email us
anytime or send us a picture of something you
don’t understand. We love to troubleshoot. If your
question can be answered in less than 5 minutes
(98% of the time), it’s free on us.


Arizona Class A/B UST
Operator Training


READ MORE
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We offer a national version of our Class A/B operator
training for states that do not have official UST training
regulations yet. We suggest using our national course in
the following states and territories:


American Samoa
Arizona*
Nebraska
Missouri
New Jersey
New York
US Virgin Islands


Pendleton Live Class A/B
course June 11


The Oregon Petroleum Association’s 2014 Pendleton
Membership Meeting is coming up June 10-11 at the
Oxford Suites. We can offer another live Class A/B
UST Operator Training course on June 11 which
sufficient enrollment. Do you need Class A/B training
in Eastern Oregon? Let us know ASAP. Also valid in
Washington. Call 866-301-8265 or email us. You don’t
have to be an OPA member to register but OPA members
do get a discount.
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Free compliance assistance for
our customers
UST Training offers free technical and regulatory
advice to our customers and has done so since Ben
Thomas trained the nation’s first state-approved UST
Operator training course in Portland, Oregon in 2003.
Graduates of our training courses have full access to top
national experts who are not only happy to explain UST
regulations but can help you determine what is best for
you at your particular site. Contact us at 866-301-8265
or info@USTtraining.com
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: Oil trade groups ask court to place RFS challenges on hold
Date: Wednesday, April 16, 2014 7:15:42 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: Oil trade groups ask court to place RFS challenges on hold | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: Two oil trade groups have asked a federal court to place a hold on their challenges to a
U.S. EPA rule that set the amount of renewable fuel that refiners had to use last year.
 
In a motion filed late Friday, the American Petroleum Institute and American Fuel & Petrochemical
Manufacturers said they wanted to hold off on the lawsuit until the agency finishes independently
reconsidering the rule. EPA has joined with the oil trade groups on the motion.
 
The motion also asks the court to separate challenges by API and AFPM from a lawsuit brought by
Monroe Energy LLC, a small refiner owned by Delta Air Lines Inc. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit combined all the lawsuits into one case last year (Greenwire, Oct. 16,
2013).
 
EPA in August proposed a 2013 renewable fuel standard that required refiners to blend 16.55 billion
ethanol-equivalent gallons of renewable fuel into petroleum gasoline and diesel. Of that total, 13.8
billion gallons was to be conventional ethanol and 2.75 billion gallons was to be of advanced biofuel
not made from corn.
 
API and AFPM challenged the targets last year, arguing that EPA overshot its estimation of how
much cellulosic biofuel -- an advanced biofuel made from agricultural residue, grasses and other
plant materials -- would be produced.
 
The oil trade groups also argued that EPA released its final rule eight months late and had made two
changes that caught refiners by surprise: The agency used updated fuel consumption data and
granted an exemption to a small refinery. Both actions increased the renewable fuel burden for
refiners and came without proper notification, the oil trade groups argued.
 
The court has already put the cellulosic challenge on hold, as EPA announced earlier this year that it
would initiate formal reconsideration proceedings of the cellulosic target.
 
The move by the oil groups and EPA to also delay the rest of the challenges does not come as a
surprise, as an attorney for API hinted last week in front of the D.C. Circuit that it would work with
EPA on the issue (Greenwire, April 7).
 
The oil trade groups said they would decide whether to go forward with the court case within 30
days after EPA issues its reconsidered rule.
 
Monroe, Delta's refinery, does not oppose the motion. Monroe has challenged EPA's rule on the
grounds that it allegedly caused refiners to breach the "blend wall," the term for the practical limit to
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the amount of ethanol that can be blended into gasoline.
 
 
Return to Top








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: : Klobuchar, Iowa senator press for probe of report that oil companies blocked ethanol |
Date: Friday, July 11, 2014 7:03:13 AM


News Headline: Klobuchar, Iowa senator press for probe of report that oil companies blocked
ethanol | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Forum - Online, The
News Text: WASHINGTON - Two U.S. farm-state senators on Wednesday urged federal regulators to
investigate allegations raised by a biofuel trade group that the oil industry uses "strong arm tactics"
to prevent widespread use of higher blends of ethanol in gasoline.
 
A report from the Renewable Fuels Association this week said major oil companies have discouraged
the sale of ethanol at levels of 15 percent per gallon (E15) and 85 percent per gallon (E85) at retail
stations, by using distribution contracts that make it expensive or nearly impossible for franchises to
offer the blends. (RFA report: http://bit.ly/1mIvQi9)
 
Senators Amy Klobuchar, a Democrat from Minnesota, and Chuck Grassley, a Republican from Iowa,
said on Wednesday that the report bolstered the case for theFederal Trade Commission to evaluate
whether the oil industry has engaged in anti-competitive practices.
 
"This new report underscores the need for the FTC to look into these allegations, and I will continue
pushing to ensure that consumers have access to the cheaper, cleaner fuels they deserve,"
Klobuchar, who chairs the Senate Judiciary Committee's antirust panel, said in a statement.
 
The Renewable Fuel Standard requires increasing amounts of ethanol and biodiesel to be blended
into U.S. fuel supplies through 2022.
 
Higher blends of ethanol at the pump are needed to avoid the so called "blend wall," the point when
federal law will require the use of more ethanol than can be absorbed at the 10 percent per gallon
level that dominates U.S. gasoline stations.
 
Oil companies, who have long called for repeal of the biofuel mandate, say retailers have been
reluctant to sell E15 due to concerns that it could harm engines in older vehicles, and that consumer
do not want to buy the product.
 
Without infrastructure to accommodate the widespread sale of E15, refiners have said they would
be forced to sell less gasoline or export more refined products to meet the law's requirements.
 
Klobuchar and Grassley have pressed the FTC for almost a year to probe whether oil industry
practices regarding ethanol violate antitrust laws. It is unclear if the agency has taken action on the
matter.
 
The RFA report found that independent, or unbranded, retail gas stations were four to six times
more likely to offer E85 and 40 times more likely to carry E15 gasoline than stations associated with
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major oil company brands.
 
“Big oil interests can't argue for repeal of the RFS because it doesn't work when they're the ones
responsible for ensuring that consumers don't have the choice for higher ethanol blends," Grassley
said.
 
He also blasted the Environmental Protection Agency for a draft plan that would slash 2014 biofuel
use targets in light of the looming blend wall, saying the agency had "fallen for Big Oil's rhetoric."








From: Burnell, Susan
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: UST training
Date: Friday, February 05, 2016 9:43:28 AM


Hi Tim –
 
I have a new R6 tanks employee looking for UST and LUST training.  I looked at the NEWIPCC
website.  They have archived training videos including the RCRA Inspectors 101.  Is that the same as
the RCRA inspectors training that NEIWPCC puts on every once in a while.  They have a note on their
website under the main training resources page saying the Inspector training is not currently
available and to contact you.  So I wondered if they were different trainings. 
 
Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave (5401R)
Washington DC  20460
703-603-9231 Beginning January 19, 2016, my new phone number will be 202-564-0766
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: RFS rollback would undermine U.S. climate goals
Date: Friday, May 09, 2014 8:48:47 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: RFS rollback would undermine U.S. climate goals -- industry | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: A recent proposal to roll back federal renewable fuel mandates would undermine the
Obama administration's efforts to address climate change, the biofuels industry told President
Obama today.
 
U.S. EPA's proposed rollback is at odds with the National Climate Assessment, released earlier this
week, which called for action to prevent a wide range of likely climate change impacts, a group of
biofuels companies and trade groups wrote in a letter to Obama.
 
The proposal would reduce refiners' biofuels requirements this year by 16 percent compared to the
level set by the 2007 statute that created the renewable fuel standard. The proposal would set this
year's targets for ethanol and advanced biofuels below last year's actual production levels.
 
"It represents a significant step backward in your effort to confront climate change," the groups
wrote.
 
Abengoa Bioenergy, the Advanced Ethanol Council, the Biotechnology Industry Organization,
DuPont, Royal DSM, Growth Energy, the National Corn Growers Association, Novozymes A/S, the
Renewable Fuels Association and POET LLC signed the letter.
 
The letter highlights studies finding that adding biofuels to petroleum-based fuel reduces the
greenhouse gas emissions of the transportation sector. A 2012 study by Argonne National
Laboratory found that corn ethanol emissions are 34 percent lower than those of gasoline.
 
Reducing renewable fuel mandates would lead to higher emissions because it would lead to more
petroleum being used in transportation fuel, the groups wrote, echoing a recent analysis by the
Biotechnology Industry Organization (Greenwire, March 26). About 10 percent of the gasoline supply
today is ethanol.
 
The proposal, which EPA says would put federal biofuels policy on a "manageable trajectory," would
also stymie next-generation biofuels that have greater greenhouse gas benefits than corn ethanol,
the letter says.
 
"The question comes down to whether we want to rely more on foreign oil, or more on clean,
renewable American made biofuels," the letter said.
 
The emissions benefits of biofuels have been called into question by environmentalists and some
academics. A study last year by the University of Michigan and backed by the Department of Energy
found that today's life-cycle analyses fail to capture the full greenhouse gas impacts of biofuels
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(Greenwire, Sept. 26).
 
More recently, a separate DOE-backed study called into question emissions benefits from producing
cellulosic biofuels from cornstalks, husks and other agricultural wastes (Greenwire, April 21).
 








From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Haerer, Ryan; Gerber, Linda; Barolo, Mark
Subject: new E15 and E85 stations
Date: Tuesday, September 09, 2014 11:55:13 AM


Looks like Florida might be doing a lot of compatibility checking in their future inspections.  – Carolyn
 
 
 
Protec Fuel to open 28 stations offering E15 and E85
Industry news
Posted / Last update: 03-09-2014
Florida-based Protec Fuel has announced plans for a multi-phase rollout of E15 and E85 in the southern
portion of the U.S. The company will initially open 28 stations offering both E15 and E85 across the South
and Southeast regions of the country, including communities in Texas, Florida and Virginia. Those stations
are expected to be complete in the first quarter of next year
See also:
Protec Fuels
Protec Fuels is a distribution and management company that provides ethanol blends and is an ethanol blends station
installer. According to Growth Energy, the company currently supplies more than 200 E85 stations either directly or
through distribution partners. While retailers for the current phase have been identified, Protec Fuels said future
stages of the initiative are still in development.


"Because of the success of our retailers who have offered E85 in the past, our retail customers are asking us for
E15," said Todd Garner, CEO of Protec Fuel. "With our proven expertise in the field, it's natural for us to help meet
the demand of many convenience store retailers - large and small - who want to offer products different than their
competitors. Further, this can aid in helping to meet the renewable fuel standard blend wall, after market
concentration of E10.”


Tom Buis, CEO of Growth Energy, has spoken out in support of Protec Fuel’s announcement. “Protec is offering
consumers a choice and savings at the pump and breaking into new markets in the South by opening 28 E15 and
E85 stations in Atlanta, Houston, San Antonio, Dallas, Virginia and Florida,” he said.


“Bottom line-consumer demand for homegrown, high performance, low cost fuels cannot be ignored,” Buis
continued. “E15 continues to spread across the nation and Protec is a leader in a larger movement that will increase
E15’s footprint across our nation, finally ending Big Oil’s stranglehold on the liquid fuels marketplace.”


 
 


From: PetrolPlazaNews [mailto:info@petrolplaza.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 05, 2014 11:04 AM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Subject: Headlines of the week - Week 36, 2014 Issue
 
Headlines of the week | Week 36, 2014 Issue
 
 
05-09-2014


Tokheim increases presence at NACS 2014 - Products and Services for North ... Read more


 
PDQ Manufacturing, Inc., employees take part in The ALS Association’s ... Read more
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Anheuser-Busch converts Houston truck fleet to alternative fuel vehicles Read more


 
Shell opens first petrol station Starbucks - in the Netherlands Read more


 


04-09-2014


Fast charging is driving a global boom of electric car sales Read more


 
Kalibrate launches new cloud-based solution Read more


 
Construction underway at Coles Express Read more


 
Air BP acquires Couche-Tard‘s aviation fuel business in Northern ... Read more


 


03-09-2014


Protec Fuel to open 28 stations offering E15 and E85 Read more


 
Estonia's retail sales grew at the fastest pace in nearly ... Read more


 
Rosneft has restarted the Achinsk oil refinery after fatal fire Read more


 
Speedway at Mentor, USA, to start over at busy corner Read more


 


02-09-2014


Management changes at Westfalen AG Read more


 
Reliance Industries fuel stations will start selling diesel by October Read more


 
Chevron expands ‘Fuel Your School’ programme to help fund ... Read more


 
EU assigns €95million for Netherlands infrastructure projects Read more


 


01-09-2014


SOCAR to grow its petrol station network in Georgia Read more
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Petrol stations in Viet Nam get safe tank upgrade Read more


 
Couple from Marshall, USA, win free fuel from Cenex Read more


 
Circle K breaks ground on new flagship 4,500 square-foot convenience store ... Read more
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From: Burnell, Susan
To: Deitz, Rachel
Subject: left a CD on your desk near your monitor
Date: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 3:02:00 PM


It contains the PA access database from the backlog study for the MTBE FOIA.
 
Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave (5401R)
Washington DC  20460
Beginning January 19, 2016, my new phone number will be 202-564-0766
 
 



mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=4C4EA7FA4FF24558854EBE0F08990C0B-BURNELL, SUSAN

mailto:Deitz.Rachel@epa.gov






From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: Stabenow wants colleagues to "hear the positive story about biofuels"
Date: Tuesday, April 08, 2014 7:50:00 AM


BIOFUELS: Stabenow wants colleagues to 'hear the positive story about biofuels' | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Environment & Energy Daily
News Text: As the Obama administration weighs lowering the federal renewable fuels mandate, a
Senate panel this week plans to bring industry officials to Capitol Hill to highlight accomplishments in
advanced biofuels.
 
Senate Agriculture Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.) said that the purpose of the hearing,
which will feature both manufacturers of advanced biofuels and the industries that use the fuels, is
to "broadly talk about the exciting things" being done in the biofuels space.
 
Stabenow, whose state is one of the leaders in bio-based manufacturing, has been a staunch
opponent of U.S. EPA's recent proposal to roll back this year's mandate for both conventional
ethanol and advanced biofuels.
 
EPA in November proposed a 16 percent reduction in total renewable fuels compared with the levels
set out in the 2007 statute that created the renewable fuel standard. The agency cited limits to the
amount of ethanol that can be used in gasoline and a slower-than-anticipated ramp-up of advanced
biofuels (E&ENews PM, Nov. 15, 2013).
 
"We want everybody, including the EPA, to hear the positive story about biofuels," Stabenow said in
an interview last week.
 
The Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee will hear from DuPont Biofuels, a division
of the chemical giant that is developing one of the nation's first cellulosic ethanol plants in Iowa, as
well as the airlines and race car industries, among others.
 
DuPont Global Business Director for Biorefineries Jan Koninckx, who is scheduled to testify, has
warned that the administration's proposal would stymie growth in his industry.
 
"It's something that very much surprises and disappoints us, and something that will rob the country
of a great opportunity," he said last fall when the proposal was released.
 
The Senate Agriculture panel's hearing was originally scheduled for October, but it was canceled due
to the government shutdown and then postponed while the panel completed work on the farm bill.
 
Although the Agriculture Committee does not have jurisdiction over the renewable fuel standard, it
oversees several farm bill programs that provide funding to biofuel producers and farmers who grow
biofuel crops.
 
"This is homegrown American fuels that are being used in a variety of ways, and they help with
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energy independence and creating competition in the marketplace to lower prices," Stabenow said.
 
EPA's proposal, which the agency is expecting to finalize in late spring, continues to divide members
of the House and Senate. Members from the Midwest have risen up in arms, warning that it would
kill advanced biofuel projects and hurt rural economies. Stabenow said she was among a group of
senators who met with EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy to try to persuade the agency to increase
the proposed targets.
 
Other members, mostly those with big livestock and oil industries, have called the proposal a step in
the right direction but continue to push for either reform or repeal of the renewable fuel standard
by Congress.
 
Reps. Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.), Jim Costa (D-Calif.), Steve Womack (R-Ark.) and Peter Welch (D-Vt.) also
recently met with McCarthy and late last month sent a letter to the administrator asking her to
respond to a series of questions on the standard.
 
Schedule: The hearing is Tuesday, April 8, at 10 a.m. in 328A Russell.
 
Witnesses: Richard Childress, CEO of Richard Childress Racing LLC; Jan Koninckx, global business
director for biorefineries at DuPont Industrial Biosciences; Brooke Coleman, executive director of the
Advanced Ethanol Council; Sumesh Arora, vice president of Innovate Mississippi and director of
Strategic Biomass Solutions; and Nancy Young, vice president of environmental affairs of Airlines for
America.
 
 
Return to Top








From: Kremer, Fran
To: Weaver, Jim; White, Hal
Subject: potential private water well impact from LUST site, MTBE
Date: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 8:58:29 AM


From today’s Agency e-clips: http://www.unionleader.com/article/20140929/NEWS12/140939965
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Biofuel industry criticizes CBO"s RFS report
Date: Wednesday, July 02, 2014 7:49:33 AM


News Headline: Biofuel industry criticizes CBO's RFS report | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Biomass Magazine - Online
News Text: The Congressional Budget Office has published a report on the renewable fuel standard
(RFS) that evaluates how much biofuel production needs to grow to comply with the program, as
well as the impact on food prices, fuel prices and emissions under several different scenarios. The
biofuels industry has spoken out to criticize the study.
 
The report addresses three scenarios. Under the first, fuel suppliers would have to meet the total
requirement for renewable fuels, the requirement for advanced biofuels, and the cap on corn
ethanol as stated in the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007. The cellulosic requirement
would not be required to be met because the capacity to produce enough cellulosic fuels is unlikely
to be in place by 2017. That scenario is referred to as the EISA volumes scenario. The second
scenario, called the 2014 volumes scenario, would keep the RFS requirements for the next several
years at the same amounts proposed for 2014. The third scenario, called the repeal scenario,
assumes lawmakers abolish the RFS immediately.
 
The report claims that it would be difficult to meet the EISA volumes scenario in future years due to
the expected supply of cellulosic biofuels and the amount of ethanol that can be used to fuel older
vehicles. According to the CBO, the EPA has scaled back cellulosic biofuel requirements under the
RFS in past years. For 2014, the EPA has proposed a rule that would also reduce the requirements
for advanced biofuels and total renewable fuels due to the blend wall. “Although scaling back those
standards addresses existing compliance problems and decreases compliance costs in the short run,
it also reduces incentives for compliances to invest in production capacity for cellulosic and other
advanced biofuels and expand the availability of high-ethanol blends,” said the CBO in the report,
noting that meeting the total advanced biofuels specified in EISA would require large increases in
fuel production.
 
Regarding food prices, the report specifies that food prices would be similar whether the RFS was
continued or repealed. The price of fuel, however, could be impacted, said the CBO in the report.
Under the EISA scenario in 2017, the report forecasts that the price of petroleum-based diesel would
increase 30 cents to 51 cents per gallon, the price of E10 would increase by 13 cents to 26 cents per
gallon, and the price of E85 would actually decrease by 91 cents to $1.27 per gallon. With regard to
emissions, the report claims that most emissions benefits will depend on how much advanced and
cellulosic fuel is used.
 
The Advanced Ethanol Council said that while the report acknowledges the RFS is not a factor in food
prices, it fails to take into account basic realities when it comes to assessing the program. “Some
reports are simply not worth reading, and this is one of them,” said Brooke Coleman, executive
director of the AEC. “You cannot assess the impacts of the RFS without looking at the benefits of
reducing consumer demand for gasoline and diesel fuel. That's the entire point of the RFS and the



mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=22D4FACCC849406CB979BC1DF70A220D-JUJOHNSO

mailto:OLEMOUSTEveryone@epa.gov





CBO simply states that ‘it did not account for that effect in this analysis.' To put that omission in
perspective, an oil economist recently concluded that the RFS saved motorists at least hundreds of
billions of dollars in 2013 by adding the equivalent of an additional OPEC country to U.S. gasoline
supplies during times of extreme tightness between supply and demand. Whatever the savings are,
an analysis of a foreign oil displacement program that does not look at the benefits of displacing
foreign oil demand should be dismissed out of hand. The gas price claims are really strange as well. A
cornerstone assumption in the report has RFS-RIN prices so high that gasoline retailers could give
renewable fuel blends away for free and still make a profit. Needless to say, this is never going to
happen. CBO reports are supposed to be impartial and objective, and therefore informative. This
particular report appears to detail a fantasy world that does not inform the current debate.”
 
Growth Energy called the report highly flawed and unrealistic. “This report looks at unrealistic
scenarios and completely ignores the very goals of the [RFS] which are to decrease our nation's
dangerous dependence on foreign oil, create jobs and spur economic growth and investment, and
improve our environment, all while offering consumers a choice and savings at the pump,” said Tom
Buis, CEO of Growth Energy. “The CBO report simply shrugs off these critical policy goals contained
in the RFS by noting that, ‘CBO did not account for that effect in this analysis.'”
 
“Furthermore, ethanol is trading at a dollar less than gasoline on the Chicago Board of Trade, and
the CBO fails to acknowledge a 40 year history of volatile gas prices and simply ignores the effects
that global turmoil has on fuel prices,”Buis continued. “Put simply, increased domestic fuel
production and a decreased dependence on foreign oil would help provide stability and reduce the
massive price spikes consumers already are experiencing at the pump. Additionally, this report
points to a 9 percent increase in fuel prices due to ethanol, when as previously noted, ethanol is
currently selling one dollar under wholesale gasoline. Clearly, this report is agenda driven and
ignores the facts. Wild and statically unrealistic conclusions such as these show just how flawed the
majority of this report is, and why it should not be taken with any level of seriousness.
 
“It seems to me that the CBO got only one thing right in this assessment, and that is with regards to
the production of ethanol from corn and how it has virtually no impact on the price of food. Yet,
again it is flawed as it fails to highlight that the true driver of food costs is the price of oil,” said Buis.
“Bottom line, this is a one-sided, skewed report with no value placed on the meaningful policy
objectives the RFS provides – a reduced dependence on foreign oil, job creation, an improved
environment, as well as providing consumers a choice and savings when they go to fill up at the
pump.”
 
A full copy of the report, titled “The Renewable Fuel Standard: Issues for 2014 and Beyond,” can be
downloaded from the CBO website.
 
Biofuel industry criticizes CBO's RFS report
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Last Call: Nebraska Training
Deadline 12/31/15!
A final newsletter reminder for the Nebraska Class
A/B and C operators. The training deadline is
12/31/15. With the holidays between now and
them, we strongly urge you get get signed up
today. If you have any questions about training or
the deadline, please contact us anytime at 866-
301-8265 or info@USTtraining.com


Events
View all >


December 2015


Live Class A/B/C UST
Operator Training
FISC Puget Sound,
Bremerton, WA
December 3-4, 2015
Private Class. Want
your own custom
class? Contact us for
more information.


Private Webinar:
Navigating the new
EPA UST rules: What
the changes mean for
you
December 7, 2015, 11
AM Pacific Time
Private Class. Want
your own? Contact
us for more information.


Oregon Class A/B
UST Operator
Training
George Fox University,
12753 SW 68th Avenue
Portland OR 97223-
8305
December 8, 2015
Register now


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
DFSP Tampa, FL
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Or just register today:


New Musts for USTs
Published
One of the better technical assistance publications
to come of out EPA’s Office of Underground
Storage Tanks  has just been updated to explain
the new UST rules. Check it out!


December 17, 2015
Private Class. Want
your own custom
class? Contact us for
more information.


January 2016


FREE Webinar:
Navigating the new
EPA UST rules: What
the changes mean for
you
January 6, 2015, 11 AM
Pacific Time
Register now


Hafa Adai Guam
Operators! We’re
coming back!


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
January 21, 22, 24 and
25, 2016
Hilton Guam Resort
and Spa
Tumon Bay Guam
Registration coming
soon.  Stop by for
details.


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
January 2016, exact
day TBD
Whidbey NAS, Oak
Harbor, WA
Private Class. Want
your own custom
class? Contact us for
more information.


February 2016


Start Training Now


Keep Reading
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Ben Thomas Joins PEI RP 900
Committee
Ben Thomas of UST Training is honored to have
been recently selected to join the Petroleum
Equipment Institute’s RP 900 Committee.


If you’re one of our Class UST A/B operators,
you’ll recognize PEI’s RP 900 Recommended
Practices for the Inspection and Maintenance of
UST Systems as a major focus of our Class A/B
UST training.


Live Class A/B/C UST
Operator Training
Joint Base Pearl Harbor
Hickam, HI
February, 2015
Private Class. Want
your own? Contact
us for more information.


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Honolulu, HI
February, 2015 (exact
dates TBA)
Registration coming
soon.  Stop by for
details.


March 2016


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
March 8, 2016
Exact location TBA
Maui, HI
Registration coming
soon.  Stop by for
details.


2015 Training by
the Steel Tank
Institute


Follow links for dates,
locations and pricing


Keep Reading
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Veeder Root TLS 450


Got a Veeder Root TLS 450?
If you have Veeder Root TLS 450 tank monitor,
you might find this user guide video very helpful. It
was prepared by AAFES (Army & Air Force
Exchange Service) the worldwide retailer of fuels
for US Army and Air Force installations. It’s
excellent if you’re a Class A/B or C operator
coming up to speed on how to use the tank
monitor. Also, if you’re a UST inspector, you might
also find this video very useful in getting ready for
a 450 inspection. Note this is only for the 450 and
not the 450 Plus. Enjoy and thanks Robert Largent
and the gang at AAFES!


STI Cathodic Protection
Testing Classes


Watch Now
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Need a Spill Kit at your UST
site?
We’re seeing an increasing number of UST sites
today that are outfitted with emergency spill
response kits.


But because a spill response kit is not specifically
required in Federal and many state UST rules, it’s
not something state inspectors are necessarily
looking for.


Meanwhile, many to most of the larger UST
companies have had spill skits on-site, stocked
and ready to deploy for many years.


Read More
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Important note about Nebraska
training coverage
Important Coverage Requirement: The State of
Nebraska requires that each facility’s Class B
operator:


Visit each facility at least once every week
during normal business hours.
Be immediately available for telephone
consultation with the Class C operator when
a facility is in operation.
Be geographically located such that the
person can be on site within two hours of
being contacted by the the public, the owner
or operator of the facility, or the State Fire
Marshal.


Read More
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Hawai'i Class C Refresher
Required Annually
Aloha Hawai'i Class C UST Operators. This is a
friendly reminder that the Hawai'i Department of
Health (DOH) requires all Class C UST operators
to be retrained annually.


Retraining helps keep you sharp in the event an
unforeseen incident like a tank overfill, leak alarm,
fire or other UST hazard.


Read More
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Nebraska Class A/B UST
Operators like our course
Having trained 1000’s of UST operators over the
last 12 years, I’ve noticed a pattern how an entire
state deals with meeting a UST operator training
deadline.


This first happened when I led the nation’s first
Class A/B course in Oregon in 2003.


And Nebraska is another classic example of this
start-to-end cycle today in 2015. Here’s what
happens.


Read More
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New York Adopts new UST
rules
The New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) issued new bulk storage
regulations that became effective October 11,
2015.


Diesel Corrosion in USTs
Note: When we published this article last week we incorrectly
stated that the corrosion was found in the study was found in steel
tanks. The study was actually conducted in fiberglass tanks; and
the corrosion was found in the equipment and tank tops. Our
apologies for this mistake. Here is the corrected article. 


Read More
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The Steel Tank Institute (STI) reported some
preliminary results of a national study on the
impact of corrosion in fiberglass tanks containing
diesel.


It turns out that the diesel tanks in the study
contained trace amounts of ethanol, which is
suspected to be the culprit.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Biofuels;;Patience runs low as EPA delays fuel decision;;Announcement likely will renew efforts to rewrite law on


ethanol requirements;
Date: Monday, November 24, 2014 11:36:15 AM


News Headline: Biofuels;;Patience runs low as EPA delays fuel decision;;Announcement likely will
renew efforts to rewrite law on ethanol requirements; |
 
Outlet Full Name: Houston Chronicle
News Text: Refiners renewed their calls for Congress to repeal or dramatically revise a renewable
fuels policy after the Obama administration again postponed a long-delayed decision on how much
ethanol and other bio-fuels to require in gasoline.
 
"This was a mess before today's decision and it has become more of a mess," said Stephen Brown,
vice president for federal government affairs at Tesoro Corp., an independent refining company
based in San Antonio.
 
The surprise announcement Friday by the Environmental Protection Agency could give fresh
momentum to efforts to rewrite the 2008 law, a push that may find more support among the 2015
Republican-dominated Congress. Three Republicans heading committees on energy and the
environment said the government's failure to meet deadlines underscores the need for finding a
bipartisan solution to the mandate.
 
"I believe there is an emerging consensus among members of Congress in both parties and
thoughtful voices in the administration that the underlying law needs to be changed," said Scott
Segal, a partner at law firm Bracewell & Giuliani who has represented refiners and has researched
renewable fuel policies extensively. "And if ever there were a morality tale that would prove that
point, it would be the announcement that was made today."
 
The Renewable Fuel Standard sets a volume of renewables - mostly corn-based ethanol but also
cellulosic fuels from non-food sources - that must be blended into the nation's fuel supply. It has
been promoted as a way to lower emissions and reduce U.S. dependence on imported oil.
 
But improved vehicle fuel emissions and surging U.S. oil production have changed the landscape
since the mandate took effect.
 
The Environmental Protection Agency last year proposed scaling back the blending requirements for
2014, saying declining fuel demand reduced the need for biofuels as newer, fuel-efficient vehicles
replace older ones.
 
The move angered ethanol makers and corn growers, and after a flurry of feedback and months of
delay, the agency said Friday it would wait to make a final decision next year.
 
By law, the EPA was supposed to set the 2014 blending requirements a year ago.
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'It is ludicrous'
 
"It is ludicrous that we sit here in November of 2014 and we have not set the volume obligation for
2014," Segal said. "We're running out of the year."
 
Oil industry groups decried Friday's announcement as a dereliction of the EPA's responsibility and
further proof that the program should be scrapped or overhauled.
 
"Today's announcement indicates that the administration plans to continuously mismanage this
program in a manner that equates to playing Russian roulette with the nation's fuel supply at the
American consumer's ultimate expense," Charles Drevna, president of the American Fuel and
Petrochemical Manufacturers Association, said in a statement. "The administration's inaction
demonstrates once again that the non-functioning Renewable Fuel Standard program is irreparably
broken."
 
The group urged the EPA to take immediate action while filing notice Friday of plans to sue the
agency for failing to meet its deadline to set standards.
 
The delay has forced fuel refiners and the biofuels industry to operate in an environment of
regulatory uncertainty, the association said.
 
'Blend wall'
 
The oil industry has long contended that the biofuels volume requirements would push refiners
toward what they call the "blend wall" - a point at which the proportion of ethanol in U.S. gasoline
would exceed the 10 percent approved for all engines. Consumers don't want these higher-ethanol
blends, the industry argued.
 
"The Renewable Fuel Standard was flawed from the beginning, horribly mismanaged, and is now
broken," Jack Gerard, CEO of the American Petroleum Institute, said in a statement. "The only real
solution is for Congress to scrap the program and let consumers, not the federal government,
choose the best fuel to put in their tanks."
 
While biofuels proponents applauded the EPA for resisting oil industry calls to lower the blend
requirement, they lamented the ongoing uncertainty created by delaying the mandates further.
 
"Perhaps it is time for lawmakers to take a fresh look at whether the program is meeting
expectations and following Congress's desired goal of an advanced and cellulosic industry," Michael
McAdams, president of the Advanced Biofuels Association, said in a statement.
 
rhiannon.meyers@chron.com twitter.com/ChronRhiannon
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: Diverse coalition urges President Obama admin officials to lower RFS targets
Date: Tuesday, September 23, 2014 8:18:42 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: Diverse coalition urges President Obama admin officials to lower RFS
targets | 
 
Outlet Full Name: E&E News PM
News Text: A strange-bedfellow coalition made up of environmental, conservative, oil, livestock,
marine and motorcycle groups today met with Obama administration officials to urge them to not
back off proposed cuts to the nation's biofuels mandate.
 
The groups' meeting comes as the White House is wrapping up a review of the final rule setting this
year's volume requirements for corn-based ethanol and advanced biofuel. U.S. EPA's initial rule
released in November called for a 16 percent cut in renewable fuel compared to the levels Congress
wrote into the 2007 renewable fuel standard, though administration officials have said in public
appearances that they will raise the targets in the final rule.
 
Coalition members present at today's meeting said they told officials that the market will be forced
to absorb more ethanol than it can handle if EPA raises its targets in the final rule.
 
They raised several concerns about the renewable fuel standard, including that ethanol emits high
levels of greenhouse gas emissions and corrodes small engines when blended at levels higher than
10 percent, and brandished a recent report by the Congressional Budget Office that predicted higher
gas prices under the RFS.
 
They also delivered a petition signed by 13,000 people who are in favor of the White House
ratcheting down this year's ethanol requirements.
 
"We emphasized to them now is the time for Americans to stop paying the price for the failed RFS
policy," said former Sen. Wayne Allard (R-Colo.), vice president for government relations at the
American Motorcyclist Association, in a conference call after the morning meeting.
 
The groups at the meeting included American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers, the
Environmental Working Group, the National Turkey Federation, Boat U.S., the Competitive
Enterprise Institute and the National Taxpayers Union.
 
At the meeting were representatives from the White House Office of Management and Budget, the
Council of Economic Advisers and the Council on Environmental Quality. U.S. EPA also participated
via phone, though the agency's representative did not speak during the meeting, according to those
present.
 
The officials did not give any indication of when EPA will release the final rule setting the 2014
renewable fuel volume requirements, nor what the final numbers will be, meeting participants said.
Industry observers expect EPA to raise its proposed corn ethanol target of 13.01 billion gallons to as
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high as 13.6 billion gallons.
 
During the press call, coalition members said that they thought EPA's lowering of the standard for
this year was a good starting point but that they all advocated a congressional overhaul of the RFS.
The groups say the RFS is causing the country to breach the blend wall, or the practical limit to the
amount of ethanol that can be used in existing fuel infrastructure.
 
Marlo Lewis, senior fellow at the Competitive Enterprise Institute, said he told White House officials
that the issues with the blend wall would become exacerbated as more cellulosic ethanol -- an
advanced biofuel that has only recently been produced in commercial quantities -- becomes more
widespread. Cellulosic ethanol up to now has been produced at levels far below those envisioned by
the 2007 RFS.
 
"I wanted to point out to them that this is a highly dysfunctional program that seems to be
sustainable now only because one part was a failure," Lewis said.
 
Supporters of the RFS disagree about the need to make changes to the renewable fuel standard.
Biofuel producers have also recently met with OMB as it completes its final review of the politically
sensitive rule, pushing instead for the administration to raise the targets to levels contained within
the RFS.
 
This weekend, advanced biofuels producers also ran advertising warning that the Obama
administration is in danger of undercutting its climate change goals and risking sending investment
overseas if it lowers the RFS (Greenwire, Sept. 22).
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View this email in your browser


Colorado Class A/B Training
Now Approved: Self-Paced UST Operator Training Course


UST Training is pleased to announce our Self-Paced Class A/B course in
Colorado is now approved and available online.


Since 2009, we have offered the course via webinar with the live instructor, Ben
Thomas, guiding the class though the material. And we’ve trained a large
percentage of Colorado operators that way.
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The benefit of the webinar for students has been the live interactive feature; the
challenge has been carving out the better part of a day to sit through an online
class about tanks.


When we wanted to make the jump from live-online to self-paced online, the
State of Colorado was concerned that Class A/B operators wouldn’t have the
tools to adequately understand what rules applies at each user’s site since
every UST system can be different.


The compromise was that we at UST Training will be providing a free,
after class phone interview so we can help you determine what type of UST
system you have and thus know what parts of the training are more relevant to
you. The interview is in fact now required. But the phone call is free plus you
have the benefit of getting free advice from our senior UST experts. So check it
out!


Buy the course here and feel free to reply to this email with questions about this
new training requirement, or call us at 866-301-8265.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: Groups say President Obama"s RFS plan hurts climate legacy more than "worst enemies"
Date: Tuesday, September 23, 2014 8:30:49 AM


BIOFUELS: Groups say President Obama's RFS plan hurts climate legacy more than 'worst enemies' | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: As Climate Week kicks off, biofuels producers are calling out President Obama for
proposing to scale back the nation's renewable fuel requirements.
 
In a print ad yesterday, trade groups representing advanced biofuels producers said the Obama
administration's proposal would run contrary to its goals of reducing carbon dioxide emissions. The
U.S. EPA proposal, which is in the final stages of review at the White House, calls for decreases in
both corn ethanol and second-generation biofuels that refiners have to blend this year in petroleum
gasoline and diesel.
 
It would represent the first decrease in the yearly mandates for the fuels since Congress passed the
renewable fuel standard in 2007. EPA based the reductions on the blend wall, the term used to
describe a 10 percent limit to the amount of ethanol that the oil industry says can be used in existing
fuel infrastructure, and a slower-than-expected ramp-up in the domestic advanced biofuels industry.
 
"Your administration is proposing to change the RFS rules in the middle of the game with a brand
new methodological approach that allows oil companies to avoid their obligations under the law by
simply refusing to distribute renewable fuel to consumers," the ad says in an open letter to Obama.
"You will have inadvertently done more to damage your climate legacy than your worst enemies."
 
The one-page ad ran yesterday in The New York Times as more than 310,000 protesters marched in
New York City to demand that global leaders take action on climate change. Tomorrow, more than
120 world leaders, including Obama, will convene at the United Nations for a summit on climate
change.
 
The Advanced Ethanol Council and Biotechnology Industry Organization signed and funded the ad.
Advanced biofuels producers that are part of both trade groups have written Obama directly with a
similar message (E&ENews PM, Sept. 9).
 
EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy has said the numerical targets for biofuels would be higher in the
final rule because of higher gasoline demand since the proposal was first released last November.
But advanced biofuels producers say they're disappointed because the administration is still basing
the rule off the idea of a limit to the amount of biofuel that can be used in gasoline and diesel.
 
They are calling on the administration to not only raise its targets but also use the standard to push
past the blend wall. In the ad, producers threatened to take their business overseas if the basis for
the targets is not changed in the final rule.
 
"America will fail to lead the charge if your administration lets oil companies off the hook," the ad
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says. "And papering over the problem by increasing the RFS targets this year will not prevent the
exodus of investment to China and Brazil."
 
Separately, a group of renewable fuel standard foes today are meeting with the White House Office
of Management and Budget as it wraps up its review of the final rule. The group, which includes the
oil and livestock industry along with environmentalists, is planning to call on the administration to
retain its proposed cuts in biofuels for this year.
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Refiners to Sue Over Delay in 2015 Renewable Fuel Standard


Posted December 01, 2014, 3:09 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


An oil refiners' association today said it will sue the Environmental Protection Agency for failure to
issue the 2015 renewable fuel standard by the Nov. 30 statutory deadline.


The notice was filed at the EPA by the American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers, citing the Clean
Air Act, which requires annual promulgations of mandated renewable fuel volumes. The EPA has postponed
its 2015 renewable fuel standard until 2015.


“For some reason, the Administration feels that it is above the law and does not need to comply with
the statutory deadlines of the RFS,” AFPM President Charles Drevna said in the announcement of the
lawsuit plan.


The association also has said it will sue over the EPA's failure to issue a 2014 standard.


The program is a boon to ethanol producers and corn growers, but refiners and wholesalers of gasoline
have said it is an awkward complication for them.


Supreme Court Won't Review Finding That Air Act Doesn't Preempt Suit


Posted December 01, 2014, 2:38 P.M. ET


By Perry Cooper


A proposed class of landowners may proceed with state tort claims alleging a corn processing facility
polluted nearby properties after the U.S. Supreme Court denied a certiorari petition raising pre-emption
issues today.


The decision leaves in place a June ruling by the Iowa Supreme Court that the Clean Air Act doesn't
bar the suit.


The state court's decision falls in line with a number of federal district and appeals courts that have
found the Clean Air Act doesn't preempt state tort actions in the source state.


Grain Processing Corp. operated a milling facility in Muscatine, Iowa. The residents of Muscatine filed a
class action public nuisance suit against the corporation, claiming it emitted harmful pollutants onto their
lands.
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The corporation countered that it has a permit issued under the Clean Air Act and that the residents'
claims are preempted by federal law.


The Iowa Supreme Court held that the Clean Air Act doesn't preempt the residents' claims. Defendant
Grain Processing Corp. petitioned the U.S. Supreme Court for certiorari Sept. 11.


U.S. Not Planning to Top 28% Emissions-Cut Pledge, Stern Says


Posted December 01, 2014, 3:46 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


The U.S. has no plans during upcoming talks toward a 2015 global climate deal to strengthen its
“highly aggressive but achievable” pledge to cut its greenhouse gas emissions 26 percent to 28 percent
over the next decade in international negotiations, the top U.S. climate negotiator said today.


“There will always be some people who complain—but this is a very aggressive target,” Todd Stern,
the special envoy for climate change, told reporters at a State Department briefing held as the next round
of United Nations climate talks opened today in Lima.


Stern said the U.S. pledge unveiled in November—a cut of up to 28 percent by 2025, from 2005 levels
—“will roughly double the pace” of current U.S. emissions reductions.


The previous U.S. pledge, offered by the Obama administration in 2009, was to cut emissions 17
percent by 2020, which would require a relatively modest 1.2 percent cut in emissions each year,
according to White House officials. A 28 percent cut by 2025 would more than double that rate of
emissions reduction to 2.8 percent a year, Stern said.


“We are not planning for that [pledge] to move” beyond the 28 percent cut, said Stern, who will lead
U.S. negotiators during the final days of the Dec. 1-12 Lima talks.


EPA Clarifies How Science Advisers May Interact With Media


Posted December 01, 2014, 3:51 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


The Environmental Protection Agency has clarified that members of its scientific advisory panels may
speak with the media or public about their recommendations and activities without prior agency clearance
except during panel deliberations.


Advisory committee members are free to respond to broader inquiries as private citizens and are
expected to be available to respond to media inquiries except during the deliberative phase of panel
activities when the panels are preparing their advice to the agency, according to a newly posted
memorandum.


During deliberations, members of the independent panels should speak with a designated federal
official before speaking to the media or public to ensure federal recordkeeping and other requirements are
met, according to the memorandum.


The agency issued the clarification in response to environmental and media watchdog groups. In
August, those groups questioned whether the agency had placed constraints on the ability of scientists and
panel members to speak without prior authorization and said such a policy would undermine transparency
efforts at the EPA.


Those concerns stemmed from an April memorandum from Gwendolyn Keyes Fleming, chief of staff to
EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy, that urged panel members to “refrain” from directly responding to
external requests and refer those requests to the committee's designated federal official.


Senate Environment Panel to Vote on Baran to Fill Macfarlane's NRC Term


Posted December 01, 2014, 12:18 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee will vote tomorrow on the nomination of Jeffery
M. Baran to fill the term of departing Nuclear Regulatory Commission Chairwoman Allison Macfarlane,
according to a notice published on the committee’s website.


Baran, an existing member of the NRC whose term expires June 30, 2015, would see his term
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extended until the Summer of 2018 if confirmed.


An extension of his term would require action by the full Senate.


Sen. David Vitter (R-La.), ranking Republican on the Senate environment committee, last month said
he wants a hearing on Baran’s nomination, saying he lacks experience.


Senate Energy Hearing Planned for FERC Nominee Colette Honorable


Posted December 01, 2014, 2:26 P.M. ET


By Lynn Garner


The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee has scheduled a Dec. 4 hearing on the
nomination of Colette Honorable to fill a vacancy on the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.


Democrats hope to move several energy agency nominees through the Senate in the next two weeks
before Congress adjourns, if a deal can be crafted with Republicans, who will take over the Senate in
2015.


Honorable, chairman of the Arkansas Public Service Commission, would fill a Democratic seat left open
by the departure of John Norris, a former Iowa regulator who resigned in August to take an overseas
counselor post with the Agriculture Department.


Honorable would fill Norris's unexpired term that ends June 30, 2017.


She would give Democrats a 3-2 edge on the commission.


Honorable is considered an experienced utility regulator. She received positive initial reviews when her
nomination was announced by the White House in August.


House Said to Plan Vote Extending Lapsed Tax Breaks Through 2014


Posted December 01, 2014, 3:39 P.M. ET


By Richard Rubin and James Rowley


The House will probably vote this week to revive dozens of lapsed tax breaks and extend them only
through the end of this year, said two Republican congressional aides.


The move reflects Republicans' calculation that a $400 billion-plus bipartisan proposal that collapsed
last week probably can't be resurrected. That tentative agreement would have made permanent some
major business tax breaks, including the research and development tax credit and expanded capital write-
offs for small businesses.


Instead, the House's move toward a temporary patch that would expire Dec. 31 shows lawmakers'
desire to wrap up the congressional session as quickly as possible and minimize disruption to the
beginning of the tax-filing season in January. All or almost all the breaks would be extended, the aides
said.


The aides spoke on condition of anonymity before an official announcement. The House isn't scheduled
to hold votes on Dec. 5, and lawmakers are planning to adjourn for the year by Dec. 11.


The Senate Finance Committee approved a bill earlier this year that would extend the lapsed tax
breaks through 2015. Such a two-year bill couldn't win enough support in the House, one of the aides
said, because Republicans who oppose some of the provisions would accept them to prevent filing season
delays but are unwilling to extend them into 2015.


©2014 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: RFS combatants make final arguments in White House meetings
Date: Monday, September 29, 2014 7:28:54 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: RFS combatants make final arguments in White House meetings | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: Interest groups and companies with a stake in the renewable fuel industry have been
lining up to visit the White House in the past three weeks as officials wrap up their review of a
contentious rule setting the nation's 2014 mandates for corn ethanol advanced biofuels.
 
Stakeholders have met with White House officials at least 12 times since Sept. 5 on U.S. EPA's final
rule, according to meeting records released this week by the Office of Management and Budget and
separate reports of meetings by trade groups. Last week was the busiest, with OMB holding seven
meetings, some of them back-to-back.
 
Most of the meetings have been with groups that have publicly opposed all or part of the renewable
fuel standard, or RFS, the policy through which EPA sets the yearly mandates. About 40
representatives from groups or companies that have expressed concerns with the RFS have
attended meetings in the last three weeks, compared with fewer than 10 representatives who are
generally pro-RFS.
 
The rash of meetings represents a last-minute bid by groups to influence the Obama
administration's final decision on the renewable fuel standard. Last November, EPA took the
unprecedented step of proposing to roll back the 2014 mandates for both corn ethanol and
advanced biofuels, both compared with 2013 production and the levels that Congress wrote into the
2007 statute that created the RFS.
 
EPA based its proposal on the grounds that there's a limit -- the so-called blend wall -- to the amount
of ethanol that can be used in petroleum gasoline and on a slower-than-expected ramp-up of the
domestic advanced biofuels industry. But in the months since issuing the proposal and after a
firestorm of opposition from farm country, Obama administration officials have indicated that they
would raise the mandates.
 
According to White House records, the meetings in the last few weeks at OMB have featured
familiar RFS combatants, including prominent critics such as the American Petroleum Institute and
members of the Smarter Fuel Future coalition of oil interests, livestock organizations and
environmentalists. Vocal backers of biofuels such as the Renewable Fuels Association and Growth
Energy have also made the trip to the White House.
 
But also among the list of attendees in the past few weeks are small refineries and a major airline
that are seeking exemptions for oil operations that don't have the capacity to blend their own
biofuel. Those merchant refiners must instead show compliance with the mandates by purchasing
credits from other refiners and biofuel blenders.
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Wyoming Refining Co., a small refining outfit with a capacity of 14,000 barrels a day, told White
House and EPA officials in a meeting Sept. 18 that it expected the cost of purchasing credits in 2013
and 2014 would rank among its top five operating expenses.
 
The RFS acts to "transfer wealth" from small refineries to large integrated refineries, Wyoming
Refining told the officials in a 50-page handout. Small refiners are being "financially disadvantaged
and destabilized and are not securing relief from EPA," the company said.
 
On Sept. 10, OMB met with officials from Delta Air Lines Inc. and its refinery subsidiary Monroe
Energy who had a similar message. They handed administration officials a copy of a petition filed in
January that asked EPA to shift the compliance burden of the RFS away from refiners that don't
blend their own biofuel, according to the meeting records.
 
"Shifting the burden to blenders is the most efficient and effective way for EPA to place the RFS
program on a manageable trajectory while supporting continued growth in renewable fuels over
time," Monroe Energy counsel David DeBruin wrote.
 
The American Petroleum Institute, which had three representatives attend a Sept. 15 meeting with
White House officials, today continued to press EPA on the renewable fuel standard, arguing in a
letter that because of delays, the agency lacked the authority to increase specifically the mandate
for biodiesel, an advanced biofuel made from soybean coil, used cooking grease and animal fat. EPA
in November 2013 proposed to set the biodiesel mandate at 1.28 billion gallons, the same level as
the 2013 target, rather than raise it to reflect last year's actual production of about 1.8 billion
gallons.
 
The Clean Air Act, which contains the renewable fuel standard, treats biodiesel differently from
other types of biofuels, requiring EPA to determine the yearly target a year before the mandates for
other categories of biofuels. By statute, then, EPA was supposed to have finalized the 2014 biodiesel
targets in the fall of 2012.
 
"The Clean Air Act expressly compels EPA to provide a 14-month lead time when modifying the
mandate," wrote Bob Greco, director of downstream activities for API. "Pursuant to the Clean Air
Act's unambiguous language, EPA was required to have finalized any increase to the 2014 biomass-
based diesel mandate by October 31, 2012. Furthermore, political gamesmanship has delayed the
2014 requirements, and as a result EPA's authority to increase the 2016 biomass-based diesel
standard is soon to pass."
 
The National Biodiesel Board, which represents biodiesel producers, has called on EPA to raise the
2014 biodiesel number.
 
"Unfortunately this is more of the same from API trying to play politics with the RFS," said Anne
Steckel, NBB's vice president of federal affairs, in an email. "Clearly everyone wishes this process had
moved faster but the courts have made clear that agencies can proceed with rule-makings even
when statutory deadlines are not met."
 







Fuels America, a coalition of biofuels, agriculture and national security interests, today launched a
new ad charging that the Obama administration stands to leave the biofuels industry "at the mercy
of the oil industry" if it does not increase its proposed








VIDEO: Americas Energy


Dear Mark,


The 114th Congress was sworn in this week with a clear pro-energy mandate. An election night poll
found 90 percent of midterm voters agree that increased production of domestic oil and natural gas
could lead to more U.S. jobs. Eighty-six percent recognize the connection between increased
production and economic growth, which is their No. 1 priority.


This year’s State of American Energy report emphasizes that the United States stands on the
threshold of energy self-sufficiency at a level unthinkable just a few years ago. But achieving our full
potential as an energy superpower requires getting energy policy right. Congress and the Obama
administration should waste no time acting on the following job-creating energy policies:


Keystone XL: We could have built the Keystone XL
pipeline three times over during the six years the project
has been under review. Five positive environmental
assessments in six years have concluded the pipeline is
safe for the environment, and the State Department says
the pipeline will support 42,000 jobs putting $2 billion in
workers’ pockets during the two-year construction phase.


Renewable Fuel Standard reform: RFS implementation
went from bad to worse last year. The EPA has already
publicly acknowledged that it will be at least six months late in issuing 2015 standards that were due
in November, and the agency failed entirely to issue standards for 2014 – which were due in
November 2013. The only real solution is for Congress to scrap the program and let consumers, not
the federal government, choose the best fuel to put in their tanks. Failure to repeal could put millions
of motorists at risk of higher fuel costs, damaged engines, and costly repairs.


Access: While oil and natural gas production is thriving on private and state lands, it’s slumping on
federally controlled acreage and off limits entirely in 87 percent of federal waters. New studies show
opening the Atlantic, Pacific and eastern Gulf of Mexico to development could create nearly 840,000
new American jobs and grow our economy by up to $70.2 billion per year.


To start the year with legislation guaranteed to create jobs and grow the economy, the new
Congress should move quickly to advance these commonsense energy policies.


Sincerely,


Jack N. Gerard
President & CEO
API
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State of American Energy 2015


At this year’s State of American Energy event,
API was joined by organizations representing
all facets of America’s energy sector to
present our vision for a true all-of-the-above
energy policy. In case you missed it, you can
read the report and view the keynote address
here.


 


 


Follow our Blog to stay up-to-date


To stay up-to-date on the latest energy-related
news, there is no better place to check than
the Energy Tomorrow Blog.


 


 


Blog


 


 


About API:
 
API represents more than 600 oil and natural gas companies, leaders of a technology-driven
industry that supplies most of America’s energy, supports 9.8 million U.S. jobs and 8 percent
of the U.S. economy, delivers $84 million a day in revenue to our government, and, since
2000, has invested over $2 trillion in U.S. capital projects to advance all forms of energy,
including alternatives.


 


To learn more about API and the value of oil and natural gas, please visit API.org.


Click to view this email in a browser 


If you no longer wish to receive these emails, please reply to this message with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line or simply click on the
following link: Unsubscribe


Jack Gerard, API
1220 L Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005
US
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 Latest News   BNA Insights    PDF LINK Search Full Publication     


Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Two Major Waste Rules Will Be Released This Month, EPA Official Says


Posted December 05, 2014, 3:46 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Two major waste regulations under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act will be released later
this month, the Environmental Protection Agency's top waste official told Bloomberg BNA today.


Mathy Stanislaus, EPA assistant administrator for solid waste and emergency response, said the
agency next week will release revisions to a Bush-era Definition of Solid Waste rule that are expected to
eliminate exemptions for certain recycled materials from hazardous waste regulations.


Another eagerly anticipated regulation, on the management and disposal of coal combustion residuals
from power plants, will “absolutely” be released on Dec. 19 in compliance with a court-ordered deadline,
Stanislaus said.


Both regulations will be legally defensible against possible challenges, Stanislaus added.


I am “very confident that we are going to achieve the environmental protections that led to our
proposals,” he said. “We’re going to move forward on protections and make sure we also consider the
economic benefit and cost. I’m very confident in those two rules.”


Stanislaus also said he intends to stay at the EPA for the remainder of President Barack Obama's term
in office.


UN Says Climate Change Costs Could Be Triple Earlier Projections


Posted December 05, 2014, 3:57 P.M. ET


By Eric J. Lyman


Worldwide efforts to adequately adapt to climate change could cost three times as much as previously
thought, regardless of how successful negotiations are to reduce emissions, the United Nations said today
at the Lima climate talks.


The figures were in the UN Environment Program’s first Adaptation Gap Report, released at the
conference in the Peruvian capital.


The report is the most comprehensive look yet at what it could cost the international community to
adapt to the affects of climate change.
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Countries have agreed to provide at least $10 billion this year to help fund adaptation efforts in
developing countries, with a goal of ramping up to $100 billion annually by 2020. But the UNEP report said
that might not be enough.


The most important part of the report is that estimated adaptation costs will likely be higher than
previously expected, regardless of what happens in negotiations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
talks that are expected to culminate next year with a global agreement.


UNEP head Achim Steiner warned that delaying mitigation action would only increase the price tag.


Clean Air Act No ‘Silver Bullet' on Climate Change, Perciasepe Says


Posted December 05, 2014, 10:54 A.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


The Clean Air Act is not the long-term “silver bullet” solution to addressing climate change, although
regulatory actions such as the Environmental Protection Agency’s proposed carbon pollution limits on
power plants would spur meaningful greenhouse gas emissions reductions that help address the problem,
former EPA Deputy Administrator Bob Perciasepe said this morning.


Perciasepe, now president of the Center for Climate and Energy Solutions, said he’s confident the
proposed Clean Power Plan, the centerpiece of President Barack Obama’s strategy for addressing climate
change, is legally sound and said emissions reductions driven through the regulation would be helpful
“down the line” in spurring congressional action.


“What we’re doing under the Clean Air Act is helpful,” Perciasepe said at a Bloomberg breakfast. “Even
if this gets tangled [legally], people are thinking more than they ever have about this stuff.”


Perciasepe, who is not permitted to speak with agency staff for one year after his August departure,
said he expects most states to write their own plans for complying with power plant emissions reductions
and believes the Obama administration still hopes to have most of those plans submitted for EPA
consideration by the end of its tenure to protect the regulation from any attempts to roll it back by future
presidents.


Successful implementation of state carbon pricing mechanisms and renewable energy standards will be
helpful once Congress again considers climate change legislation, Perciasepe said, although he
acknowledged that would not occur for at least several years.


“If we have some more demonstration of success, I think when we go back to Congress we’ll be in a
better position,” Perciasepe said. “I hope more states would adopt some sort of pricing mechanism.”


House Republicans Plan Dec. 10 Oversight Hearing on Renewable Fuel


Posted December 05, 2014, 11:18 A.M. ET


By Ari Natter


A House Oversight and Government Reform subcommittee has scheduled a Dec. 10 hearing on the
Environmental Protection Agency's management of the renewable fuel standard.


The hearing by the Subcommittee on Energy Policy, Health Care and Entitlements comes as House
Republicans have vowed to pursue legislation to amend the standard, which requires refiners such as
Exxon Mobil and Chevron to blend billions of gallons of biofuel into the nation's fuel supply.


The EPA announced last month that it would not finalize the standard's requirements for 2014 this
year, which opponents said presented further evidence the requirements were unworkable and needed to
be changed.


House Energy Panel to Hold Hearing on Crude Oil Export Ban


Posted December 05, 2014, 12:50 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The crude oil export ban will be the focus of a House Energy and Commerce subcommittee hearing
scheduled for Dec. 11.


The Subcommittee on Energy and Power hearing, “The Energy Policy and Conservation Act of 1975:
Are We Positioning America for Success in an Era of Energy Abundance?” will feature testimony from Adam
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Sieminski, administrator of the Energy Information Administration.


Other scheduled witnesses include Lucian Pugliaresi, president of the Energy Policy Research
Foundation Inc; Charles K. Ebinger, senior fellow at the Brookings Institution; and Deborah Gordon,
director of the energy and climate program at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, according
to an online notice.


Class Action in Ohio Seeks to Block Fracking in Cleveland Suburb


Posted December 05, 2014, 11:31 A.M. ET


Broadview Heights, Ohio, residents filed a first-in-Ohio class action lawsuit today against the state, the
governor and two hydraulic fracturing concerns, asserting local self-governance rights to ban hydraulic
fracturing.


The lawsuit filed in Cuyahoga County Court comes after attorneys for the Cleveland suburb and the
drillers, who have been granted state permits, failed to settle their dispute over community rights.


In 2012, Broadview Heights adopted a fracking ban; the drillers contend that local law doesn't preempt
activity permitted by state law.


Bass Energy Co. and Ohio Valley Energy filed a lawsuit against the city in June seeking to overturn the
Community Bill of Rights law.


With their class action, Broadview Heights residents argue that the Ohio Oil & Gas Act, which gives the
state ultimate authority over oil and gas drilling, violates the constitutional right of residents to local self-
government.


Report Summarizes Studies on Health Risks From Oil, Gas Development


Posted December 05, 2014, 1:42 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


A review of the research on chemicals associated with unconventional oil and gas development,
including hydraulic fracturing, has concluded that the potential health risks are numerous and merit more
study, especially in terms of reproductive health and development effects in humans.


The review, released today and scheduled for publication in the journal Reviews on Environmental
Health, said there is an urgent need for “systematic and comprehensive epidemiological studies” and
monitoring of chemical contamination in people and animals.


The lead author was Ellen Webb of the Center for Environmental Health, an environmental advocacy
organization.


The review looked at animal studies and other research on exposure to such chemicals as benzene,
toluene and xylene, which can be found in some wastewater and air emissions from oil and gas production
sites. Extensive research already exists on such substances, much of it cited in the literature review.


RGGI Carbon Allowances Sell for $5.21 in Latest Auction


Posted December 05, 2014, 11:23 A.M. ET


By Gerald B. Silverman


The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative announced today that carbon dioxide allowances sold for a
record high of $5.21 each at its latest auction.


The auction, which was RGGI's 26th, raised $94.8 million for the nine states participating in the
program—Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, Rhode
Island and Vermont. The auction proceeds will be used mostly for energy conservation, renewable energy
and direct bill assistance programs in the states.


Just over 18 million allowances were sold at the auction. Each RGGI allowance allows the holder to
emit one ton of carbon dioxide.


RGGI's next auction will be held March 11.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: White House plans to increase RFS targets
Date: Monday, July 28, 2014 7:16:52 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: White House plans to increase RFS targets -- Franken | 
 


Outlet Full Name: Environment & Energy Daily
News Text: White House adviser John Podesta indicated yesterday that the administration is
planning to raise its targets for both ethanol and advanced biofuels in a final rule setting this
year's renewable fuel standard mandates, according to Sen. Al Franken (D-Minn.). 


Franken and eight other Senate supporters of biodiesel met with Podesta yesterday on Capitol
Hill to push the White House to increase the mandate. U.S. EPA last fall proposed to lower the
targets for the first time since the 2007 renewable fuel standard (RFS) was put in place,
provoking backlash by farmers and biofuel producers. 


"He certainly led us to believe there will be higher numbers in each piece of it than was in the
preliminary RFS," Franken told reporters after the meeting in his office. 


At the meeting, the senators focused their message on biodiesel, an advanced biofuel made
from soybean oil, used cooking grease and animal fats. In its November proposed rule, EPA
said it would require refiners to use 1.28 billion gallons of biodiesel this year, a target lower
than last year's actual production of about 1.8 billion gallons. 


"We were all making the case that the preliminary RFS rule put out by the EPA is just
unacceptable," Franken said. The group of senators has also met with EPA Administrator Gina
McCarthy with the same message. 


A few months ago, the National Biodiesel Board said it believed that the administration was
leaning toward holding the final target at 1.28 billion gallons. But Franken said that it now
appears that the final rule will include a higher biodiesel target. 


By how much EPA will raise the biodiesel target is still up in the air, the senator said. 


"The indications were that it would be better than the preliminary rule. My feeling was that it
may not be as high as we want it," he said. "We kept making the argument that there is no
reason for it to be any lower than what we produced last year on biodiesel." 


It's already widely expected that EPA will raise its target of 13.01 billion gallons for ethanol and
2.2 billion gallons for total advanced biofuels in the final rule. The proposed total renewable
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fuel target represents a 16 percent reduction compared to the levels Congress set out when it
passed the renewable fuel standard into law. 


EPA proposed the lower targets based on limits to the amount of ethanol that can be used in
today's cars and fueling infrastructure and a lack of commercially available cellulosic biofuel.
But EPA officials have appeared to back off the cuts in numerous public appearances over the
last few months. 


Podesta also said that the final rule was "imminent" but didn't provide a time frame, Franken
said. 


By statute, the agency was supposed to have finalized the 2014 renewable fuel standard rule
by last Nov. 30. Earlier this year, the agency indicated it would have the proposal done by
June, but that timeline also slipped. Some stakeholders have blamed the delays on close corn-
state elections (E&E Daily, June 9). 


Despite the promises that the rule will come out soon, the White House Office of
Management and Budget has yet to commence a review of the final rule. 
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NEWS


Climate Change
Global Panel Examines ‘Forces of Disruption'
In Transition to Low-Carbon Economy
An international group of researchers is trying to understand
"forces of disruption," such as Tesla Motors Inc., Nest and
Opower, and figure out how they can support the transition to a
low-carbon economy, the group's director...


Climate Change
Senator Targets 2015 for Moving Climate Bill;
Companies Push for Renewable Tax Credits
Congress is on the verge of moving forward on a "significant
piece" of climate-change legislation as early as 2015 in response
to looming Environmental Protection Agency rules to curb power
plant carbon pollution, Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse...


Drilling
N.Y. State Health Commissioner to Resign,
Was Key Figure in Fracking Decision Delay
New York State Health Commissioner Nirav R. Shah, a central
figure in the state's delay on making final rules for hydraulic
fracturing, announced April 9 that he will be resigning in June to
take a position with the Kaiser Foundation Health...


Drilling
Scholars See Costs, Benefits Revealed
In Statistics on Shale Gas Development
Research on the local impacts of shale gas development finds a
host of positive and negative impacts, with the long-term
consequences still to be determined, according to scholars
reviewing different aspects of the activity....
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Energy
11 Senate Democrats Push Obama to Make
Decision on Keystone Pipeline by May 31
President Barack Obama ought to decide by May 31 whether to
approve the Keystone XL pipeline, 11 Senate Democrats said in
an April 10 letter. ...


Energy
Canadian Report Says Relatively Low Costs
Make Pipelines Attractive for Shipping Oil
The relatively low cost of shipping oil and gas by pipeline
compared to rail is acting as an incentive for more projects like
Keystone XL, and technological advances have made large-scale
production of shale oil and shale gas economically viable,...


Energy
Chevron Extends Deal With Argentina to Drill
In Huge Vaca Muerta Shale Oil and Gas Field
Argentina's state-run energy company, YPF S.A., and the U.S.
Chevron Corp. said April 10 they have reached an agreement to
extend a joint venture to develop the giant Vaca Muerta shale oil
and gas fields in southern Argentina....


Energy
Coal Ash Language ‘Good Candidate’
For Addition to Energy Bills, Hoeven Says
Sen. John Hoeven (R-N.D.) told Bloomberg BNA that language on
the management of coal ash would be a "good candidate" for
inclusion in energy efficiency or surface transportation
reauthorization legislation. ...


Energy
Corn Ethanol Blending Mandate a 'Flop,'
Should Be Repealed, Rep. Welch Says
The renewable fuel standard has been a "well intentioned flop"
and the corn-based ethanol blending mandate should be
repealed, Rep. Peter Welch (D-Vt.) said....


Energy
Energy Efficiency Bill Could Reach
Senate Floor in May, Shaheen Says
Senate energy efficiency legislation backed by companies such as
the Dow Chemical Co. and investor-owned utility National Grid
could be brought back to the floor in May, the legislation's
sponsor said April 10, citing talks with Democratic...


Energy
Petroleum Groups Want Biodiesel ‘Loophole'
Closed in RIN Quality Assurance Rule
Allowing biodiesel producers to separate and sell renewable fuel
credits creates opportunities for fraud in the renewable
identification number market, petroleum groups told the
Environmental Protection Agency and White House during...


Energy
Senators Weigh Burden of Security Threats,
Environmental Initiatives on Bulk Power Grid
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The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission is taking steps to
better protect sensitive information regarding electric grid
security following an "emergency alert" by the Department of
Energy inspector general, FERC Acting Chairman...


Energy
Washington Ecology Department Reviews
Proposed Pacific Coast Crude-by-Rail Terminals
The Washington Department of Ecology and the city of Hoquiam,
Wash., began receiving comments April 10 to determine the
scoping of environmental impact statements for two independent
proposals to expand bulk-storage terminals. ...


Mining
Government Says Coal Production Fee
Doesn't Violate Constitution's Export Clause
The Supreme Court should decline to review a federal appeals
court's ruling that a fee on coal produced does not violate the
constitution's export clause, the federal government said April 9
(Aracoma Coal Co. v. U.S., U.S., No. 13-941,...


Natural Resources
Interior Releases ‘Landscape-Level' Strategy
For Offsetting Land, Resource Impacts
The Interior Department released April 10 a strategy to offset
land and resource impacts of oil and gas, mining, roads, pipelines
and other large development projects through "landscape-level"
planning....


Oil Spills
New York Coordinating Oil Spill Response With U.S.
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
announced April 10 that it's taking several steps to coordinate
state and federal response efforts related to potential crude oil
spill emergencies. The DEC, working with...


Pesticides
EPA Official Expects Worker Protection Rule
To Result in ‘Modest’ Cost Increases
Proposed revisions to the Environmental Protection Agency's
agricultural worker protection standard (RIN 2070-AJ22) would
result in "fairly modest" cost increases for industry that would be
outweighed by the benefits of...


Radioactive Waste
FY 2015 Spending Bill to Include Interim
Nuclear Storage Provision, Feinstein Says
Senate appropriators will include language authorizing the Energy
Department to develop interim nuclear waste storage sites as
part of a fiscal year 2015 energy and water spending bill, Sen.
Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) told Bloomberg BNA...


Risk Assessment
EPA to Release Draft Pesticide Assessments,
Lead Paint Methodology, Final TCE Analysis
The Environmental Protection Agency has set the groundwork to
begin releasing for comment dozens of draft reviews analyzing
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the risks of registered active pesticide ingredients, the agency's
assistant administrator for chemical...


Security
Pace of Security Plan Approvals Progresses
Between February, April, DHS Data Show
As the House Homeland Security Committee moves toward
consideration of a multiyear extension of the Department of
Homeland Security's chemical security program, the department
continues to show steady progress in approving site security...


Taxes
China Accelerates Plans for Environmental
Taxes, Moves to Cut Emissions From Coal
China will speed up the development of environmental tax
legislation that could penalize heavy polluters to help the central
government pay for programs to address air, soil and water
pollution, said a report from the State Council, China's...


Toxic Substances
EPA Awards $9.8 Million for Life Cycle Research
The Environmental Protection Agency announced April 10 that
Arizona State University and the University of California-Santa
Barbara would receive $9.8 million over the next four years to
study the effects of chemicals and nanomaterials...


Toxic Substances
European Food Safety Authority Delays
Finalization of Bisphenol A Risk Assessment
A comprehensive assessment being prepared by the European
Food Safety Authority (EFSA) of the risks to human health of the
widely used substance bisphenol A (BPA) will not be ready before
the end of 2014, the authority said April 9....


Toxic Substances
NTP to Host Alternative Toxicity Test Workshop
The National Toxicology Program will hold a workshop May 5-6 in
Raleigh, N.C., to discuss using small aquarium fish as model
organisms to quickly screen chemicals for their potential toxicities
and determine which compounds warrant further...


Trade
EU Official Says Trade Pact Should Secure
European Access to U.S. Natural Gas
Energy companies already have access to U.S. natural gas
exports, but the European Union wants a Transatlantic Trade and
Investment Partnership (TTIP) agreement to include language
legally guaranteeing such access, the EU's top trade...


Water Pollution
China Moves to Cut Chloralkali Discharges
Due to insufficient wastewater treatment standards to deal with
complicated pollutant discharges from the chloralkali industry,
China's Ministry of Environmental Protection has released a draft
of wastewater treatment standards...


Water Pollution
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Groups Give EPA Additional 16 Months
To Finalize Power Plant Effluent Limits
Four environmental groups have agreed to give the
Environmental Protection Agency an additional 16 months, until
Sept. 30, 2015, to finalize wastewater effluent limits from roughly
1,200 steam electric power plants (Defenders of Wildlife...


Water Pollution
Groups Say EPA Ignoring Court Ruling
On State Numeric Nutrient Criteria
The Environmental Protection Agency is ignoring a 2007 U.S.
Supreme Court ruling by appealing, and thereby delaying, a
decision requiring it to issue a finding within six months on
whether states need to adopt numeric nutrient criteria in...


Water Pollution
Virginia Backs EPA in Farm Bureau Lawsuit
Over TMDL Plan to Restore Chesapeake Bay
The Environmental Protection Agency never "coerced" states into
accepting the total maximum daily load plan for reducing
discharges of nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment that are
impairing the Chesapeake Bay, according to a brief...


Water Resources
Federal, California Agencies Release
Proposed Water Delivery Plan for 2014
The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and California's Department of
Water Resource released a plan for delivering the state's scarce
water resources via the federal and state facilities through the
end of the year....


BNA INSIGHTS


The State of Environmental Crime Enforcement: A Survey
of Developments in 2013
Six years ago in this space, we noted that David Uhlmann had
stepped down as chief of the Environmental Crimes Section (ECS)
at the Department of Justice (DOJ), to be replaced by another
career prosecutor, Stacey Mitchell. Now, after the second-
longest...
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NEWS


Agriculture
House Passes One-Month Farm Bill
Extension; Action Unlikely in Senate
The House passed a temporary extension of federal farm
programs via voice vote, but the bill faces an uphill battle in the
Senate as key Democratic lawmakers are opposed to the
legislation....


Air Pollution
Memo on CAIR Implementation Not Final
Agency Action, EPA Tells Appeals Court
The Environmental Protection Agency argued that a federal
appeals court lacks jurisdiction to review a memorandum advising
regional offices on how to respond to a court decision striking
down the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule, asserting...


Air Pollution
Supreme Court to Consider Road Builders' Petition
During a Jan. 10 conference, the U.S. Supreme Court will
consider a petition from road builders to overturn the
Environmental Protection Agency's approval of state regulations
for nonroad vehicles (Am. Road & Transp. Builders Ass'n...


Air Pollution
Third Circuit Denies Rehearing in Power Plant Suit
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit denied petitions
from the Environmental Protection Agency and states to rehear a
lawsuit that alleged a Pennsylvania power plant made
modifications without obtaining the necessary permits...


Biotechnology
Organic Farmers, Food Safety Advocates Urge
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Longer Comment Period on Crop Coexistence
A group of organic food producers and nonprofit food safety
organizations urged the Secretary of Agriculture to extend the
period for public comment about the issue of agricultural
coexistence between genetically modified and non-modified...


Chesapeake Bay
State-Federal Partnership Agreement Draft
Delayed Again Amid Discord on Toxics Goal
The Environmental Protection Agency and states in the
Chesapeake Bay watershed have failed again to reach agreement
on a draft accord spelling out how the states and federal
government will work together on restoration issues....


Climate Change
Environmental Groups Seek EPA Action on Biomass
In a Dec. 12 letter, citizens and environmental groups from 23
states urged the Environmental Protection Agency to regulate
greenhouse gas emission from industrial sources that burn
biomass. Such sources should be required to obtain prevention...


Climate Change
HUD Secretary Says U.S. Falling Behind
In Protecting Against Climate Impacts
Housing and Urban Development Secretary Shaun Donovan said
Dec. 12 the U.S. is falling behind its international counterparts in
long-term efforts to protect communities from the impacts of
climate change....


Climate Change
Mexican Government Entities Could Face
Binding Target for Cutting Carbon Emissions
Mexico's federal government entities would face a binding target
to reduce carbon dioxide emissions under a draft Special Climate
Change Program (PECC) expected to be ready in early January,
the director of WWF-Mexico's climate...


Climate Change
States ‘Front and Center' in Development
Of Carbon Dioxide Rules, EPA Official Says
President Barack Obama’s vow to cut carbon dioxide emissions
from new and existing power plants under his climate action plan
puts states "front and center" in crafting the rules, given that
states will largely be responsible...


Climate Change
Whitehouse Says Military Should Have
‘Robust’ Climate Change Communication
The U.S. military services should use their role as one of the most
trusted voices in the country to advocate more forcefully on
climate change, Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) said. ...


Drilling
California Prepares Emergency Rules
On Oil, Gas Well Stimulation Activities
California's Department of Conservation has released an
emergency rulemaking package to regulate oil and gas well
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stimulation activities while the agency completes the permanent
regulations proposed in November....


Drilling
Colorado City Enjoined From Certifying Vote on Ban
A judge has enjoined Broomfield, Colo., from certifying the results
of a recount of the November election in which city voters
approved a ban on hydraulic fracturing to extract oil and natural
gas (Beezley v. Broomfield, Colo. Dist. Ct., No....


Drilling
Nominee for Interior Department Role
Questioned on Criticism of Gas Drilling
A Wyoming senator questioned the neutrality of the Obama
administration's nominee to oversee the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service and the National Park Service, calling her views on
natural gas production "out of the mainstream."...


Drilling
Plan to Accelerate Plugging Abandoned
Oil, Gas Wells Proposed by Wyoming Governor
Wyoming Gov. Matt Mead (R) is proposing a plan to accelerate
the plugging of abandoned oil and gas wells in the state....


Endangered Species
Hastings Plans to Get Legislation Started
In 2014 to Reform Endangered Species Act
Rep. Doc Hastings (R-Wash.) said Dec. 12 he expects the House
Natural Resources Committee, which he chairs, to advance
legislation during 2014 to improve the Endangered Species Act....


Energy
‘Uncertainty' Must Be Reduced to Expand
Energy Storage in Grid, DOE Report Says
Modernizing the nation's electrical grid with more energy storage
will require efforts from government and industry to reduce
"uncertainty" about how the technology is used and how it can be
cost-effective, according to a new...


Energy
Baucus Plans to Unveil Energy-Specific Tax
Reform Proposal Before End of Year
The chairman of the Senate Finance Committee told Bloomberg
BNA Dec. 12 he is crafting an energy-specific tax reform
discussion draft that he is "hoping to" unveil before the Senate
adjourns for the year. ...


Energy
DOE Begins Accepting Applications
For $8 Billion in Energy Loan Guarantees
The Energy Department said Dec. 12 it has begun accepting
applications for $8 billion in loan guarantees for "advanced" fossil
energy projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions such as
carbon capture and sequestration and environmentally...


Energy
Energy Department Announces $150 Million
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In Tax Credits for Clean Energy Projects
The Energy Department announced Dec. 12 that $150 million in
tax credits for clean energy has been awarded to support
domestic manufacturing of projects related to renewable energy
and building and vehicle efficiency....


Energy
EU Proposals to Cap Crop-Based Biofuels
Face Delay After Energy Ministers Split
European Union legislative efforts to limit crop-based biofuels
because of concerns about their negative impact on global
warming and food prices face indefinite delays after EU energy
ministers failed to approve a compromise proposed...


Energy
Feinstein, Coburn Introduce Legislation
To Remove RFS Corn Ethanol Mandate
The renewable fuel standard's mandate requiring the use of
conventional corn ethanol would be removed under legislation
introduced Dec. 12 by Sens. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) and Tom
Coburn (R-Okla.)....


Energy
Governor Seeks Renewable Fuel Hearing in Iowa
Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad (R) asked the Environmental Protection
Agency to hold an additional public hearing in Iowa on its
proposed renewable fuel standard for 2014 in a Dec. 12 letter to
the agency, Agriculture Department and President Barack...


Energy
Public-Private Partnerships Crucial
To Meeting Renewable Goals, Panelists Say
The ability of federal agencies to meet aggressive renewable and
other energy goals depends on their use of public-private
partnerships, according to federal officials and others involved in
the industry. ...


Energy
Russia Adopts Energy Efficiency Standards
Amid Planned Residential Building Boom
Russian President Vladimir Putin has announced a program to
increase construction of residential buildings, coinciding with new
mandatory energy efficiency standards for buildings and
establishment of a new ministry tasked with improving...


Energy
U.S. Ex-Im Bank Adopts Guidelines Largely
Ending Support of Overseas Coal Power Units
U.S. financing for exports will no longer support overseas coal-
fired power plants except in rare cases, according to guidelines
adopted Dec. 12 by the U.S. Export-Import Bank. ...


Enforcement
California City's Fine for Sewage Spills
To Be Cut When Wetlands Project Completed
La Mesa, Calif., has reached a settlement with state regulators
that would suspend nearly half of an $801,462 fine for sewage
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spills once a wetlands restoration project in the San Diego River
watershed is completed. ...


EPA
Customs to Test National Automation Program
The National Customs Automation Program will be tested
regarding transmission of electronic filings of certain import data
from the Environmental Protection Agency and the Agriculture
Department's Food Safety and Inspection Service...


EPA
Inspector General Says Poor Management,
Lax Controls Allowed Fraud by EPA Official
"Ineffective internal controls" and "management inaction" allowed
a former senior air official at the Environmental Protection Agency
to defraud the government of nearly $900,000, the agency's
inspector general...


Fuel Efficiency
Light-Duty Vehicles Set Records on Economy,
Emissions Reductions in 2012, EPA Says
Light-duty vehicles set records for greenhouse gas emission
reductions and fuel economy in model year 2012, the
Environmental Protection Agency said in an annual report
released Dec. 12....


General Policy
U.S., China Pledge to Cooperate
On Marine Emissions, Soil Pollution, Shale
Top U.S. and Chinese environment officials meeting in Beijing
reiterated their joint commitment to reducing emissions from
marine vessels, soil pollution, impacts from shale gas and
mercury pollution, according to a Dec. 11 report on the...


Hazmat Transport
Transportation Safety Board Urges PHMSA
To Update Requirements for Rail Tank Cars
The National Transportation Safety Board called on the Pipeline
and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to update design
requirements for rail tank cars that are used to carry flammable
liquids, such as crude oil....


Insurance
Pollution Exclusion Doesn't Bar Coverage
For Diesel Overflow Contained Within Building
A pollution exclusion clause does not relieve an insurer of the
duty to defend a policyholder against claims stemming from an
overflow of diesel fuel that was contained inside a building, the
U.S. District Court for the District of Puerto Rico...


Mining
Response Deadline Extended in Dredge-and-Fill Case
The U.S. Supreme Court has extended by one month, until Jan.
15, the deadline to submit a response to a petition for writ of
certiorari in a case about the Environmental Protection Agency's
authority to veto portions of a dredge-and-fill...
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Radioactive Waste
House Republicans Press Regulators
To Move Faster on Yucca Licensing Review
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission should move faster on the
licensing process for the stalled Yucca Mountain nuclear waste
storage site, House Republicans told commission members at a
Dec. 12 oversight hearing....


Risk Assessment
NTP Peer-Review Panel Recommends Listing
Ortho-Toluidine as Known Human Carcinogen
A peer-review panel organized by the National Toxicology
Program unanimously recommended reclassifying a chemical
used to make rubber as a known human carcinogen....


Solid Waste
California Court Upholds San Francisco
Plastic Bag Ban Ordinance, Fee Scheme
The California Court of Appeal for the second time in six months
upheld San Francisco city and county’s plastic bag ordinance,
including a provision allowing San Francisco to expand its law to
include all retailers and food establishments...


Sustainability
Green Building Council Official Defends
Rating System From Industry Criticism
A U.S. Green Building Council official Dec. 12 defended the latest
version of its voluntary Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) rating system against criticism from some
chemical and building products manufacturers....


Toxic Substances
Five Chemical Manufacturers to Generate
Environmental Monitoring Data for Siloxane
Five chemical manufacturers agreed Dec. 12 to generate for the
Environmental Protection Agency information about releases of a
siloxane into the environment, how wastewater treatment affects
its concentrations, and the exposure of aquatic...


Trade
Ontario Bill Responds to WTO Ruling Against
Domestic Content Rules for Renewables
The Ontario government has introduced a bill in the provincial
Legislature in response to a ruling by the World Trade
Organization that found the province's domestic content
requirements for renewable energy projects violated
international...


Water Pollution
Federal-State Initiative Announced to Restore
Urban Middle Rio Grande in New Mexico
A conservation initiative that seeks to address water quality
issues in the portion of the Rio Grande that flows through
Albuquerque, N.M., was launched by the Environmental
Protection Agency and several other federal and state agencies....


Water Resources
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Plan for California Delta Project Open for Comment
California's proposal to build a $25 billion water conveyance
system in the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta is being
released for public comment, according to a notice scheduled for
publication Dec. 13. The public will have 120 days...


Water Resources
Western Governors Reassert Water Supply Primacy
States have the ultimate say in the management of their water
resources and are best suited to address the unique nature of
Western water law and hydrology, the Western Governors
Association said in a resolution approved Dec. 11. "States...
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: CBO: Not reducing RFS mandates could raise fuel prices â  Wind farm gets first eagle take permit
Date: Tuesday, July 01, 2014 7:42:40 AM


News Headline: CBO: Not reducing RFS mandates could raise fuel prices â€” Wind farm gets first
eagle take permit | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Politico - Online
News Text: With help from Erica Martinson
 
NOT ROLLING BACK RFS MANDATES MEANS HIGHER FUEL PRICES — CBO: If EPA does not stick to its
proposed rollbacks in the 2014 Renewable Fuel Standard mandates, average E10 gasoline prices
would rise by 4 to 9 percent by 2017, according to a new report from the Congressional Budget
Office. That's because fuel suppliers would have to more than triple their use of advanced biofuels
and add more ethanol to the gasoline supply than would work with a 10 percent blend of ethanol,
CBO says. The agency also concluded that petroleum-based diesel prices would increase by 9 to 14
percent under that scenario, but that E85 fuel would actually decline by 37 to 51 percent. The
report: http://1.usa.gov/1liRvHy
 
HOWEVER: CBO says it is unlikely EPA will stick to the mandates prescribed in the Energy
Independence and Security Act of 2007 because it “would require a large and rapid increase in the
use of advanced biofuels and would cause the total percentage of ethanol in the nation's gasoline
supply to rise to levels that would require significant changes in the infrastructure of fueling
stations.” CBO worked out two other scenarios — in which EPA maintains its proposed 2014 levels
and in which Congress fully repeals the RFS — and concluded fuel prices would be about the same in
each.
 
Likely little effect on food prices: The report also notes that is EPA hues to its 2014 proposal or if the
RFS is repealed by Congress, about the same amount of U.S. corn would go toward making ethanol
“because suppliers would probably find it cost-effective to use a roughly 10 percent blend of corn
ethanol in gasoline in 2017 even in the absence of the RFS. Therefore, food prices would also be
about the same under the 2014 volumes scenario and the repeal scenario.” In the more unlikely
scenario with higher ethanol mandates, CBO projects a 6 percent increase in corn prices, which
would boost overall U.S. spending on food by around 0.25 percent.
 
As for emissions: “The RFS's potential to reduce emissions will be greater over the longer term if it
encourages improvements in the technology for producing fuels with relatively low emissions, such
as cellulosic biofuels — particularly dropin cellulosic gasoline or diesel that can be added to the
supply of transportation fuels without encountering problems with the 10 percent blend wall. As
noted above, however, tension exists between the goals of limiting the near-term cost of complying
with the RFS (by issuing waivers for cellulosic biofuels, for example) and providing a strong incentive
for the development of better technology.”
 
BIOFUELS GROUP SLAMS REPORT: ““Some reports are simply not worth reading, and this is one of
them,” said Brooke Coleman, executive director of the Advanced Ethanol Council. “You cannot
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assess the impacts of the RFS without looking at the benefits of reducing consumer demand for
gasoline and diesel fuel. That's the entire point of the RFS and the CBO simply states that ‘it did not
account for that effect in this analysis.' … CBO reports are supposed to be impartial and objective,
and therefore informative. This particular report appears to detail a fantasy world that does not
inform the current debate.”
 
HAPPY FRIDAY and welcome to Morning Energy, where your regular morning host is taking some
time off to really put quality time into his Star Trek fanfiction. Until he returns, send your energy
news to Bob King at bking@politico.com, and follow on Twitter the whole energy team:
http://bit.ly/Qad8Rb
 
ALL POLICY IS LOCAL: Don't miss the latest edition of our monthly newsletter “All Policy is Local:
Energy and the Midterms,” part of a series examining how energy policy issues are affecting the
2014 midterm elections. In this new edition: a look at how influential Mary Landrieu really is atop
the energy committee, how the LNG export battle is shaping Colorado's Senate election, the
billionaires that candidates from both parties are distancing themselves from in Alaska, and just
what's going on in West Virginia's third congressional district. Check it out:
http://politico.pro/VtgvqM
 
** More than 500 influential voices in energy. One platform. Chevron is proud to be the originating
sponsor of the #EnergyInsider TweetHub. Visit the Tweet Hub now to get the latest insights on
energy http://bit.ly/1qjBTJd **
 
WIND FARM GETS TAKE PERMIT: A California wind farm that has been operational for a year and a
half will get the wind industry's first "take" permit for golden eagles under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act, according to a notice in today's Federal Register. The Fish and Wildlife Service says it
has completed environmental assessments of the 102.5 megawatt Shiloh IV project in Solano
County, which is operated by EDF. The project will get a 5-year take permit for golden eagles, which
provides some shielding against prosecution over any of the protected birds that may be incidentally
killed by the turbines. The company is required to implement a conservation plan to avoid or
minimize the impacts on eagles. The FR notice: http://1.usa.gov/1jo0307
 
— The eagle take permits have become a bone of contention between the booming wind industry
and conservation groups concerned about turbines impacts on protected birds like eagles. FWS
recently extended the maximum possible take permit period to 30 years in response to industry
complaints that renewable energy projects last for decades. The American Bird Conservancy sued
FWS over that rule last week.
 
Road to perdition: A spokesman for Sen. Lisa Murkowski used the news to bash Interior over denying
the King Cove emergency access road through a wildlife refuge. “Now wait a gosh darn minute, you
mean to tell me that the Interior Department says it's OK for wind farms to kill eagles, but the good
people of King Cove can't build an 11-mile life-saving road because it might disturb a few migrating
black brant?” Rob Dillon emailed reporters yesterday.
 
EPA ASKS COURT TO LIFT STAY ON CSAPR: EPA has asked the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C.







Circuit to lift a stay on the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule that was put in place while the rule headed
to the Supreme Court, where it was upheld in April. The appellate court had put the rule on hold in
December 2011, just before its first phase was meant to take effect. “EPA is also asking the Court to
adjust the deadlines in the rule so that implementation of the final rule would begin on January 1,
2015,” said EPA spokeswoman Liz Purchia. “Given the Supreme Court's support of the agency's
approach and the fact that sources are well positioned to implement the rule, there is no reason for
CSAPR to remain stayed while the remaining legal issues are resolved,” Purchia said.
 
CONFIRMED: The Senate yesterday confirmed Jo Handelsman to be an associate director of the
White House Office of Science and Technology Policy and Esther Kia'aina to be assistant secretary of
the Interior for insular areas.
 
OMB, SHELL TALK OIL TRAIN RULE: After a veritable flurry of meetings on the Transportation
Department's new oil train regulations, in May and the beginning of June, the White House Office of
Management and Budget went two weeks before holding another meeting this week on the topic.
Two Shell executives, Chris Jackson and Kristin Whitman, met with administration officials on
Tuesday to talk over the rule. OMB did not post any documents from the meeting.
 
TODAY IN NEW LEGISLATION — OIL MARKET SPECULATION: Rosa DeLauro, David Cicilline and Raul
Grijalva have introduced legislation aimed at limit oil market speculation. The Energy Markets
Emergency Act would direct the Commodity Futures Trading Commission to go after speculators and
“to eliminate excessive speculation, price distortion, sudden or unreasonable fluctuations, or
unwarranted changes in prices, or other unlawful activity that is causing major market disturbances
that prevent the market from accurately reflecting the forces of supply and demand for energy
commodities.” Bill text: http://politico.pro/1jS71dL
 
ASE PICKS UP NEW BOARD MEMBERS: The Alliance to Save Energy has added four new members to
its board of directors: Mark Lantrip of Southern Company Services; Kevin Payne of Southern
California Edison; Aurelie Richard of Schneider Electric North America Operations; and Gayle
Schueller of 3M Company. ASE also selected Rep. David McKinley (R-W.Va.) as honorary vice-chair.
 
QUICK HITS
 
— Newly announced pipelines could carry another 885,000 barrels of oil per day out of the Bakken
region. Wall Street Journal: http://on.wsj.com/1rFB4KB
 
— Voters in a Colorado town rejected a fracking moratorium ballot measure this week, but that's not
stopping higher-level talks from continuing. AP: http://bit.ly/1wCBILH
 
— Officials looking into radiation leaks at the Waste Isolation Pilot Project are now looking at Los
Alamos National Lab, where the canister that burst in February came from. AP:
http://apne.ws/1r1SodM
 
— PolitiFact rates Speaker John Boehner's recent claim that the delay is approving Keystone XL has
cost "more than 100,000 jobs" as "false." http://bit.ly/1miyqp6







 
THAT'S ALL FOR ME. Have a great weekend.
 
** More than 500 influential voices in energy. One platform. Chevron is proud to be the originating
sponsor of the #EnergyInsider TweetHub. Visit the Tweet Hub now to get the latest insights on
energy http://bit.ly/1rd6Heg **
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Air Pollutants From Biomass Burning
Exceed Those From Coal, Report Says
Facilities burning biomass emit more air pollutants, including
carbon dioxide, per megawatt-hour than those that burn coal,
according to a Partnership for Policy Integrity report....


Air Pollution
China Considers More Electric-Car Incentives
With Sales Lagging Behind Targets
China may exempt electric-car buyers from paying purchase
taxes as part of expanded state measures to bolster sales of such
vehicles after past incentives failed to spur demand, Vice Premier
Ma Kai said....


Air Pollution
EPA Should Strengthen Procedures to Study
Pollution's Effects, Inspector General Says
The Environmental Protection Agency followed applicable
regulations when it conducted five studies in 2010 and 2011 on
the effects of pollution on humans, but the agency's procedures
should be updated and strengthened as the existing...


Air Pollution
EPA Studying Role of Air Sensors
In Evaluating Air Quality of Communities
The Environmental Protection Agency is studying how small-scale,
low-cost air quality sensors can be used to help reliably evaluate
an area’s air quality, an agency official told a federal advisory
subcommittee April 2. ...


Budget
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New York Budget Signed by Cuomo Includes
$9 Million Increase for Environmental Fund
The fiscal 2014-2015 state budget signed April 1 by New York
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo (D) calls for financing the state
Environmental Protection Fund at $162 million, a $9 million
increase from the year before, according to summaries provided
by...


Budget
Proposed Cuts in Corps of Engineers Budget
Draw Bipartisan Criticism on Capitol Hill
Lawmakers from both political parties criticized the Obama
administration April 2 for submitting a budget request that would
cut spending 17 percent from spending on the water
infrastructure construction, maintenance and planning work...


Climate Change
EPA Seeks Small Business Input on Truck Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency is seeking nominees to
serve on a small-business advocacy review panel for an upcoming
proposal to set greenhouse gas emissions standards for medium-
and heavy–duty vehicles beyond model year...


Climate Change
Republican Amendments to Bar Carbon Tax,
Set New Hurdles for EPA Rules Fall Short
A Missouri Republican fell short April 2 in his attempt to raise a
new hurdle to any future legislative efforts to impose a carbon
tax, as Senate Democrats blocked more than a half-dozen
proposals to advance energy projects such as the Keystone...


Endangered Species
Federal Court Rejects Another Challenge
To Endangered Species Listings Settlements
A federal court ruled March 31 that a lawsuit settlement in which
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service agreed to a schedule for
decisions on Endangered Species Act listings did not violate the
rights of other parties (Nat'l Ass'n of Home...


Energy
DOE Likely to Solicit Loan Guarantees
For Renewables This Quarter, Moniz Says
The Department of Energy is likely to solicit a new round of
department-backed loan guarantees for renewable energy
technologies in "this quarter" of 2014, Energy Secretary Ernest
Moniz told reporters April 2....


Energy
Energy Department to Take Over Uranium
Enrichment Project in Ohio, Moniz Says
The Department of Energy will take over management of U.S.
Enrichment Corp.'s American Centrifuge uranium enrichment
project later this month as the department looks into
"reprogramming" nearly $57 million to continue the...


Energy
German Firms Work in China to Create
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Energy-Efficient Cities, Buildings
China and Germany are coordinating on a joint program to
promote energy efficiency in buildings and cities as part of
Germany's wider push to export its renewables know-how
abroad, the quasi-public German Energy Agency, dena, said in...


Energy
Grassley Says Renewable Tax Credit
To Return; Hatch Predicts Senate Passage
An extension of the renewable energy production tax credit will
be included in an updated version of tax extenders legislation to
be voted on by the Senate Finance Committee April 3, Sen. Chuck
Grassley (R-Iowa) told Bloomberg BNA. ...


Energy
U.S. Energy Imports Fall to Lowest Level
In Two Decades as Production Up, EIA Says
U.S. net imports of energy declined in 2013 to their lowest level
in more than two decades, the Energy Information Administration
said....


Energy
U.S. Suppliers Cannot Export Natural Gas
To EU Until 2015, Kerry Tells Officials
Companies with licenses to export natural gas from the U.S. could
not ship liquefied natural gas (LNG) to the European Union before
2015, Secretary of State John Kerry said at the opening of the
EU-U.S. Energy Council meeting in Brussels on April...


General Policy
McCarthy Defends Power Plant Rules,
Promises Renewable Fuel Standard by June
During congressional testimony April 2, Environmental Protection
Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy defended the forthcoming
carbon pollution standards for coal-fired power plants and
promised a final renewable fuel standard by June....


Hazmat Transport
PHMSA Chief Says Petroleum Institute
Failing to Share Bakken Crude Oil Data
The American Petroleum Institute has failed to provide the
Transportation Department with requested information on the
characteristics of crude oil from the Bakken region in North
Dakota, according to the head of the Pipeline and Hazardous...


Mining
Court Upholds Lease of Two Coal Tracts
By BLM in Wyoming's Powder River Basin
A federal judge has ruled in favor of the Bureau of Land
Management in an environmental group's challenge of the
bureau's decision to lease two coal tracts in Wyoming's Powder
River Basin (WildEarth Guardians v. Bureau of Land...


Mining
Selenium Mining Case Stayed After Alpha Settlement
The U.S. District Court for the Southern District of West Virginia
issued a sentencing stay April 1 in a citizen suit regarding federal
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clean water and mining violations by Alpha Natural Resources
subsidiaries Marfork Coal Co. and Independence...


Security
House Subcommittee to Mark up Revised
Chemical Security Legislation April 3
A House Homeland Security Committee subcommittee is
scheduled to mark up a revised version of legislation April 3 that
would provide a three-year extension of the Homeland Security
Department's chemical security program....


Superfund
EPA Announces Upcoming Five-Year Reviews
At 10 Previously Closed Sites in Region 6
The Environmental Protection Agency announced March 31 it will
conduct five-year reviews on 10 closed superfund sites in the
south-central U.S. to ensure that the remedy for each site
continues to protect public health and the environment....


Sustainability
Standards Board Offer Voluntary Guidelines
On Addressing Sustainability in SEC Filings
The Sustainability Accounting Standards Board (SASB) released
April 2 voluntary guidelines for helping companies such as Google
Inc., Dell Inc. and AT&T Inc. report on sustainability in annual
filings with the Securities and Exchange...


Toxic Substances
Alternative Assessments Among Uses
Being Explored for EPA's ToxCast Data
The Environmental Protection Agency is working with the
California EPA to explore whether cell-function, receptor-binding
and other types of chemical information generated through the
federal agency's ToxCast program could help...


Toxic Substances
Vermont Senate Approves Legislation
To Allow State Agency to Ban Chemicals
The Vermont Senate passed legislation March 27 that would allow
the state to heavily regulate commercial chemicals deemed
harmful to people or the environment....


Water Pollution
EPA Says 'Buy American' Water Provisions
Apply Only to Projects Funded in FY 2014
The "Buy America" provisions imposed by Congress on the clean
water and drinking water state revolving funds will apply only to
projects for which assistance agreements or engineering plans
and specifications are approved between...


Water Pollution
EPA Wants to Engage States on Water
Rules, Other Initiatives, Perciasepe Says
The Environmental Protection Agency wants to engage states in a
broad discussion on the recent proposal aimed at clarifying the
scope of Clean Water Act jurisdiction over the nation's waters and
wetlands, the agency's Deputy Administrator...



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E8K6K7J2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:129

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E8K6K7J2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:129

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E8K6F6U1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:130

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E8K6F6U1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:130

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E8K5Y9Z0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:131

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E8K5Y9Z0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:131

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E8K7Z6Q0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:132

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E8K7Z6Q0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:132

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E8K6F9N4&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:133

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E8K6F9N4&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:133

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E8K6J1Z4&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:134

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E8K6J1Z4&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:134

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E8M1X6P0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:135

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E8M1X6P0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:135





Water Pollution
Washington State Enacts Law to Study
Implementation of Water Quality Trading
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee (D) signed into law March 27 a bill
kicking off an inquiry into whether there are enough potential
buyers and sellers of water-quality trading credits to support the
establishment of a trading market, and what form...


Water Resources
California, U.S. Officials to Lift Endangered
Species Limits on Bay-Delta Storm Pumping
California and federal officials have agreed to lift limits on
pumping from the San Joaquin-Sacramento River Delta designed
to protect endangered salmon in order to take advantage of
anticipated storm events in the drought-stricken state....


Water Resources
Snowpack in Drought-Stricken California
At 32 Percent of Average Peak Season
The California Department of Water Resources said that while
recent storms boosted Sierra Nevada snowpack, its statewide
water content is just 32 percent of average. ...


CORRECTION
An article in the March 28 report about a proposed rare earth
mine inaccurately stated the company's name and the
spokesman's title. The company is Rare Element Resources Ltd.,
and George Byers is the company's vice president...


INTERVIEW


Climate Change
Interview: IPCC Official Christopher Field
Discusses Latest Climate Change Report
After five days of talks, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change presented the Working Group II report March 31 in
Yokohama, Japan. The new document, the second of three parts
that will combine to become the IPCC’s Fifth Assessment...


SPECIAL REPORT


International Issues
Long Road Ahead Seen for Ecuadoreans
To Collect $9.5 Billion Award From Chevron
Ecuadorean villagers who sued Chevron Corp. for allegedly
polluting the Amazon rain forest while drilling for oil will have a
hard time collecting the $9.5 billion judgment ordered by a court
in their country, law professors and attorneys...


CALENDAR


LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Supreme Court Won't Review Finding
That Air Act Doesn't Preempt Class Action
A proposed class of landowners may proceed with state tort
claims alleging a corn processing facility polluted nearby
properties after the U.S. Supreme Court denied a certiorari
petition raising preemption issues Dec. 1 (Grain Processing...


Chemicals
Canada Publishes Draft Assessments Finding
Bacillus, Escherichia hermannii Not Toxic
Environment Canada published draft environmental assessments
concluding that 12 living organisms do not meet any toxicity
criteria under the Canadian Environmental Protection Act. ...


Chemicals
Environment Canada Final Decision
Says 42 Benzidine-Based Dyes Not Toxic
Environment Canada published a final decision that 42 benzidine-
based dyes do not meet toxicity criteria under the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act. ...


Chesapeake Bay
Maryland Farm Bureau Urges State to Delay
Consideration of Proposed Phosphorus Rule
The Maryland Farm Bureau urged the state's regulatory review
board to delay consideration of a proposed phosphorus fertilizer
rule until after Gov.-elect Larry Hogan (R) takes office in
January....


Climate Regulation
Commenters Urge EPA to Ease Interim Goals
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For Compliance in Power Plant Carbon Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency should revise interim
compliance goals in proposed carbon dioxide standards for
existing power plants to provide states with more flexibility in
meeting 2030 emissions reduction targets, according...


Climate Regulation
EPA Urged to Include 'Compliance Penalty'
For Early Reactor Retirement in Power Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency's proposed clean power
plant rule doesn't do enough to help nuclear reactors at risk of
early shutdown and should include a "compliance penalty" for
states where nuclear power plants...


Climate Regulation
States Say EPA Unlawful Settlement Should
Compel Proposed Carbon Rules Withdrawal
The Clean Air Act prohibits the Environmental Protection Agency
from regulating power plant emissions under two different
sections of the statute, and that fact should compel the agency to
withdraw proposed carbon pollution limits for existing...


Emissions Trading
California Republicans Renew Fight to Stop
Inclusion of Fuels, Gas in Trading Program
Two Republican state lawmakers in California announced Dec. 1
plans to introduce new legislation to exempt distributors of
transportation fuels and natural gas from the state's greenhouse
gas emissions cap-and-trade program....


Emissions Trading
EU Will Struggle to Decarbonize Economy,
Retain Energy-Intensive Industry, IEA Says
The European Union will struggle to finance the decarbonization
of its economy and keep power and gas prices low enough to
retain energy-intensive industries, according to the International
Energy Agency....


Energy
Senate Energy Panel Plans to Act Quickly
On Colette Honorable's Nomination to FERC
The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee scheduled a
Dec. 4 hearing on the nomination of Colette Honorable to fill a
vacancy on the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission....


Energy
Senate Environment Committee to Vote
On Nominee to Fill Macfarlane's NRC Term
The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee will vote
Dec. 2 on the nomination of Jeffery M. Baran to fill the term of
outgoing Nuclear Regulatory Commission Chairwoman Allison
Macfarlane, according to a notice published on the committee’s...


Energy
Senate Leader Reid Plans Votes
On DOE Nominees Before Adjournment
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) said he hopes to
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schedule Senate votes on seven Department of Energy nominees
before adjourning in two to three weeks....


EPA
EPA Clarifies How Advisers May Speak
To Media Amid Transparency Concerns
The Environmental Protection Agency has clarified that members
of its scientific advisory panels may speak with the media or
public about their recommendations and activities without prior
agency clearance except during panel deliberations....


European Union
EU Member State Environment Ministers 
Resist Weakening Air, Waste Proposals
The new European Commission should not backtrack on proposals
the previous commission made to strengthen a number of
European Union directives on air pollution and waste, according to
a letter signed by environment ministers from 11 EU countries...


Hazmat Transport
Cuomo Report Urges Federal Action
On Crude Oil Transportation Safety
The federal government should expedite implementation of new
tank car standards and operational controls to protect against
crude oil transportation disasters, New York Gov. Andrew M.
Cuomo (D) said Dec. 1....


Hazmat Transport
PHMSA Reverse Logistics Proposal
Would Reduce Hazmat Safety, Carriers Say
A Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration
proposal intended to simplify hazmat transport requirements for
"reverse logistics" operations would have the unintended
consequence of reducing public safety, carriers...


International Climate
U.S. Will Stick With Pledge to Cut Emissions
Up to 28 Percent at UN Talks, Stern Says
The U.S. has no plans to strengthen its "highly aggressive but
achievable" pledge to cut greenhouse gas emissions up to 28
percent over the next decade as it resumes negotiations that are
to conclude with an international climate accord...


Mining
Appalachian Groups Call for Conductivity Rule
A coalition of citizen groups from Appalachia released a report
Dec. 1 asking the Obama administration to do more to protect
people and the environment from coal mining activities.
Specifically, the Alliance for Appalachia, comprising 11...


Nanotechnology
EU Parliament Committee Seeks Moratorium 
On Engineered Nano-Ingredients in Food
The European Union should implement a moratorium on artificial
nano-ingredients in food until the safety of those ingredients can
be proved, according to provisions inserted by the European
Parliament's environment committee into...
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Regulatory Policy
Justices Consider Whether Agencies Must
Use Rulemaking to Change Interpretation
The Administrative Procedure Act expressly exempts federal
agencies from formal notice-and-comment rulemaking
requirements when they make changes to interpretative rules,
Deputy Solicitor General Edwin S. Kneedler argued Dec. 1 in...


Superfund
Supreme Court Declines to Review Ruling
On 'Act of War' Defense to Owner Liability
The U.S. Supreme Court on Dec. 1 declined to review a finding
that the "act of war" defense to Superfund liability relieves World
Trade Center owners and lessees of liability for dust that entered
a building a block away after the collapse...


Superfund
Supreme Court Lets Stand CERCLA Ruling
On Bankruptcy Approval Trigger of Time Bar
The U.S. Supreme Court on Dec. 1 let stand a ruling that a
bankruptcy court's approval of a Superfund settlement triggered
the three-year limitations period for the bankrupt party to file a
contribution claim (Asarco LLC v. Goodwin, U.S.,...


Sustainability
EPA Revises Draft Guidelines for Ecolabels,
Private Performance Standards in Purchasing
In response to public feedback, the Environmental Protection
Agency has revised part of its draft guidelines for using private
sector environmental performance standards and ecolabels in
federal purchasing....


Vehicle Fuels
Refiners' Association to Sue EPA Over Delay
In Issuing Renewable Fuel Standard for 2015
An oil refiners' association said Dec. 1 it will sue the
Environmental Protection Agency for failure to issue the 2015
renewable fuel standard by the Nov. 30 statutory deadline....


Water Pollution
House, Senate Negotiate One-Year Extension
On EPA Small-Vessel General Permit Ban
House and Senate negotiators on Dec. 1 agreed to extend a one-
year moratorium on Clean Water Act discharge permits for all
commercial fishing vessels and small commercial vessels, as part
of legislation authorizing U.S. Coast Guard programs...


Water Pollution
Response Time for Jurisdictional Petition Extended
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has through Dec. 31 to
respond to a petition seeking Supreme Court review of whether a
jurisdictional determination under the Clean Water Act amounts
to a final agency action subject to judicial review (Kent...


Removal Action to Begin at Blue Ridge Plating Site
Hazardous substances at the Blue Ridge Plating site in Arden,
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N.C., pose a threat to human health and the environment and will
be removed beginning Dec. 1, the Environmental Protection
Agency announced. According to the EPA, investigators...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


DECEMBER 1 FEDERAL REGISTER


DECEMBER 2 FEDERAL REGISTER
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Subject: CREW sues EPA for release of RFS-related documents
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2014 7:30:11 AM


News Headline: CREW sues EPA for release of RFS-related documents | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Ethanol Producer Magazine - Online
News Text: CREW sues EPA for release of RFS-related documents By Erin Voegele | October 22, 2014
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, a nonprofit legal watchdog group, has
announced it is suing the U.S. EPA for failing to release documents related to oil industry efforts to
influence the renewable fuel standard (RFS). The move follows CREW's May 2014 request that EPA
Inspector General Arthur Elkins investigate whether the Carlyle Group and Delta Airlines improperly
influenced the EPA's 2014 RFS proposal, which cited the E10 blend wall a factor contributing to the
decision to set proposed 2014 volume obligations at levels well below statutory requirements.
According to information released by CREW, its request for an investigation by the inspector general
followed a Reuters article that was published in May. That article described how the Carlyle Group
and Delta Airlines had lobbied members of Congress and the administration to reduce the 2014 RFS
volume obligations. In addition to requesting the investigation, CREW also filed a request for records
under the Freedom of Information Act. According to CREW, it took months for the EPA to release the
documents it had provided to Reuters. CREW has also indicated the EPA has not yet handed over all
relevant documents. In addition, CREW said it has concerns that oil companies leveraged high-level
political connections to convince the White House and the EPA to insert special waivers into the RFS
that could potentially allow oil companies to refuse to sell biofuels. “It certainly seems as if the
administration has backtracked on its commitment to renewable fuels. The question is why. Was
there a back room deal orchestrated by big oil and high ranking officials in the Obama
administration?” asked CREW Executive Director Melanie Sloan. “Even though it is nearly 2015, the
renewable fuel standards for 2014 still haven't been released. Is this to avoid potential political
fallout in the mid-terms for siding with the oil industry over the biofuel industry?” Within its
statement announcing the lawsuit, CREW references a letter Sens. Ed Markey, D-Mass., and Barbara
Boxer, D-Calif., sent the White House earlier this month expressing concern over the EPA's 2014 RFS
proposal. That letter stresses that the EPA's proposal relies on a “questionable reading of the statute
that would allow the oil industry to escape its obligations under the RFS by simply blocking or
limiting the distribution of renewable fuel blends to consumers.” Rather that fostering competition
and innovation in the transportation fuel market, the letter said the 2014 RFS rule would give power
to the oil industry to impede the development of its competition. “Should this proposal be adopted,
our consumption of oil would rise, yielding an immediate increase in carbon pollution in 2014 and
beyond,” wrote Markey and Boxer. According to data cited in the letter, the proposed rule could
increase net carbon pollution by 28.2 million metric tons this year alone, when compared to the
savings that would be achieved if the EPA had used the same methodology it has used in previous
years to set the volume obligations. If the new approach is carried forward, the letter states that by
2022 the U.S. could miss out on nearly 1 billion metric tons of cumulative carbon pollution
reductions. In addition to increasing carbon emissions, Markey and Boxer stressed that the proposed
rule would derail “efforts to attract investment to critical U.S. innovation markets and drive the
development of fuels that further reduce carbon pollution in the long-term.” “We are aware of
concerns about the potential market and policy implications of aggressive RFS targets, said the
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senators in the letter. “But the country cannot afford to address these challenges by imposing
unreasonable cuts to the program and adopting a new administrative approach that would send
investment overseas by providing loopholes for oil companies to escape obligations under the Clean
Air Act.” In its announcement, CREW noted that both Carlyle and Delta lobbied heavily for lower
volume obligations and the use of the new methodology and would benefit financially from these
changes. As revealed by Reuters, CREW said the two companies persuaded Reps. Robert Brady, D-
Pa., and Patrick Meehan, R-Pa., to lobby administration officials, including Vice President Joe Biden,
White House Chief of Staff Denis McDonough, National Economic Council Director Ronald Minsk,
and former National Economic Council Director Gene Sperling to weaken the RFS. “Is the EPA slow-
walking its release of these documents because it does not want the public to learn how political the
RFS has become? The RFS should be based on sound energy policy, not politics. CREW's lawsuit will
shed light on what really went on at the EPA,” Sloan said. CREW filed its lawsuit on Oct. 22 with the
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia. According to a copy of the filing, on May 28 CREW
sent a FOIA request to the EPA requesting all records from Jan. 1, 2013 through the present related
to the EPA's proposal to decrease the amount of renewable fuel required to blend into
transportation fuel supplies in the 2014 RFS. The request included external and intra-agency
communications, in addition to correspondence, memoranda, email and phone records with all
federal agencies, White House individuals or officers, any congressional offices and any employees,
representative and/or lobbyists of Carlyle and Delta. CREW also requested the EPA expedite its
request. On June 13, the EPA denied CREW's request for expedition. CREW later agreed to narrow
the scope of its request to include all documents EPA provided to Reuters in response to its FOIA
request, covering 2013, and communications between EPA and other government entities, and
documents responsive to both the Reuters and CREW FOIA requests for 2014. According to CREW,
EPA made a first release of documents on Sept. 26. That release covered only 2013 and included
documents EPA produced in response to Reuters FOIA and congressional correspondence. In its
filing, CREW said that the EPA noted it would “continue to work” on it, but indicated no date for
completion. According to CREW, EPA has also failed to advise the group on what additional
documents it plans to release and which it plans to withhold and why. The lawsuit filing explains that
the FOIA requires agencies to make that determination within 20 days of receiving a non-expedited
FOIA request.  The EPA published its proposed rule for the 2014 RFS in mid-November. The
comment period on the rulemaking closed on Jan. 28. On Aug. 22 the EPA delivered the final rule to
the White House of Office and Budget for review. That review process is currently ongoing. The
EPA's Regulatory Development and Retrospective Review Tracker currently indicates the final rule is
expected to be published in the Federal Register in October. However, as cited by CREW in its
lawsuit, many in the industry are speculating that the final rule won't be released until after the Nov.
4 mid-term elections. The EPA's review tracker also indicates the agency began work on the 2015
RFS proposal in June. According to EPA documentation, the notice of proposed rulemaking for the
2015 RFS rule is currently expected to be released in February.     Related Articles Urban Air Initiative
calls new EPA emission models flawed DOE opens funding opportunity for feedstock research
Biobased materials, chemicals attract significant investment Dinneen: ‘Elections matter' 3 P's of
Maintenance Every Family Needs a Farmer
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA Agrees to Act on Fine Particulate Plans
For California, Alaska by Specified Dates
The Environmental Protection Agency announced a proposed
consent decree July 31 that would set concrete deadlines for
approval or disapproval of elements of clean air plans that
California and Alaska submitted to address new sources of fine...


Air Pollution
More Stringent Ozone Standard Would Cost
Billions, Shutter Coal Plants, Industry Says
A more stringent national ambient air quality standard for ozone
could cost the U.S. economy up to $270 billion per year and force
the closure of one-third of the nation's coal-fired power plants,
according to a report commissioned by the...


Brownfields
Cincinnati Sewage Treatment System
To Cut Pollution With Green Infrastructure
A Cincinnati wastewater utility is striving to eliminate the amount
of combined sewer overflows (CSOs) going into local streams and
rivers by clearing brownfields for green infrastructure, a utility
official said....


Chemicals
EPA Will Regulate Some TCE Uses Unless
Industries Take Voluntary Action, Official Says
The Environmental Protection Agency will regulate uses of
trichloroethylene that pose health risks to workers or consumers
unless companies voluntarily stop using the solvent or find ways
to reduce exposures, according to a senior agency...
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Chesapeake Bay
Maryland Localities' Bay Protection Progress 
In 2012-2013 Mostly Praiseworthy, MDE Says
Maryland localities in the Chesapeake Bay watershed made
"medium" to "high" progress in implementing water quality
protective policies and actions in 2012 and 2013, the Maryland
Department of Environment announced....


Climate Change
Southeast Asia, Caribbean, Oceania
Face Highest Coastal Risks, Report Says
Small island developing states in Southeast Asia, the Caribbean
and Oceania are most at risk from floods, storm surge and other
coastal hazards, according to a new report from the Nature
Conservancy....


Climate Change
USDA Spells Out Methods for Measuring
Greenhouse Gases for Farmers, Ranchers
Guidance released July 31 by the Agriculture Department spells
out a standardized set of scientific methods that farmers and
ranchers can use to quantify changes in greenhouse gas
emissions and carbon storage at local farm, ranch or forest...


Climate Regulation
Utility Commissioners Vital to Developing
Power Plant Plans, State Regulators Say
Developing plans to implement the Environmental Protection
Agency's proposed carbon dioxide standards for power plants will
require extensive input from utilities and public service
commissions, state environmental regulators...


Energy
Japan Forecasts Significant Commercial
Hydrogen Fuel Market in Coming Decades
A Japanese government report said it expects an economically
viable hydrogen market to develop in the coming decades, and
thinks the country can eventually harness hydrogen fuel to power
everything from automobiles to electric utilities....


Energy
Manchin Introduces Ex-Im Bank Bill
After Removing Provision on Coal Projects
Legislation introduced by Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) to
reauthorize the Export-Import Bank doesn't include a measure
sought by the senator that would reverse bank policy limiting the
financing of overseas coal projects....


EPA
Congress Departs for Recess as Large
Number of Vacancies Remain Unfilled at EPA
As Congress prepares to leave for a five-week recess,
announcements by a number of senior Environmental Protection
Agency officials that they are departing combined with inaction by
the Senate on several of President Barack Obama's...


Groundwater
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Forest Service Extends Comment Period on Proposal
The U.S. Forest Service will add 30 days to the public comment
period on its proposed directive for management of groundwater
resources, according to a notice set for publication in the Aug. 1
Federal Register. The comment period was set to expire...


Hazmat Transport
Comments on Tank Car Proposal Due Sept. 30
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration will
publish in the Federal Register Aug. 1 two proposals regarding
safe transport and emergency preparedness related to crude oil
by rail, according to two public inspection notices...


Hazmat Transport
House Returns Highway Funding ‘Patch' to Senate
Congress is working to send a highway funding measure to
President Barack Obama's desk that would temporarily extend
authorization for the hazardous materials transportation
programs and would transfer money from the Leaking
Underground...


Hazmat Transport
Lithium Battery Transport Rule Released;
Harmonizes U.S., International Air Rules
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration July
31 released a final rule on the transportation of lithium cells and
batteries that, in part, harmonizes related U.S. air transport
standards with international requirements....


Hydraulic Fracturing
Court Ruling Against Colorado Town's Ban
On Fracking Could Affect Citizens' Initiatives
A recent court ruling in Colorado striking down a municipal ban on
hydraulic fracturing could fuel two citizens' initiatives that would
add to the state's constitution tough new restrictions on fracking
and allow local regulation,...


International Climate
U.S., India Pledge Cooperation on Climate,
Clean Energy, but Unity on HFCs Elusive
The U.S. and India July 30 concluded their first round of bilateral
talks to improve cooperation on climate change, with both sides
renewing pledges to cooperate on clean energy and energy
efficiency efforts....


Mining
Minnesota DNR Orders Halt to Operations
At Silica Mine Until Setback Permit Secured
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources recently ordered
a Houston County, Minn., silica sand mine to stop operations until
it secures a trout stream setback permit....


Natural Gas
Environmentalists Question British Columbia 
Plan to Eventually Ship LNG to China
Critics are questioning the environmental rationale behind British
Columbia's agreement with China to develop a liquefied natural
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gas industry for future export to Asia....


Natural Gas
FERC Approves $14 Billion Gas Export 
Plant Proposed by Freeport LNG Development
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission approved a $14
billion liquefied natural gas export facility proposed by Freeport
LNG Development LP, allowing construction to begin on the
project in Quintana Island, Texas. ...


Natural Gas
Role of Natural Gas Shortages in Mexico
Debated With Need for Reliable Supply
The need for a reliable natural gas supply for manufacturing has
been one of the driving forces behind Mexico's energy overhaul,
an industry official argued in a high-profile debate. ...


Pesticides
Agricultural Use of Neonicotinoids, GE Crops
To Be Halted on Wildlife Refuges by 2016
The agricultural use of neonicotinoid insecticides and genetically
engineered crops on National Wildlife Refuge System lands will be
phased out by 2016, according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service....


Pipeline Safety
PG&E Unlikely to Admit Criminal Charges
In California Pipeline Fire, Explosion
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. is unlikely to admit violations of the
Pipeline Safety Act and obstructing National Transportation Safety
Board investigations in a deadly pipeline rupture and fire,
company officials said in a July 31 earnings...


Radioactive Waste
S.C. Court Orders Waste Disposal Site to 
Prepare Plan for Groundwater Protection
A low-level radioactive waste disposal site in Barnwell, S.C., has
been out of compliance with South Carolina regulations aimed at
protecting groundwater, the state Court of Appeals has ruled
(Sierra Club v. S.C. DHEC, S.C. Ct. App., No. 2012-212791,...


Regulatory Policy
Committee Advances Nominees for EPA, 
Chemical Safety Hazard Investigation Board
Three nominees for high-level environmental and safety posts
were advanced July 30 on a vote by the Senate Environment and
Public Works Committee....


Risk Assessment
IRIS Posts Materials on Ethylbenzene, Naphthalene
The Environmental Protection Agency has posted preliminary
health effects, environmental and other information it has found
on ethylbenzene (CAS No. 100-41-4) and naphthalene (CAS No.
91-20-3) to help interested parties prepare for its...


Solid Waste
Groups Warn of Health Problems Linked to Coal Ash
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Coal ash can lead to cancer and other lung ailments, asthma
attacks and other serious health problems if inhaled, according to
a new report from Physicians for Social Responsibility and
Earthjustice. "This is a dangerous pollutant that...


Solid Waste
Missouri High Court to Review Lower Court's
Dismissal of Lawsuit Addressing Zoning Rules
The Missouri Court of Appeals has transferred to the state
Supreme Court a lawsuit challenging a local government's
approval of zoning changes near a coal-fired power plant to allow
the plant's operator to create a coal-ash landfill...


Vehicle Fuels
EPA Extends 2013 Renewable Fuel Standard
Deadline a Third Time as 2014 Rule Delayed
The Environmental Protection Agency for the third time extended
the compliance deadline of the 2013 renewable fuel standard due
to the agency's failure to issue its final rule for 2014....


Water Pollution
Legislation Banning NPDES Permits
For Pesticide Spraying Passed by House
Legislation prohibiting Clean Water Act Discharge permits for
pesticide application near or directly on federally protected waters
was finally passed July 31 by the House on a 267-161 vote....


Water Pollution
Listing Permit-Exempt Conservation Practices
Shouldn't Preclude Others, 13 Senators Write
Federal regulators need to clarify whether a list of 56 agricultural
conservation practices that are exempt from Clean Water Act
permitting renders all other conservation practices subject to
permits, 13 Democratic senators said in a letter...


Water Pollution
Mining, Oil, Environment Groups Flood
EPA With Comments on Selenium Proposal
Mining, oil and environmental groups and federal, state and local
government agencies doled out praise and criticism over the
Environmental Protection Agency's proposal to make fish-tissue
concentrations the primary measure for...


Water Pollution
Riparian Buffer Rule Changes Approved by N.C. Legislature
North Carolina regulators would be required to rewrite certain
water quality rules under a bill (S.B. 883) ratified by the state
Legislature July 31....


SPECIAL REPORT


Oil & Gas
From Oklahoma to Ohio, States Take
Measures to Quell Quakes Related to Drilling
As production of natural gas and oil has surged in tight shale
plays throughout the country, some regions have reported
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experiencing a significant increase in earthquake activity, possibly
attributed to drilling activities....


SPECIAL REPORT


Oil & Gas
States Shut Down Wells, Enforce New Rules
As Quakes Surge in Energy Producing Areas
Increased seismic activity in the central U.S. in recent years has
prompted regulators in several states to increase scrutiny of
energy production and waste disposal techniques, focusing on a
possible link to hydraulic fracturing, horizontal...


REGULATORY AGENDA


AUGUST 1 FEDERAL REGISTER


Comment Deadlines


JULY 31 FEDERAL REGISTER
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Chicago Proposes Regulations to Control
Emissions From Large 'Petcoke' Mounds
In an effort to clamp down on pollution generated by companies
storing huge mounds of refinery waste along the Calumet River in
Chicago, city officials Dec. 19 issued proposed rules for bulk
material storage facilities to limit their emissions...


Air Pollution
Cleaner China Gasoline Standard to Apply in 2018
Two Chinese agencies have officially adopted a cleaner standard
for gasoline to be available nationwide by Jan. 1, 2018. The
General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and
Quarantine and the Standardization Administration...


Climate Change
EPA Exempts Carbon Dioxide Injection
From RCRA Hazardous Waste Regulations
The Environmental Protection Agency is issuing a final rule that
will exempt carbon dioxide streams captured from power plants
and industrial sources and injected underground for geologic
sequestration from federal hazardous waste regulations....


Climate Change
Half of Corporate Emissions Targets Line Up
With International Climate Goals, Study Says
Global companies are split when it comes to setting greenhouse
gas emissions reduction targets that are in line with international
climate goals, according to a new study from Climate Counts....


Climate Change
Speakers Urge Linkage of Carbon Reduction,
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Adaptation Efforts, Call Local Action Critical
Local, state and federal governments, both domestic and
international, should link carbon reduction efforts to adaptation
planning and act quickly, environmental professionals said Dec.
19....


Congress
Vitter to Work With Democrats on Ethanol,
Expecting Action on Highway, TSCA Bills
The top Republican on the Senate environment committee said
Dec. 19 that he is working with Democrats Ben Cardin (D-Md.)
and Tom Udall (D-N.M.) to revamp the federal renewable fuels
mandate and said the panel will act in early 2014 on a new
highway...


Drilling
Lawsuit Filed to Compel New York State
To Complete Impact Statement on Fracking
The trustee for a bankrupt energy company has sued New York
state to compel the Department of Environmental Conservation to
complete its long-awaited environmental impact statement on
hydraulic fracturing (Wallach v. New York State Dep't...


Drilling
Pennsylvania High Court Strikes Down
Part of State's Hydraulic Fracturing Law
Pennsylvania’s high court struck down part of a law aimed at
easing natural gas development in the Marcellus Shale formation,
saying provisions of the measure violate the state’s constitution
(Robinson Township v. Pennsylvania,...


Endangered Species
More Comments Possible on Sage Grouse Subgroup
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is extending the public
comment period on its proposals to list a subgroup of the greater
sage grouse as threatened and to designate critical habitat for the
subgroup, the agency said in a Dec. 19 news release....


Energy
16 Senators Push McCarthy for Changes
To Renewable Fuel 2014 Proposed Mandates
The Environmental Protection Agency should make changes in the
2014 renewable fuel standard proposed requirements to prevent
harm to the biofuels industry, senators told EPA Administrator
Gina McCarthy during a Dec. 18 meeting. ...


Energy
Baucus Ambassadorship Could Result
In Landrieu Heading Senate Energy Panel
The forthcoming nomination of Sen. Max Baucus (D-Mont.) to be
ambassador to China probably speeds up a series of committee
position changes that would result in Sen. Mary Landrieu (D-La.)
becoming the new chairman of the Senate Energy and Natural...


Energy
Energy Department Map Shows E85 Vehicle Waivers
The Energy Department's National Renewable Energy Laboratory
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released an interactive map Dec. 18 showing where federal
agencies have received waivers from requirements to purchase
alternative fuel vehicles in 2014. Federal fleets...


Energy
FERC Applauds Entergy Joining Midwest,
Approves NV Energy Sale to MidAmerican
Members of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission said they
are pleased with the integration of Louisiana-based Entergy Corp.
into the Midwest regional grid operating system that now
stretches from Canada to the Gulf Coast....


Energy
Michigan Governor Aims for 2015 Energy
Policy, With 2025 as Target for Action
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder (R) said he wants the state to
establish goals for energy efficiency and renewable energy by
2015, with the aim of achieving those goals by 2025. ...


Energy
Most Chinese Areas Meeting Targets to Cut
Energy Intensity, Though Consumption Rises
Most of China's provinces and autonomous regions are on track to
meet energy intensity reduction targets set in the 12th Five-Year
Plan (2011-2015), although several areas still have "serious
challenges," according to a State...


Energy
Ontario Energy Regulator Seeks Comments
On TransCanada's Energy East Proposal
Ontario's energy regulator is seeking comments on TransCanada
Ltd.’s proposed C$12 billion ($11.4 billion) Energy East Pipeline
project that would convert an existing natural gas pipeline to
transport crude oil from Alberta's...


Energy
Three Actions in Michigan Help Move State
Away From Coal-Fired Power Generation
Utilities in Michigan are "moving away" from coal, as evidenced
by three announcements on coal-fired power plants in one week,
an environmental group representative said Dec. 19....


Energy
White House Commends House, Senate
For Passing U.S.-Mexico Offshore Agreement
The White House praised the House and Senate for clearing a
U.S.-Mexico boundary agreement for offshore oil and gas drilling
as part of a bipartisan budget deal that should avoid another
government shutdown....


Enforcement
California Regulators Order Battery Recycler
To Clean up Tainted Dust, Soil, Sediment
California toxics regulators have given Exide Technologies Inc.
until Jan. 31 to clean up tainted dust, soil and sediment
surrounding its lead battery-recycling facility in Vernon near Los
Angeles....
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Enforcement
Chesapeake Energy Unit to Pay $9.7 Million
In Lawsuit Over Illegal Fills in West Virginia
A Chesapeake Energy Corp. subsidiary has agreed to resolve a
civil lawsuit by paying an estimated $6.5 million for restoration
and mitigation at 27 sites in West Virginia and pay a civil penalty
of $3.2 million for illegal dredge and fill activities...


EPA
Obama Taps McCabe to Lead EPA Air Office,
Cruden to Head Justice Environment Division
President Barack Obama announced Dec. 19 his intent to
nominate Janet McCabe to be the Environmental Protection
Agency's assistant administrator for air and radiation....


Natural Resources
China's State Council Focuses on Protection
Of Resources, Establishing 'Eco-Red Lines'
China's top decision-making body, the State Council, is moving to
better preserve natural areas and to establish a system of "eco-
red lines" to protect ecologically fragile areas from further
development, the body announced...


Pesticides
EPA Opening Registration Review
For 13 Pesticide Active Ingredients
The Environmental Protection Agency is opening registration
review dockets for 13 pesticide active ingredients, the first step in
a process to determine whether the pesticides continue to meet
the standard for registration under the Federal...


Pipeline Safety
California Orders Fine of $14.35 Million
Against PGE for Delay in Notification
The California Public Utilities Commission has ordered Pacific Gas
& Electric Co. to pay a $14.35 million penalty for a seven-month
delay in telling regulators the utility incorrectly reported two gas
pipelines could withstand higher...


Sustainability
Global Initiative Finalizes Key Principles
For Credibility in Sustainability Ratings
The Global Initiative for Sustainability Ratings (GISR) has
finalized a set of core principles that it will use to accredit
systems that measure corporate sustainability performance....


Toxic Substances
EU Best Available Techniques Document
Will Guide Chlor-Alkali Plant Permitting
The European Commission has published a decision setting out
best available techniques (BATs) for pollution control in the chlor-
alkali sector....


Toxic Substances
European Commission Lab Offers Advice
On Reducing Animals in Genotoxicity Tests
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The use of animals in laboratory tests of chemicals for their effect
on DNA can be reduced through careful planning of in vitro
studies so that the need for follow-up animal tests is minimized,
according to a guidance report published Dec. 18...


Trade
Argentina Brings WTO Dispute Complaint
Against EU Dumping Duties on Biofuels
Argentina has initiated a World Trade Organization dispute
complaint to challenge the European Union's imposition of
antidumping duties on imports of biodiesel from the South
American country....


Trade
U.S.-Colombia Environmental Trade Groups
Meet in Washington, Finalize Work Plan
Two U.S.-Colombia intergovernmental environmental
commissions held their first meetings Dec. 18-19 at the State
Department....


Water Pollution
EPA, NOAA Proposing to Disapprove
Of Oregon's Nonpoint Pollution Program
The Environmental Protection Agency and the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration are proposing to disapprove of
Oregon's coastal nonpoint pollution program....


Water Pollution
EPA, States Look to Prioritize Protection
Of Healthy Waters Along With Restoration
States have the option of prioritizing protection of healthy waters
for the first time alongside restoration of impaired waters starting
in 2016 under a final "vision plan" for the nation's water quality
restoration program....


Water Resources
Study: Moving From Coal to Natural Gas
For Power Generation Saves Water in Texas
Researchers at the University of Texas in Austin found that the
state's transition from coal to natural gas for electricity
generation is saving water and making the state less vulnerable
to drought, according to results of a study released...


SPECIAL REPORT


Environmental Justice
Community Advocates, Site Planners Mine
‘Big Data' to Assess Risk, Pinpoint Solutions
Soon after California began requiring companies and localities to
release air quality data, Joy Williams and her colleagues at San
Diego's Environmental Health Coalition started seeing a disturbing
pattern about environmental justice...


CALENDAR
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NEWS


Agriculture
Michigan Agri-Business Leaders Tout
Industry's Algae-Controlling Practices
Michigan farmers recognize the importance of reducing pollutants
in runoff from their fields and barns and are using technology to
ensure they are doing all they can to prevent the spread of algal
blooms like the one in Lake Erie that rendered...


Air Pollution
Deep Cuts in Nitrogen Oxides Emissions
Ordered for Power Plant Near Grand Canyon
The Environmental Protection Agency is requiring the owners of
an Arizona coal-fired power plant to reduce the plant's nitrogen
oxides emissions by more than 80 percent, according to a final
rule scheduled for publication Aug. 8....


Air Pollution
NRG to Shut Illinois Coal-Fired Plant
Under Environmental Compliance Plan
NRG Energy Inc. will shutter one coal-fired power plant and
convert a second facility to burn natural gas as part of an
"operational improvement and environmental compliance plan"
targeting Illinois-based power assets inherited...


Climate Change
More Oxygen Predicted in Pacific Ocean
Anoxic Zones But Less Biological Activity
A climate-change driven reduction in tropical trade winds over the
eastern Pacific Ocean means higher levels of oxygen in the depths
of so-called dead zones but fewer nutrients for plant life upon
which fish feed near the surface of those zones,...
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Energy
China Notes Rapid Solar Capacity Growth
In 2014, Led by Northwest Xinjiang Region
China, the world's biggest carbon emitter, quickly expanded its
solar power installations in the first half of the year....


Energy
Norris Confirms Plans to Leave FERC;
Commissioner Backed EPA Power Plant Rule
Commissioner John R. Norris plans to leave the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission to take a job with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture in Italy, according to a brief statement he released on
Aug. 7....


EPA
Feldt Tapped as EPA Acting Deputy
Administrator to Replace Perciasepe
Lisa Feldt will serve as the Environmental Protection Agency's
acting deputy administrator, replacing Bob Perciasepe,
Administrator Gina McCarthy announced Aug. 7....


EPA
McCarthy Clarifies Comments About
Employee Termination Reform to Union
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy
said her comments before a congressional hearing welcoming civil
service regulation reforms to make it easier to fire employees
applied to the "most serious and potentially...


Hazardous Waste
NAFTA Agency Wants Investigation of Leaks
From Oil Sands Tailings Ponds in Alberta
The agency that deals with continental environmental issues
under the North American Free Trade Agreement is
recommending further investigation into allegations by
environmental groups that Canada is failing to enforce laws to
stop leakage...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Deep Water Hydraulic Fracturing Seen
As Next Frontier for Offshore Energy Drilling
Energy companies are taking their controversial hydraulic
fracturing, or fracking, operations from the land to the sea—to
deep waters off the U.S., South American and African coasts....


Hydraulic Fracturing
Gas Wells Near Tainted Water Wells Get
Positive Review in Pavillion, Wyo., Report
Natural gas wells drilled near tainted drinking water wells in
Wyoming do not appear to have problems that would contribute
to the drinking water contamination, the Wyoming agency
studying complaints said in an Aug. 5 report....


Hydraulic Fracturing
Woman Injured in 2011 Oklahoma Quake
Sues Injection Well Operators for Negligence
An Oklahoma resident injured during an outbreak of earthquakes
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in central Oklahoma in 2011 is suing multiple energy companies
for punitive damages, alleging her personal injuries were the
"direct result of man-made earthquakes"...


Pesticides
EPA Launches New Soil Fumigant Website
The Environmental Protection Agency has consolidated its
information on soil fumigants onto a new "user-friendly" website,
the agency announced Aug. 7. The EPA, in an e-mail, announced
the launch of its new Soil Fumigant Toolbox,...


Storage Tanks
New York Proposes to Consolidate State,
Federal Requirements for Underground Tanks
New York rules for bulk storage of petroleum and chemicals, as
well as for management of used oil, would be revised and
updated to reflect statutory and regulatory changes under a
proposal issued Aug. 6 by the state Department of
Environmental...


Trade
Chinese Mineral Export Restrictions Violate
International Rules, Says WTO Appellate Body
China's export restrictions on tungsten, molybdenum and rare
earths—key inputs in a range of high-tech products—violate
international trade rules, a World Trade Organization appellate
body affirmed Aug. 7....


Trade
Solar Industry Group Urges SolarWorld 
To Offer Proposal to Settle Flap with China
The Solar Energy Industries Association (SEIA) has called on
SolarWorld Industries America to offer its own solution to end a
dispute with China that is the subject of pending dumping and
countervailing duty petitions brought by SolarWorld....


Vehicle Fuels
EPA Publishes Renewable Fuel Standard Extension
The Environmental Protection Agency will publish a direct final
rule in the Federal Register Aug. 8 extending the compliance
deadline for the 2013 renewable fuel standard. The rule would
extend the deadline to 30 days after the EPA finalizes...


Water Infrastructure
California Lawmakers Return From Recess
To Tackle Water, Cap-and-Trade Measures
The California Legislature began the final month of its two-year
session Aug. 4 with three key environmental measures
unresolved—two involving water and the other an effort to keep
transportation fuels from coming under the scope...


SPECIAL REPORT


Endangered Species
Presence of Invasive Species Complicates
Efforts to Protect Dwindling Native Species
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For industries struggling to comply with protections for
endangered species—or declining species that may soon be listed
as endangered—one of the most difficult complicating factors is
the presence of invasive species....


REGULATORY AGENDA


AUGUST 7 FEDERAL REGISTER


AUGUST 8 FEDERAL REGISTER


Comment Deadlines
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: (2 Articles) "Oil firms" practices to be reviewed after lawmakers" complaint" and "Oil Industry to EPA: Lower


2014 Biofuel Mandate"
Date: Monday, August 26, 2013 8:42:47 AM


News Headline: Oil firms' practices to be reviewed after lawmakers' complaint | 


Outlet Full Name: Des Moines Register - Online
News Text: The petroleum industry is accused of blocking sales of E15 fuel blend. 


WASHINGTON — The Federal Trade Commission said it would look into charges by Midwest
lawmakers that oil companies are pressuring gas stations to limit consumer access to
renewable fuels. 


Earlier this week, U.S. Sens. Chuck Grassley and Amy Klobuchar released a letter asking the
Justice Department and Federal Trade Commission to investigate possible anticompetitive
practices by the oil industry, citing several cases where retailers were pressured into not
carrying fuel with higher ethanol blends. 


While the FTC stopped short of opening up a formal investigation, Chairwoman Edith Ramirez
vowed to “make every effort” to find and prosecute actions that violate anticompetitive rules or
statutes overseen by the agency. 


“I can assure you that we will evaluate the information you have provided and the concerns
you have expressed under pertinent antitrust standards,” Ramirez said in the letter to Grassley
dated Aug. 19. “Protecting American consumers from anticompetitive or fraudulent practices in
the energy sector has long been one of our most important responsibilities,” she said. 


The Iowa Republican, along with Klobuchar, a Minnesota Democrat, told the regulatory bodies
that they have seen reports of some gas stations being required to sell higher-grade gasoline,
taking away a pump that could be used to offer renewable fuels. With many stations having
only two fuel tanks, the station would have to install costly new infrastructure to sell the higher
blends of ethanol. 


“I’m pleased to see the Federal Trade Commission is taking steps to investigate whether
certain practices by oil companies may be impeding competition,” Klobuchar said in a
statement. Grassley said Thursday he looked forward to the FTC’s findings into the
allegations. 


The ethanol industry, which has long complained about questionable tactics used by oil
companies to protect their market share, welcomed the review. 


“As an industry there is absolutely no question that they are employing anticompetitive
practices. Now that does not necessarily mean they are illegal. That’s for the Justice
Department and FTC to find out,” said Monte Shaw, executive director of the Iowa Renewable
Fuels Association. 


Shaw pointed to efforts used by the oil companies to suppress ethanol use including what he
termed a “bogus study” that showed fuel containing 15 percent ethanol would hurt cars, as
well as lawsuits that have tried to overturn approval of E15 by the Environmental Protection
Agency. 


An American Petroleum Institute spokesman said the allegations are “a distraction from the
fact that the (Renewable Fuel Standard) is broken. It hasn’t helped clean the air and could be
very harmful to consumers.” 
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Lawmakers in Washington have proposed legislation that would change or repeal the
Renewable Fuel Standard, but any effort to make significant change appears difficult. 


The Renewable Fuel Standard, an 8-year-old law that requires refiners to buy alternative fuels
made from corn, soybeans and other products, calls for 16.55 million gallons of ethanol, most
of it made from corn, to be blended into the fuel supply. 


The congressional mandate, for now, calls for 18.15 billion gallons in 2014, but the EPA has
said levels laid out by lawmakers in 2007 are unrealistic and may need to be reduced. 


The ethanol industry estimated that 30 stations offered the E15 blend this spring, including six
in Iowa. The Hawkeye State, the largest U.S. maker of ethanol, produced 3.7 billion gallons
during 2012 across 41 plants.
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News Headline: Oil Industry to EPA: Lower 2014 Biofuel Mandate | 


Outlet Full Name: Environmental Leader
News Text: The American Fuel and Petrochemical Manufacturers (AFPM) and the American
Petroleum Institute (API) have petitioned the EPA to lower the 18.15 billion 2014 renewable
fuel mandate to about 14.8 billion gallons. 


The oil industry groups say the partial waver is needed to avoid “severe economic harm that
will result from exceeding the 10 percent ethanol blendwall.” 


Projected to occur in 2014, the 10 percent blend wall refers to the difficulty in incorporating
ethanol into the fuel supply at volumes exceeding those achieved by the sale of nearly all
gasoline as E10. Most gasoline sold in the US today is E10. 


Beyond 10 percent, the ethanol renders the blended fuel “incompatible with today's engines,
vehicles and the multi-billion dollar infrastructure” in the US, the AFPM and API say. 


In issuing the final 2013 Renewable Fuel Standard earlier this month, the EPA said it received
comments from a number of stakeholders concerning the blend wall and said it will propose to
use flexibilities in the RFS statute to reduce both the advanced biofuel and total renewable
volumes in the 2014 renewable fuel volume requirement proposal. 


Not good enough, say the oil industry groups. Waiving the 2014 volumes is the only way to
“avert the potentially disastrous implications of the blendwall,” according to AFPM and API. 


If the EPA does not act, the inability to blend the mandated amount of ethanol “could cause
severe economic harm,” AFPM President Charles T. Drevna says. 


AFPM cites analysis conducted by NERA Economic Consulting that says unless the RFS
volumes required by statute are waived, NERA predicts a $270 billion decline in GDP in 2014,
which will grow to $770 billion in 2015. 


Meanwhile the Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO) has applauded the EPA's biofuels
ruling and said it provides advanced biofuel developers and investors with confidence that if
they can produce advanced and cellulosic biofuels, they will have market access. 


Efforts to repeal the program are “motivated solely by the oil refining industry's desire to block
competition and consumer choice at the pump,” said Brent Erickson, executive vice president
of BIO's Industrial & Environmental Section.
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From: Mcneely, Steven
To: Burnell, Susan; Parker, Robin
Subject: FW: Progress Report on Abandoned UST Initiative
Date: Wednesday, June 25, 2014 1:55:04 PM
Attachments: Abandoned UST Progress Report_06.25.14.pdf


Ladies,
 
This information provides a glimpse into an “exit strategy” that is being used to route sites from our
LUST Corrective Action Backlog into the community revitalization  arena J
 
Helping various stakeholders (e.g., cleanup consultants, perspective purchases and other eligible
entities) understand how PBFs can and are fitting into their community revitalization plans helps
grease the proverbial skids of coordination!
 
Food for thought!
 
Steven
 


From: Arakelian, Lynda [mailto:LArakelian@onesullivan.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2014 1:28 PM
To: Mcneely, Steven; Ruhl, Suzi
Subject: Progress Report on Abandoned UST Initiative
 
Hi again – Here is our progress report for the State Water Board on Abandoned UST Sites, sites that
were reported by the local agencies as having tanks still in the ground. The tanks were never
properly abandoned, according to local records.
 
Let me know if you have any questions!
 
Lynda
 
Lynda Arakelian, MA, PMP, Project Manager
Sullivan International Group, Inc.
 
Contractor supporting California UST Program
U.S. EPA Southern California Field Office
600 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 1460
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Phone: 213-244-1805/ Fax: 213-244-1850
Cell: 213-500-3498
Email: arakelian.lynda@epa.gov/ larakelian@onesullivan.com
http://www.onesullivan.com/
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204 Out‐of‐Compliance Sites
Sites with Product in 
USTS ‐ 41



Sites with Unknown 
Product in USTs ‐ 101



Sites without Product 
in USTs ‐ 46



Sites with UST Presence 
Unconfirmed ‐ 9



Managed under LUST 
Case ‐ 7



The State Water Board obtained 
compliance at 40% of 339 Abandoned 
UST Sites through regulatory actions, 
research, and data cleanup. See Figure 1 
for a statewide map and site inventory. The 
initial inventory included 323 sites, but 
Unified Program Agencies (UPAs) 
requested State Water Board assistance 
with 16 additional sites. 



The State Water Board issued 179 Notices 
of Non-Compliance and followed up 
with Notices of Violation at 61 sites. 



Property owners removed more than 70 
USTs from 31 sites. Property owners of 36 
sites claimed financial hardship. The State 
Water Board is assisting these owners with 
accessing funding programs, including the 
Orphan Site Cleanup Fund (OSCF) and 
Replacing, Removing, or Upgrading 
Storage Tank (RUST) Loan and Grant 
Programs. For progress on the counties 
with the highest concentration of sites (Los 
Angeles, San Bernardino, and Fresno), see 
Figures 2, 3, and 4. 



Achiev ing Compl iance 



Tools  Developed 
The State Water Board created a new Site/
Facility Type category in the regulator side 
of its GeoTracker Database to monitor the 
Abandoned UST Sites. U.S. EPA’s 
contractors regularly update site progress 
and correspondence with site owners. 



To assist with addressing the backlog of 
Abandoned UST Sites, the State Water 
Board developed the following tools: 



 State Notice of Non-Compliance and 



Notice of Violation Templates.  



 Right-of-Entry Template. 



 Guidance Packet for Owners Claiming 
Financial Hardship. 



 Tank Owner Fact Sheet. 



 Owner Interview Questionnaire. 



 Phone Script for providing owners with 
consistent and thorough administrative 
and technical guidance.  



 



JUNE 2014 PROGRESS REPORT: CALIFORNIA’S ABANDONED 
UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK (UST) INITIATIVE  



135 Abandoned UST Sites have 
achieved compliance, including the 



removal of more than 70 USTs. 



Prepared by Sullivan International Group, Inc., a U.S. EPA contractor working on behalf of the State Water Board.  



*The initial Abandoned UST site inventory in April 2013 was 323 sites. As of November 2013, Out of Compliance sites had already fallen to 305 sites. Sixteen addi‐
tional sites were reported by UPAs in 2013/2014 for a total of 339 sites‐‐UPAs report additional sites as inspectors discover evidence of USTs, or after tank owners 
allow permits to lapse without seeking closure. The 16 “new” Out of Compliance sites reported make up 4.7% of the total site inventory tracked (339 sites).  



Since November 2012, the California State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) have been working with the Unified Program Agencies (UPAs) to address the backlog of abandoned or 
improperly closed underground storage tanks (USTs).  



Abandoned UST Initiative Goals: 
1. Achieve compliance at all Abandoned 



UST Sites. 



2. Determine whether abandoned USTs 
still contain product, and remove any 
product present.  



Deve lop ing Tools  
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Abandoned UST Sites ‐ Compliance Status
SITES with PRODUCT or UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS (initially 222 sites) % OUT OF COMPLIANCE (initially 323 sites)*
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Abandoned Underground Storage Tank Site - In Compliance (135)



Abandoned Underground Storage Tank Site - Out of Compliance (204)*



California County Boundary



FIGURE 1
California Abandoned Underground 



Storage Tanks--339 Sites
 



June 2014
Notes:
* Includes 9 sites where further investigation is needed 
to confirm the presence of abandoned USTs.



There were originally 323 Abandoned UST sites reported 
by the CUPAs. Fourteen additional sites were reported by 
CUPAs after the original inventory was created.



Los Angeles Inset



Fresno Inset
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Prepared by Sullivan International Group, Inc., a U.S. EPA contractor working on behalf of the State Water Board.
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Abandoned Underground Storage Tank Site - In Compliance (58)



Abandoned Underground Storage Tank Site - Out of Compliance (55)*



Los Angeles County Boundary



California County Boundary



FIGURE 2
Los Angeles County Abandoned



Underground Storage Tanks--113 Sites
 



June 2014
Notes:
* Includes 9 sites where further investigation is needed 
to confirm the presence of abandoned USTs.



Includes all sites reported by UPAs with jurisdiction in
Los Angeles County.



Prepared by Sullivan International Group, Inc., a U.S. EPA contractor working on behalf of the State Water Board.
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Abandoned Underground Storage Tank Site - In Compliance (9)



Abandoned Underground Storage Tank Site - Out of Compliance (28)



San Bernardino County Boundary



Other California County Boundary



FIGURE 3
San Bernardino County Abandoned



Underground Storage Tanks--37 Sites
 



June 2014



Prepared by Sullivan International Group, Inc., a U.S. EPA contractor working on behalf of the State Water Board.
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Abandoned Underground Storage Tank Site - In Compliance (7)



Abandoned Underground Storage Tank Site - Out of Compliance (31)



Fresno County Boundary



Other California County Boundary



FIGURE 4
Fresno County Abandoned



Underground Storage Tanks--38 Sites
June 2014



Prepared by Sullivan International Group, Inc., a U.S. EPA contractor working on behalf of the State Water Board.











Prepared by Sullivan International Group, Inc., a U.S. EPA contractor working on behalf of the State Water Board. 
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California Inventory of Abandoned Underground Storage Tank Sites - COMPLIANCE ACHIEVED
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# GLOBAL ID PROJECT NAME STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION CITY ZIP LEAD



1 UST10000300 LA PALMA GAS INC DBA LA PALMA 
GAS



IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 2604 W LA PALMA AVENUE ANAHEIM 92801 ANAHEIM CITY LOP



2 UST10000043 BURBANK AUTO REPAIR/ FLEET 
FUELING



IN COMPLIANCE - TEMPORARY 
CLOSURE



800 N HOLLYWOOD WAY BURBANK 91505 BURBANK, CITY OF



3 UST10000169 CUTTING GAS & FOOD IN COMPLIANCE - TEMPORARY 
CLOSURE



1001 CUTTING BLVD RICHMOND 94804 CONTRA COSTA COUNTY



4 UST10000170 TOP GAS & FOOD IN COMPLIANCE - TEMPORARY 
CLOSURE



1522 RUMRILL BLVD SAN PABLO 94806 CONTRA COSTA COUNTY



5 UST10000167 HABER OIL IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 220 HOOKSTON PLEASANT HILL 94523 CONTRA COSTA COUNTY



6 UST10000046 MISSOURI FLAT STATION IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 4535 MISSOURI FLAT RD PLACERVILLE 95667 EL DORADO COUNTY



7 UST10000295 JARS GAS & MINI MART IN COMPLIANCE - TEMPORARY 
CLOSURE



3089 E. TULARE AVENUE FRESNO 93721 FRESNO COUNTY



8 UST10000293 JONES' CHEVRON IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 4211 N FIRST ST FRESNO 93726 FRESNO COUNTY



9 UST10000282 ORANGE COVE FIRE & POLICE IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 550 CENTER ORANGE COVE 93646 FRESNO COUNTY



10 UST10000285 REDONDO RESIDENCE IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 6279 E LYELL AVE FRESNO 93727 FRESNO COUNTY



11 UST10000266 CHANDLER DOWNTOWN AIRPORT USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



510 W KEARNEY BLVD FRESNO 93706 FRESNO COUNTY



12 UST10000269 COLD STORAGE FACILITY (FORMER) USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



15628 E NEBRASKA AVE KINGSBURG 93631 FRESNO COUNTY



13 UST10000288 WELL SITE USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



3731 N CEDAR AVE FRESNO 93726 FRESNO COUNTY



14 UST10000256 NORTH GATE  GAS IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 720 S. MAIN ST. SEBASTOPOL 95472 HEALDSBURG/SEBASTAPO
L, CITY OF



15 UST10000018 PARKER ELECTRIC IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 638 W. WASHINGTON ST EUREKA 95501 HUMBOLDT COUNTY



16 UST10000022 FORTUNA NURSERY & 
LANDSCAPING



USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



650 S. FORTUNA BLVD FORTUNA 95540 HUMBOLDT COUNTY



17 UST10000023 NUNEMAKER RESIDENCE USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



438 10TH ST FORTUNA 95540 HUMBOLDT COUNTY



18 UST10000050 DESERT FUEL STOP IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 1071 N. IMPERIAL AVE OCOTILLO 92259 IMPERIAL COUNTY



19 UST10000051 EL SOL MARKET IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 110 MAIN STREET WESTMORLAN
D



92281 IMPERIAL COUNTY



20 UST10000053 THE BAJA STORE IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 723 IMPERIAL AVE CALEXICO 92231 IMPERIAL COUNTY



21 UST10000048 BIG BARN MARKET IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 1329 E. MAIN STREET BRAWLEY 92227 IMPERIAL COUNTY
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22 UST10000009 CARLOS SEGURA IN COMPLIANCE - TEMPORARY 
CLOSURE



23270 2ND ST. MCKITTRICK 93251 KERN COUNTY



23 UST10000006 QUICK AND EASY MART IN COMPLIANCE - TEMPORARY 
CLOSURE



2805 EDISON HWY BAKERSFIELD 93307 KERN COUNTY



24 UST10000004 BRUCE'S TRUCK STOP IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 8311 E. BRUNDAGE LANE BAKERSFIELD 93307 KERN COUNTY



25 UST10000010 M & J'S TUNE AND LUBE IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 300 1ST ST MCFARLAND 93250 KERN COUNTY



26 UST10000129 WESTGATE PETROLEUM- TWO 
JACKS



IN COMPLIANCE - USTS CLOSED IN 
PLACE



5200 MAIN STREET KELSEYVILLE 95451 LAKE COUNTY



27 UST10000113 NORTH LONG BEACH FUEL IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 6954 ATLANTIC AVENUE LONG BEACH 90805 LONG BEACH, CITY OF



28 UST10000246 ADLY ABDELMALAK IN COMPLIANCE - TEMPORARY 
CLOSURE



1430 N  LA BREA              AVE INGLEWOOD 90302 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



29 UST10000244 LA CO FD FIRE CAMP #016 IN COMPLIANCE - TEMPORARY 
CLOSURE



26652 N  ANGELES FOREST       
HWY



PALMDALE 93550 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



30 UST10000201 ARCO GAS-MINIMART IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 504   N  BARRANCA             
AVE



COVINA 91723 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



31 UST10000230 DART INTERNATIONAL IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 550 S  ALAMEDA              ST COMPTON 90220 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



32 UST10000232 KING II GAS AND SUPER IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 390 W  COMPTON BLVD COMPTON 90221 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



33 UST10000211 MONTEREY PARK FUEL N FOOD IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 430 EAST POTRERO GRANDE 
DR



MONTEREY 
PARK



91755-
7324



LOS ANGELES COUNTY



34 UST10000212 WHITTIER CENTER LLC IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 15735 EAST LEFFINGWELL RD WHITTIER 90604-
3326



LOS ANGELES COUNTY



35 UST10000214 APRO #52 IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 15010 EAST IMPERIAL HWY LA MIRADA 90638-
1301



LOS ANGELES COUNTY



36 UST10000217 CHUONG X MAI IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 13427 SOUTH AVALON BLVD LOS ANGELES 90061 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



37 UST10000194 CROSSROADS ENGINEERING 
INC/DASHA HERVEY



IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 10727 SOUTH LELAND               
AVE



WHITTIER 90605 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



38 UST10000241 ECONO LUBE N'TUNE INC IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 4639 W  CENTURY              
BLVD



INGLEWOOD 90304 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



39 UST10000239 GARFIELD HIGH SCHOOL IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 5101 E  6TH                  ST LOS ANGELES 90022 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



40 UST10000225 ROBERT SPATE IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 1335 W  130TH                ST GARDENA 90247 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



41 UST10000204 ROCKET GAS IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 11600 S  LONG BEACH           
BLVD



LYNWOOD 90262 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



42 UST10000213 TLC CARWASH IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 10110 EAST ARTESIA BLVD BELLFLOWER 90706-
6718



LOS ANGELES COUNTY



43 UST10000237 DAVID H WROBBEL,PROPERTY 
OWNER



NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



911 S  MAGNOLIA             AVE MONROVIA 91016 LOS ANGELES COUNTY
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44 UST10000235 UST TO BE REGISTERED NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



700 E  FOOTHILL             BLVD POMONA 91767 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



45 UST10000242 ALONDRA CENTER NORTH USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



15015 E  ALONDRA              
BLVD



LA MIRADA 90638 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



46 UST10000240 CLARITY REALTY PARTNERS LLC USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



100 N  CRESCENT             DR BEVERLY HILLS 90210 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



47 UST10000238 LA CO WHITTIER NARROWS REC 
CTR



USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



823 N  LEXINGTON-GALLATIN   
RD



SOUTH EL 
MONTE



91733 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



48 UST10000311 CENTRAL DISTRICT YARD IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 433 E TEMPLE ST LOS ANGELES 90012 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



49 UST10000147 GREG'S AUTOMOTIVE IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 4793 E VALLEY BLVD LOS ANGELES 90032 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



50 UST10000319 UNKNOWN IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 1430 E PACIFIC COAST HWY WILMINGTON 
(LOS ANGELES)



90744 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



51 UST10000029 Y & S AUTO BODY IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 1441 NORTH GAFFEY STREET SAN PEDRO 90731 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



52 UST10000310 CARLSON TRUST PROPERTY NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



790 N MISSION RD. LOS ANGELES 90033 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



53 UST10000157 ELECTRONIC AUTOMOTIVE ENG. NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



1923 S CENTRAL AVE. LOS ANGELES 90011 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



54 UST10000154 MEHDIAN PROPERTY NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



6817 S AVALON BLVD LOS ANGELES 90003 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



55 UST10000161 MORENO TIRE NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



7626 S MAIN ST. LOS ANGELES 90003 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



56 UST10000150 UNKNOWN NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



801 W FLORENCE LOS ANGELES 90044 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



57 UST10000152 UNKNOWN NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



901 W FLORENCE AVE. LOS ANGELES 90044 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



58 UST10000153 UNKNOWN NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



5110 S NORMANDIE AVE LOS ANGELES 90037 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



59 UST10000156 UNKNOWN NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



1635 E 22ND ST LOS ANGELES 90011 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



60 UST10000158 UNKNOWN NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



5003 S CENTRAL AVE. LOS ANGELES 90011 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



61 UST10000159 UNKNOWN NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



4925 S CENTRAL AVE. LOS ANGELES 90011 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



62 UST10000304 UNKNOWN NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



7524 S MAIN ST. LOS ANGELES 90003 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



63 UST10000315 UNKNOWN NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



10740 S MAIN ST LOS ANGELES 90003 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



64 UST10000316 UNKNOWN NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



10828 S CENTRAL AVE LOS ANGELES 90059 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



65 UST10000318 UNKNOWN NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



11152 S AVALON LOS ANGELES 90059 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF
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66 UST10000320 UNKNOWN NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



4635 S AVALON BLVD LOS ANGELES 90011 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



67 UST10000313 UNKNOWN NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



11180 S FIGUEROA ST. LOS ANGELES 90061 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



68 UST10000305 UNKNOWN NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



7301 S MAIN ST. LOS ANGELES 90003 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



69 UST10000309 UNKNOWN NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



9204 S AIRPORT BLVD LOS ANGELES 90045 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



70 UST10000160 UNKNOWN NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



1674 E VERNON AVE. LOS ANGELES 90058 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



71 UST10000317 UNKNOWN NO EVIDENCE OF USTS EVER 
PRESENT



11927 S CENTRAL AVE LOS ANGELES 90059 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



72 UST10000143 CASTANO PROPERTY USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



7522 SOUTH AVALON 
BOULEVARD



LOS ANGELES 90003 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



73 UST10000303 CONSOLIDATED AUTO SHOP USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



2300 WEST MARTIN LUTHER 
KING BLVD.



LOS ANGELES 90008 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



74 UST10000301 LEE & SONS (HAULING) USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



4175 S BROADWAY AVE LOS ANGELES 90015 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



75 UST10000151 MOBIL #18-LJY (T0603701025) USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



10000 S VERMONT LOS ANGELES 90044 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



76 UST10000144 MORRIS AUTO BODY USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



6000 S SAN PEDRO ST LOS ANGELES 90014 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



77 UST10000312 PAMELA F/JACK M OWOUR USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



12003 S FIGUEROA ST LOS ANGELES 90044 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



78 UST10000142 UNKNOWN USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



6800 S HOVER ST. LOS ANGELES 90044 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



79 UST10000146 UNKNOWN USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



5501 S MAIN ST LOS ANGELES 90037 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



80 UST10000155 UNKNOWN USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



186 E VERNON AVE LOS ANGELES 90011 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



81 UST10000302 UNKNOWN USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



5400 S MAIN ST LOS ANGELES 90037 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



82 UST10000306 UNKNOWN USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



101 E ADAMS BLVD LOS ANGELES 90011 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



83 UST10000165 CALTRANS SONORA JUNCTION USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



SONORA JUNCTION & 
HIGHWAY 395



BRIDGEPORT 93517 MONO COUNTY



84 UST10000164 CONTEL USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



470039 PINECREST AVENUE MAMMOTHLA
KES



93546 MONO COUNTY



85 UST10000162 HOT CREEK HATCHERY USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



121 HOT CREEK HATCHERY 
RD (FORMER STAR RT.1, BOX 



MAMMOTHLA
KES



93546 MONO COUNTY



86 UST10000163 MAMMOTH YOSEMITE AIRPORT 
(FORMER DEMPSEY 



USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



1300 AIRPORT WAY MAMMOTHLA
KES



93546 MONO COUNTY



87 UST10000141 OLD SILVER LAKE TEXACO USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



BOULDER DRIVE & NEVADA 
STREET



JUNE LAKE 93529 MONO COUNTY
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88 UST10000260 76 / BP BRANDED STATION IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 100 MACARTHUR BLVD> OAKLAND 94610 OAKLAND, CITY OF



89 UST10000327 LA COUNTY FIRE CAMP 2 IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 4810 OAK GROVE DR. PASADENA 91011 PASADENA, CITY OF



90 UST10000060 FORMER NORFOLKS WOODS INN IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 6941 W. LAKE BLVD. TAHOMA 96142 PLACER COUNTY



91 UST10000059 SUNNYSIDE MARKET IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 1770-1780 W. LAKE BLVD. TAHOE CITY 96145 PLACER COUNTY



92 UST10000068 VAN BUREN 76 IN COMPLIANCE - TEMPORARY 
CLOSURE



4890 VAN BUREN BLVD. RIVERSIDE 92503 RIVERSIDE COUNTY



93 UST10000062 AAA AUTO IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 603 S. “D” STREET PERRIS 92570 RIVERSIDE COUNTY



94 UST10000066 SOLITON SYSTEMS, INC. IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 42551 HWY 79 AGUANGA 92536 RIVERSIDE COUNTY



95 UST10000067 SUMMIT  GAS & MARKET IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 1355 E ALESSANDRO BLVD. RIVERSIDE 92508 RIVERSIDE COUNTY



96 UST10000064 TEXACO STATION MITCHELL'S USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



81201 INDIO BLVD INDIO 92201 RIVERSIDE COUNTY



97 UST10000124 GREENBACK SHELL IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 9301 GREENBACK LANE ORANGEVALE 95662 SACRAMENTO COUNTY



98 UST10000042 MONTCLAIR GAS 'N WASH IN COMPLIANCE - TEMPORARY 
CLOSURE



5515 HOLT BLVD MONTCLAIR 91763 SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTY



99 UST10000332 B&B GAS INC. IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 101 W. BIG BEAR BLVD BIG BEAR CITY, 
CA



92314 SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTY



100 UST10000104 J & A CHEVRON IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 82264 TRONA ROAD TRONA 93562 SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTY



101 UST10000098 ABANDONED UST'S IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 24057 LAKE DRIVE CRESTLINE 92325 SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTY



102 UST10000254 FOOTHILL CAR WASH IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 2016 W. FOOTHILL BLVD UPLAND, CA 91786 SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTY



103 UST10000041 MISSION CAR WASH IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 1101 E FOOTHILL UPLAND 91786 SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTY



104 UST10000109 ROMANS CONSTRUCTION CO IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 42191 BIG BEAR BLVD BIG BEAR LAKE 92315 SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTY



105 UST10000037 UNKNOWN IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 1074 CARBON CANYON 
ROAD



CHINO HILLS 91709 SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTY



106 UST10000250 JEREMY'S TRADING POST IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 39263 HARVARD RD. YERMO, CA 92398 SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTY



107 UST10000069 CITY OF NATIONAL CITY USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



2020 HOOVER AVE NATIONAL 
CITY



91950 SAN DIEGO COUNTY LOP



108 UST10000070 CONWAY WESTERN FREIGHT USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



2420 BOSWELL ROAD CHULA VISTA 91914 SAN DIEGO COUNTY LOP



109 UST10000001 SKYLINE AUTO SERVICE IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 505 SKYLINE BLVD DALY CITY 94015 SAN MATEO COUNTY
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110 UST10000119 USFS - TURNTABLE BAY IN COMPLIANCE - USTS CLOSED IN 
PLACE



TURNTABLE BAY RD O'BRIEN 96070 SHASTA COUNTY



111 UST10000118 SOUTH MARKET AUTO USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



3270 S MARKET ST REDDING 96001 SHASTA COUNTY



112 UST10000183 COYOTEVILLE USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



PO BOX 231 DOWNIEVILLE 95936 SIERRA COUNTY



113 UST10000190 HERRINGTON'S SIERRA PINES 
RESORT



USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



HWY 49 SIERRA CITY 96125 SIERRA COUNTY



114 UST10000180 JAMES PASQUETTI USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



1079 MAIN STREET LOYALTON 96118 SIERRA COUNTY



115 UST10000181 KATHERINE ANN BOWLING USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



250 MEEKER LOYALTON 96118 SIERRA COUNTY



116 UST10000185 KEN ALEXANDER USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



RAILROAD AVE. /APN#017-
090-008



LOYALTON 96118 SIERRA COUNTY



117 UST10000189 KLAUS LUDWIG USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



182 LONGHORN DRIVE LOYALTON 96118 SIERRA COUNTY



118 UST10000178 LOYALTON COUNTY ROAD SHOP USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



N 3RD STREET LOYALTON 96118 SIERRA COUNTY



119 UST10000182 SIERRA CHALET USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



MAIN STREET LOYALTON 96118 SIERRA COUNTY



120 UST10000187 SIERRA CITY UNION USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



HWY 49 SIERRA CITY 96125 SIERRA COUNTY



121 UST10000179 SIERRA VALLEY HOME CENTER USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



HWY 49 LOYALTON 96118 SIERRA COUNTY



122 UST10000184 STERLING WILKINSON USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



175 WEST 2ND STREET LOYALTON 96118 SIERRA COUNTY



123 UST10000188 TOM'S SIERRA CO. USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



W. 2ND STREET LOYALTON 96118 SIERRA COUNTY



124 UST10000186 VERN HUFFMAN USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



FOUNDRY-PEARL STREET DOWNIEVILLE 95936 SIERRA COUNTY



125 UST10000191 WELSH RESIDENCE USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



300 MEADOW RANCH ROAD CALPINE 96124 SIERRA COUNTY



126 UST10000177 WHITES SIERRA STATION INC. USTS CLOSED OR REMOVED 
HISTORICALLY



30 N. 1ST WEST LOYALTON 96118 SIERRA COUNTY



127 UST10000084 PATTERSON LIQUOR & FOOD IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 320 N SECOND PATTERSON 95363 STANISLAUS COUNTY



128 UST10000082 QUICK SHOP EXPRESS IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 2716 COFFEE MODESTO 95355 STANISLAUS COUNTY



129 UST10000081 YOSEMITE VALERO AND FOOD 
MART



IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 3401 YOSEMITE MODESTO 95354 STANISLAUS COUNTY



130 UST10000002 TOWER MART IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 9811 LIVE OAK BLVD. LIVE OAK 95953 SUTTER COUNTY



131 UST10000088 CROSSLANDS COUNTRY STORE IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 8215 HWY 99E LOS MOLINOS 96055 TEHAMA COUNTY
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132 UST10000095 VPPS - YAYO'S CHEVRON IN COMPLIANCE - TEMPORARY 
CLOSURE



150 N ALTA AVE DINUBA 93618 TULARE COUNTY



133 UST10000092 JUNCTION FUEL DEPOT IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 13811 MONO WAY SONORA 95370 TUOLUMNE COUNTY



134 UST10000025 LA CONCHITA MARKET & GAS IN COMPLIANCE - USTS IN SERVICE 6905 SURFSIDE ST. LA CONCHITA 93001 VENTURA COUNTY



135 UST10000026 REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF CITY 
OF MOORPARK



IN COMPLIANCE - USTS REMOVED 412 HIGH ST. MOORPARK 91320 VENTURA COUNTY











Prepared by Sullivan International Group, Inc., a U.S. EPA contractor working on behalf of the State Water Board. 
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# GLOBAL ID PROJECT NAME STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION CITY ZIP LEAD



1 UST10000131 KRABBENHOFT BUILDING OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



204 N. MAIN STREET JACKSON 95642 AMADOR COUNTY



2 UST10000132 SLATER BUILDING OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



40 STATE HWY 49/88 JACKSON 95642 AMADOR COUNTY



3 UST10000135 ALBIANI TRUST OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



17918 LATROBE ROAD PLYMOUTH 95669 AMADOR COUNTY



4 UST10000134 QUEIROLO OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



14487 FIDDLETOWN ROAD FIDDLETOWN 95629 AMADOR COUNTY



5 UST10000133 THORNHILL RESIDENCE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



615 PITT STREET JACKSON 95642 AMADOR COUNTY



6 UST10000172 ATWAL'SGAS STATION OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



1920 "B" STREET OROVILLE 95966 BUTTE COUNTY



7 UST10000171 JOE'S SUPER STOP OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



1627 HWY 99 GRIDLEY 95948 BUTTE COUNTY



8 UST10000174 WILLIAM DUTRA OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



2672 CHICO RIVER RD. CHICO 95928 BUTTE COUNTY



9 UST10000173 1ST STOP OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



2401 5TH AVE. OROVILLE 95965 BUTTE COUNTY



10 UST10000044 GAS MART OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



141 WEST ST. CHARLES ST. SAN ANDREAS 95249 CALAVERAS COUNTY



11 UST10000168 RODEO 76 OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



401 PARKER AVENUE RODEO 94572 CONTRA COSTA COUNTY



12 UST10000045 MEYERS BEACON OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



3208 HWY 50 MEYERS 96150 EL DORADO COUNTY



13 UST10000263 AMERICAN & FOREIGN OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



603 BROADWAY FRESNO 93721 FRESNO COUNTY



14 UST10000276 LARREY RESIDENCE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



6339 S ORANGE EASTON 93725 FRESNO COUNTY



15 UST10000280 MEGAS I* OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



691 OLLER MENDOTA 93640 FRESNO COUNTY



16 UST10000262 AGRICHEMICAL SALES & SERVICE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



8715 S ELM FRESNO 93706 FRESNO COUNTY



17 UST10000264 AQUARIUS AQUARIUM INSTITUTE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



N PARKWAY & HERNDON 
AVE



FRESNO 93727 FRESNO COUNTY



18 UST10000265 BIG G'S AUTOMOTIVE CENTER OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



1091 N ST FIREBAUGH 93622 FRESNO COUNTY



19 UST10000267 CLEMENT APIARIES OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



16240 W WHITESBRIDGE KERMAN 93630 FRESNO COUNTY



20 UST10000268 CLOVIS CONCRETE PIPE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



748 FIFTH ST CLOVIS 93612 FRESNO COUNTY



21 UST10000270 COLONIAL VAN & STORAGE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



215 BROADWAY FRESNO 93721 FRESNO COUNTY
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22 UST10000290 CROWN SHELL OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



3110 W SHIELDS AVE FRESNO 93726 FRESNO COUNTY



23 UST10000271 D&L PRODUCE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



10463 S DEL REY AVE SELMA 93662 FRESNO COUNTY



24 UST10000298 DARLING OIL AND TIRE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



11010 E MOUNTAIN VIEW SELMA 93662 FRESNO COUNTY



25 UST10000294 DOYAL'S MARKET OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



25425 TRIMMER SPRINGS RD PIEDRA 93649 FRESNO COUNTY



26 UST10000272 ESTATE OF ROSARIO BIANES OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



36781 W SHAW FIREBAUGH 93622 FRESNO COUNTY



27 UST10000299 FLORAL PLAZA OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



3000 FLORAL AVE SELMA 93662 FRESNO COUNTY



28 UST10000274 FORMER DAUER PETROLEUM OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



4640 N BIOLA ST BIOLA 93606 FRESNO COUNTY



29 UST10000275 G&G MARKET* OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



36459 S LASSEN HURON 93234 FRESNO COUNTY



30 UST10000277 LAS DELTAS GROCERY OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



36576 W SHAW FIREBAUGH 93622 FRESNO COUNTY



31 UST10000278 LAS PALMAS TIENDITA OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



1304 W JENSEN FRESNO 93706 FRESNO COUNTY



32 UST10000279 MANNING RESIDENCE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



2806 S WALNUT AVE FRESNO 93706 FRESNO COUNTY



33 UST10000281 MOHAN'S TEXACO OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



4818 E CLAYTON AVE #A FOWLER 93625 FRESNO COUNTY



34 UST10000296 PERFORMANCE 500 OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



1506 VAN NESS FRESNO 93721 FRESNO COUNTY



35 UST10000284 POOL WELL SERVICING COMPANY OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



31808 W GALE COALINGA 93210 FRESNO COUNTY



36 UST10000287 SCHERR PROPERTY OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



2038 E CALIFORNIA AVE FRESNO 93706 FRESNO COUNTY



37 UST10000292 VALLEY GAS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



2430 E OLIVE AVE FRESNO 93701 FRESNO COUNTY



38 UST10000273 FIRE STATION #3 OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



1406 FRESNO ST FRESNO 93706 FRESNO COUNTY



39 UST10000297 MULHOLLAND LAND CO. OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



4796 E. KINGS CANYON RD. FRESNO 93702 FRESNO COUNTY



40 UST10000283 PARLIER QUICK STOP* OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



615 E MANNING AVE PARLIER 93648 FRESNO COUNTY



41 UST10000291 POWER SHELL OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



1021 E SHAW AVE FRESNO 93710 FRESNO COUNTY



42 UST10000286 SAHAKIAN PROPERTY OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



1289 N FIRST ST FRESNO 93703 FRESNO COUNTY



43 UST10000289 WHITESBRIDGE TRANSMISSION OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



204 WHITESBRIDGE FRESNO 93706 FRESNO COUNTY
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44 UST10000257 CASH OIL OUT OF COMPLIANCE - MANAGED 
UNDER LUST CASE



327 PETALUMA AV SEBASTOPOL 95472 HEALDSBURG/SEBASTAPOL, 
CITY OF



45 UST10000255 MILLER OIL OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



7101 WILTON AVE SEBASTOPOL 95472 HEALDSBURG/SEBASTAPOL, 
CITY OF



46 UST10000024 ELSIE'S MARKET OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



28046 ALDERPOINT RD BLOCKSBURG 95514 HUMBOLDT COUNTY



47 UST10000020 HARRISON CAR REPAIR, FORMER OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



3295 COLLEGE AVE FORTUNA 95540 HUMBOLDT COUNTY



48 UST10000017 JEREMIAH MCNALLY / LCJ 
AUTOMOTIVE



OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



441 FOURTH ST ALDERPOINT 95511 HUMBOLDT COUNTY



49 UST10000021 K&L MARKET OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



1434 ROHNERVILLE RD FORTUNA 95540 HUMBOLDT COUNTY



50 UST10000019 RODGERS RESIDENCE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



5461 DOWS PRAIRIE RD MCKINLEYVILL
E



95519 HUMBOLDT COUNTY



51 UST10000016 RUBY VALLEY STORE, FORMER OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



2298 BRICELAND THORN RD REDWAY 95560 HUMBOLDT COUNTY



52 UST10000015 WHITETHORN STORE, FORMER OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



16427 BRICELAND RD WHITETHORN 95589 HUMBOLDT COUNTY



53 UST10000333 FILLCO GAS STATION OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



1011 IMPERIAL AVE CALEXICO 92231 IMPERIAL COUNTY



54 UST10000334 FILLCO GAS STATION OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



324 IMPERIAL AVE CALEXICO 92231 IMPERIAL COUNTY



55 UST10000335 LORENZO GAS STATION OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



12 MONETERRY AVE DESERT 
SHORES



92231 IMPERIAL COUNTY



56 UST10000047 AGCO 4 GAS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



432 W. GRANT AVE CALEXICO 92231 IMPERIAL COUNTY



57 UST10000049 CALIMART EXPRESS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



500 N. SORENSON AVE CALIPATRIA 92233 IMPERIAL COUNTY



58 UST10000052 OUT FUEL MART OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



1182 N. IMPERIAL HWY OCOTILLO 92259 IMPERIAL COUNTY



59 UST10000054 US BORDER PATROL OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



1150 BIRCH ST CALEXICO 92231 IMPERIAL COUNTY



60 UST10000003 TAYLOR AUTOMATED FUELS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - MANAGED 
UNDER LUST CASE



61700 HWY 46 LOST HILLS 93249 KERN COUNTY



61 UST10000008 BORON SERVICE STATION OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



27195 TWENTY MULE TEAM 
RD



BORON 93516 KERN COUNTY



62 UST10000005 EL RANCHO NO GOT OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



4927 LARSEN ST LAKE ISABELLA 93240 KERN COUNTY



63 UST10000013 MILDRED STEPHENS (OLD JOE'S) OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



12816 MAIN ST LAMONT 93241 KERN COUNTY



64 UST10000014 JANNA PETERSON PROPERTY OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



E HWY 58 FRONTAGE RD 
NORTH EDWARDS, CA



NORTH 
EDWARDS



93516 KERN COUNTY



65 UST10000012 MILEY'S STATION OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



SW CORNER OF HWY 178 
AND HWY 14



CANTIL 93519 KERN COUNTY
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66 UST10000011 PARKER RESIDENCE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



16705 GLENDOWER NORTH 
EDWARDS



93523 KERN COUNTY



67 UST10000007 ONYX EMPORIUM (ROPER 
RECYCLING)



OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



23822 HWY 178 ONYX 93255 KERN COUNTY



68 UST10000056 LUNSFORD PROPERTY (FORMERLY 
STOP N SHOP, LTD.)



OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



950 MAIN STREET SUSANVILLE 96130 LASSEN COUNTY



69 UST10000055 LASSEN COMMUNITY HOSPITAL OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



560 HOSPITAL LANE SUSANVILLE 96130 LASSEN COUNTY



70 UST10000339 B-Z DISPOSAL SERVICE INC. OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



6254 PARAMOUNT BLVD LONG BEACH 90805 LONG BEACH, CITY OF



71 UST10000338 ROCKET OIL COMPANY OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



1701 W. ANAHEIM LONG BEACH 90813 LONG BEACH, CITY OF



72 UST10000115 AHERN RENTALS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



2635 EAST SOUTH STREET LONG BEACH 90805 LONG BEACH, CITY OF



73 UST10000114 KIA'S ARCO OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



3201 EAST 7TH STREET LONG BEACH 90804 LONG BEACH, CITY OF



74 UST10000210 INTERNATIONAL EXTRUSION CORP OUT OF COMPLIANCE - MANAGED 
UNDER LUST CASE



1000 SOUTH MERIDIAN AVE ALHAMBRA 91803-
1215



LOS ANGELES COUNTY



75 UST10000218 HOOPER CARPET OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



1001 W  COMPTON BLVD COMPTON 90220 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



76 UST10000221 MING STAR AUTO REPAIR:PIT 
STOP



OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



9901 EAST LAS TUNAS DR TEMPLE CITY 91780 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



77 UST10000203 SIERRA BUILDING SUPPLIES OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



16869 W  SIERRA               
HWY



CANYON 
COUNTRY



91351 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



78 UST10000197 STAR CAR WASH OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



3447  N  PECK                 RD EL MONTE 91731 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



79 UST10000219 WALTER HAMMOCK OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



9802 SOUTH NORMANDIE 
AVE



LOS ANGELES 90003 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



80 UST10000231 AERO FINANCIAL OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



3611 W  IMPERIAL HWY INGLEWOOD 90303 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



81 UST10000229 CHOTTO KAUR ET AL OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



42201 NORTH DIVISION 
STREET (FORMERLY 44201)



LANCASTER 93535 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



82 UST10000208 CHRIS LE GRANDE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



1105 EAST REDONDO BLVD INGLEWOOD 90302 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



83 UST10000195 CIRCLE K STORES #3043 OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



13746 EAST MEYER                
RD



WHITTIER 90605-
4221



LOS ANGELES COUNTY



84 UST10000193 ERNEST C BOWDRY OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



1903  EAST ALONDRA              
BLVD



COMPTON 90221-
4505



LOS ANGELES COUNTY



85 UST10000199 HARTSHORN RANCH OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



10455 W  AVE B LANCASTER 93536 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



86 UST10000205 HONGS SERVICE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



22025 S  NORWALK              
BLVD



HAWAIIAN 
GARDENS



90716 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



87 UST10000207 LAKE HUGHES AUTO OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



43859 N  LAKE HUGHES          
RD



LAKE HUGHES 93532 LOS ANGELES COUNTY
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88 UST10000228 MEZA'S PALLET REPAIR OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



2501 NORTH SANTA FE 
AVENUE



COMPTON 90222 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



89 UST10000245 OIL-RITE EXPRESS LUBE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



44451  SIERRA               HWY LANCASTER 93534 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



90 UST10000200 QUARTZ HILL SHELL OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



41966 N  50TH ST WEST QUARTZ HILL 93536-
2963



LOS ANGELES COUNTY



91 UST10000206 R WILSON CRANE CO OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



1714  W  EL SEGUNDO           
BLVD



GARDENA 90249 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



92 UST10000233 ROSEMEAD AUTO SHOP OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



2547 N  ROSEMEAD             
BLVD



SOUTH EL 
MONTE



91733 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



93 UST10000215 THROGMORTON'S FRAME CLINICS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



2414 SOUTH CONNOR AVE COMMERCE 90040-
1043



LOS ANGELES COUNTY



94 UST10000224 BIJAN NEMAN OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



541 E  REDONDO BEACH        
BLVD



LOS ANGELES 90248 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



95 UST10000202 CLIPPINGER FORD OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



401   N  CITRUS               AVE COVINA 91723 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



96 UST10000222 IGLESIA DE DIOS ISRAELITA OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



9331 SOUTH VERMONT  AVE LOS ANGELES 90026 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



97 UST10000209 JACOBS OIL COMPANY INC OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



560 W  AVE J LANCASTER 93534 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



98 UST10000198 JIFFY LUBE #0013 (DBA) OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



1103  W  WASHINGTON           
BLVD



MONTEBELLO 90640 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



99 UST10000227 JOSE AND MARIA LAMAS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



616 S  LONG BEACH           
BLVD



COMPTON 90221 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



100 UST10000216 MARIA EROS TRUST OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



8551 SOUTH LONG BEACH 
BLVD



SOUTHGATE 90280 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



101 UST10000196 QUIK N SPLIT OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



601   SOUTH PRAIRIE              
AVE



INGLEWOOD 90301 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



102 UST10000247 RAMONA GARDENS LLC OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



4500 W  116TH ST HAWTHORNE 90250 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



103 UST10000220 SOUNDSATIONS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



24300  SAN FERNANDO RD SANTA 
CLARITA



91355 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



104 UST10000192 TRANS COLOR LAB OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



8158 SOUTH STATE STREET SOUTH GATE 90280 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



105 UST10000226 ADVANCE METAL 
PRODUCTS/GIBRALTER 



UNKNOWN 1441 W  EL SEGUNDO           
BLVD



COMPTON 90222 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



106 UST10000234 PERFORMANCE ASSOCIATES UNKNOWN 401    BORREGO              CT SAN DIMAS 91773 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



107 UST10000243 SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS CO UNKNOWN 25205    RYE CANYON           
RD



VALENCIA 91355 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



108 UST10000236 WHITTIER NARROWS RECREATION UNKNOWN 0    LOMA                 AVE EL MONTE 92648 LOS ANGELES COUNTY



109 UST10000337 WLCAC - WATTS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



10950 S CENTRAL AVENUE LOS ANGELES 90059 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF
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110 UST10000149 DUDLEYS FRIENDLY AUTO REPAIR OUT OF COMPLIANCE - MANAGED 
UNDER LUST CASE



6552 S WESTERN AVE LOS ANGELES 90047 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



111 UST10000323 ONE STOP AUTO REPAIR OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



9227 SOUTH MAIN STREET LOS ANGELES 90003 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



112 UST10000145 P & S AUTOMOTIVE SALE SERVICE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



6303 S MAIN ST. LOS ANGELES 90003 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



113 UST10000148 HOWARD PROPERTY OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



11428  SOUTH MAIN STREET LOS ANGELES 90061 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



114 UST10000307 B & R AUTO SERVICE UNKNOWN 4825 S FIGUEROA ST LOS ANGELES 90037 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



115 UST10000322 C&B PROPERTIES UNKNOWN 7611 S. BROADWAY LOS ANGELES 90003 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



116 UST10000321 INACTIVE GAS STATION UNKNOWN 8750 S. AVALON BLVD LOS ANGELES 90002 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



117 UST10000314 UNKNOWN UNKNOWN 11640 S MAIN ST. LOS ANGELES 90061 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



118 UST10000308 UNKNOWN UNKNOWN 6927 S BROADWAY LOS ANGELES 90003 LOS ANGELES, CITY OF



119 UST10000097 PRIVATE RESIDENCE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



44250 ROAD 415 COARSEGOLD 93614 MARIPOSA COUNTY



120 UST10000057 VACATION STATION OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



7651 HIGHWAY 120 GROVELAND 95321 MARIPOSA COUNTY



121 UST10000139 G STREET TEXACO OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



2104 "G" STREET MERCED 95340 MERCED COUNTY



122 UST10000138 ATWATER GASCARD, INC OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



695 ATWATER BOULEVARD ATWATER 95301 MERCED COUNTY



123 UST10000137 BUY AND GO OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



1720 "R" STREET MERCED 95340 MERCED COUNTY



124 UST10000140 LOPEZ PROPERTY OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



511 "I" STREET LOS BAÑOS 93635 MERCED COUNTY



125 UST10000328 LARRAINZAR OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



490 S. HIGHWAY 33 GUSTINE 95322 MERCED COUNTY



126 UST10000166 ROBERT MORGAN PROPERTY OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



2784 STATE ROUTE 158 JUNE LAKE 93529 MONO COUNTY



127 UST10000058 AMERICAN CANYON VALLEJO GAS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



3438 BROADWAY AMERICAN 
CANYON



94503 NAPA COUNTY



128 UST10000258 GUY' SERVICE STATION OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



3820 SAN LEANDRO OAKLAND 94601 OAKLAND, CITY OF



129 UST10000259 JIMENEZ GENERAL AUTO DETAIL OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



6001 FOOTHILL BLVD OAKLAND 94601 OAKLAND, CITY OF



130 UST10000261 STONES ONE EASY STOP OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



1141 98TH AVE. OAKLAND 94603 OAKLAND, CITY OF



131 UST10000027 EL TORO MARINE BASE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



TRABUCO RD TF555 SANTA ANA 92709 ORANGE COUNTY
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132 UST10000028 CYPRESS COLLEGE SHELL OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



6001 ORANGE AVE CYPRESS 90630 ORANGE COUNTY



133 UST10000326 PARK GREEN,LLC OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



1870 E. WALNUT ST. PASADENA 91107 PASADENA, CITY OF



134 UST10000324 M.A. ROGERS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



21 E. VILLA ST. PASADENA 91103 PASADENA, CITY OF



135 UST10000325 MIKE AND SON'S OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



500 N. ALTADENA DR. PASADENA 91107 PASADENA, CITY OF



136 UST10000063 STANCO OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



44250 RAGSDALE ROAD DESERT 
CENTER 



92239 RIVERSIDE COUNTY



137 UST10000065 DIGNITARY DOWNS, LLC OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



42250 TERWILLIGER RD. ANZA 92539 RIVERSIDE COUNTY



138 UST10000130 MIDWAY TEXACO OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



2469 SOUTH  SAN JACINTO 
AVENUE



SAN JACINTO 92583 RIVERSIDE COUNTY



139 UST10000061 ROMO GAS MART OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



27682 HWY 74 ROMOLAND 92580 RIVERSIDE COUNTY



140 UST10000331 MISSION GROVE PLAZA GAS 
STATION



OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



381 E. ALESSANDRO BLVD. RIVERSIDE 92508 RIVERSIDE COUNTY



141 UST10000125 MINDY'S MARKET OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



8244 AUBURN BLVD CITRUS 
HEIGHTS



95610 SACRAMENTO COUNTY



142 UST10000122 ALL STAR GAS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



6200 FAIR OAKS BLVD CARMICHAEL 95608 SACRAMENTO COUNTY



143 UST10000123 FOLSOM GAS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



8651 FOLSOM BLVD SACRAMENTO 95826 SACRAMENTO COUNTY



144 UST10000223 UNKNOWN OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



4800 SAN JUAN CANYON 
ROAD



SAN JUAN 
BUATISTA



95045 SAN BENITO COUNTY



145 UST10000111 ABANDONED UST SITE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



17164 CAJON BLVD DEVORE 92407 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



146 UST10000099 EDWIN BOWEN USTS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



3 HAVASU LAKE RD. HAVASU LAKE 92363 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



147 UST10000100 J STREET VALERO OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



1219 W BROADWAY NEEDLES 92363 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



148 UST10000110 JUNNY'S MARKET OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



8150 I AVENUE HESPERIA 92345 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



149 UST10000112 LENWOOD FUELS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



2824 LENWOOD RD. BARSTOW 92311 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



150 UST10000330 ROYAL TRUCK STOP OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



2300 STEEL ROAD COLTON 92324 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



151 UST10000036 ABANDONED PROPERTY OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



7607 TIPPECANOE ST HIGHLAND 92410 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



152 UST10000034 ABANDONED TANKS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



82188 TRONA RD TRONA 92352 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



153 UST10000040 ABANDONED UST SITE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



18169 CAJON BLVD DEVORE 92407 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY
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154 UST10000032 ABANDONED UST SITE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



38883 YERMO RD YERMO 92398 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



155 UST10000033 ABANDONED UST'S OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



80505 HALLORAN SPRINGS 
RD



BAKER 92309 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



156 UST10000039 ABANDONED UST/FICAROTTA OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



6183 SIERRA AVE FONTANA 92335 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



157 UST10000035 ABANDONED USTS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



1098 W 5TH ST SAN 
BERNARDINO



92411 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



158 UST10000101 BLOOMGTN TEXACO/HOSSEIN A OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



18509 VALLEY BLVD BLOOMINGTO
N



92316 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



159 UST10000252 DAGGETT OIL OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



35487 NATIONAL TRAILS 
HWY



DAGGETT 92327 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



160 UST10000249 FORMER EZ SERVE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



1700 E. MAIN ST. BARSTOW 92311 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



161 UST10000108 GOFFS GEN STORE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



119246 GOFFS RD. GOFFS 92332 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



162 UST10000253 GROSVENOR SQUARE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



100 RICE ROAD RICE 92280 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



163 UST10000107 MOHAWK MINI-MART OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



19324 NATIONAL TRAILS 
HWY



ORO GRANDE 92368 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



164 UST10000251 MOHSEN, INC. OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



33830 OUTER HWY 15 YERMO 92398 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



165 UST10000105 RUSTLERS TRUCK STOP OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



40895 SUNRISE CANYON 
ROAD



YERMO 92398 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



166 UST10000031 UNKNOWN OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



82440 TRONA RD TRONA 93562 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



167 UST10000102 ABANDONED USTS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



44598 NATIONAL TRAILS 
HWY



NEWBERRY 
SPRINGS



92365 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



168 UST10000248 DELOSS EQUIPMENT RENTALS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



1641 W. MAIN ST. BARSTOW 92311 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



169 UST10000103 PASO ALTO TOWING & 
GARAGE/ABAND TNK



OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



63851 HALLORAN SUMMIT 
ROAD



NIPTON 92364 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



170 UST10000106 STOP 'N' SAVE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



1501 IRWIN ROAD BARSTOW 92311 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



171 UST10000038 UNKNOWN OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



BENSON & AIRPORT DR. ONE 
BLOCK N OF 13TH ST.



UPLAND 91786 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY



172 UST10000071 EL DORADO AUTO OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



2070 S EL DORADO STREET STOCKTON 95206 SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY



173 UST10000073 HESS DUBOIS CLEANERS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



348 HARDING WAY STOCKTON 95203 SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY



174 UST10000072 VALLEY MOTORS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



800 E MAIN STREET STOCKTON 95205 SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY



175 UST10000127 ABANDONED UST SITE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



1005 MONTEREY STREET SAN LUIS 
OBISPO



93408 SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY
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176 UST10000128 ABANDONED UST SITE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



299 MARSH STREET SAN LUIS 
OBISPO



93401 SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY



177 UST10000336 CAROUSEL MALL PARKING LOT OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



295 CAROUSEL MALL SAN 
BERNARDINO



92401 SANTA ANA RWQCB 
(REGION 8)



178 UST10000074 UNKNOWN UST OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



ASSIGNED AS 9200 
NORWALK FOR FILE 



SANTA FE 
SPRINGS



90670 SANTA FE SPRINGS, CITY OF



179 UST10000075 CARMENITA UNDERPASS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



CARMENITA UNDERPASS 
(NO STREET NUMBER 



SANTA FE 
SPRINGS



90670 SANTA FE SPRINGS, CITY OF



180 UST10000126 GARAGE CORNICHE LTD. OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



1400 BROADWAY SANTA 
MONICA



90404 SANTA MONICA, CITY OF



181 UST10000116 BERNARD'S OUT OF COMPLIANCE - MANAGED 
UNDER LUST CASE



1245 MAIN ST BURNEY 96013 SHASTA COUNTY



182 UST10000117 ERNEST EAGAN OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



3090 W CENTER ST ANDERSON 96007 SHASTA COUNTY



183 UST10000120 WALIA'S COUNTRY MARKET OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



12886 LAKE BLVD REDDING 96003 SHASTA COUNTY



184 UST10000121 KWIK MART OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



37047 MAIN ST BURNEY 96013 SHASTA COUNTY



185 UST10000176 CRAYCROFT BLDG. OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



103 COMMERCIAL ST (MAIN 
ST./HWY 49)



DOWNIEVILLE 95936 SIERRA COUNTY



186 UST10000175 INDIAN VALLEY OUT POST OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



HWY 49 CAMPTONVILL
E



95922 SIERRA COUNTY



187 UST10000076 B & N SUPER STOP OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



701 MINI DRIVE VALLEJO 94590 SOLANO COUNTY



188 UST10000079 BROOK'S SPIRIT OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



2601 SPRINGS ROAD VALLEJO 94591 SOLANO COUNTY



189 UST10000078 MARIN MARKET OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
PRODUCT



200 MARIN STREET VALLEJO 94590 SOLANO COUNTY



190 UST10000077 FIRST USA GAS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



2707 SONOMA BLVD VALLEJO 94590 SOLANO COUNTY



191 UST10000136 RINN PROPERTY OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



21030 GEYSERVILLE AVE GEYSERVILLE 95488 SONOMA COUNTY



192 UST10000080 HOT STAR GAS & MART OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



1517 MORGAN MODESTO 95358 STANISLAUS COUNTY



193 UST10000083 EMPIRE QUICK N SAVE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



5201 YOSEMITE EMPIRE 95319 STANISLAUS COUNTY



194 UST10000087 BOWMAN STORE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



18371 BOWMAN ROAD COTTONWOO
D



96022 TEHAMA COUNTY



195 UST10000086 DIBBLECREEL STORE OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



19485 HWY 36W RED BLUFF 96080 TEHAMA COUNTY



196 UST10000085 MINERAL GAS MART OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



38361 HWY 36E LOS 
ANGEMINERA



96063 TEHAMA COUNTY



197 UST10000093 IRELAN'S OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



97695 KENNEDY MEADOWS 
RD



KENNEDY 
MEADOWS



93527 TULARE COUNTY
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198 UST10000094 POPLAR BEACON OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



14491 RD 192 PORTERVILLE 93257 TULARE COUNTY



199 UST10000096 LA TIENDA MARKET OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



23087 AVE 196 STRATHMORE 93267 TULARE COUNTY



200 UST10000090 VERN'S GROVELAND GAS OUT OF COMPLIANCE - MANAGED 
UNDER LUST CASE



18707 MAIN STREET GROVELAND 95321 TUOLUMNE COUNTY



201 UST10000089 WAYNE'S SERVICE STATION OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS WITH 
UNKNOWN PRODUCT STATUS



18350 TUOLUMNE RD TUOLUMNE 95379 TUOLUMNE COUNTY



202 UST10000091 TUOLUMNE GAS AND FOOD OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



18848 CARTER STREET TUOLUMNE 95379 TUOLUMNE COUNTY



203 UST10000329 TWAIN HARTE GAS (WAYNE'S 
TWAIN HARTE SHELL IN 



OUT OF COMPLIANCE - USTS 
WITHOUT PRODUCT



22890 TWAIN HARTE DRIVE TWAIN HARTE 95383 TUOLUMNE COUNTY



204 UST10000030 EDDIE GEE PROPERTY OUT OF COMPLIANCE - MANAGED 
UNDER LUST CASE



4880 OLIVEHURST AVENUE OLIVEHURST 95961 YUBA COUNTY
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NEWS


Agriculture
One-Month Farm Bill Extension Envisioned
By Boehner If No Agreement Reached Soon
House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) said the House would act
on a one-month extension if a farm program reauthorization deal
cannot be wrapped up soon, but House Agriculture Committee
Chairman Frank Lucas (R-Okla.) told Bloomberg BNA a deal...


Air Pollution
EPA's Tier III Fuel Standards to Take
Comments Into Account, Official Says
The Environmental Protection Agency's upcoming Tier III
standards for vehicle fuels and emissions will incorporate
comments the agency received in response to its proposed
regulations, an EPA official said Dec. 5....


Air Pollution
EPA Counters Briefs to Supreme Court
Supporting Vacatur of Cross-State Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency challenged arguments of
industry-labor groups and upwind states in support of an appeals
court decision that vacated the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule,
telling the Supreme Court their arguments are...


Air Pollution
Federal Court Rejects Request by Groups
To Order Controls at Arizona Power Plant
A federal court has rejected a request by a conservation group
and a Navajo tribal group to order the Environmental Protection
Agency to issue a rule to control pollution at a coal-fired power
plant in northern Arizona that has affected visibility...
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Chesapeake Bay
Farm Conservation Practices Cut Pollution
Entering Chesapeake Bay, USDA Report Says
Farmers in the Chesapeake Bay watershed have reduced their
nutrient and sediment runoff by millions of pounds per year, the
Agriculture Department said in a report released Dec. 5. ...


Climate Change
Biden Reaffirms Cooperation With China
On HFCs, Phaseout of Fossil Fuel Subsidies
Vice President Joe Biden and senior Chinese officials Dec. 5
pledged increased cooperation by both countries—the world’s two
leading greenhouse gas emitters—on climate change by phasing
out fossil fuel subsidies and...


Climate Change
EPA Science Advisers Express Concerns
On Review of Rule for New Power Plants
Members of the Environmental Protection Agency's Science
Advisory Board expressed reservations Dec. 5 about whether the
proposed new source performance standards for future power
plants had properly followed peer-review guidelines,...


Climate Change
Exxon Mobil, Disney, Other Companies
Set Price on Carbon in Business Plans
Exxon Mobil Corp., the Walt Disney Co. and Microsoft Corp. are
among more than two dozen companies based or operating in the
U.S. that have included a price on carbon pollution in their long-
term business plans, according to a CDP report released...


Climate Change
Groups Push EPA, Interior on Regulation
Of Methane Emissions in Oil, Gas Production
Ninety environmental groups issued an open letter Dec. 5 to the
heads of the Environmental Protection Agency and the Interior
Department to call for tougher regulations on oil and natural gas
operations to minimize methane emissions....


Climate Change
Report Says Shale Energy Leading to Higher
Industry Emissions of Greenhouse Gases
The release of natural gas and oil from shale with the help of
hydraulic fracturing will contribute to a substantial increase in
greenhouse gas emissions from chemical and fertilizer plants, oil
refineries and liquefied natural gas (LNG)...


Climate Change
Rule on Existing Power Plants Won't Require
Carbon Capture Installation, Air Chief Says
Forthcoming regulations on carbon dioxide emissions from
existing power plants will not require the installation of carbon
capture and sequestration technologies, the top air official at the
Environmental Protection Agency said. ...


Drilling
Colorado City Confirms Voters Approved
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Hydraulic Fracturing Ban in November
Following a recount, Broomfield, Colo., said city voters in
November approved a ban on hydraulic fracturing (Question 300).
...


Drilling
Lawsuit Threatened Over Completion
Of New York Impact Statement on Fracking
The trustee for a bankrupt energy company is preparing to sue
New York state to compel it to issue a long-awaited
environmental impact statement on hydraulic fracturing in natural
gas extraction....


Drinking Water
Utilities, Local Governments Ask Senators
To Exempt Hydrants From Lead-Free Rule
Organizations representing water utilities and local governments
asked two senators with jurisdiction over drinking water to help
advance legislation that would exempt fire hydrants from
Environmental Protection Agency rules to reduce...


Emissions Trading
EU May Extend Freeze on Limiting Foreign
Flights' Emissions to 2020, Adviser Says
The European Union may decide in the next five months to
extend a freeze on greenhouse gas emissions limits for foreign
flights to as long as 2020, an EU adviser said. ...


Emissions Trading
New York Court Upholds State Participation
In Regional Greenhouse Gas Trading Program
A state appeals court upheld New York state's authority to
participate in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI),
dismissing a suit brought by three ratepayers and supported by
the Competitive Enterprise Institute (Thrun v....


Endangered Species
Canada Issues Sage Grouse Emergency Order
Environment Canada published an emergency order Dec. 4 to
protect the endangered greater sage grouse and its habitat in
western Canada. The order under Section 80 of the Species at
Risk Act will help ensure the species' survival, as population...


Energy
Agriculture Announces $250 Million
In Energy Efficiency Loan Funding
The Agriculture Department will make up to $250 million in loans
to rural electric cooperatives so their customers can make energy
efficiency improvements and install renewable energy systems,
according to a final rule published Dec. 5 (78...


Energy
China Continues Rapid Expansion
Of Renewable Energy Installation
New installations of renewable energy sources in China accounted
for 57.1 percent of all newly added energy resources in the first
10 months of 2013, with 35.95 gigawatts of renewable energy
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added over that period, according to a Dec. 4 statement...


Energy
Coal-Fired Power Plant Closures Threaten
Midwest Grid Reliability, FERC Members Say
A jump in coal-fired power plant closures, prompted by new
environmental rules and conversion to cheap natural gas, appears
likely to result in a shortage of electricity generation in the
Midwest by 2016, lawmakers and federal regulators...


Energy
DOE to Publish Proposed Standards for Motors
The Energy Department will publish proposed energy efficiency
standards Dec. 6 for electric motors that it says would save
consumers $23 billion in energy costs and reduce carbon dioxide
emissions by nearly 400 million metric tons over a 30-year...


Energy
Merits of Waiving 2014 Renewable Fuel
Blending Mandate Disputed at Hearing
Renewable fuel advocates accused the Environmental Protection
Agency of catering to the demands of the petroleum industry
when it proposed reducing the renewable fuel blending
requirements for 2014....


Energy
Obama Issues Memo Requiring Agencies
To Get 20 Percent of Power From Renewables
Federal agencies will be required to procure 20 percent of their
power from renewable sources by 2020, under a presidential
memorandum issued Dec. 5 by President Barack Obama....


Energy
Senate Environment Panel Plans Oversight
Hearing on Renewable Fuel Standard
The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee has
scheduled a Dec. 11 hearing on the renewable fuel standard that
will feature testimony from Environmental Protection Agency and
Department of Energy officials as well as industry stakeholders....


Pesticides
EPA Pesticide Office Can Hire Additional
Staff for Registration Applications, Reviews
The Environmental Protection Agency's Office of Pesticide
Programs has the authority to hire up to 20 additional staff
members to work on the office's core activities, according to an
agency official....


Sustainability
Federal Agencies Release Updated Plans
For Achieving Sustainability Goals in 2014
The Environmental Protection Agency, the Energy Department
and three dozen other federal agencies Dec. 5 released updated
plans for meeting a series of sustainability goals over the next
year....


Sustainability
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Interior Reports Progress on Sustainability,
In Its Own Operations, With Plans for More
The Interior Department on Dec. 5 released its 2013 Strategic
Sustainability Performance Plan, which outlines actions taken to
cut energy use and waste in agency operations and plans for
more such actions....


Trade
Launch of Trade Initiative on Environmental
Goods Postponed as China Won't Support
The planned launch of global trade talks to eliminate tariffs on
environmental goods has been postponed due to the inability of
proponents to secure China's backing for the initiative, officials
told Bloomberg BNA....


Water Pollution
Maryland Board Awards Nearly $129 Million
For Sewage Plants, Drinking Water Systems
The Maryland Board of Public Works has approved about $128.5
million to fund sewage treatment and drinking water system
upgrades, with the vast majority of the money being directed
toward a major wastewater treatment plant in Baltimore....


Water Resources
Action Needed Now to Ensure Reliable Water
Supply, Resiliency, California Officials Say
California needs to take action now to secure a more reliable
water supply and build more resiliency into the state's water
system, California Environmental Protection Agency Secretary
Matthew Rodriguez told a water conference....


Water Resources
Plan Seeks Path to Sustainable Groundwater
Management, California Official Says
California's State Water Resources Control Board will hold a public
workshop in January to share with its governing board public
reaction to its draft plan for managing the state's groundwater
resources, Felicia Marcus, chairman...


Wetlands
EPA, Corps Say Benefits of Protecting
Wetlands, Streams Far Outweigh Costs
Subjecting an additional 3 percent of U.S. waters and wetlands to
Clean Water Act regulation would yield nearly twice as much in
benefits as it would cost affected industries, according to a cost-
benefit analysis of a draft rule obtained by...
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: RFS Opponents like chances for reform next year
Date: Friday, July 18, 2014 7:09:32 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: RFS opponents like chances for reform next year |  


Outlet Full Name: Environment & Energy Daily
News Text: The window is all but closed to pass legislation this year to reform the renewable
fuel standard, but a strange-bedfellow coalition opposed to the policy is optimistic about next
Congress. 


Advocates representing oil, livestock, restaurant, motorcycle, anti-poverty and environmental
groups yesterday said they think they have a good chance to succeed in their efforts to reform
the RFS next Congress regardless of the results of the midterm elections. 


If U.S. EPA ends up backtracking at all on a proposal to cut the corn ethanol mandate for this
year, as it is widely expected to do later this summer, the case for reform will be even
stronger, said Scott Faber, vice president for government affairs at the Environmental Working
Group. 


"If the administration were to increase the amount of corn ethanol, they would be blatantly
contradicting their own climate policy and doing more to create more momentum for reform"
than anything outside lobbyists could do, Faber said. 


The renewable fuel standard put into place by Congress in 2007 requires that an increasing
level of ethanol and advanced biofuels be blended into petroleum fuel each year, but it gave
EPA the authority to waive those targets under certain conditions. The original goal of the
standard was 36 billion gallons of biofuels by 2022, though that target has long been
considered infeasible. 


Early this session, members of Congress showed a strong appetite for addressing what many
constituencies have deemed the fatal flaw of the standard: that it requires oil refiners to put
more ethanol in petroleum fuel than is technically feasible. 


The House Energy and Commerce Committee last year launched a white paper process,
soliciting input from both opponents and supporters of the policy and held hearings on the
standard with the goal of drafting a comprehensive reform bill. Separately, several lawmakers
in the House and Senate introduced legislation to reform or repeal the standard. 
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Those efforts hit a wall last fall with the release of a proposal by EPA to reduce the targets for
ethanol and advanced biofuels for the first time ever. The agency proposed to require 16
percent less biofuel than the level laid out by statute for 2014. 


Lobbyists opposed to the RFS have continued to press for changes or repeal, but those efforts
have little chance of going anywhere until EPA releases its long-delayed final targets for the
year. By the time it does, lawmakers will likely be wrapped up in election politics and not keen
on taking up legislation. 


"I think we have a narrow closing window to do anything this year. It's going to be a
challenge," said Bob Greco, head of downstream activities at the American Petroleum
Institute. "That's why I think much of the focus is on the regulatory rulemaking right now." 


But members of the anti-RFS coalition said next year seems promising. The coalition says it has
counted 218 House members -- enough for a majority -- who are on the record calling for
either reform or repeal of the standard. 


"The numbers simply are on our side," said Faber, whose group is opposed to a mandate for
corn ethanol because it says corn ethanol increases greenhouse gas emissions. 


The coalition said it was not concerned about which political party takes control of the Senate
next year because the issue of biofuels tends to be more regional than party-based. 


Scott Vinson, vice president at the National Council of Chain Restaurants, said, though, that
the prevalence of the tea party in Congress could help out the case for reform. 


"From a purely political perspective, at least in the Republican Party, there's this tea-party
strain where there's less enthusiasm for government mandates, picking winners and losers,"
Vinson said. 


Wayne Allard, a former senator and current vice president for government relations at the
American Motorcyclist Association, said he sensed that some members who voted for the RFS
in 2007 have grown tired of it being a political tug of war each year. 


EPA's proposal for this year has been widely viewed as a political decision, rather than a
regulatory one. 


"I know that some members voted for it with the understanding that it would be out of the
political arena and that it would be handled in the regulatory arena. And it ended up being
more political," said Allard, whose group is worried that adding more ethanol to gasoline will
damage motorcycle engines. 







Still, the biofuels industry has strong supporters in the Midwest, where corn reigns king, and in
some other places in the country where companies are attempting to commercialize
advanced biofuels using technologies involving plant-based materials and algae. 


Supporters say the RFS has increased the nation's energy independence, helped revitalize
rural economies and lowered greenhouse gas emissions. 


Getting the advanced biofuels sector on board with a reform effort could be key for passing a
revamp into law, members of the coalition said. The sector has not been subject to the same
level of criticism as corn ethanol and provides ways to get around limits to the amount of
ethanol that can be blended into gasoline. 


"I think the advanced biofuel players are engaged, should be engaged and have a position that
needs to be heard at the table," Greco said. "Ultimately, they will have a role to play in reform
efforts going forward." 
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USDA initiative aims to double the number of E15, E85 pumps 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture plans to spend $100 million on an initiative to double the number of higher-
ethanol blend fuel pumps in the U.S. The Biofuels Infrastructure Partnership would provide grants to boost states'
research into renewable fuel, including E15 and E85. However, economist Scott Irwin said the program may have
little impact because the Environmental Protection Agency's recently announced ethanol mandates are too low to
prompt changes from refiners and service stations. Agri-Pulse.com (5/29)
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§  Read RFA's praise for the blender pump installation funding
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Increase Your ROI with an EMBA from Virginia Tech
60% of graduates of Virginia Tech's 18-month, accelerated Executive MBA
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Oil prices drop as corn rebounds 
Crude oil prices dropped by 10 cents on Monday, settling at $60.20 a barrel on the New York Mercantile Exchange.
Meanwhile, July corn increased by 0.75 cents to finish at $3.5275 a bushel on the Chicago Board of Trade. The New
York Times (tiered subscription model)/The Associated Press (6/1), PorkNetwork.com/Doane Advisory Services (6/1)
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EPA blending requirements to be discussed at FEW 
The recently proposed Environmental Protection Agency blending requirements will be discussed in detail at the 2015
Fuel Ethanol Workshop this week. Topics will likely include how the proposed figures will affect advanced biofuels
investments. "Clean Air Act regulations have to have backbone to actually achieve their ambitions, and EPA is still
allowing the oil industry's refusal to comply with the RFS to be cause to slow the program down," said Advanced
Ethanol Council Executive Director Brooke Coleman. DomesticFuel.com (6/1)
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§  Read AEC's statement on the RVO proposals
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Biofuel industry growth discussed at N.D. event 
Some may think of oil production when they think of North Dakota, but the state also ranks 10th in ethanol production,
said Patrice Lahlum with the North Dakota Alliance for Renewable Energy at an event Thursday. The state produces
440 million gallons of ethanol annually at its five plants. Agweek (6/1)
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N.D., S.D. corn farmers benefit from timely rain 
Corn farmers in North and South Dakota have reported well-timed rain following dry conditions in recent weeks. Many
areas in the two states received several inches of rain, with some getting too much. South Dakota topsoil moisture
has reached adequate or surplus levels in 76% of the state. Agweek (6/1)
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Antibiotic-free chicken movement also affects ethanol producers 
A consumer-driven shift to antibiotic-free chicken has implications for not just the food industry, but the ethanol
industry as well. About 70% of ethanol producers in the U.S. use low doses of antibiotics in propagation and
fermentation tanks as part of an effort to reduce bacteria that can lower yields, according to some estimates. BetaTec
Hop Products Vice President John Forte said some ethanol producers have already come to his company looking for
an alternative to antibiotics. EthanolProducer.com (6/1)
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Opinion: RFS should be an important issue for voters 
Voters in states such as Iowa should consider the importance of the Renewable Fuel Standard to rural communities
when supporting candidates in next year's caucus, writes Iowa state Rep. Dan Kelley, a Democrat. Kelley writes that
the RFS is facing threats from outside interests that "would mean a massive hit to Iowa's economy and job losses."
The Des Moines Register (Iowa) (tiered subscription model) (6/1)
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Perfection is not attainable, but if we chase perfection, we can catch excellence."
-- Vince Lombardi,
American football coach
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http://insideepa.com/node/181684
 
Posted: May 26, 2015
Advanced biofuels producers are urging EPA to give them credit under the renewable fuel standard
(RFS) for fuels produced using feedstocks partially processed off-site such as algae or biomass, saying
the agency's current statutory interpretation of the RFS limits advanced biofuels production by
barring RFS credit for such fuels.
 
The RFS, established by a 2005 energy law and revised by a 2007 energy law, sets target levels for
advanced and cellulosic biofuels, biodiesel, and also total renewable fuels -- the latter mostly met
through the production of corn-based ethanol – that must be blended into the fuel supply. Biofuel
producers are able to claim tradeable credits, called renewable identification numbers, for volumes
of biofuel they produce.
 
But in a white paper submitted to EPA May 18, the American Council On Renewable Energy (ACORE),
representing advanced biofuel makers, argues that EPA's existing interpretation of “feedstock
material” within the definition of “facility” under the RFS is hindering the growth of the advanced
biofuel sector.
 
ACORE says EPA's definitions of “feedstock material” and “facility” mean the agency can only issue
RINs for biofuels produced entirely on-site, using raw feedstocks. This disadvantages advanced
biofuel makers that use feedstocks partially processed elsewhere that are then used at biofuels
plants to make fuels, the group says. Without RINs, biofuels cannot count toward the volumetric
requirements of the RFS, reducing their value.
 
EPA's proposed RFS volumes for 2014, which the agency is reworking as part of a multi-year RFS,
defines “facility” to mean “all of the activities and equipment associated with the production of
renewable fuel starting from the point of delivery of feedstock material to the point of final storage
of the end product, which are located on one property, and are under the control of the same
person (or persons) under common control.”
 
ACORE says EPA's policy barring RIN credits when feedstocks are produced off-site means “if
biomass feedstock, such as grains, woody biomass, grasses, wastes or algae, is shipped to a
manufacturing facility without treatment, the resulting biofuel is able to generate [RINs] required for
compliance under the RFS. However if such feedstock materials are pre-processed away from end
product refineries, the resulting biofuel cannot generate RINs, despite this renewable, low-carbon
biofuel meeting all the other requirements and goals of the RFS.”
 
However, “co-processing biomass feedstock, which is partially processed at one or more locations to
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provide an intermediate stream, with a fossil fuels stream into biofuels in another location, is often
far more efficient and, in many cases, the only viable economic model for advanced biofuel
companies,” the white paper says.
 
Biodiesel Lawsuit
 
Meanwhile, U.S. biodiesel producers are suing EPA over the agency's Jan. 27 letter to Argentinian
biofuel producers approving their alternative methodology for tracking the land use changes
associated with production of biofuel from the country destined for importation into the United
States.
 
The National Biodiesel Board (NBB), representing U.S. biodiesel producers, has also filed a petition
with EPA for administrative reconsideration of the approval. NBB in its March 30 petition for
reconsideration says that EPA's approval gives an unfair advantage to Argentinian producers of
soybean-based biodiesel, who recently lost access to the European Union market and are instead
redirecting their sales to the United States.
 
Argentinian trade body CARBIO developed a methodology to track the production of fuel, vital to
show compliance with RFS requirements that biofuels production does not lead to land-use changes
that increase greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. But NBB says that CARBIO's Alternative Biomass
Tracking Program is flawed and that U.S. groups were denied the chance to weigh in on its merits by
EPA prior to the methodology's approval.
 
“Contrary to EPA’s contentions, the CARBIO Approval does not provide greater oversight over those
imports, but, rather, it alleviates their regulatory requirements, giving Argentinian biodiesel
producers even greater access to the U.S. market. Imports of biodiesel from Argentina are already
having an impact on the U.S. biodiesel market, and the CARBIO Approval provides additional
advantages to this imported biodiesel over domestic production,” NBB says.
 
Further, “unlike in Argentina, existing agricultural land in the United States continues to decline, and
many U.S. biodiesel producers are participating in quality assurance programs that appear to be
more rigorous than the survey plan under the CARBIO Approval,” NBB says in its petition for
reconsideration.
 
In the parallel lawsuit, NBB v. EPA, pending in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit, NBB filed a May 15 statement of issues listing the criticisms of the approval that it intends to
raise in the case, including whether “approval of a program related to survey areas in Argentina that
are not adequately defined is arbitrary and capricious, an abuse of discretion, or otherwise not in
accordance with law.”
 
Other issues concern whether CARBIO's program addresses the entire supply chain including export
and import facilities; whether the approved program adequately identifies the participants; whether
the approved program provides the same level of assurance as other renewable biomass
requirements; and whether EPA's failure to take public comment on its approval is unlawful. -- Stuart
Parker (spark
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA Revises Proposal on Aluminum Plant Emissions
The Environmental Protection Agency is revising its proposed
national standards for emissions of hazardous air pollutants from
aluminum production facilities. The agency Dec. 8 is scheduled to
publish a pair of supplemental proposals...


Biotechnology
Judges Weigh Whether to Combine Lawsuits
On GMO Corn, Where to Hear Combined Case
A panel of seven federal judges heard oral arguments Dec. 4 on
whether more than 175 lawsuits against Syngenta over the
marketing of its genetically modified corn should be combined
into one case and, if so, where that combined case should be...


Chemicals
Bisphenol A Is Safe for Approved Uses
In Food Containers, Packaging, FDA Says
Bisphenol A is safe at the current levels found in foods, the Food
and Drug Administration said in a Dec. 5 announcement....


Chemicals
EPA Invites Submissions of Safer Chemicals
In Effort to Encourage Innovation, Markets
The Environmental Protection Agency is inviting chemical
manufacturers to nominate chemicals for review and possible
inclusion in the agency's Safer Chemical Ingredients List....


Chemicals
Groups Launch Chemical Footprint Project;
Tool to Give Companies Management Metrics
An environmental organization, university sustainability institute
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and consultants group will unveil on Dec. 8 the Chemical
Footprint Project, which is designed to help companies measure
their ability to manage chemicals. ...


Climate Regulation
Clean Air Act No ‘Silver Bullet' on Climate,
But Power Plant Rules Help, Perciasepe Says
The Clean Air Act is not the long-term, "silver bullet" solution to
addressing climate change, although regulatory actions such as
the Environmental Protection Agency’s proposed carbon pollution
limits on power plants...


Climate Regulation
FERC Nominee Calls EPA Power Plan
‘Flawed, Unattainable' for Her Home State
The president's latest nominee to the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission could pose some problems for the Obama
administration, given her concerns with the administration's
signature initiative to reduce carbon emissions...


Climate Regulation
Harvard Law Professor, Obama Mentor
Calls EPA Power Plant Rule ‘Overreach’
Harvard University law professor Laurence Tribe, a mentor to
President Barack Obama, said the administration's carbon rule for
power plants is "a remarkable example of executive overreach"
that raises "serious constitutional...


Drinking Water
EPA Should Demonstrate Health Benefits
Of State Revolving Fund, OIG Report Says
The Environmental Protection Agency should demonstrate the
public health benefits of projects funded by the drinking water
state revolving fund, the agency's Office of Inspector General said
in a report issued Dec. 5....


Emissions Trading
RGGI Carbon Dioxide Allowances Sell
For Record $5.21 Each in Latest Auction
Carbon dioxide allowances sold for a record high of $5.21 each in
the latest auction by the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative,
RGGI announced Dec. 5....


Endangered Species
Ranching, Mining Groups Challenge
Endangered Species Listings Settlements
A complaint filed by a coalition of ranching and mining groups
seeks to have the federal court invalidate settlements that the
Obama administration entered into three years ago with two
environmental groups, claiming the pacts violate the...


Energy
API's Gerard Sees Eventual Approval
Of Keystone XL With Republican Takeover
The head of the oil industry's top lobbying group said Dec. 5 that
he believes the Keystone XL oil pipeline will be approved next
year, possibly in a legislative compromise with the White
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House....


EPA
Feldt to Leave EPA for County Job in Maryland
Lisa Feldt, who briefly served as the second-highest official at the
Environmental Protection Agency earlier this year, will depart the
agency Dec. 12 to become the director for the Montgomery
County, Md., Department of Environment Protection,...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Class Action in Ohio Seeks to Block
Hydraulic Fracturing in Cleveland Suburb
Broadview Heights residents have filed a first-in-Ohio class action
lawsuit against the state, the governor and two hydraulic
fracturing concerns, asserting local self-governance rights to ban
fracking (Mothers Against Drilling in Our...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Report Summarizes Studies on Some Risks
Posed by Oil, Gas to Reproductive Health
A review of the research on chemicals associated with
unconventional oil and gas development, including hydraulic
fracturing, has concluded that the potential risks to human
reproductive health are numerous and merit more study....


International Climate
Difficulty of Averting Effects of Warming
Drives Nations to Talk More About Adaptation
From the rising seas in the Seychelles to the melting glaciers of
Switzerland and Peru, governments are learning to cope with
damaging changes to the climate that threaten food and water
supplies and even the very survival of the most low-lying...


International Climate
India Says Pollution Levels Need to Rise
Further to Encourage Economic Growth
India said its pollution levels will need to increase in the years
ahead to support its economic development and it won't discuss
limiting greenhouse gas emissions at United Nations climate talks
that began this week....


International Climate
Lima Climate Talks Turn to What Each
Nation Would Offer in International Pact
Delegates at the international climate talks in Lima, Peru, Dec. 5
focused on the nation-by-nation climate action pledges due by
the end of next year, with the main battle lines drawn between
those who think countries should make only emissions-
reduction...


International Climate
Stronger Latin America Emissions Controls,
Cleaner Fuels Needed to Cut Black Carbon
Persuading Latin American nations to enact more stringent
controls on black carbon, a potent greenhouse gas and air
pollutant emitted largely from diesel engines, would cut
premature deaths linked to air pollution and also aid in the
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global...


International Climate
UN Report Says Climate Change Adaptation
Costs Could Be Much Higher Than Thought
Efforts to adapt to climate change in the developing world could
cost several times previous estimates, regardless of how
successful negotiations are to reduce emissions, the United
Nations said Dec. 5 at the Lima climate change conference....


Oil Spills
Oil Spill in Nature Reserve Among ‘Gravest' 
Environmental Accidents in Israel's History
Israel suffered one of the worst environmental accidents in its
history when millions of liters of crude oil spilled from a cross-
country pipeline Dec. 4 into one of its most important southern
nature reserves....


Pipeline Safety
PHMSA Should Start Working Group,
Rulemaking on Pipeline Mapping Request
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration
should take extra steps—forming a working group or issuing a
proposed rule—in its efforts to update National Pipeline Mapping
System reporting requirements, pipeline...


REACH
EU Chemical Agency Committees Proceed
With Restriction, Authorization Opinions
The European Chemicals Agency said Dec. 4 that its Risk
Assessment Committee (RAC) and Socio-Economic Analysis
Committee (SEAC) in late November and early December had
adopted opinions on a range of proposed substance restrictions
and continued-use...


Regulatory Policy
Administrative Conference of U.S. Finalizes
Guidance on Retrospective Review, Petitions
A federal advisory committee has finalized two recommendations
to improve the retrospective review process and hold agencies
more accountable for responding to public petitions....


Solid Waste
Rules Imminent on Definition of Solid Waste,
Coal Ash Management, Top EPA Official Says
Two major waste regulations under the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act will be released later this month, the
Environmental Protection Agency's top waste official told
Bloomberg BNA Dec. 5. ...


Superfund
Convictions in CERCLA Case Flipped;
Jury Charge Tilted Presumption of Innocence
Two of four convictions under the Superfund law were reversed
by the Second Circuit because a jury instruction suggested the
defendant had a motive to testify falsely (United States v. Mazza,
2014 BL 340305, 2d Cir., No. 13-2540, 12/4/14)....
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Vehicle Fuels
Oversight, Energy Panels Plan Hearings
On Renewable Fuel Standard, Crude Exports
A House Oversight and Government Reform subcommittee has
scheduled a Dec. 10 hearing on the Environmental Protection
Agency's management of the renewable fuel standard. ...


SPECIAL REPORT


Hydraulic Fracturing
Lawsuit Against Fracking Ban in Denton
To Challenge Local Control Tradition in Texas
Less than 24 hours after voters in Denton, Texas, approved a ban
on hydraulic fracturing, a statewide oil and gas industry group
filed a lawsuit saying the ban is inconsistent with state law and
violates its constitution....


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


DECEMBER 5 FEDERAL REGISTER


DECEMBER 8 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: Court upholds EPA"s 2013 RFS rule |
Date: Wednesday, May 07, 2014 7:26:32 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: Court upholds EPA's 2013 RFS rule | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: A federal court today upheld U.S. EPA's 2013 renewable fuel standard rule against a
challenge from a refinery owned by Delta Air Lines Inc.
 
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit said in a ruling this morning that EPA
issued a reasonable rule setting the targets for renewable fuel use last year. The agency also
adequately took into account the ability of refiners to purchase credits to meet the standards, Judge
Judith Rogers wrote in an opinion.
 
"EPA's decision to preserve the 2013 fuel standards ... was reasonable," Rogers wrote.
 
The court did not, however, rule on challenges brought by oil industry trade groups. The court
decided to sever those challenges from the refiner's lawsuit and potentially consider them at a later
date.
 
EPA in August issued a renewable fuel standard that required refiners to blend 16.55 billion ethanol-
equivalent gallons of renewable fuel in the 2013 compliance year. Of that total, 13.8 billion gallons
was to be conventional ethanol and 2.75 billion gallons advanced biofuel not made from corn. The
agency did not use waiver authorities given to it by statute to reduce the overall renewable fuel
target.
 
Monroe Energy LLC, Delta's refinery, had asked the court to vacate EPA's rule on the grounds that
the agency acted arbitrarily when it did not reduce refiners' requirements for blending renewable
fuels.
 
The refinery said that EPA's decision imposed disproportionate burdens on merchant refiners like
itself that do not blend their own ethanol and must meet their RFS obligations solely by purchasing
credits known as Renewable Identification Numbers (RINs). Monroe argued that other refineries
hoarded credits during 2013, driving up its compliance costs (Greenwire, April 7).
 
But the court today found that EPA correctly determined that the total renewable fuel volume
mandate could be met and took into account the blend wall, the term given to the practical limit to
the amount of ethanol that can be blended in today's fueling infrastructure.
 
Although "EPA's analysis was not as robust" as it might have been, the agency also adequately
weighed the amount of credits available in the market for refiners to meet the standard, taking into
account credits that may be banked for use in future compliance years, Rogers said.
 
EPA recognized that refiners have available "various alternative methods to comply" with the
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targets, Rogers said. The agency also postponed the compliance deadline to help refiners, despite
issuing the final rule eight months beyond the statutory deadline, the judge noted.
 
"EPA acknowledged the lateness of the final rule and considered various ways to minimize the
hardship caused to obligated parties," Rogers wrote, "ultimately concluding that the best way to
balance obligated parties' interest in regulatory certainty with EPA's statutory obligation to ensure
the renewable fuel volumes are annually met was to extend the compliance demonstration deadline
by four months."
 
The opinion did not address challenges brought against the 2013 RFS standards by the American
Petroleum Institute and American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers.
 
In a lawsuit that was combined with Monroe's challenges, the oil trade groups argued that EPA
released its final rule eight months late and made changes that caught refiners by surprise and
increased their compliance burdens.
 
They also argued that EPA overshot its estimation of how much cellulosic biofuel -- an advanced
biofuel made from agricultural residue, grasses and other plant materials -- would be produced.
 
The court severed the cellulosic challenge from the lawsuit earlier this year after EPA said it would
reconsider the standard on its own. The ruling today says that the court has also decided to remove
the other challenges and hold them in abeyance.
 
EPA released a much lower cellulosic standard in late April; it's unclear yet whether the oil trade
groups will continue to challenge it and the other aspects of the 2013 rule in court (E&ENews PM,
April 22).
 








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Judges Ask Tough Questions Of EPA, Refiners In Lawsuit Over 2013 RFS
Date: Friday, April 11, 2014 7:07:41 AM


News Headline: Judges Ask Tough Questions Of EPA, Refiners In Lawsuit Over 2013 RFS |
 
Outlet Full Name: Inside EPA Weekly Report
News Text: Appellate judges at April 7 oral arguments asked tough questions to EPA over its delays
in developing the 2013 renewable fuel standard (RFS) and the problems that causes for refiners in
meeting the rule, but at least one judge also pressed one refining company to justify its claim of
massive costs it faces in complying with the RFS.
 
Refining group's lawsuit over the RFS, pending in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit, is one of several legal challenges to the program. Critics say EPA sets unreasonably
high renewable fuel production targets for conventional renewable fuels - largely met through
ethanol production - and for cellulosic and other fuels, forcing refiners to purchase expensive
compliance credits because they are unable to meet the fuel obligations.
 
The American Petroleum Institute (API) and others are pursuing the 2013 suit, which follows
litigation over the agency's 2012 RFS in which the court found unanimously that the agency erred by
setting 2012 cellulosic blending targets that were technology-forcing, even though the 2007 energy
law that created the RFS only required it to be based on estimates of production. But the court also
upheld other key provisions and targets in that rule.
 
The legal challenges highlight refiners' ongoing criticisms of the RFS, including EPA's delay in issuing
the annual fuel blending targets on time, as well as the fluctuating costs of renewable identification
number (RIN) compliance credits. Refining groups are urging Congress to repeal the RFS, in addition
to the litigation efforts.
 
The suit over the 2013 standard, Monroe Energy, LLC, et al., v. EPA, targets various provisions of the
rule including the fuel production obligations for conventional renewable fuels, biomass-based
diesel, and advanced biofuel. The court previously separated out a challenge to the 2013 cellulosic
biofuel blending requirements, putting that legal fight temporarily on hold while the agency
reconsiders only the cellulosic fuel production targets.
 
All other challenges to the 2013 rule continue, and a three-judge panel of the D.C. Circuit at
arguments had tough questions for the two Department of Justice attorneys representing EPA over
the RFS' delays and costs.
 
Refining industry sources were optimistic after arguments based on the judges' questioning, while
one RFS supporter noted that the judges focused their scrutiny on the DOJ attorneys' arguments.
 
Groups suing over he rule argued that the agency did not adequately assess the ability of refiners
that do not have access to blending infrastructure to acquire RIN credits in order to comply with the
rule's ever-increasing requirements to blend biofuels in the gasoline and diesel supply. David
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DeBruin, an attorney representing Monroe Energy, said the cost of complying with the rule would
add a "devastating cost on my client," urging the court to vacate the rule.
 
He said EPA failed to adequately consider the need for carryover RINs from 2012, which DeBruin said
were vital to meet the 2013 RFS. Monroe Energy's business model is primarily based on the
production of jet fuel, not production of gasoline and diesel that many larger refiners produce and
blend with biofuels to comply with the RFS.
 
Therefore, the company argues, it is effectively forced to purchase expensive RIN credits on the
open market to meet the RFS targets, causing massive costs for the company.
 
Judge Judith Rogers then said "we have no information in that regard to back up that statement."
 
In response, DeBruin said, "First, we do not know whether Monroe can comply, and EPA in fact
recognized that some obligated parties may not be able to comply."
 
Monroe argued that the cost to the company would be "approximately 100 million dollars at current
prevailing prices," about 55 cents per RIN. And EPA "did note that RIN prices had astronomically
increased," DeBruin said.
 
But Rogers said in response, "And in your brief, you acknowledge they go down." DeBruin said,
"Well, they fell down very briefly after the 2014 [RFS proposed rule] was issued, [but now] they have
gone back up to 55 cents."
 
Petitioners also argue that the "blend wall" - the limit on the amount of ethanol that can be blended
in the fuel supply - was not adequately addressed by EPA in the 2013 rule.
 
Critics say the blend wall has caused demand for RINs to spike in recent years, raising the cost of the
credits and creating additional costs for refiners that must purchase the credits in order to comply.
 
In addition, critics say that year-after-year delays by EPA in issuing RFS rulemakings have added to
the regulatory uncertainty for these refiners, making it unclear from one year to the next what the
total obligation will be, in order to prepare and meet the compliance targets.
 
Nevertheless, attorneys representing EPA in oral argument said that although the agency was late in
issuing the 2013 rule, it did give obligated parties additional time to comply with the rule that is
comparable to the time and deadlines outlined in the laws establishing the RFS.
 
But Judge Nina Pillard asked EPA attorneys if the agency's delays could give way to an "escalating
problem," while all members of the three-judge panel appeared to acknowledge that the process of
using RINs to comply with the targets was unclear.
 
Griffith and Pillard both asked why EPA has been late in issuing the RFS rules over the years since it
began implementation.
 







DOJ attorney Bryan Lynk explained that EPA has not been unreasonably late if its record is examined
in the aggregate beginning in 2008. In 2012, the rule was late, Lynk said, but not as late as the final
rule was in 2013. The attorney said that any time "when novel policy issues come up" it will take
longer to finish and implement a final rule. In this case, the policy concern was the blend wall, and
2013 was the first time EPA had sought to evaluate the issue.
 
Griffith asked, "at some point don't these deadlines mean something?"
 
The DOJ attorney said the obligated parties received the same compliance deadline as they would
have had under normal circumstances by extending the deadline from February to June 30, 2014.
The rule also says they can use "carry-over" RINs to meet the target from 2012, while also
generating RINs by blending ethanol.
 
Monroe Energy's attorney DeBruin said the agency says his client should have anticipated the
compliance hurdles and become a blender.
 
Pillard interjected, saying "to be fair, I don't think they said that." She said EPA was responding to
questioning based on a hypothetical situation.
 
In response, DeBruin said the refiner's argument is based on the section of the 2013 RFS that
addresses carryover RINs from 2012.
 
Judge Rogers spent part of her time asking EPA to explain how Monroe might comply with the rule
by both blending ethanol and purchasing RINs, which she suggested could make the cost of
complying with the rule exorbitant.
 
Judge Thomas Griffith asked how the 2013 rule explained the use of bankable RINs - excess credits
from the previous compliance year that can be used to meet the 2013 rule - in compliance.
 
In response to his question, another DOJ attorney, Lisa Bell, acknowledged that the rule may have
been somewhat unclear on the use of bankable RINs, but that the language in the rule was
"reasonably discernible," suggesting the rule's direction on RIN use was inferred and not otherwise
explicit. Bell also said that Monroe could comply by purchasing ethanol and retaining the RINs from
the biofuel purchases.
 
But Rogers questioned that guidance by asking if Monroe would have to both pay to purchase
ethanol and RINs. She admitted not understanding the process that EPA is suggesting for Monroe
and other refiners use to comply, and asked "is there no transactional cost?"
 
Bell responded by saying Monroe has multiple options for compliance outside of purchasing RINs.
Rogers asked the attorney to explain that statement, asking if EPA is suggesting that "sometimes the
market will work in their favor" and sometimes it does not work.
 
The attorney responded by saying RINs are a market tool for compliance.
 







Meanwhile, the court barely mentioned EPA's reliance on use of an Energy Information Agency (EIA)
estimate that refiners say led to upward revisions for several RFS fuel blending requirements and
therefore increased industry's burdens under the rule, or a regulatory exemption for small refiners.
 
EPA recently argued that those two issues were raised after briefing in the suit began and cannot be
addressed by the court, though refiners pushed back on that attempt to limit the scope of the suit. -
John Siciliano
 
Copyright Inside Washington Publishers Apr 11, 2014
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From: Mungin-Davis, Queenie
To: Jaclyn Harrison
Cc: Knighton, Erin; Anderson, Will; White, Hal; Walker, Tom; Mcneely, Steven; Burnell, Susan; Foskett, William;


Parker, Robin; Barrows, Judy; Hagan, Lela
Subject: Analytical, Characterization, and Remediation - Focused Corrective Action Training Opportunities Sponsored by


Columbia Technologies/ITRC/Colorado Environmental Management Society/AEHS in the Fall of 2015
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 9:16:32 AM


Below are offerings for On-site Analytical, High Resolution Site
Characterization, and Remediation-focused (emphasizing optimization at
complex sites impacting the LUST backlog) training opportunities
sponsored during the fall of 2015.  All of the training is pertinent to LUST
sites.  Therefore, our stakeholders will likely find this information
particularly useful.
 


COLUMBIA Technologies Launches Certified Mobile Laboratory
Analysis Services
BALTIMORE, MD – September 9, 2015 – COLUMBIA Technologies, a leading environmental


assessment and analysis firm that helps property owners reduce the risk, uncertainty and costs of


contaminated site investigation and remediation, announces the launch of its new Certified Mobile


Laboratory Analysis Services offering. Now, COLUMBIA Technologies can bring a fully-equipped


and professionally staffed environmental analysis facility to any customer location, for rapid, reliable


and certified on-site analysis of volatile organic compound (VOC) contaminants in vapor, soil and


groundwater.


National and state certifications for the new Mobile Laboratory Analysis Services offering include:


·         National Environmental Laboratory Conference (NELAC)


·         Department of Defense Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (DOD-ELAP)


·         International Organization for Standardization (ISO) ISO 17025


·         Florida Department of Health (FDOH)


·         North Carolina Department of Environmental and Natural Resources (NCDENR)


·         Virginia Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (VELAP)


“With these nationally certified Mobile Laboratory Analysis services, we can provide even more


high quality lines of evidence to support customers’ site assessments and remedial design and


optimization efforts,” said COLUMBIA Technologies CEO John H. Sohl, III. “And by combining


these lab capabilities with our other high-resolution remedial design characterization technologies,


we greatly increase customers’ ability to understand their liability and monetize the value of their


sites.”


To that end, direct integration of COLUMBIA Technologies’ Certified Mobile Laboratory Analysis
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services with the company’s proprietary, cloud-based SmartData Solutions® process significantly


reduces the time required to detect, map and track subsurface contamination and develop a long-term


strategy to manage and monetize even the most environmentally challenged site. Rather than waiting


for returns from a fixed laboratory, customers can view a greater range of easy to interpret GIS-


based information in a browser, ask questions while performing their own investigation and analysis,


and make technical, business and budget decisions in less time. Preliminary data reports are provided


hourly and daily in an electronic spreadsheet. NELAC certified final data reports, which are


submitted both electronically and in hard copy, are generally provided to customers within five days


of demobilization.


COLUMBIA Technologies gained its Certified Mobile Laboratory Analysis capabilities and


technologies by acquiring the assets of KB Mobile Labs, of Newberry, Florida. Robert George,


previously Quality Assurance Manager at KB, continues his 45-year environmental sciences career


in that same capacity at COLUMBIA Technologies.


“We’re proud to support our clients’ real property remediation and monetization objectives on-site


with a senior field chemist of Bob’s talent, experience and stature,” said Sohl. “With Bob and the


previous KB Mobile Labs capabilities now part of the Columbia Technologies’ team, enhanced with


our extensive intellectual property and best practices, we can offer our clients a broader range of


services across a wider range of territories.” In particular, Sohl noted, the acquisition of KB Labs


gives COLUMBIA Technologies a larger presence in the southeast United States.


Analyses capabilities offered through Mobile Labs include:


·         Gas Chromatography–Mass Spectrometry (GCMS) Volatiles (Method 8260)


·         GC Volatiles (Method 8021)


·         Total Recoverable Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TRPH) / Diesel Range Organics (DRO) / Gasoline


Range Organics (GRO)


·         Chlorinated solvents


·         Methyl Tertiary-Butyl Ether (MTBE)


·         Benzene, Toluene, Ethylbenzene, and Xylenes (BTEX)


·         Naphthalenes (Including 1-&2-methylnaphthalene)


·         1,4 Dioxane low level


·         Water, soil, and soil gas matrices


In addition to the new certified Mobile Laboratory Analysis capabilities, COLUMBIA Technologies


already offered a variety of rapid onsite analytical screening tools also approved by several state


agencies.







 


Optimizing Remediation Assessment Using HRSC at the 22nd
ADEM UST Assessment & Remediation Conference
November 6th, 2014


Join John Sohl from COLUMBIA Technologies on Thursday, November 20, 2014, to learn the


latest information to support remedial optimization at diffusion limited sites. The event is hosted by


GEO at the Courtyard Baltimore Downtown/Inner Harbor from 8:00-5:00 PM EST.


In addition to John’s presentation on the Use of High Resolution Site Characterization Tools to


Optimize Remediation Performance, the event features speakers from Isotec, Beacon


Environmental Services, Inc., and GEO. In this workshop, you will learn some of the trending


methods in managing your contaminated site from assessment to remediation. There will be two


focal points in this workshop, namely:


1.      Remediation Focused Conceptual Site Models (RF-CSM)


2.      Aggressive Remediation Designs Tailored to Diffusion Limited and Complex Sites


COLUMBIA Technologies Sponsoring for the Richmond, VA-
ITRC LNAPL Classroom Training
October 24th, 2014


COLUMBIA is excited to once again sponsor for one of the three ITRC LNAPL classroom


trainings. This LNAPL classroom training is being offered by the Interstate Technology and


Regulatory Council (ITRC) and hosted by the ITRC state member: Virginia Department of


Environmental Quality. You will be able to attend this training course on October 29-30, 2014 at


the Greater Richmond Convention Center in Richmond, VA.


This particular ITRC training course will educate you on the following:


·         Develop and apply an LNAPL Conceptual Site Model (LCSM)


·         Understand and assess LNAPL subsurface behavior


·         Develop and justify LNAPL remedial objectives including maximum extent practicable


considerations


·         Select appropriate LNAPL remedial technologies and measure progress


·         Use ITRC’s science-based LNAPL guidance to efficiently move sites to closure
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For more information about this training course, please check out the Richmond, VA ITRC


Classroom training registration website or the ITRC main website.


 COLUMBIA Technologies Presenting for the 2014 CEMS
conference on Navigating Complex Site Cleanup
October 14th, 2014


On Tuesday, October 21, 2014, our CEO, John Sohl, will be presenting his topic of Building Your


Case for NAPL, Mobility, and Recovery Using a High Resolution Approach for this upcoming


conference by the Colorado Environmental Management Society. This 2014 Fall Conference will


center mainly on Navigating Complex Site Cleanup: Technical, Regulatory and Public


Relations Challenges.


During his presentation, our CEO, John Sohl will help you understand some of the fundamental


principles in how high resolution site characterization can improve your site investigation


assessment as well as dramatically reduce the long term costs of site management.


For more details about this conference, please check out the CEMS website.


 COLUMBIA Technologies Sponsoring for the Richmond, VA-
ITRC LNAPL Classroom Training
October 14th, 2014


On Wednesday, October 22, our CEO, John Sohl, will be presenting a platform session on Building


Your Case for NAPL, Mobility & Recovery Using a High Resolution Approach at the second session


where our Remediation Partners will be joining with us for our platform session topic of Total


Remediation Optimization. This year’s 30th Annual International Conference on Soils,


Sediments, Water, and Energy is presented by the AEHS Foundation and will be held


from October 20-23 at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst in Amherst, MA. There will be


140 presenters, 65 posters, 10 workshops, and 48 exhibitors for this conference.


In his presentation, John Sohl will discuss many key points on how a high resolution site


characterization approach will better assist you in characterizing and assessing your non aqueous


phase liquids and its mobility so you can effectively develop your remediation strategy and solution.


Please check out the AEHS East Coast Conference website for more details about the conference’s
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agenda and other information.


 
 
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
Cleanup & Revitalization Division - MC5401P
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
Office: 703-603-7176
 
FOR FEDEX OR UPS DELIVERIES USE:
Two Potomac Yard (North Bldg, N6326)
2733 S. Crystal Drive
Arlington, VA 22202
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Georgia-Pacific Petitions EPA for Review
Of New Amino, Phenolic Resin Standards
Georgia-Pacific LLC has asked the Environmental Protection
Agency to review its revised standards for emissions of hazardous
air pollutants from facilities that produce amino and phenolic
resins....


Air Pollution
No Proof Refinery Gas Flare Caused Injuries;
Expert Witness Testimony Tossed After Trial
The first bellwether trial in litigation involving hundreds of
Louisiana residents who allege an oil refinery's brief discharge of
a gas plume caused them to suffer various physical symptoms
ended in the refinery owner's favor Dec....


Chesapeake Bay
Exelon Pulls Application for Maryland Dam Permit
Exelon Corp. has withdrawn its application for a Maryland water
quality permit required to re-license a Susquehanna River
hydroelectric dam located just above the Chesapeake Bay. The
company intends to re-file its application within 90...


Climate Change
California Drought Driven More by Nature
Than by Humans, U.S.-Sponsored Study Finds
California’s worst drought in four decades, which has threatened
agriculture and exacerbated wildfire risk, has been driven
primarily by natural atmospheric patterns, according to a U.S.
government-sponsored study....


Climate Regulation
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EPA Methane Programs Won't Conflict
With State, Related Efforts, McCabe Says
The Environmental Protection Agency will ensure rules and
voluntary programs to reduce methane emissions from oil and
natural gas wells do not conflict with other federal or state
efforts, a senior agency official said Dec. 8....


Coal Mining
Interior to Develop Rule on Emissions
Of Nitrogen Oxide From Coal Mine Blasting
An Interior Department office will develop a rulemaking governing
nitrogen oxide emissions from coal mine blasting operations, the
office's director told Bloomberg BNA in an interview....


Endangered Species
Critical Habitat Proposal for Seal to Be Published
A proposal by the NOAA Fisheries Service to designate critical
habitat to protect the Arctic ringed seal is set for publication in
the Dec. 9 Federal Register, a slight delay from the earlier target
date. The seal subspecies is listed as threatened...


Energy Efficiency
Energy Department Issues Final Rule Setting
Efficiency Requirements for Clothes Washers
Commercial clothes washers will be required to use as much as
18 percent less energy under a final Energy Department rule
made public Dec. 8....


Energy
Senate Confirms Baran to NRC, Williams
To ARPA-E; Others Still Await Confirmation
The Senate voted Dec. 8 to confirm Jeffery M. Baran to the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission and Ellen D. Williams to be
director of the Energy Department's Advanced Research Projects
Agency—Energy. ...


Energy
Senate to Take Up Defense Authorization
That Would Restrict Military Use of Biofuels
The Senate was expected to vote by Dec. 12 on a House-passed
defense authorization bill that would place restrictions on the
military's ability to produce and procure biofuels....


Energy
Solar, Efficiency Increase Could Cost Utilities
$48 Billion in Annual Revenue, Report Says
Increasing solar power and energy efficiency could cost U.S.
utilities as much as $48 billion a year in lost revenue by 2025,
according to a report released by consulting firm Accenture Dec.
8....


Environmental Reviews
British Columbia Will Fund Study to Help
Officials Decide on Area for Refinery Projects
British Columbia will fund a C$500,000 ($438,494) scientific
study to help inform decisions on industrial development within
the Prince Rupert airshed and to examine potential environmental
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and health impacts on that part of the Pacific...


Environmental Reviews
Canadian Court Rejects Advocates' Challenge
To Assessment of Nuclear Generating Station
The Federal Court of Canada has rejected allegations by
environmental groups that federal agencies failed to perform a
proper environmental assessment of an Ontario Power Generation
Inc. nuclear electricity generating station (Greenpeace...


EPA
EPA Should Improve Oversight, Efficiency
Of Property Storage, Inspector General Says
The Environmental Protection Agency lacked adequate oversight
and failed to efficiently manage property stored at warehouses,
the agency's inspector general concluded in a Dec. 8 report....


International Climate
2015 Review Period Meant to Prod Ambition
Before, Not After, Initial Pledges, Stern Says
With top emitting countries readying their initial offers to cut
carbon pollution under a 2015 global climate accord, the chief
U.S. negotiator Dec. 8 said to expect that at least some countries
will stick with those opening pledges and resist...


International Climate
65 Percent of Cumulative Global Emissions
Tied to 90 Fossil Fuel Producers, Report Says
Sixty-five percent of the greenhouse gas emissions that have
accumulated in the atmosphere since the industrial age began
were put there by just 90 oil, coal, cement and natural gas
producers, according to a report released Dec. 8. ...


International Climate
As Lima Talks Enter Second Week, Delegates
Turn to Text for 2015 Global Climate Pact
Negotiations began Dec. 8 in Lima on the first draft of the text for
the 2015 global climate change agreement, including discussion
of emissions reduction targets for all countries and long-term
financial targets starting in 2020....


International Climate
Lack of Support for Climate Change Action
Links Canada, Australia Carbon Strategies
When the U.S. and China agreed to a joint climate change
initiative Nov. 12, it left the leaders of two of their major trading
partners in an awkward position....


International Climate
World Bank President Calls for Policies
On Carbon Pricing in Global Climate Deal
Carbon pricing should be part of the national contributions being
prepared toward a global climate accord, World Bank Group
President Jim Yong Kim said Dec. 8....


Oil Spills
BP Rejected by U.S. Supreme Court
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On Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill Payments
The U.S. Supreme Court refused to review BP Plc’s $9.7 billion
settlement over the 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill, turning away the
company’s argument that hundreds of millions of dollars are
going to businesses that weren’t...


Pesticides
EPA Considering New Restrictions
On Insecticide Use to Protect Pollinators
Neonicotinoid pesticide use will be restricted over the coming
months in an effort to reverse population declines of bees and
other pollinators, an Environmental Protection Agency official said
Dec. 8....


Pesticides
Expanded Use of Logo May Lead to Misuse,
Confusion, State Pesticide Regulators Say
State pesticide regulators are concerned that a potential
expansion of the EPA's Design for the Environment program to
include all pesticide products will create confusion among
consumers and that potential abuses of the program will...


Solid Waste
Advocacy Groups Urge Obama to Finish
Strong Coal Ash Standards This Year
One hundred-twenty environmental advocacy and public health
groups asked President Barack Obama to finalize strong
regulations on the management and disposal of coal ash this year
in a Dec. 8 letter ....


Stormwater
Stormwater Utilities Can Fend off Lawsuits
By Establishing Legal Authority, NACWA Says
Utilities should clearly establish early on their legal authority to
develop stormwater programs and impose fees to fend off
potential lawsuits from those who question whether such local
measures are allowed, according to a National Association...


Toxic Substances
Environment Canada Proposes to Designate
Cobalt, 49 Associated Substances as Toxic
Environment Canada has proposed designating cobalt and 49
cobalt-containing substances as toxic and implementing
regulatory measures to limit industrial releases of cobalt....


Toxic Substances
EU Sets Labeling Rules for Soluble Laundry Capsules
Laundry detergent sold in soluble capsules must comply with a
series of packaging and labeling requirements in the European
Union after Dec. 31, 2015, according to a regulation published in
the EU Official Journal Dec. 6. The regulation amends...


Trade
Canada Border Services Investigating
Imports of Solar Products from China
The Canada Border Services Agency Dec. 5 said it will investigate
the alleged dumping and subsidization of solar energy equipment
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from China....


Trade
U.S. Proposes Making New Suppliers
Subject to Duties on Chinese Solar Cells
The Obama administration is considering an expansion of duties
on Chinese solar products that has triggered complaints from a
South Korean parts supplier that says it would be hurt....


Vehicle Fuels
EPA Publishes 2014 Renewable Fuel Standard Delay
The Environmental Protection Agency will not finalize its
renewable fuel standard for 2014 by the end of the year,
according to a notice to be published in the Federal Register Dec.
9. The compliance deadline for the 2013 standards will be
extended...


Water Resources
House Debates California Drought Relief Bill
After White House, Boxer Express Opposition
The House debated the California Emergency Drought Relief Act
of 2014 (H.R. 5781) Dec. 8 with prospects for the bill clouded by
a veto threat and a slim chance of passage in the Senate....


CORRECTION
An article in the Dec. 3 report about utilities of the future
inaccurately quoted John Hall. It should have said that by
deeming collection system overflows "per se illegal," the EPA is
forcing communities to spend limited resources...


INTERVIEW


Van Hollen to Co-Chair Bicameral Climate Group
Bloomberg BNA: What drew you to this opportunity, and what do
you hope to accomplish through co-chairing this group?...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


DECEMBER 8 FEDERAL REGISTER


DECEMBER 9 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: Grand jury indicts man in $29M fake-credit scheme
Date: Monday, June 23, 2014 11:06:05 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: Grand jury indicts man in $29M fake-credit scheme | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: A federal grand jury yesterday indicted a man for allegedly netting more than $29 million
by peddling fake credits for biodiesel that was never produced at a Houston facility.
 
Philip Joseph Rivkin, 49, is charged with 68 counts of wire fraud, mail fraud, Clean Air Act false
statements and money laundering, according to the Justice Department's Environment and Natural
Resources Division.
 
Originally of Houston, Rivkin was arrested Wednesday after being deported earlier in the day from
Guatemala for fraudulently obtaining citizenship there. There, he had taken the name Felipe Poitan
Arriaga.
 
The renewable fuel standard of 2007 created the system of credit trading that allows refiners to
purchase what are known as renewable identification numbers (RINs) to show compliance with
yearly federal biofuel mandates.
 
According to the indictment, Rivkin operated and controlled three fuel companies -- Green Diesel
LLC, Fuel Streamers Inc. and Petro Constructors LLC -- beginning around February 2009. He allegedly
claimed to produce millions of gallons of biodiesel at Green Diesel's facility and sold 45 million
credits to companies seeking to comply with the RFS.
 
No biodiesel was ever produced at Green Diesel, the indictment says.
 
To conceal the fraud, Rivkin allegedly created false records and used complex banking transactions,
according to the indictment. According to the indictment, Rivkin has forfeited a Lamborghini,
Maserati, and a Bentley; a Canadair Ltd. airplane; and millions of dollars' worth of artwork that was
previously seized in 2012. He also forfeited more than $29 million in cash.
 
In 2012, U.S. EPA slapped Green Diesel with a notice of violation for generating and selling more
than 60 million fake RINs. At the time, the credits were worth $84 million (Greenwire, May 1, 2012).
 
Green Diesel was one of several big fraud cases that prompted EPA to propose measures to shore up
the biodiesel marketplace. The agency has proposed to put in place a quality assurance program in
which refiners would be protected from liability for purchasing fake credits to meet their RFS goals if
those credits had previously been certified as real.
 
A final rule has been at the White House for review since February; EPA has not indicated when it
may go into effect. The private sector is already rolling out the program, though, and biodiesel
credits being traded today generally are subjected to more due diligence than a few years ago.
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From: Mungin-Davis, Queenie
To: White, Hal; Walker, Tom; Anderson, Will; Mcneely, Steven; Burnell, Susan; Foskett, William
Cc: Parker, Robin
Subject: Another Thermal Method Used To Remediate Petroleum Contaminated Soil
Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2015 5:56:59 PM
Attachments: X-F WHITE PAPER_p.pdf


X-F US Promo_Gales_IL_2014_LR_Final.pdf
CROSS_FIRE FAQ.pdf


This method claims to remediate petroleum-contaminated soil at the site of the contamination. 
Throughput rates have been reported to be between 20 and 45 Tons per hour.  The operating
temperatures supposedly cause the desorbed vapors from the particulate soil (not a batch type
desorber) to be thermally combusted, while producing less air emissions than the dump trucks not
used  to relocate the problem.  This guy may want to exhibit at the NTC.  Linda Fieldler in Superfund
sent this information our way.
 
 
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
Cleanup & Revitalization Division - MC5401P
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
Office: 703-603-7176
 
FOR FEDEX OR UPS DELIVERIES USE:
Two Potomac Yard (North Bldg, N6326)
2733 S. Crystal Drive
Arlington, VA 22202
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CROSS-FIRE Green Thermal Remediation 



With a Focused Blue Flame 
 



 



 



During the Environmental clean-up at a property that has hydrocarbon contaminated soil, expenses and 



costs can rapidly spiral out of control for property owners.  It is not just clean up costs get out of 



control.  When this contamination is taken to an off-site treatment or disposal facility the RP 



(responsible party) may have just extended his liability.  Many contaminated sites being cleaned up 



today are, in fact, former disposal facilities that have failed due to off-site migration of contaminants or 



poor business practice of the disposal or treatment facility.  The individuals that had contaminated soil 



taken to these locations are now financially responsible for a portion of these clean up costs under 



today’s “Cradle to Grave Legislation”.  



 



Since 1985 thermal desorption has allowed for the on-site soil remediation of contaminated soils.  



Once cleaned and tested this soil can be returned to the excavation. 



 



Rules and definitions for Thermal desorption devices were nearly complete in 1998.  Late that year the 



CROSS-FIRE TDU was developed and first demonstrated.  Until this time thermal desorption had not 



been in use in Maine except perhaps on large superfund sites.  The primary reason was thermal 



desorption is, in almost all cases, cost prohibitive.  



 



After a very high mobilization cost, the complex systems require a considerable amount time to set up.  



They require a large area to operate.  In almost all cases thermal desorption is not the least expensive 



method of remediating the problem. These thermal desorption and off gas systems consume an 



incredibly large amount of fuel (propane or heating oil) to remediate contaminated soil.  This is why 



their use is almost always confined to very large budget soil clean-up operations, as large superfund 



sites. 



 



 
On-site Soil Remediation  
 



In October of 1998, during a soil removal, in Eddington, Maine, it looked like there would be around 



80 to 100 cubic yards of gasoline contaminated soil when the service island was removed.  



 



Problems began when in the process of removing the piping from the top of the underground tank it 



was found by the licensed tank installer that the piping was on hand tight!  This location also had a 



check valve at that location it was also very loosely attached.  



 



On suction systems a check valve is to be located under the pumping unit at the service island.  This is 



done so that a loss in suction from a piping leak will cause very slow pumping, or the pump will loose 



prime (because the product has drained back into the tank).  This condition normally will produce an 



unhappy customer who will complain to the store manager.  This location most likely leaked product 



into the ground from 1983 until 1996 when the convenience store ceased operation. 
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About 11 months previous a pug mill operator and job foreman spoke of using a pug mill for 



contaminated soil.  However when the pug mill arrived on site, the idea was to mix the contaminated 



soil and use a binder or extender liquid to “bind” the soil contamination.  While this process had been 



used with mixed success, there are many restrictions on its use.  Soil should not be returned to an area  



where it is in the water table and it is recommended that this “bound” contaminated soil be used under 



areas that are to be paved over. 



 



Since these conditions did not exist, alternative methods were tried.  A method that would clean the 



soil and be cost effective was sought.  We had a pug mill on site so we ran the highly contaminated soil 



through the mixing pug and noted some drop in the level of contamination of the soil.  We ran it 



though three times before this small amount of soil was near the established clean up level of 1000 



PPM on the Photo Ionization Detector (PID). 



 



After working at home an add-on Thermal Destruction Unit (TDU) for a common aggregate mixing 



trailer or pug mill was developed.  Initially its use was questioned by corporate officials in 



Connecticut.  They had some legitimate concerns. Once those concerns had been addressed, the 



prototype of the CROSS-FIRE TDU was born. 



 



 



<  Photo of Prototype A-6 CROSS-FIRE TDU 



Attached to a Midland Mix Trailer pug mill.  



Unit is cleaning gasoline contaminated soil on-



site, at a convenience store in Eddington, 



Maine. 



 



During the testing of the CROSS-FIRE A-6 prototype TDU, we were able to remediate more than 



1,500 cubic yards of high moisture clay, to silty clay, glacial till soil which had an initial contamination 



level greater than the PID could measure.  All soil to be treated registered greater than 2,500 on the 



meter.  Through testing and varying the soil feed of the pug mill we got results that varied from non-



detect to 200 on the meter.  Ambient air temperatures in early October varied from above freezing to 



slightly below freezing.  Soil contamination was down to a depth of 22 feet in the excavated area. 



 



The clean up levels were to be set at 1,000 on the PID.  The initial goal was to have everything cleaner 



than 700 on the PID.  The soil feed rate was increased.  All samples by an independent site assessor of 



the treated soil came back at less than 500 PPM.  Two years later as part of a property sale the area was 



sampled, no hydrocarbon contamination was found. 
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Cost Savings Using CROSS-FIRE Thermal  



Remediation Technology 



 
 



When the Eddington site was cleaned up it was done with a new type of on-site thermal destruction. 



The total savings was more than $ 60,000.00 over the conventional muck and truck method of 



excavation, hauling with a small fleet of dump trucks to a treatment or disposal location, and 



purchasing and trucking replacement back fill or soil to the convenience store. 
 



All processed soil exceeded the established level of clean up.  All samples were found to be less than 



500 PPM on the PID.  The soil processing rate at this location was between 33 and 36 cubic yards of 



contaminated soil per hour.  A soil testing protocol was established to sample every 20 minutes for QC 



measures (quality control).  
 



The early prototype, the A-6 had six propane burners that we were later to find out produced 150,000 



to 180,000 BTU’s each per hour.  This first prototype had a BTU output of less than a million to 



slightly over one million BTU s per hour.  That is less than many heating plants in large buildings such 



as hospitals, museums and large business buildings.  



 



Thermal Desorption Methods Compared 
 



   Typically, thermal desorption systems consist of three components: 
 



 1.  Pretreatment and material handling system. 



 2.  The desorption unit (treats contaminated soil). 



 3.  Post-treatment system for both gas (vaporized contaminants and the         



remaining solid (usually entrained particulate soil material). 



 



   The CROSS-FIRE TDU consists of the following components:  
 



1. Pretreatment and material handling system. 



2. The thermal desorption unit (treats contaminated soil). 



3. No Post-treatment as the purge gas is consumed in the complete combustion of the clean 



burning treatment flame. There is no visible opacity (smoke) or fugitive particulate matter. 



“The temperature of the hot burner flame in contact with the soil serves as an emission 



control device that is equivalent to an afterburner in traditional SRUs (soil remediation 



units) that operated at much lower temperatures.” (Source Alaska DEC Technical report 



on CROSS-FIRE TDU)  



 



   Parameters that affect thermal desorption performance 
 (Batch type desorbers) 
 



  1.  Maximum soil temperature achieved,  



  2.  Soil residence time. 



  3.  The Oxygen content of the purge gas. 
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 1.  Temperature: 
 



The key parameter affecting the degree of treatment of organic compounds is soil treatment 



temperature.  That temperature is achieved is a function of moisture content, heat capacity and 



particle size of the soil, and the heat transfer and mixing characteristics of the thermal desorption 



device. 



 



CROSS-FIRE  Soil Treatment Path 
 



In the pug mill, the soil is aggressively aerated and mixed with twin rotating shafts that typically 



have 27 pairs (54 paddles) of mixing paddles on each shaft.  During this aggressive mixing / aeration 



process The CROSS-FIRE TDU engulfs this nearly particulate sized contaminated soil with its hot 



focused blue flame (direct flame contact with the soil).  The temperature in the flames reaction zone 



reaches 2900 degrees F.  The blue flame is an indicator that there is complete combustion of the purge 



gas (propane). The burners operate at a hotter temperature, and burn cleaner than most afterburners 



required on large fuel guzzling thermal desorbers that will often consume more than 20 times the fuel 



as the CROSS-FIRE TDU. 



 



The economical multiple burners on the CROSS-FIRE TDU are naturally aspirated utilizing gas phase 



propane (Propane is an approved, alternative clean fuel listed in the 1990 Clean Air Act, as well as the 



National Energy Policy Act of 1992.) and atmospheric air.  The burners are not blown, as in nearly all 



other thermal desorption devices.  These multiple downward firing burners engulf the contaminated 



soil which is being tossed into the flame’s hottest area, its reaction zone. This treatment process is 



accomplished without producing either visible opacity (smoke), or visible particulate matter.  This 



energy efficient process consumes only 2.8 percent to 13 percent of the fuel other methods do to treat 



similar amounts of hydrocarbon contaminated soil (see “Comparison of Features of Thermal 



Desorption and Off-Gas Treatment Systems” chart)  This method puts nearly 20 times less CO and 



carbon dioxide into the atmosphere than less efficient methods of thermal desorption. 
 



 



<  Note hot blue focused flame being directed in 



the mixing / burn chamber as it desorbs 



contaminants from the contaminated soil and 



combusts those contaminants while producing 



no opacity (visible smoke), or introducing 



particulates into the outside air (photo of early 6 



burner prototype cleaning gasoline 



contaminated soil on site at an Eddington, 



Maine convenience store)  



 



Typically flue gases containing unburned purge gas, vapor phase contaminants and entrained soil 



particulates exiting other types of thermal desorption devices are burned in a secondary treatment unit 



at temperatures between 1000 and 1,100 degrees C with a  minimum residence time of 0.5 second to 



destroy the hydrocarbons that have been removed by the desorber. 
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In contrast the patented CROSS-FIRE TDU and Process is a very portable, variable continuous feed, 



direct fired unit that combusts the vapor contaminants that have been removed (desorbed) from the 



contaminated soil.  The CROSS-FIRE TDU does this using 8 burners that produce temperatures in the 



1600 to 1700 degree C range, in the clean burning flame’s reaction zone.  There has been no visible 



evidence of particulate entrainment as there is no blown unburned purge gas combined with excess air 



in this ambient system. 
 



  2.  Soil Residence Time (treatment time): 
 



Soil treatment time and soil temperature are interrelated in that the same residual organic 



concentrations can be achieved at different combinations of these parameters. 



Example: A batch type thermal desorption system operating at a soil discharge 



temperature of 400 degrees F and 60 minutes residence time may achieve the same soil 



treatment criteria as on operating at a soil discharge temperature of 600 degrees F. and 5 



minutes residence time.  Treatment time in directly heated thermal desorption devices 



as rotary dryers, asphalt kiln aggregate dryers and the conveyor furnace is generally less 



than 10 minutes.  Treatment time is more difficult to monitor than treatment 



temperature for these types of batch treatment devices. (Source “Hydrocarbon 



Contaminated Soils” Kostecki, Calabrese & Bonazountas). 



   



 



Treatment time for the CROSS-FIRE TDU (not a batch type burner) is more difficult to monitor, as 



this type of patented thermal desorption, is a departure from the batch type of desorbers.  Small 



amounts of contaminated soil are fed in a continuous stream thorough a highly aggressive mixing area 



that consists of twin rotating shafts with attached paddles (usually around 24 to 30 pairs per shaft). 



Remember this mixing and aeration is a function of the pug mill.   



 



In the mixing pug the soil is aggressively mixed, aerated, to a particulate form while being engulfed in 



blue flame (in the flame’s reaction zone temperatures are greater than 2,900 degrees F).  The highly 



mixed particulate, soil has its organic components stripped, combusted and thermally oxidized during 



its transit through eight such cross-firing burners that fire perpendicularly into the soil flow in the 



mixing pug.  This method remediates small amounts of particulate soil instead of cleaning 4 to 10 ton 



batches.   Much less thermal duty is required, and more flame exposure is accomplished.   



 



The term retention time (or residence time) refers to batches of soil and batch type desorbers.  For 



CROSS-FIRE, look at the overall output.  Remember if the CROSS-FIRE TDU Cleans between 20 



and 45 tons per hour then the retention time for each 10 tons would be between 13.4 minutes and 30 



minutes (at 20 tph). 



 



   
3.  Purge Gas Type 
 



In most all thermal desorption systems the purge gas will be either oxidative or inert.  For a direct-fired 



system the combustion gas from the burner serves as a purge gas.  The stream will always contain a 



significant amount of excess oxygen (flame will be yellow-orange).  The organic content of the feed 



material must generally be limited to less than 2% to 3% to stay below the lower explosive limit if an 



oxidative purge gas is used. 
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The CROSS-FIRE TDU uses propane burners that are not blown.  The burners obtain their ambient 



oxygen from air outside the combustion chamber / mixing area.  Blue flame is a sign of complete 



combustion of the purge gas, which is clean burning propane.  The atmosphere inside the combustion 



area is at ambient (it is neither oxidative nor inert), or slightly below ambient oxygen content.  The 



organic content of the feed material can be higher than in thermal desorbers that are oxidative.  During 



initial site work with an early prototype, the soil (when able to be measured with a PID) was at a 



concentration of 28.3 % of the lower explosive limit. 



 



 



Work Site Air Issues Addressed 



 
During the Eddington clean-up an estimated 5 to 6 dump trucks were not used.  Less Nitrogen oxides 



and particulates entered the atmosphere at the construction location and over the highway. Less air 



emissions were required to clean the soil than to transport the problem to another location. 



 



This Patented TDU and process, with its clean hot blue focused flame emitted no opacity (smoke), or 



visible soil particulates, to the atmosphere during the clean up in Eddington.  There is no blown 



unburned purge gas with excess air in this ambient desorber to make contact with the aggressively 



mixed aerated soil.  The upward thrown aggressively mixed soil is engulfed in the downward firing 



complete combustion cross firing burners.  The burners are adjusted in the Patented TDU so the soil 



can be in contact with the hottest part of the flame, its reaction zone where temperatures reach in 



excess of 2900 degrees F. 



 



The CROSS-FIRE TDU consumes propane at about 15 GPH.  That is less than 2.8% of the fuel BTU 



requirement for an asphalt plant about 13% of the fuel required to run a thermal screw. Thermal screws 



also generally do not use after treatment.  Burning this amount of fuel to treat a similar amount of soil 



indicates that even if the other devices were as clean burning they emit a CO load to the atmosphere 20 



times that of CROSS-FIRE. 



 



The CROSS-FIRE TDU when attached to a portable pug mill, changes the use and purpose of the pug 



mill.  This method of thermal desorption utilizing 8 high temperature, low BTU burners that focus hot 



blue flame on aggressively mixed hydrocarbon contaminated soil is “Green” thermal remediation.  



A state environmental agency, in its technical report on the CROSS-FIRE TDU, called its “cumulative 



emissions insignificant”.  USEPA and state environmental regulators have said that this is an 



INSIGNIFICANT SOURCE of air emissions based on the 8,760 hour stationary PTE (potential to 



emit) statement for this portable TDU.   



 



The PTE that clearly identifies CROSS-FIRE technology as an insignificant source of air emissions 



overstates air emissions by 233%. This very portable process cannot be operated anywhere near its 



PTE statement based on a stationary source and 8760 hours.  A more realistic PTE for this portable 



thermal desorption technology is 3,744 Hours based on 72 hour week (six, twelve hour days) and 52 



weeks. When not in use air emissions are zero. 
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Current Limitations 
 



The CROSS-FIRE TDU is currently limited to non-RCRA clean-ups, petroleum contaminated soil,  



virgin fuels as kerosene, # 2 heating oil, gasoline, diesel, aviation gas, jet fuel, and PAH contamination 



in soil.  The CROSS-FIRE TDU should not be used to remediate unknown contamination, listed heavy 



metals or pesticide contaminants from soil.   



 



This type of thermal destruction makes no allowances for the destruction of pesticides, heavy metal 



contamination, and most if not all chlorinated hydrocarbons.  Low to moderate levels of TCE in soil 



may be tested in the future. 



 



The combustion of the volatilized contaminant is often regarded as thermal oxidation.  The use of 



thermal oxidation while treating chlorinated hydrocarbons may incur public & regulatory resistance. 



 
 



The CROSS-FIRE Thermal Remediation Unit 
 



The CROSS-FIRE TDU is a very portable thermal destruction add-on device that can be transported in 



the bed of a pick up truck.  A portable aggregate mixing trailer or pug mill can be taken to a soil 



remediation site with the aid of a semi-truck.  Once on site the Pug mill occupies a foot print of 46 feet 



by 8 feet or about 368 square feet.  The CROSS-FIRE TDU is placed over the mixing pug and the on-



site footprint remains the same. 



 



Two 1,000 Gallon (800 gallon each) propane tanks or a 2,000 gallon tank will last about 100 hours of 



continuous soil treatment.  During that time between 2,000 and 4,000 or more tons of soil can be 



processed. 



 



.        
 



 
 



CROSS-FIRE  Portable 



Thermal Remediation Trailer 
(special pug mill with attached 



TDU) can be mobilized to a 



remediation location and be ready 



to remediate soil after about 2 



hours. CROSS-FIRE Soil 



Remediation works with qualified 



excavation contractors to clean 



contaminated soil on site.  



CROSS-FIRE Remediation 



technology is less costly and less 



damaging to the environment than 



dig and haul (to a treatment or 



disposal facility), and soil 



replacement methods. 
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About the Author / Inventor 
 



Tom Maleck, who holds college degrees in Applied Science and another in Zoology, retired from the 



Maine Department of Environmental Protection.  During his 22 year career as an Oil & Hazardous 



Materials Specialist, Tom supervised and was personally involved in supervising the clean up of 



hundreds of oil spills and their respective site remediations.  He averaged over 115 spills per year.  



Spills included marine, surface, and underground spills and the respective contaminated soil.  Many of 



the surface and underground spills included petroleum handling facilities, ranging from large oil 



terminals, bulk oil storage facilities, roadway and roadside to service stations and convenience stores.  



Tom’s commitment to cleaning the environment – frequently with minimal financial resources – 



challenged him resulting in the development of this innovative and revolutionary remediation 



technology.   



 



 



 



< The Patented CROSS-FIRE TDU and 



Process made Tom a finalist in the first Invent 



Now America exposition held at Orlando 



Florida’s Universal Studios.  This event was 



sponsored by the United States Patent Office, 



Popular Mechanics Magazine and The 



Inventor’s Hall of Fame. 



 



Contact CROSS-FIRE Soil Remediation LLC 
 



For more information regarding CROSS-FIRE Soil Remediation visit our website at 



www.cleansoil.net , or e-mail Tom Maleck at info@cleansoil.net  
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CROSS-FIRE      Portable remediation trailer 











  
 



 



  
 



 



 
 



 



 
 



  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



For more information on CROSS-FIRE Remediation Technology contact: 
 



CROSS-FIRE Soil Remediation LLC    1012 Frank St.    Galesburg, IL 61401 
www.info@cleansoil.net    Phone: (309) 343-0345 
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Water vapor rising from the heated soil that was contaminated mud.
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Q: What is the Cross-Fire soil remediation technology? 
 



A: The CROSS-FIRE process is an innovative cost efficient method of on-site, ex situ soil 
remediation based on a specialized, highly portable remediation trailer, its proprietary thermal 
remediation unit and process.  The CROSS-FIRE technology is a low emission thermal 
remediation technology that has been identified as an insignificant source of air emissions. 



 



Q: What type of soil contamination does this technology remediate? 



 



A: The CROSS-FIRE technology is for the remediation of non-RCRA petroleum hydrocarbon 
contamination in soil and substrate.  It has been very successful on MTBE, works on PAH 
contamination. 



 



Q: What is the targeted market for this method of soil cleaning? 



 



A: Our market includes, but is not limited to the following:  Owners of contaminated properties, 
airport owners / fuel operations, bulk fuel storage facilities, drilling industry, BRAC clean-ups 
and restoration, Petroleum Brownfield Remediation, Railroad properties, Retail Petroleum 
outlets, Oil and gas sector, Pipeline operations. Oil impacted beaches and Environmental 
Engineering Firms.  



 



Q: What is the Mobilization and Set up time to be operational at the contaminated location? 



 



A: About a week with times likely to decrease for mobilization.  We can be operational and 
cleaning soil in usually 2 hours after arrival on site, if fuel is on-site.  



 



Q: Can we clean clay soil? 



 



A: Yes, The clay soil like all soil must be screened through a 2 inch minus screen then fed into 
the specialized remediation trailer. 



 



Q: What is the temperature? 



 



A: The temperatures are in the 2000 degree plus range at contact with small amounts of highly 
mixed soil particulates. “The temperature of the hot burner flame in contact with the soil serves 
as an air emission control device that is equivalent to an afterburner in traditional SRUs (Soil 
remediation units) that operate at much lower temperatures” (source: technical analysis report Alaska 



DEC) 
 



Q: What is the retention time of soil in the remediation unit? 



 



A: This terminology applies to “traditional batch type fuel guzzling thermal methods”.  This 
technology is not a batch type burner.  If comparing to a batch burner that cleans 10 ton 
batches.  This technology processes soil at 20 to 45 tons per hour.   When compared to a 10 
ton batch burner the retention time is 30 minutes (at 20 TPH) to 13.3 minutes (at 45 TPH). 



 



Q: Is it possible to clean soil in or below the water table? 



 



A: Yes, the contamination that is above the water table is segregated from that in the water table 
and remediated first for greater efficiency while the high moisture soil dries.  Then the soil is 
cleaned. 
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Q: What are the emissions to the atmosphere from this thermal technology?  



 



A: Air emissions from this process for CO, NOx, PM, SO2 and VOC when classed as a stationary 
source (8760 hours) are each less than 0.44 ton per year This process is considered an 
insignificant source of air emissions by the US EPA and most state environmental agencies 
that have emission based permits.  



 



 



Q: This is a green technology, please explain your carbon CO2 Emissions and “carbon 
foot print”. 



 



A:  The table below gives a comparison of the CO2 production between CROSS-FIRE (ex situ, 
on-site thermal), a method of in situ (on-site thermal desorption), and traditional (ex-situ off-
site thermal desorption). 



 



Carbon Dioxide emissions per ton of treated soil based on fuel usage 
(Values in kilograms and pounds per Ton) 



 



 CROSS-FIRE In situ thermal Traditional thermal 



Transportation 0 0 8.6 kg CO2/T (137mi) 
Or 18.9 lbs. CO2/T 



CO2 from fuel (Per 
ton of treated soil) 



In kg per ton 



1.99 - 4.48 kg CO2/T*  
(propane) 



 
 



25 kg CO2/T 
(LPG or natural gas) 



156 kg CO2/T 
Fuel: gas, oil 



CO2 from fuel (Per 
ton of treated soil) 
In pounds per ton  



 



4.37- 9.85 lbs. CO2/T* 
(propane) 



55 lbs. CO2/T 
(LPG or natural gas) 



343.2 lbs. CO2/T 
Fuel (gas, oil) 



 



* The variability is due to the fact that the processing rate varies from 20 to 45 tons per hour while         



using the same amount of fuel. 
 



There are often more carbon emissions to the atmosphere just transporting contaminated soil to a 
treatment, disposal, or storage facility than cleaning it on-site using CROSS-FIRE thermal 
remediation technology. 
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Latest Developments -- Your Preview of the Day's News


The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


EPA Science Advisers Recommend More Stringent Ozone Standard


Posted June 27, 2014, 10:58 A.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


The Environmental Protection Agency's scientific advisers on air pollution issues are formally
recommending the agency set a more stringent national ambient air quality standard for ozone.


There is “adequate scientific evidence” to recommend that the EPA consider a standard of between 60
parts per billion and 70 ppb, the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee concluded in a letter sent to the
agency yesterday.


The current standard, set during the administration of former President George W. Bush, is 75
ppb.


The recommendation concurs with the range identified by the EPA in a draft policy assessment that the
advisory committee reviewed. However, the committee advised the EPA to set the ozone standard at a
level lower than 70 ppb, noting there is “substantial” evidence of adverse health effects at that level.


“Although a level of 70 ppb is more protective of public health than the current standard, it may not
meet the statutory requirement to protect public health with an adequate margin of safety,” the committee
wrote.


The EPA will consider the advisory committee's recommendation, but the agency is not bound to the
advice. The agency is under a court-ordered deadline of Dec. 1 to issue a proposed rule on whether it
should retain or revise the existing standard.


EPA Identifies Five Alternatives to HFC Refrigerants


Posted June 27, 2014, 12:18 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency is proposing to approve the use of five new refrigerants with
significantly less ozone-depleting and warming potential than currently available alternatives.


President Barack Obama ordered the EPA to identify alternatives to ozone-depleting substances that
would make less of an impact on the climate as part of a climate action plan announced in June 2013. The
EPA said the five alternatives being proposed would have significantly less global warming potential than
the hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) currently used as refrigerants.
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“This proposal is a great example of how businesses and EPA can foster innovation by working
together to identify refrigerants that better protect our environment,” EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy
said today in a statement.


The proposed rule would approve use of HFC-32, ethane, isobutane, propane and R-441A as
acceptable alternatives to other hydrofluorocarbons being used as refrigerants in household refrigerators
and freezers, retail refrigerators, vending machines and commercial air conditioning units.


The EPA is proposing to approve the new refrigerants as part of its significant new alternatives policy
program. The EPA will accept comments on the proposal for 60 days after it is published in the Federal
Register.


Groups Press Obama to Finalize Definition of Solid Waste Rule


Posted June 27, 2014, 3:25 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Nearly 200 public health and environmental groups are pressing President Barack Obama to ensure
the Environmental Protection Agency issues final revisions to a Bush-era regulation exempting certain
recycled materials from hazardous waste regulations by July 11.


In a letter sent yesterday to Obama, the groups called for additional actions by the White House Office
of Management and Budget to strengthen the regulation and faulted the EPA for its “gross violation” of a
settlement agreement with the Sierra Club to finalize revisions to the definition of solid waste regulation by
Dec. 31, 2012.


“Your delay in issuing a final rule is exacting a high toll on our communities,” the groups wrote.
“Please ensure that this important rule receives the priority it deserves so that the safety of the nation's
most vulnerable communities can be ensured now and for future generations.”


The 2008 regulation removed 1.5 million tons of materials from regulation under the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act.


Researcher Defends Autism Study Against Pesticide Industry Criticisms


Posted June 27, 2014, 3:48 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


An author of a study that linked living near pesticide application sites during pregnancy with a greater
risk of giving birth to autistic children defended the underlying science from pesticide industry
criticisms.


CropLife America, a trade association representing companies involved in the crop protection industry,
made several “inaccurate assertions” in criticizing the study, according to Irva Hertz-Picciotto, an
epidemiologist working at the University of California-Davis MIND Institute.


The study, published online June 23 in Environmental Health Perspectives, compared commercial
pesticide application data made publicly available by the California Department of Pesticide Regulation and
the addresses of 970 people participating in the university's ongoing Childhood Autism Risks from Genetics
and Environment study. Researchers found that children of mothers living near sites where pyrethroid
insecticides were applied during the third trimester of their pregnancies faced a greater risk of autism or
developmental delays


CropLife America criticized the study following its release, saying the research joins a “library of junk
science” that draws questionable associations on pesticide effects. The industry group said the
Environmental Protection Agency requires pesticides to go through an “extensive battery” of toxicity tests
before they are registered to ensure they can be used without negative effects on human health.


DHS Spending Bill Includes $2 Million for Hazmat Transport


Posted June 27, 2014, 10:38 A.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


The Department of Homeland Security 2015 spending bill includes $2 million for hazardous materials
rail transportation emergency response training activities, according to a news release.


The Senate Appropriations Committee approved the bill yesterday, the release from Sen. Heidi
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Heitkamp (D-N.D.) said.


The boost to emergency response activities for hazmat transport by rail occurred the same day
Heitkamp introduced a bill that would establish a Federal Emergency Management Agency committee to
evaluate and recommend ways to improve first responders' training and resources, especially for crude-
by-rail transportation.


Crude-by-rail transportation has increased significantly in recent years, and several high profile
accidents, including one in Casselton, N.D., have raised concerns about the safety of certain tank cars and
the volatility of crude oil from the Bakken shale region.


Everglades Plans Good, But Faster Restoration Needed, Report Says


Posted June 27, 2014, 3:07 P.M. ET


By Chris Marr


Nearly 15 years since the launch of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, the south Florida
region still is seeing more planning than actual restoration work, according to a report today to Congress
by the National Academy of Sciences.


The biennial report by the NAS National Research Council evaluated the multibillion-dollar joint effort
between Florida and the federal government, with a particular focus on the past two years. It notes a
handful of projects around the edges of the Everglades are moving forward, including four reservoir, canal
and wetland projects that received federal authorization under the Water Resources Reform and
Development Act of 2014 that passed in June.


“During the past two years, Everglades restoration has been defined by exceptional project planning
accomplishments with substantial restoration potential on the one hand; and increasingly frustrating
financial, procedural, and policy constraints impeding project implementation on the other,” the report
stated.


The Central Everglades Planning Project, for example, moved through a faster-than-usual design
process totaling just less than three years, but fell short of getting final approval from the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers in time for authorization in the water resources law.


AEP Says It Uses Carbon Price to Avoid Stranded Assets


Posted June 27, 2014, 3:03 P.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


American Electric Power, one of the largest providers of electricity in the U.S., uses an internal carbon
price to help avoid the risk of stranded assets, according to a new report from CDP, formerly known as the
Carbon Disclosure Project.


“AEP has used a carbon price within its internal planning processes for a number of years,” the
company told CDP. AEP's internal carbon price favors investment in new zero- or low-carbon generation
technologies, such as natural gas, and gradual retirement of older, carbon-intensive generating sources,
such as coal.


More carbon-intensive assets could lose value and become “stranded” under a carbon-constrained
future. AEP said “the use of an appropriate carbon price helps ensure that our capital investments are
prudent and not at risk of becoming stranded.”


AEP is one of several companies that explain in the CDP report why and how they use internal carbon
pricing in their long-term business planning. CDP research showed in December that 29 companies,
including many in the industrial, manufacturing or fossil fuel industries, utilize a shadow or direct carbon
price.


EPA Renewable Fuel Requirement Cuts Expected for Years, CBO Says


Posted June 27, 2014, 2:58 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The Environmental Protection Agency is likely to continue reducing the amount of biofuels required
under the renewable fuel standard for the next several years, the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office
said in a report.
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The agency likely will keep requirements similar to levels proposed for 2014, which included first-time
reductions on total advanced biofuels and total renewable fuels, as well as a reduction in the amount of
cellulosic biofuel required from 1.75 billion gallons to 17 million gallons, the report said.


Such a scenario would decrease compliance costs for producers of gasoline and diesel fuels but also
reduce incentives for private sector investment in the renewable fuels industry, slowing growth and the
availability of high-ethanol blends such as E85, the CBO said.


County, Not Cincinnati, Authority on Sewer Upgrades, Magistrate Says


Posted June 27, 2014, 2:53 P.M. ET


By Bebe Raupe


Hamilton County, not the city of Cincinnati, owns the sewer district with full authority to determine
how $3.5 billion in infrastructure improvements will proceed, a federal magistrate has ruled.


U.S. District Court Magistrate Karen Litkovitz said yesterday that the city can't force its construction
bidding rules onto major Metropolitan Sewer District of Greater Cincinnati improvements required under a
consent decree with the Environmental Protection Agency aimed at eliminating sanitary sewer
overflows.


Litkovitz's ruling resolved a dispute over Cincinnati's “responsible bidder” ordinance that has impeded
sewer district infrastructure projects for more than two years; Hamilton County has said city policies could
markedly increase costs and shouldn't apply to the construction, while Cincinnati, which operates the
system, said they should.


County officials said the ruling clears up any confusion inherent in the sewer district's unusual
structure—the county owns it and the city oversees its operations—establishing Hamilton County is the
decision maker, and the city is essentially a contractor.
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Hawai’i UST Operator Training
DEADLINE: December 9!


Aloha Hawai’i UST
operators. A gentle
reminder that every
Class A, B and C
operator must be
trained by December
9, 2013. And once
trained you must
submit the verification


form and our certificate of completion to the Department
of Health. We offer Class A/B and C UST operator
training online to help you meet this important deadline.


Spokane WA: Live Class A/B
course December 19
 
UST Training is tentatively scheduling a live Class A/B


Events
December 2013


Washington Class A/B UST
Operator Training -
Live Class
December 9
9 am - 3 pm Pacific
Private Class


CO Class A/B Training -
Webinar
December 10
9 am - 3 pm Central


Petroleum Storage Tank
Maintenance -
Webinar
by the Steel Tank Institute
December 11
10 - 11:15 am Central
Register


Washington Class A/B UST
Operator Training -
Webinar
December 17
9 am - 3 pm Pacific
Register


Washington Class A/B UST
Operator Training -
Live Class
December 19
Spokane WA, Location TBA
9 am - 3 pm Pacific


February 2014


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training -
Live Class
George Fox University
Portland
February 6
8 am - 3 pm Pacific Time
Register


 


 


EMAIL YOUR ANSWER


REGISTER FOR HAWAI'I CLASS AB
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UST Operator training course 9 AM to 3 PM,
December 19 in Spokane, WA, location TBD. We don’t
get out to Eastern Washington very often so if you need
Class A/B training and prefer a live class, let us know
ASAP. Phone 866-301-8265 or email.


Have you checked our UST
Resources page lately?


If you’re new to USTtraining.com you may not realize we
offer free access to the nation’s definitive UST technical
assistance library: Our UST Resources page. If you’re an
inspector or operator, we’ve gathered some of the best
compliance assistance tools out there to help you do your
job better.


Finding leaks the right way


GO TO UST RESOURCES
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Over the years we’ve heard some interesting ways
UST operators have discovered underground leaks
from UST systems. For example:
A night watchman at a site happens to discover fuel
coming out of the ground during a routine perimeter
inspection.


Free compliance assistance for
our customers
UST Training offers free technical and regulatory
advice to our customers and has done so since Ben
Thomas trained the nation’s first state-approved UST
Operator training course in Portland, Oregon in 2003.
Graduates of our training courses have full access to top
national experts who are not only happy to explain UST
regulations but can help you determine what is best for
you at your particular site.


When you steal from
a state UST fund
A number of states
have pollution
insurance funds to


READ MORE
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help UST owners and
operators meet
financial responsible
requirements. Here’s a
story of someone taking
advantage of this effort
in Missouri.


It turns out the contractor FINEenvironmental is not so
fine after they got caught submitting and being paid for
multiple false invoices. The total fraud was in excess of
$1.3 million dollars.


Attention tribes: new national
Class A/B course now online


UST Training is proud to present the first national Class
A/B UST operator training course. This general, non-
state specific Class A/B UST operator training perfect for
native American tribe UST operators and others who want
a solid education in UST system operations and
maintenance.


READ MORE


BUY NOW
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: Obama admin standing its ground on biodiesel rollback -- industry group
Date: Friday, May 23, 2014 9:00:26 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: Obama admin standing its ground on biodiesel rollback -- industry group
| 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: The Obama administration is apparently backing the reduced biodiesel target proposed
by U.S. EPA last November, according to an industry group closely tracking the issue.
 
In a letter to President Obama yesterday, National Biodiesel Board CEO Joe Jobe said his group sees
"indications" EPA plans to hold the target at 1.28 billion gallons, well below last year's actual
production of that fuel. On the other hand, he wrote, the administration seems poised to back a
small increase in total advanced biofuels that refiners must use this year.
 
National Biodiesel Board spokesman Ben Evans said in an email today the group has heard from
"several people with knowledge of the decision-making process" that EPA would maintain the
proposed biodiesel target.
 
EPA did not respond to a request for comment.
 
For months, the biodiesel industry and its supporters have been pushing the administration to raise
the target both for biodiesel and advanced biofuels. Just last week, several Democratic senators
pushed the administration to raise its proposed mandates, calling EPA's proposal a "mistake" and the
"wrong call" (E&E Daily, May 15).
 
A final decision to keep the biodiesel mandate at 1.28 billion gallons, even while increasing the
advanced biofuel target, would have "lasting, damaging consequences," Jobe told Obama.
 
A survey released last week found that the majority of U.S. biodiesel producers have already slowed
production and delayed expansion plans this year because of the proposal and expiration of the
industry's $1-a-gallon tax credit (Greenwire, May 14).
 
"I am confident that if finalized, this EPA proposal will increase the use of carbon-based fuels,
reverse the trend of using more climate-friendly, clean-burning fuels, and ultimately jeopardize the
legacy of this administration," Jobe wrote Obama.
 
EPA's proposal released last November would reduce refiners' biofuels requirements this year by 16
percent compared with the level set by the 2007 statute that created the renewable fuel standard.
 
For biodiesel -- an advanced biofuel made from soybean oil, animal fats and used cooking grease --
EPA has proposed to require at least 1.28 billion gallons of biodiesel be used in 2014 and 2015,
below the industry's actual production last year of nearly 1.8 billion gallons (E&ENews PM, Nov. 15,
2013).
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EPA wrote in its rule proposal that it assumed the industry tax credit would expire at the beginning
of this year and that biodiesel volumes wouldn't far exceed 1.28 billion gallons, the standard it set in
2013 for biodiesel production. The White House also repeatedly raised concerns about the
expiration of the tax credit during an interagency review (Greenwire, Jan. 6).
 
EPA has received thousands of comments on the rule and is expected to send a final version to the
White House Office of Management and Budget for review as early as this week.
 
Biofuels supporters have generally been publicly confident that EPA would raise its proposed targets
in the final rule, as EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy has acknowledged in multiple public
appearances that her agency may have gotten the proposal wrong.
 
But not everybody has shared the optimism.
 
"I was told no one will like this rule," Advanced Biofuels Association President Michael McAdams said
at a recent industry conference about meetings he's had with the White House and EPA.
 
If EPA raises the proposed advanced biofuels target of 2.2 billion gallons and does not raise the
biodiesel target, Jobe wrote that the rule would lead to a "significant retreat" in biodiesel
production. It would also lead to more imports of Brazilian sugar cane ethanol, which EPA has
approved as an advanced biofuel, to fill the gap, he said.
 
"This decision would have lasting, damaging consequences for the jobs and economic activity
supported by the U.S. biodiesel industry, while undermining your efforts to boost U.S. energy
security through clean, domestic energy production," Jobe wrote.
 
To be sure, the final numbers will likely not be known until EPA releases its final rule, likely in early
summer. Advanced biofuels producers have also called on EPA to adjust its methodology and have
hinted at legal action should EPA not make big changes to the rule.
 
 
Return to Top
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


EPA Agrees to Deadlines to Issue 2015 Renewable Fuel Standard


Posted April 10, 2015, 1:35 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency will propose renewable fuel blending obligations for petroleum
refiners by June with a final rule due by Nov. 30 as part of a proposed consent decree filed today.


The proposed consent decree, filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, would resolve
a lawsuit brought by the American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers and the American Petroleum
Institute challenging the EPA's delay in issuing the annual renewable fuel standard requirements.


The EPA should have issued the 2015 rule by Nov. 30, 2014; the agency also has not issued its
standards for 2014 as well.


The proposed consent decree must still be approved by a federal judge following a public comment
period.


“We hope this agreement helps get the RFS back on track, but the only long-term solution is for
Congress to repeal the program and let consumers, not the federal government, choose the best fuel to
put in their vehicles,” Stacy Linden, general counsel for the American Petroleum Institute, said today in a
statement.


EPA May Not Extend Deadlines to Meet Clean Power Plan Interim Targets


Posted April 10, 2015, 12:10 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency is open to revising interim carbon dioxide emissions reductions
targets in its Clean Power Plan, but that doesn't necessarily mean it will extend those deadlines,
Administrator Gina McCarthy said.


The EPA has repeatedly said it would be open to revising those interim targets in response to concerns
raised by states that those early targets, which must be met between 2020 and 2029, are too stringent.
However, McCarthy stopped short of saying the agency would push back those deadlines during an climate
change forum today at the University of Chicago Booth School of Business sponsored by The New
Republic. A final emissions rate would have to be achieved in 2030.


“The interim goal, for me, is essential because the EPA doesn’t tend to set goals that are so far out,”
McCarthy said.
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However, McCarthy said she acknowledges states' concerns and agreed that the stringency of those
targets may drive states to heavily pursue new natural gas-fired power plants, limiting investment in
renewable generation or energy efficiency programs.


That's a concern that McCarthy said the EPA will need to address in its final Clean Power Plan,
expected this summer.


“There's lots of reasons to take this seriously, but that doesn’t mean you push it out,” McCarthy
said.


The proposed Clean Power Plan (RIN 2060-AR33), issued under Section 111(d) of the Clean Air Act,
would establish unique carbon dioxide emissions rates for the power sector in each state. The EPA rule
would be implemented by states, which would determine how best to achieve the emissions targets using
four “building blocks” to achieve reductions: heat rate improvements at power plants, shifting dispatch
from coal to natural gas, investment in renewable or nuclear generation and energy efficiency
programs.


Eighth Circuit Ruling Creates Split on Water Act Jurisdictional Determinations


Posted April 10, 2015, 3:13 P.M. ET


By Lars-Eric Hedberg


The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit ruled today that a jurisdictional determination under
the Clean Water Act is a final agency action subject to judicial review, creating an apparent split among
the circuits.


Hawkes Co. sought to mine peat from wetland property owned by two companies in northwestern
Minnesota and holds an option to purchase the property subject to securing regulatory approval. The corps
determined that the wetlands have a “significant nexus” to navigable waters and therefore require a
Section 404 dredge-and-fill permit.


In reversing the district court, the Eighth Circuit ruled that, in light of the principles of ripeness and
final agency action, an approved jurisdictional determination is subject to review. It also relied on
Supreme Court precedent holding that an administrative compliance order amounts to reviewable final
agency action.


In a wetlands case out of Louisiana, the Fifth Circuit ruled in July 2014 that the Supreme Court
precedent cited by the Eighth Circuit does not control, and a jurisdictional determination is not final agency
action reviewable under Section 704 the Administrative Procedure Act.


The Supreme Court denied a petition in March 2015 to hear oral argument on the Fifth Circuit's ruling,
but it may need to revisit the jurisdictional determination-final agency action issue to resolve the circuit
split.


Settlement Reached in Monarch Butterfly Case


Posted April 10, 2015, 1:38 P.M. ET


By David Schultz


The Natural Resources Defense Council has reached a settlement with the Environmental Protection
Agency in its lawsuit against the EPA over the effects of the herbicide glyphosate on monarch butterfly
habitat, according to a document filed April 8 in federal court.


The NRDC had sued the EPA to force it to respond to the council's petition calling on the agency to, in
light of steep declines in monarch populations, conduct an emergency review of glyphosate, the most
widely used pesticide on the market.


Last week, the EPA said in a letter to the court that it would respond to the council's petition as a part
of the soon-to-be-released federal pollinator health strategy. Now, the parties in the case have informed
Judge Katherine Failla that they have reached a settlement agreement and Failla has agreed to put the
case on hold for 30 days while the settlement is finalized.


Details on the terms of the settlement have not been made public yet.


Green Bonds to Double in 2015: Research


Posted April 10, 2015, 3:26 P.M. ET
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By Christopher Martin


Investors are forecast to purchase as much as $80 billion in bonds supporting clean power and the
environment this year, as growing interest from potential backers meets surging demand for renewable
energy.


That would match the total sales of so-called green bonds since 2010, when banks began offering a
new format for investors to tap into fixed-income markets and finance wind farms, solar arrays and other
forms of clean power, according to a research note Friday from Bloomberg Intelligence.


Appetite for green investments is increasing as pension funds seek to steer money into projects that
fight climate change. That includes TerraForm Power Inc.'s $800 million offering to finance wind farms, the
largest green bond sale in the first quarter, said Gregory Elders, an analyst at Bloomberg Intelligence in
London.


“You don't necessarily get a premium for it,” Elders said in an interview. “But there is growing interest
from a large swath of investors concerned about global warming.”


A coalition of banks, including Citigroup Inc., Bank of America Corp., JPMorgan Chase & Co. and Credit
Agricole SA created a common set of criteria for green bonds last year to act as a catalyst for the
development of the market.


These Green Bond Principles were updated last month to expand the list of eligible projects to include
clean water and climate-change mitigation, according to the International Capital Market Association.


“There's a huge potential as municipalities deal with severe droughts like we're seeing in California,”
Elders said. “Mitigating the effects of climate change will accelerate the growth of green bonds.”


Initial Guidance for Chemical Data Reports Released by EPA


Posted April 10, 2015, 3:57 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


A fact sheet offering chemical manufacturers guidance on production volumes that would trigger
Chemical Data Reporting rule submissions was posted by the Environmental Protection Agency
yesterday.


EPA's fact sheet provides information about regulatory reporting thresholds applicable to the CDR's
2016 reporting period.


For their 2016 reports, manufacturers must consider production volumes from 2012 through 2015.


As companies determine whether they must report, they also must ascertain whether the chemical
they make or process is subject to certain Toxic Substances Control Act regulations, the fact sheet said.


The fact sheet lists seven different scenarios, asks questions about reporting obligations and provides
the agency's answers.


Wyoming Says EOG Resources Doesn't Have to Pay Royalties on Flared Gas


Posted April 10, 2015, 3:52 P.M. ET


By Tripp Baltz


The Wyoming State Board of Land Commissioners approved a request by EOG Resources Inc. for
royalty-free disposition of gas flared at its oil wells on state-leased lands.


The board's action means the oil and gas producer, which is headquartered in Houston, doesn't have
to pay $299,817 in royalties for gas flared from leases between Nov. 1, 2013, and March 10, 2015, in the
Niobrara and Codell formations in Laramie County, Wyo.


Royalties must be paid to the state for oil and gas production on state land. The board agreed to EOG's
request that it be free from paying royalties while it is constructing a pipeline and associated equipment to
capture natural gas from oil wells.


Frequently producers flare or vent gas from wells when they do not have the gas pipeline or other
infrastructure to capture it and transport the gas for commercial sale. Environmentalists cite the climate
change effects of flaring—or burning—natural gas at the wellhead.


Energy Groups Challenge EPA Definition of Solid Waste Rule
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Posted April 10, 2015, 3:39 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Four energy groups yesterday challenged the Environmental Protection Agency's recently finalized
definition of solid waste rule (RIN 2050-AG62), which the agency believes balances beneficial reuse of
hazardous materials with greater human health and environmental safeguards.


The Utility Solid Waste Activities Group, Edison Electric Institute, National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association and American Gas Association filed their petition with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia Circuit yesterday.


Attorneys for the organizations were not available for comment on the reasons for the challenge.
Additional petitions challenging the final rule are considered likely and would be due by April 13.


The EPA finalized revisions to the 2008 version of the waste rule in January under the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act. The regulation allows certain types of byproducts from manufacturing
operations to qualify for exemptions from hazardous waste regulations assuming they meet specific
conditions.


Nine Fracking Worker Deaths Linked to Tanks


Posted April 10, 2015, 3:32 P.M. ET


By Robert Iafolla


At least nine oil and gas workers died after manually sampling from or measuring production tanks at
hydraulic fracturing sites from 2010 to 2014, federal workplace safety researchers said today.


Workers can release plumes of hazardous hydrocarbon gases and vapors—such as benzene, ethane,
propane and butane—upon opening production tanks, the National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health said.


The details of the nine fatalities differ, but they all were working alone or weren’t being observed,
according to the NIOSH database on fatalities in the oil and gas extraction industry. They all died in the
immediate vicinity of crude oil tanks.


Medical examinations found that hydrocarbon exposure caused or contributed to three of the deaths,
while one death was from natural causes. The causes were undetermined or unlisted for the remaining five
fatalities.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Advisory Panel Recommends That EPA
Set More Stringent Ozone Standard
The Environmental Protection Agency's scientific advisers on air
pollution issues are formally recommending the agency set a
more stringent national ambient air quality standard for ozone....


Budget
DHS Spending Bill Includes $2 Million
For Hazmat Transport Responders Training
The Department of Homeland Security 2015 spending bill includes
$2 million for training activities for hazardous materials rail
transportation emergency response....


Chesapeake Bay
USGS Predicts Slightly Larger Dead Zone
In Bay Because of Higher Susquehanna Flows
The U.S. Geological Survey forecast that the Chesapeake Bay will
have a slightly larger-than-normal hypoxic zone where there is
too little oxygen for species to survive this summer....


Climate Change
AEP, Other Companies Tell CDP Why, 
How They Use Internal Carbon Pricing
American Electric Power, one of the largest electricity providers in
the U.S., uses an internal carbon price to help guide long-term
investments and avoid the risk of stranded assets, according to
an annual climate change questionnaire to...


Climate Change
Recent Republican Calls for Climate Action
Unlikely to Produce Results, Senators Say
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Recent high-profile Republican calls for action to address climate
change are helpful because they frame the issue in terms of the
economic costs of inaction, several senators who have worked on
climate issues told Bloomberg BNA June 26. ...


Climate Change
UN Says Small Island Nations Suffering
Increasing Damage From Climate Change
The Small Island Developing States that are home 63 million
people and custodians of most of the world's marine biodiversity
are increasingly under pressure from the effects of climate
change, according to a position statement presented...


Climate Change
WildEarth Guardians Seeks Rehearing in Coal Case
WildEarth Guardians petitioned the full U.S. Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia Circuit June 27 to rehear a lawsuit
seeking to compel the Environmental Protection Agency to
regulate methane emissions from coal mines (WildEarth...


Corporate Responsibility
GAO Calls on Commerce Department
For Plan on Conflict Minerals Processor List
The Government Accountability Office urged the Commerce
Department to develop and provide to Congress an action plan on
how the department will compile a list of conflict minerals
smelters and refiners, as required by current law....


Endangered Species
Agencies Complete Definition of Key Term
For Endangered Species Act Protections
Federal agencies said June 27 they had completed a rule defining
the term "significant portion of its range" to clarify the meaning of
that phrase, which appears without definition in the Endangered
Species Act....


Energy
Environmental Assessments Ordered
For Two British Columbia LNG Projects
British Columbia's Environmental Assessment Office June 23
ordered two liquefied natural gas plant proposals to undergo
assessments after determining both "may have a potential
significant adverse environmental, economic,...


Energy
Nebraska Supreme Court Includes
Keystone Pipeline on September Schedule
The Nebraska Supreme Court has tentatively scheduled oral
argument for September in a lawsuit by three landowners who
are challenging the routing of the proposed Keystone XL oil sands
pipeline (Thompson v. Heineman, Neb., No. S-14-000158,...


Energy
Records Show New England Energy Plan
Favors Industry, Law Foundation Says
The Conservation Law Foundation (CLF) said records it obtained
through a Freedom of Information Act request show that a
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regional energy plan among New England governors favors large
gas pipeline and electricity transmission line expansion...


Energy
Reduction in EPA Renewables Requirement
Likely to Continue For Years, Report Says
The Environmental Protection Agency is likely to continue
reducing the amount of biofuels required under the renewable
fuel standard for the next several years, the nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office said in a report....


Enforcement
Companies in China Could Face Fines
For Failing to Meet Trading Deadlines
Companies involved in China's carbon emissions trading system
(ETS) pilot programs are under pressure to trade their emissions
allowances before the respective deadlines for five of the seven,
with volumes and prices surging on platforms...


Enforcement
Illegal Logging, Timber Trade in East Africa
Now to Face INTERPOL, Five UN Agencies
Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda have agreed to work together along
with INTERPOL, the Food and Agriculture Organization, the United
Nations Development Program, the UN Environment Program and
the UN Office on Drugs and Crime to curb illegal logging...


Everglades
Everglades Restoration Sees More Planning
Than Progress, Research Council Reports
Nearly 15 years since the launch of the Comprehensive
Everglades Restoration Plan, the South Florida region is still
seeing more planning than actual restoration work, a June 27
National Academy of Sciences report to Congress said. ...


Hazardous Waste
195 Groups Press Obama to Finalize
Definition of Solid Waste Rule by July 11
Nearly 200 public health and environmental groups are pressing
President Barack Obama to ensure the Environmental Protection
Agency issues final revisions to a Bush-era regulation exempting
certain recycled materials from hazardous...


Hazardous Waste
D.C. Circuit Strikes Down Two Regulations
Exempting Fuels From Waste Restrictions
A federal appeals court struck down two Environmental Protection
Agency regulations June 27 that exempt certain fuels from
hazardous waste restrictions, ruling the agency didn't have the
discretion under the Resource Conservation...


Hazmat Transport
Norfolk Southern Withdraws Change
On Customer Liability for Older Tank Car Use
Norfolk Southern Corp. withdrew a recent change to its "terms
and conditions for carriage" June 27 that would have held
customers using older DOT-111 tank cars responsible for
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damages if hazardous materials were released or there...


Impact Statements
More Gas Pipeline Environmental Analysis
Anticipated as Consequence of Court Case
Natural gas pipeline projects probably will receive a greater
degree of scrutiny regarding their environmental impacts by the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission as a consequence of a
recent court ruling, but the change will be one of degree,...


Mining
Interior Increases Mining Location, Maintenance Fee
The Interior Department will publish a final rule June 30 to
increase the mining claim or site fees associated with location and
annual maintenance in line with changes in the consumer price
index. The mining claim fees, which are updated to...


Nanotechnology
Federal Funding of Nanotech Research
Leads to Significant Gains, Report Says
The National Nanotechnology Initiative's progress report shows
that the federal government has made significant advancements
in the understanding of the environmental, health and safety
implications of engineered nanomaterials,...


Ozone Depletion
EPA Identifies Five Alternatives to HFCs
With Far Less Ozone-Depleting Potential
The Environmental Protection Agency is proposing to approve five
new refrigerants with significantly less ozone-depleting and global
warming potential than currently available alternatives....


Pesticides
EPA Issues Revised Guidance on Antimicrobial Efficacy
The Environmental Protection Agency has issued revised interim
guidance on evaluating antimicrobial products for effectiveness
against a pathogen that causes one of the most common health
care-associated infections. The revised interim...


Pesticides
Researcher Defends Study on Autism
From Pesticide Industry Criticisms
An author of a study that linked living near pesticide application
sites during pregnancy with a greater risk of giving birth to
autistic children defended the underlying science from pesticide
industry criticisms....


Risk Assessment
EPA Provides Timeline to Complete
Inorganic Arsenic IRIS Analysis by 2016
The Environmental Protection Agency remains committed to
issuing its final Integrated Risk Information System assessment
of inorganic arsenic in 2016, according to a senior IRIS official....


Superfund
EPA Proposes $5.3 Million Cleanup
Of Heavy Metals in Parts of New Jersey Site
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The Environmental Protection Agency has proposed a $5.3 million
cleanup plan for portions of the Shieldalloy Metallurgical Corp.
Superfund site in Newfield, N.J., that includes capping the soil,
excavating and removing contaminated sediment...


Water Pollution
Hamilton County Is Ultimate Authority
For Cincinnati Sewer Upgrades, Court Says
Hamilton County, not the city of Cincinnati, owns the sewer
district with full authority to determine how $3.5 billion in
infrastructure improvements will proceed, a federal magistrate
has ruled (United States v. Bd. of Hamilton Cnty. Comm'rs,...


Water Pollution
New Mexico Announces Watershed Restoration Funds
More than $6 million was made available to help rehabilitate New
Mexico watersheds damaged by extreme drought, fire and
flooding, Gov. Susana Martinez (R) announced June 27. The
money will be used to restore about 7,700 acres in 14 high-
priority...


SPECIAL REPORT


Air Pollution
Air Regulators Say Timely EPA Guidance
Would Aid New Source Review Permitting
State and local air pollution control agencies could more readily
process preconstruction permits under the Environmental
Protection Agency's new source review program if the EPA issued
guidance on revised ambient air standards in...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


JUNE 27 FEDERAL REGISTER


JUNE 30 FEDERAL REGISTER
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View this email in your browser


Calling all customers and friends: We are
conducting a survey about UST safety and
need your help!
As you may know, traditional, crash (or shear) valves installed at the base of fuel
dispensers have a single poppet that closes when the dispenser is subjected to a
significant impact like the picture above.  This stops the flow of fuel from the
submersible pump, but still allows the fuel in the filters, meters, and piping inside the
dispenser cabinet to drain out.  The fuel in the dispenser could amount to several
gallons and can cause a significant fire if it drains out and ignites. 
 
Double-poppet crash valves were introduced about 25 years ago to contain the fuel
in the dispenser in hopes of greatly reducing the amount of fuel released in a
dispenser crash and so preventing major fires from occurring.
 
So do double-poppet crash valves prevent fires?  Do you know of an incident where:


1. A dispenser was hit;
2. There was/was not a fire as a result of the impact;
3. You know what type of crash valve (single or double poppet) was installed.


If so please contact us: we’d like to hear from you!  Marcel Moreau and I are working


From: UST Training
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Do Double-Poppet Crash Valves Work?
Date: Monday, August 18, 2014 5:59:43 AM



http://us4.campaign-archive2.com/?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=7ac7ad4afa&e=1dde6e7857

mailto:Ben.Thomas@USTtraining.com

mailto:Smith.TimR@epa.gov





on an article for publication in LUSTline that documents the effectiveness (or not) of
double-poppet crash valves.  If you have a story or general information to share
about this issue, email me at ben@usttraining.com;  or call me at866-301-8265.
 
Thanks for your help!
 
Ben Thomas
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: Will KiOR"s heavy losses shake up the industry?
Date: Thursday, April 03, 2014 7:29:09 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: Will KiOR's heavy losses shake up the industry? | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Climatewire
News Text: Correction appended.
 
Just one year ago, KiOR was on a roll. Though hardly a financial success yet, it was a symbol of what
could be the future of fuels: a renewable feedstock that didn't compete with food sources, lowered
carbon emissions and provided jobs in rural America.
 
A Fortune magazine story called the company "Mississippi's Great Green Hope." All eyes were on
KiOR, which intended, by processing Southern yellow pines in a 13-million-gallon-capacity facility in
Columbus, Miss., and making a fuel that could work like fossil gasoline and diesel, to realize an
elusive goal in the biofuel world: a commercially available cellulosic drop-in fuel.
 
But the last year has marked a series of troubles for the company. KiOR shipped its first batch of fuel
several months behind schedule. A group of shareholders filed a class-action lawsuit in August,
saying that KiOR President and CEO Fred Cannon had misled investors to believe the company was
doing well. KiOR lost close to $350 million in 2013, according to the company's March 17 annual
report, more than three times its losses in 2012, and warned shareholders that it would declare
bankruptcy if it failed to quickly raise financing. Two weeks later, Cannon resigned.
 
Clean-tech venture capitalist Vinod Khosla's KFT Trusts, a longtime backer of the company, threw
KiOR a lifeline yesterday, offering up to $25 million in financing and helping boost the stock price by
60 percent. Once trading at a high of $20.74 per share, KiOR's stock has sunk to less than $1. KiOR is
seeking out additional funding, said a spokeswoman.
 
The bad news that has rocked KiOR has had a slight chilling effect in the industry, despite ongoing
optimism.
 
"It's one in which you have an elevated level of caution just because we haven't seen much in the
way of execution from a lot of these companies," said Justin Jenkins, a research associate in the
energy equity research division of Raymond James & Associates. "But [investors are] still interested
in the idea that these technologies have been proved, that if we can just get them to scale, they
might actually work in the future."
 
Cellulosic fuels -- advanced biofuels made from grasses, agricultural residues, wood and even
household trash -- have a tiny carbon footprint compared to fossil fuels. Indeed, scaling has been a
challenge for many companies. Range Fuels, another wood-to-fuel venture backed by Khosla, went
bankrupt in 2011. Some advanced biofuels companies, like Gevo and Solazyme, stay afloat by selling
biochemicals and molecules to make plant-based plastics.
Other plants ready to produce
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"KiOR's cellulosic fuels products are its only products, so if it is not producing and selling those, it has
no other product revenue streams," said Claire Curry, a bioenergy analyst with Bloomberg New
Energy Finance.
 
KiOR's fuel works, said Curry, but it's very expensive to make, and the company could not recoup its
cost by selling it at $4 per gallon.
 
"KiOR knows how to reduce its production costs; it just needs money to do so," said Curry.
 
KiOR's drawbacks shouldn't detract from its successes, said Advanced Biofuels Association President
Michael McAdams. To date, KiOR is the only company in history to generate cellulosic renewable
identification numbers (RINs), credits that oil companies can buy and trade to comply with the
renewable fuel standard. U.S. EPA based its 2013 renewable fuel standard obligations for blending
cellulosics into the greater fuel supply -- 6 million gallons -- almost entirely on KiOR. According to
EPA's Moderated Transaction System, KiOR produced close to 515,000 gallons last year.
 
"The market will adjust to it, and we hope to bring on more fuels," said McAdams of the industry's
potential.
 
It's hard to tell what the impact will be on this year's quota for the renewable fuel standard, the
policy to increase biofuels production by 36 million gallons by 2023. EPA released a controversial
draft rule in November that rolled back requirements for the making and blending of corn ethanol,
as well as advanced biofuels like Brazilian sugar-cane ethanol and biodiesel.
 
According to the proposal, the cellulosic industry must produce 17 million gallons for oil companies
to blend in the fuel supply in 2014. Along with INEOS Bio, a Florida-based plant that makes cellulosic
ethanol from citrus waste and trash, three large cellulosic plants are expected to come online:
Abengoa Energy's 25-million-gallon Hugoton, Kan., plant; POET-DSM's 20-million-gallon Project
LIBERTY in Emmetsburg, Iowa; and DuPont's 30-million-gallon plant in Nevada, Iowa. INEOS Bio
opened its plant last summer and generated its first RINs in January.
 
The most important thing for the sector is for EPA to be accurate in what it will require, said Brooke
Coleman, executive director of the Advanced Ethanol Council.
 
"There's two things that can hurt us: bad numbers and bad signals," he said. "If the right number for
KiOR is zero, that's fine; that's not going to send shock waves through the industry, because that's
one company and one industry."
 
Bad signals from EPA, said Coleman, could be more problematic. If EPA ignores gallons that do exist
when the rule is set, that could send ripple effects through the industry.
 
But despite the race to commercialization -- and KiOR's desire to outgrow the RFS and operate in a
free market, as is apparent in the company's reports -- the cellulosic industry is still relatively fragile.
Asking if these first players will fulfill a government mandate may be the wrong question to ask.







 
"Another way to frame it is, is the RFS giving companies like KiOR the support they need?" said
McAdams.
 
Correction: An earlier version of this story incorrectly stated POET-DSM's Project LIBERTY starting
production. It is 20 million gallons.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Court Sides With EPA Approval of Three
States' Cap-and-Trade Regional Haze Plans
A federal appeals court has upheld the Environmental Protection
Agency's decision allowing three Western states to adopt a
regional cap-and-trade program to reduce regional haze,
rejecting challenges filed by environmental groups...


Biotechnology
Agribusiness, Food Makers Spending Big
To Defeat GM Labeling Measure in Oregon
Agribusiness and food manufacturers, fighting a multi-front battle
to stop mandatory labeling of genetically modified foods, have
raised $11.1 million so far to defeat Oregon's Measure 92....


Chemical Security
Groups Urge Easier Information Submission,
Faster Approval of Chemical Security Plans
Industry groups say significant progress has been made in the
Department of Homeland Security's chemical security program,
but they seek more efficient tools for submitting information and
quicker consideration of chemical security...


Chemicals
Studies of Bisphenol A, Thermal Paper
Reach Opposite Conclusions on Significance
Two studies measuring exposure to bisphenol A (BPA) after
volunteers handled thermal receipt paper have reached opposite
conclusions as to whether that exposure is significant. ...


Climate Change
Climate Envoys Seek Stronger Warning
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On Dangers in Key United Nations Report
The U.S. and European Union are pushing for a stronger
explanation about the dangers of climate change and the
consequences of failing to stem fossil fuel emissions in the United
Nation's most extensive report on global warming....


Climate Change
Insurers Not Prepared for Risks Posed by
Changing Climate, Ceres Analysis Says
Insurance companies show a "profound lack of preparedness" for
addressing the risks climate change poses to their business,
according to an analysis released Oct. 22 by sustainability
advocacy group Ceres....


Climate Regulation
Energy Department Looks to Reduce Pipeline
Methane Leaks Through Research, Regulation
The Energy Department wants to play an active role in
accelerating the pipeline industry's methane leak reductions
through research and, potentially, regulation, a senior Energy
Department official said Oct. 22....


Climate Regulation
EPA Seeks Remand of Greenhouse Gas
Permitting Rule From D.C. Circuit
The Environmental Protection Agency believes it can continue to
apply greenhouse gas permitting requirements to large industrial
sources under its existing tailoring rule and urged federal
appellate judges not to vacate the regulation...


Climate Regulation
Pennsylvania Lawmakers Give Themselves
Veto Power Over State Clean Power Plan
A bill (H.B. 2354) signed by Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Corbett (R)
Oct. 22 adds a new layer of legislative oversight to the process of
developing the state plan for meeting the Environmental
Protection Agency's proposed carbon dioxide standards...


Congress
Republican Senate Would Pass House
Energy Permitting Bills, Rep. McCarthy Says
A Republican-controlled Senate would likely approve House-
passed bills to eliminate the need for presidential permits for
cross-border energy projects like the Keystone XL pipeline and
establish deadlines for federal agencies to approve...


Drinking Water
Groups Call on EPA to Intervene
In Wisconsin Groundwater Pollution Matter
Six Wisconsin environmental organizations Oct. 22 filed apetition
for emergency action under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA)
with the Environmental Protection Agency, alleging the state has
failed to protect public health in a rural...


Elections
Candidates Clash on Energy, Climate Issues
At Heated New Hampshire Senate Debate
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Incumbent Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D) and Republican challenger
Scott Brown clashed sharply on energy and climate change issues
during their first debate Oct. 21 in New Hampshire's closely
watched Senate contest. ...


Elections
Florida Amendment Would Designate
Conservation Funding for 20 Years
Florida voters will decide Nov. 4 on a proposed state
constitutionalamendment to designate a third of the real estate
document taxes collected for water and land conservation
spending—amounting to about $650 million or just under...


Energy Efficiency
Massachusetts Ranked Most Energy Efficient
Massachusetts ranked as the most energy-efficient state for the
fourth year in a row, according to a report by the nonprofit
American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE). The
group also said in its State Energy Efficiency Scorecard...


Energy
Energy-Related Carbon Dioxide Emissions
Increased 2.5 percent in 2013, EIA Says
U.S. energy-related carbon dioxide emissions increased 2.5
percent in 2013, as a result of colder weather, which led to an
increase in residential and commercial energy demand for
heating, the U.S. Energy Information Administration said....


Energy
New York Announces First Clean Energy
Projects Funded Under New ‘Green Bank’
New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo (D) announced the first
programs that will be funded under the state's new "green bank"
Oct. 22, providing $800 million in public and private funding over
several years....


Energy
Stephen Burns Considered Possible
Successor to NRC Chairman Macfarlane
Stephen Burns, a former general counsel at the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, is the apparent frontrunner to take over
as NRC chairman following the surprise decision by Allison
Macfarlane to leave the commission, according to a number of...


Hazardous Waste
Bankrupt Oil Businesses Agree to Pay
$16 Million for Newtown Creek Pollution
Two linked companies that ran oil and gasoline facilities adjacent
to the Newtown Creek superfund site have agreed to pay more
than $16 million toward the cleanup of the polluted New York City
waterway, the Justice Department announced Oct....


Hazmat Transport
FAA Fines Chinese Shipper Over Hazardous Liquids
The Federal Aviation Administration has proposed to fine a
Chinese company $227,500 for improperly shipping a package
containing a bottle of poisonous corrosive material and two
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bottles of a hazardous flammable liquid, the agency announced...


Hazmat Transport
Lawsuit Prompts California Distributor
To Stop Unloading Crude From Railcars
A lawsuit filed by environmental advocates in September has led
to an agreement with Interstate Oil Co. to stop unloading crude
oil from railcars at its terminal in McClellan Park, Calif., early next
month (Sierra Club v. Sacramento Metro....


Hydraulic Fracturing
Advocacy Groups Disappointed at Ruling
By British Columbia Court on Water Approvals
British Columbia environmental groups are expressing
disappointment after the province's Supreme Court upheld the
government's practice of issuing repeated short-term water-use
approvals for hydraulic fracturing and other...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Expanded Regulation, Risk Evaluation Urged
By Environmental Groups Looking at Fracking
Environmental activists are increasing the frequency of their
denunciations of hydraulic fracturing as an update of federal
regulations for the process goes through interagency review....


Insurance
Damage From Fly Ash Spread at Golf Course
Not Covered by Developer's Insurance Policy
Pollution exclusions absolve two insurers of having to pay defense
costs in suits brought by over 400 plaintiffs alleging personal
injury and property damage from the development of a golf
course, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuitheld...


International Climate
Discussion of 2015 National Contributions 
Dominate Third Day of Bonn Climate Talks
The main negotiating track at the Bonn Climate Change
Conference Oct. 22 focused on the arduous topic of how
countries' voluntary "contributions" should be included in the
global agreement to be finalized next year....


International Climate
EU Standing as Climate Leader Hinges on
Plan Setting 2030 Emissions Target: Diplomat
European Council approval this week of 2030 targets to cut
greenhouse gas emissions—considered likely but not a done deal
—would give the bloc bragging rights as the first major player to
offer cuts toward a 2015 global climate...


International Climate
Peru May Inject Cash Into Climate Fund
To Spur Coming UN-Mandated Lima Talks
Peru, which will host this year's biggest climate summit, may
pledge money for a United Nations fund to inject fresh
momentum into international negotiations....


International Issues
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European Parliament Confirms New EU 
Environment, Climate Commissioners
Members of the European Parliament Oct. 22 voted 423-209 with
67 abstentions to approve the new European Commissioners, or
top officials who will propose and monitor the implementation of
European Union legislation through 2019....


Invasive Species
Wisconsin Agency Finds Genetic Material
Of Asian Carp Species Near Green Bay
For the second time this month, a state natural resources agency
has detected genetic material from silver carp, a species of the
invasive Asian carp, in a river flowing into the Lake Michigan
basin. ...


Mining
Mountaintop Mining Harming Salamander
Populations, Kentucky Research Shows
Conductivity pollution from mountaintop mines is significantly
reducing salamander diversity in affected streams, according to
new University of Kentucky research....


Natural Gas
British Columbia Bills Set Tax Rates,
Emissions Benchmarks for LNG Industry
British Columbia's government has introduced legislation detailing
emissions and tax frameworks the province's nascent liquefied
natural gas industry has been awaiting in order to make
investment decisions....


Natural Gas
FERC Urged Not to Stay Cove Point Decision
Dominion Resources told the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission it has every reason to stand by its approval of
construction of a natural gas export terminal in Maryland and
should reject environmental groups' petition for a stay of...


Oil & Gas
Canada Updates Arctic Drilling Application
Canada's National Energy Board amended its filing requirements
for offshore drilling in the Canadian Arctic to require applicants to
include detailed emergency response procedures. Applications
must now show they have an incident...


Pesticides
White House Gives Federal Agencies Advice
On How to Make Buildings ‘Bee Friendly'
Federal agencies should adopt a number of measures to make
their buildings more "bee friendly," according to a new guidance
document issued Oct. 22 by the White House Council on
Environmental Quality....


Renewable Energy
China Cuts Offshore Wind Outlook
In First Miss of Renewable Energy Goal
China slashed its forecasts for offshore wind power by 60 percent,
an acknowledgment that installations are being held up by the
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cost and complexity of the technology....


Renewable Energy
Japan Explores Ways to Increase Renewable 
Energy Overall, While Curbing Solar Reliance
Japan is exploring ways to increase the country's renewable
energy projects overall while curbing the purchase of solar power,
but its options may be limited. ...


Superfund
Court Says Transfer of Liabilities Didn't Clear
Lessee of Liability for Earlier Contamination
A landowner's agreement to allow lessees to transfer their
liabilities to another party didn't clear the original lessees of
liability for contamination predating the agreement, the U.S.
District Court for the Northern District...


Superfund
EPA Urges Regions to Use Geospatial Data
To Support Next Generation Compliance Plan
Environmental Protection Agency regions should start using
geospatial data and submit them electronically when describing
the work that needs to be done at a superfund site, according to
a memorandum recently posted online....


Superfund
Neighbors of Landfill Ask Supreme Court
To Allow Challenge to Ongoing Cleanup
Neighbors of an Indiana Superfund site have asked the U.S.
Supreme Court to overturn an appeals court opinion precluding
judicial review of their citizen lawsuit until the Environmental
Protection Agency's remedial action is complete...


Vehicle Fuels
Citizens Group Sues EPA Over Documents
About Renewable Fuel Standard Meetings
A citizens group sued the Environmental Protection Agency after
it failed to provide additional documents about meetings with
petroleum companies about the 2014 renewable fuel standard
(Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington...


Water Infrastructure
California Advocacy Group's Lawsuit Seeks
Upgrades to Wastewater Collection System
A California advocacy group has filed a lawsuit alleging the city of
Laguna Beach is operating its wastewater collection system in
violation of the Clean Water Act (California River Watch v. Laguna
Beach, C.D. Cal., No. 8:14-cv-01659, 10/14/14)....


Water Pollution
Clean Water Act Has Helped Grow
Nation's Economy, EPA Official Says
The Clean Water Act since its enactment four decades ago has
helped grow, not hinder, the nation's economy, the
Environmental Protection Agency's top water official said Oct. 22.
...
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Water Pollution
Drug Found in Fish-Preying Osprey Doesn't 
Rule out Chronic Effects, Scientists Say
A study detecting low levels of pharmaceuticals in osprey, which
feed on fish, cannot be extrapolated to mean that such chemicals
have no long-term behavioral effects on aquatic environments, a
U.S. Geological Survey scientist told Bloomberg...


Water Pollution
Pennsylvania Governor Signs Bill Ending
Buffer Requirement for High-Quality Streams
Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Corbett (R) Oct. 22 signed legislation
(H.B. 1565) eliminating the requirement for 150-foot buffers
along the state's most pristine streams to control erosion and
sedimentation....


BNA INSIGHTS


Clean Air Act: New Developments That Are Redefining the
Enforcement Landscape
In its own strategic plan, the Environmental Protection Agency
anticipates a decline of more than 30 percent in federal
inspections and evaluations during the next five years and also
expects to bring 40 percent fewer civil judicial and
administrative...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


OCTOBER 22 FEDERAL REGISTER


OCTOBER 23 FEDERAL REGISTER
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


House Committee Approves Bill for Withdrawal of Clean Water Rule


Posted April 15, 2015, 2:25 P.M. ET


By Matthew Berger


The House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure today approved a bill to bar the
Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers from making changes to Clean Water
Act jurisdiction.


The bill, H.R. 1732, passed 36-22, with all Republicans voting in favor and all Democrats but one
opposing.


The Regulatory Integrity Protection Act would force the agencies to withdraw a rule clarifying which
waters are considered “waters of the U.S.” under the Clean Water Act and therefore subject to federal
protections, including permitting requirements under the act’s Section 404.


A proposed clean water rule was issued last April and a modified rule was sent to the White House
Office of Management and Budget for interagency review April 6.


The final rule has yet to be released, a fact Democrats on the committee repeatedly underlined during
today’s markup session.


Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-Ore.) proposed that committee members who oppose the rulemaking wait to
see the final rule and then decide whether to seek its withdrawal through a Congressional Review Act
challenge, through which Congress can nullify regulations after they are finalized.


DeFazio said the bill approved today is unlikely to make it through the Senate and much less so to be
signed by President Barack Obama, which he said makes it fairly pointless. Rep. Bill Shuster (R-Pa.), who
co-sponsored the bill with Rep. Bob Gibbs (D-Ohio), said the CRA is “something we have as a backup.”


H.R. 1732 would require the withdrawal of the clean water rule within 30 days of the legislation’s
enactment.


EPA Deadlines Could Discourage Carbon Trading Programs, States Say


Posted April 15, 2015, 2:43 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


Tight deadlines for states to submit compliance plans and meet interim greenhouse gas reduction
targets would make it difficult for states to set up an interstate emissions trading program to comply with
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the Environmental Protection Agency's Clean Power Plan, state environmental regulators said today.


Officials from Virginia, Rhode Island and Colorado, speaking at an event held by the Center for Climate
and Energy Solutions, identified the compliance timeline proposed by the EPA as an obstacle for states
that could use a regional cap-and-trade program or other market-based program to comply with the
standards for existing power plant emissions.


The EPA's proposed Clean Power Plan, which is expected to be finalized this summer, would require
states to submit compliance plans describing how they will meet emissions targets by summer 2016.
States then would be required to begin meeting interim goals in 2020 as they continue working toward the
2030 final emissions targets.


Janet Coit, director of the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, said the proposal
could discourage states from exploring an interstate trading program. The proposed time frame is
achievable for the nine participating Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative states, but it would be difficult to
add any additional states to RGGI in that short period, she said.


Martha Rudolph, director of environmental programs at the Colorado Department of Public Health and
the Environment, said it would be “nearly impossible” for Colorado and other states to set up a cap-and-
trade program similar to the RGGI under the EPA's proposed compliance time frame.


House Subcommittee Backs $35.4 Billion Energy, Water Spending Bill


Posted April 15, 2015, 11:28 A.M. ET


By Ari Natter and Alan Kovski


A House Appropriations subcommittee voted today to approve a $35.4 billion fiscal year energy and
water appropriations bill that includes funding for the Yucca Mountain nuclear waste repository.


The bill, which would appropriate $28.9 billion to the Energy Department, $5.6 billion to the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and $1.1 billion to the Bureau of Reclamation, was approved by the Energy and Water
Development Subcommittee by voice vote.


An increase of $142 million in U.S. Army Corps of Engineers funding was included in the spending bill.


Rep. Mike Simpson (R-Idaho), chairman of the subcommittee, said he “simply cannot understand” why
the Obama administration requested a cut of $750 million in funding for the corps.


Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio), ranking member of the subcommittee, said the bill recognized the
responsibility of the government to invest in water infrastructure, but she added, “The bill also includes
some unnecessary and controversial policy riders.”


The riders include a prohibition on any redefinition of “fill material” by the corps, a regulatory strategy
that could shut down coal mines across the nation, according to Rep. Hal Rogers (R-Ky.), chairman of the
full committee.


A rider also would prohibit the corps from redefining the jurisdiction of the Clean Water Act.


Other highlights of the bill include language that would stop the Obama administration from expanding
the scope of the Clean Water Act, prohibit any changes to federal jurisdiction under the law and restrict its
application in certain agricultural areas, such as farm ponds and irrigation ditches.


Full committee markup of the spending bill is scheduled for next week, Subcommittee Chairman Mike
Simpson (R-Idaho) told reporters after the markup.


Court Lifts Injunction on $1 Billion Chevron Refinery Upgrade


Posted April 15, 2015, 3:53 P.M. ET


By Robert Iafolla


Chevron should be able to start construction as early as mid-2016 on its $1 billion expansion at a
Northern California oil refinery after the Contra Costa County Superior Court lifted the injunction blocking
the project, a company spokesman told Bloomberg BNA today.


The construction project at the Chevron refinery in Richmond, which will upgrade processing
equipment to better accommodate high-sulfur crude, should take about two years to complete, Chevron
spokesman Leah Casey said.


Chevron claims the project will reduce greenhouse gas emissions and harmful pollutants while creating
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2,300 local construction and related jobs.


House Energy Committee Approves Coal Ash, Water Heater Bills


Posted April 15, 2015, 10:51 A.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


The House Energy and Commerce Committee this morning advanced legislation (H.R. 1734) that
would bar the Environmental Protection Agency from regulating coal ash as a hazardous waste and
another bill (H.R. 906) that would modify energy efficiency standards for grid-enabled water heaters.


The coal ash bill, sponsored by Rep. David McKinley (R-W.Va.), was approved on a vote of 32-19,
while the water heater bill from Rep. Ed Whitfield (R-Ky.) passed by voice vote.


Utilities, states and coal ash recyclers have voiced support for McKinley's bill, which would enable
states to draft, implement and enforce their own permitting programs for coal ash management and
disposal using minimum federal technical requirements set out in an EPA rule. Environmental advocates
say the legislation would undermine human health and environmental protections.


The EPA announced the first-ever national standards for coal ash management under the
nonhazardous waste provisions of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act in December but has not
formally published the rule in the Federal Register. Rep. Paul Tonko (D-N.Y.) said it would be published
this week.


House Bill Would Require Two-Person Crews on Freight Rail


Posted April 15, 2015, 2:50 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


A bill introduced by Rep. Don Young (R-Alaska) would require all freight trains to use two-person
crews, a standard similar to one the Federal Railroad Administration is expected to propose following a
significant crude oil train derailment in Lac-Mégantic, Quebec.


Young's bill, (H.R. 1763), would also apply to any “light engine used in connection with the movement
of freight.” The bill, introduced April 13, would also require one of the crew members to be a locomotive
engineer and the other to be a conductor.


The federal rail agency announced it would propose its similar rule on this issue following the July
2013 derailment of an unattended train carrying crude oil in Lac-Mégantic that resulted in 47 deaths.
Some railroads have expressed opposition to adding the railroad administration's requirement into law
based on lack of data, on certain safe operation records and on pending technology upgrades, such as
positive train control systems, that could make two-person crews less necessary.


Young's bill has been referred to House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.


Bill by Rep. Payne Would Address Crude-by-Rail Security, Safety Issues


Posted April 15, 2015, 12:16 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


A bill introduced by Rep. Donald Payne (D-N.J.) would require federal transportation offices to address
certain security issues and model requirements for tank cars transporting crude oil.


Notably, the bill, H.R. 1763, would require the Transportation Security Administration to issue rules
within one year of the bill's enactment to ensure that tank cars carrying crude oil are not left unattended
when being transferred between rail carriers or between rail carriers and shippers.


The bill, introduced yesterday, would also require the Transportation Department to issue within one
year revised tank car standards for all DOT-111 cars and newer CPC-1232 cars that carry oil and to set
within a year a phaseout plan for use of older DOT-111 in flammable liquid service.


Payne's proposed improvements for tank cars standards are similar to the least stringent option
proposed by the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration in a rule that is expected to be
finalized soon. The upcoming PHMSA final rule on enhanced tank car and operation control standards for
certain flammable liquids transport is also expected to finalize a phaseout schedule for older tank cars.


Payne's bill was referred to the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure and the House



mailto:aadragna@bna.com

mailto:rleven@bna.com

http://op.bna.com/env.nsf/r?Open=rlen-9vlp2z

mailto:rleven@bna.com

http://op.bna.com/env.nsf/r?Open=rlen-9vlk8l





Committee on Homeland Security.


Ethanol Advocates ‘Encouraged’ After Meeting With Clinton in Iowa


Posted April 15, 2015, 3:30 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Ethanol advocates said they are optimistic about Hillary Clinton’s support for renewable fuels after
meeting privately with the Democratic candidate today in Iowa.


“We had the opportunity to talk about issues facing Iowa—renewable fuels being one of them,” Patty
Judge, co-chairman of America’s Renewable Future, a pro-ethanol trade association, said in a statement.
“Secretary Clinton was extremely receptive and I feel encouraged by her comments about the Renewable
Fuel Standard [RFS].”


The Des Moines-based group represents organizations such as the Iowa Corn Growers and Growth
Energy.


“I was able to thank Secretary Clinton for her past support of the RFS, and I am confident future
conversations will be just as positive,” Bruce Rohwer, an Iowa Corn Growers board member, said in a
statement.


U.S. 2025 Climate Pledge ‘Doesn't Add Up,’ Chamber Says


Posted April 15, 2015, 1:31 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


A U.S. Chamber of Commerce representative and other critics of President Barack Obama's climate
actions said today that they are skeptical the U.S. can make good on its pledge to cut greenhouse gases
up to 28 percent during the next decade from 2005 levels.


“The math just doesn't add up,” Karen Harbert, head of the chamber's Institute for 21st Century
Energy, told the House Science, Space and Technology Committee. The Environmental Protection Agency
reported today that U.S. emissions were up 2 percent in 2013 from the year before but still down 9
percent since 2005.


Chairman Lamar Smith (R-Texas) at the hearing disputed whether Obama's 2014 pledge—offered to
spur global action toward getting a final climate deal at an end-of-year summit in Paris—is justified, given
what Republicans argue is significant uncertainty in climate science.


But Jake Schmidt, the Natural Resources Defense Council's international program director, said
Obama's actions, including carbon pollution limits and increased vehicle and appliance efficiency
standards, “can take a big bite” out of U.S. emissions.


UN Secretary-General Presses Rich Nations for $100 Billion Climate Plan


Posted April 15, 2015, 3:41 P.M. ET


By Alex Nussbaum


UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon stepped up pressure on the richest nations and investors to detail
how they will meet a pledge to provide developing nations $100 billion a year for climate-related programs
by 2020.


The United Nations will convene a meeting on the issue in New York next month and wants clear
commitments on support for the least-developed countries and islands most at risk of being swamped by
rising sea levels, Ban said today.


“I am really trying to mobilize your political will,” Ban said at a conference presented by Bloomberg
New Energy Finance. “Climate change is the defining issue of our times. It is also an enormous economic
opportunity.”


The aid was promised in 2009 and is a crucial part of the effort to reach a global deal on climate
change in Paris at the end of this year. So far, only about a 10th of that is flowing to the poorest nations,
and few rich countries have set out exactly how they will reach the goal.


The Paris talks involving more than 190 nations “will only succeed with a strong, credible finance
package,” Ban told the meeting of more than 1,000 energy-industry investors and executives.
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Inhofe Criticizes NRC for Oversized Budget


Posted April 15, 2015, 2:06 P.M. ET


By Rebecca Kern


Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.) criticized the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for what he calls its oversized
fiscal year 2016 budget, during a Senate hearing today.


“What we've seen over time is an agency that has grown in spite of decreasing workload and now,
unfortunately, a shrinking industry,” Inhofe, chairman of the Senate Committee on Environment and Public
Works, said during a committee hearing.


NRC Chairman Stephen Burns defended the agency's FY 2016 budget request, saying that it's smaller
than the FY 2015 available funding.


The NRC's FY2015 available resources total $1.049 billion, which includes its enacted budget of $1.015
billion as well as prior-year carry-over funds. Therefore, the agency's FY 2016 budget request of $1.032
billion is about $17 million less than its FY 2015 available resources, according to the agency.


Burns said that NRC is also proposing a reduction of about 140 full-time-equivalents in 2016.


Inhofe referred to the need to “right size” the NRC with the agency's Project Aim 2020 to make it more
efficient, including plans to reduce the NRC's budget and staff by 10 percent by 2020. However, he said
with the NRC's attrition rate of 5 percent, it could reach that staff reduction level by 2017.


“We want to be responsible in terms of what it is that we think we need in order to meet our
objectives,” Burns said. “So I would be hesitant to say just flat out in the 2017 time frame, that that’s
where we ought to be.”


Bill Approved Giving Congress Power to Vote on Regulations


Posted April 15, 2015, 12:51 P.M. ET


By Cheryl Bolen


The House Judiciary Committee April 15 approved by a party-line vote of 15–10 an amended bill (H.R.
427) that would give Congress the authority to vote on regulations before they could take effect.


The House has a long track record of passing this legislation, called the Regulations From the
Executive in Need of Scrutiny (REINS) Act, sponsored by Rep. Todd Young (R-Ind.). The Senate has yet to
approve the measure and President Barack Obama has repeatedly threatened to veto it.


Under the bill, no major rule, defined as a rule with an economic impact of $100 million or more, could
take effect without the approval of Congress.


“The REINS Act is one of the simplest, clearest and most powerful measures we can adopt to achieve
better accountability and cost-effectiveness in federal regulation,” said Judiciary Chairman Bob Goodlatte
(R-Va.).


Numerous amendments offered by Democrats to exempt specific categories of regulations from the bill
were defeated. Rep. John Conyers (D-Mich.), ranking member of the committee, said his amendment to
the “ill-conceived” bill would exempt all regulations that protect public health and safety.


House Approves $76.6 Billion Military Construction-VA Spending Bill


Posted April 15, 2015, 12:45 P.M. ET


By Nancy Ognanovich


A House Appropriations subcommittee approved a $76.6 billion Military Construction-Veterans Affairs
spending bill, clearing it for full committee action the week of April 20.


The Military Construction and Veterans Affairs Subcommittee passed the annual spending bill on voice
vote after a short debate. The measure represents a $4.6 billion increase over current spending, with most
of the increase slated for the Veterans Department.


The bill is one of the first of the fiscal year 2016 spending bills that appropriators unveiled this spring.
Also marked up at the subcommittee level April 15 was the annual spending bill for Energy and Water
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programs.


Both bills (numbers not yet available) will advance to the full committee level, where they are
expected to be marked up and approved by April 23. The full committee chaired by Rep. Hal Rogers (R-
Ky.) is planning to take up the so-called 302 (b) allocations for all 12 bills during the session.


Funds for military construction also are increased $904 million over current levels for family housing,
construction of hospitals and support projects overseas.


The Milcon-VA bill is available athttp://appropriations.house.gov/UploadedFiles/BILLS-114HR-SC-AP-
FY2016-MilCon-SubcommitteeDraft.pdf.


Denton, Texas, Extends Moratorium on Gas Well Drilling


Posted April 15, 2015, 1:40 P.M. ET


By Nushin Huq


The Denton City Council voted unanimously yesterday to extend the moratorium on gas well drilling in
the Denton, Texas, city limits while it monitors two bills in the state Legislature that could curb the ability
of a local government to regulate the oil and gas industry.


“Given the current state of debate in the Texas Legislature, we felt it prudent to continue to monitor
the legislative proceedings on House Bill 40 and Senate Bill 1165,” Denton Mayor Chris Watts said in a
statement. “We will continue to work with the various stakeholders in the interest of preserving cities’ right
to regulate surface activities that impact the everyday lives of our residents.”


The moratorium on gas drilling was extended to Aug. 18, Lindsey Baker, public information officer for
Denton, told Bloomberg BNA. The city placed a moratorium on drilling in May 2014 while the city revised
its regulations relating to existing wells. The proposed revisions were issued in mid-December 2014.


SB 1165 and HB 40 would curb a local government’s ability to regulate the oil and gas industry. HB 40
passed a House committee yesterday and SB 1165 passed a Senate committee March 25. As it relates to
grandfathering current regulations, the bills refer to commercially reasonable ordinances, Baker said.


“If we did approve anything new now, it may or may not be considered commercially reasonable,”
Baker said. “There is a lot of gray area and it may ultimately be something that has to be litigated in cities
with existing ordinances for further clarification.”


The moratorium is separate from the ban on hydraulic fracturing that the city voted to establish during
the November 2014 elections that went into effect Dec. 2, 2014.


Romanian Corn, Indian Soy Imports Surge as U.S. Shoppers Demand Organic Products


Posted April 15, 2015, 3:51 P.M. ET


By Alan Bjerga


A growing demand for organics, and the near-total reliance by U.S. farmers on genetically modified
corn and soybeans, are driving a surge in imports from other nations where crops largely are free of
bioengineering.


Imports such as corn from Romania and soybeans from India are booming, according to an analysis of
U.S. trade data released today by the Organic Trade Association and Pennsylvania State University.


That shows a potential market for U.S. growers willing to avoid the use of artificial chemicals and
genetically modified seeds, said Laura Batcha, chief executive officer of the association, which includes
Whole Foods Market Inc., Whitewave Foods Co. and Earthbound Farm LLC.


The report is “a help-wanted sign” for U.S. farmers, Batcha said. “There are market distortions that
are pretty striking.”


Most of the corn and soybean shipments become feed for chickens and cows so they can be certified
organic under Department of Agriculture guidelines. Organic poultry and dairy operators shun feed made
with seeds from Monsanto Co. and other domestic suppliers in favor of foreign products even as the U.S.
remains the world’s top grower of corn and soybeans.


As a result, imports to the U.S. of Romanian corn rose to $11.6 million in 2014 from $545,000 the
year before. Soybean imports from India more than doubled to $73.8 million.


©2015 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission
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Canada, U.S., Mexico Developing Joint Butterfly Conservation Plan


Posted April 15, 2015, 3:25 P.M. ET


By David Schultz


Wildlife protection officials in Canada, the U.S. and Mexico are developing a joint plan to conserve the
imperiled monarch butterfly species, the officials announced today at a trilateral wildlife meeting in San
Diego.


The plan is in response to what Dan Ashe, director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, said has been
a 95 percent decline in the numbers of monarchs in North America during the past two decades.


The wildlife officials said their conservation plan will be an integration of the efforts of each of the
three countries to restore monarch habitat through partnerships with private companies, public outreach
campaigns and other measures. Ashe said the plan is expected to be finalized and released to the public
during an October summit meeting between Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper, U.S. President
Barack Obama and Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto.


Wyoming Increases Setback Distance to 500 Feet for Drilling Wells


Posted April 15, 2015, 2:18 P.M. ET


By Tripp Baltz


Wyoming has increased its minimum distance requirement between oil and natural gas wells and
homes to 500 feet (Chapters 1, 3 and 4).


The five-member Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, which includes Gov. Matt Mead (R),
voted unanimously yesterday to increase the setback requirement for drilling wells and other oil and gas
production facilities from the previous 350 feet.


Under the new rule, wellheads must be no closer than 500 feet to residences and other occupied
structures such as schools, hospitals, offices and other workplaces. The rule also requires oil and gas
producers to notify owners of occupied structures when they plan to drill a well within 1,000 feet of the
structure.


The supervisor of the commission may grant a variance to increase or decrease the setback distance
for good cause.


The oil and gas industry in Wyoming supported the rule change, but many landowners and
environmental groups had pushed for a quarter-mile, or 1,320-foot, setback.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Biogas producers finding opportunity in advanced biofuel markets
Date: Thursday, October 16, 2014 12:19:30 PM


News Headline: Biogas producers finding opportunity in advanced biofuel markets | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Ethanol Producer Magazine - Online
News Text: Biogas producers finding opportunity in advanced biofuel markets By Katie Fletcher |
October 15, 2014 The U.S. currently has more than 2,000 operational biogas facilities out of 13,000
potential sites. According to the USDA, U.S. EPA and U.S. DOE's August 2014 biogas opportunities
roadmap, with proper support, more than 11,000 additional biogas systems could be deployed in
the U.S. by 2030. “Now that we have the EPA approving more biogas pathways for the renewable
fuel standard (RFS), certainly there is a lot more opportunity for people to get involved and actually
make money,” said Todd Taylor, attorney and co-chair of the Clean Technology Group with
Fedrikson and Byron. During the 2014 National Advanced Biofuel Conference held in Minneapolis on
Oct. 13-14, Taylor and other professionals in the biogas space reviewed the continued momentum
and implications biogas producers are experiencing in advanced biofuel markets with the expansion
of the new RFS pathway for biogas. The implications expressed across the panel were concerned
with renewable identification number (RIN) price volatility, compliance complexity, a limited forward
market for RINs and some uncertainty surrounding EPA rules and regulations.  Advanced biofuel D5
RINs are worth approximately 50 cents, D3 cellulosic biofuel RINs are not quite certain, but predicted
to be close to D5, according to Christine McKiernan, vice president of development and technology
with Bioferm Energy Systems. In terms of RINs, McKiernan said the long-term bankable prospects
today are not quite there. McKiernan established to the audience that all the feedstocks under the
RFS biogas RIN can be treated with projects, and that these projects can provide a performance
guarantee and a long-term warranty. She iterated that the energy could be made for transportation
vehicles, whether through electric generation for an electric car or biogas upgrade for a CNG fueling
station. McKiernan's concern, however, was posed in the question, “What is the value of the energy
being produced?” “This is the big question,” McKiernan said. Taylor's presentation covered
considerations to make when developing a project for biogas RIN credits. Although the basis for the
development process, Taylor said, may seem simple, it is not. Taylor broke down the process into a
few steps. After the biogas facility is built the gas is upgraded to pipeline quality where it is
converted into compressed natural gas (CNG) and liquefied natural gas (LNG) before being sold to an
end-user. One project Taylor and his team are developing on the East coast involves a developer
looking at doing biogas RINs. “One thing we've learned from speaking with the off-taker is the biogas
needs to be in a very clear spec,” Taylor said. “If it's off spec you lose the RINs.” Other
considerations, Taylor mentioned, with biogas RIN project planning include EPA and California Air
Resources Board registration, the amount of volatility with RIN and biogas pricing, consideration of
the investment tax credit for part of the facility, even if its just for your own load, and finally that
feedstock is key to RIN value. Casey Whelan, vice president strategic initiatives with the U.S. Energy
Services Inc. referred to biogas as an advanced biofuel ready for primetime in his presentation. He
explained that in order to monetize and generate RINs, after establishing the biogas source and
transportation use, the project must be registered with the EPA matching the source and use. He
emphasized the need to document every component of the process. One project Whelan shared
was a roughly 4,000 MMBtu of biogas landfill project in Ohio with refuse trucks at roughly 50
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locations consuming CNG and LNG. Whelan said the transaction is registered with the EPA, and
generates over 3 million D3 and D5 RINs, which all D5 RINs have been sold. Quasar Energy Group is
also generating RINs and is listed as an approved renewable fuel producer under the EPA's RFS2
Program. Corey Allen of quasar shared work the company is doing in creating CNG fueling stations at
anaerobic digesters (AD). The company has named their alternative motor vehicle fuel quasar
natural gas or qng. “Quasar will continue to install fuel stations at our anaerobic digestion systems
hoping to build the infrastructure necessary to reduce transportation costs,” Allen said. Currently
quasar has four CNG fueling stations sited at AD facilities where they are cleaning, compressing and
selling the CNG. Upgrading the gas to pipeline quality takes time and capital. Taylor shared what
bankers are looking for if a project requires outside capital. According to Taylor, bankers are going to
mainly care about, “Who is going to buy it?” “For how much?” and “What kind of feedstock will the
system take in?” After looking at the offtake and feedstock, the banker will look at the project's
technology and financing. “Money will follow good projects,” Taylor said. Feedstock is considered
key in a successful project. Surya Pidaparti, vice president NBC Systems, Novus Energy LLC, discussed
feedstock from biodiesel production. RNG from biodiesel residue qualifies for D3 and D5 RINs. 
Pidaparti shared work with converting glycerol recovered from the biodiesel production process into
biogas, which is then turned into RNG.    Related Articles Prevention Meets Innovation Every Family
Needs a Farmer Food vs Fuel: Enough To Make You Scream More Than Btus, Bushels and Facts
Canadian Ethanol, 30 Years Green Business Briefs








From: Kremer, Fran
To: Lynn, Gary
Cc: Bennett, Derek; Weaver, Jim; White, Hal; Mungin-Davis, Queenie
Subject: RE: Collaboration
Date: Tuesday, August 12, 2014 9:56:58 AM


Hi Gary,
 
Good to hear from you. Here’s the report from our earlier work on the vulnerability indices:
http://nepis.epa.gov/Adobe/PDF/P100DF0O.pdf
 
Would be good to schedule a time in early September to discuss our mutual efforts. Let us know
some good times that are feasible for you.
 
Thanks,
Fran
 
 
Fran Kremer, Ph.D.
Associate National Program Director
Sustainable and Healthy Communities Research Program
Office of Research and Development
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
26 W. M. L. King Dr.
Cincinnati, OH 45268
513-569-7346
 
 
 
 


From: Lynn, Gary [mailto:Gary.Lynn@des.nh.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 11, 2014 3:47 PM
To: Kremer, Fran
Cc: Bennett, Derek
Subject: Collaboration
 
Fran, do you have any information on your current work on vulnerability indices?  We are prioritizing
sampling efforts for the new MtBE Remediation program and it might be an interesting tool to
incorporate into our new program.   
 
Gary S. Lynn, P.E.
MtBE Remediation Bureau Administrator
Phone: (603) 271-8873
Email: Gary.Lynn@DES.nh.gov
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.
This Email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the individual or
entity to whom they are addressed.  This communication may contain material protected by law or regulation.  If you
are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the Email for the intended recipient, be advised
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that you have received this Email in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this
Email is strictly prohibited.  If you believe that you have received this Email in error, please notify me at the
Department of Environmental Services at 603.271.8873.
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Judges Skeptical of Clean Power Plan But Wary of Early Action


Posted April 16, 2015, 1:29 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


Federal appellate judges questioned whether the Environmental Protection Agency exceeded its legal
authority when it proposed the Clean Power Plan, but appeared skeptical of taking the unusual step of
blocking the rule before it is finalized.


Statements by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy defending the EPA's legal rationale for proposing the
first carbon dioxide standards for existing power plants and plans to finalize the rule this summer may
indicate the agency has not seriously considered legal arguments raised against the rule, U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit said during oral argument today.


Judge Karen LeCraft Henderson said the EPA appeared to have a “closed mind” to arguments that it
cannot regulate carbon dioxide emissions from existing power plants under Section 111(d) of the Clean Air
Act as proposed in the Clean Power Plan because power plants already are subject to hazardous air
pollutant limits under Section 112 of the act.


“That's not going to change with comments” on the proposed rule, Henderson said. “The only thing
that's going to change is a court telling them you're wrong on the law.”


House to Pass EPA Power Plant Bill Before Rules Final, Whitfield Says


Posted April 16, 2015, 11:29 A.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Rep. Ed Whitfield (R-Ky.), chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Energy and
Power, told Bloomberg BNA in a sit-down interview late yesterday that his subcommittee will mark up the
Ratepayer Protection Act next week and the full House will pass the bill before the Environmental
Protection Agency finalizes its carbon pollution regulations for power plants in mid-summer.


The legislation, not yet formally introduced, would allow states to opt out of the EPA rules if they
determine they would increase utility rates or jeopardize reliability. It would also allow states to delay
submitting compliance plans to meet their individual emissions reduction targets until after all legal
challenges are exhausted.


“I support any effort to prevent EPA from being successful in finalizing and implementing this
regulation,” Whitfield said.
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Asked if Congress would tackle renewable fuel standard reform this year, Whitfield said, “No.”


“I don’t think there’s any unanimous agreement on what to do about RFS,” Whitfield said. “We tried in
the last Congress, and we did everything that we possibly could do…. We worked with all the groups, and
no one could come up with an agreement.”


Capito ‘Working Diligently' on EPA Power Plant Legislation


Posted April 16, 2015, 2:14 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.) is “working diligently” on legislation to rein in the Environmental
Protection Agency's carbon pollution regulations for the nation's fleet of power plants and will release more
details about her plan in the coming weeks, an aide told Bloomberg BNA today.


“Sen. Capito will continue working with her colleagues in the House and Senate to address EPA’s
power plant rules,” Ashley Berrang, an aide, said in an e-mail.


Republicans in the Senate have long said they will use standalone legislation, the appropriations
process and other tools to fight back against the power plant regulations, which the Environmental
Protection Agency intends to finalize this summer.


In the House, Rep. Ed Whitfield (R-Ky.) has offered draft legislation that would allow states to opt out
of the power plant standards. His subcommittee intends to mark up the Ratepayer Protection Act next
week.


Final Coal Ash Rule to Be Published Tomorrow


Posted April 16, 2015, 10:52 A.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Nearly four months after the Environmental Protection Agency announced the nation's first-ever
standards for management of coal ash, the final rule will be published in the Federal Register
tomorrow.


The standards, announced Dec. 19, regulate the material under the nonhazardous waste provisions of
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and require the closure of surface impoundments and
landfills that fail to meet engineering and structural standards, mandate regular inspections of surface
impoundments, limit where new structures can be built and require immediate closure and cleanup of
unlined impoundments if they are polluting groundwater.


The EPA previously told Bloomberg BNA it was making “technical corrections” to the final rule. Under
the regulation, states are “strongly” encouraged to adopt those minimum federal standards, but
enforcement is left to citizen lawsuits.


Lawsuits challenging the regulation would be due July 16, under the 90-day requirement under RCRA,
and the rule would go into effect Oct. 14.


Bills Would Shore Up Private Water Rights, State Water Regulation


Posted April 16, 2015, 3:38 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


Companion bills were reintroduced today in the House and Senate to prevent federal regulators from
using permitting and leasing terms to obtain water rights or taking actions that would conflict with state
regulation of water rights.


The bills, sponsored by Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) and Rep. Scott Tipton (R-Colo.), were aimed
especially at the U.S. Forest Service in the Agriculture Department and the land management agencies of
the Interior Department.


Federal regulators have raised the hackles of state and local officials and many people in the private
sector in the West through such efforts as a proposed Forest Service directive on groundwater
management, the conditioning of grazing permit renewals on the surrender of private rights to water and
the conditioning of permits for ski area operators on their surrender of rights to water.


The Water Rights Protection Act (no numbers assigned yet), under the same name in both houses of
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Congress, was passed by the House in 2014.


The new bills have the support of the American Farm Bureau Federation, the National Cattlemen's Beef
Association, other farming and ranching groups and the National Ski Areas Association.


Applicators' Certification Required by EPA Under Proposed Rule


Posted April 16, 2015, 3:10 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


Pesticide applicators would have to be certified under a proposed rule the Environmental Protection
Agency submitted to the White House Office of Management and Budget today.


The proposed rule would improve the training and awareness of certified applicators of restricted-use
pesticides, the EPA said.


The proposal also would increase protection for noncertified applicators who would work under the
direct supervision of a certified applicator, EPA said.


That increased knowledge would safeguard workers applying pesticides, the public and the
environment, the agency told OMB.


EPA said it estimates the rule would cost $44 million annually and provide unquantified, long-term
health benefits to certified applicators, the noncertified applicators they supervise and their families.


If OMB allows the EPA to proceed with the proposed rule, the pesticide office will update its current
cost estimate for the rulemaking, the EPA said.


A separate, but related, final rule expanding requirements to protect farmworkers and their families
has yet to be submitted to OMB.


The EPA released its proposed Farmworker Protection Standard Feb. 20, 2014.


BP Shareholders Pass Resolution for Reporting on Climate Risk


Posted April 16, 2015, 2:18 P.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


BP shareholders have passed by a wide margin a resolution asking for regular reporting on how it is
preparing its business for risks posed by climate change.


At BP's annual meeting in London today, a reported 98 percent of shareholders voted in support of the
resolution, as the board itself recommended.


The resolution, which was proposed by a group of U.K. asset owners and mutual fund managers,
needed a vote of at least 75 percent support to pass. Climate-related resolutions filed at U.S. companies in
2014 averaged only 25 percent support from investors.


Offshore Oil, Gas Rule Readied for Public Comment


Posted April 16, 2015, 1:24 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


A proposed federal rule on improvements to blowout preventers and other well control equipment used
in offshore oil and gas drilling is scheduled for publication in tomorrow's Federal Register.


The regulatory changes, written by the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement, include
enhancements to practices as well as equipment. The proposals will be subject to public comment through
June 16.


The rule (RIN 1014–AA11) is one of several regulatory initiatives launched after the 2010 blowout of
BP Plc's Macondo well beneath the Deepwater Horizon drilling rig. The rule is available at
http://bit.ly/1CPo6yt.


The rule builds in part on changes the industry already has begun making, a factor that reduces its
cost impact and contributes to the technical expertise of the rule.


EIA Underestimating Growth of Renewables, Cantwell Says, Echoing Environmental
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Groups


Posted April 16, 2015, 1:32 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Energy Information Administration projections have been underestimating renewable energy, the top
Democrat on the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee said today.


“Many organizations and associations have found that EIA’s assumptions are lagging behind the real
world when it comes to clean energy development,” Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.) said during a
committee hearing on the EIA's 2015 Annual Energy Outlook. “These assumptions, if incorrect, drastically
impact the projections of renewable energy and can paint a misleading picture about the power of
renewables.”


Cantwell's remarks echoed concerns voiced by environmental groups and other renewable energy
proponents for years.


Using a baseline scenario, the latest EIA predicted that use of renewables, including hydropower,
would increase from 13 percent of electricity generation in 2013 to 18 percent in 2040. Under a “high oil
price” scenario, that share could jump to as high as 22 percent, the EIA said. Meanwhile, the report
predicted use of natural gas would grow from 27 percent of electricity generation in 2013 to 31 percent in
2040, and coal use will decrease from 39 percent in 2013 to 34 percent in 2040.


In his testimony before the committee, EIA Administrator Adam Sieminski noted the report does not
incorporate the effects of the Environmental Protection Agency's proposed Clean Power Plan. The proposed
rule to limit carbon dioxide emissions from existing power plants could become an incentive for using even
more renewable energy to generate electricity in the future.


The report also assumes that tax credits such as the renewable energy production tax credit and the
investment tax credit for solar are allowed to sunset as scheduled.


The EIA serves as the Energy Department's independent statistical and analytical arm.


Koch Industries Urges Senators to Oppose Senate RFS Bill


Posted April 16, 2015, 11:26 A.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Senate legislation that would remove the corn ethanol requirement from the Renewable Fuel Standard
(RFS) doesn't go far enough and should be opposed, industrial conglomerate Koch Industries wrote today
in a letter to senators.


“The RFS is an unqualified failure that should be repealed in full,” the letter said. “Unfortunately, there
are some who are using the well-publicized problems with the RFS to advance ‘reform' that actually makes
matters worse.”


The legislation (S. 577), introduced in February by Sens. Pat Toomey (R-Pa.) and Sen. Dianne
Feinstein (D-Calif.), would allow the RFS's requirements for non-corn biofuels to continue.


LNG Rail Research Could Result In New Rules, PHMSA Official Says


Posted April 16, 2015, 2:43 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration is seeking research on liquefied natural
gas transport by rail that could lead to rulemakings, an agency official said today.


The agency has tagged $1.4 million for research that either evaluates LNG rail transportation, reviews
packaging standards for rail transport, assesses rail transport operations or identifies whether a new rail
tank car model is necessary, said Leonard Majors, a PHMSA general engineer. These studies could result in
new rulemakings that, for instance, could “seek the removal” of the requirement to receive approval from
the Federal Railroad Administration before moving LNG by rail, Majors said.


“So we need information and we will be coming to the rail industry to obtain that information and get
their thoughts on it,” Majors said at PHMSA's research and development forum.


Acting Administrator Timothy Butters previously said LNG will be the next energy transport challenge
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for PHMSA. At least three companies have reached out to the FRA about transporting LNG by rail.


PHMSA will finalize its projects and statements of work for these projects by July, Majors said.


Official Says PHMSA Likely to Find Electronic HazMat Documents Feasible


Posted April 16, 2015, 12:03 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration will likely tell Congress that using
electronic shipping documents for hazardous materials is feasible, but the onus will be on industry to
implement the technology, a senior agency official said today.


Magdy El-Sibaie, associate administrator for hazardous materials safety for PHMSA, indicated it would
be highly unlikely that PHMSA would announce in its required report to Congress due Oct. 1 that this
technology is not practical.


PHMSA's report will summarize the result of its pilot project on this issue, called HM-ACCESS.


“HM-ACCESS is something, I think, that we have to do. There's no escape,” El-Sibaie said at a PHMSA
research and development forum.


“But make no mistake, PHMSA is not going to implement HM-ACCESS. You guys are,” El-Sibaie told
audience members, who included hazardous materials industry shippers and carriers. “I mean, certainly
we’re not going to come up with the method or the device or the technology. Our role really is to make
sure that it is feasible.”


FERC Approves Gas-Electric Coordination Final Rule


Posted April 16, 2015, 12:00 P.M. ET


By Rebecca Kern


The Federal Electric Regulatory Commission voted in favor of a final rule today to revise the scheduling
of interstate natural gas pipeline transportation service to better coordinate with the natural gas and
electric industries.


During a FERC meeting, the commissioners voted unanimously in favor of the rule to coordinate the
scheduling of gas and electric industries and to provide additional scheduling flexibility to all shippers on
interstate natural gas pipelines. The rule is in response to the country's greater reliance on natural gas for
electricity generation.


The final rule does not adopt the agency's March 2014 proposed rule's change of the start of the gas
day—which was suggested to move from 9 a.m. Central Clock Time (CCT) to 4:00 a.m. CCT. This was a
controversial provision, as the natural gas and electric industries were unable to reach agreement on
moving the start time for the gas day.


FERC said that while it could be more efficient to better align the gas and electric operating days, it
concluded that change to the gas day start time isn't justified due to disagreement among the
industries.


The final rule also changes the timely nomination cycle deadline for scheduling gas transportation from
11:30 a.m. CCT to 1 p.m. CCT. It also adds a third intraday nomination cycle during the gas operating day
to assist shippers to change their schedules in response to demand.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Boaters push bill removing mandate for corn ethanol
Date: Monday, March 30, 2015 7:41:58 AM


News Headline: Boaters push bill removing mandate for corn ethanol | Email
 
Outlet Full Name: Times-Picayune
News Text: The nation's largest boating advocacy group has thrown its support behind a U.S. Senate
bill that would do away with the law requiring ethanol produced from corn to be sold to American
consumers.
 
BoatUS is urging its half-million members to contact their senators regarding S. 577, the Corn
Ethanol Mandate Elimination Act of 2015. The bill has been introduced into the chamber by Sens.
Diane Feinstein, D-Calif., and Pat Toomey, R-Pa.
 
S. 577 would remove the government mandate that forces refiners to add high percentages of corn
ethanol to the fuel they produce. When the Renewable Fuel Standard became federal law in 2005,
legislators assumed the nation's fuel consumption would continue to climb, so they increased the
overall ethanol requirements each year. In 2008, for instance, the mandate was nine billion gallons,
but that number will climb to 36 billion gallons by 2022.
 
Americans' gasoline use has declined since the mandate was implemented, however, forcing
regulators to increase ethanol content to unsafe levels for some internal-combustion engines. In
2010, the Environmental Protection Agency permitted E15 to be sold at the same stations offering
E10. The higher-ethanol fuel is not permitted for use with marine engines, snowmobiles,
motorcycles, lawn mowers, leaf-blowers or any vehicle manufactured before 2001.
 
E15 is currently sold in 16 states, leading to confusion and incompatible fueling among consumers.
 
Feinstein called the corn-ethanol mandate "unwise and unworkable."
 
"Roughly 40 percent of corn in the United States is currently used for fuel, which increases the price
of food and animal feed, while also damaging the environment," she said. "Once we remove the
corn-ethanol mandate, the RFS program can finally serve its intended purpose: to support the
development of advanced, environmentally friendly biofuels like biodiesel, cellulosic ethanol and
other revolutionary fuels."
 
Under the RFS, refiners across the nation must meet four standards: advanced biofuel, cellulosic
biofuel, biomass-based diesel and total renewable fuel, which is corn-based ethanol. S. 577 would
eliminate that final standard.
 
Louisiana's senior senator, David Vitter, supports the bill, which was introduced as an amendment to
the Keystone XL Pipeline Act.
 
"The EPA's corn-ethanol mandate has been failing for years, costing Louisiana consumers too much
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at the gas pump, the grocery store and for livestock feed," he said.
 
In November, Vitter was critical of the EPA's decision to further delay setting the ethanol-production
levels to meet the RFS for 2014, even though the year was almost over. The mandate called for the
RFS to increase to 14.4 gallons last year. At a 10-percent ethanol blend, however, only 13 billion
gallons would have been consumed by American motorists.
 
For boaters, any level of ethanol is a concern because the manufactured fuel has great affection for
water, according to LaPlace chemist Pete Landry.
 
"Ethanol is hygroscopic. It absorbs water. It's like a water magnet," he said.
 
Since boat fuel tanks are designed to vent into the atmosphere, they suck in high-humidity air with
each night's cooling period. That humidity bonds with the ethanol, eventually resulting in
contaminated fuel that's damaging to marine motors.
 
Many marinas sell non-ethanol fuel at substantially higher prices, but BoatUS says 60 percent of
boaters fill their tanks at roadside stations. The vast majority of those offer no ethanol-free
alternatives.








From: Lynn, Gary
To: Kremer, Fran
Cc: Bennett, Derek; Weaver, Jim; White, Hal; Mungin-Davis, Queenie
Subject: RE: Collaboration
Date: Tuesday, August 12, 2014 10:11:04 AM


I’m available the first two weeks of September except Monday mornings.  Gary
 


From: Kremer, Fran [mailto:Kremer.Fran@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 12, 2014 9:57 AM
To: Lynn, Gary
Cc: Bennett, Derek; Weaver, Jim; White, Hal; Mungin-Davis, Queenie
Subject: RE: Collaboration
 
Hi Gary,
 
Good to hear from you. Here’s the report from our earlier work on the vulnerability indices:
http://nepis.epa.gov/Adobe/PDF/P100DF0O.pdf
 
Would be good to schedule a time in early September to discuss our mutual efforts. Let us know
some good times that are feasible for you.
 
Thanks,
Fran
 
 
Fran Kremer, Ph.D.
Associate National Program Director
Sustainable and Healthy Communities Research Program
Office of Research and Development
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
26 W. M. L. King Dr.
Cincinnati, OH 45268
513-569-7346
 
 
 
 


From: Lynn, Gary [mailto:Gary.Lynn@des.nh.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 11, 2014 3:47 PM
To: Kremer, Fran
Cc: Bennett, Derek
Subject: Collaboration
 
Fran, do you have any information on your current work on vulnerability indices?  We are prioritizing
sampling efforts for the new MtBE Remediation program and it might be an interesting tool to
incorporate into our new program.   
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Gary S. Lynn, P.E.
MtBE Remediation Bureau Administrator
Phone: (603) 271-8873
Email: Gary.Lynn@DES.nh.gov
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.
This Email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the individual or
entity to whom they are addressed.  This communication may contain material protected by law or regulation.  If you
are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the Email for the intended recipient, be advised
that you have received this Email in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this
Email is strictly prohibited.  If you believe that you have received this Email in error, please notify me at the
Department of Environmental Services at 603.271.8873.
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Investors Want More SEC Scrutiny of Companies' Climate Disclosures


Posted April 17, 2015, 3:48 P.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


A group of institutional investors representing nearly $2 trillion in assets is calling on the Securities
and Exchange Commission to place more scrutiny on oil and gas companies' disclosures of climate change-
related risks.


The investors, which include the Rockefeller Brothers Fund and the California Public Employees'
Retirement System, said in a letter today to SEC Chairwoman Mary Jo White, “we are concerned that oil
and gas companies are not disclosing sufficient information about several converging factors that,
together, will profoundly affect the economics of the industry.”


These “carbon asset risks” include government policies to limit carbon emissions, the possibility of
reduced global demand for oil as early as 2020 and capital expenditures on increasingly high-cost, carbon-
intensive oil and gas exploration projects, such as Arctic drilling, they said.


“We believe it is crucial that SEC staff closely scrutinize oil and gas companies’ reporting on carbon
asset risks under existing SEC rules,” the letter said.


The SEC declined to comment on the letter.


DOT Issues Orders, Advisories on Flammable Liquid Rail Transport


Posted April 17, 2015, 1:10 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


The Transportation Department issued today a package of speed limit, inspection and response
requirements, advisories and requests for crude oil, ethanol and other flammable liquids shippers and rail
carriers, all of which take effect immediately.


The department issued an emergency order that requires certain trains carrying Class 3 flammable
liquids to restrict their speed to 40 miles per hour in specific urban areas. A separate safety advisory
recommends that railroads conduct pre-departure inspections of certain trains' brakes and mechanics and
lower the threshold for determining when to replace a wheel. Another safety advisory urges carriers and
shippers to have certain information accessible for federal investigators in case of a derailment.


Several of these actions apply to “high-hazard flammable” trains or, as defined under these latest
actions, trains that are moving 20 or more tank cars of a Class 3 flammable liquid, including crude oil and
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ethanol, in a continuous block or that are moving 35 or more tank cars of these liquids. Such trains would
include at least one older DOT-111 tank car or newer CPC-1232 standard car that is transporting these
liquids.


With increased transport of oil by rail, crude oil train derailments have occurred more frequently in
recent years and have harmed the environment, property and the public.


House, Senate to Begin Legislative Hearings Related to Broad Energy Bill


Posted April 17, 2015, 1:13 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


House and Senate lawmakers developing broad energy legislation have scheduled the first in what is
expected to be a series of hearings on their bills.


In the House, an Energy and Commerce subcommittee has scheduled an April 23 hearing on
“legislative language to create a 21st century energy and manufacturing workforce.”


Specifically, a planned section of the bill will direct the Energy Department to “establish a
comprehensive program to improve education and training for energy and manufacturing-related jobs,”
said a hearing notice sent out by the Subcommittee on Energy and Power.


Other parts of the bill, which the committee plans to bring to the floor later this year, include titles on
infrastructure, “energy diplomacy,” and energy efficiency, according to a bill framework released by
Republican committee leaders in February.


Rep. Ed Whitfield (R-Ky.), the subcommittee's chair, told Bloomberg BNA April 15 “in the next three
weeks or so the committee should be ready to move.”


In the Senate, an April 30 hearing on energy efficiency will mark the first of a series of hearings on
comprehensive energy legislation being developed by Energy and Natural Resources Chairman Lisa
Murkowski (R-Alaska).


The hearing will include legislation (S. 720) by Sens. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and Jeanne Shaheen (D-
N.H.) that has been long stalled. A smaller version of the bill (S. 535) passed the Senate by voice vote in
March.


Several Nations, Companies Pledge to End Gas Flaring


Posted April 17, 2015, 3:29 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


Officials of nine national governments and 10 companies pledged today to stop the routine flaring of
natural gas by 2030, an initiative sponsored by the United Nations and the World Bank.


The “Zero Routine Flaring by 2030” initiative also was endorsed by six development institutions,
starting with the World Bank itself.


Flaring routinely occurs when gas emerges along with oil from wells where no gas pipeline exists to
transport the gas to a market. In many areas, a market for gas does not exist. Economic, political and
regulatory barriers all can impede the infrastructure and market investments that reduce flaring.


Government commitments to the initiative came from Angola, Cameroon, Republic of Congo, France,
Gabon, Kazakhstan, Norway, Russia and Uzbekistan.


Companies committing to the initiative included five partly or wholly commercial enterprises and five
companies entirely owned by governments: BG Group Plc, Eni S.p.A., Statoil ASA, Total S.A., Royal Dutch
Shell Plc and national petroleum companies of Azerbaijan, Cameroon, Republic of Congo, Ecuador and
Kuwait.


Interior Looks at Higher Royalties, Fees for Onshore Oil, Gas Work


Posted April 17, 2015, 3:58 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


The Interior Department opened the regulatory process today on steps that could raise royalty rates,
rental payments, minimum bid levels, bonding requirements and civil penalties on oil and gas companies
working on onshore federal lands.
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The department released an advance notice of proposed rulemaking to seek public comment on
whether the rates, rents, penalties and other financial requirements should be raised—a step the
department referred to as opening a public dialogue.


Some responses were swift.


Julia Bell, spokeswoman for the House Natural Resources Committee, issued a statement saying, “At a
time when oil and natural gas production on state and private land is up 89 percent since 2010, and
federal production is down 10 percent, it’s unbelievable that we have yet another regulatory assault from
the Obama administration on energy development on federal lands.”


The Independent Petroleum Association of America said the higher costs would kill jobs and reduce
energy production.


Yukon Will Allow Hydraulic Fracturing With Conditions


Posted April 17, 2015, 4:02 P.M. ET


By Jeremy Hainsworth


Canada's Yukon territory said yesterday that it will accept hydraulic fracturing in shale gas
development as long as it is responsible, confined to southeast Yukon's Liard Basin and has the approval of
affected aboriginal people.


The basin is believed to hold more than 176 trillion cubic meters of gas.


The announcement comes three years after the territory declared a moratorium on fracking. It follows
the release of 21 recommendations in a January report from the Yukon Legislature's Select Committee
Regarding the Risks and Benefits of Hydraulic Fracturing. The recommendations cover public consultation,
economic impacts, water, greenhouse gases and other emissions, and the effects of fracking on land,
seismic activity and human health, among other issues.


“There has not been enough monitoring around shale gas well sites to understand the behavior of
chemical additives used in hydraulic fracturing or the long-term impacts on groundwater quality,” the
report said.


The Final Report of the Select Committee Regarding the Risks and Benefits of Hydraulic Fracturing is
available at http://op.bna.com/env.nsf/r?Open=jfoy-9vnpjb.


Chief Executive Officers Urge Swift Action on Climate Change


Posted April 17, 2015, 2:24 P.M. ET


By Stefan Nicola


The heads of 43 companies, including Ikea, Dow Chemical Co. and HSBC Holdings Plc, have called for
swift action on climate change, a sign that businesses are prepared for a United Nations deal this year on
limiting fossil fuel emissions.


The chief executive officers in an open letter promised to move their own businesses toward a low-
carbon economy and called on world leaders to seal an ambitious global agreement on curbing greenhouse
gas emissions at a December meeting in Paris. The executives oversee companies in 20 industries with a
combined $1.2 trillion in sales last year.


“This initiative is a significant commitment in efforts to combat climate change,” Iberdrola SA CEO
Ignacio Galan said in an e-mailed statement. “As businesses, we have the obligation to contribute to
sustainable development by fully integrating the environmental dimension in our strategy and
management.”


The letter, signed by executives from mobile phone company Ericsson AB, insurer Allianz SE and the
biggest wind turbine maker, Vestas Wind Systems A/S, is a message to envoys from some 190 nations to
ratchet up ambitions for the Paris climate change meeting that the UN is organizing.


With greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuel combustion at record levels, global temperatures are
on track to warm by 3.6 degrees Celsius by the end of the century. That is the quickest shift in the climate
in 10,000 years, which scientists say raises risks of more violent storms and rising seas.


©2015 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission


Jeb Bush ‘Concerned' About Climate Change, Says RFS Needs to Be Phased Out
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Posted April 17, 2015, 1:12 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Likely 2016 Republican presidential candidate Jeb Bush said today he is concerned about climate
change but believes energy conservation and cheap natural gas can be used to address global warming.


“The climate is changing and I’m concerned about that,” Bush said during remarks at New England
Council’s “Politics and Eggs” event in Manchester, N.H. “But to be honest with you, I’m more concerned
about the hollowing out of our country, the hollowing out of our industrial core, the hollowing out of our
ability to compete in an increasingly competitive world.”


In addition, the former Florida governor said the renewable fuel standard mandating refiners and
others to blend an increasing amount of ethanol and other biofuels into the motorfuel supply “needs to be
phased out over a period of time.”


China Releases National Water Pollution Action Plan


Posted April 17, 2015, 3:21 P.M. ET


By Michael Standaert


In a bid to address severe water pollution following decades of rapid development, China issued a
long-awaited water pollution action plan that expands scrutiny over polluters and heavy users of the
country's water systems.


The plan released by China's cabinet, the State Council, aims for gradual improvements of the
country's water systems by 2020 and major improvements by 2030, with a fully established system to
protect and preserve water resources by 2050, according to the announcement made yesterday.


By 2020, China aims to have more than 70 percent of the water resources in seven key river basins—
including the heavily polluted Yangtze and Yellow rivers—clean enough to use for drinking water.


The plan takes effect immediately, but provincial and local governments will begin crafting and
implementing their own local strategies in the next several months.


Water price reforms, first for industrial water use and later for agriculture, are included in the plan, as
are calls for establishing tax and financial policies to guide water conservation and protection.


Provincial and local governments will be graded on how they are controlling water pollution and
resources through a new water quality monitoring system to be established, which will be factored into the
promotion of officials, the plan said.
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Obama Signs 2015 Spending Bill That Would Cut $60 Million From EPA


Posted December 17, 2014, 11:20 A.M. ET


By Cheryl Bolen


President Barack Obama late yesterday signed the massive appropriations bill (H.R. 83), which will
provide full-year funding for most of the federal government and partial-year funding for the Department
of Homeland Security.


The $1.1 trillion measure contains 11 regular spending bills that will guide spending for most of the
government through the remainder of fiscal year 2015. Congress only funded the DHS through Feb. 27, to
protest the president's recent executive actions on immigration.


“One element of this legislation, for all its flaws, is that it does endow our economy with a certain level
of certainty,” White House press secretary Josh Earnest said earlier in the day.


“That said . . . we would welcome a return to the more conventional appropriations process, where
individual appropriations bills are debated at the subcommittee level of the appropriations committee and
advanced through the process in that way,” Earnest said.


The spending package would reduce funding for the Environmental Protection Agency by $60.1 million
from the prior fiscal year level, bringing the agency's staffing to its lowest level since 1989.


Various Groups Expect Coal Ash Rule to Anger Some


Posted December 17, 2014, 3:56 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Parties closely watching the rulemaking expect the Environmental Protection Agency's final regulation
on the management and disposal of coal ash to anger at least some groups and said litigation on the
proposal is a near certainty.


Coal ash recyclers said the EPA has signaled that it intends to regulate the residue from coal-fired
power plants under the nonhazardous waste provisions of Subtitle D of the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act. They believe the regulation will promote recycling and reuse of the material, but still favor
congressional action next year.


Environmental advocates hope the agency instead will regulate coal ash under the hazardous waste
provisions of Subtitle C of RCRA, which would create federally enforceable standards for the storage,
handling, transport and disposal of the material.
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The EPA is under a Dec. 19 court-approved consent decree to finalize coal ash regulations. The agency
has said its “current thinking” is the Subtitle D option could be “adequate” to protect human health and
the environment, but has not definitively stated which option it will select in the final rule.


Senators Optimistic About Climate Agreement Following Lima Talks


Posted December 17, 2014, 1:52 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Senate climate change advocates are optimistic an agreement reached in Lima has created a solid
foundation for the U.S. and other nations to reach a binding international agreement in 2015 in Paris.


Democratic senators said in interviews yesterday that a joint announcement from the U.S. and China
in November has also jump-started hopes for an ambitious and aggressive final agreement in Paris. They
also hoped the U.S. and India would make announcements related to climate change during President
Barack Obama's visit to that country in January, though any announcements are expected to be much
more modest than those with China.


“I think [Lima] is a solid foundation for Paris and I think the major change is America has begun to
lead again,” Sen. Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii) told Bloomberg BNA. “We need to understand that this may be a
little unwieldy as we move forward, but the important thing is that America has taken the first and most
necessary step.”


Climate negotiators salvaged a modest agreement in the early hours of Dec. 14 following two weeks of
discussions, but observers cautioned the Lima agreement left most of the contentious issues to be
resolved in the coming year. As part of the agreement, all nations agreed to submit plans for reducing
their emissions by Mar. 31, 2015, but negotiators removed language on a review process that could have
challenged them.


New York Announces Total Fracking Ban


Posted December 17, 2014, 1:32 P.M. ET


By Gerald B. Silverman


The administration of Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo announced today that hydraulic fracturing will be banned
in New York state due to public health and environmental concerns.


The announcement was made at a publicly broadcast cabinet meeting in which acting state Health
Commissioner Howard Zucker released the results of a long-awaited health study.


State Environmental Conservation Commissioner Joseph Martens said the decision will be formalized in
an environmental impact statement to be released early next year. The impact statement will not be
subject to public comment, he said.


Inslee Announces Cap-and-Trade Program for Washington


Posted December 17, 2014, 2:44 P.M. ET


By Susan McInerney


Washington Gov. Jay Inslee (D) today proposed an extensive program aimed at cutting the state's
greenhouse gas emissions, with a focus on putting a price on carbon emissions.


In the upcoming legislative session, Inslee will introduce the Carbon Pollution Accountability Act, which
would require polluters to pay for their carbon pollution by requiring them to purchase at auction
allowances for their emissions. The emissions would be capped, and that cap will be ramped down each
year.


Allowances for emissions could be traded under the Inslee program.


He also announced a series of proposals to cut greenhouse gas emissions in the state, including:
extending sales tax exemptions for the purchase of electric, natural gas, propane and hydrogen-powered
vehicles; instructing the state Department of Ecology to draft clean fuel standards; establishing an
electric-vehicle infrastructure fund to provide financial assistance for constructing high-speed charging
stations; and providing additional funding for mass transit using some of the nearly $1 billion in revenue
expected from the proceeds of allowance sales.


Murkowski Vows Action on Energy Efficiency Bill in New Year
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Posted December 17, 2014, 3:58 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The incoming chairwoman of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee vowed to move
long-stalled energy efficiency legislation next year, after an attempt to pass a slimmed-down version of
the bill was blocked.


“I am certainly committed to working with my colleagues in the New Year to advance what again is
just simple common sense,” Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) said on the Senate floor, after Republican
objections blocked passage of H.R. 2126 by unanimous consent.


The bill, which passed the House by a vote of 375-36, would loosen energy efficiency standards for
grid-enabled water heaters, increase energy efficiency in government data centers and promote energy
efficiency in commercial buildings.


EPRI Holding Public Auction of Stewardship Credits in March


Posted December 17, 2014, 3:43 P.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


The Electric Power Research Institute plans in March 2015 to hold the first public auction of
stewardship credits generated by farming practices that reduce a pound of nitrogen or phosphorus and
yield ancillary benefits, such as protecting pollinator habitat, sequestering carbon or avoiding greenhouse
gas emissions.


The upcoming auction will sell credits generated by farmers in Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky operating
under the interstate Ohio River Basin Trading Project that EPRI spearheaded. The stewardship credits,
which will be retired immediately upon purchase, can be used to meet corporate sustainability goals or
supplemental environmental projects in the three states. The credits, however, will not be eligible to meet
Clean Water Act discharge permits requirements, according to EPRI.


Although EPRI hasn't announced the exact date of the auction, the nonprofit has asked potential
buyers to submit their interest by Feb. 1 to Jessica Fox, EPRI program manager. Potential buyers will be
required to be physically present at the auction and will have to agree to a minimum purchase
commitment of $20,000 for publicly traded companies, or $5,000 for individuals, nonprofits and
municipalities.


EU Chemicals Agency Adds Six Substances of Very High Concern


Posted December 17, 2014, 12:56 P.M. ET


By Stephen Gardner


The European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) today said it added six chemicals judged to have
carcinogenic, mutagenic and reprotoxic properties to the European Union list of substances of very high
concern (SVHCs) under the REACH (Regulation No. 1907/2006 on the registration, evaluation, and
authorization of chemicals) regulation.


The substances, which bring the total number on the SVHC list to 161, are two cadmium compounds
(cadmium fluoride and cadmium sulfate), two ultraviolet absorbers (2-(2H-benzotriazol-2-yl)-4,6-
ditertpentylphenol (UV-328) and 2-benzotriazol-2-yl-4,6-di-tert-butylphenol (UV-320)), and 2-ethylhexyl
10-ethyl-4,4-dioctyl-7-oxo-8-oxa-3,5-dithia-4-stannatetradecanoate.


The sixth chemical listed was a reaction chemical that goes by the name reaction mass of 2-ethylhexyl
10-ethyl-4,4-dioctyl-7-oxo-8-oxa-3,5-dithia-4-stannatetradecanoate and 2-ethylhexyl 10-ethyl-4-[[2-[(2-
ethylhexyl)oxy]-2-oxoethyl]thio]-4-octyl-7-oxo-8-oxa-3,5-dithia-4-stannatetradecanoate.


The listing of a substance as an SVHC can be a preliminary step to its inclusion in Annex XIV of
REACH. Presently, Annex XIV contains 31 substances. ECHA said EU member state representatives in a
regulatory committee agreed to the listing of the substances as SVHCs during a meeting Dec. 8–11.


Final EPA New Use Rule Covers Chemicals in Manufactured Goods


Posted December 17, 2014, 2:00 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


A final new use rule the Environmental Protection Agency released today would require any company
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planning to make or use 11 chemicals and chemical groups to notify the agency 90 days before doing so.
It also would require notification if the company is importing textiles, sofas or other manufactured goods
that contain one or more of nine of the chemicals.


Importers of textiles and other products made with nine benzidine-based chemicals have the potential
to be the most affected by the rule.


The chemicals, which formerly largely were used for dyes, are not made in or imported into the U.S.,
nor could the agency find evidence of the use of these nine chemicals outside this country, the EPA said.


The new use rule would prevent any company from starting to make in the U.S. or import into this
country the nine benzidine-based chemicals, and two additional chemicals, unless the company notifies the
agency first so that EPA can review the proposed production or use and determine whether it would pose
an unreasonable risk.


In addition to the nine benzidine-based chemicals, the significant new use rule regulates: di-n-pentyl
phthalate (DnPP), one of a group of chemicals collectively known as phthalates and used to make
polyvinylchloride (PVC) more flexible; and alkanes, C12-13, chloro, part of a group of chemicals known as
short-chain chlorinated paraffins that used to be used as lubricants and coolants in metal cutting and
metal forming operations.


The agency took the action due to human health and ecological concerns about the chemicals.


‘Minimal’ New Wind Projects Expected After Tax Credit Extension


Posted December 17, 2014, 1:12 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


An extension of the wind production tax credit through Dec. 31 was approved by the Senate last night
as part of broader tax legislation, but it isn't expected to spur many new wind projects, according to
representatives of the wind energy industry and others who sought a longer-term extension.


The $6.4 billion extension of the 2.3 cent per-kilowatt-hour tax credit was among the expired energy
incentives retroactively extended in H.R. 5771, which the Senate approved on a 76–16 vote and sent to
President Barack Obama for his signature.


“Unfortunately, the extension to the end of 2014 will only allow minimal new wind development, and it
will have expired again by the time the new Congress convenes,” Tom Kiernan, chief executive officer of
the American Wind Energy Association, said in a statement.


Senate Approves Nominees Including Cruden by Voice Vote


Posted December 17, 2014, 11:14 A.M. ET


By Lynn Garner


The Senate late yesterday confirmed John Cruden as assistant attorney general for environment and
natural resources.


During his confirmation hearing in February, Cruden said he would focus on enforcing and defending
the nation's environmental laws and policies. He also cited stewardship of natural resources and public
lands and Native American rights as other key areas on which he would focus.


Cruden has been president of the nonprofit Environmental Law Institute, and he previously worked at
the Justice Department.


Also yesterday, the Senate confirmed Colette D. Honorable, a Democrat, to the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission.


Senators also confirmed Christopher Smith to be assistant secretary of fossil energy at the Department
of Energy.


Estevan R. Lopez was confirmed to be commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation at the Interior
Department.


The nominees were approved by voice vote.


They were among a flurry of presidential executive and judicial nominations being processed by
Democrats as their control of the Senate comes to a close.
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


EPA Imposes Moratorium on Most New Uses of Neonicotinoids


Posted April 02, 2015, 3:49 P.M. ET


By David Schultz


The Environmental Protection Agency will not approve any new outdoor uses for neonicotinoid
pesticides until it finishes a comprehensive review of their effects on pollinator insects, the agency
announced today.


In a letter sent today to the manufacturers of these pesticides, including Bayer CropScience, Syngenta
and other agrochemical companies, Jack Housenger, the head of the EPA Office of Pesticide Programs, said
the agency “does not believe it has sufficient information to support a determination that new outdoor
uses” of the insecticides would be safe for the environment.


Neonicotinoids, among the most widely used pesticides in U.S. agriculture, have come under intense
scrutiny in recent years for their possible links to large declines in the numbers of bees and other
pollinator insects. In his letter, Housenger said his office would still be willing to approve a new use for a
neonicotinoid product if a pest management emergency arises.


Decision to Protect Bat Species Triggers Worries, Relief, Lawsuit


Posted April 02, 2015, 3:29 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


Industry groups expressed their discomfort and in some cases their relief Wednesday after the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service said it would list the northern long-eared bat as a threatened species under the
Endangered Species Act.


The reactions were mixed in part because the service also said it was issuing an interim special rule to
govern conservation measures—a strategy that can limit the impact of habitat protections on some
commercial and industrial sectors.


The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, whose members rely on transmission of electricity
across much of the U.S. countryside, expressed its relief that the status of the species would be
“threatened” rather than the more protective and burdensome “endangered.”


The American Forest & Paper Association issued a statement saying, “While we believe this action is
preferable to Fish and Wildlife’s original proposal to list as endangered, we hope the service will exempt
forest management activities that support rural communities and forest products manufacturing activities.”
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The Center for Biological Diversity, an environmental activist group, launched a lawsuit charging that
the Fish and Wildlife Service had violated the National Environmental Policy Act by adopting the interim
special rule without an environmental impact analysis and consideration of alternatives.


Seven Chemicals' Potential to Cause Cancer Under IARC Review


Posted April 02, 2015, 3:28 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


The World Health Organization's cancer agency will review a flame retardant, two solvents and four
other industrial chemicals in February 2016 to classify the compounds as to their cancer-causing potential.


WHO's International Agency for Research on Cancer will review: tetrabromobisphenol A, a flame
retardant (CAS No. 79-94-7); the solvents 1-bromopropane (CAS No. 106-94-5) and dimethylformamide
(CAS No. 68-12-2); and hydrazine (CAS No. 302-01-2); 2-mercaptobenzothiazole (CAS No. 149-30-4); 3-
chloro-2-methylpropene (CAS No. 563-47-3); and dimethyl-p-toluidine (CAS No. 99-97-8), the agency
said in a preliminary list of chemicals it posted online March 31.


IARC will accept through June 1 nominations for expert scientists who could serve on the review
panel.


Organizations wanting to observe the meeting should contact IARC by Oct. 5, 2015.


The agency will accept data on carcinogenicity and related information for the seven chemicals until
Jan. 4, 2016.


The chemicals will be reviewed at IARC's headquarters in Lyon, France, from Feb. 2-9, 2016.


Eliminating Corn Ethanol Mandate May Hurt Cellulosic Fuel, Report Says


Posted April 02, 2015, 2:54 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


Eliminating conventional corn ethanol from the renewable fuel standard blending mandate could
jeopardize efforts to develop advanced cellulosic fuels, a centrist think tank said in a report.


Companies that produce corn ethanol also account for 80 percent of the cellulosic biofuel industry's
commercial production capacity and eliminating the conventional ethanol mandate from the renewable fuel
standard would undermine their ability to invest in new fuel technologies, the group Third Way said in its
April 2 report, “Cellulosic Ethanol is Getting a Big Boost from Corn, for Now.”


“For the most part, these larger plants have been spearheaded by established companies with a
sizeable presence in the corn ethanol industry as producers, suppliers, or service providers,” the report
said.


The report comes after the introduction of bills in both houses of Congress to strip the corn ethanol
mandate out of the annual renewable fuel standard blending requirements, leaving only the requirement
that petroleum refiners blend advanced biofuels such as cellulosic ethanol into their products. Calls to
repeal the renewable fuel standard have intensified after the Environmental Protection Agency failed to
issue its final rule for 2014. The agency has also missed the deadline to issue standards for 2015. Instead,
the EPA said it plans to issue standards for 2014, 2015 and 2016 this year in an effort to get that program
back on its statutory deadlines.


Plan for Naval Training Exercises Violated Environmental Laws, Court Says


Posted April 02, 2015, 1:58 P.M. ET


By Carolyn Whetzel


A five-year plan that NOAA's Marine Fisheries Service approved for U.S. Navy training and testing off
of the coasts of Hawaii and Southern California failed to adequately assess the exercises' impacts on
marine mammals, a federal court ruled.


Environmental advocates had challenged a Fisheries Service final rule that found the exercises would
have a “negligible” effect on whales, dolphins, sea lions, seals and other sea life. The U.S. District Court
for the District of Hawaii issued its decision March 31.


The court is giving the parties until April 15 to propose a schedule for further proceedings to determine
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an appropriate remedy for the violations of the Marine Mammal Protection Act, Endangered Species Act
and National Environmental Policy Act.


Wendy Goo, a spokeswoman for the Fisheries Service in Hawaii, told Bloomberg BNA the agency “is
evaluating the ruling.”


Sage Grouse Inventory Catalogs Conservation Efforts in 11 States


Posted April 02, 2015, 2:56 P.M. ET


By Tripp Baltz


The Western Governors' Association has released its 2014 inventory of measures adopted in 11 states
to conserve greater sage grouse numbers and habitat.


The 2014 Sage Grouse Inventory highlights conservation work undertaken by public, private and
nongovernmental entities across the range of the chicken-sized, ground-dwelling bird. An appendix
published with the inventory identifies all sage grouse conservation initiatives reported by states and
counties since 2011.


Many of the steps taken are designed to prevent an Endangered Species Act listing for the bird, which
has faced threats associated with invasive grasses, wildfire, oil and gas activities, wind energy
development, hunting, recreation and residential development.


In 2010 the Fish and Wildlife Service determined the ESA listing of the bird was “warranted, but
precluded” by the need to address other, more urgent species first. The service is under a court order to
make a final determination for the bird by Sept. 30, 2015.


Quadrennial Energy Report Expected Out Before April Senate Hearing


Posted April 02, 2015, 2:46 P.M. ET


By Rebecca Kern


The anticipated Quadrennial Energy Report, an interagency assessment of national energy policy, is
expected to be released prior to an April 28 Senate hearing, a senior Department of Energy official said
today.


The Obama administration directed 22 agencies, including the DOE, to issue the report every four
years, with the first due Jan. 31, 2015. Now it is expected to be released prior to a Senate Energy and
Natural Resources Committee hearing April 28, which will focus on the report's recommendations, Melanie
Kenderdine, energy counselor to Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz, said at an Atlantic Council event.


The report will focus on energy transmission, storage and distribution infrastructure, and the
challenges facing the country's aging system used to transmit, transport and deliver energy. Such
challenges include climate change, cyber-security and supply and demand shifts, Kenderdine said.


In particular, the report will focus on the impact of growth of crude-by-rail shipments, which have
experienced a 20-fold increase since 2010, according to the latest statistics from the U.S. Energy
Information Administration.


From 2011 to 2012 alone, the number of crude-by-rail shipments increased by 423 percent, while
shipments by truck grew by 53 percent and shipments by barge grew by 38 percent, Kenderine said.


Transporting oil from the Bakken formation in North Dakota, Montana and Canada to refineries on the
East Coast is one of the largest drivers for increased crude-by-rail shipments, she said.


Fracking Operators Cited 2.5 Times Daily for Violations in Three States: Study


Posted April 02, 2015, 2:01 P.M. ET


By Mark Drajem


Oil and gas drillers ran afoul of regulators on average 2.5 times a day in three energy-intensive states
for mistakes such as wastewater spills, well leaks or pipeline ruptures during the boom in hydraulic
fracturing.


Online records in West Virginia, Pennsylvania and Colorado showed regulators issued 4,600 citations
from 2009 to 2013, the Natural Resources Defense Council said Thursday in a report. The report excluded
violations in 33 other states with drilling because such records aren’t available on the Internet.
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The vast majority of violations—about 4,000—were in Pennsylvania. West Virginia and Colorado
combined had about 600.


“It’s extremely difficult for the public to get this kind of information,” said Amy Mall, an author of the
report for the New York-based environmental advocate. “The companies are violating the law too often,
and we need policy solutions to increase transparency and to change the consequences for not complying”
with the rules, she said.


Hydraulic fracturing has sparked a production boom in long-bypassed energy states such as
Pennsylvania, site of the first U.S. oil well. The technique lets producers break apart the underground
shale formations and free trapped oil or gas.


The NRDC report tabulated citations issued by inspectors for breaching rules adopted to make sure
wells are constructed soundly and the wastewater is handled safely. Because of the way inspectors
categorize the violations, it is difficult to tell if any one issue was tied directly to fracking, Mall said.


©2015 Bloomberg Finance L.P. All Rights Reserved


Sixth Circuit Rules for Farmer in ‘Swampbuster' Case


Posted April 02, 2015, 1:56 P.M. ET


By Lars-Eric Hedberg


The Agriculture Department did not comply with its own regulations when it determined that a
Michigan farmer converted two acres of wetlands on his property for agricultural use, thus denying him
program benefits under the Food Security Act, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit ruled.


A unanimous panel concluded yesterday that the department failed to analyze whether Nicholas
Smith's purported conversion of wetlands to farmland would have only a minimal effect on surrounding
wetlands in Hillsdale County, located in the south-central part of the state.


Under the law's “swampbuster provision,” the federal government can deny farm program benefits to
a farmer who converts a wetland on his property “by draining, dredging, filling, leveling, or any other
means” for agricultural purposes.


The Agriculture Department, however, can exempt farmers whose conversion “will have a minimal
effect on the functional hydrological and biological value of” area wetlands, including the value to
wildlife.


Smith had lost his case against the Agriculture Department in district court, but the Sixth Circuit
reversed the decision and sent the case back to the lower court with instructions to direct the department
to consider Smith's minimal-effect evidence.


Scientists Find New Method to Monitor Methane in Streams


Posted April 02, 2015, 12:43 P.M. ET


By Leslie A. Pappas


Scientists have discovered a way to monitor methane levels in streams that may help identify
groundwater contamination from nearby shale gas wells.


Scientists from the U.S. Geological Survey, Pennsylvania State University and the University of Utah
recently published their report in Environmental Science and Technology about the technique, which was
used to detect elevated methane levels in a stream in northern Pennsylvania.


The method is important because it shows that streams may be used in addition to drinking water
wells to monitor and assess the impact of oil and gas development, the authors said. Stream methane
monitoring “provides the first watershed-scale method to assess groundwater contamination from shale-
gas development,” the authors write.


Water Heater Proposed Rule Withdrawn by DOE


Posted April 02, 2015, 3:54 P.M. ET


By Rebecca Kern


A proposed rule to establish a waiver process for large-volume electric storage water heaters is being
withdrawn by the Department of Energy following stakeholder opposition.
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The proposed rule, issued in February 2013, had intended to create a one-year waiver process for
manufacturers and/or utilities to request a waiver granting an exemption from energy conservation
standards for certain large-volume electric storage water heaters, holding more than 55 gallons, under
specific conditions, according to a DOE notice set to publish today.


This would essentially exempt manufacturers from meeting energy conservation standards set in 2010
for a limited number of electric storage water heaters for a one-year period, provided they are used in
residences enrolled in the utility electric thermal storage programs.


The proposed rule received push back from stakeholders, particularly power companies, that said the
one-year waiver process was too short and didn't provide enough certainty for manufacturers, and the
waiver process was overly burdensome.
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Eight Attorneys General Back Proposed Waters of the U.S. Rule


Posted September 16, 2014, 1:53 P.M. ET


By Amena Saiyid


Led by New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman, eight attorneys general today said they support
the proposed waters of the U.S. rule that would clarify which of the nation's waters and wetlands fall under
Clean Water Act jurisdiction.


In their comments, the attorneys general said they support the rule because it is based on peer-
reviewed science, protects the nation's interconnected waters, and clarifies confusion over the application
of Clean Water Act.


The comments were submitted to the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers by the attorneys general from Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Maryland, Rhode Island,
Washington and the District of Columbia.


The EPA and the corps are taking comment until Oct. 20 on the joint proposed rule that would bring
under federal jurisdiction all tributaries of streams, lakes, ponds and impoundments, as well as wetlands
that affect the chemical, physical and biological integrity of larger, navigable downstream waters (79 Fed.
Reg. 22,188).


Legal Status Won't Be Affected by Waters of U.S. Rule, Memo Says


Posted September 16, 2014, 1:57 P.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


The proposed waters of the U.S. rule is unlikely to change existing Clean Water Act jurisdictional
determinations, permits, or mitigation requirements associated with jurisdictional waters, according to a
legal memorandum by the American College of Environmental Lawyers released late yesterday.


However, the memorandum questioned how the proposed rule would be applied to waters that
previously were not jurisdictional but upon reevaluation may be found to be jurisdictional. It asked
whether the new jurisdictional status would be applied retroactively or would the prior status be
grandfathered.


The ACOEL memorandum, which the Environmental Council of the States sought, provides legal
context and analysis of the proposed waters of the U.S. rule, and discusses how the proposed rule would
affect pending and existing jurisdictional determinations, permits and mitigation.
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The Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers jointly proposed the rule
that would bring under federal jurisdiction all tributaries of streams, lakes, ponds and impoundments, as
well as wetlands that affect the chemical, physical and biological integrity of larger, navigable downstream
waters (79 Fed. Reg. 22,188).


The rulemaking would clarify the definition of which waters or wetlands are considered “waters of the
U.S.” triggering federal requirements, such as permitting, state water quality certification and oil spill
response


Hoeven Pipeline Permitting Bill Designed to Prevent Keystone-Like Delays


Posted September 16, 2014, 2:14 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The need for a presidential permit for pipelines crossing international boundaries would be eliminated
under legislation introduced today by Sen. John Hoeven (R-N.D.).


The North American Energy Infrastructure Act also would impose a 120-day limit on the State
Department to make a decision following a National Environmental Policy Act review and would expedite
natural gas pipeline permits to Canada and Mexico, according to a bill summary.


“Hopefully, it will prevent something like Keystone from happening in the future,” Hoeven told
reporters, referring to the proposed U.S.-Canada pipeline by TransCanada Corp.


Similar legislation (H.R. 3301) has been approved in the House.


TransCanada Chief ‘Frustrated’ by Linkage of Keystone to Warming


Posted September 16, 2014, 3:39 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


TransCanada Corp. chief executive officer Russ Girling told reporters today he is “frustrated” by critics
of the Keystone pipeline who have cast the project as a symbol of increased greenhouse gas emissions
and warming.


“It's been caught up in this debate it has nothing to do with,” Girling said. “Actual people that are
impacted by this project are supportive and willing to move forward with it,” Girling said during a meeting
with reporters on Capitol Hill.


“Those that are in places on the coasts who want to go to these rallies, who know nothing about the
route in South Dakota, or Montana, or Nebraska, have piled in with this other issue,” Girling said. “As you
can tell I'm a bit frustrated by that. I don't know how to separate it.”


A final environmental review of the $5.4 billion project, released by the State Department in January,
found the pipeline would increase emissions by 1.3 million tons to 27.4 million tons of carbon dioxide each
year, though environmentalists have called those figures underestimates.


The pipeline, which was first proposed by TransCanada in 2008 to transport oil from oil sands in
Alberta, Canada, to an existing segment of pipeline in Steele City, Neb., is pending approval by the State
Department because it crosses an international boundary.


Senate Votes to Confirm Two Nuclear Regulators


Posted September 16, 2014, 3:12 P.M. ET


By Lynn Garner


The Senate voted Sept. 16 to confirm Jeffery M. Baran and Stephen G. Burns to fill vacancies on the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission.


The largely partisan vote was 56-44 for Baran and 60-40 for Burns.


Republicans said the nominees lacked the technical expertise needed for the job. Democrats said they
were well qualified to act on policy issues.


Baran is a Democratic staff attorney for energy and environment issues on the House Energy and
Commerce Committee and an aide to Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Calif.).


Burns is the top lawyer for the OECD's Nuclear Energy Agency and was an NRC lawyer for three
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decades.


They will hold Democratic seats and will join NRC Chairman Allison Macfarlane in a 3-2 Democratic
majority on the five-member commission.


Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) rushed the nominations through quickly in order to fill the
two empty seats before the Nov. 4 elections, which could see Republicans taking control of the Senate.


EPA Rejects Most of New York’s $511 Million Tappan Zee Loan


Posted September 16, 2014, 3:45 P.M. ET


By Freeman Klopott


A $511 million loan approved by a New York environmental agency to help fund construction of a new
$4 billion Tappan Zee Bridge was rejected almost entirely by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
today.


The loan approved by the New York State Environmental Facilities Corp. in June was meant to drive
down borrowing costs for the new span across the Hudson River, with half of it being provided at zero
interest. The state said it could use the funds from a loan program for clean water projects.


The EPA said today in a letter to state officials that building a bridge doesn't fit the intent of the
program, which is backed by federal dollars. The agency said only $29.1 million could be allowed.


“Construction activities arising from transportation projects do not advance water quality,” Joan
Matthews, the regional director of the clean water division, wrote in the letter, which was posted on the
EPA's website. “No other state has made a request of this type or magnitude.”


©2014 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission.


Coal Bed Methane, Chlorine Sectors Won't Get New Effluent Limits: EPA


Posted September 16, 2014, 3:36 P.M. ET


By Amena Saiyid


Wastewater effluent limits will not be set for either the coal bed methane extraction industry or the
chlorine and chlorinated hydrocarbon manufacturing industry under the Environmental Protection Agency's
final 2012 effluent guidelines program plan published today (79 Fed. Reg. 55,472).


The EPA also won't revise effluent limits for the meat and poultry products and the pulp, paper and
paperboard industries.


Rather, the EPA said it would move forward with rulemakings to establish final effluent limits for the
power plant sector and to propose pretreatment standards for mercury in dental amalgam that is
discharged by dental offices to publicly owned wastewater treatment plants.


The agency in June 2013 signed proposed effluent guidelines to limit toxic discharges from about
1,200 oil, gas, coal and nuclear power plants.


Section 304(m) of the Clean Water Act requires EPA to publish a schedule every two years for annually
reviewing and possibly revising effluent guidelines that have been promulgated as required by Section
304(b) of the water act.


Under Section 304(b), the EPA regulates the discharge of pollutants from industries directly to surface
waters through effluent limitation guidelines, and indirect discharges via wastewater treatments plants
through pretreatment standards. Both regulatory limits are based on available technology.


California Governor Signs Groundwater Management Package


Posted September 16, 2014, 3:42 P.M. ET


By Carolyn Whetzel


California Gov. Jerry Brown (D) today signed into law legislation providing for the first time a statewide
system for managing groundwater resources.


Signed at the Capitol in Sacramento, the three-bill package establishes a framework for local and
regional management of groundwater, but includes provisions for state oversight should local efforts
fail.
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In a signing message, Brown said that “the state's primary role is to provide guidance and technical
support on how to plan for a more sustainable future and to step in on an interim basis when, but only
when, local agencies fail to exercise their responsibilities as set forth in this legislation.”


S.B. 1168, S.B. 139 and A.B. 1739 require the formation of local groundwater management agencies
by 2017. Agencies with groundwater basins identified as being in overdraft must adopt management plans
by 2020. Other higher- and medium-priority basins have until 2022 to develop sustainability plans.


The bills give the local and regional agencies until 2040 to achieve their sustainability goals.


“California will no longer be the only Western state that does not manage its groundwater,” state Sen.
Fran Pavley (D), author of two of the measures, said today in a written statement. “These bills take a
balanced approach—they protect property rights and incentivize local control.”


Revised Bill to Update Chemicals Law May Resurface, Sources Say


Posted September 16, 2014, 12:37 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


Revised legislation to modernize the Toxic Substances Control Act is poised to move this week, parties
tracking the legislation have told Bloomberg BNA.


The modernization effort has been stalled in the Senate since July 31, 2013, due to concerns state
officials and environmental organizations raised.


Sens. David Vitter (R-La.) and Mark Udall (D-Colo.) have been working to address those concerns, and
the revised bill deserves careful examination, critics and supporters of a previous bipartisan TSCA-
modernization bill, the Chemical Safety Improvement Act (S. 1009), told Bloomberg BNA.


EPA Extends Comment Period for Power Plant Carbon Rule by 45 Days


Posted September 16, 2014, 2:09 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency will extend the public comment period for the first proposed
carbon dioxide emissions standards for existing power plants, Janet McCabe, the agency's acting assistant
administrator for air and radiation, said today.


The new comment deadline is Dec. 1. The comment period had been set to expire Oct. 16.


This month, 53 senators asked the EPA to extend the comment period. States and industry groups also
have asked the EPA to extend the comment period.


The EPA's proposed rule, released in June, would set carbon dioxide emissions rates for existing power
plants in each state, with state agencies administering those emissions standards under Section 111(d) of
the Clean Air Act. The EPA anticipates that the proposal could reduce carbon dioxide emissions from
existing power plants by 30 percent by 2030, compared with 2005 levels.


Consumers Energy Agrees to Spend $1 Billion on Air Pollution Controls


Posted September 16, 2014, 1:41 P.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


Consumers Energy, a subsidiary of CMS Energy Corp., has agreed to spend about $1 billion on
pollution control technologies at five of its coal-fired power plants in Michigan, according to a proposed
settlement announced today.


The settlement with the Justice Department and the Environmental Protection Agency would resolve
claims that the company violated the Clean Air Act by modifying facilities in a way that caused the release
of excess sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides.


The settlement also would require Consumers Energy to pay a civil penalty of $2.75 million to resolve
Clean Air Act violations and spend at least $7.7 million on projects that will benefit the environment and
local communities.


The proposed settlement was lodged with the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan
and is subject to a 30-day public comment period and final court approval.



mailto:prizzuto@bna.com

mailto:achilders@bna.com

mailto:avittorio@bna.com

http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-09/documents/consumerenergyco-cd.pdf





Some Diesel Grantees Didn't Meet Requirements: EPA Inspector General


Posted September 16, 2014, 1:40 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


Several recipients of federal diesel emissions reduction grants awarded with stimulus funds failed to
meet various requirements for accepting the funding, according to the Environmental Protection Agency's
inspector general.


The inspector general, in a report released yesterday, said that audits of six diesel emissions reduction
projects funded under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 revealed that some grant
recipients misunderstood requirements of their grant agreements, while others did not receive adequate
guidance from the EPA.


The diesel emissions grants, commonly referred to as DERA grants, fund projects to reduce air
pollution from diesel engines in locomotives, trucks and other vehicles. The EPA awarded $294 million in
DERA grants with stimulus funds. The six grantees audited by the inspector general received a total of
$26.3 million in grants.


The inspector general questioned a total of $23.8 million, or about 90 percent, of the funding awarded
under those grant agreements based on its audits.


The audits found that four of the six grant recipients failed to meet the objectives of their DERA award.
The audits also found that five of the six grant recipients didn't meet requirements for financial
management systems, and four of recipients failed to fully comply with Recovery Act requirements.


Corps Suspends Review of Proposed Columbia River Coal-Export Terminal


Posted September 16, 2014, 1:37 P.M. ET


By Paul Shukovsky


The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has suspended its review and environmental assessment of Ambre
Energy's proposed Coyote Island coal-export terminal on the Columbia River.


The corps made the announcement yesterday as a result of a decision by the Oregon Department of
State Lands Aug. 18 to reject a removal-fill permit for the project that would ship up to 8.8 million tons of
coal a year to Asia. The corps said in a prepared statement that “if the state later grants authorization for
the project to continue, Coyote Island Terminals, LLC can request the Corps to resume its permit
application review.”


Ambre, an Australian company, appealed the rejection of the state permit Sept. 9, charging the denial
was based on politics rather than the law. Ambre said the department's action violated the U.S.
Constitution's Commerce Clause and that the department illegally expanded its scope of analysis to cater
to “special interests” opposed to the terminal.


Low-Carbon Economy Can Promote Growth, Commission Says in Report


Posted September 16, 2014, 1:07 P.M. ET


By John Herzfeld


Rapid technological innovation and investment in new infrastructure are making it possible for
governments and businesses to reduce their carbon emissions at the same time they promote economic
growth, a Sept. 16 report by an international public-private commission found.


The report of the 24-member Global Commission on the Economy and Climate, reflecting the findings
of a yearlong study under the nongovernmental New Climate Economy project, was released at the United
Nations a week before world leaders gather for a climate summit convened by UN Secretary-General Ban
Ki-Moon.


In remarks at the launch, Ban called the report timely and said he expects the summit to “deliver” on
its four most prominent recommendations: helping to lay a framework for carbon pricing, promoting
innovative financing instruments, advocating against “policy ambiguity” and encouraging green-growth
innovations.


The commission was co-chaired by Felipe Calderón, former president of Mexico, and British economist
Lord Nicholas Stern, who also led an expert advisory panel. Its members included leading bankers,
insurers, government officials and policy advocates.
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The report “details compelling evidence on how technological change is driving new opportunities to
improve growth, create jobs, boost company profits and spur economic development,” Calderón said in a
statement.


White House Targets Reductions in Hydrofluorocarbon Emissions


Posted September 16, 2014, 12:23 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


Emissions of hydrofluorocarbons would be cut by the equivalent of 700 million metric tons of carbon
dioxide through 2025 under a series of executive actions and voluntary private sector commitments
announced today by the White House Council on Environmental Quality.


Industry associations and companies, including large retailers and manufacturers of refrigeration and
air conditioning equipment, have agreed to take steps to cut the use of hydrofluorocarbons and transition
to more environmentally friendly alternatives. Hydrofluorocarbons, commonly referred to as HFCs, have a
global warming potential as much as 10,000 times greater than that of carbon dioxide.


The voluntary commitments announced by the White House include a commitment by the Air
Conditioning, Heating and Refrigeration Institute, which represents 90 percent of domestic air conditioning
manufacturing, to invest $5 billion over the next ten years to develop air conditioning technologies with
low global warming potential. Coca-Cola and PepsiCo both set a goal of completely phasing out the use of
HFCs in their refrigerated equipment.


The White House also announced that the Department of Energy will make new research and
development funding available for next-generation, more efficient cooling technologies that either use
alternative refrigerants or don't use refrigerants at all. The White House said it will review federal
acquisition regulations to promote the use of HFC alternatives by federal service and vendor
contractors.


Vilsack ‘Reasonably Sure' EPA Will Increase 2014 RFS Volumes


Posted September 16, 2014, 09:59 A.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack told the ethanol industry today he is “reasonably sure” the
Environmental Protection Agency will increase the renewable fuel blending requirements for 2014 when it
issues its final rule later this year.


The renewable fuel standard is central to revitalizing rural economies, Vilsack said during a Growth
Energy advocacy conference.


“This is an extraordinarily important industry,” he said. “It's the central piece of rebuilding the rural
economy in this country.”


The EPA sent the long-overdue 2014 renewable fuel standard final rule to the White House Office of
Management and Budget for interagency review Aug. 22.


China Bans Use of Coal with High Ash or Sulfur to Fight Pollution


Posted September 16, 2014, 12:40 P.M. ET


By Bloomberg News


China will ban sales and imports of coal with high ash or sulfur content in a move to promote cleaner
types of the fuel and improve the nation's air quality.


Coal with ash content of more than 40 percent and sulfur of more than 3 percent is banned from sales
and imports into China starting Jan. 1, 2015, according to a regulation posted on the website of the
National Development and Reform Commission Sept. 14. Lignite containing ash of more than 30 percent
and sulfur of more than 1.5 percent is also prohibited. Other limitations involve coal with chemical content
such as mercury and arsenic.


China, the world's largest consumer of coal, is restricting the dirtiest grades to fight pollution. It will
encourage imports of higher-quality supplies after smog worsened in Shanghai and Beijing and sparked
social unrest in Maoming and Hangzhou. The nation depends on coal for about 65 percent of its
energy.
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The nation's coal imports will fall as much as 15 percent to less than 300 million metric tons this year,
predicted Winston Han, a Beijing-based analyst with the China Coal Transport and Distribution Association.


©2014 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


PJM Interconnection Wants to Pay Power Plants to Stay Online to Ensure Reliability


Posted December 26, 2014, 2:50 P.M. ET


By Jonathan N. Crawford and Naureen S. Malik


PJM Interconnection LLC, the manager of the nation’s largest electricity grid, plans to ask the Obama
administration to let it pay power plant owners to keep at least 2,000 megawatts of generation in
operation through next winter, when demand for electricity soars, according to a filing with the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission Dec. 24. The companies planned to shutter the plants before a government
rule limiting mercury emissions goes into force in the first half of 2015.


“PJM is concerned about having sufficient resources during the winter of 2015/2016, given planned
environmental-related retirements and the record of generator unavailability last winter,” Ray Dotter,
spokesman for PJM Interconnection LLC in Valley Forge, Pa., said in a Dec. 22 e-mail. “PJM is checking
with generation owners to see if any retirements can be delayed.”


The proposal comes as coal-fired power plants shut faster than they can be replaced with natural-gas
fired generators.


The Valley Forge, Pa.-based grid operator had secured 15.6 percent of excess supply for the year
starting June 2015 in a capacity auction held in 2012, “but recent developments have raised concerns
about those resource commitments,” PJM said in a letter to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
Dec. 24.


©2014 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission.


Court Rejects Effort to Block Wind Farm in Vermont's Green Mountain National Forest


Posted December 26, 2014, 3:11 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


A federal district court denied an environmental group's effort to block a wind farm from being
installed in Vermont's Green Mountains, a project that has been a priority for Obama administration efforts
to increase the number of renewable energy projects on public lands.


The Dec. 24 ruling from the U.S. District Court for the District of Vermont denied the environmental
group's motion for summary judgment and essentially rejected all of the plaintiff's claims. The court
concluded the Forest Service complied with the National Environmental Policy Act's procedural
requirements and that the service's permit decision was well within its discretion.
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Vermonters for a Clean Environment had sought an injunction from the court to either reverse a Forest
Service decision to award the project a special permit or remand the decision back to the Forest Service to
have it conduct further environmental study of the project.


As originally proposed in March 2004, the project, under development by Deerfield Wind LLC, was to
consist of 20 to 30 wind turbine generators to be sited on Green Mountain National Forest land. The
developer later scaled back the wind farm, and the U.S. Forest Service in 2012 issued an expedited permit
for a 15-turbine, 30-megawatt project.


EPA to Withdraw Wastewater Emissions Limits for PVC Resin-Producing Facilities


Posted December 26, 2014, 4:00 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


The Environmental Protection Agency would withdraw by Jan. 21 area source wastewater emissions
limits for facilities that produce polyvinyl chloride resin, according to a proposed settlement agreement.


Any new limits the EPA proposes would have to be set through a formal reconsideration or separate
rulemaking process, not through the direct final rule and parallel proposal the EPA issues in January 2015
withdrawing the limits, according to a notice published Dec. 23 in the Federal Register.


Mexichem Specialty Resins Inc., Oxy Vinyls LP, the Vinyl Institute Inc., CertainTeed Corp. and Saint-
Gobain Corp., which petitioned the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit for review of
the April 2012 air toxics rule's area source wastewater emissions limits, would move to dismiss their
petitions on the issue within seven days of the withdrawal taking effect, according to the agreement.


The compliance date for the polyvinyl chloride sector to meet its 0.018 part-per-million total non-vinyl
chloride organic hazardous air pollutant process wastewater emissions limits for existing and new area
sources is April 17, 2015, under the final rule currently in place.


The proposed settlement agreement would leave several industry claims regarding the air toxics rule
for the D.C. Circuit to resolve, including emissions limits for process vents and major source
wastewater.


Advocacy Group Says Coal Ash Rules Should Stop Proposed Missouri Landfill


Posted December 26, 2014, 2:50 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Attorneys for a Missouri-based environmental group appear to be the first nationally to say newly
released federal coal ash standards from the Environmental Protection Agency should be the basis for
denying a proposed ash landfill.


Writing on behalf of the Labadie Environmental Organization, the attorneys said in a letter that the
proposed ash landfill under consideration on the site of an existing Ameren Corp. power plant “does not
comply with key provisions of the federal regulations” and urged the Missouri Department of Natural
Resources to deny Ameren's permit request.


Specifically, the proposed landfill fails to “provide the assurances necessary for construction in a
seismic impact zone” and does not maintain a minimum five-foot separation between the landfill and
groundwater, according to the attorneys.


“EPA is telling DNR, Ameren, and the public in no uncertain terms that new coal ash landfills must be
built at least five feet above the groundwater—based on the elevation it achieves during the wet season,”
the Dec. 22 letter said. “In addition, the application fails to provide the assurances necessary for
construction in a seismic impact zone under the EPA Coal Ash Regulations. DNR must and should deny the
Application.”


The DNR must make a decision on the pending landfill permit application by Jan. 3, 2015.


Ameren has sought the permit to construct the landfill next to its existing coal-fired power plant in
Franklin County, Mo. It last updated its application for the landfill permit in November 2013.


Maryland's Gov.-Elect Taps Ben Grumbles to Lead State's Environment Department


Posted December 26, 2014, 2:50 P.M. ET


Maryland Gov.-Elect Larry Hogan (R) has tapped Benjamin Grumbles, the president of the nonprofit
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U.S. Water Alliance, to be the state's secretary of the environment.


Prior to his work at the alliance, which focused on promoting water sustainability practices and
principles, Grumbles served as the head of the Arizona’s Department of Environmental Quality. He also
served as the assistant administrator for water at the Environmental Protection Agency during the
administration of President George W. Bush, a tenure that lasted from 2003 to 2008. Before joining EPA,
Grumbles worked in various environmental counsel and staff director roles for the House Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee and Science Committee.


Hogan has criticized a “rain tax” imposed on households by outgoing Gov. Martin O'Malley (D) to
finance stormwater control programs. He also has criticized the “flush” tax, a fee imposed by former
Republican Gov. Robert Ehrlich on Maryland residents to pay for upgrading the state's wastewater
treatment plants.


As the top EPA water official, Grumbles emphasized the need for charging customers for the full cost of
providing water and wastewater services and for public-private partnerships to improve water
infrastructure.


Michigan Corporation to Repay EPA for Costs of Responding to Leachate Runoff Pollution


Posted December 26, 2014, 2:50 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


A Michigan corporation has agreed to pay $675,000 to the Environmental Protection Agency to repay
costs incurred from the agency's work to stop leachate runoff into a nearby stream, according to a notice
set for publication in the Dec. 29 Federal Register


The proposed consent decree , reached under Section 107 of the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, would require the Riverview Trenton Railroad Co. to pay back
response costs incurred by the EPA in constructing a barrier to prevent allegedly high pH leachate from
seeping into the nearby Monguagon Creek. To date, the United States has incurred approximately
$900,000 in costs responding to the site, according to a complaint.


Lodged in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, the proposed settlement will be
subject to public comment through Jan. 28.


Burns to Assume NRC Chairmanship Beginning Jan. 1, Agency Announces


Posted December 26, 2014, 2:50 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


President Barack Obama has designated Stephen Burns chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission effective Jan. 1, 2015, the agency announced Dec. 23.


Burns, a former general counsel and 33-year-veteran of the agency, will replace outgoing Chairman
Allison Macfarlane, who will begin a teaching position at George Washington University.


Burns won Senate confirmation to a Democratic seat on the commission in September.


“It is a great honor to lead the agency to which I dedicated most of my professional career,” Burns
said in a statement.


Burns was largely silent about his views of the proposed Yucca Mountain nuclear waste repository in
Nevada during Senate confirmation hearings, although his views on the project are expected to be more
important now that Republicans control both chambers of Congress.


Republicans have pushed the NRC to restart the licensing process for the project, in spite of strong
opposition from outgoing Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) and the Obama administration to the
project.


USDA Revises Renewable Loan Guarantees, Grants for Rural Energy Efficiency Program


Posted December 26, 2014, 2:50 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


The Agriculture Department is slated to publish a final rule Dec. 29 to update requirements for
applicants seeking funding under grant and loan guarantee programs that support renewable energy and
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energy efficiency in rural areas, known as the Rural Energy for America Program.


The program, administered by the USDA's Rural Business-Cooperative Service, provides awards for
renewable energy systems and energy efficiency improvements as well as energy audits. The final rule
implements a three-tiered application process for applicants seeking such funding and reduces technical
reporting requirements and paperwork burdens.


The agency also clarified under the final rule that certain pre-commercial technologies—for example,
promising but still not commercially viable wind turbines—are not eligible for REAP funding, due to
concerns “that including pre-commercial technologies within REAP continues to expose the agency and
taxpayer dollars to the risks associated with financing unproven technologies” that are not commercially
viable.


Royal Caribbean Agrees to Install Scrubbers to Comply With Marine Emissions Standards


Posted December 26, 2014, 2:51 P.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. will be able to retrofit sulfur dioxide-removing scrubbers on 19 of its
ships that ply the waters around Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands under an agreement reached with
the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Coast Guard.


The agreement will formally exempt Royal Caribbean from complying with the international maritime
low-sulfur fuel standards in exchange for installing new emissions control technology on the ships'
exhausts that the company's research division has developed. Royal Caribbean will be able to expand the
use of this new exhaust-scrubber technology from six to 19 ships, according to the EPA.


“This approach will enable Royal Caribbean to meet its emission requirements through exhaust gas
scrubber technology, rather than with engine and fuel system modifications,” the EPA said in a Dec. 22
notice announcing the joint formal extension granted to the cruise line. Moreover, the EPA said the trial
program will enable the EPA and the company to gain valuable information about developing advanced
emissions control technologies for other marine engines.


In a Dec. 22 statement, the company said the formally granted extension will position the company
ahead of all forthcoming International Maritime Organization Emission Control Area emissions standards,
and will ensure compliance with existing European Union standards.”


REACH Substance Assessments Should Be Better Coordinated, EU Chamber Says


Posted December 26, 2014, 2:51 P.M. ET


By Stephen Gardner


The European Chemicals Agency should avoid overlap between its list of substances that are under
evaluation for potential hazards and its list of substances being considered for “very high concern” status
under the European Union's REACH law, according to a position paper published by the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce to the EU.


Under the so-called REACH Community Rolling Action Plan (CoRAP), regulatory authorities in EU
member states carry out assessments of substances suspected of being hazardous, a process that could
result in the issuance of binding requests for additional information to companies that have registered the
substances.


Ultimately, if a CoRAP substance is found to be sufficiently hazardous, then the evaluating member
state can recommend EU-wide restrictions, or ask for the substance to be considered a “substance of very
high concern” (SVHC), a classification that can result in a decision to phase out the substance from use in
the EU.


Under a separate process, chemicals that are considered likely candidates for SVHC status are put
through a “risk management options analysis” exercise, which also could result in a recommendation that
substances to be restricted or classified as SVHCs under REACH (Regulation No. 1907/2006 on the
registration, evaluation, and authorization of chemicals).


Substances should not be selected for evaluation under the CoRAP while simultaneously going through
a risk management options analysis, according to the chamber's paper, which was published Dec. 19.
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Latest Developments


NTSB Chief: Communities Not Prepared for Worst-Case Rail Accidents


Posted April 21, 2014, 3:18 P.M. ET


Deborah Hersman, the outgoing chairwoman of the National Transportation Safety Board, said April 21
that U.S. communities are not prepared to adequately respond to worst-case accidents involving trains
carrying crude oil and ethanol.


Answering questions following her farewell address at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C.,
Hersman said that U.S. regulators are “behind the curve” in addressing the transport of hazardous liquids
by rail. She said federal regulations have not been revised to address the increase in rail transport of crude
oil and other flammable liquids, which she said has increased by over 440 percent since 2005.


Hersman, who is leaving her post at NTSB April 25 to serve as president of the National Safety
Council, said the petroleum industry and first responders don't have provisions in place to address a
“worst-case scenario event,” such as the July 2013 train derailment in Lac-Mégantic, Quebec, that resulted
in 47 fatalities.


The NTSB will hold an April 22-23 forum on the safe transport of crude oil and ethanol by rail. The
forum will include discussions on tank car design, emergency response to releases of flammable liquids
and federal oversight of crude oil and ethanol transport.


Supreme Court Declines Review of Judgment Against Exxon Mobil


Posted April 21, 2014, 11:56 A.M. ET


The Supreme Court declined April 21 to consider an appeal from Exxon Mobil Corp. on a federal
appeals court $104.69 million award against the company for allegedly polluting New York City's
groundwater with the gasoline additive methyl tertiary butyl ether ( Exxon Mobil Corp. v. City of New York,
U.S., No. 13-842, cert denied 4/21/14 ).


Exxon Mobil had argued the award against it relied on speculative, future events because New York
City was not planning to use the wells with the contaminated water for another 15 to 20 years. A jury
originally found the petroleum giant liable for failure to warn, trespass, public nuisance and negligence in
2009 and a federal appeals court upheld that award in July 2013.


Exxon Mobil argued that the Clean Air Act required it to use MTBE, a gasoline additive designed to
reduce air pollution and promote more complete combustion, and said the statute shielded it from liability
when companies use the most feasible means of complying with its requirements.


The Environmental Protection Agency has concluded that MTBE can “make drinking water supplies
undrinkable due to its offensive taste and odor” but scientists “have not concluded that the use of MTBE-


From: BNA Highlights
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Apr 21 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report - Latest Developments
Date: Monday, April 21, 2014 4:07:38 PM


Manage your email subscriptions


Email not displaying correctly? View publication in your browser.


     
Daily Environment Report


 
The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be
copyrighted and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have any questions or no longer wish to receive these
messages, please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-566-2370. 



mailto:bhighlig@bna.com

mailto:Smith.TimR@epa.gov

http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup

http://news.bna.com/deln

mailto:clayman.shari@epa.gov





oxygenated gasoline poses an imminent threat to public health.”


New York City, the New York City Water Board and the New York City Municipal Water Finance
Authority are represented by Jenner & Block LLP, Sher Leff LLP and the Corporation Counsel of the City of
New York. The petitioners are represented by Bancroft PLLC.


Court Dismisses Some Claims in Lawsuit Challenging Neonicotinoids


Posted April 21, 2014, 3:41 P.M. ET


A U.S. district court dismissed several claims in a lawsuit challenging the Environmental Protection
Agency's registration of two neonicotinoid insecticides, but determined a coalition of beekeepers and
environmental groups can continue to challenge the agency's decision to allow clothianidin to remain on
the market despite alleged “unreasonable adverse effects” on the environment ( Ellis v. Bradbury, N.D.
Cal., No. 131266, order on motion to dismiss issued 4/18/14 ).


The U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California, in an order issued April 18, granted in
part and denied in part motions from the EPA and industry groups to dismiss the lawsuit, dismissing four
claims. The court determined that those claims should be dismissed because the plaintiffs failed to exhaust
the “administrative remedies” available at the EPA before seeking judicial review.


The lawsuit, filed in March 2013, is seeking the immediate suspension of the registrations of
clothianidin and thiamethoxam. The plaintiffs, which include individual beekeepers, Center for Food Safety,
Sierra Club and other environmental groups, alleged that the two insecticides were registered in violation
of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act, the Administrative Procedure Act and the
Endangered Species Act.


Peter Jenkins, an attorney with the Center for Food Safety, told Bloomberg BNA that the plaintiffs'
lawsuit is still “in good shape” despite the court's decision to dismiss some of the claims.


Cellulosic Ethanol Can Emit More Carbon Than Gasoline, Study Says


Posted April 21, 2014, 12:36 P.M. ET


Using corn stover to produce cellulosic ethanol releases carbon dioxide that otherwise would have been
stored in the soil, according to a study published in the April 20 edition of the journal Nature Climate
Change.


The study, “Biofuels From Crop Residue Can Reduce Soil Carbon and Increase CO2 Emissions,” said
that ethanol produced from corn stover can emit 7 percent more life-cycle greenhouse gases than
gasoline. Those emissions exceed the 60 percent life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions reduction required to
qualify as an advanced biofuel under the renewable fuel standard, researchers from the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln said.


The study said that removing corn stover—stalks, leaves and cobs in cornfields after the harvest—to
produce cellulosic ethanol generates an additional 50 grams to 70 grams of carbon dioxide per megajoule
of biofuel energy produced.


The study was funded through a three-year, $500,000 grant from the Energy Department and
compared carbon dioxide measurements taken from a Nebraska cornfield between 2001 and 2010 to
validate its emissions model based on 36 field studies across North America, Europe, Africa and Asia.


Both the Environmental Protection Agency and biofuels producers disputed the study's conclusions,
arguing its methodology was flawed. They said the study greatly overestimates the amount of stover that
would be harvested to produce cellulosic ethanol.
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Kerry Touts Economic, Moral, Security Reasons for Climate Change Action


Posted September 22, 2014, 1:24 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Secretary of State John Kerry today made a case for the economic, security, moral and environmental
reasons to act on climate change while warning current global efforts are “not meeting the challenge.”


“This solution to climate change is a win-win-win-win-win if people would stop and really look at it,”
Kerry said in remarks at the New York City Climate Week opening event. “It doesn't cost more to deal with
climate change; it costs more to ignore it and to put our head in the sand and continue down this road of
obfuscation and avoidance.”


Kerry said the impacts of climate change already are causing conflict around the world and said he
remained “personally committed” to making climate change “front and center in all of our diplomatic
efforts.”


China and the U.S. have made “significant progress” toward identifying common steps both nations
can take toward addressing climate change, Kerry said. If both nations identify ambitious goals ahead of
next year's negotiations in Paris, Kerry said it would incentivize other nations to join the efforts.


Companies Join Investors to Pledge Action on Climate Change as World Leaders Meet


Posted September 22, 2014, 3:53 P.M. ET


By Mark Drajem


While U.S. President Barack Obama and more than 100 other world leaders will meet in a summit
devoted to climate change, the most tangible action on global warming this week may come from
investors and companies.


A foundation tied to the Rockefeller family, heirs to the Standard Oil Co. fortune, Sept. 22 announced
it's joining other groups in exiting coal and tar sands investments. Mars Inc. and 11 other companies
unveiled plans to phase out fossil-fuel use. And Statoil ASA and five other oil and gas are set to pledge to
plug methane leaks.


“The leadership from companies has been remarkable and welcome,” Carter Roberts, the president of
the World Wildlife Fund in Washington, said in an interview. “You will see a swirl of commitments.”


The United Nations Climate Summit runs all day Sept. 23 at the United Nations in New York, just
before the annual meeting of the General Assembly. After the estimated 125 leaders speak, limited to four
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minutes each, specific pledges from companies will be discussed at an afternoon session Secretary General
Ban Ki-Moon is hosting with executives from companies such as Air France-KLM, Siemens AG, Royal Dutch
Shell Plc and McDonald's Corp., as well as author Naomi Klein and former Vice President Al Gore.


©2014 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission.


Greenhouse Gas Study Shows China Passes Europe in Emissions


Posted September 22, 2014, 3:36 P.M. ET


By Stefan Nicola


China surpassed the European Union in pollution levels per capita for the first time last year, propelling
the greenhouse gases that cause global warming to a record.


Each person in China produced 7.2 tons of carbon dioxide on average compared with 6.8 tons in
Europe and 1.9 tons in India in 2013, according a study by the Global Carbon Project. Those countries
along with the U.S. accounted for almost two-thirds of emissions and 80 percent of the growth in
pollution.


The findings show the scale of the challenge of reining in the emissions damaging Earth. The scientists
estimate that humans already have spewed into the atmosphere two-thirds of the carbon allowable under
scenarios that avoid irreversible changes to the planet. If pollution continues at the current rate, the limit
for carbon will be reached in 30 years.


©2014 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission.


Governor Signs Bills to Bolster California's Electric Vehicle Market


Posted September 22, 2014, 3:43 P.M. ET


By Stacie Sherman


California Gov. Jerry Brown signed legislation aimed at reducing greenhouse gas pollution and spurring
the use of low-emission vehicles as he prepares to speak tomorrow at a United Nations summit on efforts
to combat climate change.


“We face an existential challenge with the changes in our climate,” Brown, a 76-year-old Democrat,
said yesterday in a video message on his website. “The time to act is now. The place to look is
California.”


The governor of the world's eighth-largest economy signed bills that he said would “strengthen
California's best-in-the-nation electric vehicle market.” The measures include steps to reduce or eliminate
tolls on electric vehicles in high-occupancy lanes and increase the number of plug-in vehicles that can use
those routes.


Brown said the measures build on steps he took last year that include establishing a target of 1.5
million zero-emission vehicles on the road in California by 2025. The most populous state accounts for 40
percent of the nation's plug-in electric-vehicle sales, with more than 100,000 sold as of this month,
according to the governor's office.


©2014 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission.


Opponents Urge OMB Not to Increase Renewable Fuel Standard


Posted September 22, 2014, 3:53 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Opponents of the renewable fuel standard ranging from environmentalists to gasoline refiners urged
the Obama administration today not to increase the Environmental Protection Agency's 2014
requirements.


A meeting with the White House Office of Management and Budget was part of a frenzy of last-minute
lobbying before the administration finalizes the 2014 volumetric obligations that ethanol and other biofuels
refiners are required to blend into the motor fuel supply. The meeting came as EPA Administrator Gina
McCarthy and other high-profile administration figures have hinted the requirements may be increased
when the standard is finalized this year.


“I think they appreciated our message,” Wayne Allard, a former Republican senator from Colorado who
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now works for the American Motorcyclist Association, told reporters on a conference call following the
meeting. “We oppose any attempt by the administration to back-track from the EPA's position for a
number of reasons and are very concerned when we hear that the EPA may change course and
recommend a higher standard for 2014.”


Ikea, Mars, Others Lead Effort to Reach 100 Percent Renewable Energy


Posted September 22, 2014, 3:51 P.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


Ikea, Mars and about a dozen other companies are launching a campaign to persuade other businesses
to join them in being powered entirely by renewable energy.


The campaign, called RE100, wants 100 of the world's largest businesses to be committed to 100
percent renewable power by 2020.


To help companies make the switch, the campaign will provide guidance on selecting and
implementing renewable energy strategies and information on the financial risks and rewards of different
options. This guidance will come in part from lessons learned by the group's founders, who are already on
their way toward 100 percent renewable power.


Menendez Introduces Hazmat Transport, Emergency Response Bill


Posted September 22, 2014, 12:22 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


Railroad carriers transporting hazardous materials would be required to conduct more training and
would be subject to civil penalties for safety violations under a recently introduced bill by Sen. Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.).


Menendez's bill, the Toxics by Rail Accountability and Community Knowledge Act, would require the
Transportation Department to issue rulemakings regarding commodity flow data, movable train crossing
procedures and emergency response hazmat disclosure. The bill also would require the department, in
collaboration with others, to develop a route risk assessment tool and require the railroad carrier to
monitor public health assessments and to renegotiate legal settlements with individuals affected by
hazardous materials leaks.


Menendez introduced the bill Sept. 18 after the National Transportation Safety Board said in a recent
report that a November 2012 derailment in Paulsboro, N.J., occurred due to incorrect decisions and
inadequate training by Consolidated Rail Corp. (Conrail). The derailment led to more than 20,000 gallons
of vinyl chloride being leaked into a stream and $30.5 million in equipment, emergency response and
remediation damages.


Fourth Circuit Will Hear Arguments on Cooling Water Intake Rule


Posted September 22, 2014, 3:31 P.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


Six challenges to the final Environmental Protection Agency final cooling water intake rule will be
consolidated and argued before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, a judicial panel decided
today.


The Fourth Circuit was chosen randomly out of the six circuits where petitions have been filed, said
Reed Super, principal of Super Law Firm LLC, which is challenging the rule on behalf of a coalition of
environmental groups headed by Riverkeeper in the Second Circuit.


The Sierra Club filed a petition in the Ninth Circuit, and Environment America and Environment
Massachusetts filed a petition in the First Circuit.


Among industry groups, the American Petroleum Institute filed a petition in the Seventh Circuit, the
Utility Water Act Group and Entergy filed theirs in the Fifth Circuit, and the Cooling Water Intake Structure
Coalition filed its review in the Fourth Circuit.


The final cooling water intake rule applies to 544 power plants and 521 factories that withdraw at least
2 million gallons of cooling water per day and use 25 percent of that for cooling purposes. It seeks to limit
harm to fish and other aquatic life.
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New York City Mayor Commits to Reduce Emissions 80 Percent by 2050


Posted September 22, 2014, 1:22 P.M. ET


By John Herzfeld


New York Mayor Bill de Blasio (D) announced the city is committing to an 80 percent reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions from 2005 levels by 2050, releasing a broad plan to improve energy efficiency
in buildings.


The new goal expands the city's carbon reduction goals from the target of 30 percent from 2005 levels
by 2030 set in the PlaNYC sustainability blueprint issued under Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg (I) in 2007
and updated in 2011.


The announcement was timed to coincide with a People's Climate March that sponsors said drew
311,000 people to the city, as part of the lead-up to the Sept. 23 United Nations climate summit.


Daily Environment Report 


Manage Your Subscriptions | Contact Us | Privacy Policy 


1801 South Bell Street, Arlington, VA 22202
Copyright © 2014 The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc.



mailto:jherzfeld@bna.com

http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup

http://www.bna.com/contact-us-cu4758/

http://www.bna.com/internet-privacy-policy-a4717/

http://www.bna.com/bna-copyright-usage-a4447/

http://cl.s4.exct.net/?qs=f71aeed5c610f8fac1f0278aacf4c892f87fb782d09e3458de9acc023863e6c9ce0cba56b1827803






From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Ethanol standard benefits U.S
Date: Monday, October 06, 2014 7:41:01 AM


News Headline: Ethanol standard benefits U.S. | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Fort Worth Star-Telegram - Online
News Text: Posted Thursday, Oct. 02, 2014
 
The cornucopia, or horn of plenty, is a mythical container from which a seemingly endless
abundance of fruits and other foods pour. Around the world, it has come to symbolize the fall
harvest and the crops brought in from the fields before the beginning of a long, cold winter.
 
But this agricultural symbol can be applied to public policy, as well. From time to time, legislation
that was enacted for one reason has resulted in creating an abundance of benefits in a number of
other areas.
 
Such is the case with the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS), which was initially passed in 2005 and
improved in 2007 in an attempt to gain energy independence for the U.S.
 
It required that 36 billion gallons of ethanol be blended into the U.S. gasoline supply by 2022.
 
In addition to leading this nation one step closer to energy independence, the RFS bestowed a
number of side benefits onto the nation, giving the biggest boost in a generation to rural America's
economy, while also helping consumers and conservationists alike.
 
The ethanol standard set forth by the RFS created, in essence, a significant new domestic market for
corn — increasing the demand for corn by roughly one-third — driving corn prices up and injecting
billions of dollars into rural America's economy.
 
Prices of other commodities, like wheat, rose as well, creating an economic boom in rural America in
2008 at a time when the rest of the country was plunging into a deep recession.
 
And when commodities began hitting new highs, farmers made purchases of much needed
machinery, buildings and other farm improvements that they had been waiting to make for years.
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) says the RFS will add more than $1.7 trillion to our Gross
Domestic Product between 2008 and 2022.
 
But the benefits didn't stop in rural America. In fact, the Department of Energy has noted that the
RFS saves U.S. consumers more than $35 billion per year at the pump.
 
A recent Iowa State University study showed ethanol saved consumers an average of $1.09 per
gallon in 2011. Consumers who used to watch their fuel expenditures literally going up in smoke out
of their tailpipes could now invest this money in other areas of the economy.
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Replacing billions of imported gallons of gasoline with biofuels has not only improved this nation's
balance of payments overseas — reducing our astronomical trade deficit — but has taken our nation
one step closer to energy independence, which is a very worthy goal.
 
Biofuels are also much friendlier to the environment. A recent study found that corn ethanol reduces
greenhouse gas emissions by 34 percent compared to gasoline.
 
Unfortunately, rural America is holding its breath while the EPA is deciding whether or not to allow
the biofuels targets to remain intact or whether to scale back the goals.
 
If the EPA does turn back the tables on the ethanol targets, many areas of the economy and many
Americans outside of agriculture will feel the pinch right along with farmers.
 
We have only just begun to see the benefits of the horn of plenty known as the RFS. America needs
to stay the course.
 
Roger Johnson is president of National Farmers Union.
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Latest Developments


EPA Further Reduces 2013 Cellulosic Fuel Blending Requirement


Posted April 22, 2014, 4:03 P.M. ET


The Environmental Protection Agency will require petroleum refiners and importers to blend 810,185
gallons of cellulosic fuels into the fuel supply in 2013 in response to petitions for reconsideration as part of
a direct final rule signed April 22.


The EPA agreed to reconsider the blending requirement in response to petitions from the American
Petroleum Institute and American Fuel and Petrochemical Manufacturers. The petroleum groups had
argued that the standard needed to be further reduced because cellulosic fuel production was well below
the EPA's projections.


The EPA had previously mandated that the petroleum industry blend 6 million gallons of cellulosic fuels
into the fuel supply as part of the renewable fuel standard for 2013. That was already a reduction from the
1 billion gallons required by the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 (Pub. L. No. 110-140).


According to the EPA, 422,740 gallons of cellulosic ethanol and 387,445 gallons of cellulosic diesel
were produced in 2013.


The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit has been holding challenges to the 2013
cellulosic ethanol standard in abeyance while the EPA addresses industry petitions for reconsideration
(Monroe Energy LLC v. EPA, D.C. Cir., No. 14-1033, 3/11/14.


Judge, in Reversal, Says U.S. Steel Air Case Has No Standing


Posted April 22, 2014, 3:52 P.M. ET


A federal judge, reversing his own ruling, said federal and government regulators can't seek an
injunction against U.S. Steel Corp. for alleged violations of the Clean Air Act stemming from construction
work done in 1990 ( United States v. U.S. Steel Corp., N.D. Ind., No. 2:12-00304, opinion and order
4/18/14 ).


Last August, Chief Judge Philip Simon of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Indiana said
the Environmental Protection Agency could seek injunctive relief from U.S. Steel for allegedly modifying its
Gary, Ind., facility without required permits and emissions controls, even beyond a five-year statute of
limitations. At the time, Simon said the statute of limitations applied only to damage claims.


In an April 18 opinion and order, Simon said a closer reading of a similar case (United States v.
Midwest Generation LLC, 7th Cir., No. 12-1026 and 12-1051, 9/20/13) convinced him that “the request for
an injunction based on a claimed permit violation from 24 years ago cannot stand.” U.S. Steel had
requested reconsideration based on its interpretation of that case, in which a federal appeals court found
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an EPA lawsuit alleging new source review violations by a Midwest utility was filed beyond the five-year
statute of limitations and could not proceed.


More Than 110 Groups Lobbied on EPA Power Plant Rules


Posted April 22, 2014, 3:13 P.M. ET


At least 110 companies, ranging from large publicly traded companies to small regional organizations,
reported lobbying Congress in the first quarter of 2014 in some form about carbon pollution standards
from the Environmental Protection Agency on power plants.


The entities that reported lobbying include unions, industry groups, large private corporations,
environmental advocacy groups, public health organizations and electric utilities, among others. Sixty-five
of those groups reported lobbying specifically on S. 1905 or H.R. 3826 , companion bills that would curtail
the EPA's authority to regulate greenhouse gas emissions from power plants.


Among the publicly traded companies that reported lobbying on the power plant standards were Arch
Coal Inc., Duke Energy Corp., Black Hills Corp., Covanta Energy Corp., Peabody Energy Corp., Exxon Mobil
Corp., CenterPoint Energy, Southern Company, Xcel Energy Inc., NRG Energy Inc., CSX Corp., Ameren
Corp., Occidental Petroleum Corp., Shell Oil, AES Corp. and BP.


Many of the companies reported lobbying Congress broadly about carbon dioxide emissions standards
for new and existing electric power plants.


Robust Lobbying Continues on Social Cost of Carbon, Records Show


Posted April 22, 2014, 12:09 P.M. ET


At least 17 organizations disclosed lobbying on the social cost of carbon during the first quarter of
2014, senate public records show, indicating consistent interest in the issue on Capitol Hill by energy
companies and business entities.


The number of groups lobbying on the issue was essentially unchanged from 18 organizations in the
fourth quarter (Oct. 1 through Dec. 31), and searches of the senate lobbying database for “social cost of
carbon” show the issue has been the subject of robust lobbying efforts for three consecutive quarters.


Energy companies including Peabody Energy and Duke Energy Corp., as well as energy trade groups
such as the American Petroleum Institute, lobbied on the social cost of carbon in the most recent quarter.
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Koch Companies Public Sector LLC, the National Association of
Manufacturers and the National Association of Home Builders also disclosed lobbying on the issue.


Federal agencies use the social cost of carbon to calculate impacts such as the net effects on damaged
property, agriculture and human health from extreme weather linked to climate change for each metric ton
of carbon dioxide emissions.


Mining, Environment Groups Lobby on EPA Veto Authority


Posted April 22, 2014, 1:30 P.M. ET


Major players in mining, water and the environment are at work to protect or repeal the Environmental
Protection Agency's veto authority for dredge-and-fill permits, senate records show.


At least 10 organizations—including the National Mining Association, Arch Coal Inc., the National
Ground Water Association and the Sierra Club—lobbied between Jan. 1 and March 31 on one or more of
the four House and Senate bills aiming to stunt the agency's Clean Water Act authority. In the first quarter
of 2013, only one of the bills, H.R. 524, had been introduced and only one group disclosed lobbying on
it.


The increase in lobbying efforts by outside groups came during the quarter in which the Supreme
Court allowed EPA's partial revocation of a West Virginia coal mining permit to stand.


Industry says the agency's use of Clean Water Act Section 404(c) has caused regulatory uncertainty
and stunted investment in the industry. Environmental groups say the EPA has appropriately used this
authority for environmental protection.


The bills include H.R. 524, which passed the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee April
9 without a hearing, and three other bills that have not had hearings or votes (H.R. 1948, S. 830 and S.
2156).


Proposed Carbon Rules for Modified Power Plants Sent to White House for Review
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Posted April 22, 2014, 11:17 A.M. ET


The Environmental Protection Agency sent a proposed rule that would regulate carbon dioxide
emissions from modified and reconstructed power plants to the White House for review April 21.


The EPA did not release any details of the proposed rule. Interagency review at the Office of
Management and Budget is typically the final step before a proposal is published in the Federal
Register.


The EPA proposed new source performance standards for carbon dioxide emissions from new fossil
fuel-fired power plants January. The proposed rule would set a carbon dioxide performance standard of
1,000 pounds per megawatt-hour for natural gas-fired power plants. It would also limit coal-fired power
plants to 1,100 pounds of carbon dioxide per megawatt-hour ( 79 Fed. Reg. 1430 ).


That proposal does not address modified and reconstructed units, which are also subject to
performance standards.


Groups Ask EPA to Reconsider Regulating Lead From Aircraft


Posted April 22, 2014, 11:46 A.M. ET


Environmental groups asked the Environmental Protection Agency to reconsider its decision not to
regulate lead emissions from aircraft engines in an April 21 petition.


Aircraft engines burning leaded aviation gasoline are the largest single source of airborne lead
pollution, Friends of the Earth, Physicians for Social Responsibility and Oregon Aviation Watch said in their
petition to the EPA.


The groups originally petitioned the EPA to regulate lead from aircraft in 2006, but that petition was
denied in 2012.


The environmental groups are asking the EPA to reconsider that decision and issue an endangerment
finding for lead emissions from aircraft engines.


“The only showing required for a finding of endangerment is that lead emissions from aircraft engines
fueled by leaded aviation gasoline cause, or contribute to, air pollution which may reasonably be
anticipated to endanger public health or welfare. In this case, both prongs of that test have been met,”
they said.


Leaded gasoline is used primarily in general aviation aircraft with piston engines, not in large
commercial aircraft.


Option to Make 2015 UN Climate Deal Voluntary for Developing Nations


Posted April 22, 2014, 4:31 P.M. ET


The United Nations has released options for the global agreement more than 190 nations plan to
finalize in 2015 to curb greenhouse gas emissions, including an approach that would make emissions cuts
binding for developed nations but voluntary for developing ones.


The 20-page document essentially lists options put on the table by international negotiators in recent
months as they ready a draft version of the 2015 climate deal for review in December 2014 when high-
level U.N. climate talks resume in Lima, Peru. Making the agreement voluntary is only one of several
options outlined in the UN document, produced by the co-chairs who are overseeing key aspects of the
talks with an eye toward a climate deal finalized in Paris in late 2015.


Other options include making the deal legally binding for both developed and developing nations.


EPA Requires Climate Change Analysis by Brownfield Claimants


Posted April 22, 2014, 3:46 P.M. ET


The Environmental Protection Agency is now requiring recipients of agency grants for cleaning up
brownfields to evaluate climate change concerns.


Starting with fiscal year 2013 cleanup and revolving loan fund grants, recipients will be required to
“evaluate the resilience of the remedial options in light of reasonably foreseeable changing climate
conditions,” such as sea level rise, increased frequency and intensity of flooding and other extreme
weather events, the agency said in a “checklist” posted on its Brownfields website.
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The climate change concerns must be addressed in an Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives,
which includes a description of the background and current conditions of the site, applicable regulations
and cleanup standards, an evaluation of cleanup alternatives and a recommended remedial action,
according to the EPA.


Under the EPA's Climate Change Adaptation Plan, the analysis also must include a discussion of
observed and forecastclimate change conditions for the area of the project and associated site-specific risk
factors, the agency said.


Half of U.S. Cities Pledge to Cut Carbon Emissions, Survey Says


Posted April 22, 2014, 3:38 P.M. ET


More than half of U.S. cities have made formal pledges to cut their carbon emissions and most of
those cities are making progress toward their goals, according to a survey released April 22 by the U.S.
Conference of Mayors.


“To accomplish these outcomes,” cities are engaging with businesses and homeowners “like never
before,” Bill Finch, mayor of Bridgeport, Conn., said during a press call for the survey. Still, cities surveyed
called for more targeted federal incentives, such as new energy tax credits for buildings or a nationwide
financing mechanism for home energy retrofits, to help encourage further action.


The survey was based on responses from 282 mayors representing cities such as Los Angeles and
Houston.


Industry: Enhanced Tank Car Would Be Less Likely to Release Crude


Posted April 22, 2014, 3:43 P.M. ET


Research conducted by the freight rail industry indicates that equipping rail tank cars with additional
safety design features would make the cars far less likely to release crude oil in the event of a derailment,
according to an industry researcher.


Todd Treichel, director of the Railway Supply Institute/Association of American Railroads tank car
safety research and test project, said April 22 that a proposed tank car design standard supported by the
major U.S. freight railroads has a “conditional probability of release” of 0.042. This, he said, indicates that
4.2 percent of those cars, which would have thicker shells, thermal protection and additional protection on
each end, would be expected to release some product when involved in a derailment.


Treichel, speaking at a National Transportation Safety Board forum, said older tank cars that are used
to transport crude oil or other flammable liquids, known as DOT-111 rail tank cars, have a conditional
probability of release of 0.266, or 26.6 percent, for unjacketed tank cars and 0.128, or 12.8 percent, for
legacy cars that feature a protective jacket.


Judge Rules Minnesota's Next Generation Energy Act Unconstitutional


Posted April 22, 2014, 4:21 P.M. ET


A federal judge in St. Paul, Minn., has struck down a Minnesota law that aimed to curb power plant
carbon dioxide emissions, holding that it violated the Commerce Clause of the U. S. Constitution ( North
Dakota v. Heydinger, D. Minn., No. 11-CV-3232, 4/18/14 ).


U.S. District Judge Susan Richard Nelson ruled that the law attempted to regulate electricity
generation outside of Minnesota borders. Allowing it to stand, she wrote, could have led to the “kind of
competing and interlocking local economic regulation that the Commerce Clause was meant to
preclude.’’


While North Dakota Attorney General Wayne Stenehjem (R) praised the decision, saying the law would
have allowed Minnesota to benefit at North Dakota's expense, Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton (DFL) said
Minnesota would appeal the ruling. He said the law would not have prevented anyone from building and
operating a new power-generating facility, only that it would have required an offset in emissions. The law,
Dayton said, was intended to encourage the replacement of older, more-polluting power plants with more
efficient and cleaner facilities.


New York City Officials Propose Broad Revision of Air Pollution Code


Posted April 22, 2014, 4:02 P.M. ET


A broad revision of New York City's Air Pollution Control Code has been proposed to further advance
air quality progress made under a city sustainability master plan, Mayor Bill de Blasio (D) and other city
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officials announced April 22.


The proposed rewrite, one of the long-term goals of the PlaNYC blueprint adopted in 2007, would
constitute “the most sweeping update” to the code since 1975, de Blasio said. The changes, to be codified
in City Council legislation introduced April 10 (Intro. No. 271), would update emission standards and
regulate pollution sources that currently have few or no emission control requirements.


In a speech at Manhattan's Union Square, the site of the first Earth Day event in 1970, de Blasio said:
“The air today in New York City is cleaner than it's been in more than 50 years. And we're going to work to
make it better still.”


A PlaNYC progress report issued by the city April 22 said citywide greenhouse gas emissions had been
cut by 19 percent since 2005, nearly two-thirds of the way toward the plan's goal of 30 percent by
2030.


Six Major Cities Back EPA Defense of Chesapeake Bay TMDL Plan


Posted April 22, 2014, 1:42 P.M. ET


Six of the nation's major cities—Baltimore, Chicago, Los Angeles, New York City, Philadelphia and San
Francisco—say the Chesapeake Bay's total maximum daily load plan is “equitable” because it addresses all
sources of pollution, and not just easily regulated point sources.


The cities filed their joint brief on April 21 with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit in
support of the 2010 TMDL plan that the Environmental Protection Agency wrote for the Chesapeake Bay
watershed, composed of Delaware, Maryland, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and the
District of Columbia.


The American Bureau Federation is challenging the September 2013 ruling by the U.S. District Court
for the Middle District of Pennsylvania that upheld the bay TMDL. The federation claims the EPA
“overreached” by specifying how much all sources needed to cut nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment to
restore the Bay (Am. Farm Bureau Fed'n v. EPA, 77 ERC 1855, 2013 BL 244380, (M.D. Pa. 2013)).


A TMDL calculates the maximum level of pollutants that point sources, such as wastewater utilities,
and nonpoint sources, such as farms, may discharge without causing violations of water quality standards.


DOJ Touts Attainments in Defending Greenhouse Gas Regulations


Posted April 22, 2014, 3:46 P.M. ET


The Justice Department April 22 pointed to its legal defenses of regulations of greenhouse gases as
highlights of fiscal year 2013 for the department's Environment and Natural Resources Division.


The most prominent of those legal fights was a challenge to the Environmental Protection Agency's
attempt to expand greenhouse gas emissions from new motor vehicles to stationary sources such as
power plants. The outcome of that battle is pending at the U.S. Supreme Court, where oral arguments
were heard Feb. 24.


The Justice Department noted in its summary of 2013 action that the Supreme Court refused to
consider numerous additional issues raised by foes of the emission regulations, allowing those aspects of
the regulations to standard as victories for the department.


The department won another climate-related dispute in 2013 when the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit rejected the challenge of sport hunting groups to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service decision to list the polar bear as threatened throughout its range.


Totaling up other work during fiscal 2013, the department said its Environment and Natural Resources
Division had secured more than $1.78 billion in civil and stipulated penalties, cost recoveries, natural
resource damages and other civil monetary relief.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
California Bills to Promote Clean Cars,
Fix Pipeline Leaks Signed by Governor
California Gov. Jerry Brown (D) signed over a dozen environment
and energy bills Sept. 19-21, including measures to accelerate
the availability of zero-emission vehicles, find and fix leaks in
natural gas pipelines and improve management...


Air Pollution
EPA Diesel Grant Funding Available to Ports
The Environmental Protection Agency is making up to $5 million
in grants available for projects targeting diesel emissions at ports.
The agency, in a Sept. 22 news release, said it anticipates
funding up to five clean diesel projects aimed...


Climate Change
Google Quits Conservative Political Group;
Chairman Says ALEC Is Wrong on Climate
Google Inc. Chairman Eric Schmidt said the world's biggest
Internet search company made a mistake in funding a political
group that opposes U.S. action on climate change....


Climate Change
New York City Mayor Sets Commitment
To Reduce Emissions 80 Percent by 2050
New York Mayor Bill de Blasio (D) announced Sept. 21 that the
city is committing to an 80 percent reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions from 2005 levels by 2050, releasing a broad plan to
improve energy efficiency in buildings....


Climate Policy
New Legal Framework Needed to Address
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Climate Justice Issues, Report Concludes
A new international dispute resolution structure for climate
change issues is needed to adequately protect human rights of
the world's most vulnerable populations, according to a report
from the International Bar Association. ...


Endangered Species
Judge Upholds Policy Allowing Off-Road
Vehicles in Addition to Big Cypress Preserve
A federal judge declined to vacate a National Park Service policy
allowing off-road vehicle usage on designated trails in the
"addition lands" of Big Cypress National Preserve in Florida (Nat'l
Parks Conservation Ass'n...


Hazmat Transport
Menendez Bill Would Increase Training
For Rail Transport of Hazardous Materials
Railroad carriers transporting hazardous materials would be
required to conduct more training and would be subject to civil
penalties for safety violations under a recently introduced bill by
Sen. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.)....


International Climate
Cities, Other Sub-National Governments
Seek Signing Rights to Climate Treaties
International climate treaties should be opened up to cities,
states, provinces and other sub-national units of government to
sign alongside national governments, the chairman of an
international coalition of cities said Sept. 22....


International Climate
Companies Join Investors to Pledge Action
On Climate Change as World Leaders Meet
While U.S. President Barack Obama and more than 100 other
world leaders will meet in a summit devoted to climate change,
the most tangible action on global warming this week may come
from investors and companies....


International Climate
Higher Taxes, Other Trade-offs Loom Unless
U.S. Acts on Climate, Treasury Secretary Says
Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew said Sept. 22 that continued
inaction on climate change will force "hard trade-offs" between
higher taxes and larger deficits in the future as increasing global
temperatures and rising sea level strain...


International Climate
Kerry Touts Economic, Moral, Security
Reasons for Greater Climate Action
Existing international efforts to address climate change are "not
meeting the challenge" but a "small window of time" remains to
avoid the worst impacts if countries intensify their responses to
the problem, Secretary...


International Climate
Rise of Carbon Markets Drives Interest
In Linking Them, Speakers on Climate Say
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The rise of carbon markets across the world is driving increased
interest from companies and governments to link those markets
together, representatives from companies and a Harvard
University researcher said Sept. 22....


Mining
Mountaintop Mine Reclamation Not Adequately
Restoring Affected Streams, Study Finds
Reclamation projects by mountaintop removal coal mining
operations in southern Appalachia aren't fully restoring local
waters, according to a new study by a university-based analysis
group....


Nanotechnology
Multiple Grouping Systems for Nanomaterials
Seen as Necessary, OECD Officials Say
Government agencies are likely to need a selection of optional
ways they could group manufactured nanomaterials for testing or
other purposes, officials from the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD) and U.S. Environmental...


Pesticides
Vitter Wants EPA to Grant More
Exemptions for Methyl Bromide Use
Sen. David Vitter (R-La.) wants the Environmental Protection
Agency to consider issuing more exemptions to allow the use of
the pesticide ingredient methyl bromide, which has been largely
phased out in the U.S. and abroad due to its ozone-depleting...


Pipeline Safety
PHMSA Adequately Assessing Rail Safety,
Not Gas Pipeline Safety, GAO Report Finds
Increased oil and gas production in the U.S., in part driven by the
availability of better drilling technology, has led to transportation
of greater quantities of these hazardous materials, and pipeline
transport may need more oversight,...


Risk Assessment
EPA Seeking Ideas From Assessors, Managers
To Make IRIS Analyses Clearer, More Useful
The Environmental Protection Agency is seeking ideas from risk
assessors and risk managers about how the agency can make its
chemical analysis processes and criteria clearer and more
useful....


Superfund
EPA Proposes Three Sites, Adds Five Others
To National Priorities List of Waste Sites
Three hazardous waste sites would be added to the National
Priorities List under a rule proposed Sept. 22 by the
Environmental Protection Agency (79 Fed. Reg. 56539)....


Superfund
PRP May Proceed With Counterclaim
Against State Agency as CERCLA ‘Operator'
A potentially responsible party may proceed with its Superfund
counterclaims against California alleging the state government
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mismanaged the cleanup, the U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of California held Sept. 16 (Calif....


Sustainability
Companies Including Ikea, Mars Lead Effort
To Reach 100 Percent Renewable Energy
Ikea Group, Mars Inc. and about a dozen other companies are
launching a campaign to convince other businesses to join them
in being powered entirely by renewable energy....


Vehicle Fuels
Renewable Fuel Standard Opponents
Urge OMB Not to Increase Requirements
Opponents of the Renewable Fuel Standard ranging from
environmentalists to gasoline refiners urged the Obama
administration not to increase the Environmental Protection
Agency's 2014 Renewable Fuel Standard requirements at a
White...


Water Pollution
EPA Won't Appeal Case Finding No Need
To Get Discharge Permit for Feedlot Runoff
The Environmental Protection Agency has decided not to pursue
its appeal of a federal district court ruling that said agricultural
stormwater from farmyards is not subject to Clean Water Act
discharge permits (Alt v. EPA,4th Cir., No. 13-2200,...


Water Pollution
Fourth Circuit Will Hear Arguments in Cases
Challenging EPA Cooling Water Intake Rule
Half a dozen challenges to the Environmental Protection Agency's
final cooling water intake rule will be argued in a single
consolidated case before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth
Circuit, a judicial panel decided Sept. 22....


Water Resources
Navajo Nation Files Notice of Appeal
Regarding Standing in Colorado River Case
The Navajo Nation signaled its intent to appeal a district court
ruling that it lacks standing to claim that the Department of the
Interior failed in its trust obligations to protect the Navajo's
Colorado River water rights (Navajo Nation...


Delaware Law Expands Hazardous Chemical Scope
Legislation (S.B. 199) signed by Delaware Gov. Jack Markell (D)
amends the state's Extremely Hazardous Substances Risk
Management Act to bring it in line with changes to the federal
Clean Air Act Amendments and Risk Management Plan rule....


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


SEPTEMBER 22 FEDERAL REGISTER


SEPTEMBER 23 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Expert: Fears over RFS push investors away from biofuel
Date: Tuesday, June 03, 2014 8:23:39 AM


News Headline: Expert: Fears over RFS push investors away from biofuel | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Des Moines Register - Online


News Text: Fiberight could soon start using landfill waste to make ੈ€œtrashanolੈ€  on an industrial


scale. (Photo: GABRIELLA DUNN/IOWA WATCH )
 
When technology for advanced biofuels started taking off, federal lawmakers had high hopes for a
massive expansion of the ethanol industry.
 
In an effort to accelerate the growth of domestic fuels, Congress passed a law in 2005 mandating
that transportation fuel sold in the United States contain a minimum amount of renewable fuels.
Expanded in 2007, the mandate, called the Renewable Fuel Standard, required that the country's
transportation fuel contain at least 36 billion gallons of renewable fuels annually by 2022, with 21
billion coming from advanced biofuels, including 16 billion from cellulosic ethanol alone,
 
But the cellulosic industry has been unable to meet annual mandates for renewable fuel. As a result,
the EPA has proposed trimming them. For 2014, the mandate for all renewable fuels has been
reduced 16 percent, to 15.21 billion gallons, with cellulosic ethanol getting slashed to only 17 million


gallons this year ੈ€” down from the original 2014 goal of 1.75 billion. The proposal is open for public


comment, and the Environmental Protection Agency should reach a final decision this month.
 
"I guess it will give some lawyers some jobs to try to figure out how to end a piece of legislation that,
when it was written, was so out of touch with reality," said Henry Lee, public policy professor at
Harvard University. "You can't create a mandate for something that does not exist commercially."
 
Jeff Passmore, former vice president of Iogen, a company that makes cellulosic ethanol, said
uncertainty and fear about changing the Renewable Fuel Standard caused investors to hold back on
essential funding for the industry.
 
"What we need is confidence in the market that there's going to be policy stability coming out of
Washington in the RFS," Passmore said.
 
Another concern facing cellulosic ethanol is the blend wall, or the maximum amount of ethanol that
can be blended in with gasoline.
 
The U.S. standard mixture of ethanol and gasoline is E10, which means 10 percent ethanol and 90
percent gasoline. Because corn ethanol produces more than 10 percent, the cellulosic biofuel
industry confronts a saturated market.
 
The EPA approved the use of E15 fuel, which increased the size of the ethanol market, but it hasn't
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yet become the industry standard.
 
But straight biofuels and higher blends of ethanol, like E85, call for specialized pumps and cars that
have limited availability throughout the nation. The expense of building E85 infrastructure is
sometimes paid at the gas station's expense, or split with the fuel supplier on the contingency of
selling only their fuel at the pump.
 
Most E85 infrastructures are concentrated in the Midwest because proximity to the ethanol cuts
down on transportation. But if trash-based ethanol becomes successful, it would open the door for


ethanol production in all corners of the nation ੈ€” and on a year-round basis.


 
"Because it is so abundantly available near large population centers where fuel is demanded, we
think that municipal solid waste is really the premier advanced biofuel feedstock," said Ted Kniesche,
vice president of business development at Fulcrum BioEnergy.
 
Read or Share this story:
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/money/business/2014/06/01/trash-gas-expert-says-fears-
renewable-fuel-standard-push-investors-away-biofuels/9804511/
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


McCarthy Promises Flexibility Under Clean Power Plan to Avoid Outages


Posted April 23, 2015, 4:08 P.M. ET


By Nushin Huq


The Environmental Protection Agency will provide flexibility in its Clean Power Plan as needed to
protect the reliability of the nation's electricity, EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy said today in Houston
during the IHS Energy CERAweek conference.


“Reliability is a high priority for all of us, so it's good we're discussing it,” McCarthy said. “There is no
scenario I will accept where reliability comes into question. Period.”


McCarthy's comments come a couple of days after the North American Electric Reliability Corp., or
NERC, a nonprofit that assures adequate voltage and power reserves, asked the EPA to delay the 2020
deadline to start implementing the Clean Power Plan so there is no disruption in electricity service.


“We can look at stringency, timing, phasing-in, glide path,” McCarthy said. “We will give you the time
and space you need to take a reliability-first approach that's in line with your long-term planning, and
gives you the latitude to adapt as market demands change.”


Among the 3.9 million comments received regarding the plan, a number of them are from states and
industry that express concern that states won't be able to meet the interim goals set in the initial plan.
McCarthy said the EPA has read those comments and the agency is reviewing those goals.


By 2020, there will still be a significant portion of energy coming from coal; 30 percent is expected,
McCarthy said.


“This plan has a place for every type energy,” McCarthy said. “The EPA is not an energy policy agency;
we are a carbon-reducing agency.”


McCarthy also took issue with industry claims of economic harms that will result if the plan goes into
effect.


“While reliability is a high priority for everyone, let's not waste time and energy worrying about
scenarios that cannot and will not happen,” McCarthy said. “No peer-reviewed economic literature, no
historical record, comes close to supporting the claims of massive job losses from reducing pollution. In
EPA's 45-year history, we've cut air pollution 70 percent while GDP has tripled.”


Inhofe Unconvinced of Link Between Earthquakes, Fracking


Posted April 23, 2015, 3:49 P.M. ET
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By Anthony Adragna


Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.) told Bloomberg BNA today that he remains skeptical of evidence that
energy development operations in his state are connected to greater incidences of earthquakes, despite an
Oklahoma agency report linking the two.


Inhofe said Oklahoma has shown a “responsible and measured approach” in evaluating scientific
evidence on the links between earthquakes and hydraulic fracturing operations. He said there is significant
disagreement from prominent sources about the connection, pointing to statements from the National
Academy of Sciences in 2012 that there is low risk of seismic events from fracking operations.


“Oklahoma is located on a fault line, and seismic activity is believed to have been going on for
thousands of years, so looking at seismic data from the mid-1970s to make definitive conclusions about
industry connections is short-sighted,” Inhofe said.


His comments come after the Oklahoma Geologic Survey said April 21 that it was “very likely” the
majority of recent earthquakes in the state were due to the underground injection or disposal of water
associated with oil and gas production.


USGS Models to Predict Earthquakes Tied to Oil, Gas Wastewater Injection


Posted April 23, 2015, 3:39 P.M. ET


By Tripp Baltz


The U.S. Geological Survey has released a report outlining a preliminary set of models to forecast how
often earthquakes are expected to occur in areas where seismic activity has been linked to the disposal of
oil and gas wastewater deep underground.


An increase in earthquake activity in the central and eastern U.S. has been linked to operations that
dispose of wastewater by injecting it into deep wells, the USGS said today. Just two days ago the
Oklahoma Geological Survey concluded it is “very likely” that the majority of earthquakes in the state have
been triggered by the injection of produced water in disposal wells.


The USGS report includes models that aim to calculate how often earthquakes are expected to occur in
the next year and “how hard the ground will likely shake as a result,” the survey said. Future research will
incorporate data from the western states as well, the survey said.


Policies in Place to Address Quake Risk From Oil, Gas Work, Lawmakers Told


Posted April 23, 2015, 2:31 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


A Texas state regulator and a geology professor told a congressional committee today that policies and
strategies exist for dealing with earthquake risks from oil and gas drilling and wastewater injection.


Oil and gas companies are expected to avoid drilling at geological fault lines, Texas Railroad
Commission Chairman Christi Craddick told the House Science, Space and Technology Committee.


If a fault line is known, “we're not allowing drilling to occur in that fault,” Craddick testified. “We take
that into account, as do companies. That's part of their risk assessment.”


Donald Siegel, a Syracuse University geology professor, told the committee that high-pressure
injection of wastewater into disposal wells can cause earthquakes, although most of them are too faint for
people to feel. Hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, uses much water, some of which is then sent to injection
disposal wells.


Siegel said a remedy probably is to use more disposal wells spread out over a larger area to reduce
the volume and pressure within any given well. Recycling of wastewater also can reduce the need of
disposal wells, he noted.


The hearing came just days after the Oklahoma Geological Survey concluded it is “very likely that the
majority of earthquakes, particularly those in central and north-central Oklahoma, are triggered by the
injection of produced water in disposal wells.”


Senators Ask EPA to ‘Reverse Course’ on Renewable Fuel Standard


Posted April 23, 2015, 3:43 P.M. ET
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By Ari Natter


The Environmental Protection Agency should increase the amount of biofuels required in its finalized
Renewable Fuel Standard, 37 senators wrote in a letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy.


“As you work toward finalizing the proposed rule on biofuels volume requirements for 2014 and
subsequent years under the Renewable Furl Standard (RFS), we urge you to take this opportunity to
reverse course from the 2014 proposed rule and craft targets for domestic biofuels that reflect Congress’
intended goals for the RFS,” senators said in the letter.


The letter, which was sent today, was led by Sens. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) and Amy Klobuchar (D-
Minn.).


China Fears ‘Backsliding’ From Future U.S. Leaders on Climate


Posted April 23, 2015, 3:38 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


China is well aware of Republican attacks on President Barack Obama’s climate agenda, but hopes his
efforts toward an international climate deal that includes the U.S. won’t be undercut by his opponents or
his successor, China negotiator Ago Feng said today.


“We are aware of the dynamics and what conservatives, mostly Republicans, are saying” in opposition
to U.S. participation in the global accord, to be finalized later this year in Paris, Ago said. He spoke at a
Center for Climate and Energy Solutions forum.


Whether the U.S. can maintain its commitment to any deal could be at risk depending on who wins the
presidency in 2016, he said.


“Everything will depend on the outcome of the next general elections,” the negotiator said, but China
“fully” hopes “there will be no backsliding,” by future administrations.


Ago said China is “encouraged” by the Obama administration's commitment to the United Nations
climate deal, which if agreed to would be the first to commit developed and developing nations alike to
address their greenhouse gas emissions.


Moniz Still Sees No `Compelling' Case for Removing U.S. Crude Oil Export Ban


Posted April 23, 2015, 4:06 P.M. ET


By Nushin Huq


Industry still has not presented a compelling economic case for lifting the ban on U.S. crude oil
exports, Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz told reporters today during the IHS Energy CERAweek
conference.


“This is a Department of Commerce issue, so I'm not for it or against it,” Moniz said. “I'm just saying
from an economic perspective, we still import 7 million barrels of crude a day, so I don't think the
economic arguments have been compelling.”


He added that members of Congress from both parties also have been wary of lifting the ban.


Within the decade, Moniz said he expects U.S. exports of liquefied natural gas, or LNG, will be on par
with Qatar, on the scale of 10 billion cubic feet per day.


“The U.S. will be a big player in the global LNG market even if we don't export anything,” Moniz said.
“We used to import and now we're not doing that.”


New England Governors to Pursue Cost-Effective Energy Measures


Posted April 23, 2015, 3:05 P.M. ET


By Martha Kessler


New England governors at a roundtable session to discuss energy issues the six-state area faces
agreed today to pursue actions at the state level that will allow them to advance regional efforts to
reduces costs, strengthen grid reliability and enhance regional economic competitiveness.


Governors from Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Vermont and a representative
from the New Hampshire governor's office said in a joint statement that cost-effective investment in new
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natural gas infrastructure and continued integration of clean energy resources are keys to solving the
problems the region faces. They also identified aggressive investment in other clean energy solutions and
distributed generation as important to resolving the challenges.


“This problem is greater than any one state can solve alone,” the governors said.


They also released an action plan outlining the steps each state plans to pursue before meeting again
this summer.


At a news conference following the meeting in Hartford, Conn., the governors said they recognize that
each state faces different challenges in addressing the issues and work will continue at the state level to
advance regional solutions.


House Committee to Release Efficiency Portion of Energy Bill


Posted April 23, 2015, 3:45 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The House Energy and Commerce Committee soon plans to release draft text of the energy efficiency
section of comprehensive energy legislation it is developing, a committee aide told Bloomberg BNA
today.


The title of the energy efficiency section will be released prior to an April 30 subcommittee hearing on
the legislation, the aide said.


Other parts of the legislation, which committee members plan to bring to the floor later this year,
include titles on infrastructure, “energy diplomacy” and the workforce related to the energy industry,
according to a framework released by Republican committee leaders earlier this year.


USDA to Use Loans, Incentives to Reduce Carbon From Farms, Forestry


Posted April 23, 2015, 2:59 P.M. ET


By Nora Macaluso


The Obama administration plans to use a combination of voluntary programs authorized in the 2014
farm bill to provide incentives to farmers, ranchers and forest landowners to reduce carbon emissions and
increase carbon sequestration, with the aim of cutting emissions by more than 120 million metric tons of
carbon dioxide equivalent by 2025.


The Agriculture Department will encourage actions that promote soil health, improve nutrient
management and conserve forest resources, in addition to promoting energy efficiency and renewable
energy use, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said in a speech at Michigan State University, where he
planned to meet with farmers, ranchers and others about the effort.


Companies including Wal-Mart Stores Inc. and the Walt Disney Co., along with organizations including
the Fertilizer Institute, the Nature Conservancy and the Environmental Defense Fund, are taking actions to
reduce emissions under the plan, the USDA said.


Advisory Board: Canada Needs National Approach to Carbon Price


Posted April 23, 2015, 3:53 P.M. ET


By Peter Menyasz


A federal approach to carbon pricing may be the only way Canada could meet its international
commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, said a member of an influential advisory board.


While several Canadian provinces have adopted carbon taxes or cap-and-trade programs, Prime
Minister Stephen Harper's Conservative government has rejected consideration of a carbon tax as a
burden on the Canadian economy. But Liberal leader Justin Trudeau, challenging Harper in this year's
election, has said he would establish a national standard for carbon pricing.


Michael Burt, director of industrial economic trends at the not-for-profit Conference Board of Canada,
said the provincial programs likely will not be sufficient for Canada to meet its goal under the Copenhagen
Accord of a 17 percent GHG reduction from 2005 levels by 2020.


“We need to do more, but there's not a lot of easy fixes,” Burt said yesterday. “The only way we're
going to meet our targets is through a national approach.”
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Canada is limited on the greenhouse gas emissions reductions it can make, he said. While the U.S. and
China can make significant changes to emissions levels by cutting the amount of coal they burn to
generate electricity, two-thirds of Canada's electricity is derived from renewable sources, primarily
hydroelectricity.


Lawmakers Ask Interior to Expand Proposed Oil, Gas Leasing Program


Posted April 23, 2015, 12:42 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The Interior Department should increase the size of its proposed offshore oil and gas leasing plan,
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Chair Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) and 162 other lawmakers said in a
letter today.


The draft plan, released earlier this year, proposes 14 lease sales from 2017 to 2022, the smallest
number of potential lease sales in the program's history.


“We fear that the currently proposed DPP sets the stage for energy insecurity instead of domestic
prosperity,” lawmakers said in the letter, which was addressed to Interior Secretary Sally Jewell. “We ask
that you actually work with Congress on this important proposal.”


EU Restricts Lead Products That Children May Put in Their Mouths


Posted April 23, 2015, 1:24 P.M. ET


By Stephen Gardner


The European Commission today published a regulation that restricts in the European Union after June
1, 2016, the use of lead and lead compounds in any product that children may put in their mouths.


The regulation amends Annex XVII of the EU's REACH law (Regulation No. 1907/2006 on the
registration, evaluation and authorization of chemicals) and limits the presence of lead to 0.05 percent by
weight in items that fall within its scope.


The regulation applies to a broad range of products, but noted that “it is considered that an article or
accessible part of an article may be placed in the mouth by children if it is smaller than 5 centimeters in
one dimension or has a detachable or protruding part of that size.”


Guidelines on what does and does not fall within its scope “should be developed,” the regulation said,
but did not provide a date by when they might be available.


The regulation does exempt keys, locks, padlocks and musical instruments because “there seems to be
a lack of suitable alternatives to lead in the manufacture of those articles,” as well as items containing lead
that are already covered by restrictions in EU legislation.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Time to close the books on U.S. biofuels policy
Date: Thursday, May 08, 2014 7:22:33 AM


News Headline: Time to close the books on U.S. biofuels policy | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Hill - Online, The
News Text: Today, seventeen industry leaders from a diverse swath of America's business landscape
have convened in Washington united in concern over bad government policy albeit hopeful that a
solution is near. Representing interests as disparate as cattle ranchers to snowmobile manufacturers
and concrete producers, these men and women have come from across the country to make a final
plea to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to stick to proposed reductions to the Renewable
Fuel Standard's biofuel blending requirements in 2014. As the EPA's final ruling looms, it's become all
too clear that America's biofuels policy has failed as consumers face consequences like engine
damage, greater gasoline costs, rising food prices and dirtier air as more and more ethanol is
blended into our gasoline supply.
 
Confronted by rising foreign oil imports and heightened demand for gasoline in 2005, policymakers
thought it wise to mandate the blending of biofuels —mostly in the form of corn-based ethanol—
into U.S. gasoline to address what appeared to be a dark energy future. Fortunately, since that time,
nothing short of a domestic energy miracle has increased production at home, diminished our
import reliance and transformed America's energy landscape. At the same time, gas demand has
tempered as vehicle technology continues to improve and our cars become more efficient. Yet, all
the while, the EPA has insisted that more ethanol be burned despite cries from consumers and
industry alike.
 
By requiring 16.55 billion gallons of biofuel be blended into U.S. gasoline last year, the EPA has
pushed the United States to the edge of the “blend wall”―the threshold at which the Renewable
Fuel Standard (RFS) requires more ethanol be blended into our gasoline than our nation's engines
and infrastructure can safely accommodate. Despite the EPA's acknowledgement that we have
reached the blend wall and that there are constraints to using higher ethanol quantities, the agency
continues to push gasoline blended with 15 percent ethanol (E15) despite its unsuitability for use in
heavy-duty vehicles, vehicles built before 2001, marine engines and small engines such as
lawnmowers and chainsaws due to engine failure. In fact, more than 90 percent of the vehicles on
the road today are not approved by manufacturers to use E15, including most 2001-2013 models.
 
In spite of EPA's approval, newer vehicles also experience mechanical trouble with ethanol according
to a recent Coordinating Research Council study. Chrysler, Ford, General Motors, Honda, Toyota,
Nissan and BMW have said their warranties would not cover engines that use more than 10 percent
ethanol because it's corrosive and harms engines. Thus, the EPA is, in effect, putting consumers on
the hook for costly repair bills and at -risk on the road.
 
As if that's not enough, consumers are forced to return to the pump more frequently and at greater
cost since ethanol fuel blends (like E15) have 33 percent less energy per gallon than regular gasoline
and deliver lower mileage.
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The sting doesn't stop with our cars and engines. With more than 40 percent of the U.S. corn crop
now earmarked for ethanol production, food producers are struggling to secure adequate and
affordable supplies of the commodity that accounts for up to 70 percent of the grain fed to animals.
This is no easy feat as corn prices have spiked 275 percent since the RFS was implemented — a
crippling consequence as feed represents the largest single cost in raising chickens, turkeys, cows
and hogs. To make matters worse, when the price of raising livestock and poultry grows, shoppers
pay more for these items at the grocery store.
 
Just look at rising grocery costs across the country. Since the RFS was expanded in 2007, prices for
cereal and bakery products in the United States have risen 77 percent, while prices for meat,
poultry, fish and eggs have increased 78 percent.  Altogether, the average U.S. family of four faced a
$2,000 increase in food costs last year due to the effects of higher corn prices brought on largely by
the RFS.
 
And for what? Since its implementation, the RFS has contributed to the plowing of more than 23
million acres of wetlands and grasslands – an area the size of Indiana – in order to grow crops to
meet our ethanol mandate. Overall, lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions from corn ethanol in 2012
were higher than from gasoline ―and will be for years to come according to analysis by the EPA, the
very organization responsible for raising the corn ethanol mandate.
 
The ongoing cost of supporting the biofuel industry through mandates and subsidies has been
estimated to cost the U.S.  $159 billion from 2008 to 2022 at the expense—literally— of American
consumers and the various industries they work in. The EPA has wisely proposed to reduce 2014
blending requirements in order to avert the looming blend wall crisis. Let's hope they stick to this
proposal when they finalize their ruling in the coming weeks as a sign of good faith to the many
businesses and citizens that have raised concern with this policy and the many consequences it
leaves in its wake.
 
Ken Klippen is the Spokesperson for The National Association of Egg Farmers. Greg Gibeson is a
member of the board of directors for the Recreational Boaters of California.
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Cellulosic Ethanol Can Emit More Carbon Than Gasoline, University Study Says


By Andrew Childers
April 21 — Using corn stover to produce cellulosic ethanol releases carbon dioxide that would
otherwise have been stored in the soil, according to a study published in the April 20 edition of
the journal Nature Climate Change.
 
The study, “Biofuels From Crop Residue Can Reduce Soil Carbon and Increase CO2
Emissions,” said that ethanol produced from corn stover can emit 7 percent more life-cycle
greenhouse gases than gasoline. Those emissions exceed the 60 percent life-cycle greenhouse
gas emissions reduction required to qualify as an advanced biofuel under the renewable fuel
standard, researchers from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln said.
 
The study said that removing corn stover—stalks, leaves and cobs in cornfields after the
harvest—to produce cellulosic ethanol generates an additional 50 grams to 70 grams of carbon
dioxide per megajoule of biofuel energy produced.
 
The study was funded through a three-year, $500,000 grant from the Energy Department and



mailto:asif.a.ansari@usps.gov

mailto:Gerber.Linda@epa.gov

mailto:Haerer.Ryan@epa.gov

mailto:Barolo.Mark@epa.gov

mailto:asif.a.ansari@usps.gov









compared carbon dioxide measurements taken from a Nebraska cornfield between 2001 and
2010 to validate its emissions model based on 36 field studies across North America, Africa,
Asia and Europe.
 
Methodology Disputed
 
Both the Environmental Protection Agency and biofuels producers disputed the study's
conclusions, arguing its methodology was flawed. They said the study greatly overestimates
the amount of stover that would be harvested to produce cellulosic ethanol.
 
“This paper is based on a hypothetical assumption that 100 percent of corn stover in a field is
harvested; an extremely unlikely scenario that is inconsistent with recommended agricultural
practices,” the EPA said in a statement. “As such, it does not provide useful information
relevant to the lifecycle GHG emissions from corn stover ethanol. EPA's lifecycle analysis
assumes up to 50 percent corn stover harvest. EPA selected this assumption based on data in
the literature and in consultation with agronomy experts at USDA to reflect current
agricultural practices.”
 
Bob Dinneen, president and chief executive officer of the Renewable Fuels Association, said
that currently only 10 percent to 25 percent of stover is harvested for cellulosic ethanol
production.
 
“The results are based on sweeping generalizations, questionable assumptions, and an opaque
methodology,” he said in an April 21 statement. “The authors offer no robust explanation for
why their findings contradict other recent, highly regarded research. Ultimately, this paper
should be seen for what it truly is—a modeling exercise of a hypothetical scenario that bears
no resemblance to the real world.”
 
For More Information
The study “Biofuels From Crop Residue Can Reduce Soil Carbon and Increase CO2 Emissions” is available at
http://www.nature.com/nclimate/journal/vaop/ncurrent/full/nclimate2187.html.
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NEWS


Biotechnology
Pending Plan to Approve Crop Bans
By EU Countries Attacked From All Sides
European Union farmers and food importers, along with U.S.
exporters, said the European Commission's plan to re-nationalize
the approval process for genetically modified (GM) crop imports
used for food and animal feed will break EU...


Chemicals
Lead Renovators Certifications Extended
The Environmental Protection Agency will extend certifications of
certain lead paint renovators while it completes a final rule that
could change training requirements, the agency said in a separate
final rule issued online April 9. The...


Chemicals
Production Thresholds Triggering Obligation
To File Reports in 2016 Summarized by EPA
A fact sheet offering chemical manufacturers guidance on
production volumes that will trigger Chemical Data Reporting
(CDR) rule submissions was posted by the Environmental
Protection Agency April 9....


Climate Regulation
EPA Unsure About Deadline Extensions
For State Clean Power Plan Compliance
The Environmental Protection Agency is open to revising interim
carbon dioxide emissions reductions targets in its Clean Power
Plan, but that doesn't necessarily mean it will grant states
additional time to comply, Administrator Gina...
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Clinton Candidacy to Put Focus on Strength
Of Environmental Record, Splits With Obama
Hillary Clinton, the presumptive favorite for the Democratic
presidential nomination in 2016, has a strong record on
protecting the environment and calling for action on climate
change over more than two decades of public service. But she...


Energy
PJM Responds to FERC Deficiency Letter
On Capacity Performance Proposal
PJM Interconnection LLC responded April 10 to a Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission deficiency letter on the capacity
performance proposal by the regional transmission organization
(RTO)....


Enforcement
Refrigeration Company Would Pay $3 Million
In Proposed Settlement of Toxic Gas Case
The Justice Department has proposed that a refrigeration
company pay $3 million to settle civil charges connected with
toxic gas leaks at an Alabama facility, according to a Federal
Register notice scheduled for publication April 13....


Environmental Justice
FHWA Publishes Guide to Help Agencies
Meet Environmental Justice Requirements
A comprehensive "reference guide" to help transportation
practitioners comply with environmental justice requirements has
been published by the Federal Highway Administration. ...


Hazardous Waste
EPA to Delay Until May 2016 Release
Of E-Manifest Fee Structure Proposal
The Environmental Protection Agency said it is delaying until May
2016 the release of a proposed fee structure to support a national
electronic system for submitting hazardous waste manifests....


Hydraulic Fracturing
Legislation to Allow Fracking Permits
In 2017 Clears Maryland General Assembly
Maryland could start issuing permits for hydraulic fracturing on
Oct. 1, 2017, under legislation (H.B. 449) that cleared the
General Assembly April 10....


Mining
In-Situ Uranium Mining Rule Comment Period Extended
The Environmental Protection Agency is giving the public an extra
30 days to comment on a proposed rule addressing possible
groundwater contamination from in-situ uranium mining
operations. The rule was published Jan. 26, and the comment...


Oil & Gas
Shell Exploration Plan for 2015 in Arctic
Submitted for BOEM Review, Public Comment
Royal Dutch Shell Plc has filed a revised exploration plan to drill
up to six wells in the Chukchi Sea this summer by using a drillship
and a floating drilling platform that will back each other up in the
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event of problems, according to a document...


Oil & Gas
Wyoming Land Board Says EOG Resources
Doesn't Have to Pay Royalties on Flared Gas
The Wyoming State Board of Land Commissioners approved a
request by EOG Resources Inc. for royalty-free disposition of gas
flared at its wells on state-leased lands. ...


Oil Spills
Vancouver Harbor Spill Shows Response 
Inadequate, British Columbia Premier Says
British Columbia Premier Christy Clark April 10 criticized the slow
reaction to a spill from a freighter into Vancouver Harbor, saying
it indicates Canada is not ready to handle heavy oil pipelines to
the coast....


Pesticides
Settlement Reached in Monarch Butterfly Case
The Natural Resources Defense Council has reached a settlement
with the Environmental Protection Agency in a lawsuit against the
EPA over the effects of the herbicide glyphosate on monarch
butterfly habitat, according to a document filed...


Science Policy
Science Advisory Board Reform Effort Evokes
Bill Vetoed by Reagan, Former Official Says
Legislation that would alter the membership of the Environmental
Protection Agency's Science Advisory Board is reminiscent of a
legislative provision President Ronald Reagan vetoed in 1982, a
former EPA and American Chemistry Council...


Solid Waste
Energy Industry Groups First to Sue
EPA Over New Definition of Solid Waste
Four associations representing the natural gas and electric power
industry are challenging the Environmental Protection Agency's
recently promulgated definition of solid waste (RIN 2050-AG62),
which the agency believes balances...


Solid Waste
Management Regimes for Drilling Wastes
Can Vary Widely by State, Regulators Find
Resurgent oil and gas production in the U.S. has significantly
increased volumes of generated waste but states have widely
varying regulatory programs for managing the by-products, a
report from state waste management officials concludes....


Superfund
EPA Issues Financial Assurance Guidance
For Superfund Site Settlement Agreements
The Environmental Protection Agency has issued new internal
guidance to assist its regional offices in ensuring financial
assurance requirements are set forth in settlement agreements
regarding Superfund sites....


Sustainability
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Bond Sales of $80 Billion for Environment,
Clean Energy in 2015 Seen Doubling Market
Investors are forecast to purchase as much as $80 billion in
bonds supporting clean power and the environment this year, as
growing interest from potential backers meets surging demand
for renewable energy....


Vehicle Fuels
EPA to Propose Renewables Standards
By June 1, Issue Final Rule by Nov. 30
The Environmental Protection Agency announced an aggressive
schedule April 10 that would bring its lagging renewable fuel
standard program back into compliance with the statutory
deadlines (Am. Fuel & Petrochemical Mfrs v. EPA, D....


Water Pollution
California Officials Adopt Statewide Policy
To Control Trash in Waterways, Ocean
California water quality officials have adopted the nation's first
statewide policy to keep trash from flowing into the state's
waterways and the ocean....


Water Pollution
EPA, Corps Would Have 30 Days to Withdraw
Jurisdiction Rule Under Draft House Bill
The Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers would have 30 days to withdraw the joint rule clarifying
Clean Water Act jurisdiction over the nation's waters and
wetlands, according to a draft House bill obtained...


Wetlands
Appeals Courts Split as Eighth Circuit Finds
Jurisdictional Determination Is Final Action
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit ruled April 10 that
a jurisdictional determination under the Clean Water Act
regarding Minnesota wetlands is a final agency action subject to
judicial review, creating an apparent split among...


REGULATORY AGENDA


APRIL 10 FEDERAL REGISTER


APRIL 13 FEDERAL REGISTER


Comment Deadlines
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: U.S. court rejects challenge to 2013 renewable fuel standard
Date: Thursday, May 08, 2014 7:23:29 AM


News Headline: U.S. court rejects challenge to 2013 renewable fuel standard | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Reuters - Online
News Text: WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A U.S. appeals court on Tuesday threw out an oil industry
challenge to the Obama administration's 2013 biofuel mandate, ruling that the government has
"wide latitude" to decide whether to modify renewable fuel use targets, and by how much.
 
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit rejected arguments from refiners that
the Environmental Protection Agency had not thoroughly considered how renewable fuel credits are
used to satisfy federal targets.
 
The ruling could have broad implications for the biofuel mandate, as various groups weigh
challenges to EPA's management of the program. The EPA's final 2014 quotas are due out in June.
 
The Renewable Fuel Standard requires increasing amounts of biofuels such as ethanol to be blended
into U.S. gasoline and diesel supplies through 2022.
 
U.S. refiners need to accumulate credits, or Renewable Identification Numbers (RINs), to prove they
have blended their share of renewable fuels into gasoline and diesel. If they do not blend, they need
to buy RINs.
 
The oil industry unsuccessfully urged the EPA to lower the federal mandate to use 16.55 billion
gallons of biofuels in 2013, saying it would unduly burden refiners.
 
In its challenge PBF Energy said EPA should not consider the use of left over ethanol credits from
2012 when setting targets for 2013.
 
"This contention is meritless," the court said, adding that "EPA was entitled to conclude, as it did,
that it had wide latitude to consider a range of factors as appropriate."
 
Monroe Energy, a subsidiary of Delta Air Lines that operates the Trainer refinery complex in
Pennsylvania, said the EPA's decision not to cut 2013 biofuel targets did not take into account that
companies might need to carry over some ethanol credits for use in 2014, when it finalized the 2013
targets.
 
The company said the spike in RIN prices last year could cost Monroe more than $100 million.
 
But the court ruled that expensive fuel credits were not enough to warrant vacating the target and
that there was "no ground to conclude the 2013 standards are unlawful simply because RINs are
costlier than in prior years."
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The court added that higher RIN prices should provide an incentive to invest in more fueling
infrastructure and in diversification of the fuel supply.
 
Other challenges to the 2013 biofuel rule have not yet been ruled upon, the court noted.
 
The biofuel mandate was conceived at a time when fuel demand was expected to rise steadily.
 
But a slow economy and rising auto efficiency have kept fuel use stagnant, putting the nation on a
course where the biofuel mandate will require more use of ethanol than U.S. fuel markets can
currently absorb.
 
It was the approach of this so called "blend wall" that boosted RIN prices in 2013.
 
(Additional reporting by Lawrence Hurley; Editing by Howard Goller, Ros Krasny and Diane Craft
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Ethanol fuel content in the press. 
 
Where are all the “we gotta get higher ethanol percentage in the fuel stream to meet Congress’
mandated blend wall” doom-sayers? I haven’t heard squat from them in years.
 
Lamar
 
 


From: Stan Boyd 
Sent: Thursday, May 19, 2016 7:41 AM
To: Lamar Bradley; Kate.Harper@ag.tn.gov; Ashley Ball; Rhonda Key
Subject: Compatibility in the Press
 
Just an fyi
 
Stan Boyd, Director
Division of Underground Storage Tanks
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower
312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, 12th Floor
Nashville, TN 37243
(615) 532-0730
TN-Dept-of-Env-&-Consrvtn-Color-PMS


stan.boyd@tn.gov  
http://www.tennessee.gov/environment
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Efforts Grow to Limit Ethanol Use 
Legislation aims to limit volume to 9.7% of projected demand 



May 18, 2016 



WASHINGTON -- Proposed legislation in the House 



would keep the ethanol content in the nation’s 



gasoline supply below 10%, thwarting attempts to 



grow the market for higher ethanol blends. 



The Food and Fuel Consumer Protection Act (HR 



5180), introduced by U.S. Reps. Bill Flores (R-



Texas), Peter Welch (D-Vt.), Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.) 



and Jim Costa (D-Calif.), aims to limit ethanol-



blending mandates under the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS). It cites concerns about the blend 



wall—the total amount of ethanol that refiners can safely blend into gasoline based on the ability of 



the current vehicle fleet to use it—as well as protecting small engines that cannot run on higher 



ethanol blends and keeping food costs in check as corn is refined into fuel. 



The bill would require renewable volume obligations (RVO) for ethanol under the RFS to be no 



greater than 9.7% of total volume of gasoline projected to be sold or introduced in that calendar year. 



It would require the Energy Information Administration (EIA) to provide an estimate of total gasoline 



demand for the following calendar year by Oct. 31 of the preceding year. It also would require the 



Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to meet statutory deadlines for setting RVOs. The previous 



RVOs would apply if the EPA fails to meet its deadlines. 



“This legislation will bring greater certainty to our gasoline retailers, engine manufacturers and 



consumers by imposing statutory deadlines for the mandated ethanol volumes to be published and 



capping that volume at no more than 10%,” said Costa. “As the United States and the rest of the world 



continue to update our energy and transportation policies for the 21st century, Congress must work 



together on a bipartisan basis to pass this legislation, because it is an important step to bringing more 



certainty to the marketplace for transportation fuels.” 
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In a statement, the Petroleum Marketers Association of America (PMAA) announced its support of the 



bill, citing liability concerns that Underwriters Laboratories only certifies existing underground storage 



tank (UST) equipment to handle ethanol blends up to 10% (E10). 



“There is no path forward to recertify existing equipment for blends greater than 10% short of total 



replacement at a cost of more than $200,000 per retail site,” the PMAA statement read. It added that 



this is a roadblock to dispensing or storing E15, a 15% ethanol blend that has gained traction in the 



fuel infrastructure as chains such as Sheetz, Murphy USA and Kum & Go add it to their sites. 



“Dispensing ethanol blends higher than 10% with noncertified equipment exposes retailers to legal 



liability for noncompliance with state fire codes and will subject them to significant civil penalties and 



possible closures,” the PMAA stated, adding that equipment could also fail from handling greater than 



10% ethanol blends. 



In a statement, Bob Dineen, CEO of the Renewable Fuels Association, argued that the bill would limit 



choices for consumers. 
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NEWS


Air Pollution
States, Industry Offer Support for EPA
Proposal to Retain Lead Standards
State environmental agencies and several companies involved in
the recycling of lead batteries have endorsed the Environmental
Protection Agency's proposal to retain current national air
standards for lead....


Chemicals
Chemical Reporting Survey Exposes Gaps
In U.S. Safety Rules, Watchdog Group Says
A survey of chemical reporting in six states illustrated significant
gaps in the federal regulation of hazardous chemicals, according
to a government watchdog group’s analysis released April 16. ...


Chemicals
Core TSCA Requirements Would Be Similar
Under Udall-Vitter Proposal, Attorney Says
Many requirements chemical manufacturers face to get new
chemicals on the market would be similar under a modernized
Toxic Substances Control Act bill to requirements under existing
TSCA, an attorney with Keller and Heckman LLP said April...


Climate Change
BP Shareholders Show Unprecedented
Support for Climate Risk Proposal
Ninety-eight percent of shareholders in British oil giant BP on
April 16 supported a resolution asking for regular reporting on
how the company is preparing for risks posed by climate
change....


Climate Change
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Report: Climate Change-Caused Permafrost
Thaw Sending More Carbon Into Atmosphere
The thawing of long-frozen Arctic permafrost due to climate
change could become a significant factor in rising greenhouse gas
emissions in the coming decades, the journal Nature reported....


Climate Change
Senate Adds Climate Change Measure to Budget
The Senate adopted a non-binding measure on responses to
climate change to its annual budget resolution as it voted April 15
to form a conference committee with the House to sort out
differences between the two chambers' resolutions. The...


Climate Policy
Republicans Seen Losing Debate
On Climate as Renewables Spread
The new Republican majority in Congress has spent much of the
year vowing to block President Barack Obama’s climate change
agenda, including regulations that would force the closure of
dozens of coal-fired power plants....


Climate Regulation
Judges Skeptical of Clean Power Plan
Authority But Wary of Setting Precedent
Federal appellate judges questioned whether the Environmental
Protection Agency exceeded its legal authority when it proposed
the Clean Power Plan, but they appeared skeptical of taking the
unprecedented step of blocking the rule before...


Climate Regulation
Obama’s Emission Plan Splits
Coal Lobby From Utilities in States
Electric companies are breaking with longtime allies in the coal
industry over state-level legislation that would stymie President
Barack Obama’s carbon emissions limits....


Climate Regulation
Senate Likely to Carve Out Own Legislative
Path in Fighting EPA Power Plant Rules
Numerous Republican senators have repeatedly vowed to target
Environmental Protection Agency carbon dioxide regulations for
the nation's fleet of power plants, but more than four months into
the Republican-controlled Congress,...


Climate Regulation
Whitfield Vows All-Out Push Against Clean
Power Plan, Quick House Action on His Bill
The Environmental Protection Agency should expect an all-out
push from Congress against its proposed carbon pollution limits
from the nation's fleet of power plants because the agency is
"rewriting the Clean Air Act," Rep....


Energy
British Columbia Government Considers
Green Bonds for $7 Billion Hydroelectric Dam
British Columbia is considering selling green bonds to help fund
an C$8.8 billion ($7 billion) hydroelectric dam, among the biggest
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infrastructure projects in Canada....


Hazardous Waste
Perchloroethylene Seepage Not a Continuing
Tort, Injury Claims Time-Barred, Court Rules
Residual seepage from a 1983 chemical spill isn't a continuing
tort that tolls Louisiana's statute of limitations, so the claims of
plaintiffs who had symptoms after the spill but waited until 2003
to sue are barred, a Louisiana appeals...


Hazmat Transport
LNG Rail Transport Research Could
Lead to New Rules, PHMSA Official Says
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration is
seeking research on liquefied natural gas transport by rail that
could lead to rulemakings, an agency official said April 16....


Hazmat Transport
McDermott Bill Would Require PHMSA Rule
To Implement Strictest Tank Car Standard
Rep. Jim McDermott (D-Wash.) has introduced a sweeping bill to
address safety issues associated with transporting crude oil by
rail, including requiring the use of the most stringent tank car
standard proposed in a Transportation Department...


Hazmat Transport
PHMSA Expected to Declare HazMat Use
Of Electronic Shipping Documents ‘Feasible'
A Transportation Department office is likely to tell Congress it is
feasible for the hazardous materials industry to use electronic
shipping documents, an official said April 16....


International Climate
Formal Emissions Pledge From China Likely 
In June, Followed by India, Tubiana Says
Some of the world's largest greenhouse gas emitters, beginning
with the top emitter, China, are expected to formally submit their
pledges beginning in June toward a United Nations climate accord
to be finalized at year-end talks in Paris,...


Motor Vehicles
New Car Carbon Dioxide Emissions Fall in
European Union, Putting Bloc Ahead of Target
Average carbon dioxide emissions from new cars sold in the
European Union in 2014 were 2.6 percent lower than in 2013,
according to provisional figures the European Environment
Agency (EEA) published April 16....


Oil & Gas
More Time for Comment on Arctic Drilling Standards
The public will be given an additional 30 days to comment on the
Interior Department's proposed standards for oil and gas
exploration in federal Arctic waters, the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management said April 16. The extension will allow...


Oil & Gas
Offshore Oil, Gas Rule Readied for Public Comment
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A proposed federal rule on improvements to blowout preventers
and other well control equipment used in offshore oil and gas
drilling is scheduled for publication in the April 17 Federal
Register. The regulatory changes, written by the Bureau...


Pesticides
Methyl Bromide Investigation Expands to Puerto Rico
An Environmental Protection Agency investigation into an
improper use of the pesticide methyl bromide in the U.S. Virgin
Islands has expanded to include other potentially improper uses
of the fumigant in Puerto Rico. The EPA said it has learned...


Pesticides
New Applicator Training Standards Expected
Under Proposed EPA Certification Rule
Pesticide applicators would be subject to new training standards
under a proposed rule the Environmental Protection Agency
submitted to the White House Office of Management and Budget
April 16....


Radioactive Waste
Court Orders DOE to Pay $29.4 Million
For Breach of Contract on Spent Fuel
The U.S. Court of Federal Claims awarded $29.4 million to
System Fuels Inc. and Entergy Arkansas Inc. for the Energy
Department's failure to fulfill its contractual obligations to take
possession of spent fuel and high-level radioactive...


Renewable Energy
California Turns to Solar Power Amid
Decade-Low Hydropower Forecasts
California, expecting the lowest hydroelectric generation in a
decade, will lean on solar and natural gas-fired power to get
through spring and summer months when demand typically
peaks....


Renewable Energy
EIA Underestimating Growth of Renewables,
Cantwell Says, Echoing Environmental Groups
The Energy Information Administration has been underestimating
the contributions of renewable energy, the top Democrat on the
Senate Energy and Natural Resources said April 16 in remarks
mirroring concerns that have been voiced for years...


Renewable Energy
Florida Commission Approves Plans
For State's Largest Solar Energy Installation
Florida's Public Service Commission approved plans April 16 for
Gulf Power to develop solar power installations with generation
capacity of 120 megawatts, representing Florida's largest solar
project to date, the PSC announced....


Renewable Energy
Texas Senate Approves Legislation
That Would Close Two Renewable Programs
Environmental and renewable energy groups are criticizing
legislation approved April 14 by the Texas Senate that would end
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the renewable portfolio standard as well as Texas' Competitive
Renewable Energy Zone (CREZ) initiative, a power...


Right to Know
Dormant Lawsuit Over Reporting Exemption
For Livestock Farm Air Pollution Restarted
A coalition of environmental groups has restarted a dormant
lawsuit against the Environmental Protection Agency over
livestock pollution reporting requirements, saying the EPA has
broken a promise it made to a federal court four years ago...


Solid Waste
EPA to Publish Final Coal Ash Rule After
Technical Corrections, Months-Long Delay
The Environmental Protection Agency will publish its first national
coal ash management and disposal standards in the Federal
Register April 17 after a delay of nearly four months. ...


Toxic Substances
EU Restriction Begins on Two Parabens in Cosmetics
A European Union regulation that took effect April 16 limits the
concentration of two commonly used parabens, butylparaben and
propylparaben, to 0.14 percent in cosmetics sold in the bloc. The
regulation, which amends Annex V of the EU's...


Trade
Congress Unveils Trade Bill 
Boosting Obama’s Pacific Talks
Legislation sought by President Barack Obama to boost his trade
agenda, including a deal with Pacific nations, was unveiled in
Congress with key lawmakers agreeing on a compromise
designed to win support from reluctant Democrats....


Trade
House Republican Calls for Trade Authority
Passage to Assist Pacific Trade Deal
Rep. Pat Tiberi (R-Ohio), chairman of the House Ways and Means
Subcommittee on Trade, outlined a quick timeline for passage of
trade promotion authority legislation in comments to reporters at
a conference April 16....


Vehicle Fuels
Koch Industries Urges Senators to Oppose 
RFS Bill, Says It Doesn't Go Far Enough
Senate legislation that would remove the corn ethanol
requirement from the renewable fuel standard doesn't go far
enough and should be opposed, Koch Industries Inc. said April 16
in a letter to senators. ...


INTERVIEW


Whitfield Sees Quick Action on Bill Targeting EPA Clean
Power Plan
BLOOMBERG BNA: Let’s talk about your draft Ratepayer
Protection Act. Do you have a sense of timing for that bill and
when the House might take it up?...
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SPECIAL REPORT


Water Pollution
Senate Votes on Jurisdiction Measures Yield
Differing Reactions to Clean Water Rule
Senate support for two amendments seeking to corral an Obama
administration rulemaking on Clean Water Act jurisdiction is being
viewed by opponents of the effort as a roadmap to rescind the
rule. But supporters see the provisions as an attempt...


REGULATORY AGENDA


APRIL 16 FEDERAL REGISTER


APRIL 17 FEDERAL REGISTER


Comment Deadlines
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Training in the Western Pacific


Ben Thomas recently returned from Saipan,
CNMI, where he taught, quizzed and re-certified
40 Class A/B UST operators from the islands of
Saipan, Tinian and Rota.


CNMI, the Commonwealth of the Northern
Marinas Islands, has a rich and interesting history


 
August


Washington Class
A/B UST Operator
Training
Newhalem, WA
August 12, 2014
(Private class)


More Washington
Class A/B live
classes coming
soon.


September


Oregon Class A/B
UST Operator
Training
George Fox
University, 12753
SW 68th Avenue
Portland OR 97223-
8305
September 16,
2014, 8 AM – 3 PM
Register now


October 2014


PEI Show at NACS
Las Vegas, NV
October 7-10, 2014
Register now
Plan a meeting with
Ben Thomas with at
PEI!


EMAIL YOUR ANSWER
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and is a US territory. If you want more information
click here.


Hurricanes and UST System
Safety


Aloha! UST operators in Hawai’i are bracing for
some serious weather as Hurricane Julio bears
down on the Islands.


Here’s a helpful document to get your UST system
ready for a hurricane.


Thanks to EPA for this useful publication, which
covers:


preventing impacts due to buoyancy (tank
floating)
erosion and scour (backfill being damaged)
product displacement (water in, forcing fuel
out) and
electrical system damage.


Be safe out there!


May 2015


UST Boot Camp
Great for UST
inspectors and
compliance officers
May 12-15, 2015
Saukville, WI
Seating is
limited; Register
today


Training by the Steel
Tank Institute


Follow links for dates,
locations and pricing:


2014 STI
SP001 Aboveground
Tank System
Inspector Training


STI Cathodic
Protection Testing
Classes


 
 


READ MORE


READ MORE
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Free UST Resource Now
Available


UST Training continues to offer creative ways to
help get the right information into the hands of
UST operators who want to do the best job
possible preventing leaks and spills.


Now whether you’re a long time customer, a first-
timer, or just visiting our web site, you can
download this super helpful bundle of important
UST documents.


Washington State Class A/B
Training this summer/fall


Download Now
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UST Training has received interest in doing some
live classes in Spokane and Tri Cities.


Do you need training in those parts of the state? If
so, let us know and if we can get a minimum
headcount we can come there, are anywhere in
Washington for that matter.


We offer training on-site or in the classroom, and
can customize the course to suit your UST
systems and company policies.


Call us at 360-321-4776 or email us today!


Next Oregon Class A/B Class
Sept. 16
We still have seats available for the next Oregon
Class A/B UST operator training course set for
September 16 in Portland. The course is
sponsored by the Oregon Fuel Association
)formally Oregon Petroleum Association), whose
members get a 20% discount when registering.
The course is in Oregon but the training and


READ MORE
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certification is valid in Washington as well.


Have some new staff? Opened a new UST site?
Want a refresher? Register today!


Oregon Class A/B UST Operator Training
George Fox University, 12753 SW 68th
Avenue
Portland OR 97223-8305
September 16, 2014, 8 AM – 3 PM


Any questions just call us at 360-321-4776
or email us today.


Copyright © 2014 UST Training, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because of your relationship with UST Training. 


Our mailing address is: 
UST Training
PO Box 1591
Langley, WA 98260


Add us to your address book


unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences  


Register Now
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expand our already extensive news coverage of Capitol Hill.
We will embed a link on our homepage to Congress.gov which
offers much of the same information as our congressional
calendar in a timely manner.


NEWS


Chesapeake Bay
Virginia Farmers Who Take Voluntary Action
To Cut Pollution Can Avoid Some Mandates
Virginia farmers who voluntarily install and maintain pollution-
reducing best management practices can be granted a nine-year
safe harbor from nutrient and sediment reduction mandates
established in the Chesapeake Bay restoration program,...


Drilling
Colorado House Bill Would Require Study
On Health Impacts of Oil and Gas Activities
The Colorado House has approved a bill (H.B. 1297) that would
require the state to study and report on the health and quality of
life effects of oil and gas operations in selected communities in
the Denver metropolitan area. ...


Drilling
Preproduction Gas Wells Unexpected
Source of Methane Emissions, Study Finds
The detection of methane at levels far higher than expected in
the air above seven Pennsylvania shale gas wells prior to
hydraulic fracturing illustrates the need for improved methods of
measuring such emissions, according to a new study....
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Energy
Alberta Considers Raising Price of CO
To Win Support for Fast-Growing Oil Sector
Alberta is still considering raising the price on carbon when it
revamps its climate-change policy to win support for its oil sector,
the fastest-growing source of global warming in the nation....


Energy
Colorado Citizens Submit 17 Initiatives 
Proposing Restrictions on Oil, Gas Activity
A total of 17 citizens' initiatives have been proposed for the
November ballot that would ban or place more stringent
restrictions on oil and gas activity throughout Colorado. ...


Energy
Comment Opens on Illinois Carbon Capture Project
The Environmental Protection Agency announced April 17 that it
would be accepting public comment on a proposed permit that
would allow Archer Daniels Midland Co. to inject carbon dioxide
underground at a facility in Decatur, Ill. The project,...


Energy
FERC Pushes Electric Industry to Increase
Renewable Generation on Bulk Power Grid
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission continued its push to
integrate renewable energy generation onto the electric grid with
action April 17 on four compliance filings for a utility and three
grid operators....


Energy
Renewable Fuel Groups Oppose Motion
To Sever Issues in Blending Mandate Lawsuit
Renewable fuel producers are challenging a motion filed by the
Environmental Protection Agency and the petroleum industry that
asks a federal appeals court to sever and hold in abeyance some
challenges to the 2013 renewable fuel standard...


Energy
Russia Moving to Broadly Develop
Nontraditional Hydrocarbon Reserves
The Russian government is taking a number of steps to spur the
development of both difficult-to-extract reserves of oil and gas
and nontraditional reserves, including the creation of a regulatory
framework and support for pilot projects....


Energy
White House Asks Private Sector to Make
‘New Commitments' to Solar Development
During an announcement of a series of measures to expand the
use of solar power in homes, businesses and schools, the White
House called on private sector leaders April 17 to provide "new
commitments" to the development of solar energy....


Enforcement
Lowe's Agrees to Pay $500,000 to Settle
Allegations on Lead Renovation, Repair Rule
Lowe's Home Centers LLC has agreed to pay $500,000 to settle
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allegations that its contractors violated the Lead Renovation,
Repair and Painting Rule, federal officials announced April 17
(USA v. Lowe's Home CTRs. LLC, S.D.Ill.,...


Enforcement
N.J. Retailer Agrees to Settle Pesticide Charges
The owners of a New Jersey retail store have agreed to pay
$22,950 in civil penalties to settle alleged violations of the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act, according to the
Environmental Protection Agency. The EPA's...


Oil Spills
Research Council to Release Assessment
Of U.S. Spill Response Capabilities in Arctic
The National Research Council will release a report April 23 that
assesses the current science and engineering capacity of the U.S.
to respond to an Arctic oil spill....


Storage Tanks
EPA Pushes Back Final Regulation 
On Underground Storage Tanks to Fall
The Environmental Protection Agency now expects to finalize
regulations in fall 2014 to expand monitoring and inspection
requirements for certain underground storage tanks and will take
into account comments on the potential impacts on...


Superfund
EPA Proposes $11.2 Million for Final Cleanup
Of N.Y. Site, Improved Treatment Methods
The final phase of a long-term cleanup of contaminated
groundwater and soil at a Superfund site in Glen Cove, N.Y.,
would include improved treatment methods, at an estimated cost
of approximately $11.2 million, under an Environmental
Protection...


Toxic Substances
13 Attorneys General Oppose State Law
Preemption Provisions in House TSCA Bill
The attorneys general of 13 states sent a letter to the chairman
and ranking member of a House subcommittee April 17, saying
the preemption provisions in the draft Chemicals in Commerce
Act would effectively eliminate state authority to regulate...


Toxic Substances
Scientific Counselors Back NTP Findings
For Ortho-Toluidine, Pentachlorophenol
A board of 11 epidemiologists, toxicologists and other scientists
on April 17 overwhelmingly endorsed the National Toxicology
Program's proposed "Report on Carcinogens" classifications for
ortho-toluidine, which is used...


Trade
ITC Launches Two Investigations
On Trade in Environmental Products
Trade in environmental goods will be examined by the
International Trade Commission, which launched two
investigations on the issue April 17 at the request of the Office of
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the U.S. Trade Representative....


Water Pollution
EPA Plans Forum to Discuss Implications
Of Wastewater Blending, Seeks Experts, Data
The Environmental Protection Agency plans to hold a public forum
in June to discuss the public health implications of allowing
discharges of blended wastewater into U.S. waters during
torrential downpours. ...


Water Pollution
Maryland OKs $64 Million for Upgrades
To Local Wastewater Treatment Facilities
The Maryland Board of Public Works approved $64 million in
funding for five wastewater pipe and sewage plant upgrades,
including $15 million for construction of a sewage sludge digestor
and other technology at the largest wastewater treatment...


Water Pollution
N.C. Court Denies Motion for Stay
Of Duke Energy Groundwater Ruling
A North Carolina trial court has denied a request by Duke Energy
Progress to delay a ruling requiring "immediate action" to address
groundwater contamination from its coal ash ponds (Cape Fear
River Watch v. N.C. Env'l Mgmt. Comm'n,...


Water Resources
Lawmakers From Northwest Seek Decision
On Renegotiations for Columbia River Treaty
Twenty-six lawmakers from four states in the Northwest are
urging the U.S. government to make a decision by mid-2014 on
how to approach renegotiations for the Columbia River Treaty
with British Columbia....


Water Resources
New Nebraska Law Creates Sustainability
Fund to Help State Manage Water Supplies
Nebraska Gov. Dave Heineman (R) signed legislation, L.B. 1098,
establishing administrative and governance provisions for a newly
created Water Sustainability Fund and restructuring the state
Natural Resources Commission to administer...


BNA INSIGHTS


Litigating the Clean Air Act: Preemption of State Emissions
Torts
Several new cases address whether the federal Clean Air Act
(CAA) preempts state tort claims filed against factories, oil and
gas operations, power plants and other so-called "stationary
sources" of emissions. In these cases, judges...


CALENDAR


LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR
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From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Anderson, Will; Barolo, Mark
Subject: FW: Princeton Groundwater Courses: Pollution/Hydrol-Feb 24-Tampa, Mar 10-SanFran-Remed-Apr 28-Las Vegas
Date: Thursday, January 09, 2014 11:39:49 AM


Is there anyone on our staff who we think would benefit from taking these courses? 
 
 
 


From: Robert Cleary [mailto:robert@princeton-groundwater.ccsend.com] On Behalf Of Robert Cleary
Sent: Thursday, January 09, 2014 11:09 AM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Subject: Princeton Groundwater Courses: Pollution/Hydrol-Feb 24-Tampa, Mar 10-SanFran-Remed-Apr 28-Las Vegas
 


Having trouble viewing this email? http://tinyurl.com/khlna45


Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you took one of our courses, or have a professional
interest in groundwater training courses. To see pictures, Enable Show Images and Enable Links. Please add
robert_cleary@princeton-groundwater.com to your address book so our occasional notices end up in your inbox.
 
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.


HTML


Robert W. Cleary, John A. Cherry, Michael C. Kavanaugh, Bernard H. Kueper,
Murray D. Einarson, David Kaminski, Douglas G. Larson and Richard Rago


 


Course Date & Location:


February 24-28, 2014 Tampa, FL
March 10-14, 2014 San Francisco, CA


Course Description:


The course is the only one-week course being offered in the U.S. or Europe which
comprehensively covers all aspects of groundwater pollution and hydrology from
theory to practice. The instructors are recognized as among the top leading
experts and teachers in the field and collectively have over 150 years of practical
experience. The course is the established standard among groundwater training
courses and for this reason has consistently had the largest attendance of all
courses offered anywhere in groundwater.


Over 1,200 pages of lecture notes have been written specifically for this course.
Practical aspects are particularly emphasized through the study of illustrative case
histories of groundwater contamination and remediation developed by Geosyntec
Consultants and other leading consulting companies. Based on the results of
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several hundred projects, these lectures stress a practical approach to cleanup 
which is acclaimed by industry and regulators alike.


One of the most widespread and difficult problems in groundwater contamination
and remediation today is dense non-aqueous phase liquids (DNAPLs). Dr. John
Cherry is the co-editor and co-author of several chapters in the premier book on
the subject: "Dense Chlorinated Solvents and Other DNAPLs in Groundwater." He
is recognized as one of the leading experts in the world in the area of applied
research on assessment and remediation of DNAPLs and is the Director of the
University Consortium for Field-Focused Groundwater Contamination Research,
established in 1988. Dr. Cherry will present the basic concepts underlying the
occurrence, behavior and movement of DNAPLs in sedimentary deposits, clays
and fractured rocks.


The course will also cover the latest theory and applications of ASTM's RBCA
(Risk Based Corrective Action), including Monitored Natural Attenuation and Tiers
1, 2 and 3 in assessing groundwater contamination and establishing cleanup
criteria.


Over 1000 slides are shown throughout the entire course. Among groundwater
professionals, the Princeton Course is considered a must course of outstanding
educational value.


Course Topics:


Overview and Introduction to Groundwater Pollution and Hydrology
Principles and fundamental Concepts of Groundwater Flow, Contamination,
fate and transport and natural attenuation
Groundwater Monitoring and Sampling Technology
Remediation Strategies for RCRA, Superfund and Brownfield Sites
Illustrative Case Histories of Groundwater Contamination, Cleanup and
Management Costs and Aquifer Restoration Alternatives, including
Monitored Natural Attenuation, Bioremediation and Permeable Reactive
Barriers
Occurrence, Movement and Implications of DNAPL’s and LNAPL’s with
Respect to Site Monitoring and Remediation in Sedimentary Deposits, Clay
Aquitards and Fractured Hard Rock
Wellhead Protection under the Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments
Introduction to Mathematical Modeling in Groundwater Pollution and
Hydrology: Emphasis on Practical Applications (using MODFLOW, MT3D)
Determining Aquifer Parameters from Pumping & Slug Test Methods as
well as Borehole Flow Meters. "Pumping Tests" in the vadose zone to
determine the Radius Of Influence for Soil Vapor Extraction Remediation
Fundamental Concepts and Theory of Water and Chemical Movement in
the Unsaturated Zone; Laboratory Methods and Field Equipment to
Characterize Soils and Sample Water/Gases in the Vadose Zone
Field Collection Techniques (water, soil, vapor) and 3D Site
Characterization Techniques, including Direct Push Methods and High
Resolution K techniques


Who Should Attend?


Groundwater Hydrologists
Geologists
Engineers
Chemists
Environmental Scientists


State/Federal Regulators
Project Managers
Compliance Program Managers
Technical Experts


Course Fee: US$1,595


Course fees cover all course materials and refreshments breaks.


Course Registration:


DFN


-------------------
Click on a name below to see an


instructor's biography


Robert W. Cleary
Princeton Groundwater, Inc.


John A. Cherry
University of Guelph


Michael C. Kavanaugh
Geosyntec Consultants


Bernard H. Kueper
Department of Civil Engineering


Queen's University


David Kaminski
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Early registration is strongly advised for this popular course. Enrollment is limited
and applications will be accepted in the order they are received. To enroll today,
click here, or call (813) 964-0800. Please make checks payable to Princeton
Groundwater, Inc. The full fee is due two weeks before the first day of class unless
prior arrangements for invoicing have been made. This fee will be fully refunded if
cancellation is received 2 weeks before the course, thereafter 50% of the fee will
be refunded. Substitutions may always be made.


Course Materials and Continuing Education Units


Students will receive over 1,200 pages of lecture notes in an attractive binder. In
addition, they will be given a certificate of satisfactory completion and qualify to
receive 3.5 Continuing Education Units (CEUs). A record is kept of these units and
transcripts may be requested at a later date.


The preceding message was sent to you as a service by Princeton Groundwater Inc. If you do not wish to
receive future editions of this training news, please email remove@princetongroundwater.com 


  


QED Environmental
Systems


Douglas G. Larson
Geosyntec Consultants
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Register at:


PRINCETON GROUNDWATER, Inc.


P.O. Box 273776
Tampa, FL 33688-3776


Phone: (813) 964-0800
Fax: (813) 925-4353


E-mail:
info@Princeton-Groundwater.com


Join us on Facebook 


Course Date & Location:


April 28-May 2, 2014  Las Vegas, NV


Course Description


Princeton Groundwater's Remediation Course is the most comprehensive course
on remediation available. Every aspect of remediation is covered from three-
dimensional hydrogeochemical characterization, through practical details of all
remediation technologies, to computer-simulated remedial alternatives such as
Natural Attenuation, Pump & Treat, Funnel & Gate, Interceptor Trenches and
complete Hydraulic Containment using barriers and capping. All aspects of Indoor
Air Vapor Intrusion are also covered. The course also covers many essential topics
which are not found in any other courses or books. The course, however,
assumes some technical background and experience in contamination
problems. Those who have taken Princeton Groundwater's The Groundwater
Pollution and Hydrology Course (see course above) should be well prepared
as this course is the next step.
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The objective of this course is to teach remediation from the key methodologies to
collect hydrogeochemical data, through selecting and designing remediation
systems based on geological and biological effects and air/water carriers. In
addition, students may participate in an optional session Friday afternoon using
computers to hands-on simulate remediation hydrology, groundwater pathways,
capture zones, mass transport, natural attenuation, and alternative remediation
designs.


Course Topics


Fundamental and Advanced Concepts of Remediation Hydrogeology
Fundamental and Advanced Concepts of Fate and Transport
Field Methods to Determine Remediation Design Hydraulic Parameters
DNAPL and LNAPL Source Zones and Dissolved Plumes
Fate and Transport and Enhanced Natural Attenuation for Remediation of
MTBE (In Situ and Ex Situ).
Flux-Based (Mass Discharge rates) Corrective Action and Remediation Vs.
Risk-Based Correction Action (RBCA) Based on Monitoring Well
Concentrations
The Remedial Investigation (RI)/Feasibility Study (FS) Process
Advanced 3D Site Characterization Field Methods
2D vs. 3D Capture Zones of Contaminant Plumes
Strategic Approach to Cost Effective Remedial Design
Bioremediation: Pathways, Stoichiometry, Kinetics, Engineering Design for
In-Situ Applications, Limitations and Natural Attenuation
Remediation and Control Using "Water As A Carrier": The Proper Use of
Pump and Treat Systems
Monitored Natural Attenuation: Limitations And Applications In Remediation
Remediation Using "Air As A Carrier": Vapor Extraction Systems, Vacuum
Enhanced Systems, Air Sparging Remediation Designs
Ex-Situ Treatment Technologies
Principles of Advanced Remediation Systems: Fracturing, Reactive Walls,
Waterloo’s Funnel and Gate, Reactive Zones, Phytoremediation and
Enhancements To The Basic Carrier Remediation Designs.
DNAPL Migration in Heterogeneous Deposits, and Fractured Hard Rock
Practical Design and Operation of Soil Vapor Extraction and Air Sparging
Pilot Studies
Permeable Treatment Walls and In Situ Chemical Oxidation
Use of Water Flooding, Alcohol Flooding and Thermal Technologies for
NAPL Removal
Use of Thermal Technologies for NAPL Removal


Indoor Air Vapor Intrusion: Concepts, Practices and Mitigation
Remediation Applications of the U.S.G.S.’s MODFLOW using
Schlumberger Water Services’ Visual MODFLOW Pro
Friday Afternoon is an Optional Bonus Session (12:00 to 5:30 P.M.)
Hands-On Computer Modeling in Remediation Engineering
Hands-on Computer Simulation Exercises of Exposure Pathways,
Capture Zones, Natural Attenuation, Remediation scenarios such as
Pump & Treat, Trenches and Capping using BiIOSCREEN-AT and
Schlumberger Water Services' Visual MODFLOW
Please scroll down to see more details on the bonus 5.5-Hour
Modeling Mini-Course.


Who Should Attend?


Remediation Experts
Groundwater Hydrologists
Geologists
Engineers
Chemists


Environmental Scientists
State/Federal Regulators
Project Managers
Compliance Program Managers
Industrial Site Owners


---------------------
Click on a name below to see an


instructor's biography


Robert W. Cleary
Princeton Groundwater, Inc.


Michael C. Kavanaugh
Geosyntec Consultants


Bernard H. Kueper
Department of Civil Engineering


Queen's University


Murray D. Einarson
Haley & Aldrich, Inc.


Douglas G. Larson
Geosyntec Consultants


Richard Rago
Haley & Aldrich, Inc


.-------------------
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PRINCETON GROUNDWATER, Inc.


P.O. Box 273776
Tampa, FL 33688-3776


Phone: (813) 964-0800
Fax: (813) 925-4353
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info@Princeton-Groundwater.com
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Course Fee: US$1,595


Course fees cover all course materials and refreshments breaks.


Course Registration:


Early registration is strongly advised for this popular course. Enrollment is limited
and applications will be accepted in the order they are received. To enroll today,
click here, or call (813) 964-0800. Please make checks payable to Princeton
Groundwater, Inc. The full fee is due two weeks before the first day of class unless
prior arrangements for invoicing have been made. This fee will be fully refunded if
cancellation is received 2 weeks before the course, thereafter 50% of the fee will
be refunded or the entire fee applied to a future course. Substitutions may always
be made.


Course Materials and Continuing Education Units


Students will receive over 1,200 pages of lecture notes in an attractive binder. In
addition, they will be given a certificate of satisfactory completion and qualify to
receive 4.1 Continuing Education Units (CEUs). A record is kept of these units and
transcripts may be requested at a later date.


BONUS COURSE:


5.5-hr. Optional Hands-on Computer Modeling of Contamination and
Remediation Engineering and Design


FRIDAY (12:00-5:30 PM)


The remediation course formally ends at 11:30 am on Friday. Friday afternoon is
an optional bonus session for those interested in an introduction to hands-on
computer modeling of contamination and remediation engineering using the well
known Numerical and Analytical software packages:


Schlumberger Water Services' Visual MODFLOW
Bioscreen-AT (S.S. Papadopulos & Assoc, Inc., US EPA and US Air Force)


NO PREVIOUS MODELING EXPERIENCE NECESSARY


Friday Afternoon Course Schedule:


12:00-1:00 Applied Remediation Modeling Lecture. (Cleary)


1:00-1:30
Overviews of the Bioscreen-AT (Analytical Model) and
MODFLOW (Numerical Models) Hands-On Computer
Modeling Exercises. (Cleary)


1:30-5:30 Hands-On Computer Modeling Exercises in
Remediation Engineering


1. BIOSCREEN-AT (The Corrected
Version of EPA's Analytical
Transport Model). Using it as a
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screening tool in a risk-based
cleanup example.


2. Drumco: Hands-on Computer Simulation
Exercise in Remediation Modeling Using
Schlumberger's Numerical Flow Model, Visual
Modflow, to simulate various methods of
capturing or containing a PCE dissolved phase
plume (Pump & Treat, Barrier Walls/Capping and
an Interceptor Trench)


 


OPTIONAL COURSE ENDS AT 5:30 P.M.


Bonus9
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From: Smith, TimR
To: Tankersley, Julie
Bcc: Gerber, Linda
Subject: FW: Question on UST Course
Date: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 4:13:00 PM
Attachments: JeffreyBlairUSTCourse11-22-11.pdf


ust3-1-07REV.pdf


Hi Julie –
 
Yes, the course completed meets the training requirements for 3500.1. 
 
OUST developed the training in a modular format that currently contains two modules: an
introductory module, and a basic UST inspector module.  The introductory module provides
background information on the UST program and discusses general aspects of the program such as
importance of protecting groundwater resources.  There is no corresponding examination, by
design.  Core information necessary for UST compliance inspectors to successfully conduct
inspections is presented in the basic inspector module.  The corresponding certificate of completion
lists the name of that module.
 
I hope this information helps.  Give me a call if you want to talk about this further.
 
Best regards,
Tim
 
=================
TimR Smith
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
Release Prevention Division - MC5402P
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001
Email: smith.timr@epa.gov
Office: 703-603-7158
=================
 
 


From: Tankersley, Julie 
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 2:53 PM
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Question on UST Course
 
Hi Tim,
 
I am reviewing training documentation for a contractor inspector in Region 2.  He conducts RCRA-
UST inspections.  He provided the attached certificate for a course titled :The Basic Underground
Storage Tank Inspector Compliance Training”, dated November 22, 2011 (attached).  The RCRA UST
training requirements in place at that time are also attached (ust3-1-07REV.pdf). 
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EPA ORDER 3500.1 PROGRAM-SPECIFIC TRAINING REQUIREMENTS



UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK (UST), SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL ACT, 40 CFR PART
280, TECHNICAL STANDARDS AND CORRECTIVE ACTION REQUIREMENTS FOR
OWNERS AND OPERATORS OF USTs - TRAINING REQUIREMENTS FOR UST
INSPECTORS



These training requirements are in addition to the Basic Inspector Training Course and the Health and
Safety Training required by EPA Order 3500.1. 



Mandatory and Recommended Training and Self-Study/Review Requirements:



Mandatory Training
•          UST901:  Introduction To The Underground Storage Tanks (UST) Program and Basic UST
            Inspector Training Courses at  http://www.netionline.com



Mandatory Self-Study/Review
Statutes/Regulations
•          Relevant sections of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (SWDA), including Subtitle I: §§ 
            9001-9009
•          40 CFR Part 280, Technical Standards and Corrective Action Requirements for Owners and
            Operators of USTs 
                 Subpart A: Program Scope and Interim Prohibition
                 Subpart B: UST Systems: Design, Construction, Installation and Notification
                 Subpart C: General Operating Requirements
                 Subpart D: Release Detection  
                 Subpart E: Release Reporting, Investigation, and Confirmation
                 Subpart F: Release Response and Corrective Action for UST Systems Containing
                                   Petroleum or Hazardous Substances (only if applicable)
                 Subpart G: Out of Service UST Systems and Closure
                 Subpart H: Financial Responsibility
                 Subpart I: Lender Liability
•          All applicable State UST/LUST regulations for each state in which the inspector will be
            conducting inspections.  (Inspectors must know the applicable state regulations and
            difference between federal and state regulations.)  
Guidance/Reference Materials
•          Operating and Maintaining Underground Storage Tank Systems: Practical Help and
            Checklists (EPA 510-B-00-008), August 2000
•          UST/LUST Enforcement Procedures Guidance Manual (Directive 9610.11, May 1990),
            http://www.epa.gov/OUST/directiv/od961011.htm
•          Financial Responsibility for Underground Storage Tanks: A Reference Manual
            (EPA 510-B-00-003), January 2000
•          Guidance for Federal Field Citation Enforcement (Directive 9610.16, Oct. 6, 1993) (only if
            the region authorizes inspectors to issue field citations),
            http://www.epa.gov/OUST/directiv/od961016.htm
•          RCRA Confidential Business Information (CBI) Training (Contact: Regional RCRA CBI
            Officer for materials and information on regional process)
•          Review of a minimum of two completed inspection reports.
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EPA ORDER 3500.1 PROGRAM-SPECIFIC TRAINING REQUIREMENTS



Recommended Training
•          UST Live Classroom Training Course offered by the regions or by states
•          Live classroom tribal inspection training, for those regions with federally recognized tribes
•          Modular Classroom UST Training (3-5 days) provided by various training centers including
            Georgia Technology Research Institute, University of Wisconsin, Colorado School of Mines,
            and NACE/ASTM Technical Institute



Recommended Self-Study/Review
UST Policy Compendium:
•          U.S. EPA Penalty Guidance for Violations of UST Regulations (Directive 9610.12, 
            November 14, 1990), http://www.epa.gov/OUST/directiv/od961012.htm
Publications relating to UST Program, http://www.epa.gov/oust/pubs/index.htm
•          Musts for USTs: A Summary of the Federal Regulations for Underground Storage Tank
            Systems (EPA 510-K-95-002)
•          Straight Talk on Tanks: Leak Detection Methods for Petroleum USTs and Piping (EPA 510-
            B-97-007), September 1997
•          USTs: Requirements and Options (EPA 510-F-97-005), June 1997
•          Automatic Tank Gauging Systems for Release Detection: Reference Manual for UST
            Inspectors (EPA 510-B-00-009), August 2000
•          Doing Inventory Control Right for USTs (EPA 510-B-93-004), November 1993
•          Getting the Most out of your Automatic Tank Gauging System (EPA 510-F-98-011), 
            March 1998
•          UST Technical Compendium, http://www.epa.gov/oust/compend/index.htm
•          UST/LUST National Native American Lands Policy Statement (Directive 9610.15, 
            July 7, 1993) (does not apply to Region III – only applicable to regions with tribal lands)
•          Catalog of EPA Materials on Underground Storage Tanks (EPA 510-F-96-004), 
            January 2000
•          Closing Underground Storage Tanks: Brief Facts. (EPA 510-F-96-004),  July 1996
•          Dollars & Sense (EPA 510-K-95-004), July 1995
•          Expedited Site Assessment Tools For Underground Storage Tank Sites: A Guide for
            Regulators.  (EPA 510-B-97-001), March 1997
•          How to Effectively Recover Free Product At Leaking Underground Storage Tanks: A Guide
            for State Regulators.  (EPA 510-R-96-001), September 1996
•          Introduction to Statistical Inventory Reconciliation For Underground Storage Tanks 
            (EPA 510-B-95-009), September 1995
•          Manual Tank Gauging for Small Underground Storage Tanks  (EPA 510-B-93-005),
            November 1993
•          State Program Approval regulations and documents   



Mandatory On-the-Job Training (OJT):



•          Inspectors are required to conduct a minimum of five inspections or equivalent of 40
            hours of inspections with a senior inspector before leading an inspection.  Note: This
            includes inspection preparation procedures with a senior inspector.  The actual number of
            inspections required could be more depending upon the experience level of the inspector,
            the regional need, and the evaluation of the individual inspector by the first-line supervisor.



Mandatory Refresher Training:



•          Program specific refresher training as identified by supervisor. 
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My question is: Does the course completed (attached certificate) meet the requirements for
“UST901: Introduction to the Underground Storage Tanks (UST) Program and Basic UST Inspector
Training Courses” as listed in the RCRA UST training requirements (ust3-1-07REV.pdf)?
 
The titles are different.  Just want to make sure one way or the other.
 
Thanks!
 
Julie A. Tankersley
USEPA - OECA - Office of Compliance
WJCS - Room 7033C, MC - 2227A
Office - 202-564-7002 / Fax - 202-564-0050
tankersley.julie@epa.gov
 


Looking for information on Inspector Training Requirements or Inspector
Credential Requirements?
Click Here: New Inspector Wiki Site
Contact me or Tracy Back (back.tracy@epa.gov), if you can't find what you
need.
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by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted
and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have
any questions or no longer wish to receive these messages,
please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-
566-2370.


NEWS


Air Pollution
Ontario Report Highlights Improvements in Air Quality
Ontario's air quality has improved significantly during the past 10
years, with lower levels of emissions of pollutants and
greenhouse gases, according to a report from the Ontario Ministry
of the Environment and Climate Change. The...


Biotechnology
U.S., Canada, Brazil, Argentina Threaten EU
With WTO Challenge Over GM Food Proposal
The U.S., Canada, Brazil and Argentina have stepped up the
threat of a World Trade Organization challenge against an
upcoming European Commission proposal that would allow
European Union member states to ban imported food and animal
feed...


Chemicals
California Releases Final Work Plan
For Priority Items Under Safer Products Rule
California's Department of Toxic Substances Control has released
the final version of the three-year work plan it will use to identify
the next round of priority products under the state's Safer
Consumer Products Regulations....


Climate Change
Investors Urge SEC to Take Closer Look
At Oil, Gas Companies' Climate Disclosures
A global group of institutional investors representing nearly $2
trillion in assets is calling on the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission to place more scrutiny on oil and gas companies'
disclosures of climate change-related risks....
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Climate Regulation
EPA Push for Carbon Capture Said
To Jeopardize Development by DOE
The Environmental Protection Agency's push to mandate carbon
capture systems for new power plants before the technology has
been properly vetted could undermine the Energy Department's
work to develop the technology, an organization...


Climate Regulation
Inhofe Seeks Details About EPA Meetings
With Advocacy Groups on Power Plant Rules
Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.) is seeking detailed records from the
Environmental Protection Agency's meetings with environmental
groups while it was developing its proposed carbon dioxide rules
for power plants....


Energy
House, Senate Panels Plan Hearings
To Get Input on Broad Energy Legislation
Lawmakers drafting broad energy legislation have scheduled the
first in what is expected to be a series of hearings to gain input
on the bills....


Enforcement
New Jersey Companies, Owner Plead Guilty
To Fraud, Conspiracy in Biofuels Credit Scam
Two New Jersey companies and their owner have pleaded guilty
to taking part in a biodiesel fuel fraud scheme that netted more
than $55 million in illegal profits, the Department of Justice said
April 15 (United States v. Ducey, S.D. Ind., No....


Environmental Reviews
Virgin Islands Air, Water Programs Fall Short
Of Federal Rules, EPA Inspector General Says
The U.S. Virgin Islands has failed to properly implement several
core environmental programs, including monitoring and
permitting programs under the Clean Air Act and Clean Water
Act, the Environmental Protection Agency's Office...


Hazardous Waste
$18 Million Awarded to RCA Employees,
Families in Taiwan Over Solvent Waste Site
Owners of the former U.S. company RCA Corp. must pay $18
million (560 million Taiwan dollars) in damages to Taiwanese
workers and their families because the company secretly polluted
a factory site with waste solvents over several decades,...


Hazmat Transport
DOT Issues Emergency Order on Transport
Of Flammable Liquid by Rail, With Advisories
The Transportation Department issued April 17 a package of
speed limit requirements, along with inspection and response
advisories and requests, for shippers and rail carriers of crude oil,
ethanol and other flammable liquids. The requirements...


International Climate
African Ministers Call for Stronger Action, 
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More Funding in Lead Up to Paris Talks
Leaders from African nations are calling for stronger action from
rich countries to confront climate change, including an increased
flow of funds for adaptation funding, shedding light on what is
likely to be a key area of discussion ahead...


International Climate
Chief Executives of Dozens of Companies
Urge Swift Action to Address Climate Change
The heads of 43 companies, including Ikea, Dow Chemical Co.
and HSBC Holdings Plc, have called for swift action on climate
change, a sign that businesses are prepared for a United Nations
deal this year on limiting fossil fuel emissions....


International Climate
Even if Global Accord Reached, Impacts
Will Threaten Fragile Nations, Report Says
Even if developed and developing nations are successful later this
year in getting a global deal to cut greenhouse gas emissions, it
won't be enough to halt climate impacts that already threaten to
destabilize fragile regimes, according...


Oil & Gas
Governments, Companies Pledge to End
Routine Flaring of Natural Gas by 2030
Officials of nine national governments and 10 companies pledged
April 17 to stop the routine flaring of natural gas by 2030, an
initiative sponsored by the United Nations and the World Bank....


Oil & Gas
Interior Looking at Higher Royalties, Fees
For Oil, Gas Work on Federal Onshore Lands
The Interior Department opened the regulatory process April 17
on steps that could raise royalty rates, rental payments,
minimum bid levels, bonding requirements and civil penalties on
oil and gas companies working on federal onshore lands....


Regulatory Policy
Texas Senate Passes Measure to Limit
Citizen Protests of Commission's Permits
The Texas Senate has passed a bill that would limit the scope of
contests of permits issued by the Texas Commission for
Environmental Quality. ...


Renewable Energy
French Military, Weather Service May Block
Wind Farms Over Fear of Radar Interference
As much as 6,000 megawatts of wind power may be blocked from
development by France’s military and national weather service,
which say they interfere with radar surveillance, a developers’
lobby said....


Superfund
Full-Court Rehearing Denied in Superfund Appeal
Consolidation Coal Co. and PCS Phosphate Co., were denied the
chance to reargue a panel decision that they say would give
unwarranted immunity to parties who sell contaminated products
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Daily Environment Report 


for a profit, after the Fourth Circuit April 17 denied...


Superfund
New England Container Co. to Pay
$8.75 Million to Settle Superfund Claim
The New England Container Co. has agreed to pay $8.75 million
under a proposed consent decree to resolve its liability associated
with the Centredale Manor Restoration Project Superfund Site in
North Providence, R.I. (Emhart Industries...


Vehicle Fuels
Renewable Fuel Standard Consent Decree Published
The Environmental Protection Agency will accept comments until
May 20 on a proposed consent decree establishing deadlines for
the agency to propose and finalize the 2015 renewable fuel
standard, according to a notice to be published in the...


Water Pollution
China Releases Long-Awaited Action Plan
To Address Nation's Severe Water Pollution
In a bid to address severe water pollution following decades of
rapid development, China's government issued a long-awaited
water pollution action plan that expands scrutiny over polluters
and heavy users of the country's water...


Water Pollution
Guilty Pleas Offered in Clean Water Act
Case Concerning Defunct Alaska Mine
Alaska's first criminal Clean Water Act case involving pollution
from a mine has resulted in plea agreements from two of the five
individuals charged and a pending trial date for a third
defendant....


CORRECTION
An article in the April 17 report incorrectly reported the final
Senate vote on the water jurisdiction amendment that Sen. John
Barrasso (R-Wyo.) offered to the non-binding budget resolution.
Fifty-three Republicans joined Sen. Angus King...


INTERVIEW


See Current Bloomberg BNA Interview: Sustainability
Doesn't Have to Be a Sacrifice, Clorox Environmental
Director Says


REGULATORY AGENDA


APRIL 17 FEDERAL REGISTER


APRIL 20 FEDERAL REGISTER


Comment Deadlines
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From: Barolo, Mark
To: McChesney, Dennis
Subject: FW: Puerto Rico MTBE lawsuit - FYI
Date: Monday, September 09, 2013 1:49:00 PM


Is Puerto Rico still using MTBE?  Or is this based on past contamination?
 


From: Hoskinson, Carolyn 
Sent: Friday, September 06, 2013 11:49 AM
To: Barolo, Mark; Anderson, Will; Worley, Ray; Gerber, Linda; Kwan, ChoYi; Grimm-Crawford, Barbara
Subject: Puerto Rico MTBE lawsuit - FYI
 
Enforcement
Puerto Rico Sues Petroleum, Chemical
Industry Over Alleged MTBE Contamination
 
By Anthony Adragna
Puerto Rico has filed a lawsuit in federal court claiming more than 60 petroleum and chemical companies and subsidiaries contaminated
drinking water and groundwater through releases of methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE), a gasoline additive, in violation of the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act and storage tank regulations (Commonwealth of Puerto Rico v. Shell Oil Co., D.P.R., No. 13-01678,
9/4/13).
In the Sept. 4 filing, Puerto Rico asked the U.S. district Court for the District of Puerto Rico to require the companies to remediate damaged
water supplies and fund water testing and future monitoring.
The complaint said the petroleum industry's use of MTBE has “created an unparalleled threat to the waters of the Commonwealth that are sources
for public and private drinking water supplies.”
It further said MTBE will continue to pose a “grave” risk to Puerto Rico's waters through the storage, purchase, and use of gasoline.
MTBE was added to gasoline by refiners and suppliers to meet federally mandated requirements under the 1990 amendments to the Clean Air
Act for certain cities, towns, and municipalities with severe and above ozone levels.
Among the dozens of companies, predecessors, successors, parents, subsidiaries, affiliates, divisions, and agents named in the lawsuit are
ExxonMobil Corp., Hess Corp., Texaco Petroleum Inc., Chevron Corp., Shell Oil Co., Sunoco Inc., Citgo Petroleum Corp., Lyondell Chemical
Co., and TCP Group Inc.
Violated Underground Storage Tank Regulations
According to the complaint, the companies violated Puerto Rico's underground storage tank regulations, which have been incorporated by
reference in federal regulations at 40 C.F.R. Part 282, Appendix A.
The commonwealth is seeking an order requiring the companies to investigate, repair, and close when necessary all storage tanks that are leaking
MTBE or pose a significant risk of leaking MTBE to prevent contamination of soils, waters, and other natural resources.
Puerto Rico is seeking an additional order requiring the companies to remediate all soils, waters, and other natural resources to remove all
detectable concentrations of MTBE that leaked from underground storage tanks.
The complaint said the disposal and storage of MTBE and other potentially hazardous substances endangers human health and the environment.
“Defendants' conduct is reprehensible, despicable, and was performed to promote sales of MTBE and/or gasoline containing MTBE in conscious
disregard of the known risks of injury to health and property,” the complaint said.
Additional counts in the complaint refer to unjust enrichment, defective design and failure to warn, public nuisance, trespass, and negligence.
Latest MTBE Legal Battle
MTBE has been the source of protracted legal battles throughout the United States. In July, a federal appeals court upheld a $104.7 million
damage award against ExxonMobil for polluting the water of New York City with the gasoline additive (In re Methyl Tertiary Butyl
Ether (MTBE) Prod. Liability Litig., 2d Cir., Nos. 10-4135, 10-4329, 7/26/13; 145 DEN A-8, 7/29/13).
In April, a federal jury awarded the state of New Hampshire $236 million after finding that the additive in gasoline sold by ExxonMobil
contaminated state waters (New Hampshire v. Hess Corp., N.H. Sup. Ct., No. 03-C-0550, 4/9/13; 69 DEN A-18, 4/10/13).
According to EPA, some research animals developed cancers or other noncancerous health effects when they inhaled high concentrations of
MTBE, but independent expert review groups have not concluded the additive poses any imminent risk to human health.
For More Information
The complaint in Commonwealth of Puerto Rico v. Shell Oil is available at http://op.bna.com/env.nsf/r?Open=aada-9b9rmn.
 
 


From: BNA Highlights [mailto:bhighlig@bna.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 05, 2013 10:22 PM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Subject: Sep. 6 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Beijing Targets Coal-Fired Power, Heavy
Industry, Older Vehicles in Action Plan
SHENZHEN, China—Beijing has adopted an action plan that calls
for restrictions on coal-fired power plants, heavily polluting
industries, and motor vehicle use in hopes of reversing its
worsening air pollution problems over the next...
 
Air Pollution
D.C. Circuit Had No Authority to Consider Key
Cross-State Arguments, Supreme Court Told
A federal appeals court that struck down the Cross-State Air
Pollution Rule did not have the authority to consider key
arguments, the Environmental Protection Agency told the U.S.
Supreme Court in a brief (EPA v. EME Homer City Generation
LP,...
 
Climate Change
Advances in Remote Sensing Will Improve
Climate Prediction Data, Scientist Says
STOCKHOLM—A lack of relevant data will "cease to be a limiting
factor" in predicting climate events such as drought and flood, a
U.S. climate scientist told Bloomberg BNA at the World Water
Week conference Sept. 5....
 
Climate Change
McCarthy, Moniz Agree to Testify
At House Hearing on Obama's Climate Plan
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy
and Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz will testify Sept. 18 at a
House hearing on President Obama's climate change plan, a
committee aide told Bloomberg BNA Sept. 5....
 
Climate Change
Rehearing Deadline Extended in Permit Case
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit has
granted requests made by the State of Texas and power industry
groups to extend the deadline to petition for rehearing in
litigation challenging the Environmental Protection...
 
Drilling
Fracking Boom Straining Water Supplies,
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But Information Lacking, Researcher Says
STOCKHOLM—The boom in hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, is
one of a number of factors that puts an increasing strain on local
water resources across the world, a Swedish researcher told
Bloomberg BNA Sept. 5....
 
Drilling
States Best Positioned to Regulate
Fracking, Western Governors Tell BLM
DENVER—States are best positioned to regulate oil and gas
development, the Western Governors' Association said in a Sept.
5 statement about the Bureau of Land Management's recently
reproposed rule governing hydraulic fracturing...
 
Emissions Trading
EU-ICAO Deal Would Apply Emissions Trading
Only to Parts of Flights Over European Area
PARIS—European Commission aviation negotiators agreed Sept. 4
in Montreal that the European Union will curtail the reach of its
carbon dioxide cap-and-trade framework to apply only to portions
of flights over its territory, according...
 
Endangered Species
Court Gives Wildlife Service Three Years
To Redesignate Habitat for Marbled Murrelet
A federal court ruled Sept. 5 that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service will have three years to complete a new designation of
critical habitat in the Pacific Northwest for a seabird, the marbled
murrelet (Am. Forest Res. Council v. Ashe, D.D.C.,...
 
Energy
Corn Crop, RIN Prices Show Renewable
Fuel Law Working, Ethanol Groups Say
Promising corn crop forecasts and plummeting renewable fuel
credit prices undermine the oil industry's push to repeal the
renewable fuel standard, ethanol groups said Sept. 5. ...
 
Energy
CRS Report Says 16 Energy Tax Breaks
To Expire in 2013 Unless Congress Acts
Several major tax credits related to energy are set to expire at
the end of 2013 unless Congress moves to extend them, the
Congressional Research Service said in a report released Sept.
4....
 
Energy
Dominion Wins Bidding for Ocean Parcel
Off Virginia Coast to Develop Wind Farm
Dominion Virginia Power has won the bidding to lease a 176-
square-mile ocean parcel off the coast of Virginia and announced
plans to construct a wind farm there able to generate up to 2,000
megawatts of electricity....
 
Energy
Energy Efficiency Bill Estimated to Save
$13.7 Billion Annually, Create 164,000 Jobs
Energy efficiency legislation slated for Senate consideration
following the summer congressional recess would save $13.7
billion annually, avoid 533 million metric tons of carbon dioxide
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emissions, and create 164,000 jobs by 2030, according...
 
Energy
U.N. Studies Impacts of Domestic Content
Requirements in Renewable Energy Policies
ST. PETERSBURG, Russia—The U.N. Commission on Trade and
Development is seeking the input of the renewable energy
industry in its evaluation of the economic and environmental
effectiveness of local content requirements proliferating...
 
Energy
Vitter Questions Whether Administration
Pressured FERC Chairman to Back EPA Rules
Sen. David Vitter (R-La.) said in a Sept. 5 letter that he believes
the heads of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and the
Environmental Protection Agency have colluded to downplay the
impact of new environmental regulations on the...
 
Enforcement
Puerto Rico Sues Petroleum, Chemical
Industry Over Alleged MTBE Contamination
Puerto Rico has filed a lawsuit in federal court claiming more than
60 petroleum and chemical companies and subsidiaries
contaminated drinking water and groundwater through releases
of methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE), a gasoline additive,...
 
EPA
Former EPA Administrator, Other Officials
To Testify Sept. 10 at Transparency Hearing
Former Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa
Jackson, along with former officials from the White House and
Energy Department, will testify Sept. 10 at a House Oversight
and Government Reform Committee hearing on government...
 
Hazmat Transport
PHMSA Seeks Comment on Boosting Safety
Of New, Existing Freight Rail Tank Cars
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration is
considering whether to tighten safety standards for freight rail
cars that commonly transport combustible and flammable liquids
across the United States and Canada, according...
 
Nanotechnology
EU Advisory Panel Extends Comment Period
On Cosmetic Ingredient Safety Opinions
The European Commission's Scientific Committee on Consumer
Safety is giving interested parties more time to comment on its
conclusions than nanoscale titanium dioxide and nanoscale zinc
oxide can safely be used in sunscreens....
 
Oil Spills
Funding Constraints Limited EPA's Cleanup
Of Abandoned Oil Wells, Internal Report Finds
Limited funding has delayed the Environmental Protection
Agency's ability to clean up abandoned oil well sites but has not
affected responses to classic emergency oil spills like tanker truck
rollovers and pipeline breaks, the EPA inspector...
 
Oil Spills
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Treasury Prepares Procedural Requirements
For Gulf Coast Restoration Trust Fund Grants
The Treasury Department is inviting public comment on the
procedural requirements it will require for administrators and
recipients of grants from the Gulf Coast Restoration Trust Fund,
established in the wake of the April 2010 Deepwater...
 
Pesticides
EPA Proposes Four-Year Conditional
Registration for Nanosilver-Based Pesticide
The Environmental Protection Agency has proposed to grant a
four-year conditional registration for an antimicrobial pesticide
with nanoscale silver....
 
Pesticides
EPA Submits Draft Rule on Pesticide Maker
Data Rights to Agriculture for Review
The Environmental Protection Agency sent a draft final rule to the
Agricultural Department that would revise regulations governing
the exclusive use and compensation rights of pesticide
manufacturers that submit data to register products,...
 
Radioactive Waste
NRC Plans Public Meetings for Input
On Draft EIS, Waste Confidence Rule
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission intends to hold 12 public
meetings this fall to receive input on a proposed rule on the
extended storage of spent nuclear fuel at reactor sites that have
been closed and the draft environmental impact study...
 
Sustainability
Companies Make Sustainability Commitments
But More Action Needed, U.N. Report Says
Companies involved in the world's largest corporate sustainability
initiative are making commitments but need to take more action
to implement them, the United Nations said in a report Sept. 5....
 
Sustainability
Coordinating Water Use, Energy Efficiency
Would Yield Multiple Benefits, Report Finds
LOS ANGELES—California's water conservation and energy
efficiency efforts would be more successful and less costly if
water and energy utilities coordinated their programs, according
to a report released Sept. 5 by the Pacific...
 
Toxic Substances
France Prepares to Propose EU Restrictions
On BPA Use in Thermal Paper Under REACH
PARIS—France's National Institute for Industrial Environment and
Risks (INERIS) has told Bloomberg BNA that it is surveying EU
manufacturers about the use of bisphenol A (BPA) in thermal
office paper as part of government preparations...
 
Water Pollution
Hubei Provincial Government Acts Quickly
To Share Information on Toxic Spill in River
SHENZHEN, China—Officials in China's central Hubei province
have acted quickly to provide information about an ammonia spill
that led to a fish kill in a 25-mile stretch of the Fu River north of
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the provincial capital of Wuhan, identifying...
 


BNA INSIGHTS


Third Circuit Extends New Source Review 'Past Violation'
Rulings
On Aug. 21, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit in the
Homer City case joined and then significantly extended the
consensus holdings of three other U.S. courts of appeal that a
failure to obtain a Prevention of Significant Deterioration...
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From: Haerer, Ryan
To: Gerber, Linda; Barolo, Mark; Hoskinson, Carolyn
Cc: Barbery, Andrea
Subject: FW: RFS Update
Date: Monday, November 24, 2014 8:03:01 AM


Thanks Andrea!
 


From: Barbery, Andrea 
Sent: Friday, November 21, 2014 12:13 PM
To: Haerer, Ryan
Subject: FW: RFS Update
 
FYI
 


From: Rupp, Mark 
Sent: Friday, November 21, 2014 12:07 PM
To: Rupp, Mark
Cc: Bowles, Jack; Cook-Shyovitz, Becky; Barbery, Andrea; Wiedeman, Allison
Subject: RFS Update
 
State Colleagues:
 
Today, EPA is issuing a notice announcing that we will not be finalizing 2014 volume
standards under the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) program before the end of 2014. 
 
The proposed rule, issued in November 2013, generated a significant number of
comments, particularly on the proposal’s ability to ensure continued progress toward
achieving the law’s renewable fuel targets. 
 
Due to the delay in finalizing the standards for 2014, and given ongoing consideration of the
issues presented by the commenters, the agency intends to take action on the 2014
standards rule in 2015. Looking forward, one of EPA’s objectives is to get back on the
annual statutory timeline by addressing 2014, 2015, and 2016 standards in the next
calendar year. 
 
You can find the federal register notice here:
http://epa.gov/otaq/fuels/reewablefuels/documents/fr-notice-2014-rf-standards.pdf
 
Please don’t hesitate reaching out with any questions,
Mark
 
Mark W. Rupp
Deputy Associate Administrator for Intergovernmental Relations
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC  20460
(202) 564-6074 (O)
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(202) 596-0950 (C)
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA Agrees to Find Two States Lack Air Plans
For Nitrogen Dioxide in Consent Decree
The Environmental Protection Agency agreed to issue a finding
that Alaska and Washington failed to submit plans to address
ambient nitrogen dioxide as part of a proposed consent decree
(WildEarth Guardians v. McCarthy, D. Colo., No. 13-cv-02748,...


Chemicals
Antimicrobial Soap Leads to Higher Triclosan 
Levels for Health-Care Workers, Study Finds
Health-care workers are exposed to potentially harmful levels of
triclosan by washing their hands with antimicrobial soap,
occupational health researchers found. ...


Chemicals
Taiwan Announces Draft of Chemical 
Registration System to Begin in December
Taiwan's Environmental Protection Administration (TEPA) Aug. 25
announced a draft of a new registration system of chemical
substances set to take effect late this year and called for
feedback from companies....


Coal Mining
Approval of Two Colorado Mine Expansions
Should Be Overturned, Advocates Tell Court
Environmental advocates want a federal court to overturn the
Interior Department's approval of two coal mine expansions in
Colorado (WildEarth Guardians v. Office of Surface Mining,
Reclamation and Enforcement, D. Colo., No. 13-CV-518,...


Coal Mining
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Environmental Groups Can Challenge Historic
Labor Battleground's Delisting, Court Rules
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
ruled Aug. 26 that a coalition of environmental groups has
standing to sue the Interior Department over its removal of the
site of the largest armed labor conflict in U.S. history...


Emissions Trading
Blocked California Bill Would Have Delayed
Including Fuels, Natural Gas in Cap-and-Trade
The head of California's Senate has blocked a bill (A.B. 69) that
would have delayed for three years expansion of the state's
greenhouse gas cap-and-trade program to include distributors of
transportation fuels and natural gas....


Emissions Trading
China Issues Guidelines for Pilot Programs 
That Use Emissions Trading to Curb Pollution
China has issued new guidelines for pilot programs trading
emissions permits to reduce air and water pollution, the State
Council announced Aug. 25. ...


Emissions Trading
RGGI Carbon Prices Increase on Secondary
Market in Second Quarter, Report Says
The average price for Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative carbon
allowances in the secondary market was $4.51 in the second
quarter of this year, up 17 percent from the previous quarter,
according to a report released Aug. 26 by RGGI....


Energy
Legislative Action Needed to Improve
Electricity Transmission Oversight, DOE Says
Legislation may be needed to provide a better picture of the
health of the nation's electric transmission system and to meet
future challenges, the Energy Department has said in a draft
study on electric transmission congestion....


Energy
New York Report Calls for Greater
Use of Distributed Energy Resources
The New York State Public Service Commission (PSC) has
received a sweeping proposal from its staff to transform the
state's electricity industry by encouraging greater use of
distributed energy resources (Case No. 14-M-0101)....


Enforcement
N.J. Contractor Gets Five Years in Prison
For Unsafe, Unlicensed Asbestos Removal
A New Jersey contractor was sentenced in state court Aug. 22 to
five years in prison for performing unsafe asbestos abatement at
schools and homes through his unlicensed business, Acting
Attorney General John J. Hoffman said (New Jersey v....


Enforcement
Pennsylvania Oil Contractor Admits
To Lying About Plugging Abandoned Wells
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A Pennsylvania contractor has pleaded guilty in a federal court to
falsely certifying that he had properly plugged abandoned oil
wells in the vicinity of a proposed injection well as required under
the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), the Justice...


Environmental Justice
ExxonMobil Pipeline Co. to Pay $1.4 Million
Penalty for Alleged Violation of Water Act
ExxonMobil Pipeline Co. agreed to pay a $1.4 million civil penalty
under a consent decree to resolve an alleged violation of the
Clean Water Act stemming from a 2012 crude oil spill near Baton
Rouge, La., the Environmental Protection Agency...


EPA
EPA Can Save Money Through Better Use
Of Strategic Sourcing, Inspector General Says
The Environmental Protection Agency has not taken full
advantage of opportunities to save money on office supplies and
services, the Office of Inspector General said in an Aug. 26
report....


Hydraulic Fracturing
U.K. Lawmakers Seek to Tighten Shale Gas
Rules, Including Fluids Disclosure, Monitoring
U.K. lawmakers proposed to tighten shale-gas regulations,
including requirements to disclose the chemicals used and for
monitoring methane in groundwater, in amendments put forward
by the main opposition Labour party....


International Climate
Any 2015 Climate Change Agreement
Likely to Fall Short of Goals, Reports Say
At United Nations negotiations set for next year, countries are
unlikely to produce a global accord strong enough to meet
common goals for addressing climate change, two recent studies
conclude....


International Climate
UN Report: Human Actions May Cause
‘Irreversible' Climate Change Damage
Humans risk causing irreversible and widespread damage to the
planet unless there is faster action to limit the fossil fuel
emissions that cause climate change, according to a leaked draft
United Nations report....


Oil & Gas
Judge Tosses $256 Billion Lawsuit 
Brought by Whistle-Blower Over Oil Platform
BP Plc won't face a $256 billion lawsuit brought by a whistle-
blower who claimed the company's Atlantis oil production
platform in the Gulf of Mexico was unsafe (U.S. ex. rel. Abbott v.
BP Exploration & Prod. Inc., S.D. Tex.No....


Oil Spills
Court Affirms Arbitration Act Cannot Override
Deepwater Horizon Case Temporary Injunction
Two claimants for Deepwater Horizon spill compensation cannot
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collect on their damage awards through court actions that were
launched during a temporary injunction freezing such awards, a
federal appeals court ruled Aug. 25 (In re Deepwater...


Pesticides
‘Threatened Species' Status Requested
For Monarch Butterfly After Fall in Population
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service should protect the monarch
butterfly under the Endangered Species Act due to significant
threats facing North American populations of the species,
including heightened use of herbicides and herbicide-resistant...


Pesticides
Local Disclosure Ordinance Preempted
By Hawaii's State Pesticide Law, Court Finds
A county ordinance that required disclosure of use of restricted-
use pesticides and possession of genetically modified organisms
by commercial growers is preempted by Hawaii state law, a
federal district court ruled (Syngenta Seeds Inc....


Radioactive Waste
NRC Approves Rule Saying Used Fuel Storage
On Reactor Site Is Safe if Properly Managed
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission approved a final rule Aug. 26
declaring that continued storage of spent nuclear fuel on the site
of a commercial power plant is safe if properly managed....


Renewable Energy
India Court Throws Out 
Gujarat’s Appeal to Cut Solar Tariff
An Indian court threw out an attempt by a government utility in
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's home state to backtrack on
contracts by cutting the rate paid to solar plants for their
power....


Vehicle Fuels
China Said to Consider $16 Billion
In Funding for Electric-Vehicle Chargers
China is considering providing as much as 100 billion yuan ($16
billion) in government funding to build more charging facilities
and spur demand for electric vehicles, according to two people
familiar with the matter....


Vehicle Fuels
Final Lobbying Push on 2014 RFS Begins;
Analysts Say Significant Increases Unlikely
White House review of the Environmental Protection Agency's
final 2014 renewable fuel standard has set off a lobbying frenzy
by groups seeking last-minute changes, but analysts say
significant increases in the proposed volume obligations...


Water Infrastructure
Appeals Court Affirms Lower Court,
Declines to Block New Mexico Pipeline
A federal appeals court declined to stop the construction of a
pipeline that would deliver roughly 16,500 acre-feet per year
from the Ute Reservoir to eastern New Mexico communities that
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currently rely on the Ogallala Aquifer for water (Vill....


Water Pollution
Salinity Control Program Reduced Salt Load
Of Colorado River, Draft Review Says
The salt load in the Colorado River has been reduced by 1.326
million tons per year since 1972 through the implementation of
the basin's Salinity Control Forum, according to a draft review of
the system. ...


Water Resources
California Governor Signs Bills
On Water Rights, Use of Potable Water
California Gov. Jerry Brown (D) has signed into law three water-
related measures, two involving water rights and another
restricting the use of potable water for landscaping in a desert
residential development. ...


Water Resources
Rains Following Wildfires Adversely Affecting
Drinking Water Sources, Report Says
Heavy rains following forest wildfires can adversely affect the
quality, quantity and accessibility of downstream drinking water
sources, according to a report released Aug. 26....


BNA INSIGHTS


CERCLA's Novel and Untested Defenses: Acts of God, Acts
of War,
Acts of Third Parties and Cultural Resource Damages
It has been repeated ad nauseam, ad infinitum: "CERCLA is not a
model of legislative clarity." And yet there continues to be ample
room for debate about what claims are (and are not) recoverable,
and what defenses are (and are not) likely...


REGULATORY AGENDA


AUGUST 26 FEDERAL REGISTER


AUGUST 27 FEDERAL REGISTER


Comment Deadlines
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


32 Senators Push EPA for Timely Renewable Fuel Standard


Posted February 10, 2015, 2:37 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Failure to finalize biodiesel standards under the renewable fuel standard has harmed industry, and the
Environmental Protection Agency should finalize volumes for biodiesel in a “timely manner,” nearly a third
of the Senate said in a letter.


Thirty-two senators, including eight Republicans, said the Obama administration should quickly
approve biodiesel volumes for 2014, 2015 and 2016. All of those levels already should have been
completed under statute.


“Like many industries, the biodiesel industry requires certainty in order to plan for production in the
next year,” the senators wrote yesterday to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy. “As such, the
Administration risks causing further disinvestment and lost jobs if these decisions are not made in a timely
manner.”


Sens. Heidi Heitkamp (D-N.D.), Roy Blunt (R-Mo.), Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) and Patty Murray (D-
Wash.) led the letter.


Input Sought on EPA Proposed Agreement for State Fine Particulate Plans


Posted February 10, 2015, 3:37 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


The Environmental Protection Agency is seeking public comment on a proposed agreement that would
establish deadlines for agency action on state plans for the implementation of national fine particulate
matter standards.


The proposed consent decree , filed in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California,
would set a Nov. 30 deadline for the EPA to approve or disapprove portions of state implementation plans
submitted by six states for the 2006 national ambient air quality standards for fine particulate matter. The
agency also would be required either to approve state plans or to issue a federal plan covering interstate
pollution from five other states and the District of Columbia.


The proposed agreement would settle a 2012 lawsuit by the Sierra Club, which alleged that the EPA
failed to take nondiscretionary action under the Clean Air Act to act on infrastructure state implementation
plans. Those plans describe the basic elements of each state or territory's strategy to implement, maintain
and enforce revised national ambient air quality standards.
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Under the proposed settlement, the EPA would be required by Nov. 30 to approve or disapprove
remaining state implementation plan elements for California, Illinois, Michigan, Nebraska, South Dakota
and Wisconsin.


The Clean Air Act requires the EPA to approve, disapprove or conditionally approve infrastructure plans
within 12 months once the agency has determined that the plans are administratively complete. If the EPA
disapproves a plan or if a state fails to submit a complete plan, the EPA has two years to promulgate a
federal implementation plan to cover the affected state or territories.


The EPA is scheduled to publish a Feb. 11 notice on the proposed consent decree. The agency will then
accept public comment on the proposed agreement until March 13. Comments can be filed at
http://www.regulations.gov under Docket No. EPA-HQ-OGC-2015-0079.


Senate ‘Ought to' Hold Keystone Veto Override Vote, Cornyn Says


Posted February 10, 2015, 3:10 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Senate Republicans should hold a vote to override an expected veto of legislation deeming
TransCanada Corp.'s Keystone pipeline approved, Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas), the No. 2 Senate
Republican, told Bloomberg BNA.


“I'd be happy with that; I think it would certainly put a number of Democrats in the hot seat,” Cornyn
said in the Capitol. “I think we ought to play this all the way through. We are trying to get it to the
president first, but I think that is something we will be discussing” with Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.).


The Senate passed the bill (S. 1) Jan. 29. by a 62–36 vote, five short of the votes needed to override
a presidential veto. The House is expected to pass the Senate-amendment version tomorrow, sending it to
President Barack Obama's desk.


Few Natural Gas Processing Stations Account for Most Emissions: Study


Posted February 10, 2015, 2:40 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


Less than 1 percent of the methane that passes through natural gas gathering and processing facilities
is leaked, but a small number of facilities account for the majority of emissions, according to a new
study.


Thirty percent of the gathering facilities studied accounted for 80 percent of the total emissions
observed, according to the study, published today in the journal Environmental Science and
Technology.


Researchers from Colorado State University, Carnegie Mellon University, Fort Lewis College and
Aerodyne Research Inc. measured facility-level methane emissions at 114 gathering facilities and 16
processing plants in the U.S., recording more than 1,400 emissions plumes.


The study found that 85 percent of gathering facilities leaked less than 1 percent of the methane that
passes through the system, while another 19 had methane leaks of less than 0.1 percent. Researchers
observed significant venting of methane at 20 percent of gathering facilities studied. Those facilities had
methane emissions that were four times larger on average than similar facilities with less venting.


The studies come as the EPA plans to directly regulate for the first time methane emissions from new
oil and natural gas wells as part of the White House's methane strategy. Methane accounted for nearly 10
percent of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions in 2012, according to the administration.


The study, Measurements of Methane Emissions from Natural Gas Gathering Facilities and Processing
Plants: Measurement Results, is available for purchase at
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/es5052809.


Removing Carbon Shows Promise, But Technologies Too Costly


Posted February 10, 2015, 11:18 A.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


Removing carbon dioxide from the air and storing it underground could help fight climate change, but
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current technologies are too expensive and will take decades to achieve modest results, according to a
report the National Research Council released today.


“Absent some unforeseen technological innovation,” large-scale deployment of direct carbon capture
and other carbon removal strategies such as reforestation would cost as much or more than replacing
fossil fuels with low carbon-emission energy sources, the report said.


Direct carbon capture, in which carbon dioxide is scrubbed from the atmosphere, is different from
carbon capture and sequestration, which prevents carbon dioxide emissions at power plants, but does not
remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.


In a separate report, researchers looked at another option, called albedo modification, that seeks to
offset some of the world's greenhouse gas effect but does not address the greenhouse gas concentrations
themselves. It involves intentional efforts to increase the amount of sunlight that is scattered or reflected
back to space, which would reduce the amount of sunlight the Earth absorbs.


California Bills Target New Climate Goals, Coal Divestment


Posted February 10, 2015, 3:13 P.M. ET


By Laura Mahoney


Democrats in the California Senate introduced a four-bill package today to carry out Gov. Jerry
Brown's (D) proposal to go beyond existing climate policy goals by increasing renewable energy use and
energy efficiency by 50 percent while reducing petroleum use by the same percentage.


California is on its way to meeting the goal of deriving one-third of its electricity from renewable
resources and reducing greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020. The package of bills would set
new goals for 2030 and 2050.


S.B. 32 by Sen. Fran Pavley (D) would codify a 2005 executive order from former Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger (R) to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 80 percent of 1990 levels by 2050.


S.B. 350 by Senate President Pro Tempore Kevin de Leon (D) and Sen. Mark Leno (D) would set a
2030 goal to cut petroleum use by 50 percent and increase renewable energy use and energy efficiency in
existing buildings by 50 percent. Brown proposed the 50/50/50 goals in his January State of the State
address.


S.B. 189 by de Leon would require the California Public Employees' Retirement System and California
State Teachers Retirement System to divest their portfolios from coal companies. S.B. 189 by Sen. Ben
Hueso (D) would establish a “high-level expert” committee to advise state leaders on clean energy and
climate actions that would help with job creation.


Shaheen, Portman to Introduce Revised Energy Legislation by Month's End


Posted February 10, 2015, 3:09 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


A new broader version of Senate energy efficiency legislation will be introduced by month's end, Sen.
Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.) told Bloomberg BNA.


Similar to a previous version of the bill, which stalled after being brought to the Senate floor in the
113th Congress, the legislation will include a measure supported by such companies as Exelon Corp.
subsidiary Constellation Energy and Lockheed Martin Corp. that would repeal a provision included in 2007
energy legislation requiring federal buildings to phase out the use of fossil fuels, according to Shaheen,
who is working on the legislation with Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio).


“We are working on a new draft,” Shaheen said. “We're trying to get input from various constituencies,
to see if there are other provisions out there we should include in the bill.”


EPA Acted as Advocate, Not Regulator in Revising California SIP, Court Told


Posted February 10, 2015, 3:53 P.M. ET


By Joyce E. Cutler


The Environmental Protection Agency overstepped its bounds and acted more as an advocate than a
regulator in amending its approval of a state plan to reduce ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter
in the San Joaquin Valley, an advocacy group to a federal appeals court said today.
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Rather than reject or order amendments to the California state implementation plan, the EPA aided
and didn't regulate the state, said Brent J. Newell, an attorney with the Center on Race, Poverty & the
Environment in San Francisco, who represented the plaintiff Association of Irritated Residents.


“EPA was trying to assist the district to avoid sanctions,” Newell told the three-judge panel of the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.


“EPA isn't supposed to have the authority to amend SIPs,” Newell said. “In this situation, EPA is
collaborating with the states.”


Simi Bhat, an attorney with the U.S. Department of Justice, however, told the Ninth Circuit that “EPA
made a mistake and corrected it. That correction was appropriate and reasonably based on interpretations
of state law by the state attorney general.”


The case is being closely watched in Southern California. Advocacy groups have waged a battle for
years to enforce Clean Air Act Section 185 as part of a larger effort to force air quality officials in the Los
Angeles area and San Joaquin Valley to develop plans that bring the areas into attainment with the now-
revoked one-hour standard for ground-level ozone. Both areas missed their 2010 attainment deadlines.


Oral arguments were held nearly four years after the Ninth Circuit ordered the EPA to re-evaluate its
prior approval of transportation control measures in an earlier 2003 state plan revision submitted by the
California Air Resources Board to update mobile source emissions data.


EPA Reports Ways to Minimize Seismic Risk at Injection Wells


Posted February 10, 2015, 12:36 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


Operators of waste injection wells can reduce the risk of triggering earthquakes by assessing a site
methodically; testing the well; periodically monitoring well pressures; and being prepared to modify
operations, possibly through trial and error, according to a report by the Environmental Protection
Agency.


The report, Minimizing and Managing Potential Impacts of Injection-Induced Seismicity From Class II
Disposal Wells: Practical Approaches, was posted Feb. 5 on an EPA regional website to provide suggestions
for managing seismicity that increasingly is associated with disposal of wastewater from oil and natural
gas wells.


The report's recommendations were shaped within the context of the Underground Injection Control
program, a Safe Drinking Water Act program.


Oil and gas wells are not a focus of the report, although injection of water to trigger fracture formation
is a common practice in oil and gas wells, and such hydraulic fracturing can lead to the well being
regulated as a Class II injection well if diesel fuel is added to the water.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Decisions on Air Permits, MATS Rules
Are Some Cases to Watch, Conference Told
Cases involving time limits for the government to take action
against companies accused of failing to get Clean Air Act permits
to modify facilities are among issues worth watching in Michigan,
along with challenges to federal emissions rules,...


Climate Change
Lobbying Surprisingly Strong on Climate Bill;
Action Said to Hinge on Campaign Reform
Pronounced dead on arrival upon its introduction in 2013, the
carbon tax bill authored by Sens. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) and
Bernie Sanders (I/D-Vt.) is attracting a healthy bit of lobbying,
suggesting both industry and environmental groups...


Climate Change
Minnesota Regulators Push Back Date
To Apply Carbon Dioxide Values to 2019
The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission voted to delay the date
by which utilities in the state should begin applying the costs of
regulating carbon dioxide emissions to 2019....
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China Drops Environmental Ban
On Two Major Oil and Gas Companies
China's government removed its two biggest oil and gas
companies from an environmental blacklist after their operations
posted drops in pollution last year....


Drilling
Coalition Says Decision to Uphold Local Bans
On Fracking Could Bar N.Y. Oil, Gas Activity
All oil and gas production effectively could be banned in New York
if the state's high court affirms lower court rulings that upheld
local anti-fracking ordinances, groups representing landowners,
businesses and others said in an amicus...


Energy
EPA Lists Top 100 Renewable Energy Users
The Environmental Protection Agency announced an updated list
of the top 100 organizations that voluntarily use the most
renewable energy power. According to the list from the agency's
Green Power Partnership, the Intel Corp. is the...


Energy
FERC Commission Member Says Rolling
Blackouts Possible in Midwest in 2016
A projected shortfall of generation in combination with extreme
weather could lead to rolling blackouts for states served by the
Midwest regional grid operator in 2016, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission member Philip Moeller said April...


Energy
GE, Mitsubishi Settle Wind Turbine Dispute
The International Trade Commission will terminate its
investigation under Section 337 of the Tariff Act of 1930 into
imports of variable speed wind turbines after the parties reached
a settlement, according to a notice scheduled for publication...


Energy
Keystone XL Allies Revive Effort in Congress
To Bypass Obama in Getting Project Approval
The Obama administration's latest Keystone XL delay is having an
unintended consequence—the revival of the effort in Congress to
circumvent the White House by forcing approval of the project....


Energy
Moniz Says Department Will Continue
Processing LNG Export Licenses
The Energy Department will issue conditional approvals of
licenses to export liquefied natural gas to non-free trade
agreement countries when the timing is appropriate, Energy
Secretary Ernest Moniz said April 23....


Energy
New Hampshire Lawmakers Raise Concerns
Over Oil Sands Pipeline Through New England
The New Hampshire congressional delegation has asked Secretary
of State John Kerry to insist on a new presidential permit if
Portland Pipe Line Corp. pursues a plan to ship Canadian oil sands
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production through New England to a port facility...


Energy
No Oil, Gas Drilling Allowed on Future
Conservation Easements in Virginia
The Virginia organization that administers the state's predominant
conservation easement program will no longer grant landowners
conservation easements that permit the extraction of oil or
natural gas from the surface of the property....


Enforcement
Hess to Pay New Jersey $33.5 Million
To Settle MTBE Contamination Claims
Hess Corp. has agreed to pay $33.5 million to New Jersey to
resolve claims that it contaminated the state's waters with the
gasoline additive methyl tertiary butyl ether (In re Methyl Tertiary
Butyl Ether (MTBE) Prods. Liab. Litig., S.D.N.Y.,...


Enforcement
PG&E Pleads Not Guilty to 12 Charges
In 2010 Explosion That Killed Eight People
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. pleaded not guilty April 21 to 12 criminal
charges arising from a natural gas transmission pipeline explosion
and fire in 2010 that killed eight people (United States v. Pacific
Gas & Electric Co., N.D. Cal.,...


Enforcement
Virgin Island Utility Settles Clean Air Act Violations
The Virgin Islands Water and Power Authority agreed to pay a
$700,000 penalty and improve its emissions controls for nitrogen
oxides as part of a proposed consent decree announced April 23
(United States v. Virgin Islands Water and Power Auth.,...


Hazardous Waste
Neighbors of Settling Party Have Right
To Intervene in Indiana Cleanup Action
Land owners alleging contaminants migrated onto their properties
from an adjacent manufacturing site should have been allowed to
intervene in a state cleanup action against the manufacturer, the
Indiana Court of Appeals has ruled (Moran...


Hazmat Transport
Canada Limits Tank Car Use, Cuts Speeds
In Response to Lac-Mégantic Rail Disaster
Canada is taking further decisive steps to address the safety of
rail transport of oil and other dangerous goods in response to the
July 2013 derailment and explosion that devastated the Quebec
community of Lac-Mégantic, Transport Minister...


Hazmat Transport
First Responders Look to Industry
For Aid on Crude-by-Rail Accidents
Representatives from emergency responder organizations told the
National Transportation Safety Board on April 23 that first
responders are unable to handle large-scale derailments involving
trains transporting crude oil or other flammable...
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Hazmat Transport
NTSB Chairman Calls for Fast Action
On U.S. Tank Car Design Standards
Deborah Hersman, outgoing chairman of the National
Transportation Safety Board, urged the U.S. Transportation
Department to act quickly to address the risk of transporting
crude oil and ethanol by rail....


Land Use
Report Highlights Rise in Murders Worldwide
For Defending Land Rights, Environment
More than 900 people who defended their land rights or the
environment were killed between 2002 and 2013, with attacks
rising sharply in recent years, says a study by a London-based
environmental group....


Mining
Critical Minerals Lobbying Increases
Nearly 30% From First Quarter 2013
Influencing critical minerals legislation is still a top priority in
2014 for the mining, business and automotive communities,
public records show....


Mining
EPA's Proposed Uranium Leaching,
Thorium Mill Tailings Standard Sent to OMB
The White House has received an Environmental Protection
Agency proposal to revise health and environmental protection
regulations related to uranium and thorium mill tailings and
uranium in-situ leaching processing facilities....


Oil Spills
Better Infrastructure, Equipment, Testing
Needed for Arctic Spill Response, Study Says
The U.S. needs more industry and government infrastructure to
be able to respond adequately to an oil spill in the Arctic,
according to a National Research Council report released April
23....


Pipelines
Enbridge Receives Canadian Approval
For Edmonton-to-Hardisty Crude Oil Pipeline
Enbridge Inc. has won Canadian federal government approval to
build a new $844.3 million (US$765.7 million), 570,000 barrel-a-
day crude oil pipeline from Edmonton to Hardisty, Alberta, the
hub for a number of pipelines including the delayed...


Risk Assessment
EPA Updating Priorities, Justifications
On Chemicals IRIS Program Will Review
The Environmental Protection Agency is updating the order of and
justifications for the chemicals that it will review under its
Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) program, according to
Kenneth Olden, who directs the EPA center that...


Solid Waste
Energy Companies Maintain Strong Interest
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In Coal Ash Bill, Lobbying Records Indicate
At least 50 coal and energy companies, business groups and
health associations lobbied in the first three months of 2014 on a
bill that would give states the lead role in implementing minimum
federal standards for the disposal of coal ash generated...


Storage Tanks
EPA Considering Spill Prevention Rule,
Other Measures for Above-Ground Tanks
The Environmental Protection is considering a number of options
to prevent and respond to spills from aboveground storage tanks
containing hazardous substances, including possible mandatory
spill prevention, containment and countermeasure...


Superfund
Differences Between Repose, Limitations
Under Superfund Weighed by Supreme Court
Congress's understanding and intention regarding differences
between statutes of repose and statutes of limitations was the
focal point of questioning by the U.S. Supreme Court on April 23
during oral arguments on the superfund law's...


Toxic Substances
Safety Board Finds Communities Vulnerable
To Explosions at Ammonium Nitrate Facilities
Regulatory gaps at the county, state and federal level allowed the
devastating explosion at a Texas fertilizer facility to happen, and
weaknesses in zoning codes means it's likely that other facilities
storing hazardous chemicals are...


Water Pollution
Advocates Sue Landholding Company
For Discharges at Former Denver Mine Site
A landholding corporation is violating the Clean Water Act at a
former mine site in Denver for discharges of a pollutants including
arsenic and acidic wastewater into the South Platte River, an
environmental group alleged (WildEarth Guardians...


Water Pollution
Arizona City Wastewater Ordinance is Actually
A Cost-Shifting Device, Federal Court Rules
An Arizona city violated the contract clauses of the federal and
state constitutions when it enacted a wastewater treatment
ordinance that affected an agreement it had reached with an
industrial discharger, a federal court ruled (Pure Wafer,...


Water Pollution
House Committee Says 'Waters of the U.S.' 
Rule is Burdensome to Small Business
The House Small Business Committee on April 23 added the
recently proposed rule that would clarify Clean Water Act
jurisdiction over the nation's waters and wetlands to its website
alerting small businesses to burdensome federal regulations....


Water Pollution
Sixty Percent of Groundwater Tested
In China Exceeds Acceptable Pollution Limits
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Almost 60 percent of the groundwater at 4,778 sites monitored
across China has been found to be of poor or extremely poor
quality, contaminated with pollutants that exceed acceptable
standards....


Water Pollution
Wisconsin Grants Industry More Time
To Comply with New Phosphorus Rule
Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker (R) has signed legislation modifying
several key environmental standards, including a measure that
grants municipal and commercial wastewater systems additional
time to comply with the state's science-based...


Water Resources
EPA Announces $5 Million in Grants
To Fund San Francisco Area Water Projects
The Environmental Protection Agency has announced grants
totaling $5 million to fund San Francisco Bay Area water quality
and wetlands habitat restoration projects. ...


SPECIAL REPORT


Radioactive Waste
Concerns Over Low-Level Waste Disposal
Growing With Expansion of U.S. Oil Drilling
Oil fields are generating thousands of tons of low-level radioactive
waste as the U.S. drilling boom leads to a surge in illegal
dumping and states debate how much landfills can safely
accept....


REGULATORY AGENDA


APRIL 23 FEDERAL REGISTER


APRIL 24 FEDERAL REGISTER


Comment Deadlines
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Future Fuel cites EPA renewable fuel delay for falling profits [St. Louis Post-Dispatch :: ] |
Date: Friday, August 08, 2014 10:56:23 AM


News Headline  Outlet Full Name: Bloomberg Businessweek - Online
News Text: Aug. 07--Delayed federal guidelines on the amount of renewable fuel the nation must
use again crimped Clayton-based FutureFuel Corp.'s earnings, the company said Thursday.
 
The biofuel and specialty chemical manufacturer said second-quarter net income fell 71 percent to
$5.3 million, or 12 cents a share. That compared unfavorably to profit of $18.2 million, or 42 cents,
in the year-earlier period.
 
Revenue fell 36 percent to $66.9 million.
 
"The lingering absence of the 2014 final rule from the (Environmental Protection Agency) regarding
the Renewable Fuel mandate and the expiration of the $1 per gallon blenders' credit have severely
harmed the biodiesel industry," said Lee Mikles, FutureFuel president. "While we trust a decision
soon will be made to enable the industry to perform as it was designed, until these regulatory
provisions change or market dynamics have reason for improvement, we anticipate continued
depressed conditions for our biofuels segment."
 
The segment reported a quarterly loss of $553,000 for the second quarter, compared to $12.8
million in profit a year ago. But its chemicals segment, too, fell to $7.1 million in profit compared to
$14.8 million last year.
 
The EPA is supposed to issue updates to the renewable fuel standard, or RFS, each year, which tells
the motor fuel industry how much ethanol and other types of alternative fuels must be used or
blended with gasoline. The 2014 standards were due in November, but EPA has yet to issue them,
and experts say biodiesel and advanced biofuels have been hit especially hard.
 
Jacob Barker is a business reporter at the Post-Dispatch. Follow him on Twitter @jacobbarker and
the Business section @postdispatchbiz
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Hello, UST/LUST stalwarts,
Congratulations on getting new regs approved!  What a huge job. 
 
I think this calls for a celebratory lunch outing, as I’m sure you now have plenty of time (ha!).
 
FYI, I’m out the next 2 weeks.
 
Again, congrats,


  


David Wiley 
Capital Assets Program Manager


Forest Service
Washington Office—Engineering


p: 703-605-4512
davidrwiley@fs.fed.us


201 14th St., SW 
Washington, DC 20250
www.fs.fed.us 


Caring for the land and serving people


 
 


From: sitemgr@fedcenter.gov [mailto:sitemgr@fedcenter.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2015 4:47 AM
To: Wiley, David R -FS
Subject: FedCenter Daily Newsletter
 


FedCenter Daily Newsletter for Wednesday, June 24, 2015


 
Announcements
 


Home
EPA Issues Updates to Underground Storage Tank Regulations (06/23/2015) 
The intent of these revisions is to strengthen the 1988 federal underground storage tank (UST)
regulations by increasing emphasis on properly operating and maintaining UST equipment.
The revisions will help prevent and detect UST releases, which are a leading source of
groundwater contamination. The revisions will also help ensure all USTs in the United States,
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including those in Indian country, meet the same minimum standards. This is the first major
revision to the federal UST regulations since 1988.
USDA Updates Department Policy for Climate Change Adaptation (06/23/2015) 
USDA is taking steps to integrate climate change adaptation into USDA's programs and
operations. These efforts will help ensure taxpayer resources are invested wisely and that
USDA services and operations remain effective under current and future climate conditions.
 
Articles
 


Regulatory Watch
H.R. 2719. Tribal Coastal Resiliency Act (Draft) (06/23/2015) 
A bill to amend the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 to authorize grants to Indian tribes
to further achievement of tribal coastal zone objectives, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Natural Resources (Congressional Record; 10 June 2015 [House], page
H4135).
H.R. 2724. Reliable Investment in Vital Energy Reauthorization (RIVER) Act (Draft)
(06/23/2015) 
A bill to amend the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to reauthorize hydroelectric production
incentives and hydroelectric efficiency improvement incentives, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce (Congressional Record; 10 June 2015 [House], page
H4135).
H.R. 2735. Accountable Recovery Act (Draft) (06/23/2015) 
A bill to amend the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to require establishment of objective
numerical recovery goals for removal of species from lists of endangered species and
threatened species under that Act, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Natural
Resources (Congressional Record; 11 June 2015 [House], page H4241).
H.R. 2783. Superfund Polluter Pays Act (Draft) (06/23/2015) 
A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the financing of the Superfund;
to the Committee on Ways and Means (Congressional Record; 15 June 2015 [House], page
H4382).
H.R. 2792. Manufacturers First Act of 2015 (Draft) (06/23/2015) 
A bill to require that any revision to, or establishment of, a national primary or secondary
ambient air quality standard be made by statute, and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce (Congressional Record; 16 June 2015 [House], page H4431).
H.R. 2804. Safeguarding America's Future and Environment Act (Draft) (06/23/2015) 
A bill to establish an integrated national approach to respond to ongoing and expected effects
of extreme weather and climate change by protecting, managing, and conserving the fish,
wildlife, and plants of the United States, and to maximize Government efficiency and reduce
costs, in cooperation with State, local, and tribal governments and other entities, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Resources (Congressional Record; 17 June 2015
[House], page H4491).
H.R. 2809. Great Lakes Water Protection Act (Draft) (06/23/2015) 
A bill to amend the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to prohibit sewage dumping into the
Great Lakes, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
(Congressional Record; 17 June 2015 [House], page H4491).
Proposal To Mitigate Exposure to Bees From Acutely Toxic Pesticide Products; Extension of
Comment Period (Draft) (06/23/2015) 
EPA issued a notice in the Federal Register of May 29, 2015, concerning EPA's Proposal to
Mitigate Exposure to Bees from Acutely Toxic Pesticide Products. This document extends the
comment period for 30 days, from June 29, 2015 to July 29, 2015. Multiple stakeholders



https://www.fedcenter.gov/Announcements/index.cfm?id=28060

https://www.fedcenter.gov/news/regs/

https://www.fedcenter.gov/Articles/index.cfm?id=28072

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114hr2719ih/pdf/BILLS-114hr2719ih.pdf

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114hr2719ih/pdf/BILLS-114hr2719ih.pdf

https://www.fedcenter.gov/Articles/index.cfm?id=28073

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114hr2724ih/pdf/BILLS-114hr2724ih.pdf

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114hr2724ih/pdf/BILLS-114hr2724ih.pdf

https://www.fedcenter.gov/Articles/index.cfm?id=28074

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114hr2735ih/pdf/BILLS-114hr2735ih.pdf

https://www.fedcenter.gov/Articles/index.cfm?id=28062

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114hr2783ih/pdf/BILLS-114hr2783ih.pdf

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114hr2783ih/pdf/BILLS-114hr2783ih.pdf

https://www.fedcenter.gov/Articles/index.cfm?id=28063

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114hr2792ih/pdf/BILLS-114hr2792ih.pdf

https://www.fedcenter.gov/Articles/index.cfm?id=28065

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114hr2804ih/pdf/BILLS-114hr2804ih.pdf

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114hr2804ih/pdf/BILLS-114hr2804ih.pdf

https://www.fedcenter.gov/Articles/index.cfm?id=28066

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114hr2809ih/pdf/BILLS-114hr2809ih.pdf

https://www.fedcenter.gov/Articles/index.cfm?id=28071

https://www.fedcenter.gov/Articles/index.cfm?id=28071





requested that EPA extend the comment period due to the complexity and importance of this
issue. EPA is granting the extension. The comment period for the document published on May
29, 2015 (80 FR 30644), is extended to 29 July 2015. POC is Michael Goodis, Pesticide Re-
Evaluation Division (7508P), Office of Pesticide Programs, EPA, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave.
NW., Washington, DC 20460-0001; tel: 703-308-8157; email: goodis.michael@epa.gov
(Federal Register; 19 June 2015 [Proposed Rules], pages 35297 - 35298).
S. 1584. Renewable Fuel Standard Repeal Act (Draft) (06/23/2015) 
A bill to repeal the renewable fuel standard; to the Committee on Environment and Public
Works (Congressional Record; 16 June 2015 [Senate], page S4202).
 
Bookmarks
 


Energy
Data Center Metering and Resource Guide (Version 1.0) (06/23/2015) 
This Guide is intended to help Data Center owners and operators gather the necessary data to
participate in the Better Buildings Challenge (BBC). The BBC process includes supplying
data that is at least partially metered, and this Guide describes the requirements and how to
implement a metering system that will provide the necessary data. Focus is on calculating the
power usage effectiveness (PUE) metric.
 
Events
 


Acquisition
07/15/2015
Saving the Pollinators: Purchasing Strategies to Protect Bees and Other Pollinators (Web-
based) (07/15/2015 from 02:00 PM - 04:00 PM) 
Responsible Purchasing Network (RPN) and Friends of the Earth (FOE) are co-hosting
"Saving the Pollinators", a webinar on purchasing strategies government agencies, educational
institutions and businesses can take to protect bees and other pollinators.


Energy
06/26/2015
Data Center Metering Webinar (Web-based) (06/26/2015 from 12:00 PM - 01:00 PM) 
The webinar will help improve participant understanding of appropriate metrics and metering
schemes for determining the energy efficiency of data center infrastructure. The webinar will
also provide reference calculation guides for different metering levels and data center
architectures, including: Standalone data centers; Embedded data centers; Metered data
centers; Unmetered data centers; New construction, and Retrofitting existing facilities.


Natural Resources
07/15/2015
Saving the Pollinators: Purchasing Strategies to Protect Bees and Other Pollinators (Web-
based) (07/15/2015 from 02:00 PM - 04:00 PM) 
Responsible Purchasing Network (RPN) and Friends of the Earth (FOE) are co-hosting
"Saving the Pollinators", a webinar on purchasing strategies government agencies, educational
institutions and businesses can take to protect bees and other pollinators.


Training
06/26/2015
Data Center Metering Webinar (Web-based) (06/26/2015 from 12:00 PM - 01:00 PM) 
The webinar will help improve participant understanding of appropriate metrics and metering
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schemes for determining the energy efficiency of data center infrastructure. The webinar will
also provide reference calculation guides for different metering levels and data center
architectures, including: Standalone data centers; Embedded data centers; Metered data
centers; Unmetered data centers; New construction, and Retrofitting existing facilities.
07/15/2015
Saving the Pollinators: Purchasing Strategies to Protect Bees and Other Pollinators (Web-
based) (07/15/2015 from 02:00 PM - 04:00 PM) 
Responsible Purchasing Network (RPN) and Friends of the Earth (FOE) are co-hosting
"Saving the Pollinators", a webinar on purchasing strategies government agencies, educational
institutions and businesses can take to protect bees and other pollinators.


Like Us on Facebook! Follow Us on Twitter!


This newsletter is being brought to you by FedCenter, whose sole focus is assisting federal
facilities meet their environmental stewardship and compliance needs. FedCenter major
program areas include Executive Orders 13514 and 13423, Environmental Compliance,
Acquisition, Cleanup, EMS, Energy, Greenhouse Gases, High Performance Buildings, NEPA,
Electronics Stewardship, Pollution Prevention, Chemical Management, Sustainability,
Transportation, Climate Change Adaptation, Water Efficiency and Natural Resources.
Additional compliance assistance information, collaboration tools and support services are
also provided. Visit our website at http://www.fedcenter.gov and let us know what you think
about the Center and how we can be of assistance to you.


Because you are a FedCenter member, you have the option of receiving this information
update on a daily, weekly or monthly basis. To change your preferences, or if you do not wish
to continue receiving this newsletter, please visit the site at http://www.fedcenter.gov/login, go
to Members->My Page, and click the Subscriptions link.


Thanks for visiting FedCenter!
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 Latest News   BNA Insights    PDF LINK Search Full Publication     


Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Clean Power Plan Could Prompt National Energy Efficiency Registry


Posted February 23, 2015, 4:09 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


A national registry would bring transparency and accountability to energy efficiency programs as states
look at efficiency as a strategy to comply with the Environmental Protection Agency's Clean Power Plan,
participants said today at the 2015 Climate Leadership Conference.


Each state measures and records its energy efficiency programs differently, making national
consistency difficult, David Rosenheim, executive director of the Climate Registry, said during a discussion
at the conference. The proposed Clean Power Plan, however, could provide the impetus to establish a
national registry of energy efficiency programs as state regulators look for tools to reduce carbon dioxide
emissions from power plants, he said.


“Now we have the Clean Power Plan where the air agencies are responsible for compliance, and those
agencies don’t often have good access to that data and that’s within the state,” Rosenheim said.


The proposed Clean Power Plan would establish unique carbon dioxide emissions rates for the power
sector in each state. States would be tasked with developing compliance strategies, which could include
energy efficiency programs.


Keystone Bill Facing Veto Upon White House Arrival Tomorrow


Posted February 23, 2015, 3:49 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


President Barack Obama will veto legislation to approve the Keystone XL pipeline, White House Press
Secretary Josh Earnest said today, as the author of the bill said the measure would be sent to the White
House tomorrow.


Obama plans to veto the legislation (S.1) when it arrives at the White House with little “drama or
fanfare,” Earnest said, speaking to reporters at a news conference.


“I would anticipate that as we've been seeing for years, the president would veto that legislation and
he will,” Earnest said.


The bill, by Sen. John Hoeven (R-N.D.), would circumvent an ongoing Obama administration review of
the $8 billion project. The bill was passed in the Senate by a 62-35 vote and in the House by a 270-152
vote.
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“The administration has delayed this important infrastructure project for over six years, despite a
series of environmental reviews, all of which conclude that the project will have no significant
environmental impact,” Hoeven said in a statement. “It has been more than enough time to make a fair
decision on the merits of the project.”


Power Industry Questions If MATS Reconsideration Rule Complies With Law


Posted February 23, 2015, 4:06 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


A power plant trade group will ask a federal appeals court to consider whether the Environmental
Protection Agency complied with Clean Air Act requirements when it established an alternative method for
compliance with mercury and air toxics standards during startup and shutdown.


The Utility Air Regulatory Group, in a statement of issues filed Feb. 20, questioned whether portions of
the alternative work practice standards, associated recordkeeping and reporting requirements, and new
monitoring requirements for particulate matter “are arbitrary, capricious, an abuse of discretion, or
otherwise not in accordance with the law.”


The standards, established in a November 2014 rulemaking (RIN 2060-AS07), require coal- and oil-
fired power plants to initiate startup using clean fuels and to continue using the maximum possible amount
of clean fuels during the startup period (79 Fed. Reg. 68,777).


The trade group filed its lawsuit with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit in
January. The lawsuit was consolidated with challenges to the mercury and air toxics standards the Sierra
Club and other environmental groups filed and a second lawsuit five power companies filed.


EPA's McCarthy Invited to Iowa for Discussion on Renewable Fuel, Waters


Posted February 23, 2015, 1:09 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa) today invited Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy
to visit Iowa and hear direct feedback on the Renewable Fuel Standard and a proposed Clean Water Act
jurisdictional rule.


“It is critical to hear and see how your proposed changes to [the Waters of the United States] and
failure to put forth required levels for the RFS could, and have, impacted farmers, biofuel producers and all
the important related industries,” Ernst said in the letter.


Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad (R) raised many of the same issues during a Feb. 20 meeting with McCarthy
in Washington, according to Ernst, but it remains critical for the EPA administrator to get “first-hand”
feedback on her agency's regulatory choices.


In April 2014, the EPA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers jointly proposed (RIN 2040-AF30) a
regulation that would bring under federal jurisdiction all tributaries of streams, lakes, ponds and
impoundments as well as wetlands that affect the chemical, physical and biological integrity of larger,
navigable downstream waters.


CSX to Pay $361K Penalty for 2014 Oil Train Derailment, Virginia Says


Posted February 23, 2015, 2:58 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


CSX Transportation Inc. has agreed to pay a $361,000 penalty for damages associated with an April
2014 derailment of a tank car carrying crude oil, the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
announced today.


CSX also will conduct restoration work on the James River bank near where the derailment occurred,
monitor the river for long-term environmental effects and pay more than $18,500 for costs associated with
the department's investigative work. The April 30 derailment in Lynchburg, Va., caused more than 29,000
gallons to breach from the tank cars and roughly 98 percent of that caught flame, according to a
department news release.


The railroad company had another train carrying crude oil derail on its tracks last week, this time in
Montgomery, W.Va. Twenty-seven CPC-1232 tank cars carrying crude oil derailed off of a 109-car unit
train Feb. 16 near the Kanawha River, leading West Virginia Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin (D) to declare a state
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of emergency for Kanawha and Fayette counties that evening.


The consent order for the April 2014 derailment is available for public comment through March 25.


West Virginia Derailment Probe Begins as Weather, Fires Abate


Posted February 23, 2015, 11:27 A.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


Federal railroad and hazmat safety officials can begin investigating what caused or contributed to the
West Virginia derailment of a train carrying crude oil on Feb. 16, as well as determining what enforcement
actions are warranted, the Transportation Department announced yesterday.


The Federal Railroad Administration investigators, who will lead the forensic assessment, will examine
the damaged tank cars and rail to assess whether wheel, track, axles or other equipment issues
contributed to or caused the accident, the department said in a news release.


The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration will examine several issues, including the
classification, volatility and gas content of the crude oil carried on the CSX Corp. railroad and the
performance of the tank cars that carried the crude oil. These are issues it also identified as key factors
affecting the safety of oil-by-rail transport in its proposed rule governing certain flammable liquids' rail
transportation.


Investigators were unable to fully commence their review of the site in Montgomery, W.Va., until
yesterday because of weather and safety issues, such as fires caused by the derailment and concerns for
potentially contaminated local drinking water supplies. Investigators could remain at the site for days or
weeks, the department said.


Audit Finds 14-Year Lapse in North Dakota Pesticide Inspections


Posted February 23, 2015, 3:39 P.M. ET


By David Schultz


The Environmental Protection Agency has not been conducting inspections of pesticide manufacturers
in North Dakota for at least 14 years, according to an audit issued today by the agency's inspector
general.


The audit also found that the agency has not been inspecting pesticides imported into North Dakota
from other countries since 2011.


“North Dakota officials do not want federal inspections conducted in their state,” the inspector
general's audit stated. North Dakota's top pesticide regulator told the auditors that the state's “inspections
were sufficient … and that [local EPA] officials were also in agreement. However, [the agency] has the
responsibility to conduct … producer establishment and import inspections in all … states, including North
Dakota.”


The IG report stated that local EPA officials agreed to all of the audit's recommendations and will
restart inspections in North Dakota by no later than Sept. 30.


Jim Gray, head of the state's pesticide and fertilizer division, referred a request for comment to Doug
Goehring, North Dakota's agriculture commissioner, who was unavailable.


House Takes Up Bill for EPA to Manage Algal Toxins in Drinking Water


Posted February 23, 2015, 12:13 P.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


The House tomorrow will consider under suspension of rules a bill that would direct the Environmental
Protection Agency to draw up a plan to assess and manage risks posed by algae toxins to drinking water
supplies.


Sponsored by Rep. Bob Latta (R-Ohio) and backed by most Democrats, the Drinking Water Protection
Act (H.R. 212) would require the EPA to submit the plan to Congress within 90 days of its enactment. The
EPA would have to evaluate the risk to human health from drinking water provided by public systems and
publish a list of harmful cyanotoxins.


The bill also would require the agency to summarize the known adverse health effects of cyanotoxins
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on the list and publish health advisories for the cyanotoxins associated with this form of harmful blue-
green algae.


H.R. 212 responded to a drinking water ban imposed in early August 2014 in Toledo, Ohio, because of
toxins that had gotten into the system.


Suspension of the rules is a procedure generally used to quickly pass noncontroversial bills.


Cargo Ship Engineer Sent to Prison for Oily Discharge in Maryland Port


Posted February 23, 2015, 3:43 P.M. ET


By Jeff Day


A U.S. District Court in Maryland sentenced the chief engineer of a Japanese cargo ship to eight
months in prison and three years' probation for his involvement in the discharge of oily waste into the Port
of Baltimore and subsequent obstruction of justice.


Noly Torato Vidad admitted under a plea agreement in the U.S. District Court for the District of
Maryland that under his supervision, engine room crew on the M/V Selene Leader bypassed pollution
control equipment and sent oily wastes overboard while the ship was anchored in the port, part of the
Chesapeake Bay, in January 2014, violating the Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships.


Vidad also admitted that he falsified the ship's oil record book, destroyed documents, and then lied
himself and directed crew members to lie to U.S. Coast Guard investigators when they boarded the ship
Jan. 31.


Ship owner Hachiuma Steamship Co. pleaded guilty Jan. 9 to violating the Act to Prevent Pollution
from Ships. The court ordered the company to pay a $1.8 million fine and implement a pollution-
prevention plan.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Controls Available to Reduce Oil Well Flaring
Cost-effective controls exist to reduce flaring at tight oil wells in
Texas and North Dakota, the Clean Air Task Force said in a report
released April 23. Flaring from oil wells in the Bakken formation in
North Dakota and the Eagle Ford formation...


Air Pollution
EPA Has Failed to Cooperate in Discovery,
Murray Energy Says in Suit Over Job Impacts
The Environmental Protection Agency has failed to make its staff
available for depositions in a lawsuit seeking a job impact review
of its regulations, Murray Energy Corp. said in a motion seeking
to compel the agency's cooperation (Murray...


Air Pollution
State Agencies to Discuss Strategies for
Funding Wood Stove Changeout Programs
State and local environmental agencies will meet soon to discuss
how to best deploy available funding to support programs that
promote the replacement of older wood-burning stoves with
devices that meet new federal emissions standards....


Chemicals
Brazil Issues National Implementation Plan 
For Eliminating Persistent Organic Pollutants
Brazil has issued the country's national implementation plan of
the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants
(POPs), the 2004 global agreement that requires parties to
prohibit the production, use and trade of certain...


Climate Change
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Advisory Board: Canada May Need Carbon
Price Program to Meet GHG-Reduction Goals
A federal approach to carbon pricing may be the only way Canada
could meet its international commitments to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, said a member of an influential advisory board....


Climate Change
Scientists Explain Why Arctic Matters
As U.S. Readies to Chair Regional Council
The nation’s scientific community wants you to know that what
happens in the Arctic doesn’t stay in the Arctic....


Climate Policy
USDA to Use Incentives in Bid to Reduce
Carbon Emissions From Agriculture, Forestry
The Obama administration plans to use a combination of
voluntary programs authorized in the 2014 Farm Bill to encourage
farmers, ranchers and landowners to reduce carbon dioxide
emissions and increase the use of carbon sequestration, with...


Climate Regulation
Interim Goal for EPA Clean Power Plan
Is Unattainable, Texas Commissioners Say
Texas has a strong track record when it comes to regulating the
power sector, but the interim goal in the Environmental
Protection Agency's Clean Power Plan is cause for concern, Texas
regulators said April 23 at the IHS Energy CERAWeek...


Climate Regulation
McCarthy: EPA Clean Power Plan Deadline
Might Be Delayed to Avoid Electricity Outages
The EPA would push out the 2020 interim deadline for the Clean
Power Plan if necessary to protect the reliability of the nation's
electricity, Administrator Gina McCarthy said in Houston during
the IHS Energy CERAweek conference. ...


Climate Regulation
Next Federal Greenhouse Gas Truck Rules
Must Curb Nitrogen Oxides, California Says
California needs the second generation of federal greenhouse gas
emissions standards for medium- and heavy-duty trucks to be
stringent enough to aid the state in attaining both its climate
targets and national ambient air quality standards,...


Climate Regulation
Schatz Confident Obama Climate Agenda
To Survive Congressional Assault on Authority
Senate Democrats are preparing for the "next legislative fight" on
climate change—defending President Barack Obama's carbon
pollution regulations from a barrage of Republican attacks—but
are confident they...


Congress
Records of Texts From EPA’s McCarthy
Released in Response to House Subpoena
The Environmental Protection Agency, in response to a House
science committee subpoena, has released what it touts as
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complete records of all text communications from Administrator
Gina McCarthy during her tenure at the agency dating to...


Corporate Responsibility
NGOs, Investors to Ramp Up Activities
On Companies' Conflict Minerals Reporting
Engagement by nongovernmental organizations and socially
responsible investors on conflict minerals will ramp up after this
year's disclosures, an attorney has warned....


Energy Efficiency
House Energy and Commerce Committee
To Release Efficiency Portion of Energy Bill
The House Energy and Commerce Committee plans to soon
release sections of comprehensive energy legislation relating to
energy efficiency and the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, the
committee said in a statement April 23....


Energy
Moniz Still Sees No 'Compelling' Case
For Removing U.S. Crude Oil Export Ban
Industry still has not presented a compelling economic case for
lifting the ban on U.S. crude oil exports, Energy Secretary Ernest
Moniz told reporters April 23 during the IHS Energy CERAweek
conference....


Energy
Oil Companies Experiment With Turning
Fracking Wastewater Into Geothermal Power
Oil fracking companies seeking to improve their image and pull in
a little extra cash are turning their wastewater into clean
geothermal power, according to industry and academic sources....


Energy
Six New England Governors Pledge
To Pursue Cost-Effective Energy Measures
Governors of the six New England states underscored their
commitment to the development of a regional energy strategy
following a closed-door discussion April 23 in Hartford, Conn., and
laid out an array of actions the individual states plan...


Enforcement
Senate Confirms Loretta Lynch as Attorney General
The Senate confirmed April 23 Loretta Lynch to be the new U.S.
attorney general. Lynch, who was confirmed by a 56-43 vote, will
replace Eric Holder in the position. President Barack Obama sent
Lynch's nomination to Congress Nov. 13 and renominated...


Hazmat Transport
FRA Collecting Information on Crude Oil Derailments
The Federal Railroad Administration will publish April 24 a notice
regarding collection of information regarding crude oil train
accidents. The railroad administration announced April 17 it would
conduct the information collection,...


Hazmat Transport
Lithium Batteries Top Agenda for Industries,
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Regulators Ahead of Air Transport Meeting
In preparation for an international meeting on global air transport
standards for dangerous goods, certain manufacturers sought to
clarify April 23 what mitigation techniques that airlines and
federal regulators see as necessary to ship...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Backlog of Wells Waiting to Be Fracked
Triples as Drillers Keep Oil From Market
Think the U.S. is awash in crude now? Thank the "fracklog" that
it’s not worse....


Hydraulic Fracturing
Inhofe Unconvinced of Tie Between Fracking,
Earthquakes Despite Oklahoma State Report
Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.) told Bloomberg BNA April 23 that he
remains skeptical of evidence that energy development
operations in his state are connected to greater incidences of
earthquakes, despite an Oklahoma agency's report linking...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Policies Exist to Deal With Earthquake Risks
Tied to Wastewater Injection, Lawmakers Told
A Texas state regulator and a geology professor told a committee
April 23 that policies and strategies exist for dealing with
earthquake risks from oil and gas drilling and wastewater
injection....


International Climate
China Wants U.S. Climate Commitment
To Extend Beyond Obama Administration
China is well aware of Republican attacks on President Barack
Obama's climate agenda but hopes his efforts to achieve an
international climate deal that includes the U.S. won't be
undercut by his opponents or his successor, China...


Oil & Gas
Carbon ‘Blueprint’ Shows Risks
From Not Preparing for Cheap Fuel
Oil and natural gas companies that fail to consider the risks of a
warmer planet and cheaper fossil fuels are jeopardizing
shareholder value, according to a report by Carbon Tracker
Initiative and Energy Transition Advisors....


Oil & Gas
Lawmakers Ask Interior to Expand
Proposed Offshore Oil, Gas Leasing Program
The Interior Department should increase the size of its proposed
offshore oil and gas leasing plan, Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee Chair Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), and 162
other lawmakers said in a letter April 23. ...


Oil & Gas
Oklahoma House Passes Legislation Aimed
At Prohibiting, Detering Local Drilling Bans
The Oklahoma House approved multiple pieces of legislation that
would prohibit or deter local officials from banning oil and gas
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activities in their cities. ...


Oil & Gas
USGS Releases Models for Predicting
Earthquakes Linked to Wastewater Injection
The U.S. Geological Survey released a report April 23 outlining a
preliminary set of models for predicting how often earthquakes
are expected to occur in areas where seismic activity has been
linked to the disposal of oil and gas wastewater...


Oil Spills
BP Seen Paying More Than Budgeted
For 2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill Costs
BP Plc could pay at least $60 billion in total costs following the oil
spill in the Gulf of Mexico five years ago, 38 percent more than
the company budgeted, according to research by Bloomberg
Intelligence....


Pesticides
Pollinator-Friendly Measures Planned
For Military Landscaping Contractors
The Defense Department is updating requirements for its
landscaping contractors to make military installations more
amenable to pollinator insects, a senior civilian official with the
department said....


REACH
EU Restricts Lead in Consumer Products
That Children May Put in Their Mouths
The European Commission April 23 published a regulation that
restricts in the European Union after June 1, 2016, the use of
lead and lead compounds in any product that children might put
in their mouths....


Renewable Energy
U.S. Power Grid’s $2 Trillion Push on
Renewables, Lines Needs European Efficiency
A $2 trillion push in the U.S. to blend renewable energy into the
power supply and fortify transmission lines against extreme
weather means that Americans must act more like Europeans to
keep their power costs down....


Science Policy
Liability, Vulnerability of Scientific Advisers
Raised in OECD Report Urging Transparency
Scientists are increasingly visible and vulnerable in policy-making
processes, according to a report issued April 23 by the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. ...


Vehicle Fuels
Senators' Bipartisan Letter Asks EPA to
‘Reverse Course’ on Renewable Fuel Standard
The Environmental Protection Agency should increase the amount
of biofuels required when it finalizes the renewable fuel standard,
37 senators wrote in a letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy.
...
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Water Pollution
Law Center Challenges North Carolina
On Water Act Permit for New Toll Road
The Southern Environmental Law Center is challenging North
Carolina's approval of a clean water permit that would allow
construction of a congestion-relieving toll road to begin....


Water Pollution
Wastewater Treatment Facilities in China
Fined as Focus on Water Pollution Increases
In a sign of sanctions to come targeting water polluters in China,
Hebei province fined six wastewater treatment plants for
discharges with high levels of chemical oxygen demand, which
the plants are supposed to eliminate....


Wetlands
Virginia Developer Seeks En Banc Hearing
Before Fourth Circuit in Wetlands Nexus Case
A Virginia developer has asked the full U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Fourth Circuit to consider whether a panel of that court
improperly affirmed that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has
Clean Water Act jurisdiction over wetlands on its Chesapeake...


INTERVIEW


See Current Bloomberg BNA Interview: Brian Schatz: The
Senate's Fresh Face on Climate Change


SPECIAL REPORT


Superfund
Climate Change Threatens Superfund Sites,
Which Could Affect Liability, Lawyers Say
Hurricanes, rising sea levels, floods and other weather events
linked to climate change pose an increasing threat to some
Superfund sites that may change the calculus of liability under
the federal hazardous waste law, environmental lawyers...


REGULATORY AGENDA


APRIL 23 FEDERAL REGISTER


APRIL 24 FEDERAL REGISTER


Comment Deadlines
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Conclusory Opinions by Three Experts Nixed
In Lawsuits Over Pollution at Power Plant
Expert testimony on whether airborne emissions from a coal-fired
electric generating facility violated the Pennsylvania Air Pollution
Control Act must be excluded because the opinions offered legal
conclusions, the U.S. District Court...


Air Pollution
EPA Proposed Standards for Wood Heaters
Would Increase Heating Costs, Senators Say
Senators from Maine and South Dakota say the Environmental
Protection Agency's proposal to clean up the next generation of
wood stoves and heaters would increase heating costs for
consumers....


Climate Change
EPA Urged to Stay Within Air Act Authority
In Regulating Existing Power Plant Emissions
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The Environmental Protection Agency needs to stay squarely
within its legal authority under Clean Air Act Section 111(d) in
regulating greenhouse gas emissions from existing power plants,
Robert Wyman, an attorney at Latham & Watkins...


Climate Change
Methane Plan Calls for EPA to Evaluate
Controls It Once Deemed Unnecessary
A White House plan that requires the Environmental Protection
Agency to consider ways to further reduce methane emissions
from oil and natural gas wells represents a policy reversal for the
agency, which had previously argued direct regulation...


Climate Change
Obama Issues Plan to Cut Landfill Methane,
Defers Decision on Oil, Gas Sector Emissions
The White House unveiled a strategy March 28 to cut U.S.
methane emissions, a potent greenhouse gas, that will include
limits for new landfills and coal mines operating on public lands....


Climate Change
Swiss Re Says Losses From Disasters Decreased
Global economic losses from natural catastrophes and man-made
disasters totaled $140 billion in 2013, down from $196 billion the
year before and well below the 10-year average of $190 billion,
according to an analysis by reinsurance firm...


Climate Change
West Coast States, British Columbia Believe
Pact Will Boost Impacts of Individual Efforts
An agreement signed in October 2013 by the governors of
California, Oregon and Washington and the leader of British
Columbia to collaborate on climate policies could produce a
consistent fueling infrastructure for electric vehicles on the...


Endangered Species
Four Bills to Revise Endangered Species Act
Introduced by Republicans as ‘Starting Point'
Four bills to revise the Endangered Species Act were introduced
by Republican lawmakers who described the legislation as modest
first steps....


Energy
Administration Still ‘Committed to Biofuels'
Despite Proposed Reduction, McCarthy Says
The Obama administration "remains committed to biofuels"
despite a proposed rule that would roll back the biofuel mandates
in the Environmental Protection Agency's 2014 renewable fuel
standard, Administrator Gina McCarthy...


Energy
Energy Efficiency, Renewable Energy Office
To Release First Strategic Plan Since 2002
The Energy Department's Office of Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy (EERE) will likely release the first strategic
plan for the office in 12 years during the week of April 14, an
EERE official said March 28....
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Energy
FTC Proposes Changes to Fuel Rating Rule
The Federal Trade Commission is proposing changes to its fuel
rating rule, which determines the fuel rating that appears on fuel
pump labels, sets how octane levels are calculated and helps to
inform consumers about proper fuel for their vehicles....


Energy
Musk Joins Designer Westwood in Taking
‘Crowdfunding' to Clean Energy Development
E-commerce visionary Elon Musk and British punk-fashionista
Vivienne Westwood see eye to eye on a new wave in clean
energy: You need to find investors online....


Energy
Renewable Energy Credit Extension
Is Not Automatic, Rep. Levin Says
An extension of the renewable energy production tax credit isn't
"automatically a given," Rep. Sandy Levin (D-Mich.), the top
Democrat on the House Ways and Means Committee, told a
forum held by the American Council on Renewable...


Energy
Southern Co. Agrees to Investors' Request
For Report on Renewable Energy Investments
Southern Co. has agreed with shareholders to report on how the
historically coal-focused utility is investing in renewable energy....


Energy
Toronto-Dominion Bank to Sell Bonds
Tied to Funding Environmental Initiatives
Toronto-Dominion Bank said it is the first Canadian commercial
lender to sell a so-called green bond, offering a C$500 million
($454 million) debt security tied to funding environmental
initiatives....


Enforcement
Consent Decree Requires Processor
To Pay Fine, Convert Boilers to Gas
An Iowa court has issued a consent decree that will require Grain
Processing Corp. of Muscatine, Iowa, to pay a civil penalty of $1.5
million to resolve allegations that it emitted excess amounts of
particulate matter and sulfur dioxide (Iowa...


Enforcement
Senate Judiciary Votes to Advance Nominee
For Justice Department Environmental Post
The Senate Judiciary Committee voted March 27 to advance John
Cruden's nomination to be assistant attorney general for
environment and natural resources. ...


Impact Statements
Interior Issues Draft Impact Statement
On Power Plant, Mine Project in New Mexico
The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement issued
a draft environmental impact statement March 28 for the Four
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Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project in
northwestern New Mexico (79 Fed. Reg. 17,569)....


Oil Spills
New York Seeks Updates in EPA Plans
Covering Responses to Crude Oil Spills
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency should revisit decades-
old contingency and response plans for crude oil spills in New
York, with particular attention to the environmentally sensitive
areas in the eastern Great Lakes and the Hudson...


Pipeline Safety
PG&E Expects to Face Criminal Charges
For San Bruno Pipe Explosion in California
PG&E Corp., owner of California's largest utility, said it expects to
face criminal charges for the 2010 explosion of one of its natural
gas pipelines that killed eight people in San Bruno....


Storage Tanks
EPA, Coast Guard to Clean Up Liquids
From Tanks at Former Pulp Mill Site
The Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Coast Guard
will clean up millions of gallons of hazardous materials leaking
from underground storage tanks as well as tons of sludge
contaminated by them at a defunct pulp mill in Northern
California....


Toxic Substances
EPA to Propose Final New Use Rules
For Adhesive, Building Material Chemicals
The Environmental Protection Agency will withdraw by April 14
direct final significant new use rules (SNURs) that would have
restricted uses of four chemicals designed for adhesive and other
applications....


Toxic Substances
U.S. Trade Report Details Barriers Faced
By Smaller Chemical Makers Exporting to EU
Small and medium chemical manufacturers say their ability to
export chemicals to the European Union is hindered by the cost of
complying with the registration, evaluation and authorization of
chemicals (REACH) regulation and emerging EU...


Transportation
Highway, Transit Agencies Issue Guidance
On MAP-21 Financial Penalty Provision
Federal highway and transit agencies have issued guidance
spelling out how they will implement a transportation law
provision that would impose, for the first time, financial penalties
on federal environmental review agencies for delays...


Water Pollution
Duke Energy Investors Seek Board Probe
Of Coal Ash Handling, Other Activities
A group of Duke Energy shareholders has called upon the utility's
board of directors to conduct an investigation into the company's
coal ash-handling practices as well as related lobbying and
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political activities, participants...


Wetlands
Agencies Choose Science Over Metrics 
For Water, Wetlands ‘Significant Nexus' Test
Despite calls by Western states and various affected industrial
sectors, a proposed rule intended to clarify the scope of Clean
Water Act protections does not quantify what is meant by
"significant nexus" between geographically...


NTP to Hold Aquatic Models, Toxicology Workshop
The National Toxicology Program with the Environmental
Protection Agency and North Carolina State University will hold a
workshop May 5-6 on how small aquarium fish can be used to
test environmental toxics and molecules' potential effects...
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MARCH 31 FEDERAL REGISTER
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Dear Mark,


2015 ends on a high note for U.S. energy policy as Congress voted to repeal the obsolete, ‘70s-era
ban on crude exports. Dozens of studies agree that lifting the restrictions will put downward pressure
on gas prices, reduce the trade deficit, and provide a boost to economic growth and U.S. energy
production.


Throughout the year, our status as the world’s leading producer of oil and natural gas continued to
provide savings to American families and businesses while significantly enhancing our energy
security. A review of the year’s energy developments shows how the American energy renaissance
is paying off for consumers while also demonstrating that policymakers have some work to do in
2016:


Renewable Fuel Standard Threatens Engines, Economy: Ethanol volume mandates released in
November by the EPA fall short in ensuring that Americans have access to fuels they can safely use
in their vehicles. Ninety percent of vehicles on the road today are manufacturer-approved to use fuel
blends with no more than 10 percent ethanol. Although EPA used its waiver authority to partially
lower ethanol mandates, significant reform or repeal is necessary to prevent harm to the economy.


White House Rejects Keystone XL Pipeline: After seven years of exhaustive study and five
positive State Department reviews, the White House rejected the Keystone XL pipeline and its
42,000 jobs. An overwhelming majority of American voters supported this shovel-ready project that
would have enhanced American energy security. To realize the full benefits of the American energy
resurgence, policymakers must prioritize updating the nation’s energy infrastructure, which could
generate up to $1.15 trillion in new private capital investment and support 1.1 million new jobs.


Missed Offshore Opportunities: Despite strong national and state-level support for offshore energy
development, government policy keeps 87 percent of federally controlled offshore acreage off limits
to energy exploration. A new leasing plan released by the Interior Department in January did little to
lift restrictions. The five-year plan for 2017 – 2022 only includes one potential Atlantic lease sale –
and not until 2021. Promising areas in the Pacific, Arctic and Eastern Gulf of Mexico remain locked
away.


New Ozone Rules Could Be Costliest Regulations Ever: New ozone regulations released by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in early October could place one-third of U.S. counties out
of attainment and subject to costly mitigation measures – even though ozone levels have already
dropped 18 percent since 2000. The new ozone rules threaten to redirect resources away from
creating jobs and toward meeting a standard that does not need to be tightened.


Report Affirms Safety of Hydraulic Fracturing: A five-year, multi-million dollar EPA study released
in June concluded that fracking has not led to widespread, systemic impacts on drinking water. The
Washington Post said of the report, “Given the economic and environmental benefits of using
domestically fracked natural gas — which produces less carbon dioxide than coal when burned —
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the arguments for fracking bans continue to look very weak.”


American Energy Renaissance Drives Consumer Savings: The summer driving season kicked
off with Memorial Day gas prices at five-year lows. The trend continued throughout the year, with
Labor Day prices reaching 11-year lows and Thanksgiving gas prices approaching $2.00 per gallon
due to increases in global market stability driven largely by U.S. production gains. Overall, the
hydraulic fracturing-driven American energy resurgence is saving American families an average
$1200 each year per household.


U.S. Leads on Emissions Reductions: At the high-profile Paris climate conference, the United
States occupied a unique position: We lead the world in both emissions reductions and production of
oil and natural gas. Thanks to the availability and affordability of clean-burning natural gas, U.S.
carbon emissions are near 20-year lows. Methane emissions have also dropped. U.S. success
demonstrates that market-driven solutions can reduce emissions without sacrificing energy
production or economic growth.


Recent polling shows a bipartisan majority of American voters agree that increased energy access
could help create jobs (86 percent), stimulate the economy (84 percent), strengthen energy security
(85 percent) and lower consumer energy costs (78 percent). When Congress reconvenes in 2016,
policymakers should follow the lead of their constituents and make pro-energy policies a top priority. 


Sincerely,


Jack N. Gerard
President & CEO
API
 


Vote4Energy


Energy isn’t a partisan issue. It’s about
prosperity, security and seizing America’s
historic opportunity to achieve lasting global
energy leadership. The Vote4Energy
campaign seeks to promote an all-of-the-
above energy strategy based on science and
facts, not political ideology.


 


 


Follow our Blog to stay up-to-date


To stay up-to-date on the latest energy-related
news, there is no better place to check than
the Energy Tomorrow Blog.


 


 


Blog


 


About API:
 
API is a national trade association that represents all segments of America’s technology-
driven oil and natural gas industry. Its more than 625 members – including large integrated
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 companies, exploration and production, refining, marketing, pipeline, and marine businesses,
and service and supply firms – provide most of the nation’s energy and are backed by a
growing grassroots movement of more than 25 million Americans. The industry also supports
9.8 million U.S. jobs and 8 percent of the U.S. economy and, since 2000, has invested over
$3 trillion in U.S. capital projects to advance all forms of energy, including alternatives.


 


To learn more about API and the value of oil and natural gas, please visit API.org.
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Obama Vetoes Keystone Bill; Senate Republicans Plan Override Vote


Posted February 24, 2015, 3:42 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


President Barack Obama vetoed legislation to approve the Keystone XL pipeline today.


The bill (S. 1) would circumvent an ongoing Obama administration review of the $8 billion pipeline
project, which would carry oil from Alberta oil sands to Gulf Coast refineries in Texas.


The Senate will hold a vote to override the veto by March 3, according to Don Stewart, a spokesman
for Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.)


The bill sponsored by Sen. John Hoeven (R-N.D) passed the Senate by a vote of 62-35, five votes
short of the 67 needed to override a presidential veto.


Heitkamp Reintroduces Crude-by-Rail Emergency Response Bill


Posted February 24, 2015, 3:06 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


Sen. Heidi Heitkamp (D-N.D.) reintroduced today a bill to ensure that emergency responders have
adequate resources and training to respond to derailments of trains carrying crude oil and other flammable
liquids.


Under the Railroad Emergency Services Preparedness, Operational Needs and Safety Evaluation
(RESPONSE) Act bill, a Federal Emergency Management Agency National Advisory Council subcommittee
would be created to assess the effectiveness and adequacy of emergency response training, resources,
best practices and hazardous materials rail transport response.


The subcommittee would have one year from creation to turn its evaluation into recommendations for
Congress regarding first responder training for crude-by-rail incidents, training funds' use and the
development of a potential new train incident database. The subcommittee also would offer actions for
locations that don't have emergency response plans for these types of incidents.


The bill's introduction comes one week after a West Virginia derailment of a train carrying crude oil
that ignited a house and several tank cars and caused oil to spill into the nearby Kanawha River.


White House Energy Review to Include Crude-by-Rail Recommendations
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Posted February 24, 2015, 3:51 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


A broad interagency assessment of national energy policy being conducted by the Obama
administration will include recommendations related to improving crude-by-rail safety, a senior Energy
Department official said today.


The so-called Quadrennial Energy Review will include an initiative to improve data on shipments of
crude and ethanol by railroad, among other recommendations, Melanie A. Kenderdine, energy counselor to
Secretary Ernest Moniz, said during a forum presented by the Natural Gas Round Table.


“If we can’t look at how our oil and our ethanol is moving in shared infrastructure, we’re not getting a
full energy picture,” she said. “It has been very difficult to get information on energy moving by rail.”


The review, called for in President Barack Obama's Climate Action Plan in June 2013, is undergoing
final edits by the White House and is expected to be publicly released soon, Kenderdine said.


Sen. Flake to Use Spending Bill to Block Ethanol Mandate


Posted February 24, 2015, 4:02 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) will seek to roll back the renewable fuel standard and its ethanol mandate by
attaching language to the Environmental Protection Agency’s fiscal 2016 spending bill, he told Bloomberg
BNA.


“There’s room on appropriations bills to deal with some of these issues, and we ought to take
advantage of that,” said Flake, who opposed the mandate in the House before he was elected senator in
2013.


Flake, a member of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, said his strategy would give
opponents of the EPA mandate a way to gauge support for its elimination. The 2005 Energy Policy Act
requires increasing levels of ethanol and other alternative fuels be mixed into U.S. fuel supplies.


Even if his policy rider falls short, it would be a test case for opponents of the mandate—a group that
includes Sen. Pat Toomey (R-Pa.), Sens. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) and Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.)—to push
for a standalone bill to end the renewable fuel requirement, Flake said.


Oil, Gas, Coal Sectors Would Need Carbon Permits Under Bill


Posted February 24, 2015, 3:56 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


The oil, coal and natural gas sector would need to buy carbon permits for each ton of greenhouse
gases they emit, with all of the revenue collected returned to U.S. households, under a bill introduced
today by Rep. Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.).


Van Hollen’s Healthy Climate and Family Security Act would put mandatory caps on U.S. carbon
emissions, requiring an 80 percent cut by 2050 from 2005 levels.


For the coal sector, coal mines as well as coal importers would have to purchase carbon allowances.
Oil and natural gas operations also would be covered. All the proceeds would be distributed quarterly to
U.S. households, Van Hollen told reporters on a media call.


Van Hollen has repeatedly returned to what he terms a “cap-and-dividend” approach following the
collapse of U.S. cap-and-trade legislation in the Senate in 2010. That bill, which passed the House in 2009,
would have covered a far larger number of emitters, from power plants to cement and steel manufacturers
to oil and gas companies.


Van Hollen, a member of the House Democratic leadership, most recently introduced his cap and
dividend bill in 2014. But with Republicans now controlling both the House and Senate, there is little
expectation such legislation can move forward anytime soon.


Barrasso, Smith Introduce Bill to Block EPA Rules Using ‘Secret Science'


Posted February 24, 2015, 2:47 P.M. ET
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By Anthony Adragna


Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) and Rep. Lamar Smith (R-Texas) today will introduce legislation that
would block Environmental Protection Agency rules unless the agency releases all scientific and technical
information used in developing them.


“Costly regulations should not be created behind closed doors and out of public view,” Smith, who
chairs the House Science, Space and Technology Committee, said in a statement. “Hardworking American
families foot the bill for EPA’s billion dollar regulations and have a right to know that policy is based on
sound science and thoughtful analysis.”


Similar legislation passed the House in November 2014, but it was never taken up the Senate.


Groups such as the American Chemistry Council and U.S. Chamber of Commerce supported previous
versions of the legislation, while the EPA has warned against “manufactured” attempts to undermine the
work of its scientists.


Rep. Grijalva Launches Investigation of Climate Research Funding


Posted February 24, 2015, 1:22 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Rep. Raul Grijalva (D-Ariz.) today sent letters to seven universities seeking information on the funding
sources and compensation of researchers who disagree with the scientific consensus that human activity
significantly contributes to climate change.


“Any line we drew would be somewhat arbitrary, so we decided to focus on researchers with the
biggest impact on the public debate,” Adam Sarvana, a spokesman for the House Natural Resources
Committee, told Bloomberg BNA. “We could probably send a hundred similar letters; our first round of
inquiries is based on perceived impact on the scholarly and public process of assessing climate change’s
risk to the public.”


Documents obtained by Greenpeace through the Freedom of Information Act and released Feb. 21
showed Willie Soon, a prominent climate change skeptic, received a total of $1.25 million from Exxon
Mobil, Southern Co., the American Petroleum Institute and foundations supported by conservative groups
for his research. Soon's case prompted renewed scrutiny in the funding sources of researchers skeptical of
climate change.


Grijalva sent letters seeking information on David Legates of the University of Delaware; John Christy
of the University of Alabama in Huntsville; Judith Curry of Georgia Institute of Technology; Richard Lindzen
of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Robert Balling of Arizona State University; Roger Pielke of
the University of Colorado; and Steven Hayward of Pepperdine University.


Administration Strategies on Energy Draw Fire From Murkowski


Posted February 24, 2015, 3:27 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


The Obama administration “is actively impeding many of the best economic opportunities in the West,”
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), chairman of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, said
today.


“It is depriving thousands who live in our states of the ability to find a good job, earn a good wage and
live a good life,” Murkowski said.


A committee hearing on the administration's fiscal year 2016 budget request for the Interior
Department gave Murkowski a forum to express her anger over policy announcements in late January on
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and Arctic offshore oil and gas leasing, as well as her long-running
frustration over management of the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska and barriers to logging and
mining.


Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.), ranking member on the committee, and Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)
signaled that Senate Democrats were ready to defend the administration's energy policies, including
protection of ANWR from oil and gas drilling.


California Court Upholds Cap-and-Trade Program Offset Provisions


Posted February 24, 2015, 3:32 P.M. ET
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Carolyn Whetzel


A California appellate court issued a decision yesterday upholding carbon offset rules in the state's
greenhouse gas emissions cap-and-trade program.


Affirming a trial court, the California Courts of Appeal's First Appellate District said the “voluminous”
administrative record the California Air Resources Board produced in promulgating the regulations for the
program support the agency's policy decisions.


The decision comes in Our Children's Earth Foundation's appeal of a Jan. 25, 2013, ruling in the
advocacy group's lawsuit challenging the integrity and enforceability of the offset projects CARB approved
for use in the economywide emissions trading program.


At issue was whether offset projects CARB approved undercut the goals of the state's Global Warming
Solutions Act of 2006 (A.B. 32) because they fail to ensure the emissions reductions achieved would be
“additional” to those otherwise achieved under the state's climate policies. Also, the petitioner challenged
CARB's guidelines allowing early action credits for certain voluntary emissions reductions prior to 2011.


The appellate panel said that in developing the rules and protocols, CARB “did not exceed its power,
but rather exercised the legislative authority delegated to it by the legislature.”


ASTM Developing Alternative Assessment Guide


Posted February 24, 2015, 2:39 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


An ASTM International committee is developing a guide to help companies tailor alternative chemical
assessments to business decisions such as whether their products would be acceptable to customers if
made without the chemical of concern.


“There are tools for doing alternative assessments that do a really good job,” Michael Schmeida,
chairman of ASTM's Committee E60 on Sustainability, told Bloomberg BNA yesterday.


Some companies, however, are skeptical about the practicability of these tools, because alternative
assessment methods do not always place the choices users make into the context of a company's day-to-
day decision-making process, said Schmeida, who also manages sustainability at the Oatley Co., a family-
owned plumbing supply manufacturer.


ASTM's guide is designed to help specific industries, companies and regulators conduct comprehensive
assessments that address all life stages, Schmeida said.


The guide will not, however, tell users how to assess alternatives, but will help them structure the
results of an assessment to make and justify a final decision, he said.


For example, ensuring customer acceptability is a key factor companies know they must consider as
they evaluate chemicals or engineering methods that may substitute for a chemical of concern, Schmeida
said.


ASTM's guide will urge companies and other regulators to assess customer acceptability of alternatives
as they evaluate the use phase of the product the company makes or the regulator oversees, he said.


Portman Seeks Senate Floor Vote on Mini Energy Efficiency Bill


Posted February 24, 2015, 12:12 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


A slimmed-down energy efficiency bill that was approved as an amendment to Keystone legislation in
the Senate has been introduced as a standalone bill.


The bill (S. 535) sponsored by Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) would exempt grid-enabled water heaters
from pending Energy Department efficiency standards and promote energy efficiency in commercial
buildings.


A spokesman for Portman said he is seeking a vote on the bill following a White House veto of the
Keystone legislation (S. 1), which is expected to occur this week.


The Senate voted 94-5 to attach the efficiency bill as an amendment to the Keystone legislation, which
would approve the pipeline and circumvent an ongoing White House review of TransCanada Corp.'s' $8
billion Canada-to-Texas oil sands pipeline.
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Portman is expected to introduce a broader version of the efficiency bill in the coming weeks.


Supreme Court Adopts Report in Interstate Republican River Dispute


Posted February 24, 2015, 1:51 P.M. ET


By Lars-Eric Hedberg


The U.S. Supreme Court today adopted the special master's recommendations in an interstate water
compact action brought by Kansas against Nebraska, in a ruling that can be described as a partial victory,
and defeat, for both parties.


Writing for the majority, Justice Elena Kagan accepted court-appointed Special Master and Circuit
Judge William J. Kayatta Jr.'s recommendations as “appropriate equitable remedies.”


Kayatta recommended in his November 2013 special report that the court declare Nebraska breached
the 1943 Republican River Compact agreement during 2005 and 2006 by consuming 70,869 acre-feet of
water in excess of its allocation.


He proposed that the court award $5.5 million in damages to Kansas, of which $1.8 million represents
disgorgement damages, or Nebraska's benefit from breaching the compact. He also recommended,
consistent with Nebraska's request, that the court reform water accounting procedures contained in a
settlement agreement related to the compact, so the upstream state would not be charged with using non-
virgin Republican River Basin water.


In her opinion, Justice Kagan wrote that the fundamental nature of this case—an upstream state
taking advantage of a downstream state—allows the court to invoke its enforcement authority and fashion
equitable relief consistent with the compact.


RGGI Allowances Sold for $5.22 in Secondary Market in Fourth Quarter


Posted February 24, 2015, 12:23 P.M. ET


By Gerald B. Silverman


The average price in the secondary market for Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative allowances was
$5.22 in the fourth quarter of 2014, according to a report RGGI released today.


The price was 7 percent higher than in the third quarter and 69 percent higher than in the fourth
quarter of 2013, the report said.


Trading volume in the secondary market for RGGI carbon dioxide allowances also increased
significantly in the fourth quarter as electric power generators prepared to meet a deadline for compliance
with the RGGI program.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Environmental Groups Sue EPA Over Failure
To Develop Regional Haze Plan for Utah
Three environmental organizations sued the Environmental
Protection Agency, saying it has failed to develop a federal plan
for reducing regional haze in Utah by the required deadline (HEAL
Utah v. Environmental Protection Agency, D. Colo.,...


Air Pollution
Judge Suggests EPA Petition, Not Citizen Suit,
Is Proper Course on Factory Farm Emissions
A panel of federal appeals court judges appeared skeptical of a
lawsuit filed by four Iowa residents who are seeking a court order
to compel the Environmental Protection Agency to regulate air
pollution from animal feeding operations, with...


Chemicals
Seven Chemicals to Be Reviewed by IARC
In 2016 to Gauge Cancer-Causing Potential
The World Health Organization's cancer research and
classification agency will review one flame retardant, two solvents
and four other industrial chemicals in February 2016....


Climate Change
D.C. Pledges to Cut Carbon Emissions 80 Percent
The local government of Washington, D.C., is pledging to reduce
carbon emissions by 80 percent by 2050 or sooner from 2006
levels. The District of Columbia is one of 17 cities worldwide to
make the 80-percent pledge as it joins the Carbon Neutral...


Climate Change
Ontario Business Leaders Back Carbon Price
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Ontario business leaders from across industry sectors offered
their support for the province's plan to set a price on carbon as
part of efforts to address climate change. In an April 1 letter to
Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne, 22 business...


Climate Change
Weather Events Related to Climate Change
Prompting Superfund Protective Steps: EPA
Hurricanes, floods and ice jams have prompted protective
measures at some vulnerable Superfund sites, including benzene-
laden lagoons in New Jersey briefly topped by flood waters during
Hurricane Irene in 2011, panelists said April 1 during...


Coal Mining
Bill Would Delay Stream Protection Rule,
Require Agency to Make Science Public
The nation's surface mining agency would be prohibited for up to
three years from proposing a stream protection rule under a bill
recently introduced in the House....


Drinking Water
New Way to Monitor Methane Could Help
Spot Contamination From Shale Development
Scientists have discovered a way to monitor methane levels in
streams that may help identify groundwater contamination from
nearby shale gas wells....


Drinking Water
Ohio Law Intended to Protect Lake Erie
From Toxic Algal Blooms; More Steps Needed
Ohio took a major step April 2 toward addressing the toxic algal
blooms that briefly poisoned the drinking water supplies of some
cities last summer, but analysts said many more steps remain to
protect Lake Erie water quality....


Endangered Species
Decision to Protect Bat Species Triggers
Worries, Relief, Criticism, Activist Lawsuit
Industry groups expressed their discomfort and, in some cases,
their relief April 1 after the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said it
would list the northern long-eared bat as threatened under the
Endangered Species Act....


Endangered Species
Plan Approved for Naval Training Exercises
Violated Environmental Laws, Court Finds
The U.S. Navy failed to adequately assess impacts on marine
mammals of testing and training off of the coasts of Hawaii and
Southern California, a federal court ruled (Conservation Council
for Hawaii v. NMFS, D. Hawaii, No. 13-00684, 3/31/15)....


Endangered Species
Western Governors' Sage Grouse Inventory
Catalogs Conservation Efforts in 11 States
The Western Governors' Association has released its 2014
inventory of measures adopted in 11 states to conserve greater
sage grouse numbers and habitat. ...
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Energy
Canada Conservatives Shun Carbon 
Price to Shield Nation's ‘Fragile' Economy
Canada will avoid a national price on carbon to protect a "fragile"
economy from higher costs for gasoline and groceries, Natural
Resources Minister Greg Rickford said in a speech in Calgary April
2....


Energy
Electric Storage Water Heater Proposal
Withdrawn by DOE Following Opposition
A proposed rule to establish a waiver process for large-volume
electric storage water heaters is being withdrawn by the Energy
Department following stakeholder opposition....


Energy
Interagency Quadrennial Energy Report
Expected Out Before April Senate Hearing
The anticipated Quadrennial Energy Report, an interagency
assessment of national energy policy, is expected to be released
prior to an April 28 Senate hearing, a senior Department of
Energy official said April 2....


Hydraulic Fracturing
Fracking Operators Cited 2.5 Times Daily
For Violations in Three States, Study Shows
Oil and gas drillers ran afoul of regulators on average 2.5 times a
day in three energy-intensive states for mistakes such as
wastewater spills, well leaks or pipeline ruptures during the boom
in hydraulic fracturing....


Oil & Gas
BLM Releases Framework for Drilling
Near Dinosaur National Monument
The Bureau of Land Management has released a plan designed to
guide oil and gas development for the next 20 years in
northwestern Colorado's Piceance Basin, including lands with
wilderness qualities near Dinosaur National Monument....


Oil & Gas
Emergency Rules Proposed for Injection Wells
By California Oil, Gas Division to Fill Gaps
California regulators plan to propose emergency rules to address
deficiencies in the state's Class II underground injection well
program....


Pesticides
EPA OKs Enlist Duo in Nine States But Not Tennessee
The Environmental Protection Agency approved Dow
AgroSciences' new herbicide Enlist Duo for use in nine additional
states but declined to allow its use in Tennessee over endangered
species concerns. The agency on Oct. 15 approved the...


Pesticides
EPA Won't Approve New Outdoor Uses
Of Neonicotinoids Without Bee Safety Data
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The Environmental Protection Agency is placing a moratorium on
the approval of most new uses for neonicotinoids until it receives
more data on how these insecticides affect bees and other
pollinator insects....


Pesticides
Portland City Council Bans Purchase, Use
Of Neonicotinoids on Municipal Property
Declaring that it is becoming increasingly apparent that the use of
neonicotinoid pesticides is harmful, the Portland, Ore., City
Council voted unanimously April 1 to ban the purchase and use of
neonicotinoids or neonicotinoid-like products....


Renewable Energy
Florida's Solar Power Capacity Would Triple
Under Duke Energy Proposal to Add Capacity
Duke Energy Corp. plans to install as much as 500 megawatts of
solar power in Florida by 2024, a proposal that would more than
triple the capacity of the Sunshine State....


Solid Waste
Multiple Rules to Be Proposed in FY 2015
To Address RCRA ‘Gaps,' Guidance Says
Proposed regulations are expected during fiscal year 2015 to
address the management of hazardous waste pharmaceuticals, to
set standards for the import or export of hazardous wastes and to
alter hazardous waste generator regulatory requirements—
moves...


Superfund
GE's Superfund ‘Arranger' Victory Stands;
Transformers' Venting Valve Not a ‘Disposal'
General Electric's sale of useful electric transformers containing
polychlorinated biphenyls doesn't subject the company to liability
as a Superfund "arranger," a federal court has reaffirmed (Amer.
Premier Underwriters...


Superfund
Ninth Circuit Says Superfund Allocation
Is Within Court's Discretion; Circuits Split
The allocation of costs among private parties in a Superfund
action is determined through the exercise of a district court's
discretion, not a specific allocation formula, the Ninth Circuit
unanimously ruled April 2 (Ameripride Serv.,...


Vehicle Fuels
Eliminating Corn Ethanol Mandate
May Hurt Cellulosic Fuel, Report Says
Eliminating conventional corn ethanol from the renewable fuel
standard blending mandate could jeopardize efforts to develop
advanced cellulosic fuels, a centrist think tank said in an April 2
report....


Vehicle Fuels
EPA Publishes Cellulosic Waiver Credit Prices
The Environmental Protection Agency will set cellulosic ethanol
waiver credit prices for 2014 and 2015 in a direct final rule (RIN
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2060-AS48) to be published in the Federal Register April 3. The
direct final rule will set the price for cellulosic...


Wetlands
Sixth Circuit Rules USDA Must Consider
Minimal Effects of Wetlands Conversion
The Agriculture Department didn't comply with its own
regulations when it determined that a Michigan farmer converted
two acres of wetlands for agricultural use, thus denying him
program benefits under the Food Security Act, a federal...


REGULATORY AGENDA


APRIL 2 FEDERAL REGISTER


APRIL 3 FEDERAL REGISTER


Comment Deadlines
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From: Miller, Paul
To: Smith, TimR; Haerer, Ryan
Cc: Barolo, Mark
Subject: Fw: TulsaLetter for May 3, 2016
Date: Tuesday, May 03, 2016 6:05:26 PM


FYI - not sure If you two get this.  Looks like PEI is going to develop a closure recommended
practice.  I'd recommend we participate if possible.


Thanks


Paul


From: PEI TulsaLetter <info@pei.org>
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2016 12:22 PM
To: Miller, Paul
Subject: TulsaLetter for May 3, 2016
 
Tulsaletter- click here to read this in your web browser...


May 3, 2016 | Vol. 66, No. 8
respond | preferences | login | unsubscribe


Dear PEI Member:
The PEI Board of Directors met last week in Austin, Texas, and
made a number of important decisions related to membership
services and association operations. Here is a summary of the
actions taken by the group.
Rick Long to Become PEI Executive Vice President. The
directors voted unanimously to appoint Rick Long as PEI’s


PEI Board of Directors
Meeting
PEI Safety Video
RFA Guidance on E15
Equipment
RFS Rules TO OMB
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Regularly published by PEI since 1951, the TulsaLetter is relied upon by industry insiders for
the latest information and updates on state and federal regulations, equipment standards,
industry trends and personnel changes.
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executive vice president and general counsel effective June 1,
2017. He also will become editor of this newsletter immediately
after PEI’s 2016 convention in Atlanta. Since 2009, Long has
served as PEI’s general manager, associate general counsel and
PEI Journal editor in chief. He will replace Bob Renkes, who is
retiring from PEI on May 31, 2017.
New Recommended Practice on UST and AST Removal and
Decommissioning. The board approved the development of a
recommended practice covering the proper removal and
decommissioning of underground storage tanks and shop-
fabricated aboveground storage tanks.
That topic was the top choice of the PEI Recommended Practices
Topic Advisory Committee which considered eight topics in all for
possible development as a recommended practice.
Other Board Action. Reports from PEI’s Education and
Convention, Strategic Long Range Planning, Safety, Investment
and Young Executives Committees were reviewed and approved.
Here is a summary of other board action of general interest to
PEI members.


A budget of $ 3,345,469 for the 2016-17 fiscal year that
began April 1 was approved. That budget includes money
for the development of two new recommended practices
and revisions to four others. Membership dues will remain
at 1993 levels.
The directors welcomed Kurt Witzgall to the board. Witzgall
is director of channel management for Veeder-Root
Company, Simsbury, CT. He formerly served as co-director
for District 10 and now is District 10 director, replacing
Lucy Sackett.  
Directors participated in a conversation with Douglas
Longman from Argonne National Laboratory about the
Department of Energy’s Co-Optimization of Fuels and
Engines Initiative. The directors provided input about the
equipment that will be needed to store, meter and
dispense a new fuel for optimized engines that would
achieve significantly higher efficiency and produce fewer
pollutants than current engines.    
A two-day Service and Construction Managers Conference
will be sponsored by PEI in 2017.
The scholarship program for PEI members who attend the
University of Innovative Distribution will be continued.
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Steve Trabilsy, North Aurora, IL, presided at the midyear meeting. Other officers,
directors and staff attending the meeting included:
Craig Hoyer, Denver, CO (vice president)
Kevin McKinney, Mobile, AL (immediate past president)
Robert Peavey, Beaumont, TX (treasurer)
Bob Renkes, Tulsa, OK (executive vice president)
James Ether, Saratoga Springs, NY (District 1)
Benjamin Hieber, New Oxford, PA (District 2)
Blair Shwedo, Charlotte, NC (District 3)
Andy Mercer, Jackson, MI (District 4)
Sara Hitchcock Beck, Montgomery, AL (District 5)
Tad Cooper, Marion, IA (District 6)
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Kurt Radermacher, Hopkins, MN (District 7)
Steve Dixon, Wichita, KS (District 8)
John Moore, Fresno, CA (District 9)
Kurt Witzgall, Simsbury, CT (District 10)
Jeanne Murphy Murck, Herndon, VA (District 11)
Brad Baker, Pacific, MO (District 12)
Greg Young, Prescott Valley, AZ (District 13)
Dwight Rutledge, Kingwood, TX (Affiliate Division co-director)
Gregory E. Dubas, Doylestown, PA (Service & Construction Division)
Rick Long, Tulsa, OK (general manager)
PEI RELEASES SAFETY VIDEO ON BARRICADING 
PEI has released its first industry safety video: “Properly Barricading the Job Site.” Based
on PEI’s acclaimed Dos and Don’ts safety brochures, the video provides recommended
procedures for proper barricading and cites industry-specific examples of unsafe practices
that should be avoided.
The video is free to members and can be viewed on the PEI Youtube channel:
www.pei.org/youtube. Development of the idea for providing PEI members with
safety-related videos was a product of the 2015 and 2016 PEI Safety Committees. Two
additional safety videos will be released later this year.
RFA ISSUES NEW EQUIPMENT GUIDANCE FOR E15 RETAILERS
Citing continued “confusion in the fuel equipment and retailing communities when it
comes to E15,” the Renewable Fuels Association (RFA) has published a five-page
guidance document that touches on the following E15-related issues, among others:


What are the equipment options to legally offer E15 to 2001 and newer vehicles?
What dispenser hose configurations are allowed?
What are the retail fuel dispenser labeling requirements for each configuration?


EPA SUBMITS 2017 RFS PROPOSAL TO OMB FOR REVIEW
The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) delivered its proposed rule for the 2017
renewable fuel standard (RFS) to the White House Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) on April 15. OMB review marks a final step before the proposed rule is published
in the Federal Register and opened for comments.
The proposed rule contains 2017 renewable volume obligations (RVO) for renewable fuel,
advanced biofuel and cellulosic biofuel. It also contains the 2018 RVO for biomass-based
diesel. The 2017 RFS faces a November 30 statutory deadline.
RETIREMENTS
Tony W. Honey, vice president sales for Modern Welding Company, Inc., Owensboro,
Kentucky, will retire from the company June 12, 2016. He began his 35-year career with
Modern in its Orlando, Florida, subsidiary in 1981. Tony became Modern’s corporate
governmental affairs representative in 1992 and then was elected as vice
president/manager of the Augusta, Georgia, subsidiary in 1993. He was elected to his
current position in 2009. Tony will be relocating to Florida after he retires.  
APPOINTMENTS
Seneca Companies, headquartered in Des Moines, Iowa, has named Chris Haggard its
new vice president of sales. Haggard joined Seneca Companies in 2011 as branch
manager for Tulsa’s Fuel Systems Division.
Ascentium Capital has hired Tony Zieglar as vice president of sales to develop business
within the firm’s petroleum division and other specialized niches. Zieglar brings more
than 17 years of business financing expertise to the company, including nearly 10 years
in the petroleum industry.
Rittiner Equipment Company, Gretna, Louisiana, has hired Bobby Hemphill as its
general manager. Hemphill was a regional account manager for Gilbarco for 18 years. He
will be responsible for sales and operations for the five Rittiner offices located throughout
the Gulf Coast.
PETROLEUM MARKETING NOTES
“After making a big splash by opening its first retail gasoline station in Houston, Texas,
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late last year, Mexico’s Pemex has put its U.S. retail expansion on hold amid a lower-for-
longer oil market environment, industry sources told OPIS April 14.”--Oil Express, April
14, 2016.
Valentine Stores Inc. announced April 15 that it has entered into a definitive
agreement with a wholly owned subsidiary of Sunoco LP to sell its 18 retail convenience
stores serving Upstate New York to Sunoco.
Chevron Corp., San Ramon, California, has reached an agreement with private-equity
firm One Rock Capital Partners to sell its 58 retail stations, a refinery in Kapolei, four
terminals, pipeline distribution systems and other related downstream assets in Hawaii. 
Breeze Thru Markets LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Cary Oil Co. Inc., has acquired
the convenience store assets of Mount Airy Oil Co. Inc. in a transaction that closed
April 13.
Global Partners, Waltham, Massachusetts, is putting 86 non-strategic convenience
stores with gasoline in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic up for sale. Of the 86 sites, 28 are
located in Connecticut, 22 in Massachusetts, 12 in New York, eight each in Maine and
New Hampshire, five in Rhode Island and three in Maryland.
BRIEFLY NOTED
“Last month, Argentina’s government raised the amount of ethanol used by
motorists by two percentage points to 12 percent. The government plans another
increase of ethanol in fuel, although specific targets have yet to be fixed.”--Oil Daily,
April 27, 2016.
“Minnesota is one of a growing number of states where weights and measures
officials have checked gas pumps for skimmers, small devices thieves use to steal
payment card information. Others are Florida, Massachusetts, Michigan, Louisiana,
Georgia and New York.”--Oil Express, May 2, 2016.
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
Nozzle and fueling accessories manufacturer. Wolflube Equipments LLC, 16300 SW
137th Avenue, Suite 103, Miami, Florida 33177, has applied for manufacturer division
membership. Gabriel Tawa Takayama is operations manager for the firm, which was
established in 2013. The company manufactures products such as nozzles for fuel, oil,
grease and DEF that are sold through distributors. Sponsored for PEI membership by
Marcelo Caio Z. Fernandez, Zeppini, Sao Paulo, Brazil. www.wolflube.com 
North Carolina tank cleaning and fuel polishing company. Petroleum Tec, 1425
Britney Lane, Charlotte, North Carolina 27215, has applied for service and construction
division membership. Scott Knowles is co-owner of the firm, which was established in
2014. The company cleans tanks, polishes fuel, and provides bulk filtering and filter
solutions. Sponsored for PEI membership by Todd Oberg, CentralIL, Bement, IL.
ADMITTED TO PEI


Five Star Marketing, Mansfield, TX (aff)
Del Real Testing, Quartz Hill, CA (S&C)
Maxis Engineering, LLC, Woodstock, GA (S&C)
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What is the RFS?


Dear Mark,


While Congress tackles the debt ceiling and highway funding, the EPA is also taking action that
could have major impacts on the economy and American drivers. The agency is finalizing standards,
due November 30, mandating how much ethanol will be required in the nation’s fuel supply in 2016.


Right now, the majority of fuel
contains 10 percent ethanol by
volume (E10). But initial
proposals indicate that the EPA
could be preparing to increase
volume requirements to a
degree that breaches the blend
wall – the point at which there
is more ethanol in the fuel
supply than can be safely used
by most vehicles.


The EPA’s claim that volume
increases mandated by the
Renewable Fuel Standard
(RFS) can be accommodated by greater use of higher ethanol blends like E15 and E85 is a non-
starter – literally. Extensive testing shows E15 can damage engines and fuel systems, and only 5
percent of vehicles currently on the road are manufacturer-approved to use it. E15 is also not
compatible with existing fuel infrastructure. Costs to retrofit retail gas stations – most of which are
independently owned small businesses – could reach an average $375,000 to $425,000 per site.


Only 6 percent of vehicles can use E85, which has up to 23 percent less energy than standard E10
fuel, and E85 demand is only 0.15 percent of overall gasoline demand.


Raising ethanol volumes regardless of market demand or vehicle compatibility could threaten costly
disruptions to the fuel supply. A 2014 report by the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office
concluded that breaching the blend wall could increase the price of E10 gasoline by up to 26 cents
per gallon. A 2015 NERA Economic Consulting study projected a possible 30 percent reduction to
the fuel supply and “severe economic harm.”


It takes a deeply flawed law to attract opposition from a bipartisan coalition in Congress, plus
restaurant associations, grocers, producers of poultry, pork and beef, environmental non-profits and
anti-hunger groups.  To protect consumer fuel choices and limit economic and environmental
damage, it’s time for Congress to step in and repeal or reform the RFS.


Sincerely,


From: Jack Gerard, API
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: Ethanol Policy on Collision Course with Blend Wall
Date: Wednesday, October 28, 2015 9:28:27 AM
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Jack N. Gerard
President & CEO
API
 


RFS and the Environment


A new University of Tennessee study is the
latest to conclude that the RFS has not only
failed to live up to its environmental promises
but has actually caused environmental
damage. Learn more about the multiple
studies uncovering the ethanol mandate’s
environmental failures.


 


 


Learn More


Follow our Blog to stay up-to-date


To stay up-to-date on the latest energy-related
news, there is no better place to check than
the Energy Tomorrow Blog.


 


 


Blog


 


 


About API:
 
API is a national trade association that represents all segments of America’s technology-
driven oil and natural gas industry. Its more than 625 members – including large integrated
companies, exploration and production, refining, marketing, pipeline, and marine businesses,
and service and supply firms – provide most of the nation’s energy and are backed by a
growing grassroots movement of more than 25 million Americans. The industry also supports
9.8 million U.S. jobs and 8 percent of the U.S. economy and, since 2000, has invested over
$3 trillion in U.S. capital projects to advance all forms of energy, including alternatives.


 


To learn more about API and the value of oil and natural gas, please visit API.org.
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


McCarthy Says RFS Volumes to Come ‘Very Soon'


Posted February 25, 2015, 11:34 A.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy today said she anticipates issuing new
renewable fuel standards “very soon, in this spring,” despite ongoing concerns about delays in getting the
standards out.


“I have a real commitment to moving this issue forward,” McCarthy said at a joint hearing of two
House Energy and Commerce subcommittees. “I just want to be sure we cross our t's and dot our i's.”


McCarthy declined to provide a more specific date for the standards when asked by Rep. Joe Barton
(R-Texas). The Texas Republican said existing program requirements simply “cannot be met” and urged
the EPA to propose reforms.


Lawmakers on both sides of the aisle have criticized the EPA for chronically failing to issue a renewable
fuel standard on time.


The agency has yet to issue final standards for 2014. The EPA has said it plans to issue its final 2014
standards this spring along with standards for 2015, which are also overdue, and 2016 in an effort to get
that program back on schedule.


Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) yesterday told Bloomberg BNA that he will seek to roll back the renewable fuel
standard and its ethanol mandate by attaching language to the EPA's fiscal 2016 spending bill.


Judges Mull How to Handle Individual Challenges to EPA Cross-State Rule


Posted February 25, 2015, 3:58 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


Two federal appeals court judges today questioned how they could handle challenges to individual
state emissions budgets under the Environmental Protection Agency's cross-state air pollution rule, given
that the rule based those budgets on uniform cost thresholds.


Judges Brett Kavanaugh and Judith Rogers of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit today heard oral arguments on remaining challenges to the cross-state rule, including allegations
by industry and labor groups that the EPA rule impermissibly overcontrols power plant emissions from
Texas and 17 other states.
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The rule sets limits on power plant emissions in states that contribute to ozone and fine particulate
attainment issues in downwind states.


Peter Keisler, an attorney with Sidley Austin LLP who represented petitioners during oral arguments,
said the D.C. Circuit should remand the emissions budgets for Texas, as well as the budgets for Alabama,
Georgia and South Carolina, to the EPA for further consideration. When asked by Judge Rogers if the
petitioners were asking the court to require the EPA to set the emissions budgets for those states at a
certain cost threshold, Keisler said the court wouldn't need to be that prescriptive, but should identify legal
principles the agency should follow when reconsidering the emissions budgets.


In its brief, the EPA argued that imposing less stringent emissions budgets for Texas and other states
would be “inequitable and contrary to the rationale” of the underlying uniform cost thresholds, which were
upheld by the Supreme Court. Jessica O'Donnell, a Justice Department attorney who represented the EPA
during oral arguments, warned of “ripple effects” if the court were to require the EPA to go back and set
different cost thresholds for some states. For example, a lower cost threshold in Texas would lower the
cost of power generation in that state compared to others, leading to an increase in power generation and
associated pollution from power plants in Texas, O'Donnell said.


Kavanaugh, after hearing further arguments from an attorney representing power companies that are
intervening in the litigation on behalf of the EPA, said there is a “compelling policy argument” in favor of
setting uniform cost thresholds, but said that legally the arguments appeared to be inconsistent with the
U.S. Supreme Court's April 2014 decision upholding the structure of the cross-state rule. That ruling
provided an avenue for states to make individual challenges to emissions budgets that would require
emissions reductions beyond what is necessary for downwind states to attain and maintain air quality
standards for ozone and final particulates.


Judge Thomas Griffith, the third member of the appeals panel considering the litigation, did not
participate in oral arguments due to illness, but was said to be listening to the proceedings remotely.


Heitkamp to Reintroduce Bill to Incentivize Carbon Capture Technologies


Posted February 25, 2015, 3:00 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Sen. Heidi Heitkamp (D-N.D.) plans to reintroduce legislation to incentivize the use of carbon capture
technologies, her office said today.


The bill will be “along the same lines” as legislation (S. 2152) Heitkamp introduced in the previous
Congress, which would have increased tax credits for carbon capture and sequestration and directed the
Energy Department to set aside $2 billion in existing loan guarantees for coal projects, among other
incentives for CCS technologies, a spokeswoman for the senator told Bloomberg BNA.


S. 2152, the Advanced Clean Coal Technology Investment in Our Nation Act, also sought to develop
large-scale carbon storage programs to support the commercial-scale application of enhanced oil recovery
and geological storage of carbon dioxide, revamp existing CCS, advance coal research and development
programs, and require reports to Congress from the DOE on the economic and technical status of CCS
projects.


The bill, expected to be formally introduced this week, comes as the Environmental Protection Agency
moves forward with new carbon dioxide emissions limits for new and existing fossil fuel-fired power
plants.


Interior Urged to Collaborate With States, Respect Budget Limits


Posted February 25, 2015, 3:45 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


State officials say it is like talking to a brick wall as they try to collaborate with the Interior
Department in the long-running effort by the department to write a new stream protection rule to limit
water pollution from coal mining, Rep. Hal Rogers (R-Ky.), chairman of the House Appropriations
Committee, said today.


Several states have said Interior's Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement has not
incorporated any of their input into draft documents for a proposed rule, Rogers said at a subcommittee
hearing that heard testimony from Interior Secretary Sally Jewell.


Jewell said “we are getting close” to completing the proposed rule, after which states would be able to
offer more recommendations.
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The hearing on the fiscal year 2016 budget request for Interior also focused in part on the
administration's proposals for funding levels substantially above those enacted for 2015, despite the limits
put in place through the Budget Control Act of 2011 (Pub. L. No. 112-25), which was signed into law by
President Barack Obama.


“This budget request ignores those statutory caps,” Rep. Ken Calvert (R-Calif.), chairman of the
Interior, Environment and Related Agencies Subcommittee, said.


Colorado Drilling Task Force Recommends More Local Input


Posted February 25, 2015, 1:56 P.M. ET


By Tripp Baltz


An oil and gas task force in Colorado has recommended increased local input into the siting of large-
scale oil and gas projects, but stopped short of endorsing local government decision-making power over
drilling and hydraulic fracturing.


In its final meeting yesterday, the task force gave two-thirds approval to nine of 36 draft
recommendations for legislative and regulatory policy changes. The recommendations will be forwarded to
Gov. John Hickenlooper (D), who convened the task force last year to resolve state and local conflicts over
drilling regulation.


One of the recommendations calls for more collaboration between counties and cities, energy
producers, and the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission. It would establish a mediation process
if the parties do not agree on where large-scale drilling projects are to be located. The draft
recommendations as of Feb. 24 are available at
http://dnr.state.co.us/ogtaskforce/Documents/finalrecsogtf.pdf.


President to Continue Climate Push in Last Two Years, Adviser Says


Posted February 25, 2015, 3:22 P.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


President Barack Obama plans to continue his climate policy push during what he has called the
“fourth quarter” of his presidency, one of his senior advisers said today.


“We are looking at the next two years of climate action as an opportunity to go on the offense and we
intend to stay there between now and the end of the administration,” Brian Deese, who has succeeded
John Podesta as one of the president's top advisers, said at the 2015 Climate Leadership Conference. “We
are determined, we’re energized and, most importantly, we are hopeful about the prospects of making real
change.”


He pointed to actions to limit carbon pollution from the nation's power plants and to address methane
emissions from the oil and gas sector as two items on the president's climate agenda.


Deese, who previously worked in the White House Office of Management and Budget, spoke at the
conference during his first full week on the job.


EU Panel Confirms Deal on More Fuel-Efficient Truck Design


Posted February 25, 2015, 1:09 P.M. ET


By Stephen Gardner


The European Parliament's committee on transport and tourism today unanimously approved a deal
between the Parliament and EU member states to improve the fuel economy of commercial trucks on
European Union roads, and therefore to lower their carbon dioxide emissions.


Under the amendment to a 1996 law, truck manufacturers would be able to introduce more
aerodynamic cab shapes, and add features such as fairings to reduce wind resistance. Current EU
regulations limit heavy-goods vehicles to square-edged cabs.


Estimates from Transport & Environment, a cleaner transport advocacy group, suggest that more
aerodynamic design could result in truck fuel economy savings of as much as 10 percent.


To be finalized, the full European Parliament must now approve the amendment, followed by formal
agreement to the deal in the Council of the EU, which represents the bloc's 28- member-state council.
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Senate Chairman Tempers Expectations on Deregulatory Bills


Posted February 25, 2015, 3:48 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


Republican control of Congress may not be enough to move a broad bill to require agencies to weigh
the costs of their rules and force them to eliminate outdated ones, a Senate chairman said today.


Ron Johnson (R-Wis.), chairman of the Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee,
said he is still optimistic a modest deregulatory bill can pass. But a bill like the REINS Act, which would
subject major rules to congressional approval, face an uphill battle even in a Senate controlled by
Republicans 54-46, he said at a hearing.


Broad deregulatory bills have repeatedly passed the House, but Johnson noted he will need at least six
Democrats to get the 60 votes needed to overcome a filibuster.


Johnson offered the same prognosis for a bill to streamline permitting requirements, authored by
Sens. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.).


“I’m hopeful for some bipartisan agreement, maybe not overall regulatory reform like a REINS Act, or
Sen. Portman’s permitting act, but at least a rifle-shot approach where we begin to look at individual
regulations” that agencies could be required to review for possible elimination, he said. Agencies could be
required to scrap at least one existing regulation for each new one, Johnson said.


Senate Commerce Committee to Hold Transportation Budget Hearing March 3


Posted February 25, 2015, 10:50 A.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


The Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation will hold a hearing March 3 on the
fiscal 2016 budget requests for the Transportation and Commerce departments, the committee announced
today.


Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx and Commerce Secretary Penny Pritzker will testify at the
hearing next week, according to a committee news release. Foxx also will testify tomorrow before the
House Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related
Agencies.


Foxx will be questioned on the Transportation Department budget, which includes several funding
requests aimed at improving the safety of energy transportation.


One way the White House proposed to address the issue was by adding a new $5 million fund in the
Transportation Department's Office of the Secretary to finance personnel, research, economic analysis,
training, testing, oversight, coordination and emergency response activities linked to safe transport of
energy resources.


In his fiscal year 2016 budget request, President Barack Obama proposed funding the Transportation
Department at $94.7 billion, a nearly 31 percent increase from the FY 2015 enacted level of $72.5 billion.
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration would receive a $44 million bump-up in
funding, or a nearly 18 percent increase, to $289 million for FY 2016 under the president's budget
request.
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NEWS


Chemicals
Canada Proposes Ban on Toxic Substances, 
Including Popular Flame Retardant HBCD
Canada has proposed regulatory amendments that would ban five
toxic substances—flame retardants HBCD and PBDEs, and
surfactants PFOA, PFOS and LC-PFCAs....


Chemicals
Innovation Outpacing Regulatory Systems;
Modernized TSCA, New Data Said to Help
The Environmental Protection Agency has taken eight times
longer to approve new nanoengineered chemicals than new
chemicals made with traditional technologies and feedstocks, an
attorney specializing in regulatory policies for new technologies...


Climate Change
Gov. Brown Says California Drought,
Restrictions Show Warming Not a Hoax
The debate has not yet dried up, even if California has. Two
months after members of the U.S. Senate took jabs at one
another on the subject of whether man-made global warming was
actually occurring, California Gov. Jerry Brown said that the
unprecedented...


Drinking Water
Water Group Calls on EPA to Reduce Number
Of Compounds on Possible Contaminants List
The Environmental Protection Agency should include fewer
compounds on its list of possible drinking water contaminants,
the American Water Works Association said April 3....


Endangered Species
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Kennebec River Dam Operators ‘Desired'
Atlantic Salmon Passage, Federal Court Rules
A federal court in Maine again ruled against environmental
advocacy groups who alleged that endangered Atlantic salmon
continue to pass through hydropower dams' turbines despite the
construction of diversionary facilities, killing...


Endangered Species
Mitigation Plan to Protect Species Undercut
By Reliance on Federal Lands, Court Says
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service should have focused entirely on
a company’s property, without regard to adjacent properties,
when the agency assessed the company's mitigation plans to
protect northern spotted owls from logging...


Energy
Japan's Ruling Party Proposes Energy Plan
Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party plans to recommend a
long-term energy plan under which nuclear power, coal and
hydroelectric would account for 60 percent of the country's
energy production by 2030. The recommendation was...


Enforcement
Contamination During Baltimore Steel Mill
Cleanup Leads to Deal on $1.5 Million Fine
Alleged violations of environmental laws during demolition of the
old Sparrows Point steel mill near Baltimore have led to $1.5
million in fines under a settlement that would offset most of the
fines with supplemental environmental projects....


Enforcement
EPA Updates Guide on Calculation Method
For Enforcement's Environmental Benefits
The Environmental Protection Agency has updated how it will
calculate environmental benefits from federal enforcement actions
related to underground storage tanks, oil spills, sewage overflows
and other areas....


Hazardous Waste
Canada Publishes Guidance on Contaminated Sites
Canada's federal, provincial and territorial environment ministers
published draft guidance for conducting ecological risk
assessments of contaminated sites. The draft Ecological Risk
Assessment Guidance for Contaminated Sites...


Hazmat Transport
NTSB Says Crude-by-Rail Rule Must Address
Tank Car Survivability, Phaseout Requirement
The Transportation Department must improve survivability of
tank cars exposed to fire and require a less than-decade phaseout
of unsafe cars in its upcoming final rule that would govern rail
transport of certain flammable liquids, a safety...


Nanotechnology
Comments on Proposed Nanotech Rule Due July 6
Companies that make or process nanoengineered chemicals
would be required to submit basic information to the
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Environmental Protection Agency, under a proposed rule (RIN
2070-AJ54) published April 6 (80 Fed. Reg. 18,330). The
proposed rule,...


Oil & Gas
Pennsylvania Extends Oil, Gas Rules Comment Period
The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection said it
would hold hearings and extend the period for public comment on
its proposed revisions to rules on oil and gas well sites,
contradicting earlier statements that a longer timeframe...


Oil Spills
Court Allows Michigan Resident's Lawsuit
Over Enbridge Oil Spill to Proceed to Trial
A Michigan man who alleges his health problems stem from a
2010 oil spill caused by a leak in an Enbridge Inc. pipeline may
proceed with a lawsuit against the company, the Michigan Court
of Appeals said (Chance Lowery v. Enbridge Energy LP, Mich....


Superfund
Arranger Liability Appeal Raises Issues
Of Precedent, Immunity Under Superfund Law
A federal appeals court decision on Superfund arranger liability
conflicts with Supreme Court precedent, gives unwarranted
immunity to parties that sell contaminated products for a profit
and "eviscerates" the Superfund law,...


Superfund
Proposed Exxon Mobil Settlement Open for Comment
New Jersey published the details of a proposed $225 million
settlement with Exxon Mobil Corp. and opened a 60-day period
for public comment, the state's attorney general and
environmental protection commissioner announced April 6....


Vehicle Fuels
Governors Say Biofuels Group Listed
Them as Members Without Consent
A coalition that represents governors who support increased use
of biofuels has been portraying some governors as members
without their knowledge or consent, and some actually oppose
the renewable fuel standard, Bloomberg BNA has found....


Water Pollution
Land-Owning Company Would Obtain Permit
Under Consent Decree on Abandoned Mines
A company that owns reclaimed coal mine sites in Mingo County,
W.Va., would apply for a Clean Water Act permit for its selenium
discharges as part of a proposed consent decree submitted to a
federal court April 1 (W.Va. Highlands Conservancy...


Water Pollution
White House Begins Review of Final Rule
From EPA, Corps on Protecting U.S. Waters
The White House Office of Management and Budget began its
review April 6 of a final rule that would clarify which waters and
wetlands fall under the protection of the Clean Water Act....
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What China's New Environmental Protection Law Means for
Your Organization
During my recent meetings in Beijing to discuss environmental
compliance and enforcement issues, I was struck by the deep
convictions and intensive efforts from all sectors in China—
including government, industry and citizen groups—to...
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From: Dixon, Kenneth
To: Barolo, Mark; Mcneely, Steven
Cc: Linder, Steven
Subject: FW: Jul. 28 -- BNA Report (San Francisco UST Settlement)
Date: Tuesday, July 28, 2015 1:16:28 PM
Attachments: NEWS RELEASE Underground Storage Tank Violations Result in $1.35M Judgment Against S.F. Municipal Transportation


Agency.msg


FYI, this settlement is a direct outgrowth of the Government-Owned Tanks (GOT) Initiative funded and
overseen by our Interagency Agreement to support UST leak prevention activities in California.  San
Francisco County departments oversee both UST inspections and the MTA (aka Muni) operations. Similar
actions have been taken against local agencies in Long Beach and Glendale in the last two years, but a
39,000 gallon diesel release from one of these San Francisco Muni yards in 2005 prompted the whole
Initiative. EPA imposed a $250,000 civil penalty at the time.  State Water Board press release is also
attached.
 
 
Enforcement
San Francisco Settles Underground Tank Violations
San Francisco officials have negotiated a $1.35 million agreement to resolve alleged underground
storage tank violations at four facilities, the California State Water Resources Control Board said
(People v. City and County of San Francisco,...
 
 


From: BNA Highlights [mailto:bhighlig@bna.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2015 7:56 PM
To: Dixon, Kenneth
Subject: Jul. 28 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report
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The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you by EPA
Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted and should not be
forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have any questions or no longer
wish to receive these messages, please contact Shari Clayman at
clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-566-2370.


NEWS


Air Pollution
Environmental Group Sues Over Colorado's Haze Plan
WildEarth Guardians is petitioning a federal appeals court to
review the Environmental Protection Agency's approval of
Colorado's plan for dealing with regional haze (WildEarth
Guardians v. EPA, 10th Cir., No. 15-9553, 7/24/15)....
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NEWS RELEASE: Underground Storage Tank Violations Result in $1.35M Judgment Against S.F. Municipal Transportation Agency
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Underground Storage Tank Violations Result in $1.35M Judgment Against S.F. Municipal Transportation Agency 







 







 







FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                          Contact: Andrew DiLuccia







July 27, 2015                                                                                Phone: (916) 324-4775







 







SACRAMENTO – The State Water Resources Control Board has reached a $1.35 million settlement with the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) for violating leak prevention requirements for hazardous substances at four underground storage tank facilities in San Francisco.  







 







The State Water Board began an investigation in 2012 under the Government Owned Tanks initiative after on-site inspections and a comprehensive review of underground storage tank records revealed numerous violations at four facilities owned and operated by the SFMTA. These alleged violations included failure to monitor tank systems, failure to maintain adequate spill containment, failure to perform monthly designated operator inspections and falsifying monthly designated operator reports. 







The municipal transportation agency’s history of non-compliance resulted in two enforcement actions in the last decade. In 2005, 39,000 gallons of diesel fuel spilled into the San Francisco Bay from the underground storage tank system at the John M. Woods Motor Coach Facility while sensors and alarm reports were ignored for days. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) imposed a $250,000 civil penalty. The San Francisco agency’s recent failure to comply with leak prevention requirements necessitates a more significant penalty. 







The State Water Board’s Office of Enforcement is optimistic that this settlement, including the creation of an underground storage tank compliance management program, asset and work order management database system and a conditional suspended penalty for future violations, will motivate the SFMTA to prioritize compliance with underground storage tank laws and regulations.







“The violations identified at SFMTA’s facilities immediately following the 2005 spill were an indication to the EPA and State Water Board that similar compliance problems might exist at other underground storage tank facilities owned or operated by government agencies,” said David Boyers, assistant chief counsel of the State Water Board’s Office of Enforcement. “It is unfortunate that one of the government agencies that stimulated the need for the Government Owned Tanks initiative is continuing to act as a prime example of why the initiative was created. We hope that this settlement marks a turning point for the SFMTA to prioritize environmental compliance.”







Under the terms of the settlement, the SFMTA will pay $425,000 in civil penalties to the State Water Board; $100,000 for the reimbursement of enforcement costs and $375,000 will be suspended on the condition SFMTA completes several enhanced compliance actions. An additional $450,000 is suspended on the condition SFMTA maintains compliance with underground storage tank laws and injunctive provisions for a period of five years. 







This settlement is the fourth enforcement action by the State Water Board’s Office of Enforcement under the State Water Board’s Government Owned Tanks initiative that began in 2010. For more information, view a copy of the complaint and settlement agreement. 







The purpose of the Underground Storage Tank Program is to protect public health and safety and the environment from releases of petroleum and other hazardous substances from tanks. There are four program elements, including leak prevention, cleanup, enforcement and tank tester licensing.  
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Air Pollution
EPA Sets 2015 New Power Plant Emissions Allowances
The Environmental Protection Agency issued its 2015 allocated
emissions allowances for new power plants under the agency's
cross-state air pollution rule, which regulates power plant
emissions that cross state lines. The EPA's...
 
Air Pollution
Florida Utilities Challenge Affirmative Defense Rule
A coalition of Florida utilities is challenging an Environmental
Protection Agency rule requiring Florida to revise its state
pollution plan for addressing excess emissions during startup,
shutdown and malfunction (Envtl. Comm. of the...
 
Chemicals
Canada Seeks Data on Potentially Toxic Chemicals
The Canadian government has directed industries to provide
detailed information on production, import and use of 206
nanomaterials, 603 polymers and 210 priority petroleum
substances to assist in environmental assessment to determine...
 
Chemical Security
Senate to Take Up Cybersecurity, Not TSCA, Next
The Senate will take up cybersecurity legislation following action
on the highway bill, knocking action on legislation to reform the
nation's primary chemical statute until after Labor Day, a Senate
Republican leadership aide told...
 
Climate Change
Analysts: Ratcheting Mechanism Needed in Paris Accord
With all but a few of the most anticipated national pledges to fight
climate change already submitted to the United Nations, expert
analysts told Bloomberg BNA it has become clear that any
agreement emerging from this year's climate summit...
 
Climate Change
EPA, NHTSA Extend Truck Rule Comment Period
The Environmental Protection Agency and National Highway
Transportation Safety Administration will extend to Sept. 17 the
comment period on joint proposed greenhouse gas emissions and
corporate average fuel economy standards for medium-...
 
Climate Regulation
Oklahoma Asks Court for Stay of Clean Power Plan
Oklahoma asked a federal appellate court to stay the
Environmental Protection Agency's Clean Power Plan until
litigation over the proposed rule has been resolved (Pruitt v.
McCarthy, 10th Cir., No. 15-5066, 7/24/15)....
 
Energy
Chinese Clean Energy Efforts Costly for Bonds
China is cleaning up its act, and that hasn’t been a good thing for
energy bonds. Faced with the weakest economic growth in more
than two decades, companies from Baoding Tianwei Yingli New
Energy Resources Co. in renewables to Yaojie Coal...
 
Energy
Clinton Vows Broad Increases in Renewables
Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton vowed broad
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increases in U.S. solar and other renewable generation but
declined to say where she stands on the Keystone XL pipeline in
some of her most expansive energy remarks yet while on...
 
Energy
Keystone Approval Among Energy Bill Amendments
An amendment that would deem TransCanada Corp.'s Keystone
XL pipeline approved is among the nearly 100 amendments that
have been filed for potential consideration during a July 28
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee markup...
 
Enforcement
San Francisco Settles Underground Tank Violations
San Francisco officials have negotiated a $1.35 million agreement
to resolve alleged underground storage tank violations at four
facilities, the California State Water Resources Control Board said
(People v. City and County of San Francisco,...
 
International Climate
Major Brands Support Strong Climate Agreement
Executives from 13 of the largest and most recognizable U.S.
brands—including Apple, Bank of America and Walmart—met with
White House officials July 27 to voice support for a strong climate
deal at an international summit in...
 
Oil Spills
Chinese Court Allows NGO Lawsuit Over 2011 Oil Spill
A Chinese court allowed a lawsuit by a domestic nongovernmental
organization against CNOOC Ltd. and ConocoPhillips over the
Bohai Bay oil spill in 2011, in what may be one of the first tests
for the government’s new environmental-protection...
 
Recycling
Chamber: EU Should Be Cautious With Circular Economy
Forthcoming European Commission proposals on the circular
economy should avoid introducing potentially confusing and
contradictory requirements for manufactured products and should
be fully coherent with the European Union's...
 
Regulatory Policy
White House Threatens Veto of REINS Act, Again
The White House has once again threatened to veto the
Regulations from the Executive In Need of Scrutiny (REINS) Act,
which is scheduled to come to the House floor as early as July
28....
 
Risk Assessment
Broader Assessment of Combustion Chemical Urged
The Environmental Protection Agency should expand the scientific
studies and potential health hazards it considers as it analyzes a
chemical found in coal tar and released through diesel exhaust
and other combustion sources, a panel of scientific...
 
Vehicle Fuels
Defense Department Alternative Fuel Use Examined
The Defense Department purchased 2 million gallons of
alternative fuels at a cost of $58.6 million between 2007 and
2014, the Government Accountability Office said in a July 27
report. Those purchases are dwarfed by the $107.2 billion the
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Defense...
 
Vehicle Fuels
Petroleum Industry Seeks Ethanol Reductions in RFS
The Environmental Protection Agency should cut its requirements
for how much renewable fuel must be added to the fuel supply
further because consumers have no interest in buying large
amounts of higher blends of ethanol, the American Petroleum...
 
Water Pollution
Energy Industry Group Challenges Clean Water Rule
A group of energy companies has petitioned a federal appeals
court to review and set aside the final clean water rule on the
ground that it is arbitrary and capricious (Util. Water Act Grp. v.
EPA, 5th Cir., No. 15-60509, 7/24/15)....
 
Water Pollution
Support Documents for Water Rule 'Flawed': Corps Memo
The economic analysis and the technical support documents used
in developing and justifying a regulation to clarify the scope of
the Clean Water Act are flawed and out of context, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers said in memos just before the...
 
Water Resources
Warm Columbia Basin Water Killing Thousands of Salmon
Despite the release of 1.5 million acre-feet of water from
headwater reservoirs in Canada, sockeye salmon carcasses
riddled with fungus or bacteria litter some reaches of the
Columbia River system, a result mainly of water that is too
warm....
 
Court Denies Rehearing in Biomass Permitting Case
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
denied forestry groups' petition to rehear lawsuits in a decision
striking down an Environmental Protection Agency rule that
temporarily exempted sources burning biomass...
 
NTP Releases Report on Carcinogens Handbook
A handbook describing the process the National Toxicology
Program uses to prepare the descriptions of chemicals used in the
Report on Carcinogens (RoC) was released by NTP July 24. The
RoC lists chemicals, viruses and other agents that are...
 
September Meeting to Discuss IRIS Canceled
The Environmental Protection Agency canceled its September
Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) meeting. Instead, the
agency will hold its next IRIS meeting Oct. 28-29, the EPA
announced in a July 24 e-mail. The agency did not give details...
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Comment Deadlines
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VIDEO


See Latest Video: Eye on the Hill: Sen. Udall on Chemical
Reform Prospects.
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


EPA's McCarthy Addresses Scope of Proposed Waters of U.S. Rule


Posted February 04, 2015, 3:55 P.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


The Environmental Protection Agency's proposed waters of the U.S. rule is intended to “make the
process of identifying waters under Clean Water Act easier to understand,” Administrator Gina McCarthy
said this morning during a congressional hearing.


The EPA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers proposed the waters of the U.S. rule in April 2014. The
rule would bring all streams and tributaries, including those classified as intermittent and ephemeral,
under Clean Water Act jurisdiction.


Also this morning, Rep. Bill Shuster (R-Pa.) said the proposed Clean Water Act rule would give the EPA
unfettered power.


“The Federal government will have the power to regulate just about any place where water collects,
and in some cases land use activities,” Shuster said in his opening remarks at a joint hearing of the House
Transportation and Infrastructure and Senate Environment and Public Works committees.


Shuster is chairman of the House transportation committee.


Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.), the ranking member on the Senate Environment and Public Works
Committee, said the opponents of the proposed waters of the U.S. rule are arguing over a “mythical rule.”
She made this observation after getting McCarthy to confirm that isolated ponds, puddles, reflecting pools
and ponds, as well as artificially irrigated areas and water-filled depressions incidental to construction,
would not fall under the Clean Water Act jurisdiction.


Green infrastructure and other features used to capture stormwater will not be jurisdictional under the
final waters of the U.S. rule, McCarthy said at the hearing. “We will build that into the rule. They will not
be jurisdictional,” McCarthy told Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton, who asked about the confusion surrounding
underground pipes used to capture and convey stormwater. McCarthy said that “we are working very hard
to work with the urban areas to identify what features are used to capture stormwater.”


Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) asked McCarthy to commit that the final waters of the U.S. rule, which is
expected to be out in April, will be based on field observation of waters that are jurisdictional. Barrasso
sought commitment from McCarthy after displaying maps that the EPA had commissioned to show various
water bodies across the country.


McCarthy reiterated that the maps were commissioned to have a better understanding of where waters
are found across the country. “Those were not done specifically to inform the rulemaking,” she said.
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EPA Finalizes First Changes to Wood Heater Air Standards Since 1988


Posted February 04, 2015, 2:30 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


The Environmental Protection Agency today released its first changes to federal air toxics emissions
standards for residential wood heaters since the standards first were established in 1988.


The agency, in a final rule signed by Administrator Gina McCarthy yesterday, established more
stringent emissions standards for wood-burning stoves and set new air standards for previously
unregulated hydronic heaters, indoor wood-fired forced air furnaces and single burn-rate woodstoves.


The provisions of the final rule will provide more than $100 in public health benefits for every dollar
spent on compliance, according to the EPA. The agency estimates the revised standards will reduce
emissions of fine particulate matter by 8,269 tons per year and cost industry $45.7 million each year.


The EPA decided to not include proposed emissions limits for masonry heaters in its final rule. Instead,
the agency will allow additional time for the development of emissions testing methods for masonry
heaters and will consider in the future whether to regulate emissions from those appliances.


The final rule also will provide manufacturers of wood-burning forced air furnaces with additional time
to comply with the standards. Those devices will be subject to work practice standards beginning 60 days
after the final rule is published in the Federal Register with emissions limits phased in between 2016 and
2020.


The EPA's new source performance standards for residential wood heaters don't apply to existing
devices.


State Backlash, Courts Could Curtail Clean Power Plan


Posted February 04, 2015, 3:59 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency's proposed carbon dioxide standards for existing power plants
could test the broad deference the courts have given the agency's climate change efforts to date, legal
experts say.


The courts have given the EPA unusually broad authority to interpret the Clean Air Act as it moves to
address climate change, but an overly broad reading of its powers under Section 111(d) could provoke a
backlash among states and test the deference of judges, panelists said today at a forum sponsored by the
Law & Economics Center at the George Mason University School of Law.


Roger Martella, a partner at Sidley Austin LLP, said he expects the courts to scrutinize in particular the
EPA's claim that it can require the power sector to achieve carbon dioxide emissions reductions from
beyond the fenceline of the power plants themselves.


“EPA is bootstrapping an entirely new authority here,” he said.


EPA Threatened With Suit Over Missed Deadlines for Air Toxics Reviews


Posted February 04, 2015, 1:32 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


Several environmental groups have warned the Environmental Protection Agency that they intend to
file a lawsuit over the agency's alleged failure to review air toxics standards for various industries,
including rubber tire manufacturing, primary copper smelting, boat manufacturing and iron and steel
foundries.


Earthjustice, on behalf of the Coalition for a Safe Environment, Louisiana Bucket Brigade, California
Communities Against Toxics and other groups, yesterday filed a 60-day notice of intent to sue the EPA
over an alleged failure to perform nondiscretionary duties under the Clean Air Act. The notice highlights 33
standards for emissions of hazardous air pollutants from various source categories.


The Clean Air Act requires the EPA to review its air toxics standards within eight years of their
establishment to evaluate residual health and environmental risks and determine if additional emissions
standards are necessary. The agency also is required to conduct a technology review for each source
category every eight years to review and revise the standards if necessary after taking into account
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development in practices, processes and control technology.


Each of the 33 air toxics standards listed in the notice of intent to sue was finalized more than eight
years ago, and the agency has failed to complete the required residual risk and technology reviews that
are mandated under the Clean Air Act, according to the environmental groups.


Renewable Fuel Standard Reform Bill to Be Introduced Today


Posted February 04, 2015, 12:28 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Legislation to be introduced today by Rep. Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.) would cap the amount of ethanol
allowed in gasoline at 10 percent.


The RFS Reform Act comes as frustration mounts over the repeated inability of the Environmental
Protection Agency to issue annual renewable fuel standard requirements on time.


The bill is identical to legislation introduced last session, which had 82 co-sponsors and would prohibit
the EPA from approving introduction of gasoline that contains more than 10 percent ethanol.


“The RFS needs fundamental reform, and we urge you to join us by cosponsoring legislation to
accomplish this task,” Goodlatte, Rep. Peter Welch (D-Vt.) and other lawmakers wrote in a Jan. 26 letter
to other lawmakers.


The EPA failed to finalize its renewable fuel standard rule for 2014, and the standards for 2015 are
already overdue. The EPA plans to issue rules for 2014, 2015 and 2016 this year


Park Service Seeks More Permitting, More Fees for Oil, Gas Work


Posted February 04, 2015, 12:18 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


The National Park Service is proposing increases in fees and permitting requirements for oil and gas
drilling and production in national parks.


A proposed rule to make those and other changes went to the White House Office of Management and
Budget Feb. 2.


The proposal on “non-federal oil and gas rights” would eliminate exemptions that currently allow more
than half of the 534 oil and gas operations within parks to operate without National Park Service approval,
a service spokesman said yesterday.


The rule also would update bonding requirements, which provide assurances that operators can afford
to reclaim drilling sites. A $200,000 cap on bonding amounts per operator would be removed.


The rule would establish fees to build new drilling roads or pipelines across park lands.


Yucca Mountain ‘Not Workable,’ Despite Positive NRC Report, Moniz Says


Posted February 04, 2015, 12:35 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The Yucca Mountain radioactive waste repository is still “not workable,” despite a recently released
Nuclear Regulatory Commission report that concluded the proposed repository meets safety requirements,
Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz said today.


“We have said Yucca is not workable without a consent-based process,” Moniz told Bloomberg BNA.
“We don't have the access for land and water, and that is the consent-based problem.”


Instead, Moniz said the Department of Energy's fiscal year 2016 budget request includes funding to
“start consultations with states and localities to move the consent-based process further.”


Specifically, the budget requests $24 million from the Nuclear Waste Fund for “activities” related to
storage, transportation, disposal and siting of nuclear waste.


Rubio, Nelson, Thune to Reintroduce Vessel Incidental Discharge Act


Posted February 04, 2015, 3:35 P.M. ET
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By Rachel Leven


Sens. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), Bill Nelson (D-Fla.) and John Thune (R-S.D.) will reintroduce the Vessel
Incidental Discharge Act, Rubio said at a Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation subcommittee
hearing today.


The vessel act, which last year was numbered S. 2094, would “streamlin[e] the regulatory framework”
regarding discharges incidental to normal operations for large commercial vessels and would make
permanent a moratorium on Clean Water Act National Pollutant Discharges Elimination System permits for
commercial vessels less than 79 feet, Rubio said.


Congress extended in December a moratorium on EPA permitting of commercial fishing and small
vessels through December 2017, according to testimony by Claudia Copeland, a specialist for the
Congressional Research Service.


“Getting this legislation enacted into law is a top priority of this subcommittee,” Rubio said at the
Senate Oceans, Atmosphere, Fisheries, and Coast Guard subcommittee hearing.


Energy Department Halts Funding for FutureGen Project


Posted February 04, 2015, 10:52 A.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The Department of Energy has suspended funding for FutureGen 2.0, all but ensuring that the carbon
capture and sequestration project in Illinois will not be built.


The department halted plans to provide $1 billion in funding to the FutureGen Alliance—a nonprofit
organization made up of coal mining and electric power companies that include Alpha Natural Resources
Inc., Anglo American SA, Joy Global Inc. and Peabody Energy Corp.—after it determined the project would
not be able to meet an American Recovery and Reinvestment Act requirement that the money be spent by
Sept. 30 and committed by July 1.


“Frankly, the project has got a bunch of challenges remaining,” Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz told
reporters following remarks at a conference held by the National Association of State Energy Officials. “If
you look between now and July 1, without them having closed their financing, and try as we might, we just
don’t see how it gets over the finish line.”


Congress Gets Report on Efforts to Control Spread of Asian Carp


Posted February 04, 2015, 1:49 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


A first report on efforts to manage the spread of Asian carp was sent to Congress today by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service.


The invasive species threatens commercial fisheries as it spreads northward through the Upper
Mississippi and Ohio River basins in the Midwest. The strongest fears are that Asian carp species will find
their way into the Great Lakes.


The Water Resources Reform and Development Act (Pub. L. No. 113-121), enacted in June 2014,
required the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to start providing annual reports on activities and expenditures
to control the carp.


“This report is the first holistic look at federal and state Asian carp management actions in the Upper
Mississippi River and Ohio River basins,” the service said in announcing release of the report.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Sierra Club, NRDC Sue EPA to Accelerate
Attainment Designations for Sulfur Standard
The Sierra Club and the Natural Resources Defense Council filed a
lawsuit Aug. 26 to compel the Environmental Protection Agency to
make additional attainment and nonattainment designations for
the 2010 sulfur dioxide air quality standard...


Climate Change
EPA Readies Presentation on Plans
To Regulate Power Plant Greenhouse Gases
The Environmental Protection Agency announced Aug. 26 it will
post a video on its YouTube channel Aug. 28 that provides an
overview of the agency's plans to regulate carbon dioxide
emissions from existing power plants....


Climate Change
USDA Offers Best Practices for Farms,
Forests to Track Local Carbon Emissions
The Agriculture Department has proposed best practices for
farmers, ranchers, and forest owners to track greenhouse gas
emissions and sinks at the local level....


Drilling
California's Last Fracking Bill Faces
Aug. 30 Deadline to Clear Assembly Panel
LOS ANGELES—California's sole surviving bill to regulate
hydraulic fracturing activities, S.B. 4, has until Aug. 30 to clear
the Assembly Appropriations Committee to be considered by the
full Assembly before Sept. 13, the last...


Endangered Species
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Agencies Require Economic Impact Analyses
To Accompany Habitat Proposals for Species
Two federal agencies have issued a final rule that requires draft
economic impact analyses to be issued along with proposed
critical habitat designations for endangered species....


Energy
DOE on Track to Meet New Deadlines
For Appliance Standards, Moniz Says
NEW YORK—The Energy Department is on track to meet its
commitment to issue overdue updates to energy efficiency
standards for four commercial appliances in 2014, Energy
Secretary Ernest Moniz said Aug. 26....


Energy
Energy Department Announces 19 Members
Of Secretary's Independent Advisory Board
The Energy Department announced Aug. 26 the names of 19
scientists, business executives, academics, and former
government officials who will serve on an independent advisory
board to Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz and provide "advice...


Energy
Ethanol Producers Predict Little Action
In Congress to Alter Renewable Fuel Mandate
A gridlocked Congress will have difficulty pursuing any revisions
to the renewable fuel standard, ethanol advocates predicted Aug.
26....


Energy
New Jersey, DOE to Build More Resilient Power Grid
The Energy Department plans to partner with New Jersey to build
an advanced microgrid system that would continue to operate
even if the regional electrical system were damaged by a
superstorm, Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz said Aug. 26. Moniz...


Energy
U.S. Companies Want to Help Brazil
Develop Shale Gas Potential, Sánchez Says
RIO DE JANEIRO—U.S. companies want to provide Brazil with
shale gas know-how as part of an ongoing trade partnership with
the country, Undersecretary of Commerce for International Trade
Francisco Sánchez said Aug. 26 at the Brazil...


Hazardous Waste
Federal Court Remands Love Canal Tort Lawsuits
To New York State Court, Finds No CERCLA Issues
Residents alleging that toxic chemical releases from the Love
Canal superfund site in Niagara Falls, N.Y., caused personal
injuries and damage to their property properly brought their
common law claims in state court, the U.S. District Court...


Hazardous Waste
Russian Government Adopts Requirements
For Various Types of Hazardous Waste
ST. PETERSBURG, Russia—Russia has published new procedures
for certifying hazardous waste classified in one of four categories
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as part of an ongoing reform of its waste laws involving
consultations with the U.S. Environmental Protection...


Impact Statements
EPA Agrees With Inspector General's Idea
Of Following Up Impact Statement Comments
The Environmental Protection Agency should try to verify that its
recommendations to other federal agencies are being
incorporated into environmental impact statements and
implemented, according to a report released Aug. 23 by the
EPA...


Mining
Corps Adequately Considered Impacts
Of Mine's Clean Water Act Permit, Court Says
A federal court has upheld a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
dredge-and-fill permit for a coal mining company, finding the
corps adequately analyzed environmental and public health
impacts before awarding the permit (Kentuckians for the
Commonwealth...


Mining
EPA Still Collecting Data for Bristol Bay Assessment
The Environmental Protection Agency is far from making any
policy decisions on the proposed Pebble Mine in southwestern
Alaska and is still gathering information for its scientific
assessment of the Bristol Bay region, Administrator Gina...


Pesticides
Beekeepers Say New Use Restrictions
Do Not Adequately Protect Pollinators
The Environmental Protection Agency's new pollinator-specific
label language for neonicotinoid insecticides will not adequately
protect honey bees and other insect pollinators from pesticide
exposure, representatives from several...


Pipeline Safety
Alberta Needs Stricter Rules to Ensure
Pipeline Safety Near Rivers, Report Says
VANCOUVER, B.C.—Alberta's pipeline safety regulations are
inadequate for pipelines near rivers and creeks, according to a
review of pipeline safety prepared for the provincial
government....


Right to Know
EPA Final Rule Requires Electronic Filing
Of Reports to Toxics Release Inventory
Facilities required to report chemical releases through the Toxics
Release Inventory will need to file electronically, under a final rule
to be published in the Federal Register Aug. 27....


Risk Assessment
Strategies Weighed for Building Confidence
In Systematic Reviews, Clarifying Rationales
Federal agencies and other parties interested in assessments of
chemicals' potential to harm grappled Aug. 26 with questions of
how complex systematic reviews should be if they are to achieve
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their intent of clarifying the rationales...


Toxic Substances
Canada Requires Notification of New Uses
For Certain Types of Carbon Nanotubes
OTTAWA—Canada is requiring industrial users of certain carbon
nanotubes to notify the government of any significant new uses
on the basis that new uses could lead to the substance being
deemed toxic under the Canadian Environmental...


Toxic Substances
Kingston Ash Spill Cleanup Workers
Sue Over Lack of Protective Equipment
Some 49 plaintiffs sued a pollution cleanup contractor in a federal
district court Aug. 22, claiming that they suffered personal
injuries while cleaning up the 2008 fly ash spill at a Tennessee
Valley Authority power plant (Adkisson v. Jacobs...


Water Pollution
Texas Supreme Court Allows Water Permit
For Dairy to Stand Over Objections of Waco
The Supreme Court of Texas has ruled that the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality did not abuse its discretion
in granting an amended water quality permit to a dairy operation
without first allowing the city of Waco, Texas, to contest...
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: DuPont CEO asks Congress, White House to keep ethanol mandate
Date: Wednesday, May 14, 2014 7:47:55 AM


News Headline: DuPont CEO asks Congress, White House to keep ethanol mandate | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Des Moines Register - Online
News Text: Christopher Doering, DesMoines 2:55 p.m. CDT May 13, 2014
 
In this April 16, 2014 photo, a tassel of corn grows in a field on Pioneer Hi-Bred International land in


Waialua, Hawaii. The nationਥਐs leading corn seed companies have farms in Hawaii, but their fields


have become a flash point in a spreading debate over genetic engineering in agriculture. (AP
Photo/Audrey McAvoy) ORG XMIT: HIAM103(Photo: Audrey McAvoy AP)
 
The top executive with seed and chemical maker DuPont said Tuesday Congress and the Obama
administration must preserve a law requiring ethanol to be blended into the gasoline supply.
 
Ellen Kullman, DuPont's chief executive, said in remarks Tuesday at the World Congress on Industrial
Biotechnology in Philadelphia that the Renewable Fuel Standard reduces the country's dependence
on fossil fuels, creates jobs in rural America and produces environmental benefits. The Renewable
Fuel Standard is a 2007 law that mandates a growing amount of ethanol to be blended into the
country's gasoline supply each year through 2022.
 
"Legislative and regulatory uncertainty has a direct impact on the growth of this industry," Kullman
said. "If the EPA issues an RFS rule with increasing biofuels volumes, supporting a stable regulatory
environment, our industry can thrive. The Renewable Fuel Standard works and Congress and the
administration need to ensure its stability."
 
DuPont's agriculture operations, which includes its Pioneer unit located in Johnston, Iowa, produce
corn and soybean seeds, herbicides, among other products.
 
The EPA proposed last November cutting the mandate to 15.21 billion gallons for renewable fuels in
2014 down from 18.15 billion gallons initially required in the 2007 Renewable Fuel Standard. The
agency is expected to set the 2014 mandate in June.
 



mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=22D4FACCC849406CB979BC1DF70A220D-JUJOHNSO

mailto:OLEMOUSTEveryone@epa.gov






From: Pearson, Janice
To: Barolo, Mark; Hoskinson, Carolyn; Kamke, Sherry
Subject: FW: The Politics of Ethanol: A Special Segment Produced by Detroit Public TV - Tonight at 6:00 P.M. on PBS


NewsHour
Date: Thursday, January 28, 2016 3:26:03 PM


FYI…
 
Not sure if any of you are on this email list.
 
Janice A. Pearson
UST, Solid Waste and PCB Unit Chief
Resource Conservation and Recovery Program
US EPA, Region 8, 8P-R
1595 Wynkoop
Denver, CO 80202-2466
Phone:  (303) 312-6354
Fax:   (303) 312-7084
email:  pearson.janice@epa.gov
 


From: Rich Homberg [mailto:rhomberg@dptv.org] 
Sent: Thursday, January 28, 2016 11:22 AM
To: Rich Homberg <rhomberg@dptv.org>
Subject: The Politics of Ethanol: A Special Segment Produced by Detroit Public TV - Tonight at 6:00
P.M. on PBS NewsHour
 


 
The Politics of Ethanol: A Special Segment Produced by Detroit Public


TV
TONIGHT at 6:00 P.M. (EST) on PBS NewsHour


‘The Ethanol Effect’ Coming Soon: http://bit.ly/ethanoleffect.
 
 
Don’t miss a special segment on ethanol and the Iowa Caucus TONIGHT (EST) at 6:00 P.M. on PBS
NewsHour, produced by Detroit Public Television.
 
Some background on tonight’s segment:
 
Last week the issue of ethanol briefly took center stage in Iowa. Governor Terry Branstad picked
sides two weeks before the Iowa Caucuses, declaring that Iowans should choose anyone but Senator
Ted Cruz for president, because of Cruz’s position that would repeal the law that requires ethanol in
our fuel supply.
 
“One of the reasons you're hearing a lot about ethanol now is that the industry is very concerned
that if Ted Cruz wins here, having shown some question about renewable fuel standards, it will open
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the floodgates. It will make it permissible for presidential candidates not to support a strong
renewable fuel standard,” said David Yepsen, Director, Paul Simon Public Policy Institute, Southern
Illinois University.
 
The question remains: How hard will Iowans fight for ethanol in the caucuses next week?
 
David Biello, Senior Energy and Environment Editor with Scientific American, is working with Detroit
Public Television on a documentary about ethanol, The Ethanol Effect, to air this fall. The
documentary is the newest hour-long special from the team behind Detroit Public Television’s Alfred
I. DuPont/Columbia University Award-winning series Beyond the Light Switch.
 
From Iowa's farm fields to Washington's corridors of power, and from the algae-choked surface of
the Great Lakes to the poisoned depths of the Gulf of Mexico, The Ethanol Effect investigates the
human, environmental and political costs of growing and refining corn for ethanol in America.
 
Learn more about this fascinating documentary at http://bit.ly/ethanoleffect.
 
Tweets
 
Don’t miss a special segment on #ethanol and the Iowa Caucus from @detroitpublictv & @dbiello at
6pm on @NewsHour. http://bit.ly/ethanoleffect
 
The Politics of #Ethanol: A special segment produced by @detroitpublictv w/ @dbiello airs TONIGHT
at 6pm on @NewsHour!
 
 
 
Rich Homberg
President and CEO
Detroit Public Television
248-640-4169 - @RichHomberg - rhomberg@dptv.org
 
"Always remember you are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter than
you think." Christopher Robin
 


You can unsubscribe from these emails at any time.
 
 
 


Detroit Public TV - Trusted. Valued. Relevant.
Using public media to educate, entertain, and inspire.
www.dptv.org
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Emissions From Combustion Sources Cause
200,400 Early Deaths a Year, Study Says
Long-term exposure to fine particulate matter from combustion
sources causes 200,400 premature deaths per year, researchers
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology found in a newly
published study....


Climate Change
President's Climate Plan Could Boost Value
Of Science Produced by Interagency Program
President Obama's climate plan could help raise the value of the
foundational climate science produced by the U.S. Global Change
Research Program and better link it to practical objectives, such
as adaptation or mitigation efforts,...


Climate Change
Two Industry Groups Discuss Carbon Rule With OMB
The National Mining Association and Edison Electric Institute both
met with White House and Environmental Protection Agency
officials to discuss the upcoming proposed carbon dioxide new
source performance standard for new power plants,...


Drilling
Government Study Links Fracking Fluids
To Widespread Deaths of Endangered Fish
Spilled fluids used in hydraulic fracturing are the likely cause of
the widespread deaths and distress of endangered fish in
Kentucky, according to a new study from two governmental
agencies....


Drilling
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New York's Highest Court to Hear Cases
Expected to Determine Future of Fracking
ALBANY, N.Y.—New York state's highest court announced Aug. 29
that it will hear appeals of two cases that will shape the future of
fracking in the state by determining whether state law preempts
local governments from banning the...


Drilling
Settlement Resolves Damage Claims Blamed
On Quakes From Injection Wells in Arkansas
A federal court approved a settlement Aug. 29 in a consolidated
set of lawsuits filed by homeowners in central Arkansas who
accused two shale gas producers of causing property damage by
triggering earthquakes with wastewater disposal wells...


Drinking Water
Draft State Plan Would Expand Scope
Of New York City Watershed Protection
NEW YORK—Watershed protection efforts for New York City's
Catskill/Delaware drinking water system would be expanded
under a draft plan resulting from a review of a mid-course 10-
year filtration avoidance determination, the...


Energy
Cantor May Attach Renewable Fuel
Reform Bill to Debt Ceiling Package
House Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-Va.) may attach renewable
fuel standard (RFS) reform legislation to a debt ceiling package or
other must-pass legislation to be considered this fall, Cantor
spokeswoman Megan Whittemore told BNA in an...


Energy
China Central Government Presses Provinces
On Energy Savings, Emissions Reductions
SHENZHEN, China—Failures to meet energy intensity and key
emissions reduction goals in some areas have led central
government agencies to remind local and provincial officials in
China of their duties in these areas....


Energy
Commercial Cooler Efficiency Standards
Will Save Nation $28 Billion in 30 Years
The U.S. Energy Department proposed new efficiency standards
Aug. 29 that would cut expenses and emissions from commercial
refrigerators and coolers, ending months of delay by the White
House....


Energy
Cost of Wind, Solar Energy in Western States
Could Be on Par With Natural Gas by 2025
Wind and solar energy in Western states could be cost-
competitive with natural gas by 2025 without federal subsidies,
pending development in certain untapped areas, according to the
Energy Department....


Energy
DOE Clean Energy Financing Guide Called
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New ‘Yellow Pages' of Federal Funding
The Energy Department released a multi-agency guide to clean
energy federal financing Aug. 28 to help state, local, and tribal
leaders identify and apply to relevant government funding
programs for financial support....


Energy
Keystone XL Oil Pipeline ‘Flunks'
Obama Climate Test, Opponents Say
The Keystone XL oil pipeline should be rejected because it "flunks
the climate test" laid out by President Obama, several
environmental groups said Aug. 29....


Enforcement
Chinese Refinery Projects Suspended After
Companies Fail to Meet Emissions Targets
China National Petroleum Corp. and China Petrochemical Corp.,
the nation's biggest oil and gas producers, had their new refining
and chemical projects suspended after failing to meet the
government's 2012 pollutant reduction...


Enforcement
Engine Certification Company, Owner to Pay
$3.55 Million to Settle Vehicle Import Case
LOS ANGELES—A California consulting firm and its owner will pay
more than $3.55 million in civil penalties for allegedly illegal
imports of 24,478 recreational vehicles from China, which were
never certified to meet federal and California...


Enforcement
Trucker Sentenced to 15 Months for Illegal Dumping
The U.S. District Court for the Northern District of New York on
Aug. 29 sentenced truck driver Jonathan Deck of Norwood, N.J.,
to 15 months in prison in connection with the illegal dumping of
40 truckloads of asbestos-contaminated construction...


Grants
Inspector General Recommends That EPA
Train Officers to Oversee STAR Program
The Environmental Protection Agency needs to train its officers to
monitor and oversee the federal competitive grant program that
funds research at universities and nonprofit organizations,
according to a report released Aug. 29 by the...


Hazardous Waste
Chinese Provinces Prepare Plans to Clean up
Polluted Soil; National Report Expected Soon
SHENZHEN, China—Several Chinese provinces and cities have
issued draft or finalized plans for controlling, preventing, and
cleaning up soil contaminated with heavy metals in advance of
the release of a national survey on polluted...


Hazardous Waste
Ninth Circuit Affirms RCRA Conviction,
Upholds Court's Interpretation of Disposal
The disposal of wastes under the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act occurs when an act of disposal begins rather than
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when a decision is made to dispose of hazardous wastes, a
federal appeals court held Aug. 29 in upholding the conviction...


Mining
Vitter, Manchin Question EPA About Decision
To Veto Permit for Mingo Logan Coal Mine
Two senators called on the Environmental Protection Agency on
Aug. 29 to disclose communications regarding EPA's decision to
veto a dredge-and-fill permit originally issued to a coal mine by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers....


Pipeline Safety
Groups Demand Review of Alberta Pipeline System
VANCOUVER, B.C.—An Alberta coalition of environmental, labor,
aboriginal, and landowner groups wants the jurisdiction's auditor
general to launch an investigation into the condition of the
province's pipelines after...


Superfund
Cleanup Plan for Lockheed West Seattle Site
Will Entail More Than $48 Million, EPA Says
The Environmental Protection Agency has issued a record of
decision outlining a final cleanup plan for the Lockheed West
Seattle superfund site in Washington that will cost Lockheed
Martin Corp. an estimated $48 million....


Superfund
Second Circuit Says State Court May Hear
Dispute Over Appraisal of Contaminated Site
The Anti-Injunction Act does not permit a federal district court to
enjoin a party that settled his superfund liability with the
government from bringing a state court suit challenging an
appraisal of the contaminated site, a federal appeals...


Toxic Substances
Canadian Government Requires Notice
Of New Uses of Two Toxic Substances
OTTAWA—Environment Canada has published a final order
requiring industrial users of the toxic substances Michler's ketone
and n-butyl glycidyl ether to notify the government of significant
new uses of those substances....


Toxic Substances
South Korea Launches Government-Industry
Forum to Address Concerns About REACH Law
SEOUL—South Korea is launching a government-business
roundtable to address widespread concerns about the
consequences of a new law similar to the European Union's
REACH regulation on registration, evaluation, and authorization...


Water Pollution
EU Publishes Revised Surface Water Quality Directive
BRUSSELS—The European Union has published a directive that
amends the bloc’s Environmental Quality Standards Directive
(2008/105/EC) by increasing from 33 to 45 the number of
chemical substances subject to mandatory limits...
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Water Pollution
Groups Petition Iowa Regulators to Set
Numeric Clean Water Standards for Nutrients
ST. PAUL, Minn.—Two Iowa environmental groups asked the Iowa
Environmental Protection Commission to establish numeric
criteria for the state's water quality standards for nutrients in
"significant public recreational...
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NEWS


Air Pollution
2011 Mercury Rule Cited as Reason
For Shutting Down Montana Power Plant
PPL Montana announced it will permanently shut down its
mothballed J.E. Corette coal-fired power plant in Billings in part
because of the cost of complying with the Environmental
Protection Agency's 2011 mercury rule. ...


Air Pollution
Emissions Reporting Requirements for Lead
Aligned With Revised Monitoring Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency is revising the threshold for
reporting lead emissions sources as point sources under its air
emissions reporting requirements rule....


Air Pollution
EPA Acted as Advocate, Not Regulator
In Modifying California Air Plan, Court Told
The Environmental Protection Agency acted more as an advocate
than a regulator in modifying a state plan to control ozone and
fine particulates in the San Joaquin Valley, an advocacy group
argued Feb. 10 before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the...


Air Pollution
EPA Considers Dallas-Fort Worth Area
For Severe Ozone Nonattainment Category
The Environmental Protection Agency proposed to reclassify the
Dallas-Fort Worth area as being in severe nonattainment of the
1997 ozone standard, EPA Region 6 said Feb. 10....


Air Pollution
Input Sought on EPA Proposed Agreement
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To Act on States' Fine Particulate Plans
The Environmental Protection Agency is now seeking public
comment on a proposed agreement that would establish
deadlines for agency action on state plans for the implementation
of national fine particulate matter standards....


Chemicals
Moure-Eraso Confirms Exit From CSB
In June at End of Term as Chairman
Rafael Moure-Eraso, the chairman of the Chemical Safety and
Hazard Investigation Board who led the agency amid years of
turmoil and survived a Republican campaign seeking his ouster,
acknowledged Feb. 5 that he will step down at the end of his...


Climate Change
Climate Change Directly Affects More People
Than Terrorism, Obama Spokesman Says
President Barack Obama believes more Americans face the direct
impacts of climate change on a regular basis than terrorism, a
White House spokesman told reporters Feb. 10....


Climate Change
Geneva Climate Talks Turn to Actions 
Countries Could Take Before 2020
Delegates at the Geneva Climate Change Conference Feb. 10
began discussing the difficult issue of increasing commitments for
climate action between now and 2020, the year a global
agreement to fight climate change would kick in....


Climate Policy
California Senate Democrats Call for New
Targets for Climate Change, Energy Efficiency
California Senate Democrats introduced a four-bill package Feb.
10 to carry out Gov. Jerry Brown's (D) proposal to go beyond
existing climate policy goals by increasing renewable energy use
and energy efficiency by 50 percent while reducing...


Climate Science
‘No Silver Bullet' for Intervening
In Climate Change, Researchers Say
Certain last-ditch efforts to intervene in climate change, such as
removing carbon from the air and storing it underground, could
work, but they need to be studied and tested more before they
are widely deployed, a pair of federally funded scientific...


Climate Science
One in Three Natural Gas Processing Plants
Account for Most Emissions, Study Finds
Less than 1 percent of the methane that passes through natural
gas gathering and processing facilities is leaked, but a small
number of facilities account for the majority of emissions,
according to a new study....


Congress
Boxer Takes Top Transportation Panel Slot
In Announcing Subcommittee Membership
Former Senate Environment and Public Works Committee
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Chairwoman Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) will be the top Democrat on
the committee's Transportation and Infrastructure subcommittee,
she announced Feb. 10, in hopes of having an impact...


Endangered Species
Utah Governor Signs Order Directing Agencies
To Take Sage Grouse Conservation Steps
Utah Gov. Gary R. Herbert (R) issued an executive order directing
state agencies to take action to assure the viability of the greater
sage grouse in the state. ...


Energy Efficiency
Broad Energy Efficiency Bill to Be Introduced
In Senate by End of February, Shaheen Says
A new, broader version of Senate energy efficiency legislation will
be introduced by the end of February, Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-
N.H.) told Bloomberg BNA Feb. 10. ...


Environmental Reviews
Injunctions Against California High-Speed Rail
Not Preempted by U.S. Law, Ninth Circuit Told
Injunctions issued under California law halting construction of the
state's High-Speed Rail System should not be preempted by
federal law, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit was
told Feb. 9 (Kings Cnty. v. Surface Transp....


Groundwater
Monitoring at Closed Vermont Nuclear Plant
Shows Low Levels of Strontium, State Says
Strontium-90 was detected in groundwater samples from
monitoring wells on the site of the recently closed Vermont
Yankee Nuclear Power Station, the Vermont Department of Health
said....


Hazardous Waste
Plaintiff Has Burden to Show Lack of Consent
In Trespass Suit, Texas Supreme Court Rules
A jury verdict for a waste disposal facility was reinstated Feb. 6
after the Texas Supreme Court ruled that the plaintiff, an
adjoining landowner, failed to show it didn't consent to deep
subsurface injection of waste water (Envtl. Processing...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Bet on U.S. Oil Boom Haunts Suppliers
In India of Product Used in Fracking Fluid
A big bet on the U.S. fracking boom is coming back to haunt
India's guar industry....


International Climate
Opponents Say Talk of Offsetting Greenhouse
Gas Emissions Could Jeopardize Global Pact
Opposition to language proposing worldwide "net-zero"
greenhouse gas emissions by mid-century surfaced Feb. 10,
immediately after the language was added to the draft
negotiating text that will be the basis for this year's...


Natural Resources
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Canada Commits to 2020 Biodiversity Goals
Canada has committed to preserving, through protected areas
and other conservation measures, at least 17 percent of
terrestrial areas and inland waters and 10 percent of coastal and
marine areas by 2020. The commitment is among new
biodiversity...


Oil & Gas
‘Not Business as Usual,' IEA Says
In Medium-Term Oil Market Report
Predicting how the world's oil market will recover from the current
price drops in the next five years is complicated by
unprecedented factors such as the record growth of oil supply and
production from the U.S., as well as the unexpected...


Oil & Gas
Seismic Risk From Waste Injection Wells
Can Be Minimized, Managed, EPA Reports
Operators of waste injection wells can reduce the risk of
triggering earthquakes by assessing a site methodically, testing
the well, periodically monitoring well pressures and being
prepared to modify operations, possibly through trial...


Oil & Gas
Senate Should Vote to Override Veto
Of Keystone Legislation, Cornyn Says
Senate Republicans should hold a vote to override an expected
veto of legislation to approve the Keystone XL pipeline, Sen. John
Cornyn (R-Texas), the No. 2 Senate Republican, told Bloomberg
BNA Feb. 10. ...


Pesticides
EPA Cancels One Pesticide, Will Likely Cancel Second
The Environmental Protection Agency is canceling its registration
of the pesticide methomyl for use on barley, oats and rye,
according to a notice scheduled to appear in the Feb. 11 Federal
Register. The companies that make methomyl for these...


Renewable Energy
White House Seeks $2B in Private Funds
For Investment in Clean Energy Projects
The Obama administration announced Feb. 10 a goal of raising $2
billion from the private sector to fund clean energy projects,
saying more funding is needed to fight climate change through
"innovative technologies." ...


Renewable Fuels
Get Biodiesel Renewable Fuel Standard
Back on Track, 32 Senators Tell EPA
Failure to finalize biodiesel standards under the renewable fuel
standard has significantly harmed the industry and the
Environmental Protection Agency should finalize volumes for
biodiesel in a "timely manner," nearly one-third...


Superfund
Markey Named Superfund Panel's Ranking Democrat
Sen. Ed Markey (D-Mass.) was named the ranking Democrat on
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the Senate subcommittee overseeing the Superfund program Feb.
10. In a statement, Markey said he would use his new position on
the Senate Environment and Public Works Subcommittee...


Taxes
New York Cuts Sales Tax on Commercial Solar Energy
Retail sale and installation of commercial solar energy equipment
are exempt from the 4 percent New York State sales and use tax
rate and the 0.375 percent sales and use tax rate imposed in the
Metropolitan Commuter Transportation District,...


Water Pollution
Boston Groups Plan to Sue EPA for Failing
To Require Stormwater Permits for Runoff
Two environmental advocacy groups announced their intention
Feb. 10 to sue the Environmental Protection Agency for allegedly
failing to require numerous dischargers along the Charles River in
Massachusetts to obtain stormwater permits...


Water Pollution
Boston Scrap Metal Company Sued
For Illegal Stormwater Discharges Into River
A scrap metal company near Boston violated its stormwater
permit by discharging heavy metals and other pollutants into the
lower Mystic River in Everett, Mass., an environmental group
alleged in a lawsuit (Clean Water Action v. Prolerized...


Water Pollution
West Virginia Senate Coal Bill Would Weaken
Water Act Standards, Activist Groups Allege
As part of an effort environmentalists are calling "a war on
water," the West Virginia Senate has passed legislation that the
groups say would weaken the water quality standards that coal
companies must meet in their pollution permits....


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


FEBRUARY 10 FEDERAL REGISTER


FEBRUARY 11 FEDERAL REGISTER
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News Headline: DuPont official speaks out on ethanol | 
 
Outlet Full Name: News Journal - Online
News Text: Aaron Nathans, The News Journal 5:28 p.m. EDT April 8, 2014
 
DuPont(Photo: DuPont)
 
A DuPont official on Tuesday called upon Congress to preserve a requirement for gasoline blending
with advanced biofuels.
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in November proposed scaling back ethanol blend
requirements for gasoline, citing lower-than-expected gasoline usage and gas stations and cars that
cannot take on higher-ethanol fuels.
 
Jan Koninckx, global business director for Biorefineries at DuPont, appeared before the Senate
Agriculture Committee on Tuesday, as part of a hearing on advanced biofuels.
 


"The bottom line here is that driven by the RFS" ੈ€“ the Renewable Fuel Standard" ੈ€“ "we have


completely re-imagined how we fuel our planet. We do so with renewable resources without adding
any additional CO2 into the atmosphere. It is a remarkable achievement. And when you look at this


from the perspective of a science company ੈ€“ this has actually gone quite fast," said Koninckx.


 
Koninckx pointed to DuPont's investment in biofuels, which includes cellulosic technologies that use
crop waste left over after a corn harvest to produce ethanol.
 
"The Renewable Fuel Standard is working as intended. 2014 is a watershed in our history as an


industry ੈ€“ the year we take this technology commercial ੈ€“ and a critical year for all parties to


remain steadfast in their commitment to biofuels," Koninckx said.
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Environmental Groups Challenge Boiler MACT Reconsideration


Posted January 19, 2016, 3:43 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


Four environmental organizations are challenging a November Environmental Protection Agency rule
that responded to petitions for reconsideration of the agency's air toxics standards for major source
industrial boilers.


The Sierra Club, Clean Air Council, Environmental Integrity Project and Chesapeake Climate Action
Network today filed a lawsuit in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit over the rule,
which established alternative work practice standards for boiler startup and retained the agency's
minimum carbon monoxide emissions limit of 130 parts per million.


The petition for review does not specify the groups' rationale for filing the lawsuit and counsel for the
petitioners were not immediately available for comment. However, the four environmental groups had
petitioned the EPA to raise the minimum carbon monoxide emissions limit, a request the agency rejected
in the reconsideration rule. The environmental petitioners argued that the EPA made an unlawful and
arbitrary decision to revise all carbon monoxide standards included in the boiler standards below 130 ppm
to 130 ppm.


Supreme Court Declines Greenhouse Gas Permits Case


Posted January 19, 2016, 12:03 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The U.S. Supreme Court today declined to hear a lawsuit that sought to compel the Environmental
Protection Agency to repropose its greenhouse gas permitting requirements following a court decision
limiting the program's scope.


The Energy-Intensive Manufacturing Working Group on Greenhouse Gas Regulation, an industry trade
coalition, had argued the EPA was compelled to reissue its greenhouse gas permitting rules after the
Supreme Court found that the requirements only applied to those industrial sources that are already
required to obtain prevention of significant deterioration and Title V permits for other pollutants such as
sulfur dioxide and particulate matter.


Following that decision, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit vacated only
those provisions of the EPA permitting program it deemed no longer in effect but left the remaining
requirements in place. The EPA subsequently issued a rule that stripped those vacated provisions from its
permitting requirements.
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Plan to Capture Leaking Gas Near L.A. Facility Scrapped


Posted January 19, 2016, 3:21 P.M. ET


By Carolyn Whetzel


Regulators' safety concerns have forced Southern California Gas Co. to abandon a plan to capture and
burn off some of the natural gas leaking from its underground storage facility near Los Angeles.


Southern California air quality officials said today they are continuing to seek approval of a proposed
order that included the capture-and-destroy plan, but the project is now off the table.


“Our proposed order would have SoCalGas to capture and dispose of a portion of leaking gas only if
SoCalGas along with federal, state and local regulatory agencies deemed it safe to do so,” SCAQMD
Executive Office Barry Wallerstein said today in a written statement. “While that provision is now moot,
the order still contains many important requirements to minimize leaking gas, monitor emissions and help
prevent a similar incident in the future.”


The SCAQMD hearing board will meet for a third time, tomorrow at 9 a.m., at the agency's Diamond
Bar headquarters to consider the proposed order.


SoCalGas, a subsidiary of Sempra Energy, said Jan. 18 that after “extensive” study and “consultation”
with the SCAQMD and other state agencies, it decided against the capture-and-destroy project. The utility
said its project drilling a relief well to stop the natural gas leak “is proceeding ahead of schedule” and it
“expects to stop the leak by late February, if not sooner.”


Clinton Signs Clean Energy Pledge After Democratic Debate


Posted January 19, 2016, 4:05 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has signed a pledge yesterday committing to power the
nation with more than 50 percent clean energy by 2030, one day after she didn't get a chance to respond
to a question about climate change during the Democratic presidential debate.


Clinton signed NextGen Climate's “50 by 30” pledge in Des Moines, Iowa, joining former Maryland Gov.
Martin O'Malley as Democratic presidential candidates to have signed the clean energy pledge. Sen. Bernie
Sanders (I-Vt.), has pledged to transition the energy sector to “80 percent clean energy sources by 2050,”
but has not signed the group's pledge.


“We are glad to have Hillary Clinton’s support for powering America with more than 50 percent clean
energy by 2030,” Tom Steyer, the group's president, said in a statement. “We hope she will continue to
talk about solutions that are critical to prevent climate disaster and ensure our economic security.”


Trump Calls for Higher Ethanol Blending Requirement


Posted January 19, 2016, 3:51 P.M. ET


By Renee Schoof


Donald Trump called for bigger and long-lasting ethanol blending requirements today at a renewable
fuels meeting in Iowa.


The Republican presidential frontrunner said the Environmental Protection Agency should ensure that
the volumes of ethanol required in the fuel supply equal the statutory levels from 2007. The EPA in
November set blending requirements below those levels for 2014-16.


Speaking at a state renewable fuels summit in Altoona, Iowa, Trump called the renewable fuel
standard, which requires ethanol blending, “an important tool in the mission to achieve energy
independence.” He said he would “urge Congress to be cautious” in any attempt to change the
requirements. He also said that blend levels set in the law should be continued by EPA past 2022, the last
date with target volume levels set by the 2007 Energy Independence and Security Act.


Trump told ethanol backers at the conference he had been “with you from Day One.” Trump's closest
rival in the Iowa caucuses, Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas, at one time called for eliminating the renewable fuel
standard and later said he would phase it out in five years.


Oil Output to Drop, Renewable Generation to Rise in 2016
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Posted January 19, 2016, 4:27 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


U.S. oil production is expected to decrease in 2016, while renewable electricity generation is expected
to increase this year, Adam Sieminski, administrator of the Energy Information Administration, testified
before a Senate committee today.


Oil production, which averaged an estimated 9.4 million barrels a day in 2015, is expected to average
8.7 million barrels a day in 2016 and 8.5 million barrels a day in 2017, Sieminksi told the Energy and
Natural Resources Committee during a hearing on commodity prices and markets.


Factors leading to that decline include the lifting of oil trade sanctions on Iran, which is expected to
increase its daily oil production by 500,000 barrels to 3.2 million barrels a day by the end of 2016,
Sieminski said.


Former FBI Director Appointed as VW ‘Settlement Master'


Posted January 19, 2016, 1:08 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


A federal district court judge today formally appointed Robert S. Mueller III to serve as “settlement
master” in civil litigation against Volkswagen AG over the automaker's use of illegal defeat device
technology in its diesel engine vehicles.


Mueller, who served as director for the FBI from September 2001 through September 2013, will be in
charge of facilitating settlement discussions in lawsuits against the automaker, including hundreds of
lawsuits brought by owners of the affected diesel vehicles, which were programmed to pass federal
emissions tests despite emitting far more pollution than allowed under actual driving conditions.


U.S. District Judge Charles Breyer issued an order appointing Mueller, currently a partner at
WilmerHale in Washington, D.C., after receiving no objections from the parties involved in the litigation.
Breyer last week identified Mueller as being “uniquely qualified” to coordinate settlement talks based on
his extensive government and private practice experience.


HHS Official to Lead Response in Flint, Mich., Water Crisis


Posted January 19, 2016, 4:01 P.M. ET


By Pat Ware


The White House announced today that it is designating a senior Department of Health and Human
Services official to coordinate the federal response to the contaminated drinking water crisis in Flint,
Mich.


Nicole Lurie, HHS assistant secretary for preparedness and response, will be responsible for
coordinating the federal response to the crisis that unfolded when Flint's drinking water was found to be
contaminated with high lead levels and that high concentrations of the metal have been found in the blood
of many of the city's children. Lurie will be coordinating activities by HHS, the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Department of Housing and Urban Development and the Department of Agriculture, White
House Press Secretary Josh Earnest said in a briefing.


President Barack Obama over the weekend signed an emergency declaration that would allow the
federal government to give up to $5 million to manage contaminated drinking water in Flint, Earnest
said.


The White House said the declaration means emergency protective measures, limited to direct federal
assistance, will be provided at 75 percent federal funding that can be used to provide water, water filters,
water filter cartridges, water test kits and other necessary related items for up to 90 days.


N.Y. Expected to Consider Clean Energy Standard


Posted January 19, 2016, 1:17 P.M. ET


By Gerald B. Silverman


The New York State Public Service Commission (PSC) is expected to open a proceeding at its Thursday
meeting to consider Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo's (D) recent proposal to create a Clean Energy Standard
requiring that 50 percent of the state's energy come from renewable resources by 2030.
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The PSC is likely to roll the matter into one or more of the existing cases on its agenda, including
proceedings for a renewal portfolio standard, energy efficiency portfolio standard and a clean energy fund,
Matthew Schwall, a spokesman for the Independent Power Producers of New York (IPPNY), told Bloomberg
BNA. He said the PSC is also likely to release a white paper on the matter.


IPPNY has released a series of key principles to guide the Commission, including the expansion of
carbon emissions requirements to all sectors of the economy, use of free-market principles and an
emphasis on system reliability.


Cuomo called for the Clean Energy Standard in his State of the State message, as part of an
aggressive climate change agenda While the standard is currently included in the State Energy Plan,
Cuomo would like it formally adopted by the PSC.


Study Finds Rising Bat Mortality From Wind Farms


Posted January 19, 2016, 4:09 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


A study has found that wind turbines and white nose syndrome have greatly increased as causes of
mass mortalities among bats.


Worldwide since the start of 2000, wind turbines are responsible for about 35 percent of “multiple
mortality events” among bats, the same percentage as white nose syndrome, a devastating fungal disease
among bats, according to a study published yesterday in Mammal Review.


Prior to 2000, wind turbines accounted for only about 2 percent of mass mortalities worldwide, the
study said, and white nose syndrome had not yet been discovered.


For North America, the study did not provide a separation of the pre-2000 and 2000-2015 data. Over
the long term in North America, wind turbines have been responsible for about 31 percent of mass
mortalities among bats, while white nose syndrome has been responsible for 38.6 percent, the study
said.


U.S. Geological Survey scientists led the study, focused on events involving 10 or more bat deaths.


Energy Department to Fund Solar Energy Storage Projects


Posted January 19, 2016, 12:59 P.M. ET


By Brian Dabbs


The Energy Department unveiled plans today to fund six new integrated photovoltaics (PV) and energy
storage projects, led by utility companies and research institutions that use utility companies as key
partners, as part of its Grid Modernization Initiative (GMI).


The $18 million funding aims to boost U.S. solar energy storage in order to integrate that energy more
thoroughly into the nation’s electrical grid, the department said in a statement.


“The department’s six new integrated PV and energy storage projects will utilize smart inverters and
will work in conjunction with smart buildings, smart appliances and utility communication and control
systems,” the department said. “The solutions developed under this effort will enable the sustainable and
holistic integration of hundreds of gigawatts of additional solar energy onto the electric grid throughout the
United States.”


Exxon Mobil Asked About Climate Deal Impact


Posted January 19, 2016, 11:09 A.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


A group of Exxon Mobil investors representing more than $1 billion in shares is asking the company to
explain how its business could be affected by a recent international agreement on climate change.


The deal, reached in Paris in late 2015, “may significantly affect Exxon's operations,” said New York
State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli, who co-filed a shareholder resolution on the subject with the
Church of England.


“As shareholders, we want to know that Exxon is doing what is needed to prepare for a future with
lower carbon emissions,” DiNapoli, who manages the state's common retirement fund, said in a statement
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today. “The future success of the company, and its investors, requires Exxon to assess how it will perform
as the world changes.”


Doubling Renewables Would Boost World Economies, Report Says


Posted January 19, 2016, 3:41 P.M. ET


By Jenny David


Doubling the share of renewables in the global energy mix to 36 percent by 2030 would boost gross
domestic product by up to 1.1 percent—or $1.3 trillion—and create 15 million new jobs, according to a
new report by the International Renewable Energy Agency.


The report is the first global estimate of the macroeconomic benefits to result from a doubling of
renewable energy supply by 2030 over 2010 levels, as agreed to in Paris last month at the United Nations
global conference on climate change.


“The recent Paris Agreement sent a strong signal for countries to move from negotiation to action and
rapidly decarbonize the energy sector,” IRENA Director-General Adnan Amin told reporters this weekend at
the agency's annual assembly in Abu Dhabi. “This analysis provides compelling evidence that achieving the
needed energy transition would not only mitigate climate change, but also stimulate the economy, improve
human welfare and boost employment worldwide.”


Japan would experience the greatest jump in GDP at 2.3 percent, the report found. Growth in
Australia, Brazil, Germany, Mexico, South Africa and South Korea would also top 1 percent, it said.


Enforcement Key for Rule of Law, Justice's Cruden Says


Posted January 19, 2016, 12:57 P.M. ET


By Lars-Eric Hedberg


Enforcement is at the heart of the rule of law, said John Cruden, assistant attorney general for the
Justice Department's Environment and Natural Resources Division.


The rule of law is a system based on principles that all are accountable under the law; laws are fair
and just; process is clear; and tiers of fact are neutral and competent.


“We can have the best environmental laws, but they are meaningless without timely, effective and fair
enforcement,” Cruden said at the Rule of Law and the Environment: Rights, Resources, and Governance
symposium jointly presented by the Wilson Center and the University of South Carolina Rule of Law
Collaborative.


Cruden also said the rule of law can advance environmental justice, help protect species and land and
ensure the public is compensated for harm to the environment and natural resources.


European Commission Attempts to Defuse Vehicle Emissions Row


Posted January 19, 2016, 12:35 P.M. ET


By Stephen Gardner


The European Commission today said it would propose new rules on providing information about
vehicle air pollutant emissions to car buyers in an attempt to defuse opposition to a draft European Union
regulation that would relax standards on emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOx) from passenger cars.


Commission spokeswoman Lucia Caudet told Bloomberg BNA today that the commission would
propose this year to require the inclusion of the vehicle “conformity factor,” meaning the degree to which
the vehicle exceeds legally mandated NOx levels in tests, in documentation given to buyers of new
cars.


“The emission performance of a vehicle will therefore be fully transparent to the consumer,” Caudet
said. She was unable to provide information on the exact timing of the proposal.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Alternative Compliance Rule for Mercury,
Air Toxics Challenged by Utility Industry
A power plant industry group is asking a federal appeals court to
consider whether the Environmental Protection Agency complied
with Clean Air Act requirements when the agency established an
alternative method for compliance with mercury...


Air Pollution
Groups Appeal Court Decision Upholding
TVA Plan to Replace Coal-Fired Generators
The Kentucky Coal Association is appealing a federal district court
opinion upholding the Tennessee Valley Authority's decision to
replace two coal-fired power generators with a natural gas-fired
plant (Ky. Coal Ass'n v. TVA,...


Air Pollution
Koch-Owned Facility to Cease Stockpiling
Petcoke in Chicago After Denial of Variance
The city of Chicago won a major victory in its campaign to limit
particulate matter emissions from energy and distribution
companies handling petroleum coke and coal after KCBX Terminal
Corp. announced plans to cease stockpiling such material...


Air Pollution
MATS Proposal Resolved Delay Claim Against EPA
A proposal to make several technical changes to the
Environmental Protection Agency's 2012 mercury and air toxics
standards for power plants resolved a claim that the agency
unreasonably delayed action on a petition for reconsideration...


Air Pollution
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PM-2.5 Attainment Plan for L.A. Area
Gains Approval by California Regulators
California air quality officials have approved a revision to a plan to
bring the Los Angeles area into attainment with a 2006 standard
for fine particulates by the end of 2015, even though local
regulators have said the region is likely to miss...


Chemicals
Switchgrass-Bacteria Combination
Removes Nearly Half of PCBs, Study Finds
Researchers have found switchgrass can remove up to 40 percent
of polychlorinated biphenols (PCBs) from contaminated soils. That
percentage went up when certain bacteria were added....


Chesapeake Bay
Gov. Hogan's New Phosphorus Plan Studied
As Lawmakers Retain Legislative Option
Maryland farmers would have more flexibility in reducing
phosphorus runoff into the Chesapeake Bay under a modified
regulatory proposal unveiled by Gov. Larry Hogan (R) Feb. 23....


Chesapeake Bay
Virginia Considers Nutrient Permit for Sewage Plants
The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality is seeking
public comment before it proceeds with the development of a new
general permit for nutrient management at wastewater treatment
plants. DEQ said it would like comments on a variety...


Climate Regulation
Clean Power Plan Could Provide Impetus
For National Energy Efficiency Registry
A national registry for state energy efficiency programs would
bring about transparency and accountability as states look at
efficiency as a strategy to comply with the Clean Power Plan,
participants said Feb. 23 during a discussion at the...


Climate Regulation
McCarthy Seeks to Convince Governors
Of Merits of Proposed Clean Power Plan
States should approach the Environmental Protection Agency's
Clean Power Plan as an opportunity for flexible investments in the
best energy mixes for their states rather than pre-judge the
proposed rule as one that will harm their economies...


Drinking Water
House to Take Up Bill for EPA to Manage Algae Toxins
The House will consider, under suspension of rules, a bill Feb. 24
that would direct the Environmental Protection Agency to draw up
a plan to assess and manage risks posed by algae toxins to
drinking water supplies. Sponsored by Rep. Bob Latta...


Enforcement
Cargo Ship Engineer Gets Eight Months
For Role in Oily Discharge in Baltimore Port
The chief engineer of a Japanese cargo ship was sentenced to
eight months in prison and three years' probation for his
involvement in the discharge of oily waste into the Port of
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Baltimore and subsequent obstruction of justice (United States...


Environmental Reviews
Bridge Company's Challenge to Rival Span
In Detroit Won't Get Supreme Court Review
The Supreme Court won't review a federal appeals court ruling
that the Federal Highway Administration's violated no laws in
choosing the location for a planned bridge linking Detroit with
Windsor, Ontario (Detroit Int'l Bridge...


General Policy
Ernst Invites EPA's McCarthy to Iowa to Talk
About Waters Rule, Renewable Fuel Standard
Freshman Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa) has invited Environmental
Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy to her state for a
"first-hand" discussion of the renewable fuel standard and a
proposed Clean Water Act jurisdictional...


Great Lakes
Ontario Measure Introduced for Third Time
Would Help Protect Great Lakes Ecosystem
The Ontario government has introduced legislation meant to
improve the health of the Great Lakes–St. Lawrence River Basin
ecosystem....


Hazmat Transport
PHMSA to Hold HazMat Research Meeting in April
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Administration will hold a
hazmat transport research and development meeting April 16,
the agency recently announced. The office will present the results
of studies that have been finished recently,...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Officials to Assess Need for Fracking Rules
In EU to Help Prevent Environmental Damage
The European Commission told Bloomberg BNA Feb. 23 it will
assess by August whether to propose a law to help prevent
environmental damage from hydraulic fracturing for shale gas....


International Climate
IPCC Opens Nairobi Talks With Warning
Of Climate Change Impact on East Africa
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change reiterated a
warning Feb. 23 that East Africa could suffer more severe food
and water security issues because of climate change. The warning
comes on the eve of the latest round of talks in Nairobi....


Natural Gas
Senate Efforts to Block Coal Proposal
Imperil Surge in U.S. Natural Gas Demand
Action by Republicans in the U.S. Senate to block proposed
environmental regulations on coal risk curtailing demand for
natural gas, the fastest-growing fossil fuel....


Oceans
U.S. Shellfish Industry Threatened
As Acidification in Oceans Increases
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Increasingly acidic ocean conditions are threatening U.S. shellfish
populations, with the Pacific Northwest and Alaska expected to be
affected first, and the Northeast likely to be hit the hardest,
researchers said....


Oil & Gas
Keystone Bill Faces Veto Upon Arrival
At White House, Press Secretary Says
President Barack Obama will veto legislation to approve the
Keystone XL pipeline, White House Press Secretary Josh Earnest
said Feb. 23. ...


Oil & Gas
Shell Withdraws Plan for Alberta Oil Sands Mine
Royal Dutch Shell Plc has withdrawn an application to develop an
oil sands bitumen mine in northern Alberta to focus on existing
projects. Shell will continue to hold the Pierre River mining leases
and will reapply for regulatory approval "when...


Oil Spills
BP Appeals Ruling Setting Size of Gulf Spill;
U.S. Seeks to Prevent Piecemeal Approach
BP Plc asked U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit in New
Orleans to review a trial judge's ruling that 3.19 million barrels of
oil gushed into the Gulf of Mexico from the company's blown-out
well in 2010 (In Re: Oil Spill by the Oil...


Pesticides
14-Year Lapse in Pesticide Inspections
Found in North Dakota by EPA Audit
The Environmental Protection Agency has not been conducting
inspections of pesticide manufacturing facilities in North Dakota
for at least 14 years, according to an audit issued Feb. 23 by the
agency's inspector general....


Water Pollution
Federal Court Rejects Challenge to Lists
Of Impaired Waters Excluding Acidification
A federal district court has concluded the Environmental
Protection Agency did not violate the Clean Water Act in
approving lists of impaired waters in Oregon and Washington that
did not include portions of the ocean affected by acidification...


Water Pollution
Senate Committee Urged to Approve Bill
Setting National Ballast Water Standards
The Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee is
being urged by a coalition of shippers, ship builders, seafood
processors, port owners and port operators to approve legislation
establishing national standards to regulate...


SPECIAL REPORT


Energy
Facing Greenhouse Gas Reduction Goals,
Germany Weighs Future of Coal-Fired Plants
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As Germany faces the prospect of falling short on its ambitious
greenhouse gas reduction goals, officials are coming under
growing pressure to dismantle the country's high-polluting coal
power industry. ...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


FEBRUARY 23 FEDERAL REGISTER


FEBRUARY 24 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: Emissions from corn stover greater than those from gasoline -- DOE-ba
Date: Tuesday, April 22, 2014 7:34:53 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: Emissions from corn stover greater than those from gasoline -- DOE-
backed study | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: Producing biofuels from cornstalks, husks and other agricultural wastes will increase
greenhouse gas emissions compared to gasoline, according to a new Department of Energy-backed
study.
 
The study published yesterday in the journal Nature Climate Change estimated the effects of
removing corn crop residues from 128 million acres across 12 Corn Belt states. It found that total
annual emissions from producing biofuel out of those residues would be 7 percent higher than those
of gasoline averaged out over five years and above the regulatory threshold set by the federal
renewable fuel standard for cellulosic biofuel.
 
The study is backed by a $500,000 DOE grant and is likely to factor into the debates in Washington,
D.C., over the future of biofuels policy.
 
The research is already taking heat from the renewable fuels industry, which this year is set to open
the first U.S. facilities built to generate cellulosic biofuel from corn stover. The industry says that the
research was based on unrealistic assumptions about how much agricultural waste is to be
harvested and does not reflect what's actually happening on farm fields.
 
"The article says little about real world stover-to-ethanol fuel because it uses corn stover removal
rates far exceeding those used in the field," said Brooke Coleman, executive director of the
Advanced Ethanol Council, which represents the companies making cellulosic ethanol. "The analysis
also models a one-size-fits-all approach to managing soil carbon that, by definition, ignores how
farmers manage their land."
 
The model developed by University of Nebraska, Lincoln, assistant professor of agronomy and
horticulture Adam Liska found that harvesting corn stover that is currently left on fields decreases
soil organic carbon partly by increasing soil erosion by wind and water. Based on a harvest rate of
about 2.7 tons of stover per acre per year, Liska found that the emissions add an average of 50 to 70
grams of carbon dioxide per megajoule of biofuel.
 
Unless the lost carbon is mitigated by certain management practices, such as planting no-till cover
crops, corn-stover biofuels will likely not meet 60 percent reduction threshold used by U.S. EPA to
define cellulosic biofuels, the study found.
 
The states of Minnesota, Iowa and Wisconsin showed the highest net loss of carbon because they
have cooler temperatures and have more carbon in the soil. The emissions are not properly
characterized in EPA's life-cycle emissions, the study says.
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It also found that the rate of carbon emissions is constant no matter how much stover is taken off
the field.
 
"If this research is accurate, and nearly all evidence suggests so, then it should be known sooner
rather than later, as it will be shown by others to be true regardless," Liska said in a statement.
"Many others have come close recently to accurately quantifying this emission."
 
The major companies set to open cellulosic ethanol facilities this year, though, say they are planning
to harvest far less corn crop residue from farm fields than the rate used by the study.
 
POET-DSM Advanced Biofuels, a joint venture between the nation's largest ethanol producer and a
Dutch enzyme maker, is planning to collect only about a ton per acre, or less than a quarter, of the
residue left on cornfields each year after the fall harvest, according to Steve Hartig, the company's
general manager for licensing. POET-DSM plans to open a 20-million-gallon-a-year cellulosic biofuel
plant in northwest Iowa later this year and to collect stover from about 120,000 acres within a 30-
mile radius.
 
Previous research, including analyses from Iowa State University, the University of Illinois and
Argonne National Laboratory, has found that stover collection rates in the range of 20 to 30 percent
-- or leaving about 3 tons of stover on the field -- likely will not have negative sustainability impacts.
 
"I think the study is a theoretical thing," Hartig said in an interview this morning. "You could also take
all the stover off the field, you could take none of the stover off the field, and those are all maybe an
interesting thing to study from an agricultural point of view, but they have no basis to what we're
doing. And we're taking about 20 percent, and we're also consistently working with the farmers on
that."
 
DuPont's biofuels branch, which is also planning to open a 20-million-gallon-a-year plant in Iowa,
aims to take 160,000 to 170,000 acres of corn stover -- or 600,000 stacked bales -- to operate its
plant. Its harvest rate for stover is also about a ton per acre per year (Greenwire, Dec. 13, 2013).








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Dual Turning Point for Biofuels
Date: Tuesday, April 15, 2014 9:53:42 AM


News Headline: |  Dual Turning Point for Biofuels
 
Outlet Full Name: New York Times - Online, The
News Text: HUGOTON, Kan. — There is an old joke in the energy business that advanced biofuels are
the fuel of the future, and always will be.
 
A Spanish company, Abengoa Bioenergy, has bet $500 million on robbing that joke of its punch line.
In the middle of a cornfield here it is building a 38-acre Erector set of electrical cable and pipe that
will soon begin producing cellulosic ethanol, which it calls a low-polluting alternative to petroleum
products. This is just as the George W. Bush administration and Congress intended seven years ago
with legislation promoting energy independence.
 
But even as Abengoa and other companies prepare to produce significant amounts of cellulosic
ethanol, using corn stalks and wheat straw as opposed to corn itself, the appetite for such fuels
seems to be diminishing.
 
The market is saturated with ethanol from corn. The automobile and oil industries are resisting
efforts to increase the amount of ethanol blended into gasoline. And now the Environmental
Protection Agency is considering reducing the amount of advanced biofuels required for blending
into vehicle fuels this year by more than 40 percent below the original target in the Energy
Independence and Security Act of 2007. A final decision is due in June.
 
“It's very frustrating,” said Christopher Standlee, executive vice president of Abengoa. “The whole
purpose of the Renewable Fuel Standard was to encourage investment to create brand-new
technologies that would help the United States become more energy-independent and use cleaner
and more efficient fuels. We feel like we are just on the verge of doing that and now the E.P.A. is
talking about changing the rules.”
 
Other things have changed, too, since 2007. A boom in shale drilling has produced a sudden gush of
domestic oil. Increasingly efficient cars and a sluggish economy have cut demand for fuel. (In recent
weeks, ethanol prices spiked because of transportation problems in the Midwest. Gas stations in
several states ran out of gasoline because there was not enough ethanol to blend, but the problem
is considered temporary.)
 
And there is disagreement about the potential for biofuels. Several companies have failed to develop
commercial biofuels or have given up trying.
 
The energy act's goal of reaching 21 billion gallons of advanced biofuels by 2022 is now considered
virtually unreachable, even by biofuel enthusiasts. “It would take an enormous effort of deploying
capital and labor and engineering,” said Paul Winters, a spokesman for the Biotechnology Industry
Organization.
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Many energy experts remain skeptical about the new plants. “It's stuff being built, but that doesn't
mean they are cost-effective or at large enough scale to make a difference,” said Michael E. Webber,
deputy director of the Energy Institute at the University of Texas at Austin.
 
For years, the future of biofuels has been debated in Congress and at various federal agencies,
pitting oil companies and refiners against the biotech industry and farmers who grow corn. Oil
executives say corn ethanol and advanced biofuels are uneconomical. Biofuel producers say the oil
companies just want to squash a potential competitor. They insist they can compete as long as the
price of oil remains above $70 a barrel (it is now roughly $100) and gasoline stations offer higher
blends of ethanol.
 
A major obstacle for the biofuel industry is the “blend wall,” the current 10 percent limit on ethanol
at most gasoline stations. Some car companies warn that above that level, fuel could damage
engines in older vehicles. The Energy Department has disputed such concerns, and the E.P.A. has
approved use of 15 percent ethanol blends for cars manufactured after 2001. But gasoline stations
have been slow at installing the necessary equipment. And only a modest number of vehicles can
use E-85, a blend that is 85 percent ethanol.
 
But biofuel producers and lobbyists say the country needs more of their product. “Cellulosic biofuel
has the promise to deliver tens of billions of gallons of ethanol to the United States, but there needs
to be a market for that,” Brian Foody, president and chief executive of the Canadian biofuel
company Iogen, told reporters in a recent conference call by industry executives discussing the
impact of the E.P.A. proposal. “We believe it's critical for E.P.A. to create a segment or space in the
market for E-85 to grow and to set numbers that will provide incentives.”
 
Biofuel executives say that if the E.P.A. adopts the proposal, they would probably have to limit new
American investments and develop plants instead in Europe, China and South America.
 
More than $5.7 billion has already been invested in developing advanced biofuels as they have
progressed from laboratory tables to pilot and demonstration projects, and now to a handful of
commercial-scale plants, according to the Biotechnology Industry Organization. The group estimates
that it will take private investment of $95 billion or more over the next decade or so to scale up
commercial production to meet long-term congressional targets.
 
The biggest cellulosic ethanol plant is in Italy, and it produces 10 million gallons a year, roughly half
the capacity of the Abengoa plant here. A few tiny plants in the United States opened last year and
have had mixed success.
 
But this is the year biofuel production will finally lift off, industry executives say.
 
By the summer, the South Dakota-based ethanol producer Poet, in partnership with the Dutch
company Royal DSM, will complete the start-up of its Emmetsburg, Iowa, plant, which is projected to
produce up to 25 million gallons a year making use of corn cobs, husks and leaves. Within the next
year, DuPont is expected to complete the biggest of the three plants — a $225 million plant near







Nevada, Iowa, with a capacity of, 30 million gallons a year, that will make ethanol from corn waste.
 
But Abengoa, which received a $134 million loan guarantee from the Energy Department, will be
first out of the gate, its plant beginning full operations by early May. The company plans to produce
25 million gallons of biofuel a year at the plant here and has already started a 21-megawatt
electricity plant at the site powered by biomass.
 
Abengoa has developed a proprietary enzyme to mix with corn stalks and wheat straw to produce
sugars that will then be fermented and distilled to produce cellulosic ethanol. That more efficient
process can increase yields and decrease costs. Over the last four years, Abengoa has improved
yields from 55 gallons of ethanol per ton of biomass to 80 gallons per ton.
 
What is more, because cellulosic ethanol relies on the waste products of corn rather than corn itself,
it does not raise demand for corn or raise corn prices.
 
The plant here has seven giant steel tanks capable of storing a million gallons each of feedstocks and
products, and three railroad spurs can accommodate 100 rail cars loading and transporting ethanol
to blending facilities.
 
The industrial process would be familiar to any brewer — one of the tanks here is even called the
beer well — except perhaps for all the recycling that is done. Any excess water will be used to
irrigate the adjoining 400-acre corn farm that Abengoa runs. The boiler at the electricity plant is
fueled by biomass byproducts from the extraction of the alcohol. Excess electricity will be sold to
local utilities, and residue from burning biomass will be sold to local governments for construction of
roads.
 
“We are very bullish on the whole idea,” Mr. Standlee said. “And that's why we are moving forward.”
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July of this year, the National
Conference on Weights and
Measures returned to the City of
Brotherly Love for its 100th annual
meeting. PEI's J. Rex Brown gives a
detailed report on a few uniform
standards that were changed—and
even more that weren't. 


Isobutanol Compatibility:
What the Research Shows
 
Three years ago, the PEI Journal first
explored the benefits of renewable
isobutanol and the possible
contribution it could make to the
transportation fuel future envisioned
by the Renewable Fuel Standard
(RFS). Three years later, the results
of that research are in. 
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Compressor Stations May Be Permitted
Individually Under Clean Air Act, Court Rules
Eight compressor stations operated by a Pennsylvania company
may be permitted individually as minor air contamination sources
instead of aggregated as a major source subject to stricter
requirements under the Clean Air Act, a federal district...


Air Pollution
EPA Claim on Meeting Air Toxics Obligations
Would Prove Unlawful, Sierra Club Alleges
The Environmental Protection Agency's claim that it has met its
obligations to set emissions standards covering seven hazardous
air pollutants is unlawful because the agency hasn't set standards
for individual pollutants, according...


Air Pollution
Fine Particulate Plans Subject of Citizen Suit
The Center for Biological Diversity filed a lawsuit alleging the
Environmental Protection Agency failed to issue federal
implementation plans for fine particulate matter standards for
Iowa, Washington and Puerto Rico (Ctr. for Biological...


Chemicals
ASTM Guide on Alternative Assessment
Aims to Tailor Decisions to Business Context
An ASTM International committee is developing a guide to help
companies tailor alternative chemical assessments to business
decisions they are accustomed to making....


Chemicals
Chemical Companies Seek Permanent Tax Credit
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Small- and medium-sized chemical manufacturers anticipate their
introduction of new chemicals to be the primary way they will
grow their businesses in 2015, according to survey results
released Feb. 24 by the Society of Chemical Manufacturers...


Chemicals
EU Chemicals Agency Publishes Data Sharing
Guidance for Biocidal Product Suppliers
The European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) published provisional
guidance on data sharing for companies seeking European Union
authorizations and approvals for biocidal substances and
products....


Chemicals
Proposed Rule in Vermont Would Require
Disclosure of Toxics in Children's Products
Vermont health officials are seeking comment on a proposed rule
that would establish requirements for the disclosure and reporting
of toxic substances that are intentionally added to, or found to be
present in, children's products for...


Climate Change
Costs, Benefits of Climate Change
A Problem of Timing, Officials Say
Climate change is a "difficult" and "wicked" problem because of
the difference in timing between its costs and benefits, the
second-highest-ranking official at the Environmental Protection
Agency said Feb. 24....


Climate Change
Van Hollen Bill Would Require Oil, Gas,
Coal Sector to Purchase Carbon Permits
The oil, coal and natural gas sector would need to purchase
carbon permits for each ton of greenhouse gases they emit, with
all revenue returned to U.S. households, under a bill introduced
Feb. 24 by Rep. Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.)....


Climate Science
House, Senate Launch Investigations Into
Funding Sources for Climate Change Skeptics
Two congressional Democrats have launched investigations into
which groups fund the small group of researchers who reject the
scientific consensus that human activity significantly contributes
to climate change. ...


Drinking Water
House Passes Bill Directing EPA Write Plan
To Manage Algae Toxins in Water Supplies
The Environmental Protection Agency would have to draw up a
science-based plan to tackle algae toxins in drinking water
supplies, under a bill passed Feb. 24 by the House in a 375-37
vote....


Emissions Trading
California Court Upholds Offset Rules
In State's Cap-and-Trade Program
A California appellate court has upheld the carbon offset rules in
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the state's greenhouse gas emissions cap-and-trade program
(Our Children's Earth Found. v. California Air Res. Bd., Cal. Ct.
App., No. A138830, 2/23/15)....


Emissions Trading
Carbon Allowance Price Averages $5.22
In RGGI Secondary Market for Fourth Quarter
The average price in the secondary market for Regional
Greenhouse Gas Initiative carbon allowances was $5.22 in the
fourth quarter of 2014, continuing the recent upward trend in
RGGI allowance prices, according to a report released Feb. 24....


Emissions Trading
EU Lawmakers Provisionally Approve Trading
Fix, Triggering Member State Negotiations
A proposed mechanism to even out the European Union's carbon
price by preventing the buildup of large surpluses of emission
allowances should begin to operate from Dec. 31, 2018,
according to a vote of the European Parliament environment...


Energy Efficiency
Portman Seeks Vote on Mini Efficiency Bill
After President Vetoes Keystone Legislation
A slimmed-down energy efficiency bill that had been approved as
an amendment to Keystone legislation in the Senate has been
introduced as a standalone bill....


Energy
White House Energy Review to Include
Crude-by-Rail Recommendations, DOE Says
A broad interagency assessment of national energy policy being
conducted by the Obama administration will include
recommendations related to improving crude-by-rail safety, a
senior Energy Department official said Feb. 24. ...


Enforcement
Exxon Mobil Seeks Reconsideration
Of $1 Million Fine After Yellowstone Spill
Exxon Mobil Pipeline Co. has filed a petition for reconsideration of
a $1 million penalty the Transportation Department imposed upon
it after a 63,000-gallon crude oil spill in the Yellowstone River in
2011 (CPF No. 5-2013-5007). ...


Environmental Reviews
Environmental Quality Act Review Not
Required for Emergency Projects, Court Says
A state appeals court ruled that completed emergency projects
are exempt from post-completion review under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CREED-21 v. City of San Diego, Cal.
Ct. App., No. D064186, 2/18/15). ...


Hazmat Transport
CSX Derailment Probe Unlikely to Alter
Crude-by-Rail Debate, May Expedite Rule
Federal railroad and hazmat safety officials can begin
investigating what caused or contributed to the recent West
Virginia derailment of a train carrying crude oil, as well as
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determining what enforcement actions are warranted, the
Transportation...


Hazmat Transport
FedEx Appeals Ruling on Federal HazMat Law Venue
A FedEx subsidiary appealed Feb. 23 a district court ruling that
pushed arguments over applicability of state versus federal
hazardous materials transport laws into the California state court
venue (FedEx Ground Package Sys. Inc. v. Ingenito,...


Hazmat Transport
Heitkamp Reintroduces Crude Oil
Rail Transport Emergency Response Bill
Legislation to ensure emergency responders have adequate
resources and training to respond to derailments of trains
carrying crude oil and other flammable liquids was reintroduced
Feb. 24 by Sen. Heidi Heitkamp (D-N.D.). ...


Hazmat Transport
PHMSA Wants Global Radioactive Transport Input
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration is
soliciting proposals on what needs to be changed in international
radioactive material transport standards, an agency official
announced at a Feb. 24 PHMSA meeting. The proposals...


Hazmat Transport
Shell Refinery Modifications to Accommodate
Crude-by-Rail Need EIS, County Official Finds
Washington state environmental activists prevailed Feb. 23 in
their first challenge to what they say amounts to government
rubber-stamping of plans to build crude-by-rail infrastructure at
the state's five refineries....


International Climate
Canada's Northwest Territories Eyes Major
Road Building to Counter Melting Permafrost
With climate change expected to melt permafrost and
compromise winter ice roads, Canada's Northwest Territories
needs to invest heavily in shoring up major seasonal
transportation and commercial routes over the next 25 years,
territorial...


International Climate
International Panel on Climate Change Leader
Resigns Amid Sexual Misconduct Charges
Rajendra Pachauri, the longtime chairman of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, resigned Feb. 24
amid sexual misconduct allegations....


International Climate
U.S. May Hit Greenhouse Gas Emissions Cut
Target Sooner Than 2025, Kerry Says
The U.S. may be able to cut its greenhouse gas emissions by 26
percent to 28 percent before its pledged deadline of 2025,
Secretary of State John Kerry told a Senate committee Feb. 24....


Natural Gas
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Environmental Claim Against Ex-Im Bank
Natural Gas Projects Allowed to Proceed
The portion of a lawsuit challenging the Export-Import Bank's
financing of two natural gas projects in Australia on grounds that
it violated the Endangered Species Act will be allowed to move
forward, the U.S. District Court for the Northern...


Oil & Gas
Administration Strategies on Energy Draw
Fire of Murkowski, Praise by Democrats
The Obama administration "is actively impeding many of the best
economic opportunities in the West," Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-
Alaska), chairman of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, said Feb. 24....


Oil & Gas
Cameron LNG Requests to Initiate Pre-Filing
With FERC for Expansion Project in Louisiana
Cameron LNG LLC has requested the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission initiate the National Environmental Policy Act pre-
filing review of the company's proposed expansion project in
Louisiana, the company said in a request filed...


Oil & Gas
Obama Vetoes Keystone XL Pipeline Bill;
Senate Republicans Plan Override Vote
President Barack Obama vetoed legislation Feb. 24 that would
authorize the Keystone XL pipeline, saying the bill "earned my
veto" because it would circumvent the role of the executive
branch in ensuring the cross-border project...


Oil & Gas
Terrorism Alert: Inside Big Oil’s
Fight for Keystone XL Pipeline
The intelligence was alarming: homegrown extremists were said
to be targeting the Keystone XL pipeline....


Pesticides
More Efficacy Studies of Neonics on Tap, EPA Says
The Environmental Protection Agency is continuing to research
the efficacy of neonicotinoid pesticides as it re-evaluates the
registrations of these controversial chemicals, according to an
EPA pesticide regulator. Tom Moriarty, a team...


Recycling
EU Environment Chief Indicates Proposed 
2030 Waste Targets Could Be Reviewed
The European Union's top environment official Feb. 24 indicated
for the first time that a controversial plan to withdraw and
resubmit a package of proposals that will determine the bloc's
waste management strategy through 2030 could...


Recycling
Plastic Film Recycling Rises 11 Percent,
While Rigid Plastics Rate Drops Slightly
Recycling of plastic wraps, bags and films surged in 2013 to a
reported 1.14 billion pounds, the largest amount recorded since
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measurement began, according to a report released Feb. 24 by
the American Chemistry Council. ...


Renewable Energy
Nearly 500 MW Installed Capacity Wind
Power Came Online in January, FERC Says
New electricity generation that came into service in January
included 470 megawatts (MW) of installed capacity of wind
generation, 90 MW of natural gas, and 70 MW of solar generation,
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission said in its monthly...


Risk Assessment
Canada Designates Fuel Oil No. 2 as Toxic, 
Says 28 Pharmaceutical Substances Are Not
Environment Canada issued a final decision Feb. 21 concluding
that home heating substance Fuel Oil No. 2 is toxic and a draft
risk management document proposing the substance be subject
to regulatory requirements in the Environmental Emergency...


Science Policy
House, Senate Introduce Two Bills Aimed
At Boosting EPA Scientific Transparency
Senate and House lawmakers unveiled two bills Feb. 24 that they
say will improve scientific transparency in the Environmental
Protection Agency's rulemaking process and modernize the role of
the agency's scientific advisory panel....


Solid Waste
Plastic Bag Ban Suspended in California
As Overturn Measure Qualifies for Ballot
California suspended its statewide ban on single-use plastic
shopping bags until next year after a referendum to overturn it
qualified for the November 2016 ballot....


Superfund
Company to Get Government Records
In Effort to Show CERCLA Case Time-Barred
The government must disclose its Superfund site activity records
to a railroad company seeking to establish that the cost recovery
action filed against it is time-barred because it stems from a
remedial action, a federal court in Massachusetts...


Superfund
Superfund Counterclaim Constitutes Lawsuit,
Triggers Insurance Company's Duty to Defend
A Superfund counterclaim triggers an insurer's duty to defend
because the claim is viable as an independent lawsuit under state
law, a federal court in California ruled Feb. 23 (Haskins v.
Employers Insurance of Wassau, 2015 BL 22324,...


Vehicle Fuels
European Parliament Committee
Backs Cap on Crop-Based Biofuels
A European Parliament committee approved a controversial plan
to limit crop-based biofuels and account for their environmental
impact, including on climate change, in a vote that establishes
the European Union lawmaking body's negotiating...
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Vehicle Fuels
Sen. Flake to Use Spending Bill to Block
Ethanol Mandate as Senate Eyes Revision
Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) will seek to roll back the renewable fuel
standard and its ethanol mandate by attaching language to the
Environmental Protection Agency’s fiscal 2016 spending bill, he
told Bloomberg BNA....


Water Pollution
Ohio Couple Appealing Decision 
Over State NPDES Issuing Authority
An Ohio couple is appealing a district court decision refusing to
block the Ohio Department of Agriculture from issuing Clean
Water Act discharge permits for animal feedlots (Askins v. Ohio
Dept. of Agric., 6th Cir., No. 15-03147, , 2/24/15)....


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


FEBRUARY 24 FEDERAL REGISTER


FEBRUARY 25 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: Industry group says EPA proposal will increase GHG emissions
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 7:28:44 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: Industry group says EPA proposal will increase GHG emissions | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: The Biotechnology Industry Organization today warned that a proposal by the Obama
administration to lower federal biofuel targets this year will result in higher greenhouse gas
emissions.
 
If U.S. EPA lowers the renewable fuel standard this year, the agency will be responsible for a net
increase equivalent to putting 5.9 million cars on the road, the industry group said. EPA's proposed
rule released in November calls for the first-ever reductions in the amount of conventional, corn-
based ethanol and advanced biofuels that refiners must blend into gasoline.
 
"The Obama administration's proposal for the 2014 Renewable Fuel Standard could reverse progress
on one of the central goals of the law -- reducing climate-changing emissions from the U.S.
transportation sector," Brent Erickson, executive vice president of BIO's industry and environmental
section and lead author of the report, said in a statement.
 
BIO's results were published today in the journal Industrial Biotechnology. BIO has previously raised
concerns about the proposal's potential impacts on greenhouse gas emissions (ClimateWire, Dec. 5,
2013).
 
EPA's proposed rule would require refiners this year to blend 15.21 billion gallons of renewable fuels
into petroleum-based fuels -- lower than the 18.15 billion gallons that Congress anticipated when it
wrote the RFS into statute in 2007. The agency is sifting through thousands of public comments and
is aiming to issue a final rule in late spring.
 
According to BIO, the proposal would cause the United States to emit 6.6 million more metric tons of
carbon dioxide equivalent this year than in 2013. The increase would come because decreased
biofuel use would boost the use of petroleum fuels, BIO said.
 
By 2022, greenhouse gas emissions would be more than 1 billion metric tons of carbon dioxide
equivalent higher than the emissions that would occur under the levels set by the 2007 renewable
fuel standard, BIO found.
 
"Reducing biofuel use in 2014 -- while transportation fuel use is projected to increase -- would
undeniably increase carbon emissions," Erickson said.
 
BIO based the research on the Greenhouse Gases, Regulated Emissions and Energy Use in
Transportation (GREET) model created by the Argonne National Laboratory. Through that model,
researchers have found that corn ethanol reduces greenhouse gas emissions by about 30 percent
compared to petroleum-based fuel.
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Ethanol's contribution to greenhouse gas emissions remains a hotly contested subject, though, with
environmentalists arguing that ethanol's benefits are overstated. A Department of Energy-backed
study last fall found that current life-cycle analyses do not capture the full greenhouse gas impacts
of ethanol (Greenwire, Sept. 26, 2013).
 
By definition in the renewable fuel standard, advanced biofuels that are not made from corn reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by at least 50 percent compared to petroleum-based fuel.
 
 
Return to Top








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: E.P.A. Postpones Setting Standards for Biofuel Blends
Date: Monday, November 24, 2014 8:52:52 AM


News Headline: E.P.A. Postpones Setting Standards for Biofuel Blends |
 
Outlet Full Name: New York Times, The
News Text: The Environmental Protection Agency quietly announced on Friday that, after much
delay, it had been unable to decide this year on a rule setting levels for the amount of biofuel it
would require to be blended into conventional vehicle fuels.
 
Because of the delay, a spokeswoman said in a statement, the agency will not take up the rule,
known as the Renewable Fuel Standard, until next year, when it seeks to set levels for 2015 and
2016.
 
A notice posted on the E.P.A. website said that the agency's proposal, released last year, to reduce
biofuel targets had ''generated significant comment and controversy,'' especially over how the
biofuel targets should be set and whether it would be effective in, ''achieving the volumes of
renewable fuel targeted by the statute.'' Given continued consideration of those issues, the notice
said, the agency would not reach a decision this year.
 
The notice also said the agency would adjust reporting requirements so refiners could comply
retroactively.
 
The decision not to decide is the latest setback in a long line of economic, legal and logistical hurdles
the agency has faced since it started requiring increasing levels of ethanol to be incorporated into
vehicle fuel under energy laws passed in 2005 and 2007. Much has changed since then, when
American dependence on foreign oil was high, and so were prices.
 
Now, however, the country is awash in domestic oil from shale drilling, while more efficient cars and
an anemic economy have cut demand. The market is saturated with regular corn ethanol, while
production of cellulosic, or so-called advanced, biofuel -- made from nonfood parts of corn plants or
other biomass like wood waste -- has fallen short of what the mandate requires refiners to use.
 
''A lot of the motivation for biofuels is gone,'' said Michael E. Webber, deputy director of the Energy
Institute at the University of Texas at Austin. ''I think this delay is not just a stall tactic. I think the
E.P.A. really doesn't know what to do. They need to kind of give it another year to figure out, 'Well
does this biofuels policy make sense anymore?'''
 
On Friday, supporters and opponents of increased biofuel production expressed a rare consensus
that the E.P.A.'s move was a punt and that the rule needed to be fixed, whether they were in favor
of revision or repeal.
 
Michael McAdams, president of the Advanced Biofuels Association, a trade group, said, ''We're still
in suspended animation, and the uncertainty is just kicked down the road.''
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Jeff Lautt, the chief executive of Poet, a corn ethanol producer that recently opened a cellulosic
plant, said through a spokesman that the company was ''pleased the administration did not finalize
the flawed proposed rule'' but was unsure if officials would avoid provisions that could stifle
advanced biofuel development going forward.
 
Others said that this latest wrinkle was a clear signal that Congress should revisit the law.
 
''It's not a good signal that they can't get this done,'' said Mike Lavender, a policy analyst at the
Environmental Working Group, an advocacy organization that is in favor of biofuels but is critical of
corn ethanol. ''The only real option at this point is in 2015 for Congress to take up the reins and take
a serious look at reform.''
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NEWS


Climate Change
Existing Power Plants Could Reduce
Emissions 27 Percent by 2020, Study Says
Increasing electricity generation from the existing fleet of natural
gas-fired power plants and displacing coal capacity could reduce
greenhouse gas emissions from the power sector by 27 percent
from 2005 levels by 2020, the Clean Air Task...


Climate Change
Passing U.S. Climate Bill May Be Key
To Getting 2015 Global Accord, Markey Says
Congress needs to pass a climate bill over the next two years to
help cement U.S. leadership on the issue that could be critical to
getting a global climate accord signed in Paris in 2015, Sen. Ed
Markey (D-Mass.) said Feb. 27....


Climate Change
Report Gives ‘Plain English Answers'
To Common Questions on Climate Science
Scientists from the U.S. and U.K. released a report Feb. 27 that
provides "plain English answers" to common questions about
climate change science. ...


Climate Change
Review of Carbon Cost Figure Wasn't
Transparent, Industries Tell White House
The models used by a federal interagency working group to
determine the value regulators will use to determine the cost of
carbon dioxide emissions hasn't been adequately peer reviewed,
several industry groups told the White House....


Congress
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CORRECTION
An article in the Feb. 27 report about chairmanships in the Senate
Committee on Environment and Public Works incorrectly identified
the state Sen. Tom Udall (D-N.M.) represents. He is from New
Mexico. The online version has been corrected...


Congress
Pelosi Endorses Eshoo for Top Democrat
On House Energy and Commerce Committee
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) endorsed Rep.
Anna Eshoo (D-Calif.) to be the next top Democrat on the House
Energy and Commerce Committee, according to a "dear
colleague" letter that circulated Feb. 27. ...


Drinking Water
Federal Court Rules for Gasoline Companies
In Multi-District New Jersey MTBE Litigation
A federal judge ruled in favor of two petroleum companies in
separate cases that are part of a consolidated multi-district
litigation relating to actual or threatened groundwater
contamination from the additive methyl tertiary butyl ether...


Endangered Species
Obama Administration Exploring Strategies
Of Compensation for Species Habitat Harm
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, looking for ways to increase
flexibility in protecting endangered species, is exploring ideas for
allowing landowners to compensate for impacts of development in
one location by contributing to improvements...


Energy
Bill Called ‘Essential’ for Advancing Wave,
Tidal Energy Industry, Senate Panel Told
The director of a federally funded research center urged a Senate
subcommittee Feb. 27 to approve a bill that is "essential" for
creating an industry for wave and tidal energy in the U.S....


Energy
Interior Issues Final Programmatic Review
For Seismic Testing Off Atlantic Coast
The Interior Department issued a final programmatic
environmental review that should allow the oil and gas industry to
begin seismic testing off the Atlantic Coast in a matter of
months....


Energy
Landrieu Backs Newly Introduced
Version of Senate Energy Efficiency Bill
A revamped energy efficiency bill introduced in the Senate on
Feb. 27 counts the chairwoman of the Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee, Sen. Mary Landrieu (D-La.), among its
sponsors....


Energy
Report: Some Renewable Energy Groups
May Have Double-Dipped on Tax Credits
Wind and solar energy companies may have benefited from more
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than one allowable tax credit under the Recovery Act due to
inadequate Internal Revenue Service controls, the Treasury
Inspector General for Tax Administration said in a report....


Energy
Senate Vote Unanimous to Confirm Nominee
For Interior Department Deputy Secretary
The Senate voted unanimously Feb. 27 to approve the nomination
of Michael Connor to be deputy secretary of the Interior
Department, a position in which he will work on energy issues
such as hydraulic fracturing on public lands and offshore oil...


Enforcement
District Court Rejects Suit Against Luminant
Over Emissions During Startup, Shutdown
Energy Future Holdings Corp. and its Luminant Generation unit,
the largest power generator in Texas, won a ruling in a lawsuit
that accused it of violating the Clean Air Act during periods of
maintenance, startup and shutdown at its Big Brown...


Enforcement
Shell Oil to Pay Massachusetts $4 Million
To Settle Cleanup Reimbursement Claims
Shell Oil Co. has agreed to pay $4 million to Massachusetts to
settle claims that it received reimbursement payments from the
state's Underground Storage Tank (UST) Petroleum Product
Cleanup Fund for the cleanup of more than 100 gasoline...


EPA
Perciasepe Faults EPA Inspector General
For ‘Lack of Context’ in Fraud Investigation
The Environmental Protection Agency deputy administrator Feb.
27 faulted the agency's inspector general for omitting crucial
context in a fraud investigation, omissions he said led to improper
conclusions that agency employees obstructed...


Hazmat Transport
Senate Panel Reschedules Rail Safety Hearing
A Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation subcommittee
will hold a hearing March 6 on enhancing rail safety, including the
safety of transporting crude oil and other petroleum products by
rail. The hearing by the Subcommittee on Surface...


Mining
Western Canadian Gold, Copper Mine
Again Denied Environmental Approval
Canada has rejected Taseko Mines' proposed New Prosperity
copper and gold mine project in British Columbia, finding that it
would likely cause significant adverse environmental effects that
couldn't be mitigated, Canada's...


Oceans
Advocates Petition EPA to Ban Discharge
Of Fracking Wastewater Off California Coast
The Center for Biological Diversity petitioned the Environmental
Protection Agency on Feb. 26 to ban oil and gas companies from
discharging fluids used for hydraulic fracturing directly into the
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waters off the Southern California coast....


Pesticides
Canada Finalizes Changes to Process
Regulating Importation of Pesticides
Health Canada on Feb. 26 published finalized amendments to its
Pest Control Products Regulations intended to tighten its control
of the importation of unregistered pesticide products and better
mitigate health and environmental risks...


Pesticides
EPA Collected $42 Million in Fees
From Pesticide Registrants in Fiscal 2013
The Environmental Protection Agency collected approximately $42
million in pesticide registration and maintenance fees from
pesticide registrants in fiscal year 2013, according to a report
released by the agency Feb. 26....


Recycling
GSA Poised to Propose Rule to Require
Agencies to Submit Data on Electronics
The General Services Administration is set to propose a rule the
week of March 3 that would require federal agencies to submit
data for all disposed electronics, a government official told a
Senate hearing Feb. 27....


Regulatory Policy
House Passes Bill to Cut Regulatory Burdens,
Require Agency Analysis of Indirect Costs
The House passed a four-bill deregulatory package Feb. 27 by a
vote of 236-179 that calls for agencies to weigh the indirect costs
of their rules and that would require the White House to provide
six month’s notice of regulations....


Regulatory Policy
President Advised to Veto Unfunded
Mandates Legislation if Passed by Congress
The Office of Management and Budget said Feb. 27 that President
Barack Obama's advisers would recommend he veto the
Unfunded Mandates Information and Transparency Act (H.R. 899)
if it were to reach his desk....


Security
DHS Strongly Supports Multi-Year
Chemical Security Program Reauthorization
Officials from the Homeland Security Department strongly
endorsed a permanent, multi-year extension of the agency's
chemical security program currently under consideration by the
House. ...


Toxic Substances
Appeal of Fine Against Elementis Turns
On Report's Relevance, Statute of Limitations
A six-year delay by Elementis Chromium Inc. in releasing a report
on cancer risks was a continuing violation of the Toxic Substances
Control Act, so a $2.57 million fine is not barred by the statute of
limitations, the Environmental Protection...
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Toxic Substances
EPA Analyzing Two Perfluorinated Chemicals;
IARC Seeks Carcinogenicity Data by May
The Environmental Protection Agency will release on Feb. 28 draft
documents assessing the health effects of perfluorooctanoic acid
(PFOA) and perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS). ...


Toxic Substances
Shimkus Releases Draft TSCA Reform Bill;
EPA Authority, State Preemption Addressed
Rep. John Shimkus (R-Ill.) released a discussion draft Feb. 27 of
legislation to modernize the Toxic Substances Control Act, a bill
that would direct the Environmental Protection Agency to
evaluate the safety of chemicals in commerce and...


Toxic Substances
Wal-Mart Tells Product Suppliers How
To Conform With Safer Chemicals Policy
Wal-Mart Stores Inc. released guidance Feb. 27 on how its
suppliers of consumables, health and wellness products must
comply with a sustainable chemistry policy announced in
September 2013....


Trade
Canada Outlines Steps to Comply
With WTO Ruling on Green Energy Program
Canada has outlined steps taken by authorities in Ontario to
comply with a World Trade Organization ruling striking down local
content requirements in the province's green energy program....


Water Resources
California Legislature Approves Bill
To Provide $687 Million for Drought Relief
California lawmakers approved a $687 million emergency drought
relief package Feb. 27 that Gov. Jerry Brown (D) and legislative
leaders proposed a week earlier. ...


Water Resources
Conference Leaders Say Talks on Water Bill
Are Productive, Final Report Still Weeks Away
The four main leaders of the water resources legislative
conference on the Water Resources Reform and Development Act
held a productive meeting Feb. 26 where they resolved a number
of items, but a final agreement remains weeks away. ...


Water Resources
Tax Reform Discussion Draft Includes Fee
Increase to Support Inland Waterway Fund
The discussion draft for tax reform released Feb. 26 by Rep. Dave
Camp (R-Mich.), chairman of the House Ways and Means
Committee, includes an increase of 6 cents per gallon in the user
fee that supports the Inland Waterways Trust Fund....


CALENDAR
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: Obama admin stands by ethanol as RFS debate heats up
Date: Thursday, September 12, 2013 7:45:04 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: Obama admin stands by ethanol as RFS debate heats up | 


Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: The Obama administration today vowed to continue supporting renewable fuels against
attacks from the oil industry as Congress returns to debate the federal biofuel mandate. 


In a speech to ethanol producers, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said President Obama was strongly
behind the industry and would oppose congressional action to change the renewable fuel standard (RFS).
He chastised oil companies for putting up roadblocks to distributing more ethanol into the marketplace
and said he was frustrated over the arguments against biofuels. 


"There's no need for Congress to intervene with this," Vilsack said. "There's no need for Congress to try
to rewrite this renewable fuel standard. They got it right the first time." 


The 2007 RFS requires that refiners blend 36 billion gallons of biofuels into the nation's motor fuel supply
a year by 2022. More than half that amount, or 21 billion gallons, is required to come from next-
generation fuels that do not use corn starch as a feedstock. 


The standard has been under pressure from the oil industry, livestock groups and environmentalists since
last year, when drought drove the price of corn through the roof and U.S. EPA gave final approval for a
higher blend of ethanol to be sold and used in cars. Detractors say that increased ethanol use under the
standard is displacing land that could be grown for food production and that higher blends, such as the
15-percent-ethanol-and-85-percent gasoline that EPA approved, could cause engine damage in popular
cars. 


Oil groups also warn that the standard is forcing them to breach the "blend wall," or the technically
feasible limit of ethanol that can be blended in today's fueling infrastructure. 


Before the five-week congressional recess, the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Energy
and Power held three hearings on the standard that drew stakeholders from all sides of the debate,
including biofuel backers who argued that the RFS is reducing U.S. reliance on foreign oil and decreasing
greenhouse gas emissions. 


Vilsack -- a former governor of Iowa, the nation's top ethanol producer -- slammed RFS detractors, saving
his harshest criticism for the oil industry. He accused oil companies of wanting the biofuel manufacturers
to fail so that they could buy up ethanol plants. 


"The reality is, the petroleum industry needs octane, and they understand and appreciate the value of
ethanol in terms of providing octane," Vilsack said, referring to the standard rating of the performance of a
fuel. 


"That leads me to believe, and this is something that is a personal opinion ... I think the industry
understands the importance of ethanol, they understand the importance of renewable energy, and what
they would really like to have happen is for this industry not to succeed so all those production facilities
can be made available for 10 cents on the dollar." 


The oil industry and other RFS opponents, he said, were actively putting up roadblocks by trying to halt
the Agriculture Department from funding the installation of gas station pumps capable of blending higher
levels of ethanol in gasoline. 


"I don't think it's unusual that those who oppose this industry are making it very difficult for the USDA to
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continue to provide financial support for blender pumps and for distribution systems," Vilsack said. "They
don't want those distribution systems because they know if those distribution systems are there, people
will use them. And more ethanol and more renewable fuel will be sold. And that's a competition issue." 
RFS lobbying revs up 


Although Syria is front and center as lawmakers return to Washington, D.C., this week, the debate over
the RFS is nonetheless ramping up behind the scenes. 


Lawmakers have been back in session for barely a day, and already biofuels supporters are roaming
Capitol Hill knocking on their doors to urge them to leave the RFS in place amid pressure from the oil
industry to repeal it. A select group of House Energy and Commerce Committee members continues to
work on drafting legislation to amend the mandate, committee spokeswoman Charlotte Baker said
yesterday, while the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee is gearing up to hold a hearing of
its own in the fall. 


House Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-Va.) is pushing to include an RFS bill this fall on a larger must-pass
piece of legislation to address the debt, according to those close to the debate. It's unclear yet, though,
whether such a tactic will get support in the House. 


Bob Greco, the American Petroleum Institute's director of downstream activities and the group's point
person for renewable fuels issues, yesterday expressed confidence that reform efforts were progressing. 


"We've actually seen more interest in addressing the RFS," Greco said. "We've increased contacts to
members of Congress and the administration, and we think the White House and Congress is getting the
message." 


Biofuels industry supporters of the RFS, though, say their position is strengthened by several factors that
played out over the August congressional recess. 


Over the recess, both the price of corn and the price of renewable fuel credits dropped, and early last
month, EPA indicated that it would take steps to use its authority next year to lower the renewable fuel
targets to address the blend wall issue and lower its advanced biofuels goals to account for less cellulosic
ethanol produced than projected under the standard. Last week, the agency sent its 2014 proposal to the
White House for review; EPA is working toward a Nov. 30 deadline to release its targets for next year. 


Biofuels lobbyists working congressional offices say that the agency's position shows that it has the
authority to address issues with the standard without legislation. 


"They are utilizing the flexibility that the RFS has in a way that reflects the marketplace reality," Bob
Dinneen, president and CEO of the Renewable Fuels Association, said late last week. 


Oil industry groups, which filed a waiver request with EPA last month to compel it to lower its renewable
fuel targets, say that EPA action is merely a short-term fix and that legislation is needed. 


"This is the time for Congress to address this," Greco said. "There will always be other issues that
Congress needs to address. Clearly fuels, energy security should be at the top of the list. Congress can
and should address it this fall."
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Information 


Manchin: Carbon
rule for new plants
'not based in
reality'


By Kevin Rogers


The Environmental Protections
Agency's rule setting hard limits
on carbon emissions from new
power plants is based on technology that has failed to work consistently, so the
rule should be rescinded, Sen. Joe Manchin said Tuesday.


In a letter to agency Administrator Gina McCarthy written Monday and made
public Tuesday, Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., said SaskPower's Boundary Dam
facility in Canada, which the agency cited as evidence that carbon capture and
sequestration technology works at power plants, has failed to perform
consistently. 


EPA cited the Boundary Dam project in the rule and quoted project officials as
saying it had performed “better than expected.” But just
yesterday, SaskPower decided the technology had not yet proven itself reliable
enough to be installed in other plants.


“Given the revelations on the Boundary Dam CCS demonstration project. the U.S.
coal industry remains under the cloud of another unjustifiable EPA requirement
that is guaranteed to halt the delivery of new coal-fired power plants, irrespective
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of market conditions,” Manchin wrote. 


The agency and its backers disputed the accusation, contending that the final rule
wouldn't require the use of full CCS utilized at the SaskPower facility.


“The EPA specifically rejected full CCS (greater than 90% capture) as the ‘best
system of emission reduction’ and instead found ‘partial CCS’ to be the best
system for new coal-fired power plants,” spokeswoman Melissa Harrison said in a
statement.


The rules for new fossil-fuel fired plants set a hard emission limit of 1,400 lbs of
carbon per megawatt-hour gross. EPA recommended that partial carbon capture
and storage and more efficient coal-fired units would be the “best system of
emissions reduction.”


It's part of the agency's larger Clean Power Plan, which includes rules for existing
plants, with the goal of cutting sector emissions over the next 15 years by 32
percent from 2005 levels.


The SaskPower facility Manchin highlighted, which uses a system aimed at
capturing at least 90 percent of carbon emitted, hasn't been able to maintain
consistent capture since launching in October 2014.


The company has been watching the project's performance before deciding
whether to adopt its CCS technology in other power plants. Canadian emissions
laws require coal plants to either be retrofitted with carbon capture or
decommissioned after 50 years of use.


Canadian outlets on Monday reported that SaskPower President Mike Marsh
wants to observe a year's worth of “stable operation” of the plant's CCS before
retrofitting two more plants which are set to hit the 50-year mark in 2019, and
since he hasn't seen the consistency of performance, he has delayed until 2017 the
decision on whether to retrofit the plants or decommission them. 


Manchin argued that such a one-year standard should be the basis for EPA's final
rule, which was released in August.


“I have strongly and consistently advocated that a period of 12 months of
sustained, commercial operation at scale is needed to determine that a new
commercial application of a technology, such as CCS for power generation, is
adequately demonstrated," he said.


He called for the agency to “rescind” the regulation, to protect the U.S. coal
industry and affected communities from an “unfair regulatory overhang.”


“More misery will be unfairly brought to the coal regions of the nation that are
already seeing thousands of job losses family dislocation, school closings, and loss
of pension and health-care benefits," he said.







Manchin has also introduced a Congressional Review Act resolution with Senate
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., that would overturn the regulation.


EPA and its supporters, however, argued that the partial CCS technology that the
agency recommended has been in use, and Harrison said the final rule could
require as little as 16 percent capture to meet the standards.


“EPA has determined that CCS is technically feasible for new coal-fired power
plants because all of the major components of CCS—the capture, the transport,
and the injection and storage—are available, integrated, and proven,” she said in a
statement.


The agency, in its final rule, identified nine retrofitted plants currently operating
under partial CCS.


Joanne Spalding, the chief climate counsel for the Sierra Club, said that CCS
would only have to play a small part of coal-plant compliance, as utilities can co-
fire natural gas and commingle renewable energy at new facilities.


Even so, there is no requirement for the agency to recommend use of technology
under wide commercial use, she said.


“The legal standard is that EPA has to pick a standard based on a system of
emissions reduction that's adequately demonstrated. It doesn't have to be
something that plants are using today,” she said. “It just has to be something EPA
can fairly project that the regulated units that are built in the future will be able to
meet.”


She also said that new coal-fired plants can't be commercially successful—
regardless of the Clean Power Plan—because the fuel pollutes so much.


“When coal plants are forced to control their pollution, even non-carbon
pollution, they can't externalize all those costs,” she said. “They can't compete
with cleaner sources of energy.”
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France says progress made toward UN
climate agreement


By Sylvie Corbet


PARIS (AP) — A step forward has been made toward reaching a climate change
deal at a U.N. conference in Paris next month, the French government said
Tuesday, following a three-day ministerial meeting to prepare the talks.


"There is still significant work to be done but success is indispensable", French
Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius said in a news conference.


He said senior officials from 70 countries gathered in Paris agreed on the
principle of a mechanism to reassess the countries' emission pledges every five
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years in order to improve them.


They also stressed that a minimum amount of $100 billion should be spent
every year on climate change issues.


More


Saudi Arabia presents climate pledge ahead
of Paris summit


By Karl Ritter


STOCKHOLM (AP) — Saudi Arabia, whose oil-fueled economy could suffer
from global efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, on Tuesday submitted
a climate action pledge to the United Nations.


Though thin on commitments, the Saudi pledge was symbolically important
because the desert kingdom has been seen as reluctant to join the fight against
global warming.


The pledge, just weeks ahead of a U.N. climate summit in Paris, was mainly
focused on efforts to diversify the Saudi economy and study the impact on it by
international policies to fight climate change. Saudi Arabia gets about 80-90
percent of its revenue from oil exports.


The submission said diversification efforts could help Saudi Arabia avoid 130
million tons of carbon dioxide emissions annually by 2030, but didn't give a
detailed explanation of how to achieve that.


More


Apple CEO says businesses must help solve
climate change


By The Associated Press


MILAN (AP) — Apple CEO Tim Cook says businesses can't wait for
governments to solve issues like climate change and equal rights.


Cook told students and faculty at Italy's top business school, Bocconi
University, on Tuesday that "the challenges are simply too great for businesses
to stand on the sideline."


He noted that "climate change impacts supply chains, energy crises and overall
economic stability."


Apple has set a goal of running the company worldwide on renewable energy
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and has achieved 87 percent of that goal. It is working with suppliers to help
them convert to clean energy.


More


New national park marks development of
nuclear bomb


By Matthew Daly


WASHINGTON (AP) — More than 70 years ago scientists working in secret
created the atomic bomb that ended World War II and ushered the world into
the nuclear age.


On Tuesday, at a ceremony in a federal building where clandestine plans for
the bomb were developed just blocks from the White House, Interior Secretary
Sally Jewell and Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz formally established the
Manhattan Project National Historical Park.


The park preserves three sites where work on the bomb was completed: Oak
Ridge, Tennessee; Hanford, Washington; and Los Alamos, New Mexico.


Jewell, Moniz and other officials said the sites will not glorify war or nuclear
weapons, but will tell the story of the three historical sites from a range of
perspectives, including the cities in Japan where two nuclear bombs were
dropped in 1945.


More


Argentina top court orders disclosure of
YPF-Chevron deal


By Almudena Calatrava


BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) — Argentina's Supreme Court on Tuesday
ordered the government-run YPF energy company to disclose clauses of an
investment deal with U.S.-based Chevron Corp. to produce oil and gas by
hydraulic fracturing in one of the world's largest shale deposits.


The decision, published on the website of the official judicial news agency,
follows a request by Sen. Hector Giustiniani after YPF refused to disclose
environmental and other information on the project in the southern province
of Neuquen.


The decision, signed by three of the four Argentina top justices, said that as a
state-run company, YPF must allow access to information on its activities.
Argentina took over Repsol's controlling stake in YPF in 2012.
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They dismissed claims that releasing confidential information could affect the
development of the deal.


Opposition politicians, environmental groups and others criticized potential
environmental problems and the government's refusal to release all of the
contract's provisions.


More


A message from America's Natural Gas Alliance


Clean is Powerful. Natural gas helps Georgia Power’s plant generate
electricity with 50% fewer emissions. Think about it.


Learn more at www.thinkaboutit.org.


Prosecutors call their final witness in ex-coal
CEO trial


By The Associated Press


CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — The prosecution has called its final witness in
the trial of former Massey Energy CEO Don Blankenship.


FBI Special Agent James Lafferty was questioned by prosecutors and defense
attorneys Tuesday in Charleston federal court. Lafferty is the federal
government's 27th and final witness in Blankenship's trial.


Blankenship is charged with conspiring to break safety laws at West Virginia's
Upper Big Branch Mine and lying to financial regulators and investors about
safety. The coal mine exploded in 2010, killing 29 men.


Lafferty testified about a variety of investigation topics, from Blankenship's
compensation to his frequent receipt of reports detailing Upper Big Branch's
violations.


More


Feds: Lake Erie algae bloom in 2015 was
largest on record


By John Seewer
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TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) — The algae bloom that spread across Lake Erie this
summer was the largest on record and left behind a thick, paint-like scum that
covered an area roughly the size of New York City, government scientists said
Tuesday.


The bloom fueled by heavy summer rains surpassed the record-setting algae
outbreak in 2011 that stretched from Toledo to Cleveland, said the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.


Scum from the bloom covered about 300 square miles in early and mid-
August, the agency said.


But the actual bloom was much larger. Just how big is still being determined,
though it was clearly bigger than anything measured so far, said Richard
Stumpf, a NOAA researcher.


More


Montreal to begin sewage dump into St.
Lawrence Wednesday


By The Associated Press


MONTREAL (AP) — The City of Montreal said Tuesday it will begin dumping
eight billion liters (2.1 billion gallons) of untreated sewage into the St.
Lawrence River on Wednesday.


Mayor Denis Coderre said the dump will begin Wednesday at 12:01 a.m. On
Monday, Canada's new environment minister said she would permit the dump
as long as the city met certain conditions.


Coderre said the city will meet all those requirements, including increased
monitoring of the river and a clean-up plan for affected areas.


Coderre has said the dump is necessary because the city must temporarily close
a large sewer that feeds sewage to a treatment facility.


More


Negligence likely behind Brazil dam bursts,
prosecutor says


By The Associated Press


SAO PAULO (AP) — Negligence and human error likely caused two mining
dams in southeastern Brazil to burst last week, unleashing a wave of mud that
killed four people and left 22 others missing, the Minas Gerais state
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environmental prosecutor said Tuesday.


Carlos Eduardo Ferreira Pinto said the Thursday breaches of the dams at the
Samarco iron ore mine, which all but erased a nearby hamlet and
contaminated the water source for hundreds of thousands of people
downstream, were "no accident."


"What happened was a mistake in the operation and negligence in the
monitoring," Pinto told Brazil's top broadcaster, Globo TV.


In a 2013 document, Pinto had suggested that the Samarco facility presented
risks of destabilization and erosion and recommended against renewing the
company's license for its operations around the city of Mariana, where the
breaches occurred. At the time, the state regulator nevertheless decided to
renew the license. It reversed that decision on Monday and the license was
suspended.


More


20 years after activist hangs, oil pollution
blights Nigeria


By Hilary Uguru


WARRI, Nigeria (AP) — Twenty years after a Nigerian military dictatorship
hanged activist Ken Saro-Wiwa, his Niger Delta homeland remains blighted by
oil pollution.


Thousands of lives have been wrecked, according to Amnesty International, as
oil slicks killed the fish, crude-crusted soil stunted crops and oil flare-ups
polluted lungs.


Gen. Sani Abacha's regime hanged Saro-Wiwa, then 54, and seven other Ogoni
leaders on trumped-up murder charges. "Judicial murder," charged then-
British Prime Minister John Major.


The executions came two years after protesters forced Shell out of Ogoniland,
although Amnesty says some aging pipelines there still leak oil.


More


SPONSORED LINKS


Week in Review – Obama Kills Keystone XL Pipeline
Proposal
Sen. Sanders Rolls Out Climate Change Proposal. CLICK HERE TO READ
THE BRIEF
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DOT knocks back railroad challenge of oil train rules


The Department of Transportation has rejected appeals—including one from
the Association of American Railroads—challenging oil train safety rules that
would require the installation of positive train control, the automatic braking
system that the industry says is unproven technology, The Wall Street Journal
reports.


More


Ad push widening in fight against ethanol and RFS


An ad campaign warning against what it says is the negative environmental
impact of the Renewable Fuel Standard—which started running in four states
and the District of Columbia last week—has been extended into Indiana, The
Hill reports.


More


Michigan governor signs road funding measure that
hikes gasoline taxes


A $1.2 billion road funding measure signed into law by Michigan Gov. Rick
Snyder, a Republican, will increase taxes on gasoline and diesel, the Detroit
Free Press reports.


More


Oil recovers as U.S. production expected to tail off


Energy Information Administration predictions of a decline in production from
most U.S. shale plays helped oil prices recover Tuesday after four straight days
of losses. West Texas Intermediate crude for December delivery rose 34 cents
to settle at $44.21 a barrel on the Nymex, while in London, Brent gained 25
cents to $47.44, Marketwatch reports.


More


Australia, Korea seeking to scupper deal to restrict coal
plant subsidies


An agreement reached between the U.S. and Japan that would discourage



http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/iyycgbfnzrpwvccbwbvpmwzgdbwnvdgqrqhdrhvbcbmmv_rvktrwrkn.html?a=15937

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/mcwpwtkbsjmlypptltymnlswdtlbydwvjvqdjqytptnnt_rvktrwrkn.html?a=15937

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/dgjjgrndsbzfhjjrfrhzcfsgmrfdhmgwbwpmbphrjrccc_rvktrwrkn.html?a=15937

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/chqmhgnjqsvfpmmgfgpvcfqhlgfjplhzszdlsdpgmgccl_rvktrwrkn.html?a=15937

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/uypcygdpmjvswccgsgwvnsmyfgspwfykjkqfjqwgcgnnp_rvktrwrkn.html?a=15937

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/uypcygdpmjvswccgsgwvnsmyfgspwfykjkqfjqwgcgnnp_rvktrwrkn.html?a=15937

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/vrgyrktjmcdnpyyknkpdhnmrgknjpgrzczvgcvpkykhhm_rvktrwrkn.html?a=15937

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/twvpwbgmjtskhppbkbhsvkjwcbkmhcwrtrzctzhbpbvvp_rvktrwrkn.html?a=15937

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/izvcgbfnzrpwvccbwbvpmwzgdbwnvdgqrqhdrhvbcbmdg_rvktrwrkn.html?a=15937

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/asklbywtscrndllynydrhnsbpyntdpbgcgkpckdylyhpm_rvktrwrkn.html?a=15937

http://click1.email.energyguardian.net/asklbywtscrndllynydrhnsbpyntdpbgcgkpckdylyhpm_rvktrwrkn.html?a=15937





financing for coal-fired power plants in developing countries has run into
opposition from Australia and Korea ahead of a meeting of the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development next week, E&E reports.


More


IEA has been accurate on 95 percent of renewables
predictions: Birol


Facing criticism that the International Energy Agency has underestimated
growth in the renewable sector, chief Fatih Birol said Tuesday that the IEA has
been “completely right” in its forecasts for hydroelectric and wind generation,
but may have fallen short when it came to solar, Platts reports.


More


Kinder Morgan moving into gas marketing in Mexico


Kinder Morgan says it is joining up with TrailStone to create a natural gas
marketing company in Mexico, targeting commercial customers in Monterrey
among other areas, FuelFix reports.


More


Israel wants majors to help explore offshore gas


Energy minister Yuval Steinitz says he has met with executives from more than
20 companies—including Royal Dutch Shell and Exxon Mobil Corp.—to see if
he can pique their interest in exploring for more natural gas off the Israeli
coast, The Wall Street Journal reports.


More


SunEdison net loss little changed, company focusing on
cost cutting


Cost cutting is the order of the day at SunEdison rather than rapid expansion,
CEO Ahmad Chatila told investors on a call Tuesday, as the company reported
a net loss of $284 million in the third quarter, FuelFix reports.


More


Tucson utility asks to raise rates because of spread of
rooftop solar


Tucson Electric Power Co. has asked the Arizona Corporation Commission for
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permission to double its basic monthly service charge to all customers, and to
add fees to those who have solar panels, Fox Business reports.


More


Upcoming Events
Nov. 10, Washington: The United States Climate Action Network to hold a


forum on the United Nations climate negotiations, featuring representatives
from the Friends Committee on National Legislation, Oxfam America, the
NAACP and the Natural Resources Defense Council. 3:00 pm , 50 F Street NW.


Nov. 10, Washington: The United States Energy Association to hold a
briefing on the potential economic benefits of lifting the crude oil export ban.
Brookings Institution Senior Fellow Charles Ebinger to speak. 12:00 pm , 1300
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW


Nov. 10, Washington: Interior Secretary Sally Jewell and Energy Secretary
Ernest Moniz to sign a Memorandum of Understanding at a ceremony to
establish the Manhattan Project National Historic Park at sites in Tennessee,
New Mexico and Washington. Sens. Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn., Maria
Cantwell, D-Wash., Tom Udall, D-N.M., and Martin Heinrich, D-N.M. and
National Park Service Director Jonathan Jarvis to attend. 10:00 am ,
Department of the Interior 1951 Constitution Ave. NW


Nov. 10, Washington: The American Nuclear Society to hold its annual
winter meeting and nuclear technology expo. Meeting runs through Thursday.
9:00 am , Marriott Wardman Park 2660 Woodley Rd NW


Nov. 10, Washington: UK Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond to speak at the
American Enterprise Institute for a discussion on climate change policy and
maintaining a free market in the energy sector. 9:00 am , 1150 17th Street, NW
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: EPA moving too slowly on fuel mandate
Date: Thursday, June 19, 2014 7:21:52 AM


Petroleum group: EPA moving too slowly on fuel mandate | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Des Moines Register - Online
News Text: Christopher Doering, DesMoines 1:08 p.m. CDT June 18, 2014
 
Gilbert resident Gene Upstill selects the E20 blend of ethanol for his vehicle since a blended pump
was installed in his town by Heart of Iowa Co-op in 2008. (Photo: Mary Willie/Register file photo )
 
A top oil and gas trade group criticized the agency in charge of overseeing the country's renewable
fuels mandate for not yet announcing how much ethanol must be blended into the nation's gasoline
supply this year, increasing uncertainty for those who must comply with the controversial
requirement.
 
The American Petroleum Institute, which represents 550 oil and natural gas companies, said
Wednesday the delay has left its members that are responsible for complying with the Renewable
Fuel Standard (RFS) to guess how much ethanol they have to blend.
 
In a letter to Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy sent Wednesday, Bob
Greco, API's downstream group director, said the delays in implementing the Renewable Fuel
Standard "are unacceptable, fundamentally unfair" and show a disregard for a deadline put in place
by Congress.
 
Last week, EPA Deputy Administrator Bob Perciasepe said the agency expected to send the proposed
2014 blending requirements to the Office of Management and Budget, the agency tasked with
vetting proposed regulations, "pretty soon."
 
"I can't predict where it's going to end, but certainly I've met with the agricultural groups, the
administrator has met with the agricultural groups, we've gotten more data and we're looking very
hard at this," he said in the interview.
 
The EPA is required to finalize the blending requirements for the following year by Nov. 30, a
deadline the API said the agency hasn't met since 2011. The API, a long-time critic of the Renewable
Fuel Standard, said it expects the 2014 requirements wouldn't be finalized "for several more


monthsੈ€ਇperhaps not until September."


 
"We prefer the EPA gets its act together and finalizes this rule as quickly as possible," Greco told
reporters. "Given the increasingly long delays in finalizing volume mandates each year, as well as the
negative impacts on consumer property, market choice and the environment, it is clear that
Congress must act to repeal the RFS outright."
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Still, Greco acknowledged that while his group is optimistic Congress will move ahead on a reform or
a repeal of the mandate, "it's a challenge given that it's an election year." He said the API would
continue to push for change, and that momentum to overhaul the mandate would increase in
Congress.
 
In November, the EPA proposed reducing ethanol produced from corn in 2014 to 13.01 billion
gallons from 14.4 billion gallons initially required in the 2007 Renewable Fuel Standard, a law that
requires refiners to buy alternative fuels made from corn, soybeans and other products to reduce
the country's dependence on foreign energy. Those who follow the ethanol debate expect the EPA
will increase the Renewable Fuel Standard blending level from the November estimate.
 
Corn and ethanol groups have criticized the cut, arguing it would hurt rural America, stifle job
growth and slow momentum for the next-generation of ethanol, particularly next-generation fuels
produced from crop waste, wood, grasses and other plants. Last year Iowa, the largest ethanol-
producing state, accounted for roughly 28 percent of country's production. The state generated 3.7
billion gallons of ethanol from 42 plants in 2013.
 
Read or Share this story: http://dmreg.co/1qe4y2c
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NEWS


Agriculture
EU GMO Approval Gridlock Could Trigger 
Renewed WTO Action, U.S. Exporters Say
Continued gridlock in the European Union's process for approving
genetically modified (GM) crops, food and feed could trigger the
re-opening of a successful World Trade Organization complaint
brought by the U.S. in the early 2000s,...


Air Pollution
EPA Agrees to Deadlines for Reviewing
State Plans on 2008 Ozone Standard
The Environmental Protection Agency has agreed with the Sierra
Club on a set of proposed deadlines for acting on 24 state
implementation plans for controlling ozone (Sierra Club v.
McCarthy, N.D. Cal., No. 4:14-cv-03198, 1/21/15)....


Air Pollution
EPA Finalizes First Changes to Air Standards
For Wood-Burning Heaters Since 1988
The Environmental Protection Agency has finalized its first
changes to federal new source performance standards for
residential wood heaters since the standards were established in
1988, a move the agency estimates will reduce emissions...


Air Pollution
EPA Seeks to End Recordkeeping for Pollutant
Businesses no longer would be subject to recordkeeping and
reporting requirements on the use of t-butyl acetate under the
Clean Air Act with a new proposal from the Environmental
Protection Agency. The agency, in a proposed rule (RIN 2060-
AR65)...
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Air Pollution
EPA Threatened With Lawsuit Over Missed
Deadlines for Mandatory Air Toxics Reviews
Several environmental groups have warned the Environmental
Protection Agency that they intend to file a lawsuit over the
agency's alleged failure to review air toxics standards for various
industries, including rubber tire manufacturing,...


Air Pollution
Judge Affirms TVA Plan to Replace Coal
Generators With Natural Gas Power Plant
A federal court upheld the Tennessee Valley Authority's decision
to replace two coal-fired power generators with a natural gas-
fired plant (Ky. Coal Ass'n v. TVA, W.D. Ky., No. 4:14-cv-73,
2/2/15)....


Chesapeake Bay
Battles Over Stormwater Fees, Phosphorus
Limits Heat Up in Maryland Capitol
Anticipated skirmishes over two separate water quality policies
started to take shape Feb. 4 in the Maryland State House as new
Gov. Larry Hogan (R) said he will submit a bill this week to repeal
state-mandated stormwater fees....


Climate Policy
Experts Map Out Key Vulnerabilities
To Climate Change in Several Colorado Sectors
Rising temperatures will take a toll on cattle and crops in
Colorado, and junior water rights holders in the state will be left
with little water and few options, according to a new report. ...


Climate Regulation
Court Skepticism, State Backlash Pose Trials
For EPA's Clean Power Plan, Panelists Say
The Environmental Protection Agency’s proposed carbon dioxide
standards for existing power plants could test the broad
deference the courts have given the agency’s climate change
efforts to date, legal experts said Feb. 4....


Emissions Trading
China's National Emissions Trading Plan
On Schedule for 2016 Launch, Official Says
When China launches its national carbon emissions trading
system sometime next year, it will at first cover heavy industry
with emissions of more than 26,000 metric tons annually on
regional trading platforms in seven to 10 locations, a top...


Energy
‘Mistrust' Cited as Roadblock to Any New
Cybersecurity Powers for Energy Regulators
Any legislation enacted by the current Republican-led Congress to
address cybersecurity threats to the nation's electricity grid is
unlikely to include new rulemaking powers for energy sector
regulators, said Rep. Ed Whitfield (R-Ky.),...


Energy
DOE Suspends $1 Billion in FutureGen Funds,
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Killing Carbon Capture Demonstration Project
The Energy Department has suspended funding for FutureGen
2.0, all but ensuring that the carbon capture and sequestration
project in Illinois won't be built....


Energy
OIG Report: FERC Processes for Protecting
Nonpublic Information Are Severely Lacking
The Federal Regulatory Energy Commission's controls, processes
and procedures for protecting nonpublic information are severely
lacking, the Department of Energy's Office of Inspector General
said in a report....


EPA
EPA Inspector General Revises Probe
Into Spending Habits on Conferences
The Environmental Protection Agency's Office of Inspector
General has modified its objective in probing agency conference
spending habits to evaluate "whether the EPA's internal controls
and oversight of conferences ensure...


Hazmat Transport
Meeting on Radioactive Material Transport Set
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration will
hold a public meeting Feb. 24 regarding international standards
for radioactive material transportation, according to a notice to be
published in the Federal Register Feb....


Insurance
Court Says Landfill Disposal Isn't Discharge,
Pollution Exclusion Doesn't Apply to Seepage
The placement of waste in a landfill isn't the same as an
environmental discharge, and a company's insurer may not
invoke a pollution exclusion clause to deny coverage for the cost
of cleaning up contamination at the facility, the U.S....


International Climate
U.S.: Developing Nations Should Offer 
Unconditional Pledges Not Dependent on Aid
Developing nations should have to offer "unconditional" pledges
to cut their emissions under a global climate accord—actions they
can make with or without aid from richer industrialized nations, a
U.S. climate negotiator...


Invasive Species
Congress Gets Report on Efforts to Control
Spread of Asian Carp Through Midwest
A first report was sent to Congress Feb. 4 on strategies to track
and stop the spread of some of the most worrisome invasive
species, the Asian carp in the rivers of the Midwest....


Mining
Certified States, Tribes to Be Protected
From Certain Liability for Noncoal Cleanups
Certified states and tribes will not be held liable for costs or
damages linked to their noncoal abandoned mine land
reclamation efforts under a final rule (RIN 2015-02278) to be
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published in the Federal Register Feb. 5....


Natural Resources
Bill to Permanently Reauthorize Land, Water
Conservation Fund Introduced in Senate
Three senators introduced legislation that would permanently
reauthorize a fund that uses revenues from offshore oil and gas
development to establish national parks and other public
spaces....


Oil & Gas
Park Service Proposes More Permitting
Requirements, Fees for Drilling in U.S. Parks
The National Park Service is proposing additional fees and
permitting requirements for oil and gas drilling and production in
national parks....


Oil Spills
Arsenic Levels in Groundwater Could Be
Elevated by Oil Spills, USGS Study Finds
Oil spills may increase the levels of arsenic in groundwater,
researchers with the U.S. Geological Survey have found....


Radioactive Waste
Yucca Mountain Site Still 'Not Workable'
Despite NRC Safety Assurances, Moniz Says
The Yucca Mountain radioactive waste repository is still "not
workable," despite a recently released Nuclear Regulatory
Commission report that concluded the proposed repository meets
safety requirements, Energy Secretary...


Recycling
Fast Food, Drinks, Groceries Struggle on Recycling
Few fast food, beverage and grocery companies have robust
sustainable packaging policies or system-wide programs to
recycle their packaging materials, according to a report from the
Natural Resources Defense Council and As You Sow. In
preparing...


Regulatory Policy
House Passes Unfunded Mandates Bill
To Limit Costs of Rules to Businesses
The House passed by a vote of 250-173 the Unfunded Mandates
Information and Transparency Act (H.R. 50), which is intended to
protect the private sector from regulatory costs imposed by the
federal government....


Superfund
Partial Deletion of New York Superfund Site Planned
The Environmental Protection Agency is proposing to delete most
of the 1.5-acre Fulton Terminal Superfund site in Oswego County,
N.Y., from the list of most contaminated sites. The EPA and New
York Department of Environmental Conservation...


Trade
Canada Makes Preliminary Injury Finding
On Solar Panel Imports from China
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The dumping or subsidization of solar energy equipment imported
into Canada from China poses a risk of injury to domestic
production, the Canadian International Trade Tribunal (CITT) said
in a preliminary finding....


Vehicle Fuels
Bill Would Eliminate Corn Ethanol Mandate
As Opponents Aim to Reform Fuels Law
Rep. Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.) introduced a bill Feb. 4 to cap the
amount of ethanol in the gasoline supply and eliminate corn
ethanol mandates, as opponents of the renewable fuel standard
marshal efforts to reform the law....


Water Pollution
Bill on Vessels' Incidental Discharges Set
For Reintroduction With Industry Support
Sens. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), Bill Nelson (D-Fla.) and John Thune
(R-S.D.) will reintroduce the Vessel Incidental Discharge Act,
Rubio said at a Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation
subcommittee hearing Feb. 4....


Water Pollution
McCarthy Says EPA to Clarify Jurisdictional 
Status of Ditches in Waters of the U.S. Rule
The final waters of the U.S. rule will clarify the status of Clean
Water Act jurisdiction over ditches and other erosional features
with ephemeral flow that the proposed rule is said to cover, the
head of the Environmental Protection Agency...


Water Resources
EPA Official Stresses State Revolving Fund
As Avenue for Boosting Industrial Reuse
A federal official emphasized the importance of tapping the
Environmental Protection Agency's Clean Water State Revolving
Fund as a means of helping industry bridge the cost challenges
involved with spurring greater industrial reuse...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


FEBRUARY 4 FEDERAL REGISTER


FEBRUARY 5 FEDERAL REGISTER
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Superfund
EPA Releases Long-Awaited Guidance
on Assessing, Mitigating Vapor Intrusion


By Matthew Berger
June 11 — The Environmental Protection Agency released long-awaited final guidance documents containing its recommendations for how best
to assess and mitigate vapor intrusion from contaminated soil or groundwater seeping into overlying buildings.
The guidance consists of two documents, one covering petroleum vapor leaking from underground storage tanks and another covering all
other sites.
The recommendations, which are nonbinding and do not impose any new regulations, are intended to be used by the EPA, state agencies or
grantees in the agency brownfields program as they evaluate sites under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and
Liability Act or the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.
The agency has been operating under draft guidance it developed in 2002. The effort to update that guidance has taken years.
After research and outreach in 2011 and 2012, an updated draft guidance was released for public comment in April 2013 and submitted to the
White House Office of Management and Budget for review in September 2014 (187 DEN A-12, 9/26/14).
OMB completed its review June 4. The now-final guidance supersedes and replaces the 2002 guidance.
National Consistency
Vapor intrusion occurs when contaminants migrate up from soils or groundwater through cracks, plumbing or other conduits into buildings,
where they can accumulate in harmful concentrations. Depending on the contaminant and the concentration, the vapors can cause adverse health
effects ranging from skin irritation and dizziness to kidney, liver or nervous system damage.
Among its recommendations, the new guidance advises breaking up assessment of possible vapor intrusion into preliminary and more detailed
investigations and a range of response actions depending on the specifics of the site, including removing the vapor sources, reducing
concentrations of vapors already in the building, restricting land use and alerting current or prospective property owners.
The EPA said one of the main purposes of the guidance is to “promote national consistency” in vapor intrusion assessment. Many states currently
have their own vapor intrusion guidance.
Hazard Ranking System Push Back On
In related news, the EPA has renewed its push to have vapor intrusion risks included in evaluating whether sites should be placed on the
Superfund National Priorities List.
After withdrawing a proposed rule in June 2014 that would have added vapor intrusion to the Hazard Ranking System's list of possible pathways
for exposure to contaminants—currently air, soil, groundwater and source water—the agency re-submitted a version of that rule for OMB review
June 10.
The Hazard Ranking System gives sites a score that, if high enough, may warrant inclusion on the NPL.
To contact the reporter on this story: Matthew Berger in Washington at mberger_ic@bna.com
To contact the editor responsible for this story: Larry Pearl at lpearl@bna.com


For More Information
The petroleum vapor intrusion guidance is available at http://www.epa.gov/oswer/vaporintrusion/documents/PVI-Guide-
Final.pdf.
The more general vapor intrusion guidance is available at http://www.epa.gov/oswer/vaporintrusion/documents/OSWER-
Vapor-Intrusion-Technical-Guide-Final.pdf.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA 2020 Wood Stove Emissions Limits
Challenged in Court by Industry Group
The Environmental Protection Agency's ‘Step Two' emissions
limits for wood-burning stoves and other heating appliances will
be challenged by a trade association representing manufacturers
of wood and pellet stoves, according...
 
Air Pollution
EPA Seeks Input on Revised Costs
To Operate Nitrogen Oxides Controls
The Environmental Protection Agency is seeking input on an
updated manual used to determine the cost of installing and
operating pollution controls for an ozone precursor....
 
Air Pollution
Final Rule on Affirmative Defense Published
The Environmental Protection Agency June 12 will publish a final
rule requiring 36 states to revise their state implementation plans
to remove affirmative defense provisions that prevented industrial
sources of pollution from being fined...
 
Air Pollution
Lawsuit Argues Maryland Must Act
On Both Phases of Delayed NOx Rules
Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan’s (R) Jan. 21 order that pulled clean
air regulations from the Jan. 23 Maryland Register in which they
were set to "go final" violated state procedures for handling duly
approved regulations, two groups...
 
Air Pollution
MATS Decision Shouldn't Affect Legality
Of Clean Power Plan, EPA Attorney Says
The U.S. Supreme Court's upcoming ruling on the Environmental
Protection Agency's mercury and air toxics standards "should not
have much of an effect" on the legality of the agency's plan to
regulate carbon emissions...
 
Asbestos
Metal Scrapper's Mesothelioma Claim Tossed;
Use of Product Not Reasonably Foreseeable
A manufacturer of asbestos-containing valves had no duty to
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warn a scrap metal recycler about asbestos exposure during
salvaging because the product wasn’t being used in a reasonably
foreseeable manner, a New York appeals court has...
 
Chemicals
Scientists Sought for New Committee
To Advise EPA Office on Risk, Other Issues
The Environmental Protection Agency is seeking nominations of
toxicologists, epidemiologists, biostatisticians, synthetic biologists
and other scientists for a new committee that will advise the
agency's Office of Pollution Prevention...
 
Chesapeake Bay
Study: Market Financing for Pollution Curbs
Key to Long-Term Maryland Bay Protection
Maryland is on track to meet the EPA's nutrient and sediment
reduction mandates for the Chesapeake Bay by the 2025 deadline
but will need to tap private financing to keep the pollution loading
down in the long term, according to a new study....
 
Climate Change
Bonn Talks End With Mandate to Streamline 
Text That Could Become Paris Climate Pact
Delegates from 196 countries wrapped up 11 days of talks in
Bonn June 11 by giving the co-chairmen of the main United
Nations negotiating track a mandate to make much-needed
alterations to the wording of what could become a global climate
treaty...
 
Climate Change
Breakthrough on Forest Policies in Bonn
Offers Glint of Optimism Toward UN Deal
Efforts to include forest conservation in a global climate accord
got an unexpected boost this week when negotiators in Bonn
agreed to ground rules for a United Nations forest protection
program to address a significant source of global greenhouse...
 
Climate Change
Ryan Amendment Would Block Climate 
Agreements in Fast Track Trade Bill
Legislation expected on the House floor June 12 would prohibit
new trade agreements from including climate change regulations,
according to environmentalists and other opponents of the
measure....
 
Climate Regulation
EPA Seen Siding With Engine Makers
In Upcoming Truck Efficiency Rules
The Obama administration is poised to deliver a victory to engine
makers at the expense of truck manufacturers in the next stage
of the U.S. government’s plan to tackle climate change....
 
Coal Mining
House Kills Earmark Requiring Defense
Department to Purchase Pennsylvania Coal
A long-standing earmark requiring the Defense Department to
purchase millions of dollars of Pennsylvania coal and ship it over
3,000 miles to heat military bases in Kaiserslautern, Germany,
would be repealed under Defense Department appropriations...
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Drinking Water
Senate Passes Bill to Help Rural Water
Systems Meet Drinking Water Standards
The Senate unanimously passed a bill to maintain technical
assistance and training programs intended to aid small and rural
water systems comply with Safe Drinking Water Act
requirements....
 
Energy
Decision on FERC Demand-Response
Program Likely by Early 2016, LaFleur Says
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission demand-response
case before the U.S. Supreme Court will likely be decided in early
2016, FERC Commissioner Cheryl LaFleur said....
 
Energy Efficiency
Gas Industry Calls Out ‘Significant Flaw'
In DOE Furnace Efficiency Standards
The American Gas Association says it has found a "significant
flaw" in the economic model used by the Energy Department to
determine how a proposed efficiency standard for residential
furnaces would affect consumers. ...
 
Energy
Ethanol Groups Say EPA Proposal
On RFS Crushing Growth of Industry
An Obama administration proposal last month to cut quotas for
renewable fuels led to a rout in ethanol credits and handcuffed
the industry’s growth, biofuel groups said June 11....
 
Energy
Hackers Target Big Oil, Equipment;
Seek Political Gain, Snoop Confidential Data
Hackers have made the energy industry a favorite target....
 
EPA
Republicans Could Block All EPA Nominees
Until McCarthy Answers Questions on Rules
Senate Republicans aren't receiving prompt replies to their
requests for information from Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Gina McCarthy and are considering blocking all
pending agency nominations until they receive...
 
Hazmat Transport
Commission Finalizes Radioactive Transport
Rule Related to International, DOT Standards
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission on June 12 will finalize a rule
that ensures compatibility of domestic nuclear regulations with
Transportation Department and international standards for
moving radioactive material....
 
Insurance
Shell Says Carbon Capture
Projects Face Large Risk Premiums
Projects to capture carbon emissions from power plants and store
them permanently underground face "large risk premiums" from
insurers, because the technology is so new, Royal Dutch Shell Plc
said....
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Legislation
Senate Committee to Examine EPA Coal Ash
Rule June 17 but Bill Unlikely by Then
The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee will hold an
oversight hearing on the Environmental Protection Agency's final
coal ash rule June 17, but it appears unlikely the chamber will
have legislation to consider at that point....
 
Nanotechnology
Rewrite Proposed Nanoscale Chemicals Rule,
American Chemistry Council Tells EPA
The Environmental Protection Agency should revise and re-
propose a data collection rule proposed in April to address
industry concerns and to provide needed clarifications, a
toxicologist representing the American Chemistry Council's...
 
Oceans
Bill to Reauthorize Program to Research
Ocean Acidification Introduced in House
A bill to reauthorize the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration's Ocean Acidification Program has been introduced
by a bipartisan coalition in the House....
 
Oil & Gas
California Group Threatens Proposition 65
Action for Discharges of Oil Wastewater
An Oakland, Calif.-based environmental group is threatening to
file the first-ever Proposition 65 lawsuit for disposal of oil and gas
production wastewater because it contains toxic chemicals that
exceed safety standards. ...
 
Oil & Gas
Canada Approves Plans for North Montney
Mainline Pipeline Project in British Columbia
Canada June 10 accepted the National Energy Board's
recommendation to approve the C$1.7 billion ($1.38 billion)
North Montney Mainline Pipeline gas project in British Columbia,
subject to 45 conditions, Canada's minister of natural...
 
Oil & Gas
House Panel OKs Bill Authorizing Interior
To Determine Gas Pipeline Corridors in Parks
The Interior Department would be authorized to designate
corridors across national parks for natural gas pipeline routes
under a bill approved June 11 by the House Natural Resources
Committee....
 
Oil & Gas
Injection of Oil, Gas Wastewater Primary
Cause of Induced Earthquakes, USGS Says
The disposal of oil and gas wastewater by injecting it
underground is the primary cause of the increased number of
earthquakes in the U.S., according to scientists with the U.S.
Geological Survey. ...
 
Oil & Gas
U.S., Canada Scientists Call for Moratorium
On New Development in Alberta Oil Sands
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More than 100 Canadian and American scientists are requesting a
moratorium on further development of Alberta's oil sands, calling
continued expansion "incompatible" with global efforts to fight
climate change....
 
Ozone Depletion
EPA Continues to Narrow Number
Of Allowable Uses for Methyl Bromide
The Environmental Protection Agency is proposing a further
reduction in the number of allowable uses of the ozone-depleting
fumigant methyl bromide, according to a notice scheduled to be
published in the June 12 Federal Register....
 
Pesticides
Jurisdictional Question at Heart 
Of Appeal of Cyantraniliprole Decision
A coalition of three environmental groups is appealing a federal
district court's May 14 ruling that their challenge to the
Environmental Protection Agency's registration of a pesticide was
filed in the wrong court (Ctr. for Biological...
 
Regulatory Policy
Upcoming Standards for Oil, Gas Wells
Unnecessary, Republicans Tell Obama
A pending Environmental Protection Agency proposal to regulate
methane emissions from oil and natural gas wells is unnecessary
and misguided, top Senate Republicans said in a June 11 letter to
President Barack Obama....
 
Superfund
EPA Releases Long-Awaited Guidance
on Assessing, Mitigating Vapor Intrusion
The Environmental Protection Agency released long-awaited final
guidance documents containing its recommendations for how best
to assess and mitigate vapor intrusion from contaminated soil or
groundwater seeping into overlying buildings....
 
Water Pollution
Mental Anguish Claims Proceed Against Halliburton
Mental anguish and emotional distress claims can continue
against Halliburton Energy Services Inc. for perchlorate
contamination that allegedly migrated from its plant to residential
ground water, the U.S. District Court for the Western...
 
Water Pollution
Occasional Flow of Water Doesn't Translate 
Into Clean Water Act Coverage, EPA Says
Occasional flows of water through arid areas, such as desert
washes, won't be considered as jurisdictional ephemeral
tributaries under the final clean water rule, the top Environmental
Protection Agency water official said June 11....
 
CORRECTION
An article in the June 10 report about the Energy Department's
proposed efficiency standards for residential furnaces incorrectly
stated the comment deadline. The comment deadline was
extended from June 10 to July 10 (111 DEN A-11, 6/10/15...
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: EPA plan dried up biofuel investments
Date: Wednesday, April 09, 2014 7:27:23 AM


News Headline: EPA plan dried up biofuel investments | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Des Moines Register - Online


News Text: WASHINGTON ੈ€“ Investment has halted in advanced biofuels plants after the Obama


administration proposed to reduce how much renewable fuels must be blended into the country's
fuel supply in 2014, an executive representing the industry told Senate lawmakers Tuesday.
 
"What the (Environmental Protection Agency) proposal did, first the leaked version in October and
then in November, is frozen everything," Brooke Coleman, executive director of the Advanced
Ethanol Council, told sympathetic lawmakers on the Senate Agriculture Committee. "Every single
one of my companies. There are no exceptions."
 
The EPA, which oversees the country's Renewable Fuel Standard, proposed in November cutting the
fuel requirement in 2014 to 15.2 billion gallons of ethanol and other biofuels, 3 billion gallons less
than Congress required in a 2007 law. As part of that, EPA proposed requiring 2.2 billion gallons of
advanced biofuels, including agricultural waste, wood and grass, to be used in 2014, far below the
3.75 billion outlined in federal law.
 
Coleman said if the EPA raises the levels in its final 2014 rule, the advanced biofuel industry would
benefit. "If that's done we will recover and we will recover well," he said.
 
The final rule is expected to be issued by the EPA in late spring or early summer.
 
After years of delays and millions of dollars spent ramping up production, three large-scale U.S.
cellulosic plants will open this year. DuPont Cellulosic Ethanol, which is building a 30-million-gallon-
per-year cellulosic ethanol plant near Nevada, Ia., will use corn stover as its feedstock when it ramps
up production.
 
Jan Koninckx, DuPont's chief on cellulosic renewable fuel, told lawmakers the fuel will initially cost
more before the price comes down. "We continue to anticipate to be competitive with oil at about
$80 per barrel."
 
Lawmakers outside of ethanol-producing states have proposed to end or significantly overhaul the
Renewable Fuel Standard.
 
"I don't know what would happen if you put the Renewable Fuel Standard to a vote today in the
United States Congress," said Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D. "We'd like to think we'd maintain it... but
that may not be factual."
 
One measure, introduced by Sens. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., and Tom Coburn, R-Okla., would
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greatly diminish the importance of the Renewable Fuel Standard by removing the component that
requires fuel to be made from corn. Smaller mandates for advanced biofuels such as cellulosic would
remain in place. Others would cap how much ethanol could be blended into gasoline at 10 percent.
 
Iowa, the country's largest ethanol producer, has 42 refineries capable of producing over 3.8 billion
gallons annually, with three cellulosic ethanol facilities under construction.
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Trump's energy speech today: substance or sound bites?
BISMARCK, N.D. -- North Dakota Attorney General Wayne Stenehjem (R) has a long list of complaints
when it comes to efforts by the federal government to regulate energy production in his state -- rules on
power plant emissions, water protections and regulations on hydraulic fracturing -- and he's brought lawsuits
against all of them. The state's officials are hopeful that the eventual successor to President Obama will roll
back some of those proposed regulations -- a task Stenehjem acknowledges that neither former Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton nor Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders is likely to take up. Instead, those hopes fall to
presumptive GOP presidential nominee Donald Trump, who is expected to detail his energy platform for the
first time in a speech at a conference here today.
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From: Morning Consult
To: Barolo, Mark
Subject: Morning Consult Energy: House, Senate to Conference on Energy Bill; Trump Warned to Keep Up Support for Ethanol
Date: Thursday, May 26, 2016 7:54:39 AM


By Asha Glover


Today’s Washington Brief
The House on Wednesday passed an amended version of the Senate’s wide-
ranging energy bill in a 241-178 vote. The House also motioned for the
measure to head to a conference committee with the Senate. (Washington
Examiner)


The House Appropriations Committee Interior, Environment and Related
Agencies Subcommittee advanced its interior and environment appropriations
bill Wednesday. Democrats aren’t very worried about the measure, which
would cut the Environmental Protection Agency’s funding and defund certain
environmental programs, including the Clean Power Plan. (Morning Consult)


It is “highly unlikely” presumptive Republican presidential nominee Donald
Trump would be able to renegotiate the Paris Agreement, according to the
U.N.’s Climate Chief Christiana Figueres. Figueres said any agreement that
was adopted by 195 countries would need all countries to agree to new
negotiations. (Reuters)


Today’s Business Brief
Former Republican presidential contender Rick Santorum warned Donald
Trump against changing his stance on ethanol, which he supported when
facing off against Ted Cruz in Iowa. Santorum’s comments come ahead of
Trump’s appearance at an oil industry event today. (The Wall Street Journal)


For the first time in almost seven months Brent oil futures broke above $50 a
barrel on Thursday. U.S. crude futures CLc1 were also up to $49.86 a barrel.
(Reuters)
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One of 11 shareholder proposals to address climate change passed during
Exxon Mobil Corp’s annual meeting on Wednesday, but the one that did
opens the door for a climate activist to sit on the company’s board. More
than 60 percent of Exxon shareholders voted to approve “proxy access
measure” allowing minority shareholders to nominate outsiders for seats on
Exxon’s board. (Reuters)


Today’s Chart Review
Hope Springs for Williams/Energy Transfer Merger
The Wall Street Journal


Mark Your Calendars (All Times Eastern)


Thursday


WCEE holds a board of directors meeting 8:30 a.m.


AWEA holds wind power conference 9 a.m.


House Science subcommittee holds a hearing on the Clean Power
Plan


9:30 a.m.
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BPC holds a hearing on sustainability in food and agriculture 10 a.m.


Natural Gas Roundtable holds a luncheon on the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce’s Institute for 21st Century Energy


12:30 p.m.


Friday


No events scheduled.


General


House Passes Amended Energy Bill
Kyle Feldscher, Washington Examiner


In a 241-178 vote, the House approved the energy bill and then motioned to
go to conference committee with the Senate, which passed the bill in April.
The House version of the bill contains the House energy bill, which passed
the lower chamber in December, fused onto the Senate version.


Pallone: House Amendment to Senate’s Energy Bill Is ‘Backward-
Looking’
Asha Glover, Morning Consult


Energy and Commerce Ranking Member Frank Pallone Jr. (D-N.J.)
slammed the House amendment for the Senate’s wide-ranging energy bill
on the House floor on Wednesday.


Cantwell Underwhelmed by Revised House Bill
Geof Koss, E&E


A key Senate Democrat is expressing a decidedly cool view of the House’s
revised energy reform bill, which lawmakers are likely to vote on today
ahead of a conference committee to merge versions from each chamber.


Trump Looks to Tackle Energy Policy in Major Speech
Gabby Morrongiello, Washington Examiner


Donald Trump will use a speech Thursday at the Williston Basin Petroleum
Conference to define his energy policy agenda and court the support of
major players in the fossil fuel industry.
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House Panel Advances Interior, EPA Spending Bill
Devin Henry, The Hill


A House Appropriations Committee subpanel on Wednesday approved a
$32.1 billion spending bill for the Interior Department and environmental
programs. The bill, rolled out on Tuesday, would cut $64 million from current
spending levels for the Interior Department, Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and other programs.


EPA Forks Over $25M for Mine Spill Research
John Siciliano, Washington Examiner


The Obama administration is forking over $25 million in new research funds
to investigate the harmful effects of metal-laden water from abandoned
mines, not unlike the 3 million gallons of toxic sludge that the Environmental
Protection Agency spilled into a river last summer.


Oil & Natural Gas


Brent Oil Breaks Above $50 for First Time in Seven Months
Karolin Schaps and Ron Bousso, Reuters


Brent oil futures climbed above $50 a barrel on Thursday for the first time in
nearly seven months as a global supply glut that plagued the market for
nearly two years showed signs of easing.


Site Launched to Help Laid-Off Energy Workers in Louisiana
Associated Press


An effort is underway in the Bayou Region of Louisiana to help workers
affected by oil and gas industry downsizing to find training options and new
jobs in south Louisiana. BayouOpportunity.com, a new website, will serve
as a gateway to employment opportunities.


PJM Power Costs Fall by $4B on Efficiency, New Gas Plants
Jeffrey Tomich, E&E


Consumers across the Mid-Atlantic and Midwest will collectively pay $4
billion less for electricity in three years — a savings attributed to reduced
energy use and a wave of new natural-gas-fired power plants.
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Utilities & Infrastructure


Clinton Expands $275 Billion Infrastructure Plan
Ariel Cohen, Washington Examiner


While campaigning in California, Hillary Clinton pledged to dramatically
expand infrastructure during her first 100 days in office as a means of
bringing jobs to America and modernizing the economy.


Power Restored in Seattle After Widespread Outage
Jacob Pramuk, CNBC


Equipment failure caused a major power outage in Seattle on
Wednesday. The city’s electric utility, Seattle City Light, confirmed a “large”
outage in a tweet around 11:40 a.m. local time. It later said power was
mostly restored at about 12:30 p.m., but that some “small outages”
remained.


Renewables


Rick Santorum Warns Donald Trump Against Shifting on Ethanol
Reid J. Epstein and Amy Harder, The Wall Street Journal


When he was campaigning in Iowa, Donald Trump used his support for
federal protections for the corn ethanol industry as a cudgel to attack rival
Ted Cruz, who is for phasing out the Renewable Fuel Standard when it
expires in 2022. But now Mr. Trump’s affiliation with North Dakota Rep.
Kevin Cramer, a top energy adviser who is an ardent ethanol skeptic, has
former presidential rival Rick Santorum warning the billionaire against
reversing himself on renewable fuels.


Coal


This Texas Fight Shows Just How Conflicted We Still Are About ‘Clean
Coal’
Chelsea Harvey, The Washington Post
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On the path to a low-carbon economy, most experts agree that a variety of
strategies will be needed, from the dramatic expansion of wind and solar
power to electrification or better biofuels for cars and planes. Some
technologies remain more controversial than others, however. Carbon
capture and storage — the idea of trapping carbon dioxide emissions from
power plants and other industrial sources before they are released into the
atmosphere and then storing them, usually underground — is one such
widely debated approach.


NC Coal Ash Bill on Collision Course with Gov. Pat McCrory
Craig Jarvis, The News and Observer


The state House on Wednesday overwhelmingly approved a plan to
reconstitute the Coal Ash Management Commission, which the state
Supreme Court ruled the legislature had unconstitutionally created a year
and a half ago.


Nuclear


Exelon Says Two Plants Fail to Clear Auction
Joshua Jamerson, The Wall Street Journal


Exelon Corp. said two of its nuclear power plants, including one plant it has
said it would close if Illinois lawmakers don’t provide financial support, failed
to secure contracts after a recent round of bidding.


Climate


Democrats Unfazed by Republican Riders to Defund Clean Power Plan
Jack Fitzpatrick, Morning Consult


House Republicans unveiled an appropriations bill Tuesday that would cut
Environmental Protection Agency funds and defund a series of President
Obama’s environmental programs, including the Clean Power Plan. But at a
subcommittee vote on Wednesday, Democrats weren’t terribly concerned.


Volkswagen Challenges U.S. Jurisdiction in Emissions Scandal
Hiroko Tabuchi, The New York Times
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Volkswagen is challenging allegations made by the Justice Department over
its diesel emissions scandal, questioning the American authorities’
jurisdiction and contending that the accusations against it do not justify
penalties.


Exxon Shareholders Pass Measure That May Put Climate Expert on
Board
Luc Cohen and Rory Carroll, Reuters


Voters at Exxon Mobil Corp’s annual meeting on Wednesday approved a
measure to let minority shareholders nominate outsiders for seats on the
board, meaning a climate activist could eventually become a director at the
world’s largest publicly traded oil company.


Exxon, Chevron Shareholders Narrowly Reject Climate-Change Stress
Tests
Bradley Olson and Nicole Friedman, The Wall Street Journal


Shareholders at Exxon Mobil Corp. and Chevron Corp. narrowly voted
down resolutions calling for stress tests to determine the risk that efforts to
curb climate change pose to their businesses.


Trump Unlikely To Be Able to Renegotiate Climate Deal: U.N. Climate
Chief
Susanna Twidale, Reuters


Donald Trump would be “highly unlikely” to be able to renegotiate the global
accord on climate change if elected U.S. president, the U.N.’s climate chief
said on Wednesday, as doing so would require the agreement of 195
countries.


Climate Change Activists Either Prod Exxon Mobil or Dump It
John Schwartz, The New York Times


Inside the Morton H. Meyerson Symphony Center, where Exxon Mobil held
its meeting, activist shareholders sat among the company’s loyalists. Their
ranks included corporate crusaders like Sister Patricia Daly, a Dominican
Sister of Caldwell, N.J., who is executive director of the Tri-State Coalition
for Responsible Investment.


Chevron Boss: Climate Change Could Help Business
Bradley Olson and Sarah Kent, The Wall Street Journal


Chevron Corp. Chief Executive John Watson has a blunt message for
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investors, climate activists and anyone else listening: Fossil fuels aren’t
going away.


Opinions, Editorials & Perspectives


Coral vs. Coal
Roger Cohen, The New York Times


The reef, one of the largest living things on earth, has started to fail.
Whether it can recover is unclear. An organism roughly the size of Germany
is bleaching to death. More than 90 percent of the reef that Flannery saw
had suffered. Bleaching occurs when excessive heat and sunlight cause the
algae that give coral reefs their shimmering colors to create toxins.
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The environmental change sweeping the world is occurring at a faster pace
than previously thought, making it imperative that governments act now to
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This paper presents an analysis of analytical results from over 2.1 million groundwater samples
representing at least $100 million in laboratory analytical costs. Overall, the evaluation of monitoring
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Progress in Remediation of Groundwater
at Petroleum Sites in California
by Thomas E. McHugh1, Poonam R. Kulkarni2, Charles J. Newell2, John A. Connor2, and Sanjay Garg3



Abstract
Quantifying the overall progress in remediation of contaminated groundwater has been a significant challenge. We utilized



the GeoTracker database to evaluate the progress in groundwater remediation from 2001 to 2011 at over 12,000 sites in California
with contaminated groundwater. This paper presents an analysis of analytical results from over 2.1 million groundwater samples
representing at least $100 million in laboratory analytical costs. Overall, the evaluation of monitoring data shows a large decrease
in groundwater concentrations of gasoline constituents. For benzene, half of the sites showed a decrease in concentration of 85%
or more. For methyl tert-butyl ether (MTBE), this decrease was 96% and for TBE, 87%. At remediation sites in California, the
median source attenuation rate was 0.18/year for benzene and 0.36/year for MTBE, corresponding to half-lives of 3.9 and 1.9 years,
respectively. Attenuation rates were positive (i.e., decreasing concentration) for benzene at 76% of sites and for MTBE at 85%
of sites. An evaluation of sites with active remediation technologies suggests differences in technology effectiveness. The median
attenuation rates for benzene and MTBE are higher at sites with soil vapor extraction or air sparging compared with sites without
these technologies. In contrast, there was little difference in attenuation rates at sites with or without soil excavation, dual phase
extraction, or in situ enhanced biodegradation. The evaluation of remediation technologies, however, did not evaluate whether
specific systems were well designed or implemented and did not control for potential differences in other site factors, such as soil type.



Introduction
Currently, there are over 85,000 leaking underground



fuel tank (LUFT) sites (also called underground stor-
age tank [UST] sites) in the United States undergo-
ing remediation under state regulatory clean-up pro-
grams (United States Environmental Protection Agency
[USEPA], 2012a). In addition, there are thousands of other
sites with contaminated groundwater currently undergoing
clean-up. Tracking the overall progress in site remediation
has long been a challenge because there is no centralized
system for tracking these sites. Most states track sites by
regulatory programs (e.g., LUFT, Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act, Superfund, etc.) and do not maintain
a single inventory of all contaminated sites. Although
many individual regulatory programs maintain databases
of sites, the information tracked varies from program to
program (Connor and McHugh 2002). The USEPA has
found that data quality and availability for many of these
databases limit the utility of these databases for the eval-
uation of remediation progress (USEPA 2012b).
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Despite the limitations in available data, the USEPA
and others have attempted to evaluate progress in site
remediation. Connor and McHugh (2002) found that
implementation of risk-based corrective action for state
LUFT programs resulted in a significant increase in case
closure and decrease in case backlog. Subsequently, the
USEPA published the results of a detailed study on the
characteristics of backlog sites (USEPA 2012b). Their
study found that 71% of the open LUFT sites were
more than 10 years old. However, only about 40% of
the sites closed from 2006 through 2008 were greater
than 10 years old, reflecting the challenges associated
with attaining closure for older sites. Although the
national LUFT case backlog has decreased from a high of
172,000 sites in 1995 to 85,000 sites in 2012, nationally,
there continues to be approximately 7000 LUFT releases
reported per year (including both new releases and newly
discovered historic releases), indicating an on-going need
to understand the effectiveness of remediation approaches
and technologies.



A number of previous studies have utilized historical
groundwater monitoring data to understand plume behav-
ior and remediation progress at LUFT sites (Reisinger
et al. 2000; Hattan et al. 2003; Shih et al. 2004; Kamath
et al. 2011). However, these studies typically utilized data
from less than 100 sites with some having as little as 2
or 3 years of monitoring data. The purpose of this study
has been to utilize the California GeoTracker database to
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obtain a better understanding of the progress in clean-up
of groundwater over the last 10 years at sites in Califor-
nia. GeoTracker is an internet-accessible database used
by the California State Water Resources Control Board
to track information for LUFT and other clean-up sites.
Since September 2001, the Board has required electronic
submission of laboratory data for LUFT sites. In 2005, the
requirement was expanded to include additional categories
of sites such as spill sites, military sites, and land dis-
posal sites (California Environmental Protection Agency
2012). The GeoTracker database includes monitoring data
for over 12,000 sites, including over 10,000 LUFT sites.
These data provide a unique resource for the evaluation of
remediation progress at a large number of clean-up sites.



Analysis Methods



GeoTracker Database
GeoTracker is a database of corrective action sites



maintained by the California State Water Resources
Control Board. The parties conducting corrective actions
in California are required to provide reports, monitoring
data, and other site information using the web-based
interface (GeoTracker 2011). As a result, the GeoTracker
database serves as the Water Board’s data management
system for sites with impacts to groundwater. The
database is also accessible by the general public through
the web-interface. Users may obtain information about
individual sites or they may download all of the electronic
data available for all sites.



For this analysis, the GeoTracker database was
downloaded from the GeoTracker website on October
17, 2011. This downloaded database contained continuous
groundwater monitoring data in electronic format covering
the time period of January 2000 to October 2011. For
gasoline constituents, the monitoring results appeared
to be most comprehensive for the time period of July
2001 to June 2011. On the basis of this, we selected
this 10-year time period for detailed analysis. The
downloaded GeoTracker database contained monitoring
results for 12,714 corrective action sites, including 10,760
LUFT sites. For our analysis, we included all sites
with data for benzene, ethylbenzene, methyl tert-butyl
ether (MTBE), or tertiary butyl alcohol (TBA) with
continuous monitoring records during the 10-year time
period. Additionally, approximately 94% of the sites
with detections of these constituents in groundwater were
LUFT sites. Therefore, the analyses presented primarily
reflect conditions at LUFT sites. The remaining 6% of
the sites were clean-up program sites (i.e., non-LUFT,
nonmilitary unauthorized discharge sites), military sites,
and land disposal sites.



Evaluation of Constituent Concentrations
In order to evaluate overall progress of site remedia-



tion in California, the maximum concentrations of gaso-
line constituents at each site were determined for each
6-month period over the time interval of July 2001 to



June 2011. The maximum site concentration for each
gasoline constituent was taken as the maximum reported
concentration for any monitoring well during each 6-
month time period (i.e., July 2001 to December 2001,
January 2002 to June 2002, etc.). This approach served
as a simple method to evaluate constituent concentrations
within source zones at each site by reducing variability
associated with individual monitoring wells. In addition,
the maximum concentration is expected to be more sta-
ble than the median concentration. For instance, source
area wells are typically installed early in the site assess-
ment and (unlike the median or average concentration)
the maximum concentration is not likely to be affected
by the installation of additional plume delineation wells.
Thus, the change in the maximum site concentration over
time provides a good measure of overall progress toward
attainment of site remediation goals, assuming that the site
is adequately characterized. Overall trends across the pop-
ulation of sites included in the database were evaluated by
looking at the median of these maximum concentrations
across the population. Use of the median to evaluate over-
all trends minimizes the effect of anomalies at individual
sites.



The gasoline constituents evaluated were benzene,
ethylbenzene, MTBE, and TBA. For some analyses,
toluene and xylenes were also evaluated. However, the
results for these constituents were similar to those for
benzene and ethylbenzene, and they are not included
in this paper. For each site, those constituents analyzed
and detected during at least one sampling event were
included in the analysis. For each constituent, a maximum
concentration was determined for each 6-month time
period for which one or more concentration results
(including non-detects) were recorded in the database.
The constituent concentration data for this analysis were
taken from the Statewide Download of EDF link on the
GeoTracker website.



Source Attenuation Rates
For our analysis, we assumed that the maximum



site concentration for each 6-month time period was
representative of the dissolved concentrations within
the site source areas. The maximum site concentration
would occur away from the source area only at sites with
detached plumes. However, prior plume studies (e.g.,
Shih et al. 2004) have identified few sites with detached
plumes. Therefore, sites with detached plumes are not
expected to have a meaningful effect on this analysis
approach.



In order to characterize source zone attenuation rates
for the sites in the GeoTracker database, concentration
vs. time attenuation rates were calculated using regression
analysis. This source zone attenuation rate (called k source



in this paper) is conceptually similar to the kpoint



concentration vs. time attenuation rate (Newell et al.
2002) that can be calculated using monitoring results from
individual wells in the source area. The k source rates were
calculated for each site with at least 5 years of monitoring
data for the constituent of interest (i.e., benzene or
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MTBE). The best-fit attenuation rates were determined
for the decrease in maximum site concentration for the
monitored well for each 6-month evaluation period using
least squares regression for first-order attenuation:



C = Coe−(ksource×t)



where C is the representative (i.e., maximum) chemical
concentration for the 6-month monitoring period (μg/L),
t the time (years), k source the source attenuation rate
(determined using regression analysis, year−1), and C o



the initial concentration (determined using regression
analysis, μg/L). Note that the value for C o was determined
for an arbitrary “zero” time and the resulting values were
not used for any subsequent analysis.



Because this analysis is based on the overall change
in the maximum concentration over time at each site, the
resulting attenuation rates reflect the combined effects of
the primary source zone attenuation processes that are
occurring at each site (e.g., biodegradation, dissolution
from non-aqueous phase liquid (NAPL), volatilization,
physical removal from active remedies, etc.) during the
time period covered by the monitoring record. The
selection of the maximum concentration in any monitoring
well at the site is representative of the upper bound in
the distribution of measured concentrations in a sampling
event at the site. The median number of monitoring
wells sampled during a sampling event was 13. The 10th
percentile number was four wells and the 90th percentile
number was 33 wells.



Remediation Technology
The GeoTracker database also provides some infor-



mation concerning the types of technologies used at cor-
rective action sites in California. For our analysis, infor-
mation on remediation technologies was obtained from
the Cleanup Sites Data Download link on the GeoTracker
website. Information on remediation technologies was
available for approximately 75% of the sites included
in our analysis. For these sites, the GeoTracker database
identified the remediation technologies implemented, but
did not provide information on when these technolo-
gies were implemented or how long they were operated.
Additional details such as the time period of remediation
system operation might have been obtainable from the
individual site reports that can also be downloaded from
the GeoTracker website. However, a manual extraction
of information from site reports was not practicable and
beyond the scope of this study.



Results and Discussion



Concentrations of Gasoline Constituents vs. Time
in Groundwater at Corrective Action Sites



The GeoTracker database, for the time period of
2001 through 2011, contains concentration results for
over 2 million groundwater samples from over 157,000
monitoring wells at 12,714 sites. This dataset covers a



large, diverse community of contaminated sites reflecting
a wide range of hydrogeologic settings, release scenarios,
fuel mixes, and remediation scenarios. On the basis
of a typical analytical cost of $50/sample, this dataset
represents a financial investment of at least $100 million
in laboratory analytical costs alone, not including well
installation, sample collection, reporting and other costs.
In California, these data have been compiled in a
publically accessible database providing a unique resource
for understanding changes in groundwater quality at
corrective action sites.



To evaluate overall progress in reducing the concen-
tration of gasoline constituents in groundwater at correc-
tive action sites in California, we evaluated the change in
the maximum site concentrations over time for all sites.
The overall progress in site remediation across California
is summarized in Figure 1, which shows the change over
time in the median of the distribution of the maximum site
concentrations. As shown in Figure 1, the number of sites
monitored for benzene, ethylbenzene, MTBE, and TBA
increased from 2001 to 2005, was stable from 2005 to
2008, and then decreased from 2008 to 2011. The increase
from 2001 to 2005 likely reflects a combination of newly
discovered releases and increased compliance with the
requirement to submit monitoring data to GeoTracker in
electronic form. The decrease from 2008 to 2011 likely
reflects progress in regulatory case closure, reducing the
total number of sites where monitoring was required.



For benzene, ethylbenzene, and MTBE, the median
of the distribution of the maximum site concentrations
decreased consistently from 2001 to 2010. From 2010 to
2011, the median benzene and ethylbenzene concentra-
tions showed an apparent small increase. However, this
apparent increase corresponded to a decrease in the num-
ber of sites being monitored for these constituents and may
reflect the closure (i.e., discontinuation of monitoring) of
sites containing lower concentrations of these constituents.
For TBA, there was no clear trend in the median concen-
tration. The significance of the apparent increase in the
median of the distribution of the maximum site benzene
and ethylbenzene concentrations late in the monitoring
record was difficult to evaluate due to the changes in the
site population being monitoring over time. Therefore, we
refined our analysis by focusing on a fixed population of
sites with continuous monitoring records.



To control for the effect of changes in the site pop-
ulation over time on the apparent median constituents
in groundwater, we also examined the subset of sites
with continuous monitoring data for the period of July
2001 to June 2011. The median constituent concentra-
tions for this subset of sites were higher than the median
for all sites (Figures 1 and 2), most likely because the
selection criteria for the subset (i.e., continuous mon-
itoring record from July 2001 to June 2011) elimi-
nated less contaminated sites that achieved closure dur-
ing this period. For this subset of sites, benzene, ethyl-
benzene, and MTBE concentrations decreased continu-
ously from 2002 to 2011 without the apparent increase
from 2010 to 2011 observed in the full dataset. This
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Figure 1. Maximum site concentration vs. time for all sites with any groundwater monitoring data.



supports the conclusion that the apparent increase in the
full dataset reflects closure of sites with lower constituent
concentrations.



TBA Concentrations as Function of MTBE Degradation
For the subset of sites with continuous monitoring



records, the median TBA concentration showed an
increase from 2001 to 2004 and then a decrease from
2005 to 2011. Biodegradation of MTBE can yield TBA as
a degradation product (USEPA 2005; Hyman 2012). As a
result, the TBA concentration in groundwater is a function
of both TBA generation rates (from MTBE degradation)
and TBA degradation rates. For the subset of sites with
continuous monitoring data from 2001 to 2011, the link
between MTBE and TBA concentrations was evaluated
using a simple sequential degradation model that accounts
for both the generation and degradation of TBA over time
(Carr et al. 2000):



CTBA = MWTBA



MWMTBE



kMTBE



kTBA − kMTBE



× C0,MTBE
[
exp (−kMTBEt) − exp (−kTBAt)



]



where C TBA is the TBA concentration (μg/L), MWTBA the
molecular weight of TBA (C4H10O; 74 g/mol), MWMTBE



the molecular weight of MTBE (C5H12O; 88 g/mol), kTBA



the first-order attenuation rate for TBA (0.20/year), kMTBE



the first-order attenuation rate for MTBE (0.36/year),
C 0,MTBE the initial MTBE concentration (5400 μg/L in
July 2000), and t the time since July 2000 (year).



The MTBE attenuation rate (0.36/year) was
based on the best-fit attenuation rate for the MTBE
concentration data for this set of sites. The initial
MTBE concentration and starting time were set to yield
an MTBE concentration in January 2002 of 3000 μg/L
and a TBA concentration in January 2002 of 1700 μg/L,
consistent with the observed median of the maximum con-
centrations in January 2002 for the sites with continuous
monitoring data from 2001 to 2011. The TBA attenuation
rate was determined iteratively to obtain a good visual
fit to the observed change in TBA concentration over
time from 2002 to 2011. The final model-predicted TBA
concentration is shown as the solid line on Figure 2. The
model result is consistent with biodegradation of MTBE
as the primary source of TBA in groundwater. On the
basis of the observed link between MTBE and TBA,
TBA should continue to decrease steadily in the future
because the significant decrease in MTBE concentration
already observed corresponds with a significant decrease
in TBA generation.



The resulting TBA source attenuation rate was
0.20/year, corresponding to a TBA source half-life of
3.5 years. This is consistent with a recent study of TBA
plume behavior at LUFT sites, which found that 68% of
TBA plumes were stable or shrinking in lateral extent
and that only 6% were detached from the original source
(Kamath et al. 2011). This result suggests that the primary
source attenuation mechanism for TBA is a destructive
mechanism rather than advective transport away from the
source.
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Figure 2. Maximum site concentration vs. time for all sites with continuous groundwater monitoring data over the evaluation
period of June 2001 to June 2011. The solid line on TBA graph shows concentration predicted by sequential degradation
model.



Concentration Changes at Individual Sites
The change in dissolved concentrations of gasoline



constituents at individual sites was evaluated by com-
paring historical maximum site concentrations (2001 to
2011) to recent maximum site concentrations (2010 to
2011). This analysis included all sites that were open in
2010 or 2011 and had 4 or more years of monitoring
data in the GeoTracker database (rather than only sites
with continuous monitoring records from 2001 to 2011).
Figure 3 presents the reduction in maximum site ben-
zene concentration for 4404 individual sites that met these
criteria. Figure 4 summarizes the range of concentration
decreases in benzene, ethylbenzene, MTBE, and TBA for
sites that met the same criteria. In each panel of the figure,
the sites are ranked from smallest decrease in constituent
concentration to largest decrease in constituent concen-
tration. For each constituent, a small percentage of the
sites show no decrease in constituent concentration indi-
cating that the historic maximum concentration occurred
during 2010 or 2011. This may reflect either new releases
at these sites or additional site investigation activities that
more accurately characterized the source areas. Overall,
the analysis of reduction in maximum site concentra-
tion shows that the median reduction in maximum site
concentration has been 85% for benzene, 82% for ethyl-
benzene, 96% for MTBE, and 87% for TBA. Although



the historical maximum TBA concentration commonly
occurs later in the monitoring record, the observation of
a median 87% reduction from the historical maximum
TBA concentration suggests significant overall progress
in remediation.



Source Attenuation Rates for Benzene and MTBE
As discussed in the Analysis Methods section, we



determined source attenuation rates for all sites in the
database with 5 or more years of monitoring data available
during the time period of 2001 to 2011. The source
attenuation rates were determined using the maximum site
concentrations over time. A benzene source attenuation
rate was determined for 4765 sites and an MTBE source
attenuation rate was determined for 4284 sites. Source
concentrations were decreasing (i.e., the k source values
were positive) for benzene at 76% of the sites and for
MTBE at 85% of the sites. The median k source (including
sites with negative k source values) was 0.18/year for
benzene and 0.36/year for MTBE, corresponding to a
source half-life of 3.9 and 1.9 years, respectively. Over a
10-year period, the median attenuation rates would result
in an 83% decrease in benzene concentration and a 97%
decrease in MTBE concentration. These values are similar
to the observed median concentration decreases observed
for sites in California (see Figure 4).
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Figure 3. Change in maximum site benzene concentration: 2001 to 2011 vs. 2010 to 2011. The figure shows 4404 individual
sites with 4 or more years of monitoring data.



Sites with Limited Source Attenuation
Both the analysis of concentration changes at indi-



vidual sites and the analysis of source attenuation rates
identified a subset of 15% to 25% of sites (depending
on the constituent) where little or no source attenua-
tion was observed over the duration of the monitoring
record. The populations of sites with and without apparent
source attenuation had similar median monitoring dura-
tions and maximum historical constituent concentrations,
suggesting that the difference in source attenuation was
not attributable to differences in these two parameters.
There was no apparent relationship between source atten-
uation rates and geographic location. Additionally, based
on very limited data (21 sites), there was a weak rela-
tionship suggesting that sites with predominately silty or
clayey soils (low permeability soils) are more difficult to
remediate. About 50% of the fast attenuation sites (17
sites) had low permeability soils compared with 75% of
the slow attenuation sites (4 sites) (unpublished data).
Other possible but unverified causes for limited attenu-
ation include: (1) very large initial releases that will take
a lot more time to attenuation and (2) less oxygen getting
to light non-aqueous phase liquid (LNAPL) zones owing
to submerged LNAPL or more concrete cover. Additional
study may be required to understand the differences in
source attenuation between individual sites.



Effect of Remediation Technology on Source
Attenuation Rates



For the set of sites where either benzene or MTBE
source attenuation rates were determined, information on



remediation technologies were available for 3941 sites.
Benzene attenuation rates were available for 3524 of
these sites and MTBE attenuation rates were available for
3194 of these sites. The types of remediation technologies
identified included air sparging (406 sites), chemical
oxidation (253 sites), dual phase extraction (862 sites), in
situ enhanced bioremediation (172 sites), soil excavation
(1638 sites), monitored natural attenuation ([MNA] 270
sites), groundwater pump and treat (952 sites), NAPL
recovery (681 sites), soil vapor extraction (1558 sites), and
other technologies (633 sites). For this population of sites
where the remediation technology was identified, active
remediation (i.e., any remediation technology other than
MNA) was conducted at 98% of the sites. At 52% of the
sites, more than one technology was identified. For the
set of sites with information on remediation technologies,
the median benzene attenuation rate was 0.20/year and
the median MTBE attenuation rate was 0.38/year, values
similar to those for the larger set of sites with sufficient
data to calculate attenuation rates.



To evaluate the effect of site remediation on source
attenuation rates, median attenuation rates were compared
for populations of sites with and without specific remedi-
ation technologies. The population-level effect of individ-
ual remediation technologies on source attenuation rates
was evaluated by comparing the population of sites with
the specific technology to the population of sites with-
out the technology. The GeoTracker database does not
provide information how or when individual technologies
were applied at each site. As a result, the groundwa-
ter monitoring data used to determine attenuation rates
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Figure 4. Reduction in maximum site concentration: 2001 to 2011 vs. 2010 to 2011. Figure includes sites with four or more
years of monitoring data. In each panel, the sites are ranked from smallest decrease in constituent concentration to largest
decrease in constituent concentration. The dashed line shows the percentage of constituent remaining for the median site.



for each site may have included data from before and/or
after the technology was applied. For each technology, we
compared attenuation rates for (1) sites where only that
technology was applied, (2) all sites where that technol-
ogy was applied including sites where other technologies
were also applied, and (3) sites where the specific technol-
ogy was not applied but other technologies were applied
(Figure 5).



Owing to the limited information available concern-
ing how and when the technologies were applied to sites,
apparent differences in attenuation rates between sites
with and without a specific technology should be inter-
preted with caution. In addition, we evaluated differences
in attenuation rates for an existing population of sites (i.e.,
as would be done in an ecological study) rather than con-
ducting a controlled study where remediation technolo-
gies were randomly assigned to sites. It is possible that
observed differences in source attenuation rates are not
attributable to the remediation technologies but rather are
attributable to one or more unidentified site characteristics
that correlate with the remediation technologies applied.
For example, the observation of lower source attenuation
rates at sites with NAPL recovery may reflect larger origi-
nal releases at sites where NAPL recovery was conducted
rather than a detrimental effect of NAPL recovery. In other



words, the low attenuation rates at NAPL recovery sites
could be due to the presence of larger volumes of NAPL
at these sites. In addition, although information on geol-
ogy is not available in electronic form in the GeoTracker
Database, it is likely that soil vapor extraction (SVE) sys-
tems are more commonly installed at sand and gravel sites
rather than silt and clay sites. As a result, the difference
in attenuation rates between sites with and without SVE
could reflect differences in geology rather than differences
in technology effectiveness.



Finally, observed differences in attenuation rates
between sites with different technologies, at best, repre-
sent the difference in effectiveness of the technologies as
they are typically applied and monitored. For example,
in some cases, the effectiveness of point treatment tech-
nologies such as chemical oxidation is evaluated based on
monitoring at the same locations where the treatment is
applied. The observed attenuation rates do not necessarily
reflect the best possible performance of the technology
when optimally implemented.



Despite the limitations described above, the obser-
vation of differences in median technology performance
between large groups of sites does suggest differences
in the relative effectiveness of specific technologies,
as typically implemented, for reducing maximum site
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Figure 5. Effect of remediation technology on source attenuation rate. Figure shows median attenuation rates for (1) sites
where the technology was the only technology applied (green bar); (2) all sites where the technology was applied including sites
where other technologies were also applied (red bar); and (3) sites where the technology was not applied but other remediation
technologies were applied (blue bar). The error bars show the 95% confidence intervals for the median attenuation rates.
The number of sites is shown at the bottom of each bar. * = Statistical difference compared to sites without the technology
by Mann-Whitney U -test (p < 0.05), ** = statistical difference (p < 0.01).



concentrations of constituents in groundwater. The eval-
uation of differences in median attenuation rates between
large groups of sites provides confidence that the results
are not being significantly influenced by anomalous results
from a small number of sites where the technology may
not have been properly applied. Statistical differences
between sites with specific technologies vs. sites without
specific technologies (but with a mix of other technolo-
gies) were evaluated using the Mann-Whitney U -test.



On the basis of this comparison, sites where either
SVE or air sparging was applied had statistically sig-
nificantly higher source attenuation rates for both ben-
zene and MTBE. For the group of all sites with SVE
(including those with other technologies), the median
source attenuation rate was 28% higher for benzene
and 11% higher for MTBE compared with sites with-
out SVE. For the group of all sites with air sparging,
the median source attenuation rate was 53% higher for
benzene and 22% higher for MTBE compared to sites
without air sparging. For the group of all sites with
groundwater pump and treat there was a statistically
significantly higher MTBE source attenuation rate (by
17%), but the difference in the benzene source attenua-
tion rate was not statistically significant. The group of all
sites with chemical oxidation had statistically significantly
higher benzene source attenuation rates by 20% compared
with sites without chemical oxidation but the difference
in MTBE source attenuation rates was not statistically



significant. The source attenuation rates at sites with
dual phase extraction, enhanced in situ biodegradation,
or soil excavation were not significantly higher than at
sites without these technologies. Sites with NAPL recov-
ery had statistically significantly lower median benzene
and MTBE source attenuation rates (−41 and −21%,
respectively) compared with sites without NAPL recov-
ery; however, no information was available to account
for differences in original release volume, which may
have been larger at sites where NAPL recovery was
conducted.



The effectiveness of MNA as a remediation tech-
nology could not be directly evaluated because less than
100 sites of 3491 sites with information on remediation
technology were identified as having MNA as the only
remediation technology (i.e., no active remediation). The
other 170 sites where MNA was identified as a remedia-
tion technology were also identified as having an active
remediation technology. However, an earlier study based
on a more detailed evaluation of a smaller number of
sites found no significant difference in attenuation rates
between MNA sites and sites with active groundwater
remedies (Kamath et al. 2011).



The comparison of source attenuation rates at sites
with and without individual remediation technologies
suggests that commonly applied technologies differ in
their effectiveness on remediation of gasoline constituents
in groundwater. For example, air sparging and soil
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vapor extraction appear to be effective at increasing both
benzene and MTBE source attenuation rates, compared
to sites where a mixture of other technologies was
applied. An examination of the mode of action for
specific technologies on the source attenuation rates for
benzene vs. MTBE suggests that at least some of the
differences in attenuation rates between sites with and
without individual technologies are attributable to the
effect of the technology. For sites with air sparging, the
increase in benzene attenuation rates (53%) was greater
than the increase in MTBE attenuation rates (22%), which
could be attributable to benzene’s higher volatility. In
contrast, groundwater pump and treat had no significant
effect on benzene attenuation rates but resulted in a
17% increase in MTBE attenuation rates, which could be
attributable to MTBE’s much higher solubility.



The results of this study using the GeoTracker
database support the following conclusions:



• Source attenuation processes resulted in a median
source half-life (based on the trend in the maximum
concentration at each site) of 3.9 years for benzene and
1.9 years for MTBE. Attenuation rates were positive
(i.e., decreasing concentration) for benzene at 76% of
sites and for MTBE at 85% of sites.



• Comparing the historic maximum concentration (2001
to 2011) at each individual site to the current maximum
concentration (2010 to 2011), the median decrease
in concentration was 85% for benzene, 82% for
ethylbenzene, 96% for MTBE, and 87% for TBA.



• The observed patterns of MTBE concentrations vs. time
and TBA concentrations vs. time are consistent with a
simple model of sequential degradation of MTBE and
TBA. This simple model suggests a half-life for TBA
of 3.5 years.



• As typically applied, some technologies appear to be
more effective than other technologies at increasing
source attenuation rates at the population. For example,
SVE and air sparging appear to be more effective than
other technologies for benzene and groundwater pump
and treat appears to be more effective for MTBE. This
analysis does not support any conclusions regarding
remedy effectiveness at individual sites.



• The differential effect of two remediation technologies
(air sparging and pump-and-treat) on benzene vs.
MTBE source attenuation rates is consistent with the
difference that would be expected based on the chemical
properties of benzene vs. MTBE. Benzene is more
volatile from water than MTBE, making it more
susceptible to remediation by a volatilization technology
such as air sparging. In contrast, benzene has a lower
solubility than MTBE, making it less susceptible to
remediation by a water-phase extraction technology
such as groundwater pump and treat.



These findings indicate that the GeoTracker database
is a valuable resource for evaluating the overall progress
in site remediation and the effectiveness of site reme-
diation technologies. The GeoTracker database contains



additional information about site characteristics and his-
tory that we were not able to evaluate for this study.
Further analysis of the GeoTracker database is likely to
provide additional insights that could be used to shape
future approaches to site remediation.
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biodegradation. The evaluation of remediation technologies, however, did not evaluate whether
specific systems were well designed or implemented and did not control for potential differences in
other site factors, such as soil type.








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: EPA unveils improved RFS pathway petition process
Date: Friday, October 10, 2014 8:17:06 AM


News Headline: EPA unveils improved RFS pathway petition process | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Biomass Magazine - Online
News Text: The U.S. EPA has posted a notice to its website announcing it has taken action to improve
and streamline the pathway petition process under the renewable fuels standard (RFS).
 
In March, the agency issued a program notice indicating it would tax approximately six months to
improve the petition process for new biofuel pathways outlined in RFS regulations. According to the
EPA, it has now completed several of those steps outlined in March announcement.
 
According to the EPA, it has undertaken a LEAN exercise to improve the quality, transparency and
efficiency of its internal review process. An EPA webpage dedicated to Lean government explains the
process enables environmental agencies to work more efficiently by eliminating waste in
government processes. EPA offices have employed these LEAN methods to substantially shorten
process timeframes.
 
The LEAN exercise helped inform several improvements that are now being implemented. This
includes the development of a new website for the RFS petition process. The website includes tools
and information resources that aim to more efficiently provide the basic information requested by
stakeholders. According to the EPA, potential petitioners are encouraged to use the new Pathway
Screening tool, which gives these parties a way to receive tailored information from the EPA before
they start preparing their petitions. The petition submission process itself has also been streamlined.
Petitions can now be submitted electronically through a secure portal.
 
According to the EPA, it has also developed detailed guidance for petitioners, including step-by-step
instructions for various types of petitions. ” We strongly believe that this will help to standardize and
improve the quality of incoming petitions, which will reduce the time needed to review new
petitions,” said the EPA in its notice.
 
In addition, the EPA said it is launching the Efficient Producer petition process, which is designed to
expedite processing of the large number of petitions submitted by corn starch and grain sorghum
ethanol producers.
 
In a statement provided to Ethanol Producer Magazine Biomass Magazine, an EPA spokeswoman
noted that specific time required for the EPA to review a pathway petition depends on the
complexity of the application, the similarity of previously evaluated pathways, and whether the
petition includes all of the information needed to conduct a lifecycle analysis. “While we cannot
estimate a specific review time, the revised petition process includes improvements that we
anticipate will result in significant reductions in the time needed for review,” she said. ” For corn and
ethanol sorghum producers that use the new Efficient Producer petition process appropriately, we
have designed the review process to be expedited. We anticipate the review process will take
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several weeks, which will be a significant improvement. “
 
The EPA is also expected to continue to prioritize petitions for cellulosic pathways, particularly for
near-term projects.
 
“We believe we have revised our website to provide more detailed information in a way that is
easier for petitioners to understand. We hope they will use the new tools and information to
develop high quality petitions so that the review process can be as efficient as possible,” said the
EPA spokeswoman.
 
The EPA has invited stakeholders to provide input on now to continue to improve the petition
process. Comments can be submitted via email at supportt]epamts-support.com with the subject
line “Petition Process Input.”
 
Additional information on the new pathway petition process is available on the EPA website.
 








Dear Mark,


Ethanol volume mandates released this week by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) fall
short in ensuring that Americans have access to fuels they want and can safely use in their vehicles.
The vast majority of vehicles on the road today are manufacturer-approved to use fuel blends with
no more than 10 percent ethanol (E10), yet the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) requires refiners to
blend more ethanol into the nation’s fuel supply each year regardless of vehicle compatibility or
market conditions.


Although EPA has taken a step in the right direction by using its waiver authority to partially lower
ethanol mandates, biofuel requirements must be lowered further to protect consumers from the
blend wall – the point at which the RFS mandates more ethanol for the fuel supply than can be used
as E10. In addition to potentially causing engine damage, breaching the blend wall could increase
the price of E10 gasoline by up to 26 cents per gallon (Congressional Budget Office) and lead to a
30 percent reduction to the fuel supply (NERA Economic Consulting). Further, data from EPA,
Environmental Working Group, and numerous academics show corn ethanol emits more greenhouse
gases than gasoline.


A new poll of registered voters shows Americans are concerned about the impact of ethanol policy:


78 percent are concerned that breaching the ethanol blend wall could drive up the cost of
gasoline for consumers and reduce the nation’s fuel supply. (91 percent
of Republicans, 80 percent of Independents, and 73 percent of
Democrats)


75 percent are concerned that auto manufacturers have said they will not warranty their
vehicles if owners fuel up with an ethanol blend that is over 10 percent. (80 percent of
Republicans, 80 percent of Independents and 74 percent of Democrats)


77 percent are concerned that diverting more corn to energy production rather than to food
could result in higher food costs and contribute to world hunger. (85 percent of Republicans,
82 percent of Independents and 76 percent of Democrats)


Members on both sides of the aisle share their constituents’ concerns and agree the RFS is a failure.
To protect consumers, Congress must step in to repeal or significantly reform the RFS.


Sincerely,


Jack N. Gerard
President & CEO
API
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Ethanol and the Environment


Corn-based ethanol yields 27 percent more
greenhouse gases over its full lifecycle
compared to regular gasoline, according to
EPA analysis. A recent University of
Tennessee report is one of several to
demonstrate that the RFS fails to live up to its
environmental objectives. Learn more about
the environmental impact of the RFS.
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About API:
 
API is a national trade association that represents all segments of America’s technology-
driven oil and natural gas industry. Its more than 625 members – including large integrated
companies, exploration and production, refining, marketing, pipeline, and marine businesses,
and service and supply firms – provide most of the nation’s energy and are backed by a
growing grassroots movement of more than 25 million Americans. The industry also supports
9.8 million U.S. jobs and 8 percent of the U.S. economy and, since 2000, has invested over
$3 trillion in U.S. capital projects to advance all forms of energy, including alternatives.


 


To learn more about API and the value of oil and natural gas, please visit API.org.
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Latest Developments


NTSB Chief: Communities Not Prepared for Worst-Case Rail Accidents


Posted April 21, 2014, 3:18 P.M. ET


Deborah Hersman, the outgoing chairwoman of the National Transportation Safety Board, said April 21
that U.S. communities are not prepared to adequately respond to worst-case accidents involving trains
carrying crude oil and ethanol.


Answering questions following her farewell address at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C.,
Hersman said that U.S. regulators are “behind the curve” in addressing the transport of hazardous liquids
by rail. She said federal regulations have not been revised to address the increase in rail transport of crude
oil and other flammable liquids, which she said has increased by over 440 percent since 2005.


Hersman, who is leaving her post at NTSB April 25 to serve as president of the National Safety
Council, said the petroleum industry and first responders don't have provisions in place to address a
“worst-case scenario event,” such as the July 2013 train derailment in Lac-Mégantic, Quebec, that resulted
in 47 fatalities.


The NTSB will hold an April 22-23 forum on the safe transport of crude oil and ethanol by rail. The
forum will include discussions on tank car design, emergency response to releases of flammable liquids
and federal oversight of crude oil and ethanol transport.


Supreme Court Declines Review of Judgment Against Exxon Mobil


Posted April 21, 2014, 11:56 A.M. ET


The Supreme Court declined April 21 to consider an appeal from Exxon Mobil Corp. on a federal
appeals court $104.69 million award against the company for allegedly polluting New York City's
groundwater with the gasoline additive methyl tertiary butyl ether ( Exxon Mobil Corp. v. City of New York,
U.S., No. 13-842, cert denied 4/21/14 ).
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messages, please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-566-2370. 
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Exxon Mobil had argued the award against it relied on speculative, future events because New York
City was not planning to use the wells with the contaminated water for another 15 to 20 years. A jury
originally found the petroleum giant liable for failure to warn, trespass, public nuisance and negligence in
2009 and a federal appeals court upheld that award in July 2013.


Exxon Mobil argued that the Clean Air Act required it to use MTBE, a gasoline additive designed to
reduce air pollution and promote more complete combustion, and said the statute shielded it from liability
when companies use the most feasible means of complying with its requirements.


The Environmental Protection Agency has concluded that MTBE can “make drinking water supplies
undrinkable due to its offensive taste and odor” but scientists “have not concluded that the use of MTBE-
oxygenated gasoline poses an imminent threat to public health.”


New York City, the New York City Water Board and the New York City Municipal Water Finance
Authority are represented by Jenner & Block LLP, Sher Leff LLP and the Corporation Counsel of the City of
New York. The petitioners are represented by Bancroft PLLC.


Court Dismisses Some Claims in Lawsuit Challenging Neonicotinoids


Posted April 21, 2014, 3:41 P.M. ET


A U.S. district court dismissed several claims in a lawsuit challenging the Environmental Protection
Agency's registration of two neonicotinoid insecticides, but determined a coalition of beekeepers and
environmental groups can continue to challenge the agency's decision to allow clothianidin to remain on
the market despite alleged “unreasonable adverse effects” on the environment ( Ellis v. Bradbury, N.D.
Cal., No. 131266, order on motion to dismiss issued 4/18/14 ).


The U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California, in an order issued April 18, granted in
part and denied in part motions from the EPA and industry groups to dismiss the lawsuit, dismissing four
claims. The court determined that those claims should be dismissed because the plaintiffs failed to exhaust
the “administrative remedies” available at the EPA before seeking judicial review.


The lawsuit, filed in March 2013, is seeking the immediate suspension of the registrations of
clothianidin and thiamethoxam. The plaintiffs, which include individual beekeepers, Center for Food Safety,
Sierra Club and other environmental groups, alleged that the two insecticides were registered in violation
of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act, the Administrative Procedure Act and the
Endangered Species Act.


Peter Jenkins, an attorney with the Center for Food Safety, told Bloomberg BNA that the plaintiffs'
lawsuit is still “in good shape” despite the court's decision to dismiss some of the claims.


Cellulosic Ethanol Can Emit More Carbon Than Gasoline, Study Says


Posted April 21, 2014, 12:36 P.M. ET


Using corn stover to produce cellulosic ethanol releases carbon dioxide that otherwise would have been
stored in the soil, according to a study published in the April 20 edition of the journal Nature Climate
Change.


The study, “Biofuels From Crop Residue Can Reduce Soil Carbon and Increase CO2 Emissions,” said
that ethanol produced from corn stover can emit 7 percent more life-cycle greenhouse gases than
gasoline. Those emissions exceed the 60 percent life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions reduction required to
qualify as an advanced biofuel under the renewable fuel standard, researchers from the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln said.


The study said that removing corn stover—stalks, leaves and cobs in cornfields after the harvest—to
produce cellulosic ethanol generates an additional 50 grams to 70 grams of carbon dioxide per megajoule
of biofuel energy produced.


The study was funded through a three-year, $500,000 grant from the Energy Department and
compared carbon dioxide measurements taken from a Nebraska cornfield between 2001 and 2010 to
validate its emissions model based on 36 field studies across North America, Europe, Africa and Asia.


Both the Environmental Protection Agency and biofuels producers disputed the study's conclusions,
arguing its methodology was flawed. They said the study greatly overestimates the amount of stover that
would be harvested to produce cellulosic ethanol.


Daily Environment Report 
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: ETHANOL: Flex-fuel hampered by lack of consumer demand
Date: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 7:06:01 AM


News Headline: ETHANOL: Flex-fuel hampered by lack of consumer demand | 


Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: Refiners and auto manufacturers last week said they doubted that flex-fuel vehicles designed
to run on mostly corn-based fuel will fix the challenges with the federal ethanol mandate. 


Biofuel supporters have pushed flex-fuel vehicles as oa way to overcome the blend wall, or the 10
percent practical limit to the amount of ethanol that can be used in gasoline. Flex-fuel vehicles are
designed to run on gasoline mixed with up to 85 percent ethanol. 


But consumers simply aren't demanding enough E85 right now, refiners and automakers said at a major
ethanol industry conference last week in Orlando, Fla. And proposed U.S. EPA fuel and emissions
regulations have challenged the viability of building more flex-fuel vehicles, auto manufacturers said. 


"Based on our extensive real-world experience of going to the market with this fuel, E85 sales have
limited growth potential and will not be the silver bullet," Dave Whikehart, director of product supply and
optimization at Marathon Petroleum Co., said. 


For the first time this year, EPA has proposed to roll back the ethanol mandate to take into account the
blend wall. The agency has proposed requiring that refiners blend 13 billion gallons of ethanol, about 800
million gallons less than in 2013 (E&ENews PM, Nov. 15, 2013). 


Biofuel backers have slammed the proposal, warning that it is a step backward for biofuels policy that will
lead to economic losses in rural America. They argue that increased use of higher ethanol blends, such
as E85, present a viable solution to adding more ethanol to the U.S. fuel market. 


Flex-fuel vehicles have been on the rise since about 2006, according to automakers. There are currently
about 15 million flex-fuel vehicles on the road, constituting about 6 percent of the entire vehicle fleet. 


E85, on the other hand, is currently sold at 3,000 locations, mostly in the Midwest. Last year, gas stations
installed special E85 pumps at 225 new locations, an 8 percent increase over the previous year. 


Accurate sales results are difficult to ascertain, as states do not record data in uniform ways. In the
Midwestern states that have good records, the fuel's progress is mixed. Iowa set a record in sales last
year of nearly 10.9 million gallons, up nearly 20 percent from 2012, when drought crippled the nation's
corn country. Gas stations in neighboring Minnesota, on the other hand, sold more than 18 million gallons
last year but came in under the 2011 record of 19.8 million gallons. 


The selling points of E85 are that it packs more octane and reduces carbon dioxide emissions at the
tailpipe compared to conventional gasoline. It's also significantly cheaper than gasoline containing 10
percent ethanol, which makes up the majority of gasoline sold at gas stations; in January, E85 averaged
$2.77 a gallon compared to E10's average of $3.26 a gallon, according to the U.S. Energy Information
Administration. 


But despite the general increase in E85's popularity, there are still several barriers to more widespread
use that could really make a dent in the blend wall, refiners and auto manufacturers said last week. 


For one, a flex-fuel car fueled on E85 can drive about 80 percent the distance that a car fueled on
gasoline containing 10 percent ethanol can travel. There's also a big disconnect between where flex-fuel
vehicles are located and where E85 is sold; Texas, California and Florida, for example, lead the country
in the most flex-fuel cars and trucks, but each have a handful of stations that sell E85. 
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Nationwide, 5 million flex-fuel vehicles are located within 5 miles of an E85 station, according to Bruce
Babcock, an energy economist at Iowa State University. 


"The reality is E85 is not available everywhere. It's mostly available in the upper Midwest," Babcock said.
"If you go to where the flex-fuel vehicles are -- Florida, Texas and California -- there's very few E85
stations available, and they haven't priced it anywhere near the price that's needed to get those owners of
flex-fuel vehicles to buy it." 


The main challenge for refiners is a general lack of consumer demand, Whikehart of Marathon said. 


Marathon's Speedway brand has sold E85 for years "but has experienced relatively poor customer
acceptance resulting in limited sales volumes," he said. The company has invested in infrastructure to
offer E85 at its terminals in the Southeast, but wholesale demand there is "nonexistent." 


"To date, these infrastructure investments have not produced the desired returns," he said. 
Motorists 'aggressively ignore it' 


A survey by NACS: The Association for Convenience & Fuel Retailing last June found that consumers
were largely still unaware of E85: 29 percent of 1,183 consumers surveyed were familiar with E85, while
10 percent said they drove a flex-fuel vehicle. 


Bill Woebkenberg, a senior fuels engineer at Mercedes-Benz Research & Development North America,
also said that automakers struggle with getting customers to want E85. 


"Right now, they don't want it. They aggressively ignore it," he said. "It's a very useful fuel that's not being
utilized." 


Some EPA regulations governing fuel economy and greenhouse gas emissions are also acting as
barriers to more adoption, said Coleman Jones, biofuels manager at General Motors. EPA has yet to
issue fuel economy guidance to automakers that will address how E85 sales data is to be used. New
greenhouse gas rules also provide little incentive because they emphasize certification fuels that pack a
higher energy punch. 


EPA rules, in general, allow automakers to optimize their cars on higher blends of ethanol. But it's a
"chicken or the egg" scenario because they require that automakers first show that the fuel is being used. 


Still, ethanol producers and supporters remain optimistic about E85 and say it can go a long way in
addressing the blend wall. 


The Renewable Fuels Association, which hosted the ethanol conference last week in Orlando, said that
it's "perfectly realistic" that E85 ethanol volumes reach 700 million gallons this year, compared to the 300
million estimated by EPA, and it criticized refiners, including Marathon, for using the blend wall as an
excuse to not comply with the ethanol targets envisioned by the renewable fuel standard. 


"There are some stakeholders," said Geoff Cooper, RFA's chief economist, "who believe we have gone
far enough with the program, and they're ready to throw in the towel because the RFS is beginning to
push them out of their comfort zone." 


Cooper said that EPA should let the RFS take refiners above the 10 percent blend wall. Under that
scenario, renewable identification numbers, or the credits that refiners buy and sell to meet their
obligations under the standard, can be used to stimulate growth in E85, he said. 


According to Minnesota sales data, for example, E85 sales increased last year as credit prices rose and
refiners were spooked about hitting the wall. The state sold 2.2 million gallons of E85 in August, right after
prices spiked to their highest level of $1.44 a gallon of ethanol and then down to 1.2 million gallons in
December when prices fell to the 30-cent range. 







Babcock of Iowa State University also said it was feasible to expect 700 million gallons this year -- but
only if E85 is priced correctly. Although E85 has been cheaper than conventional gasoline, it's historically
been priced at a higher level than that which makes sense for consumers, given its lower energy content,
he said. 


"I don't think it's a failed fuel," he said. "I don't think it's priced right."








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: How "Big Corn" lost the ethanol battle to Philadelphia refiners
Date: Monday, May 12, 2014 12:09:52 PM


News Headline: How 'Big Corn' lost the ethanol battle to Philadelphia refiners | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Chicago Tribune - Online
News Text: NEW YORK/WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Six months ago the U.S. oil industry scored a
surprise win against farm groups when the Obama administration proposed slashing the amount of
ethanol refiners must blend into gasoline, a move that could save them billions of dollars.
 
Stunned by the reversal, producers of the corn-based biofuel and their supporters are now fighting
back ahead of a June deadline for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to make a final
decision on the cut.
 
The clash has been portrayed as a battle between "Big Oil" and "Big Corn," two powerful and deep-
pocketed lobbies. But a Reuters review of public records and interviews with lawmakers, lobbyists
and executives reveals a more complex picture.
 
A private equity firm and an airline helped convince the Obama administration to backtrack, at least
temporarily, on a policy it has supported for years: requiring steadily-rising volumes of ethanol to be
blended into gasoline each year, a key to shifting U.S. energy consumption toward renewable
sources.
 
The ethanol industry, blindsided by the proposed cut, has said it was orchestrated by "Big Oil."
However, some of the most effective players in the fight weren't traditional oil majors but rather The
Carlyle Group and Delta Air Lines, owners of two Philadelphia-area refiners.
 
Together with their allies, the refiners helped convince policymakers that the rising mandates would
cripple their businesses and threaten thousands of jobs.
 
For key White House officials including Gene Sperling, President Barack Obama's top economic
adviser at the time, the pitch was familiar: a year earlier, many of the same players had worked with
him to rescue Philadelphia refineries from closure, saving jobs and keeping a lid on East Coast gas
prices.
 
In one exchange last July, Philadelphia Congressman Robert Brady contacted Vice President Joe
Biden on behalf of Carlyle, which bought two struggling refineries in his district in 2012. They had
been on the brink of closure due to lower margins then; now they were threatened by biofuel
mandates, whose cost eclipses the salaries of all refinery workers combined.
 
"I talked to the vice president and I told him what the issue was, and he said, 'we've got to try to fix
that,'" Brady said in an interview. "And we fixed it."
 
It is impossible to say how much impact any one group or company had on the decision to reduce
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the mandates. Carlyle and Delta acknowledged contacting lawmakers and regulators but declined to
comment on specific meetings.
 
The EPA said it consulted with stakeholders and other arms of the federal government but made the
final decision itself.
 
Still, the efforts of this informal coalition help explain how an industry with few open allies in
Washington was able to prevail - at least temporarily - over the once-invincible farm lobby, which
has seen its sway diminish.
 
"For thirty years, you would have lost a lot of money betting against ethanol, which usually wins,"
said Bob McNally, an energy consultant and former White House energy advisor under President
George W. Bush. "This time was different."
 
GETTING THE POLICY "RIGHT"
 
At its core, the fight is about who should bear the cost of blending increasing volumes of biofuels like
ethanol into fuel supplies under a 2007 law supported by both the Bush and Obama administrations:
the Renewable Fuel Standard, or RFS.
 
Refiners say the law, which mandates more biofuels to be blended into petroleum-based fuels
through 2022, is an untenable burden as gasoline demand shrinks. Biofuel groups say the volumes
required by the law should be met.
 
Dan Utech, a senior energy adviser to Obama, said in an interview that the administration "heard
loudly and repeatedly" from both sides. "Our goal was to try to balance objectives and get the policy
right," he said.
 
Tom Buis, CEO of Growth Energy, one of Washington's top two ethanol groups, pins the proposed
cut on the oil industry's heavy spending and an aggressive "misinformation" campaign about the
ethanol mandates' impact on gasoline prices.
 
Refiners spent at least $81 million on lobbying last year, nearly triple that of biofuel producers,
according to a Reuters analysis of data from the Center for Responsive Politics. The data does not
itemize spending on specific issues like the RFS.
 








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Biofuel trade groups discuss RFS rulemaking, announce ad campaign
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 8:18:08 AM


http://ethanolproducer.com/articles/12234/biofuel-trade-groups-discuss-rfs-rulemaking-announce-
ad-campaign
 
Biofuel trade groups discuss RFS rulemaking, announce ad campaign
By Erin Voegele | May 12, 2015
 
On May 12, representatives of two biofuel trade organizations discussed the choice the White House
and U.S. EPA face in proposing upcoming renewable volume requirements (RVOs) under the
renewable fuel standard.
 
Bob Dinneen, president and CEO of the Renewable Fuels Association, kicked of the media call by
discussing a letter the American Petroleum Institute and American Fuel & Petrochemical
Manufacturers issued to the EPA earlier this month advocating for the agency to continue using the
flawed methodology contained in the original 2014 RVO proposed rule. The RFA was among a group
of 10 biofuel trade associations and companies that sent a letter EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy
last week in response to the API/AFPM statement.
 
During the call, Dinneen noted that the heart of the controversy around the EPA’s initial 2014 RVO
rulemaking is whether the agency, as a matter of law, is allowed to consider the so-called E10 blend
wall in determining RFS volumes.
 
“The oil industry says ‘yes,’” he said, adding that the petroleum industry indicated we’ve reached the
maximum level of ethanol that can be blended into gasoline because there aren’t enough vehicles or
infrastructure to accommodate higher blends. “We say that’s nonsense because the RFS legislation
was designed to break the blend wall, to force the investment in infrastructure and technology that
would drive increased consumer choice,” Dinneen said. “The fact the law ultimately requires 36
billion gallons of renewable fuel to be used, far more than can be used in a 10 percent blend,
certainly suggests where a bipartisan Congress landed on this issue in 2007.”
 
Dinneen also argued that API is wrong about its belief about the blend wall for other reasons. “The
law provides a waiver from the required volumes for two circumstances: severe harm to the
economy, which can’t be demonstrated when ethanol is less expensive than gasoline, and
inadequate domestic supply. But, congress specifically rejected versions of the bill that included
infrastructure and demand as a factor in such a waiver,” he said.
 
“Second, as a practical matter, API is also wrong about the market’s ability to consume more than 10
percent ethanol,” Dinneen continued. “There are now 17.5 million FFVs on the road capable of using
anything from E10 to E15 to E85, and while EPA has approved E15 for as much as 85 percent of the
vehicles on the road, manufacturers themselves now provide warranty coverage for E15 for as many
as 41 million vehicles, that’s more than three times as many cars warrantied for E15 than are
currently required to use premium gasoline. We don’t have a problem locating premium fuel in this
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country and there is no reason, other than greed, that E15 is so scarce. This is not a market or
consumer issue, this is a clear case of an incumbent industry unwilling to acknowledge a changing
landscape and trying desperately to hang on to its monopoly, refusing to make investments in
infrastructure or allow franchisees to offer consumers a lower-priced higher-octane renewable fuel.”
 
To help McCarthy, members of Congress and President Obama understand the choice they face in
setting the RFS RVOs, Fuels America has launched a six-figure ad buy in Washington, D.C., that
includes television and digital advertisements. Dinneen stressed the choice in how to implement the
RFS is essentially a choice between American innovators or oil industry profits; low carbon fuels or
fracking; value-added markets for farmers and jobs in rural America or imports; and a sustainable
energy future or a return to the failed energy policies of the past. “It seems like a pretty clear
choice,” he said.
 
Brooke Coleman, executive director of the Advanced Ethanol Council, said the question is whether
the EPA will, for the first time, waive the RFS if the oil industry refuses to distribute renewable fuels.
“If oil companies know they can avoid the RFS by simply refusing to enter into contracts to buy and
distribute our fuel, advanced biofuels will cease to have a U.S. market, and U.S. investment will dry
up,” he said.
 
According to Coleman, the EPA’s initial proposal for 2014 RVOs has already impacted the willingness
of some advanced biofuel companies to commit to additional U.S. investments. “Almost without
exception, our companies are looking in China, in Brazil, in some cases in India and in some cases in
Europe, to develop their second and third projects, while the first ones wait to see what the
president is going to do,” he said.
 
Coleman also noted that the issue with the RFS rulemaking could have far-reaching impacts. If Big
Oil’s refusal to comply with the RFS works, Coleman indicated that refusal could become the
playbook for other industries on how to avoid compliance with Clean Air Act programs.
 
When asked about plans to meet with the White House to discuss the upcoming RVO proposals,
Dinneen was unable to offer any specific details, but said those meetings are likely to occur. He also
noted that the EPA has not held any stakeholder meetings during the initial rulemaking process.
 
Regarding the administration’s rulemaking decision, Dinneen added that while the RFS rule will be
the EPA’s, the content of the rule will essentially be the White House’s call. He also noted that there
have been so many personnel changes at the White House, it’s hard to determine what the decision
will be.
 
Coleman added that he is fairly certain White House advisors are still considering the bad
methodology, primarily because it alleviates political pressure from the oil industry. “We don’t know
where they are going to go. We suspect there is more than one option on the table,” he said, adding
that the Fuels America ad buy is only the first in a long series of strategies that will be deployed over
the course of the month to help explain to those in Washington, D.C., and consumers as a whole,
what the choice is all about.
 







Coleman also said that he expects the EPA to issue the RVO proposal within the June 1 timeline
agreed to in court documents. While the White House Office of Management and Budget technically
has up to 90 days to consider a proposed rule, Coleman said the OMB has acknowledged the EPA’s
timeframe in announcing an expedited review of the rule. “I would be quite surprised if the
administration was not able to get the proposal out in the timeframe that they’ve agreed to with the
courts,” he said.
 
The EPA submitted the proposed rule for the 2014, 2015 and 2016 RVOs to the OMB on May 7. In
April, the agency announced its intent to release proposed rulemaking for the 2014, 2015, and 2016
RFS renewable volume requirements (RVOs), along with 2017 RVOs for renewable diesel, by June 1.
Final rulemaking is scheduled to be issued by Nov. 30.
 
 








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Ethanol plants" profits 2nd-highest on record
Date: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 11:26:40 AM


News Headline: Ethanol plants' profits 2nd-highest on record | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Des Moines Register - Online
News Text: WASHINGTON — The average U.S. ethanol plant made a profit of $23 million last year,
the second-most profitable on record, as producers of the renewable fuel benefited from lower corn
prices, according to a study by the University of Illinois.
 
Scott Irwin, an economist at the university, said profits last year were just short of the average plant
high of $25 million posted in 2007.
 
It’s been a volatile ride for ethanol producers during the last few years as high corn prices in 2012,
the result of the widespread U.S. drought, led the average ethanol plant to lose $7.3 million. That
forced many plants to close or roll back production. The average from 2007 to 2013 was a profit of
$7.4 million, the study found.
 
“Recent headlines about biofuel policies paint a very negative picture of the biofuel industry,” Irwin
said. “It might then be surprising to learn that ethanol producers over the last year have enjoyed one
of their best periods of profitability ever. As a result, the ethanol production industry is on a much
sounder financial footing after being ravaged by drought-related losses in 2012.”
 
U.S. ethanol producers are keeping a close watch on the Environmental Protection Agency, which
proposed lowering the amount of the corn-based fuel that the federal government would require to
be blended into the gasoline supply in 2014. The renewable fuels industry has warned that a cut to
the country’s Renewable Fuel Standard would slow growth for the sector, especially for ethanol
made from grasses, wood chips and other crop residue.
 
Iowa, the country’s largest ethanol producer, has 42 refineries capable of producing over 3.8 billion
gallons annually, with three cellulosic ethanol facilities under construction.
 
The U.S. Agriculture Department has forecast a corn crop in 2014 of nearly 14 billion bushels on 92
million acres. Strong production would further replenish low global stockpiles, putting additional
pressure on prices that plunged 40 percent last year as output rebounded from the drought-ravaged
2012.
 
Corn, used in everything from animal feed to ethanol, is forecast to average $3.90 a bushel in the
coming marketing year, a decline of 60 cents from the prior year.If those forecasts are accurate,
prices would be the lowest since the 2009-10 marketing year. Corn is currently trading for about
$4.80 a bushel.
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From: Barolo, Mark
To: Wiley, David R -FS
Subject: RE: Congrats!
Date: Wednesday, June 24, 2015 12:50:00 PM
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Thanks Dave.  Yes, it was quite a journey.  Nice to complete this stage. 
 
And sure, that is a good excuse to have a celebratory lunch.  Hope you have a good couple weeks –
let’s try to catch up some time in July.
 
Hope all is well,
Mark
 


From: Wiley, David R -FS [mailto:davidrwiley@fs.fed.us] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2015 11:37 AM
To: Miller, Paul; Barolo, Mark; Smith, TimR; Anderson, Will; Mcneely, Steven
Subject: Congrats!
 
Hello, UST/LUST stalwarts,
Congratulations on getting new regs approved!  What a huge job. 
 
I think this calls for a celebratory lunch outing, as I’m sure you now have plenty of time (ha!).
 
FYI, I’m out the next 2 weeks.
 
Again, congrats,


   
David Wiley 
Capital Assets Program Manager


Forest Service
Washington Office—Engineering


p: 703-605-4512
davidrwiley@fs.fed.us


201 14th St., SW 
Washington, DC 20250
www.fs.fed.us 


Caring for the land and serving people


 
 


From: sitemgr@fedcenter.gov [mailto:sitemgr@fedcenter.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2015 4:47 AM
To: Wiley, David R -FS
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Subject: FedCenter Daily Newsletter
 


FedCenter Daily Newsletter for Wednesday, June 24, 2015


 
Announcements
 


Home
EPA Issues Updates to Underground Storage Tank Regulations (06/23/2015) 
The intent of these revisions is to strengthen the 1988 federal underground storage tank (UST)
regulations by increasing emphasis on properly operating and maintaining UST equipment.
The revisions will help prevent and detect UST releases, which are a leading source of
groundwater contamination. The revisions will also help ensure all USTs in the United States,
including those in Indian country, meet the same minimum standards. This is the first major
revision to the federal UST regulations since 1988.
USDA Updates Department Policy for Climate Change Adaptation (06/23/2015) 
USDA is taking steps to integrate climate change adaptation into USDA's programs and
operations. These efforts will help ensure taxpayer resources are invested wisely and that
USDA services and operations remain effective under current and future climate conditions.
 
Articles
 


Regulatory Watch
H.R. 2719. Tribal Coastal Resiliency Act (Draft) (06/23/2015) 
A bill to amend the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 to authorize grants to Indian tribes
to further achievement of tribal coastal zone objectives, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Natural Resources (Congressional Record; 10 June 2015 [House], page
H4135).
H.R. 2724. Reliable Investment in Vital Energy Reauthorization (RIVER) Act (Draft)
(06/23/2015) 
A bill to amend the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to reauthorize hydroelectric production
incentives and hydroelectric efficiency improvement incentives, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce (Congressional Record; 10 June 2015 [House], page
H4135).
H.R. 2735. Accountable Recovery Act (Draft) (06/23/2015) 
A bill to amend the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to require establishment of objective
numerical recovery goals for removal of species from lists of endangered species and
threatened species under that Act, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Natural
Resources (Congressional Record; 11 June 2015 [House], page H4241).
H.R. 2783. Superfund Polluter Pays Act (Draft) (06/23/2015) 
A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the financing of the Superfund;
to the Committee on Ways and Means (Congressional Record; 15 June 2015 [House], page
H4382).
H.R. 2792. Manufacturers First Act of 2015 (Draft) (06/23/2015) 
A bill to require that any revision to, or establishment of, a national primary or secondary
ambient air quality standard be made by statute, and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce (Congressional Record; 16 June 2015 [House], page H4431).
H.R. 2804. Safeguarding America's Future and Environment Act (Draft) (06/23/2015) 
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A bill to establish an integrated national approach to respond to ongoing and expected effects
of extreme weather and climate change by protecting, managing, and conserving the fish,
wildlife, and plants of the United States, and to maximize Government efficiency and reduce
costs, in cooperation with State, local, and tribal governments and other entities, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Resources (Congressional Record; 17 June 2015
[House], page H4491).
H.R. 2809. Great Lakes Water Protection Act (Draft) (06/23/2015) 
A bill to amend the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to prohibit sewage dumping into the
Great Lakes, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
(Congressional Record; 17 June 2015 [House], page H4491).
Proposal To Mitigate Exposure to Bees From Acutely Toxic Pesticide Products; Extension of
Comment Period (Draft) (06/23/2015) 
EPA issued a notice in the Federal Register of May 29, 2015, concerning EPA's Proposal to
Mitigate Exposure to Bees from Acutely Toxic Pesticide Products. This document extends the
comment period for 30 days, from June 29, 2015 to July 29, 2015. Multiple stakeholders
requested that EPA extend the comment period due to the complexity and importance of this
issue. EPA is granting the extension. The comment period for the document published on May
29, 2015 (80 FR 30644), is extended to 29 July 2015. POC is Michael Goodis, Pesticide Re-
Evaluation Division (7508P), Office of Pesticide Programs, EPA, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave.
NW., Washington, DC 20460-0001; tel: 703-308-8157; email: goodis.michael@epa.gov
(Federal Register; 19 June 2015 [Proposed Rules], pages 35297 - 35298).
S. 1584. Renewable Fuel Standard Repeal Act (Draft) (06/23/2015) 
A bill to repeal the renewable fuel standard; to the Committee on Environment and Public
Works (Congressional Record; 16 June 2015 [Senate], page S4202).
 
Bookmarks
 


Energy
Data Center Metering and Resource Guide (Version 1.0) (06/23/2015) 
This Guide is intended to help Data Center owners and operators gather the necessary data to
participate in the Better Buildings Challenge (BBC). The BBC process includes supplying
data that is at least partially metered, and this Guide describes the requirements and how to
implement a metering system that will provide the necessary data. Focus is on calculating the
power usage effectiveness (PUE) metric.
 
Events
 


Acquisition
07/15/2015
Saving the Pollinators: Purchasing Strategies to Protect Bees and Other Pollinators (Web-
based) (07/15/2015 from 02:00 PM - 04:00 PM) 
Responsible Purchasing Network (RPN) and Friends of the Earth (FOE) are co-hosting
"Saving the Pollinators", a webinar on purchasing strategies government agencies, educational
institutions and businesses can take to protect bees and other pollinators.


Energy
06/26/2015
Data Center Metering Webinar (Web-based) (06/26/2015 from 12:00 PM - 01:00 PM) 
The webinar will help improve participant understanding of appropriate metrics and metering
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schemes for determining the energy efficiency of data center infrastructure. The webinar will
also provide reference calculation guides for different metering levels and data center
architectures, including: Standalone data centers; Embedded data centers; Metered data
centers; Unmetered data centers; New construction, and Retrofitting existing facilities.


Natural Resources
07/15/2015
Saving the Pollinators: Purchasing Strategies to Protect Bees and Other Pollinators (Web-
based) (07/15/2015 from 02:00 PM - 04:00 PM) 
Responsible Purchasing Network (RPN) and Friends of the Earth (FOE) are co-hosting
"Saving the Pollinators", a webinar on purchasing strategies government agencies, educational
institutions and businesses can take to protect bees and other pollinators.


Training
06/26/2015
Data Center Metering Webinar (Web-based) (06/26/2015 from 12:00 PM - 01:00 PM) 
The webinar will help improve participant understanding of appropriate metrics and metering
schemes for determining the energy efficiency of data center infrastructure. The webinar will
also provide reference calculation guides for different metering levels and data center
architectures, including: Standalone data centers; Embedded data centers; Metered data
centers; Unmetered data centers; New construction, and Retrofitting existing facilities.
07/15/2015
Saving the Pollinators: Purchasing Strategies to Protect Bees and Other Pollinators (Web-
based) (07/15/2015 from 02:00 PM - 04:00 PM) 
Responsible Purchasing Network (RPN) and Friends of the Earth (FOE) are co-hosting
"Saving the Pollinators", a webinar on purchasing strategies government agencies, educational
institutions and businesses can take to protect bees and other pollinators.


Like Us on Facebook! Follow Us on Twitter!


This newsletter is being brought to you by FedCenter, whose sole focus is assisting federal
facilities meet their environmental stewardship and compliance needs. FedCenter major
program areas include Executive Orders 13514 and 13423, Environmental Compliance,
Acquisition, Cleanup, EMS, Energy, Greenhouse Gases, High Performance Buildings, NEPA,
Electronics Stewardship, Pollution Prevention, Chemical Management, Sustainability,
Transportation, Climate Change Adaptation, Water Efficiency and Natural Resources.
Additional compliance assistance information, collaboration tools and support services are
also provided. Visit our website at http://www.fedcenter.gov and let us know what you think
about the Center and how we can be of assistance to you.


Because you are a FedCenter member, you have the option of receiving this information
update on a daily, weekly or monthly basis. To change your preferences, or if you do not wish
to continue receiving this newsletter, please visit the site at http://www.fedcenter.gov/login, go
to Members->My Page, and click the Subscriptions link.


Thanks for visiting FedCenter!
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From: Barolo, Mark
To: Dixon, Kenneth; Mcneely, Steven
Cc: Linder, Steven
Subject: RE: Jul. 28 -- BNA Report (San Francisco UST Settlement)
Date: Friday, July 31, 2015 9:47:00 AM


Thanks for forwarding.  Good success for CA’s enforcement program, and I like the SEP concept they built
into it.
 
 
 


From: Dixon, Kenneth 
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2015 1:16 PM
To: Barolo, Mark; Mcneely, Steven
Cc: Linder, Steven
Subject: FW: Jul. 28 -- BNA Report (San Francisco UST Settlement)
 
FYI, this settlement is a direct outgrowth of the Government-Owned Tanks (GOT) Initiative funded and
overseen by our Interagency Agreement to support UST leak prevention activities in California.  San
Francisco County departments oversee both UST inspections and the MTA (aka Muni) operations. Similar
actions have been taken against local agencies in Long Beach and Glendale in the last two years, but a
39,000 gallon diesel release from one of these San Francisco Muni yards in 2005 prompted the whole
Initiative. EPA imposed a $250,000 civil penalty at the time.  State Water Board press release is also
attached.
 
 
Enforcement
San Francisco Settles Underground Tank Violations
San Francisco officials have negotiated a $1.35 million agreement to resolve alleged underground
storage tank violations at four facilities, the California State Water Resources Control Board said
(People v. City and County of San Francisco,...
 
 


From: BNA Highlights [mailto:bhighlig@bna.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2015 7:56 PM
To: Dixon, Kenneth
Subject: Jul. 28 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Environmental Group Sues Over Colorado's Haze Plan
WildEarth Guardians is petitioning a federal appeals court to
review the Environmental Protection Agency's approval of
Colorado's plan for dealing with regional haze (WildEarth
Guardians v. EPA, 10th Cir., No. 15-9553, 7/24/15)....
 
Air Pollution
EPA Sets 2015 New Power Plant Emissions Allowances
The Environmental Protection Agency issued its 2015 allocated
emissions allowances for new power plants under the agency's
cross-state air pollution rule, which regulates power plant
emissions that cross state lines. The EPA's...
 
Air Pollution
Florida Utilities Challenge Affirmative Defense Rule
A coalition of Florida utilities is challenging an Environmental
Protection Agency rule requiring Florida to revise its state
pollution plan for addressing excess emissions during startup,
shutdown and malfunction (Envtl. Comm. of the...
 
Chemicals
Canada Seeks Data on Potentially Toxic Chemicals
The Canadian government has directed industries to provide
detailed information on production, import and use of 206
nanomaterials, 603 polymers and 210 priority petroleum
substances to assist in environmental assessment to determine...
 
Chemical Security
Senate to Take Up Cybersecurity, Not TSCA, Next
The Senate will take up cybersecurity legislation following action
on the highway bill, knocking action on legislation to reform the
nation's primary chemical statute until after Labor Day, a Senate
Republican leadership aide told...
 
Climate Change
Analysts: Ratcheting Mechanism Needed in Paris Accord
With all but a few of the most anticipated national pledges to fight
climate change already submitted to the United Nations, expert
analysts told Bloomberg BNA it has become clear that any
agreement emerging from this year's climate summit...
 
Climate Change
EPA, NHTSA Extend Truck Rule Comment Period
The Environmental Protection Agency and National Highway
Transportation Safety Administration will extend to Sept. 17 the
comment period on joint proposed greenhouse gas emissions and
corporate average fuel economy standards for medium-...
 
Climate Regulation
Oklahoma Asks Court for Stay of Clean Power Plan
Oklahoma asked a federal appellate court to stay the
Environmental Protection Agency's Clean Power Plan until
litigation over the proposed rule has been resolved (Pruitt v.
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McCarthy, 10th Cir., No. 15-5066, 7/24/15)....
 
Energy
Chinese Clean Energy Efforts Costly for Bonds
China is cleaning up its act, and that hasn’t been a good thing for
energy bonds. Faced with the weakest economic growth in more
than two decades, companies from Baoding Tianwei Yingli New
Energy Resources Co. in renewables to Yaojie Coal...
 
Energy
Clinton Vows Broad Increases in Renewables
Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton vowed broad
increases in U.S. solar and other renewable generation but
declined to say where she stands on the Keystone XL pipeline in
some of her most expansive energy remarks yet while on...
 
Energy
Keystone Approval Among Energy Bill Amendments
An amendment that would deem TransCanada Corp.'s Keystone
XL pipeline approved is among the nearly 100 amendments that
have been filed for potential consideration during a July 28
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee markup...
 
Enforcement
San Francisco Settles Underground Tank Violations
San Francisco officials have negotiated a $1.35 million agreement
to resolve alleged underground storage tank violations at four
facilities, the California State Water Resources Control Board said
(People v. City and County of San Francisco,...
 
International Climate
Major Brands Support Strong Climate Agreement
Executives from 13 of the largest and most recognizable U.S.
brands—including Apple, Bank of America and Walmart—met with
White House officials July 27 to voice support for a strong climate
deal at an international summit in...
 
Oil Spills
Chinese Court Allows NGO Lawsuit Over 2011 Oil Spill
A Chinese court allowed a lawsuit by a domestic nongovernmental
organization against CNOOC Ltd. and ConocoPhillips over the
Bohai Bay oil spill in 2011, in what may be one of the first tests
for the government’s new environmental-protection...
 
Recycling
Chamber: EU Should Be Cautious With Circular Economy
Forthcoming European Commission proposals on the circular
economy should avoid introducing potentially confusing and
contradictory requirements for manufactured products and should
be fully coherent with the European Union's...
 
Regulatory Policy
White House Threatens Veto of REINS Act, Again
The White House has once again threatened to veto the
Regulations from the Executive In Need of Scrutiny (REINS) Act,
which is scheduled to come to the House floor as early as July
28....
 
Risk Assessment
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Broader Assessment of Combustion Chemical Urged
The Environmental Protection Agency should expand the scientific
studies and potential health hazards it considers as it analyzes a
chemical found in coal tar and released through diesel exhaust
and other combustion sources, a panel of scientific...
 
Vehicle Fuels
Defense Department Alternative Fuel Use Examined
The Defense Department purchased 2 million gallons of
alternative fuels at a cost of $58.6 million between 2007 and
2014, the Government Accountability Office said in a July 27
report. Those purchases are dwarfed by the $107.2 billion the
Defense...
 
Vehicle Fuels
Petroleum Industry Seeks Ethanol Reductions in RFS
The Environmental Protection Agency should cut its requirements
for how much renewable fuel must be added to the fuel supply
further because consumers have no interest in buying large
amounts of higher blends of ethanol, the American Petroleum...
 
Water Pollution
Energy Industry Group Challenges Clean Water Rule
A group of energy companies has petitioned a federal appeals
court to review and set aside the final clean water rule on the
ground that it is arbitrary and capricious (Util. Water Act Grp. v.
EPA, 5th Cir., No. 15-60509, 7/24/15)....
 
Water Pollution
Support Documents for Water Rule 'Flawed': Corps Memo
The economic analysis and the technical support documents used
in developing and justifying a regulation to clarify the scope of
the Clean Water Act are flawed and out of context, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers said in memos just before the...
 
Water Resources
Warm Columbia Basin Water Killing Thousands of Salmon
Despite the release of 1.5 million acre-feet of water from
headwater reservoirs in Canada, sockeye salmon carcasses
riddled with fungus or bacteria litter some reaches of the
Columbia River system, a result mainly of water that is too
warm....
 
Court Denies Rehearing in Biomass Permitting Case
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
denied forestry groups' petition to rehear lawsuits in a decision
striking down an Environmental Protection Agency rule that
temporarily exempted sources burning biomass...
 
NTP Releases Report on Carcinogens Handbook
A handbook describing the process the National Toxicology
Program uses to prepare the descriptions of chemicals used in the
Report on Carcinogens (RoC) was released by NTP July 24. The
RoC lists chemicals, viruses and other agents that are...
 
September Meeting to Discuss IRIS Canceled
The Environmental Protection Agency canceled its September
Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) meeting. Instead, the
agency will hold its next IRIS meeting Oct. 28-29, the EPA
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announced in a July 24 e-mail. The agency did not give details...
 


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines
 
JULY 27 FEDERAL REGISTER
 
JULY 28 FEDERAL REGISTER
 


VIDEO


See Latest Video: Eye on the Hill: Sen. Udall on Chemical
Reform Prospects.
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From: Mungin-Davis, Queenie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: CLEANUP NEWS Technology Innovation News Survey Entries for March 16-31, 2015
Date: Wednesday, May 06, 2015 1:11:34 PM


 


Cleanup News
 
 
OPTIMIZED REMEDIAL STRATEGY AND PERFORMANCE METRICS TO
MANAGE AN EXTENSIVE MTBE PLUME AT THE DODHF, NOVATO, CA
Clark, D. and T. Meyers. Environmental Restoration News, No 8, 5-8, Jun
2014 


Two former Navy gas stations were operated from the mid-1970s through
the early 1990s at DoD Housing Facility (DoDHF) Novato, 20 miles north of
San Francisco. Excavation of the underground storage tanks and
associated conveyance piping was completed in 1992. Releases from the
two stations had produced a commingled plume of gasoline-related
constituents. MTBE concentrations in groundwater were as high as
200,000 µg/L, compared to a cleanup goal of 13 µg/L. The MTBE plume
also had migrated ~0.5 mile downgradient, extending substantially beyond
the former Navy property boundary. The on-site source target treatment
areas (TTAs No. 1 and No. 2) were addressed with air sparging and
biosparging technologies, respectively. The Navy also selected air sparging
as the preferred treatment for the off-site TTA No. 3 hot spot. The
remedial strategy and performance metrics resulted in a successful end to
active remediation within the former plume hot spots and a transition to
monitored natural attenuation (MNA). Modeling of MNA performance
indicates that groundwater cleanup goals likely will be achieved in all
remaining monitoring wells within 15 years. http://www.solutions-
ies.com/download/2013%20ER%20News%20Issue%208%20Final.pdf


MIP/LIF TECHNOLOGY: TO USE OR NOT TO USE?
Groves, C., I. Mendes, J. Shearn, and B. Pellerin. 2014 RPIC Federal
Contaminated Sites National Workshop, 14-16 April, Ottawa, Ontario, 30
slides, 2014 


As part of the work program for completing a gap analysis and detailed
testing program of three sites located at Canadian Forces Base in Angus,
Ontario, membrane interface probe (MIP) and laser-induced fluorescence
(LIF) technology were used in conjunction with traditional soil borings and
monitoring well installations to assess subsurface conditions at each site
and to delineate the extent of contamination by BTEX, petroleum
hydrocarbon fractions F1-F4, and PAHs. The three sites consisted of a
former vehicle refueling facility, a former wheeled vehicle hangar area, and
a former bulk fuel storage area. A total of 146 MIP locations and 26 LIF
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locations were advanced along several transects at each site. During probe
advancement, an experienced technician reviewed the data and provided a
preliminary interpretation of the results at each probe location, thus
allowing workers to make in-field adjustments to the work program. The
MIP/LIF results were used to optimize borehole and monitoring well
placement and also were combined with information gathered during
drilling operations to develop a 3-D conceptual site model. The MIP and
LIF data proved to be a beneficial screening tool for assessing the
presence and distribution of contaminants and possible preferential
pathways for contaminant migration and impacts to off-site receptors at
two of the sites; for the third site, results were mixed. This presentation
discusses lessons learned in applying MIP and LIF at the three study sites.
http://www.rpic-ibic.ca/documents/RPIC_FCS2014/Presentations/4-
Mendes_FINAL_PRES_RPIC_2014_MIP_Use_or_Not.pdf
 
 


Demonstrations / Feasibility Studies
 
 
GROUNDWATER TREATMENT PILOT STUDY REPORT: LONE ELK
MARKET CORRECTIVE ACTION, SPRAY, OREGON
Oregon Dept. of Environmental Quality, 235 pp, Sep 2014


This report documents the results of the groundwater treatment pilot
study implemented from May through September 2014 at the Lone Elk
Market site located in Spray, Oregon. The purpose of the pilot was to
assess the viability of using in situ chemical oxidation (ISCO) to address
residual petroleum in saturated soil and groundwater. Multiple vendors of
suitable ISCO remediation products were consulted, and an acid-activated
persulfate compound under development by Peroxychem was selected for
use. The scope of work for the pilot persulfate injection included the
purchase of ~14,000 lb of oxidant compound; mobilization to the site with
the product, batch mixing tank, and injection pump; a pre-injection
groundwater monitoring event; mixing the persulfate material; injection of
~16,300 gal of mixed solution into the selected treatment wells; and
seven post-injection monitoring events at days 1, 7, 14, 21, 28, 66, and
94 following injection. This report summarizes the injection and
groundwater monitoring results.
http://www.deq.state.or.us/Webdocs/Controls/Output/PdfHandler.ashx?
p=ba49e741-8e8f-4cdd-8c52-e9a54127a543pdf&s=1995-GW-Treatment-
Pilot-Study-Rpt-09-24-2014.pdf
 
 
 
 
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: In Depth: The Curb Appeal of E15
Date: Monday, January 27, 2014 7:30:14 AM


News Headline: In Depth: The Curb Appeal of E15 | 


Outlet Full Name: Ethanol Producer Magazine - Online
News Text: U.S. station owners are starting to see the retail allure of gasoline containing a third more
ethanol than today's standard blend. E15's early implementation has been steady yet challenging. Now,
the pace of adoption appears to be quickening. 


Sandwiched between competing gas stations in Nevada, Iowa, Good & Quick station owner Charlie Good
started offering E15 and higher ethanol blends to his customers in November, making space for the new
selections where only E10 and non-ethanol gas had existed before. As much as investing in blender
pumps required vision, installing E15 required patience. Good had to wait through the government
shutdown in September to receive his registration to sell E15 from the U.S. EPA. 


Sales of E15 started slowly but have been increasing, Good says. After implementing the fuel and
upgrading his facility, he says gas sales have been up roughly 8,000 gallons per month. “For this time of
year, for my sales to be going up, I can attribute probably 2,000 to 3,000 gallons of that each month to
E15, E20, E30 and E85,” he says. 


To put wary consumers at ease, Good offers what he calls an “unconditional guarantee,” meaning that
the station stands behind the quality and suitability of E15 when it is used in model-year 2001 or newer
vehicles. In addition, Good & Quick installed new tank and gas line monitoring equipment, giving Good
and his customers greater confidence in the accuracy of the station's blends. Those assurances, however
loose, are paying off. “In the beginning, I would sell 20 or 30 gallons a day, but the last three days have
been 150 to 160 gallons a day,” Good says. 


Funding incentives administered by industry trade groups were a major driver behind upgrading the fuel
pumps that blend higher amounts of ethanol. Early on, Good recognized that enhancing his station with
renewable fuel access would cost about a quarter of a million dollars. That financial hurdle might have
been a show stopper had supports not been available. “I found out that Iowa Corn Growers, Renewable
Fuels Association of Iowa and the biodiesel people will give you a percentage back to help promote the
product,” Good says. “So I looked into that and found I could get $100,000 back.” 


An additional government grant also helped fund approximately 25 percent of the unsubsidized portion of
the project, which totaled $31,000. Recouping more than $130,000 —or about half of the total cost of
installation—was enough incentive for Good to forgo his original plan of simply upgrading his pumps with
traditional fuel choices—E10, midgrade, and premium—and instead install blender pumps. “That was a
huge factor on whether I would or wouldn't have done it,” Good says. “I'm a little, independent guy. I've
got two of the biggest convenience store companies in the United States [nearby], and I'm kicking their
butt. But I'm doing that because I'm offering things they don't offer.” 


If more independent station owners use E15 as a marketplace tool to compete with larger gas station
chains, Good predicts the larger stations will take notice and make the change as well. “If I can be the
leader—and the renewable fuels people helped me be the leader by subsidizing me and helping me with
equipment costs—what have I got to lose? Nothing,” Good says. 


Northern Exposure 


In the frigid plains of North Dakota, Petro Serve USA began its adventure with E15 in September when it
introduced the blend at three stations in Bismarck. The event featured Gov. Jack Dalrymple and was
covered by local radio and television stations. The media buzz around the newly available fuel helped
ramp up sales and set a precedence for future openings, says Kent Satrang, CEO of Petro Serve USA
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and a veteran fuel marketer of 35 years. 


Within a week, the fuel appeared at a Petro Serve station in Fargo, N.D. A week later, it was available at
another station, then another, each week until six stations offered the higher-octane blend. 


In addition to providing a diverse consumer fuel choice, the decision to implement E15 was due to market
demand. “People wanted to get a little bit more ethanol and they wanted to get a little bit lower-priced
fuel,” says Satrang. “We definitely had people asking for it.” 


Continuing to build the market and infrastructure for E15 by working with station owners is certainly on the
minds of ethanol industry leaders. The Renewable Fuels Association is building its new infrastructure
program to develop a type of one-stop shop for retailers wanting to know what options are available and
how to move forward with higher and midlevel ethanol blend access. “That can be connecting the dots on
incentives, linking them up with the appropriate equipment manufacturers,” says Robert White, director of
market development at the RFA. 


There are more options currently available for retailers than what was offered in the past, White says. For
instance, some companies offer a type of trade-in program that could allow retailers to obtain older
dispensers, but those pumps would be compatible with midlevel blends or E85 blends. 


Market Growth Variables 


Predicting the growth of E15 station availability remains difficult. Adoption rates from major station owners
can certainly affect how the overall market will respond. White references Murphy USA's opening of the
first E15 station in Arkansas as an example. The retailer operates roughly 1,180 stores across 23 states.
“They're going to do what I call a ‘pilot project' first to just test the waters,” White says. “But it's an
example of new people showing interest, because they know E10 worked and people made a lot of
money because ethanol was cheaper than gasoline when they introduced E10.” 


Even if just one major retailer implemented E15 pumps, the number of stations that use the fuel could
jump from roughly 60 to 1,200, White says. “It's very hard to predict that, but unless something crazy
comes along, you are going to see E15 and E85 continue to expand. And the rate of expansion will be
determined by EPA's decision in the coming months,” he adds. 


As of mid-December, one of the largest uncertainties is the U.S. EPA's proposed changes to the
renewable fuel standard (RFS). Consternation over the awaited decision affected renewable identification
number prices and has hundreds of station owners debating what decisions to make in the coming year,
White says. “That's the biggest issue,” says Ron Lamberty, senior vice president of the American
Coalition for Ethanol. If there is no incentive or punishment for the oil industry to comply with the RFS, it
will try to control as much of the fuel supply as it can, he adds. 


Branded station restrictions and summer Reid vapor pressure (RVP) rulings are two other big variables
that affect E15 market growth predictions. Most of the branded oil companies prevent or restrict station
owners from offering the higher ethanol blend under their canopies, Lamberty says. It's possible to split
away from branded station agreements to sell E15, but usually not without facing monetary challenges,
he adds. 


Summer RVP rulings additionally affect projections for E15's rollout. As long as E10 gets a 1-pound
waiver and E15 does not, it would require station owners to switch between E10 and E15 during the
summer months, Lamberty explains. “Getting that thing resolved one way or another is another big issue,
even for independent stations,” he says. 


Opaque, Crystal Ball 


Although a multitude of variables will affect the speed and direction of E15 implementation, experts from
ACE, the RFA and Growth Energy agree that the E15 market will gradually continue to improve with more
independent implementation and consumer adoption. 







“I think we're hearing from a lot of the independents that they are going to take different spots and put it in
and see how it works,” Lamberty says. He predicts independents will first put the fuel in a few pumps to
test the waters. Then, more retailers will add E15 as an option, depending on what happens with ethanol
and gas prices in later years. “The only thing you need in a town to get E15 in there is someone who does
it successfully,” Lamberty says, adding that one station's success with E15 will spur other local stations to
pursue it to stay competitive. 


Smaller stations that have been hurt by large chains might see E15 as a marketing tool to pull customers
away from bigger competitors. Chains that have multiple stations will respond more slowly than owners
with one or two stations, Lamberty says. “The independents are going to move first. Then they'll sort of
force the hand of larger independents and eventually the branded competitors,” he adds. 


Once the fuel is in the marketplace, consumers will see E15 as a safe, cost-effective fuel, which will lead
to its implementation in other markets, says Michael Frohlich, public affairs associate with Growth Energy.
“I don't think you'll see an exponential explosion, but I think you will see a steady progression throughout
the Midwest,” he says. “In three years, I think you would see it more on the coasts and other areas and
throughout the country, outside of just the Corn Belt.” 


After getting federal EPA approval of Growth Energy's proposed Green Jobs Waiver in 2012, hurdles at
the state government level may also cause pronounced stints of growth in E15 accessibility. “As states
begin to navigate it, I think you will see some spurts of growth in concentrated areas once states approve
it that are regionally close to the Corn Belt, where it is easier to find higher blends of ethanol,” Frohlich
explains. 


Predicting in which states E15 will appear next is also difficult. However, seeing the fuel reach larger
metropolitan areas, such as St. Louis or Chicago, might yield faster growth and larger usage, Frohlich
says. “I think that's where some of the keys are for breaking through the introductory stage where people
are just starting to get to know E15,” he says. 


“If the retailers are truly given the option, and the market continues to be favorable to ethanol at a price
point, you are going to see continued expansion. The rate of expansion will be determined ultimately by
the EPA,” White says. 


Author: Chris Hanson 


Staff Writer, Ethanol Producer Magazine








From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Gerber, Linda
Cc: Barolo, Mark
Subject: FW: E&ETV -- Biofuels: Biodiesel Board"s Steckel discusses Senate EPW action on fuel standard
Date: Thursday, December 12, 2013 11:02:06 AM


Is anyone on our biofuels team following these back and forths about the RFS and could maybe
update folks on what the reactions have been form various stakeholders?
 


From: E&E Publishing, LLC [mailto:ealerts@eenews.net] 
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2013 10:11 AM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Subject: E&ETV -- Biofuels: Biodiesel Board's Steckel discusses Senate EPW action on fuel standard
 
E&ETV


AN E&E PUBLISHING SERVICE


ONPOINT -- THU., DECEMBER 12, 2013 -- Go to www.eenews.tv


BIOFUELS: Biodiesel Board's Steckel discusses Senate EPW
action on fuel standard


With the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee convening an oversight hearing


on the renewable fuel standard this week, what is the future of U.S. EPA's 2014 volume


proposal? During today's OnPoint, Anne Steckel, vice president of federal affairs at the


National Biodiesel Board, discusses this week's hearing and talks about the impact the


agency's 2014 proposal could have on investments in her industry.


WATCH VIDEO READ TRANSCRIPT


RELATED VIDEOS:


ENERGY POLICY: Former DOE Chief of Staff Navin discusses agency's
moves on LNG, carbon capture, distributed generation


WATCH VIDEO READ TRANSCRIPT


BIOFUELS: Abengoa CEO Garoz discusses company's timeline for
commercializing cellulosic


WATCH VIDEO READ TRANSCRIPT


BIOFUELS: Growth Energy's Buis discusses court action on 2013 volume
targets


WATCH VIDEO READ TRANSCRIPT


ABOUT E&ETV
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E&ETV is produced by the staff of E&E Publishing, LLC and broadcast from our state-of-the-


art Capitol Hill studios. E&ETV brings viewers insightful interviews with the top policy makers


and opinion leaders from the energy and environmental policy world. E&ETV broadcasts daily


at 10 a.m.
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From: Barolo, Mark
To: White, Hal
Subject: RE: MTBE FOIA (ad nauseum)
Date: Friday, February 26, 2016 5:41:00 PM


Thanks Hal,
 
I appreciate your pulling all this together.  I’m sorry to hear what a challenge it was to use the
archive system to find these documents. 
 
Once Rachel pulls everyone’s information together we can look at it and determine whether there is
anything else we need to search for.  Until then, thanks.
 
Mark
 


From: White, Hal 
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2016 5:59 PM
To: Barolo, Mark <Barolo.Mark@epa.gov>; Anderson, Will <Anderson.Will@epa.gov>; Gerber, Linda
<Gerber.Linda@epa.gov>; Deitz, Rachel <Deitz.Rachel@epa.gov>
Cc: Burnell, Susan <Burnell.Susan@epa.gov>; Smith, TimR <Smith.TimR@epa.gov>; Ellenberger,
Karen <Ellenberger.Karen@epa.gov>; Fredericks, Sharon <Fredericks.Sharon@epa.gov>
Subject: MTBE FOIA (ad nauseum)
 
This is what I hope will be my final contribution to the subject. Attached is a Word file that
contains paired web page titles and URLs of MTBE-related web pages that used to be on
OUST's web site, but which have been relegated to the dustbin of the archive. Note that not
all files linked from certain pages are OUST-generated. Also note that the links from topic web
pages such as, for example, "MTBE Fate and Transport", "MTBE Policy Documents", and
"MTBE Remediation and Treatment", (a) no longer work in the Archive environment, but, the
descriptions accompanying the links are still accurate and should assist an interested party in
locating them, and (b) that many of these are not EPA- or OUST-produced so presumably they
are discoverable and accessible elsewhere. These may, or may not, be especially of interest to
the FOIA requestor. Above I said "final", as of now I'm not aware of any additional avenues
that I should pursue (other than those previously mentioned in my email transmission) to
identify and locate potentially responsive documents. I won't even get into the new (and
continuing) frustrations associated with Drupalization and EPA's web archive, other than to
say extraordinary effort will be required to proceed further; and that such effort is well
beyond my individual capability.
Let me know if/when/how I can be of further assistance in this endeavor.
Hal
 
Hal White
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
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From: UST Training
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Celebrate Earth Day 2015
Date: Monday, April 20, 2015 8:00:22 AM
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June 1, 2015


Latest News
NAS Members Weigh Fracking Wastewater
Impacts As Disclosure Fears Ease
National Academy of Sciences (NAS) members are
grappling with a host of questions about hydraulic
fracturing's impact on wastewater including barriers to
reuse of wastewater for fracking and potential
contaminants in wastewater from fracking, while saying
concerns over disclosure of chemicals used in fracking
may be easing.


Oil Sector Urges California To Scale Back
Novel Drilling Groundwater Rules
Oil industry representatives are urging California's water
board to scale back its proposal for first-time
groundwater monitoring regulations covering hydraulic
fracturing and other well stimulation treatments, charging
that the rules should be narrowed based on risk and that
the number of chemicals for which analysis is required
should be minimized.


EPA Oversight Of State Programs Tops IG's
Report On Agency 'Challenges'
EPA's Inspector General (IG) says inadequate agency
oversight of state environmental programs is one of
several management “challenges” that the agency needs


News Briefs
EPA IG Probing Agency's
Use Of Financial
Assurance
EPA's Inspector General
(IG) is launching an
investigation into the
agency's use of financial
assurance mechanisms --
such as surety bonds and
self-insurance instruments --
in order to determine EPA's
progress in limiting
taxpayers' liabilities for
cleanups at Superfund and
Resource Conservation &
Recovery Act (RCRA) sites.
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From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Barolo, Mark; Gerber, Linda; Worley, Ray; Anderson, Will
Subject: Interesting Articles re: state oversight & FR
Date: Monday, June 01, 2015 7:08:31 AM


FYI


Sent from my iPhone


Begin forwarded message:


From: InsideEPA.com <epa-alerts@iwpnews.com>
Date: June 1, 2015 at 7:00:10 AM EDT
To: <hoskinson.carolyn@epa.gov>
Subject: The Morning Headlines from InsideEPA.com -- June 1, 2015
Reply-To: <epa-alerts@iwpnews.com>
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to address by stepping up its review of state efforts,
citing examples of states failing to adequately implement
laws and rules affecting air, water, hazardous waste and
other issues.


EPA 'Close' To Sending ESPS To White
House, Keeping Rule On Schedule
EPA's final greenhouse gas (GHG) standards for the
existing power fleet is “close” to being sent to the White
House Office of Management & Budget (OMB) for
interagency review, with EPA completing its portion of
the controversial rulemaking as soon as early next week,
according to an agency spokesman.


EPA's Proposed Multi-Year RFS Raises Fuel
Goals But Spurs Broad Attacks
EPA's proposed multi-year renewable fuel standard
(RFS) for 2014-2016 increases fuel production goals as
sought by biofuels groups while acknowledging oil sector
concerns about the “blend wall” limit on ethanol in the
fuel supply, but the rule is spurring broad attacks from all
sides including the oil sector and makers of alternative
fuels.


D.C. Circuit Rejects Challenges To PVC
MACT, Splits On Request For Stay
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit in a unanimous May 29 judgment has rejected
industry challenges to EPA's maximum achievable
control technology (MACT) air toxics rule, but split over
the sector's bid to stay part of the rule as two judges
denied the request but one judge would have granted
the stay.


EPA Denies Petition To Ban Triclosan
Although Risk Reviews Underway
EPA has denied advocates' long-standing petition
seeking a ban on products containing the antimicrobial
pesticide triclosan as well as other regulation, saying
evidence does not support a ban, though the agency
says it will consider information petitioners submitted as
part of a review required by federal pesticide law, which
has been accelerated.


About This Message


This message has been provided as a service of the
EPA Desktop Library by the EPA National Library
Network to share the latest in news and information with
Agency staff. Please note, these materials may be
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copyrighted and should not be forwarded outside of the
U.S. EPA. If you have any questions or no longer wish to
receive these messages, please contact Shari Clayman
at 202-566-2370 or send an e-mail to
clayman.shari@epa.gov.


Site Licenses Available


Want to share access to InsideEPA.com with your colleagues? We have economical site license packages available to
fit any size organization, from a few people at one location to company-wide access. For more information on how
you can get greater access to InsideEPA.com for your office, contact our Online Customer Service department at 703-
416-8505 or iepa@iwpnews.com.


To ensure you receive our emails, please add epa-alerts@iwpnews.com to your address book.


Please do not respond to this e-mail, as it was sent from an unmonitored mailbox. If you have a customer service
inquiry, please contact us at iepa@iwpnews.com . If you no longer wish to receive these messages, you can change
your e-mail settings on InsideEPA.com (you may need to log in).
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Telephone: 703-416-8500 or 1-800-424-9068
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What’s wrong with this picture?


March 18 Class in Eugene,
Oregon


Classes &
Events
 
March 2014


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training -
Lane County Public Service
Building
Eugene OR
March 18
8 AM – 3 PM Pacific Time
Register Now


May 2014


UST Boot Camp
with Steve Purpora, Kevin
Henderson and Dave
Emmington
Saukville WI
May 6-8
Register now


Montana DEQ UST
Inspector Training
Helena MT
May 14-15
Private class


Oregon Class A/B UST


From: Miller, Paul
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: FW: UST Training Newsletter February 19
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2014 9:56:35 AM


Tim – why is Ben announcing Class A/B training for tribes?  There isn’t a requirement for them
yet – couldn’t this confuse them?
 
From: UST Training [mailto:Ben.Thomas=USTtraining.com@mail75.atl11.rsgsv.net] On Behalf Of UST
Training
Sent: Wednesday, February 19, 2014 9:02 AM
To: Miller, Paul
Subject: UST Training Newsletter February 19
 


 
EMAIL YOUR ANSWER
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We’re offering a Class A/B UST operator training course
at the Lane County Public Service Building Eugene,
Oregon


PEI Office Fire in
Tulsa, Oklahoma
 


We are very sorry to report that the Petroleum Equipment
Institute office in Tulsa Oklahoma was destroyed by fire
last night, February 11.


Operator Training
George Fox University
Portland OR
May 20
8 AM – 3 PM Pacific Time
Register soon
Training by the Steel
Tank Institute
2014 STI SP001
Aboveground Tank System
Inspector Training


STI Cathodic Protection
Testing Classes 


LEARN MORE


 


 


 
READ MORE
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Seattle Seahawks


This Puget Sound, Washington-based company says
congratulations to the Seahawks!
GO HAWKS!


Tales from the Tanks:
Meet a Class C operator
Our training host company Coggno.com recently did
a cool interview with one of our trained Class C
operators: Meet John Clutterbuck from Mesa, Arizona,
and see why he likes our online Class C UST operator
training course.


Updated Wisconsin
Class A/B Course
UST Training recently updated our Wisconsin Class A/B
UST operator training course and we encourage you to
check out the improvements. It’s the same great content
but we’ve added many new and updated images and
made it easy to watch and learn.
Have any new Class A/B UST operators that need the


 


 


 
READ MORE
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training? Check it out!


Attention Tribes: New National
Class A/B Course Now Online


UST Training is proud to present the first national Class
A/B UST operator training course. This general, non-state
specific Class A/B UST operator training perfect for Indian
tribe UST operators and others who want a solid
education in UST system operations and maintenance.


Hawaii 2014
Aloha Hawai’i Class A/B and C UST operators. Even
though the training deadline of December 8, 2013 has
passed, UST Training is still offering self-paced training
for all Hawai’i UST operators. See what Hawai’i
operators are saying about our training so far:


Presenter was excellent.


I could complete the course at my own pace, and


go back to the areas for more study.


 


 


 
READ MORE


 


 


 
READ MORE
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Free compliance assistance for
our customers
UST Training offers free technical and regulatory
advice to our customers and has done so since Ben
Thomas trained the nation’s first state-approved UST
Operator training course in Portland, Oregon in 2003.
Graduates of our training courses have full access to top
national experts who are not only happy to explain UST
regulations but can help you determine what is best for
you at your particular site.


Copyright © 2014 UST Training, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because of your relationship with UST Training. 
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Add us to your address book


unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences  


 


 


 



http://usttraining.us4.list-manage1.com/vcard?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=ce1f6f99dc

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage2.com/unsubscribe?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=ce1f6f99dc&e=187cadcc5d&c=dd9664c5cf

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage.com/profile?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=ce1f6f99dc&e=187cadcc5d

http://www.mailchimp.com/monkey-rewards/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=monkey_rewards&aid=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&afl=1






From: Barolo, Mark
To: White, Hal; Deitz, Rachel
Subject: RE: MTBE FOIA
Date: Friday, February 26, 2016 5:13:00 PM


This is terrific, thanks Hal.
 
Rachel, it would be great if you could start sorting/organizing this information (and the other pieces
you will receive) so we can both review the total collection, and display it to the requester in an
organized way.


Thanks
Mark
 


From: White, Hal 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 4:27 PM
To: Deitz, Rachel <Deitz.Rachel@epa.gov>
Cc: Barolo, Mark <Barolo.Mark@epa.gov>; Anderson, Will <Anderson.Will@epa.gov>; Gerber, Linda
<Gerber.Linda@epa.gov>; Burnell, Susan <Burnell.Susan@epa.gov>; Smith, TimR
<Smith.TimR@epa.gov>; Miller, Paul <Miller.Paul@epa.gov>; Fredericks, Sharon
<Fredericks.Sharon@epa.gov>; Ellenberger, Karen <Ellenberger.Karen@epa.gov>
Subject: MTBE FOIA
 
Following up on today's call on the subject, I've browsed through the "Web Sites" folder on
OUST's I:Share. Years ago I created this folder and its subfolders, two of which are
"SWERUST1" and "USTDOWEB". Each of these folders contain various subfolders with
electronic files that represent backups of OUST's public web site (the former) and OUST's
intranet web site (the latter) at that particular point in time (the last update for these web
pages and documents was around 2000-2001). I've attached some potentially responsive files
for the subject. From USTDOWEB all the files are PDFs and represent (1) national conference
agendas and associated files for 1991, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, and 1999
(generally the file names start with "NATC" or "NC") and (2) state fund
administrators conference agendas for 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, and 1999
(these start with "SFA"). The file "index.htm" is from the "Safegas" folder (which is for "Safe
Gas Handling"). The rest of the files are from SWERUST1 and the MTBE subfolder. NOTE that
the HTM files can be opened with either a browser or Word but that the links may not work,
which is ok since the important part is the description of the particular document and we can
probably find them if necessary. It is possible that additional potentially responsive files may
be recoverable from either/both the website backup CDs that I mentioned on the call or from
some other storage repository used by SKEO for backing up OUST's web site prior to
Drupalization (as I stated during the call, I have no idea as to the current state or location of
the backup CDs as I've not been OUST's webmaster for over a decade.) I'll next look into files
on I:share in the "Fuel Composition" folder (and its various MTBE-related subfolders), and I'll
try to have another submission by COB tomorrow (or earlier if possible). Finally, as I also
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mentioned during the call, if backup files of OUST's web site prior to Drupalization can be
located, I can assist in identifying potentially responsive files...let me know.
 
Hal White
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Mail Code: 5401R
Washington, DC 20460
202-564-0579
 








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: EPA Delay Of RFS Compliance Reporting Spurs Biofuels Makers" Concerns
Date: Thursday, May 28, 2015 8:11:03 AM


http://insideepa.com/node/181685
Daily News
 
EPA Delay Of RFS Compliance Reporting Spurs Biofuels Makers' Concerns
Posted: May 26, 2015
 
 
EPA's announcement that it is delaying from June 1 until Jan. 31 some fuel production reporting
requirements under its renewable fuel standard (RFS) is prompting concern from advanced
renewable fuel officials who say it will exacerbate uncertainty over long-term fuels production and
potentially hinder investment in biofuels.
 
In a May 19 announcement, EPA said that in its pending proposal to set renewable fuel volumes
under the RFS for 2014, 2015 and 2016, due by June 1, it will also revise deadlines for participants in
the RFS to submit compliance reports, in order to compensate for the delay in issuance of final rules
for 2014 and 2015 volumes. EPA committed to the multi-year RFS  under a settlement agreement
with the oil sector, and must issue a final version by Nov. 30.
 
Under the RFS, EPA requires the annual submission of “attest engagement” reports from obligated
parties under the program that generate, trade, own or retire renewable identification numbers, or
RINs -- tradeable credits generated with each gallon of renewable fuel produced. The reports are
needed to demonstrate compliance of individual companies, and the integrity of the trading system
as a whole, and reports were slated for submission June 1.
 
But now “EPA is proposing to amend these reporting deadlines to correct the current circumstance
where some 2014 reports are due prior to corresponding reports for 2013, as well as to provide an
appropriate amount of time between the 2013, 2014 and 2015 attest engagement report
submissions,” the agency says.
 
EPA will therefore propose to delay to Jan. 31 the upcoming June 1 attest engagement reporting
deadline for the 2014 compliance year for RIN-generating renewable fuel producers, importers,
auditors and other parties. EPA will also propose the same deadline of Jan. 31 for attest engagement
reports for the 2013 compliance year.
 
“All other reporting deadlines will be proposed for dates sequenced to get the program back on
track. These other reporting deadlines will finalized in the regulations in advance of their calendar
dates,” EPA says.
 
The change in the reporting submission deadline is necessary to resolve administrative problems
generated by the delay in issuance of RFS fuel volumes rules. But a source with the advanced
biofuels sector says that producers of cellulosic biofuels and advanced biofuels -- two RFS categories
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with production targets distinct from other fuels -- will be disadvantaged by the reporting delay
because of the market uncertainty it leaves in place.
 
The RFS sets annual targets for production of cellulosic biofuel, biomass-based diesel, advanced
biofuel, and total renewable fuel, the latter largely achieved through the production of corn ethanol.
 
The source says the cellulosic biofuel and advanced biofuel sectors have production levels still far
below those required by statutory mandates in the RFS. In contrast, production levels of biomass-
based diesel and corn ethanol are already high enough to draw protests from oil companies opposed
to higher ethanol production.
 
Regulatory certainty is vital to the expansion of the advanced and cellulosic renewable fuels
producers, the source says, in order to provide investors the necessary confidence to provide funds
for expansion.
 
Renewable fuels volume rules are an essential component of this, but compliance reporting is also
important, as the submissions to EPA enable market participants to demonstrate their compliance
with the rules to auditors, regulators and investors. The source calls the reporting delay
“embarrassing” for EPA.
 
Other groups affected by RIN-reporting requirements, including corn-ethanol producers and oil
refiners, told Inside EPA that at press time they were still assessing the impact of the delay. -- Stuart
Parker (sparker@iwpnews.com)
 
Related News | Energy |








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Iowa senators urge EPA not to gut ethanol mandate
Date: Monday, April 27, 2015 7:45:21 AM


http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/money/agriculture/green-fields/2015/04/24/rfs-letter-
senate/26312771/
 
Iowa senators urge EPA not to gut ethanol mandate
Christopher Doering, cdoering@gannett.com 3:51 p.m. CDT April 24, 2015
AP EPA ETHANOL A USA KS
 
U.S. Sens. Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst are among almost 40 lawmakers urging the Environmental
Protection Agency not to gut an ethanol mandate put in place by Congress eight years ago.
 
In a bipartisan letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy this week, the senators from Iowa
criticized a proposal by the agency that would have reduced how much renewable fuels would be
blended into the country's motor fuel supply in 2014 to a level below what Congress required in a
2008 law known as the Renewable Fuel Standard.
 
Even though the proposal was never enacted, the lawmakers said it created uncertainly for ethanol
and biodiesel producers and undermined job creation for Iowa and other renewable fuel producers.
Iowa produces more ethanol than any other state.
 
"When Congress passed the RFS and it was enacted into law, the intent was a forward-looking policy
that drives future investments in both biofuels production and the infrastructure necessary to bring
these biofuels to market," the 37 senators said in the April 23 letter.
 
"With its harmful 2014 proposed rule, the Environmental Protection Agency limited biofuels volume
requirements based on available existing infrastructure, a condition that falls outside of the EPA's
clearly defined waver authority provided by Congress in the RFS."
 
PREVIOUSLY: EPA, oil groups reach settlement on ethanol mandate
 
The EPA said earlier this month that it will propose blending levels for the Renewable Fuel Standard
for 2015 by June 1, and a final rule outlining the volumes for 2014 and 2015 by the end of
November.
 
The 2014 figures, which are now on track to be completed two years after they were due, will reflect
how much renewable fuel was actually consumed last year. The EPA said it would finalize the 2016
figures before the end of the year, even though that was not part of the agreement. The EPA is
supposed to finalize the blending levels by Nov. 30 of the preceding year.
 
Ethanol groups praised the letter.
 
"In no uncertain terms this strong bipartisan coalition of Senators have indicated that they are
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closely watching the EPA as they seek to finalize this rule and that any changes which would
undercut the congressional intent or role of the RFS will be met with intense scrutiny and strong
objection," said Tom Buis, the head of Growth Energy.
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Latest Developments


Statutory Interpretation Central to Supreme Court Greenhouse Gas Case Arguments


Posted February 24, 2014, 2:44 P.M. ET


Counsel for industry and state petitioners seeking to overturn EPA's permitting requirements for
stationary sources that emit greenhouse gases faced heavy questioning before the U.S. Supreme Court
Feb. 24 as to the correct interpretation of the Clean Air Act's phrase “any air pollutant,” which EPA has
interpreted to mean any regulated pollutant under the act in finding that the regulation of greenhouse
gases for vehicles triggered stationary source permitting requirements ( Util. Air Regulatory Grp. v. EPA,
U.S., No. 12–1146, oral arguments 2/24/14 ).


Noting various interpretations advanced on the issue by petitioners, Justice Elena Kagan asked Peter
Keisler, counsel for industry petitioners, which interpretation of the phrase he was arguing for.


In response, Keisler cited the industry petitioners' two main arguments and stated that while other
provisions of the Clean Air Act give the EPA authority to regulate greenhouse gases, the prevention of
significant deterioration (PSD) permit provisions do not. Keisler later stated that the industry petitioners'
first argument is that greenhouse gases are not included under the PSD program at all and not subject to
best available control technology (BACT) because they don't have local air quality impacts.


Counsel for the state petitioners, Jonathan F. Mitchell, solicitor general of Texas, faced similar
questioning from Kagan, who asked why this wasn't a clear case calling for judicial deference to the
agency's interpretation.


With respect to EPA's determination that only the largest stationary sources would initially be subject
to greenhouse gas permitting, Justice Stephen G. Breyer questioned Mitchell as to why the case didn't
present a permissible example of an agency reading an exception into the statute.


Proposed Standard for Commercial Clothes Washers Would Save Nearly $1 Billion, DOE
Says


Posted February 24, 2014, 10:34 A.M. ET


Commercial clothes washers would have to be as much as 15 percent more efficient under a proposed
rule that the Energy Department estimates would save consumers nearly $1 billion over 30 years.


DOE said the rule, which is subject to a 60-day public comment period, would revise energy efficiency
standards set in 2007 and would prevent an estimated emissions 6 million metric tons of carbon dioxide
emissions over 30 years.


There are 2 million to 3 million commercial washers in the U.S., and they are replaced at a rate of
about 10 percent per year, according to the non-profit Appliance Standards Awareness Project, a Boston-
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based group that promotes energy efficiency standards.


The proposal has not yet been publicly announced. An email on the rule was sent to certain
stakeholders Feb. 21.


Coal-State Senator Says EPA Has Authority to Limit Greenhouse Gas Emissions


Posted February 24, 2014, 4:02 P.M. ET


Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.), an outspoken critic of the Environmental Protection Agency, Feb. 24 said
the agency has the authority to regulate greenhouse gas emissions from coal-fired power plants and said
his state needs to address the effects of climate change.


“I am willing to accept that EPA has the authority to regulate greenhouse gases under the Clean Air
Act,” Manchin said according to prepared remarks at the West Virginia University College of Law. “But EPA
needs to work with us, not against us.”


The West Virginia Democrat said it would be an uphill battle to stop the agency's regulation of carbon
dioxide emissions from existing power plants.


Manchin said the EPA's proposal should allow states to craft approaches with maximum flexibility in
meeting the standards, ensure minimal impacts to jobs and state economies and use existing technologies
to make coal plants cleaner and more efficient.


He also reaffirmed his belief in climate change and the need for action to address its effects.


“I believe in climate change,” Manchin said during the speech. “I believe it is real. I believe we must
work to combat its effects.”


Congressman John Dingell to Retire


Posted February 24, 2014, 10:15 A.M. ET


Rep. John Dingell (D-Mich.), the longest-serving member of Congress in U.S. history, will not seek
reelection.


Dingell, now 87-years-old, will complete his 29th and final term as congressman at the end of 2014.


Dingell was the chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee from 1981 to 1994 and
again from 2007 to 2008.


Dingell lost his chairmanship in 2008 when Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Calif.) challenged his leadership
and the Democratic caucus voted 137-122 to oust Dingell. Last month Waxman said he would retire at the
end of his term in 2015.


The announcement is sure to shake up the committee roster as members vie for the top Democratic
spot on the committee.


Following Waxman and Dingell’s departure Rep. Frank Pallone (D-N.J.) would become the most senior
member on the committee. Rep. Anna Eshoo (D-Calif.), the ranking member of the House Energy and
Commerce Subcommittee on Communications and Technology has also expressed her interest in the
position.


Colorado Air Commission Approves Nation's First Rule to Directly Regulate Methane


Posted February 24, 2014, 11:08 A.M. ET


The Colorado Air Quality Control Commission has approved rule revisions making Colorado the first
state to require the oil and gas industry to detect and reduce emissions of methane, a greenhouse gas.


The rules, approved on an 8-1 vote Feb. 23, include leak detection requirements for drilling and
production processes, monthly inspections of large emissions sources, and a timeline for leak repairs at oil
and gas facilities.


Gov. John Hickenlooper (D), who proposed the revisions in November 2013, said they will “ensure
Colorado has the cleanest and safest oil and gas industry in the country and help preserve jobs.” The rules
were drafted by Noble Energy, DCP Midstream, Encana Corp., Anadarko Petroleum Corp., and the
Environmental Defense Fund.


North Dakota Governor Describes Big Push To Capture Bakken Shale Gas, Not Flare It







Posted February 24, 2014, 2:07 P.M. ET


Companies operating in North Dakota's oil and gas sector are working at high speed to build pipelines
and processing plants to take advantage of the abundance of natural gas coming from the Bakken Shale,
Gov. Jack Dalrymple (R) told a conference Feb. 24.


The motivation is both economic and environmental, as the state produces about 1 billion cubic feet a
day of natural gas but flares about 30 percent of that gas for lack of transportation infrastructure or local
industries to put the gas to productive use, Dalrymple said at the Energy 2020 conference sponsored by
Bloomberg LP and General Electric Co.


“Everyone feels it is a huge waste,” the governor said of the flaring.


He said each cubic foot of gas from the Bakken Shale tends to have about $12 worth of gas liquids—
mostly ethane, propane and butane—that are worth about three times the typical value of the methane
gas in each cubic foot.


The problem is the speed of development in the Bakken Shale, where oil is the primary target. Twenty
gas processing plants have been built in the state and more are coming, at a rate of about one every six
months, but the gas production continues to surge as a byproduct of oil production, Dalrymple said. Gas
production is expected to grow from 1 billion cubic feet a day now to 1.65 billion by the end of 2015, he
said.


EPA Administrator to Visit North Dakota Feb. 28 to Discuss Coal, RFS


Posted February 24, 2014, 11:36 A.M. ET


Sen. Heidi Heitkamp (D-N.D.) announced Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina
McCarthy will visit North Dakota Feb. 28 to discuss the future of coal-fired power generation and the
agency's renewable fuel standard.


The EPA has been criticized in Congress for not including energy-producing states such as North
Dakota on an 11-city listening tour that is part of the agency's preparation for developing new carbon
dioxide emissions standards for existing power plants.


Heitkamp has said a proposed rule for emissions standards on new coal-fired power plants would
disproportionately affect North Dakota.


New York Utilities Required to Consider Climate Change Impacts


Posted February 24, 2014, 11:10 A.M. ET


New York's utilities will be required to integrate the potential impacts of climate change into their
system planning and construction forecasts and budgets, under a recent decision by the New York State
Public Service Commission (PSC).


The little-noticed requirement, which will cover electric, gas, telephone, cable, and water utilities
regulated by the PSC, was included in a Feb. 21 decision that approved a plan by Consolidated Edison
Company of New York to spend $1 billion over the next four years for storm hardening and resiliency
projects.


“The obligation to address these considerations should be broadened to include all utilities,” the PSC
said. “The state's utilities should familiarize themselves with scientists' projections for local climate change
impacts on each service territory.”


“We expect the utilities to consult the most current data to evaluate the climate impacts anticipated in
their regions over the next years and decades, and to integrate these considerations into their system
planning and construction forecasts and budgets.


in preparation for severe weather.”


Senate Energy Efficiency Bill Expected To Include Repeal of Fossil Fuel Phaseout


Posted February 24, 2014, 4:10 P.M. ET


Senate energy efficiency legislation likely to be reintroduced during the week of Feb. 24 will include a
measure that would block implementation of a requirement that federal buildings phase out fossil fuel use,
according to industry groups and others monitoring the bill.


The amendment to the legislation, which is expected to be introduced by Sens. Jeanne Shaheen (D-







N.H.) and Rob Portman (R-Ohio), would repeal a section of 2007 energy law that requires new and certain
renovated federal buildings to phase out the use of fossil-fuel generated energy by 2030.


The amendment, by Sens. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) and John Hoeven (R-N.D.), is supported by groups
such as the American Gas Association and opposed by groups such as the Sierra Club and the U.S. Green
Building Council, which have threatened to pull their support for the underlying bill if it is included.


“This is a significant victory for AGA and other stakeholders that have spent years trying to advance a
repeal of the fossil fuel ban,” the American Gas Association, which represents utilities and other suppliers
of natural gas, wrote in a legislative update obtained by Bloomberg BNA Feb. 24.


“AGA was successful in tempering those attacks and in persuading Senate leadership to include
Hoeven-Manchin into the underlying bill, which is likely the only legislative vehicle for the repeal of the
fossil fuel ban in this Congress,” the trade group, which did not immediately respond to a request for
comment, wrote.


At issue is what is known as Section 433 of the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007, which
requires new and certain renovated federal buildings to phase out the use of fossil-fuel generated energy
by 2030.


The Energy Department has yet to issue a final rule implementing the requirement, and opponents of
that measure say it is unworkable.
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From: Barolo, Mark
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: RE: Material in response to MTBE FOIA request
Date: Friday, February 26, 2016 6:02:00 PM


Terrific.  Thanks for pulling all of this together.
 
Have a great weekend.
 


From: Smith, TimR 
Sent: Friday, February 26, 2016 3:00 PM
To: Deitz, Rachel <Deitz.Rachel@epa.gov>
Cc: Gerber, Linda <Gerber.Linda@epa.gov>; Barolo, Mark <Barolo.Mark@epa.gov>; Miller, Paul
<Miller.Paul@epa.gov>; White, Hal <White.Hal@epa.gov>; Burnell, Susan <Burnell.Susan@epa.gov>;
White, Hal <White.Hal@epa.gov>
Subject: Material in response to MTBE FOIA request
 
Hi Rachel -
 
I am gathering information for the FOIA with a general eye to release detection.  Some of my
stuff may cross-over to other subject areas.  I left a CD on your chair yesterday.  It contains
OUST's Web-based UST Inspector Training.  I refer to it below under 1.f.  In addition to it, I am
providing links below to websites and a brief description of the information that is available on
those websites on EPA-related material by subjects listed on the FOIA request.
 
1.e. detection of leaks of gasoline from UST systems
 
The following list of OUST publications should be provided by Karen or Sharon as part of
archived and current OUST publications.  I assume once you compile all information from
this group, we will have a brief meeting to make sure all material we think is appropriate to
send is identified and categorized before releasing anything.  I will make sure at that
time these are included:


Underground Storage Tanks: Requirements and Options
Automatic Tank Gauging Systems for Release Detection: Reference Manual for
Underground Storage Tank Inspectors
Doing Inventory Control Right for Underground Storage Tanks
Getting the Most Out of Your Automatic Tank Gauging System
Introduction to Statistical Inventory for Underground Storage Tanks
List of Leak Detection Evaluations for UST Systems
Manual Tank Gauging for Small Underground Storage Tanks
Standard Test Procedures for Evaluating Various Leak Detection Methods
Straight Talk On Tanks (STOT)
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1.e. and 1.f. detection of leaks of gasoline from UST systems and inspection of UST systems
and enforcement of UST system regulations and spill prevention programs
Description: These are links to pages on the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control
Commission (NEIWPCC) website.  These links provide access to information and training
material on UST prevention and cleanup issues sponsored by EPA:
 
Users can search NEIWPCC's Home Page for relevant information under the tab on the left
<Underground Storage Tanks> at: http://www.neiwpcc.org/
 
These are specific links from the Home Page that EPA thinks fit the FOIA request:
 
http://www.neiwpcc.org/tanksconference/
Description: This link is to the National Tanks Conference.  It contains information on past
tank conferences including archived presentations.
 
http://www.neiwpcc.org/lustline/llarchive.asp
Description: This link is to the LUSTLine publication that covers various prevention and
cleanup topics.
 
UST/Prevention
http://www.neiwpcc.org/ustwebinars.asp
Description: NEIWPCC Training Webinars - UST inspection focus.
 
http://www.neiwpcc.org/ustwebinararchive.asp
Description: Archived Meetings and Training - UST inspection focus.
 
http://www.neiwpcc.org/trainingresources.asp
Description: Various UST training resources.
 
http://www.neiwpcc.org/altfuels.asp
Description: Information pertaining to alternative fuels.


LUST/Corrective Action
http://www.neiwpcc.org/ustwebinars.asp
Description: NEIWPCC Webinars - same URL as prevention webinars.  Search for cleanup-
related topics.
 
http://www.neiwpcc.org/ustwebinararchive.asp
Description: Webinar Archive - Same URL as prevention archives.  Search for cleanup-related
topics.
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Operator Training
Note: This training is the same as EPA provide on CD
 
 
ASTSWMO - Tanks Webpage
 
http://www.astswmo.org/main/tanks_pubs.html
Description: This is a link to the Association of State and Territorial Solid Waste Management
Officials (ASTSWMO) - Tanks site. This page of their website contains publications that may be
considered sponsored by EPA.  It is not a complete list at this time.  I am adding this as a
placeholder.  We may or may not include it in the final package. 


UST Common Compliance Violations Report – FY 2012 (April 2014)
Operator Training Resource Guide and Spreadsheet (March 2012 Update)


Tim
(202) 564-0643
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Is ethanol"s number up?
Date: Tuesday, September 03, 2013 8:08:47 AM


News Headline: Is ethanol's number up? | 


Outlet Full Name: Kansas City Star - Online
News Text: That's because the numbers — RINs for short — also act as renewable energy credits for
refiners, who have to blend a certain amount of ethanol into their gasoline to meet annual federal quotas. 


If they don't, they face stiff financial penalties. Those can be avoided by buying the credits from others
who have more than they need. 


The ethanol mandate has risen over time and is set to keep rising, but U.S. fuel consumption hasn't. So
concerns about meeting the steadily increasing mandate have caused the market price for RINs to soar. 


In January, RINs could be had for 7 cents each, and even that was up from 4.5 cents last fall. Then they
spiked to $1.43 in July before dropping back, and cost 69 cents on Friday — still a nearly10-fold increase
this year. 


The oil companies, which have never been fond of ethanol, are screaming about the higher cost and say
it's causing gas prices to rise. The American Petroleum Institute, a trade group representing the
companies, is calling on Congress to repeal the biofuel mandate. 


The biofuels industry is fighting back, saying the fears of higher fuel prices are hyped by the oil
companies, who don't like the competition. There is no need to repeal the mandate, ethanol producers
say, and they argue that it has been crucial in reducing the country's dependence on foreign oil. 


“There's a decent amount of political gamesmanship going on here,” said Geoff Cooper, vice president of
research for the Renewable Fuels Association. 


But the dispute has raised a serious question: Is the country's approach to ethanol headed for a change? 


The answer appears to be a qualified yes. 


A repeal seems unlikely, especially with the Obama administration strongly backing biofuels as part of its
energy policy. Ethanol has so far reduced the need for petroleum in gasoline by about 7 percent, which
no other alternative fuel has come close to doing. 


But a shift is already in the works. 


The federal Renewable Fuel Standard, set up in 2007, set specific targets for ethanol made from corn; for
cellulosic ethanol, which is made from non-food crops such as switchgrass or from plant waste; and for
biodiesel or other advanced biofuels. 


The initial annual volume in 2008 was 9 billion gallons, which has grown to 16.55 billion this year. The
mandate will continue to grow until it reaches 36 billion gallons by 2022, a goal widely viewed as
unrealistic. 


The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, which oversees the biofuels standard, has tinkered with the
program this year. It was clear that cellulosic ethanol, made from such feedstock as switchgrass, would
be unable to supply its hoped for 1 billion gallons and was slashed to 6 million gallons. But the overall
2013 mandate is still expected to be met with corn ethanol and using more biodiesel and imported
Brazilian ethanol made from sugar cane. 
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More serious changes are expected next year. The federal agency announced in early August that for
2014 it was proposing to use its “flexibilities” to reduce the total gallons of biofuel required for the year. 


That triggered mixed reactions. The biofuels industry including the Renewable Fuels Association appears
to be supporting the potential adjustment as long as it doesn't touch the mandate for corn ethanol. The
American Petroleum Institute called the adjustments short-term relief and still wants the mandate
repealed. 


“The (Renewable Fuels Standard) is broken beyond repair,” said Bob Greco, the API's downstream
director, in a statement. 


The biofuels industry is undoubtedly facing challenges. The federal mandate was front loaded with a
reliance on corn ethanol on the premise that cellulosic and other advanced biofuels would later become
available in significant quantities, and that isn't happening as hoped. Cellulosic ethanol was expected to
meet nearly half of the 36 billion gallon mandate by 2022, but the fuel has struggled to reach commercial
production. 


Meanwhile, corn ethanol is approaching a “blend wall.” The country's primary use of it is in E-10, a
gasoline blend that contains 10 percent ethanol. But as Adam Sieminski, administrator of the federal
Energy Information Administration, recently told a U.S. House of Representatives committee, the federal
standard's growing demand for the biofuel “cannot be approached through the current low-percentage
blending of ethanol.” 


The situation is aggravated by declining gasoline sales since 2007 because of the recession and more
fuel-efficient vehicles. Fewer gallons of E-10 mean less need for ethanol. 


The ethanol industry has said for some time that a blend wall was coming and has been looking for ways
to use more ethanol. Earlier this year, the EPA approved its request for E-15, a blend with 15 percent
ethanol. The fuel can be used in cars and light trucks from the 2001 model year and after. But its adoption
has been slow, and some states including Missouri don't allow gasoline to be sold with more than 10
percent ethanol. 


Missouri regulators are now considering allowing E-15, but the state's fuel station operators are opposing
the move, saying there are many problems including warranties on fuel dispensing equipment that don't
cover using E-15. 


“We have lots of concerns,” said Ronald Leone, executive director of the Missouri Petroleum Marketers &
Convenience Store Association. 


Another option is using more E-85, a blend that can be used only in “flex fuel” cars and light trucks, which
make up about 5 percent of U.S. vehicles. 


Ethanol has less energy per gallon than gasoline, and E-85 has struggled to be cheap enough to offset
the difference. But many blenders in recent months have slashed the fuel's price with profits earned from
RIN sales making it more competitive. There are reports in Iowa and Minnesota of more interest in E-85
and rising sales, although so far it's still not a large contributor to the ethanol mandate. 


The possibility of hitting the blend wall has brought a rare flash of public attention to RINs, which declined
in price after the EPA announced in August it was considering cutting the biofuel mandate. But it's still not
certain what it will decide to do, and the volatility may not be over. 


“My hunch is we haven't seen the end of $1 ethanol RINs,” said Tom Kloza, chief oil analyst at
GasBuddy. 


Here's a simplified explanation of how the RINs work. 


• The EPA calculates how much ethanol a refinery company needs to sell to meet its share of the







mandate. 


• A company buys the ethanol, each gallon coming with a 38-digit RIN. 


• If the refinery falls short in fulfilling its annual allotment it can avoid financial penalties by using banked
RIN credits earned in past years when it sold more ethanol than required. 


• If those aren't available, it can still avoid the penalty by buying RINs on the over-the-counter market,
which are being sold by refiners or others who have more of the credits than they need. 


In practice it gets more complicated, in part because it depends on who is buying and blending the
ethanol. BP does a lot of it and has extra RINs it has been selling. The credits are doing “quite well”
financially, according to the company's recent conference call with analysts. But HollyFrontier, a regional
company with five refineries including one in Kansas, blends only half its fuel and relies on other
companies to blend the rest. It expects to pay $125 million for RINs this year. 


But overall, RINs so far are mainly being gathered by simply buying the ethanol and not buying the
credits. Despite warnings that higher prices for ethanol credits are already being passed through to the
retail pump, there is little evidence that is happening in any significant way. 


“My personal assessment is it's probably very small,” said Sean Hill, an analyst for the Energy Information
Administration. 


But the volatility in RIN prices has set into motion a serious review of the Renewable Fuels Standard and
the need for adjustments. 


“I think they (RIN prices) have sent a signal that the status quo is out,” said Scott Irwin, professor of
agricultural marketing at the University of Illinois.








From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: EPA Revises "Tier 3" Fuel Emissions Rule To Resolve Regulatory Ambiguity
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 7:38:47 AM


http://insideepa.com/node/181269
 
Daily News
EPA Revises 'Tier 3' Fuel Emissions Rule To Resolve Regulatory Ambiguity
Posted: May 08, 2015
 
EPA is moving to clarify terms in its Tier 3 fuels and vehicles regulation after industry groups warned
that a recent rule intended to make noncontroversial amendments to the program in fact created
confusion and potentially expanded regulatory requirements far beyond the existing community of
entities covered by the Tier 3 rule.
 
In a May 8 Federal Register notice, EPA withdraws a direct final rule it issued Feb. 19 making changes
to the Tier 3 regulation, such as provisions affecting the renewable fuels standard (RFS). In February
the agency also issued a parallel proposed version of the Tier 3 changes and said it would pursue
that rule if it received adverse comment on the direct final rule. EPA will now weigh the comments
and develop a new final version of the revisions.
 
One of the changes affected the relationship between Tier 3 and the RFS, which requires that fuel
producers blend increasing volumes of biofuel into the fuel supply, or purchase renewable
identification number (RIN) compliance credits. The initial Tier 3 amendments were designed to
address confusion about the rule's impacts on the RFS.
 
However, industry commenters that weighed in on the changes, including the National Biodiesel
Board (NBB) and refiners, provided the agency with adverse comment, warning that the revision
created new ambiguity.
 
EPA in the February rule attempted to craft an exemption for production of RFS product transfer
documents (PTDs) for the transfer of renewable fuels, or alternatively RINs, “for renewable fuels
dispensed into motor vehicles and nonroad vehicles, engines, and equipment (to include jet engines
and home heating units.)”
 
However, the agency also modified the regulatory language to require that these documents be
produced each time a party transfers ownership or custody of renewable fuels or RINs to another
entity.
 
NBB and refiners in response said that the addition of the term “custody” introduces regulatory
uncertainty, as it is not clear what is meant by custody. Potentially, these groups argue, this could
expand the obligation to produce PTDs to entities such as pipeline owners or truck operators that
are not currently obliged to produce such documents.
 
“The addition of the term 'custody' in this case is not a mere technical amendment, but would add a
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wholly new obligation on producers and other parties along the supply chain. While 'ownership' has
been delineated by EPA as transfer of title to the fuel, custody of the fuel may pass through several
hands, such as common carriers, terminals, marketers, distributors, storage facilities, to name a few.
EPA does not provide an explanation for why these added burdens are necessary,” NBB says in April
6 comments on the direct final rule.
 
EPA's May 8 notice removes the “custody” provision -- which the agency says was “inadvertent” --
with immediate effect from the changes to the Tier 3 rule, which tightened emissions limits for fuels
and vehicles.
 
Emissions Credits
 
Also, EPA says in its partial withdrawal of the Tier 3 revisions, “We received a comment advocating
for small refiners and small volume refineries to be allowed to use credits past January 1, 2020 -- to
effectively receive a small refiner- and small volume refinery-specific period of lead time before
these parties must comply with the Tier 3 sulfur standards.” The credits in question are granted for
reductions in gasoline sulfur by refiners.
 
EPA adds, “Although it is not clear whether this comment is germane to the provisions of the direct
final rule, in light of the short time frame for withdrawal of the direct final rule, we have decided to
treat this as an adverse comment.”
 
Law firm Perkins Coie in April 6 comments on behalf of unspecified clients says, “Under the credit
trading provisions in the Tier 3 rule, large refiners may generate credits during the years that they
are subject to the Tier 2 gasoline sulfur standard and may use those credits after the date that they
become subject to the Tier 3 standard.” Tier 2 was the former, less-stringent fuel content regulation.
 
“While small refiners and small volume refineries may also generate credits during the years that
they are subject to the Tier 2 gasoline sulfur standard, they may not use those credits after the date
that they become subject to the Tier 3 standard. This disparate treatment of large and small refiners
is unjust,” Perkins Coie says.
 
EPA in the notice also clarifies language in its February rule that referred to “small refiners” with
respect to when they are disqualified from treatment under Tier 3 as “small volume refiners” subject
to more lenient regulation than larger refiners -- those processing 75,000 barrels of oil per day or
more. EPA agrees to use the term “small volume refiners” instead, a definition suggested by groups
that weighed in on the rule.
 
Pending Litigation
 
Meanwhile, ethanol sector groups in litigation now pending against the Tier 3 rule before the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit are citing a recent ruling from the court in
unrelated litigation to bolster their claim that they have legal standing to challenge the Tier 3 policy.
 
In Energy Future Coalition, et al. v. EPA, et al., pro-ethanol groups are challenging provisions in the







Tier 3 rule governing test fuels, which they argue effectively prohibit the development of new test
fuels with higher ethanol content than that normally found in the fuel supply. EPA in the case
contests petitioners' standing to sue, because they are not directly regulated by the test fuel
provision and therefore have no direct harm giving them standing.
 
Standing is a threshold issue that the court must consider because if the judges agree with EPA that
industry lacks standing, it could reject the case on those grounds and never reach the merits of the
suit.
 
In an April 27 letter advising the court of additional authorities that occurred after oral arguments
March 20, the Justice Department on behalf of EPA said that the court's recent holding in Delta
Construction Company, Inc. v. EPA, a case contesting vehicle greenhouse gas regulation, supports
EPA's case.
 
In the D.C. Circuit's April 24 ruling in Delta, the court found that simply because a party to the case,
biofuel maker POP Diesel, had financial interests supporting a given outcome, it did not have
standing within the “zone of interests” test used by courts to determine the standing.
 
Petitioners in Energy Future Coalition in their own April 29 letter to the court say, however, that the
Delta ruling is not relevant to the Tier 3 challenge.
 
“In this case, by contrast, Petitioners do not seek to shift regulatory incentives to favor biofuels over
other fuels or otherwise to impose a regulatory burden on their competitors. Rather, Biofuel
Petitioners seek to remove an obstacle to the operation of a fuel-neutral rule that was intended to
allow products like theirs to gain access” to fuel certification, the letter says. -- Stuart Parker
(sparker@iwpnews.com)
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Latest Developments


White House Reviewing EPA's Final Quality Assurance Rule for Renewable Fuel Credits


Posted February 26, 2014, 10:44 A.M. ET


The White House is reviewing a final Environmental Protection Agency rule that would establish a
voluntary quality assurance program for renewable fuel standard credits.


The EPA sent the final rule to the White House Office of Management and Budget for interagency
review Feb. 25.


The EPA proposed the rule in February 2013. As proposed, it would establish qualifications for third-
party auditors who would determine the validity of the renewable identification numbers (RINs)—serial
numbers attached to batches of renewable fuels. It also would establish audit procedures for renewable
fuel production facilities, including minimum frequency, site visits, review of records and reporting
requirements 78 Fed. Reg. 12,158).


The proposal comes after the EPA issued notices of violations to biofuels producers—and at least one
individual falsely claiming to be a producer—in 2010 and 2011 for selling 140 million fraudulent renewable
identification numbers to refiners who were obligated to comply with the renewable fuel standard blending
mandates. Thirty refiners and other companies reached a settlement with EPA in April 2013 in which they
agreed to pay approximately $3.65 million in penalties after they purchased the fraudulent credits.


NOTE: The value of the credits depends on market conditions at the time.


House Draft Tax Bill Would Eliminate Dozens of Credits for Traditional, Clean Energy
Industries


Posted February 26, 2014, 2:19 P.M. ET


Draft tax reform legislation would repeal dozens of energy tax credits that benefit both the traditional
and clean energy industries, according to a summary released Feb. 26 by the House Ways and Means
Committee.


Among the credits that would be repealed are the oil industry's last-in first-out accounting method, a
tax credit for producing oil and gas from marginal wells and the enhanced oil recovery tax credit.


In addition, the legislation would phase out the renewable energy production tax credit by reducing it
from 2.2 cents-per-kilowatt hour to 1.5 cents until 2024, after which it would be repealed, according to the
summary, which estimated such a change would save $9.6 billion.


Other clean energy credits that would be repealed under the draft legislation are a credit for energy-
efficient residential property and a credit for new, qualified plug-in electric drive motor vehicles, according
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to the summary.


House Draft Said Not to Include Extension of Production Tax Credit


Posted February 26, 2014, 11:52 A.M. ET


Tax reform legislation expected to be unveiled by House tax writers Feb. 26 does not include a
reinstatement of the renewable energy production tax credit (PTC), and other clean energy tax credits that
expired at the end of 2013, a spokesman for the American Energy Alliance told Bloomberg BNA, citing
discussions with Hill staffers.


The Washington-based group, whose backers include the oil and gas industry, has advocated for
allowing the PTC, which provides a 2.3 cent-per-kilowatt hour tax credit for electricity generated from wind
and other renewable sources, to expire.


In addition to the PTC, other energy tax credits that expired Dec. 31 included a $1-per-gallon tax
credit for biodiesel producers, a $1.01-per-gallon tax credit for cellulosic ethanol and a tax credit for
residential energy efficiency improvements.


Senate Staff Say Senate Energy Bill ‘Has More Than 60 Votes' Needed to Pass


Posted February 26, 2014, 11:45 A.M. ET


Energy efficiency legislation to be introduced Feb. 27 “has more than 60 votes” effectively needed to
pass the Senate, aides to the bill's authors said in an e-mail to lobbyists and others tracking the bill.


The legislation by Sens. Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.) and Rob Portman (R-Ohio) would establish
voluntary national building codes, authorize funding to increase conservation in the federal government
and boost energy efficiency in the manufacturing sector, according to the Feb. 25 e-mail.


In addition, the bill would incorporate amendments supported by Republicans, including some that
would repeal a requirement that federal buildings phase out use of fossil fuel-generated energy and a
measure to limit the use of the U.S. Green Building Council's updated building rating system, LEED v4, in
federal buildings.


EPA Says It Can Finalize Revised Ozone Standards in 2015


Posted February 26, 2014, 12:41 P.M. ET


The Environmental Protection Agency told a federal court Feb. 25 that it can finalize revisions to ozone
air quality standards by Nov. 15, 2015.


Environmental and health advocacy groups took the EPA to court after the agency missed its March
2013 deadline under the Clean Air Act for reviewing the ozone national ambient air quality standards. The
EPA said it needs until 2015 to finalize the standards because it is reviewing an abundance of complex
scientific evidence.


A stricter ozone standard could lead to new requirements for emissions controls on sources that emit
nitrogen oxides and volatile organic compounds, which contribute to ozone formation, including industrial
facilities, power plants and vehicles.


Safety Board Pushes DOT to Adopt Stricter Rail Tank Car Design Standards


Posted February 26, 2014, 3:50 P.M. ET


Robert Sumwalt, a member of the National Transportation Safety Board, said Feb. 26 that the NTSB is
“not convinced” that an existing rail industry standard for tank cars used to transport crude oil offers
“significant safety improvements.”


Sumwalt, speaking at a hearing of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on
Railroads, Pipelines and Hazardous Materials, said the Transportation Department needs to adopt an
“improved federal standard” for the design of DOT-111 rail tank cars. The petroleum industry adopted a
voluntary industry standard, known as the CPC-1232 standard, for all new rail tank cars ordered after Oct.
1, 2011.


The NTSB recommends that the Transportation Department set a regulatory standard that goes
beyond the CPC-1232 standard, according to Sumwalt. He mentioned full head shields and thicker head
and shell materials as design features that should be required for cars used to transport crude oil.


Sumwalt made his comments during a hearing on passenger and freight rail safety, which also







featured testimony from Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration Administrator Cynthia
Quarterman and Federal Railroad Administration Administrator Joseph Szabo.


Quarterman said a “call to action” made by Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx in January
following incidents in Lac-Mégantic, Quebec, and Casselton, N.D., has been successful. The DOT has
received “firm commitments” from the freight and petroleum industries in response to Foxx's request,
including commitments to reduce speed limits, improve crude oil shipment routing and improve the testing
and classification of crude oil, according to Quarterman.


Social Cost of Carbon Figure Too Low To Reflect Harms, Environmental Groups Say


Posted February 26, 2014, 1:51 P.M. ET


The Obama administration relied on outdated science that produced a social cost of carbon figure that
is too conservative, environmental groups said Feb. 26.


The models used by the federal government to update the social cost of carbon figure, which federal
agencies use to calculate the climate impact of proposed actions, have yet to include the most recent
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change data, producing a figure that does not reflect the actual cost
of carbon emissions, Gernot Wagner, senior economist at the Environmental Defense Fund, told reporters
Feb. 26.


“Those models are incorporating science that is in part over five years old,” he said.


Federal agencies in Nov. 2013 set the social cost of carbon at $37 per metric ton in 2007 dollars for
the year 2015. That is up from the $24 per metric ton figure established in 2010. The White House said
the increase was the result of better data input into the models. The social cost of carbon is used to
calculate impacts such as the net effects on damaged property, agriculture and human health from
extreme weather linked to climate change for each metric ton of carbon dioxide emissions.


Sens. Boxer, Whitehouse Call for Study on Health Effects of Tar Sands Oil


Posted February 26, 2014, 2:15 P.M. ET


Sens. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) said Feb. 26 that they plan to ask
Secretary of State John Kerry to conduct a detailed study of the health risks associated with Canadian oil
sands development before deciding whether to approve the Keystone XL oil pipeline.


Boxer, chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, and Whitehouse, a leading
advocate for addressing climate change, said the State Department final environmental review released
Jan. 31 is inadequate on the subject of public health.


They said the department's review largely ignored the health risks associated with the mining, refining
and waste disposal of oil sands development. The health risks are not only associated with oil sands
production in Alberta, but with the refining and processing facilities on the Texas Gulf Coast and in the
Chicago area, they said.


The senators were joined at a news conference by several citizens involved in health issues, such as an
Alberta family physician who cited elevated cancer levels for residents living near the oil sands mining
operations.


“We believe that putting more Americans at risk for asthma, cancer and other serious health impacts is
not in our national interest,” Boxer said. “Clearly, much more needs to be done before any final decision
on the Keystone XL pipeline is made. We urge you to complete a comprehensive human health impacts
study—nothing less than the health of our families is at stake.”


House Panel Expected to Circulate Draft Approaches to Modernizing TSCA


Posted February 26, 2014, 12:35 P.M. ET


Draft legislative language to modernize the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) is expected to
circulate widely in the House any day.


The “imminent” circulation of draft TSCA-reform provisions could occur as early as Feb. 27, according
to chemical manufacturers and environmental organization officials with whom Bloomberg BNA has
spoken.


Rep. John Shimkus (R-Ill.), chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on the
Environment and the Economy, previously said he planned to craft a draft TSCA-modernization bill by the
end of February or early March, with the goal of getting the subcommittee to approve the legislation by







mid-March.


Individuals who closely track chemical policies have told Bloomberg BNA that they expect the House
version of the bill to clarify language used in a Senate TSCA-reform bill called the Chemical Safety
Improvement Act (S. 1009).


TSCA applies to industrial chemicals. As such, it is one of the few environmental statutes that can
affect which products can be marketed and how those products—chemicals—can be used to make
computers, airplanes, cars and many other products.


The American Chemistry Council describes the business of chemistry as a $760 billion enterprise that
contributes to more than 96 percent of all goods manufactured in the U.S.


EPA Allowing Comment on Power Plant Carbon Dioxide Standard Until May 9


Posted February 26, 2014, 3:53 P.M. ET


The Environmental Protection Agency is extending the public comment period until May 9 on a
proposed rule that would set a carbon dioxide performance standard for new fossil fuel-fired power
plants.


The comment period on the agency's proposed new source performance standards for carbon dioxide
emissions from fossil fuel-fired power plants originally was to expire March 10. The agency announced Feb.
26 that it would provide an additional 60 days for comments.


The EPA proposed its new source performance standards for carbon dioxide emissions from new fossil
fuel-fired power plants Jan. 8. The proposed rule would limit new gas-fired units to 1,000 pounds of carbon
dioxide per megawatt-hour with a limit of 1,100 pounds of carbon dioxide per megawatt-hour for new
coal-fired power plants. The proposed performance standard for new coal-fired units would require the use
of carbon capture systems.


Boxer Announces Subcommittee Chairmen for Environment and Public Works Committee


Posted February 26, 2014, 1:00 P.M. ET


Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) announced Feb. 26 new majority subcommittee chairmanships within
the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works.


Sen. Thomas Carper (D-Del.) will become the Transportation and Infrastructure subcommittee
chairman; Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D- R.I.) will become chairman of the Clean Air and Nuclear Safety
subcommittee; and Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.) will become Oversight subcommittee chairman, according
to the news release.


The shift in subcommittee leadership is a result of the appointment and confirmation Feb. 6 of Sen.
Max Baucus (D-Mont.) to be the U.S. ambassador to China. He previously served as the Senate
committee's Transportation and Infrastructure subcommittee chairman.


N.C. Governor Tells Duke Energy to Provide Plans for All Coal Ash Ponds


Posted February 26, 2014, 11:43 A.M. ET


Duke Energy should provide North Carolina regulators with its plans for ash ponds at all of its facilities
in the state by March 15, according to Gov. Pat McCrory (R).


In a Feb. 25 letter to Lynn Good, chief executive officer for the utility, the governor said such
information is needed to make decisions about how to protect citizens and the environment from future
spills.


The letter also reiterated state officials' “primary desire” that coal ash ponds be moved away from
bodies of water.


On Feb. 2, tens of thousands of tons of ash spilled into the Dan River from Duke Energy's facility near
Eden, N.C., after a stormwater pipe under a storage lagoon burst. That release and a leak subsequently
found in a second pipe have been stopped, and water sampling and cleanup activities are ongoing.


Duke Energy has 32 coal ash ponds at 14 sites throughout North Carolina. In his letter McCrory said,
“We will not stand by while coal ash ponds remain a danger due to their proximity to where so many North
Carolinians get their drinking water.”


The letter is available at http://danriverspill.ncdenr.gov/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=ccd3c63b-
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9a53-4901-9a96-cbd388079b6f&groupId=14.


Republican Senators Question `Quality and Integrity' of EPA Fracking Investigation


Posted February 26, 2014, 10:29 A.M. ET


Six Republican senators say an investigation by the Environmental Protection Agency's Inspector
General into why the agency issued an emergency order to Range Resources Corp. for water
contamination was “seriously deficient” because the investigation ignored science, manipulated facts and
colluded with environmental groups.


“There are a number of concerns that we have with the quality and integrity of this report,” the
senators wrote in a letter provided to Bloomberg BNA. “It appears that the report is neither comprehensive
nor unbiased.”


The letter was signed by Republican Sens. David Vitter (La.), James Inhofe (Okla.), John Boozman
(Ark.), John Cornyn (Texas), Tom Coburn (Okla.) and Ted Cruz (Texas), according to Vitter's office.


The Inspector General said in December 2013 that the EPA followed legal requirements in issuing the
emergency order against Range Resources for water contamination.


This is the fourth letter from Vitter in the past week to question Inspector General investigations. The
previous letter focused on investigations of agency fraud, conflicts of interest or cronyism on clean air
advisory boards and the use of secondary e-mail accounts by EPA employees.


The Inspector General defended its handling of the three investigations that previously were the
subject of letters from Vitter in a response released Feb. 25.
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From: Barolo, Mark
To: Burnell, Susan
Subject: RE: R3 and MTBE FOIA
Date: Friday, February 26, 2016 5:07:00 PM


Thanks Sue.  Good to know the status in R3.
 
I don’t know that the email exchange itself is important to include, but we should make all the
underlying data available (the same data you made available to Michelle Marcus).
 
Thanks
Mark
 


From: Burnell, Susan 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 11:28 AM
To: Barolo, Mark <Barolo.Mark@epa.gov>
Cc: Anderson, Will <Anderson.Will@epa.gov>
Subject: R3 and MTBE FOIA
 
 
Hi Mark
 
I talked to Carol Amend about the FOIA.  She has not spoken to PA about any of it.  In fact, she is
waiting to hear back from the requestors on a more limited scope before tackling the effort.  I did
find the memo that we sent to PA regarding our 2014 FOIA release of their backlog study data.  Their
response is attached.  They did not have any comments.  We did qualify the data set – one time data
snapshot from 2009, data limitations, etc….   Not sure if that is as relevant for this FOIA.  The 2014
FOIA was for researching potential impacts of LUST releases and we wanted to make it very clear to
the requestor that the data was old and many of the sites are now most likely in different stages
than what is presented in our data.
 
Sue Burnell
Cleanup and Revitalization Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave (5401R)
Washington DC  20460
Beginning January 19, 2016, my new phone number will be 202-564-0766
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Latest Developments


Interior Department Authorizes Offshore Wind Project on West Coast


Posted February 05, 2014, 3:52 P.M. ET


The Interior Department announced Feb. 5 it had given the “green light” to a Seattle-based company
to move forward with plans to build what could be the nation's first offshore wind project off the West
Coast.


The department's “determination of no competitive interest” allows Principle Power Inc. to formally
submit plans to site five 6-megawatt floating wind turbines offshore of Oregon's Coos Bay, according to
the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.


If constructed, the project could be the first in the U.S. to use a floating structure to support offshore
wind development in the Outer Continental Shelf, the bureau said.


Water Safe to Drink, Governor Tells West Virginians


Posted February 05, 2014, 3:52 P.M. ET


West Virginia residents affected by the recent Elk River chemical spill should trust federal regulators’
assurances that their drinking water is safe, according to Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin (D).


Under the Safe Drinking Water Act, Environmental Protection Agency experts have examined the
distribution system and determined that the levels of 4-methylcyclohexane methanol in tap water is at
safe or even undetectable levels, said EPA Region 3 Administrator Shawn M. Garvin, who joined Tomblin at
a news briefing Feb. 5 in Charleston, W.Va.


Ongoing anecdotal reports of illness from tap water following the Jan. 9 spill, which prompted a
weeklong “do not use” order for 300,000 people in eight counties, cannot be definitely linked to MCHM,
said state Center for Environmental Health acting director Tanja Popovic, adding that the 1,000 parts-per-
million limit established by her agency provides “a substantial blanket of safety.”


NOTE: The announcement follows hearings in the House and Senate Feb. 4, where lawmakers said the
spill illustrates the need for updating the Toxic Substances Control Act.


NOTE: Sens. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.), John D. Rockefeller (D-W.Va.) and Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) on
Jan. 27 introduced a bill (S. 1961) that would set minimum construction standards and other requirements
for chemical storage sites located near sources of drinking water, among other things.


EPA Defends Decision Not to Reduce Renewable Fuels Volumes in 2013 Rule


Posted February 05, 2014, 3:32 P.M. ET
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The Environmental Protection Agency defended its decision not to reduce the overall renewable fuel
blending requirements for 2013 as a justifiable use of the agency's discretion under the Clean Air Act (
Monroe Energy LLC v. EPA, D.C. Cir., No. 13-1265, 2/4/14 ).


The EPA told the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit in a Feb. 4 brief that
petroleum refiners and importers had sufficient capacity to meet the statutory requirement to blend 16.55
billion gallons of renewable fuels into the nation's fuel supply in 2013 even after the agency greatly
reduced the cellulosic ethanol mandate, which in turn required a larger proportion of the total to be met by
non-cellulosic ethanol.


The EPA said the Clean Air Act gives it “broad discretion” to determine when it will use its waiver
authority to reduce the annual blending requirement. Reducing the annual blending requirement
unnecessarily would go against Congress's intent to promote the use of renewable fuels, the EPA said.


The EPA in its 2013 renewable fuel standard rule reduced the cellulosic ethanol blending requirement
from the 1 billion gallons set out in the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 (Pub. L. No. 110-
140) to 6 million gallons. However, the agency chose not to reduce the overall requirement to blend 16.55
billion gallons of renewable fuels into the fuel supply (78 Fed Reg. 49,794).


Hearing Considers Water Storage Bills To Address Red Tape, Financing Concerns


Posted February 05, 2014, 2:28 P.M. ET


Bills to cut red tape and allow more flexibility on funding for water reservoir construction received a
hearing Feb. 5 by the House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Water and Power.


The Water Supply Permitting Coordination Act (H.R. 3980), proposed by Rep. Tom McClintock (R-
Calif.), would force federal permitting agencies to work closer together to get project planning done
expeditiously.


The Accelerated Revenue, Repayment and Surface Water Storage Enhancement Act (H.R. 3981),
proposed by Rep. Doc Hastings (R-Wash.), would allow states and communities to repay federal loans
faster on reservoir projects. It also would direct such payments into a fund for assistance to other water
storage projects.


Democrats on the subcommittee offered cautionary notes but, like Republicans, spoke with
uncomfortable awareness of the current drought conditions in California and some other states that serve
as a reminder of the value of building water storage.


Rep. Grace Napolitano (D-Calif.) encouraged consideration, as well, of desalination, conservation,
recycling and underground storage (aquifers) to address water issues.


Republicans Slam EPA Overregulation of Air, Water, Fracking and Power Plants


Posted February 05, 2014, 2:18 P.M. ET


Witnesses before a House Science, Space and Technology Committee Feb. 5 cited regulations on the
waters of the United States, greenhouse gas emissions from power plants, fracking and cross-state air
pollution as examples of regulatory overreach by the Environmental Protection Agency.


Bryan Shaw, Chairman of Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, said carbon capture and
sequestration technologies, the basis for EPA's emissions limits for new power plants, had not been
adequately demonstrated.


David Porter, Commissioner of the Railroad Commission of Texas, said the EPA showed “severe
incompetency and blatant disregard for sound science” on how it approached fracking regulations in Texas.


White House Threatens Veto of House California Drought Relief Bill


Posted February 05, 2014, 2:13 P.M. ET


In a statement of administration policy, the White House said it would veto the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Valley Emergency Water Delivery Act (H.R. 3964), which is scheduled for a vote in the House
today.


The bill “would not alleviate the effects of California's current drought and would disrupt decades of
work that supports building consensus, solutions, and settlements that equitably address some of
California's most complex water challenges,” the statement said. “The urgency and seriousness of the
situation requires a balanced approach that promotes water reliability and ecosystem restoration.”
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Among other things, H.R. 3964 would reform the Central Valley Project Improvement Act and the San
Joaquin River Restoration Settlement Act.


Sens. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) and Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) strongly oppose the House bill and plan
to introduce their own bill to address the drought crisis.


The statement of administration policy is available at http://1.usa.gov/1fRFyci.


Hoyer, Other Democrats Tout RGGI Carbon Caps to EPA


Posted February 05, 2014, 1:51 P.M. ET


House Minority Whip Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) and 40 other congressmen are urging the Environmental
Protection Agency to model its efforts to cap and reduce carbon dioxide standards from existing power
plants on the success of a regional market-based approach put in place by northeastern states.


In a letter dated Jan. 31, the lawmakers pressed EPA to ensure that its power plant rules, which are to
be finalized by the end of President Barack Obama’s presidency, provide flexibility for such regional
emissions trading approaches.


The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative—which covers Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island and Vermont—is projected by 2020 to cut carbon
dioxide emitted by power plants in half from 2005 levels.


Ceres Reports on Shale Gas Companies with Highest Water Risk


Posted February 05, 2014, 1:46 P.M. ET


Anadarko Petroleum Corp., Encana Corp., Pioneer Natural Resources Co. and Apache Corp. have the
highest exposure to water sourcing risk among shale energy producers in the United States and western
Canada, according to a new report from Ceres.


Most of the hydraulic fracturing wells being developed by these companies are in regions of high or
extremely high water stress, the report said.


The report pointed out some “pockets of success” in mitigating water sourcing risks, such as Apache's
commitment to recycle 100 percent of its produced water in the Permian Basin. But overall, “water
management best practices are lagging,” the report said.


It urged shale energy companies to mitigate water sourcing risks through greater disclosure,
improvements in water use practices and engagement with communities and regulators on local water
challenges.


EPA, Fish and Wildlife Service Release Draft Agreement on Migratory Bird Protection


Posted February 05, 2014, 1:40 P.M. ET


The Environmental Protection Agency's Office of Pesticide Programs released a draft document
outlining an agreement with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to promote the conservation of migratory
bird populations.


The draft memorandum of understanding, posted online Feb. 5, outlines plans to enhance collaboration
between the EPA's pesticide office and the FWS to better protect migratory birds. Under the agreement,
the OPP and the FWS would work together to identify where legal pesticide uses are having, or are likely to
have, negative effects on migratory bird populations and their habitats.


The draft document also calls for the FWS to provide the EPA with information on the economic,
societal and environmental benefits of migratory birds for consideration in decisions on pesticide
registrations. The EPA's pesticide office also agreed to seek input from FWS on pesticide product label
language intended to mitigate risk to migratory birds, encourage pesticide users to employ integrated pest
management techniques that reduce exposure of pesticides in the environment and identify conservation
measures that minimize stress to migratory bird populations associated with pesticide use.


A 2001 executive order (Exec. Order No. 13,186) requires every federal agency that takes action likely
to have measurable adverse effects on migratory bird populations to enter into a memorandum of
understanding with FWS to promote the conservation of migratory birds.


The EPA will accept comments on the draft document through March 7. Comments may be filed at
http://www.regulations.gov under Docket No. EPA-HQ-OPP-2013-0744.
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The draft memorandum of understanding between the OPP and the FWS is available at
http://op.bna.com/env.nsf/r?Open=smiy-9g2prz.


States Could Opt Out of EPA Carbon Rules Under Inhofe Bill


Posted February 05, 2014, 11:42 A.M. ET


States could opt out of the Environmental Protection Agency’s proposed caps on carbon dioxide
emissions from coal-fired and other power plants under a bill (S. 1988) introduced yesterday by Sen.
James Inhofe (R-Okla.)


In introducing the Electricity Reliability and Affordability Act of 2014, Inhofe said record low
temperatures in some regions of the U.S. in recent weeks are a reminder of coal’s role in generating
electricity. Coal is used to generate about 37 percent of U.S. electricity, according to the Energy
Information Administration.


NOTE: The House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Energy and Power, of which Rep. Ed
Whitfield (R-Ky.) is chairman, approved a similar bill that would curtail the EPA's authority to regulate
greenhouse gas emissions from new and existing power plants on Jan. 28.


NOTE: Whitfield told Bloomberg BNA Jan. 29 that the House will vote by the end of February on that
bill.


PHMSA Proposes Fines for Three Companies Over Improper Classification of Bakken
Crude


Posted February 05, 2014, 11:34 A.M. ET


The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration is proposing to fine three oil companies
over the improper classification of crude oil shipped by rail from the Bakken Shale region.


The agency, in a Feb. 4 statement, said it issued notices of probable violation to Hess Corp., Whiting
Oil and Gas Corp. and Marathon Oil Co. for alleged violations of federal hazardous materials transport
regulations. In total, PHMSA is proposing $93,000 in civil penalties.


The enforcement action is the result of Operation Classification, a 2013 joint investigation by PHMSA
and the Federal Railroad Administration into the transport of Bakken crude oil by rail. PHMSA inspectors
collected and analyzed samples from August through November 2013 to determine whether the crude oil
was properly classified and assigned to the correct packing group.


An analysis found that 11 of the 18 samples taken from cargo tanks delivering crude oil to rail loading
facilities were assigned to the incorrect packing group, according to PHMSA—in each case rated as less
hazardous than it should have been. The agency said shipping crude oil without proper classification could
result in the material being shipped in an inadequate container or cause emergency responders to follow
improper protocols when responding to an incident involving a hazardous materials spill.


Operation Classification is one of several efforts under way at the Transportation Department to
address rail safety following a series of accidents involving crude oil trains, including a July 2013 incident
in Lac-Mégantic, Quebec, that resulted in 47 fatalities and a Dec. 30 derailment in Casselton, N.D.
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Top EPA, Corps Officials to Testify in Joint Hearing on Waters of U.S. Rule


Posted January 29, 2015, 12:19 P.M. ET


By Amena Saiyid


The top officials at the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will
testify Feb. 4 at a joint House-Senate committee hearing to examine the impacts of the waters of the U.S.
rule that seeks to clarify the scope of Clean Water Act jurisdiction.


EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy will join Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works Jo-Ellen
Darcy to defend the rule the agencies jointly proposed April 2014.


The agencies hope to finalize the rule as early as April. If promulgated, the rule would affect dredge-
and-fill and discharge permitting programs. It also would affect where federal oil spill rules apply.


The hearing has been convened by Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.), the chairman of the Senate
Environment and Public Works Committee, and Rep. Bill Shuster (R-Pa.), chairman of the House
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. Both committees have jurisdiction over the EPA Office of
Water and the corps regulatory program that is engaged in the rulemaking.


At the start of the 114th Congress, Republican leaders made it clear they would seek to block the rule
though stand-alone legislation, the appropriations process or amendments to other bills. They have said
the rule is regulatory overreach and a federal attempt at controlling local land-use decisions.


Barrasso to Introduce Legislation to Block Waters of U.S. Rule


Posted January 29, 2015, 3:55 P.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) plans to introduce legislation blocking the waters of the U.S. rule, which
would clarify reach of Clean Water Act jurisdiction.


Barrasso plans to announce his intention to introduce the bill Feb. 4 at a hearing on the rule jointly
convened by the Senate Environment and Public Works and House Transportation and Infrastructure
committees, Emily Schillinger, a Barrasso spokeswoman, confirmed to Bloomberg BNA Jan. 29.


The Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers proposed the rule April
2014 and are expected to finalize it as early as this April.


Barrasso's bill will be similar but not identical to one he introduced in the 113th Congress.
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The Wyoming Republican is a member of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee and
the chairman of the Senate Republican Policy Committee.


Industry, Public Health Groups Question EPA Ozone Proposal


Posted January 29, 2015, 3:28 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


Several industry and public health groups used a public hearing in Washington, D.C., today to ask the
Environmental Protection Agency to revise its proposal to revise the national ambient air quality standards
for ozone.


The groups, including the American Lung Association, Sierra Club and the American Thoracic Society,
urged the EPA to set the standards at a level of 60 parts per billion, which they said is necessary to offer
an adequate level of health protection to children and other at-risk populations. The EPA is under an Oct. 1
deadline to finalize its decision to revise or retain the current ozone standard of 75 ppb.


The agency in November 2014 proposed to revise the current standard to somewhere in the range of
65 ppb and 70 ppb.


Agency officials also heard from representatives of the American Petroleum Institute, the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce and other industry groups who raised concerns about the high costs of revising the
ozone standard.


The EPA plans to hold a Feb. 2 hearing in Sacramento, Calif., and will accept written comments on its
proposal until March 17.


Goodlatte to Reintroduce Renewable Fuel Bill; Opponents Push for Reform


Posted January 29, 2015, 3:32 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


House legislation that would remove the renewable fuel standard's corn ethanol mandate is expected
to be reintroduced in the House next week, as opponents of the requirement launch a new push to alter
energy provision.


The bill, the RFS Reform Act, by Rep. Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.), is expected to be introduced next week,
Beth Breeding, a spokeswoman for the congressman said in an e-mail to Bloomberg BNA.


The legislation would cap the amount of ethanol allowed in gasoline at 10 percent and eliminate the
conventional ethanol blending mandate, leaving only the requirement for petroleum refiners to blend
advanced biofuels, such as biomass-based diesel and cellulosic ethanol, into the fuel supply. It had 82 co-
sponsors in the 113th Congress.


“The RFS needs fundamental reform, and we urge you to join us by cosponsoring legislation to
accomplish this task,” Goodlatte, Rep. Peter Welch (D-Vt.) and other lawmakers said in a “Dear Colleague”
letter to Congress.


Senate Steers Clear of EPA in Keystone Amendment Votes


Posted January 29, 2015, 3:17 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott and Anthony Adragna


While Senate Democrats have forced Republicans to vote on whether climate change is real and not a
hoax in debate over the Keystone bill, Republicans have held their fire on targeting U.S. climate funding
and power plant carbon pollution limits.


Conspicuously absent from the nearly 40 votes taken in recent weeks on the bill (S. 1) to expedite the
Keystone XL pipeline were Republican amendments aimed at derailing President Barack Obama’s
environmental agenda. Left untouched by Republicans, at least for now, are Environmental Protection
Agency rules to cut carbon dioxide from power plants, reduce ozone pollution and expand Clean Water Act
jurisdiction over U.S. waterways.


“We’ll get our shots at [EPA regulations] at some point,” Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.), a member of
Senate leadership, told Bloomberg BNA today. “I think our guys are refraining from some of that. We want
to ultimately get the bill passed, and I think we’ll have other chances to make our points and to hopefully
get something done on the regulation side.”
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Thune and other Republicans told Bloomberg BNA the open amendment process allowed senators to
offer whatever amendments they wished. But Republicans also wanted the focus to remain on their central
argument—that the pipeline would create U.S. jobs—and not on debates over Obama’s environmental
agenda. Republicans are still expected to target those environmental rules in the months ahead.


States Say Interim Targets for Carbon Dioxide Reductions Unrealistic


Posted January 29, 2015, 12:53 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


States and utilities today said they lack the time and resources to meet the 2020 carbon dioxide
emissions targets for the power sector proposed by the Environmental Protection Agency in its Clean
Power Plan.


Utilities and state regulators, during a forum sponsored by the Bipartisan Policy Center, said the EPA’s
proposed rule requires the bulk of the necessary carbon dioxide emissions reductions from existing power
plants to be achieved during an interim compliance period between 2020 and 2029. However, the agency’s
flawed assumptions about how quickly states could make the necessary policy changes and infrastructure
improvements necessary could make that interim target impossible to achieve.


“Most states don’t even have the infrastructure in place to meet that target,” Quinlan Shea, vice
president of environment at the Edison Electric Institute, said.


The EPA’s Clean Power Plan, proposed in June 2014, sets a unique carbon dioxide emissions rate for
each state. States would develop their own plans to comply with the rule.


State regulators said the EPA’s proposal requires as much as 80 percent of their emissions reductions
be achieved during that 2020 through 2029 interim period with a final goal to be achieved in 2030.


“That interim goal presents a logical virtual impossibility because of all the different moving parts that
need to be addressed,” Robert Kenny, chairman of the Missouri Public Service Commission, said.


Henry Darwin, director of the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, said the proposed rule
unrealistically assumes the state could wean itself entirely off of coal-fired electricity by 2020.


“For EPA to assume we can be off coal for those summer months is a really a false assumption and
can’t be achieved by 2020,” he said.


Shell Recommends Shareholders Support Reporting on Climate Risk


Posted January 29, 2015, 11:16 A.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


Royal Dutch Shell is recommending its investors vote in favor of a shareholder resolution that asks the
oil and gas company to report annually on how it is managing risks posed by climate change.


“The Board has given consideration to the Resolution and has decided to recommend that shareholders
support the Resolution” at its annual general meeting, JJ Traynor, Shell’s executive vice president for
investor relations, said in a letter released to coincide with the company's earnings call today.


Helen Wildsmith, who led a group of U.K. asset owners and mutual fund managers in filing the
resolution at several extractive and utility companies, including Shell, said it is unusual for company
management to support a resolution from shareholders.


The resolution asks Shell to report on its emissions management, low-carbon energy investments and
how its asset portfolio stacks up against low-carbon scenarios developed by the International Energy
Agency, among other issues.


“Shell has indicated today that we’re going to see some disclosure this year” and more in 2016,
Wildsmith said today on a media call.


DOE Able to Comply With Natural Gas Bill, Administration Official Says


Posted January 29, 2015, 10:46 A.M. ET


By Ari Natter


An Obama administration official said today the Energy Department “will be able to comply” with



mailto:achilders@bna.com

mailto:avittorio@bna.com

http://op.bna.com/env.nsf/r?Open=avio-9t8l6y

mailto:anatter@bna.com





Senate legislation (S. 33) designed to expedite the DOE's consideration of applications to export liquefied
natural gas.


While the DOE doesn't believe the legislation is necessary, a 45-day deadline for a final decision
following an environmental review is workable, Christopher Smith, the DOE's assistant secretary for fossil
energy, said in testimony before the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee.


The bill by Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) is supported by groups representing companies such as Range
Resources Corp. and is opposed by industrial consumers of natural gas such as Dow Chemical Co.


The legislation would require the DOE to issue a final decision on an application to export LNG to
countries that do not have free trade agreements with the U.S. within 45 days from when the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission or the U.S. Maritime Administration publishes an environmental review
document for the project, according to a bill summary.


A similar House version of the bill (H.R. 351) was approved by a vote of 277-133 yesterday and has
yet to garner a formal veto threat from the White House.


Senate Falls One Vote Short of Permanent LWCF Reauthorization


Posted January 29, 2015, 3:10 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


The Senate came one vote short today of permanently reauthorizing the Land and Water Conservation
Fund after three Republican senators changed their votes at the last minute.


The vote on the amendment from Sen. Richard Burr (R-N.C.) was 59-39 with 60 votes needed for
adoption.


Burr told reporters following the vote the amendment's inclusion in the broader Keystone XL pipeline
legislation (S. 1) would have been problematic for the House. He vowed to continue work on a permanent
reauthorization of the fund.


Created in 1964, the LWCF has a budget cap of $900 million but Congress hardly ever meets it and
often allocates less than half of it. Funding comes mainly from fees paid by companies drilling offshore for
oil and gas but also from the sale of surplus federal real estate and taxes on motorboat fuel.


“I don’t think we should wait to reauthorize what I believe is, dollar for dollar, the most effective
government program we have,” Burr said Jan. 27 on the Senate floor.


EPA Working on Rules for Trichloroethylene


Posted January 29, 2015, 2:01 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


The Environmental Protection Agency has begun to work on a new use rule for trichloroethylene and a
separate rule that would restrict or ban uses of the solvent, according to an updated agency website.


The significant new use rule that would allow trichloroethylene to continue to be used in a few
consumer products, such as solvent degreasers, film cleaners and mirror edge sealants, but would declare
any other use in a consumer product to be new, requiring the agency's review, the EPA said in a updated
Action Initiation List posted online.


The agency also has begun to work on using the authority provided under Section 6 of the Toxic
Substances Control Act either to restrict TCE uses or to ban them altogether. An EPA toxicological review
in 2011 found TCE causes cancer and harms the kidney and immune system. A risk assessment released
by the EPA in 2014 said consumer arts and crafts sprays and other materials containing TCE may pose
health risks to hobbyists and others.


Manufacturers and importers of the chemical in 2011 included the Dow Chemical Co., Greenchem
Industries LLC, PPG Industries Inc., Shin Etsu, Solvchem Inc., TRInternational Inc. and Vinmar Overseas
Ltd.


Obama Proposing to End Sequestration; FY2016 Budget to Exceed Caps


Posted January 29, 2015, 1:07 P.M. ET


By Cheryl Bolen
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President Barack Obama is seeking to end the “mindless austerity” of across-the-board spending cuts
and will propose a fiscal year 2016 budget that funds domestic and defense priorities at levels exceeding
sequestration caps, a White House official said.


In remarks today to the House Democratic Caucus, meeting in Philadelphia, the president will
announce that his budget will reverse harmful sequestration cuts and show how to invest in his vision of
middle-class economics, the official said.


Spending above sequestration would be fully paid for with cuts to inefficient spending programs and
closing tax loopholes, the official said.


On Jan. 17, the White House previewed the president's tax proposal to raise $320 billion over 10 years
in revenues by increasing the capital gains tax rate, closing the so-called trust fund loophole in the tax
code and imposing a fee on the nation's largest financial firms. At the same time, the White House outlined
$235 billion in new spending on the middle class.


The president's budget is scheduled to be released in full on Feb. 2.


BOEM Awards Two Leases for Wind Energy Off Massachusetts Coast


Posted January 29, 2015, 1:42 P.M. ET


By Martha Kessler


The federal Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) said it awarded two provisional commercial
wind energy leases for development off the coast of Massachusetts during an auction today, a move that
nearly doubled the amount of acreage leased for wind energy for competitive sale. The bureau added,
however, that no bids were received for two additional parcels also offered for lease in the Atlantic Ocean
south of Martha's Vineyard.


Renewable Energy Systems Americas Inc. agreed to pay $281,285 for a parcel containing 187,300
acres, while Offshore MW LLC bid $166,886 for a parcel containing 166,900 acres. The two companies
were the only bidders. The provisional leases will be subject to a government antitrust review and the
winning bidders will have 12 months to submit a site assessment plan for approval.


Abby Ross Hooper, director of BOEM, told reporters that the government was happy with the amount
of the bids—which were lower than bids offered during three prior auctions involving other offshore regions
—because of the challenges companies will face in developing the parcels, given the depth of the
water.


New Mexico Suspends Power Plan to Assess Impact on Trust Lands


Posted January 29, 2015, 1:00 P.M. ET


By William H. Carlile


New Mexico's land commissioner announced a 60-day suspension of a $2 billion power transmission
project to allow more time to review its potential impact on state trust lands. The announcement from
Land Commissioner Aubrey Dunn came late yesterday.


The SunZia infrastructure project is designed to promote wind and solar power development in the
Southwest U.S., the Interior Department said Jan. 24 when giving the project its green light.


But Jill McLaughlin, the land commissioner's spokeswoman, told Bloomberg BNA today that 89 miles of
the transmission line would cross state trust land. The distance represents about 30 percent of the entire
length that the project would traverse in New Mexico, she said.


Currently, only an agreement of entry is in place between the state and the SunZia Transmission
Project. Representatives of SunZia and the state met yesterday in a session McLaughlin described as
cordial. A SunZia spokesman was unavailable for comment.


New Pennsylvania Governor Reinstates Fracking Ban on State Lands


Posted January 29, 2015, 1:11 P.M. ET


By John Herzfeld


New leases for oil and gas development in state parks and forests will again be banned in Pennsylvania
under an executive order signed today by newly elected Gov. Tom Wolf (D).
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Wolf's action came nine days after his inauguration to replace Gov. Tom Corbett (R), a strong
supporter of drilling rights for natural gas extraction operations whom Wolf defeated in the November
2014 elections. The order by Wolf (No. 2015-3) rescinded a May 2014 order by Corbett lifting a prior ban
(No. 2014-3).


The new prohibition provides that, effective immediately, no park or state forest lands owned or
managed by the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources will be leased for oil and
gas development. The decision is subject to future advice and recommendations to be made by the state
agency, Wolf says.


Environmental groups welcomed the action.


Wisconsin Pursues Environmental Analysis of Frac Sand Industry


Posted January 29, 2015, 3:46 P.M. ET


By Michael Bologna


The Wisconsin Natural Resources Board (NRB) has directed the state to conduct a scientific review of
frac sand mining, hoping to gain a broader understanding of the public health and environmental impacts
explosive growth in the industry holds for Wisconsin.


By a vote of 7-0, the NRB yesterday directed the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources to
complete a “strategic analysis” of industrial frac sand mining and processing activities under parameters
spelled out in the Wisconsin Environmental Policy Act. Such reviews are intended to inform decision
makers and the public about significant environmental issues and their potential impacts on public health,
the environment and the economic well-being of communities.


The DNR released a statement indicating its intention to convene an open process, featuring public
input. The DNR will commence the process in February or March, seeking public comments on the scope of
the analysis. The process will also feature a public comment period and public review of a draft report
before a final document is presented to the NRB.


The DNR will have 365 days to complete its analysis.


The NRB's decision responds to a petition filed last September by Midwest Environmental Advocates
(MEA), a legal advocacy organization based in Madison, Wis. The petition, signed by 1,100 Wisconsin
residents, asserted that the DNR's scientific understanding and regulatory response to the frac sand
industry had not kept pace with the growth seen across the state.


The petition stated the DNR “has neither evaluated the full scope of impacts, nor adapted its
regulations to address the new hazards. As the industry continues to expand, Wisconsin is falling behind
its neighbors in studying and adequately regulating the public health and environmental impacts of frac
sand mining.”


ECHA Gives Advance Notice of Chemicals Likely to Be REACH Checked


Posted January 29, 2015, 1:31 P.M. ET


By Stephen Gardner


The European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) has published a list of chemicals that have been registered
under the European Union's REACH regulation that are likely to be compliance-checked in 2015.


It is the first time that the agency has published such a list, which gives companies advance warning
of likely scrutiny of their registration dossiers submitted under REACH (Regulation No. 1907/2006 on the
registration, evaluation, and authorization of chemicals).


Registration dossier compliance checks carried out by ECHA are intended to ensure that substances
have been correctly identified and that the substance information provided by the registrant is in
conformity with the requirements of REACH.


If shortcomings are found, ECHA can issue binding decisions requiring registrants to modify their
registration dossiers.


The list published Jan. 28 included 38 substances for which compliance checks will “in all probability be
conducted,” ECHA said. REACH requires ECHA to compliance check at least 5 percent of registration
dossiers.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: EPA Says Plan For Multi-Year RFS May Spur "Strategic" Fix For "Blend Wall"
Date: Monday, April 13, 2015 7:24:20 AM


 
 
EPA Says Plan For Multi-Year RFS May Spur 'Strategic' Fix For 'Blend Wall'
 
Posted: April 10, 2015
 
 
EPA's top transportation official says a consent decree committing the agency to issuing a multi-year
renewable fuel standard (RFS) later this year will allow EPA to craft a “strategic” policy that could fix
the long-running problem of the “blend wall” -- the saturation of ethanol in the fuel supply that has
boosted calls to scrap or overhaul the RFS.
 
The agreement announced April 10 commits EPA to legally binding deadlines to issue proposed RFS
targets for 2014 and 2015 by June 1, and final versions of the fuel production targets by Nov. 30. The
agency is also voluntarily committing to issue target volumes for 2016 on the same timeline.
 
Christopher Grundler, director of EPA's Office of Transportation & Air Quality, said on a call with
reporters that the multi-year package will not only get the RFS program “back on track,” it “allows us
to be more strategic.”
 
One major issue that EPA may decide on its approach to is the ethanol saturation point, or “blend
wall,” which is the point where no more ethanol can be blended into the nation's fuel supply. The
RFS' annual fuel production target for renewable fuels is met in large part through the production of
corn ethanol.
 
The blend wall occurs because most gasoline sold in the United States contains 10 percent ethanol
(E10), even though EPA has approved sale of a higher 15 percent blend (E15). While the oil industry
repeatedly refers to the blend wall as an obstacle to RFS implementation, ethanol advocacy groups
say it is an artificial argument that results from the oil sector's reluctance to facilitate infrastructure
to sell higher ethanol blends.
 
On the call, Grundler acknowledged the blend wall was reached in 2014, contributing to the
difficulty of setting fuel volumes for that year. “The gasoline pool arrived at what we call the
saturation point,” he said. “I think the facts are the facts. It is a fact that most gasoline today sold
across the country contains 10 percent ethanol.”
 
Even if EPA is able to use the upcoming 2014-2016 RFS rulemakings to fix the blend wall problem,
the agency's timeline for issuing the regulatory package -- which is the result of a proposed consent
decree with refiners that filed deadline suits to force issuance of the rules -- has failed to quell calls
to repeal or reform the RFS.
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Stacy Linden, general counsel of the American Petroleum Institute (API) that filed the deadline
litigation, said, “We hope this agreement helps get the RFS back on track, but the only long-term
solution is for Congress to repeal the program and let consumers, not the federal government,
choose the best fuel to put in their vehicles.”
 
At least one lawmaker who does not support repeal but does back calls to overhaul the RFS
continued to advocate for reforming the program even while welcoming the settlement agreement
deadlines.
 
“While I am in favor of reforming the RFS, I am pleased that the EPA has committed” to issuing the
RFS targets, known as renewable volume obligations, “out on time. Industry -- biofuels, refiners, or
cellulosic -- deserves certainty in the marketplace. The EPA has an obligation to meet the timelines
set forth under law, but unfortunately that hasn’t happened in the last few years. I hope what’s been
agreed to today gives all sides breathing room to operate until Congress can permanently solve the
problem,” said Rep. Gene Green (D-TX).
 
Senate Environment & Public Works Committee Chairman James Inhofe (R-OK) in contrast said that
the RFS “still remains a consistently mismanaged program in need of full repeal. . . . The need for this
settlement underscores that the free market should be managing our fuel supply, not the EPA.”
 
Some pro-ethanol groups welcomed the settlement agreement. Growth Energy CEO Tom Buis said,
“Our producers have faced ambiguity for too long and today is welcome news that they are
establishing a level of certainty with this announcement. However, far more important than timing is
that that the EPA establishes a final rule that moves our industry forward, and reflects the bipartisan
vision Congress intended for the RFS.”
 
RFS Targets
 
Under the program, EPA sets annual production goals for cellulosic, biomass-based diesel, advanced
biofuel, and total renewable fuels in a bid to boost use of fuels that lead to lower lifecycle
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions than conventional gasoline. The Clean Air Act requires issuance of
the annual targets by Nov. 30 of the preceding year, but the blend wall and other factors have
complicated EPA's work and led to repeated delays issuing the RFS.
 
API and the American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers (AFPM) earlier this year filed suit in the
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia saying the agency had violated the air law mandate for
issuing the standards. They claimed that the groups' members are suffering economic injury as a
result of EPA's failure to timely issue final RFS production targets. The delay hinders refiners' ability
to plan for, and if necessary, adjust their operations to ensure compliance with the fuel blending
goals depending on what final targets EPA might set, they said.
 
The proposed consent decree with API and AFPM -- which will be subject to a 30-day notice and
comment period before EPA can ask the court to sign off on it -- aims to address the RFS volumes for
2014 through 2016.
 







The new deadlines and consent decree do not affect the content of the rules, but will require that by
June 1 EPA re-propose RFS targets for 2014 to replace the proposed goals it previously scrapped,
and propose targets for 2015 and 2016. The re-proposed 2014 targets will “reflect the volumes of
renewable fuel that were actually used in 2014,” EPA says.
 
By Nov. 30, under the terms of the proposed settlement agreement, the agency would have to
finalize the 2014, 2015 and 2016 fuel production goals.
 
EPA will also on the same June and November schedule this year propose and finalize RFS biomass-
based diesel volume requirements for 2017 in order to provide fuel producers with greater
“certainty.”
 
Asked on the call what would happen if EPA misses one of the new announced deadlines, including
those covered by the proposed consent decree, Grundler said “missing a deadline is not an option.”
 
Grundler declined to directly answer questions about whether he would support a push in Congress
to reform the RFS program. He did, however, note that EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy has
previously noted that the one-year cycle for proposing and finalizing RFS volumes rules is tough to
meet. Typically, EPA regulations take up to two years to promulgate, he said. Addressing several
years' volume requirements at once should help, he said.
 
In a press statement on the agreement, EPA reaffirms its commitment to the RFS, including as a
measure to curb GHGs. “Biofuels are an important part of the President's energy strategy, helping to
curb dependence on foreign oil, cut carbon pollution and drive innovation,” EPA says. -- Stuart
Parker (sparker@iwpnews.com)
 
Related News | Energy | Litigation |
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From: Barolo, Mark
To: Libertz, Catherine
Cc: Guerry, Jacqueline B; Linda Gerber
Subject: RE: Region III: UST Training
Date: Monday, July 06, 2015 2:25:00 PM


Thanks Cathy,
 
Sounds like a great training opportunity.  Ben is a great trainer, and as you say, it would be a great
networking opportunity.
 
We are still waiting to hear whether any couch cushion money comes our way.  We have our fingers
crossed, and we’ll keep you posted.
 
Thanks,
Mark
 


From: Libertz, Catherine 
Sent: Monday, July 06, 2015 10:21 AM
To: Barolo, Mark
Cc: Guerry, Jacqueline B
Subject: Region III: UST Training
 
Good morning, Mark!
 


Hope you had a good 4th of July!  And what better way to welcome you back from a long weekend to
send you a ‘why we asked you for money’ email?!
 
During our last conversation, we briefly discussed the UST training that will be provided at the
Region 3 UST Inspectors Workshop in November.  I had committed to send some additional
information, so you had a better sense of the scope and goal of the training should any OUST funds
become available. 
 
The “UST Boot Camp” is a three day training course for approximately 100 Region 3 state inspectors
and 5 regional UST program and enforcement staff.  The goal of the course is to improve inspector
knowledge, awareness and understanding of all facets of UST release detection to promote and
improve overall inspector efficiency and confidence.  Both the States and the Region have new
inspectors and program staff that will benefit greatly from this training.  Additionally, the training will
address some of the new release detection rule changes, therefore, it will be a benefit to veteran
inspectors as well.  The training provides take home training guides and reference material for each
attendee.  Lastly, but importantly, it provides an excellent (and rare these days) in-person
networking/information sharing opportunity for all of our states and Regional attendees. 
 
The 3 day training cost is $15,000, which is less than $150 per person.  Clearly this is an exceptional
value for the quality of the training and the number of State and Federal UST staff that will benefit
from the training.  For more information on the training provider Ben Thomas of UST Training LLC,
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please see the following http://www.usttraining.com/.
 
Let me know if you wind up shaking any of that change loose from the OUST couch cushions…
 
Thanks, and have a great week!
 
Cathy
 
 
Catherine A. Libertz, Deputy Director
Land and Chemicals Division
USEPA Region III
215-814-2737
 
 



http://www.usttraining.com/
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From: BNA Highlights
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Jan. 23 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 10:29:40 PM


Manage your email subscriptions
Email not displaying correctly? View publication in your browser.


     
Daily Environment Report
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Thursday, January 23, 2014 · Number 15 


The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you
by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted
and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have
any questions or no longer wish to receive these messages,
please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-
566-2370.


NEWS


Air Pollution
Advocacy Groups Ask District Court
To Set 2015 Deadline for EPA Ozone Limits
Environmental and health advocacy groups are asking a federal
court to require the Environmental Protection Agency to issue
final air quality standards for ozone by October 2015, which is
more than two years past the agency's Clean Air...


Air Pollution
China Exports Pollution to U.S. Along With
Manufactured Goods, Scientific Study Finds
Pollution from China’s export manufacturers is traveling across
the Pacific Ocean to reach the U.S. West Coast, according to a
paper published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences....


Air Pollution
EPA Proposes Retroactive Approval
Of PM-10 Plan for Metropolitan Phoenix
The Environmental Protection Agency has proposed retroactive
approval of a plan to reduce course particulate matter (PM-10) in
the Maricopa County, Ariz., nonattainment area, which includes
metropolitan Phoenix....


Air Pollution
Hong Kong to Offer Subsidies in March
For Retiring Older Commercial Diesel Vehicles
Hong Kong owners of older commercial diesel vehicles will be able
to apply in March for subsidies for retiring those vehicles as part
of a plan to improve air quality, according to the special
administrative region's secretary for the environment....
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Air Pollution
Moniz Says White House Goal of 1 Million
Electric Vehicles by 2015 Is ‘a Stretch’
Achieving an Obama administration goal of having 1 million
electric vehicles on the road by 2015 "would be a stretch," Energy
Secretary Ernest Moniz told reporters Jan. 22 following remarks
at the Washington Auto Show. ...


Brownfields
Cuomo Budget Seeks to Direct Tax Credits
To Those Sites Most Needing Redevelopment
New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo (D) seeks to revamp the state's
brownfields cleanup program as part of his proposed state budget
for fiscal year 2015....


California
Governor Says Effects of Drought, Climate
Change Key Challenges for State in 2014
Mitigating the effects of California's drought and addressing
climate change are among the key challenges the state faces in
2014, Gov. Jerry Brown (D) said in his State of the State address
Jan. 22 to lawmakers in Sacramento....


Chesapeake Bay
Study Says Stormwater Runoff From Cities,
Suburbs a Growing Threat but Remedies Exist
Stormwater runoff from urban and suburban landscapes
increasingly threatens efforts to restore the Chesapeake Bay and
its tributaries, but strategies to address the problem are
available, the Chesapeake Bay Foundation said in a new report....


Climate Change
European Commission Proposes Binding
EU 40 Percent Greenhouse Gas Cut by 2030
The European Union's 28 member nations and the European
Parliament should agree by the end of 2014 on a binding 40
percent greenhouse gas emissions reduction target to be
achieved by 2030, the European Commission said in a strategy
document...


Climate Change
GHG Permitting Program Consistent
With Clean Air Act, EPA Tells Supreme Court
The Environmental Protection Agency consistently interpreted the
Clean Air Act's prevention of significant deterioration
requirements to apply to all regulated pollutants, including
greenhouse gases, and not just pollutants subject...


Climate Change
Intense Lobbying on Social Cost of Carbon
Continued During Last Quarter of 2013
At least 18 organizations reported lobbying on the social cost of
carbon during the final quarter of 2013, disclosure documents
indicate, showing strong interest in the subject among industry
groups and the business community. ...


Climate Change
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Ninth Circuit Denies Petitions for Full Court
Rehearing in California Low-Carbon Fuel Case
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit has rejected
petitions filed by farming, ethanol and petroleum groups seeking
an en banc rehearing of their challenges to California's low-
carbon fuel standard (Rocky Mountain Farmers...


Drilling
Appeals Court Says Better Analysis Needed
For Lease Sale of Chukchi Sea Oil Prospects
A federal appeals court decision Jan. 22 sent federal regulators
back to the drawing board to estimate the potential
environmental impacts of oil development in the Chukchi Sea off
the northwest coast of Alaska (Native Village of Point Hope...


Drilling
European Commission Opts for Shale Gas
Recommendation Rather Than Regulation
European Union countries should not permit hydraulic fracturing,
or fracking, for shale gas unless operators comply with a set of
criteria designed to prevent environmental harm, the European
Commission said in a recommendation published...


Energy
Benefits From Using Fossil Fuels
Far Exceed Costs, Industry Report Says
Using fossil fuels for energy creates benefits to society between
50 and 500 times greater than the costs associated with their
use, a report from the American Coalition for Clean Coal
Electricity (ACCCE) concluded....


Energy
Countries Could Double Global Share
Of Renewable Energy by 2030, Agency Says
Countries could meet or exceed a United Nations goal to double
the global share of hydropower, wind power and other forms of
renewable energy by 2030 at almost no additional cost, according
to a report from an intergovernmental organization...


Energy
Energy Department ‘Open’ to Ideas
For Restarting Stalled Auto Loan Program
The Energy Department is considering reviving a stalled loan
program for manufacturers of vehicles and automotive
components and is "open to good ideas" about how to do so,
Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz said Jan. 22. ...


Energy
EU Plan Pushes Renewable Energy but Limits
Targets for Transportation Sector, Efficiency
Renewable energy should provide 27 percent of the European
Union’s energy consumption by 2030 to help the bloc reduce
greenhouse gas emissions while aiming to ensure affordable,
secure energy supplies for companies and consumers,...


Energy
India Draws Bids for Triple Solar Capacity
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After Offering Grants to Reduce Investor Risk
India received bids for almost triple the 750 megawatts of solar
capacity offered after enticing developers with grants for the first
time that will cover part of the cost of the plants....


Energy
Industry: Proposed Renewable Fuel Standard
Would Stunt Advanced Biofuel Sector Growth
The Obama administration's proposal to lower the renewable fuel
volume requirement in the renewable fuel standard for 2014
would stunt growth and development of the advanced and
cellulosic biofuels sector, industry representatives...


Energy
Keystone's Southern Segment Begins Oil
Deliveries; Company CEO Predicts No Exports
The southern segment of the Keystone XL oil pipeline began to
deliver crude oil to Texas refineries Jan. 22, with TransCanada
Corp. President and Chief Executive Officer Russ Girling predicting
that none of the oil will be exported....


Energy
Two Canadian Legal Actions Filed to Block
Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline Approval
Canadian environmental groups have filed two lawsuits in the
Federal Court of Canada in Vancouver in an attempt to stop
Enbridge Inc.'s Northern Gateway oil pipeline (Fed'n of BC
Naturalists v. Att'y Gen. of Canada, Fed. Ct. of...


Pesticides
Advocacy Groups Specify EPA Actions
In Alleging Violations of Species Act
The Center for Biological Diversity and the Pesticide Action
Network North America, plaintiffs in a lawsuit challenging the
registration of 50 pesticides, filed an amended complaint
identifying specific actions taken by the Environmental...


Sustainability
Corporate Sustainability Investments Plateau
Amid Regulatory Uncertainty, CDP Says
Regulatory uncertainty has had a "chilling effect" on corporate
investments in greenhouse gas emissions reductions and supply
chain sustainability, according to a report from CDP....


Toxic Substances
Flame Retardant Maker Sues California,
Says Furniture Rule Weakens Fire Protection
A manufacturer of flame retardant chemicals is suing the state of
California, arguing that new furniture flammability rules weaken
fire safety standards (Chemtura Corp. v. Brown, Calif. Super. Ct.,
No. 34-2014-80001731, 1/16/14)....


Toxic Substances
Objectors Seek Review of Dioxin Settlement
A group of class members who objected to an "inadequate" $93
million settlement resolving dioxin contamination claims against
Monsanto Co. asked the U.S. Supreme Court on Jan. 22 to review
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the agreement for due process violations...


Toxic Substances
TSCA Interagency Committee Removes Five
High Production Chemicals From Testing List
The Environmental Protection Agency's Interagency Testing
Committee (ITC) is removing five high production volume
chemicals from its priority testing list, according to a notice to be
published Jan. 23....


Trade
SolarWorld Presses Expanded Solar
Trade Cases Before Commission Staff
The viability of the U.S. solar industry depends on the
International Trade Commission backing duties on unfairly traded
solar imports from China and Taiwan, SolarWorld America
Industries Inc. argued during a preliminary conference held...


Water Pollution
Alliance Urges EPA to Explicitly Authorize
Trading to Meet Water Quality Objectives
A newly formed alliance composed of state and federal officials,
representatives from a broad swath of the regulated community
and groups representing the financial community is urging the
Environmental Protection Agency to explicitly...


Water Pollution
Court Approves Settlement in Textile 
Company Lawsuit Ordering River Monitoring
A federal court in Georgia has approved a settlement in a Clean
Water Act lawsuit against textile company King America Finishing
Inc., ordering the company to pay for the monitoring and
protection of the Ogeechee River ecosystem (Ogeechee-
Canoochee...


Water Pollution
Mayors Say EPA Grudgingly Accepting
Affordability as More Than Median Income
The nation's mayors said the Environmental Protection Agency is
slowly coming around to accept that it cannot continue to rely on
a median household income threshold as the primary metric for
gauging the financial capability of a community...


Water Pollution
New York Sets $136 Million Plan to Cut
Albany-Area Discharges Into Hudson River
Sewage discharges into the Hudson River from combined sewer
overflows will be greatly reduced under a consent order covering
Albany, N.Y., and the surrounding area, the state Department of
Environmental Conservation said....


CALENDAR


LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR


PRESIDENT'S CALENDAR
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NEWS


Air Pollution
China to Cut Government Subsidies
For Buying Alternative Energy Vehicles
China will cut central government subsidies toward purchases of
new energy vehicles over the next two years, but less than
previously expected, according to a notice issued by the State
Council. ...


Air Pollution
Los Angeles Lead-Acid Battery Recycler
Challenges Provision in New Air Quality Rules
Exide Technologies Inc. filed a lawsuit Feb. 7 challenging an
operational standard that the South Coast Air Quality
Management District included in stricter rules for lead-acid
battery recycling facilities adopted in January (Exide
Technologies...


Biotechnology
EPA Says No Tolerance Needed for Dow BT Protein
The Environmental Protection Agency is exempting an insecticidal
bacillus thuringiensis protein used in a line of genetically modified
soybeans developed by Dow AgroSciences LLC from pesticide
residue limit requirements of the Federal...


Biotechnology
EU Commission Required to OK Cultivation
Of GM Corn Over Member State Opposition
Despite the overwhelming opposition of a majority of European
Union member states, approval to cultivate the second genetically
modified crop in the 28 member states will take place in the
coming months due to convoluted EU rules that leave...
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Budget
Canadian Federal Budget Increases Pipeline
Review Agency Funding, Cuts Offshore Tariffs
The Canadian National Energy Board, which reviews and approves
pipeline projects, would receive a C$28 million ($25.4 million)
funding boost under the federal budget presented in Parliament
on Feb. 11....


Climate Change
Affordable, Reliable Energy Remains Goal
For Existing Power Plant Rule, McCabe Says
Crafting a flexible proposal for reducing carbon dioxide emissions
from existing power plants that ensures continued affordable and
reliable energy remains the goal of the Environmental Protection
Agency after significant stakeholder...


Climate Change
California Unveils New Round of Proposed
Policies to Reduce Emissions Beyond 2020
The California Air Resources Board has proposed a new round of
climate and clean air policies designed to continue driving down
greenhouse gas emissions from all major industrial sectors
beyond 2020....


Climate Change
HFCs, Renewable Energy, Air Quality
To Dominate India-U.S. Talks on Climate
Discussions between influential U.S. and India nongovernmental
organizations on opportunities for the two countries to collaborate
on climate change and energy are likely to center on
hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), air quality and renewable...


Congress
Landrieu, Wyden to Hold Final Meetings
Before Taking Over New Chairmanships
In a change of plans, Sens. Mary Landrieu (D-La.) and Ron
Wyden (D-Ore.) have decided to take care of some unfinished
business in their current committees before taking over their new
committee assignments....


Drilling
BP Official Says Policy Pressure Likely
To Reduce Freshwater Use in Shale Gas
The rapid increase in U.S. shale gas production will likely lead to
policy pressure to reduce freshwater withdrawals associated with
it, a BP official said Feb. 11....


Drilling
EPA Issues Final Guidance on Fracking
When Injected Fluid Includes Diesel Fuels
The Environmental Protection Agency released its final guidance
Feb. 11 on hydraulic fracturing when diesel fuels are included in
the fracking fluid for an oil or natural gas well....


Endangered Species
Environmentalists Sue Army Over Fort's
Overdrawing From San Pedro River Aquifer
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Environmental groups have filed a complaint against the U.S.
Army, claiming that its operations at Fort Huachuca in southern
Arizona run counter to its obligations under the Endangered
Species Act and threaten wildlife by overuse of groundwater...


Energy
Carbon Capture Could Increase Wholesale
Price of Energy by 80 Percent, Official Says
Requiring the use of carbon capture and sequestration
technologies at coal-fired power plants could increase the
wholesale price of electricity between 70 percent and 80 percent,
an Energy Department official said. ...


Energy
DOE Approves License for Liquefied
Natural Gas Export Terminal in Louisiana
The Energy Department has approved an export license for a
proposed liquefied natural gas export terminal to be built in
Cameron Parish, La., making the fifth new LNG export terminal to
be approved since 2011....


Energy
New York Green Bank Seeking Proposals
To Aid Clean Energy Financing, Cuomo Says
The New York Green Bank, a state program to spur private-sector
financing for clean energy development, is "open for business"
and seeking proposals from lenders, investors and industry
participants, Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo (D) announced...


Energy
Ralls Presses Constitutional Claim
Before Appeals Court in Wind Farm Case
A U.S. district court's rejection of a constitutional challenge to a
presidential order directing a Chinese-owned firm to divest its
interest in a wind farm project should be reversed, Chinese-
owned Ralls Corp. told the U.S. Court of...


Energy
U.S. Requests WTO Consultations With India
On Domestic Content Policy for Solar Goods
The U.S. is requesting World Trade Organization consultations
with India concerning domestic content requirements for solar
products used in India's National Solar Mission (NSM), attorneys
with the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative...


Energy
Virginia Legislature Poised for Final Approval
Of Legislation to Expand Solar Tax Exemption
Solar power equipment installed on business property could soon
be exempt from local machinery and tools taxes throughout
Virginia....


Enforcement
China Vows Greater Enforcement Push
In Environmental Protection Effort
China's top environmental officials reviewed preliminary
environmental protection results for 2013 and vowed greater
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action in tackling air and water pollution over the course of 2014,
in particular stepping up enforcement efforts...


EPA
Group Seeks Records on Convicted EPA Official
An energy advocacy group has filed a Freedom of Information Act
request for records on convicted Environmental Protection Agency
official John Beale's work at the agency during the Obama
administration. In a Feb. 11 filing, the Institute...


Mining
Canada Proposes Rules to Let Gold Mine
Use More Water Bodies for Waste Disposal
Canada's Department of Fisheries and Oceans has published draft
regulations to permit Detour Lake Gold Corp. to fill four minor
bodies of water as part of expanding tailings and waste rock
disposal areas at its Detour Lake Gold Mine in northern...


Natural Resources
Developers Agree to Downsize Lake Tahoe
Project to Settle Environmental Lawsuit
JMA Ventures LLC and Homewood Village Resorts LLC have
agreed to scale-back a planned expansion of a ski resort in Lake
Tahoe, Calif., to resolve a lawsuit that halted construction of the
project (Sierra Club v. Tahoe Reg'l Planning Agency,...


Pesticides
EPA Identifies Effective Hospital Disinfectants
The Environmental Protection Agency released a list of effective
hospital disinfectants Feb. 10, the result of an effort to test the
efficacy of registered hospital disinfectants and tuberculocide
products. The list, which is available...


Regulatory Policy
House Bill to Create Commission on Rules
Runs Into Snags at Judiciary Hearing
A Missouri Republican’s proposal for a new commission to identify
federal rules for possible repeal ran into snags before a House
Judiciary subcommittee Feb. 11, as Democrats complained of
holding a hearing on a bill still in draft form...


Regulatory Policy
House Oversight Panel Clears ALERT Bill
Requiring Six-Month Notice for Regulations
The House Oversight and Government Reform Committee
approved a bill Feb. 11 to require the executive branch to provide
notice on the Internet at least six months before Environmental
Protection Agency and other rules are proposed or finalized....


Regulatory Policy
House Votes to Roll Back Rules in 2013
Approached Record Pace, Scorecard Shows
House Republicans held a total of 28 floor votes in 2013 to roll
back environmental and public health protections, an
environmental group said today, second only to what it called the
"most anti-environmental" votes ever taken in...
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Risk Assessment
Chemical Committee's IRIS Peer Review Rescheduled
The Environmental Protection Agency will reschedule a Feb. 18-20
peer review meeting of its draft Integrated Risk Information
System (IRIS) assessments of ammonia and trimethylbenzenes,
a designated federal officer (DFO) for the peer...


Science Policy
Bill on Data Access Praised, Criticized
As Way to Block EPA Regulations, Analyses
Requiring the Environmental Protection Agency to identify and
make publicly available all data supporting regulations and
underlying analyses could help prevent unfounded agency
decisions that are shutting down coal-fired power plants...


Solid Waste
EU Says Package of Waste Proposals
Could Include Plastic Recycling Targets
Proposals to overhaul European Union waste management
legislation that are scheduled to be published by the European
Commission in May could include targets for the recycling of
plastic waste, a ban on plastic waste going to landfills and...


Superfund
Cost-Recovery Timing Applies to Contribution
Claim, Federal Court in Kentucky Rules
The triggering events for bringing a cost-recovery action apply to
a superfund contribution claim at the former LWD incinerator site
in Kentucky because the underlying administrative order on
consent was not a cost-recovery settlement...


Superfund
Supreme Court Likely to Reverse 4th Circuit
Ruling in Preemption Case, Panelists Say
The U.S. Supreme Court will likely reverse a federal appeals court
ruling that the superfund law preempts state statutes of repose,
panelists said Feb. 6 at an environmental law conference....


Toxic Substances
Canadian Government Proposes Designating
Fracking Component Ethylbenzene as Toxic
The Canadian government proposed Feb. 8 to designate as toxic
the hydraulic fracturing fluid component ethylbenzene and is
considering measures to limit human exposure to it....


Toxic Substances
EPA Issues New Use Rules; Perfluorinated,
Nanoengineered, Other Chemicals Covered
The Environmental Protection Agency is issuing significant new
use rules (SNURs) covering 35 perfluorinated, nanoengineered
and other chemicals, according to direct final rules scheduled for
Feb. 12 publication....


Water Pollution
North Carolina Agency Requests Delay
In Agreement on Duke Energy Ash Ponds
In the wake of a recent coal ash slurry spill at a Duke Energy
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facility, the North Carolina Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) has asked a state court to delay ruling
on a lawsuit involving ash storage at two of the utility's...


Water Pollution
Summary Judgment Granted for Chevron
USA in N.J. Service Station MTBE Dispute
New Jersey cannot pursue its claims that Chevron USA's use and
handling of methyl tertiary butyl ether or MTBE has contaminated
or threatened to contaminate groundwater at a service center
because it failed to allege Chevron supplied...


Water Pollution
Vermont Senate Follows House With Passage
Of State's Lake Shore Protection Legislation
The Vermont Senate has approved legislation to impose
restrictions on lake shore development. ...


Water Resources
Senate Democrats Introduce Legislation
To Provide Relief From California Drought
Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) introduced a bill Feb. 11 that
would address the California drought by providing $300 million in
emergency funding and helping to maximize water supplies. ...
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: EPA delays prompt $13.7 billion shortfall in biofuels investment
Date: Tuesday, May 05, 2015 7:40:32 AM


http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/05/04/us-usa-biofuels-investment-
idUSKBN0NP0Q220150504?feedType=RSS&feedName=environmentNews
 
EPA delays prompt $13.7 billion shortfall in biofuels investment: report
NEW YORK  |  By Chris Prentice
 
 
(Reuters) - U.S. government delays in rolling out renewable fuels policy have stymied some $13.7
billion in investments and have prevented advanced biofuels companies from meeting mandated
target volumes, according to an industry group analysis.
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) slow rulemaking on the Renewable Fuel Standard
program over the past two years has "chilled" an influx of capital needed to boost commercial
production, according to the Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO).
 
The Washington firm represents biotechnology companies like Abengoa Bioenergy and DuPont.
 
Production of advanced and cellulosic renewable fuels, which use plant waste as a feedstock, has
failed to meet targets set by Congress in 2007, stoking debate over the policy. Corn-based ethanol
represents the vast majority of renewable fuels in use.
 
The EPA has been late in meeting annual deadlines to set volumes of renewable fuels required to be
blended into the transportation fuel pool, which critics say has created uncertainty throughout the
industry. The agency is late in announcing mandates for both 2014 and 2015.
 
The EPA has to approve new ways companies have designed to qualify a fuel under RFS policy.
Delays in that process have helped dry up funding, according to BIO.
 
 
(Reporting by Chris Prentice; Editing by Marguerita Choy)
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From: Gerber, Linda
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn; Barolo, Mark; McDermott, Elizabeth; Ellenberger, Karen
Subject: RE: did you see this BNA article about our regs?
Date: Thursday, July 30, 2015 1:00:51 PM


Seriously?  This is news?
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Linda Gerber
Director, Release Prevention Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
703-603-7163


 
 


From: Hoskinson, Carolyn 
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2015 12:54 PM
To: Barolo, Mark; Gerber, Linda; McDermott, Elizabeth; Ellenberger, Karen
Subject: did you see this BNA article about our regs?
 
Just FYI
 


From: BNA Highlights [mailto:bhighlig@bna.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2015 9:57 PM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Subject: Jul. 21 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA: Affirmative Defense Lawsuits in Wrong Court
A consolidated challenge to a rule requiring Texas to remove
affirmative defense language from a state air pollution plan
should be dismissed because petitioners filed their lawsuits in the
incorrect court, according to the Environmental...
 
Air Pollution
EPA Science Advisers to Discuss Nitrogen Dioxide Review
A panel of independent science advisers will meet Aug. 13 to
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discuss the Environmental Protection Agency's ongoing review of
the primary, health-based national ambient air quality standards
for nitrogen dioxide. The EPA, in a notice...
 
Air Pollution
New Jersey Checking Laboratory Air Emissions
Laboratories in New Jersey that emit toxic substances such as
benzene and methyl chloride are coming under increased scrutiny
to make sure they are complying with air pollution controls after
several were found to be violating standards,...
 
Asbestos
Concert of Action Theory Tossed in Asbestos Case
Formosa Plastics Corp. U.S.A. isn't liable under conspiracy and
"concert of action" theories based on its acquisition of Johns-
Manville's asbestos cement pipe division in the 1980s, the Eastern
District of North Carolina...
 
Climate Regulation
New Mexico Delegation Largely Backs Methane Rules
Federal standards for methane emissions are vital to protecting
the San Juan Basin, the Democratic members of New Mexico's
congressional delegation said in a letter to the White House....
 
Elections
Candidate Kasich Says Climate Change Cause Unclear
Ohio Gov. John Kasich (R), who has stated that he recognizes
possible environmental harm from climate change, is expected to
announce July 21 his candidacy for president of the U.S....
 
Emissions Trading
EU Carbon Rises to Highest Since 2012 as Bloc Tightens
Market
European Union carbon allowances rose to the highest level since
2012 after the bloc proposed tightening the market and Greece's
new bailout reassured investors....
 
Energy
China Tops IMF List for Global Energy Subsidies
China is the biggest contributor to global energy subsidies at $5.3
trillion, equivalent to 6.5 percent of the world's gross domestic
product, the International Monetary Fund estimates....
 
Energy
Funds Dump Crude Oil as Iran Deal Threatens Glut
Speculators cut bullish bets on oil to the lowest level since March
because an agreement over Iran's nuclear program threatens to
prolong a global supply glut....
 
EPA
EPA Security Classification Practices Probed
The Environmental Protection Agency Office of Inspector General
launched an examination into whether the agency properly
classifies information related to national security, according to a
new start memorandum issued July 20. ...
 
Forests
Administration Objects to Wyden, Barrasso Forest Bills
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In the face of reluctance by the Obama administration to support
forest legislation, Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) continues to press
ahead with a bill to increase timber harvests in Oregon on land
managed by the Interior Department....
 
International Climate
British Columbia Releases Climate Action Plan Paper
British Columbia has released a climate action plan discussion
paper it hopes will help the province prepare to reach 2020 and
2050 greenhouse gas reduction targets....
 
International Climate
French Official: Time Is Tight for Climate Negotiators
Time is rapidly running out for international climate negotiators to
achieve a viable agreement that can be sealed at the global
climate change talks in Paris at year's end, France's top diplomat
warned environmental ministers and...
 
International Climate
Marshall Islands Pledges to Cut Carbon 45 Percent
The Marshall Islands, one of the nations most threatened by
rising sea levels, became the first developing country to pledge
absolute cuts in carbon emissions as part of a global fight against
climate change....
 
Renewable Energy
California Allows Bundling of Rooftop Solar Power
If you live in California, there's a chance that a neighbor with
rooftop solar panels will help keep your lights on soon....
 
Renewable Energy
China Sells $300 Million in Dollar Green Bonds
Xinjiang Goldwind Science & Technology Co. sold $300 million in
three-year bonds, marking China's first sale of green bonds
denominated in dollars. Orders for the bonds with a coupon rate
of 2.5 percent were almost five times more...
 
Renewable Energy
Renewables Project Benefits Uncertain at Waste Sites
The Environmental Protection Agency doesn't have mechanisms
in place to measure the outcomes of its $4 million program to
promote renewable energy on contaminated lands, an EPA Office
of Inspector General report found....
 
Storage Tanks
Strong Congressional Interest in Storage Tank Rule
Lawmakers from across the political spectrum showed intense
interest in proposed compliance costs associated with the
Environmental Protection Agency's then-proposed underground
storage tank regulatory revisions, documents...
 
Taxes
Solar Credit Amendment Expected at Finance Markup
An amendment that would expand an investment tax credit (ITC)
for solar energy projects may be offered during a July 21 Senate
Finance Committee markup of tax extenders legislation,
representatives of the solar industry who had been lobbying...
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Vehicle Fuels
Senators Seek Boost to RFS Biodiesel Requirement
The Environmental Protection Agency should increase the amount
of biodiesel required in its pending renewable fuel standards for
2016 and 2017, three dozen senators wrote in a letter July 20 to
administrator Gina McCarthy. ...
 


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines
 
JULY 20 FEDERAL REGISTER
 
JULY 21 FEDERAL REGISTER
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA to Review Methods for Estimating
Emissions From Certain Refinery Activities
The Environmental Protection Agency has agreed to review and
consider revising how it calculates emissions from certain
activities at industrial sources, including refineries and
petrochemical plants (Air Alliance Houston v. McCarthy,...


Air Pollution
McCarthy Will Travel to North Dakota
To Discuss Regulations' Impact on Coal, RFS
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy
will travel to North Dakota Feb. 28 to discuss carbon dioxide
emissions limits for new and existing power plants and the
agency's renewable fuel standard, Sen. Heidi Heitkamp...


Biotechnology
Comment Period on Dow Corn, Soybeans Extended
The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service will accept
comments on a draft regulatory document recommending the
deregulation of herbicide-resistant corn and soybean lines
developed by Dow AgroSciences LLC until March 11, according...


Climate Change
Colorado Becomes First State to Require
Industry Detection, Reduction of Methane
The Colorado Air Quality Control Commission approved rule
revisions Feb. 23 making Colorado the first state to require the oil
and gas industry to detect and reduce emissions of methane, a
potent greenhouse gas (Regulations 3, 6 & 7)....


Climate Change
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Green Climate Fund Pledges 50-50 Split
Between Adaptation, Mitigation Efforts
The Green Climate Fund, set up to disburse the $100 billion a
year pledged by industrialized nations to help vulnerable
countries address the effects of climate change, will award half of
future funding to adaptation needs and the other half...


Climate Change
Manchin Urges West Virginia to Make Best
Of EPA Greenhouse Gas Emissions Authority
One of the Senate's most outspoken opponents of President
Barack Obama's efforts to regulate carbon dioxide emissions from
coal-fired power plants said the Environmental Protection Agency
has the power to do so and urged the state...


Climate Change
Statutory Interpretation Central to Arguments
In U.S. Supreme Court Greenhouse Gas Case
Counsel for industry and state petitioners seeking to overturn
Environmental Protection Agency permitting requirements for
stationary sources that emit greenhouse gases faced heavy
questioning before the U.S. Supreme Court Feb. 24 as...


Climate Change
Supreme Court Considers Compromise
On EPA's Greenhouse Gas Permitting
U.S. Supreme Court justices seemed to give serious consideration
Feb. 24 to arguments for limiting the scope the Environmental
Protection Agency's prevention of significant deterioration
program, eliminating greenhouse gases as...


Climate Change
U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions Fell
3.3 Percent in 2012, EPA Inventory Shows
Total U.S. greenhouse gas emissions dropped by 3.3 percent from
2011 to 2012 due in part to low natural gas prices that drove
down the carbon intensity of fuels for electricity generation, the
Environmental Protection Agency said in a draft...


Congress
Dingell Announces Retirement, Clearing Path
For Eshoo, Pallone Battle for Committee Post
Rep. John Dingell (D-Mich.), who twice chaired the House Energy
and Commerce Committee, announced Feb. 24 that he will retire
at the end of 2014, leaving two less senior Democrats to vie for
the top Democratic post on the energy panel....


Drilling
North Dakota Governor Describes Big Push
To Capture Bakken Shale Gas, Not Flare It
Companies are working at high speed to build pipelines and
processing plants to take advantage of the abundance of natural
gas coming from the Bakken Shale in North Dakota, Gov. Jack
Dalrymple (R) told a conference Feb. 24....


Emissions Trading
EU Countries Give Final Approval
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To Emissions Trading Fix Through 2020
European Union member states finalized a regulation Feb. 24 that
reduces by 900 million the number of carbon permits to be
distributed from 2014-2016 to participants in the bloc's emissions
trading system (ETS), and which reintroduces...


Emissions Trading
Report Says RGGI Auction Proceeds
Will Save Energy Customers $2 Billion
Proceeds from Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative auctions will
result in lifetime energy savings of $2 billion for residential and
commercial customers in the nine-state region, according to a
Feb. 24 report from RGGI....


Energy
Excelerate Files Application With FERC
To Build First Floating LNG Export Facility
Excelerate Energy L.P. filed a formal application with the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission for a construction permit to build
the first floating natural gas export facility in the United States....


Energy
Extension of Tax Credits Called Critical
For Offshore Wind Energy Development
Advocates for the offshore wind energy industry said the
extension of expired tax credits for wind energy projects will be
critical for the continued expansion of the industry....


Energy
Oklahoma Governor Says Obama Decision
Coming Soon on Keystone, Despite Lawsuit
Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin (R) said President Obama told her he
would make a decision "one way or the other" on the Keystone XL
oil pipeline "in a couple of months."...


Energy
Proposal for Commercial Clothes Washers
Would Save $1 Billion in 30 Years, DOE Says
Commercial clothes washers would be required to be as much as
15 percent more efficient under a proposed Energy Department
rule that it estimates would save consumers nearly $1 billion over
30 years. ...


Energy
Senate Efficiency Bill Expected to Repeal
Federal Building Fossil Fuel Phaseout
Senate energy efficiency legislation likely to be reintroduced the
week of Feb. 24 will include a measure that would block a
requirement that federal buildings phase out fossil fuel use,
among other Republican-backed amendments, according...


Energy
State-Owned Sinopec Ltd. Obtains
China's First Airline Biofuel License
Beijing-based China Petroleum & Chemical Corp., also known as
Sinopec Limited, has secured the first license granted in China for
producing airline-grade biofuel by the Civil Aviation
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Administration of China, signaling a possibly...


Energy
U.S. Supreme Court Won't Review Ruling
That Upheld Cost-Sharing for Grid Upgrades
The U.S. Supreme Court declined to review the cost allocation of
a tariff scheme for financing the construction of new high-voltage
lines to aid in connecting renewable energy to the power grid
(Schuette v. FERC, U.S., 13-1443, cert. denied...


Enforcement
Russian Enforcement Agency, Courts Seen
Taking Tough Stance on Industrial Pollution
Government enforcement and court practices are changing to
reflect a greater concern with environmental damage caused by
industrial enterprises in Russia, attorneys say....


Hazmat Transport
PHMSA Withdraws Proposed Rule
On Cargo Tank Truck Loading, Unloading
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration is
withdrawing a proposed rule on cargo tank motor vehicle loading
and unloading operations and is terminating further work on the
rulemaking....


Pesticides
NRDC Requests EPA Review Glyphosate,
Address Effects on Monarch Butterflies
The Natural Resources Defense Council petitioned the
Environmental Protection Agency Feb. 24 to conduct an
immediate review of the widely used herbicide glyphosate and
take action to mitigate any unreasonable adverse effects on the
North...


Toxic Substances
EPA to Post Agenda for Formaldehyde Workshop
The Environmental Protection Agency has released a "save-the-
date" announcement to alert interested parties to a formaldehyde
workshop it has provisionally scheduled April 29-30 in Crystal
City, Va., and by webinar. The EPA's...
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Comment Deadlines


FEBRUARY 24 FEDERAL REGISTER


FEBRUARY 25 FEDERAL REGISTER
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Mexico's Highly Polluting States
Team Up to Boost Air Quality Improvements
Mexico's most polluting states have teamed up to improve air
quality through a series of actions, including investment in new
monitoring stations and efforts to even out their vehicle
verification policies. ...


Air Pollution
Utah Lawmakers Introduce Measures
To Cut Emissions, Improve Air Quality
A bipartisan group of Utah state lawmakers has proposed a
package of bills to reduce pollution and improve air quality in the
state. ...


Climate Change
Perciasepe Says EPA Seeks Integrated
Planning for Cities on Climate Adaptation
The Environmental Protection Agency may attempt to develop an
integrated planning process for communities trying to adapt to
the impacts of climate change, along the lines of a process it
developed for water infrastructure, a top agency official...


Drilling
Republican Lawmakers Urge Advisory Group
To Use Experts for California Oil, Gas Study
Fourteen Republican members of Congress sent a letter to an
advisory organization preparing a review of California oil and
natural gas operations to urge the organization to draw on expert
sources and strong scientific reports rather than...


Drinking Water
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Product Ingredient Database May Help
EPA Select Chemicals for Endocrine Screens
The Environmental Protection Agency is refining a consumer
product ingredient database that would increase the exposure
information available to policy makers deciding which chemicals
need further scrutiny prior to possible regulation...


Energy
Business Leaders Urge Senate, House Tax
Writers to Extend Expired Energy Credits
Congress should extend the renewable energy production tax
credit and a range of other energy tax credits that expired at the
end of 2013, over 60 businesses and other groups wrote in a
letter to leaders of the House and Senate tax writing
committees....


Energy
China Offers Government Procurement Lists
For Energy-Efficient, Environmental Products
China's Ministry of Finance has issued updated catalogs of China-
certified energy- and water-efficient products and China-certified
environmentally friendly products as part of their government
procurement lists, which require...


Energy
EPA Agrees to Reconsider 2013 Cellulosic
Ethanol Mandate as Production Lags
The Environmental Protection Agency said it will reconsider the
2013 cellulosic ethanol blending mandate after production failed
to meet the agency's projections....


Energy
IEA Says Advanced Building Exteriors Could
Slash Energy Use, Related Carbon Emissions
Using advanced materials for building envelopes, or shells, could
slash building-related energy consumption enough to reduce
global annual direct carbon dioxide emissions from buildings by
525 megatons per year, according to a report...


Energy
Keystone’s TransCanada Spent $1.05 Million
Lobbying Congress, Administration in 2013
TransCanada Corp., the Calgary-based company behind the
Keystone XL pipeline, spent $1.05 million to lobby Congress and
the administration in 2013, about 24 percent more than it spent
in 2012, records filed with the U.S. Senate show....


Energy
Moniz Qualifies Remarks on Prospects
For Review of U.S. Crude Oil Export Ban
Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz appeared to backtrack from
remarks in December that implied the Obama administration
should review a 1970s-era ban on the export of crude oil, telling
reporters the economic analyses of the move are "all...


Energy
Nevada Power Line Goes Operational,
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Will Serve 11 Renewable Energy Projects
A high-voltage power line in Nevada that will carry renewable
energy from 11 projects and was built with a federal loan
guarantee began operation Jan. 23....


Energy
Senators Urge EPA to Modify Renewable
Fuel Proposal as Comment Deadline Nears
An Environmental Protection Agency proposal to decrease the
amount of renewable fuel required by the renewable fuel standard
is a "significant step backward," Senate Majority Whip Dick
Durbin (D-Ill.) and 30 other senators wrote...


Enforcement
Federal Court Approves Consent Decree,
Aims to Eliminate Akron's Sewer Overflows
Akron, Ohio, will come into compliance with its Clean Water Act
discharge permit and eliminate its combined sewer overflows
through a series of infrastructure upgrades, and it will pay a
$500,000 fine under a consent agreement approved by...


EPA
Deposition Sheds Light on McCarthy's
Relationship With Convicted Ex-Official
Convicted former Environmental Protection Agency official John
Beale was one of many advisers to Gina McCarthy, now the EPA
administrator, on major air regulations, but she took action to
limit his role after questions arose about his prolonged...


Hazardous Waste
China to Halt Food Crop Production
On Lands Polluted by Heavy Metals
China's government is working on strengthening the process for
disallowing production of food crops on lands contaminated with
heavy metals, Chen Xiwen, deputy head of the Central Rural
Work Leading Group, said at a news conference in...


Hazardous Waste
European Parliament Committee Approves
Stricter EU Waste Shipment Inspection Rules
The European Parliament's environment committee has backed a
European Commission proposal that would see greater
harmonization of waste shipment inspections by European Union
member nations to prevent exporters of illegal waste...


Hazmat Transport
Emanuel, Other Mayors Seek Fee to Support
Rail Safety Upgrades for Crude Oil Transport
Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel (D) on Jan. 23 called for the
establishment of a national hazardous materials transportation
fee to fund safety improvements for the transportation of
hazardous materials, including crude oil, by rail....


Hazmat Transport
NTSB Recommends Improved Routing,
Incident Preparedness for Crude Oil by Rail
The National Transportation Safety Board and the Transportation
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Safety Board of Canada (TSB) jointly recommended Jan. 23 that
U.S. and Canadian regulators take several steps to address safety
risks associated with the transport of crude...


Mining
Major Mining, Auto, Environmental Groups
Lobbying Congress on Critical Minerals Bills
At least 19 mining, environmental, and automobile groups
disclosed lobbying Congress in the last three months of 2013 on
bills addressing the supply of minerals considered essential for
national security and other purposes, Senate filings...


Mining
Washington Senator Urges Obama to Block
Pebble Mine, Protect Salmon Fisheries
President Barack Obama should block a large copper and gold
mine from being permitted and developed near Bristol Bay in
Alaska, Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.) said in a Jan. 23 letter....


Natural Resources
Mehlhoff to Join Office of Natural Resources Revenue
John Mehlhoff, acting state director of the Bureau of Land
Management in Colorado, has accepted a program director
position with the Interior Department's Office of Natural
Resources Revenue. Mehlhoff, who also has been serving as the...


Trade
Commerce Initiates Probe of Alleged
Dumping of Solar Products by China, Taiwan
Imports of certain allegedly dumped and subsidized crystalline
silicon photovoltaic products from China and allegedly dumped
imports from Taiwan will be investigated, the Commerce
Department said Jan. 23 in announcing initiation of the...


Water Resources
World Bank Launches Water Initiative
To Help Nations Meet Rising Energy Demand
Seeking to coordinate investments between the water and energy
sectors, the World Bank has begun a Thirsty Energy Initiative,
saying the nations and economies of the world must address
increasing demands on water supplies as energy needs...


Wetlands
Lobbying on 'Waters of the U.S.' Down
25 Percent From Fourth Quarter of 2012
Nearly 30 agricultural, environmental and energy groups and
businesses disclosed lobbying in the last three months of 2013 on
an upcoming proposed rule to clarify the scope of waters and
wetlands subject to Clean Water Act protections, Senate...


CALENDAR


LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR


PRESIDENT'S CALENDAR
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: EPA opens comment period on E15 information collection request
Date: Thursday, April 02, 2015 7:58:14 AM


EPA opens comment period on E15 information collection request
 
By Erin Voegele | March 31, 2015
.
On March 24, U.S. EPA published a notice in the Federal Register opening a 60-day comment period
on an information collection request it plans to submit to the Office of Management and Budget
regarding E15.
 
In the notice, the EPA provides a brief historical account of its E15 approval process, noting that it
has granted partial waivers for E15 under the Clean Air Act for model year 2001 and newer light-duty
motor vehicles. In addition to approving the E15 waiver, the agency has also issued a final rule
establishing several measures to mitigate misfueling. That rule prohibits the use of gasoline greater
than E10 in vehicles, engines and equipment not covered by the waiver, establishes specific labeling
requirements for E15, and requires that product transfer documents (PTDs) specifying ethanol
content and Reid vapor pressure (RVP) accompany the transfer of gasoline blended with ethanol. In
addition, the rule requires a survey of retail stations to ensure compliance with these requirements.
The rule also modifies the reformulated gasoline program by updating the complex model to allow
fuel manufacturers to certify batches of gasoline containing up to 15 percent ethanol. According to
the EPA, its planned information collection request addresses the recordkeeping and reporting items
associated with that rule.
 
Response to the information collection request will be mandatory. The EPA indicated it expects to
collect information from 2,103 respondents.
 
The Federal Register notice also specifies the EPA is soliciting public comments on specific aspects of
the proposed information collection. The information collection request will become active once it is
approved by the OMB and displays a currently valid OMB control number.
 
Comments on the information collection request are due May 26. Comments can be submitted
online at Regulations.gov under Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2015-0202, or by email or mail.
Additional information on how to submit comments is available on the Federal Register website.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Garbage-to-gas progress may open green frontier in Iowa
Date: Tuesday, June 03, 2014 8:32:37 AM


News Headline: Garbage-to-gas progress may open green frontier in Iowa | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Des Moines Register - Online
News Text: Garbage is dumped at a landfill north of Marion last month. Fiberight has plans for a $9


million ੈ€œtrashanolੈ€  pre-processing plant in Marion.(Photo: Gabriella Dunn/IowaWatch photos)


 
The thought of turning your dinner-table leftovers, old cardboard boxes and even dirty diapers into
fuel for your car might sound ambitious, or even absurd.
 
But scientists, bioengineers and profit-minded business leaders say they can do it, and it's becoming
a part of Iowa's advanced biofuels landscape, according to an IowaWatch study involving dozens of
interviews with industry leaders, engineers, environmental experts, biofuels economists and
government officials.
 
Iowa's budding advanced biofuels industry stretches from Emmetsburg in the west to Marion in the
east.
 
Although business and political challenges remain, engineers have concocted an expensive cocktail
of enzymes too small to see with the naked eye, but capable of devouring landfill trash and turning it
into a new fuel that can power the family car.
 
EXPERT: RFS fears push investors from biofuels
 
Often called "trashanol" in the industry, this garbage-to-gas process contributes to energy
independence. Many scientists say it's greener than corn ethanol. And, trashanol deals with one


environmental problem that no other biofuel can claim ੈ€” landfills and the earth-warming methane


gas they produce.
 
"It's an exciting opportunity," said Dave Elias, Iowa City's landfill superintendent. "It's a fascinating
concept to think that we could do the landfilling process a lot differently."
 
While scientists are optimistic about trashanol's environmental benefits, and business leaders are
working to make it economically feasible, they acknowledge many challenges lie ahead. For one, it
never has been produced on a commercial scale in the United States. For another, political obstacles
are difficult to predict.
 
No one knows for certain what the Environmental Protection Agency will do with the Renewable
Fuel Standard, a program that mandates a certain amount of renewable fuel be blended into
gasoline. The RFS is a critical factor in making advanced biofuels economically viable. The EPA is to
decide this month whether or not to reduce sustainable fuel requirements.



mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=22D4FACCC849406CB979BC1DF70A220D-JUJOHNSO

mailto:OLEMOUSTEveryone@epa.gov





 
Trashanol is one form of biofuel classified as cellulosic ethanol. Cellulosic ethanol is derived from
plant fiber, such as in corn stover, switchgrass, wood residue, and hybrid willow and poplar trees.
 
The emergence of cellulosic ethanol is causing excitement among serious energy experts, scientists
and government officials not only in Iowa but nationwide.
 
"There's a huge opportunity to continue to expand. I think, ultimately, cellulosic ethanol could fill
much of the gap between what is now made from corn and what is now produced from gasoline,"
said Charles Wyman, professor of chemical and environmental engineering at the University of
California at Riverside.
 
Numerous companies have converted landfill waste into ethanol on small-scale projects, but none
are large enough to take on the waste from a populous urban area. This leaves industry
professionals concerned about profitability.
 
While Iowa is the largest producer of corn ethanol in the nation, alternative biofuels are also taking
root in Iowa. Poet-DSM in Emmetsburg anticipates commercial scale production to begin this month.
DuPont Biofuel Solutions expects to reach that point later this year. When finished, the DuPont
facility is expected to be the largest cellulosic ethanol plant in the world.
 
"It's almost a limitless opportunity for producing fuel," said Matt Merritt, director of public relations
at Poet-DSM. "The potential there is enormous."
 
In eastern Iowa, even newer technology is underway. A company called Fiberight could soon start
feeding off landfill waste to make trashanol on an industrial scale for the first time ever. Craig Stuart-
Paul, chief executive officer of Fiberight, has plans for a $9 million pre-processing plant in Marion.
 
"We feel that once this starts, we'll have a stream of individuals coming by looking at this facility to
see what they can do with their waste," Marion Mayor Allen Bouska said.
 
Moreover, Fiberight is converting an old corn ethanol plant into a $42 million project just outside
Blairstown to turn landfill gunk into fuel.
 
And, soon, Iowa City may join the exploration of this fuel frontier. City officials have been negotiating
with Fiberight over a deal for a pre-processing plant that would sort out suitable waste from Iowa
City's municipal landfill and truck it to Blairstown. The City Council expects a final decision next year.
 
Iowa City's landfill handles 400,000 tons of trash every day and, at the current rate, will reach
capacity in 20 to 25 years, landfill operators said. More than 70 percent of the waste is recyclable.
 
"If we don't pursue something with Fiberight we still have to grapple with the fact that we're sending
a lot of organic material to our landfill that potentially could be put to better use," Iowa City Mayor
Matt Hayek said.
 







'Trashanol' requires cheaper enzymes
 
Researchers are confident in the viability of making cellulosic ethanol but have concerns about its
economics.
 
"The problem is that the industry just hasn't proven itself yet," said Jerald Schnoor, University of
Iowa civil and environmental engineering professor. "They're not able to make commercial-scale
ethanol and be profitable."
 
Profitability concerns stem from the high costs of enzymes that convert cellulosic material into
ethanol. "They're just expensive to make, and the companies that make them have to make a profit,"
said Laura Jarboe, assistant professor in chemical and biological engineering at Iowa State University.
 
Jan Koninckx, global business director of biorefineries at DuPont, said as the industry advances, the
cost of enzymes will go down and their function will improve.
 
Jason Blake, global director of biomass business development at Novozymes, the maker of the
enzyme used in Fiberight's process, said the first generation of cellulosic ethanol enzymes cost $4 to
$5 per gallon for every gallon of ethanol that was produced.
 


"The cocktails were not ready for commercial prime time," he said. On average, Cellic CTec3 ੈ€” the


critical enzyme in the process ੈ€” now accounts for only 50 cents of the total cost of producing a


gallon of ethanol.
 
"That was the magic number that made them say, 'OK, this makes sense to build,' " Blake said.
 
True environmental impact questioned
 
Biofuel experts who have studied cellulosic ethanol say it offers a much smaller carbon footprint
than fossil fuels and even corn ethanol. "That is one of the reasons that we say that cellulosic
biofuels are more sustainable than biofuels produced from food crops," said George Philippidis,
professor of sustainable energy of the University of South Florida.
 
But skeptics are raising their eyebrows at this seemingly cure-all process. An InsideClimate News
article asserts that biomass plants release up to 50 percent more carbon dioxide than coal plants
and have gotten away with the emissions through regulatory loopholes.
 
The Biomass Power Association called the report "an 81-page editorial that misconstrues state and
federal regulations."
 
Despite challenges, Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill Northey said the cellulosic ethanol industry
could still find success.
 
"It's likely more expensive than corn ethanol, but it has a very good greenhouse gas number,"







Northey said. "That is an advantage that cellulosic ethanol has over corn-based ethanol that may
allow it to find a market even if we don't go to higher blending levels than 10 percent."
 


ੈ€” This story was produced by Iowa Center for Public Affairs Journalism-IowaWatch.org, a nonprofit,


online news website that collaborates with Iowa news organizations to produce explanatory and
investigative reporting.
 
Read or Share this story:
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/money/business/2014/06/01/iowa-garbage-gas-progress-
may-open-green-frontier-marion-biofuels-trash-fiberight-fuel-renewable-energy/9804087/
 








From: Libertz, Catherine
To: Barolo, Mark
Cc: Guerry, Jacqueline B
Subject: Region III: UST Training
Date: Monday, July 06, 2015 10:21:14 AM


Good morning, Mark!
 


Hope you had a good 4th of July!  And what better way to welcome you back from a long weekend to
send you a ‘why we asked you for money’ email?!
 
During our last conversation, we briefly discussed the UST training that will be provided at the
Region 3 UST Inspectors Workshop in November.  I had committed to send some additional
information, so you had a better sense of the scope and goal of the training should any OUST funds
become available. 
 
The “UST Boot Camp” is a three day training course for approximately 100 Region 3 state inspectors
and 5 regional UST program and enforcement staff.  The goal of the course is to improve inspector
knowledge, awareness and understanding of all facets of UST release detection to promote and
improve overall inspector efficiency and confidence.  Both the States and the Region have new
inspectors and program staff that will benefit greatly from this training.  Additionally, the training will
address some of the new release detection rule changes, therefore, it will be a benefit to veteran
inspectors as well.  The training provides take home training guides and reference material for each
attendee.  Lastly, but importantly, it provides an excellent (and rare these days) in-person
networking/information sharing opportunity for all of our states and Regional attendees. 
 
The 3 day training cost is $15,000, which is less than $150 per person.  Clearly this is an exceptional
value for the quality of the training and the number of State and Federal UST staff that will benefit
from the training.  For more information on the training provider Ben Thomas of UST Training LLC,
please see the following http://www.usttraining.com/.
 
Let me know if you wind up shaking any of that change loose from the OUST couch cushions…
 
Thanks, and have a great week!
 
Cathy
 
 
Catherine A. Libertz, Deputy Director
Land and Chemicals Division
USEPA Region III
215-814-2737
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Beijing Air Quality Hits Unhealthy Levels;
147 Factories Suspend or Reduce Production
Pollution in Beijing was stuck at unhealthy levels for the sixth
straight day, prompting warnings for people to stay indoors as
thick gray smog shrouded the capital a week before the annual
meeting of China's legislature....


Air Pollution
EDF President Praises New Regulations
In Colorado to Reduce VOCs, Methane
Colorado's new air rules are an example of the advances that are
possible when industry, environmentalists and concerned citizens
work together, the president of the Environmental Defense Fund
said Feb. 25....


Biotechnology
Environmental Groups Request Ban
On GM Crops, Neonicotinoid Use on Refuges
A coalition of environmental groups requested that the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service move to prohibit the planting of genetically
modified crops and the use of neonicotinoid insecticides in
National Wildlife Refuges....


Climate Change
Attorneys Say Justices Seemed Skeptical
Of EPA Assertion on Emissions Thresholds
Attorneys speaking at a forum examining oral arguments before
the U.S. Supreme Court on Environmental Protection Agency
greenhouse gas rulemakings said justices appeared concerned
with the EPA's assertion that it could ignore statutory...
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Climate Change
Commission Orders New York Utilities
To Integrate Climate Impacts Into Planning
New York's utilities will be required to integrate the potential
impacts of climate change into their system planning and
construction forecasts and budgets, under a recent order by the
New York State Public Service Commission (PSC)....


Climate Change
EPA Defends Power Plant Carbon Capture Projects
The Environmental Protection Agency will publish a notice of data
availability in the Federal Register Feb. 26 explaining why its
proposed carbon dioxide standard for power plants does not
violate the Energy Policy Act of 2005. The proposed...


Climate Change
European Parliament Approves Regulation
To Tighten Vehicle Carbon Dioxide Limits
The European Parliament on Feb. 25 confirmed a deal with
European Union member states on a regulation that will limit the
carbon dioxide emissions from new passenger cars sold in the
bloc to 95 grams per kilometer (152 grams per mile) on
average...


Climate Change
McCarthy Asked to Speed Up Phaseout
Of HCFC-22 ‘Super Pollutant’ Before 2020
A group of congressional members led by Rep. Scott Peters (D-
Calif.) and Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) is calling on the head of
the Environmental Protection Agency to speed up the U.S.
phaseout of hydrochlorofluorocarbon-22, a refrigerant...


Climate Change
McCarthy Urges Critics to Keep Open Mind,
Says EPA Seeks Balance in Power Plant Rule
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy
said she hopes critics of the agency's forthcoming carbon dioxide
emissions limits for existing power plants will "give it a chance"
and not prejudge the regulation...


Climate Change
Obama's $1 Billion Climate Fund Plan
A Bargain, White House Official Says
President Barack Obama’s call for a $1 billion climate fund to help
communities prepare for increasingly severe storms and drought
"is a bargain" given the economic damages caused by such
weather events, a White House official...


Climate Change
Obama Efforts, State Actions Demonstrate
U.S. Resolve on Climate, EPA Air Official Says
President Barack Obama's efforts to regulate carbon dioxide
emissions from new and existing power plants, along with state
and local climate policies, demonstrate in the face of continued
congressional inaction that the U.S. is committed...


Emissions Trading
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Report Finds RGGI Allowance Prices, Volume
On Secondary Market Jumped in 2013
The price and trading volume of Regional Greenhouse Gas
Initiative (RGGI) allowances on the secondary market increased
dramatically in 2013, sparked by recently approved changes in
the cap-and-trade program, according to a Feb. 25 report....


Energy
Budget Proposal Would Make Tax Credit
For Renewables Permanent, Refundable
The Obama administration plans to propose making the
renewable energy production tax credit permanent and
refundable, White House counselor John Podesta said Feb. 25 at
an Energy Department summit. ...


Energy
Canadian Energy Board Says TransCanada
Noncompliant on Range of Safety Practices
A National Energy Board (NEB) of Canada audit of Keystone XL
pipeline proponent TransCanada Corp.’s safety practices said that
the company has addressed its most serious issues but continues
to break the rules on others....


Energy
China's Solar Market to Drive Growth
As Industry Emerges From Global Slump
Solar developers around the world will install record capacity in
2014 as a thriving Chinese market drives growth, a Bloomberg
survey indicates, as manufacturers in the $102 billion industry
begin to return a profit....


Energy
EIA Launches One-Stop Coal Data Browser
The Energy Information Administration (EIA) announced Feb. 25
the launch of an interactive, online tool that combines
government information, statistics and visualizations on the
domestic coal sector. The Coal Data Browser tool, which...


Energy
Industry Groups Lack Standing to Challenge
E15 Labeling Rule, EPA Tells D.C. Circuit
Industry groups don't have standing to challenge an
Environmental Protection Agency rule that requires gasoline
retailers to label pumps that sell higher-percentage ethanol
blends, the agency told a federal appeals court in a brief...


Energy
Podesta Says Rules for Existing Power Plants
May Include Role for Renewables, Efficiency
First time limits on carbon dioxide emissions for existing fossil-
fuel fired power plants are likely to include mechanisms to
increase the use of energy efficiency and renewable energy,
White House counselor John Podesta said Feb. 25....


Energy
Rep. Grijalva Asks GAO to Investigate
State Department's Keystone XL Review
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Rep. Raul Grijalva (D-Ariz.) has asked the Government
Accountability Office to investigate whether the State Department
conducted "a thorough and impartial assessment" when it gave a
largely favorable environmental review to...


Enforcement
First Priority at Justice Department
To Be ‘Learning, Listening,' Cruden Says
President Barack Obama's nominee for assistant attorney general
for environmental enforcement told a Senate committee Feb. 25
that his first priority at the Justice Department would be "learning
and listening," speaking...


Hazmat Transport
DOT Mandates Testing of Crude Oil,
Prohibits Use of Lower-Risk Designation
The Transportation Department has issued an emergency order
mandating the proper testing of crude oil and other petroleum
products before the products are transported by rail to ensure
that the oil is properly classified....


Pesticides
EPA Cancels 261 Pesticide Registrations
The Environmental Protection Agency canceled the registration of
261 pesticide products after receiving voluntary cancellation
requests from the product registrants, the agency announced in a
notice scheduled for publication Feb. 26....


Regulatory Policy
White House Threatens Veto of Legislation
From Republicans to Roll Back Regulations
The White House threatened Feb. 25 to veto a bill by House
Republicans that would roll back certain regulations and require
federal agencies to weigh even the indirect costs of regulations....


Security
DHS Reports Boost in Security Plan Approvals
As Congress Weighs CFATS Reauthorization
Homeland Security officials can bolster their case for a multiyear
extension of their chemical facility security program with the
latest data from the department showing a rapid increase in the
approval of site security plans....


Sustainability
Guidelines Released to Help Financial Sector
Report to SEC on Sustainability Measures
A nonprofit standards-setting organization released voluntary
guidelines Feb. 25 to help commercial banks, insurance
companies and others in the financial sector report on relevant
sustainability issues in annual filings with the Securities...


Toxic Substances
BPA Studies Explore Fetal Exposures, Gene Changes
Exposure to bisphenol A in the womb altered the genetic signals
of rhesus monkeys in ways that could affect heart function,
according to a study released Feb. 25. The study, Maternal
Bisphenol A Exposure Impacts the Fetal Heart Transcriptome,...
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Trade
Affordable Solar Energy Coalition Urges
Obama to Order Solar Trade Negotiations
SolarWorld America Industries Inc.'s unfair trade petitions
targeting crystalline silicon photovoltaic solar products from China
and Taiwan will raise the cost of solar energy in the U.S., the
Coalition for Affordable Solar Energy...


Water Resources
Comment Period for California Delta Project
Extended to Provide More Review Time
California and federal officials have extended for another 60 days
the public review period for documents detailing the state's
proposal to build twin 35-mile tunnels beneath the Sacramento-
San Joaquin River Delta to move water from...


BNA INSIGHTS


EPA's Proposed 2014 Renewable Fuels Standard—Enough
to Resolve the Controversy?
On Nov. 29, 2013, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) proposed reductions in the overall level of the renewable
fuel standard (RFS) that it administers under the Clean Air Act
(CAA). If adopted, this would be EPA's first overall...
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA to Propose Rule by October to Curb
Ozone Pollution Crossing State Lines
The Environmental Protection Agency intends by October to
propose new regulations to curb ozone pollution that crosses
state lines in the East, according to a schedule posted Jan. 24 on
the agency's website....


Air Pollution
Illinois Pollution Control Board Rejects
Governor's Emergency Rules on ‘Petcoke'
The Illinois Pollution Control Board has rejected proposed
emergency administrative rules from Gov. Pat Quinn (D) to
address air quality problems linked to petroleum coke, saying the
state failed to demonstrate the material poses an immediate...


Air Pollution
White House Begins Interagency Review
Of Tier 3 Vehicle and Gasoline Final Rule
The White House Office of Management and Budget has begun
reviewing an Environmental Protection Agency final rule to set
cleaner Tier 3 vehicle emissions and gasoline standards. ...


Budget
OMB Says FY 2015 Budget Submission
To Congress Will Take Place March 4
The White House said it will send its fiscal year 2015 budget
proposal to Capitol Hill on March 4, about a month later than the
statutory deadline for the spending and revenue blueprint....


Climate Change
Development Leaders Urge Governments,
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Businesses to Push Low-Carbon Investment
Global development leaders have called on governments and the
private sector to commit to putting a price on carbon and
encouraging more low-carbon investment in advance of a United
Nations summit on climate change in September....


Climate Change
Obama Tells U.S. Mayors He Won't Wait
For Congress to Act on Climate Change
President Barack Obama said his administration "is not going to
wait" for Congress to act on climate change, hinting to a
gathering of mayors at the White House that he will continue to
use his executive authority on the issue in the face...


Climate Change
Social Cost of Carbon Comment Period Extended
The White House Office of Management and Budget will extend
the comment period on the revised social cost of carbon figure
until Feb. 26, according to a notice scheduled to be published Jan.
27. The comment period originally closed Jan. 27. The...


Drilling
California Court Says New State Law
Renders Suit on Hydraulic Fracturing Moot
A lawsuit filed by advocacy groups alleging that oil and gas
regulators allowed for well stimulation activities without first
considering the environmental risks as required under the
California Environmental Quality Act has been dismissed...


Energy
Ethanol Group Says Higher Blends Could Boost Use
The United States could increase its ethanol consumption by 4
percent in 2014 with expanded use of higher-level blends of
ethanol in gasoline, the Renewable Fuels Association said in a
study. Expanding access to higher-level blends could...


Energy
Federal Appeals Court Upholds FAA Finding
Of No Hazard for Cape Cod Wind Project
A federal appeals court has denied a request by opponents of the
Cape Wind offshore wind farm to require a further review of the
Federal Aviation Administration's finding of no hazard for the
proposed project in Nantucket Sound off Cape...


Energy
House Energy Committee to Mark Up
Commercial Building Efficiency Legislation
Legislation that aims to increase the energy efficiency of
commercial buildings leased to tenants is scheduled to be marked
up Jan. 28 by the House Energy and Commerce Committee....


Energy
Oral Arguments on FERC Order Set for March 20
Oral arguments have been scheduled for March 20 on a challenge
to a Federal Energy Regulatory Commission transmission planning
rule that has been opposed by a broad cross-section of the
electricity industry (South Carolina Pub. Serv. v. FERC,...
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Energy
Senate Republicans Urge President
To Set Deadline for Keystone Decision
Senate Republicans sent a letter Jan. 24 to President Barack
Obama urging him to make a decision on the Keystone XL oil
pipeline....


Energy
Seven House Democrats Seek White House
Meeting on 2014 Renewable Fuel Volumes
Seven Midwestern congressional Democrats are seeking a
meeting with the White House to discuss the Environmental
Protection Agency's proposed requirements under the renewable
fuel standard for 2014....


Hazmat Transport
House Panel Planning Rail Safety Hearing
Following Crude Oil Train Derailments
The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee plans to
hold a hearing on rail safety following a series of derailments
involving trains carrying crude oil, according to a committee
spokesman....


Mining
CBO: Stream Protection Bill Wouldn't Affect Budget
A House bill that would implement a 2008 stream buffer zone rule
in states within two years would have "no significant impact on
the federal budget," according to a Jan. 23 Congressional Budget
Office report. The bill, Preventing Government...


Radioactive Waste
Waste Confidence Rule Expected by Early October
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission announced Jan. 23 that it
intends to publish the final "waste confidence rule" and
accompanying generic environmental impact statement no later
than Oct. 3. The rule and GEIS relate to the agency's...


Risk Assessment
Report on Chemical Testing Strategy
Seeks to Cut Animal Use but Identify Harms
Scientists and risk assessors do not agree on a definition of
"toxicity pathway," yet they can specify attributes and criteria
that illustrate ways toxicity pathways can be used to reduce
animal testing while identifying ways chemicals...


Superfund
Second Circuit Affirms Superfund Allocation Holding
The use of combined data from monitoring wells on two
properties in Niagara Falls, N.Y., to allocate superfund
contribution costs stemming from contamination at both sites is
not an abuse of discretion, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Second...


Toxic Substances
Japan Proposes List of 200 Chemicals
To Be Exempt From Reporting Requirements



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5P9K5G9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:122

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5P9K5G9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:122

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5P5E5A7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:123

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5P5E5A7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:123

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5P5V9X2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:124

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5P5V9X2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:124

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5P3M7Z1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:125

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5Q0C7Q8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:126

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5P4D0M1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:127

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5P4D0M1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:127

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5P3U1U7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:128

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5M4C9P1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:129

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5M4C9P1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:129





Japan's government has proposed a list of more than 200
chemicals to be exempted from reporting requirements because
they are deemed to have no or low carcinogenic properties and
cause no serious harm to fauna or flora....


Toxic Substances
Safer Chemical Ingredients List Expanded;
Product Manufacturers Offered Tips
The Environmental Protection Agency has added 50 chemicals to
its Safer Chemical Ingredients List, bringing the total number of
chemicals on the list to nearly 650. ...


Toxic Substances
Substances Added to REACH Lists
For Restriction, Possible Phaseout in EU
Sweden intends to submit a dossier proposing that the chemical
1,2-benzenedicarboxylic acid, dihexyl ester, branched and linear
be listed as a "substance of very high concern" (SVHC) under the
European Union's REACH law, according...


Trade
No Liquidation Suspension, Cash Deposits
Due to ITC Vote Breakdown, Court Says
Shipments of utility-scale wind towers from China that were
entered into the U.S. during antidumping (AD) and countervailing
duty (CVD) investigations will be liquidated without those duties,
and their cash deposits will be refunded, the...


Trade
U.S., Others Launch Global Talks on Free
Trade in Enviro Goods; China on Board
The U.S. was joined by the European Union, China and 11 other
members of the World Trade Organization in launching new global
negotiations on free trade in environmental goods....


Transportation
Federal Railroad Administration Issues
Final Rule to Improve Rail Flaw Detection
The Federal Railroad Administration published a final rule Jan. 24
to improve the process of detecting flaws in the nation's rail
infrastructure (79 Fed. Reg. 4,234)....


Water Pollution
D.C. Proposes Revised Sewer Plan
With $100 Million for Green Infrastructure
The District of Columbia's water and sewer agency announced a
proposal to manage overflows from the city's combined sewer
system that calls for investing $100 million in green infrastructure
instead of relying completely on a $2.6...


Water Resources
Shuster Expresses Confidence in Outcome
Of Slow-Moving Water Infrastructure Bill
Rep. Bill Shuster (R-Pa.) expressed confidence Jan. 24 that the
effort to shape water infrastructure legislation, now in House-
Senate conference, will produce a good bill....
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: EPA sends biofuels volumes targets to White House for review: sources
Date: Wednesday, May 06, 2015 7:41:19 AM


http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/05/05/us-usa-energy-biofuels-idUSKBN0NQ23N20150505?
feedType=RSS&feedName=environmentNews
 
EPA sends biofuels volumes targets to White House for review: sources
 
(Reuters) - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has sent blending targets for the
country's renewable fuels program to the White House for review ahead of a fast-approaching June
1 deadline for publicly releasing its proposal, according to industry sources.
 
The EPA has sent proposed volume requirements for 2014, 2015 and 2016 to the White House
Office of Management and Budget, the sources said. The OMB had not yet indicated on its website
that it had received the RFS documents. An EPA spokeswoman declined to comment.
 
The EPA agreed to a June 1 deadline to issue targets for 2015 as part of a lawsuit settlement
agreement with two oil industry groups over delays in the agency's target-setting.
 
The agency also said it would propose 2016 volumes by June 1 and that it planned to re-propose
2014 requirements
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Gas Prices Will Climb, and You Can Blame Corn
Date: Friday, July 11, 2014 7:05:38 AM


News Headline: Gas Prices Will Climb, and You Can Blame Corn | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Heritage Foundation
News Text: JOHNSTON, Iowa — Most of what Tim Maher knew about the renewable fuel standard
came from TV commercials.
 
“They all talk about how it's good for the environment and good for the country because we won't
have to import so much oil from the Middle East,” Maher said as he was filling up his car with super-
unleaded at a Casey's General Store in Johnston.
 
“But they sure never said anything about it making the price of gas go up,” Maher added.
 
That's what will happen if no changes are made to the RFS, according to a new report from the
Congressional Budget Office.
 
>>> This Standard Is One Reason the Price of Gas Will Increase
 
The RFS mandates the amount of plant-based ethanol that gasoline refiners must purchase to mix
into the nation's gas supply. Because the mandated amount automatically increases each year, the
CBO projects the RFS will begin to drive up prices, because refiners will have to buy more ethanol
than they can sell.
 
The report predicts prices for blends that are 10 percent ethanol, like Casey's super-unleaded, will
go up by 13 to 26 cents per gallon by 2017 because of the RFS.
 
Petroleum-based diesel is predicted to jump by 30 to 51 cents per gallon.
 
Only drivers of flex-fuel vehicles who fill up with the blend containing the highest amount of ethanol
will see prices drop. The CBO predicts the price of E-85 will decrease by 91 cents per gallon by 2017.
 
Last fall the Environmental Protection Agency, which administers the RFS, proposed cutting the
mandate. The RFS mandate and its increases were set by Congress in 2007. Since then, the amount
of gasoline used in the United States has declined.
 
The proposed cut is designed to bring the mandate more in line with current gas usage. If the EPA
makes the cut, the CBO predicts the RFA “would probably not have a significant effect on the prices
of transportation fuels.”
 
The commercials Maher remembers were a response to the EPA proposal. Sponsored by pro-
ethanol groups, they were designed to convince viewers to support the RFS and oppose any change
to it.
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Iowa politicians needed no such convincing.
 
The state is the country's leading producer of both ethanol and the corn used to make it. Politicians
of both parties were united in their opposition to the EPA's proposed change.
 
They still are.
 
Iowa Watchdog contacted Gov. Terry Branstad 's office to get the governor's comment on the CBO
report. In response, the governor's spokesman issued the same boilerplate statement that's been
used since last fall.
 
“Governor Branstad is hopeful the Environmental Protection Agency will reconsider their proposed
rule that would weaken the Renewable Fuel Standard. The ill-advised proposed rule would cost
hard-working Iowans their jobs, hurt the Iowa economy, decrease consumer choice at the pump and
increase our nation's dependence on foreign oil.”
 
The CBO report may not have impressed the governor, but after Iowa Watchdog described its
findings to Maher, the gas pumper said it made him look at the RFS differently.
 
“I get why it's a good deal to have a law that makes people buy what you're selling, but I don't see it
really helping anybody who isn't selling that stuff,” Maher said.
 
Another Casey's customer, who only gave his name as Leon, agreed.
 
“It's typical,” Leon said. “Politicians do something they say is going to help, but it only ends up
making things cost more.”
 
Read More on Watchdog.org.
 
 
Return to Top








View Recent Articles By:
Agencies
States
Courts
International
   Organizations
Federal Statutes
Cases Reported


Key Features:
Special Reports
Regulatory Agenda
Congressional Calendar
Comment Deadlines
PDF Archives


From: BNA Highlights
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Jan. 30 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report
Date: Thursday, January 29, 2015 10:46:08 PM


Manage your email subscriptions
Email not displaying correctly? View publication in your browser.


     
Daily Environment Report


 Latest News   BNA Insights   PDF Issue Search Full Publication  


Friday, January 30, 2015 · Number 20 


The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you
by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted
and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have
any questions or no longer wish to receive these messages,
please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-
566-2370.


NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA, Mining Companies Reach Settlement
Over Haze Plans for Michigan, Minnesota
The Environmental Protection Agency has agreed to make
changes to its regional haze rule to allow a pair of mining
companies to phase in pollution-control equipment at their
taconite facilities in northern Michigan and Minnesota (Cliffs...


Air Pollution
EPA Urged by Industry, Health Groups
To Revise Proposed Standards for Ozone
Several industry and public health groups used a public hearing in
Washington, D.C., to push for changes in the Environmental
Protection Agency's proposal to revise the national ambient air
quality standards for ozone....


Biotechnology
Growing Plants for Fuel Inefficient,
Unsustainable, Nonprofit Says in Report
Turning corn and sugar into energy is inefficient and crowds out
land that could be better used to produce food, according to an
environmental advocacy group....


Chemicals
Asbestos Action Survives Repose Statute;
Construction Repairs Outside Law's Scope
Wisconsin's statute of repose for construction claims doesn't
extend to routine repairs of asbestos-containing insulation
because they aren't an "improvement to real property" covered
by the law, the Wisconsin...


Chemicals
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EPA Working on Two Trichloroethylene Rules,
Exploring Long-Unused Section 6 Authority
The Environmental Protection Agency has begun to work on a
new use rule for trichloroethylene (TCE) and a separate rule that
would restrict or ban uses of the solvent, according to a recently
updated agency website....


Chemical Testing
EPA Floats New Guidelines for Endocrine Testing
The Environmental Protection Agency is proposing new guidelines
for animal testing of the endocrine disrupting effects of pesticides
and other chemicals, as detailed in a notice scheduled to be
published in the Jan. 30 Federal Register....


Climate Change
In Rare Move, Shell Tells Shareholders
To Back Proposal on Climate Risk Reporting
In what is being called a rare move, Royal Dutch Shell Plc is
recommending its investors vote in favor of a shareholder
resolution that asks the oil major to report annually on how it's
preparing its business model for potential risks posed...


Climate Regulation
EPA's Interim Carbon Dioxide Targets
For Power Plants Unrealistic, States Say
States and utilities said they lack the time and resources needed
to meet the interim carbon dioxide emissions targets for the
power sector proposed by the Environmental Protection Agency in
its Clean Power Plan....


Climate Regulation
EPA Extends Comments on Oil, Gas Reporting Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency will extend until Feb. 24 the
comment deadline for a proposed rule that would set additional
greenhouse gas emissions reporting requirements for the oil and
natural gas industry, according to a notice...


Congress
Republicans Keep Focus on Keystone XL,
Steer Clear for Now of Fighting Obama Rules
While Senate Democrats have forced Republicans to vote on
whether climate change is real and not a hoax in debate over the
Keystone XL pipeline bill, Republicans have held their fire on
targeting U.S. climate funding and carbon dioxide limits...


Energy Efficiency
DOE Proposes Rule for Gas-Fired Hearths
To Eliminate Constant-Burning Pilot Lights
The Energy Department is proposing an energy efficiency
standard for hearth equipment fired by natural gas that will
eliminate constant-burning pilot lights, according to a notice of
proposed rulemaking released Jan. 28....


Energy
FERC Petitions for Supreme Court
Review of Ruling on Wholesale Electricity
The government is seeking Supreme Court review of an appellate



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X2B8E8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:114

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X2B8E8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:114

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X3X4Z3&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:115

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X1W9Y1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:116

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X1W9Y1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:116

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X1V2Q0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:117

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X1V2Q0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:117

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X1V9N4&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:118

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X2D1N4&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:119

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X2D1N4&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:119

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X1P3Y3&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:120

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X1P3Y3&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:120

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X1U9D8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:121

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X1U9D8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:121





court decision striking down a Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission program that regulated the rates that regional grid
operators pay to third-party aggregators for demand-response...


Energy
Senate Passes Keystone Pipeline Bill;
Backers Weigh Options in Event of Veto
The Senate passed legislation (S. 1) to require approval of the
Keystone pipeline Jan. 29 on a 62-36 vote, five short of the votes
needed to override a presidential veto....


Enforcement
FAA Proposes $1.3 Million in Penalties
Against United Airlines on Hazmat Allegations
The Federal Aviation Administration has proposed civil penalties
of $1.3 million against United Airlines Inc., accusing the Chicago-
based carrier of 120 distinct violations of federal hazardous
materials regulations. ...


Enforcement
Rotting Oil Drums on Residential Property
Justified State Agency's Investigative Entry
A petroleum exclusion in Pennsylvania's Superfund law doesn't
bar the state's entry onto a residential property to investigate
deteriorating containers holding thousands of gallons of
petroleum products, the Commonwealth...


Environmental Justice
As Power Plants Shut Down, Communities
Should Drive Land Reuse, EPA Official Says
Communities should be "a central driver" in their revitalization
after coal-fired power plants shut down, a senior Environmental
Protection Agency official and other environmental justice
advocates said Jan. 29....


Hazmat Transport
Groups Challenge Air District Permit
In Bid to Block Crude-by-Rail Operations
Environmental and citizen groups have filed a lawsuit challenging
the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District's permitting
process for construction of oil-water tanks at a Taft, Calif., crude
oil terminal recently expanded...


Hazmat Transport
PHMSA Proposes Adding Exceptions
From Special Permits Into HazMat Rules
Federal regulators proposed amending the rules for transporting
hazardous materials to adopt exceptions from nearly 100 special
permits that have established safety records, according to a
Federal Register notice scheduled for publication...


Hydraulic Fracturing
New Pennsylvania Governor Reinstates
Ban on Fracking Leases on State Lands
New leases for oil and gas development in state parks and forests
will again be banned in Pennsylvania, under an executive order
signed Jan. 29 by newly elected Gov. Tom Wolf (D)....
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Hydraulic Fracturing
Wisconsin DNR Pursues Environmental
Analysis of Booming ‘Frac Sand' Industry
The Wisconsin Natural Resources Board has directed a state
agency to conduct a scientific review of the mining and
processing of sand used for hydraulic fracturing in order to gain a
broader understanding of the public health and environmental...


International Climate
France to Aid Vulnerable Developing Nations
In Run-Up to Year-End Paris Climate Summit
France will make a concerted effort to provide technical
assistance ahead of the Paris climate summit to help poor
developing nations craft the contributions they can make to a
global climate accord, its ambassador to the U.S. said Jan. 29....


Natural Gas
Energy Department ‘Able to Comply' With 
Gas Legislation, Administration Official Says
An Obama administration official Jan. 29 said the Energy
Department "will be able to comply" with Senate legislation (S.
33) designed to expedite the agency's consideration of
applications to export liquefied natural gas,...


Natural Resources
Permanent Reauthorization of Land, Water
Conservation Fund Falls Just Short in Senate
A Republican-led bid to permanently reauthorize a fund that uses
revenues from offshore oil and gas development to create
national parks and other public spaces fell short by one vote of
passing the Senate after three Republicans changed their...


Oil & Gas
Shell Commits to Alaska Drilling
This Year Despite Opposition
Royal Dutch Shell Plc is committed to drilling for oil in Alaska in
what it says is the world’s largest unexplored liquid resource
base, despite opposition from environmentalists and a pledge to
reduce spending....


Pesticides
EPA Finalizes Methomyl Use Restrictions
The Environmental Protection Agency has finalized a voluntary
agreement with DuPont and other makers of the pesticide
methomyl to place new restrictions on how their products can be
used. The agreement, first announced in August, involves...


Radioactive Waste
Savannah River Site Cleanup Will Cost
$25 Billion Above Old Estimate, Official Says
The Department of Energy now predicts that cleanup of waste at
the Savannah River Site will require $25 billion more than
previous estimates and will take 23 years longer to complete....


REACH
Companies Appeal EU Chemical Agency
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Decisions Requesting Substance Information
The European Chemicals Agency Board of Appeal has published
four notices of appeals filed by companies against decisions taken
by ECHA following compliance checks on substance registration
dossiers submitted under the European Union's...


REACH
ECHA Gives Advance Notice Of Substances 
Likely to Be REACH Compliance Checked
The European Chemicals Agency published a list of chemicals Jan.
28 that have been registered under the European Union's REACH
regulation and are likely to be compliance-checked in 2015....


Recycling
Oregon Wastewater Utility Proposes to Use
Recycled Water in Beer-Brewing Project
An Oregon wastewater utility is proposing a novel way of
overcoming consumer distaste for recycled toilet water: brewing
it into beer....


Renewable Energy
Environmentalists Urge Mexican Senate to 
Pass Law to Spur Renewable Development
Environmental groups are calling on Mexico's Senate to pass a
law that would encourage development of renewable energy,
saying the legislation is needed to ensure sustainable
development of the sector....


Renewable Energy
Interior Awards Two Leases for Wind
Energy Off Coast of Massachusetts
The federal Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM)
awarded two provisional commercial wind energy leases for
development off the coast of Massachusetts during an auction
Jan. 29, a move that nearly doubled the amount of acreage
leased for...


Renewable Energy
New Mexico Agency Suspends Power
Plan to Assess Impact on Trust Lands
New Mexico's land commissioner announced a 60-day suspension
of a $2 billion power transmission project approved by federal
officials earlier this week to allow more time to review its
potential impact on state trust lands....


Vehicle Fuels
Goodlatte to Reintroduce RFS Bill,
As Opponents Mount New Reform Effort
House legislation that would remove the renewable fuel
standard's corn ethanol mandate is expected to be reintroduced
in the House next week, as opponents of the requirement launch
a new push to alter energy provisions....


Water Pollution
Barrasso to Introduce Senate Bill That 
Would Block Waters Of the U.S. Rulemaking
Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) said he plans to introduce a bill in



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X1J8B0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:136

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X1P1X9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:137

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X1P1X9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:137

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X2E3X0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:138

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X2E3X0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:138

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X2C1B8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:139

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X2C1B8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:139

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X3F6D5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:140

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X3F6D5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:140

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X2A7Q7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:141

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X2A7Q7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:141

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X1U8F7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:142

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X1U8F7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:142

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X1T4B2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:143

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1X1T4B2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:143





Daily Environment Report 


Manage/Customize Your Email | Contact Us | Privacy Policy


Copyright © 2015 The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc. Use of this service is subject to terms and conditions of the license agreement with
Bloomberg BNA. Unauthorized access or distribution is prohibited. "BNA" is a registered trademark of The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc.
All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. All rights reserved.


the coming weeks that would put a stop to the waters of the U.S.
rulemaking that seeks to clarify the scope of Clean Water Act
jurisdiction, an aide confirmed Jan. 29....


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


JANUARY 29 FEDERAL REGISTER


JANUARY 30 FEDERAL REGISTER
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EPA's Proposed Multi-Year RFS Raises Fuel Goals But Spurs Broad Attacks
 
Posted: May 29, 2015
 
 
EPA's proposed multi-year renewable fuel standard (RFS) for 2014-2016 increases fuel production
goals as sought by biofuels groups while acknowledging oil sector concerns about the “blend wall”
limit on ethanol in the fuel supply, but the rule is spurring broad attacks from all sides including the
oil sector and makers of alternative fuels.
 
The May 29 proposal, released days ahead of a June 1 consent decree deadline for issuing the rule,
sets goals for production of cellulosic biofuel; biomass-based diesel; advanced biofuel; and total
renewable fuel -- the latter largely met through the production of corn ethanol, although there is no
explicit corn ethanol production mandate in federal law. The rule replaces the agency's earlier
proposed 2014 RFS that EPA recently decided to abandon.
 
In place of that policy, the agency decided to craft a multi-year RFS for 2014, 2015, and 2016 that
aims to address long-running concerns that EPA often misses a Nov. 30 statutory deadline for
finalizing the RFS targets for the coming compliance year. In addition to setting goals for the four
types of fuels for three years, EPA will also by Nov. 30 issue 2017 goals for biodiesel. The consent
decree requires issuance of the final multi-year RFS by Nov. 30.
 
Oil sector groups and some Republican lawmakers have used the delays as an example of the need
to either repeal or reform the RFS, although prospects for such legislation succeeding in the 114th
Congress are uncertain at best.
 
On a conference call to announce the new proposal, acting EPA air chief Janet McCabe touted the
greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction benefits of renewable fuels that produce fewer GHGs than
conventional gasoline. “Biofuels remain an important part of the overall strategy to enhance energy
security and address climate change,” she said.
 
McCabe said the rule aims to balance two competing dynamics: the intent of Congress in setting
ever-increasing biofuel volume requirements under the RFS, and constraints imposed by flat
demand for gasoline, infrastructure limitations and other factors curbing uptake of biofuels that
prevent setting higher targets than those proposed.
 
Actual production and consumption of renewable fuels has not kept pace with the statutory
requirements, forcing EPA to use its waiver authority to set lower mandates. “We don't think the
statutory volumes are reasonably achievable in the timeframe,” McCabe said -- though ethanol
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groups argue the targets should be higher.
 
The RFS, established by statute in 2005 and revised by Congress in 2007, requires progressively-
rising levels of renewable fuels to be produced and blended into the nation's fuel supply. The
program sets a statutory level of total renewable fuels, most of which is filled with corn-based
ethanol, but also includes specific quotas for advanced biofuels, cellulosic biofuels and biomass-
based diesel.
 
EPA in a fact sheet says its multi-year proposed fuel production volumes “would require significant
growth in renewable fuel production and use over historical levels. EPA believes the proposed
standards to be ambitious but within reach of a responsive marketplace.”
 
Production Targets
 
The proposal would set the total renewable fuels volumes at 15.93 billion gallons (bn gal) in 2014 of
ethanol-equivalent. This compares to 15.21 bn gal in EPA's never-finalized original proposal for 2014,
and a final 2013 number originally set at 16.55 bn gal -- although volume requirements are
sometimes adjusted through subsequent rulemakings.
 
The new proposal would set a 16.3 bn gal mandate for 2015, and a 17.4 bn gal mandate for 2016.
 
In the advanced biofuel category, EPA proposes a level of 2.68 bn gal, compared to 2.2 bn gal in the
original proposal for 2014. This number would rise to 2.9 bn gal in 2015, and 3.4 bn gal in 2016.
 
For biomass-based diesel, EPA proposes a volume of 1.63 bn gal, measured in actual gallons of
production, compared to the original proposal of 1.28 bn gal. For 2015, EPA proposes 1.70 bn gal,
and for 2016, 1.80 bn gal, with a volume of 1.9 bn gal proposed for 2017.
 
In the cellulosic biofuel category, EPA proposes a 2014 volume of 33 million gallons of ethanol-
equivalent, compared to 17 million gallons in the original proposal. This would rise to 106 million
gallons in 2015, and 206 million gallons in 2016.
 
Subtracting the cellulosic and advanced biofuel quotas and biodiesel quota from the total renewable
fuel quota reveals a share of the total renewable volume to be met mainly with corn ethanol in 2016
of 11.99 bn gal, substantially below the expectations of some in the ethanol industry.
 
The rule re-proposes volumes for 2014 based on actual production and consumption of
transportation and heating fuels last year, after EPA proposed volumes for 2014 in 2013, but amid a
wave of protest from biofuels producers unhappy at lower biofuels quotas never finalized its original
proposal, leaving the program in limbo.
 
'Blend Wall'
 
Biofuel makers objected to what they say was a new EPA methodology promoted by the oil industry
that took into account the ethanol “blend wall” -- the maximum amount of ethanol that can be







blended in to the fuel supply -- saying that this resulted in a significantly less ambitious original
proposal.
 
On the conference call announcing the rule, McCabe made clear, however, that EPA is taking the
blend wall into account in the new proposal. “We do discuss the blend wall, it is an issue,” she said.
 
Some ethanol sector groups say the blend wall is the creation of the oil industry, which in many
cases controls fueling infrastructure required to dispense higher ethanol blends.
 
Tom Buis, CEO of the pro-ethanol group Growth Energy said, “Today’s proposals are better than
EPA’s initial proposed rule for 2014, but they still need significant improvement. We have sincere
concerns that these proposed numbers are not moving forward to the degree that Congress had
intended for the RFS.”
 
He said EPA's targets were the result of pressure from the oil sector, adding, “It is unfortunate that
EPA chose to side with the obligated parties who have deliberately refused to live up to their
obligation to provide consumers with a choice of fossil fuels or lower cost, higher performing,
homegrown renewable energy at the pump.”
 
Similarly, Brooke Coleman, executive director of the Advanced Ethanol Council, said, “The good news
is it is clear that EPA and the Obama administration want to send a signal to the marketplace that
domestic renewable fuel markets are going to grow. The blending targets are definitely stronger and
theoretically create new markets. . . . But Clean Air Act regulations have to have backbone to actually
achieve their ambitions, and EPA is still allowing the oil industry's refusal to comply with the RFS to
be cause to slow the program down.”
 
Grant Kimberley, executive director of the Iowa Biodiesel Board, in a statement hinted that the
group will push EPA for higher targets during the upcoming comment period on the proposal, saying,
“Although the proposed volumes in later years are lower than the reasonable increases we had
requested, and we look forward to opportunities for greater growth, these volumes still represent
advancement.”
 
'Rosy Assumptions'
 
Echoing the mixed reaction from renewable and alternative fuels groups to the proposal, oil industry
organizations also found fault with much of the rule despite EPA's acknowledgment of the blend
wall.
 
On a conference call with reporters following the agency's release of the rule, Jack Gerard, president
and CEO of the American Petroleum Institute (API), said that EPA by calling for increasing renewable
fuel volumes was ignoring the needs of consumers and making “rosy assumptions” that do not bear
scrutiny.
 
Calling on Congress to repeal or reform the program, he said that while EPA seems intent on
increasing the uptake of 15 percent and 85 percent ethanol blends (E15 and E85), consumers do not







want these higher blends.
 
Repeating API concerns that E15 will invalidate the warranties of many cars and perhaps cause
mechanical difficulties for motorists, Gerard also said EPA has ignored the strong demand among
consumers for zero percent ethanol for boats, motorcycles and other equipment not certified to run
on ethanol blends.
 
Gerard said that flat gasoline demand, combined with far greater than previously predicted domestic
oil production, has changed the energy policy landscape and invalidated the assumptions Congress
made when crafting the RFS.
 
Also, he reiterated the position of some environmental groups, such as the Environmental Working
Group, that corn-based ethanol creates greater GHG emissions than gasoline.
 
Lawmakers critical of the RFS also suggested that EPA's proposal boosts calls to overhaul the
program. Senate Environment & Public Works Committee Chairman James Inhofe (R-OK) said, “EPA's
announcement adds to the building evidence of how poorly the agency has managed the renewable
fuel standard, and how the mandate is in need of significant reform and oversight. Clearly, the
statutory volumes are unachievable.” -- Stuart Parker (sparker@iwpnews.com)
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Latest News
Interstate Dispute Poses Early Test For
Implementing EPA's Coal Ash Rule
Maryland is pursuing a lawsuit claiming coal ash
disposal provisions in a Virginia-crafted Clean Water Act
(CWA) permit for a power plant are too lax and at odds
with EPA's coal ash Resource Conservation & Recovery
Act (RCRA) rule, an interstate dispute that poses an
early test for how states will implement the contested
federal rule.


EPA Downgrades Several States' SO2 NAAQS
Attainment Designations
EPA is proposing to downgrade several states'
designations for attaining the agency's 2010 sulfur
dioxide (SO2) national ambient air quality standard
(NAAQS), in many cases rejecting state suggestions to
designate their areas as meeting the standard and
instead given the areas a “nonattainment” or
“unclassifiable” status.


EPA Grants Chemical Sector's Bid To
Reconsider Waste Recovery Air Rule
EPA is granting the chemical sector's request to
reconsider part of a final rule imposing new requirements
on curbing air toxics from industrial waste and recovery
operations, saying it will reassess a mandatory
monitoring system for pressure relief devices (PRDs) on
portable containers that industry uses to manage off-site
materials.


EPA Proposes Draft Defaults For Aquatic Life
Water Criteria Metals Model
EPA has released draft default inputs for its biotic ligand
model -- used to estimate water quality criteria for levels
of copper in water that will not harm aquatic species --
for public comment, which could accelerate the agency's
delayed oversight of states' criteria for copper and
potentially be used for water quality modeling for other
metals.


News Briefs
High Court Delays
Decision On Chesapeake
Bay TMDL Suit
The Supreme Court has
delayed a scheduled Feb.
19 conference where
justices would have decided
whether to take up
agriculture and home
building industry groups'
lawsuit over EPA's landmark
multi-state Clean Water Act
(CWA) cleanup plan for the
Chesapeake Bay, with no
new date yet announced.


EPA Agrees To Deadline
For Spill Prevention Rules
EPA has reached a legal
settlement with
environmentalists that
commits the agency to
proposing within 18 months
long-sought regulations to
prevent and contain
chemical spills from above-
ground tanks at industrial
facilities, such as the
massive 2014 spill of a
hazardous substance that
contaminated drinking water
in West Virginia.


Biodiesel Sector Faults
EPA's RFS Imports
Approval
Biodiesel producers in
litigation over the agency's
prospective approval of
Argentinian biodiesel
imports to qualify for the
renewable fuel standard
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Amid ESPS Uncertainty, Debate Heats Up
Over Section 115 As Alternative
Debate is heating up over the viability of a climate policy
centered on a little-used Clean Air Act provision
governing international air pollution, an option that has
gained prominence as recent developments at the
Supreme Court have increased the uncertainty
surrounding EPA's greenhouse gas standards for
existing power plants.


States Seek Equal Treatment For All Areas In
'Exceptional Events' Air Rule
States are asking EPA to ensure that its pending rule
revising its policy on when air pollution due to
"exceptional events" such as wildfires can be discounted
from emissions standards compliance measurements
treats areas attaining the agency's national ambient air
quality standards (NAAQS) in the same manner as
areas out of attainment.


Mining Industry, Montana Back Arguments
About U.S. CERCLA Liability
Mining industry proponents and the state of Montana are
bolstering legal arguments by a mining company that the
United States should be held strictly liable as an owner
under the Superfund law for contamination from mining
operations on public lands in New Mexico, saying any
other interpretation is contrary to congressional intent.
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EPA Desktop Library by the EPA National Library
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(RFS) says that EPA cannot
claim its approval was an
“informal adjudication”
exempt from judicial review
because such adjudications
have previously applied to
issues of “past conduct.”
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA Tells District Court It Can Finalize
Revised Ozone Standards by November 2015
The Environmental Protection Agency told a federal court Feb. 25
it can finalize revisions to ozone air standards by Nov. 15, 2015
(Sierra Club v. EPA, N.D. Cal., No. 13-2809, motion filed
2/25/14)....


Climate Change
Infrastructure Needs to Be Able to Withstand
Extreme Weather, Climate Leaders Say
Electric grids, natural gas pipelines and water systems must be
designed to withstand the extreme weather events scientists say
are coming with climate change, representatives from utilities,
governments and corporations said....


Climate Change
Power Plant Carbon Dioxide Proposal
Open for Public Comment Until May 9
The Environmental Protection Agency is extending to May 9 the
public comment period on a proposed rule that would set a
carbon dioxide performance standard for new fossil fuel-fired
power plants....


Climate Change
Social Cost of Carbon Figure Too Low
To Reflect Harms, Environmental Groups Say
The Obama administration relied on outdated science that
produced a social cost of carbon figure that is too conservative,
environmental groups said Feb. 26....


Climate Change
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UN Officials, Top U.S. Climate Negotiator
To Join Legislators in Event on Climate Laws
Legislators from more than 50 nations will join their U.S.
counterparts and UN officials Feb. 27 to tout passage of hundreds
of domestic climate change laws in recent years, which they say
could provide momentum toward the signing of a global...


Congress
Boxer Announces Subcommittee Chairs
For Environment, Public Works Committee
Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) announced several new
subcommittee chairmanships in the Senate Committee on
Environment and Public Works....


Drilling
BLM Revising Resource Management Plan
For New Mexico Basin as Drilling Expands
The Bureau of Land Management has filed a notice of intent to
prepare a revised resource management plan (RMP) for the
Farmington, N.M., area, with an associated environmental impact
statement that would take into account an anticipated boom...


Drilling
Republican Senators Question Integrity
Of Investigation of Range Resources Order
Six Republican senators said an investigation by the
Environmental Protection Agency's inspector general into why the
agency issued an emergency order to Range Resources Corp. for
water contamination was "seriously deficient"...


Energy
China Aims for 90 Gigawatts of Installed
Wind Power Capacity by End of 2014
Officials from China's National Energy Administration (NEA) said
Feb. 25 they expect the country to have some 90 gigawatts of
wind power installed on the electrical grid by the end of 2014, an
increase of 13 gigawatts (17 percent) from 2013...


Energy
House Tax Proposal Would Eliminate 
Dozens of Traditional, Clean Energy Credits
Draft tax reform legislation released by the House Ways and
Means Committee would repeal dozens of energy tax credits that
benefit both the traditional and clean energy industries, according
to a summary of the bill made public Feb. 26. ...


Energy
IEA Says Flexible Natural Gas Plants
Important in Switch to Renewable Power
The abundant natural gas supply in the U.S. should be an
important component of a plan to transform U.S. power
generation to include a far bigger share of variable renewable
energy, the head of the International Energy Agency said....


Energy
Inspector General Report Affirms Process
By State Department on Keystone XL Pipeline
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The State Department met its obligation to avoid conflicts of
interest in selecting Environmental Resources Management Inc.
(ERM) to conduct the environmental analysis for TransCanada
Corp.'s proposed Keystone XL oil pipeline, a...


Energy
Japan Calls Nuclear ‘Important Base Load' 
In New Long-Term Energy Plans
Just three years after the Fukushima Daiichi disaster prompted
Japan to consider abandoning nuclear power, the government
announced that it hopes to restart the country's nuclear power
program, calling it "an important base load...


Energy
Keystone XL Opponents Shift Focus
To Health Effects of Tar Sands Development
Sens. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.)
sent a letter to Secretary of State John Kerry on Feb. 26 asking
him to conduct a detailed study of the health risks associated with
tar sands oil before deciding whether to approve...


Energy
Senate Staffers Say Energy Efficiency Bill
Has More Than 60 Votes Needed for Passage
Energy efficiency legislation to be introduced Feb. 27 "has more
than 60 votes" in the Senate, aides to the bill's authors wrote in
an e-mail to lobbyists and others tracking the bill....


Energy
White House Reviewing EPA Final Rule
On Validity of Renewable Fuel Credits
The White House is reviewing a final Environmental Protection
Agency rule that would establish a voluntary quality assurance
program for renewable fuel standard credits....


Enforcement
Supreme Court Won't Review Conviction
Of Amateur Chemist Sentenced to 21 Months
The U.S. Supreme Court denied review Feb. 24 of a federal
appeals court decision upholding the prison sentence of an
amateur chemist found guilty of transporting and abandoning
hazardous materials in violation of federal law (Evertson v....


EPA
EPA Employees Obstructed Investigators
In Beale Case, Inspector General Says
Employees of the Environmental Protection Agency failed to
cooperate and otherwise obstructed a criminal investigation of
former senior air official John Beale, according to the EPA
inspector general. ...


Great Lakes
Major Cut in Nutrient Pollution Needed
To Shrink Lake Erie 'Dead Zone,’ Study Says
A 46 percent reduction in phosphorus pollution would be needed
to shrink Lake Erie's "dead zone," an oxygen-starved area in the
middle of the lake, to the size it was in the early 1990s, according
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to a report released Feb. 26 by the...


Hazardous Waste
Owner of Contaminated Site in Indiana
Has Second Chance to Pursue Claim
The owner of a site contaminated with chlorinated solvents will
have a second chance to pursue a claim against a dry cleaner
after the Indiana Supreme Court ruled that a party may seek
relief from a non-final order based on newly discovered
evidence...


Hazmat Transport
DOT Nearing Completion on Draft
Proposed Rule on Rail Tank Car Standards
The head of the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration said the agency is nearing completion of work on a
draft proposed rule that would establish new design standards for
rail tank cars that are used to transport crude oil....


Mining
Ohio Supreme Court Hears Arguments
On State, Local Authority Over Drilling
In oral arguments before the Ohio Supreme Court, an attorney
representing Munroe Falls said state law giving the natural
resources department "sole and exclusive authority" to regulate
drilling should not apply to areas protected...


Mining
WildEarth Petitions Surface Mining Office
To Restrict Coal Mining Near Sage Grouse
An environmental group filed a petition with the nation's surface
mining regulatory agency Feb. 26 to restrict coal mining in areas
designated critical greater sage grouse habitat....


Regulatory Policy
Rules Panel Clears Unfunded Mandates Bill;
Deregulatory Package Moves to House Floor
The House Rules Committee cleared a bill Feb. 26 to require
federal agencies to more thoroughly analyze whether their rules
would impose unfunded mandates on local and state
governments, clearing the way for floor consideration Feb. 28....


Storage Tanks
Citizen Suit Over Groundwater Pollution
At Illinois Gas Station Allowed to Proceed
A Resource Conservation and Recovery Act citizen suit over
groundwater contamination beneath a former gas station may
proceed, the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois
has ruled, finding the plaintiff alleged facts...


Superfund
EPA Selects $36 Million Cleanup Plan
For Mercury-Tainted New Jersey Site
Mercury-contaminated soil at the 26-acre LCP Chemicals Inc.
superfund site in Linden, N.J., will be mixed with sulfur and
capped, under the final cleanup plan, the Environmental
Protection Agency said Feb. 26....
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Sustainability
Comment Period Extended for Standards, Ecolabels
The Environmental Protection Agency has formally extended
through April 25 the comment period on draft guidelines for using
private-sector environmental performance standards and
ecolabels in federal purchasing, according to a notice...


Taxes
Russia Clarifies Tax Break for Developing Resources
Taxpayer expenses to finance geological surveys, assessments of
the deposits and construction and drilling works are deductible
expenses, Russia's tax agency said in guidance issued Feb. 26.
The Russian Federal Tax Service issued...


Toxic Substances
EU Agency Says REACH Noncompliance
Triggered 32 Enforcement Referrals in 2013
The European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) referred 32 cases of
noncompliance with the REACH chemical law's information
requirements to enforcement authorities in European Union
member states in 2013, the agency reported Feb. 26....


Toxic Substances
Shimkus to Unveil Draft TSCA-Reform Plans;
Subcommittee to Hold Two Hearings in March
Rep. John Shimkus (R-Ill.) will unveil a draft plan Feb. 27 to
modernize the Toxic Substances Control Act, according to staff
from his office....


Water Pollution
North Carolina Governor Requests Plans
For Coal Ash Ponds From Duke Energy
Duke Energy should provide North Carolina regulators with plans
for the coal ash ponds at all of its facilities in the state by March
15, according to Gov. Pat McCrory (R). ...


Water Resources
Staff Work Accelerates in Conference
On Water Resources Development Bill
Staff work for the House-Senate conference committee on the
Water Resources Reform and Development Act (H.R. 3080) is
picking up speed again after the conference leaders reached a
compromise on the scope of project authorizations, sources...


EPA Makes Corrections to Total Coliform Rule
The Environment Protection Agency published minor corrections
to the revised Total Coliform Rule (TCR) in a Feb. 26 final direct
rule (79 Fed. Reg. 10,665). The action corrects typographical
errors in sections relating to recordkeeping...


BNA INSIGHTS


EU Biocidal Products Regulation and Its Impact on
Industry: A Practical Briefing
The new EU Biocidal Products Regulation (BPR), EC Regulation
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528/2012, repeals and replaces the Biocidal Products Directive
(98/8/EC), which regulated biocidal active substances and
biocidal products in the EU. The European Commission...
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Governors ask for higher biodiesel, ethanol mandates
Date: Monday, October 06, 2014 7:41:40 AM


News Headline: Governors ask for higher biodiesel, ethanol mandates | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Hill - Online, The
News Text: A group representing 33 state governors asked the administration to increase the
blending mandates for biodiesel and a certain kind of ethanol.
 
Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn (D) and Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad (R), the leaders of the Governors' Biofuels
Coalition, said potential decreases in the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Renewable Fuel
Standard (RFS) volumes for biodiesel and cellulosic ethanol could hurt the nascent waste biofuel
industry.
 
The governors said the expanding industry that produces biofuel from waste products — also known
as advanced biofuels — could bring millions of gallons of clean fuel, create thousands of jobs and
decrease reliance on imported oil, among other benefits.
 
“However, the adoption of EPA's proposed 2014 RFS volume requirements threatens to have a
negative economic impact on the rural economy and on the biofuels industry, specifically on
biodiesel and cellulosic ethanol,” they wrote in a letter to the White House Office of Management
and Budget, which is currently reviewing the final volumes.
 
The EPA proposed last year to lower the amount of ethanol that refiners must blend into their
traditional fuels in 2014 and keep the biodiesel level at the same as 2013, which is less than the
industry actually produced.
 
The agency has still not released the final volume requirements, even though there are only two
months left in the year.
 
The governors said the proposed biodiesel level has already hurt companies.
 
“Additionally, the proposed RFS rule has discouraged new investment in the newly emerging
cellulosic ethanol industry and now threatens the many new plants about to go into commercial
production,” they said.
 
The governors did not ask for specific volume levels, but asked for a rule that “will build and restore
America's robust leadership in the development and production of domestically produced
renewable fuels.”
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Ohio EPA Director Nally Resigns Position
Scott Nally resigned Jan. 7 as director of the Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency. In 2012, Nally helped to establish the
Association of Air Pollution Control Agencies, an organization of
state agencies that provides technical assistance...


Chesapeake Bay
Differing State, Local Government Powers
Seen as One Reason Protective Actions Vary
Localities throughout the Chesapeake Bay watershed are
responsible for land-use decisions, making them key but informal
players in the mandatory efforts to restore the bay, but some bay
states have more ability than others to persuade localities...


Climate Change
EPA's Reproposed Carbon Limits Include
Separate Standards for Coal, Gas Units
The Environmental Protection Agency is scheduled to publish
reproposed carbon dioxide limits for new power plants Jan. 8,
setting separate standards for coal-fired and natural gas-fired
generating units. ...


Climate Change
Industry Challenges Colorado Commission
On Regulation of Methane, Ethane Releases
The Colorado Air Quality Control Commission doesn't have the
proper statutory authority to regulate methane and ethane
releases from oil and gas sources as greenhouse gas emissions,
according to two industry associations....


Climate Change
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Insured Losses From Natural Disasters
Dropped Sharply in 2013, Munich Re Says
Global insurance claims from floods, severe storms and other
natural disasters in 2013 declined by half from the year before,
due in part to a "very quiet" North Atlantic hurricane season,
according to estimates from reinsurer Munich...


Climate Change
Senator to Offer Bill Targeting HFCs,
Other Short-Lived Climate Pollutants
Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) said Jan. 7 he will introduce a bill in
the weeks ahead to cut emissions of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs)—
greenhouse gases far more potent than carbon dioxide—as well
as methane and other "short-lived"...


Drinking Water
EPA Should Consider Climate Change
In All Regulatory Measures, AMWA Says
Climate change should be considered across the complete
regulatory spectrum, including in addressing provisions of the
Safe Drinking Water Act and the Clean Water Act, a drinking
water utility group said in comments to the Environmental...


Endangered Species
Washington State Grant for Water System
Also to Benefit Threatened Salmon, Steelhead
A grant from the Washington Department of Ecology to help build
a regional, water-supply system also will provide benefits for
threatened salmon and steelhead swimming up the Lewis River as
it tumbles off the Cascade range, officials from...


Energy
Feinstein Says Appropriators ‘Pretty Much’
Done Writing Energy, Water Spending Bill
Appropriators "are pretty much" done writing an energy and
water appropriations bill for fiscal year 2014 that will be included
in an omnibus spending package expected to be unveiled soon,
Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) told Bloomberg...


Energy
Murkowski Urges President to End
Ban on Exports of U.S. Crude Oil
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) urged President Barack Obama to
end a 39-year ban on exports of U.S. crude oil, joining what is
shaping up as a major election-year debate over energy policy....


Energy
Study: Renewables Could Generate Funds
To Restore Salton Sea Over 30-Year Period
Renewable energy sources could provide an estimated $4.1 billion
for Salton Sea restoration over the 30-year period from 2015 to
2045, with geothermal providing the largest share of potential
revenue, according to a report commissioned...


Hazmat Transport
Hoeven to Meet With PHMSA Leadership
To Discuss Rail Tank Car Safety Standards
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Sen. John Hoeven (R-N.D.) said he intends to meet with top
officials at the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration by Jan. 10 to discuss new safety requirements for
rail tank cars that carry flammable liquids....


Mining
Review of Proposed Arizona Copper Mine Under Way
An objection period is in effect until Feb. 14 for the U.S. Forest
Service's publication of a draft record of decision and final
environmental impact statement for the proposed Rosemont
copper mine in southern Arizona. The agency announced...


Natural Resources
Obama Administration Appeals Decision
Requiring Increased Oregon Timber Sales
The Obama administration filed a notice of appeal Jan. 7 over a
federal district court decision in a timber sales and spotted owl
protection case (Swanson Group Mfg. LLC v. Jewell, D.C. Cir., No.
14-05003, 1/7/14)....


Regulatory Policy
Nominations of McCabe, Cruden Sent to Senate
The White House formally sent to the Senate the nominations of
Janet McCabe to become the Environmental Protection Agency's
assistant administrator for air and radiation and John C. Cruden
to serve as assistant attorney general for the...


Risk Assessment
EPA Workshop Explores Human Relevance
Of Mouse Lung Tumors for Chemical Analyses
Scientists working for companies, universities and federal
agencies met Jan. 7 to help identify questions Environmental
Protection Agency staff should raise as they examine whether
lung tumors in laboratory mice exposed to chemicals predict...


Security
Carper to Discuss Security Priorities with DHS
Sen. Tom Carper (D-Del.), chairman of the Senate Homeland
Security and Public Affairs Committee, told Bloomberg BNA he will
meet by next week with Homeland Security Secretary Jeh
Johnson and Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Okla.), ranking member of
the...


Toxic Substances
Japanese Panel Urges Strengthening
Data, Label Rules for Workplace Chemicals
A policy council has recommended to Japan's minister of health,
labor and welfare that regulations on the use of chemicals at
workplaces be reinforced, including those involving safety data
sheet hazard assessments and labeling, an...


Toxic Substances
Valero to Pay $17.5 Million to New Jersey
To Resolve MTBE Contamination Claims
Valero Marketing and Supply Co. has agreed to pay $17.5 million
to New Jersey to resolve the company's alleged liability for
contaminating the state's waters with the gasoline additive
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methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE), under a...


Water Pollution
State Officials, Regulated Utilities Say States
Should Decide How to Grant Variances
Municipal wastewater utilities and state water officials say the
Environmental Protection Agency should let states decide the
conditions under which they grant variances to water quality
standards. ...


Water Resources
Boxer Says Negotiations Advancing
For House, Senate Action on Resources Bill
Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) told Bloomberg BNA that
discussions are advancing on water resources legislation and
hopes for a final conference report "as soon as possible." ...


CORRECTION
An article in the Jan. 7 report about clean energy tax extenders
inaccurately characterized remarks from Christi Tezak, managing
director of research at ClearView Energy Partners LLC, about the
prospects of extending the wind production...
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EPA's Proposed Multi-Year RFS Raises Fuel Goals But Spurs Broad Attacks
Posted: May 29, 2015
 
EPA's proposed multi-year renewable fuel standard (RFS) for 2014-2016 increases fuel production
goals as sought by biofuels groups while acknowledging oil sector concerns about the “blend wall”
limit on ethanol in the fuel supply, but the rule is spurring broad attacks from all sides including the
oil sector and makers of alternative fuels.
 
The May 29 proposal, released days ahead of a June 1 consent decree deadline for issuing the rule,
sets goals for production of cellulosic biofuel; biomass-based diesel; advanced biofuel; and total
renewable fuel -- the latter largely met through the production of corn ethanol, although there is no
explicit corn ethanol production mandate in federal law. The rule replaces the agency's earlier
proposed 2014 RFS that EPA recently decided to abandon.
 
In place of that policy, the agency decided to craft a multi-year RFS for 2014, 2015, and 2016 that
aims to address long-running concerns that EPA often misses a Nov. 30 statutory deadline for
finalizing the RFS targets for the coming compliance year. In addition to setting goals for the four
types of fuels for three years, EPA will also by Nov. 30 issue 2017 goals for biodiesel. The consent
decree requires issuance of the final multi-year RFS by Nov. 30.
 
Oil sector groups and some Republican lawmakers have used the delays as an example of the need
to either repeal or reform the RFS, although prospects for such legislation succeeding in the 114th
Congress are uncertain at best.
 
On a conference call to announce the new proposal, acting EPA air chief Janet McCabe touted the
greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction benefits of renewable fuels that produce fewer GHGs than
conventional gasoline. “Biofuels remain an important part of the overall strategy to enhance energy
security and address climate change,” she said.
 
McCabe said the rule aims to balance two competing dynamics: the intent of Congress in setting
ever-increasing biofuel volume requirements under the RFS, and constraints imposed by flat
demand for gasoline, infrastructure limitations and other factors curbing uptake of biofuels that
prevent setting higher targets than those proposed.
 
Actual production and consumption of renewable fuels has not kept pace with the statutory
requirements, forcing EPA to use its waiver authority to set lower mandates. “We don't think the
statutory volumes are reasonably achievable in the timeframe,” McCabe said -- though ethanol
groups argue the targets should be higher.
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The RFS, established by statute in 2005 and revised by Congress in 2007, requires progressively-
rising levels of renewable fuels to be produced and blended into the nation's fuel supply. The
program sets a statutory level of total renewable fuels, most of which is filled with corn-based
ethanol, but also includes specific quotas for advanced biofuels, cellulosic biofuels and biomass-
based diesel.
 
EPA in a fact sheet says its multi-year proposed fuel production volumes “would require significant
growth in renewable fuel production and use over historical levels. EPA believes the proposed
standards to be ambitious but within reach of a responsive marketplace.”
 
Production Targets
 
The proposal would set the total renewable fuels volumes at 15.93 billion gallons (bn gal) in 2014 of
ethanol-equivalent. This compares to 15.21 bn gal in EPA's never-finalized original proposal for 2014,
and a final 2013 number originally set at 16.55 bn gal -- although volume requirements are
sometimes adjusted through subsequent rulemakings.
 
The new proposal would set a 16.3 bn gal mandate for 2015, and a 17.4 bn gal mandate for 2016.
 
In the advanced biofuel category, EPA proposes a level of 2.68 bn gal, compared to 2.2 bn gal in the
original proposal for 2014. This number would rise to 2.9 bn gal in 2015, and 3.4 bn gal in 2016.
 
For biomass-based diesel, EPA proposes a volume of 1.63 bn gal, measured in actual gallons of
production, compared to the original proposal of 1.28 bn gal. For 2015, EPA proposes 1.70 bn gal,
and for 2016, 1.80 bn gal, with a volume of 1.9 bn gal proposed for 2017.
 
In the cellulosic biofuel category, EPA proposes a 2014 volume of 33 million gallons of ethanol-
equivalent, compared to 17 million gallons in the original proposal. This would rise to 106 million
gallons in 2015, and 206 million gallons in 2016.
 
Subtracting the cellulosic and advanced biofuel quotas and biodiesel quota from the total renewable
fuel quota reveals a share of the total renewable volume to be met mainly with corn ethanol in 2016
of 11.99 bn gal, substantially below the expectations of some in the ethanol industry.
 
The rule re-proposes volumes for 2014 based on actual production and consumption of
transportation and heating fuels last year, after EPA proposed volumes for 2014 in 2013, but amid a
wave of protest from biofuels producers unhappy at lower biofuels quotas never finalized its original
proposal, leaving the program in limbo.
 
'Blend Wall'
 
Biofuel makers objected to what they say was a new EPA methodology promoted by the oil industry
that took into account the ethanol “blend wall” -- the maximum amount of ethanol that can be
blended in to the fuel supply -- saying that this resulted in a significantly less ambitious original
proposal.







 
On the conference call announcing the rule, McCabe made clear, however, that EPA is taking the
blend wall into account in the new proposal. “We do discuss the blend wall, it is an issue,” she said.
 
Some ethanol sector groups say the blend wall is the creation of the oil industry, which in many
cases controls fueling infrastructure required to dispense higher ethanol blends.
 
Tom Buis, CEO of the pro-ethanol group Growth Energy said, “Today’s proposals are better than
EPA’s initial proposed rule for 2014, but they still need significant improvement. We have sincere
concerns that these proposed numbers are not moving forward to the degree that Congress had
intended for the RFS.”
 
He said EPA's targets were the result of pressure from the oil sector, adding, “It is unfortunate that
EPA chose to side with the obligated parties who have deliberately refused to live up to their
obligation to provide consumers with a choice of fossil fuels or lower cost, higher performing,
homegrown renewable energy at the pump.”
 
Similarly, Brooke Coleman, executive director of the Advanced Ethanol Council, said, “The good news
is it is clear that EPA and the Obama administration want to send a signal to the marketplace that
domestic renewable fuel markets are going to grow. The blending targets are definitely stronger and
theoretically create new markets. . . . But Clean Air Act regulations have to have backbone to actually
achieve their ambitions, and EPA is still allowing the oil industry's refusal to comply with the RFS to
be cause to slow the program down.”
 
Grant Kimberley, executive director of the Iowa Biodiesel Board, in a statement hinted that the
group will push EPA for higher targets during the upcoming comment period on the proposal, saying,
“Although the proposed volumes in later years are lower than the reasonable increases we had
requested, and we look forward to opportunities for greater growth, these volumes still represent
advancement.”
 
'Rosy Assumptions'
 
Echoing the mixed reaction from renewable and alternative fuels groups to the proposal, oil industry
organizations also found fault with much of the rule despite EPA's acknowledgment of the blend
wall.
 
On a conference call with reporters following the agency's release of the rule, Jack Gerard, president
and CEO of the American Petroleum Institute (API), said that EPA by calling for increasing renewable
fuel volumes was ignoring the needs of consumers and making “rosy assumptions” that do not bear
scrutiny.
 
Calling on Congress to repeal or reform the program, he said that while EPA seems intent on
increasing the uptake of 15 percent and 85 percent ethanol blends (E15 and E85), consumers do not
want these higher blends.
 







Repeating API concerns that E15 will invalidate the warranties of many cars and perhaps cause
mechanical difficulties for motorists, Gerard also said EPA has ignored the strong demand among
consumers for zero percent ethanol for boats, motorcycles and other equipment not certified to run
on ethanol blends.
 
Gerard said that flat gasoline demand, combined with far greater than previously predicted domestic
oil production, has changed the energy policy landscape and invalidated the assumptions Congress
made when crafting the RFS.
 
Also, he reiterated the position of some environmental groups, such as the Environmental Working
Group, that corn-based ethanol creates greater GHG emissions than gasoline.
 
Lawmakers critical of the RFS also suggested that EPA's proposal boosts calls to overhaul the
program. Senate Environment & Public Works Committee Chairman James Inhofe (R-OK) said, “EPA's
announcement adds to the building evidence of how poorly the agency has managed the renewable
fuel standard, and how the mandate is in need of significant reform and oversight. Clearly, the
statutory volumes are unachievable.” -- Stuart Parker (sparker@iwpnews.com)








Dear Mark,


“When a government policy distorts the market so much that restaurants, our suppliers, grocery
stores and consumers are forced to pay more than we would under normal market conditions, it’s
time to change it.”


That’s a small business owner explaining the impact of the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) on
restaurants. Elevated food costs are just one of the many negative consequences of the federal
mandate requiring increasing amounts of ethanol in the nation’s fuel supply each year, regardless of
market conditions.


The RFS was in the spotlight again last week, as the Senate Environment and Public Works
Committee conducted an oversight hearing on the policy. It’s a law that certainly invites scrutiny due
to the significant and wide-ranging damage it causes. Besides raising the consumer price index for
food by 25 percent since 2005 because ethanol production has diverted nearly 40 percent of the
U.S. corn crop from food to fuel, the policy is also bad for drivers and the economy.


In testimony before the committee, Lucian Pugliaresi, president of the Energy Policy Research
Foundation, Inc. (EPRINC), shared EPRINC’s conclusion that continuing to administer the RFS as
written “would increase gasoline prices from approximately 30 cents to 50 cents a gallon” and
cautioned Congress to address “the risk to economic recovery” this poses. Mr. Pugliaresi continued:
“Lower gasoline prices are yielding annual savings for the U.S. economy of $129 billion, or an
estimated $1000 per year per household. These savings to consumers are essential for expanding
economic growth, particularly in light of the enormous losses we are seeing from rapid cuts in capital
investment in domestic oil and gas development... Great care should be taken to ensure that these
savings are not lost through a regulatory program that increases gasoline prices.”


As Mr. Pugliaresi also reminded lawmakers, “A large percentage of the gasoline-powered fleet
cannot accept fuel with more than 10 percent ethanol without damaging engines.”


In conjunction with the hearing, the National Retail Federation released testimonials from chain
restaurant owners explaining the impact of rising food prices on their small businesses. A Wendy’s
franchise owner in Virginia stated, “The corn ethanol mandate, or RFS, is costing my small company
up to $34,000 more in higher food costs per restaurant, each and every year. For our family
business, that’s approximately $374,000 a year in additional costs.” A Wisconsin Arby’s owner
concurred, explaining, “Shortly after we began our own business, the food commodity prices really
started to affect things… Our plans for growth were halted. The high food commodity costs have
kept our margins tight and our outlook unsure.”


That’s a high price to pay for a policy that was intended to cut greenhouse gas emissions but
actually increases them compared to regular gasoline, according to EPA data and multiple studies.


We’ve had 10 years to evaluate the RFS in action, and the evidence is overwhelming. It’s time to
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repeal or significantly reform this outdated, failed policy. 


Sincerely,


Jack N. Gerard
President & CEO
API
 


Market-Based Solutions Drive Emissions
Down


One of the chief goals of the RFS was to cut
greenhouse gas emissions. However, multiple
studies show the policy is actually bad for the
environment. The United States does have an
emissions reduction success story, and it’s
due to greater availability of clean-burning
natural gas, which has helped drive carbon
emissions to near 20-year lows. Read more
about the success of the U.S. model in
reducing emissions without sacrificing energy
security or economic growth.


 


 


CO2 Emissions


Follow our Blog to stay up-to-date


To stay up-to-date on the latest energy-related
news, there is no better place to check than
the Energy Tomorrow Blog.
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About API:
 
API is a national trade association that represents all segments of America’s technology-
driven oil and natural gas industry. Its more than 625 members – including large integrated
companies, exploration and production, refining, marketing, pipeline, and marine businesses,
and service and supply firms – provide most of the nation’s energy and are backed by a
growing grassroots movement of more than 25 million Americans. The industry also supports
9.8 million U.S. jobs and 8 percent of the U.S. economy and, since 2000, has invested over
$3 trillion in U.S. capital projects to advance all forms of energy, including alternatives.


 


To learn more about API and the value of oil and natural gas, please visit API.org.
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FedCenter Daily Newsletter for Tuesday, November 4, 2014


Announcements


 Home
DOI Releases Climate Change Adaptation Plan (11/03/2014) 
On 31 October 2014 the DOI released its 2014 Climate Change Adaptation Plan. The 2014
Plan focuses on the Department's work to address climate change through implementation of
Executive Order 13653 and the Department's Climate Change Adaptation Policy (523 DM 1).
Section II of this plan explains the Department's official Climate Change Adaptation Policy
and provides additional guiding principles. Section III summarizes the Department's efforts to
address climate related risks. Section IV demonstrates the Department's efforts to modernize
programs to support climate resilience investment.
Federal Agency Climate Plans Released on the Fifth Anniversary of Presidential Sustainability
Initiative (11/03/2014) 
On 31 October 2014 Federal agencies released their plans for reducing their greenhouse gas
emissions and preparing for climate change impacts such as flooding, sea level rise, severe
weather and temperature extremes. The current agency Climate Change Adaptation Plans
build on the first set of plans, which was released in February, 2013, and respond to a
November 2013 Executive Order on Preparing the United States for the Impacts of Climate
Change that established requirements for updating and reporting on progress on agency
Adaptation plans.
GreenGov Is Looking For Your Ideas! (Updated 11/03/2014) 
The White House is launching the second GreenGov Challenge! If you're a federal employee,
share your idea on how the federal government can lead by example in eight different
categories -- from climate change mitigation and resilience, to water conservation, to waste
reduction. Submissions are open until 5 December 2014. After the submission period closes,
GreenGov will release the approved submissions and all federal employees will be able to vote
for their favorite ideas.


Bookmarks


 EO 13514
Federal Agency Strategic Sustainability Performance Plans 2014 and Forward (11/03/2014) 
Section 8 of EO 13514, Federal Leadership in Environmental, Energy and Economic
Performance required each Federal agency to develop, implement, and annually update an
integrated Strategic Sustainability Performance Plan. The initial plan was submitted to CEQ
by 2 June 2010. This plan prioritizes agency actions for achieving environmental, economic,
and energy goals detailed in EO 13514.


Events
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 Conferences
03/15/2015
The 30th International Conference on Solid Waste Technology and Management
(Philadelphia, PA) (03/15/2015 - 03/18/2015 from 08:00 AM - 05:00 PM) 
Philadelphia, PA The call for abstracts for this conference included, but was not limited to, the
following topics: management, landfills, C&D waste, sludge, medical waste, use of waste
materials in construction, carbon emissions reduction, scrap tires, contaminated sites,
industrial wastes, and energy recovery.


 Natural Resources
11/18/2014
Water Quality Monitoring Using Remote Sensing Measurements: Week 1 (Web-based)
(11/18/2014 from 08:00 AM - 09:00 AM) 
The intent of this NASA course is to introduce remote sensing data, their access, analysis, and
applications for water quality (WQ) monitoring in coastal oceans, estuaries, and in-land lakes.
The class takes place over a 3 week period. Each week there are 3 identical sessions offered, 2
in English, 1 in Spanish. The focus of week 1 is "Introduction to Remote Sensing of WQ
Parameters." A certificate will be awarded to participants who attend all three sessions and
submit completed homework assigned during the course.
11/25/2014
Water Quality Monitoring Using Remote Sensing Measurements: Week 2 (Web-based)
(11/25/2014 from 08:00 AM - 09:00 AM) 
The intent of this NASA course is to introduce remote sensing data, their access, analysis, and
applications for water quality (WQ) monitoring in coastal oceans, estuaries, and in-land lakes.
The class takes place over a 3 week period. Each week there are 3 identical sessions offered, 2
in English, 1 in Spanish. The focus of week 2 is "NASA WQ Data, Access, and Tools." A
certificate will be awarded to participants who attend all three sessions and submit completed
homework assigned during the course.
12/02/2014
Water Quality Monitoring Using Remote Sensing Measurements: Week 3 (Web-based)
(12/02/2014 from 08:00 AM - 09:00 AM) 
The intent of this NASA course is to introduce remote sensing data, their access, analysis, and
applications for water quality (WQ) monitoring in coastal oceans, estuaries, and in-land lakes.
The class takes place over a 3 week period. Each week there are 3 identical sessions offered, 2
in English, 1 in Spanish. The focus of week 2 is "Overview and Future Prospects of Remote
Sensing of WQ Monitoring and Case Studies of Accessing WQ Data." A certificate will be
awarded to participants who attend all three sessions and submit completed homework
assigned during the course.


 Pollution Prevention
11/13/2014
The Changing "Waste" Stream (Web-based) (11/13/2014 from 01:00 PM - 02:30 PM) 
Technology is changing what Americans consume, the way they consume, and where they
consume. From the food we eat (i.e., soup in boxes, frozen food in pouches, and bottled water
instead of soda) to the products we buy (i.e., tablets, smart phones instead of newspapers) and
the way in which we buy them (i.e., on-line shopping). Recyclers across the U.S. are
confronted with the realities of the changing waste stream, and the broader range of
recyclables collected in single stream recycling programs - all at the same time that global
markets are constricting. This ultimately trickles down to local community recycling
programs, including the need for robust public education and outreach efforts, and changes in
recycling partnerships.
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11/18/2014
Managing Wasted Food with Anaerobic Digestion: Incentives and Innovations (Web-based)
(11/18/2014 from 01:00 PM - 02:30 PM) 
This session will benefit operators, utility management, engineering consultants, project
developers, regulators and academics interested in the economic, regulatory, and technological
advances incentivizing the anaerobic digestion (AD) of wasted food. You will hear about
federal and state initiatives supporting the Anaerobic Digestion of wasted food, including the
EPA's Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS). David Babson of EPA's Transportation and Climate
Change division will speak about the RFS, which mandates that 36 billion gallons of
renewable fuel be blended into the nation's transportation fuel by 2022. Caitlin Sparks with the
Prasino Group will provide a broad overview of the national and California incentives
advancing wasted food AD projects. You will also hear from two AD project developers:
Brandon Julian of Pure Energy Group (PEG) and Mel Kurtz of Quasar Energy. Mr. Julian will
describe PEG's high-rate anaerobic digestion technology, which converts organic waste
streams, such as food and other organic urban waste, into renewable clean energy. PEG
recently completed construction of a waste-to-energy system at a California brewery. Mr.
Kurtz will describe Quasar's turn-key solutions to waste management, describing several of
the company's stand-alone and co-digestion projects in Ohio, Massachusetts and New York.
This is sponsored by the EPA's Sustainable Materials Management (SMM) Web Academy.


 Sustainability
11/18/2014
How to Track and Evaluate Local Sustainability Projects (Web-based) (11/18/2014 from
01:00 PM - 02:30 PM) 
Measuring, evaluating, and reporting on progress is an important part of local sustainability
projects and programs. Tracking and analyzing results can help local entities assess program
performance and success, identify specific areas for improvement or expansion, and make
informed decisions about future actions. Public reporting can help generate interest in a
project, promote accountability, demonstrate success, and attract political and financial
support. You'll learn about two new federal resources to help you measure, track, and report
progress, based directly on the experiences of local governments across the country, and hear
from one case study taking place in northwest Washington working to evaluate economic
impacts of the program


 Training
11/13/2014
The Changing "Waste" Stream (Web-based) (11/13/2014 from 01:00 PM - 02:30 PM) 
Technology is changing what Americans consume, the way they consume, and where they
consume. From the food we eat (i.e., soup in boxes, frozen food in pouches, and bottled water
instead of soda) to the products we buy (i.e., tablets, smart phones instead of newspapers) and
the way in which we buy them (i.e., on-line shopping). Recyclers across the U.S. are
confronted with the realities of the changing waste stream, and the broader range of
recyclables collected in single stream recycling programs - all at the same time that global
markets are constricting. This ultimately trickles down to local community recycling
programs, including the need for robust public education and outreach efforts, and changes in
recycling partnerships.
11/18/2014
Water Quality Monitoring Using Remote Sensing Measurements: Week 1 (Web-based)
(11/18/2014 from 08:00 AM - 09:00 AM) 
The intent of this NASA course is to introduce remote sensing data, their access, analysis, and
applications for water quality (WQ) monitoring in coastal oceans, estuaries, and in-land lakes.
The class takes place over a 3 week period. Each week there are 3 identical sessions offered, 2
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in English, 1 in Spanish. The focus of week 1 is "Introduction to Remote Sensing of WQ
Parameters." A certificate will be awarded to participants who attend all three sessions and
submit completed homework assigned during the course.
How to Track and Evaluate Local Sustainability Projects (Web-based) (11/18/2014 from
01:00 PM - 02:30 PM) 
Measuring, evaluating, and reporting on progress is an important part of local sustainability
projects and programs. Tracking and analyzing results can help local entities assess program
performance and success, identify specific areas for improvement or expansion, and make
informed decisions about future actions. Public reporting can help generate interest in a
project, promote accountability, demonstrate success, and attract political and financial
support. You'll learn about two new federal resources to help you measure, track, and report
progress, based directly on the experiences of local governments across the country, and hear
from one case study taking place in northwest Washington working to evaluate economic
impacts of the program
Managing Wasted Food with Anaerobic Digestion: Incentives and Innovations (Web-based)
(11/18/2014 from 01:00 PM - 02:30 PM) 
This session will benefit operators, utility management, engineering consultants, project
developers, regulators and academics interested in the economic, regulatory, and technological
advances incentivizing the anaerobic digestion (AD) of wasted food. You will hear about
federal and state initiatives supporting the Anaerobic Digestion of wasted food, including the
EPA's Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS). David Babson of EPA's Transportation and Climate
Change division will speak about the RFS, which mandates that 36 billion gallons of
renewable fuel be blended into the nation's transportation fuel by 2022. Caitlin Sparks with the
Prasino Group will provide a broad overview of the national and California incentives
advancing wasted food AD projects. You will also hear from two AD project developers:
Brandon Julian of Pure Energy Group (PEG) and Mel Kurtz of Quasar Energy. Mr. Julian will
describe PEG's high-rate anaerobic digestion technology, which converts organic waste
streams, such as food and other organic urban waste, into renewable clean energy. PEG
recently completed construction of a waste-to-energy system at a California brewery. Mr.
Kurtz will describe Quasar's turn-key solutions to waste management, describing several of
the company's stand-alone and co-digestion projects in Ohio, Massachusetts and New York.
This is sponsored by the EPA's Sustainable Materials Management (SMM) Web Academy.
11/25/2014
Water Quality Monitoring Using Remote Sensing Measurements: Week 2 (Web-based)
(11/25/2014 from 08:00 AM - 09:00 AM) 
The intent of this NASA course is to introduce remote sensing data, their access, analysis, and
applications for water quality (WQ) monitoring in coastal oceans, estuaries, and in-land lakes.
The class takes place over a 3 week period. Each week there are 3 identical sessions offered, 2
in English, 1 in Spanish. The focus of week 2 is "NASA WQ Data, Access, and Tools." A
certificate will be awarded to participants who attend all three sessions and submit completed
homework assigned during the course.
12/02/2014
Water Quality Monitoring Using Remote Sensing Measurements: Week 3 (Web-based)
(12/02/2014 from 08:00 AM - 09:00 AM) 
The intent of this NASA course is to introduce remote sensing data, their access, analysis, and
applications for water quality (WQ) monitoring in coastal oceans, estuaries, and in-land lakes.
The class takes place over a 3 week period. Each week there are 3 identical sessions offered, 2
in English, 1 in Spanish. The focus of week 2 is "Overview and Future Prospects of Remote
Sensing of WQ Monitoring and Case Studies of Accessing WQ Data." A certificate will be
awarded to participants who attend all three sessions and submit completed homework
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assigned during the course.


Like Us on Facebook! Follow Us on Twitter!


This newsletter is being brought to you by FedCenter, whose sole focus is assisting federal
facilities meet their environmental stewardship and compliance needs. FedCenter major
program areas include Executive Orders 13514 and 13423, Environmental Compliance,
Acquisition, Cleanup, EMS, Energy, Greenhouse Gases, High Performance Buildings, NEPA,
Electronics Stewardship, Pollution Prevention, Chemical Management, Sustainability,
Transportation, Climate Change Adaptation, Water Efficiency and Natural Resources.
Additional compliance assistance information, collaboration tools and support services are
also provided. Visit our website at http://www.fedcenter.gov and let us know what you think
about the Center and how we can be of assistance to you.


Because you are a FedCenter member, you have the option of receiving this information
update on a daily, weekly or monthly basis. To change your preferences, or if you do not wish
to continue receiving this newsletter, please visit the site at http://www.fedcenter.gov/login, go
to Members->My Page, and click the Subscriptions link.


Thanks for visiting FedCenter!
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Daily Environment Report
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Thursday, January 9, 2014 · Number 6 


The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you
by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted
and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have
any questions or no longer wish to receive these messages,
please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-
566-2370.


NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA Proposes More Air Toxics Controls
For Amino, Phenolic Resin Facilities
The Environmental Protection Agency is proposing to require
facilities that produce amino and phenolic resins to control air
toxics emissions from continuous process vents, a change that
would affect two facilities, costing $1.1 million...


Air Pollution
House Votes to End Car Dealer Requirement
To Certify Vehicles Meet Emissions Standards
The House passed a bill Jan. 8 to end a requirement that auto
dealers certify that new vehicles meet pollutant emissions
standards, a decades-old Clean Air Act provision widely seen as
outdated since auto makers already have to ensure the same...


Budget
EPA, Interior Appropriations Bill Expected
To Be Released by Jan. 10, Calvert Says
House and Senate appropriators "are pretty much done" writing
an appropriations bill that would fund the Environmental
Protection Agency and the Interior Department for fiscal 2014,
Rep. Ken Calvert (R-Calif.) told reporters...


Climate Change
Plant Emissions Could Be Cut 74 Percent by 2025
The Environmental Protection Agency's efforts to limit carbon
dioxide releases from existing U.S. power plants could reduce the
sector's emissions by 31 percent from today's levels by 2020 and
74 percent below by 2025 if the...


Climate Change
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White House Adviser Takes on Skeptics, Says
Rising Temperatures Make Cold Spells Likely
The top White House science adviser posted a video Jan. 8
pushing back against climate science skeptics who argue that this
week’s cold spell proves that global warming is a hoax....


Emissions Trading
Cost of Carbon Emissions Poised to Rise
As EU Member States Advance Market Fix
Carbon prices are poised to rebound from a three-year slump as
European Union member states backed a stopgap plan to reduce
a record glut of pollution permits....


Endangered Species
Ohio Air National Guard Wind Turbine
Target of Lawsuit Planned by Activists
Wildlife activists plan to sue the Ohio Air National Guard for
violating the Endangered Species Act and other federal laws by
installing a wind turbine on the shores of Lake Erie....


Energy
Chamber of Commerce President Predicts
End of 40-Year-Old Ban on Crude Oil Exports
The head of the nation's largest business lobbying organization
predicted Jan. 8 that a nearly 40-year ban on the export of crude
oil will be lifted. ...


Energy
Effort to Change Renewables Standard
Unlikely to Advance, Rep. Shimkus Says
Rep. John Shimkus (R-Ill.), one of four House Energy and
Commerce Committee members charged with crafting legislation
to change the renewable fuel standard (RFS), said Jan. 8 the
effort doesn't have enough congressional support to advance....


Energy
Goldman Sachs Private Fund Sells
Stake in Company Planning Export Terminal
Goldman Sachs Infrastructure Partners has sold its equity interest
in a company seeking to build a terminal to export coal to Asia
that has generated widespread opposition from grassroots and
environmental groups....


Energy
Ways and Means Members Say No Action
Under Way to Address Expired Tax Extenders
Senior members of the House Ways and Means Committee said
Jan. 8 they have no plans to begin work on legislation to address
expired tax extenders any time soon, dimming the prospects for
the reinstatement of tax credits for renewable energy and...


EPA
Enforcement Cuts, Lack of Detail on Climate
Lead Concerns About EPA Strategic Plan
Reductions in enforcement resources and a lack of detail on
greenhouse gas regulations are among the concerns groups
raised in comments on the Environmental Protection Agency's
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draft strategic plan for fiscal years 2014-2018....


Hazmat Transport
PHMSA Schedules Industry, First Responder Training
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration will
hold more than 45 free training sessions on federal hazardous
materials transport regulations in 2014, the agency announced
Jan. 8. The Hazardous Materials Safety Assistance...


Mining
Four Senators Seek Nominee's Commitment
On Integrity of Stream Protection Rule
Four senators sent a letter Jan. 8 to an Interior Department
nominee to ask that she commit to ensuring that the department
does not "rig" job loss estimates associated with a proposed
stream protection rule....


Pesticides
EPA Awards Grants for Studies
To Reduce Pesticide Risk to Bees
The Environmental Protection Agency is funding three
independent studies on integrated pest management practices,
with a goal of reducing the use of pesticides that can be
hazardous to honey bees and other pollinators, the agency said
Jan....


Pesticides
EPA to Host Technical Workshop on Antimicrobials
The Environmental Protection Agency and the Consumer Specialty
Products Association, a trade association representing companies
that manufacture and distribute disinfectants and other household
products, will host a two-day technical...


Pipeline Safety
House Votes to Eliminate Pipeline Grant Report
The House unanimously voted to pass a bill (H.R. 3628) that
would eliminate "unnecessary" federal reporting requirements,
including an annual report to Congress on pipeline safety
information grants. The legislation, which passed...


Regulatory Policy
Farmers, Ranchers Could Feel Effects
Of Challenges to EPA Regulatory Authority
Farmers and ranchers will be affected by how courts rule in 2014
on challenges to the Environmental Protection Agency's authority
to regulate greenhouse gases from stationary sources, to regulate
agricultural stormwater at poultry...


Solid Waste
Precedent Set by Court Ruling to Uphold
Expansion of San Francisco Plastic Bag Ban
The California Court of Appeal has changed its mind and
published a unanimous decision to uphold San Francisco's
expansion of the first-in-the-nation plastic bag ban so lower
courts may cite the case as precedent should other
municipalities...
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Superfund
House Will Consider Bill Jan. 9 to Modify
Superfund Law; White House Threatens Veto
The House plans to take up a hybrid waste bill Jan. 9 that would
modify the superfund statute to give states a greater role in the
cleanup process, require federal facilities to follow state and local
laws during cleanups and ease the requirements...


Toxic Substances
Paint Manufacturers Planning Appeal
Of $1.15 Billion Lead Abatement Judgment
Three paint manufacturers Jan. 8 announced they intend to
appeal a state judge's order to pay $1.15 billion to fund extensive
abatement of lead paint inside thousands of California homes
(California v. Atlantic Richfield Co., Cal. Super....


Trade
Judges Focus on First Amendment Issues
In Case Weighing SEC Conflict Minerals Rule
Judges from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit Jan. 7 closely questioned a Securities and Exchange
Commission attorney on the First Amendment implications of a
rule requiring companies to disclose their use of conflict...


Water Pollution
Conservation Program Deadline Extended to Feb. 7
Farmers and ranchers have until Feb. 7 to submit applications to
enroll in the Agriculture Department program that pays farmers
and ranchers to undertake conservation activities, such as
improving drainage and reducing erosion, on their...


Water Pollution
EPA Completes Revised General Permit
For Offshore California Oil, Gas Pollution
A final general permit authorizing water pollution discharges from
oil and gas operations off the coast of Southern California has
been completed, the Environmental Protection agency said Jan.
8....


Water Pollution
Group Gives Mississippi River Basin Initiative
High Marks for Targeting Nutrient Runoff
An assessment of the Agriculture Department's initiative to
improve water quality in the Mississippi River Basin received high
marks for targeting funds at projects designed to restore erodible
farmlands where nutrient runoff levels...


Water Pollution
Maryland OKs $2.3 Million for Wastewater Projects
The Maryland Board of Public Works approved $2.3 million in
funding to eliminate combined sewage-stormwater overflows in
one community and support operations and maintenance of 18
sewage treatment plants operating at enhanced nutrient...


Water Pollution
Water Act Permit Shield Should Apply
To All Permit Holders, Industry Brief Says
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A federal appeals court should rule that a Clean Water Act
discharge permit shield applies to all companies with valid
permits, protecting them from enforcement for discharges of
pollutants not specifically limited in the permit, industry...
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Ethanol Sector Faults Oil Industry Bid For RFS Waivers
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 12:46:09 PM


http://insideepa.com/news-briefs/ethanol-sector-faults-oil-industry-bid-rfs-waivers
 
Ethanol Sector Faults Oil Industry Bid For RFS Waivers
Posted: May 12, 2015
 
 
A top ethanol sector official is faulting the oil industry's bid to secure waivers from having to meet
fuel blending targets under EPA's renewable fuel standard (RFS) by citing inadequate infrastructure
to distribute ethanol to satisfy the goals, warning that granting the request would set a bad
precedent to avoid other Clean Air Act mandates.
 
Brooke Coleman, executive director of the Advanced Ethanol Council, said on a May 12 call with
reporters that if oil companies can persuade EPA to lower renewable fuel volume mandates in its
upcoming multi-year RFS based on the ethanol “blend wall” -- the point at which no more ethanol
can be blended into the fuel supply -- they will have in effect avoided RFS compliance by creating
their own obstacles to the program's implementation.
 
The American Petroleum Institute and American Fuel and Petrochemical Manufacturers, groups
representing oil producers and refiners, argue that infrastructure restrictions and the current vehicle
fleet limit the uptake of ethanol into the fuel supply, but ethanol advocates say that the oil sector is
responsible for the problem.
 
Most gasoline sold across the country is a 10 percent ethanol blend (E10), and although a higher
blend, E15, is approved for sale, few gas stations sell it and older vehicles are not designed to use it.
A high ethanol blend, E85, is also approved for sale in “flex fuel” vehicles, but these represent a small
portion of the total fleet.
 
Renewable Fuels Association President and CEO Bob Dinneen on the May 12 call said the blend wall
is “nonsense,” created by the oil sector “trying desperately to hold onto its monopoly” in the fuels
market.
 
Oil groups deny that claim and say the lack of infrastructure justifies waiving RFS renewable fuel
goals, which are largely met through production of corn ethanol. Although there is no direct ethanol
mandate written into law, critics of the RFS say the heavy reliance on ethanol to meet the program
makes it an implicit mandate.
 
But Coleman warned that if the oil sector succeeds in getting EPA to waive some RFS requirements
due to an alleged lack of infrastructure, “That becomes a playbook for how to avoid other Clean Air
Act programs,” including EPA's forthcoming final rule limiting greenhouse gases (GHG) from existing
power plants.
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Opponents of EPA's GHG rule proposed under air law section 111(d) are calling for states not to craft
compliance plans, saying that if enough states did so, this could call into question the viability of the
GHG rule.
 
Meanwhile, Coleman and other renewable fuel industry officials used the call to tout a new
advertising campaign urging EPA to set ambitious fuel goals in its pending RFS for 2014 through
2016.
 
Ethanol groups faulted EPA's previous proposed version of the 2014 RFS, in which the agency
lowered fuel volumes requirements to acknowledge the “blend wall” and also lower than expected
cellulosic production. But the agency on May 7 withdrew the final version of that rule from White
House review.
 
In its place, the agency the same day submitted for pre-publication analysis its multi-year RFS, which
under a consent decree with the oil sector it must propose by June 1 and issue in final form by Nov.
30.
 
Dinneen said that the choice of methodology in how to set the RFS will be decided by the White
House, not EPA. “Ultimately this is not something that EPA will decide,” he said. “This is the White
House's call.”
 
Related News | Climate Policy Watch | Energy |








From: Barrows, Judy
To: Hagan, Lela; Knighton, Erin
Cc: Hoskinson, Carolyn; Barolo, Mark
Subject: Updated - FY2016 Tribal RSOs Workbook 2-24-16.xlsx to include Region 4"s request for $$
Date: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 11:21:50 AM
Attachments: FY2016 Tribal RSOs Workbook 2-24-16.xlsx
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1. 16 Funding Requests 





						1. FY 2016 Funding Requests





			Region 1			Amounts by Funding Source									Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


						EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


			None


			Region 2			Amounts by Funding Source									Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


						EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


												$50,000			Proper closure of remaining monitoring wells (BERS Contract)


			Total									$50,000


			Region 4			Amounts by Funding Source									Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


						EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


									$   21,000						1/4 person on Choctaw to help with (improve) complinace 


			Total						$   21,000


			Region 5			Amounts by Funding Source									Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


						EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


									$327,500						We are requesting the amount of money that we used to fund our DITCAs last year (when we were able to use some deobligated money) except for a small increase for Red Lake because they need more money to cover work outside of Red Lake.  We believe we have funded the largest tribes or otherwise have a mechanism to cover compliance assistance and inspections in most of the tribes that have the largest universes.  We are looking to expand more coverage into Wisconsin tribes either by using Oneida’s expertise or by encouraging MN DITCA grantees to cover them.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   InterTribal Council of Michigan DITCA (covers 33 facilities in 11 tribes in MI)  $78,000
Oneida  DITCA (covers 22 facilities in Oneida. we will ask them to pursue formal agreements with other tribes to inspect outside Oneida once Mike Arce is credentialed) $70,000
Red Lake Band of Chippewa DITCA (covers 10 facilities in Red Lake plus has formal agreement to inspect 17 more facilities in 8 other reservations.  John LeBlanc is credentialed inspector. $75,000
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe DITCA (covers 15 facilities in Mille Lacs.  Tribe is working on credentialing new inspectors.  Tribe had formal agreement in place to conduct inspections 8 other facilities at 4 other tribes.  $33,000
Leech Lake DITCA (covers 19 facilities in Leech Lake.  Ben Beloit is in final stage of getting his credentials. $39,000
White Earth DITCA (covers 19 facilities in White Earth).  Richard is moving towards credentials but does not have them. $32,500



												$850,000			Total LUST Cleanup Funds Requested for Direct Site work- $830,000
SEE for LUST Cleanup Work $20,000
We requested $510,000 in FY15 and was approved for $382,500.  We didn’t request any LUST cleanup money to fund Joan Downey because money acquired for Fred Becker in FY14 was still available.  We are reassessing our UST and LUST SEE needs at this time.  We still have money left over (estimated at $50,000) in the Site 383 account [Downey] that we can apply to a combined UST/LUST SEE.  That amount may be enough to fund a SEE for close to a year.  Exact figures will be to the region on 12/8/15.  Estimate need at $20,000

Tower Standard (Lac du Flambeau, WI)- Field work indicates that soil and groundwater is heavily contaminated and moving toward the nearby lake and under a motel. Additional wells are needed to complete plume definition on land, lake bed sampling is necessary to determine if contaminated groundwater is upwelling into the lake, soil sampling is needed to better define the source area, and soil vapor sampling is required to determine if motel residents are at risk from VI. Additionally, soil removal may be necessary to respond to the tribe’s concerns about a continuing source of contaminants moving to the lake and other nearby water bodies. Request- $275,000

Preston’s (Red Lake, MN)- Preliminary data from the site investigation in fall 2015 indicated that groundwater is contaminated from the source area to near the river, and soil vapor levels exceed screening levels at locations between the source and the residence. The next phase of work will include permanent monitoring wells, additional soil vapor sampling in or around the home, gw sampling and possible source soil removal.  Request- $175,000

Boivin (Menominee, WI)- We are completing the last round of sediment pore water sampling this fall. The site Conceptual Site Model will need to be updated and the investigation report finalized using the new data, including an estimate of contaminant loading to the river. An information package will need to be prepared to share with the tribe during the consultation process. We will need a corrective measures study/feasibility study prepared if remedial action is needed after consulting with the tribe. Request- $120,000.

Rosebush (Isabella Saginaw Chippewa, MI) Field work completed this year included the installation of 2 new wells to determine whether contaminated groundwater is moving off-site. Three more rounds of gw samples will need to be collected, and then a feasibility study written to share with the tribe. Possible remedial action to follow. Request- $110,000

Chief’s Place (White Earth, MN)- Additional work was delayed due to lack of funding. Two additional monitoring wells need to be installed to complete plume definition, and 3-4 rounds of samples collected from all wells. Once this is completed we can determine whether cleanup is necessary. Request- $90,000

Status Memos for Sites for the Consultation Process (various reservations)- Some RP-lead sites are actively seeking closure and we have a need to produce status memos for RP-lead sites to share with tribes as part of the consultation process. We need to produce a document for the file which provides the current status of the site, contamination history, ownership, etc., that we can share with the tribes when we ask for their input as part of the closure process. These memos will serve as part of our Administrative Record for the site and as basis for moving forward with closure requirements, such as ICs. Because some of the files are voluminous and are housed at the Region 5 office, it would save money and time to have funds available in our REPA contract to provide this service. Files could be borrowed and returned, negating the need to scan reports or make copies for transmittal to BERS. Propose to start with 3 sites. Request- $60,000



						0									The UST SEE function may be combined with the LUST SEE.  No funds requested under EPM for UST needs.


						??						??			USTrac support


			Total			0			$327,500			$850,000


			Region 6			Amounts by Funding Source									Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


						EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


									$175,000						Eight Northern Indian Pueblo Council: These funds will be utilized to provide funding to the Office of Environmental and Technical Assistance (OETA) for providing on-site monitoring and technical assistance at tribal UST facilities at pueblos and tribes in New Mexico, with the exception of the tribes assigned to Region 9, and Texas.


									$175,000						Cherokee Nation: These funds will be utilized to provide funding to the Inter-Tribal Environmental Council (ITEC) for providing on-site monitoring and technical assistance at tribal UST facilities at all ITEC member tribes and tribes in Oklahoma, Louisiana and Texas


						$   -						$   -			No EPM or LUST cleanup funds requested


			Total						$350,000


			Region 7			Amounts by Funding Source									Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


						EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


												$100,000			Logan’s Creek tribal LUST site, Omaha Reservation, NE  This phase of work will hopefully result in the verification that this site is ready for a Risk Based Corrective Action Closure.  The scope of work for the next (and hopefully final) phase of work would include the following:
a. Historical Data Compilation and Analysis
b. Final Physical Survey of Affected Area and Incorporation of Closure Data
c. Draft Closure Report
d. Individual Notices to Affected Parties
e. Public Notice/Meeting/Comments/Addressing Comments
f. Drafting and Recording of Deed Notice
g. Final Closure Report
h. Monitoring Well Closure/Pavement Repairs/Waste Disposal


						$   20,000									Tribal EPM to fund a new SEE position for mid FY16 through mid FY17


			Total			$   20,000						$100,000


			Region 8			Amounts by Funding Source									Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


						EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


						$   44,000						$94,000			SEES (3)


						$   3,000									UST Field supplies


									$   500,000						Tribal Grants


									$   100,000						IAGs with HIS (2)


												$   12,000			LUST Sampling Equip/Supplies


												$   60,000			Laboratory Support 


															LUST contracts $850,000


												$50,000			LongHorn Soil Excavation


												$45,000			Longhorn Chem Ox


												$30,000			Potter Family Trust Well Replacement


												$50,000			Potter Family Trust Soil Excavation


												$35,000			Old Hill Top Well Abandonment


												$45,000			TimberLake- Well Abandonment


												$120,000			Ranks O&M -1 year


												$45,000			Custers Well Abandonement


												$40,000			Batesland O&M 1 year


												$50,000			Batesland Surfatant Injections


												$40,000			Batesland EFR


												$75,000			Pine Ridge O and M 1- year


												$50,000			Pine Ridge Surfactant Injections


												$40,000			Pine Ridge EFR


												$60,000			Morning Star Site Assessment


												$75,000			George's BP (O and M -1 Year)





			Total			$   47,000			$   600,000			$1,016,000


			Region 9			Amounts by Funding Source									Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


						EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


						$17,900						$   17,900			O &M of database operations - more effective management including LUST $$ expenditures and reporting


						$45,000						$   45,000			2 SEEs-Enforcement Division-Pastori- (LP) for UST inspections support  & Land Division-Harrington- (LCA) 


									$   50,000						NAEPC (25 facilities)


									$   50,000						ITCA (23 facilities)


									$   320,000						Navajo  UST Grant (100 facilities prevention) EPAct inspections, o/o training, enforcement of SNCs including Navajo Fuel Bans; 103 facilities


												$   250,000			Navajo LUST Grant Staff/Program (Cleanup)  Staff, legal support, training, equipment-- Ongoing site monitoring and remediations, enforcement of Navajo cleanup standards


												$   250,000			Navajo Grant -Tribal Lead cleanup ( NNEPA high prioirity sites)  Pic N Run, Chinle Hay Sales, Sweetwater, Teesto Store


									$   50,000			$   400,000			IA with US Army Corps. Of Engineers (ACE) -suspected release sites, O &M  -Staff support/Technical reviews/Oversight/8 Suspected Sites/Ongoing Response- $13k/month for Tess


												$   80,000			Corps led-BISH001-Jackson Trucking; funding for PVI study & reimburse FY'15 excavations costs (FY'15 OUST provided $80k but R9 spent $128k to over excavate site)


												$   100,000			Corps led-GILA026-Arizona Traders-  Sounding of groundwater monitoring wells & first sampling in 5 years


												$   80,000			Corps led- NAV046-Bond & Bond- Product Removal/Securing GWM wells in semi parking area


												$   80,000			Corps led- NAV049-Painted Desert- Recent site work discovered more extensive free product at site; re-ranking pending


												$   300,000			NAV185 Davis Chevrolet, Tuba, City, AZ; See Optimization Report & R9 OUST memo -ongoing remediation/public meetings  


												$   85,000			CRIT002-Telles Ranch; Ongoing O&M/ Excavation-sheen in canal


												$   50,000			CRIT019-Paradise Point ¶¶ & CRIT014/CRIT040  Ongoing O&M/Trace levels of MTBE in PWS and adjacent to Colorado River





			Total			$62,900			$   470,000			$1,737,900


			Region 10			Amounts by Funding Source									Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


						EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


						$10,000									SEE Records Management- (requested $20k split funded) Says could be Prevention?)


						??									USTRac Support


									$97,046						Fuly Fund existing Yakama gran ending 9/3/16 ($22k); See money for new Yakama grant beginning 10/1/16($75k)


												$   90,000			BERS risk assessment Wester Gas LUST site ($60k), BERs decommission 15 monitoring wells from 2002 Serv Um Self site ($30k)


			Total			$10,000			$   97,046			$90,000


			Headquarters


						Amounts by Funding Source


						EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


			National Tribal Grant						$   200,000


			ITEP									$   20,000


			USTrac			30,000						30,000


			Subtotal HQ			30000			$   200,000			50000


			GRAND TOTAL			$169,900			$2,065,546			$3,893,900


			FY16 Budget			$475,000


			Available Less Requests








R8 Funding breakdown


			EPA Region 8 2016 LUST Clean-Up Projections


			Site			Tasks			Costs


			Longhorn Services			Soil Excavation			$   50,000


						Chem-ox			$   45,000


			Potter Family Trust			Well Replacement			$   30,000


						Soil Excavation			$   50,000


			Old Hill Top			Well Abandonment			$   35,000


			Timber Lake			Well Abandonment			$   45,000


			Rank's 			O&M - 1 Year			$   120,000


			Custer's			Well Abandonment			$   45,000


			Batesland			O&M - 1 year			$   40,000


						Surfactant Injections			$   50,000


						EFR			$   40,000


			Pine Ridge 			O&M - 1 year			$   75,000


						Surfactant Injections			$   50,000


						EFR			$   40,000


			Morning Star			Site Assessment			$   60,000


			George's BP			O&M - 1 Year			$   75,000


			Total						$   850,000


			Tribal UST Funding


						Tanks			Facilities			FY16 Estimate


			CSKT (83 USTS= 78 USTs+6 TOU/29 Fac) 			83			29			$75,000


			Standing Rock (29 USTs+2 TOU/13 fac) 			31			13			$75,000


			Pine Ridge (23 USTs-= 19 +4 TOU/ 12 Fac) 			19			12			$70,000


			Fort Peck (38 USTs/12 Fac) 			38			12			$40,000


			Blackfeet (33=31+3TOU/12 Fac) 			33			12			$40,000


			Rosebud (27=22+5TOU/11 Fac) 			27			11			$50,000


			Three Affiliated (44= 41+3TOU/26 Fac) 			44			10			$35,000


			Cheyenne River			22			9			$50,000


			Turtle Mountain (16 USTs - 14+2TOU/8 Fac) 			16			8			$50,000


			Crow Creek (11+3 TOU)			14			6			$35,000


			Sisseton-Wahpeton (30+4 TOU)			34			3			$25,000


			Northern Cheyenne			5			2			$25,000


			TOTAL									$570,000








R9 Summary Request


			Summary of Region 9 FY'16 Funding Request 


			State/Tribal


			State STAG									$325,000


			State EPM									$350,000


			Tribal EPM									$62,900


			Tribal LUST Corrective Action									$1,737,900


			Tribal LUST Prevention									$470,000





			Total R9 Request									$   2,945,800








R9 STAG & EPM Request


			State			STAG Request						Comment


			Arizona						$   50,000			SPA/MOU support


			California						$   50,000			SPA/MOU support


			Hawaii						$   50,000			SPA/MOU support


			Nevada						$   50,000			SPA/MOU support


			Guam						$   50,000			SPA/MOU support & UST program operations


			CNMI						$   50,000			SPA/MOU support & UST program operations


			AS						$   25,000			UST Program operations


			TOTAL						$   325,000


			State			EPM Request						Comment


			Hawaii (EPA)						$200,000			Red Hill Prevention Activities


			New UST Rule Implementation						$150,000			Support to our counterparts for training & implementation of new regs including Field Constructed Tanks & Airport Fuel Hydrant systems 





			TOTAL						$   350,000

















R9 Tribal EPM LUST P and C


			R9 FY2016 Tribal RSO Request to OUST


			Project Description									FY'16 Requested Funding									 									Project Category                                                                               (check all that apply)															Indicate readiness for action and expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


						R9 Risk Level						EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup - Needed Funding			Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance									Capacity Building			Compliance Assistance			EPAct			Cleanups			Other


			Summary of Reqquest Totals									$   62,900			$   520,000			$   1,737,900			 


			Administrative O & M


			R9 Database O & M 									$17,900						$   17,900			O &M of database operations - more effective management including LUST $$ expenditures and reporting															X									NOWCC for inspection and enforcement support.


			NOWCC									$45,000			$   - 0			$   45,000			2 SEEs-Enforcement Division-Pastori- (LP) for UST inspections support  & Land Division-Harrington- (LCA) 


			Subtotal									$62,900			$   - 0			$   62,900


			Grants															 


			NAEPC (25 facilities)												$   50,000						25 facilities in coalition


			ITCA (23 facilities)												$   50,000						23 facilities in coalition


			Navajo  UST Grant (100 facilities prevention)												$   320,000						EPAct inspections, o/o training, enforcement of SNCs including Navajo Fuel Bans; 103 facilities																		X			X			Assist Navajo Nation EPA with conducting cleanups of LUST sites, includes personnel costs, costs for subcontractors for sampling and other environmental services.


			Navajo LUST Grant Staff/Program (Cleanup)															$   250,000			Staff, legal support, training, equipment-- Ongoing site monitoring and remediations, enforcement of Navajo cleanup standards																		X						Request additional funds for cleanup of site, funds to be applied to Army Corps. Of Engineer IA, who will contract cleanup activities.									 


			Navajo Grant -Tribal Lead cleanup ( NNEPA high prioirity sites)															$   250,000			Site work--see sites highlighted in yellow below


			NAV322, Pic N Run, Chinle, AZ			 												 			Ongoing Source Removal/Groundwater remediation 																		X						Request additional funds for cleanup of site, funds to be applied to Naational Tribal Contract for additional site activities, including re-start and O&M of system, well and system repairs. For LUST National Tribal Contract.


			NAV401-Chinle Hay Sales			 															Ongoing Source Removal/Groundwater remediation 																					X			Conduct RP Ability to Pay Analysis


			NAV315 Sweetwater Trading Post																		Ongoing Source Removal/Groundwater remediation 


			NAV417-NAVAJO WESTERNERS TEESTO  STORE**																		Suspected Release Site by Chapter House; UST removed but no sampling done


			Subtotal												$   420,000			$   500,000


			Site Work-Army Corp


			IA with US Army Corps. Of Engineers (ACE) -suspected release sites, O &M												$   50,000			$   400,000			Staff support/Technical reviews/Oversight/8 Suspected Sites/Ongoing Response- $13k/month for Tess															X									Contract inspections of operating sites in Indian country to assist in EPAct compliance.


			BISH001-Jackson Trucking			2									 			$   80,000			Funding for PVI study & reimburse FY'15 excavations costs (FY'15 OUST provided $80k but R9 spent $128k to over excavate site)


			GILA026-Arizona Traders ¶¶			3												$   100,000			Sounding of groundwater monitoring wells & first sampling in 5 years


			NAV046-Bond & Bond ¶¶			2												$   80,000			Product Removal/Securing GWM wells in semi parking area


			NAV049-Painted Desert ¶¶			2#												$   80,000			Recent site work discovered more extensive free product at site; re-ranking pending


			Subtotal												$   50,000			$   740,000


			Ongoing Site Work - Federal lead-BERS


			NAV185 Davis Chevrolet, Tuba, City, AZ   			1												$   300,000			See Optimization Report & R9 OUST memo -ongoing remediation/public meetings																		X						Request additional funds for cleanup of site, funds to be applied to National Tribal Contract for additional site activities, including excavation and hauling off of petroleum contaminated soils. For LUST National Tribal Contract.


			CRIT002-Telles Ranch			2												$   85,000			Ongoing O&M/ Excavation-sheen in canal


			CRIT019-Paradise Point ¶¶ & CRIT014/CRIT040   			1												$   50,000			Ongoing O&M/Trace levels of MTBE in PWS and adjacent to Colorado River





			Subtotal												$   - 0			$   435,000





			TOTAL									$   62,900			$   470,000			$   1,737,900


			** OUST Memo required


			# Pendng re-ranking


			FY 15 Approved Amounts									$   57,889			$   420,000			$   920,000



































R9 Tribal LUST sites


			FY 15 EPA Region 9 Priority Sites


			Location			Tribe			Location Name			Project Manager			Score			RP			LUST ReleaseType			LUST ReleaseStatus			ReleaseAge(years)			Event Begin			HistoricalLUST Approval			Total Fed  Lust Approval			Total Site  Budget Allocation			Total Site Expenditure			Balance			Long Term Est			Comments on Estimate Background


			CRIT019			COLORADO RIVER			PARADISE POINT CAMP			tsalire			1			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			15.65			6-Apr-99			Yes			$   140,000			74833			$5,988			$134,012			$   144,183			EPA Estimate; August & Sept 2015 bills from BERS pending


			NAV377			NAVAJO			FORMER ORTEGA TRADING POST			tsalire			1			Private			Suspected			Open			30.4			8-Nov-84			-			-			-			-						-			-			-			-						-			1


			BISH001			BISHOP PAIUTE			WEST LINE GASOLINE aka ABANDONED SERVICE STATION			cprokop			2			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			13.9			5-Jan-01			No			$   240,000			-			$129,029			$144,183			$   144,183			ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			CRIT002			COLORADO RIVER			TELLES RANCH INC.			tsalire			2			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			24.3			14-Aug-90			Yes			$   3,000,000			-			1,516,687.50			1,483,312.50			$   1,000,000			Optimization Study $30-40k annually


			FTMO005			FORT MOJAVE			FORT MOJAVE SMOKE SHOP			tsalire			2			Tribe			Confirmed			Open			1.32			1-Aug-13			No			$   200,000			-			-			$200,000			-			Active RP-No estimate


			NAV001			NAVAJO			SPEEDYS TRUCK STOP			rjamison			2			Private			Confirmed			Open			28.63			15-Apr-86			No			-			-			-			-						Active-RP-Potential for future need of Fund-EPA estimate


			NAV001			NAVAJO			SPEEDYS TRUCK STOP			rjamison			2			Private			Confirmed			Open			2.92			24-Dec-11			No			-			-			-			-						Active RP-No estimate


			NAV046			NAVAJO			Foutz Realty dba Bond's Chevron aka Bond and Bon			tsalire			2			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			23.26			30-Aug-91			Yes			$   650,000			-			$371,216			$278,784			$   800,000			Optimization Study; $800k remediation


			NAV070			NAVAJO			IHS FT. DEFIANCE SUPPORT CENTER			cprokop			2			Federal Gov-IHS			Confirmed			Open			20.91			1-Jan-94			No			-			-			-			-


			NAV120			NAVAJO			THRIFTWAY 241 aka WHITE EAGLE STATION aka SOUTHWEST ATR			rjamison			2			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			21.61			21-Apr-93			Yes			$   2,000,000			-			$687,140			$1,312,860			$   500,000			NNEPA Estimate


			NAV185			NAVAJO			DAVIS CHEVROLET			rjamison			2			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			18.29			14-Aug-96			Yes			$   3,000,000			-			$2,706,732			$293,268			$   12,000,000			Optimization Study; 20+ years long term remediation


			NAV302			NAVAJO			THOMPSON'S MARKET			tsalire			2			Private			Confirmed			Open			15.4			7-Jul-99			No			-			-			-			-						FUND Figures


			NAV322			NAVAJO			BALDWIN'S MINI MART aka PIC-N-RUN			rjamison			2			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			10.47			10-Jun-04			Yes			$   1,000,000			-			$613,202			$386,798			$   5,000,000			NNEPA Estimate; IA bills for 2nd & 3rd QTR pending


			CHEM001			CHEMEHUEVI			Havasu Landing Boathouse			cprokop			3			Tribe			Confirmed			Open			22.62			17-Apr-92			No			-			-			-			-			$   - 0			RP has nearly exhausted FR


			CHEM001			CHEMEHUEVI			Havasu Landing Boathouse			cprokop			3			Tribe			Confirmed			Open			13.28			17-Aug-01			No			-			-			-			-			$   - 0


			CHEM004			CHEMEHUEVI			HAVASU LANDING RESORT STORE			cprokop			3			Tribe			Confirmed			Open			4.66			29-Mar-10			No			-			-			-			-			$   - 0


			CRIT039			COLORADO RIVER			BIA IRRIGATION FACILITY YARD			tsalire			3			Federal Gov-BIA			Confirmed			Open			17.79			14-Feb-97			No			-			-			-			-						Active RP-No estimate


			CRIT040			COLORADO RIVER			C.R.I.T. AUTO SHOP			tsalire			3			Tribe			Confirmed			Open			15.72			11-Mar-99			No			-			-			-			-			$   - 0			ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			GILA026			GILA RIVER			"ARIZONA TRADERS, INC."			afong			3			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			16.49			3-Jun-98			Yes			$   1,300,000			-			$1,071,717			$228,283			$   500,000			EPA Estimate


			NAV030			NAVAJO			SHIPROCK EXPRESS #515			rjamison			3			Private			Confirmed			Open			21.95			17-Dec-92			No			-			-			-			-						ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			NAV049			NAVAJO			PAINTED DESERT INN			afong			3			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			13.97			11-Dec-00			Yes			$   610,000			-			$264,073			$345,927			$   354,762			Optimization Study/R9 Estimate


			NAV133			NAVAJO			Giant Store #7353			rjamison			3			Private			Confirmed			Open			16.38			13-Jul-98			No			-			-			-			-						ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			NAV181			NAVAJO			SPEEDY'S  110 (former EL CAPITAN TEXACO)			rjamison			3			Private			Confirmed			Open			0.08			29-Oct-14			No			-			-			-			-


			NAV300			NAVAJO			SHIRLEY'S TRADING POST			cprokop			3			Private			Confirmed			Open			19.44			23-Jun-95			No			-			-			-			-						ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			NAV312			NAVAJO			CROWN POINT CONOCO (FORMERLY FINA)			cprokop			3			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			4.31			7-Aug-10			No			-			-			-			-			$   144,183			ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			NAV315			NAVAJO			SWEETWATER TRADING POST			rjamison			3			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			16.5			1-Jun-98			Yes			$   250,000			-			$160,583			$89,417			$   144,183			ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			NAV322			NAVAJO			CHINLE PIC-N-RUN			rjamison			3			No Viable			Confirmed			Open									Yes			$   1,000,000												$   2,000,000			NNEPA Estimate


			NAV335			NAVAJO			AMOCO - FORT DEFIANCE			tsalire			3			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			8.85			23-Jan-06			Yes			$   400,000			-			$136,932			$263,068			$   144,183			ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			NAV359			NAVAJO			ALAMO TRADING POST			cprokop			3			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			9.08			31-Oct-05			No			-			-			-			-						ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			NAV400			NAVAJO			TWIN BUTTES TRADING POST			tsalire			3			No Viable			Suspected			Open			30.4			8-Nov-84			-			$   250,000			-			-			$250,000.00			$   - 0			-			-									-			1


			NAV401			NAVAJO			CHINLE HAY SALES aka PAUL TSO LEASE			rjamison			3			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			16.15			6-Oct-98			Yes			$   250,000			-			$126,751			$123,249			$   500,000			NNEPA Estimate


			NAV436			NAVAJO			OLD LEUPP TRADING POST			cprokop			3			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			8.24			1-Sep-06			Yes			$   408,256			$29,766.52			-			$408,256			$   240,000			EPA Estimate


			NAV440			NAVAJO			KERLEY'S TRADING POST			cprokop			3			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			4.41			1-Jul-10			Pending			$   240,000			-			-			$240,000			$   240,000			Site Remediation & GWM


			WMAP016			WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHE			HON-DAH-Casino Gas Stoare			cprokop			3			Tribe			Confirmed			open			16.4			1-Apr-99			No																		ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			WMAP056			WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHE			Former Rex Graham Indian Pine Shell Station			cprokop			3			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			21.08			1-Nov-93			Yes			$   250,000			-			-			$250,000			$   144,183			ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			CMPV005			CAMP VERDE YAVAPAI-APACHE			Star Mart/Texaco			tsalire			4			Tribe			Confirmed			Open			10.45			15-Jun-04			No			-			-			-			-						ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			CRIT010			COLORADO RIVER			"KING RANCH, aka BRUCE CHURCH"			tsalire			4			Private			Confirmed			Open			14.97			10-Dec-99			No			$   60,000			-			-			$60,000						ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			CRIT014			COLORADO RIVER			C.R.I.T. FARMS			tsalire			4			Tribe			Confirmed			Open			15.02			22-Nov-99			No			-			-			-			-						ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			CRIT048			COLORADO RIVER			CIRCLE K #1483			kdixon			4			Private			Confirmed			Open			1.13			10-Oct-13			No			-			-			-			-						ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			CRIT049			COLORADO RIVER			Superfuels #240 aka SUN WEST EXPRESS			cprokop			4			Private			Confirmed			Open			6.65			3-Apr-08			No			-			-			-			-						ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			CRIT055			COLORADO RIVER			Chevron Station			cprokop			4			Private			Confirmed			Open			20.11			23-Oct-94			No			-			-			-			-						ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			NAV018			NAVAJO			THRIFTWAY 701			rjamison			4			Private			Confirmed			Open			9.91			1-Jan-05			No			-			-			-			-						 


			NAV019			NAVAJO			TUBA CITY EXPRESS #512 aka SUPERFUELS aka SUNSHINE WESTERN aka TUBA CITY CHEVRON			rjamison			4			Private			Confirmed			Open			14.88			14-Jan-00			No			-			-			-			-


			NAV036			NAVAJO			SEVEN-TO ELEVEN 31			kdixon			4			Private			Confirmed			Open			4.55			10-May-10			No			-			-			-			-						ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			NAV031			NAVAJO			RED ROCK TRADING POST - #524			tsalire			4			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			22.77			25-Feb-92			Yes			$   250,000			-			-			$250,000			$   144,183			ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			NAV052			NAVAJO			GIANT FOUR CORNERS 108 dba CONOCO AKA FT DEFIANCE FINA #108			kdixon			4			Private			Confirmed			Open			23.19			22-Sep-91			No			-			-			-			-						ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			NAV115			NAVAJO			THRIFTWAY 603 OR 2603			rjamison			4			Private			Confirmed			Open			12.47			11-Jun-02			No			-			-			-			-						 ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			NAV128			NAVAJO			THRIFTWAY 225 OR 2225			rjamison			4			Private			Confirmed			Open			16.34			29-Jul-98			No			-			-			-			-						ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			NAV167			NAVAJO			FRANK'S FINA			cprokop			4			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			2.27			20-Aug-12			No			$   120,000			-			-			$120,000			$   144,183			ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			NAV177			NAVAJO			SEVEN-TO-ELEVEN 27			kdixon			4			Private			Confirmed			Open			11.22			8-Sep-03			No			-			-			-			-						ATSWAMO FUND Figure


			NAV211			NAVAJO			CHIEF CONOCO			rjamison			4			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			23.26			30-Aug-91			Yes			$   2,000,000			-			$659,089			$1,340,911			$   144,183			NNEPA Estimate


			NAV233			NAVAJO			TUBA CITY MOTORS PARKING LOT			kdixon			4			Federal Gov-BIA			Confirmed			Open			14.16			1-Oct-00			No			-			-			-			-						FUND Figures


			NAV254			NAVAJO			WINDOW ROCK UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT			cprokop			4			Gov - School Dist			Confirmed			Open			2.16			28-Sep-12			No			-			-			-			-						FUND Figures


			NAV254			NAVAJO			WINDOW ROCK UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT			cprokop			4			Gov - School Dist			Confirmed			Open			16.38			15-Jul-98			No			-			-			-			-						FUND Figures


			PALA003			PALA 			PALA STORE			tsalire			4			Private			Confirmed			Open			15.86			20-Jan-99			No			-			-			-			-						FUND Figures


			CRIT047			COLORADO RIVER			D&D FARMS			tsalire			5			Private			Confirmed			Open			15			1-Dec-99			No			$   60,000			-			-			$60,000						FUND Figures


			HOPI017			HOPI			PWH TEXACO aka HONANIS AUTO REPAIR AND TOWING aka PWH FOOD AND AUTO CENTER			tsalire			5			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			9.84			24-Jan-05			Yes			$   75,000			-			$34,300			$40,700			$   144,183			FUND Figures


			NAV114			NAVAJO			KAYENTA MUSTANG (AKA:THRIFTWAY 233)			kdixon			5			Private			Confirmed			Open			16.51			26-May-98			No			-			-			-			-			 			FUND Figures


			NAV121			NAVAJO			MUSTANG former THRIFTWAY 245 OR 2245			rjamison			5			Private			Confirmed			Open			11.2			15-Sep-03			No			-			-			-			-			$   - 0			 


			NAV149			NAVAJO			RED MESA #508 aka LOWER GREASEWOOD TRADING POST			tsalire			5			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			16.2			19-Sep-98			No			-			-			-			-			$   144,183			FUND Figures


			NAV186			NAVAJO			NAVAJO FLEET MANAGEMENT			afong			5			Tribe			Confirmed			Open			20.54			16-May-94			No			-			-			-			-			 			FUND Figures


			NAV200			NAVAJO			NAVAJO MOUNTAIN TRADING POST			cprokop			5			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			20.72			11-Mar-94			No			-			$35,366.85			-			-			$   144,183			FUND Figures


			NAV215			NAVAJO			MEXICAN SPRINGS TRADING POST			tsalire			5			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			20.77			23-Feb-94			Pending			-			-			-			-			$   144,183			FUND Figures


			NAV292			NAVAJO			KENNETH CAYADITTO SERVICE STATION			tsalire			5			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			0.21			8-Nov-84			Yes			$   100,000			$29,766.52			-			$100,000			$   144,183			FUND Figures


			NAV351			NAVAJO			YELLOWHORSE TRADING POST			cprokop			5			No Viable			Confirmed			Open			2.76			8-Nov-84			Yes			$   100,000			$29,766.52			-			$100,000			$   144,183			FUND Figures


			NAV398			NAVAJO			SMITH LAKE Trading POST			tsalire			5			No Viable			Suspected			Open			30.8									$   100,000												$   144,183			FUND Figures





			Grand TOTAL						Total Estimated Need for R9 LUST Sites Remediation																																							$   25,153,324


			Note:  Estimates based on site specific calculations and ATSWAMO annual report general estimate per site








2.FY15 Amts Reqsted & Obligated


			2. FY 2015 Requests (as of Jan 29 2015) and Final Amounts Obligated (as of June 2015)


			FY2015 Tribal RSO Requests			# USTs			# Facilities			Facility/$ requested multiplier						Original Requests									Amount Approved by OUST									Amount actually obligated by Region									Notes


			Red highlights indicate tribes with 15 or fewer  facilities															FY15 Op Plan									FY15 Op Plan									FY15 Op Plan									Tentative: LUST cleanup reduction is 2/3 of what each region received in FY14. Look at recertified LUST prevention and cleanup funds. LUST Prevention- zero out tribes with 15 or fewer facilities. Look at updated ULOs for prevention grants. Consider how many SEEs are we funding in each region?             MOVING THE $ OUT TO REGIONS: Which Regions can take expiring/carryover EPM funds                                                 


																		$   475,000			$   1,572,000			$   1,855,000			$   475,000			$   1,572,000			$   1,855,000			$   475,000			$   1,572,000			$   1,855,000


																																	$   28,060									$   28,060			carryover


																																	$   962,000									$   962,000			available in BERS contract


																																	$   232,000									$   232,000			gift from OCFO (recalculation of payroll)


																																	$   3,077,060									$   3,077,060			TOTAL


			Region 2


			Project Description			# USTs			# Facilities			Facility/$ requested multiplier						Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source									Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


																		EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 			EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 			EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


			Seneca grant  			74			34			$   2,205.88									$   75,000									$   75,000									$   75,000						Inspections/compliance to fully fund award (75k last year) Repro'ed 4-6-15


			Oliver Hill Site 																					$   30,000																					Proper closure of 13 - 18 monitoring wells (BERS)


			TOTAL																		$   75,000			$   30,000						$   75,000			$   22,500						$   75,000


			Region 4


			Project Description			# USTs			# Facilities			Facility/$ requested multiplier						Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source									Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


																		EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 			EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 			EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


			Choctaw (13 USTs/5 Fac)			13			5												$   -																								Region 4 has requested some funding (unspecified amount) for compliance assistance for Choctaw (LUST Prevention)


			TOTAL																		$   -			$   -						$   -			$   -


			Region 5


			Project Description			# USTs			# Facilities			Facility/$ requested multiplier						Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source									Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


																		EPM      			LUST Prev 			LUST Cleanup 			EPM      			LUST Prev 			LUST Cleanup 			EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


			Boivin (WI) Tribal LUST site																					$40,000																					Completing Investigation phase (BERs) (TO 2013 - Site Assessment & Sampling Activities)


			Preston's (MN) Tribal LUST site																					$70,000																					Beginning site investigation  (BERs)


			Tower Standard (WI)																					$90,000																		$32,233			Beginning site investigation (BERs) (TO 2012)


			North Mobil (MI)																					$35,000																					Completing Investigation phase (BERs)


			Rosebush (MI)																					$35,000																					Completing Investigation phase (BERs)


			Hub Oil/Beard Oil (MI)																					$25,000																					Completing Investigation phase (BERs)


			Drake's Refinery (MI)																					$25,000																					Completing Investigation phase (BERs)


			Chief's Place (MN)																					$90,000																					Investigation Phase - needed sampling


			Work  on high risk stagant MI tribal LUST site 																					$50,000																					Beginning site assessment work on possibly Jack's service or Beal City/Klyco


			Risk Assessment Support -																					$50,000																					Risk assessment support via regional contract


			TOU= Temporarily out of use


			InterTribal Council of Michigan DITCA (Greg Shubel- 33 facilities has agreement to inspect USTs for 11 tribes in MI --inspects on all of the reservations in Michigan except on the Little River Band and Pokagon reservations)Bay Mills Indian Community (3 USTs/1 Fac); Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians (3 USTs/1Fac);
Hannahville Indian Community (4USTs/1 Fac);
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe (98 USTs; 3TOU/31 Fac); Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians (2 USTs/1Fac); Keweenaw Bay Indian Community (18 USTs, 1 TOU/5 Fac); Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa ( 2 USTs/1 Fac); Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians (5 USTs/2Fac); Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians (1 UST/1Fac); Little River Band of Ottawa Indians (3 USTs/1 Fac)

			140			44			$   1,772.73									78,000									78,000									78,000						This funding request is for the second year of a two year grant.  It is an integral part of the region's inspection cadre. Continued compliance assistance to all tribes in MI. Repro'ed 4-6-15


			Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin DITCA (50 USTs/22 Fac) 			50			22			$   3,181.82									70,000									70,000									70,000						This funding request is for the second year of a two year grant.  It is an intergral part of the region's inspector staff conducting inspections and providing compliance assistance on Oneida. Repro'ed 4-6-15


			Red Lake Band of Chippewa DITCA (Total 41 USTs John LeBlanc    [Red Lake 18 active + 3 TOU]/ 10 Facilities)                                                   21 (Formal Agreement in place to inspect 18 USTs/10 fac on Red Lake + 10 USTs/5 Fac Fond Du Lac+ Grant Portage= 7 USTs/2 Fac; Bois Fort 6 USTs/2 Fac )  			41			19			$   2,578.95									49,000									49,000									49,000						This funding request is for the second year of a two year grant.  It is an intergral part of the region's approach to completing inspections on Red Lake Reservation and 3 other MN tribes.  This request is for money because we are looking to expand the geographic area that John will do compliance assistance and inspections on behalf of EPA into southern MN and possibly into Wisconsin.  A separate request to conduct inspections will be made to OECA for the inspection component outside of Red Lake. Ideally want +15k for 64k ($1.6k/UST)Repro'ed 4-6-15


			Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe DITCA (43 USTs [38 active+ 5TOU]/15 facilities)Ryan Rupp or Andrew Boydwould replace Scott Hansen.  (21 Facilities (Formal agreement to inspect 43 USTs/15Fac   Millie Lacs + 5 USTs/ 1 fac Lower Sioux+ 15 USTs/5fac Shakopee)
Projected- 3 USTs/1 fac – Upper Sioux, 3 USTs/1 fac– Prairie Island
			63			15			$   2,200.00									33,000									33,000									33,000						This funding request is for the second year of a two year grant.  It is an integral part of the region's aprroach to completing necessary inspections and compliance assistance in Mille Lacs. Repro'ed 4-6-15


			Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe DITCA (48 USTs/20 facilities) (possible credentialed inspector)			48			20			$   1,950.00									39,000									39,000									39,000						This funding request is for the second year of a two year grant.  This will be for compliance assistance on Leech Lake. Repro'ed 4-6-15


			White Earth Resrvation DITCA (40 USTs+3TOU/19 Facilities) (possible replacement for Jamie Wark)			43			19			$   1,710.53									32,500									32,500									32,500						This funding request is for the second year of a two year grant.  Compliance assistance on White Earth with the possibility of adding federal credentials for inspections. Repro'ed 4-6-15





			Region 5 UST See (currently Burdell Chapman)															48,000									6,000									26,000									Burdell would be doing UST inspection tracking.  Drawdown is $2,000 per month.  Fund through FY16 is $2,000 x 24 and what we are requesting.  Burdell’s costs are estimated at $1,000/month.  A half of year’s funding is $6,000.  A full FY16 estimate is $12,000. Burdell is currently funded through FY15.  $6k Repro'ed 4-6-15.  Additional $20k approved by CH 4-8-15 and repro'ed 4-10-15.


			Region 5 LUST SEE (currently Joan Downey)																					$0																					Joan would be assisting the region in its tribal LUST work especially in MI.  Her draw down is $3,700/month (x24 months of FY15 and FY16) $88,800 but she is funded through FY16 from money previously acquired in FY14 and not spent due to Fred's departure. Joan is currently funded through FY15 and FY16.  


			Subtotal Tribal															$48,000						$0			$6,000									$26,000						$32,233


			TOTAL															$   48,000			$   301,500			$510,000			$   6,000			$   301,500			$382,500			$   26,000			$   301,500			$350,267			Remaining Balance


			Region 6


			Project Description			# USTs			# Facilities			Facility/$ requested multiplier						Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source									Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


																		EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 			EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 			EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


			Eight Northern Indian Pueblo Council                                                                                             [includes Indian Pueblo Cultural Center 1 fac/3 USTs; Jicarilla Apache Nation 4 fac/13 USTs; Mescalero Apache Tribe 2 facilities/4 USTs; Nambe Pueblo (8 USTs/1 Fac);  Picuris Pueblo (7 USTs/3 Fac); Pueblo Acoma 1 fac/8USTs; Cochiti 2 fac/9USTs; Isleta2 fac 9 USTs; Jemez 1 fac 3 USTs; Laguna 3 fac 14 USTs; San Felipe 1 fac 3 USTs
Pojoaque Pueblo (6 USTs/2 Fac);  San Ildefonso Pueblo (10USTs/2 Fac);  Ohkay Owingeh (15 USTs/6 Fac);  Tesuque Pueblo (3 USTs/1 Fac);  Santa Clara Pueblo (23 USTS/8 Fac);  Taos Pueblo (7 USTS/2 Fac Tesuqe 1 fac 3 USTs, Zuni2 fac 5 USTs))			177			49			$   3,571.43									$   175,000									$   175,000									$   175,000						These funds will be utilized to proide funding to the Office of Environmental and Technical Assistance (OETA) for providing on-site monitoring and technical assistance at tribal UST facilities at pueblos and tribes in New Mexico, with the exception of the tribes assigned to Region 9, and Texas. Repro'ed 4-6-15


			Cherokee Nation/Inertribal Environmental Council (ITEC)			181			53			$   3,301.89									$   175,000									$   175,000									$   175,000						These funds will be utilized to proide funding to the Inter-Tribal Environmental Council (ITEC) for providing on-site monitoring and technical assistance at tribal UST facilities at all ITEC member tribes and tribes in Oklahoma, Louisiana and Texas. Repro'ed 4-6-15


			SEE Funding															$   181,000									$   125,000									$   125,000									These funds are for 2 SEE positions for conducting inspections, providing technical compliance assistance to tribes, and maintaining records and database information.  REQUEST WAS Previously 125k• to fund through March2016- would still like that if possible.  181k funds through September2016- have money through April 2015 -- Repro'ed 4-6-15


			TOTAL															$   181,000			$   350,000						$   125,000			$   350,000			$   -			$   125,000			$   350,000


			Region 7


			Project Description			# USTs			# Facilities			Facility/$ requested multiplier						Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source									Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


																		EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 			EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 			EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


			SEE Funding															$   30,000									$   30,000									$   30,000									Continue supporting SEE outreach, inspection,  database management, and administrative efforts through March 2016. (2 people 15k each). Repro'ed 4-6-15


			Logan Creek 																					$   150,000																					Support cleanup and closure efforts at Logan’s Creek.  (The final phase of investigation is underway, and it appears additional activity may be required for closure.) (BERs)


			TOTAL															$   30,000						$   150,000			$   30,000						$   112,500			$   30,000


			Region 8


			Project Description			# USTs			# Facilities			Facility/$ requested multiplier						Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source									Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


																		EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 			EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 			EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


			Laboratory Support (SEEs)																					$   90,000																		$   44,000			Assist region in Assessing risk from releases, determine extent of release and effectiveness of remediation activities. Repro'ed 4-14-15


			IAG - IHS															$   50,000									50,000									50,000									Assist region in meeting 3 year EPAct Inspection cycle. (funding through March 2016). Repro'ed 4-6-15


			Contractor Support (Inspections)															$   40,000									40,000						 			40,000									Assist region in meeting 3 year EPAct Inspection cycle. Could get EPA inspectors from other regions to help instead of contractor support.  Waiting to find out if OECA will help fund some of this Repro'ed 4-6-15


			SEEs															$   143,000						$   24,000			97,000									97,000						$   30,000			Assist region in meeting 3 year EPAct Inspection cycle and assist in LUST cleanup and remediation activities (funding through May 2016) EPM Repro'ed 4-6-15; Repro'ed 4-14-15


			Field Supplies (Lab expenses and Lab sampling supplies)																					$   10,000																		$   54,000			Necessary for field work in support of remediation activities. Repro'ed 4-14-15


			Contractor Support (Cleanup)																																										Assess and cleanup releases


			Lantry Oil 																					$45,000																					Well Abandonment(BERs)


			Old Hill Top 																					$45,000																					Well Abandonment


			Rod Harrison 																					$50,000																		$20,712			Enahnced Fluid Recovery - TO 2007 BERS


			Longhorn Services 																					$45,000																		$84,167			Well Abandonment - TO 2008 BERS


			Potter Family Trust 																					$45,000																		$129,151			Well Abandonment - TO 2006 BERs


			Pine Ridge Oil 																					$70,000																		$141,797			Enhanced Fluid Recovery, Surfactant Injections & O &M - TO 2005 BERS


			Pine Ridge Oil 																					$55,000																					Surfactant injections


			Pine Ridge Oil 																					$50,000																					Enhanced Fluid Recovery


			Batesland (O&M)																					$40,000																		$99,560			O&M - TO 2004 BERs


			Batesland																					$55,000																					Surfactant Injections


			Batesland																					$50,000																					Enhanced Fluid Recovery


			LaPoint Country Store																					$90,000																					Soil Excavation


			LaPoint Country Store																					$45,000																		$18,440			Well Installation & Enhanced Fluid Recovery - TO 2002 BERs


			Rank’s																					$50,000																		$216,941			O&M - System Installs 1st (until Action Memo is updated) - BERs TO 2003


			Morning Star																					$50,000																					Site Assessment


			Country Market																					$50,000																					Site Assessment


			Buddy Falcon																					$50,000																					Site Assessment


			George’s BP																					$   100,000																					Remediation Activities


			Tribal Grants																																										Tribal UST Capacity building including credentialed UST Inspector(s) to assist in meeting 3 year inspection cycle


			CSKT (83 USTS= 78 USTs+6 TOU/29 Fac) 			83			29			$   3,142.07									$91,120									$91,120									$91,120						Repro'ed 4-6-15


			Standing Rock (29 USTs+2 TOU/13 fac) 			31			13			$   6,286.12									$81,720


			Turtle Mountain (16 USTs - 14+2TOU/8 Fac) 			16			8			$   8,914.06									$71,313


			Three Affiliated (44= 41+3TOU/26 Fac) 			44			26			$   1,542.47									$40,104									$40,104									$40,104						Repro'ed 4-6-15


			Pine Ridge (23 USTs-= 19 +4 TOU/ 12 Fac) 			19			12			$   3,176.68									$38,120


			Fort Peck (38 USTs/12 Fac) 			38			12			$   1,524.17									$18,290


			Blackfeet (33=31+3TOU/12 Fac) 			33			12			$   2,898.73									$34,785


			Rosebud (27=22+5TOU/11 Fac) 			27			11			$   3,812.70									$41,940


			Cheyenne River			22			9			$   3,985.46									$35,869


			S. Ute			16			6			$   1,839.21									$11,035


			Crow Creek (11+3 TOU)			14			6			$   4,782.49									$28,695


			Wind River (Northern Arapaho)			51			19			$   2,033.95									$38,645									$38,645									$38,645						Repro'ed 4-6-15


			Sisseton-Wahpeton (30+4 TOU)			34			3			$   7,468.54									$22,406


			Northern Cheyenne			5			2			$   10,346.45									$20,693


			Ute Mtn Ute			9			2			$   6,003.83									$12,008


			Additional LUST prevention to be distributed as needed																											$30,631									$30,631						Repro'ed 4-6-15


			Subtotal Tribal Reprogramming																																							$   128,000


			Subtotal Tribal BERs																								$   187,000			$200,500						$   187,000			$200,500			$   710,767			BERs only


			TOTAL															$   233,000			$   586,741			$   1,109,000			$   187,000			$   200,500			$   932,000			$   187,000			$   200,500			$   93,233			Remaining Balance


			Region 9


			Project Description			# USTs			# Facilities			Facility/$ requested multiplier						Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source									Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


																		EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 			EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 			EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


			Administrative O & M


			Database O & M 			N/A			N/A									$   17,889						$   17,889			$   17,889									$   17,889						$   17,900			O &M of database operations - more effective management including LUST $$ expenditures and reporting. EPM  Repro'ed 4-6-15; LUST repro'ed 4/10/15.						Is there a reason for specific amount for Linder


			NOWCC			N/A			N/A									$   40,000									$   40,000									$   40,000									2 SEEs-Enforcement Division-Pastori- (LP) currently funded through 12/15 & Land Division-Whalen (LCA) funded thru 2/2017 - ensuring entry of data into regional and national reporting systems Repro'ed 4-6-15						move to EPM


			Grants


			Navajo  UST Grant (prevention) (299USTs +6 TOU/98 Fac) 			305			98			$   3,265.31									$   320,000									$   320,000									$   320,000						EPAct inspections, o/o training, enforcement of SNCs including Navajo Fuel Bans. EPM and LP Repro'ed 4-6-15.  


			Navajo LUST Grant Staff/Program (Cleanup)									ERROR:#DIV/0!												$   225,000																					Staff, legal support, training, equipment-- Ongoing site monitoring and remediations, enforcement of Navajo cleanup standards


			Navajo Grant -Tribal Lead cleanup + specific sites listed 									ERROR:#DIV/0!												$400,000																		$   400,496			NAV322, Pic N Run, Chinle, AZ (200k); NAV120, former White Eagle Station, Shiprock, NM; NAV211, Former Chief Conoco, Shiprock, NM; NAV401, Chinle Hay Sales (200k for all 3sites).  ($200k for staff; $200,496 for cleanup at Chinle, Pic N Run, and White Eagle).  Revised RJamison 4/8/15. Repro'ed 4/10/15.						747794


			ITCA- Jessica Holmstead awaiting credentials			?			?			ERROR:#VALUE!									$25,000


			NAPEC- Helen Herrera awaiting credentials --(12 facilities; Agreement between among 8 tribes -Campo Band Kuymeyaay Indians
(1)+ Chemehuevi Indian Tribe (1) + La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians(1)+ Morongo 
Band Mission Indians (1)+Pala Band of Mission Indians(1)+ Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians(2)+Ramona Band of Cahuilla Indians (4)+ Rincon Luiseno Band of Mission Indians(1))
			15+			12			$   2,083.33									$25,000


			Hopi LUST Grant																					$40,000																		$0			Funds are no longer needed.  Per Rjamison 4/8/15


			Ely (Nevada Consortia replacing Washoe)                    Washoe Tribe of Nevada and six other Tribes has formed a coalition for conducting inspections; Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California, Walker River, Yerington Paiute Tribe, Duck Valley Shoshone Paiute Tribes, The Moapa Band of Paiutes, Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, and Ft. Independence (located south of Bishop, California).  This current group of tribes represents 9 UST facilities and 30 underground storage tanks.  Ultimately, the total universe under this coalition would be 13 UST sites and 43 underground storage tanks. 			43			13			$   3,076.92									$40,000																								In RSO discussion Rebecca mentioned this is low priority. 


			Site Work


			Ongoing Work - federal lead-IA


			IA with US Army Corps. Of Engineers (ACE)									ERROR:#DIV/0!									$   50,000			$   450,000						$   50,000									$   50,000			$   606,504			Staff support/Technical reviews/Oversight/11 Suspected Sites/Ongoing Response- EPM Repro'ed 4-6-15.  LUST site cleanup work at: BISH, AZ Traders, Bond & Bond, Painted Desert per Rjamison 4/8/15. Repro'ed 4/14/15


			CRIT019-Paradise Point ¶¶ & CRIT014/CRIT040   (ranks 1) 																					$   100,000																		$   74,833			See R9 OUST memo--Memo Review w/OUST - TO 2011 BERs


			BISH 001 West Line Street   (Ranks1)																					$   80,000																					See R9 OUST memo


			Aerial Surveys-RP Searches - CRIT002 Telles & NAV001-Lupton Speedys (ranks 2)																					$   50,000																					Locating historic RPs --Lupton Memo for up to 50k


			Ongoing Work - Federal lead-BERS


			NAV185 Davis Chevrolet, Tuba, City, AZ   (Ranks 1)																					$   300,000																		$   183,431			See Optimization Report & R9 OUST memo -ongoing remediation/public meetings - TO 2009 BERs


			CRIT002-Telles Ranch (ranks 2)																					$   30,000																		$   100,311			Ongoing O&M - TO 2010 BERs


			GILA026-Arizona Traders  (Ranks 3)																					$   75,000																					Ongoing O&M


			NAV046-Bond & Bond  (Ranks 3)																					$   50,000																					Memo Review w/OUST


			NAV049-Painted Desert  (Ranks 3)																					$   50,000																					Memo Review w/OUST


			Subtotal Tribal Reprogramming																																							$   1,024,900


			Subtotal Tribal																								$   57,889			$   370,000						$   57,889			$   370,000			$   358,575			BERS only


			TOTAL Region 9															$   57,889			$   460,000			$   1,867,889			$   57,889			$   370,000			$   1,500,900			$   57,889			$   370,000			$   117,425			Remaining Balance


			Region 10


			Project Description			# USTs			# Facilities			Facility/$ requested multiplier						Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source									Expected benefits this project will have on cleanup or compliance


																		EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 			EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 			EPM      			LUST Prevention 			LUST Cleanup 


			Indian Health Service UST IA															$   100,000									70,000									$   50,000									funding through March 2016.  Phil Nenninger left 4/2/15.  Funds are needed to cover costs from 10/1/14 - 4/2/15.  Funding reduced by R10 to $50k; repro'ed 4/10/15.


			Indian Health Service LUST IA																					$   25,000


			SEE (Emily Orzech) 															$   10,000									$10,000									$10,000									funding through March 2016 Repro'ed 4-6-15


			Yakama Nation LUST Prevention (47+5TOU/16 fac)			52			16			$   3,125.00									$   50,000									$   50,000									$   50,000						Repro'ed 4-6-15


			Shoshone-Bannock LUST Prevention (19+2TOU/6 fac) 			21			6			$   3,333.33									$   20,000


			Nez Perce LUST Prevention (53+ 6TOU/20 Fac)			59			20			$   1,250.00									$   25,000									$   25,000									$   25,000						Repro'ed 4-6-15


			Nez Perce LUST Cleanup 																					$   25,000


			A.E. Erickson LUST Cleanup (BERS)																					$   70,000																		$   70,364			TO 2001 - BERs


			Subtotal Tribal																								$   80,000			$   75,000						$   60,000			$   75,000			$   70,364			BERS only


			TOTAL Region 10															$   110,000			$   95,000			$   120,000			$   80,000			$   75,000			$   90,000			$   60,000			$   75,000			$   19,636			Balance Remaining


			Headquarters


																		Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source									Amounts by Funding Source


			National Tribal Grant																		$   200,000									$   200,000


			ITEP																					$   20,000									$   20,000												Placeholder


			Tanks by tribe chart in LUST4																								?						?


			USTrac															$22,244						$37,162																					already funded


			Subtotal HQ																		$   200,000						$   -			$   200,000			$   20,000


			GRAND TOTAL															$   659,889			$   2,068,242			$   3,786,889			$   485,889			$   1,572,000			$   3,060,400			$   485,889			$   1,372,000			$   2,292,606


			Available Less Requests															$   (184,889)			$   (496,242)			$   (1,931,889)			$   (10,889)			$   (0)			$   16,660			$   (10,889)			$   200,000			$   767,794			Balance Remaining (funds not yet repro'ed or Task Orders in place)


																											$   360,889















































3 Unliq Grnt Obligations (ULOs)


			Region			Grant No.			Recipient Name			PC			Project Start			Project End			COS			Funds Remaining			Total Obligation			ULO			Status


			2			97239801-6			Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe			DI			10/1/08			9/30/15			90% Expired			$   24,677			$   294,250			8%			Completed Award Awaiting Closeout


			2			97256101-4			Seneca Nation of Indians			DI			10/1/08			9/30/15			90% Expired			$   102,429			$   465,015			22%			Completed Award Awaiting Closeout


			2			97240813-2			Seneca Nation of Indians			L			10/1/13			9/30/15			90% Expired			$   164,141			$   299,084			55%			Completed Award Awaiting Closeout





			4			95468710-3			Mississippi Band Of Choctaw Indians			L			10/1/09			9/30/15			90% Expired			$   - 0			$   127,500			0%			Completed Award Awaiting Closeout





			5			00E01410-1			Inter Tribal Council of Michigan Inc.			DI			10/1/14			9/30/16			Active			$   52,949			$   84,949			62%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			5			96589405-1			Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan			DI			10/1/14			9/30/16			Active			$   100,827			$   156,000			65%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			5			00E33004-2			Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe			DI			10/1/14			9/30/16			Active			$   45,552			$   78,000			58%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			5			00E94503-1			Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe			DI			10/1/14			9/30/16			Active			$   37,652			$   66,000			57%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			5			96583505-1			Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin			DI			10/1/14			9/30/16			Active			$   111,086			$   159,000			70%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			5			96595804-1			Red Lake Band of Chippewa			DI			10/1/14			9/30/16			Active			$   37,741			$   68,000			56%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			5			00E32704-1			White Earth Reservation			DI			10/1/14			9/30/16			Active			$   41,149			$   65,000			63%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance





			6			01F08201-0			Cherokee Nation			L			10/1/15			9/30/16			Active			$   167,117			$   175,000			95%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			6			00F65501-0			Eight Northern Indian Pueblo Council			L			10/1/13			9/30/14			99% Expired			$   - 0			$   150,000			0%			Award Due for Closeout


			6			00F76401-1			Eight Northern Indian Pueblo Council			LS			10/1/13			9/30/15			90% Expired			$   - 0			$   10,000			0%			Completed Award Awaiting Closeout


			6			00F91601-0			Eight Northern Indian Pueblo Council			L			10/1/14			9/30/15			90% Expired			$   - 0			$   150,000			0%			Completed Award Awaiting Closeout


			6			01F06901-0			Eight Northern Indian Pueblo Council			L			10/1/15			9/30/16			Active			$   157,150			$   175,000			90%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			6			00F65401-1			Inter-Tribal Env Council - Cherokee Nation			L			10/1/13			9/30/15			90% Expired			$   - 0			$   300,000			0%			Completed Award Awaiting Closeout





			8			97887714-2			Blackfeet Tribe The (Inc)			L			10/1/13			9/30/16			Active			$   30,499			$   101,430			30%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			8			97858306-2			Blackfeet Tribe The (Inc)			LS			10/1/13			3/31/16			Active			$   8,278			$   24,000			34%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			8			97841305-6			Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe			LS			10/1/12			9/30/16			Active			$   23,154			$   72,850			32%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			8			97841213-6			Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe			L			10/1/12			3/30/15			90% Expired			$   34,588			$   73,000			47%			Award Due for Closeout


			8			96830901-1			Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe			L			10/1/14			9/30/16			Active			$   35,870			$   35,870			100%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			8			97856015-1			Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes			L			10/1/14			9/30/16			Active			$   97,545			$   182,240			54%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			8			96825714-1			Crow Creek Sioux Tribe			L			10/1/13			3/31/15			90% Expired			$   8,959			$   50,000			18%			Award Due for Closeout


			8			96827715-1			Crow Creek Sioux Tribe			L			10/1/14			9/30/16			Active			$   28,293			$   28,695			99%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			8			97892014-2			Fort Peck Assiniboine & Sioux Tribes Inc			L			10/1/13			9/30/16			Active			$   51,154			$   85,999			59%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			8			97858206-2			Fort Peck Assiniboine & Sioux Tribes Inc			LS			10/1/13			9/30/16			Active			$   7,568			$   23,927			32%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			8			97887905-1			Northern Cheyenne Tribe			LS			10/1/13			9/30/15			90% Expired			$   2,283			$   23,620			10%			Completed Award Awaiting Closeout


			8			97887814-1			Northern Cheyenne Tribe			L			10/1/13			9/30/15			90% Expired			$   10,522			$   73,899			14%			Completed Award Awaiting Closeout


			8			97815515-0			Oglala Sioux Tribal Council			L			10/1/14			9/30/16			Active			$   - 0			$   38,116			0%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			8			97816012-2			Oglala Sioux Tribal Council			LS			10/1/12			9/30/16			Active			$   38,041			$   101,608			37%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			8			97815516-0			Oglala Sioux Tribal Council			L			10/1/15			9/30/16			Active			$   30,479			$   30,479			100%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			8			98849014-2			Rosebud Sioux Tribe			L			10/1/13			9/30/16			Active			$   25,692			$   104,594			25%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			8			97840815-1			Shoshone & Northern Arapaho Tribe			L			10/1/14			9/30/15			90% Expired			$   38,645			$   38,645			100%			Completed Award Awaiting Closeout


			8			97840814-0			Shoshone & Northern Arapaho Tribe			L			10/1/13			9/30/14			99% Expired			$   17,845			$   70,000			25%			Award Due for Closeout


			8			98889914-2			Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate			L			10/1/13			9/30/16			Active			$   13,091			$   61,008			21%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			8			97893301-2			Southern Ute Indian Tribe			L			10/1/12			9/30/15			90% Expired			$   31,322			$   58,463			54%			Completed Award Awaiting Closeout


			8			97883701-0			Spirit Lake Sioux Tribe			LS			10/1/09			9/30/10			99% Expired			$   - 0			$   18,429			0%			Award Due for Closeout


			8			97806415-1			Standing Rock Sioux Tribe			L			10/1/14			9/30/16			Active			$   76,214			$   112,199			68%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			8			97821515-1			Three Affiliated Tribes			L			10/1/14			12/31/15			Active			$   36,588			$   40,104			91%			Award Expiring in 60 days


			8			97817515-1			Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians			LS			10/1/14			9/30/16			Active			$   1,671			$   7,642			22%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			8			97817415-0			Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians			L			10/1/14			9/30/16			Active			$   12,626			$   71,313			18%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			8			97895201-2			Ute Mountain Ute Tribe			L			10/1/13			9/30/16			Active			$   35,580			$   35,580			100%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance





			9			99T15701-1			Ak-Chin Indian Community			DI			11/1/14			10/31/16			Active			$   90,000			$   90,000			100%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			9			00T81401-1			Big Valley Rancheria Band of Pomo Indians			DI			8/1/12			12/15/14			90% Expired			$   - 0			$   23,669			0%			Award Due for Closeout


			9			00T86201-2			Cold Springs Rancheria			DI			10/1/12			10/31/15			Expired			$   - 0			$   15,450			0%			Completed Award Awaiting Closeout


			9			99T19301-0			Fort Bidwell Indian Community			DI			10/1/14			9/30/15			90% Expired			$   - 0			$   32,725			0%			Completed Award Awaiting Closeout


			9			00T28601-5			The Hopi Tribe			LS			10/1/09			9/30/16			Active			$   19,144			$   90,000			21%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			9			99T06501-2			Inter Tribal Council of Arizona Inc.			L			10/1/13			10/31/17			Active			$   11,277			$   65,561			17%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			9			00T88901-3			Native American Environmental Prot. Coalition			L			10/1/12			10/31/17			Active			$   - 0			$   89,439			0%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			9			99T22901-1			Navajo Nation			LS			10/1/14			9/30/19			Active			$   561,204			$   930,000			60%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			9			99T22101-1			Navajo Nation			L			10/1/14			9/30/19			Active			$   386,561			$   640,000			60%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			9			99T15801-1			Pala Band Of Mission Indians			DI			10/1/14			12/31/15			Active			$   14,033			$   22,000			64%			Award Expiring in 60 days


			9			99T14401-0			Pauma Band Of Mission Indians			DI			10/1/14			9/30/15			90% Expired			$   - 0			$   31,354			0%			Completed Award Awaiting Closeout


			9			99T16601-0			Pit River Tribe			DI			10/1/14			9/30/15			90% Expired			$   - 0			$   44,346			0%			Completed Award Awaiting Closeout


			9			99T02201-2			Pit River Tribe			DI			10/1/13			3/31/15			90% Expired			$   - 0			$   32,325			0%			Award Due for Closeout


			9			99T16301-1			Yurok Tribe			DI			10/15/14			10/31/16			Active			$   53,642			$   88,549			61%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			9			00T77001-1			Yurok Tribe			DI			10/1/13			1/31/15			90% Expired			$   - 0			$   74,862			0%			Award Due for Closeout





			10			00J67701-4			Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation			DI			10/1/12			9/30/16			Active			$   237,485			$   821,941			29%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			10			00J50401-5			Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation			DI			10/1/11			9/30/16			Active			$   27,678			$   277,954			10%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			10			00J46101-3			Nez Perce Tribe			DI			10/1/11			9/30/16			Active			$   440,132			$   2,310,032			19%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			10			00J72201-3			Nez Perce Tribe			DI			10/1/13			9/30/18			Active			$   118,861			$   142,945			83%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			10			00J81201-2			Nez Perce Tribe			DI			10/1/13			9/30/18			Active			$   84,515			$   95,803			88%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance


			10			00J58801-2			Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall Reserv			DI			10/1/12			9/30/17			Active			$   1,581			$   115,000			1%			Final Award Awaiting Acceptance








4. Prevention


			4. Prevention: SOC, Inspections, Enforcement Actions


			Prevention Measures  (Significant Operational Compliance, Inspections, Enforcement) by Region


			EPA Region			FY13 Prevention SOC%			FY13 Detection SOC%			FY13 Combined SOC %			# FY13 Inspections Completed*						FY14 Prevention SOC%			FY14 Detection SOC%			FY14 Combined SOC %			# FY14 Inspections Completed*						FY15 Prevention SOC%			FY15 Detection SOC%			FY15 Combined SOC %			# FY15 Inspections Completed*			# FY16 Inspections Planned*			OnTrack to meet 3yr Inspect REQ? 			#of FY15 Enforce Actions** 			Plans for Issuing Indian country Delivery Prohibition in FY16


			Region 1			100%			75%			75%			4						DNA			DNA			DNA			0						DNA			DNA			DNA			0


			Region 2			DNA			DNA			DNA			0						83%			63%			63%			8						DNA			DNA			DNA			15


			Region 4			100%			0%			0%			3						70%			66%			50%			10						88%			38%			38%			8


			Region 5			82%			68%			66%			100						83%			67%			55%			78						90%			85%			80%			60						yes


			Region 6			93%			98%			93%			45						95%			98%			93%			40						97%			90%			87%			39


			Region 7			73%			53%			46%			15						0%			0%			0%			1						80%			30%			30%			10						yes


			Region 8			91%			79%			74%			57						58%			62%			53%			79						84%			89%			78%			56


			Region 9			87%			74%			64%			84						86%			81%			72%			74						88%			85%			77%			52						yes


			Region 10			89%			87%			84%			60						88%			94%			81%			69						93%			89%			84%			54


			Total			88%			76%			71%			368						80%			77%			68%			359						89%			84%			78%			294






















































































































































































































































































































































































5. Credentials Schedule


			Re			EPA Staff Lead			Tribe			Tribal Staff			Date Expected			Date Issued			Expiration Date			Expected Reissuance Date 						Credentials Reissued			Status			# Facilities Inspected Annually





			2			Ron Lockwood			Oneida Nation			Michael Massena			TBD																					14 facilities with 45 actives USTs


									Seneca Nation of Indians			Matthew Toguns			TBD																					34 Facilities with 74 active USTs


			4			Mallory Miller			Eastern Band of Cherokee			James M Long						Sep-07			Sept 10?			TBD									Left position			   9 active facilities


			5			Sandy Siler			Inter-tribal Council of Michigan*			Greg Shubel 			Fall 2009			2/16/ 2011   Feb2014			1/30/14															31 facilities has agreement to inspect USTs for 11 tribes in MI --inspects on all of the reservations in Michigan except on the Little River Band and Pokagon reservations)


																					1/19/17


						Kevin Hill			Oneida Tribe of Indians			Shawn Suri (Cred # 3418)			May-11			5/2/11			5/30/14												Left position			18 (17 on Oneida ) (49 USTs 22 facilities on Oneida)


												Michael Arce			Jun-14


															2016


						Mark Restaino			White Earth (MN)			Jamie Wark			Mar-12			Mar 19 2012															Left tribe Mar 23 2012			23 Facilities (5 may close) also maybe some in MN


												Richard Hiesler			Feburary 2016





									Millie Lacs* (MN)			Scott Hansen			Feburary 2016			3/19/12			3/30/15												Left position			21 Facilities (Formal agreement to inspect 15  Millie Lacs + 1 Lower Sioux+5 Shakopee)


												 Ryan Rupp and Andrew Boyd																								Projected- 1 – Upper Sioux, 1 – Prairie Island


									Red Lake* (MN)			John LeBlanc			13-Mar			2/1/13			12/6/15															Formal agreement to inspect 27 facilities on 8 different reservations.               


																					11/26/18															Red Lake: 10, Bois Forte: 2, Grand Portage: 2, Fond Du Lac: 5, Shakopee: 5,Prairie Island: 1, Lower Sioux: 1,Upper Sioux: 1


									Leech Lake			Ben Benoit						1/1/16			1/21/19															Total of 19 facilities all of which are on the Leech Lake Reservation





			8			Janice Pearson			Flat Head Reservation  			Tom McClure						2/23/12			3/15/15									2/23/12						78 USTs/29 facilities (inspect about 25/yr)


																		Mar-09			3/31/12


									Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians			Don DeCoteau			2014																					14 USTs/8 facilities


			9			Bobby Ojha			Navajo Nation			Warren Roan						3/09-			8/3/14			Mar-08						8/4/11						17 facilities per year  per inspector with 4 inspectors (total of 60-70 facilities per year)


																		1/17/11						No longer pursuing; instituting MOU


									Navajo Nation			Henry Haven						3/09-			8/3/14			Mar-08						8/4/11


																		1/17/11						No longer pursuing; instituting MOU


									Navajo Nation			Tanya Yazzie						8/4/11			8/3/14			No longer pursuing; instituting MOU


									Navajo Nation			Nathaniel Yazzie						8/4/11			8/3/14			No longer pursuing; instituting MOU


									Inter-Tribal Council of Arizona (ITCA)			??			??


									Washoe Tribe of Nevada*  **			William Bergquist						Oct-10			Oct-13												Left position			13


									Washoe Tribe of Nevada*  **			Tara Hess			By FY13			11/19/12			11/9/15


									Native American Environmental Protection Council (NAPEC)			Helen Herrera??? 			??																					(12 facilities; Agreement between among 8 tribes -Campo Band Kuymeyaay Indians


																																				(1)+ Chemehuevi Indian Tribe (1) + La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians(1)+ Morongo 


																																				Band Mission Indians (1)+Pala Band of Mission Indians(1)+ Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians(2)+Ramona Band of Cahuilla Indians (4)+ Rincon Luiseno Band of Mission Indians(1))


			10			Rob Rau			Shushone-Bannock			Kelly Wright						7-Apr			Apr-10			none						 no						5


									Nez Perce			Seth Hendrix			Jun-08			Oct-08															Left Position			10


									Nez Perce			Jerrod Rickman			Dec-11			12/21/11			12/30/14															Lead for all Facilities on Nez Perce (about 25)


									Yakama			Will Badonie						2/13/14			2/15/17															17 Active Facilities (number may increase) (5 facilities owned by tribal members


			Yellow Highlight = possibility of receiving credentials in next couple of years   Red Highlight= credentials expire in 2015


			Region s 1, 6 and 7 = NONE; Region 3 = N/A


			*Intertribal agreement in place to inspect USTs for more than one tribe. **Washoe Tribe of Nevada and six other Tribes has formed a coalition for conducting inspections; Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California, Walker River, Yerington Paiute Tribe, Duck Valley Shoshone Paiute Tribes, The Moapa Band of Paiutes, Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, and Ft. Independence (located south of Bishop, California).  This current group of tribes represents 9 UST facilities and 30 underground storage tanks.  Ultimately, the total universe under this coalition would be 13 UST sites and 43 underground storage tanks. 








6. 2014&2015LUST Bklog by Tribe


			6. Cleanup: FY 2014 and FY 2015 LUST Backlog by Tribe 


			LUST Backlog Sites in Indian Country, by Tribe


			As of September 30, 2014 (FY 2014) and September 30, 2015 (FY 2015)


												2014			2015


			EPA Region			#Tribes/Region			Tribe			# Backlog LUST Sites with Confirmed Releases 			# Backlog LUST Sites with Confirmed Releases 


			Region 2			1			Onondaga Nation			1


			Subtotal			1						1


			Region 4			1			Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians of North Carolina			5


			Subtotal			2						5


			Region 5			1			Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa			2


						2			Forest County			1


						3			Fond du Lac			2


						4			Keweenaw Bay Indian Community			4


						5			Leech Lake Band  (of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe)			1


						6			Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin			2


						7			Oneida Nation of Wisconsin			1


						8			Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians			2


						9			Saginaw Chippewa Tribe of Michigan			44


						10			Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians			1


						11			Shakopee Mdewakanton Community			1


						12			White Earth Band  (of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe)			4


			Subtotal			12						65


			Region 6			1			Cherokee Nation			1


						2			Jicarilla Apache Tribe			2


			Subtotal			2						3


			Region 7			1			Omaha Tribe of Nebraska			6


						2			Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska			2


			Subtotal			2						8


			Region 8			1			Blackfeet			11


						2			Cheyenne (Northern)			5


						3			Cheyenne River			5


						4			Crow			8


						5			Crow Creek			1


						6			Flathead			17


						7			Fort Berthold			1


						8			Fort Peck			16


						9			Lower Brule			1


						10			Pine Ridge			5


						11			Rocky Boys			1


						12			Rosebud			2


						13			Southern Ute			1


						14			Turtle Mountain			1


						15			Uintah & Ouray			14


						16			Wind River			45


						17			Yankton			1


			Subtotal			17						135


			Region 9			1			Bishop Paiute			1


						2			Camp Verde Yavapai Apache			1


						3			Chemehuevi 			3


						4			Colorado River			11


						5			Shoshone Paiute Duck Valley			1


						6			Fort McDowell Yavapai			1


						7			Fort Mojave			1


						8			Gila River			3


						9			Hopi			1


						10			Navajo			46


						11			Pala Mission			1


						12			San Carlos Apache			1


						13			White Mountain Apache			2


			Subtotal			13						73


U.S. EPA User or Contractor: U.S. EPA User or Contractor:
Reported 69 in LUST4 will correct at Mid FY15 to make it 73


						2			Nez Perce			1


						3			Makah			1


						4			Suquamish			1


						5			Tulalip			0


						8			Quinault			1


						5			Yakama			7


			Subtotal			5						11


			TOTAL			54			Tribes			301








			Source: EPA Regional data



































7. 2014 & 2015 Tribes with USTs


			7. FY 2014 and FY 2015 Tribes with USTs


			Tribes With Active, Temporarily Out of Use, and Closed Federally-Regulated USTs


			Federally Regulated USTs in Indian Country, by Tribe


			As of September 30, 2014 (FY 2014) and as of September 30, 2015





			Tribes With Active, Temporarily Out of Use, and Closed Federally-Regulated USTs*  


			Source: EPA Regional data-includes tribally and non-tribally owned USTs in Indian country


												2014															2015


			EPA Region			#Tribes/Region			Tribe			# Active USTs*  			# Active Facilities			# Temporarily Out of Use USTs			# Closed USTs						# Active USTs*  			# Active Facilities			# Temporarily Out of Use USTs			# Closed USTs


			Region 1			1			Mohegan Tribe of Indians of Connecticut			9			3			0			0


						2			Mashantucket Pequot Tribe			4			1			0			1


			Subtotal			2						13			4			0			1


			Region 2*			1			Cayuga Nation of New York* 			5			2			0			0


						2			Cayuga Seneca Nation of Oklahoma			3			1			0			0


						3			Oneida Nation* 			45			14			Data unavail.			Data unavail.


						4			Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe*			3			1			Data unavail.			Data unavail.


						5			Seneca Nation  			74			34			Data unavail.			Data unavail.


						6			Tonawanda Band of Seneca Indians*			8			4			Data unavail.			Data unavail.


						7			Tuscarora Nation*			18			9			Data unavail.			Data unavail.


			Subtotal			7						156			65			0			28


U.S. EPA User or Contractor: U.S. EPA User or Contractor:
Historical Data; unable to verify number and location


			Region 4			1			Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians of North Carolina			29			10			9			44


						2			Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida			6			1			0			2


						3			Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians			13			5			0			11


						4			Poarch Band of Creek Indians 			6			3			0			0


						5			Seminole Tribe of Florida			7			2			0			18


			Subtotal			5						61			21			9			75


			Region 5			1			Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa			6			2			2			3


						2			Bay Mills 			3			1			0			2


						3			Bois Forte Band of Chippewa  (of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe)			6			2			0			11


						4			Fond Du Lac Band  (of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe)			10			5			0			27


						5			Forest County Potawatomi Community			6			2			0			0


						6			Grand Portage Band  (of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe)			7			2			0			16


						7			Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians			3			1			0			3


						8			Hannahville Indian Community			4			1			0			0


						9			Ho-Chunk Nation 			16						2			0


						10			Keweenaw Bay Indian Community			18			5			1			38


						11			Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians 			9			3			0			36


						12			Lac Du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians			4			1			0			42


						13			Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians			2			1			0			0


						14			Leech Lake Band  (of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe)			48			20			0			165


						15			Little River 			3			1			0			0


						16			Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians			2			1			0			0


						17			Lower Sioux Indian Community			5			1			0			0


						18			Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin			10			6			0			46


						19			Mille Lacs Band  (of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe)			38			15			5			66


						20			Oneida Nation of Wisconsin			50			22			0			114


						21			Pokagon Band			1			1			0			0


						22			Prairie Island Indian Community			3			1			0			0


						23			Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians 			5			2			0			5


						24			Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians			18			10			3			37


						25			Saginaw Chippewa Tribe of Michigan			98			31			3			318


						26			Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians			5			2			0			1


						27			Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community			15			5			0			0


						28			Sokaogon Chippewa Community			6			2			0			2


						29			St. Croix Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin			5			1			0			5


						30			Stockbridge Munsee Community			3			1			0			7


						31			Upper Sioux			3			1			0			0


						32			White Earth Band  (of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe)			40			19			3			99


			Subtotal			32						452			168			19			1043


			Region 6***			1			Absentee Shawnee Tribe 			3			1			0			4


						2			Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas			4			1			0			2


						3			All Indian Pueblo Council			3			1			0			0


						4			Apache Tribe of Oklahoma			0			1			2			5


						5			Cherokee Nation			4			1			0			5


						6			Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma			4			1			0			15


						7			Chickasaw Nation			26			9			1			11


						8			Chitimaca Tribe of Louisiana			7			2			0			2


						9			Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma			37			11			0			10


						10			Citizen Potawatomi Nation			11			2			0			5


						11			Comanche Nation			8			3			0			0


						12			Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana			3			1			0			3


						13			Jicarilla Apache Nation			8			3			0			19


						14			Kaw Nation			4			1			0			0


						15			Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma			3			1			0			0


						16			Mescalero Apache Tribe			4			2			4			6


						17			Muscogee (Creek) Nation			13			3			0			10


						18			Ohkay Owingeh 			15			6			2			19


						19			Osage Nation			8			2			0			2


						20			Otoe-Missouria Tribe 			7			2			0			2


						21			Ottowa Tribe of Oklahoma			3			1			0			3


						22			Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma			8			3			0			8


						23			Pueblo of Acoma			8			1			0			5


						24			Pueblo of Cochiti			3			1			0			7


						25			Pueblo of Isleta			9			2			0			3


						26			Pueblo of Jemez			3			1			0			1


						27			Pueblo of Laguna			14			3			0			30


						28			Pueblo of Nambe			8			1			0			0


						29			Pueblo of Picuris			7			3			0			20


						30			Pueblo of Pojoaque			6			2			0			8


						31			Pueblo of San Felipe			3			1			0			0


						32			Pueblo of San Ildefonso			10			2			0			6


						33			Pueblo of Sandia			11			3			0			0


						34			Pueblo of Santa Ana			6			2			0			2


						35			Pueblo of Santa Clara			23			8			4			18


						36			Puebelo of Santa Domingo (formerly Kewa Pueblo)			4			1			0			10


						37			Pueblo of Taos			7			2			0			12


						38			Pueblo of Tesuque			3			1			0			2


						39			Zuni Tribe (Formerly Pueblo of Zuni)			5			2			2			17


						40			Seminole Nation of Oklahoma			9			3			1			2


						41			Tonkawa Tribe of Oklahoma			2			1			0			0


						42			Wichita and Affiliated Tribes			4			1			0			0


			Subtotal			42						328			99			16			274


			Region 7			1			Kickapoo Tribe in Kansas			7			2			1			1


						2			Omaha Tribe of Nebraska			36			10			8			59


						3			Prairie Band of Potawatomi Nation 			3			1			0			0


						4			Sac & Fox Nation of Missouri in Kansas and Nebraska			10			2			0			0


						5			Sac & Fox Tribe of Mississippi in Iowa (Meskwaki Nation)			4			1			0			0


						6			Santee Sioux Nation			2			1			0			6


						7			Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska			9			3			0			30


			Subtotal			7						71			20			9			96


			Region 8			1			Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck Reservation			38			12			0			178


						2			Blackfeet Tribe			31			12			3			165


						3			Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe			22			9			0			114


						4			Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Reservation			78			29			5			326


						5			Crow Creek Sioux Tribe			11			6			3			11


						6			Crow Tribe			19			16			3			102


						7			Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe			4			2			0			6


						8			Fort Belknap Indian Community			4			2


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
1 of the facility is abandoned, with tanks in place.  Tanks were "closed" pre-regulation.  			6			10


						9			Lower Brule Sioux Tribe			3			2			3			12


						10			Northern Arapaho Tribe of the Wind River Reservation			51


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation boundaries are disputed, numbers relfect best estimates 			19


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation boundaries are disputed, numbers relfect best estimates 			0


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation boundaries are disputed, numbers relfect best estimates 			325


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation boundaries are disputed, numbers relfect best estimates 


																														


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation boundaries are disputed, numbers relfect best estimates 			11			Northern Cheyenne Tribe			5			2			0			37


						12			Oglala Sioux Tribe of the Pine Ridge Reservation			19			12			4			122


						13			Rosebud Sioux Tribe			22			11			5			68


						14			Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate of the Lake Traverse Reservation 			30			3


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
MULTIPLE FACILITIES MAY NEED TO BE DELETED. RESERVATION IS DE-ESTABLISHED AND UNDER JURISDICITONOF THE STATE.  			4


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
MULTIPLE FACILITIES MAY NEED TO BE DELETED. RESERVATION IS DE-ESTABLISHED AND UNDER JURISDICITONOF THE STATE.  															


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation boundaries are disputed, numbers relfect best estimates 			7


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
MULTIPLE FACILITIES MAY NEED TO BE DELETED. RESERVATION IS DE-ESTABLISHED AND UNDER JURISDICITONOF THE STATE.  


																																				


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation boundaries are disputed, numbers relfect best estimates 			


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
MULTIPLE FACILITIES MAY NEED TO BE DELETED. RESERVATION IS DE-ESTABLISHED AND UNDER JURISDICITONOF THE STATE.  			


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
MULTIPLE FACILITIES MAY NEED TO BE DELETED. RESERVATION IS DE-ESTABLISHED AND UNDER JURISDICITONOF THE STATE.  			15			Southern Paiute			2			1			0			1


						16			Southern Ute Indian Tribe			16			6			0			67


						17			Spirit Lake Tribe			5			3			1			32


						18			Standing Rock Sioux Tribe			29			13			2			130


						19			Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold Reservation			41			26			3			121


						20			Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians			14			8			2			28


						21			Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah & Ouray Reservation			43


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation Boundaries are Disputed, numbers are best estimates due to boundary disputes.																								


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
MULTIPLE FACILITIES MAY NEED TO BE DELETED. RESERVATION IS DE-ESTABLISHED AND UNDER JURISDICITONOF THE STATE.  			15


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation Boundaries are Disputed, numbers are best guesses due to boundary disputes.			2


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation Boundaries are Disputed, numbers are best guesses due to boundary disputes.			237


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation Boundaries are Disputed, numbers are best guesses due to boundary disputes.


																											


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation Boundaries are Disputed, numbers are best estimates due to boundary disputes.			


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation Boundaries are Disputed, numbers are best guesses due to boundary disputes.			


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation Boundaries are Disputed, numbers are best guesses due to boundary disputes.			


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation Boundaries are Disputed, numbers are best guesses due to boundary disputes.			


U.S. EPA User or Contractor: U.S. EPA User or Contractor:
Historical Data; unable to verify number and location															


U.S. EPA User or Contractor: U.S. EPA User or Contractor:
Historical Data; unable to verify number and location			


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
1 of the facility is abandoned, with tanks in place.  Tanks were "closed" pre-regulation.  			


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation boundaries are disputed, numbers relfect best estimates 			


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation boundaries are disputed, numbers relfect best estimates 			


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation boundaries are disputed, numbers relfect best estimates 			


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation boundaries are disputed, numbers relfect best estimates 									


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
1 of the facility is abandoned, with tanks in place.  Tanks were "closed" pre-regulation.  			


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
Reservation boundaries are disputed, numbers relfect best estimates 			


Gary Wang: Gary Wang:
MULTIPLE FACILITIES MAY NEED TO BE DELETED. RESERVATION IS DE-ESTABLISHED AND UNDER JURISDICITONOF THE STATE.  			22			Ute Mountain Ute Tribe			9			2			0			15


			Subtotal			22						496			211			46			2114


			Region 9			1			Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians			14			4			0			31


						2			Ak Chin			2			1			0			8


						3			Barona Band of Mission Indians			4			1			0			0


						4			Bear River Bank of the Rohnerville Rancheria			3			1			0			0


						5			Blue Lake Rancheria			3			1			0			0


						7			CAMP VERDE YAVAPAI-APACHE (Yavapai-Apache Nation of the Camp Verde Indian Reservation)			2			1			0			12


						9			Chemehuevi Indian Tribe			2			1			0			13


						10			Colorado River Indian Tribes			21			7			0			93


						11			Duck Valley   (Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of the Duck Valley Res)			4			1			0			15


						13			FALLON PAIUTE-SHOSHONE (Paiute- Shoshone Tribe of the Fallonw Reservation and Colony			8			2			0			0


						14			Fort Independence Indian Reservation			3			1			0			0


						15			Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation			4			1			0			4


						16			Fort Mojave Indian Tribe 			3			1			0			12


						17			Gila River Indian Community			14			5			0			64


						18			Hoopa Valley Tribe			0			1			0			24


						19			Hopi Tribe			6			3			0			46


						20			Jackson Rancheria Band of Miwok Indians			3			1			0			0


						21			La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians			3			1			0			0


						22			Las Vegas Paiute Tribe			3			1			0			0


						24			Mooretown Rancheria of Maidu Indians			3			1			0			0


						25			Morongo Band of Mission Indians			4			1			0			2


						26			Navajo Nation			229			98			6			693


						27			Pala Band of Mission Indians			3			1			0			3


						29			Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians			4			2			0			2


						30			Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe			8			3			1			14


						34			Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community			17			5			0			51


						35			San Carlos Apache Tribe			8			3			2			43


						36			Smith River Rancheria			3			1			0			0


						38			Te-Moak Tribe of Western Shoshone of Nevada, Elkko Band (SHOSHONE)			3			1			0			0


						39			Tohono O'Odham Nation (San Xaiver)			13			5			1			70


						40			Tonto Apache			3			1			0			0


						41			Torres Martinez Desert Indians			4			1			0			0


						42			Walker River Paiute Tribe			4			1			0			11


						44			White Mountain Apache Tribe			22			8			5			78


						45			Yavapai-Prescott Indian Tribe			4			1			0			6


						46			Yerington Paiute Tribe			2			1			0			0


			Subtotal			47						436			169			15			1295


			Region 10			1			Coeur d'Alene Tribe			24			10			3			95


						2			Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis 			9			3			0			0


						3			Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation			29			10			0			122


						4			Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Community			3			1			0			1


						5			Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Reservation			8			1			0			36


						6			Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs 			15			6			3			15


						7			Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation			47			16			5			346


						8			Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians			6			1			0			5


						9			Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe			4			1			0			0


						10			Kalispel Tribe			3			1			0			0


						11			Klamath Tribe			5			1			0			0


						12			Lummi Tribe			4			2			0			16


						13			Makah Indian Tribe			2			3			1			48


						14			Muckleshoot Indian Tribe			10			3			0			19


						15			Nez Perce Tribe			53			20			6			272


						16			Nisqually Indian Tribe			2			2			3			5


						17			Nooksack Indian Tribe			2			1			0			5


						18			Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe			5			1			0			3


						19			Puyallup Tribe			20			7			2			0


						20			Quinault Tribe			10			3			0			35


						21			Sauk-Suiattle Tribe			4			1			0			0


						22			Shoalwater Bay Tribe			3			1			0			0


						23			Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall Reservation			19			6			2			121


						24			Skokomish Indian Tribe			4			1			0			20


						25			Spokane Tribe			19			5			0			23


						26			Squaxin Island Tribe			8			2			0			4


						27			Stillaguamish			6			2			0			0


						28			Suquamish Indian Tribe			13			3			0			7


						29			Swinomish Indians			6			2			0			2


						30			Tulalip Tribes			22			7			0			32


						31			Upper Skagit Indian Tribe			5			3			0			0


			Subtotal			31						370			126			25			1232








			Total			195			Tribes			2383			883			139			6158						0			0			0			0


												Active 			Active 			TOU			Closed						Active 			Active 			TOU			Closed


												USTs			Facilities			USTs			USTs						USTs			Facilities			USTs			USTs


			Notes:   


			Source:  EPA Regional data- includes tribally and non-tribally owned USTs in Indian country.





			Note:  “Active” means all USTs or Facilities that are in active operational use 





			*Region 2 only has facility data for most tribes, as such the number of USTs is estimated at 2.65 per facility











8. FY14-15 Trbs ONLY clsed USTs


			8. FY 2014 and FY 2015 Tribes with Only Closed USTs





			Federally Regulated USTs in Indian Country, by Tribe


			As of September 30, 2014 (FY 2014) and September 30, 2015 ( FY2015)


			Tribes With ONLY Closed Federally-Regulated USTs (No Active USTs)





			Source:  EPA Regional data- includes tribally and non-tribally owned USTs in Indian country.


												2014			2015


			EPA Region			#Tribes/Region			Tribe			Cumulative # Permanently Closed Petroleum UST Systems Regulated under Subtitle I			Cumulative # Permanently Closed Petroleum UST Systems Regulated under Subtitle I


			Region 1			1			Passamaquoddy Tribe of Maine			4


			Subtotal			1						4


			Region 6			1			Delaware Nation (West)			2


						2			Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma			3


						3			Pueblo of Zia			3


						4			Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma			4


						5			Seneca-Cayuga Tribe of Oklahoma			3


						6			Wyandotte Nation			3


						7			Ysleta del Sur Pueblo of Texas			6


			Subtotal			7						24


			Region 8			1			Chippewa-Cree Indians of the Rocky Boy's Reservation			14


						2			Skull Valley Band of Goshute Indians			5


						4			Yankton Sioux Tribe			5


			Subtotal			4						24


						1			Bishop Paiute Tribe (Paiute-Shoshone Indians of the Bishop Community of the Bishop Colony)			3


						2			Cocopah Tribe			6


						3			Confederated Tribes of the Goshute			3


						4			Duckwater			1


						5			Fort McDermitt Paiute-Shoshone			1


						6			Havasupai Tribe			2


						7			Hualapai Indian Tribe			22


						8			La Posta Band of Digueno Mission Indians			1


						9			Moapa Paiute			1


						10			Quechan (Fort Yuma)			1


						11			Reno-Sparks Indian Colony			1


						12			Rincon			2


						13			Rumsey Indian Tribe			2


						14			San Xavier (Tohono O'odham)			11


						15			Tule River			3


						16			Washoe			2


						17			Yurok			2


			Subtotal			17						64


			Region 10			1			Metlakatla Indian Community			15


						2			Quileute Tribe			11


			Subtotal			2						26


			Total:			31			Tribes			142





			Source:  EPA Regional data- includes tribally and non-tribally owned USTs in Indian country.








9 Region 2 Insp, SOC Trends


			Active USTs (UST1-UST2)


			State			EOY 2008			EOY 2009			EOY 2010			EOY 2011			EOY 2012			EOY 2013			EOY 2014			EOY 2015			EOY 2016


			R2 Tribal			133			132			132			132			132			160			156			156


			National Tribal			2,656			2,625			2,668			2,587			2,544			2,618			2516			2503


			National Total			623,319			611,448			597,333			590,104			583,524			577,981			570731			565956





			SOC Rates


			R2 rarely reports SOC due to inspections difficulties.


			In 2014, the National SOC rate for Indian Country is 68%


			Inspections


			State			2009 EOY			2010 EOY			2011 EOY			2012 EOY			2013 EOY			2014 EOY			2015 EOY			2016 EOY			3-yr sum


			R2 Tribal			35			0			3			0			0			8			15						23


			National Tribal			414			372			329			366			368			359			294						1,021


			National Total			141,656			106,725			99,488			99,235			95,827			92,883			94287						282,997


			Confirmed Releases


			R2 has reported 7 confirmed releases in Indian country over the last several years.


			In 2015, there were a total of 6 releases reported in Indian Country.





			Cleanups Completed


			R2 has reported 1 cleanups completed in Indian country this year.  Their backlog is 0


			In 2015, there were a total of 32 cleanups completed reported in Indian Country.  


			SOC Rates


			Combined SOC


						R2 Tribal			National Tribal			National


			EOY 05						37%			65%


			EOY 06						55%			62%


			EOY 07						46.18%			62.53%


			EOY 08						56.20%			65.75%


			EOY 09						58.57%			66.43%


			EOY 10						63.59%			68.65%


			Mid 11			52%			65.00%			71.30%


			EOY 11			67%			61.44%			70.96%


			EOY 12						79.00%			71.46%


			EOY 13						71.00%			71.60%


			EOY 14			63%			68%			72.50%


			EOY 15			-			89%			85.70%
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Tribal Inspections


R2 Tribal	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	35	0	3	0	0	8	15	National Tribal	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	414	372	329	366	368	359	294	R2 Tribal SOC





R2 Tribal	Mid 11	EOY 11	EOY 12	EOY 13	EOY 14	EOY 15	0.52	0.67	0.63	0	











9 Region 4 SOC, Insp,Trends


			Active USTs (UST1-UST2)


						EOY 08			EOY 09			EOY 10			EOY 11			EOY 12			EOY 13			EOY 14			EOY 15


			R4 Tribal			65			63			64			63			63			63			70			68


			National Tribal			2,656			2,625			2,668			2,587			2,544			2,618			2516			2503


			National Total			623,319			611,448			597,333			590,104			583,524			577,981			570731			565956


			SOC Rates


			Combined SOC


						R4 Tribal			National Tribal			National


			EOY 05			35%			37%			65%


			EOY 06						55%			62%


			EOY 07			19%			46.18%			62.53%


			EOY 08						56.20%			65.75%


			EOY 09						58.57%			66.43%


			EOY 10			70%			63.59%			68.65%


			EOY 11			88%			61.44%			70.96%


			EOY 12			66%			79.00%			71.46%


			EOY 13			0%			71.00%			71.60%


			EOY 14			50%			68%			72.50%


			EOY 15			88%			89%			85.70%





			Inspections


						2009 EOY			2010 EOY			2011 EOY			2012 EOY			2013 EOY			2014 EOY			2015 EOY			3-yr sum


			R4 Tribal			41			10			9			6			3			10			8			21


			National Tribal			414			372			329			366			368			359			294			1,021


			National Total			141,656			106,725			99,488			99,235			95,827			92,883			94287			282,997
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R4 Tribal Inspections


R4 Tribal National Tribal	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	41	10	9	6	3	10	8	R4 Tribal SOC


R4 Tribal	EOY 05	EOY 06	EOY 07	EOY 08	EOY 09	EOY 10	EOY 11	EOY 12	EOY 13	EOY 14	EOY 15	0.35	0.19	0.7	0.88	0.66	0	0.5	0.88	National Tribal	EOY 05	EOY 06	EOY 07	EOY 08	EOY 09	EOY 10	EOY 11	EOY 12	EOY 13	EOY 14	EOY 15	0.37109999999999999	0.55000000000000004	0.46184024896265552	0.5619936413734633	0.58567712634186631	0.63586206896551722	0.6143908323281061	0.79	0.71	0.68	0.89	National	EOY 05	EOY 06	EOY 07	EOY 08	EOY 09	EOY 10	EOY 11	EOY 12	EOY 13	EOY 14	EOY 15	0.64870000000000005	0.62350000000000005	0.62534477327778304	0.65745112153598118	0.66427744295703028	0.68645005236639733	0.7096338366204058	0.71460000000000001	0.71599999999999997	0.72499999999999998	0.85699999999999998	


9 Reg 5 SOC, Insp, Cnup Trends


			Active USTs (UST1-UST2)


			State			EOY 2008			EOY 2009			EOY 2010			EOY 2011			EOY 2012			EOY 2013			EOY 2014			EOY 2015


			R5 Tribal			435			423			482			463			461			481			471			461


			National Tribal			2,656			2,625			2,668			2,587			2,544			2,618			2516			2503


			National Total			623,319			611,448			597,333			590,104			583,524			577,981			570731			565956


			SOC Rates


			Combined SOC


						EOY 05			EOY 06			EOY 07			EOY 08			EOY 09			EOY 10			EOY 11			EOY 12			EOY 13			EOY 14			EOY 15


			R5 Tribal			8%			54%			27%			43%			52%			28%			52%			67%			66%			55%			90%


			National Tribal			37%			55%			46%			56%			59%			64%			61%			79%			71%			68%			89%


			National			65%			62%			63%			66%			66%			69%			71%			71%			72%			72.50%			85.70%














			Inspections


			State			2009 EOY			2010 EOY			2011 EOY			2012 EOY			2013 EOY			2014 EOY			2015 EOY			3-yr sum


			R5 Tribal			48			68			82			72			100			78			60			250


			National Tribal			414			372			329			366			368			359			294			1,093


			National Total			141,656			106,725			99,488			99,235			95,827			92,883			94287			287,945


			Confirmed Releases


			State			2006 EOY			2007 EOY			2008 EOY			2009 EOY			2010 EOY			2011 EOY			2012 EOY			2013 EOY			2014 EOY			2015 EOY			2015 Release Rate


U.S. EPA User or Contractor: U.S. EPA User or Contractor:
Someone should check forumlas here  for accuracy


			R5 Tribal			3			5			1			2			4			0			8			0			1			1			0.21%


			National Tribal			32			18			23			18			26			3			15			5			12			14			0.56%


			National Total			8,361			7,570			7,364			7,168			6,328			5,998			5,674			6,128			6,847			6,830			1.20%


			Cleanups Completed - EOY


			State			2009			2010			2011			2012			2013			2014			2015			% Change			Actual Change 			Current Backlog


			R5 Tribal			4			4			2			6			3			3			3			0%			0			71


			National Tribal			49			62			42			47			18			26			32			23%			6			291


			NATIONAL TOTAL			12,944			11,591			11,169			10,927			11,582			10,393			9,869			-5%			-524			71,861
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R5 Tribal Inspections


R5 Tribal	EOY 2008	EOY 2009	EOY 2010	EOY 2011	EOY 2012	EOY 2013	EOY 2014	EOY 2015	435	423	482	463	461	481	471	461	National Tribal	EOY 2008	EOY 2009	EOY 2010	EOY 2011	EOY 2012	EOY 2013	EOY 2014	EOY 2015	2656	2625	2668	2587	2544	2618	2516	2503	Combined SOC Rates


R5 Tribal	EOY 05	EOY 06	EOY 07	EOY 08	EOY 09	EOY 10	EOY 11	EOY 12	EOY 13	EOY 14	EOY 15	0.08	0.54	0.27	0.43	0.52	0.28000000000000003	0.52	0.67	0.66	0.55000000000000004	0.9	National Tribal	EOY 05	EOY 06	EOY 07	EOY 08	EOY 09	EOY 10	EOY 11	EOY 12	EOY 13	EOY 14	EOY 15	0.37109999999999999	0.55000000000000004	0.46184024896265552	0.5619936413734633	0.58567712634186631	0.63586206896551722	0.6143908323281061	0.79	0.71	0.68	0.89	National	EOY 05	EOY 06	EOY 07	EOY 08	EOY 09	EOY 10	EOY 11	EOY 12	EOY 13	EOY 14	EOY 15	0.64870000000000005	0.62350000000000005	0.62534477327778304	0.65745112153598118	0.66427744295703028	0.68645005236639733	0.7096338366204058	0.71460000000000001	0.71599999999999997	0.72499999999999998	0.85699999999999998	R5 Tribal Inspectons


R5 Tribal	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	48	68	82	72	100	78	60	Tribal Confirmed Releases


R5 Tribal	2006 EOY	2007 EOY	2008 EOY	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	3	5	1	2	4	0	8	0	1	1	National Tribal	2006 EOY	2007 EOY	2008 EOY	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	32	18	23	18	26	3	15	5	12	14	Tribal Cleanups Completed


R5 Tribal	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	4	4	2	6	3	3	3	National Tribal	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	49	62	42	47	18	26	32	


9 Rg 6 SOC, Insp, Cnup Trends


			Active USTs (UST1-UST2)


			State			EOY 2008			EOY 2009			EOY 2010			EOY 2011			EOY 2012			EOY 2013			EOY 2014			EOY 2015


			R6 Tribal			319			318			307			306			308			320			344			353


			National Tribal			2,656			2,625			2,668			2,587			2,544			2,618			2516			2503


			National Total			623,319			611,448			597,333			590,104			583,524			577,981			570731			565956


			SOC Rates


						Combined SOC


						EOY 06			EOY 07			EOY 08			EOY 09			EOY 10			EOY 11			EOY 12			EOY 13			EOY 14			EOY 15


			R6 Tribal			63.60%			61%			65%			73%			82%			77%			83%			93%			93%			97%


			National Tribal			55%			46.18%			56.20%			58.57%			63.59%			61.44%			79.00%			71.00%			68%			89%


			National			62%			62.53%			65.75%			66.43%			68.65%			70.96%			71.46%			71.60%			72.50%			85.70%


			Inspections


			Region			2009 EOY			2010 EOY			2011 EOY			2012 EOY			2013 EOY			2014 EOY			2015 EOY			3-yr sum


			R6 Tribal			42			39			52			36			45			40			39			124


			National Tribal			414			372			329			366			368			359			294			1,021


			National Total			141,656			106,725			99,488			99,235			95,827			92883			94287			282,997


			Confirmed Releases


			Region			2007 EOY			2008 EOY			2009 EOY			2010 EOY			2011 EOY			2012 EOY			2013 EOY			2014 EOY			2015 EOY			2014 Release Rate


			R6 Tribal			4			1			2			2			2			2			1			2			0			0.00%


			National Tribal			18			23			18			26			3			15			5			12			14			0.56%


			National Total			7,570			7,364			7,168			6,328			5,998			5,674			6,128			6,847			6,830			1.21%


			Cleanups Completed - EOY


			Region			2009			2010			2011			2012			2013			2014			2015			% Change (15 vs. 14)			Actual Change (15 vs. 14)			Current Backlog


			R6 Tribal			2			1			7			3			3			1			1			0%			0			2


			National Tribal			49			62			42			47			18			26			32			23%			6			291


			National Total			12,944			11,591			11,169			10,927			11,582			10,393			9,869			-5%			-524			71,861


			R6 Tribal Backlog			5			6			0			4			2			3			2
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R6 Tribal USTs


R6 Tribal	EOY 2008	EOY 2009	EOY 2010	EOY 2011	EOY 2012	EOY 2013	EOY 2014	EOY 2015	319	318	307	306	308	320	344	353	National Tribal	EOY 2008	EOY 2009	EOY 2010	EOY 2011	EOY 2012	EOY 2013	EOY 2014	EOY 2015	2656	2625	2668	2587	2544	2618	2516	2503	R6 Tribal SOC


R6 Tribal	EOY 06	EOY 07	EOY 08	EOY 09	EOY 10	EOY 11	EOY 12	EOY 13	EOY 14	EOY 15	0.63600000000000001	0.60499999999999998	0.64700000000000002	0.73	0.82	0.77	0.83	0.93	0.93	0.97	National Tribal	EOY 06	EOY 07	EOY 08	EOY 09	EOY 10	EOY 11	EOY 12	EOY 13	EOY 14	EOY 15	0.55000000000000004	0.46184024896265552	0.5619936413734633	0.58567712634186631	0.63586206896551722	0.6143908323281061	0.79	0.71	0.68	0.89	National	EOY 06	EOY 07	EOY 08	EOY 09	EOY 10	EOY 11	EOY 12	EOY 13	EOY 14	EOY 15	0.62350000000000005	0.62534477327778304	0.65745112153598118	0.66427744295703028	0.68645005236639733	0.7096338366204058	0.71460000000000001	0.71599999999999997	0.72499999999999998	0.85699999999999998	R6 Tribal Inspections


R6 Tribal	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	42	39	52	36	45	40	39	R6 Tribal Confirmed Releases


R6 Tribal	2007 EOY	2008 EOY	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	4	1	2	2	2	2	1	2	0	National Tribal	2007 EOY	2008 EOY	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	18	23	18	26	3	15	5	12	14	R6 Tribal Cleanups


R6 Tribal	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2	1	7	3	3	1	1	National Tribal	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	49	62	42	47	18	26	32	R6 Tribal Backlog	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	5	6	0	4	2	3	2	


9 Rg 7 SOC, Insp, Cnup Trends


			Active USTs (UST1-UST2)


			State			EOY 2008			EOY 2009			EOY 2010			EOY 2011			EOY 2012			EOY 2013			EOY 2014			EOY 2015


			R7 Tribal			91			91			91			91			91			80			80			80


			National Tribal			2,656			2,625			2,668			2,587			2,544			2,618			2516			2503


			National Total			623,319			611,448			597,333			590,104			583,524			577,981			570731			565956





			SOC Rates


						Comnbined SOC


						EOY 05			EOY 06			EOY 07			EOY 08			EOY 09			EOY 10			EOY 11			EOY 12			EOY 13			EOY 14			EOY 15


			R7 Tribal			0%			0%									64%			66%						75%			46%			0%			80%


			National Tribal			37%			55%			46.18%			56.20%			58.57%			63.59%			61.44%			79.00%			71.00%			68%			89%


			National			65%			62%			62.53%			65.75%			66.43%			68.65%			70.96%			71.46%			71.60%			72.50%			85.70%





			Inspections


			State			2009 EOY			2010 EOY			2011 EOY			2012 EOY			2013 EOY			2014 EOY			2015 EOY			3-yr sum


			R7 Tribal			31			15			0			4			15			1			10			26


			National Tribal			414			372			329			366			368			359			294			1,021


			National Total			141,656			106,725			99,488			99,235			95,827			92,883			94,287			282,997





			Confirmed Releases


			State			2006 EOY			2007 EOY			2008 EOY			2009 EOY			2010 EOY			2011 EOY			2012 EOY			2013 EOY			2014 EOY			2015 EOY			2015Release Rate


			R7 Tribal			0			0			0			0			0			0			1			0			1			1			1.25%


			National Tribal			32			18			23			18			26			3			15			5			12			14			0.56%


			National Total			8,361			7,570			7,364			7,168			6,328			5,998			5,674			6,128			6,847			6,830			1.21%


			Cleanups Completed - EOY


			Region						2009			2010			2011			2012			2013			2014			2015			% Change (15 vs. 14)			Actual Change (15 vs. 14)			Current Backlog


			7			R7 Tribal			2			1			1			2			0			0			0			ERROR:#DIV/0!			0			9


			National Tribal						49			62			42			47			18			26			32			23%			6			291


			NATIONAL TOTAL						12,944			11,591			11,169			10,927			11,582			10,393			9,869			-5%			-524			71,861
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R7 Tribal Inspections


R7 Tribal	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	31	15	0	4	15	1	10	R7 Tribal Cleanups Completed





R7 Tribal	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2	1	1	2	0	0	0	











9 Rg 8 SOC, Insp, Cnup Trends


			Active USTs (UST1-UST2)


			State			EOY 2008			EOY 2009			EOY 2010			EOY 2011			EOY 2012			EOY 2013			EOY 2014			EOY 2015


			R8 Tribal			556			553			552			543			538			536			542			529


			National Tribal			2,656			2,625			2,668			2,587			2,544			2,618			2516			2503


			National Total			623,319			611,448			597,333			590,104			583,524			577,981			570731			565956








						Combined SOC


						EOY 05			EOY 06			EOY 07			EOY 08			EOY 09			EOY 10			EOY 11			EOY 12			EOY 13			EOY14			EOY15


			R8 Tribal			58%			79%			71%			69%			73%			80%			66%			82%			74%			53%			84%


			National Tribal			37%			55%			46.18%			56.20%			58.57%			63.59%			61.44%			79.00%			71%			68%			89%


			National			65%			62%			62.53%			65.75%			66.43%			68.65%			70.96%			71.46%			72%			72.50%			85.70%


			Inspections															Estimated tanks per facility									2.78


			State			2009 EOY			2010 EOY			2011 EOY			2012 EOY			2013 EOY			2014 EOY			2015 EOY			3-yr sum


			R8 Tribal			79			77			68			77			57			79			56			192


			National Tribal			414			372			329			366			368			359			294			1,021


			National Total			141,656			106,725			99,488			99,235			95,827			92,883			94,287			282,997


			Confirmed Releases


			State			2006 EOY			2007 EOY			2008 EOY			2009 EOY			2010 EOY			2011 EOY			2012 EOY			2013 EOY			2014 EOY			2015 EOY			2015 Active USTs			2015 Release Rate


			R8 Tribal			2			1			8			0			10			0			2			1			1			3			529			0.6%


			National Tribal			32			18			23			18			26			3			15			5			12			14			2,503			0.6%


			National Total			8,361			7,570			7,364			7,168			6,328			5,998			5,674			6,128			6,847			6,830			565,956			1.2%


			Cleanups Completed - EOY


			State			2009			2010			2011			2012			2013			2014			2015			% Change (15 vs. 14)			Actual Change (15 vs. 14)			Current Backlog


			R8 Tribal			16			37			15			20			4			12			11			-8%			-1			130


			National Tribal			49			62			42			47			18			26			32			23%			6			291


			NATIONAL TOTAL			12,944			11,591			11,169			10,927			11,582			10,393			9,869			-5%			-524			71861
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R8 - Active USTs


R8 Tribal	EOY 2008	EOY 2009	EOY 2010	EOY 2011	EOY 2012	EOY 2013	EOY 2014	EOY 2015	556	553	552	543	538	536	542	529	National Tribal	EOY 2008	EOY 2009	EOY 2010	EOY 2011	EOY 2012	EOY 2013	EOY 2014	EOY 2015	2656	2625	2668	2587	2544	2618	2516	2503	


R8 - Combined SOC Rates


R8 Tribal	EOY 05	EOY 06	EOY 07	EOY 08	EOY 09	EOY 10	EOY 11	EOY 12	EOY 13	EOY14	EOY15	0.57999999999999996	0.79	0.71	0.69	0.73	0.8	0.66	0.82	0.74	0.53	0.84	National Tribal	EOY 05	EOY 06	EOY 07	EOY 08	EOY 09	EOY 10	EOY 11	EOY 12	EOY 13	EOY14	EOY15	0.37109999999999999	0.55000000000000004	0.46184024896265552	0.5619936413734633	0.58567712634186631	0.63586206896551722	0.6143908323281061	0.79	0.71	0.68	0.89	National	EOY 05	EOY 06	EOY 07	EOY 08	EOY 09	EOY 10	EOY 11	EOY 12	EOY 13	EOY14	EOY15	0.64870000000000005	0.62350000000000005	0.62534477327778304	0.65745112153598118	0.66427744295703028	0.68645005236639733	0.7096338366204058	0.71460000000000001	0.71599999999999997	0.72499999999999998	0.85699999999999998	R8 - Inspections


R8 Tribal	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	79	77	68	77	57	79	56	National Tribal	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	414	372	329	366	368	359	294	R8 - Confirmed Releases


R8 Tribal	2006 EOY	2007 EOY	2008 EOY	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	2	1	8	0	10	0	2	1	1	3	National Tribal	2006 EOY	2007 EOY	2008 EOY	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	32	18	23	18	26	3	15	5	12	14	R8 - Cleanups Completed


R8 Tribal	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	16	37	15	20	4	12	11	National Tribal	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	49	62	42	47	18	26	32	


9 Rg 9 SOC, Insp, Cnup Trends


			12/1/14			Active USTs (UST1-UST2)


									EOY 2008			MY 2009			EOY 2009			MY 2010			EOY 2010			MY 2011			EOY 2011			MY 2012			EOY 2012			EOY 2013			EOY 2014			EOY 2015


						R9 Tribal			701			701			701			701			701			658			635			577			577			586			451			451


			National Tribal						2,656			2,608			2,625			2,536			2,668			2,623			2,587			2,544			2,544			2,618			2,516			2503


			National Total						623,319			616,613			611,448			605,611			597,333			594,836			590,104			587,283			583,524			577,981			570,731			565956


			SOC Rates


			12/1/14


						Comnbined SOC


						End 05			Mid 06			End 06			Mid 07			End 07			Mid 08			End 08			Mid 09			End 09			Mid 10			End 10			Mid 11			End 11			Mid 12			End 12			mid 13			end 13			mid 14 			end 14			mid 15 			end 15			end 15


			R9 Tribal			47%			45%			50%			43%			37%			39%			46%			39%			48%			56%			80%			74%			55%			75%			79%			61%			64%			69%			72%									88%


			National Tribal			37%			45%			55%			51.75%			46.18%			47.17%			56.20%			52.61%			58.57%			61.20%			63.59%			65.61%			61.44%			67.60%			79.00%			74%			71%			73%			68%									89%


			National			65%			63%			62%			61.73%			62.53%			64.80%			65.75%			66.56%			66.43%			67.62%			68.65%			71.28%			70.96%			71.40%			71.46%			71.80%			71.60%			72.10%			72.50%									85.70%


			Inspections


			Region			State			2009 EOY			2010 EOY			2011 EOY			2012 EOY			2013  EOY			2014 EOY			2015 EOY			3-yr sum


			9			R9 Tribal			79			77			68			77			84			74			52			210


			National Tribal						414			372			329			366			368			359			294			1,021


			National Total						141,656			106,725			99,488			99,235			95,827			92,883			94,287			282,997








			Confirmed Releases


			Region			State			2006 EOY			2007 EOY			2008 EOY			2009 EOY			2010 EOY			2011 EOY			2012 EOY			2013 EOY			2014 EOY			2015 EOY			201 5 Active USTs			2015 Release Rate


			9			R9 Tribal			18			2			9			10			6			0			1			1			4			6			451			1.33%


			National Tribal						32			18			23			18			26			3			15			5			12			14			2,503			0.56%


			National Total						8,361			7,570			7,364			7,168			6,328			5,998			5,674			6,128			6,847			6,830			565,956			1.21%


			Cleanups Completed - EOY


			Region			State			2009			2010			2011			2012			2013			2014			2015			% Change (15 vs. 14)			Actual Change (15 vs. 14)			Current Backlog


			9			R9 Tribal			17			12			10			10			7			7			13			86%			6			62


			National Tribal						49			62			42			47			18			26			32			23%			6			291


			NATIONAL TOTAL						12,944			11,591			11,169			10,927			11,582			10,393			9,869			-5%			-524			71,861





R9 Tribal USTs


R9 Tribal	EOY 2008	MY 2009	EOY 2009	MY 2010	EOY 2010	MY 2011	EOY 2011	MY 2012	EOY 2012	EOY 2013	EOY 2014	EOY 2015	701	701	701	701	701	658	635	577	577	586	451	451	R9 Tribal SOC


R9 Tribal	End 05	Mid 06	End 06	Mid 07	End 07	Mid 08	End 08	Mid 09	End 09	Mid 10	End 10	Mid 11	End 11	end 13	mid 14 	end 14	end 15	0.47	0.45	0.5	0.43	0.37	0.39	0.46	0.39	0.48	0.56000000000000005	0.8	0.74	0.55000000000000004	0.64	0.69	0.72	0.88	National Tribal	End 05	Mid 06	End 06	Mid 07	End 07	Mid 08	End 08	Mid 09	End 09	Mid 10	End 10	Mid 11	End 11	end 13	mid 14 	end 14	end 15	0.37109999999999999	0.4511	0.55000000000000004	0.51749999999999996	0.46184024896265552	0.47169117647058828	0.5619936413734633	0.52614785992217905	0.58567712634186631	0.61201892744479502	0.63586206896551722	0.65606857366771165	0.6143908323281061	0.71	0.73	0.68	0.89	National	End 05	Mid 06	End 06	Mid 07	End 07	Mid 08	End 08	Mid 09	End 09	Mid 10	End 10	Mid 11	End 11	end 13	mid 14 	end 14	end 15	0.64870000000000005	0.62670000000000003	0.62350000000000005	0.61729999999999996	0.62534477327778304	0.64803677640634816	0.65745112153598118	0.66564647252055775	0.66427744295703028	0.67622353312790473	0.68645005236639733	0.71279215582055255	0.7096338366204058	0.71599999999999997	0.72099999999999997	0.72499999999999998	0.85699999999999998	R9 Tribal Inspections


R9 Tribal	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013  EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	79	77	68	77	84	74	52	R9 Tribal Confirmed Releases


R9 Tribal	2006 EOY	2007 EOY	2008 EOY	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	18	2	9	10	6	0	1	1	4	6	National Tribal	2006 EOY	2007 EOY	2008 EOY	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	32	18	23	18	26	3	15	5	12	14	R9 Tribal Cleanups Completed


R9 Tribal	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	17	12	10	10	7	7	13	National Tribal	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	49	62	42	47	18	26	32	


9 Rg 10 SOC, Insp, Cnup Trends


			Active USTs (UST1-UST2)


			State			EOY 2008			EOY 2009			EOY 2010			EOY 2011			EOY 2012			EOY 2013			EOY2014			EOY2015


			R10 Tribal			348			336			332			345			365			379			289			392


			National Tribal			2,656			2,625			2,668			2,587			2,544			2,618			2516			2503


			National Total			623,319			611,448			597,333			590,104			583,524			577,981			570,731			565,956








			SOC Rates


						Combined SOC


						EOY 05			EOY 06			EOY 07			EOY 08			EOY 09			EOY 10			EOY 11			EOY 12			EOY 13			EOY 14			EOY 15


			R10 Tribal			19%			48%			44%			65%			50%			61%			58%			88%			84%			81%			93%


			National Tribal			37%			55%			46%			56%			59%			64%			61%			79%			71%			68%			89%


			National			65%			62%			63%			66%			66%			69%			71%			71%			72%			72.50%			85.70%








			Inspections


						2009 EOY			2010 EOY			2011 EOY			2012 EOY			2013 EOY			2014 EOY			2015 EOY			3-yr sum


			R10 Tribal			47			53			34			54			60			69			54			183


			National Tribal			414			372			329			366			368			359			294			1,021


			National Total			141,656			106,725			99,488			99,235			92,883			92,883			94,287			280,053





			Confirmed Releases


						2006 EOY			2007 EOY			2008 EOY			2009 EOY			2010 EOY			2011 EOY			2012 EOY			2013 EOY			2014 EOY			2015 EOY			Release Rate


			R10 Tribal			5			3			4			4			4			1			1			2			3			1			0.26%


			National Tribal			32			18			23			18			26			3			15			5			12			14			0.56%


			National Total			8,361			7,570			7,364			7,168			6,328			5,998			5,674			6,328			6,847			6,830			1.21%


			Cleanups Completed - EOY


						2009			2010			2011			2012			2013			2014			2015			% Change			Actual Change			Current Backlog


			R10 Tribal			7			6			6			6			1			3			3			-100%			0			10


			National Tribal			49			62			42			47			18			26			32			23%			6			291


			NATIONAL TOTAL			12,944			11,591			11,169			10,927			11,582			10,393			9,869			-5%			-524			71,861
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R10 Tribal USTs


R10 Tribal	EOY 2008	EOY 2009	EOY 2010	EOY 2011	EOY 2012	EOY 2013	EOY2014	EOY2015	348	336	332	345	365	379	289	392	R10 Tribal SOC


R10 Tribal	EOY 05	EOY 06	EOY 07	EOY 08	EOY 09	EOY 10	EOY 11	EOY 12	EOY 13	EOY 14	EOY 15	0.19	0.47499999999999998	0.44	0.65	0.5	0.61	0.57999999999999996	0.88	0.84	0.81	0.93	National Tribal	EOY 05	EOY 06	EOY 07	EOY 08	EOY 09	EOY 10	EOY 11	EOY 12	EOY 13	EOY 14	EOY 15	0.37109999999999999	0.55000000000000004	0.46184024896265552	0.5619936413734633	0.58567712634186631	0.63586206896551722	0.6143908323281061	0.79	0.7	1	0.68	0.89	National	EOY 05	EOY 06	EOY 07	EOY 08	EOY 09	EOY 10	EOY 11	EOY 12	EOY 13	EOY 14	EOY 15	0.64870000000000005	0.62350000000000005	0.62534477327778304	0.65745112153598118	0.66427744295703028	0.68645005236639733	0.7096338366204058	0.71460000000000001	0.71599999999999997	0.72499999999999998	0.85699999999999998	R10 Tribal Inspections


R10 Tribal	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	47	53	34	54	60	69	54	R10 Tribal Confirmed Releases


R10 Tribal	2006 EOY	2007 EOY	2008 EOY	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	5	3	4	4	4	1	1	2	3	1	National Tribal	2006 EOY	2007 EOY	2008 EOY	2009 EOY	2010 EOY	2011 EOY	2012 EOY	2013 EOY	2014 EOY	2015 EOY	32	18	23	18	26	3	15	5	12	14	R10 Tribal Cleanups


R10 Tribal	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	7	6	6	6	1	3	3	National Tribal	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	49	62	42	47	18	26	32	
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Dear Carolyn,


Fairly soon, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is expected to finalize new restrictions on
the sulfur content of fuel – restrictions that are both costly and unnecessary. Although the nation’s
refiners have already reduced average sulfur content by 90 percent – from 300 parts per million
(ppm) to 30 ppm -- EPA’s new Tier 3 rule would mandate a further reduction from 30 to 10 ppm.


Simple cost-benefit analysis demonstrates the new Tier 3 rule is misguided:


According to a study by ENVIRON, removing the last bits of sulfur from gasoline would
provide negligible, if any, environmental benefits. Baker & O’Brien found the rule will actually
increase CO2 emissions at U.S. refineries because of the energy-intensive hydro treating
equipment needed to meet the new standard.
If finalized, the rule could lead to $10 billion in new capital costs; the annual compliance cost
is $2.4 billion, equating to a potential increase of between 6 cents and 9 cents per gallon to
the cost of making gasoline, according to a study by Baker & O’Brien.
The EPA’s proposed under three-year timeframe leaves little opportunity for refiners to
design, engineer, permit, construct, start up, and integrate the new machinery required –
forcing an accelerated implementation that adds costs and potentially limits the industry’s
ability to supply gasoline to consumers.
EPA has failed to provide the evidence that this new standard would appreciably improve air
quality. In fact, EPA’s proposed 10 parts per million standard is completely arbitrary -- not at
all supported by science.


The current Tier 2 standard is still providing sulfur reductions, and tailpipe emissions from our
nation’s vehicle fleet will continue to drop under existing regulations as more new cars and trucks
come into the market that can take advantage of today’s advanced, cleaner burning fuel. We can all
agree that protecting the public’s health and the nation’s environment is important. However, EPA’s
Tier 3 regulations for gasoline go too far, too fast.


From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Barolo, Mark; Gerber, Linda
Subject: Fw: EPA’s Unnecessary New Gas Regulation
Date: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 10:40:22 AM


API. Perspective on low sulfur


Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Verizon Wireless 4G LTE network.
From: Jack Gerard, API <Jack_Gerard_API@mail.vresp.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 9:47 AM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Reply To: Jack Gerard, API
Subject: EPA’s Unnecessary New Gas Regulation


Click to view this email in a browser


Energy API


February 26, 2014



http://cts.vresp.com/c/?JackGerardAPI/26a12a53fe/466112d910/9df8528495

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?JackGerardAPI/26a12a53fe/466112d910/49d4c3d682

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=12737D91CB2D48BCA8B226A025DFCF98-CHOSKINS

mailto:Barolo.Mark@epa.gov

mailto:Gerber.Linda@epa.gov

http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/211736/26a12a53fe/1474694993/466112d910/

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?JackGerardAPI/26a12a53fe/466112d910/fa5b63055e





Sincerely,


Jack N. Gerard
President & CEO
API
 


The Renewable Fuel Standard


In addition to Tier 3, the Renewable Fuel
Standard (RFS) is part of a regulatory wave
with the potential to exert upward pressure on
gasoline prices. Learn more about the
evidence against the RFS.


 


 


Follow our Blog to stay up-to-date


To stay up-to-date on the latest energy-related
news, there is no better place to check than
the Energy Tomorrow Blog.


 


 


Blog


 


 


About API:
 
API represents more than 580 oil and natural gas companies, leaders of a technology-driven
industry that supplies most of America’s energy, supports 9.8 million U.S. jobs and 8 percent
of the U.S. economy, delivers $85 million a day in revenue to our government, and, since
2000, has invested over $2 trillion in U.S. capital projects to advance all forms of energy,
including alternatives.


 


To learn more about API and the value of oil and natural gas, please visit API.org.


Click to view this email in a browser 
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Dear Mark,


“The great American road trip is officially back thanks to low gas prices,” according to AAA, which
reported Memorial Day gas prices reached their lowest level since 2005. The automotive group
estimates Americans have saved more than $15 billion on gas so far this year.


The same week gas prices were making headlines, the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA)
announced the United States remained the world’s No. 1 producer of oil and natural gas in 2015, a
position the U.S. has held since surpassing Russia in 2012.


Americans understand the connection between energy production and prices at the pump, but many
may be less familiar with the important role the American energy renaissance is playing in reduction
of greenhouse gas emissions. Another EIA update reports that energy-related carbon dioxide
emissions dropped 12 percent below 2005 levels last year, “mostly because of changes in the
electric power sector” – specifically, “increased use of natural gas for electricity generation.”


It all adds up to an extraordinary achievement: The U.S. is the world leader in both carbon
reductions and in production of oil and natural gas. It’s not a coincidence that we hold both titles.
There’s a direct link, with production of clean-burning natural gas driving success in cutting
greenhouse gas emissions.


The abundance of affordable, reliable U.S. energy has also helped reduce utility costs for families
and businesses while cutting energy imports to their lowest levels since 1985.


That doesn’t mean we should rest on our success. To maintain global energy leadership – and the
economic and security benefits that go with it – we need forward-thinking policies to expand energy
access both onshore and offshore; avoid duplicative, one-size-fits all regulations; roll back the
broken Renewable Fuel Standard; expedite energy exports to our allies; and build the infrastructure
America needs to keep energy moving safely and efficiently.


Thanks to innovation and the efforts of America’s workers, the United States is a global energy
superpower. We need the right policies to keep the energy renaissance going strong. 


Sincerely,


Jack N. Gerard
President & CEO
API
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It’s graduation season, and students looking
to the future should consider joining the
American energy renaissance. A recent report
projects 1.9 million new job opportunities in
the oil, natural gas and petrochemical
industries by 2035, for a variety of education
levels and skills. Go here to learn more.


 


 


Energy Jobs


Follow our Blog to stay up-to-date


To stay up-to-date on the latest energy-related
news, there is no better place to check than
the Energy Tomorrow Blog.


 


 


Blog


 


 


About API:
 
API is a national trade association that represents all segments of America’s technology-
driven oil and natural gas industry. Its more than 625 members – including large integrated
companies, exploration and production, refining, marketing, pipeline, and marine businesses,
and service and supply firms – provide most of the nation’s energy and are backed by a
growing grassroots movement of more than 25 million Americans. The industry also supports
9.8 million U.S. jobs and 8 percent of the U.S. economy and, since 2000, has invested over
$3 trillion in U.S. capital projects to advance all forms of energy, including alternatives.


 


To learn more about API and the value of oil and natural gas, please visit API.org.
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What's your New Year's
resolution?
Which will you do better in 2014? Let’s put that UST
operator training to work!


1. I promise to respond to any and all alarms from
the tank monitor.


2. I promise to inspect my spill buckets more
often.


3. I promise to make sure the fuel delivery guy is
paying attention.


Are we there yet?
Still ignoring alarms after 11 years of
training in Oregon


True story. Driving
home from Oregon on
a family vacation
yesterday I stopped to
get a fill up at a


 
February 2014


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training -
Live Class
George Fox University
Portland
February 6
8 am - 3 pm Pacific Time
Register
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convenience store. And
from my driver’s seat I
can see the Veeder
Root tank monitor
blinking red through the


store window...


NEW - Washington Class A/B
self-paced training


UST Training just
launched our home-
state Washington Class
A/B UST Operator
Training course in a
self-paced version.
Previously our training
was delivered via live
webinar. This is good
news for UST operators


that may not have a full day to dedicate to sitting in class
all day. It’s the same great training only more convenient.


Next Oregon Class
Attention Oregon UST owners and operators: 


Opened a new site?
Lost your certified A/B operator?
Need a refresher?


UST Training is offering our first Oregon class of 2014 on
February 6 in Portland. The course is approved by the


READ MORE


BUY NOW
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Oregon DEC and is approved by reciprocity by the
Washington DOE.


Hawaii 2014
Aloha Hawai’i Class A/B and
C UST operators. Even though
the training deadline of
December 8, 2013 has passed,
UST Training is still offering
self-paced training for all
Hawai’i UST operators. See
what Hawai’i operators are


saying about our training so far:


Presenter was excellent.
I could complete the course at my own pace, and
go back to the areas for more study.


Free compliance assistance for
our customers
UST Training offers free technical and regulatory
advice to our customers and has done so since Ben
Thomas trained the nation’s first state-approved UST
Operator training course in Portland, Oregon in 2003.
Graduates of our training courses have full access to top
national experts who are not only happy to explain UST
regulations but can help you determine what is best for
you at your particular site.
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What’s wrong with this picture?


June 3 Oregon Class A/B Live
Class in Portland
 


We’ve offering another
great Class A/B UST
operator training course
at George Fox
University on June
3.Contact us at 866-
301-8265 or email to
reserve a seat.


Pendleton OR Live Class A/B
course June 11


The Oregon Petroleum
Association’s
2014 Pendleton
Membership
Meeting is coming up
June 10-11 at the


Classes &
Events
May 2014


UST Boot Camp
with Steve Purpora,
Kevin Henderson and
Dave Emmington
Saukville WI
May 6-8
Register now


Montana DEQ UST
Inspector Training
Helena MT
May 14-15
Private class


June 2014
 
Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
George Fox University
Portland OR
June 3
8 am – 3 pm Pacific Time
Register Now


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Class location TBD
Pendleton, OR
June 11
8 am – 3 pm Pacific Time
Register now (Need sufficient
enrollment)


October 2014


PEI Show at NACS
Las Vegas NV
October 7-10
Register now


Training by the Steel
Tank Institute


2014 STI SP001
Aboveground Tank System
Inspector Training


STI Cathodic Protection
Testing Classes
 
 


EMAIL YOUR ANSWER


READ MORE
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Oxford Suites. We can
offer another live Class
A/B UST Operator
Training course on


June 11 with sufficient enrollment. Do you need Class
A/B training in Eastern Oregon? 


What states can “red tag” your
UST?


Ever wonder what states and territories have the authority
to prohibit the delivery of fuel to your UST system? We
do; all the time in fact.


EPA’s Office of Underground Storage Tanks now has
this handy interactive web page to help answer the
question.


Be Safe When Filling Your Gas


READ MORE
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Cans This Spring!


Now
that the
warm


weather is starting to return, be careful when you fill up
your lawnmower’s little red gas can at your favorite local
gas station. Did you know it’s not safe to fill the can in
back of your car or truck? The other day I was at a c-
station and saw a number of customers filling up their
cans,...


Why is Oregon a full service
state for gas stations?


READ MORE
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I’ve trained so many UST operators in Oregon in the last
12 years that many people mistakenly believe I live there.
So when I’m traveling around the US folks around the
country always me: why can’t you pump your own gas in
Oregon?


State Petroleum Marketer
Discounts
 
If you or your company is a petroleum marketer in
Oregon, Colorado or Wisconsin, don’t forget we offer you
member discounts when you purchase our Class A/B and
Class C UST operator training. We have strategic
partnerships in these states whose associations support
quality training.


Washington Class A/B
Operators Like Online Learning


READ MORE


READ MORE
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When most people think about online learning, they
imagine a dry disembodied voice intoning about some dry
technical subject and the learner expects the worse:
boring content, time wasted, nothing learned.


When we recently checked our feedback from
Washington state operators, we were pleasantly surprised
that our intent to create something that feels, well, friendly
and useful, was not only picked up by our students but
praised...


A word about our learning
platform partner Coggno


Maybe


READ MORE
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you’re


considering online training but aren’t sure if you’re ready
to dive in head first. Rest assured that when you go with
us, you get only the best.


We at UST Training are partnered with the national
training company Coggno since 2011, and with our
excellent content and Coggno’s user-friendly platform, we
deliver the best online experience in the UST training
industry.


Free compliance assistance for
our customers


UST Training offers free technical and regulatory
advice to our customers and has done so since Ben
Thomas trained the nation’s first state-approved UST
Operator training course in Portland, Oregon in 2003.
Graduates of our training courses have full access to top
national experts who are not only happy to explain UST
regulations but can help you determine what is best for
you at your particular site. Contact us at 866-301-8265
or info@USTtraining.com
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From: Mungin-Davis, Queenie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: High Court Rejects MTBE Petition
Date: Wednesday, April 23, 2014 5:47:46 PM


The Inside Story


High Court Rejects MTBE Petition
Posted: April 21, 2014


The Supreme Court will let stand a landmark appellate ruling that held Exxon Mobil liable for contaminating
groundwater with the fuel oxygenate methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE), rejecting industry's arguments that EPA's
clean fuel policies under the Clean Air Act effectively mandated use of the additive.


In their April 21 orders, Supreme Court justices rejected the company's petition for certiorari in Exxon Mobil
Corporation et al. v. The City of New York et al, letting stand the lower court rulings requiring Exxon to pay $104
million for groundwater contamination in New York from spills of MTBE.


Exxon and its allies had argued that the July 26 ruling by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 2nd Circuit "obstructs
the federal government's ability to implement policy decisions with real-world tradeoffs," because it hinders EPA's
ability to make Clean Air Act policy judgments such as allowing MTBE's use to ensure cleaner burning
transporation fuels when it knew of contamination risks.


Lower courts hearing the New York case, however, have all rejected the federal preemption claims. The 2nd
Circuit, in its July 26 affirmation of the $104 million award, said the company faced damages for shortcomings in
its storage and handling of gasoline, along with its continued manufacturing and supplying of MTBE after it knew
the chemical was highly prone to groundwater contamination.


Industry's federal preemption claim is based around the 1990 amendments to the air law, which set a minimum
oxygen content for gasoline as part of an effort to cut air pollution. Although the statute does not mandate the use
of a specific oxygenate chemical, Exxon says that MTBE was the "safest, feasible means" of meeting the
oxygenate mandate so it argues the state claims should be preempted under the supremacy clause, which says
federal law overrules state law.


The government "made a judgment" that there would be air quality benefits to using MTBE, despite EPA's
recognition at the time that use of the chemical would contribute to an increase in contamination, Exxon said.
Allowing the ruling to stand would hinder EPA's ability to make such policy calls in the future, Exxon warned.


"[P]rivate parties are now being forced under state law to pay for the downsides of the federal policy choice -- even
though they had no safer, feasible alternative for complying with the federal mandate," Exxon said. "This turns the
Supremacy Clause on its head."


However, New York City said in its opposition motion that the federal preemption claims offered by Exxon are
"entirely insubstantial," as it notes that while the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 did set gasoline oxygenate
requirements to improve air quality, it did not require the use of MTBE specifically.


The high court's rejection of the case comes after the justices in November declined to hear Maryland residents'
appeal of a lower court ruling that rejected most of a $1.5 billion judgment in their favor against Exxon Mobil for
allegedly contaminating groundwater with MTBE, rejecting without comment the request to take the case.


And in another, still-pending case, New Hampshire jurors found Exxon liable in April for $236 million for MTBE
contamination, though that case is on appeal to the New Hampshire Supreme Court. The company faces many
other similar suits pending in state and federal courts.
 
 
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
Cleanup & Revitalization Division - MC5401P
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Ethanol exports reach 25-month high in January, Brazil top draw
Date: Wednesday, March 12, 2014 7:49:38 AM


News Headline: Ethanol exports reach 25-month high in January, Brazil top draw | 


Outlet Full Name: Ethanol Producer Magazine - Online
News Text: In January, U.S. ethanol exports reached 86.2 million gallons, the highest monthly export
total since December 2011, according to government data released last week. 


“Exports were up a third from December 2013, while imports remained sparse, meaning the United States
was a net ethanol exporter by the widest margin in over two years,” said Ann Lewis , research analyst for
the Renewable Fuels Association. 


In the first month of the year, Brazil was the top customer for U.S. ethanol, bringing in 23.9 million gallons.
That's the largest amount exported to Brazil since January 2012. Canada dropped down from the top slot,
bringing in only 18.8 million gallons of U.S. ethanol, a 36 percent decrease from the month before. Other
top destinations in January include 12.4 million gallons to the United Arab Emirates, 10.7 million gallons
to India, 5.5 million gallons to the Philippines and 3.3 million gallons to Mexico. 


The U.S. only imported 4.7 million gallons, 4 percent more than was imported in December. About half of
the imported ethanol came from Brazil. Another 47 percent came from Spain and 1 percent from the
Netherlands. 


On the other hand, the U.S. is exporting less distillers grains. In January, exports were down 9 percent to
903,827 metric tons. China was again in the No. 1 slot, receiving 344,147 metric tons. “However, China's
market share scaled back to 38 percent, in contrast with its majority stake, 56 percent, of U.S. (distillers
grains) exports averaged over the second half of 2013,” she said. 


The totals for exports in 2013 were reported in early February. Geoff Cooper, senior vice president of
research and analysis for RFA,  wrote in a blog post that the 621.5 million gallons exported last year was
down 16 percent from 2012 but still the third-highest annual total on record. 


Canada was at the top of the list, importing 52 percent of the U.S. ethanol that was exported for the year.
“Meanwhile, U.S. ethanol imports tallied 395.2 million gallons for the year, down 27 percent from 2012
and well below the levels envisioned by the U.S. EPA (600-800 million gallons) for the purposes of
meeting the renewable fuel standard's advanced biofuel requirements,” Cooper said. “Instead, those
requirements were largely satisfied with domestically-produced biodiesel.” 


In contrast, U.S. distillers grains exports hit a new record of 9.7 million metric tons in 2013. That's up 31
percent from the previous year and well above the previous record of 9 million metric tons in 2010. China,
the top destination for distillers grains, brought in 46 percent of the total exported


Return to Top


 



mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=22D4FACCC849406CB979BC1DF70A220D-JUJOHNSO

mailto:OLEMOUSTEveryone@epa.gov

http://news.vocus.com/?a=17060449812&p=19f&v=1&x=wQ936F4GLbauB6XoOgjBYw

mailto:?subject=News%20Forwarded:%20Ethanol%20exports%20reach%2025-month%20high%20in%20January,%20Brazil%20top%20draw...&body=Ethanol%20exports%20reach%2025-month%20high%20in%20January,%20Brazil%20top%20draw%0A03/11/2014%0AEthanol%20Producer%20Magazine%20-%20Online%0A%0AIn%20January,%20U.S.%20ethanol%20exports%20reached%2086.2%20million%20gallons,%20the%20highest%20monthly%20export%20total%20since%20December%202011,%20according%20to%20government%20data%20released%20last%20week.''Exports%20were%20up%20a%20third%20from%20December%202013,%20while%20imports%20remained%20sparse,%20meaning%20the...%0A%0ALink:%20http://news.vocus.com/?a=17060449812&p=19f&v=1&x=wQ936F4GLbauB6XoOgjBYw

http://us.vocuspr.com/Publish/518041/Forward_518041_1637488.htm?Email=epa_e-clips%40lists.epa.gov&Date=3%2f12%2f2014+6%3a59%3a06+AM#top






From: White, Hal
To: Kremer, Fran
Subject: FW: BIOFUELS: New enzyme discovery could lead to cheaper cellulosic fuel
Date: Tuesday, September 03, 2013 8:39:00 AM


 
 


From: Beasley, Julie 
Sent: Tuesday, August 20, 2013 6:57 AM
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: New enzyme discovery could lead to cheaper cellulosic fuel
 
News Headline: BIOFUELS: New enzyme discovery could lead to cheaper cellulosic fuel | 


Outlet Full Name: Climatewire
News Text: An international team of scientists has discovered a new plant enzyme that could eventually
lead to a breakthrough in the production of cellulosic bio-based fuels made from crop wastes, as well as
chemicals and plastics. 


Caffeoyl shikimate esterase (CSE) is an enzyme whose genes can be switched off to control the
formation of lignin. Lignin is a lattice-like structure of cells that makes plants rigid. It is also a tough
substance that makes it difficult to extract sugar from agricultural wastes to make biofuels. As such, it has
been a roadblock to commercial production for years. 


The series of steps that plants use to make lignin has been studied for decades, said Wout Boerjan, a co-
author of the paper who does research in plant biotechnology at Ghent University and Belgian life
sciences institute VIB. But CSE had remained an elusive factor in it until now. 


"It had been overlooked all these years," Boerjan explained. 


Until recently, scientists assumed another gene was responsible for making lignin, said John Ralph,
another author of the paper and a professor at the Energy Department's Great Lakes Bioenergy
Research Center. 


Most biofuels are based on sugars. Once they are extracted, the sugars are fermented into an alcohol --
like ethanol or butanol -- that can then be used as a fuel. By "downregulating," or switching off the
function in the CSE gene that causes lignin formation, the researchers were able to engineer a small
flowering plant to make 36 percent less lignin per gram of stem material. 


This is enough to boost the production of the sugars up to four times, Boerjan said. 


The plant -- Arabidopsis thaliana, a relative of the mustard family -- had been studied by researchers for
years because it is often used as a model in examining the biological structures of plants. By blocking the
production of polymers, the researchers found that molecular structure of its lignin was altered and
became less complex, making for a more easily digestible feedstock to turn into fuels. 
Cellulosic's slow path to commercial use 


Two weeks ago, INEOS Bio announced it had begun commercial production of cellulosic ethanol from
yard waste in its Vero Beach, Fla., plant. A handful of other cellulosic ethanol plants, which will make
biofuels from corn stover, wheat straw and municipal waste, plan to begin production by next year
(ClimateWire, Aug. 5). 


Under the federal renewable fuel standard, the United States must ramp up biofuels production to 36
billion gallons by 2022. When the law was enacted, U.S. EPA expected 16 billion of the 36 billion gallons
would be cellulosic biofuels. But to date, there is a minuscule amount of cellulosic fuels on the market. 
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EPA recently revised its cellulosic target for 2013 from a proposed 14 million gallons of ethanol-equivalent
to a final requirement of 6 million gallons (Greenwire, Aug. 6). 


Many companies have been stalled by high costs, and difficulties have prevented smaller firms from
jumping from a small scale to commercial scale. 


"The main bottleneck is the pretreatment," Boerjan explained, referring to the expensive process of
cooking or otherwise softening the plant material so the sugars can be extracted and converted. "[The
industry] wants to make their products in an inexpensive way." 


"Pulping recalcitrance," or the difficulty in breaking down tough plant matter, has been a struggle for the
industry for years, said a spokeswoman from Danish company Novozymes, which makes enzymes for
the production of biofuels. As a result, companies have needed to add more chemicals to facilitate the
work. 


The next step is to ensure that these kind of genetic modifications don't negatively affect plants, said
Mads Torry-Smith, director of research and development in the biomass applications division of
Novozymes, who was not involved in the study. 


"There remains much work ahead to prove that these modifications do not affect the plant's ability to
maintain its structure," Torry-Smith added. "Nonetheless, we strongly encourage research in this area
and consider it an important supporting technology for biofuel production." 
Next experiment could be poplar trees 


Ralph of the Great Lakes Bioenergy Research Center said it would be premature to think that this specific
discovery could change the way biofuels are made, but it could pave the way to more insights on how to
make better biofuel crops. 


"At some point I think you will see plants that are much easier to pretreat," he said. 


But downregulating the gene could also hinder the larger yields. Lignin is found in two types of cells: fiber
cells that make up the structure of a plant and cells that make up the vessels that carry water throughout
the plant. Engineering CSE to alter lignin formation could affect the flow of water within a plant and
determine how well it grows. 


"We hope to overcome the yield penalty by downregulating in fiber cells only," Boerjan said. Poplar trees,
a promising feedstock for biofuels, could be the next subject in the downregulating experiment, he added.


Eighteen researchers from Belgium, the United Kingdom and the United States participated in the study.
The paper appears in this week's edition of Science, which is published by the American Association for
the Advancement of Science.








From: Mungin-Davis, Queenie
To: White, Hal; Walker, Tom
Cc: Anderson, Will
Subject: Items of Interest from TechDirect on CLU-IN website
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PROGRESS IN REMEDIATION OF GROUNDWATER AT PETROLEUM SITES
IN CALIFORNIA
McHugh, T.E., P.R. Kulkarni, C.J. Newell, J.A. Connor, and S. Garg.
Ground Water [Epub ahead of print] 2013 


The authors used the GeoTracker database to evaluate progress in groundwater
remediation from 2001 to 2011 at over 12,000 contaminated groundwater sites
in California. Analytical results from over 2.1 million groundwater samples
represent at least $100 million in laboratory analytical costs. Overall, the
evaluation of monitoring data shows a large decrease in groundwater
concentrations of gasoline constituents. Half of the sites showed a decrease in
concentration of 85% or more for benzene, 96% for MTBE, and 87% for TBA.
The median attenuation rates for benzene and MTBE are higher at sites
with soil vapor extraction or air sparging compared with sites without
these technologies. In contrast, soil excavation, dual-phase extraction,
and in situ enhanced biodegradation appear to make little difference in
attenuation rates. The evaluation of remediation technologies,
however, did not evaluate whether specific systems were well designed
or implemented and did not control for potential differences in other
site factors, such as soil type. An earlier and less comprehensive version of
this analysis was published as an American Petroleum Institute bulletin:
http://www.api.org/~/media/Files/EHS/Clean_Water/Bulletins/25_Bull.pdf.
 
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT MONITORED NATURAL
ATTENUATION IN GROUNDWATER
Adamson, D. and C. Newell.
ESTCP Project ER-201211, 91 pp, Feb 2014


This new report covers MNA as an evolving technology, the basis for MNA, new
contaminants for the MNA lineup, new techniques and tools, emerging issues
for evaluating MNA as a remedy, and implementation and site closure.
Web-based document: http://cms.serdp-estcp.org/projects/tools/er-
201211/index.html


PDF version:
http://www.estcp.com/content/download/25789/262545/version/3/file/FAQ+ER-
201211.V2+February+2014.pdf
 
 
 
 
 
USEPA/OSWER/OUST
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Daily Environment Report


 Latest News   BNA Insights   PDF Issue Search Full Publication  


Friday, July 18, 2014 · Number 138 


The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you
by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted
and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have
any questions or no longer wish to receive these messages,
please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-
566-2370.


NEWS


Biotechnology
USDA Nixes Proposal to Share Confidential
Business Information With States, Tribes
An Agriculture Department agency is withdrawing a proposed rule
(RIN 0579-AC08) that would have allowed the federal
government to share confidential business information related to
genetically modified organisms with state and tribal...


Climate Change
Dramatic Growth Brings Green Bonds Market
From Niche to Mainstream, Report Says
The green bonds market has gone from niche to mainstream after
dramatic growth over the last year in bond finance for low-carbon
projects in transportation, energy and other sectors, according to
a report released July 17 by the London-based...


Climate Change
Republicans Call Australian Repeal of Carbon
Tax Red Flag for Proponents in U.S. Senate
Senate Republicans hailed Australia's July 17 repeal of its carbon
tax and said the reversal should serve as a red flag for Senate
Democrats, many of whom have warmed to the idea after the
collapse of a U.S. cap-and-trade bill in 2010....


Climate Regulation
States Likely to Need Extensions to Complete
Power Plant Emission Plans, McCabe Says
Most states are likely to need additional time to submit their
implementation plans for meeting carbon emissions reductions
targets for existing power plants, beyond the one-year time
frame outlined in President Barack Obama's climate...
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Climate Science
Earth's ‘Vital Signs' Show Continued
Warming Trend in 2013, NOAA Says
Greenhouse gases, sea levels, global temperatures and other
"vital signs" of the Earth's health continued to show signs of a
warming planet in 2013, according to an annual checkup released
July 17 by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric...


Coastal Zones
NOAA Needs Plan to Improve Management
Of Coastal Zone Development, GAO Says
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration plans to
develop a strategy to use the data it collects from states to
convey progress and identify problems in managing the national
coastal zone development program that it oversees in...


Drinking Water
About $231 Million in Loan Funds Not Used
By Five States, EPA's Inspector General Says
About $231 million from the drinking water state revolving fund
(DWSRF) wasn't used by five states between March 2013 and
March 2014, leaving some communities unable to make
necessary infrastructure improvements, according to a report....


Endangered Species
Wildlife Service to Propose Another Program
For Voluntary Protection of Declining Species
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said July 17 it is proposing a
new policy of conservation credits for landowners if they take
voluntary actions to protect species at risk of being listed as
threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species...


Energy
Canada Says Companies Must Report
Solvents Used in Underground Oil Sands
The Canadian governmentsaid oil and gas companies must
immediately begin reporting their use of injected solvents to
promote bitumen production in underground oil sands
operations....


Energy Efficiency
U.S. Lags in Energy Efficiency, Shows
Slow Progress, Annual Scorecard Says
The U.S. is far behind other industrialized countries in energy
efficiency, according to a July 17 report that ranked America 13
out of 16 for conservation among the world's largest economies.
...


Energy
FERC Issues Proposal to Enhance Security;
LaFleur Says She Plans to Stay for New Term
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission issued a proposed
rule July 17 to enhance physical security of the bulk power grid,
acting relatively quickly to address concerns about
vulnerabilities....


Environmental Justice
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National Council Approves Tribal Report 
Advising EPA on Environmental Justice
The National Environmental Justice Advisory Council approved
July 17 a report that advises the Environmental Protection Agency
on how to work effectively with tribal communities on
environmental justice issues....


EPA
Perciasepe to Leave No. 2 Spot at EPA,
Will Work at Climate-Focused Think Tank
Bob Perciasepe will leave his job as deputy administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency in August to head a think tank
devoted to climate issues, the EPA said July 17....


International Climate
Australia Abolishes Carbon Tax; Environment
Groups Denounce Return to ‘Bad Old Days'
The Australian Senate July 17 abolished the country's two-year-
old carbon tax on the largest emitters of greenhouse gases,
making good on the new conservative government's pro-business
pledge but raising questions about the country's...


Oil & Gas
State Appeals Court Issues Mixed Ruling
In Challenge to Pennsylvania Drilling Law
Provisions of Pennsylvania's oil and gas law authorizing the state
Public Utility Commission (PUC) to review the validity of local
zoning ordinances that deal directly with drilling industry
operations are unenforceable, the Pennsylvania...


Pesticides
Industry Calls for Approval of Dow Herbicide;
Environmental Groups Raise Health Concerns
Several agricultural groups called on the Environmental Protection
Agency to register a new herbicide developed by Dow
AgroSciences LLC for use across the U.S., while environmental
groups raised concerns with potential health and environmental...


Renewable Energy
China Three Years Behind Schedule in 
Installing 5,000 Megawatts of Offshore Wind
China is three years behind schedule on a plan that would make it
the world's biggest market for offshore wind, a setback for the
$15 billion industry that's seeking to produce affordable electricity
from one of nature's most reliable...


Renewable Energy
U.S. to Auction Site Off New Jersey Coast,
Doubling Acreage of Offshore Wind Farms
The Interior Department plans to auction about 344,000 acres off
the coast of New Jersey for offshore wind energy development....


Science Policy
Senate Bill Seeks EPA Science Transparency
Eight Senate Republicans introduced companion legislation July
16 to a House bill that would require the Environmental Protection
Agency to base its regulatory actions and rulemakings on publicly
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available and replicable scientific information....


Vehicle Fuels
Court Rejects Rehearing in Renewable Fuels Lawsuit
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
rejected July 16 the National Biodiesel Board's request to rehear a
lawsuit challenging the 2013 renewable fuel standard (Monroe
Energy LLC v. EPA, D.C. Cir., No. 13-1265,...


Vehicle Fuels
EPA Publishes RIN Quality Assurance,
Renewable Fuel Pathway Rules
The Environmental Protection Agency is finalizing a voluntary
program to verify renewable fuel credits, according to a final rule
to be published in the Federal Register July 18. ...


Water Pollution
Cities, Towns Should Plan for Upcoming
Stormwater Permits, EPA Water Official Says
Growing cities and towns should plan in advance how they will
manage stormwater if they anticipate reaching the population
threshold that triggers Clean Water Act permitting requirements,
the Environmental Protection Agency's top...


Water Pollution
Study Group Calls on Iowa to Take
Bigger Steps to Cut Nutrient Pollution
Iowa should alter its nutrient reduction strategy to better address
the state's water quality issues, a public policy research group
said July 17....


Water Resources
California Court Says Groundwater
Extraction Harming Rivers Must Be Regulated
A California court has issued a ruling requiring the regulation of
groundwater withdrawals that harm the Scott River in Siskiyou
County (Envtl. Law Found. v. State Water Res. Control Bd., Cal.
Super. Ct., No. 34-2010-80000583, 7/15/14)....


SPECIAL REPORT


Climate Change
Climate Adaptation Strategies Gaining Traction Among
States, Businesses
While the debate in Washington over climate change has largely
focused on the issue of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, the
issue of climate adaptation is gaining traction among states and
businesses, which see the economic impact of severe...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: GAO says yearly biofuel mandate delays cost refiners
Date: Tuesday, April 15, 2014 9:59:25 AM


News Headline: GAO says yearly biofuel mandate delays cost refiners | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Hill - Online, The
News Text: The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) fuel standards that set the amount of
biofuels refiners must blend into the nation's fuel supply each year have contributed to declining
petroleum consumption while increasing costs, according to a new government watchdog report.
 
The Government Accountability Office report released on Monday looked at three major changes
that have affected the domestic petroleum, or gasoline, refining industry, a key one being the EPA's
renewable fuel mandate.
 
The renewable fuel mandate has contributed to declining gasoline fuel consumption and increased
costs for some refiners, specifically in the first half of 2013. Those costs have relatively declined for
refiners since last year.
 
Still, the GAO said EPA should identify delays in issuing yearly renewable fuel levels and implement a
plan to get them out on time.
 
Since 2009 the EPA has missed its deadline to issue regulations for the renewable fuel mandate, the
report states. This year has been no exception. However, the EPA did retreat on the amount of
ethanol its is requiring refiners to mix into the fuel supply for the first time since the standards were
established in 2007.
 
There has been some indication from stakeholders that the EPA may flip-flop on this latest move.
 
Still, the GAO reports that late renewable fuel regulations add to industry uncertainty.
 
"A late [Renewable Fuel Standard] contributes to industry uncertainty, which can increase costs
because industry cannot plan and budget effectively, according to some stakeholders," the
watchdog said.
 
The report also identified the administration's greenhouse gas standards for vehicles as a key factor
behind a decrease in gasoline consumption.
 
Increased production of U.S. and Canadian crude oil have lowered the cost of oil for some refiners
and also contribute to the markets recent changes.
 
The GAO notes that future consumption of petroleum products may increase through 2020 but will
not return to past levels. If EPA continues to issue the fuel standards late costs may be incurred by
refiners or passed onto consumer through higher gasoline prices.
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Tags: Government Accountability Office, Environmental Protection Agency, Renewable Fuel
Standard, Biofuels
 
Previous Story Reid on cattle ranch dispute: 'It's not over'
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Afternoon Briefing -- Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


EPA to Address State Concerns With Power Plant Rule: McCabe


Posted July 31, 2014, 3:31 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency is open to revising its proposed carbon dioxide standards for
existing power plants, the agency's senior air official told state environmental regulators this morning.


“I did not work on a single rule that didn't get better between proposal and final because of the
transparent process to take comment and think it through,” Janet McCabe, the EPA acting assistant
administrator for air and radiation, told the Environmental Council of States.


McCabe touted the EPA's extensive outreach to states and utilities prior to proposing the rule and
praised the “increased communication between those two worlds” as a result.


McCabe said the EPA will address state concerns about giving them proper credit for emissions
reductions that already have been achieved, mitigating potential economic impact from the rule and
whether the proposal gives states sufficient flexibility to develop programs to comply with the carbon
dioxide emissions rates.


“These are all questions we can discuss and should discuss, and I know we will,” McCabe said.


The EPA's proposed standards would set a unique carbon dioxide emissions rate for the power sector
in each state. The states would administer the standards under Section 111(d) of the Clean Air Act. The
EPA anticipates its proposal could reduce carbon dioxide emissions from the existing fleet of power plants
by 30 percent from 2005 levels by 2030 at a cost to the power industry of $5.4 billion to $8.8 billion in
2030.


EPA to Extend 2013 Renewable Fuel Standard Compliance Deadline


Posted July 31, 2014, 3:39 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The Environmental Protection Agency again will extend the deadline for petroleum refiners and
importers to demonstrate compliance with the 2013 renewable fuel standard, an EPA official told
Bloomberg BNA.


The new deadline will be 30 days following publication in the Federal Register of the final 2014
renewable fuel standard “to assist industry with managing their compliance with both the 2013 and 2014
renewable fuel standard,” the official said in an e-mail.
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“This action is being taken because we are still working on the 2014 RFS final standards; and we are
taking the time to get them right,” the agency said. “We believe biofuels are an important part of our all-
of-the-above energy strategy, helping to curb our dependence on foreign oil, cut carbon pollution, and
create jobs.”


Ruling Striking Down Longmont, Colo., Fracking Ban Could Affect Election


Posted July 31, 2014, 3:34 P.M. ET


By Tripp Baltz


A recent court ruling in Colorado striking down a municipal ban on hydraulic fracturing could fuel two
citizens' initiatives that would add to the state's constitution tough new restrictions on hydraulic fracturing,
a law professor told Bloomberg BNA.


The decision will likely “energize supporters of the various initiatives” proposed for the November
ballot, Mark S. Squillace, professor at the University of Colorado Law School, told Bloomberg BNA July 26.
“They can now plausibly argue that home rule will cause cities and counties to lose control over oil and gas
activities within their jurisdictions unless the voters decide otherwise.”


A Boulder County district court judge ruled July 24 the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Act
preempts a voter-approved ban on hydraulic fracturing and the storage and disposal of hydraulic fracturing
waste in the city of Longmont, Colo.


One of the proposed constitutional amendments would quadruple the state's current 500-foot setback
rule—the minimum required distance between drilling wells and occupied buildings—and the other would
give local governments the authority to regulate, and even ban, fracking.


Manchin Introduces Ex-Im Bank Bill After Removing Coal Provision


Posted July 31, 2014, 09:47 A.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Legislation introduced by Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) to reauthorize the Export-Import Bank doesn't
include a measure he had sought to reverse bank policy limiting the financing of overseas coal
projects.


Instead, Manchin said in a statement that he will offer a separate amendment on the floor “to allow
U.S. exporters to provide the best commercially clean coal available technology in our country for coal-
fired power plants being built abroad.”


The bill, which is sponsored by Sens. Mark Kirk (R-Ill.), Roy Blunt (R-Mo.), Joe Donnelly (D-Ind.), Mark
Warner (D-Va.), Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.), Tim Johnson (D-S.D.) and Tim Kaine (D-Va.), is expected to
be brought to the Senate floor after Congress returns from its August recess.


Manufacturers Warn of Economic Effect of Stringent Ozone Standard


Posted July 31, 2014, 2:15 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


A more stringent national ambient air quality standard for ozone could cost the U.S. economy up to
$270 billion per year and force the closure of one-third of the nation's coal-fired power plants, according to
a report commissioned by the National Association of Manufacturers.


The report, released today, outlines the economic effects of lowering the current ozone standard of 75
parts per billion to 60 parts per billion, the lowest level being considered by the Environmental Protection
Agency. The agency is under a court-ordered deadline to issue a proposal on whether to retain or revise
the existing ozone standard by Dec. 1.


Jay Timmons, chief executive officer at the association, told reporters during a conference call that
lowering the ozone standard to 60 ppb would represent “the most expensive regulation in the history of
our economy” and predicted that such a costly regulation “could break” the domestic manufacturing
industry.


The report, prepared by NERA Economic Consulting, estimates that a more stringent ozone standard
would reduce U.S. gross domestic product by $3.4 trillion from 2017 to 2040 and cost the nation's
economy 2.9 million jobs-equivalent per year during that time frame. The study also estimates that 34
percent of all coal-fired capacity in the "baseline" scenario, which already factors in closures due to current
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EPA regulations, would retire to meet the more stringent ozone standard.


House Approves Bill Providing Pesticide Permit Exemption


Posted July 31, 2014, 11:45 A.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


Legislation to bar the Environmental Protection Agency or any state agency from requiring Clean Water
Act discharge permits for pesticide applications near or directly on waters was approved by the House
today by a vote of 267–161.


The Reducing Regulatory Burdens Act (H.R. 935) would amend the Clean Water Act and the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act to disallow the use of National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System permits for any pesticide that already is authorized for registration, sale or use under FIFRA.


The bill was introduced in the House in March 2013 by Rep. Bob Gibbs (R-Ohio), the chairman of the
House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment.


PHMSA Releases Final Rule on Lithium Batteries Transport


Posted July 31, 2014, 3:29 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration released today a final rule on the
transportation of lithium cells and batteries.


The rule, which in part focuses on transport by air, harmonizes relevant provisions of the Hazardous
Materials Regulations with the International Civil Aviation Organization's Technical Instructions for the Safe
Transport of Dangerous Goods by Air. Several industry groups, including the Rechargeable Battery
Association, Sony Corp. and United Parcel Service Inc., called on PHMSA in January to harmonize the
regulations with the ICAO standards.


The final rule also bolsters hazard communication and packaging stipulations for lithium batteries and
harmonizes relevant portions of the regulations with United Nations Model Regulations and the
International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code. Specifically, the rule will include new requirements for
transportation of lithium batteries that are damaged, defective or recalled and include new shipping
descriptions for both lithium metal batteries and lithium ion batteries, among other changes, according to
a PHMSA news release.


U.S., India Pledge Energy, Climate Cooperation; HFC Agreement Elusive


Posted July 31, 2014, 3:37 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


The U.S. and India yesterday concluded their first round of bilateral talks set up to improve
cooperation ahead of the 2015 global climate change deal to be sealed in Paris, as both sides pledged new
joint clean energy and energy efficiency efforts but fell short of a breakthrough on the phasedown of
hydrofluorocarbons.


The U.S. has pushed for a quicker phase-down of HFCs under the Montreal Protocol and has support
from China, but India—which manufacturers and uses significant amounts of the refrigerant, a potent
greenhouse gas—argues the issue belongs in the broader U.N. climate talks that are to produce a global
deal in Paris in late 2015.


A July 31 State Department fact sheet that touted pledges by the U.S. and India to bolster their joint
work on a host of energy and climate issues said the two sides only “continued discussions” on the
phasedown of HFCs.


The July 30 talks were the first under the new U.S.-India Climate Change Working Group, which met
on the sidelines of the fifth U.S.-India Strategic Dialogue in New Delhi, where Secretary of State John
Kerry and other top U.S. officials traveled this week.


It was the first U.S. Cabinet-level visit to India following Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s election in the
spring.


The climate working group talks also ended with pledges to ratchet up cooperation on smart grid
technologies and clean energy, which comes on the heels of Modi’s pledge to provide electricity in every
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home in India by 2019.


Kerry told reporters in New Delhi today that Modi “clearly” understands India must rely more heavily
on solar and other renewable energy technologies as it broadens access to electricity.


FERC Approves $14 Billion Freeport Natural Gas Export Facility


Posted July 31, 2014, 10:27 A.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission approved a $14 billion liquefied natural gas export facility
proposed by Freeport LNG Development L.P., allowing construction to begin on the project in Quintana
Island, Texas.


The company, which is seeking to export as much as 1.8 billion cubic feet of natural gas per day, still
needs final approval from the Energy Department to begin export operations. The DOE issued a conditional
approval for the terminal in May 2013.


The FERC decision, issued yesterday, marks the third such project approved by the commission, which
is responsible for environmental review of liquefied natural gas facilities.


Daily Environment Report 


Manage Your Subscriptions | Contact Us | Privacy Policy 


1801 South Bell Street, Arlington, VA 22202
Copyright © 2014 The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc.



mailto:anatter@bna.com

http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup

http://www.bna.com/contact-us-cu4758/

http://www.bna.com/internet-privacy-policy-a4717/

http://www.bna.com/bna-copyright-usage-a4447/

http://cl.s4.exct.net/?qs=f71aeed5c610f8fac1f0278aacf4c892f87fb782d09e3458de9acc023863e6c9ce0cba56b1827803






From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Worley, Ray
Cc: Barolo, Mark
Subject: FW: EPA approves Efficient Producer pathways for 5 ethanol plants
Date: Monday, April 13, 2015 1:56:25 PM


Ray – example #3
 
Again, looks like an article title and date – but publication is not identified.
 
It would be good to have all 3 pieces of info:  article title, date & publication.
 
Thanks!  - Carolyn
 


From: Beasley, Julie 
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 7:18 AM
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: EPA approves Efficient Producer pathways for 5 ethanol plants
 
EPA approves Efficient Producer pathways for 5 ethanol plants
 
By Staff | April 02, 2015
 
Heron Lake BioEnergy has received U.S. EPA approval for its Efficient Producer petition.
Heron Lake BioEnergy .
 
In March, the U.S. EPA approved five new corn ethanol pathways under the agency’s Efficient
Producer petition process (EP3), including Heron Lake BioEnergy LLC, Heron Lake, Minnesota; United
Wisconsin Grain Producers LLC, Friesland, Wisconsin; Guardian Lima LLC, Lima, Ohio; Mid-Missouri
Energy LLC, Malta Bend, Missouri, and Green Plains- Atkinson, Atkinson, Nebraska. A total of 24 corn
ethanol plants have received approvals under the new pathway petition process since it was
introduced last year.
 
The Efficient Producer petition process was designed by EPA to expedite processing of the large
number of petitions submitted by corn starch and grain sorghum ethanol producers. When the
renewable fuels standard (RFS) was established in its current form, the rulemaking grandfathered in
the production volume of existing corn ethanol plants. To qualify for compliance with the RFS
program, any new production above the grandfathered gallons must meet a 20 percent greenhouse
gas (GHG) reduction threshold when compared to the program’s gasoline baseline. The Efficient
Producer pathway petition process is designed to aid ethanol plants in gaining pathway approval for
expanded production above those grandfathered volumes.
 
The EPA provides an online GHG calculation tool where producers enter the bushels of corn ground,
the amount of natural gas and electricity used in the process and the gallons of ethanol produced.
The online tool uses previously modeled values for downstream fuel distribution and use and
process emissions. The previous modeling done on upstream emissions for corn feedstock has been
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summarized as a GHG emissions factor of 9.73 kilograms CO2 equivalent per bushel of corn.
 
The GHG reduction levels for each plant given in the EP3 approval letter were Heron Lake BioEnergy,
20.1 percent; United Wisconsin Grain Producers, 24.6 percent, Guardian Lima, 20.9 percent; Mid-
Missouri Energy, 21.3 percent and Green Plains- Atkinson 20.4 percent GHG reduction.
 
It had been expected that EPA would include ethanol producers using sorghum or corn and sorghum
blends in this round of approvals, but all of the five approval letters specified the use of corn starch
as the feedstock for ethanol production.
 
The five new plants join nine producers that were granted Efficient Producer pathways in December,
and 10 facilities that had pathways approved in February. Plants that have approved Efficient
Producer pathways are able to generate renewable identification numbers (RINs) for production
volumes above those grandfathered under current RFS regulations.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
California Updates Guidelines to Help
Small Diesel Truck Fleets With Compliance
The California Air Resources Board took action July 24 to help
owners of small diesel truck fleets comply with the state's tough
emissions standards for existing vehicles....


Air Pollution
Petition Seeking Review of EPA Haze Plan
For New Mexico Power Plant Is Rejected
A petition from the environmental group WildEarth Guardians
challenging the Environmental Protection Agency's federal
implementation plan for reducing regional haze near the Four
Corners power plant in New Mexico was rejected July...


Chemical Security
DHS Chemical Security Program Extension
On Senate Homeland Security Panel Agenda
The Senate Homeland Security and Government Affairs
Committee intends to take up House-passed legislation July 30
that would reauthorize the Department of Homeland Security's
chemical security program for three years. ...


Chemical Security
EPA Considering Regulating More Chemicals
Under Its Rule for High-Hazard Substances
In response to the deadly 2013 explosion at a Texas fertilizer
facility, the Environmental Protection Agency is considering
adding ammonium nitrate and other substances to those covered
by its regulation to prevent high-hazard chemical...


Chemical Security
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Physical Security Incomplete Without
Cybersecurity Protections, DHS Official Says
Ensuring the physical safety and security of the nation's chemical
facilities can no longer be ensured without also providing strong
protections against cybersecurity threats, a senior Department of
Homeland Security official said...


Chemicals
Phaseout of Persistent, Bioaccumulative, 
Toxic Chemicals Is Goal of Merkley Bill
Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) introduced legislation July 24 to
require the phaseout of persistent, bioaccumulative and toxic
(PBT) chemicals. ...


Climate Regulation
EPA's Carbon Dioxide Standards Create New
Opportunities for Business, McCarthy Says
The Environmental Protection Agency's proposed carbon dioxide
standards for power plants are intended to provide economic
opportunities and spur investment in new technologies,
Administrator Gina McCarthy told business leaders....


Energy
Exiting State Department, Pascual Forecasts
Impacts From U.S. Gas Boom, China Demand
A top State Department energy official said July 24 that an
unexpected abundance of U.S. natural gas, China's increasing
appetite for coal, and increased electricity demands in Africa are
likely to profoundly impact global energy markets...


Energy
Podesta Indicates Increase in Amount
Of Blending for 2014 RFS, Franken Says
The Obama administration is expected to increase the amount of
ethanol, biodiesel and other renewable fuels refiners are required
to blend into the nation's fuel supply when it finalizes the 2014
renewable fuel standard, Sen. Al Franken...


Energy
Senate Committee to Hold Hearing
On Energy Permitting on Public Lands
Sen. Mary Landrieu (D-La.) has scheduled a July 29 Senate
Energy and Natural Resources Committee hearing on energy
permitting on federal lands, according to a notice on the
committee's website....


Environmental Justice
EPA Rejects Advisory Panel Recommendation
On Environmental Justice Assessments
The Environmental Protection Agency declined to implement an
assessment suggestion from a Science Advisory Board
environmental justice panel on the agency's draft guidance that
explains how to assess environmental justice concerns...


Hazardous Waste
Oil Company Need Not Disclose Details
Of Soil Remediation Agreement, Court Rules
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Rejecting the disclosure order of the Alberta Office of the
Information and Privacy Commissioner, the Alberta Court of
Appeal on July 16 unanimously ruled that an oil company is
entitled to keep an environmental remediation agreement with...


Hydraulic Fracturing
State Law Preempts Colorado City's Ban 
On Fracking, Disposal of Waste, Judge Rules
State law preempts a ban on hydraulic fracturing and the storage
and disposal of hydraulic fracturing waste in the city of Longmont,
Colo., a district court ruled July 24 (Colorado Oil and Gas Ass'n v.
Longmont, Colo. Dist. Ct., 20th Jud....


Mining
OSM Requests Comment on Petition
To Limit Coal Mines' Blasting Emissions
An Interior Department office is seeking public comment on an
environment group's petition to prohibit visible emissions of
nitrogen oxides from coal mine "blasting" operations, according to
a notice released July 24....


Mining
Selenium Pollution From Surface Coal Mine
Violates Two Federal Laws, Court Rules
A subsidiary of Alpha Natural Resources Inc. violated the Clean
Water Act and the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act by
allowing excessive selenium pollution to enter a stream below a
valley fill at a surface coal mine in West Virginia,...


Natural Gas
DOE Deputy Secretary Nominee Pledges
To Work for Timely Reviews of LNG Exports
The administration nominee to be deputy secretary at the Energy
Department told senators July 24 she would work to ensure there
are no unnecessary delays in reviews for natural gas exports....


Ozone Depletion
Funding for Next Phase of Montreal Protocol 
Seen as Critical Amid Concern Over HFC Use
Upcoming funding decisions for the Montreal Protocol in the 2015-
2017 period will be critical to creating the political will and
economic conditions for phasing out ozone depleting substances
and replacement hydrofluorocarbons that have...


Pesticides
Fees Limit Effectiveness of EPA's Lower-Risk
Pesticide Program, Says Inspector General
Fees charged by the Environmental Protection Agency are limiting
the effectiveness of the agency's Conventional Reduced Risk
Pesticide Program, according to the agency's Office of Inspector
General....


Pesticides
Study Links Banned Insecticide, Generational Effects
Researchers at Washington State University's Center for
Reproductive Biology found that gestational exposure to the
banned pesticide methoxychlor may promote the inheritance of
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adult onset disease, including kidney and ovary disease....


Pesticides
U.S. Geological Survey Finds ‘Widespread'
Presence of Neonicotinoids in Iowa Waters
Researchers with the U.S. Geological Survey found "widespread"
concentrations of various neonicotinoid insecticides in nine
Midwest rivers and streams, including the Mississippi and Missouri
rivers, the USGS said July 24....


Recycling
U.K. Tax Cuts Could Boost Recycling,
Help Reduce Waste, Legislative Panel Says
The U.K. should cut taxes on recycled products and work with
industry to increase warranty periods on consumer goods to
reduce waste, a cross-party panel of lawmakers said....


Regulatory Policy
House Committee Approves Bill to Modify, 
Eliminate Rules Before Issuing New Ones
House Republicans approved a bill July 24 that would require
federal agencies to either cut or modify regulations already on the
books before they can issue new ones....


Renewable Energy
German Development Bank Funds Brazil Wind Plans
Germany's development bank will lend Brazil's development bank
$335 million to finance wind-farm projects in Brazil. The Brazil
development bank (BNDES) agreed to make $335 million in
matching loans available to the projects as...


Sustainability
Target, Wal-Mart Host Sustainability Summit
Target Corp. and Wal-Mart Stores Inc. will host a sustainability
summit Sept. 4 focused on beauty and personal care products.
Individual companies, retailers and other interested parties,
including consumer groups, support sustainability,...


Trade
Energy Chapter in Transatlantic Trade Pact
Could Limit Climate Action, Groups Tell USTR
The Sierra Club and more than 35 other organizations called on
the U.S. to oppose the inclusion of a specific chapter dedicated to
energy in the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership
(TTIP) in a letter sent July 24 to U.S. Trade Representative...


Vehicle Fuels
Upton to Try for Renewable Fuel
Standard Reform in 2015, Aide Says
Rep. Fred Upton (R-Mich.), the chairman of the House Energy and
Commerce Committee, plans to take another stab at moving
legislation that would alter the renewable fuel standard in 2015, a
Republican committee aide said July 24. ...


Water Pollution
EPA Integrated Planning Scheme Has Made
Little Progress After Two Years, Gibbs Says
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Rep. Bob Gibbs (R-Ohio) July 24 said he is concerned that the
Environmental Protection Agency still hasn't approved a single
plan two years after the agency finalized its integrated planning
policy on management of stormwater and wastewater...


Water Pollution
Senate Panel Approves Bill Setting 
National Standards for Ballast Water
Legislation requiring the U.S. Coast Guard in consultation with the
Environmental Protection Agency to set uniform national
standards for ballast water discharges from vessels at least 79
feet based on the agency's 2012 regulations...


Water Resources
China to Develop Water Rights Trading 
Pilot Projects in Seven Regions
China says it will develop seven regional water rights trading pilot
programs, another indication it is exploring market forces to help
address entrenched environmental issues....


SPECIAL REPORT


Oil & Gas
Overseers of the Oil Sands: Canada's 
Regulators, Gatekeepers and Activists
It is said Alberta's oil sands could fuel Canada's energy needs for
the next 500 years. But how that oil comes to be extracted and
shipped to market is an evolving process involving federal and
provincial agencies whose authority goes...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


JULY 24 FEDERAL REGISTER


JULY 25 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Get the facts straight on the RFS
Date: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 7:07:27 AM


News Headline: Get the facts straight on the RFS | 


Outlet Full Name: Hill - Online, The
News Text: The Hill has been, by all accounts, objective and fair in presenting opposing views on the
renewable fuel standard despite what must be "renewable/RFS fatigue." Who could blame them for never
running another article on the RFS after what is now becoming an endless war of words. 


However, when space is given to an argument so wholly lacking in facts such as the recent opinion piece
by Tom Pyle it demands a reply.  First of all it is surprising someone who heads an organization whose
name is Institute for Energy Research did not do his research and learn more about the RFS. While the
slant toward fossil fuels is apparent by reviewing his Institute's mission and body of work, that should not
preclude them from being more informed on exactly what the RFS is and what action EPA took. He states
that Congress passed a mandate that refiners blend 36 billion gallons of ethanol into gasoline. That's not
a little off or kind of wrong-- it is factually wrong and intellectually dishonest. 


The petroleum industry has adopted a tactic of repeating something over and over and over in the hope
that eventually it will be assumed to be a fact.  In this case it is that there is an ethanol mandate, when
there is no such thing.  Repeat after me: there is no ethanol mandate. Rather, there is a requirement that
a certain percentage of the fuels the petroleum industry forces on the American public be renewable. 
There is a menu of options for them to choose from ranging from bio-butanol which has no limit as to the
amount that can be blended, to bio-gas that can be used for any purposes natural gas is currently used.
Oil companies often choose ethanol because it is a source of non-carbon, high octane which they buy at
prices below its value and then sell to consumers with a huge mark up. It is no small factor in the $93
billion in profits reported by the big 5 oil companies last month. 


But it bears repeating that there is no ethanol mandate and in theory the RFS could be met without a
single drop of ethanol. While we do not agree with what EPA has done, the failure of the petroleum
industry to offer higher blends of ethanol to the 150 million cars that can use E15, or the 20 million
FlexFuel Vehicles that can use E85 is what has caused EPA to put the brakes on this program. Oil
companies also like to repeat the mantra that consumers don't want it which is rather self-fulfilling if you
do not offer it. 


Articles like this are not just self-serving, but on the Pinocchio scale it would get four noses. Pyle states
there is a broad consensus to repeal or modify the RFS-- absolutely incorrect. He states that consensus
includes automakers-- absolutely incorrect. The auto industry does not oppose the RFS and there is no
documented position suggesting otherwise. In fact Chrysler, Ford and GM are all on record supporting
ethanol as an excellent choice for a high octane, low carbon fuel.  He states it makes food and fuel more
expensive-- again, factually incorrect.  The addition of ethanol to the motor fuel pool increases supply and
lowers cost, a basic economic principle of supply. And for food price, how interesting is it that corn prices
are the same or even lower today as they were in 2007 when the current renewable program was
expanded. 


The oil industry perpetuates these myths because they do not want to see the conversation re-focus
where it should be, which is why we wanted to reduce oil use in the first place. They do not want to talk
about how petroleum and mobile sources are the largest source of man-made carcinogens.  And, that
toxic aromatic compounds in gasoline are linked to particulates and a range of health issues like asthma
and various respiratory diseases. And by producing cleaner, renewable fuels here at home we empower
consumers and take some of that $93 billion and put it back in our pockets. 


So, if this war of words must continue, lets make them words that are based in fact. 
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Durante is executive director of the Clean Fuels Development Coalition.
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LOBBYING: 
Former EPA, DOE officials to represent algae-fuel company
Amanda Peterka, E&E reporter
Published: Thursday, May 7, 2015


The algae-based ethanol producer Algenol Inc. has hired K Street help to lobby on environment,
energy and tax issues.


K&L Gates LLP is representing the Florida-based company, according to lobbying disclosure
records released by the Senate this week.


Laurie Purpuro, a former senior policy adviser at the Department of Energy, and Cliff Rothenstein, a
former U.S. EPA deputy assistant administrator and Senate Environment and Public Works
Committee staffer, are among the lobbyists who will be representing the algae company.


At its Fort Myers facility, Algenol has developed technology to produce ethanol directly from
cyanobacteria. The process involves pumping carbon dioxide emissions into hanging bags
containing the blue-green algae and is also capable of producing gasoline, diesel and jet fuel
(Greenwire, April 9, 2014).


The hiring of K&L comes as Algenol has recently made progress toward commercializing the
technology. In January, EPA approved its ethanol for credit in the renewable fuel standard program,
and in February, the company announced an investment of $25 million from a Mexican industrial
group (E&ENews PM, Feb. 10).


Want to read more stories like this?


Click here to start a free trial to E&E -- the best way to track policy and markets.


AN E&E PUBLISHING SERVICE


Former EPA, DOE officials to represent algae-fuel company


This Greenwire story was sent to you by: hoskinson.carolyn@epa.gov


From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Gerber, Linda; Haerer, Ryan; Barolo, Mark
Subject: FW: From Greenwire -- LOBBYING: Former EPA, DOE officials to represent algae-fuel company
Date: Thursday, May 07, 2015 2:21:41 PM


Well lookie here – look what our buddy Cliff is up to now.  : )
 
 
 


From: hoskinson.carolyn@epa.gov by E&E Publishing [mailto:email_this@eenews.net] 
Sent: Thursday, May 07, 2015 2:21 PM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Subject: From Greenwire -- LOBBYING: Former EPA, DOE officials to represent algae-fuel company
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NEWS


Air Pollution
D.C. Circuit Denies Industry Challenges
To Emissions Limits on PVC Production
A federal appeals court denied industry challenges to the
Environmental Protection Agency's first air toxics emissions limits
for facilities that produce polyvinyl chloride, including an objection
to a wastewater limit based partially...


Air Pollution
EPA to Respond to Advocacy Group Petitions
On Shell Chemical Plant Permits by Aug. 21
The Environmental Protection Agency has agreed to respond by
Aug. 21 to two petitions alleging clean air violations filed by three
environmental advocacy groups, the agency said in a proposed
consent decree lodged May 28 (Envtl. Integrity...


Air Pollution
Pollution Suit Sent Back to State Court 
Under Exception to Class Action Statute
A proposed class of Illinois citizens who allege a neighboring coke
plant contaminated their properties may proceed in state court
with their nuisance and other common law claims under an
exception to the Class Action Fairness Act ( Keltner...


Air Pollution
Wisconsin Supreme Court Revives
Use Permit for Green Bay Power Plant
The Wisconsin Supreme Court ruled May 29 that the city of Green
Bay, Wis., improperly rescinded a conditional use permit for
development of a trash-to-energy facility, finding that the city
had failed to engage in a comprehensive analysis...
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Asbestos
'Bare Metal' Defense Applies in Pennsylvania
To Strict Liability, Not Failure to Warn Claims
Pennsylvania law recognizes the "bare metal" defense to strict
liability claims for products containing aftermarket asbestos
components made by a third party but not for negligence actions
alleging failure to warn, the U.S. District...


Chemicals
States, Small Businesses, Advocacy Groups
Conferring With EPA on Two Solvent Rules
State agencies, small businesses, environmental justice
organizations and other interested parties are being consulted by
the Environmental Protection Agency about two possible rules it
may issue that would restrict some uses of three...


Climate Regulation
Power Companies Cry Foul Over Process
For Providing Input on Clean Power Plan
The Environmental Protection Agency has failed to adequately
consider the input of small entities in preparing its federal
implementation plan for those states that choose not to comply
with the Clean Power Plan, publicly owned utilities...


Congress
House Plans June Votes on Bills Targeting
Clean Power Plan, Chemicals Law, Coal Ash
The House will vote the week of June 23 on legislation that would
allow states to opt out of or defer compliance with the
Environmental Protection Agency's proposed Clean Power Plan,
Senate Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) said...


Elections
O'Malley, Praised for Environment Record
As Governor, to Announce Presidential Bid
Former Maryland Gov. Martin O'Malley (D), who developed a
strong record of pushing for clean water, clean air and action on
climate change while in office, appears to differ from Democratic
presidential frontrunner Hillary Clinton on...


Energy
Clean Technology, Climate Initiatives
Introduced at Energy Ministerial Meetings
Initiatives to advance clean energy technologies and fight climate
change were introduced by Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz and
other world leaders at two energy and climate meetings in Mexico
the week of May 25....


Energy
Large Tech Companies Voice Opposition
To Pending North Carolina Renewables Bill
Three large technology companies have contacted North
Carolina's legislative leadership to voice their opposition to a
pending bill that would freeze the state's renewable energy
requirements....


Energy
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Lawmakers Renew Call to Reform RFS,
But Quick Action Seen as Unlikely
Lawmakers renewed calls to reform the renewable fuel standard
after the Environmental Protection Agency again proposed sharp
reductions in the amount of biofuels required by law, but several
analysts said congressional action was unlikely...


Environmental Justice
Town's Success on Justice Issues Said
To Offer Example of Federal Collaboration
Harold Mitchell Jr. became essentially bedridden in the 1990s,
losing 34 pounds and throwing up blood. That is when he started
looking at an abandoned local fertilizer plant in South Carolina to
explain his health problems....


Hazardous Waste
EPA Inspector General to Weigh Effectiveness
Of Financial Assurance Efforts at Waste Sites
The Environmental Protection Agency's Office of Inspector
General has begun a probe into how effective financial assurance
instruments have been at reducing costs of cleaning up hazardous
waste sites around the country....


Hazmat Transport
Obama to Nominate Former FAA, NTSB Aide
To Head Pipeline, Hazmat Transport Agency
President Barack Obama intends to nominate a former
Transportation Department and transportation safety aide, Marie
Therese Dominguez, to be the administrator of the Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, according...


Hazmat Transport
Sarah Feinberg Tapped to Permanently
Head Federal Railroad Administration
President Barack Obama announced plans May 29 to nominate
Sarah Feinberg to permanently head the Federal Railroad
Administration....


Hydraulic Fracturing
Fracking Operations Begin in Denton, Texas,
After State Law Renders Ban Unenforceable
Vantage Energy was to begin hydraulic fracturing operations in
Denton, Texas, on June 1 after city officials decided that a
fracking ban was rendered unenforceable by the state under
House Bill 40....


International Climate
United Nations Fosters Use of Pre-2020 
Carbon Credits for Climate Plans
The United Nations climate Secretariat's head of carbon-market
demand encouraged countries to use existing credits created
under the Kyoto Protocol to meet emission-reduction targets even
after that pact ends in 2020....


Oceans
Australia Helps Great Barrier Reef
Avoid Designation as Endangered



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G7H6Q0G2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:121

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G7H6Q0G2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:121

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G7H6Q4D6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:122

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G7H6Q4D6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:122

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G7H5Y1C9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:123

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G7H5Y1C9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:123

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G7H6K9D6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:124

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G7H6K9D6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:124

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G7J1G2D3&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:125

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G7J1G2D3&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:125

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G7H6M7F2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:126

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G7H6M7F2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:126

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G7H6F4H0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:127

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G7H6F4H0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:127

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G7H5P6K3&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:128

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G7H5P6K3&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:128





Australia has kept the Great Barrier Reef from being listed as
endangered after Prime Minister Tony Abbott’s government
boosted efforts to protect the World Heritage site and popular
tourist destination....


Oil & Gas
Interior Getting Closer to Issuing Final Rule
On Offshore Oil, Gas Production Standards
An Interior Department agency is putting finishing touches on a
final rule to update and sharpen environmental protection and
safety regulations for oil and natural gas production in federal
offshore waters....


Oil Spills
Agreement Bars Suit Over Oil Spill After Demolition
An agreement requiring a home heating oil company to remediate
a spill that occurred during a home delivery bars the
homeowner's later negligence action filed after the house was
demolished, the Massachusetts Court of Appeals ruled (Abdella...


Oil Spills
Supreme Court Urged to Deny Petitions
On Oil Well Liability From BP, Anadarko
The Department of Justice urged the U.S. Supreme Court to deny
petitions filed by Anadarko Petroleum Corp. and BP Exploration &
Production Inc. related to Clean Water Act liability for the April
2010 Deepwater Horizon oil rig explosion...


Risk Assessment
Safety of Dioxins in Food, Dissimilarities
In Global Standards Analyzed by EU Agency
The European Food Safety Authority has undertaken an
assessment of the health risks to animals and people posed by
dioxins and dioxin-like polychlorinated biphenyls, the agency
announced May 29....


Sustainability
Annual Sustainability Reports May Cease
To Exist as Information Is Shared Digitally
The organization that authored the most widely used
sustainability disclosure guidelines is predicting that, within the
next decade, annual corporate sustainability reports may become
a thing of the past....


Vehicle Fuels
EPA Proposes Reduction in Biofuels
Required for Blending in Fuel Supply
The amount of biofuels petroleum refiners would be required to
blend into the fuel supply would be significantly reduced under a
proposed rule announced by the Environmental Protection Agency
May 29 that would set blending mandates for 2014,...


Water Infrastructure
EPA Issues $1.6 Billion Loan to Upgrade
Sacramento Wastewater Treatment Plant
The Environmental Protection Agency has announced what it calls
the largest single block of financing ever issued—a $1.6 billion
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loan—to upgrade the Sacramento Regional Wastewater
Treatment Plant....


Water Pollution
Questions About Federal Jurisdiction
Persist Despite Release of U.S. Waters Rule
Despite the release of the long-awaited rule defining what is
included within the Clean Water Act’s definition of "waters of the
U.S.," many questions remain about federal jurisdiction and what
the new rule actually includes....


FAA Proposes Hazmat Penalty Against University
The University of Wisconsin-Madison allegedly violated the
Hazardous Materials Regulations in January and should pay a
$70,050 civil penalty, the Federal Aviation Administration
announced May 29. A university official allegedly offered...


Kansas Law Makes Energy Mandates Voluntary
Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback (R) signed May 28 a bill that will
change the state's mandatory energy standard to a voluntary
goal. Supporters of SB 91, which included the wind industry, said
the state's utilities have met the 2020 targets...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


JUNE 1 FEDERAL REGISTER


MAY 29 FEDERAL REGISTER
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NEWS


Budget
House Appropriations Panel Approves Bill
For Interior, EPA With Some Targeted Cuts
A House subcommittee approved by voice vote July 9 a fiscal year
2015 bill to fund the Interior Department, the Environmental
Protection Agency and related agencies, with sharp cuts for the
EPA and constrained spending in several other areas....


Climate Change
EU Parliament Will Start Work on Carbon
Pricing Framework in Fall, La Via Says
The European Parliament will start discussions "in the autumn" on
a proposal to help boost carbon prices by introducing automatic
supply controls, the chair of the assembly's environment
committee Giovanni La Via said....


Climate Change
McCarthy Meets With Senators on Power Plant Rules
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy
met with Democratic senators July 8 to brief them on the rollout
of the agency's proposed carbon standards for existing power
plants, Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) told...


Climate Change
Rich-Poor Division on Climate Unresolved
In Latest UN Document on Global Agreement
The United Nations left open the option for rich and poor nations
to remain divided in their obligations on climate change, leaving
unresolved a conflict over exactly who should cut greenhouse
gases....


Climate Change
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U.S., China Renew Pledge on Climate Deal,
Discuss Readying Post-2020 Emissions Cuts
Top officials from the U.S. and China restated their cooperation
on an ambitious 2015 global climate change deal during a July 9-
10 strategic and economic forum in Beijing, where yet another
top Chinese official said his fast-developing nation...


Climate Change
Virginia Should Join RGGI to Generate
Flood Protection Funds, Report Says
Virginia could raise hundreds of millions of dollars to spend on
flood protection by joining a regional initiative that caps carbon
dioxide emissions from power plants in nine states, according to a
report released July 9 by the nonprofit Chesapeake...


Energy
Amendments on Light Bulb Standards, Gas
Exports Offered to Energy Appropriations Bill
The Energy Department would continue to be barred from
enforcing energy efficiency standards for incandescent light bulbs
under an amendment planned for energy and water
appropriations legislation the House began considering July 9....


Energy
EU, Germany Resolve Differences
On Renewable Energy Legislation
The European Commission and Germany reached a precedent-
setting agreement that resolves a dispute over new subsidy rules
on energy-intensive German companies' exemptions from
surcharges imposed in order to help finance feed-in tariffs...


Energy
Fracking Guidelines Issued by Industry
To Ease Communities’ Widespread Fears
The oil industry's largest lobbying group began a new effort to
ease public fears about hydraulic fracturing after a legal setback
in New York state and a voter push in Colorado to ban the drilling
practice....


Energy
Obama Withdraws Nominee Robinson
To Serve as Undersecretary of Energy
President Barack Obama formally withdrew the name of Elizabeth
Robinson to be his nominee to serve as undersecretary of energy
at the Department of Energy....


Energy
Reid Files Cloture
On Two FERC Nominees
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) filed cloture on two
of President Barack Obama’s nominees to serve on the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission late July 9....


Energy
Sen. Murkowski to Press Administration
To Lift Oil Export Ban in Commerce Meeting
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) said she wants to hear whether



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2Y3K1F0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:114

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2Y3K1F0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:114

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2Y4M2Q8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:115

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2Y4M2Q8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:115

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2Y4M8G0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:116

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2Y4M8G0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:116

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2Y8J5K5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:117

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2Y8J5K5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:117

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2Y1P8M4&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:118

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2Y1P8M4&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:118

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2Z0H5Q9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:119

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2Z0H5Q9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:119

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2Z0K2D7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:120

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2Z0K2D7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:120

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2Z0J1C7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:121

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2Z0J1C7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:121





the Obama administration plans to further ease the ban on U.S.
crude oil exports when she meets the week of July 14 with
Commerce Secretary Penny Pritzker....


Energy
Soybean Group Seeks Increase in Biodiesel
Requirement in Renewable Fuel Standard
The American Soybean Association is urging its members to lobby
the Environmental Protection Agency and Congress to require
that the agency mandate the blending of 1.7 billion gallons of
biodiesel into the nation's fuel supply as part...


Energy
Utilities Awarded $14 Million in Grants
To Demonstrate Use of Battery Storage
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee (D) announced the award of $14.3
million in grants to three utilities that will use new battery
technology developed at an Energy Department lab to store
electricity produced by intermittent sources such as solar...


Energy
White House Issues Veto Threat For
House Appropriations Bill, Cites Riders
The White House issued a veto threat for a $34 billion energy and
water appropriations bill July 9, claiming the legislation
underfunds clean energy projects and contains harmful
environmental riders. ...


Hazmat Transport
25 Million Said to Live in Crude-by-Rail ‘Blast Zone'
There are 25 million people in the "blast zone" of trains carrying
oil in the U.S., an environment group said in a July 7 news
release, a number which the rail industry questioned to
Bloomberg BNA. ForestEthics determined the routes...


Hazmat Transport
Canada Publishes Draft Rail Regulations
Transport Canada published draft regulations to improve the
safety of rail transportation of dangerous goods by expanding
requirements for safety management systems and safety data
submissions. The draft regulations, published in the...


Mining
Murkowski, Mining Authorities, Industry
Push for Passage of Critical Minerals Bill
Congress should pass legislation now to ensure domestic critical
minerals availability, Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) said July
9....


Motor Vehicles
China to Exclude Electric Cars from Purchase Tax
China will exempt electric cars, plug-in hybrids and fuel-cell
vehicles from purchase taxes as part of expanded government
measures to combat pollution. Authorities will exclude the so-
called new-energy autos starting Sept. 1 until the...


Pesticides
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Emergency Pesticide Use Not Warranted,
Would Affect Endangered Fish, Groups Say
The Environmental Protection Agency received several negative
comments in response to an emergency use exemption request
from the Texas Department of Agriculture that seeks permission
for the unregistered use of the herbicide propazine...


Risk Assessment
EPA Announces Peer Reviewers, Meeting
To Consider Health Effects of PFOA, PFOS
The Environmental Protection Agency announced the final peer
reviewers for agency draft documents on the health effects of
perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and perfluorooctane sulfonate
(PFOS) in a notice scheduled for publication July...


Taxes
Treasury Department Seeks OMB Review,
Extension of 2005 Biofuel Tax Guidance
The Treasury Department asked the Office of Management and
Budget to review Internal Revenue Service guidance, including
fuel tax provisions added or affected by the American Jobs
Creation Act of 2004 (Pub. L. No. 108-357)....


Toxic Substances
Democrats Introduce Bill to Ban BPA
Use in All Food, Beverage Containers
Three Democrats introduced a bill July 9 that would ban the use
of bisphenol A (BPA) in food and beverage containers. ...


Toxic Substances
EPA Official Says Final Risk Assessments,
Chemical Label Designs Coming by Fall
By fall, the Environmental Protection Agency's chemicals office
will release more final risk assessments as part of its efforts to
evaluate and, when needed, manage risks from chemicals in
commerce, Jim Jones, assistant administrator...


Toxic Substances
Perfluorinated, Waste Tire Chemicals
Among 43 to Have Significant New Use Rules
Perfluorinated chemicals and compounds made with waste tires
are among the 43 chemicals the Environmental Protection Agency
regulated through 43 significant new use rules published in the
July 8 Federal Register (79 Fed. Reg. 39,267)....


Trade
Siemens, Titan Wind Lose Challenge
To Duty Orders on Asian Wind Towers
A group of utility-scale wind tower producers, including Siemens
Energy Inc. and Titan Wind Energy (Suzhou) Co., failed to
convince the Court of International Trade that imports of such
towers from China and Vietnam don't harm or threaten...


Trade
WTO Director-General Welcomes Launch
Of Environmental Goods Negotiations
Director-General of the World Trade Organization Roberto
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Azevedo has welcomed the news that 14 WTO member countries
have launched plurilateral negotiations for an Environmental
Goods Agreement....


Water Pollution
EPA Deputy Administrator Reiterates Puddles
Do Not Fall Under Water Act Jurisdiction
Puddles and backyard water aren't considered jurisdictional under
the Clean Water Act, contrary to disinformation that is being
spread about the proposed waters of the U.S. rule, a top
Environmental Protection Agency official said...


Water Pollution
Maine Sues EPA for Failing to Approve
State Water Testing of Rivers on Tribal Lands
Maine has filed a complaint in federal court against the
Environmental Protection Agency for its alleged failure to approve
state water quality standards for rivers that run through tribal
lands (Maine v. McCarthy, D. Me., No. 1:14-cv-00264,...


Water Resources
California Proposes Emergency Measures 
To Curb Outdoor Residential Water Usage
Californians could face fines of up to $500 a day for washing
sidewalks, patios and driveways and for over-watering outdoor
landscapes under water use restrictions the State Water
Resources Control Board will consider July 15....


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


JULY 10 FEDERAL REGISTER


JULY 9 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: How ethanol boosts the price of your hamburger
Date: Friday, May 09, 2014 8:49:55 AM


News Headline: Editorial: How ethanol boosts the price of your hamburger | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Chicago Tribune - Online
News Text: Government ethanol policy reaches your BBQ grill Checked the price of hamburger at the
grocery store lately? Whoa!
 
Beef prices have been soaring, along with the cost of dairy, fruits and vegetables. Drought in
California and elsewhere accounts for some of the rise. Strong demand for U.S. food from abroad
accounts for some too. Not much consumers can do about that, other than applaud an agricultural
export economy that creates so many American jobs.
 
For one big factor behind the high price of food, though, you can blame Uncle Sam.
 
Americans pay a premium for beef in part because of misguided energy and farm policy. Under
federal rules, oil refiners are required to blend a huge amount of ethanol into the nation's gasoline
supply. Most of that ethanol is being produced from corn that otherwise would be available for
breakfast cereal, sweeteners and edible oils, as well as for animal feed.
 
Nearly 40 percent of the U.S. corn crop is diverted to the gas tank, by government decree. Cattle, in
particular, require large amounts of grain in their diets to grow from calves to market weight. Under
pressure from high feed costs over the years, cattle producers who must compete for grain with
ethanol makers have cut back their herds. With livestock supply down, and ranchers' production
costs so stubbornly high, you'll pay more money to slap a steak on the grill.
 
Last year, the government took a baby step toward reducing the impact of its ethanol policy on food
prices. For the first time, the Environmental Protection Agency proposed taking a break from the
relentless annual increases in its Renewable Fuel Standard.
 
The RFS, as it's called, dictates the amount of ethanol that must be blended into the nation's fuel
supply. Congress approved it largely as a means to encourage commercial production of ethanol
from inedible ingredients such as grass or wood chips. Nearly a decade after being enacted, the
policy has failed miserably. Most ethanol being produced in the U.S. still comes from corn.
 
The renewable fuel industry's other arguments in favor of the RFS likewise fall flat. For instance,
ethanol production has done almost nothing to reduce America's dependence on foreign oil. The
boom in domestic oil production from a new extraction technique known as fracking has done that
job nicely, overshadowing any benefits from biofuels. Nevertheless, the government's RFS mandate
has been scheduled to keep going up, transferring wealth from American consumers to politically
favored ethanol producers and corn growers.
 
The EPA's current, first-ever proposal to lower the RFS is modest: The amount of renewable fuel
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being required would inch down from 16.55 billion gallons in 2013 to 15.21 billion in 2014. Still, the
crop-farming and renewable-fuel lobbyists are ramping up pressure on the EPA to reverse itself.
They want you buying corn-based ethanol.
 
Anyone planning to fire up the grill this summer should be outraged at the prospect of an EPA flip-
flop on this issue, but it may yet happen in the weeks ahead.
 
Meantime, uncertainty about EPA ethanol policy has left the motor-fuel industry hanging. By making
it difficult for the industry to plan and budget effectively, that uncertainty raises costs for oil refiners,
and, ultimately, for motorists, as the U.S. Government Accountability Office highlighted in a recent
study.
 
No way should the EPA let vested interests in the corn and ethanol businesses prevent it from
mitigating the impact of a bad policy. The agency should stand by the cut it has proposed, and keep
cutting more, until the RFS is eliminated altogether.
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Live Class A/B in Portland Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.


Merry Christmas from UST Training


Seats Still Available!
Live Class in Portland.
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Seating is limited, sign up today!
This course is approved by the Oregon DEQ.
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Weights and Measures, an Update on Isobutanol Compatibility and Pricing the "Forgettable" 5 Percent. 


Read the 4Q 2015 PEI Journal Online!
The 100th National
Conference on Weights
and Measures


John Adams signed the first federal
law on weights and measures in
1799 while residing at the
President's House in Philadelphia. In
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July of this year, the National
Conference on Weights and
Measures returned to the City of
Brotherly Love for its 100th annual
meeting. PEI's J. Rex Brown gives a
detailed report on a few uniform
standards that were changed—and
even more that weren't. 


Isobutanol Compatibility:
What the Research Shows
 
Three years ago, the PEI Journal first
explored the benefits of renewable
isobutanol and the possible
contribution it could make to the
transportation fuel future envisioned
by the Renewable Fuel Standard
(RFS). Three years later, the results
of that research are in. 


Product and Technology Showcase Product & Technology
Showcase
 
Each year, exhibitors introduce
exciting new equipment at the NACS
Show. The Product & Technology
Showcase gives you an overview of
the new offerings that might
enhance the storage, metering and
dispensing solutions you provide
your customers.
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New Federal UST regulations have been adopted View this email in your browser


NEW EPA RULES ADOPTED
After years of review, the new Federal UST regulations have been adopted. To
get a copy  of the “pre-publication” version click here. It’s a whopping 486
pages but most of that is legal analysis. We’ll be offering some free webinars
shortly to explain what it all means, what you need to do. and when. Check
our event pages in the near future.


Meanwhile here’s the condensed version (10 pages).


Here’s an email we received yesterday from Carolyn Hoskinson, the head of
EPA’s UST program:


From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Gerber, Linda; Barolo, Mark; McDermott, Elizabeth
Subject: Ben"s announcement of the regs
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2015 12:52:33 PM


And look – he’s going to offer free webinars to explain them.  : )
 


From: UST Training [mailto:Ben.Thomas=USTtraining.com@mail222.atl101.mcdlv.net] On Behalf Of UST
Training
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2015 12:34 PM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Subject: NEW EPA RULES ADOPTED
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Daily Environment Report


 Latest News   BNA Insights   PDF Issue Search Full Publication  


Tuesday, January 13, 2015 · Number 8 


The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you
by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted
and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have
any questions or no longer wish to receive these messages,
please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-
566-2370.


NEWS


Chemical Security
More Than 70 Percent of Industrial Facilities 
Halfway Through Chemical Security Program
More than 70 percent of industrial facilities regulated under a
federal chemical security program designed to reduce risks of
terrorist attacks have reached at least the halfway point in the
program, according to newly posted data. ...


Climate Change
Canada Addresses Permafrost Below,
Snow Weight Atop Northern Buildings
Canada has published new standards to mitigate permafrost loss
below buildings in its northernmost regions, and to deal with
increased snow weight on top of such buildings, trying to
minimize the growing risk of damage from climate change....


Climate Change
New Study Finds Social Cost of Carbon
Could Be Six Times Higher Than Estimated
The economic damage caused by a ton of carbon dioxide
emissions could be six times higher than the federal
government's current estimate, according to a new study from
two Stanford University scientists....


Drinking Water
New Website Tracks Water Losses From Leaky Pipes
Accounting for water losses by state is now accessible through a
new website launched by the Natural Resources Defense Council.
The "Cutting Our Losses: State Policies to Track and Reduce
Leakage form Public Water Systems" website...


Endangered Species
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OMB Gets Rule to Clarify Determinations
For ‘Incidental Take' of Protected Species
Interagency review has begun on a final rule to clarify two
aspects of how federal agencies determine the potential harm
that can be allowed to a protected species under the Endangered
Species Act....


Endangered Species
Supreme Court Denies Petitions to Hear
Argument on Delta Smelt Water Restrictions
The U.S. Supreme Court on Jan. 12 denied petitions filed by
California farmers and water contractors asking the court to
decide whether the Fish and Wildlife Service must consider
economic impacts of protections for the threatened delta smelt,...


Energy
Barrasso, 13 Other Lawmakers Urge FERC
To Complete Jordan Cove LNG Project Review
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission should complete a
final environmental impact statement for the Jordan Cove
liquefied natural gas export project as soon as possible, Sen. John
Barrasso (R-Wyo.) and 13 other Western lawmakers said...


Enforcement
DOE Contests $54 Million Fine Levied
By New Mexico in Transuranic Waste Case
The Energy Department is contesting a $54 million fine levied by
New Mexico's Environment Department in connection with alleged
violations of state hazardous waste permits for the Waste
Isolation Pilot Project and Los Alamos National...


Enforcement
Judge Approves Hyundai, Kia Consent Decree
A federal district judge Jan. 9 approved a consent decree in which
automakers Kia Motors Corp. and Hyundai Motor Co. agreed to
pay a $100 million penalty and forfeit nearly $200 million in
credits after overstating the fuel economy of several...


Enforcement
Plastics Company Settles Risk Management Charges
A Texas-based plastics company will pay a $59,000 fine and
spend at least $180,000 improving its recycling of hazardous
hydrogen-fluoride gas to settle alleged violations of the Clean Air
Act and the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know...


Hazmat Transport
Stronger Tank Cars Better for Crude Delivery
Than Rail Speed Limits, Railway Chief Says
Tougher tank cars are needed to reduce the risk of an oil spill if a
train carrying crude derails, the chairman of BNSF Railway Co.
said....


International Issues
U.S., Mexican Presidents Pledge $3 Billion
To Fund North American Development Bank
A recent meeting between U.S. President Barack Obama and
Mexican President Enrique Pe¤a Nieto yielded a pledge of $3
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billion in capital increases for the North American Development
Bank. ...


Oil & Gas
Colorado Announces Streamlined Process
For Public to Submit Oil, Gas Complaints
The Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission has
announced a streamlined process for handling public complaints
related to oil and gas development. ...


Oil & Gas
Commission to Consider Setback Requirement
The Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission will consider
a proposal to increase the minimum distance between oil and gas
wells and occupied structures to 500 feet. The commission will
hold a public hearing on the proposed amendments March...


Oil & Gas
Cruz Plans Crude Export Amendment 
To Keystone Legislation, Spokeswoman Says
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) plans to offer an amendment to lift the
40-year-old ban on the export of crude oil to Keystone XL pipeline
legislation being considered on the Senate floor, according to a
spokeswoman for the senator....


Pesticides
EPA Releases Blueprint for Moving
Away From Testing Pesticides on Animals
The Environmental Protection Agency is proposing a framework
for evaluating new chemical testing methods that can reduce the
need to use animals when studying the acute toxicity of
pesticides....


Regulatory Policy
House to Take Up Legislation to Add Layers
Of Regulatory Procedures; Veto Threatened
House Republicans are to begin floor debate Jan. 13 on a House
bill that would require environmental, job safety and other federal
agencies to navigate new layers of regulatory procedures, but the
measure would have to overcome a White House...


Renewable Energy
Montana Manufacturer to Help Build
India's Biggest Solar Panel Factory
SunEdison Inc. will invest $4 billion to build the biggest solar
panel factory in India, advancing Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
effort to rein in pollution by expanding renewable energy....


Solid Waste
EPA Publishes Final Rule on Definition
Of Solid Waste; Outreach Planned
The Environmental Protection Agency will publish Jan. 13 its final
definition of solid waste rule, which the agency says balances
opportunities for beneficial reuse of hazardous materials with
additional safeguards to protect human health...


Water Infrastructure
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Colorado Provides $9.5 Million for Water Improvements
Colorado has awarded $9.5 million for 15 community drinking
water and wastewater systems throughout the state. The funding,
provided through legislation passed in 2014 (SB 165, SB 25), will
go to the design and construction of public water...


OUTLOOK 2015


Drinking Water
EPA to Focus on Strontium, Perchlorate,
Injection Wells, Resiliency, Grevatt Says
The Environmental Protection Agency's drinking water program in
2015 will focus on new and revised regulations for contaminants
and a health advisory for several algal toxins, the underground
injection control program, resiliency...


Endangered Species
Greater Sage Grouse Tops List of Issues
Spurring Economic Worries, Talk of Reforms
Legislation and conservation efforts on two species of sage grouse
are expected to be a prominent part of Endangered Species Act
issues in 2015....


Energy
Republicans Set for Battle With White House
As They Focus Energy Policy on Fossil Fuels
Congressional Republicans are expected to push the energy policy
focus on Capitol Hill further toward fossil fuel, with plans to take
up legislation on oil and natural gas development, setting up a
series of battles with the White House in 2015....


Hydraulic Fracturing
Changing Federal Regulations on Oil, Gas
May Highlight Fracking But Go Well Beyond
Interior Department regulations to update standards on oil and
gas drilling and production, including hydraulic fracturing, will
help keep tensions high among the federal government, industry
and state governments on energy regulation...


Hydraulic Fracturing
New Drilling Rules, More Legal Conflicts
Over Local Fracking Bans Expected in States
States will face complex regulatory issues in 2015 as the
domestic energy boom continues, driven by widespread use of
horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing to extract oil and gas
from shale formations....


Mining
Stream Protection Likely to Top Agenda
On Mining for Interior, Congress in 2015
An Interior Department stream protection proposal is expected in
the spring and will remain a top priority for the mining industry,
environmental groups and state mining authorities in 2015....


Vehicle Fuels
Congress Could Reform Renewable Fuels



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G1F0W4K4&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:129

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G0B7K2C2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:130

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G0B7K2C2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:130

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G0E6P6H1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:131

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G0E6P6H1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:131

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G0M5Q9B7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:132

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G0M5Q9B7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:132

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G0E1J1Q1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:133

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G0E1J1Q1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:133

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G0J7X0Y5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:134

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G0J7X0Y5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:134

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G0V4Q8E3&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:135

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G0V4Q8E3&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:135

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G0M0K0E6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:136





Daily Environment Report 


Manage/Customize Your Email | Contact Us | Privacy Policy


Copyright © 2015 The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc. Use of this service is subject to terms and conditions of the license agreement with
Bloomberg BNA. Unauthorized access or distribution is prohibited. "BNA" is a registered trademark of The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc.
All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. All rights reserved.


Law in 2015 Following EPA Delays
Lawmakers frustrated with the Environmental Protection Agency's
ongoing delays in issuing the annual renewable fuel standard
have vowed to alter the law in 2015, but analysts are mixed
about how successful those efforts will be....


Water Pollution
Jurisdiction Rule to Draw Most Attention;
Utility, Dental Discharge Rules Also Expected
A final rule clarifying the definition of "waters of the U.S." is likely
to garner the most attention from Congress and industry, among
a handful of Clean Water Act rulemakings expected in 2015....


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


JANUARY 12 FEDERAL REGISTER


JANUARY 13 FEDERAL REGISTER
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NEWS


Air Pollution
California Unveils Plan to Ease
Rules for In-Use Diesel Trucks, Buses
The California Air Resources Board has unveiled a proposal to
make it easier for the owners of small and lower-mileage fleets of
diesel trucks to comply with tough emissions standards being
phased in between 2012 and 2023....


Air Pollution
Smaller Ships Shouldn't Be Required to Use
Low-Sulfur Fuel Off U.S. Coast, Industry Says
Low-powered ships shouldn't be required to switch to low-sulfur
fuel oil when operating off the coast of the United States, a North
American shipping company representative told a congressional
panel March 4. ...


Biotechnology
APHIS to Review Monsanto Corn Variety
Engineered for Insect, Herbicide Resistance
The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service is considering a
request by Monsanto Corp. to approve a new variety of corn
engineered for resistance to insect pests and tolerance to the
herbicide glyphosate, according to a notice published...


Brownfields
Hahn Introduces Measure in House
To Facilitate Redevelopment Projects
Rep. Janice Hahn (D-Calif.) introduced bipartisan legislation
March 6 to facilitate brownfield redevelopment projects....


Climate Change
28 Senators to Hold All-Night Session
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March 10 to Urge Climate Change Action
Nearly 30 Democratic and Independent senators are expected to
participate in an all-night session on the Senate floor discussing
the need to act to address climate change from the evening of
March 10 through 9 a.m. March 11....


Climate Change
Kerry Tells American Diplomats to Factor
Climate Change Into Foreign Policy Work
Secretary of State John Kerry has called on American diplomats
around the world to find ways to integrate climate change into
their day-to-day foreign policy activities....


Climate Change
Proposal Would End Alternative Emissions Reporting
The Environmental Protection Agency will publish a proposed rule
March 10 that would eliminate an option for oil and natural gas
producers to use alternative greenhouse gas calculation methods
as part of the annual reporting requirements...


Climate Change
Sullivan Confirmed by Senate to Lead
NOAA as Climate Change Challenges Loom
Kathryn Sullivan, who has been serving as acting administrator of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration for more
than a year, was approved for the permanent position March 6 by
the Senate....


Drilling
New York Putting Up ‘Smokescreen' in Bid
To Dismiss Fracking EIS Suit, Plaintiffs Say
New York state is putting up a "legally unsupported smokescreen"
by moving to dismiss a lawsuit over a long-delayed environmental
impact statement on hydraulic fracturing, plaintiffs in the case
said in a memorandum filed March...


Drinking Water
Fresno's MTBE Claims at Remaining Sites
Dismissed with Prejudice, Federal Court Rules
After dismissing common law claims in 2013 by Fresno, Calif.,
that various petroleum companies had contaminated certain sites
with the gasoline additive methyl tertiary butyl ether, a federal
court recently dismissed claims at the remaining...


Drinking Water
New Jersey Cannot Maintain Trespass Claim,
Seek Nuisance Damages in MTBE Lawsuit
New Jersey cannot maintain a trespass claim against various
petroleum companies it alleges contaminated or threatened to
contaminate groundwater with a fuel additive at service stations,
refineries and terminals throughout the state,...


Emissions Trading
RGGI Allowances Sell for Record Price
Of $4 in First Auction After Cap Lowered
The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative announced March 7 that
carbon dioxide allowances sold for a record high price of $4 in its
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recent auction, the first since the nine RGGI states lowered their
regional cap on carbon dioxide emissions....


Energy
FERC Seeks Larger Hydroelectric Budget,
Cites Environmental Work, Project Licensing
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission has proposed a fiscal
year 2015 budget of $76.6 million for hydroelectric power
regulation, a 9.3 percent increase from the estimated fiscal 2014
amount....


Energy
Japan's Ruling Party Unveils Ambitious Plan
To Raise Share of Renewable Energy
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's pro-nuclear power ruling
party announced plans to raise the renewable share of energy to
35 percent of total national electricity generation in 2030, from
10 percent in 2012. The Liberal Democratic...


Energy
Keystone Pipeline Supporters, Opponents Make Final
Appeals to U.S.
Proponents and critics of Keystone XL pipeline unleashed a final
flurry of pleas to persuade the government on the proposed
pipeline, which has become a flash point in a debate over energy
development versus climate protection....


Energy
Markey Bill Would Add Considerations
For DOE Approval of Natural Gas Exports
Legislation introduced by Sen. Ed Markey (D-Mass.) would require
the Energy Department to consider additional factors before
approving the export of liquefied natural gas to overseas
markets. ...


Energy
Nova Scotia Panel Recommends Approval
Of Proposed Goldboro LNG Terminal
An environmental assessment panel appointed by the Nova Scotia
government recommended the approval, with conditions, of the
proposed C$5-$10 billion ($4.5-$9 billion) Goldboro liquefied
natural gas terminal and LNG plant....


Energy
Wyoming Refinery Files Second Lawsuit
After EPA Denial of Exemption on Blending
A Wyoming petroleum refinery filed a second lawsuit against the
Environmental Protection Agency after the agency denied the
company a small refinery exemption from the renewable fuel
standard's blending requirements (Hermes Consol....


Federal Facilities
Obama Nominates DOE Official to Manage Cleanups
President Barack Obama announced his intent March 6 to
nominate Monica C. Regalbuto as assistant energy secretary for
environmental management. Since 2011, Regalbuto has served
as deputy assistant secretary for fuel cycle technologies...
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Hazmat Transport
U.S. Oil Rail Shipments Up 6.5 Percent in 2014
The U.S. rail industry transported 127,534 carloads of crude oil
between Jan. 1 and the week ending March 1, representing a 6.5
percent increase compared with the first two months of 2013,
according to the Association of American Railroads....


Mining
Company Agrees to Clean Up Mine Waste,
Restore Contaminated Land at Utah Site
A mining company has agreed to clean up and restore more than
2,700 acres of land contaminated by historic mining waste near
Park City, Utah. ...


Mining
Supreme Court Extends Federal Deadline in Coal Case
The U.S. Supreme Court granted March 6 an extension for the
federal government to respond to a petition by 105 coal
companies that argued a federal reclamation fee is an
unconstitutional tax on coal export sales (Aracoma Coal Co. v.
United States,...


Oil Spills
Florida Environmental Agencies Sue BP
For Resource Damage Caused by Gulf Spill
State environmental agencies in Florida joined the multi-state
federal litigation against BP Exploration and Production Inc. and
other defendants related to the 2010 Deepwater Horizon
explosion and oil spill, the Florida governor's...


Ozone Depletion
EPA Proposes Critical Uses for Methyl Bromide
California strawberry growers and dry cured pork producers
would be allowed to use the ozone-depleting pesticide methyl
bromide in 2014 and 2015 under an Environmental Protection
Agency proposed rule published March 7 in the Federal Register...


Regulatory Policy
New OMB Director Says Business
Given ‘Clear Signal' on Regulatory Intentions
White House Office of Management and Budget Director Sylvia
Burwell said the administration is providing certainty to the
business community by clearly signaling its intentions when it
comes to regulations....


Solid Waste
Environmental, Public Interest Groups
Urge EPA to Issue Tough Coal Ash Rule
More than 100 public interest groups have written Environmental
Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy, urging the
agency to finalize tough standards for the management of coal
ash in light of the Feb. 2 spill of at least 140,000 tons...


Sustainability
Investors Pay More Attention to Climate
Change In 2014 Proxy Season, Ceres Says
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Investors are paying more attention than ever to risks and
opportunities that climate change and other environmental issues
can pose to companies in their portfolios, the sustainability
advocacy group Ceres said March 7....


Toxic Substances
Chemical Manufacturers Urge Congress
To Pass Robust Regulatory Framework
Chemical manufacturers are urging Congress to build on the
economic opportunities U.S. shale oil and gas offer and revise the
Toxic Substances Control Act so it provides a robust regulatory
framework for their products....


Water Pollution
EPA Issues Guidance for Cities on Managing
Sewer Overflows With Green Infrastructure
Environmental Protection Agency guidance released March 7
describes how communities can incorporate green infrastructure—
such as porous pavement, green roofs and strategically placed
grassy swales—to manage sewer overflows...


Water Resources
State Official Nominated to Lead Reclamation Bureau
President Barack Obama announced his intent March 6 to
nominate Estevan López to serve as the next commissioner of the
Bureau of Reclamation. The nomination is subject to Senate
approval. According to information on the bureau's...


BNA INSIGHTS


Environmental Protection Agency Recognizes ASTM E1527-
13
As Satisfying Its All Appropriate Inquiries Rule
On Dec. 30, 2013, the Environmental Protection Agency
issued a final rule (78 Fed. Reg. 79,319) amending its All
Appropriate Inquiries Rule (40 C.F.R. 312) to include
recognition of ASTM International's E1527-13 "Standard
Practice...
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FYI
 
___________________________________
Carolyn Hoskinson, Director
Office of Underground Storage Tanks, US EPA
202-564-2564
www.epa.gov/ust
 


From: Environmental Law360 [mailto:news-q@law360.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 10:11 AM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn <Hoskinson.Carolyn@epa.gov>
Subject: BREAKING: High Court Turns Away Exxon's Challenge To $236M MTBE Verdict
 


The U.S. Supreme Court refused Monday to review a $236 million trial judgment against ExxonMobil Corp. in a groundwater contamination case in New Hampshire, leaving in place a verdict the energy giant claims is a violation of its due process rights.
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by Gary Lynn



I’ve accepted a new job. The job is to 
create a new MtBE Remediation 
Bureau and program for the State 



of New Hampshire; its first com
pletely new environmental program 
in many years. A unique opportu
nity exists because the funding for 
this initiative is not tied to a spe
cific class of site, type of grant, set 
of rules, or historical precedent. 
This gives us the freedom to re 
imagine existing programs and 
establish a more integrated and 
comprehensive response to MtBE 
problems. Limitations exist, how
ever: all program activities must 
be geared toward addressing the 
widespread impacts of MtBE, the 
most common synthetic organic 
contaminant in New Hampshire 
groundwater.



Building on Lessons Learned
When thinking through the options for the new program, 
we evaluated existing programs and incorporated their 
most successful elements into our creation of something 
new. For example, in the beginning in New Hampshire 
there was the Groundwater Protection Bureau. This pro-
gram had a broad mandate to address all things ground-
water. In those days there were relatively few high-profile 
sites that the bureau could study in depth,  regardless of 
contaminant or release source. The program was fully 
integrated (i.e., it had the mandate to address any type of 
site or contamination), but it was not organized to man-
age a large number of sites. Because program funding was 
limited and unreliable, the program lacked the resources 
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gram using a public reimbursement 
fund, a highly effective tank release 
prevention program, development of 
a digital library for reports and corre-
spondence, a functional GIS system).



Based on the lessons learned we 
are developing an MtBE remediation 
program that will build on and use 
decades of experience to improve 
on existing structural and program-
matic frameworks. Key objectives 
include the elimination of program 
“silos” and the development of a 
fully integrated program to address 
MtBE problems in the state. Think 
missile silos, not grain silos, and the 
isolation of the cold war warriors 
that manned them.



Frustrations of the  
Funding Silo 
By silos I mean that the grant and 
site-focused nature of existing pro-
grams have unwittingly produced 
structural barriers to full integra-
tion of cleanup activities. Funding is 
based on grants, and appropriations 
are tied to specific activities. Proce-
dures are in place to ensure money 
is properly spent on these eligible 
activities, but the drawback is that 
it can be difficult to break out of the 



funding silo to ensure that programs 
are fully integrated. 



Don’t get me wrong, extraordi-
nary efforts have been made in New 
Hampshire to coordinate and inte-
grate distinctly separate programs. 
There have been many trips to the 
bowels of our building to review 
full size topographic maps depicting 
locations of water distribution lines 
when evaluating potential contami-
nated water supply remedies. Joint 
investigations and sanitary surveys 
have been conducted when commu-
nity water supplies have detected 
contaminants. The effort to map 
MtBE trends statewide and develop 
correlations with risk factors was 
spearheaded by a joint Water and 
Waste Division task force. 



The former head of the petro-
leum cleanup program even became 
the head of the Water Division and 
brought with him and acted on a 
thorough understanding of our 
separate systems and processes. 
Although the existing system has 
been made to work and work well, 
our goal is to eliminate the need for 
extraordinary effort and turn coordi-
nation into more manageable ordi-
nary efforts.



For example, our drinking water 
program has separate databases 
that few site cleanup program staff 
can access. The drinking water pro-
gram can access a GIS layer that 
maps existing water lines but most 
cleanup program staff do not have 
the necessary software licenses to 
use this information to quickly eval-
uate how close a water line is to a 
nearby contaminated water supply. 



This situation is completely 
understandable and a predictable 
consequence of the existing structure 
of programs. The databases and GIS 
system for the two programs were 
developed independently and sepa-
rately because of the different fund-
ing sources and programmatic grant 
commitment needs. The drinking 
water program is housed in a sepa-
rate division and has several com-
pletely separate funding sources, a 
different statute, and different rules. 
Better access to these databases and 
GIS layers would eliminate extra 
coordination steps and significantly 
reduce the time and effort required 
to obtain relevant information. 



To a lesser extent there are 
divisions among brownfields, 



to move seamlessly from study to 
cleanup. Nevertheless, the high 
degree of integration in this  program 
and the focus on the key threatened 
resource were concepts worth emu-
lating with our new program.



What followed next in our state’s 
cleanup program evolution was what 
I would call the age of acronyms. In 
biblical terms it would go something 
like this: CERCLA begat TSCA begat 
RCRA Subtitle D, begat RCRA Sub-
title I, and so on. Although these pro-
grams are quite effective, they tend to 
be focused and funded based on one 
specific class of site, which produces 
a situation of funding and informa-
tion technology haves and have nots. 
Well-funded programs typically pos-
sess better databases and more robust 
staffing and resource availability. 
Poorly funded programs typically get 
by on what they can cobble together. 
Either way, there have been many 
successes  that we can learn from and 
in some cases improve on (e.g., the 
creation of a successful cleanup pro-



Although MtBE has been banned  
in New Hampshire since  



January 1, 2007, it is still of great 
interest. This gasoline additive 



is recalcitrant to biodegradation, 
highly soluble in water, and 



extremely mobile. New Hampshire 
is highly dependent on private, 
shallow drinking water wells 



that are vulnerable to spills and 
releases. These factors have 



made MtBE the most common 
contaminant in New Hampshire 
groundwater that is not naturally 



occurring. MtBE is a key 
contaminant at over 600 New 



Hampshire sites, and treatment 
systems have been installed at 
over 100 properties to address 



MtBE-contaminated drinking water 
supplies. In 2013, New Hampshire 



received money from litigation 
settlements and we are actively 



using these funds to create a new 
program to address the MtBE 



contamination problems.



■ Remedial Program for NH
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superfund, state sites, and other con-
taminated site programs. Separate 
funding, separate grant commit-
ments, and differences in the types 
of sites create artificial divisions 
that do not foster integrated activity. 
Although a lot of effort has been put 
into coordination between programs, 
the existing structure impairs rather 
than enhances these efforts. 



Here’s the Plan
The silo issue is being addressed in 
a number of ways. Staff are being 
hired from a wide cross section 
of programs at the Department of 
Environmental Services (DES). Key 
positions have been filled from the 
drinking water program, as well as 
the contaminated sites program and 
traditional waste management pro-
grams. The diverse cross section of 
experience and disciplines ensures 
familiarity with all programs and 
databases. We are creating a new, 
more inclusive network of contacts 
and relationships with each new 
bureau employee.



Another way that these silos are 
being broken down is by the ambi-
tious objectives of the new program. 
DES has designed the new bureau so 
it focuses on the following activities: 



•  Implementing measures to pre-
vent further MtBE contamination 



•  Sampling and analysis of at-risk 
private drinking water wells 



•  Providing safe, clean drinking 
water to MtBE-impacted citizens 



•  Investigating and remediating 
MtBE-contaminated sites 



•  Installing and improving the 
public water supply infrastruc-
ture in areas with significant 
MtBE contamination. 



Our state’s traditional model for 
contaminated site prevention focuses 
efforts within either RCRA-based 
waste management program or a 
Clean Water Act–related drinking 
water program. With the exception 
of UST prevention efforts, these pre-
vention efforts are independent from 
our cleanup program. Due to statu-
tory limitations, cleanup funding is 
only available to responsible parties 
if petroleum storage tanks are pres-
ent. Gasoline releases from drums or 
containers aren’t covered. The recent 
spills of MCMH in West Virginia and 



fly ash lagoons in multiple localities 
highlight the disparity in national 
release prevention efforts and fund-
ing based on the type of chemical 
and storage scenario. 



Prevention is cheaper than 
cleanup, so MtBE release prevention 
activities are a key part of the new 
program’s mission. This is very simi-
lar conceptually to regular dental 
checkups for tooth decay prevention. 
In both cases, the alternative to pre-
vention is the high costs of drilling, 
excavation, and backfill. Whether 
backfilling with dental amalgam or 
soil, prevention saves money and is 
much less painful than dealing with 
the alternative. 



A strength of the new program 
is that our prevention efforts are  not 
tied solely to releases from tanks. 
They extend to a number of other 
source areas. Funding is available to 
address the most significant MtBE 
release risks, regardless of the origin 
of the MtBE release threat. For exam-
ple, several of our municipalities 
have suggested they would welcome 
a program that addresses junked 
cars. Removing all of the MtBE gaso-
line from old junk cars in the State of 
New Hampshire would not be prac-
tical. However, we intend to work 
on larger, more significant potential 
sources of releases than lots with 
the occasional junk car. This would 
include situations such as tanks with 
hundreds of gallons of old gasoline 
and junkyards with poor fluids han-
dling practices.



The Unified Field Theory
The water supply testing program 
is a particularly interesting piece 
of the new program. DES has hired 
samplers for the new bureau whose 
job will be to focus on the evalua-
tion of MtBE drinking water impacts. 
The water supply sampling scope is 
not dependent on negotiations with 
responsible parties and can address 
all potential MtBE sources in the 
aquifer. To ensure all MtBE sources 
are evaluated and addressed, our 
new program is working hard to 
integrate all available information 
on known MtBE contamination and 
aquifer water quality data into one 
platform. In physics, the Holy Grail 
is the integration of all theories into 
a unified field theory. With our data 
our holy grail is to integrate all of 
the data into a single GIS system. 



This wasn’t a reasonable goal even 
five years ago, but now progress on 
a number of fronts makes this viable.



One of these paradigm-changing 
events is the development of GIS 
datasets by a wide variety of state 
agencies. Now a variety of powerful 
datasets are available, such as a state-
wide e911 street address GIS layer. 
This 911 street address initiative was 
implemented to ensure that there is 
a unique address for every property 
in the state. The information can now 
be compared with the locations of 
public water supply lines to identify 
properties outside of drinking water 
service areas that rely on private 
wells to obtain drinking water. The 
results can then be combined with 
another GIS data layer on property 
ownership thereby creating a power-
ful tool for the generation of mailings 
offering water supply well testing 
services to at-risk well owners. 



GIS data layers are now avail-
able for the following: every class of 
contaminated site, our environmen-
tal monitoring database (EMD) of 
sample locations and results, source 
water protection areas, water supply 
well inventory, and drinking water 
supply database. We are using infor-
mation from all these DES programs 
to learn where potential sources of 
contamination exist, where drink-
ing water impacts have already been 
observed, and where water supply 
wells exist. Other GIS data layers 
are also available on water supply 
well construction details and geo-
logic information such as areas with 
shallow depth to bedrock. When we 
design our water supply testing pro-
gram for an area, GIS system capa-
bilities ensure that we are compiling 
useful information from all programs 
regardless of division, agency, or 
data source. 



The investigation and reme-
diation piece of the new program is 
recognizable to anyone operating 
an integrated petroleum financial 
assurance program. It is focused on 
responsible party–based action with 
reimbursement of eligible costs. In 
the instance that a viable responsible 
party is not available, contracts are 
being put in place to ensure there 
is a robust state-lead response and 
cleanup effort. The main difference 
with the new program is that all 
releases are potentially eligible, not 
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4



LUSTLine Bulletin 75 • October 2014



PS: My new job title at NHDES is 
Administrator of the MtBE Reme
diation Bureau. This new program 
and job was made possible by funds 
from the settlement of the state’s 
MtBE lawsuit. I can be reached at 
Gary.Lynn@des.nh.gov. Due to the 
challenges posed by the new job, I’m 
sorry to say that I will no longer be 
able to write my LUSTLine column 
“Cleanup Corner.” It’s been wonder
ful to be a part of the underground 
storage tank release prevention and 
remediation community and the 
LUSTLine publication.



surrounded the active, remaining 
UST. 



In 2013, the Richmond Four Cor-
ners Store closed. In 2014, the prop-
erty mortgage holder commissioned 
an environmental due-diligence 
investigation as part of its foreclo-
sure process. The property is cur-
rently in the mortgage “workout 
phase,” according to the mortgage 
holder; the owner also owes back 
taxes to the town. In early 2014, the 
town, the property owner, and the 
Southwest Regional Planning Com-
mission (SWRPC) worked together 
to apply for brownfields assistance 
to remove the existing UST system 
from the property. 



The Town of Richmond was very 
engaged because of the back taxes, 
the central location of the property, 
and the boarded-up/in-foreclosure 
nature of the store. The MtBE Reme-
diation Bureau quickly entered into 
these discussions and collectively, 



MtBE Remediation Bureau Cleanup 



Snap, Crackle, Pop, Ignition…
Richmond, NH 
by Gary Lynn



just releases from tanks. This creates 
the need to prioritize the potential 
projects, but fills in gaps in the exist-
ing programs that are more focused 
on tank releases.



Funding MtBE-Related 
Infrastructure
Finally, the ability to fund significant 
infrastructure projects to address 
MtBE-related problems is some-
thing new for us. Previously, fund-
ing limitations made it difficult to 
implement water line extensions 
and infrastructure projects. With the 
new program, our capabilities have 
been significantly expanded. Now, 
we can use the GIS system to search 
for all contaminated water supplies 
within a set radius of a water system 
distribution line. Instead of hours 
of time spent researching one site, 
in a similar amount of time all sites 
can be researched for cost effective, 
risk-reducing water line extension 
p rojects. 



We will use our newly strength-
ened partnership with the drinking 
water program to learn about water 
supply projects that are in the plan-
ning or study phase so that we can 
evaluate potential opportunities to 
implement permanent solutions for 



■ Remedial Program for NH
from page 3



nation with a potential water-line 
extension solution to address the 
contamination. 



The scope of the state’s efforts 
is certainly ambitious. For a prob-
lem of this magnitude, it has to be. 
Undoubtedly, there will be many les-
sons learned, and successes and fail-
ures. We believe that there is a strong, 
important tradition of states acting as 
a laboratory for new ideas and pro-
grams; hopefully this effort will con-
tribute some additional ideas for ways 
to address the difficult aquifer protec-
tion and restoration problems we col-
lectively face. ■



In my article on page 1, I dis-
cussed the establishment and 
conceptual framework of New 



Hampshire’s new MtBE Reme-
diation Bureau. This case study 
illustrates how the new program 
enhances and integrates with exist-
ing programs by providing a sum-
mary of the first MtBE Remediation 
Bureau completed project—soil 
remediation and tank removal—at 
the Richmond Four Corners Store.



The Richmond Four Corners 
Store is located at the intersection 
of the two main roads in town, near 
the fire department and library. This 



country store and local gas station 
had operated since the early 1900s. 
At least five underground storage 
tanks (USTs) were located at the 
property. In 1992, high levels of gaso-
line contamination were detected in 
a neighbor’s water supply well. An 
investigation was completed, and 
five point-of-entry treatment systems 
(POEs) were installed on impacted 
water supplies. Previous cleanup 
efforts included a 225-cubic-yard soil 
excavation in 1995 and the operation 
of a pump-and-treatment system 
from 2004 to 2008. Full remediation 
was impossible during this time 
period because the contaminated soil 



MtBE-contaminated private drink-
ing water wells. We will use the Safe 
Drinking Water Act water-quality-
monitoring database to identify 
MtBE water supply problems in 
aquifers. This expanded focus has 
already resulted in significant addi-
tional collaboration and information 
sharing with the state’s drinking 
water program.



Our program was authorized in 
December of 2013 and I started work 
as the first of the program’s staff at 
the end of March of this year. In the 
short time that has been available, 
the Bureau has: 



•  Completed a statewide outreach 
effort 



•  Created a reimbursement  system 
for site owners that complete 
MtBE-related cleanups 



• Completed a tank removal 
 prevention and cleanup project 



•  Initiated multiple water-line 
extension projects 



•  Approved funding for a project 
that seeks to relocate an MtBE-
contaminated municipal water 
supply well. 



Shortly, we will initiate, in col-
laboration with a municipality, an 
aquifer-testing project that addresses 
multiple sources of MtBE contami-
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the decision was made to proceed 
with a joint project to remove the 
tank system and excavate the soil 
contamination. 



Why This Project?
We selected this project for inclusion 
in our program based on a number 
of factors. First and foremost, there 
was a significant MtBE contamina-
tion problem that required cleanup—
the new bureau’s funding source is 
restricted to MtBE-related cleanup 



activities. Equally important was 
the high risk posed by MtBE con-
tamination and the significant num-
ber of contaminated water supplies. 
Prevention of additional gasoline 
releases was a serious consideration 
because the tanks had been in tem-
porary closure for years, and the 
property was heading toward fore-
closure-process limbo. 



The final factor prompting the 
selection of this site as our first proj-
ect was what economists refer to 



as “opportunity cost.” Immediate 
cleanup of the site was not on the 
remedial schedule for the state’s 
financial assurance fund. If action 
wasn’t taken immediately, however, 
the brownfields funding leveraging 
the project would have lapsed and the 
willing owner potentially replaced by 
a new player such as the bank or the 
winner of a foreclosure auction. 



Good Riddance!
In July 2014, SWRP’s brownfields 
program removed the 12,000-gallon 
tank (Figure 1). During the piping 
removal, the contractor discovered a 
Total Containment’s Enviroflex pipe 
(Figure 2). DES would have previ-
ously required the removal of this 
piping, if we had been aware of its 
existence, due to its gasoline compat-
ibility problems. The outer pipe was 
blackened and stained, indicating 
the presence of gasoline between the 
inner and outer walls of the double-
walled piping run.



When the excavator reached 
the impacted soil, petroleum vapors 
from the soil ignited as the excava-
tor bucket scraped against a cob-
ble. This suggests a recent gasoline 
release from the piping in the same 
area as the larger, older gasoline 
release. Approximately 946 tons of 
contaminated soil were removed, 
including contaminated soil below 
the building’s dirt floor. The excava-
tion project generated a great deal of 
community interest and one gracious 
nearby landowner provided freshly 
baked corn muffins and lemon bars 
to the hungry work crew. 



NHDES will replace the ground-
water monitoring wells and con-
tinue to reimburse for POE system 
operation. SWRPC will conduct a 
hazardous building material survey 
and indoor air survey to assist with 
site redevelopment. The remedial 
project and SWRPC’s efforts should 
help to clean up area water supplies 
and revitalize this crucial town focal 
point.



DES believes that this site illus-
trates the importance of meshing 
with existing programs and the 
desirability of being able to act on 
release prevention, leveraging, and 
other opportunities that are not typi-
cally built into existing regulatory 
structures. ■



Figure 1. July 2014 contaminated soil excavation at the Richmond Four Corners Store.



Figure 2. Total Containment Enviroflex pipe unearthed during piping removal. NHDES had 
required such piping to be removed from UST systems due to ethanol compatibility concerns.  
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What Gauged LNAPL 
Thickness Tells Us
Gauged LNAPL thickness within 
a given well indicates that the soil 
in the formation exhibits sufficient 
LNAPL above residual saturation 
such that it has a continuous pore 
network within the soil to transmit 
LNAPL. In other words, the LNAPL 
transmissivity is above zero. Resid-
ual LNAPL in soil is similar to water 
in a sponge in that it does not drain 
completely. It is immobile to grav-
ity drainage mechanisms and per-
sists beyond hydraulic recovery as 
a source for vapor- and dissolved-
phase contamination—thus its 
LNAPL transmissivity has a value of 
zero. Residual LNAPL affects many 
sites that have no gauged LNAPL in 
wells, as these sites can exhibit dis-
solved- and/or vapor-phase plumes 
because the residual LNAPL is acting 
as a source. 



Where LNAPL exists above 
residual saturation, an accurate met-
ric is a necessary means to evaluate 
the magnitude of LNAPL impacts 
above residual saturation, the rate 
at which LNAPL can be recovered, 
and, ultimately, where hydraulic 
recovery may be effective. Histori-
cally, gauged LNAPL thickness was 
used to determine the level of effort 
needed or whether hydraulic recov-
ery of LNAPL would benefit the site. 
However, both sound science and 
experience have shown that it is dif-
ficult to consistently use thickness 
as a metric across sites or between 
wells. 



The  re la t ionship  between 
gauged LNAPL thickness and recov-
erability is affected by factors other 
than impacts alone (e.g., soil type, 
LNAPL type, hydrogeologic sce-
nario). The recoverability and impact 
within a formation for the same 



LNAPL thickness can vary from well 
to well, and from site to site.



It is understood that a silt is 
less permeable than sand and there-
fore for a given fluid and saturated 
thickness of soil the silt will produce 
less for a given drawdown than the 
sand. Since articles such as Lenhard 
and Parker, 1990 and Farr et al., 1990 
were published, it is now also under-
stood that the magnitude of impact 
for a finer-grained soil is less than for 
a coarse-grained soil, given the same 
gauged thickness and LNAPL type. 
This level of impact can be referred 
to as LNAPL saturation, which is 
the fraction of pore space occupied 
by LNAPL. As the saturation of a 
fluid increases so does the ability of 
the formation to transmit that fluid 
under a given gradient induced. 



The LNAPL saturation magni-
tude is dependent on soil type, which 
determines the distribution of pore 



Transmissivity—the Emerging Metric for 
LNAPL Recoverability—Part 1
The Science 
Behind It
by Andrew Kirkman



Light NonAqueous Phase Liquid 
(LNAPL) transmissivity, identified 
as early as 2000 by David Huntley 



(Huntley, 2000), has been gaining trac
tion in recent years as an emerging met
ric for assessing LNAPL recoverability 
at petroleumcontaminated sites. Indus
try organizations such as ASTM Inter
national and the Interstate Technology 
Regulatory Council (ITRC) have pub
lished guidance that includes or focuses 
on LNAPL transmissivity as a met
ric (ASTM International, 2013; ITRC, 
2009). The states of Virginia and Michi
gan have included it as a metric recover
ability in final guidance documents. 



This evolution has risen out 
of historic frustration with relying 
on gauged LNAPL thickness as a metric. Thickness is great because it is cheap and easy to collect. But where’s the part that says  
that thickness is great because it is accurate or that a given thickness or a small range of values provides a technical basis for identi
fying where recovery is beneficial? Thickness has been useful in telling us that some amount of mobile LNAPL exists at the site. But 
that isn’t enough. So how can we overcome frustrations that have continually been encountered in the industry, such as “Why does 
one site produce lots of LNAPL at one foot of thickness and the next produces hardly any at four feet of gauged LNAPL thickness?” 



This article describes the science behind LNAPL transmissivity as a recoverability metric. Prior to describing this I will review 
some LNAPL concepts to pave the way for the more interesting aspects of the topic in both this article and in Part 2. 



What Is LNAPL 
Transmissivity?



LNAPL Transmissivity 
refers to the recovery 
rate of  LNAPL through a 
unit width of aquifer for a 
unit gradient. It quantifies 
how much oil an entire 
formation thickness will 
transmit in a unit width 
for a 1:1 slope. It is 
analogous to groundwater 
transmissivity in that the 
term is directly related to 
the recoverability of LNAPL 
for a given drawdown.



LNAPL Transmissivity (Tn)
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one foot or ten feet of drawdown is 
being induced. It does not represent 
the influence of the recovery method 
but rather the aquifer properties 
alone. Similar to aquifer transmissiv-
ity accounting for the hydrogeologic 
settings of unconfined, confined, or 
perched aquifer conditions, LNAPL 
transmissivity also accounts for 
unconfined, confined, or perched 
LNAPL.



At some sites the recovery rate 
has been used as one of the metrics to 
measure remedial progress. LNAPL 
recovery rate is dependent on the 
drawdown induced to the LNAPL. 
Different technologies apply differ-
ent drawdowns at a site (e.g., skim-
ming versus vacuum-enhanced total 
fluids pumping). For two wells in 
exactly the same aquifer with exactly 
the same LNAPL recoverability, 
the well with the higher drawdown 
will produce more LNAPL, even 
though both wells technically have 
exactly the same LNAPL recover-
ability potential. LNAPL recovery 
rate is a metric that is dependent 
on technology as well as formation 
impacts. Thus, comparing recovery 
rate values across multiple sites or 
wells with varying drawdown is not 
a good comparison of the relative 
impacts alone.



LNAPL transmissivity is repre-
sentative of formation conditions. 
LNAPL transmissivity estimates 
from recovery data normalize the 
recovery rate to drawdown induced. 
Therefore, a similar transmissiv-
ity value would be estimated from 
a given recovery well using either 
LNAPL skimming or total fluids 
recovery data. Additionally, the unit 
width ensures that a shorter LNAPL 
recovery trench does not skew the 
results relative to a longer LNAPL 
recovery trench. 



The Goals of LNAPL 
Transmissivity
Returning to the well analogy, the 
pumping rates of the wells in the 
aquifer are not the criteria utilized to 
design gradient control groundwater 
extraction systems. Aquifer test(s) 
are conducted to calculate transmis-
sivity for each aquifer, and these 
values combined with background 
gradients are utilized to design the 
gradient control systems or to sup-
port modeling fate and transport of 



even varying soil type and saturation 
are accounted for because the calcu-
lation of transmissivity utilizes the 
discharge that occurs from the entire 
vertical interval and the induced 
drawdown. LNAPL transmissivity 
is a summary metric that accounts 
for the varying saturation across the 
entire mobile interval of LNAPL. 



Additionally, LNAPL has been 
identified as occurring in confined 
and perched conditions where the 
gauged LNAPL thickness in the well 
exaggerates the interval in the forma-
tion over which LNAPL flows (Illan-
gasekare, et al., 1995, Hawthorne et 
al., 2011a, Hawthorne et al., 2011b, 
and Kirkman et al., 2013). Gauged 
LNAPL thickness data alone do not 
account for these additional factors, 
which is a fundamental reason why 
thickness has historically been incon-
sistent as a metric. LNAPL baildown 
tests can help to identify perched or 
confined conditions (Kirkman et al., 
2013) and accurately quantify the 
LNAPL transmissivity for these con-
ditions. 



LNAPL transmissivity helps bet-
ter quantify and prioritize the recov-
erability between wells and even 
sites because in addition to account-
ing for the thickness that LNAPL 
flows through it also accounts for soil 
permeability, magnitude of LNAPL 
saturation, and the LNAPL density 
and viscosity. 



Factors That Affect LNAPL 
Recoverability
The factors that affect LNAPL recov-
erability are similar to the factors that 
affect water producibility in aquifers. 
The gauged water column is not the 
only criteria upon which aquifer 
producibility is considered. Specifi-
cally, aquifer transmissivity has been 
used consistently as a summary met-
ric to describe aquifer producibility 
and incorporates the properties of 
water, thickness through which flow 
occurs, and permeability of a soil to 
the water. 



The gauged water column is 
compared to the soil profile to evalu-
ate whether it is an unconfined, con-
fined, or perched aquifer. Then slug 
or pumping tests are conducted to 
determine aquifer transmissivity, 
which is generally viewed as inde-
pendent of the drawdown induced. 



The transmissivity metric is 
applicable regardless of whether 



sizes, and capillary pressure (repre-
sented by gauged LNAPL thickness). 
Large pores require little capillary 
pressure for LNAPL to occupy rela-
tive to water. Smaller pores require 
larger capillary pressure to occupy. 
As the average pore size for a soil 
increases or the capillary pressure of 
the LNAPL increases, the higher the 
saturation. 



Capillary pressure for uncon-
fined LNAPL is represented by the 
gauged LNAPL thickness. Notice 
how the fluorescence increases with 
height above the oil/water interface 
in the transmissivity diagram on 
page 6. This is because the capillary 
pressure of LNAPL is zero at the oil/
water interface and capillary pres-
sure increases as the height above the 
oil/water interface increases. LNAPL 
saturation starts out low, near resid-
ual saturation at the oil/water inter-
face shown in the diagram. The 
LNAPL saturation increases cor-
responding to increased capillary 
pressure (height above the oil/water 
interface). The peak capillary pres-
sure and therefore saturation occurs 
at the air/LNAPL interface (note the 
high fluorescence shown in the dia-
gram). 



LNAPL saturation is directly 
related to the number of pores inter-
connected (i.e., an increase in the 
permeability of the soil to LNAPL). 
Relative permeability is the quanti-
fied parameter that relates LNAPL 
saturation to the fraction of the total 
soil permeability open to LNAPL 
flow. Relative permeability varies 
between 1, for 100 percent LNAPL 
saturation of the pore space, and 
zero, at residual LNAPL saturation. 
The soil permeability, LNAPL den-
sity, viscosity, and gravity, combined 
with integrating the relative per-
meability over the vertical interval 
over which LNAPL flows results in 
LNAPL transmissivity. 



When a baildown test is com-
pleted a drawdown is induced and 
the formation responds by discharg-
ing LNAPL to the well. The satura-
tion is known to be variable across 
the mobile interval. Therefore, the 
LNAPL relative permeability also 
varies; however, the discharge to 
the well represents the integral of all 
of the variables (soil permeability, 
LNAPL density, viscosity, relative 
permeability) over the mobile LNAPL 
interval. The varying saturation or ■ continued on page 8
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and compared to LNAPL recov-
ery rates. LNAPL recovery rates for 
skimming and an additional foot of 
water drawdown were then calcu-
lated based on the test results. Figure 
2 provides both the gauged LNAPL 
thickness and LNAPL transmissiv-
ity as compared to achieved LNAPL 
skimming rates and calculated 
LNAPL recovery rates for one foot of 
drawdown. 



The wells that stabilized the fast-
est exhibited the high recovery rates 
and LNAPL transmissivity values. 
The gauged LNAPL thickness trend 
does not correspond to the recovery 
trends and is inconsistent relative to 
the recovery rates. However, LNAPL 
transmissivity is proportional to the 
recovery rates. This is not surprising 
as the preferred metric for aquifer 
producibility has consistently been 



LNAPL Transmissivity vs. 
Gauged Thickness
The set of data shown in Figure 1 
provides a comparison of relative 
LNAPL recoverability to gauged 
LNAPL thickness. The figure shows 
the recovered LNAPL thickness in 
the well for five wells, one of which 
was tested under both unconfined 
and confined conditions. Well MW-6 
recovered to 33 feet of LNAPL in 
14,000 minutes, which is roughly 
ten days. Well MW-18 recovered to 
ten feet of LNAPL in one year and 
was expected to recover to 33 feet 
of LNAPL eventually. These wells 
recovered relatively slowly com-
pared to well MW-1 which recovered 
to 12 feet of LNAPL in under two 
hours. 



LNAPL transmissivity values 
were calculated for all of these wells 



contaminants. Lower transmissivity 
aquifers require less water to achieve 
a similar capture zone width. 



Transmissivity normalizes out 
differences in drawdown between 
operational differences or technology 
types. The result of estimating trans-
missivity from baildown tests or 
recovery system data is a standard-
ized transmissivity scale that is used 
to compare recoverability at different 
wells or sites. Such a scale is univer-
sal, regardless of aquifer or liquid 
properties. Consequently, a trans-
missivity value of 10 feet squared 
per day yields the same production 
potential in Montana as it does in 
Florida. This type of standardization 
is a beneficial property of metrics. 



Additionally, in order to measure 
a recovery rate, a recovery system is 
generally needed. Recovery rate is 
not a characterization or leading met-
ric, rather it is a lagging metric and 
is quantified after the installation of 
a recovery system. LNAPL transmis-
sivity can be measured at monitor-
ing wells using baildown tests or, if 
recovery wells are already present, it 
can be measured using the recovery 
system performance data. LNAPL 
transmissivity is both a leading and a 
lagging metric and is, therefore, both 
more robust and more meaningful. 



The goals of LNAPL transmis-
sivity are to:



• Provide accurate estimates of 
LNAPL mobility and recovery 
potential



• Improve upon the gauged 
LNAPL thickness and recovery 
rate by being universally compa-
rable across sites, soil types, and 
hydrogeologic scenarios



• Provide a metric that is measur-
able throughout the remediation 
process such that it can be used 
during both characterization and 
remediation.



LNAPL transmissivity essen-
tially relates the ability of the soil 
profile to transmit LNAPL (i.e., 
LNAPL recoverability) by incorpo-
rating LNAPL fluid properties (den-
sity and viscosity), permeability of 
the soil to LNAPL, the gravitational 
constant, and the thickness over 
which LNAPL flows. 



Figure 1. Recovered LNAPL thickness over time from baildown tests.



Figure 2. Plots of LNAPL recovery, LNAPL transmissivity, and gauged thickness for various wells.



■ LNAPL Recoverability from page 7
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Stay Tuned
This article provides an introduction 
to LNAPL transmissivity as a recov-
ery metric. However, it is not particu-
larly enlightening as to when LNAPL 
recovery would benefit a given site. 
The follow-up article (Part 2) will dis-
cuss how LNAPL transmissivity at 
LUST sites relates to hydraulic recov-
ery as an effective remedial technol-
ogy. This discussion will include a 
description of the development of the 
LNAPL transmissivity range 0.1 to 0.8 
ft2/day identified by ITRC in the 2009 
document Evaluating LNAPL Remedial 
Technologies for Achieving Project Goals. 
The discussion will not specifically 
attempt to define when remediation 
is warranted; rather it will identify 
when hydraulic recovery is effective 
and how LNAPL transmissivity can 
be used to support remediation strat-
egies across various regulatory frame-
works. ■



Andrew Kirkman is the lead LNAPL 
Technical Specialist for BP America. 
Andrew has led and participated in 
multiple industry advocacy efforts 



related to LNAPL. These include: chair
ing the ASTM task groups related to 
LNAPL transmissivity and LNAPL 
Conceptual Site Models; generating 



publications for Applied NAPL Sci-
ence Review, American Petroleum 
Institute, and Groundwater Moni-



toring and Remediation. Supporting 
ITRC since 2008, Andrew became an 
ITRC LNAPL trainer in 2012. He can 
be reached at andrew.kirkman@bp.com.
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mobile LNAPL in many of these 
cases. When the baildown test was 
conducted it became apparent that 
the LNAPL transmissivity and recov-
erability at these locations was low 
because of the low recharge rate into 
the well for a given drawdown. 



So what does a given LNAPL 
transmissivity value mean in terms 
of an LNAPL recovery rate? Figure 
4 is a graph of induced drawdown 
versus recovery rate. Each series plot-
ted on the graph represents a dif-
ferent LNAPL transmissivity value. 
Recovery rate is plotted on both the 
left and right axes in different units 
to compare the recovery rate per day 
and over a one-year period. The loca-
tion of the technologies named on the 
graph provides a general indication 
of the expected drawdown achieved 
from each of these technologies.



transmissivity rather than gauged 
water thickness. 



Figure 3 plots LNAPL trans-
missivity versus gauged LNAPL 
thickness across several sites rep-
resenting railroad and petroleum 
facilities with LNAPL existing in silts 
to coarse sand soil types in uncon-
fined, perched, or confined condi-
tions. Understanding that LNAPL 
transmissivity accurately portrays 
the recoverability for a given loca-
tion in conjunction with this data 
highlights the inconsistency in 
applying gauged LNAPL thickness 
as a recoverability metric. Many of 
the larger thicknesses in this plot 
occur where LNAPL is primarily 
mobile in a sand lens that is several 
feet below the water table and over-
lain by a fine silty clay-type soil. The 
finer grained intervals do not exhibit 



Figure 3. LNAPL transmissivity values versus gauged LNAPL thickness.



Figure 4. Graph of expected recovery rate for a given LNAPL drawdown and LNAPL transmissivity.
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C rash valves installed at the 
base of dispensers are sup-
posed to stop the flow of fuel 



from the submersible pump when a 
vehicle hits the dispenser. Yet…
n	 In New York State this past July 



(2014), a driver, suffering from 
a medical condition, plowed 
into a dispenser at a high rate of 
speed. A substantial fire erupted 
immediately and was beginning 
to engulf the passenger com-



partment of the car when an off 
duty policeman, who was fill-
ing up nearby, bravely pulled 
the unconscious driver to safety 
(and then ran back to retrieve 
the ammunition in the trunk of 
his car before his vehicle was 
engulfed in flames.) But for the 
courage of the bystander, the 
driver would have been toast. 
(To view surveillance camera 
footage of this incident, go to: 



https://www.youtube.com/watcH?V
=V0HULVEK6I0&LIST=PLD185
CA6C7ACA4E45&INDEX=51)



n	 In Washington State (2012), a 
driver maneuvering at a gas sta-
tion backed into a dispenser and 
knocked it over. Flames erupted 
as the driver drove away. The 
fire continued to burn for some 
time. (To view surveillance cam-
era footage of this accident go to: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v



Marcel Moreau is a nationally  
recognized petroleum storage specialist 



whose column, Tank-nically Speaking, 
is a regular feature of LUSTLine. 



As always, we welcome your comments 
and questions. If there are technical 
issues that you would like to have 
Marcel discuss, let him know at  
marcel.moreau@juno.com. 



– nically SpeakingTank – nically Speaking
 by Marcel Moreau



Are Two Poppets Better Than One?



Single-Poppet Crash Valve Double-Poppet Crash Valve



Note: Both valves are shown in the open position.



Lower poppet 
swings upward and 
stops fuel flowing 



from STP



Upper poppet moves 
downward and contains 



fuel in dispenser



Graphic courtesy of OPW





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gL360th3mFI&list=PLD185CA6C7ACA4E45&index=40
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provides background information 
and additional commentary concern-
ing the code requirements, explains 
that the NFPA Technical Committee 
does not recommend double-poppet 
crash valves because some members 
of the Committee believe that these 
valves pose a hazard to emergency 
response personnel. According to 
the Handbook, the concern is that if 
there is a fire surrounding the dis-
penser, the fuel trapped inside the 
dispenser could “forcefully rupture,” 
endangering emergency response 
personnel who might be working to 
control the fire (Flammable and Com
bustible Liquids Code Handbook, 2012 
Edition, p. 515). This has been the 
position of the NFPA Technical Com-
mittee since at least the 1996 edition 
of the NFPA Handbook (Flammable 
and Combustible Liquids Code Hand
book, 1996 Edition, p. 404). 



But is the scenario envisioned 
by the NFPA Technical Commit-
tee realistic? In other words, do 
dispensers equipped with double-
poppet crash valves commonly 
blow up when they are hit and a 
fire results? Because a large number 
of double-poppet crash valves have 
been in service for many years now, 
we should be able to answer this 
question. What has been the experi-
ence of people who have used dou-
ble-poppet crash valves as standard 
equipment for many years? To help 
answer this question, I sought the 
help of my colleague Ben Thomas 
of UST Training, who has a vast net-
work of contacts in the UST world. 
Here’s what we found.



• Larry Gregory, who was respon-
sible for Exxon’s gas stations on 
a global scale until a few years 
ago, reports that he specified 
double-poppet valves immedi-
ately after they were introduced. 
He is a firm believer in their abil-
ity to reduce fires when dispens-
ers are hit and reports that he has 
never heard of an incident where 
a dispenser equipped with a 
double-poppet crash valve blew 
up.



• An east coast petroleum mar-
keter with well over a thousand 
stations has also equipped his 
facilities with double-poppet 
crash valves for many years. He 
reports that on average he sees 



Is There a Better Way? 
A quarter century ago, at the request 
of oil companies seeking to limit 
the damage resulting from vehicle/
dispenser crashes, petroleum equip-
ment manufacturers introduced 
the double-poppet crash valve. The 
bottom half of the valve is identi-
cal to the single-poppet version of 
the crash valve. The difference is 
in the upper half. In the double-
poppet design, the upper portion 
of the crash valve contains another 
valve mechanism that remains open 
as long as the crash valve remains 
intact. When the crash valve acti-
vates in an accident, the upper pop-
pet closes and the gasoline in the 
dispenser components is contained.



Using double-poppet crash 
valves seems like a no-brainer in 
terms of safety. The additional cost 
seems easily justifiable as well, 
because the cost of repairing exten-
sive fire damage from even one event 
will pay for the extra cost of a lot of 
double-poppet crash valves. Despite 
the apparent advantages, fire codes 
and industry recommended prac-
tices (with one exception) are silent 
on the advantages of double-poppet 
crash valves: 



• American Petroleum Institute 
Recommended Practice 1615, 
Installation of Petroleum Storage 
Systems, states, “Double poppet 
or secondarily contained double 
poppet impact (shear) valves 
should be considered for addi-
tional safety.” (API 1615, sixth 
edition, April 2011, p. 41). 



• PEI RP 100, Recommended Prac
tices for Installation of Under
ground Liquid Storage Systems, is 
silent on the matter. (PEI RP 100-
11, p. 25). 



• The International Fire Code also 
does not indicate a preference for 
either single- or double-poppet 
crash valves (IFC 2009, Section 
2206.7.4). 



• NFPA 30A, Code for Motor Fuel 
Dispensing Facilities and Repair 
Garages  (the code that has 
required the installation of crash 
valves since 1966) is also silent 
as to which type of crash valve 
to use (NFPA 30A, 2012 edition, 
Section 6.3.9). 



The NFPA Flammable and Com
bustible Liquids Code Handbook, which 



=gL360th3mFI&list=PLD185CA6
C7ACA4E45&index=40)



n	 In Maine (2004), the inebriated 
driver of a pickup truck crashed 
into a dispenser, which imme-
diately erupted into flames. The 
driver backed up and drove 
away. A couple fueling their car 
at a nearby dispenser ran for 
safety. An automatic fire sup-
pression system eventually 
put the fire out, but not before 
the flexible piping in the sump 
beneath the dispenser had been 
substantially damaged by the 
heat. If an alert operator had not 
activated the emergency stop 
switch to shut down the sub-
mersible pumps, the fire could 
have been catastrophic. (To 
watch the video go to: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgTBt
woo1io&index=45&list=PLD185C
A6C7ACA4E45)



In each of these incidents, the 
single-poppet crash valves func-
tioned as designed. Flow from the 
submersible pump was stopped and 
no geysers of gasoline erupted from 
the dispenser islands. But there were 
still serious fires that could have 
resulted in serious injuries or death. 
How come? 



Alas, the Single-Poppet 
Crash Valve
When a single-poppet crash valve 
shears, the valve mechanism in the 
bottom half of the crash valve closes 
and stops the flow of fuel from the 
submersible pump. But the fuel 
already in the dispenser can flow out 
into the environment because the top 
part of the crash valve contains no 
valve mechanism. 



How much fuel can be released? 
It depends on the dispenser design, 
but for dispensers with three prod-
ucts on each side, there could be as 
many as six filters, six meters, six 
hoses, plus tens of feet of tubing con-
necting all these components, poten-
tially releasing several gallons of 
gasoline. When the vapor from the 
spilled gasoline encounters broken 
electrical wires, sparks from scrap-
ing metal, or hot components of the 
vehicle engine, the likelihood of a fire 
is high. The result? Serious fires that 
cause significant damage and some-
times kill or severely injure people. ■ continued on page 12





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gL360th3mFI&list=PLD185CA6C7ACA4E45&index=40


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gL360th3mFI&list=PLD185CA6C7ACA4E45&index=40
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‘locked in.’ This issue has never been 
brought up since.”



If experience shows otherwise, 
then all that needs to be done is for 
someone to submit a proposal to 
amend NFPA 30A to allow the dou-
ble-poppet design.



Bottom Line? 
You guessed it. We believe that dou-
ble-poppet crash valves have clear 
safety advantages over the single-
poppet versions and their use should 
be at least a recommended prac-
tice if not an outright requirement. 
While some well-informed petro-
leum marketers are already using 
double-poppet crash valves, many 
marketers who are not aware of the 
added safety provided by double-
poppet valves continue to specify the 
single-poppet versions. This substan-
tially increases the risk that fires will 
result when dispensers are hit and 
people will get seriously hurt. Our 
goal in writing this article is to edu-
cate the UST community about this 
issue and to encourage UST owners 
to seriously consider double-poppet 
shear valves as a means to limiting 
liability, limiting damage, and ulti-
mately, saving lives. 



Oh, and we do plan to submit a 
comment to amend the next edition 
of NFPA 30A. ■



If you have a shear valve story you’d 
like to share showing how single or 
doublepoppet shear valves did or did not 
save the day, we’d love  



experience is that the soft seals in the 
meter and filter are the first things 
to fail in a fire scenario. This results 
in a slow release of product, but no 
explosion.”



OPW is a major manufacturer 
of both single- and double-poppet 
crash valves for use not only in 
North America but also throughout 
the world. Glenn Eckart of OPW 
told us that the OPW double-poppet 
shear valve has incorporated a pres-
sure relief feature since it was first 
introduced in the late 1980s. Since 
they were first manufactured in the 
late 1980s, no one at OPW can recall 
ever receiving a report of a dispenser 
equipped with a double-poppet 
crash valve exploding. 



These anecdotal reports from 
a variety of knowledgeable people 
clearly point to the advantages of 
double-poppet crash valves and pro-
vide no support for the NFPA posi-
tion that these valves pose a threat 
to emergency response personnel. 
We e-mailed Robert Benedetti, Prin-
cipal Flammable Liquids Engineer 
at NFPA, to ask whether they knew 
of any incidents where the “forceful 
rupture” of a dispenser equipped 
with a double-poppet crash valve 
had actually occurred. 



Mr. Benedetti replied, “This 
issue of single- versus double-pop-
pet valves came up several editions 
of the code ago.  At the time, the 
Technical Committee discussed this 
issue with respect to fire suppres-
sion activities. As I recall, the fire 
service representatives on the Tech-
nical Committee were leery of a fire 
beneath a dispenser whose com-
ponents contained liquid that was 



a dispenser accident about once 
a week, but despite hundreds 
of dispenser impacts in recent 
years, he has not had any fires 
that resulted from these inci-
dents. 



• Another east coast petroleum 
marketer with several hundred 
gas stations uses double-poppet 
crash valves exclusively and has 
thousands in service. These sta-
tions typically experience one 
or two dispenser accidents a 
month, but in the past 18 years, 
there have only been four fires. 
In one incident that resulted in 
a fire, the fire chief’s report con-
cluded that the fuel that ignited 
came from the vehicle and not 
the dispenser. This company has 
never experienced a dispenser 
explosion.



John Albert, who administers 
Missouri’s tank program, reports 
that dispensers in Missouri with non-
metallic product piping must either 
have double-poppet crash valves or 
fire extinguishers installed in a sump 
beneath the dispenser. The rules 
reflect John’s experience that double-
poppet crash valves greatly limit the 
potential for fires when dispensers 
are hit. “We’ve had many dispens-
ers get hit over the past 25 years, 
but very few fires,” says John. He is 
aware of the differing points of view 
among fire officials but has never 
had a dispenser explode because of 
a double-poppet crash valve. “My 



■ Tank-nically Speaking
from page 11 You Say Crash, I Say Shear



The crash valves in this article are 
called different names around the 
country. What do YOU call them?



o✓	 Crash valve



o✓	 Shear valve



o✓	 Fire valve



o✓	 Impact valve



o✓	 Emergency shutoff valve



o✓	 Earthquake valve



Crash Valve Musts



While crash valves are the wallflowers of the UST world, waiting patiently for 
their turn to save the day, they must not be ignored. Crash valves are critical 
pieces of UST safety equipment that must be properly installed and maintained 
if they are to do their job. Here are some basics:



n They must be rigidly anchored to the island and properly fastened to the 
dispenser



n They must be installed at the proper height relative to the dispenser island



n They should be tested for operation annually



n Fittings tightness testers installed in the test plug opening of the valves 
must NOT be left in place when the tightness test is completed.
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trol system or tank testing or compa-
rable system 



(3) requirements for reporting of 
releases and corrective action taken 
in response to a release from an 
underground storage tank 



(4) requirements for taking corrective 
action in response to a release from 
an underground storage tank 



(5) requirements for the closure of 
tanks to prevent future releases of 
regulated substances into the envi-
ronment.



Results



(1) and (2) federal regulations and 
most state regulations require that 
tanks be monitored monthly with a 
system that can detect a release of 0.2 
gallons per hour. Pressurized lines 
must be monitored monthly and 
have an automatic line leak detec-
tor (ALLD) to identify catastrophic 
leaks of 3 gallons per hour or greater. 
Federal UST regulation also allows 
owners and operators the option 
to conduct an annual line tightness 
test. As of March 31, 2014, USEPA 
reports that state compliance figures 
vary from a low of 26%, to a high of 
100% compliance, with an average of 
79.3% of regulated UST facilities in 
significant operational compliance 
with release detection regulations at 



claims manage-
ment practices to 
ensure our, and our 
customers’, success.



I f  regulat ions 
don’t work, we are directly 
impacted. In simple terms, if tank 
regulations are a bacon and eggs 
breakfast, regulators may be the 
chickens who are dedicated to the 
meal but who can also keep trying 
in the future. As insurers, we are the 
fully committed pig that is all in—if 
an insured tank leaks, we pay. Cor-
rective action costs us money. If too 
many of our insured tank systems 
fail, we fail. We don’t get to lay 
another egg. So, although we don’t 
write the regulations, we need the 
regulations to achieve their intended 
goals so we can achieve ours. Quot-
ing Yoda, “Do. Or do not. There is no 
try.” Trying does not keep a business 
in business.



FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS, 
ACT 1



Leak Detection 



Regulations include: 



(1) requirements for maintaining a 
leak detection system, an inventory 
control system together with tank 
testing, or a comparable system or 
method designed to identify releases 
in a manner consistent with the pro-
tection of human health and the 
environment



(2) requirements for maintaining 
records of any monitoring or leak 
detection system or inventory con-



In 1984, the administrator of the 
USEPA  was directed to “promul-
gate release detection, prevention, 



and correction regulations applicable 
to all owners and operators of under-
ground storage tanks, as may be nec-
essary to protect human health and 
the environment.” This November 
marks 30 years since UST regulations 
became a federal priority. So let’s 
walk through the directives one at a 
time to see, in my view as an insurer, 
how well we are doing. 



The average cost of correc-
tive action for an UST release is 
over $144,000. Once a release has 
occurred, as an insurer, we aren’t 
just involved; we have a significant 
financial liability. We are the pig in 
the corrective action breakfast. For 
the pig, unlike the chicken that can 
lay another egg tomorrow, there is no 
turning back. 



The company I represent, Petro-
leum Marketers Management Insur-
ance Company (PMMIC), provides 
financial responsibility coverage for 
thousands of our customer’s UST 
facilities. Most of our policyholders 
are also our shareholders. We want 
every one of our policyholders to be 
successful so they can continue in 
business as our customer and as an 
investor in our company. Our goals 
are to eliminate UST system leaks, 
stop leaks that occur as quickly as 
possible, and respond immediately 
to address corrective action and 
minimize third-party liability if a 
leak becomes a release. We use strict 
underwriting standards, experienced 
professional actuaries, stringent loss 
control programs, and result-driven ■ continued on page 14



A “Pig” Chews Over Meeting Federal UST 
Regulatory Goals 
Part 1 – Leak Detection, Reporting, Corrective 
Action, Tank Closure
by Patrick Rounds



In a breakfast of bacon and  
eggs, the chicken is involved,  



but the pig is committed.
Attributed to Fred Shero
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ered at tank closure without any 
previous indication of a release. 
We need better leak detection.
Fully contained systems with 



continuous electronic liquid sen-
sors could address many of the leak 
detection deficiencies. We need to 
work with the industry to convert 
facilities to be fully contained with 
continuous electronic monitoring. 
Until then, our insured single-walled 
systems will pay higher premiums 
than fully contained systems and 
will require more diligent oversight. 
More frequent inspections can help 
reduce the probability of releases 
from non-contained systems.



 
n	 RELEASE REPORTING. We need 
to remain vigilant for undiscov-
ered releases. We also need to use 
release information better. Internally, 
we compile data on every release 
from our insured population. Cause 
of loss, method of discovery, sys-
tem information at time of the loss, 
and other data is obtained by our 
insureds and our claims adjusters. 
We use this data to look for solutions 
to address causes of releases and to 
modify our premiums for various 
tank systems. Better data allows us 
to have a more discerning and more 
reliable premium structure. 



Unfortunately, state reporting of 
cause of loss is limited and inconsis-
tent. A review of all available state 
reports indicates that “unknown” 
is the number one cause of reported 
releases and the number one source 
of releases. Regulators should obtain 
and evaluate the same data that 
insurers use. State funds should use 
this same data to control and pro-
ject future liabilities. All cause of loss 
data should be submitted to USEPA 
so it can be compiled and utilized by 
every regulatory agency with juris-
diction over UST systems. 



The more data, and the better 
its reliability, the better we can all 
use it to manage our futures. The 
information is there, it just has to be 
documented, compiled, and tracked. 
Nationally, three percent of UST 
facilities have a release each year. 
We should be able to use release data 
to reduce the frequency of releases. 
EPAct 2005 required states to report 
number, sources, and causes of 
releases. States should take this 
requirement to heart and provide as 
accurate data as possible.



dispenser containment and 
monthly leak detection. Leak 
detection isn’t leak detection 
if dispensers are not included. 
Our inspections address every 
dispenser, every man way, and 
every component of the UST sys-
tem. If any leak is discovered the 
insured must address the release 
immediately, no exceptions. 



•	 Safe suction systems do not 
require monthly line leak detec-
tion. Safe suction systems can 
leak at or above the check valve 
and allow a dispenser leak to go 
unnoticed for a very long time. 
The South Carolina study noted 
that contamination at the dis-
penser islands was not affected 
by the type of pump present, 
which means that suction sys-
tems had as much contamination 
under dispensers as pressurized 
systems. If you are not check-
ing for leaks where leaks occur, 
you do not have adequate leak 
detection. Dispenser inspec-
tions are crucial for evaluation of 
suction systems and leak detec-
tion in general. Periodic visual 
inspections of this area of an UST 
system is relatively simple and 
requires very little cost to achieve. 



•	 ALLDs require quiet time (elec-
tronic line leak detectors require 
pump shut down, mechanical 
line leak detectors require pump 
start up to trigger the tests) and 
may not identify large line leaks 
at high volume facilities where 
the pumps may not shut down 
for many hours at a time. Any 
portion of a line that is hidden 
from the leak detector by a sole-
noid or other valve is not being 
tested. Such valves often sepa-
rate satellite dispensers. Leak 
detection that doesn’t cover all 
portions of a pressurized line is 
not adequate. While many own-
ers and operators may believe 
they are in compliance with leak 
detection, in fact, they are not.



•	 Non-Sudden Leaks. Significant 
releases have been identified at 
tank closure even though the 
tanks have excellent records 
demonstrating monthly compli-
ance with 0.2 gph leak detection 
requirements. Slow, non-sudden 
leaks cause significant damage. 
Many releases have been discov-



the time of the most recent regula-
tory inspection. 



(3) Nationally we have reported 
more than 517,300 releases. We don’t 
know how this compares with the 
actual number of releases that have 
occurred.
(4) Nationally we have addressed 
and closed over 85% of all confirmed 
releases. State Funds have spent 
more than $15 billion on corrective 
action.
(5) Nationally we have closed over 
1,806,000 tanks. That is three times 
more than the remaining regulated 
tanks. 



Areas for Improvement
n	 LEAK DETECTION. The USEPA  
notes that “Significant operational com
pliance (SOC) generally means that 
the UST systems at a facility have the 
proper equipment/procedures in place, 
and are being properly operated and 
maintained in order to detect a release.” 
SOC does not mean that every tank 
and every line is in compliance at all 
times. SOC may mean that each tank 
and each line had adequate records 
to demonstrate compliance for 
eight or more of the past 12 months 
(75% monthly compliance). Allow-
ing some leeway in recordkeeping 
makes sense but allowing leeway 
in capability or operation does not. 
During our annual inspections, if 
any system is not in full compliance 
with leak detection system require-
ments, the insured is given a 60-day 
timeframe to correct the deficiency or 
the policy is canceled. Nearly every 
facility complies with the compliance 
request and policies are not canceled. 



•	 Dispensers. Federal leak detec-
tion requirements do not cover 
dispensers even though our 
on-site inspections have docu-
mented that approximately 
90% of all leaks occur at the dis-
penser and the USEPA published 
a study in 2004 indicating that 
nearly half of all closures studied 
in South Carolina had contami-
nation at the dispenser islands. 
Although dispensers are cur-
rently outside the USEPA UST 
program’s regulatory authority, 
some states do require under-



■ Meeting Regulatory Goals 
from page 13
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Even if we were perfect at imple-
mentation, it doesn’t mean we would 
necessarily achieve all intended 
goals. However, we would be closer 
to achieving our goals of protecting 
human health and the environment 
if, as an industry, we did a better job 
of implementation. Implementing 
loss control strategies that go beyond 
the federal law as many tank owners 
and some states do, will also get us 
closer to our goals.



Inspections and operational 
compliance are business issues—if 
you are the pig. The entity respon-
sible for responding to a release has 
the greatest risk from non-compli-
ance. The Missouri PSTIF recognized 
this and has been conducting inspec-
tions for years and has been reducing 
PSTIF liabilities as a result. Spend 
a little on inspections and system 
fixes, or a lot on corrective action. If 
you were the pig, you would choose 
inspections. ■ 



Stay tuned for Part 2 – New Tank 
Standards and Financial Responsi-
bility, and Part 3 – Energy Policy Act 
Requirements of this series. 



Patrick Rounds is President and CEO 
of PMMIC Insurance. He can be 



reached at pjr@roundsassociates.com.



better resale values if the tanks are 
removed and corrective action (if 
required) is addressed. Many insur-
ers may not provide coverage for 
tanks in temporary closure more 
than one year. Allowing continued 
temporary closure may result in an 
unfunded release at the time of clo-
sure. Don’t allow unfunded releases 
to occur. 



If You Are the Pig 
The shortfalls in release detec-
tion and release reporting can be 
addressed with greater attention to 
on-site inspections and consistent 
regulatory requirements. Instead of 
relying on the three-year regulatory 
inspection schedule, we inspect our 
insured systems every year. Inspec-
tions reduce our corrective action 
liabilities. Instead of relying on 
regulatory enforcement of technical 
operating requirements, we enforce 
underwriting criteria immediately 
with cancellation notices. Because 
our insureds know what to expect 
and because we are consistent in our 
expectations, our cancellation notices 
rarely result in cancellation. Owners 
will address operational compliance 
if they know it is required for their 
continued business operation. 



n	 CORRECTIVE ACTION. State 
funds have spent more than $15 bil-
lion on corrective action. Are we $15 
billion better off? We need to focus 
our limited resources to address nec-
essary corrective action. We need to 
reduce the need for and the cost of 
corrective action. No matter who 
is paying for corrective action—an 
owner, a state fund, or an insurer—
if costs become excessive, correc-
tive action will be delayed and may 
not be completed. As several state 
funds have recently realized, unless 
you prioritize your resources on 
real threats to human health and the 
environment, available funds will be 
depleted and many cleanups will not 
be completed.



Corrective action should be 
risk based and designed to pro-
tect human health, not to return all 
dirt and water to pre-human status. 
Cleaning groundwater only to pump 
it into the wastewater stream is a 
waste. Monitoring a site without spe-
cific monitoring objectives is a waste. 
Any required monitoring report that 
is not reviewed and relied upon by 
the regulator is a waste. Let’s use 
our financial and technical resources 
wisely.



n	 TANK CLOSURE. A signifi-
cant number of substandard tanks 
have been closed. Let’s not allow 
a new wave of substandard tanks 
to become abandoned. We need to 
eliminate the potential for future 
abandoned tanks by enforcing limits 
on temporary closure. If a tank sys-
tem is economically viable, there is 
little reason for it to be temporarily 
closed for more than one year. Busi-
ness transactions generally do not 
idle viable business infrastructure 
for more than a year. We insure tem-
porary closed tanks for longer than 
one year, if the regulatory agency 
approves an extended temporary 
closure, and if we insured the tank 
while it was operational. The cover-
age is basically an extended report-
ing period until the tank system is 
closed. 



All tanks should maintain finan-
cial responsibility coverage until 
permanently closed. Closing sub-
standard tank systems (any system 
that is not fully contained) should be 
a high priority for all state assistance 
programs. Former UST facilities have 
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Greener Cleanups have their 
origins in the 1999 Clinton 
Presidential Executive Order 



Greening the Government Through Effi
cient Energy Management. In 2007 a 
Bush Presidential Executive Order, 
Strengthening Federal Environmental, 
Energy and Transportation Manage
ment, gave further impetus to the 
concept of integrating sustainability- 
and life-cycle-assessment principles 
into government activities. Those 
ideas have been developed for site 
remediation practices by three key 
sectors: private, state, and federal. 



Private industry started the ball 
rolling with its Sustainable Reme-
diation Forum (SURF) in 2006; state 
government followed with the Asso-
ciation of State and Territorial Solid 
Waste Management Officials (AST-
SWMO) Greener Cleanups working 
group in 2007; and USEPA published 
its technical primer, Green Remedia
tion: Incorporating Sustainable Envi
ronmental Practices into Remediation of 
Contaminated Sites, in 2008, followed 
by the Principles for Greener Cleanup 
in 2009. The “Principles” is the defin-
ing document for USEPA’s greener 
cleanup policy, establishing a frame-
work with five core elements for 
evaluating greener cleanup activi-
ties. The core elements are: mini-
mize total energy use and maximize 
use of renewable energy; minimize 
air pollutants and greenhouse gas 
emissions; minimize water use and 
impacts to water resources; reduce, 
reuse, and recycle material and 
waste; and protect land and ecosys-
tems.



In 2009 USEPA asked the ASTM 
International (ASTM) to initiate a 
task group to develop a greener 
cleanup standard through its con-
sensus process. In the same period 
the Department of Energy, the Army, 
Navy, and Air Force all developed 
guidance and approaches to green 
and sustainable remediation. In 2011, 
the Interstate Technology and Regu-
latory Council (ITRC) published two 
documents on Green and Sustainable 
Remediation. 



ASTM’s task group, which 
included a broad range of stake-
holders from the cleanup commu-
nity, released the Standard Guide for 
Greener Cleanups E2893 in November 
2013 (see resources listed at the end 
of the article). On December 23, 2013, 
Mathy Stanislaus, USEPA Assistant 
Administrator for the Office of Solid 
Waste and Emergency Response 
(OSWER), issued a memo to regional 
administrators and OSWER program 
directors recommending that they 
facilitate and encourage use of the 
standard to reduce the environmen-
tal footprint of cleanup activities. 



What Is a “Greener 
Cleanup?” 
A greener cleanup seeks to mini-
mize energy use, waste generation, 
and other external impacts (e.g., air 
emissions) that might be associated 
with the remediation. It includes 
all phases of cleanup, from initial 
site characterization to final site clo-
sure. A greener cleanup does not 
require an assessment of financial 
cost, broader sustainability issues, 
or remediation objectives, which 
remain determined by the relevant 
regulatory program laws, regula-
tions, and guidance.



How is a greener cleanup 
adopted for a LUST case, and what 
does that mean to the case manage-
ment process? In a 2009 survey the 
top barriers the ASTSWMO work-
group identified to adopting greener 
cleanup methodologies included: a 
lack of awareness of greener cleanup 
practices, the potential for more 
costs, the absence of any regulatory 
authority to require greener clean-
ups, the lack of any incentive to 
promote greener cleanups, and the 
perception that a “greener cleanup” 
is “greenwashing” used to justify a 
less effective remedial solution. 



For these reasons and others, 
incorporating greener cleanup meth-
odologies is not yet part of the rou-
tine case management process. What 
follows is a brief review of the ASTM 
process and examples of how, within 



the normal regulatory process, the 
ASTM standard approach can be 
used to identify and select “greener 
cleanup” practices that are as effec-
tive as a “traditional” cleanup.



The ASTM process
The ASTM guide describes a process 
that can be used to select practices 
that minimize the environmental 
footprint of a cleanup project and 
to ensure that the activities selected 
are appropriate and properly docu-
mented. 



The standard identifies five 
cleanup phases—site assessment 
(characterization); remedy selec-
tion; remedy design and implemen-
tation; operation and maintenance; 
and remedy optimization—each of 
which can be evaluated and opti-
mized with regard to implementing 
“greener” best management prac-
tices (BMPs). In most cases, LUST 
sites are sufficiently small that a 
review of BMPs for each phase may 
be sufficient. Generic tools, such as 
the Leaking Underground Storage Tank 
Footprint calculator described in 
LUSTLine #73, may be appropriate 
ways of providing a program-wide 
quantitative assessment of remedia-
tion technologies without requiring a 
site-specific evaluation. 



The BMP evaluation consists of 
five steps: 



1) Review BMPs that are potentially 
applicable to the site conditions 
and cleanup phase



2) Prioritize BMPs with the greatest 
potential for reducing the envi-
ronmental footprint (essentially 
based on the five “core elements” 
described in USEPA’s 2009 Prin
ciples for Greener Cleanup) 



3) Select BMPs from the priori-
tized list for implementation and 
provide rationale for those not 
implemented 



4) Implement the BMPs



5) Document the work.



Let’s Talk “Green”…at LUST Sites
ASTM’s New “Standard Guide for Greener Cleanups” 
by Alexander Wardle, Kevin Carpenter, Tom Potter 
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environmental footprint across all 
five core elements discussed in the 
framework for both the USEPA Prin
ciples and the ASTM standard.



Monitoring
With regard to site monitoring, 
selecting ASTM’s multi-port sam-
pling systems BMP (particularly 
advantageous in bedrock) mini-
mizes the number of wells installed, 



to “use alternative drilling meth-
ods, including direct-push technol-
ogy…to minimize drill cuttings that 
require disposal” (Figure 1). A sam-
pling and analysis BMP could be to 
select the “direct sensing, non-inva-
sive technology.” 



Another best management prac-
tice could be to use “treated water” 
from borehole purging to manufac-
ture the well grout. Implementation 
of these BMPs would reduce the 



ASTM provides a list of over 
150 BMPs which can be sorted by 
cleanup activity (e.g., sampling and 
analysis), remediation technology, or 
core element. 



How Might This Process 
Work at a LUST Site? 
Here are some examples of some 
practices that have been selected at 
LUST sites, and how they might be 
evaluated using the ASTM process.



Site Characterization
Traditional LUST site characteriza-
tions typically include three to five, 
eight- to twelve-inch diameter, hol-
low-stem auger boreholes with four-
inch monitoring wells. Each 30-foot 
well typically generates four to five 
drums of potentially contaminated 
soil, requiring offsite transport and 
disposal. In addition, well purging 
during sampling requires removal of 
three well volumes of water and may 
generate 20 to 30 gallons of water, 
again, requiring containment and 
offsite disposal.



Using Table X3.1 of ASTM 
E2893-13, “Greener Cleanup BMPs,” 
waste disposal options could be to 
“segregate drilling waste based on 
location and composition to reduce 
the volume disposed of off-site, or 



Figure 1. Hollow stem auger (HSA) vs. MIPS and LIF with direct push. Note the waste drum for the HSA rig and the bucket for the direct push—a 
significantly different amount of waste. 



Figure 2. A multi-level (“CMT”) bedrock monitoring well with multiple groundwater eleva-
tion gauges. A single well gains the same data as five separate wells at multiple elevations.



■ continued on page 18
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USEPA is holding a series of 
Greener Cleanup Standard Guide 
state trainings. The next will be at the 
USEPA Region 5 Office in Chicago on 
November 18, 2014; 9:30 – 4:30 Cen-
tral Time. For remote access, contact 
Brad Bradley at Bradley.brad@epa.
gov. Check USEPA’s Contaminated 
Site Clean-Up Information (Clu-in) 
website (http://www.cluin.org/live/) 
for details on other forthcoming 
training opportunities. ■



Alex Wardle is an environmental geolo
gist with the Virginia Department of 



Environmental Quality petroleum pro
gram (Alexander.Wardle@deq.virginia.
gov). Tom Potter is the Clean Energy 



Development Coordinator at the 
MADEP Bureau of Waste Site Clean 



Up (thomas.potter@state.ma.us). Kevin 
Carpenter is with the New York State 



Department of Environmental Conser
vation (kevin.carpenter@dec.ny.gov). 
Tom, Kevin, and Alex were members 
of the ASTSWMO Greener Cleanups 



workgroup that has recently sunsetted.
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which addresses the “materials and 
waste” and “land and ecosystems” 
elements (Figure 2). Selecting pas-
sive or no purge groundwater sam-
pling addresses the core elements of 
water use and materials and waste. 
Additionally, in-situ monitoring with 
automated data logging addresses 
the core elements associated with 
energy, air, and water by minimizing 
sampling visits and volumes.



Corrective Action
As for corrective action, the opportu-
nities for implementing green cleanup 
BMPs multiply, from the initial selec-
tion of remedial technologies through 
to onsite implementation. Tools such 
as the Leaking Underground Storage 
Tank Footprint Calculator described 
in LUSTLine #73 help quantify the 
power and fuel category of potential 
remedial technologies. 



Particular corrective action 
options can be further evaluated 
using the ASTM BMPs. Examples 



■ Greener LUST Sites from page 17 of BMPs used at gasoline releases 
under existing regulatory procedures 
include phytoremediation with 
native or non-invasive plant variet-
ies, passive sub-slab depressuriza-
tion and one-way check valves to 
promote barometric pumping, and 
a directly wind-driven compres-
sor operating a biosparge system to 
increase the dissolved oxygen at a 
gasoline UST spill site (Figure 3). 



A Matter of Mindfulness
These brief examples show that fol-
lowing a “greener cleanup” approach 
at LUST sites using the ASTM stan-
dard guide need not be a heavy lift—
alternative and effective technologies 
exist, their benefits can be described, 
technologies already used at LUST 
sites are applicable, and they do not 
require regulatory change to imple-
ment. The “greener” approaches for 
LUST sites are often no more expen-
sive than traditional methods and 
frequently save money. The use of 
“greener cleanups” at LUST sites is, 
as with so many environmental deci-



s ions ,  more  a 
matter of making 
mindful choices 
than being pre-
cluded by regu-
la tory  or  cost 
barriers. 



Check Your 
Case Files for 
Examples 
Deborah Gold-
b l u m ,  w i t h 
USEPA Region 3’s 
RCRA program, 
has been a lead-
ing contributor 
to national efforts 
t o  i n t e g r a t e 
greener cleanups 
into remediation 
projects. She is 
interested in high-
lighting various 
applications of 
ASTM’s Standard 
Guide for Greener 
Cleanups. Contact 
Deb at Goldblum.
deborah@epa.gov 
if you have a proj-
ect that might be 
a suitable candi-
date. 



Figure 3. A wind-driven compressor operating a biosparge 
 system to increase dissolved oxygen.





mailto:Bradley.brad@epa.gov


mailto:Bradley.brad@epa.gov


http://www.clu-in.org/live/


http://www.astm.org/Standards/E2893.htm


http://www.astswmo.org/Pages/Policies_and_Publications/Sustainability/Greener_Cleanups.html


http://www.astswmo.org/Pages/Policies_and_Publications/Sustainability/Greener_Cleanups.html


http://www.astswmo.org/Pages/Policies_and_Publications/Sustainability/Greener_Cleanups.html


http://www.itrcweb.org/Team/Public?teamID=7


http://www.clu-in.org/greenremediation/


http://www.epa.gov/oswer/greenercleanups/


http://www.sustainableremediation.org/remediation-resources/


http://www.sustainableremediation.org/remediation-resources/
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More than 25 years ago, USEPA developed a financial 
responsibility regulation to ensure that owners and 
operators can pay the costs of cleaning up leaks from 



underground storage tanks (USTs) and compensate third par-
ties for bodily injury or property damage resulting from leaks. 
The financial responsibility regulation at 40 CFR Part 280, Sub-
part H allows UST owners and operators to choose from a vari-
ety of financial mechanisms to comply with the regulation. One 
option is for UST owners and operators to participate in a state 
UST financial assurance fund that provides money for cleanups. 



Many UST owners and operators participate in their state funds 
and rely on state funds to help them meet the financial respon-
sibility requirement. In addition, state funds pay for most UST 
cleanups. As re-emphasized in our January 2012 guidance for 
reviewing state UST funds, USEPA takes quite seriously our 
responsibility to ensure state funds are sound and adequate 
money is available to clean up releases from underground stor-
age tanks. 



With that responsibility in mind, USEPA in fiscal year 2013 col-
lected and analyzed state fund soundness data from 34 (out of 
35 total) states that have funds. Our goal in collecting this data 
was to provide a starting point for discussions with state funds 
and, when needed, hold collaborative conversations with state 
funds. Ultimately, we want to ensure there is money available to 
pay for cleanups and determine if there are adequate financial 
resources to keep moving cleanups forward. In our analysis, we 
did not compare state funds to each other, nor do we plan to do 
so in the future. Rather, we compared states to themselves and 
looked at trends over time. 



State Funds Analysis Findings 
In working to analyze state funds, we heard about many of the 
similarities among the state funds. And, as expected, we heard 
that state funds have distinct differences and nuances regarding 
their structure, funding, and coverage. As is often the case, the 
devil is in the details; and, we heard lots of details. Below is an 
overview of our findings about state funds. 



n	Most state funds look fine and have sufficient money, 
and a few look great – We looked closely at two areas: 
whether a state fund is showing sufficient environmental 
performance by reducing the number of cleanups remain-
ing and whether a state fund is in a decent financial position 
with enough money to keep making progress on cleaning 
up releases. Here is the good news: in most cases money 
is available, cleanups are moving forward, and the cleanups 



remaining are decreasing. Also, we found that in most cases 
revenue appears sufficient going forward to continue making 
environmental progress. 



n	A few state funds are struggling – It was interesting, but 
not surprising, to hear that a few struggling state funds are 
dealing with staffing constraints and financial challenges. For 
these state funds, cleanups appear to be slow to reach com-
pletion and revenue may be insufficient. USEPA is working 
with these states to devise a plan for improving the health of 
their funds. 



n	Some state funds are heading toward recovery – Some 
state funds that had struggled in the past are implement-
ing changes to address their weaknesses and challenges. 
The result is those state funds are making progress toward 
recovery. 



n	Some state funds are doing a lot of work on fraud – As 
discussed in the June 2014 LUSTLine articles by Missouri 
and California, even though state fund fraud is a problem, 
states are working to uncover, investigate, and prosecute 
it. State funds are using increasingly more sophisticated 
data-mining techniques, among other strategies, to prevent 
and uncover fraudulent billing practices. For example, some 
states are moving to electronic claim submittals, which aid in 
comparing and reviewing claims faster. 



n	A few states are looking at getting back into the state 
fund world – Interestingly, we heard that a few states, which 
don’t currently have active state funds, are thinking about 
creating or restarting state funds. These states are realizing 
the benefits of a state fund in keeping cleanups moving for-
ward. 



While there is no bright line between a sound state fund and 
an unsound state fund, our data review and analysis provided 
us with a better understanding of the condition of state funds. 
USEPA’s renewed focus and emphasis is providing us all with 
more information, which will help us together work toward 
overall strengthening of state funds. As the old management 
adage says, you can’t manage what you don’t measure. 



A Message from Carolyn Hoskinson  
Director, USEPA’s Office of Underground Storage Tanks



Sound State Funds  
Make Good Sense 



■ continued on page 20
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In August 2011, the United 
States filed a new complaint against 
Duncan and affiliated parties, seek-
ing to void these asset transfers 
pursuant to the Federal Debt Col-
lection Procedures Act. On the eve 
of the trial in March 2014, Duncan 
stipulated that the government had 
sufficient evidence to establish that 
most of the transfers were fraudu-
lent, and the United States agreed 
to delay proceedings to permit him 
to settle his liability by selling and 
refinancing assets. 



As of August 11, 2014, the 
United States has received total 
payments in settlement of the fed-
eral lawsuit of $2,889,351.97, which 
includes the $2 million penalty 
imposed in 2010, plus interest, as 
well as attorney’s fees and costs 
exceeding $450,000, and daily, 
stipulated penalties exceeding 
$300,000. ■



 
 A Message from Carolyn Hoskinson continued…continued from page 19 



Ten-Year Old UST Violation Saga Ends 
with Payment of Over $2.8 Million



What Are States Doing to Continue to 
Strengthen Their Funds?
Because there are so many variations in state funds’ end of year 
money balances, cleanup times, average cleanup costs, and 
percent of universe covered, we do not need or want a one size 
fits all approach. We saw that some state funds are increasing 
fees, which results in increased revenue and improved finan-
cial positions of funds. Some state funds are directing money 
toward abandoned tanks, while one is directing money toward 
prevention and compliance. These and other approaches result 
in positive benefits for the environment, even though they take 
different ways to get there. 



State Funds for Next Year and Beyond 
Two years of experience in looking at state fund data has given 
us a good baseline about the soundness of state funds. Looking 
ahead, we want to streamline the process and triage our efforts 
to focus on those funds experiencing challenges. 



Our discussions with state funds have raised broader questions, 
such as: What kind of financial responsibility are those owners 
and operators not covered by state funds using? Are deduct-
ibles causing cleanup delays in some states? Are some ways 
of determining fund eligibility creating orphaned leaking UST 
sites? 



Moving forward, USEPA will continue working with states to 
strengthen state funds and ensure they provide appropriate 
financial assurance for UST tank owners. This makes good 
management sense and good business sense because sound 
state funds are important financial engines that help drive our 
program forward toward achieving our goals. ■



STATE FUNDS BY THE NUMBERS



• 35 states have state financial assurance funds, 
which help UST owners comply with the federal 
financial responsibility regulation; these funds pay 
to clean up newly reported releases as well as ongo-
ing cleanups 



• 5 states have funds, which no longer provide finan-
cial responsibility for UST owners, but continue to 
pay for those ongoing cleanups where they assumed 
financial responsibility in the past 



• 10 states, the District of Columbia, and 5 terri-
tories rely entirely on USEPA-approved, privately-
funded financial responsibility mechanisms to 
finance all UST cleanups and comply with the federal 
financial responsibility regulation 



• Approximately $1 billion = state funds raised in 
2013 for cleaning up underground storage tank 
leaks 



• Approximately $20 billion = cumulative amount 
state funds paid since the early 1990s to clean up 
underground storage tank leaks 



EPA’s state fund website  
www.epa.gov/oust/states/fndstatus.htm



In September 2004, USEPA filed 
an administrative complaint 
against Duncan Petroleum Corp., 



Dover, Delaware, citing violations 
of federal regulations designed to 
detect and prevent leaks from USTs 
at five Maryland gasoline stations. 
That complaint was settled in a Feb-
ruary 2006 consent agreement that 
included a $65,000 penalty, and 
required measures to ensure con-
tinued compliance with UST safe-
guards.



After Duncan Petroleum failed 
to carry out the compliance mea-
sures, USEPA inspected 13 addi-
tional Duncan Petroleum stations, 
documenting UST violations at each 
facility. In December 2008, after pro-



viding multiple opportunities to 
settle the matter, the United States 
Justice Department filed a civil 
action against Robert Duncan and 
Duncan Petroleum. After two days 
of jury trial, the claims were resolved 
in August 2010 by a stipulated order, 
agreed to by Robert Duncan, requir-
ing payment of a $2 million penalty 
by December 15, 2010.



Robert Duncan failed to pay the 
agreed penalty, claiming an inabil-
ity to pay. After analyzing his finan-
cial information, the government 
discovered that six months prior to 
trial, Robert Duncan conveyed assets 
worth about $10 million to several 
LLCs, trusts, and foundations under 
his control.





www.epa.gov/oust/states/fndstatus.htm
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At Long Last, Recommended 
Practices for Emergency 
 Generators
While the requirements contained in 40 CFR 280 regu-
late underground storage tank (UST) systems associated 
with emergency power generators (except for Sub-
part D requirements for release detection, which were 
deferred), standard and consistent engineering practices 
have not been fully developed for the design and instal-
lation of these fueling systems. Recognizing the critical 
need for viable guidelines/practices, PEI formed a Gen-
erator Fueling System Installation Committee in 2012 
and asked it to write recommended practices for these 
systems. The committee recently completed its work 
and PEI’s Recommended Practices for the Design and Instal
lation of Fueling Systems for Emergency Generators, Station
ary Diesel Engines and Oil Burner Systems (PE RP1400-14) 
is now available to those who wish to know more about 
the subject.



 The recommended practices in this document are 
limited to the design and installation of shop-fabricated 
tanks, piping, and auxiliary equipment for oil burners 
and stationary systems that provide fuel to diesel-pow-
ered pumps and generators for primary, standby, and 
emergency use.



The recommended practices only address systems 
that operate on distillate fuels, such as diesel or #2 fuel 
oil. Systems using gasoline, natural gas, compressed 
natural gas, liquefied natural gases, and/or any other 
products are not included in this document. 



The recommended practices may be applied to 
aboveground storage tanks, USTs, day tanks, and/or 
sub-base (belly) tanks, piping, and all associated auxil-
iary equipment in the fueling system. Maintenance and 
operational items are mentioned only if they relate to 
the initial tank installation system. Since the committee 
was not quite sure of what would be required on equip-
ment inspection in the final UST regulation, RP1400 
suggests that specific, ongoing, or periodic inspections 
should follow industry codes and/or accepted inspec-
tion and maintenance practices and procedures.



RP1400 includes many chapters common to most 
PEI recommended practices (e.g., definitions, tank place-
ment and installation, piping and components, electrical, 
testing, documentation, and training). But the document 
also includes chapters that cover subject matter unique 
to emergency generators. For instance, the chapter on 
pump and controls recognizes there is no “one-size-fits-
all” design for systems that supply fuel to an emergency 
generator or fuel-supplied burner. Since design consider-
ations can include sizing of the tank, how much redun-
dancy the user needs, which alarms the user needs to see, 
and external controls, each are extensively described in 
the document. Although not required by the current UST 
regulation, selection and installation of release detection 
equipment is also covered.



Another chapter in RP1400 that you will not find in 
other PEI recommended practices concerns the fuel to be 
stored, since the design of the fueling system can affect 
fuel quality. For example, excessively large tankage will 
increase the average age of the fuel, which could make 
it more susceptible to the formation of paraffin, wax, 
and asphaltene structures. The document recommends 
a water draw-off sump and/or floating suction assem-
bly to greatly reduce problems from water contamina-
tion and biological growths. And the committee suggests 
consideration of a fuel polishing system when designing 
stand-alone emergency generators.



Recommended Practices for the Design and Installation of 
Fueling Equipment for Emergency Generators, Stationary Die
sel Engines and Oil Burner Systems (PEI/RP1400) can be 
purchased at www.pei.org/rp1400. The price is $40 for PEI 
members and regulators; $95 for nonmembers. Regulators 
purchasing online should contact Teresa Jonkman (tjonk-
man@pei.org) to receive help in obtaining member pricing.



CNG Fueling in the Works
PEI is in the final stages of publishing Recommended Prac
tices for the Design, Installation, Operation and Maintenance 
of Compressed Natural Gas Vehicle Fueling Facilities (PEI/
RP1500-14). The PEI CNG Vehicle Refueling Committee 
met in September to review and act on public comments 
to the document. We expect the finished document to be 
available before March 1, 2015. 



While CNG fueling facilities are common across 
many parts of the globe, CNG dispensing facilities are 
still relatively rare in the United States. Recent dramatic 
increases in natural gas production in the United States 
have given CNG a cost advantage over traditional liquid 
motor fuels. This cost advantage has provided the incen-
tive for many fleet operators and some members of the 
general public to look to CNG as a way to significantly 
reduce fuel costs. 



I recognize that most state and federal UST personnel 
do not/will not regulate CNG dispensing facilities. Aside 
from the outward appearance of the fueling island, CNG 
fueling facilities have little in common with traditional 
liquid motor fuel storage and dispensing systems. But it’s 
likely you will come into contact with one of these facilities 
since it is likely to be attached or adjacent to an UST regu-
lated facility. This 100+ page recommended practice will 
give you a real good idea about what you are looking at. ■



Typical 
supply  
and return 
piping 
from a 
tank.



Field Notes ✍
from Robert N. Renkes, Executive Vice President, Petroleum Equipment Institute (PEI)





http://www.pei.org/rp1400.%20%20The%20price%20is%20$40
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FAQs from the NWGLDE 
…All you ever wanted to know about leak detection, but were afraid to ask.



In this issue’s FAQs from the National Work Group on Leak Detection Evaluations (NWGLDE) we discuss the different operating mode 
settings that can be used on an automatic tank gauge (ATG). Please Note: the views expressed in this column represent those of the 
work group and not necessarily those of any implementing agency.



Q. I use an ATG that was evaluated by a third party 
with the equipment in the “99% operating mode.” 
During a compliance inspection, the inspector 
pointed out that the ATG was in the 95% oper-
ating mode, and since there was no evaluation 
for the 95% operating mode he said that the ATG 
must be set to the 99% operating mode. I con-
tacted the ATG manufacturer to follow up. They 
said they had no plans to have an evaluation done 
for the 95% operating mode. Do I need to have the 
ATG set to the 99% operating mode?



A. We will try to explain the 99% and 95% operating 
mode in the prelude to your question, but whether 
you need to operate your ATG in the 99% operating 
mode is a question that must be answered by your 
regulatory agency. Most UST regulators would rec-
ognize 95% as the figure associated with the Prob-
ability of Detection (Pd) for leak detection. What 
that means is that statistically, a method must be 
capable of identifying a leak of a certain size at least 
95 times out of 100. If a method cannot achieve that 
level of precision, then it does not meet the federal 
standard for UST leak detection precision. A num-
ber of leak detection methods are capable of per-
forming better than the minimum federal standard, 
and are capable of accurately declaring a leak of a 
certain size 99% of the time, so their P(d) is said to 
be 99%. 



 Think of “operating mode” as a measure of sensi-
tivity, like an eye exam. If you go to the optometrist 
for a vision check and you can correctly read a cer-
tain size letter at a specified distance, then the doc-
tor can say you have 20/x vision, with the x being 
the description of your specific vision compared to 
an ideal standard. The optometrist’s goal is that you 
have 20/20 vision, and he may need to prescribe 
corrective lenses to reach that goal if your unaided 
vision is not at that level. Let’s say 20/20 vision is 
equal to the 95% operating mode, so the expectation 
is that most people can see 20/20, or be corrected to 
see 20/20, so you might say most people would be 
in the 95% operating mode. 



 If you examine eye charts, many of them have rows 
of letters below the 20/20 vision line. These lines 
measure people who may have better than 20/20 
vision, and sometimes these individuals may have 
extremely good vision, like 20/15 or even 20/10 
vision. Think of those individuals with 20/10 vision 



as equal to the 99% operating mode. So if you had 
an eye exam and it determined that you had 20/10 
vision (99% operating mode) it would automati-
cally mean that you could see 20/20 (95% operating 
mode). With that explanation, does it make sense 
why it would be pointless for a manufacturer who 
had been evaluated in the 99% operating mode to go 
back and have another evaluation in the 95% operat-
ing mode? 



 Regarding your question concerning a regula-
tory agency request to have an ATG set to the 99% 
operating mode: that would be up to the regulatory 
agency. During installation, the ATG set-up menu 
provides a choice between a 99% or 95% operating 
mode. The 95% operating mode means an ATG is 
slightly less sensitive, but still capable of detecting 
leaks at the minimum 95% P(d) level required. If a 
regulatory agency determines that an ATG must 
operate at the same level as it was evaluated by the 
third party who performed the evaluation, then you 
should always comply with the guidance given by 
the regulatory agency. ■



What Is the Correct Operating Mode for My ATG—
95% or 99%? 



About the NWGLDE



The NWGLDE is an independent work group comprising eleven 
members, including ten state and one USEPA member. This 
column provides answers to frequently asked questions (FAQs) 
the NWGLDE receives from regulators and people in the industry 
on leak detection. If you have questions for the group, contact 
them at questions@nwglde.org.



NWGLDE’s Mission



• Review leak detection system evaluations to determine if each 
evaluation was performed in accordance with an acceptable 
leak detection test method protocol and ensure that the 
leak detection system meets USEPA and/or other applicable 
regulatory performance standards.



• Review only draft and final leak detection test method 
protocols submitted to the work group by a peer review 
committee to ensure they meet equivalency standards stated 
in the U.S. EPA standard test procedures.



• Make the results of such reviews available to interested 
parties.



OOPS! In the LUSTLine #74 issue, in the first sen-
tence of the first answer to the first question in this 
column, we stated an incorrect date. The USEPA 
regulations became effective 12/22/1988, not 
12/22/1998. Gasp!
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For more than 25 years the New 
England Interstate Water Pol-
lution Control Commission 



(NEIWPCC) has been working with 
USEPA’s Office of Underground 
Storage Tanks (OUST) to enhance 
information sharing among state, 
territorial, and tribal UST-related 
programs. Funded through a cooper-
ative agreement with USEPA OUST, 
NEIWPCC has been actively devel-
oping training opportunities for the 
past four years. 



In 2009, NEIWPCC began dis-
cussions with USEPA OUST on 
developing a national inspector 
training program to address train-
ing needs identified by states. After 
many months of planning and gath-
ering feedback, NEIWPCC held its 
first webinar (Tank and Line Tight-
ness Testing) in June 2010. These 
trainings were so popular among 
inspectors that NEIWPCC began 
placing more emphasis on training 
to address LUST corrective action, 
state fund, and financial responsibil-
ity issues. 



In order for the growing training 
program to remain sustainable, a few 
changes have been made to the train-
ing development process.
TRAINING SCHEDULES: Both UST 
and LUST training will be scheduled 
on a quarterly basis. To see a current 
training schedule, visit: http://www.
neiwpcc.org/ust/schedule.asp. 
AGENDA SURVEYS: For regional in-
person inspector trainings, a survey 



has been created with a list of the 
most frequently requested agenda 
items. When a regional training is 
planned, this survey will be sent to 
that region’s states, territories, and 
tribes to gain feedback on their spe-
cific training needs. This feedback 
will then be used to develop the 
training agenda.
INTERNAL DATABASES: Over the 
next couple of months, NEIWPCC 
will be gathering information on 
speakers and site locations. Having 
all of this information in one place 
will make planning more efficient. 
TOOLS: NEIWPCC is exploring new 
ways to engage learners, both online 
and in-person. This month, we will 
explore a new webinar platform that 
will allow for more participation 
from attendees. We hope to intro-
duce some new tools to classroom 
trainings in the future as well.



Although things are changing, 
we hope the new process will con-
tinue to offer everyone sufficient 
opportunities to voice their training 
needs. The good news is that NEI-
WPCC will be able to process train-
ing more quickly and efficiently. 
Attendees should also benefit from 
increased opportunities to actively 
participate.



If you would like the opportunity to 
provide feedback and guidance on train
ing needs, contact Jaclyn Harrison, 
NEIWPCC’s tanks program manager, at 
9783492515 or jharrison@neiwpcc.
org. ■



Owner/Operator 
Training Required 
for Temporarily 
Closed UST 
Facilities
USEPA’s Grant Guidelines to 
States for Implementing the 
Operator Training Provision of 
the Energy Policy Act of 2005 
(EPAct) requires operator train-
ing for all federally regulated 
UST systems, including those 
in temporary closure status. 
Owners and operators of feder-
ally regulated UST systems, at 
minimum, must complete state-
specific operator training require-
ments. Only UST systems that 
are deferred, excluded, or per-
manently closed, as identified 
in the federal UST regulation at  
40 CFR Part 280, are exempt, by 
the grant guidelines, from meet-
ing operator training require-
ments. ■
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Changes in NEIWPCC’s 
Training Program
by Jaclyn Harrison



LUST Factoid



L.U.S.T.Line Index
Aug. 1985/Bulletin #1 – June 2013/Bulletin #73



Download the Index at  www.neiwpcc.org/lustline/ and then click  LUSTLine Index.
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USEPA is extending the compli-
ance period for refiners to meet 
2013 renewable fuel standard 



(RFS) requirements, citing delays in 
finalizing the 2014 standards.



In a direct final rule issued August 
1, 2014, USEPA said it would extend 
the deadline for refiners to submit RFS 
compliance reports until 30 days after 
the 2014 rule is finalized. The agency 
previously said refiners would have to 
show compliance with the 2013 stan-
dards by September 30, 2014. Accord-
ing to USEPA this action is being taken 
because the agency is still working on 
the 2014 RFS final standards and is 
“taking the time to get them right.” 



USEPA’s  proposal  for  2014, 
released in fall 2013, has been highly 
controversial and taken much longer 
to finalize than the agency originally 
anticipated. It would represent the first 
rollback of the federal standards for 



both ethanol and advanced biofuels, 
requiring refiners to blend 15.21 billion 
gallons of biofuels this year. 



USEPA received more than 16,000 
comments on the proposal from sup-
porters on both sides. Farmers and 
biofuel producers warned that the pro-
posal would erase some gains made in 
the rural economy and energy inde-
pendence and hurt development of the 
advanced biofuels industry. The petro-
leum industry and other supporters of 
the rollback cite the 10 percent ethanol 
“blend wall” as a limitation that pre-
vents ethanol from being added into 
the fuel supply at higher concentra-
tions than can be safely blended. Lob-
bying was heavy for both sides. 



At this point it is unclear when the 
2014 rule will be finalized; it should be 
released by November 2014, as a draft 
of the rule for final review was sent to 
OMB on August 22, 2014. ■



USEPA Extends Biofuels Blending 
Requirements Deadline…Again



NEW ASTSWMO 
PUBLICATION



LUST Trust Fund 
Fact Sheet
The Tanks Subcommittee 
has developed a LUST 
Trust Fund Fact Sheet to 
summarize information, 
guidance, and budget 
information specific to 
the LUST Trust Fund. The 
Trust Fund provides fed-
eral funding to support 
USEPA’s, states’, terri-
tories’, and tribal LUST 
prevention and response 
programs. The document 
is available at: www.
astswmo.org/Files/Poli-
cies_and_Publications/
Tanks /2014-08-AST-
S W M O - L U S T Tr u s t -
FundFSv2.pdf
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Transport Rule Doesn't 'Over-Control'
Upwind States, EPA Tells Appeals Court
The Environmental Protection Agency's cross-state emissions rule
for power plants doesn't "over-control" upwind states beyond
what is allowed under the Clean Air Act, the agency told a federal
appeals court that is considering...


Biotechnology
Monsanto Developing New GMO Corn Strain
Monsanto has applied for Department of Agriculture approval for
a new strain of genetically modified corn that produces ears with
increased biomass. In its application, which the department's
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service...


Climate Regulation
FERC Commissioners Recall Little Input
On EPA Rule to Curb Power Plant Emissions
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission didn't meaningfully
participate in the development of the Environmental Protection
Agency's proposed carbon dioxide standards for power plants,
some commissioners told House and Senate...


Climate Science
2014 Was Hottest Year, Government Says,
Citing Greenhouse Gas Emissions
The year 2014 was the warmest on record, the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration and NASA announced Jan. 16....


Energy
DOE Proposes Commercial Furnace Standards
Estimated to Save $2.7 Billion Over 30 Years
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Proposed energy efficiency standards for commercial furnaces
would save consumers as much as $2.7 billion over 30 years in
natural gas savings, according to the proposed rule announced by
the Energy Department Jan. 16....


Energy
Study Finds Lifting Ban on Crude Exports 
Consistent With Policy, Would Cut Gas Prices
Lifting restrictions on the export of domestic crude oil would
reduce U.S. gasoline prices by as much as 12 cents per gallon,
help prevent a shortage of light crude refining capacity in the U.S.
and is consistent with past and present trade policy...


EPA
McCarthy's 2015 EPA Agenda Topped
By Rules on Power Plants, Water, Methane
The Environmental Protection Agency in 2015 will finalize
regulations on carbon emissions from power plants and the
jurisdictional reach of the Clean Water Act, and it will propose
emissions rules for heavy-duty vehicles and methane from...


Hazardous Waste
Citizen Suit Against Dairy May Proceed
Under RCRA for Polluting Wells, Court Says
Evidence that residential wells downhill from a dairy farm are
contaminated with nitrates exceeding Environmental Protection
Agency limits is sufficient to establish an imminent and
substantial endangerment under federal hazardous...


Mining
Canada Conditionally Approves Gold Mine Project
Canada has concluded that the $885 million Rainy River gold
mine project in northern Ontario will not cause significant
environmental impacts, Environment Minister Leona Aglukkaq
said Jan. 12 in a decision statement. The Canadian
Environmental...


Oil & Gas
As Drilling Nears Urban Areas in Colorado,
Broader Planning May Become Necessary
Colorado's top oil and gas regulator suggested that requiring
operators to enter into comprehensive drilling plans may be one
way to address the increasing concerns of local governments as
energy development ramps up near urban areas...


Oil & Gas
Colorado Underestimating Emissions
From Oil, Gas Activities, Researcher Says
Colorado is significantly underestimating greenhouse gas
emissions and air pollutants emitted from oil and gas operations,
according to a researcher with the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration. ...


Pesticides
Pollinator Strategy to Come Out by Spring
A White House official told Bloomberg BNA that it is planning to
release the federal government's pollinator protection strategy
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document by this spring. The federal agencies participating in the
White House's task force on pollinators...


Pipeline Safety
Regulators Order Plains Midstream Canada
To Audit Pipeline Operations Across Country
Canada's national energy regulator Jan. 15 ordered Plains
Midstream Canada ULC to provide an independent third-party
audit of all the company's pipeline operations in Alberta,
Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ontario....


Superfund
Ruling on CERCLA Time Limits Reaffirmed
As High Court Considers Hearing Challenge
The three-year time bar for filing a Superfund contribution action
following an administrative settlement to perform a removal
action begins when the settlement becomes effective, the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit reaffirmed...


Sustainability
Michigan Governor Vetoes Three Bills
Related to Environment, Signs Others
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder (R) has vetoed three environment-
related bills, including one that would have prevented the state
from using biological diversity as a reason for promulgating or
enforcing forest-management rules....


Vehicle Fuels
Keystone Amendment Offered to Cut
Fuel Standard's Corn Ethanol Mandate
The renewable fuel standard's mandate requiring the use of
conventional corn ethanol would be removed under an
amendment offered to Keystone legislation (S. 1) Jan. 16 by
Sens. Pat Toomey (R-Pa.) and Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.)....


Vehicle Fuels
Trucking Equipment Company Challenges
EPA's Renewable Fuel Standard Delay
A trucking equipment manufacturer is challenging the
Environmental Protection Agency's failure to issue renewable fuel
standards for 2014 and 2015 in a lawsuit filed Jan. 15 (Plant Oil
Powered Diesel Fuel Systems Inc. v. McCarthy, D.C....


Water Pollution
Administration Launches Financing Center,
Municipal Bond for Water Infrastructure
Vice President Joe Biden announced Jan. 16 the launch of a new
center at the Environmental Protection Agency that would serve
as a one-stop shop for communities, municipal utilities, and
private entities seeking financing for water and wastewater...


Water Pollution
New Washington State Toxics Standards
Proposed to Reflect Fish Consumption Values
The Washington Department of Ecology—under pressure from the
Environmental Protection Agency—proposed changes to how it
calculates water quality standards by increasing its assumption of
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how much fish people eat....


OUTLOOK 2015


Brazil
Few Laws on Environmental Protection Seen;
Resolution to Improve Air Quality Expected
A conservative Congress will likely approve little environmental
legislation in 2015 and may pass laws that adversely impact the
environment....


Canada
Oil Prices Force Further Delay in Rules
On Energy Sector Emissions; Election Looms
Falling oil prices will further delay regulations to restrict
greenhouse gas emissions from Canada's oil and gas sector, the
linchpin for efforts to meet international climate change
commitments and the environmental policy development...


China
Government Plans Action to Address Air,
Water Pollution, Clarify Climate Policies
China is expected to strengthen its main air pollution law and
issue an action plan to fight water pollution in 2015 as it
continues to move forward on two of its most pressing and
publicly contentious environmental issues....


European Union
Legislation on Greenhouse Gas Reductions,
Air Quality, Waste Regulation Tops Agenda
The 28 countries of the European Union in 2015 will start to work
out details of legislation they have to adopt to deliver on a pledge
to cut their collective greenhouse gas emissions by 40 percent by
2030 compared to 1990....


France
Parliament Aims to Pass Framework Law
On Energy Transition Ahead of Paris Talks
As France seeks to stoke momentum for climate change talks the
nation will host in late 2015, Parliament is expected to pass a
major environmental framework law early in the year to boost
renewable energy's market viability while strengthening...


Germany
Energy Market Redesign, Competitive Bidding
For Renewables Will Top Agenda in 2015
Germany's green energy transition, or Energiewende, will
continue to be the government's major environmental project in
2015. But with a far-reaching amendment of the law governing
the country's renewables expansion passed...


India
Government to Add Independent Regulator,
Begin Overhaul of Major Environmental Laws
The year is likely to witness some momentous legislative and
regulatory developments in India, including the rewriting of
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several key environmental laws based on an executive review
initiated in 2014. ...


International Maritime Organization
Reporting Ships' Carbon Dioxide Emissions,
Ballast Water Pact Ratification Top Priorities
Hitting upon an agreement to reduce global shipping's carbon
dioxide emissions and improving the energy efficiency of ships
will be environmental priorities for the International Maritime
Organization in 2015, according to a spokeswoman...


Japan
As Nuclear Power Comes Back, Nation Looks
To Conservation, Renewables, Technology
Even with the probable restarting of nuclear power reactors in
2015, Japan is being pressed to expand its renewable energy and
conservation programs. There is a widely held view that the
resources-poor country must curb its energy appetite...


Mexico
Law Sought to Boost Renewable Energy;
New Regulator of Oil Sector Begins Work
The potential impact of expected rules to encourage greater use
of renewable energy will top Mexico's environmental agenda for
2015 and will show the government's relative appetite for
balancing a heavily oil- and gas-based energy...


Organization for Economic Cooperation & Development
For Paris Summit, OECD Looks at Alignment
Of Climate Policy With Energy, Other Policies
The Organization for Economic Cooperation & Development plans
to contribute policy analysis to efforts to prepare for climate
change talks in Paris in late 2015, in particular looking at ways to
improve coordination of climate policies...


Russia
Carbon Dioxide Limits, Arctic Development,
Amendments to Framework Law Top Topics
The Russian government is likely to publish methodology in 2015
for monitoring greenhouse gases across industry, in anticipation
of mandatory reporting requirements and limits on carbon
dioxide....


United Kingdom
Elections Will Decide Low-Carbon Goals
For 2020 and Beyond; Shale Gas Fight Looms
The year will be a pivotal one for the United Kingdom, as a
general election in May will decide the government that will rule
until 2020, a target date for key climate change, renewable
energy and energy efficiency goals....


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


JANUARY 16 FEDERAL REGISTER
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National Tank Conference, A Very Special Tank Savvy Minute, More
Free Webinars, More Publications


View this email in your browser


What’s Wrong with
This Picture? Classes &


Events
View all >


September 2015
Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
George Fox University,
12753 SW 68th Avenue
Portland OR 97223-8305
September 23, 2015
Register now


FREE Webinar:
Navigating the new
EPA UST rules: What
the changes mean for
you
September 29, 2015, 11
AM Pacific Time


From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Barolo, Mark; Gerber, Linda; Anderson, Will; Worley, Ray
Subject: FW: UST Training News - October 2015
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 11:21:29 AM


OK – it’s always embarrassing to watch myself on video, and especially when I didn’t have a script, just
responded to an impromptu question from Ben at the booth – but I guess I didn’t look like too much of a
dufus.  Did you see my “tank savvy minute? video”
 
Also – Ben did a great summary of the Tanks Conference.  If we think we’d like to tell anyone what some
highlights were if they weren’t there, his article (if you read the long version) nicely summarizes several
of the sessions.  Nice when someone else can do work we might be able to use for ourselves. 
 


-          C
 


From: UST Training [mailto:Ben.Thomas=USTtraining.com@mail20.atl111.rsgsv.net] On Behalf Of UST
Training
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 10:03 AM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Subject: UST Training News - October 2015
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Register now


October 2015
Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training (with
NCDENR)
JB Bragg-Pope, NC
October 5-6, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


PEI at the NACS Show
Las Vegas, NV
October 12-14, 2015
Stop by and visit Ben at
the Ready Training
Booth # 4628
More info


Advanced UST
Operator Training on
Automatic Tank
Gauges
Bremerton, WA
October 20, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


FREE Webinar:
Navigating the new
EPA UST rules: What
the changes mean for
you
October 21, 2015, 11


 


Email Your Answer


 


 


 



http://usttraining.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=3dc3986d67&e=b2db4e2719

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=0801fdf6c7&e=b2db4e2719

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=e8e1f1ec52&e=b2db4e2719

mailto:info@USTtraining.com

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=4e8af8c80a&e=b2db4e2719

mailto:info@USTtraining.com

mailto:ben@usttraining.com?subject=What's%20Wrong%20with%20this%20picture%20answer





Highlights from the National
Tanks Conference
Ben Thomas of UST Training recently attended
the 25th Annual National Tanks Conference in
Phoenix, AZ, an event he’s proudly attended, help
organize or presented at since 1996. Here are
some of the highlights:
Largest Attendance to Date: We tipped the
scales at over 800 attendees this year, the highest
attended UST conference ever. Attendees
included nearly every state UST program, many
Indian tribes, many EPA officials, major UST
owners, testers, contractors and more.


AM Pacific Time
Register now


November 2015
Advanced UST Leak
Detection Inspector
Training
EPA Region 3 States
Rehoboth Beach, DE
November 3-5, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training (with
GTECA)
Hunter AAF, GA
Tentative date
November 4-5, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


UST Inspector Boot
Camp
Great hand’s on class for
any UST operator or
inspector
Near Milwaukee, WI
November 17-19, 2015
Register now, seating is
limited.


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
FISC Puget Sound, WA
Tentative date
November 18-19, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


December 2015
Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Fairchild AFB, WA
Tentative date
December 2-3, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.
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Tank Savvy Minute from the
head of the nation’s UST
program
At the recent National Tanks Conference in
Phoenix, AZ, Ben Thomas had the good fortune of
interviewing the nation’s top UST regulator
Carolyn Hoskinson, Director of EPA’s Office of
Underground Storage Tanks for this special Tank
Savvy Minute about the new EPA UST rules.
Thanks Carolyn!


More Free New UST Rules
Webinars September 29 and
October 21
We're continuing to offer this webinar at least
monthly for the time being in case you missed the
first one. Register for the next one now if you
missed out. Or tell your friends if you liked the
class.
FREE Webinar: Navigating the new EPA UST


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
George Fox University,
12753 SW 68th Avenue
Portland OR 97223-8305
December 8, 2015
Register now


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Joint Base Lewis
McChord, WA
Tentative date
December 9-10, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


2015 Training by the
Steel Tank Institute
Follow links for dates,
locations and pricing


STI Cathodic Protection
Testing Classes
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rules: What the changes mean for you
September 29, 2015, 11 AM Pacific Time
Register now


FREE Webinar: Navigating the new EPA UST
rules: What the changes mean for you
October 21, 2015, 11 AM Pacific Time
Register now


Ever wonder what a 3-
gallon per hour leak looks
like?
When doing an inspector training class last week,
we had a petroleum contractor test a mechanical
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line leak detector in the field to see if the device
could find a 3 gallon per hour leak. Unfortunately it
didn’t pass, meaning not that the single-wall line
was leaking, but a leak of 3+ gallons per hour
could not be found.


The good news was that the UST owner didn’t
need to wait another 6 months to know he couldn’t
find a catastrophic leak.  This video demonstrates
how big a leak could go undetected if the line leak
detector was not working properly. This visual is
important because we don’t often see actual leaks
because they’re usually buried so the mind has a
hard time registering how bad things might be
below grade.


We try hard at UST Training to make
demonstrations like this leak so UST operators get
a sense about the importance of equipment
operations, testing and response.


Got a great visual to show how bad a leak can be?
Send it to info@USTtraining.com.
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More EPA Publications
about the new UST rules
EPA continued to publish technical assistance
documents about the new rules for topics like
interstitial monitoring, UST operator training,
walkthrough inspection, equipment testing and
more.
Here’s the latest document:


EPA’s Questions and Answers about the
2015 UST Regulation


Nebraska UST Operators
like online training
UST Training was the first to offer online training in
Nebraska and, like we do in all states, we ask
Class A/B UST operators to fill out a brief survey
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after class.  Here’s what 23 operators had to say
about the training so far. Overall, folks seemed to
find the course useful, the handouts helpful and
the venue (online versus traditional classroom)
favorable.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
California Unveils Plan to Ease
Rules for In-Use Diesel Trucks, Buses
The California Air Resources Board has unveiled a proposal to
make it easier for the owners of small and lower-mileage fleets of
diesel trucks to comply with tough emissions standards being
phased in between 2012 and 2023....


Air Pollution
Smaller Ships Shouldn't Be Required to Use
Low-Sulfur Fuel Off U.S. Coast, Industry Says
Low-powered ships shouldn't be required to switch to low-sulfur
fuel oil when operating off the coast of the United States, a North
American shipping company representative told a congressional
panel March 4. ...


Biotechnology
APHIS to Review Monsanto Corn Variety
Engineered for Insect, Herbicide Resistance
The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service is considering a
request by Monsanto Corp. to approve a new variety of corn
engineered for resistance to insect pests and tolerance to the
herbicide glyphosate, according to a notice published...


Brownfields
Hahn Introduces Measure in House
To Facilitate Redevelopment Projects
Rep. Janice Hahn (D-Calif.) introduced bipartisan legislation
March 6 to facilitate brownfield redevelopment projects....


Climate Change
28 Senators to Hold All-Night Session
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March 10 to Urge Climate Change Action
Nearly 30 Democratic and Independent senators are expected to
participate in an all-night session on the Senate floor discussing
the need to act to address climate change from the evening of
March 10 through 9 a.m. March 11....


Climate Change
Kerry Tells American Diplomats to Factor
Climate Change Into Foreign Policy Work
Secretary of State John Kerry has called on American diplomats
around the world to find ways to integrate climate change into
their day-to-day foreign policy activities....


Climate Change
Proposal Would End Alternative Emissions Reporting
The Environmental Protection Agency will publish a proposed rule
March 10 that would eliminate an option for oil and natural gas
producers to use alternative greenhouse gas calculation methods
as part of the annual reporting requirements...


Climate Change
Sullivan Confirmed by Senate to Lead
NOAA as Climate Change Challenges Loom
Kathryn Sullivan, who has been serving as acting administrator of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration for more
than a year, was approved for the permanent position March 6 by
the Senate....


Drilling
New York Putting Up ‘Smokescreen' in Bid
To Dismiss Fracking EIS Suit, Plaintiffs Say
New York state is putting up a "legally unsupported smokescreen"
by moving to dismiss a lawsuit over a long-delayed environmental
impact statement on hydraulic fracturing, plaintiffs in the case
said in a memorandum filed March...


Drinking Water
Fresno's MTBE Claims at Remaining Sites
Dismissed with Prejudice, Federal Court Rules
After dismissing common law claims in 2013 by Fresno, Calif.,
that various petroleum companies had contaminated certain sites
with the gasoline additive methyl tertiary butyl ether, a federal
court recently dismissed claims at the remaining...


Drinking Water
New Jersey Cannot Maintain Trespass Claim,
Seek Nuisance Damages in MTBE Lawsuit
New Jersey cannot maintain a trespass claim against various
petroleum companies it alleges contaminated or threatened to
contaminate groundwater with a fuel additive at service stations,
refineries and terminals throughout the state,...


Emissions Trading
RGGI Allowances Sell for Record Price
Of $4 in First Auction After Cap Lowered
The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative announced March 7 that
carbon dioxide allowances sold for a record high price of $4 in its



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7M4P0E0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:114

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7M4W2P3&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:115

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7M4W2P3&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:115

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7M3D5C7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:116

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7M3Q7K3&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:117

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7M3Q7K3&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:117

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7M3Z5A2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:118

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7M3Z5A2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:118

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7M3V5D6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:119

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7M3V5D6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:119

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7M5U1M5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:120

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7M5U1M5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:120

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7M3Q7F0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:121

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7M3Q7F0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:121





recent auction, the first since the nine RGGI states lowered their
regional cap on carbon dioxide emissions....


Energy
FERC Seeks Larger Hydroelectric Budget,
Cites Environmental Work, Project Licensing
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission has proposed a fiscal
year 2015 budget of $76.6 million for hydroelectric power
regulation, a 9.3 percent increase from the estimated fiscal 2014
amount....


Energy
Japan's Ruling Party Unveils Ambitious Plan
To Raise Share of Renewable Energy
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's pro-nuclear power ruling
party announced plans to raise the renewable share of energy to
35 percent of total national electricity generation in 2030, from
10 percent in 2012. The Liberal Democratic...


Energy
Keystone Pipeline Supporters, Opponents Make Final
Appeals to U.S.
Proponents and critics of Keystone XL pipeline unleashed a final
flurry of pleas to persuade the government on the proposed
pipeline, which has become a flash point in a debate over energy
development versus climate protection....


Energy
Markey Bill Would Add Considerations
For DOE Approval of Natural Gas Exports
Legislation introduced by Sen. Ed Markey (D-Mass.) would require
the Energy Department to consider additional factors before
approving the export of liquefied natural gas to overseas
markets. ...


Energy
Nova Scotia Panel Recommends Approval
Of Proposed Goldboro LNG Terminal
An environmental assessment panel appointed by the Nova Scotia
government recommended the approval, with conditions, of the
proposed C$5-$10 billion ($4.5-$9 billion) Goldboro liquefied
natural gas terminal and LNG plant....


Energy
Wyoming Refinery Files Second Lawsuit
After EPA Denial of Exemption on Blending
A Wyoming petroleum refinery filed a second lawsuit against the
Environmental Protection Agency after the agency denied the
company a small refinery exemption from the renewable fuel
standard's blending requirements (Hermes Consol....


Federal Facilities
Obama Nominates DOE Official to Manage Cleanups
President Barack Obama announced his intent March 6 to
nominate Monica C. Regalbuto as assistant energy secretary for
environmental management. Since 2011, Regalbuto has served
as deputy assistant secretary for fuel cycle technologies...
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Hazmat Transport
U.S. Oil Rail Shipments Up 6.5 Percent in 2014
The U.S. rail industry transported 127,534 carloads of crude oil
between Jan. 1 and the week ending March 1, representing a 6.5
percent increase compared with the first two months of 2013,
according to the Association of American Railroads....


Mining
Company Agrees to Clean Up Mine Waste,
Restore Contaminated Land at Utah Site
A mining company has agreed to clean up and restore more than
2,700 acres of land contaminated by historic mining waste near
Park City, Utah. ...


Mining
Supreme Court Extends Federal Deadline in Coal Case
The U.S. Supreme Court granted March 6 an extension for the
federal government to respond to a petition by 105 coal
companies that argued a federal reclamation fee is an
unconstitutional tax on coal export sales (Aracoma Coal Co. v.
United States,...


Oil Spills
Florida Environmental Agencies Sue BP
For Resource Damage Caused by Gulf Spill
State environmental agencies in Florida joined the multi-state
federal litigation against BP Exploration and Production Inc. and
other defendants related to the 2010 Deepwater Horizon
explosion and oil spill, the Florida governor's...


Ozone Depletion
EPA Proposes Critical Uses for Methyl Bromide
California strawberry growers and dry cured pork producers
would be allowed to use the ozone-depleting pesticide methyl
bromide in 2014 and 2015 under an Environmental Protection
Agency proposed rule published March 7 in the Federal Register...


Regulatory Policy
New OMB Director Says Business
Given ‘Clear Signal' on Regulatory Intentions
White House Office of Management and Budget Director Sylvia
Burwell said the administration is providing certainty to the
business community by clearly signaling its intentions when it
comes to regulations....


Solid Waste
Environmental, Public Interest Groups
Urge EPA to Issue Tough Coal Ash Rule
More than 100 public interest groups have written Environmental
Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy, urging the
agency to finalize tough standards for the management of coal
ash in light of the Feb. 2 spill of at least 140,000 tons...


Sustainability
Investors Pay More Attention to Climate
Change In 2014 Proxy Season, Ceres Says
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Investors are paying more attention than ever to risks and
opportunities that climate change and other environmental issues
can pose to companies in their portfolios, the sustainability
advocacy group Ceres said March 7....


Toxic Substances
Chemical Manufacturers Urge Congress
To Pass Robust Regulatory Framework
Chemical manufacturers are urging Congress to build on the
economic opportunities U.S. shale oil and gas offer and revise the
Toxic Substances Control Act so it provides a robust regulatory
framework for their products....


Water Pollution
EPA Issues Guidance for Cities on Managing
Sewer Overflows With Green Infrastructure
Environmental Protection Agency guidance released March 7
describes how communities can incorporate green infrastructure—
such as porous pavement, green roofs and strategically placed
grassy swales—to manage sewer overflows...


Water Resources
State Official Nominated to Lead Reclamation Bureau
President Barack Obama announced his intent March 6 to
nominate Estevan López to serve as the next commissioner of the
Bureau of Reclamation. The nomination is subject to Senate
approval. According to information on the bureau's...


BNA INSIGHTS


Environmental Protection Agency Recognizes ASTM E1527-
13
As Satisfying Its All Appropriate Inquiries Rule
On Dec. 30, 2013, the Environmental Protection Agency
issued a final rule (78 Fed. Reg. 79,319) amending its All
Appropriate Inquiries Rule (40 C.F.R. 312) to include
recognition of ASTM International's E1527-13 "Standard
Practice...
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 Latest News   BNA Insights    PDF LINK Search Full Publication     


Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


States Say They Lack Time to Pass Clean Power Plan Legislation


Posted March 11, 2015, 12:33 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency's proposed Clean Power Plan may not give states sufficient time
to pass legislation necessary to implement the proposed carbon dioxide emissions reductions, states told a
Senate committee today.


State regulators told the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee that they lack the authority
necessary to implement many of the emissions control strategies the EPA has proposed. The agency's
proposed deadlines for implementing the first emissions reductions beginning in 2020 may not give state
legislatures and regulators the time necessary to approve that authority, states said.


“We have at least a three-year rulemaking process for a controversial rule making process, which I
submit this would be,” said Ellen Nowak, a Wisconsin Public Service commissioner.


The Clean Power Plan (RIN 2060-AR33) would set unique carbon dioxide emissions rates for the utility
sectors in each state. States would then develop their own plans to achieve that emissions rate.


State environmental and utility regulators said they lack the authority to pursue all those options,
particularly for renewable energy and energy efficiency investments.


Court Upholds Jurisdiction for Wetlands Adjacent to Tributary of Navigable Water


Posted March 11, 2015, 3:54 P.M. ET


By Amena Saiyid


The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit affirmed a lower court ruling that wetlands located
adjacent to a tributary of a traditional navigable water are jurisdictional under the Clean Water Act, and
thereby subject to permitting for any dredge-and-fill activity.


In an unpublished decision filed yesterday, a three-judge panel of the Fourth Circuit agreed with the
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia to uphold the 2009 Clean Water Act jurisdictional
determination by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The corps determined that jurisdiction exists by
showing a significant nexus between 4.8 acres of wetlands owned by Precon Development Corp. and a
tributary of the Northwest River, a traditional navigable water.


A Clean Water Act jurisdictional determination by the corps over a water or wetland makes it subject
to dredge-and-fill permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.
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The appellate court said the corps showed evidence of a significant nexus that was necessary to
establish Clean Water Act jurisdiction, as articulated by U.S. Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy in
his concurring opinion in Rapanos v. United States.


Kennedy in 2006 called upon the agencies to establish jurisdiction over wetlands that are located
adjacent to tributaries of navigable waters by applying the significant nexus test on a case-by-case
basis.


Precon, which wants to fill these wetlands to build 10 homes, challenged this determination
administratively, and then unsuccessfully through the district court. The district court in November 2013
rejected Precon's challenge, granting the corps summary judgment and approving its jurisdictional
determination.


OMB Reviewing EPA Rule on State Treatment of Startup Emissions


Posted March 11, 2015, 1:21 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


The White House Office of Management and Budget is reviewing a final rule from the Environmental
Protection Agency that would require states to alter their plans to control excess pollution emissions during
times of startup, shutdown and equipment malfunction.


The final rule, which is the result of a 2011 petition filed by the Sierra Club, was submitted for review
today, according to OMB's website. The EPA, under a settlement agreement with the Sierra Club and
WildEarth Guardians, must sign the final rule by May 22.


The proposed version of the rule, issued in February 2013, would require 36 states to revise their
implementation plans to address flaws in the treatment of emissions from sources during times of startup,
shutdown and equipment malfunction, when emissions are typically higher than during normal operation.
The EPA in September 2014 issued a supplemental proposal that state implementation plans can no longer
include affirmative defense provisions, which limit the authority of federal district courts to assess civil
penalties for regulatory violations that occur due to equipment malfunctions.


The proposals include a “SIP call,” a process where the EPA directs affected states to correct
deficiencies in their state implementation plans within 18 months. If the EPA finalizes the rule in May, the
submission deadline for revised plans would be in November 2016.


EPA Head Steadfast on Summer Target for Power Plant Carbon Rule


Posted March 11, 2015, 12:50 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


The head of the Environmental Protection Agency today said she remains unbowed in the face of
attacks on the agency's power plant carbon pollution limits—including Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell's (R-Ky.) recent call for states to ignore them.


“EPA is going to regulate,” EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy said at the Council on Foreign Relations,
and is on track to finalize the rule this summer. She downplayed complaints from states as well as some in
Congress, including the Kentucky Republican, who wrote a March 3 op-ed urging states to “think twice”
before sending the EPA their plans for complying with the carbon limits.


“I am happy to leave it to the states, including the state of Kentucky, to speak to the folks on the Hill
who think that the best thing is for states to put their heads in the sand—and pretend like EPA isn't going
to regulate,” she said.


McCarthy said most states are working closely with EPA to iron out concerns with the proposal, which
calls for cutting carbon dioxide emissions 30 percent by 2030 from 2005 levels.


“EPA has every ability, and we'll use it, to implement a federal plan for states that don't choose” to
submit their own, she said.


Rail Tank Car Industry, Others Seek to Influence Crude-by-Rail Rule


Posted March 11, 2015, 3:07 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


Several tank car manufacturers and members of the ethanol and petroleum industries have been
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meeting with the White House to influence a final rule under Office of Management and Budget review that
would govern certain aspects of crude oil shipment by rail.


The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration rule would implement more stringent tank
car and operational control requirements for rail transport of certain flammable liquids.


During a March 4 meeting, tank car manufacturers submitted a transportation consulting group's
summary that touts the benefits of keeping a strict timeline for phasing out older DOT-111 rail tank cars
from this type of transport.


Other industry members have said the proposed timeline is unrealistic; however, the Cambridge
Systematics Inc. summary said the proposed timeline would prompt shippers to contract shop owners “to
improve car scheduling, movement, storage and maintenance practices.”


The White House received the final version of the PHMSA rule for review Feb. 5 and the meetings'
documents were posted this week. The PHMSA rulemaking is expected to be finalized in May.


Water Infrastructure Groups Seek Federal Spending Increases


Posted March 11, 2015, 4:03 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


Water transportation companies, port authorities and allies are lobbying Congress to boost spending
on inland waterways and ports in fiscal year 2016, their hopes buoyed by recent legislative successes.


Congress should appropriate the full amount available in the Inland Waterways Trust Fund, matched
dollar-for-dollar by federal funds, to expand U.S. Army Corps of Engineers work on modernizing and
maintaining inland locks, dams and navigation channels, Waterways Council President Michael Toomey
said today.


Toomey's trade association is hopeful that the combination of a mandated increased fee to support the
trust fund plus federal interest in infrastructure improvement will allow for at least some spending in fiscal
2016 beyond the level of 2015.


At the same time, the American Association of Port Authorities and a long list of allies, including
organized labor, will send a letter to Senate appropriations leaders this week to request a spending level of
$2.755 billion for the corps' navigation program, including dredging, maintenance, construction and
studies for U.S. ports as well as inland waterways.


That would be more than $400 million above the 2015 enacted level.


Tax on Crude Oil Exports Considered to Pay for Highway Trust Fund


Posted March 11, 2015, 3:33 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Senate Republicans are considering ideas from taxing crude oil exports to increasing energy production
on federal lands to raise funding for surface transportation programs.


Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas), the Senate's No. 2 Republican, said the idea of allowing crude oil exports,
which are currently prohibited by law, and taxing them to raise money for the Highway Trust Fund “has
some potential.”


“We need to get everybody at the table and develop that,” Cornyn told Bloomberg BNA today. “It’s not
something that’s going to happen overnight.”


Other ideas being considered to pay for the fund, which expires at the end of May, include expanding
domestic energy production on federal land and using the increased revenue, Sens. John Hoeven (R-N.D.)
and John Thune (R-S.D.) told Bloomberg BNA separately.


“It's got some support out there,” Thune said. “Nothing has been flushed out very much.”


Eligibility Extended for Renewable Tax Credits


Posted March 11, 2015, 1:46 P.M. ET


By Laura Davison


Taxpayers who built qualified facilities in 2014 are eligible for renewable electricity production tax
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credits or energy investment credits as extended by the Tax Increase Prevention Act of 2014, the Internal
Revenue Service said in updated guidance on the credits March 11.


The energy credits, under tax code Sections 45 and 48, were extended for one year for facilities that
began construction before Jan. 1, 2015, Notice 2015-25 said. The credits previously covered facilities
under construction before the beginning of 2014.


Facility owners must have started “physical work of a significant nature” or incurred more than 5
percent of the total cost, the IRS said.


Park Service Official to Become White House Environmental Adviser


Posted March 11, 2015, 2:32 P.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


National Park Service official Christy Goldfuss will take over as head of the White House Council on
Environmental Quality starting Monday, CEQ confirmed to Bloomberg BNA today.


She is replacing Mike Boots, who announced in January he would step down from his role as the
council's acting chair.


Goldfuss, who has been the Park Service's deputy director for congressional and external relations
since 2013, will become managing director of the council, which helps to implement the Obama
administration's agenda on climate change and other environmental issues.


A CEQ spokeswoman did not have any information on whom the president would formally nominate to
lead the CEQ.


Koch Industries Won't Comply With Senate Climate Probe


Posted March 11, 2015, 11:23 A.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Koch Industries Inc. has invoked the First Amendment in declining to provide information sought by
three Senate Democrats on the company's funding of climate change scientific research.


Democratic Sens. Edward Markey (Mass.), Barbara Boxer (Calif.) and Sheldon Whitehouse (R.I.)
originally sent letters Feb. 25 to Koch, as well as 100 other organizations, seeking information on whether
the groups funded research into climate change and other issues. The letters also sought information on
which researchers received funding and what conditions were placed on receiving financial research
support.


But Mark Holden, senior vice president and general counsel with Koch Industries, refused to comply
and said the senators offered no explanation or justification for an official Senate inquiry.


“The activity and efforts about which you inquire, and Koch's involvement, if any, in them, are the core
of the fundamental liberties protected by the First Amendment to the United States Constitution,” Holden
wrote in the letter obtained late yesterday by Bloomberg BNA. “We decline to participate in this endeavor
and object to your apparent efforts to infringe upon and potentially stifle fundamental First Amendment
activities.”


The Democrats began their inquiry following revelations that Willie Soon, a well-known climate change
skeptic, accepted more than $1.25 million from Exxon Mobil, Southern Co., the American Petroleum
Institute and a foundation funded by conservative groups for his research. Soon, in a statement issued
through the Heartland Institute, condemned what he described as “shameless attempt to silence my
scientific research and writings” and said the groups funding his research never influenced his conclusions.


Biofuels Group Calls for Reform of Renewable Fuel Standard


Posted March 11, 2015, 12:45 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The head of a trade group representing Kior Inc. and other makers of biofuels called for reforming the
renewable fuel standard, a change in position that could benefit congressional efforts to amend the law
mandating that billions of gallons of ethanol and other renewable fuel be blended into the nation's motor
fuel supply.
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“Unfortunately, the Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS)—the very tool that was created to foster our
industry—has become one of the greatest obstacles to continued development of the advanced and
cellulosic biofuel industry due to inconsistent and poor implementation,” Mike McAdams, the president of
the Advanced Biofuels Association, said during a conference today.


The Washington-based group represents makers of cellulosic ethanol and biofuel made from garbage,
algae and other non-corn items.


Fracking's Water Impact ‘Needs to Be Considered': Former DOJ Official


Posted March 11, 2015, 3:03 P.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


Former U.S. Assistant Attorney General Ignacia Moreno said the impact of hydraulic fracturing, or
fracking, on water is something that “needs to be considered.”


Moreno, who led the Justice Department's environmental division from 2009 to 2013, said she and a
number of other U.S. attorneys, state and local officials, and their counterparts at the Environmental
Protection Agency got together to “try to figure out what is this, where is it happening and what are the
legal authorities.


“Some say you need a new statute for fracking regulations,” she told an audience of law school
students at Stetson University today in response to a question about fracking's water impacts. “Our
position was that there are existing laws,” including the Clean Water Act and the Clean Air Act, “that you
can look to.


“No one is looking at it from the perspective of shutting anybody down or shutting down the activity,”
she added. But, “If you need to frack because you need the source of energy, then how do you do it while
protecting the environment?”
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NEWS


Agriculture
Farm Lobby Scores Again on Farm Bill
As Rural-Urban Allies Overcome Opponents
A coalition spanning from grocer Kroger Co. to Iowa soybean
growers is on the verge of victory with a deal on a five-year
agriculture bill in a Congress that can't seem to agree on much of
anything....


Air Pollution
Murray Energy Plans to Sue EPA
Over Job Losses From Air Regulations
The Environmental Protection Agency did not adequately consider
job losses when it issued various air pollution regulations
impacting coal consumption, Murray Energy Corp. said in a notice
of intent to sue the agency....


Air Pollution
U.S. Among Governments Urging IMO
To Reconsider Delay of Nitrogen Limits
The U.S. and other countries are urging the International
Maritime Organization to reconsider a 2013 decision to delay for
five years a requirement for new large ships to limit nitrogen
oxides emissions....


Climate Change
EU Fuel Intensity Ratings Questioned
After Omission From 2030 Climate Plan
Questions have arisen about the implementation of a 2009
European Union law that requires greenhouse gas emissions from
the production and use of transportation fuel to be reduced 6
percent by 2020, after a continuation of the law was left out...
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Climate Change
EU Funds Research to Help Protect
Coastal Communities From Extreme Events
The European Union has begun two research projects to help
coastal communities reduce risks and increase resilience during
weather-related extreme events....


Climate Change
Obama Urged to Act Alone on Climate
If Congress Unwilling to Pass Legislation
As President Barack Obama prepared to deliver his State of the
Union address, advocates of greenhouse gas reductions urged the
president to turn up the pressure on Congress to pass climate
change legislation while demonstrating his willingness...


Drinking Water
States Identify $230 Million Annual Shortfall
To Meet Minimum Requirements of Programs
A gap of at least $230 million exists between all resources
available to states on an annual basis and those needed by them
to meet minimum requirements of drinking water programs,
according to a report released Jan. 27 by the Association for...


Endangered Species
Lawsuit Filed to Protect Marine Mammals
From Navy Exercises With Sonar, Explosives
Environmental advocacy groups filed a lawsuit Jan. 27 to
challenge the federal approval given to the U.S. Navy's five-year
plan for training and testing off the coasts of Hawaii and Southern
California (Natural Resources Defense Council...


Energy
Food Groups Ask Energy and Commerce
To Pursue Renewable Fuels Legislation
The renewable fuel standard is "ultimately unworkable" and needs
to be reformed, food industry groups said in a Jan. 27 letter to
the House Energy and Commerce Committee....


Energy
LaFleur Would Like to be FERC Chairman;
Active Market Enforcement Will Continue
Cheryl LaFleur, acting chairman of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, said Jan. 27 that she would like to be promoted to
commission chairman and plans to seek another term in June
when her current term expires....


Energy
Republicans Seek Keystone Leverage
As Vote on Debt Ceiling Approaches
House Republicans, set on extracting concessions from Democrats
as the need to raise the U.S. debt limit approaches, are planning
to develop a strategy at their annual legislative conference Jan.
29-31 in Cambridge, Md....


Mining
Russian Government Approves Subsidies
For Rare Earth Mineral Development Projects
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The Russian government has approved subsidies aimed at
stimulating investment to improve the competitiveness of a new
rare earth minerals industry to meet domestic demand and create
a new export market....


Mining
U.S. Supreme Court Declines to Review
Florida Phosphate Mine Hearing Case
The U.S. Supreme Court declined to review whether a Florida
medical center's due process rights under the U.S. Constitution
were violated when it was barred from presenting evidence of
impacts to its property rights during a hearing on...


Pipeline Safety
PHMSA to Post Facility Response Plans on Website
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration will
make oil pipeline facility response plans available to the public on
its website, according to an advisory bulletin scheduled for
publication Jan. 28. The regulations found...


Risk Assessment
EPA Board Seeks Benzene Peer Reviewers
The Environmental Protection Agency is seeking the nominations
of toxicologists, epidemiologists, risk assessors and other
scientists for a Science Advisory Board (SAB) peer-review
committee. Nominations are due Feb. 18, according...


Risk Assessment
Problem Formulation, Dose-Response Spur Workshop
The Alliance for Risk Assessment expects to hold another
workshop on two aspects of risk assessments: problem
formulation and dose-response in May, the alliance said in a
workshop report released online. The alliance is a collaboration
of...


Security
EPA Issues Interim Safety Advisory
For Natural Gas Processing Facilities
Some natural gas processing plants that handle and store
liquefied petroleum gas may not be designed in accordance with
applicable industry standards and codes, the Environmental
Protection Agency said in an interim safety advisory....


Security
Industry Urges Working Group to Reject
Mandate for Inherently Safer Technologies
Thirteen industry groups have asked the federal interagency
group tasked with improving chemical safety and security in light
of the West, Texas, fertilizer distributor explosion not to include
any requirements for inherently safer technologies...


Storage Tanks
Freedom Industries Inc. Ordered to Begin
Removing Storage Tanks, Pipes by March 15
West Virginia Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin (D) ordered Freedom
Industries Inc., the company responsible for a chemical spill that
contaminated drinking water for more than 300,000 people, to



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5R9H0Z3&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:122

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5R9H0Z3&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:122

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5R9N2K0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:123

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5T0V2M0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:124

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5T4G2Z9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:125

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5R9Q0R8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:126

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5R9Q0R8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:126

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5R9H1D5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:127

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5R9H1D5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:127

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5T0V3C5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:128

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E5T0V3C5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:128





break down and remove all above-ground storage tanks,...


Superfund
EPA Says $50 Million of Work Left at El Toro
Site After Deleting 1,900 Acres From NPL
There is at least $50 million of remaining work left at the El Toro
Marine Corps Air Station in Irvine, Calif., but the Environmental
Protection Agency has cleaned up 1,900 acres and has removed
that portion of the site from the Superfund National...


Technology
Chinese Catalog Lists Products, Techniques
Considered Environmentally Friendly, Harmful
China's Ministry of Environmental Protection has issued a
directory listing both highly polluting and environmentally friendly
products and production techniques. ...


Toxic Substances
Canada Proposes Toxic Designation
For BDTP, No Regulatory Action on Ethylene
The Canadian government has proposed a toxic designation for
BDTP, a phenol used in paints and coatings, and the development
of regulations to ensure its virtual elimination from the country's
environment....


Toxic Substances
EU Commissioner Urges Transatlantic Work
On Chemicals; Investor Consultation in March
The European Union and the U.S. can more effectively evaluate
the safety of chemicals by sharing expertise, EU Trade
Commissioner Karel De Gucht said in a speech in Dusseldorf,
Germany, on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership...


Trade
Chinese Ministry Expresses ‘Serious Concern'
About U.S. Investigation Into Solar Trade
China's Ministry of Commerce has "serious concern" about a Jan.
23 decision by the U.S. Commerce Department to open active
investigations into alleged subsidies and dumping of certain
crystalline silicon photovoltaic solar...


CALENDAR


LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR


PRESIDENT'S CALENDAR


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines
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National Tank Conference, A Very Special Tank Savvy Minute, More
Free Webinars, More Publications


View this email in your browser


What’s Wrong with
This Picture? Classes &


Events
View all >


September 2015
Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
George Fox University,
12753 SW 68th Avenue
Portland OR 97223-8305
September 23, 2015
Register now


FREE Webinar:
Navigating the new
EPA UST rules: What
the changes mean for
you
September 29, 2015, 11
AM Pacific Time
Register now


October 2015
Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training (with
NCDENR)


From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Deitz, Randy; Worley, Ray; Barolo, Mark
Subject: FW: UST Training News - October 2015
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 2:25:47 PM


I don’t know if Ben would mind us using any of his pictures (below - click on the article from
Highlights from the National Tanks Conference).  I’d be happy to ask him.  Or we could take a photo
of the cover of the portfolio we each got (like Ben did but without his name tag.)
 
 
From: UST Training [mailto:Ben.Thomas=USTtraining.com@mail20.atl111.rsgsv.net] On Behalf Of UST
Training
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 10:03 AM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Subject: UST Training News - October 2015
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Highlights from the National
Tanks Conference
Ben Thomas of UST Training recently attended
the 25th Annual National Tanks Conference in
Phoenix, AZ, an event he’s proudly attended, help
organize or presented at since 1996. Here are
some of the highlights:
Largest Attendance to Date: We tipped the
scales at over 800 attendees this year, the highest
attended UST conference ever. Attendees
included nearly every state UST program, many
Indian tribes, many EPA officials, major UST
owners, testers, contractors and more.


JB Bragg-Pope, NC
October 5-6, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


PEI at the NACS Show
Las Vegas, NV
October 12-14, 2015
Stop by and visit Ben at
the Ready Training
Booth # 4628
More info


Advanced UST
Operator Training on
Automatic Tank
Gauges
Bremerton, WA
October 20, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


FREE Webinar:
Navigating the new
EPA UST rules: What
the changes mean for
you
October 21, 2015, 11
AM Pacific Time
Register now


November 2015
Advanced UST Leak
Detection Inspector
Training
EPA Region 3 States
Rehoboth Beach, DE
November 3-5, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training (with
GTECA)
Hunter AAF, GA
Tentative date
November 4-5, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
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Tank Savvy Minute from the
head of the nation’s UST
program
At the recent National Tanks Conference in
Phoenix, AZ, Ben Thomas had the good fortune of
interviewing the nation’s top UST regulator
Carolyn Hoskinson, Director of EPA’s Office of
Underground Storage Tanks for this special Tank
Savvy Minute about the new EPA UST rules.
Thanks Carolyn!


more information.


UST Inspector Boot
Camp
Great hand’s on class for
any UST operator or
inspector
Near Milwaukee, WI
November 17-19, 2015
Register now, seating is
limited.


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
FISC Puget Sound, WA
Tentative date
November 18-19, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


December 2015
Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Fairchild AFB, WA
Tentative date
December 2-3, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


Oregon Class A/B UST
Operator Training
George Fox University,
12753 SW 68th Avenue
Portland OR 97223-8305
December 8, 2015
Register now


Live Class A/B UST
Operator Training
Joint Base Lewis
McChord, WA
Tentative date
December 9-10, 2015
Private Class. Want your
own? Contact us for
more information.


2015 Training by the
Steel Tank Institute
Follow links for dates,
locations and pricing
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More Free New UST Rules
Webinars September 29 and
October 21
We're continuing to offer this webinar at least
monthly for the time being in case you missed the
first one. Register for the next one now if you
missed out. Or tell your friends if you liked the
class.
FREE Webinar: Navigating the new EPA UST
rules: What the changes mean for you
September 29, 2015, 11 AM Pacific Time
Register now


FREE Webinar: Navigating the new EPA UST
rules: What the changes mean for you
October 21, 2015, 11 AM Pacific Time
Register now


STI Cathodic Protection
Testing Classes


 


 


Register Now
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Ever wonder what a 3-
gallon per hour leak looks
like?
When doing an inspector training class last week,
we had a petroleum contractor test a mechanical
line leak detector in the field to see if the device
could find a 3 gallon per hour leak. Unfortunately it
didn’t pass, meaning not that the single-wall line
was leaking, but a leak of 3+ gallons per hour
could not be found.


The good news was that the UST owner didn’t
need to wait another 6 months to know he couldn’t
find a catastrophic leak.  This video demonstrates
how big a leak could go undetected if the line leak
detector was not working properly. This visual is
important because we don’t often see actual leaks
because they’re usually buried so the mind has a
hard time registering how bad things might be
below grade.


We try hard at UST Training to make
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demonstrations like this leak so UST operators get
a sense about the importance of equipment
operations, testing and response.


Got a great visual to show how bad a leak can be?
Send it to info@USTtraining.com.


 


More EPA Publications
about the new UST rules
EPA continued to publish technical assistance
documents about the new rules for topics like
interstitial monitoring, UST operator training,
walkthrough inspection, equipment testing and
more.
Here’s the latest document:


EPA’s Questions and Answers about the
2015 UST Regulation
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Nebraska UST Operators
like online training
UST Training was the first to offer online training in
Nebraska and, like we do in all states, we ask
Class A/B UST operators to fill out a brief survey
after class.  Here’s what 23 operators had to say
about the training so far. Overall, folks seemed to
find the course useful, the handouts helpful and
the venue (online versus traditional classroom)
favorable.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Court Upholds EPA Performance Standards
For Power Plants, Says Challenges Too Early
A federal appeals court March 11 upheld the Environmental
Protection Agency's performance standards limiting particulate
emissions from new power plants, saying many of the petitioners'
challenges were not ready to be litigated...


Air Pollution
EPA Extends Comment Period on Texas Air Permits
The Environmental Protection Agency is extending the public
comment period on its proposal to conditionally approve Texas's
flexible permitting program for refineries, chemical plants and
other large facilities that emit air pollutants....


Biodiversity
European Parliament Gives Final Approval
On Due Diligence for ‘Genetic Resources'
The European Parliament March 11 gave its final approval to a
draft European Union regulation that will oblige companies and
researchers importing "genetic resources" into the bloc to carry
out due diligence and hold certification...


Climate Change
2015 Climate Agreement Could Come
In Rulebook Form, Delegates at Talks Say
The planned 2015 international agreement on climate could result
in a rulebook for accounting and monitoring, with some of the
most difficult topics—including emissions reductions targets—left
for a later day, delegates...


Climate Change
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31 Senators in All-Night Session Urge
Renewed Push for Climate Legislation
Acknowledging the prospects for legislation were grim this year,
nearly one-third of the Senate urged action to combat climate
change in a 15-hour overnight session given what they called
overwhelming evidence of the need to act....


Climate Change
NASA Study Projects Higher Temperatures
Despite Recent Slowdown in Global Warming
Global temperatures will likely continue to rise in coming decades
on track with higher estimates, despite a recent slowdown in the
rate of global warming, according to a new study from a National
Aeronautics and Space Administration scientist....


Climate Change
Sen. Nelson Will Hold Field Hearing 
April 22 on Climate Change, Sea Level Rise
Sen. Bill Nelson (D-Fla.) told Bloomberg BNA he plans to hold a
field hearing April 22 in Miami Beach with members of the Senate
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation on the
effects of climate change and sea level rise. ...


Climate Change
UN Influence on Carbon Emissions Market
Wanes as Local, Regional Plans Developed
Thirteen years after the United Nations set up the first carbon
emissions market, the global trading system's influence is waning
as it gives way to local and regional plans to combat climate
change....


Drilling
USGS Study Suggests Wastewater Injection
Caused Series of Earthquakes in Oklahoma
The injection of wastewater into deep disposal wells near Prague,
Okla., caused an earthquake that may have then triggered a
cascading series of quakes, including a 5.7 magnitude quake,
according to a study by U.S. Geological Survey scientists....


Energy
Cellulosic Issues Severed From Renewable Fuel Cases
A federal appellate court agreed March 11 to separate challenges
to the Environmental Protection Agency's cellulosic ethanol
blending requirement for 2013 from ongoing litigation over the
annual renewable fuel standard (Monroe Energy...


Energy
Clinton Noncommittal on Keystone Pipeline,
Leading Some Donors to Rethink Support
Wealthy Democratic environmentalists are considering
withholding support for a 2016 Hillary Clinton presidential bid
unless she reassures them about their top priority—killing the
Keystone XL pipeline....


Energy
Commerce Delays Solar Subsidy Ruling,
Calls Case ‘Extraordinarily Complicated'
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The Commerce Department has delayed a preliminary subsidy
determination until June 2 in a case involving solar products from
China because the case is "extraordinarily complicated,"
Commerce said in a Federal Register notice (79...


Energy
First of Shut-Down Nuclear Plants in Japan
Expected to Be Back on Line This Summer
A veteran Japanese climate negotiator said several of his
country’s shut-down nuclear reactors would be operating by the
end of the summer, and he predicted the country’s post-2020
greenhouse gas reduction target would rise...


Energy
Wind Power Tax Break Declared Dead
In Congress; Broader Overhaul Sought
A federal tax credit that benefits wind power projects is dead in
Congress this year as Republicans seek a broader tax overhaul,
Rep. Charles Boustany (R-La.) has said....


Impact Statements
Maryland Senators Want FERC to Hold
More Hearings on Chesapeake LNG Proposal
Maryland's senators in a letter to the acting Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission chairwoman requested the agency hold
additional public hearings in their state regarding a proposed gas
liquefaction project....


Oil Spills
BP Bid to Shut Down Gulf Spill Payments
To Upgrade Safeguards Rejected by Judge
BP Plc's bid to temporarily halt payments under its $9.2 billion oil
spill settlement so that heightened accounting and fraud
safeguards can be established was rejected March 11 by a federal
judge in New Orleans (In Re: Oil Spill by the Oil...


Pesticides
California Appeals Court Upholds Dismissal
Of Dole Exposure Case, $3.3 Million Award
A $3.3 million jury award to a group of plaintiffs allegedly injured
by a pesticide while working on a Dole Food Co. banana farm in
Nicaragua was properly rejected by the California trial court in
light of "substantial evidence" that...


Radioactive Waste
Funding Remains Insufficient to Complete
Yucca Mountain Licensing, Macfarlane Says
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has enough funds to
complete a safety evaluation report for the Yucca Mountain
nuclear waste site this fall but not enough to complete the entire
license review process, NRC Chairman Allison Macfarlane said...


Radioactive Waste
Governor Directs North Dakota to Draft
Rules for Tracking Radioactive Waste
North Dakota Gov. Jack Dalrymple (R) has called on the state's
health department to quickly draft rules to track radioactive
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waste created by oil drilling in the state....


Regulatory Policy
Sen. King Will Co-Sponsor Measure
To Streamline Environmental Reviews
Sen. Angus King (I-Maine) said he would co-sponsor and try to
push a bill (S. 1397) by Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) that would
streamline environmental reviews and speed the federal
permitting process for infrastructure projects....


Regulatory Policy
Shelanski Sees Retrospective Review
As Insurance Against High Costs of Rules
Howard Shelanski, administrator of the Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs, faced charges March 11 that the Obama
administration has produced more costly regulations than the
previous two administrations combined, but said all...


Right to Know
EPA Announces Registration for TRI Training Meeting
The Environmental Protection Agency March 11 announced
registration availability for the National Training Conference on
the Toxics Release Inventory and Environmental Conditions in
Communities that will take place May 7 to May 9. The...


Superfund
CERCLA Preemption of Statutes of Repose
Will Harm Economy, Trade Group Brief Says
Expanding the meaning of the preemption provision of the
Superfund law to preempt state statutes of repose in toxic tort
suits would disturb "the stability and predictability necessary to
foster economic growth and opportunity,"...


Sustainability
EU Lawmakers Vote to Strengthen
Proposed Plastic Bag Reduction Measure
The European Parliament's Environment Committee voted March
10 to significantly strengthen a proposed European Union
measure to curtail the use of lightweight plastic shopping bags,
by adding an 80 percent reduction target....


Toxic Substances
Regulatory Practices, Policies Raised in TTIP
Called Frontier of Future Trade Negotiations
Regulatory practices and policies that are being discussed as part
of a trade agreement U.S. and European Union officials are
negotiating illustrate the direction of future international
agreements to promote global commerce, an American...


Toxic Substances
State Legislators' Group Urges Members
To Oppose New Chemicals in Commerce Act
The National Conference of State Legislatures is urging its
members to call their representatives in the U.S. Congress to
register their opposition to the proposed Chemicals in Commerce
Act....
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Transportation
Transportation Safety Board Chairman
Leaving Post, Will Head Safety Council
The chairman of the independent federal agency tasked with
investigating major transportation accidents will be departing
next month to lead a nonprofit safety group....


Water Pollution
EPA in Talks With Communities to Develop
Stormwater, Wastewater Management Plans
The Environmental Protection Agency is in discussions with about
23 cities and towns to write and implement integrated plans to
manage stormwater and wastewater, an agency official said
March 11 during a National League of Cities panel discussion....


Water Pollution
House Approves Legislation to Exempt Farms
With No Spill History From Oil Spill Rules
Farms that store less than 10,000 gallons of fuel and have no
history of oil spills would be exempt from complying with federal
oil spill regulations under a bill approved March 11 by the
House....


Water Pollution
Ohio River Basin Trading Project
Sells First Nutrient Credits to Utilities
Water quality trading holds the potential to reduce large-scale
water pollution problems without additional regulation, the
Environmental Protection Agency’s deputy administrator told
Bloomberg BNA March 11....


Water Pollution
Virginia Mandate on Stormwater Programs
Amended in Bill Awaiting Governor's Action
The Virginia General Assembly approved legislation that, if signed
by the governor, would make minor changes to a state
stormwater control law that requires localities to have stormwater
permit programs operating by July 1....


Wetlands
Advocates Challenge Dredge and Fill Permit
For Santa Clara River Development Project
Environmental groups filed a lawsuit against the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers and the Environmental Protection Agency
challenging a Clean Water Act Section 404 permit for the planned
development of Newhall Ranch along the Santa Clara River...


CALENDAR


LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR


PRESIDENT'S CALENDAR


REGULATORY AGENDA
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 Latest News   BNA Insights    PDF LINK Search Full Publication     


Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Fracking Rule to Require Chemical Disclosure, Environmental Safeguards


Posted March 20, 2015, 12:31 P.M. ET


By Tripp Baltz


The Obama administration today released a final rule on hydraulic fracturing designed to require the
oil and gas industry to engage in “responsible drilling” on federal and tribal lands.


The final rule, announced by Interior Secretary Sally Jewell, requires companies to publicly disclose
chemicals used in fracking to the Bureau of Land Management via FracFocus and validation of well
integrity and strong cement barriers between the wellbore and water zones through which the wellbore
passes.


In addition, the rule includes measures to lower the risk of cross-well contamination with chemicals
and fluids used in fracking. Specifically, it requires companies to submit more detailed information on the
geology, depth and location of pre-existing wells to help the BLM better evaluate and manage site
characteristics.


“It's absolutely critical the public has confidence that robust safety and environmental protections are
in place,” Jewell said. The rule “includes protections for the nation's groundwater. It requires that
operators construct sound wells, that they disclose the chemicals they use, and that they safely recover
and handle waste fluids from hydraulic fracturing.”


The rule applies to the 32 million acres of land owned by the federal government and Native American
tribes, Jewell noted. The vast majority of oil and gas drilling operations in the U.S. are found on state-
managed and private lands, where state rules will continue to govern, she said.


Fracking involves high-pressure injection of water, sand and chemicals into tight shale formations deep
underground to release natural gas and oil trapped there. Opponents of fracking say it can harm air quality
and ground water, while industry and many state and federal regulators maintain it is safe.


Industry Groups, Lawmakers Immediately Challenge New Fracking Rule


Posted March 20, 2015, 3:13 P.M. ET


By Tripp Baltz


Challenges to the final hydraulic fracturing rule released today by the Obama Administration were
launched immediately.


Two oil and gas industry associations filed a lawsuit within moments of the Interior Department's
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announcement of the rule, which would govern fracking on 32 million acres of federal and tribal lands.


The Administrative Procedure Act lawsuit, filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of Wyoming,
says the federal rule “duplicates what states are already doing,” Kathleen Sgamma, vice president of
government relations and public affairs for the Western Energy Alliance, told Bloomberg BNA today.


The rule is “a reaction to unsubstantiated concerns,” Independent Petroleum Association of America,
which joined WEA in the lawsuit, said today in a statement.


In addition, several members of Congress are calling the rule “unnecessary” and a “de facto ban” on
energy production in the U.S.


Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee,
introduced a bill the night before the Interior Department released the rule that would declare states have
sole authority over hydraulic fracturing.


Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) introduced a similar bill March 18, declaring that regulation of fracking should
remain exclusively in state hands. “States have proven they can oversee hydraulic fracturing in a
responsible, safe manner, and they should be allowed to continue,” he said.


Obama Adviser Blasts McConnell for Power Plant Rule Stance


Posted March 20, 2015, 1:04 P.M. ET


By Cheryl Bolen


President Barack Obama's top environmental adviser today chastised Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.) for an attempt to convince states not to comply with the administration's clean power
plant rule.


“So what you have is a Republican leader in Mitch McConnell who is going way outside the bounds of
the position he was elected to,” Brian Deese said at a breakfast hosted by the Christian Science Monitor. “I
think we all would be better served if he and others spent less time trying to lecture states about what
they should be doing ... and more time trying to actually get some constructive things done in
Congress.”


The structure of the law, the Clean Air Act, and the structure of the rule are about setting targets, but
then giving states broad flexibility about how they achieve those goals, he said.


“And what you have seen outside Washington is broad interest, in red states and blue states, around
how to be pragmatic about creating plans that will actually work for those states,” Deese said.


Appeals Panel Weighs Challenge to EPA Policy on Test Fuels


Posted March 20, 2015, 3:39 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


A panel of appeals court judges today questioned whether alternative fuel producers had standing to
challenge an Environmental Protection Agency policy that test fuels used to certify motor vehicles for
compliance with federal fuel efficiency and emissions standards be “readily available nationwide.”


Adam Gustafson, an attorney with Boyden Gray & Associates representing the Energy Future Coalition
and other petitioners, told the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia during oral arguments
that the policy, included in the Tier 3 motor vehicle emissions and fuel standards (RIN 2060-AQ86),
established an “impossible to fulfill” requirement that effectively blocks new fuels from approval.


Gustafson argued that the EPA rule is blocking the approval of fuels that the auto industry wants to
adopt, but cannot because of the requirement that test fuels be commercially available. However, Judge
David Tatel said that there are other problems blocking the adoption of E30 fuel, including consumer
confidence and a lack of infrastructure.


Judge Cornelia Pillard said the challenge felt “quite premature and speculative” because the EPA has
previously approved test fuels, including natural gas, after considering commercial availability. Pillard did
question Justice Department attorney Michael Augustini, who argued on behalf of the EPA, why the test
fuel policy was written so rigidly, given that the agency has described the process for approving a test fuel
as a collaborative process that does not ban any fuels from consideration.


Judge Brett Kavanaugh indicated that he agreed that the petitioners have standing, comparing the
case to a hypothetical situation where sugar companies would challenge a regulation that stopped soda
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companies from using sugar. However, Kavanaugh questioned whether it would be unreasonable to allow
for emissions testing using a different fuel than what would actually be used in real-world situations.


OMB Begins Review of Two EPA Waste Rules


Posted March 20, 2015, 2:18 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


The White Office of Management and Budget began its review March 19 of two proposed rules
concerning hazardous waste management under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.


One proposed rule (RIN 2050-AG39) would address how the small portion of pharmaceuticals
regulated as hazardous wastes would be treated under RCRA. Companies and health care facilities have
said the manufacturing-oriented standards under Subtitle C of RCRA make compliance difficult and
awkward for them.


The other proposal (RIN 2050-AG70) would make “various changes” to the hazardous waste generator
requirements to improve their clarity and effectiveness, according to OMB's annual regulatory agenda.


OMB's review process typically lasts 90 days and is the final step before regulatory actions are
released to the public.


OMB Clears Proposed Nanoscale Materials Data-Collection Rule


Posted March 20, 2015, 4:05 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


Manufacturers of engineered nanoscale chemicals probably will have to provide the Environmental
Protection Agency with chemical identity and other basic information under a proposed rule cleared by the
Office of Management and Budget after more than four years of review.


The Toxic Substances Control Act defines categories of basic information the EPA could collect through
the proposed rule (RIN 2070-AJ54) including: chemical identity, categories of use, quantity manufactured
or processed, byproduct description, health and environmental effects information, number of individuals
exposed and method or methods of disposal, according to an EPA website


The agency can tailor the data-collection rule, however, meaning chemical manufacturers and other
interested parties will not know what specific information the agency will seek until it releases the
proposed rule. The EPA did not respond to Bloomberg BNA's request for details on the timeline for the
proposed rule's release.


AZoNano.com, Evonik Degussa and Nanocyl are among the producers of nanoengineered chemicals
that could be affected by the data collection rule.


Cruz Introduces Broad Bill Encompassing Energy Wish List


Posted March 20, 2015, 2:09 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The renewable fuel standard would be phased out over five years, Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge would be opened for oil and gas exploration, and the permitting process for the export of liquefied
natural gas would be expedited under a broad energy bill introduced by Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas).


The American Energy Renaissance Act (S. 791) also would approve the Keystone pipeline, repeal the
ban on the export of most domestic crude oil, stop the federal government from regulating hydraulic
fracturing and stop the Environmental Protection Agency from regulating greenhouse gas emissions and
other EPA regulations that would adversely affect coal and electricity plants, according to a bill summary.


“This legislation is a win-win,” Cruz said in a statement. “The only thing the federal government needs
to do is get out of the way and let Americans do what they do best: dream, innovate, and prosper.”


Companion legislation (H.R. 1487) was introduced in the House by Rep. Jim Bridenstine (R-Okla.).


Judiciary Panel Moving Streamlined Permitting Bill, SCRUB Act


Posted March 20, 2015, 3:36 P.M. ET
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By Dean Scott


The House Judiciary Committee March 24 is slated to mark up a bill to streamline environmental
permitting for major energy, manufacturing and infrastructure projects along with other bills to roll back
regulatory burdens.


The expedited permitting bill, known as the RAPID Act (H.R. 348), has been approved in previous
sessions by the Republican-led House. Similar legislation (S. 280) introduced by Sens. Rob Portman (R-
Ohio) and Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.) is expected to move through the Senate Homeland Security and
Governmental Reform in April.


In addition to debating the Responsibly And Professionally Invigorating Development Act, House
Judiciary also will also take up other bills March 24 to ease regulatory burdens, including the Sunshine for
Regulatory Decrees and Settlements Act (H.R. 712). It aims to disrupt legal strategies often used by
environmental groups to force the Environmental Protection Agency to end regulatory delays, which in turn
can lead to more stringent standards.


A third bill on the agenda, known as the SCRUB Act (H.R. 1155) would direct the EPA and other
agencies to scrap one economically costly rule before proceeding with each new major regulation.


EPA Announces $8 Million in Diesel Grants


Posted March 20, 2015, 3:49 P.M. ET


Projects in 21 states and Puerto Rico received a total of $8 million in funding to reduce emissions from
diesel engines under the fiscal year 2014 allocation for the Environmental Protection Agency's Diesel
Emission Reduction Act program, the agency announced today.


The grants were awarded for a variety of projects intended to reduce emissions of nitrogen oxides and
particulate matter, including a project by the San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District to
replace older engines in 48 delivery trucks with new engines that emit less pollution.


The DERA program received a total of $20 million in fiscal 2014. The rest of that funding was allocated
for tribal programs, a contribution to a program that funds establishment of state clean diesel grant and
loan programs and a special funding opportunity for diesel emissions reduction efforts at ports.


The EPA estimates that every $1 in funding awarded through the DERA program results in up to $13 in
health care savings. A full list of projects that received funding in fiscal 2014 is available at
http://www.epa.gov/cleandiesel/projects-national.htm.


Inhofe Concerned Over Coal Ash Rule Publication Delay


Posted March 20, 2015, 1:55 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.), chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, is
calling foul over the more than three months—and counting—that it has taken for the Environmental
Protection Agency to publish its final coal ash rule, although observers told Bloomberg BNA it is unlikely
the agency is making significant changes.


In interviews the week of March 16, observers said the delay in publishing the final rule (RIN 2050-
AE81) was unusual but not unprecedented. Some said the fact that the EPA had to issue the rule under a
Dec. 19, court-ordered deadline likely forced it to rush drafting certain portions of the text that resulted in
inconsistencies and typographical errors.


The EPA told Bloomberg BNA in a statement that it was “working through some technical corrections to
the rule” but said it expects the rule to be “published in the near future.”


Inhofe, who has raised concerns about delays in formally publishing EPA rules previously, told
Bloomberg BNA that the agency has a “history of kicking the can down the road when it comes to
publication of complicated, burdensome regulations, and publication of the coal ash rule is no different.”
He questioned if there were political reasons for the delay.


“Three months have passed, and the rule still has not been published, raising questions among states,
the regulated community, and American citizens about the reason for the delay, when the rule will become
effective, and what it will ultimately require of them,” Inhofe said in a statement. “Lengthy delays in
publication often provide a signal to hardworking Americans that the practices of EPA are not dependable,
and delays unfortunately can be motivated by political means.”
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PHMSA Increases Focus of Enforcement on Pipeline Construction


Posted March 20, 2015, 3:54 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


There is an increasing enforcement focus within the nation's pipeline safety office on the safe
construction of pipelines, a senior agency official said today.


The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration's pipeline office is particularly focused on
gas pipelines, Jim Pates, the assistant chief counsel for the pipeline legal division within PHMSA's Office of
Chief Counsel, said. This bolstered focus on gas pipeline construction compliance comes during what many
are calling an energy renaissance for the country.


“A lot of companies don’t realize that PHMSA has pre-construction and construction authorities,” Sara
Peters, a senior associate for King & Spalding LLP, said. “It’s not just FERC [the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission].”


These comments were made on a King & Spalding webcast, “Energy Transportation: Anticipated
Developments in Rail and Pipeline Safety.”


Senate Ex-Im Bank Reauthorization Bill Would Keep Coal Financing Provision


Posted March 20, 2015, 1:07 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


U.S. Export-Import Bank reauthorization legislation introduced in the Senate includes new language
that would override Obama administration guidance limiting the bank from financing overseas coal-fired
power plants.


The bill (S. 819), by Sens. Mark Kirk (R-Ill.) and Heidi Heitkamp (D-N.D.), includes a provision that
bars the bank from denying an application for financing based on energy source, according to legislative
text.


The provision effectively overrides Obama administration guidance that said the bank could no longer
support new coal-fired power plants in developing nations unless there are no economically feasible
alternatives or the plants use carbon capture technologies.


A separate bill to reauthorize the Ex-Im Bank, introduced yesterday by Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.),
does not include language overriding the guidance, according to a Shaheen spokesman.


Daily Environment Report 


Manage Your Subscriptions | Contact Us | Privacy Policy 


1801 South Bell Street, Arlington, VA 22202
Copyright © 2015 The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc.



mailto:rleven@bna.com

mailto:anatter@bna.com

http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup

http://www.bna.com/contact-us-cu4758/

http://www.bna.com/internet-privacy-policy-a4717/

http://www.bna.com/bna-copyright-usage-a4447/

http://cl.s4.exct.net/?qs=f71aeed5c610f8fac1f0278aacf4c892f87fb782d09e3458de9acc023863e6c9ce0cba56b1827803






View Recent Articles By:
Agencies
States
Courts
International
   Organizations
Federal Statutes
Cases Reported


Key Features:
Special Reports
Regulatory Agenda
Congressional Calendar
Comment Deadlines
PDF Archives


From: BNA Highlights
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: Jan. 6 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report
Date: Friday, January 03, 2014 9:44:36 PM


Manage your email subscriptions
Email not displaying correctly? View publication in your browser.


     
Daily Environment Report


 Latest News   BNA Insights   PDF Issue Search Full Publication  


Monday, January 6, 2014 · Number 3 


The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you
by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted
and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have
any questions or no longer wish to receive these messages,
please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-
566-2370.


NEWS


Air Pollution
Backup Generator Rule Threatens Health,
Environment, Power Industry Brief Says
A national trade association representing the competitive power
industry said an Environmental Protection Agency rule that allows
backup stationary engines that generate electricity to run for up
to 100 hours per year for emergency demand...


Air Pollution
EPA Proposes Revised Performance
Standards for New Wood Stoves, Heaters
Proposed standards for new wood stoves and heaters would
require the next generation of appliances to be 80 percent
cleaner than those in use today and would yield billions of dollars
in annual public health and economic benefits, the
Environmental...


Biotechnology
USDA Recommends Full Deregulation
Of Dow Herbicide-Resistant Corn, Soybeans
The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service has
recommended the deregulation of new genetically modified corn
and soybean lines developed by Dow AgroSciences LLC....


Chesapeake Bay
Federal Efforts to Clean Chesapeake Bay
Fall Short in Key Areas, Foundation Says
The Chesapeake Bay Foundation said that federal efforts to
restore environmental health to the bay have fallen short in three
key areas: establishment of forest buffers, air quality and
stormwater runoff control....
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Chesapeake Bay
Intense Storms, Hotter Summers May
Require Additional Bay Protection Efforts
Unusually intense storms and hotter summers linked to climate
change, combined with a growing population, will require new
efforts to protect the Chesapeake Bay in the century ahead,
according to a University of Maryland scientist....


Chesapeake Bay
O'Malley Urges Fix for Susquehanna Dam
Holding Back Load of Nutrient-Laden Silt
Maryland Gov. Martin O'Malley (D) has called for eliminating any
possibility that a Susquehanna River dam will release massive
amounts of nutrient and sediment-laden silt lying behind it....


Climate Change
DOE Approves Plan to Provide $261M
For Louisiana Carbon Capture Project
The Energy Department has given final approval to provide
$261.4 million in cost-shared funding to Leucadia Energy LLC for
a proposed carbon capture and sequestration project in Lake
Charles, La. ...


Climate Change
Report: President's Climate Plan Essential
To Meeting ‘Ambitious' U.S. Emissions Goal
President Barack Obama's climate plan is essential for staying on
track to meet the nation's "ambitious but achievable" goal to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions 17 percent below 2005 levels
by 2020, according to a new report...


Corporate Responsibility
China to Assign Credit Ratings Based
On Companies' Environmental Efforts
China, the world’s biggest emitter of greenhouse gases, will
assign credit ratings to companies in industries with heavy
pollution or overcapacity based on their efforts to protect the
environment....


Drilling
Bakken Crude Pegged as More Dangerous
Imperils Boom in Shale Oil Development
Safety rules probably will be tightened on crude oil shipments
from North Dakota following a string of railway explosions,
threatening to dampen an energy boom that has boosted the
region’s economy....


Energy
New Year Brings Phaseout of Traditional
60-Watt, 40-Watt Incandescent Light Bulbs
Traditional incandescent 60-watt and 40-watt light bulbs are no
longer allowed to be manufactured or imported into the U.S.
under a provision of an energy law that went into effect Jan. 1. ...


Oil Spills
BP Bid to Stop Gulf Oil Spill Payments
To Get Fast Review, Appeals Court Says
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BP Plc’s bid to block economic-loss payments tied to the 2010
Gulf of Mexico oil spill unless the claims can be directly linked to
the disaster has won fast-track consideration by an appeals court
(In re Oil Spill by the Oil Rig Deepwater...


Superfund
Cost Recovery for Cleanup of Pennsylvania
Landfill Time-Barred, Third Circuit Rules
Measures taken by Pennsylvania to clean up a former landfill were
the equivalent of superfund removal actions, rendering its cost
recovery lawsuit time-barred, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Third Circuit affirmed Jan. 2 in an unpublished...


Toxic Substances
Advisers Urge EPA to Tell Pregnant Mothers
To Reduce Use of Air Fresheners, Fragrances
A panel that advises the Environmental Protection Agency has
recommended the agency work with nurses, doctors and other
health-care providers to urge pregnant mothers to reduce their
exposures to air fresheners and some other consumer products....


Toxic Substances
EU Chemical Agency Committees Advance
Application for Continued Use of DEHP
The first application for an authorization to continue to use a
chemical that otherwise would be prohibited under the European
Union's REACH regulation has moved a step closer to approval
with the finalization of two expert committee...


Toxic Substances
Puerto Rico's MTBE Claims Against Refiners,
Gasoline Suppliers Time-Barred, Court Rules
Claims by Puerto Rico alleging groundwater contamination by two
refiners and suppliers of gasoline and other products containing
methyl tertiary butyl ether or MTBE are time-barred, a federal
district court ruled (In re Methyl Tertiary...


Water Pollution
Industries Urge Support for State Role
In Setting Anti-Degradation Policies
Representatives of the mining, electric power and petroleum
industries say the states should have discretion on which
methods to use to protect water quality from being degraded by
development or other industrial activity....


Water Pollution
Judge Declines to Dismiss Lawsuit Alleging
Coal From Rail Cars Violates Water Act
A federal judge in eastern Washington Jan. 2 denied a motion to
dismiss a lawsuit against BNSF Railway Co. for contaminating
U.S. waterways with coal dust, a move that allows the lawsuit to
proceed to trial (Sierra Club v. BNSF Railway, E.D. Wash.,...


CORRECTION
A story in the Dec. 31 report about an Environmental Protection
Agency final rule adopting the use of ASTM E1527-13 incorrectly
characterized the rule. EPA's Dec. 30 action is a final rule that
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Court Asked to Vacate EPA Requirement
State Use of Auto Emissions Modeling Tool
A federal appeals court should vacate an Environmental
Protection Agency requirement that states use a revised motor
vehicle emissions modeling tool in the development of state
compliance plans for national ambient air quality standards,...


Air Pollution
Litigation on Increments Rule Dismissed;
D.C. Circuit Says Challenge Untimely
A federal appeals court dismissed North Carolina's lawsuit over
the Environmental Protection Agency's increments rule for fine
particulate matter, a rule that the state alleged was promulgated
under the wrong section of the Clean...


Air Pollution
Republican Senators Urge EPA to Reconsider
Proposed Mercury Limit for Brick Industry
The Environmental Protection Agency should reconsider its
proposal to require brick-making facilities to install equipment to
limit emissions of mercury, three Republican members of the
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Senate Environment and Public Works Committee...


Budget
House Funding Bill for Interior, EPA Has No
Chance to Become Law, White House Says
In its strongest language yet, the Obama administration has said
the president will not sign pending legislation to fund the
Department of the Interior, the Environmental Protection Agency
and other agencies for the upcoming fiscal year....


Chemicals
DuPont May Refer to Dosage Levels
In PFOA-Related Trials Later This Fall
DuPont Co. can’t force people claiming they were harmed by a
chemical once used in Teflon brand products to prove the level of
their individual exposure, but it may refer to dosage levels in
trials later this year (In re E. I. DuPont De Nemours...


Chemicals
Perfluorinated Chemicals Critically Needed,
Semiconductor, Other Manufacturers Tell EPA
Continued access to perfluorinated chemicals is essential for the
semiconductor and other industries, according to comments on a
proposed rule by the Environmental Protection Agency to restrict
use of such chemicals....


Climate Regulation
McCarthy Sees No Impact to Clean Power
Plan After Supreme Court's Mercury Ruling
The Supreme Court's recent decision on the Environmental
Protection Agency's mercury and air toxics standards (MATS) will
have no impact on its soon-to-be-released final carbon pollution
limits for existing power plants, Administrator...


Coal Mining
Mountaintop Removal Coal Production Drops
62 Percent From 2008 to 2014, EIA Says
The amount of coal produced at mines with mountaintop removal
mining permits has decreased by 62 percent since 2008,
according to Energy Information Administration figures released
July 7....


Elections
Webb, Democratic Outlier on Climate,
Launches Long-Shot Run for President
Former Sen. Jim Webb (D-Va.), known for resisting efforts in his
party to take action on climate change and for his strong support
of the coal industry, launched what he acknowledged was a long
odds bid for the presidency July 2 that will present...


Emissions Trading
EU Carbon Set-Aside for New Companies Set
To Shrink After 2020 Under Proposed Plan
The European Union's post-2020 new entrants reserve, or NER, to
the carbon market is set to shrink under a plan the bloc's
regulator is considering, according to Bloomberg New Energy
Finance....


Emissions Trading
RGGI Scope Not Likely to Meet Requirements
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Of Federal Clean Power Plan, CRS Reports
It's uncertain if the "scope and stringency" of the Regional
Greenhouse Gas Initiative is sufficient to meet the requirements
of the Clean Power Plan, according to a July 2 report on RGGI
from the Congressional Research Service....


Energy
China Eyes Safe Smart-Grid System
By 2020 to Push Clean Energy
China plans to build a safe and environmentally friendly smart-
grid system by 2020 as it promotes the spread of clean energy....


Energy
Murkowski Still Aims to Mark Up Energy Bill
By August Break, but Plenty of Work Remains
The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee still intends
to move a broad energy package before the August recess
begins, but plenty of work on the bill remains, the chairman and
ranking member of the committee told Bloomberg BNA July...


Hazardous Waste
EPA Has Incomplete Picture
Of Hazardous Waste Imported Into U.S.
The Environmental Protection Agency's efforts to manage
imported hazardous waste is "incomplete and ineffective," the
agency's inspector general said in a report released July 6....


Impact Assessment
Canadian Aboriginal Group Announces 
Conditions for LNG Project to Proceed
A British Columbia aboriginal group has set 26 environmental
conditions that go beyond potential federal and provincial
requirements before it will approve the Woodfibre LNG Limited
liquefied natural gas (WFLNG) project in its territory....


International Climate
Volatile Oil Prices, Clean Energy Advances
Offer World Opening on Climate, Report Says
A unique confluence of global events—from volatile oil prices to
unforeseen technological advances and declining prices in
renewable energy—has created a window of opportunity for
significant worldwide progress on climate...


Maritime Affairs
Canadian Marine Safety Organization Gets
$11.2 Million for Independent Research
A new Vancouver-based organization will receive $11.2 million
($8.85 million) to research best practices and provide
independent policy guidance for nationwide marine vessel safety
and spill response, the Canadian government and oil...


Natural Gas
$283 Billion of LNG Projects May Not Be
Economical, Carbon Tracker Initiative Says
About $283 billion of liquefied natural gas projects may be
surplus to requirements if the world is to keep carbon emissions
below levels aimed at holding global warming to less than 2
degrees Celsius, the Carbon Tracker Initiative said....


Oil & Gas
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Barnett Shale Methane Emissions 50%
Higher Than EPA-Based Estimates
Methane emissions from oil and gas operations in the Barnett
Shale region of Texas are 50 percent higher than estimates based
on the Environmental Protection Agency's greenhouse gas
inventory, according to 11 papers published July 7...


Oil & Gas
Hearings Planned on House Bills to Lift Ban
On Crude Oil Exports as Issue Gains Attention
House hearings are planned on separate bills to lift the 40-year
ban on crude oil exports as the issue begins to gain more
attention from House Republicans. ...


Oil & Gas
UNESCO Wants Cumulative Effects 
Of Alberta Oil Sands Studied
Parks Canada will work with UNESCO's World Heritage Committee
to study how Alberta's oil sands and nearby resource
development projects will affect neighboring Wood Buffalo
National Park, the department said July 6....


Pipeline Safety
PHMSA Excess Flow Valve Proposal's Review
Completed by White House; Sent to Agency
The White House completed its review July 6 of a pipeline safety
proposal to require that excess flow valves be installed on certain
gas service lines....


Radioactive Waste
Canadian Nuclear Transport Rules
Updated to Align With International Norms
Canada has updated regulations governing the transportation of
nuclear substances to better align with international standards,
the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission said....


Renewable Energy
Facebook Doubles Renewable-Energy
Target to 50 Percent by End of 2018
Facebook Inc. set a goal of running half its operations with clean
energy by the end of 2018 and eventually expects to reach 100
percent....


Renewable Energy
White House Announces $520 Million
In Private Funding to Advance Solar Power
The White House announced more than $520 million in funding
from philanthropies, investors, states and cities to advance
community solar power and increase solar energy use among
low- and moderate-income households. ...


Trade
Canadian Agency Finds Potential Injury 
From Dumped, Subsidized Chinese Solar Panels
Dumped and subsidized Chinese solar energy equipment exports
pose a threat of injury to Canadian producers, the Canadian
International Trade Tribunal said....


Water Pollution
EPA Industrial Stormwater Permit Challenged
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In Appellate Courts by Environmental Groups
The Environmental Protection Agency's recently promulgated
multi-sector stormwater permit is being challenged by three
environmental groups, with one alleging a number of weaknesses
in the permit including inadequate oversight...


Water Pollution
Inhofe Seeks Proof of Navigable Water
Impacts From Isolated, Ephemeral Waters
Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.), chairman of the Senate
Environment and Public Works Committee, has asked the
Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to provide all the scientific evidence they used in
developing...


Water Pollution
Navajo Tribal Utility Authority Agrees to Plan
For Sewage Treatment Plant Effluent Cleanup
The Navajo Tribal Utility Authority will clean up the effluent of a
wastewater treatment facility in Window Rock, Ariz., as part of a
settlement with the federal government, the Environmental
Protection Agency and its Navajo counterpart...


Water Pollution
Oil Industry Defeats Pennsylvania's Bid
For Damages in MTBE Contamination Case
Pennsylvania won't be able to pursue most of its claims against
the nation's largest oil companies for allegedly contaminating
groundwater with the gasoline additive methyl tertiary butyl
ether, according to a July 2 ruling by the...
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Atlanta Metropolitan Area Won't Be Subject
To Reformulated Gas Requirement, EPA Says
The Atlanta metropolitan area will not be subject to a federal
requirement to use reformulated gasoline, the Environmental
Protection Agency has ruled....


Air Pollution
EPA to Require Michigan Cement Facility
To Reduce Pollution With Retrofit Technology
The Environmental Protection Agency will require a Michigan
cement plant to comply with federal emissions limits to reduce
pollution that contributes to regional haze, according to a notice
that will appear in the Federal Register March...


Air Pollution
Vitter Accuses EPA of Data Misconduct
In Handling of Air Pollution Health Studies
The data the Environmental Protection Agency provided to
congressional Republicans from scientific studies on the health
effects of particulate matter and ozone may have been corrupted
and incomplete, Sen. David Vitter (R-La.) said March...


Biotechnology
APHIS to Approve BASF Soybean Engineered 
For Resistance to Imidazolinone Herbicides
The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service is granting a
determination of nonregulated status, a de facto approval, to a
new genetically modified soybean developed by BASF Plant
Sciences LP, according to a notice scheduled for publication...


Brownfields



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=AGENCY&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:139

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=STATE&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:140

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=TRIBUNAL&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:141

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=INTL-ORGANIZATION&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:142

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=INTL-ORGANIZATION&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:142

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=FEDERAL-STATUTE&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:143

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/cases_issue.adp?prod=deln&emc=delnepa:deln:144

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=71E4E149CA3328C4FBE11241AFBB5D1B&type=list&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:145

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=96A258FD31AE6BBB6F9AFF3F81EED4E7&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:146

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=3637FF265BC704F6BE77A5FD1B1B5D33&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:147

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=5865B176E7BD6A0404F5B7770EF854B2&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:148

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/pdf_archive.adp?group_name=DENPDF&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:149

mailto:bhighlig@bna.com

mailto:Smith.TimR@epa.gov

http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup?emc=delnepa:deln:101

http://news.bna.com/deln/?emc=delnepa:deln:102

mailto:clayman.shari@epa.gov

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7V8T7X5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:110

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7V8T7X5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:110

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7V8X9E7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:111

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7V8X9E7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:111

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7V8H5H1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:112

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7V8H5H1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:112

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7V8U5U9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:113

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E7V8U5U9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:113





New York State Lawmakers Consider
Proposed Changes to Brownfields Program
New York lawmakers began negotiating the details of proposed
changes in the state's brownfields program March 17, as a budget
conference committee convened to reconcile the Senate and
Assembly versions of a state budget....


Climate Change
California Paving Way for U.S. on Reducing
Carbon Emissions, State Air Official Says
State actions on climate change are reducing emissions and
offering templates for effective federal standards, according to
Mary Nichols, chairwoman of the California Air Resources Board
(ARB). ...


Climate Change
Japan Unveils New ‘Action Program'
To Cut Greenhouse Gas Emissions by 2020
The Japanese government has unveiled a comprehensive
environmental "action program" identifying steps the country
should take by 2020 to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and the
impact of humans on the environment....


Drilling
British Columbia Supreme Court Hears
Challenge to Water Approvals for Fracking
Hearings in a lawsuit targeting agency approvals for water
withdrawals for hydraulic fracturing by oil and gas companies in
British Columbia began in the province's highest court March 17
(Western Canada Wilderness Comm. v. Oil and Gas...


Energy
Energy Company Prepared to Sue
Albany County, N.Y., Over Oil Processing Decision
A Waltham, Mass.-based energy company is prepared to sue
Albany County, N.Y., over a recently imposed moratorium on the
expansion of crude oil processing at the Port of Albany, according
to a March 14 letter from the company's law firm....


Energy
EU Mulls Allowing Assistance Linked
To Use of Renewables for 62 Industries
The European Union is considering allowing assistance to 62
energy-intensive industries, including aluminum- and petroleum-
product manufacturers, to help with the cost of boosting
renewable energy, a draft EU document showed....


Energy
Rejection of Wind Farm Deal Defended
In Court on National Security Grounds
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
should not interfere with a presidential order directing a Chinese-
owned firm to divest its interest in certain wind farm projects in
the U.S., the Committee on Foreign Investment...


Energy
Solar Industry Looks to Tax Extenders
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To Give Jolt to Project Construction
When Congress boosted a tax credit for wind energy by letting
projects qualify for them before they came online, solar energy
producers were left in the dark. ...


Hazmat Transport
PHMSA Incorporates Special Permit
For Ethyl Alcohol Into Federal Rules
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration is
adopting several longstanding special permits and competent
authority approvals into federal regulations, including a widely
used special permit that exempts some shipments...


Mining
House Panel to Probe Bristol Bay Action,
Urges EPA Inspector General to Do Same
The House oversight committee is investigating the
Environmental Protection Agency's decision to invoke its Clean
Water Act authority that could halt the Pebble Mine project before
its clean water permit application has been submitted....


Risk Assessment
IRIS Program Opens Docket for General Comments
The Environmental Protection Agency has opened a docket where
parties can submit general comments related to its Integrated
Risk Information System Program. General comments could apply
to procedural or other aspects of the IRIS Program,...


Solid Waste
Environmental Advocates Threaten to Sue
Louisville Utility Over Coal Ash Discharges
Environmentalists March 17 informed Louisville Gas & Electric Co.
that they intend to sue the utility for releasing coal ash
wastewater into the Ohio River unless the company takes
immediate action to resolve the problem....


Solid Waste
OMB Begins Review of Long-Delayed
Revisions to Hazardous Waste Exemptions
The White House Office of Management and Budget began its
review March 15 of a long-delayed proposal from the
Environmental Protection Agency that would revise a 2008 Bush-
era rule exempting certain recycled materials from hazardous
waste...


Solid Waste
Sierra Club Pushes for Coal Ash Regulations
The Sierra Club has launched a print and online advertising
campaign in Washington, D.C., and North Carolina to push the
Environmental Protection Agency for strong coal ash regulations
later this year. "We urge the EPA to move quickly...


Toxic Substances
Chamber Urges Trade Negotiators to Address
Obstacles to Pesticide, Chemical Commerce
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce to the European Union has
issued a paper urging U.S. and EU trade negotiators to address
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classification, regulatory requirements and other aspects of
pesticide and chemical regulations that the chamber says
prevent...


Toxic Substances
NTP Announces Meeting, Reports for Two Chemicals
The National Toxicology Program will hold a meeting May 22 to
peer review two draft technical reports on a water disinfection
byproduct and a metal working fluid. The NTP notice, scheduled
for publication March 18 in the Federal Register, said...


Toxic Substances
Toxics, Cancer Professionals Advise NTP
On Strong, Weak TCE Human Cancer Studies
Toxicologists and hematologists March 17 advised the National
Toxicology Program (NTP) to consider the risk of misclassification
within studies and studies' endpoints—death versus incidence of
cancer, for example—across...


Trade
EU Chief Negotiator Rules Out
Mutual Recognition for U.S. Chemical Exports
The European Union will not extend mutual recognition to U.S.
chemical safety laws because the EU regulatory framework known
as REACH is superior, the EU’s chief negotiator for the
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership said....


Water Pollution
Appeals Court Grants EPA Request
To Stay Numeric Nutrient Criteria Decision
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit on March 17
granted the Environmental Protection Agency's request to stay a
lower court decision requiring the agency to determine by March
19 whether Mississippi River Basin states needed...


Wetlands
Florida Developer Denied Wetlands Permit
Awarded $4.2 Million by Federal Claims Court
A federal court awarded $4.2 million to a Florida developer,
finding that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' denial of its
application for a Clean Water Act Section 404 dredge-and-fill
permit constituted a Fifth Amendment taking of a five-acre...


CALENDAR


LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR


PRESIDENT'S CALENDAR


REGULATORY AGENDA
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Supreme Court Denies Wetlands Jurisdictional Determination Petition


Posted March 23, 2015, 4:11 P.M. ET


By Lars-Eric Hedberg


The U.S. Supreme Court today declined to hear oral argument on whether a jurisdictional
determination for wetlands under the Clean Water Act is a final agency action subject to judicial
review.


The court's denial of the petition for a writ of certiorari lets stand a July 2014 holding by the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit “that the jurisdictional determination is not ‘final agency action' and
therefore is not reviewable under the” Administrative Procedure Act.


Kent Recycling Services, which has an option to purchase the Louisiana property at issue in the event
it can be used as a solid waste landfill, argued in its petition that the decision conflicts with Supreme Court
precedent.


It also argued that the court should grant the petition to resolve a split among the circuit courts of
appeal as to whether a due process claim is subject to the APA finality requirement.


The U.S. wrote in its brief in opposition that although landowners may ask the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers for a jurisdictional determination as to whether their properties contain federally protected
waters, neither the Clean Water Act nor its regulations require them to seek one.


McCarthy Urges Officials to Take Integrated Approach on Water Concerns


Posted March 23, 2015, 4:06 P.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


The water industry as well as federal and state regulatory agencies needs to move away from a “silo
approach” of protecting source water and instead consider an integrated approach to tackling wastewater,
drinking water, and stormwater concerns with an eye toward a changing climate, Environmental Protection
Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy said today.


“This is where you get the most synergies,” McCarthy told the assembled water utility officials at the
Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies' 2015 Water Policy Conference, which runs March 22-25.


She was alluding to the response to a weekend-long drinking water ban imposed in Toledo in August
2014 because of an outbreak of harmful algae that released toxins contaminating drinking water supplies.
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According to the EPA, the harmful algae blooms in Lake Erie resulted not only from excess nitrogen
and phosphorus pollution in upstream areas, but also from rising temperatures in the shallow waters that
spurred algae growth.


“If you look at harmful algae blooms, there aren't just happening at Lake Erie,” she said. “They are
happening all over the United States.”


McCarthy also said it is not enough to have people return and be told that the drinking water is safe.
The goal is to keep the water systems safe from the toxins, she said.


To that end, the EPA is getting ready to issue health advisories and to develop analytical tools to
detect the harmful blue-green algae toxins. “We know we have to look at establishing concentration levels
that people can rely on that is based on science,” she said.


EPA Seeks Better Cellulosic Ethanol Data to Improve Fuel Rules


Posted March 23, 2015, 3:59 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency is requesting additional data from cellulosic biofuels producers as
it seeks to improve its process for setting the annual renewable fuel standard.


The EPA has consistently overestimated the amount of cellulosic biofuel that can be produced each
year. The latest questionnaire to fuels producers is intended to improve the data the EPA has when it sets
the annual blending mandate, according to an information collection request to be published in the Federal
Register tomorrow.


Cellulosic ethanol producers exceeded their targets for the first time in 2014, primarily due to an EPA
rule change (RIN 2060-AR21) that reclassified some fuels produced from compressed and liquefied natural
gas from landfills and wastewater treatment as cellulosic ethanol.


Biofuels producers made more than 33 million gallons of cellulosic biofuel in 2014 and another 54,308
gallons of cellulosic diesel, according to EPA data. The EPA had proposed petroleum refiners blend 17
million gallons of cellulosic ethanol into the fuel supply in 2014.


The EPA has not yet finalized the renewable fuel standard blending requirements for 2014. The agency
is also overdue to propose its standards for 2015. The EPA said it plans to issue volume requirements for
2014, 2015 and 2016 this year.


As part of the same information collection request, the EPA is also seeking additional information from
cellulosic ethanol companies that have been listed as efficient producers. Efficient producers are those that
can demonstrate methods to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions through improved process efficiency,
reduced energy demand or use of biomass or biogas during production.


Areas in 28 States to Be Addressed for Sulfur Dioxide Designations


Posted March 23, 2015, 3:14 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


The Environmental Protection Agency has identified areas in 28 states that meet the criteria for
inclusion in the next round of attainment designations for sulfur dioxide, which will be completed by July 2,
2016, under a settlement with environmental organizations.


The EPA March 20 sent letters to environmental commissioners in Texas, Michigan, Indiana and other
states informing them of counties that have very large pollution sources that meet a threshold for inclusion
in the next round of area designations for the 2010 national ambient air quality standards for sulfur
dioxide. The agency also identified six counties that have newly monitored violations of the 75 parts per
billion sulfur dioxide standard and will be included in the next round of designations.


Janet McCabe, EPA assistant administrator for air and radiation, told state air regulators March 16 that
about half the states will receive letters. The area either showed a violation based on three years of
monitoring data or is home to a stationary pollution source that emitted more than 16,000 tons of sulfur
dioxide in 2012.


Agencies to Renew Commitment to Increase U.S. Hydropower Generation


Posted March 23, 2015, 3:56 P.M. ET
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By Ari Natter


The Army Corps of Engineers and the departments of Energy and Interior plan to renew a five-year
commitment to advance hydropower, the agencies said today.


The three agencies plan to formally sign an agreement “extending their existing partnership to help
meet the need for reliable, affordable, and environmentally sustainable hydropower over the next five
years,” tomorrow, the Interior Department said.


The agencies plan to renew an expiring five-year memorandum of understanding signed in March 2010
that aims to increase the amount of generation from federal hydropower facilities and identify new sources
of federal hydropower, according to the document.


Hydropower, the country's largest renewable resource, makes up roughly 7 percent of the country's
electricity generation with about 70 GW of installed capacity in the U.S., according to the Energy
Department.


The department announced in 2014 a goal to double the amount of electricity generated by
hydropower by 2030 and released a resource assessment that identified 65 gigawatts of additional
hydropower that exists in the U.S.


BP Drops Membership From American Legislative Exchange Council: Spokesman


Posted March 23, 2015, 3:53 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


BP Plc has dropped its membership from the American Legislative Exchange Council lobbying group,
Bill Meierling, the organization's vice president of public affairs, confirmed today in an e-mail to Bloomberg
BNA.


“In December 2014, ALEC officials were informed that BP would spin off its lower-48 operations,
conduct a round of layoffs and end its support of ALL political and policy organizations including RAGA,
DAGA, RGA and ALEC among numerous others,” Meierling said.


Oil producer Occidental Petroleum Corp. left the group in 2014, following a wave of technology
company departures from the lobbying group, which has drawn criticism for opposing state environmental
and clean energy policies. Its primary activity is drafting model state legislation.


The story was first reported by National Journal.


Daily Environment Report 


Manage Your Subscriptions | Contact Us | Privacy Policy 


1801 South Bell Street, Arlington, VA 22202
Copyright © 2015 The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc.



mailto:anatter@bna.com

http://energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2015/02/f19/Memorandum%20of%20Understanding%20for%20Hydropower%20March%202010.pdf

mailto:anatter@bna.com

http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup

http://www.bna.com/contact-us-cu4758/

http://www.bna.com/internet-privacy-policy-a4717/

http://www.bna.com/bna-copyright-usage-a4447/

http://cl.s4.exct.net/?qs=f71aeed5c610f8fac1f0278aacf4c892f87fb782d09e3458de9acc023863e6c9ce0cba56b1827803






 Latest News   BNA Insights    PDF LINK Search Full Publication     


Latest Developments -- Your Preview of the Day's News


The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


EPA Finalizes Voluntary Quality Assurance Rule for Renewable Fuel Credits


Posted July 02, 2014, 3:44 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency finalized a voluntary third-party auditing program to verify
renewable identification numbers (RINs) petroleum refiners use to demonstrate compliance with the
annual renewable fuel standard.


Refiners that choose to have their RINs verified would be eligible for an affirmative defense should
those renewable fuel credits later turn out to be fraudulent, the EPA said in the final rule released today
(RIN 2060-AR72).


The final rule would give petroleum refiners two options to choose from for verifying the validity of
RINs generated between Feb. 21, 2013, and Dec. 31, 2014. Under the first, more stringent verification
program, the third-party auditors would be obligated to retire or replace any RINs later deemed to be
invalid. The second, less stringent option would place the burden on obligated parties and not auditors to
retire or replace any fraudulent RINs.


Refiners would still have the option to purchase RINs that have not been verified.


After Jan. 1, 2015, the EPA said, it will only offer the less stringent verification option. Potential
auditors and some small biodiesel producers told the EPA that the costs associated with the more rigorous
verification program would be too expensive to be viable.


EPA Advisers Say Current Ozone Standard Not Protective of Health


Posted July 02, 2014, 3:18 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


The current national ambient air quality standard for ozone of 75 parts per billion is not protective of
human health, according to the Environmental Protection Agency's science advisers.


The Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee, in a letter sent yesterday to EPA Administrator Gina
McCarthy, said there is “ample scientific evidence” that adverse health effects occur in young, healthy
adults at exposure levels below the current standard.


The committee also recommended that the EPA consider a “multipollutant approach” for future reviews
of its national ambient air quality standards that would logically group together interrelated criteria
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pollutants, such as ozone and nitrogen oxides.


The EPA is conducting a review of the existing ozone standard, which was set during the
administration of former President George W. Bush, and will consider the recommendations of the advisory
committee in its decision making. The agency is under a court-ordered deadline of Dec. 1 to issue a
proposed rule on whether it should retain or revise the existing standard.


In June, the advisory committee formally recommended that the EPA consider setting a revised
standard between 60 ppb and 70 ppb.


Inspector General Pushes Interior to Expedite Oil, Gas Permitting


Posted July 02, 2014, 3:48 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


The Interior Department's inspector general has recommended a variety of steps to reduce the “very
long” review times for onshore oil and gas drilling permits by the Bureau of Land Management.


Deputy Inspector General Mary Kendall issued a June 30 report, Onshore Oil and Gas Permitting, U.S.
Department of the Interior, that described BLM inefficiencies impeding permit processing, though it added
that oil and gas operators share responsibility for the slowness of the process. The report also indicated
BLM funding can be strained.


The inspector general said an application for a permit to drill (APD) triggers a complex process
requiring a multidisciplinary team to deal with environmental, geological and engineering issues.


“The surface review, for instance, must comply with the National Environmental Policy Act, which
accounts for most of the APD processing time,” the report said.


The inspector general recommended the establishment and enforcement of timelines but said BLM
disagreed.


Interior to Auction 80,000 Acres Off Maryland Coast for Wind


Posted July 02, 2014, 1:20 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Nearly 80,000 acres in federal waters off the coast of Maryland will be auctioned by the Interior
Department for the development of commercial offshore wind projects, the department announced today.


The competitive auction, to be held Aug. 19, has drawn interest from 16 companies, according to the
Interior Department.


The Maryland Wind Energy Area, located 10 nautical miles from the Ocean City, Md., coast, could
support between 850 and 1450 megawatts of commercial wind generation—enough electricity to power
300,000 homes—if fully developed, the department said.


The department has awarded five additional commercial wind energy leases off of the Atlantic
coast.


EPA to Hold Workshop on Trichloroethylene Alternatives


Posted July 02, 2014, 3:26 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


The Environmental Protection Agency is working with degreasers, the manufacturers who contract with
them and other interested parties to identify substitutes for trichloroethylene's use to remove oils,
lubricants and similar compounds from equipment.


The agency will hold a workshop July 29-30 to gather information on the uses of trichloroethylene's
uses and the availability and efficacy of safer alternatives, the EPA announced in a notice to appear in the
July 3 Federal Register. The agency recently released a risk assessment identifying health risks from
certain uses of trichloroethylene, or TCE, while the National Toxicology Program has recommended the
solvent be classified as a known human carcinogen.


There is no single substitute that can replace TCE's many different applications that also is available at
its low cost and that can be used in the same equipment degreasers currently own and operate, Jason
Marshall, laboratory director for the Toxics Use Reduction Institute at the University of Massachusetts,
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Lowell, told Bloomberg BNA July 2.


Nevertheless, different alternatives can be identified that work for different types of degreasing
operations, Marshal said.


At the EPA's workshop, Marshall, who has worked on identifying TCE alternatives for 17 years, will
discuss strategies the institute has used and tests it recommends.


EPA Adds Four Hearings on Proposed Power Plant Carbon Rules


Posted July 02, 2014, 10:36 A.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency has scheduled four additional public hearings this summer on
proposed rules that would establish carbon dioxide emissions standards for existing, modified and
reconstructed power plants, according to a notice to be published in the Federal Register tomorrow.


The EPA had previously scheduled public hearings on the proposed rules in Atlanta, Denver, Pittsburgh
and Washington, D.C., and the agency now will add an additional public hearing in each city.


The EPA will hold additional hearings in Atlanta and Denver on July 30. The second Washington
hearing is scheduled for July 29, and the second Pittsburgh hearing will be held Aug. 1.


Pipeline Safety Practice Document to Be Finished in 2014


Posted July 02, 2014, 3:12 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


An American Petroleum Institute Pipeline Safety Management Systems recommended practice
document will likely be completed by Dec. 1, the chairman of the group drafting the recommended
practice said today.


American Petroleum Institute Recommended Practice 1173 would lay out voluntary practices for oil
and gas pipeline operators on how to identify, monitor and address safety issues related to operations. In
the management plan, the development team considered practices for leadership and management
compliance, risk management and eight other areas, Ron McClain, president of product pipelines for Kinder
Morgan and chairman of the draft's development team, said.


The National Transportation Safety Board recommended that pipeline operators create safety
management systems—similar to what is used by the aviation industry—to improve pipeline safety after a
July 2010 Enbridge Energy LP pipeline spill near Marshall, Mich. McClain made the comments at a Pipeline
and Hazardous Material Safety Administration workshop.


Electronic Devices Waste $80 Billion of Power a Year, IEA Says


Posted July 02, 2014, 1:29 P.M. ET


By Mathew Carr


The world's 14 billion television set-top boxes, printers, game consoles and other electronic devices
waste $80 billion of power a year due to inefficient technology, according to the International Energy
Agency.


“Electricity demand of our increasingly digital economies is growing at an alarming rate,” the Paris-
based adviser to developed nations said today in a report. By 2020, an estimated $120 billion will be
wasted as many devices use about the same amount of power even on standby.


Networked devices worldwide used about 616 terawatt-hours of power in 2013, most of which was
used in standby mode, according to the IEA. Of that amount, 400 TWh, or the amount consumed annually
by the U.K. and Norway, was wasted because of inefficient technology, the agency said.


©2014 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
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I was interested to read this article about the NH MTBE lawsuit.  I wonder what would happen if they
lost his Supreme Court case…..
 
 
 
Drinking Water
MTBE ‘Trial by Formula' Case May Intrigue Supreme Court


BNA Snapshot
Development: Exxon's petition claims a $236 million verdict in a drinking water contamination
lawsuit was based on aggregate evidence that violated its right to present a defense.
What's Next: The Supreme Court could decide whether “trial by formula” violates the due process
clause.
By Steven M. Sellers
Feb. 2— Did New Hampshire use its role as protector of the state's waters to fast-track a
contamination lawsuit about gasoline additive methyl tertiary butyl ether against Exxon Mobil Corp.,
denying the company its right to present a defense en route to a $236 million jury verdict?
That question—coupled with a related federal preemption issue—may intrigue the U.S. Supreme
Court when it considers a certiorari petition filed by Exxon Jan. 20, but lawyers and academicians tell
Bloomberg BNA the case still faces hurdles (Exxon Mobil Corp. v. New Hampshire, U.S., No. 15-
00933, 1/20/16).
If the high court reaches this issue, it could decide whether the use of statistical approximations to
prove injury and damages violates a defendant's due process rights.
New Hampshire relied on its parens patriae powers in alleging that Exxon and other oil companies
contaminated thousands of wells with the now-banned gasoline additive methyl tertiary butyl ether
(MTBE). That approach—and the use of aggregated statistical evidence to prove the state's case—
amounted to an evidentiary end-run that avoided the individualized inquiries typically required in
federal class actions, Exxon argues.
The “trial by formula” facilitated an “abstract, aggregate, statewide case” that denied Exxon its right
to present an individualized defense, according to the petition.
“I think there is a good chance that the Supreme Court will take an interest in this case,” Timothy
Bishop, of Mayer Brown's Chicago office, told Bloomberg BNA.
Bishop, an appellate lawyer experienced in environmental, class action and complex litigation, said in
an e-mail that Supreme Court due process precedents give defendants the right to have “an
opportunity to present every available defense.”
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“As in class actions in which the court has granted certiorari, such as the Tyson Foods case this term,
New Hampshire's use of statistical extrapolations and approximations to prove injury and damages
in this parens patriae case violates that right,” said Bishop.
Bishop referred to Tyson Foods, Inc. v. Bouaphakeo, which involves pork plant workers who claimed
they were inadequately compensated for time spent donning and doffing protective equipment
(U.S., No. 14-1146, 3/20/15). That case was argued Nov. 10, 2015, and is pending decision.
“ ‘Aggregate' litigation is hopelessly unfair,” said Bishop. “The preemption argument adds another
issue in which the justices have shown a lot of interest, and the size of the judgment ought also to
give the court pause.”
Exxon also contends that any state law duty in the case was preempted by the Clean Air Act—which
required that refiners oxygenate gasoline—when there was no feasible alternative to MTBE to meet
that mandate.
Tough Sell?
Former U.S. Solicitor General Paul Clement, of Bancroft's Washington, D.C., office, is counsel for
Exxon.
“Paul Clement is a very skilled Supreme Court advocate,” said Harvard law professor Richard Lazarus.
“It is not easy to persuade the Supreme Court to grant review in this kind of state tort law case.”
“That is why Clement is pitching the case the way he is, in an effort to persuade the court that the
case raises the kinds of federal law issues of contemporary interest to current members of the
court,” said Lazarus, who focuses on environmental law and Supreme Court advocacy.
Alexandra Lahav, a professor at the University of Connecticut School of Law, told Bloomberg BNA the
petition follows a trend in which defendants describe procedures as a “trial by formula” to draw a
comparison to evidentiary procedures rejected by the court in Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. v. Dukes (131
S.Ct. 2541 (2011) ).
In Dukes, the Supreme Court rejected class certification of discrimination claims for thousands of
Wal-Mart workers that were based on “statistical and anecdotal evidence.”
“It happened this term with the Tyson Foods case, and I think that case was improvidently granted
because it did not raise questions worthy of the court's time,” said Lahav, who writes extensively on
civil procedure and due process issues in class action litigation.
“Perhaps having learned from that case, the court will see that this is not a trial by formula case at
all,” Lahav said.
“Furthermore, many of defendant's complaints on this score have to do with state tort law, which I
don't see the Supreme Court considering even if Exxon tries to reformulate them as due process
concerns,” Lahav said, noting that both Dukes and Tyson Foods involved federal laws.
Parens Patriae Pondered
New Hampshire sued Exxon and other gasoline suppliers in 2003 for ground water contamination
allegedly caused by MTBE, an octane enhancer formerly used by gasoline refiners to meet oxygenate
standards set by Congress in the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments (194 DEN A-8, 10/7/03).
Other defendants in the case settled before trial, but Exxon didn't. It defended negligence, defective
design and failure to warn claims over its sale of MTBE gasoline in the state from 1995 to 2006.
After a three-month trial in New Hampshire Superior Court, the jury awarded $236 million to the
state—the largest verdict ever rendered in New Hampshire (69 DEN A-18, 4/10/13).
Exxon appealed, but the New Hampshire Supreme Court rejected the company's claim that the
state's use of aggregate statistical evidence was improper (30 TXLR 996, 10/15/15).
The case was based on the state's parens patriae power over its waters and an “indivisible injury”
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created by the contamination, rather than multiple injuries among several classes of plaintiffs in a
class action, the court said.
That approach allowed the state to use aggregated statistical evidence in the case—for both public
and private waters—to prove its statewide case, the court said.
Also turned aside was Exxon's claim that the Clean Air Act preempted any state law duty imposed by
New Hampshire because MTBE was the only feasible means to comply with the federal mandate.
The Clean Air Act required minimum oxygen levels in gasoline, but the state's high court said it found
no preemption barrier because the federal law didn't dictate the means to do so.
State Court Conflict Cited
Exxon contends in its petition that New Hampshire's approach—based on a sampling of six wells to
extrapolate contamination of thousands of wells in the state—“used precisely the same sort of
aggregate statistical evidence the Dukes plaintiffs proposed, and then some.”
Varying state court interpretations of the due process implications of Dukes further fuel the petition,
according to Exxon.
The company notes that the California Supreme Court held that “trial by formula” violates federal
due process (Duran v. U.S. Bank N.A., 325 P.3d 916 (Cal. 2014)), while a Pennsylvania court reached
a contrary conclusion (Braun v. Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., 24 A.3d 875 (Pa. Super. 2011)).
Wal-Mart's petition for certiorari in Braun is pending (Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. v. Braun, U.S., No. 14-
1123, 3/17/15).
“This case is instructive, for the New Hampshire courts bent over backwards to make the state's
recovery possible,” the petition states. “There is no reason why other states will not follow New
Hampshire's lead.”
Exxon also contends it was unfairly held liable under state law for following federal requirements for
gasoline oxygenates. “At a bare minimum, the New Hampshire courts erred by rejecting this
preemption theory without even allowing Exxon to put the issue of feasibility of other alternatives to
the jury,” the petition states.
New Hampshire's reply to the certiorari petition is due Feb. 22.
The law offices of Bancroft, as well as O'Melveny & Myers represent Exxon Mobil Corp. and Exxon
Mobil Oil Corp.
To contact the reporter on this story: Steven M. Sellers in Washington at ssellers@bna.com.
To contact the editor responsible for this story: Peter Hayes a phayes@bna.com.


For More Information
The petition for certiorari is available at http://src.bna.com/cht.
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Carolyn Hoskinson, Director
Office of Underground Storage Tanks, US EPA
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Agriculture
Guide on Implementing Farm Bill Conservation Programs
Released
A field guide to assist federal and state agencies, environmental
organizations, and other partners in implementing Farm Bill
conservation programs was released by a bird habitat
conservation group. The 2014 Farm Bill Guide to Fish and
Wildlife...


Biotechnology
USDA Closer to Approving Another GMO Potato
Another genetically modified potato is nearing Department of
Agriculture approval after the department's Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service issued favorable studies on it. In two
separate studies, both released in draft form...


Chemicals
House, Senate TSCA Reform Bills Share Ideas
But Would Accomplish Updates Differently
Senate and House lawmakers are soon expected to have two
possible ways to accomplish the first major environmental
legislative reform in 25 years, a senior American Chemistry
Council official said May 4. ...


Chemicals
UN Chemicals Negotiators ‘Very Close’ 
To Compliance Mechanism Agreement
International chemical negotiators are "very close" to establishing
a legal tool that ensures countries fulfill their promises to properly
manage harmful substances, Rolph Payet, executive secretary of
the Basel, Rotterdam...
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Climate Change
EU Wants Industrialized Countries to Include
Hydrofluorocarbons Under Montreal Protocol
Industrialized countries should largely phase out the production
and consumption of hydrofluorocarbon refrigerant gases (HFCs)
by 2035 as part of international efforts to mitigate global
warming, according to a European Union proposal...


Climate Policy
North Carolina Lawmakers Advance Measure
To Require Clean Power Plan Implementation
North Carolina legislation that would require the establishment of
regulations to implement the federal Clean Power Plan is
unexpectedly advancing in the Republican-dominated General
Assembly....


Climate Regulation
3,500 Deaths Annually Could Be Prevented
By EPA Clean Power Plan, Researchers Say
Carbon dioxide emissions limits on power plants could prevent as
many as 3,500 premature deaths annually by 2020, researchers
said in a paper released May 4....


Climate Regulation
Court Denies Rehearing in Texas Lawsuit
Challenging Greenhouse Gas Permitting
Federal appellate judges denied Texas's request to rehear a
lawsuit challenging an Environmental Protection Agency
requirement that states update their air pollution plans to include
greenhouse gas permitting (Texas v. EPA, D.C....


Elections
Varied Stances on Climate Change Seen
In Latest Republican Presidential Hopefuls
Three Republicans, the latest to join the field of presidential
hopefuls, are representative of their party's near-universal
opposition to President Barack Obama's efforts to tackle climate
change, but they hold more diverse...


Emissions Trading
Carbon Dioxide Pricing Policies Gaining 
Momentum, Quebec Minister Says
The success of carbon markets launched by California, Quebec
and the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) demonstrate
cap-and-trade programs can reduce emissions without causing
economic harm, David Heurtel, Quebec's Minister...


Endangered Species
Agencies Issue Rule to Clarify Regulations
On Aspects of Species ‘Take' Statements
"Incidental take statements" addressing potential harm to
protected species will be more likely for project decisions than for
broader, programmatic actions where the link to harm is more
indirect, according to a final rule issued...


Endangered Species
Home Builders Argue Property Rights Lost
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In ‘Mega-Settlements' on Species Decisions
Home builders argued in appellate court May 4 that they suffered
injury to their property rights when the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service signed two settlements committing it to 251 decision
deadlines on candidates for Endangered Species Act...


Energy
Supreme Court Agrees to Review FERC
Demand-Response Compensation Program
The U.S. Supreme Court May 4 said it will consider the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission's challenge to an appeals court
decision that struck down a rule to regulate demand response in
wholesale electricity markets (FERC v. Elec. Power...


Enforcement
Evaluation of Abandoned Uranium Mines
On Navajo Land to Be Funded by Settlement
The U.S. Department of Justice has announced a settlement
agreement to pay $13.2 million for the cleanup evaluations of 16
abandoned uranium mines on Navajo lands....


Enforcement
Merit Energy, in Settlement, to Install
Enhanced Leak-Detection System at Gas Plant
Merit Energy Co. will put in place a first-of-its-kind, leak-detection
program at its natural gas processing plant in Kalkaska, Mich., as
part of a settlement of alleged Clean Air Act violations (United
States v. Merit Energy Co., W.D. Mich.,...


Environmental Reviews
EU Calls for Public Input on Assessment 
Of Bird, Habitat Conservation Directives
The European Commission is calling for input through July 24 on
the effectiveness and implementation of two long-standing
European Union conservation laws, the 1979 Birds Directive
(codified as 2009/147/EC) and the 1992 Habitats Directive...


Environmental Reviews
Shell Needs New City Use Permit
For Arctic Homeport, Seattle Says
A Royal Dutch Shell plc plan to use a Port of Seattle terminal as a
homeport for its Arctic oil exploration fleet may not go forward
until the port obtains a new, city of Seattle use permit, the mayor
said....


Great Lakes
Michigan Permit Changes Limit CAFO Manure Transfers
Animal feedlots in Michigan will have a tougher time transferring
their excess waste to other animal feeding operations between
January and March under a permit change announced May 4 by
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality....


Hazmat Transport
New Parties Met With White House
On Oil-by-Rail Rule a Month Before Release
Some new voices were heard in White House meetings on a
flammable liquids rail safety rule in the month or so leading up to
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the final rule's release, according to public records released in
May....


Hazmat Transport
Schumer Legislation to Expedite Phaseout
Of Outdated Tank Cars Expected Mid-May
Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) announced May 4 legislation that
would implement more stringent crude oil and other flammable
liquids rail service requirements than a recently introduced
Transportation Department rule....


Hazmat Transport
Study Justifying Brakes in Crude-by-Rail Rule Posted
The Transportation Department posted May 1 an updated study
used to help justify its decision in a recently announced rule to
require certain industry-opposed brakes on specific flammable
liquids rail shipments. The study, conducted by...


Oil & Gas
Colorado Governor Joins Voices Calling
For Full Repeal of Crude Export Oil Ban
Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper (D) asked the Commerce
Department to support a "full legislative repeal" of the crude oil
export ban. ...


Oil Spills
Mexican States' Gulf Spill Claims Barred;
States Don't Own Damaged Property
Three Mexican states lack standing to pursue claims against BP,
Halliburton Energy and Transocean Offshore Deepwater Drilling
for damages stemming from the 2010 Deepwater Horizon disaster
because they have no proprietary interest in the...


Radioactive Waste
CRS Report Recaps Debate Over Waste Storage
A new report from the Congressional Research Service details the
highlights of the past seven years of progress and false starts in
the U.S. search for a permanent repository for the spent nuclear
fuel and other radioactive waste currently...


REACH
Respiratory Sensitizers Can Be Added
To REACH Phaseout List, EU Court Says
A European Union General Court double ruling that chemicals that
cause breathing difficulties can be considered "substances of very
high concern" (SVHCs) under the EU's REACH law could make it
more difficult to predict which...


Regulatory Policy
Presidential Appointee, Not OMB Official,
To Oversee Permitting in Revised Senate Bill
A Senate bill to jump-start environmental reviews for major
energy and infrastructure projects has been revamped to give a
new presidential appointee, rather than an official from the Office
of Management and Budget, new authority to speed...


Renewable Energy
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N.C. Governor Signs Legislation Providing
Tax Incentives for Renewable Energy Projects
A North Carolina tax credit aimed at encouraging renewable
energy projects has been extended for another year under a bill
(S.B. 372) signed into law by Gov. Pat McCrory (R)....


Stormwater
Shield Against Liability Cannot be Invoked
For Discharges Barred By Permit, Groups Say
A federal appeals court was right in concluding that an energy
company cannot invoke a Clean Water Act permit shield for
liability against discharges that are "plainly prohibited,"
environmental groups told the U.S. Supreme Court...


Trade
U.S. Cheers Chinese Elimination
Of Rare Earth Export Restrictions
U.S. trade officials touted China's recent decision to eliminate
export tariffs on rare earth minerals as a major enforcement
victory that will reduce China's trade-distorting policies. ...


Vehicle Fuels
RFS Delays Said to Cause $13.7 Billion Shortfall
The Environmental Protection Agency's ongoing delays in issuing
its annual renewable fuel standard has caused a $13.7 billion
shortfall in the investment necessary to meet the program's
advanced biofuel requirements, the Biotechnology...


CORRECTION
An article published May 1 about the meeting of the Basel,
Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions identified perfluorooctane
sulfonic acid and perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride as ingredients
used in the manufacture of Scotchgard. The use...


CORRECTION
An article in the May 4 report incorrectly reported the role of Seth
Brown, principal and founder of Alexandria, Va.-based Storm and
Stream Solutions LLC, to the EPA Region III guidance,
"Community-Based Public-Private Partnerships...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


MAY 4 FEDERAL REGISTER


MAY 5 FEDERAL REGISTER
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Afternoon Briefing - Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Supreme Court Appears Split on EPA Cost Interpretation of Mercury Rule


Posted March 25, 2015, 3:50 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


U.S. Supreme Court justices appeared to be split today on whether the Environmental Protection
Agency adequately considered the costs of regulating emissions of mercury and other hazardous air
pollutants from power plants.


The court heard oral arguments on whether the EPA was required to consider cost when the agency
determined it was “appropriate and necessary” to regulate those emissions, a finding that ultimately led to
the promulgation of the 2012 mercury and air toxics standards. State governments and industry groups
that petitioned the court to review the issue argued the failure to consider cost led to a regulation with
disproportionately high annual compliance costs of $9.6 billion.


Justice Elena Kagan suggested Congress did not explicitly require the EPA to consider cost when
making the determination to regulate but did require cost consideration in other parts of the Clean Air Act.
She identified Whitman v. American Trucking Associations, a 2001 decision that found the Clean Air Act
prohibits the EPA from considering implementation costs when setting national ambient air quality
standards, as the “most closely analogous case” to the challenge of the MATS rule.


However, Justice Antonin Scalia appeared to be skeptical of the federal government's argument that
Congress did not intend for the EPA to consider cost in making its regulatory determination. Scalia
questioned why Congress would have treated power plants differently in the Clean Air Act if it intended for
the EPA to ignore cost.


Scalia also said moving ahead with a regulation that resulted in “outrageous expenses” without
consideration of cost appeared to be a violation of the Administrative Procedure Act, even without
considering the meaning of the word “appropriate” in the relevant section of the Clean Air Act.


Chief Justice John Roberts questioned why the EPA interpreted the “appropriate and necessary”
language to restrict the agency's ability to consider cost. He questioned why the EPA “deliberately tied its
hands,” noting it “seems unusual” for an agency to voluntarily restrict its own authority.


There were a number of questions on whether the EPA's approach protected against a hypothetical
worst-case scenario in which most power plants could not comply with the resulting emissions standards.
Justice Stephen Breyer seemed to be concerned that the decision to ignore cost could lead to such a
regulation but seemed satisfied that the categorization process, which allows the EPA to divide an industry
into various subcategories subject to different minimum emissions standards, provided the necessary
backstop against such a scenario.
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Roberts questioned where in the administrative record the EPA explicitly said the agency considered
cost in dividing power plants into different subcategories, noting that “implicit usually doesn't work” for an
administrative law issue.


House Bill Giving State Flexibility for Coal Ash Clears Panel


Posted March 25, 2015, 11:12 A.M. ET


By Dean Scott


A House Energy and Commerce panel this morning approved a bill to permanently bar the
Environmental Protection Agency from regulating coal ash as hazardous waste by a vote of 16–5.


The Subcommittee on Environment and the Economy approved the Improving Coal Combustion
Residuals Regulation Act after defeating several Democratic amendments designed to strengthen
environmental protections.


The bill, authored by Rep. David McKinley (R-W.Va.) and supported by utilities and coal ash recyclers,
also would give states more regulatory and enforcement flexibility in addressing environmental concerns
posed by coal ash disposal. Coal ash is a byproduct of coal-fired power plants.


The EPA in December 2014 issued its final standards for coal ash, although they have yet to be
formally published in the Federal Register.


House Science Committee Subpoenas EPA Administrator's Phone Records


Posted March 25, 2015, 2:31 P.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


Rep. Lamar Smith (R-Texas), chairman of the House Science, Space and Technology Committee, today
authorized a subpoena to the Environmental Protection Agency to compel the EPA to turn over unredacted
cell phone billing records, agency e-mails and other documents.


In a letter to Administrator Gina McCarthy, Smith said he was forced to issue a subpoena after the EPA
provided “partial responses” to the committee's repeated requests. Smith has been asking the EPA for all
documentation related to the destruction of the more than 5,000 text messages from McCarthy's agency
phone.


Smith's subpoena comes a day before two subcommittees—the Subcommittee on Environment and the
Subcommittee on Oversight—examine the procedures for retaining records in light of the destruction of
records at the EPA. Testifying at this hearing will be Kevin Christensen, assistant inspector general for
audit in the EPA Office of Inspector General, along with Paul Wester Jr., chief records officer at the
National Archives and Records Administration.


Natural Gas Is Next Safe Energy Transport Issue, PHMSA Official Says


Posted March 25, 2015, 3:21 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


As the Transportation Department addresses its crude-by-rail efforts, it is preparing for its next safe
energy transport issue: natural gas.


Natural gas is a byproduct of crude oil production, a developing area where there will likely be a need
for the product to be “stored and transported,” Timothy Butters, acting administrator for the Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, said today. Requests by several liquefied natural gas (LNG)
facilities to export this product also signal efforts to use LNG as a fuel for railroads, maritime vessels and
other power units, he said.


Limited pipeline capacity may push natural gas to be transported by rail or other modes, Butters said.
Sarah Feinberg, acting administrator for the Federal Railroad Administration, said three companies have
approached her agency about transporting LNG by rail.


“We'll see a dramatic increase of movement of this product as a commodity,” Butters said at the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related Agencies
hearing. “We need to ensure containers that can move that product are properly and safely designed.”


Bill Would Address Crude-By-Rail Tank Car, Volatility, Response Issues
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Posted March 25, 2015, 2:45 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


Four senators introduced a bill today to improve the safety of crude-by-rail transport through a
comprehensive approach, including addressing response efforts.


Notably, the Crude-by-Rail Safety Act of 2015 would require phasing out use of older DOT-111 tank
cars and unjacketed CPC-1232 tank cars. It also would require the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration to promulgate requirements for volatility of gases in crude oil moved by rail and require
that PHMSA's upcoming final rule implement certain stringent tank car design standards, among other
steps.


“Every new derailment increases the urgency with which we need to act,” said Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-
Wash.), ranking member on the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee and a bill sponsor. “This
legislation will help reduce the risk of explosion in accidents, take unsafe tank cars off the tracks and
ensure first responders have the equipment they need.”


The senators issued the bill following several derailments of trains carrying crude oil, which have
caused environmental and property damage and endangered public health.


Other bill sponsors include Sens. Patty Murray (D-Wash.), Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.) and Dianne
Feinstein (D-Calif.).


EPA Proposes Data Collection Rule for Nanoengineered Chemicals


Posted March 25, 2015, 12:48 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


Companies that make or process nanoengineered chemicals and those that intend to make or process
them would be required to submit basic information about the compounds to the Environmental Protection
Agency, under a proposed rule the EPA released online today.


EPA's release of the proposed data-collection rule comes nearly a decade after an agency advisory
group recommended it and more than four years after the Office of Management and Budget began to
review first one, then a second version of the proposal.


Companies such as AZoNano.com, Evonik Degussa, Nanocyl and SouthWest NanoTechnologies Inc. are
among the nanoengineered chemical producers that could be affected by the proposed rule.


Processing companies that purchase nanoengineered chemicals to mix them into chemical preparations
they distribute for sale also could be subject to the data-collection requirements.


The EPA is proposing to require specific chemical identity; production volume; methods of
manufacture; processing, use, exposure, and release information; and existing, available health and safety
data.


EPA Revises Methods for Calculating Cellulosic Ethanol Waiver Credits


Posted March 25, 2015, 2:53 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency will revise its method for calculating and posting annual
cellulosic ethanol waiver credits in an effort to publicize the prices in a more timely manner for petroleum
refiners.


The EPA announced in a direct final rule (RIN 2060- AS48) released today that it will begin posting the
waiver credit prices on its website at http://www.epa.gov/otaq/fuels/renewablefuels/regulations.htm
rather than issuing them through the rulemaking process. That will allow the EPA to issue credit prices,
which must be updated every November.


“In an effort to provide certainty to the market in relation to the [cellulosic waiver credit] price as soon
as reasonably practical, EPA believes it would be preferable to announce the [cellulosic waiver credit] price
as soon as the relevant data on the wholesale price of gasoline is available,” the agency said.


The EPA announced the price for cellulosic waiver credits, which petroleum refiners can purchase to
fulfill their renewable fuel standard obligation to blend cellulosic ethanol into their fuels, will be 49 cents
for 2014, up from 42 cents the prior year. The price for credits for 2015 will be 64 cents.
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Swiss Re: 2014 Disaster Trend May Be Good Sign for Resilience


Posted March 25, 2015, 3:15 P.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


The world saw a record 189 natural catastrophes in 2014, but they didn't drive up overall economic
losses, insured losses or lives lost in what reinsurer Swiss Re says may be a good sign for efforts to build
resilience to climate change.


Global economic losses from natural catastrophes and man-made disasters totaled about $110 billion
in 2014, down from $138 billion in 2013 and well below the $200 billion average for the previous 10 years,
according to Swiss Re estimates released today. Insured losses, at $35 billion, were also below average.


Swiss Re said part of the reason for this trend was that 2014 was a year of many relatively small
natural catastrophes, without as many large and more costly events, such as major hurricanes that make
U.S. landfall.


Improvements in early warning systems and emergency preparedness also may have played a role in
preventing deaths from natural catastrophes, which in 2014 had one of the lowest counts on record.


“Such progress in local prevention and mitigation measures bodes well: it will help strengthen local
resilience to natural disasters in the future, especially if climate change leads to more frequent
catastrophic events,” Lucia Bevere, a senior catastrophe data analyst at Swiss Re, said in a blog post.


Senate Bill to Include Authorization for Interim Nuclear Waste Storage Sites


Posted March 25, 2015, 3:34 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Senate appropriators will include language that would authorize the Energy Department to develop
interim nuclear waste storage sites as part of a fiscal year 2016 energy and water spending bill, Sen.
Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.) said today.


The language will be similar to a measure included in previous spending bills that would have allowed
the Energy Department to develop a pilot program to construct “one or more” consolidated facilities to
provide interim storage for spent nuclear fuel from commercial power plants, Alexander said during a
budget hearing by an Appropriations Committee subcommittee.


“I want to make sure we have a strong future in this country for nuclear power. It's essential we have
a place to store used nuclear fuel,” said Alexander, the chairman of the Subcommittee on Energy and
Water Development.


The concept of allowing interim nuclear waste storage sites is supported by Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-
Calif.), the subcommittee's ranking member, as well as by the Nuclear Energy Institute, an industry group
whose members include nuclear reactor operators Exelon Corp. and Southern Co.


Michigan Plant Not Exempt From Air Rule, Sixth Circuit Holds


Posted March 25, 2015, 3:22 P.M. ET


By Rebecca Wilhelm


St. Marys Cement Inc. is not exempt from an Environmental Protection Agency rule requiring the
company to retrofit one of its plants with the best available retrofit technology (BART) to control emissions
of nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxide, a federal appeals court ruled yesterday.


The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit held that St. Marys forfeited the exemption argument
by failing to raise the issue during the notice-and-comment review process. St. Marys first raised questions
about its plant’s BART-eligibility after the public comment period closed and after the EPA rejected the
company’s technical objections to the retrofitting requirement.


In December 2012, the EPA developed a federal implementation plan under the Clean Air Act to reduce
regional haze in Michigan, which required St. Marys to install BART at its Charlevoix, Mich., plant.


St. Marys filed an administrative petition for reconsideration in January 2013, asserting that the
retrofit rules only apply to sources that went into operation between 1962 and 1977, and that its plant was
reconstructed after 1977 and therefore not subject to the retrofit technology requirement. The Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality supported the company’s petition.
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However, the EPA rejected St. Marys' petition and told the company to comply with the federal
implementation plan. The agency determined that the BART exemption only applies to reconstructed
sources that have complied with prevention of significant deterioration requirements.


Lifting U.S. Oil Export Ban Won’t Raise Consumers' Gasoline Prices: Study


Posted March 25, 2015, 2:38 P.M. ET


By Dawn Kopecki


Lifting a 40-year-old ban on U.S. oil exports won’t lead to higher gasoline prices for consumers at the
pump, according to a study.


The export ban distorts crude prices in the U.S., where domestic production has surged, according to
the study released today by the James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy at Rice University. Its
conclusions support oil producers who are pressuring Congress and the Obama administration to lift the
ban amid a slump that has seen prices fall by about 50 percent since June.


U.S. oil sells for an average of about $8 a barrel less than the global benchmark. Because refined
products such as gasoline, which can be exported, trade in parity with international products, lifting the
crude export ban won’t raise gasoline prices, Kenneth Medlock, author of the study and a fellow at the
Baker Institute, said in a statement.


“The discounted prices of oil produced in the U.S. are not reflected in U.S. gasoline and refined product
prices,” Medlock said. “Thus, removing the crude export ban, although it would raise the price of crude oil
domestically, would not increase the price of gasoline in the U.S.”


Ending the ban also would boost U.S. energy security by providing a more secure source of crude to
world markets, Medlock said.


About a dozen U.S. drilling executives, including ConocoPhillips Chief Executive Officer Ryan Lance,
were in Washington earlier in March trying to persuade White House officials and lawmakers to lift the ban,
according to two people familiar with the meetings.


Their efforts so far have failed to produce a significant move in Congress to allow exports.


©2015 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission.


NRC Proposes Change in Low-Level Radioactive Waste Requirements


Posted March 25, 2015, 1:56 P.M. ET


By Rebecca Kern


A Nuclear Regulatory Commission proposed rule aims to change the low-level radioactive waste
disposal facilities requirements affecting LLRW disposal licensees or license applicants.


The proposed rule would amend the commission's regulations on LLRW disposal facilities to require
new site-specific technical analyses and, based on these analyses, to develop criteria for low-level
radioactive waste acceptance.


The intention of the proposal is to ensure that LLRW that differs from waste addressed in the current
regulations—including depleted uranium and other unanalyzed waste streams—is disposed of safely and
meets land disposal performance objectives.


The commission also released an accompanying draft guidance document to help facilitate licensee's
implementation of the proposed amendments and help regulatory authorities in their technical analysis
reviews.


Comments on the proposed rule are due in late June.


Ontario Moves to Severely Restrict Neonicotinoid Use


Posted March 25, 2015, 1:52 P.M. ET


By Peter Menyasz


In a move it said is intended to protect bees and other pollinators, Ontario is proposing to severely
restrict the sale and use of neonicotinoid-treated seeds.


The provincial government said it aims to cut the use of corn and soybean seeds treated with the
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insecticide by 80 percent by 2017.


Proposed regulatory amendments would make seeds treated with neonicotinoids imidacloprid,
clothianidin or thiamethoxam a new class of pesticides and establish rules for their sale and use, the
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change said in a notice on the province's Environmental
Registry.


“A comprehensive Pollinator Health Action Plan would improve the state of pollinator health in Ontario
and strengthen their populations. The plan we are proposing to develop will promote a sustainable food
supply, healthy ecosystems and a strong economy,” the ministry said. “As a first step, the province is
proposing a change in the pesticides regulation to address the impact that pesticide exposure is having on
pollinator health.”


The proposal is open to public comment through May 7. If adopted, the regulations would take effect
July 1.
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 Latest News   BNA Insights    PDF LINK Search Full Publication     


Afternoon Briefing -- Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Foxx Announces Crude-by-Rail Tank Car, Operation Proposals


Posted July 23, 2014, 11:47 A.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx announced today the release of new tank car design and
operational standards for shipment of highly flammable liquids, including crude oil and ethanol.


The proposal, which was released as a Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration
proposed rule and a PHMSA advance notice of proposed rulemaking, would require within two years the
phaseout of older DOT-111 tank cars for transporting highly flammable liquids such as most Bakken crude,
unless the tank cars are retrofitted to new, yet-to-be-determined performance specifications.


The proposal, open for comment for 60 days, would also implement new standards for cars
constructed after Oct. 1, 2015. The department requested comment on which of three proposed tank car
standards should be used.


These standards would vary regarding the required thickness of the tank car's steel—9/16 inch steel or
7/16 inch steel—and whether the tank cars should be required to have electronically controlled pneumatic
brakes and rollover protection. The proposal would also limit tank car speeds, require routing assessments
by carriers and enhance braking standards.


Foxx also said that Bakken shale region crude oil is more volatile than other lighter crudes, according
to a PHMSA study released today.


McCarthy Defends EPA's Carbon Rule as Republicans Question Authority


Posted July 23, 2014, 12:21 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency did not exceed its statutory authority when it proposed carbon
dioxide emissions standards for existing power plants, Administrator Gina McCarthy told the Senate
Environment and Public Works Committee today.


Senate Republicans pressed McCarthy over the agency's legal authority to propose the rule,
questioning whether toxic air pollutant emissions standards already issued for power plants bar the EPA
from also regulating carbon dioxide. Republicans also questioned whether the EPA would have the power
to require states to invest in renewable generation or operate fossil fuel-fired power plants less as part of
federal implementation plans if the state plans are deemed insufficient.
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McCarthy defended the flexibility provided to states as part of the EPA's proposed rule. The rule would
allow states to choose from any number of compliance strategies to achieve their unique emissions rate,
she said.


“This is the most respectful rule at the federal level I've ever been involved with,” McCarthy said.


The EPA anticipates its proposal could reduce carbon dioxide emissions from the existing fleet of power
plants by 30 percent from 2005 levels by 2030 at a cost to the power industry of $5.4 billion to $8.8 billion
in 2030 (79 Fed. Reg. 34,959).


Utility Says Former EPA Official Can Serve as Expert Witness


Posted July 23, 2014, 3:17 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


The Justice Department has failed to show any reason why former Environmental Protection Agency
official Jeffrey Holmstead should be disqualified as an expert witness in an enforcement case, according
the utility Ameren Missouri.


Ameren Missouri, in an opposition document, said that none of the arguments raised by the DOJ
satisfy the criteria for disqualifying an expert witness under Missouri's Rules of Professional Conduct, which
govern lawyers' conduct. Holmstead served as EPA assistant administrator for air and radiation in the
administration of President George W. Bush.


The DOJ's main objection is Holmstead's reliance on his “confidential” information obtained at internal
EPA meetings on the development of the new source review program. In a May expert report, Holmstead
said that the “regulated hours” methodology for analyzing a power plant's emissions wasn't mentioned
during development of new source review program and using that method is not consistent with the
agency's new source review regulations.


Ameren Missouri seeks to use Holmstead as a witness in a challenge to EPA enforcement action related
to the modification of two coal-fired electricity generating units at the company's Rush Island Plant.


Court Rules Commonwealth Edison Must Source Power From FutureGen


Posted July 23, 2014, 3:12 P.M. ET


An Illinois appeals court panel has ruled the state's primary utility regulator holds authority to compel
electric utilities to enter into sourcing agreements with FutureGen Industrial Alliance Inc., which hopes to
construct a near zero-emission coal-fired power plant in Southern Illinois.


The First District Illinois Court of Appeals yesterday affirmed an order of the Illinois Commerce
Commission requiring Commonwealth Edison Co. to source electric power from the proposed FutureGen
2.0 facility in Meredosia, Ill. The court ruled ComEd must source energy for its own eligible retail
customers and for the retail customers of approximately 70 alternative retail electric suppliers, and then
recoup its costs through a “competitively neutral” charge.


The ruling will force consumers to pay higher electric power rates to subsidize the experimental
FutureGen plant. FutureGen Alliance is planning to modernize boiler units at the Meredosia Energy Center
with oxy-combustion technology to capture 90 percent of carbon emissions and reduce other emissions to
near-zero levels. Capital costs for the project are estimated at $1.65 billion.


Senate Committee to Hold Hearing on Climate Change, Federal Budget


Posted July 23, 2014, 3:34 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) has scheduled a July 29 Budget Committee hearing on the economic and
budgetary consequences of climate change, according to a notice posted on the committee's website.


The hearing will focus on “how climate change is not only an environmental and economic challenge,
but also increasingly a fiscal challenge, and will examine how failing to mitigate the risks associated with
climate change will affect the U.S. federal budget,” the notice said.


Witnesses scheduled to testify include Mindy Lubber, president of Ceres, an advocacy group that
pushes for sustainable investing, and Alfredo Gomez, the Government Accountability Office's director of
Natural Resources and Environment, according to the committee.
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Bill Would Shield Utilities From Environmental Laws in Emergencies


Posted July 23, 2014, 3:42 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


Utilities directed by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to increase electricity production to
meet a surge in demand would be shielded from being cited for violating environmental laws, under a
Senate bill.


The Grid Reliability Act of 2014 (S. 2620), introduced by Missouri Sens. Roy Blunt (R) and Claire
McCaskill (D), mirrors a bill that passed the House in 2013. The Senate bill would essentially exempt
power plants from environmental statutes if ordered under section 202(c) of the Federal Power Act to
generate more power to meet increased demand.


“Putting utilities in between regulators with conflicting rules, leaving them with no choice but to violate
the law is an unacceptable way for our government to operate,” Blunt said in a media statement. The
House approved similar legislation, the Resolving Environmental and Grid Reliability Conflicts Act (H.R.
271), in May 2013 by voice vote. The bill was authored by Rep. Pete Olson (R-Texas).


DHS to Launch Reform Push on Chemical Security Program


Posted July 23, 2014, 10:43 A.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


The Department of Homeland Security will “very shortly” release an advance notice of proposed
rulemaking seeking input on how to reform the agency's chemical security program, a senior official said
July 23.


Caitlin Durkovich, assistant homeland security secretary for infrastructure protection, said the
Department of Homeland Security will accept public comment for 60 days and host a series of listening
sessions nationwide on potential reforms to the Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards program.


Durkovich also said the Senate needs to move a multiyear reauthorization of the program and urged
chemical industry attendees of the Chemical Sector Security Summit in Baltimore to push the Senate to
act. The House moved a three-year program reauthorization earlier this month (H.R. 4007).


“We are continuing to work with the Senate toward a longer-term authorization,” Durkovich said. “We
need to get this done.”


Critics of the program in Congress have complained about the slow pace of approvals for facility
security plans.


Risk Reduction Strategy Needed for Coastal Communities: Report


Posted July 23, 2014, 3:38 P.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


A new national strategy is needed to more systematically and proactively reduce flood risks from
coastal storm surges along the East and Gulf Coasts of the U.S., according to a report released today by
the National Research Council.


The report says the federal government should work with state and local agencies to develop and
implement a strategy that shifts the U.S. from a nation that is primarily reactive to coastal disasters to one
that “invests wisely” in coastal risk reduction and builds resilience in coastal communities.


Economic losses related to hurricanes and coastal storms have increased substantially over the past
century, largely due to growth in population and development in the most vulnerable areas. Climate
change exacerbates this trend, posing additional threats to coastal communities from sea-level rise and
possible increases in the strength of the most intense hurricanes.


House Panel Highlights States’ Use of Technologies for Compliance


Posted July 23, 2014, 3:06 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


State regulatory officials from Arizona, Massachusetts and Arkansas told a House Energy and
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Commerce subcommittee today that electronic reporting and other technology improvements have helped
them boost productivity and streamline regulatory requirements in an era of declining resources.


Henry Darwin, director of the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, said the DEQ had taken a
page from corporate LEAN management approaches—continuous improvement programs adopted by
companies including Toyota, Caterpillar and DuPont to boost productivity and efficiency—and applied it to
the regulatory arena. The state DEQ, for example, is allowing permit applications and supporting
documents to be submitted online, Darwin said at a Subcommittee on Environment and the Economy
hearing.


Inspectors in DEQ’s Regulated Storage Tanks Division were given laptop tablets to enter data during
inspections and to allow company officials to electronically sign completed inspection forms, Darwin
said.


The Environmental Protection Agency did not testify at the hearing but submitted testimony
highlighting the e-enterprise program, an EPA-state effort to streamline and upgrade shared permitting
data. Ohio has already made progress under the effort by launching its electronic Discharge Monitoring
Report Submission system, which uses electronic reporting to allow permit applicants to report discharges
quickly online, according to the agency.


Pingree, DeFazio Seek to Rally Opposition to Dow 2,4-D Product


Posted July 23, 2014, 2:38 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


Reps. Chellie Pingree (D-Maine) and Peter DeFazio (D-Ore.) have asked other members of Congress to
join them in formally opposing the approval of Dow AgroScience's Enlist™ system, which includes corn and
soybeans that are modified for resistance to the herbicides 2,4 dichlorophenoxyacetic acid, commonly
known as 2,4-D, and glyphosate.


The representatives, in a letter provided to the public during a congressional briefing today, asked
their colleagues to sign onto a letter to Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy and
Agricultural Secretary Tom Vilsack that objects to the potential approval of Dow's Enlist Duo herbicide and
Enlist line of crops.


The letter identifies “significant threats” associated with the potential widespread adoption of 2,4-D
tolerant crops, including increased use of a herbicide that has been linked to cancer and Parkinson's
disease.


Approval of the Enlist system is widely supported by agricultural groups, which say the product is
needed to help control glyphosate-resistant weeds. The USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
has proposed to deregulate, a de facto approval, Dow's Enlist corn and soybeans, while the EPA has
proposed to register Enlist Duo, the herbicide that would be used on those crops.


Southern Co. Chief Hints at New Nuclear Project by Year's End


Posted July 23, 2014, 1:51 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Southern Co. may announce the construction of a nuclear power plant later this year, Tom Fanning,
chairman and chief executive officer of the Atlanta-based utility, said today during remarks at an energy
forum in Washington.


“I would love to announce by the end of this year the development of a new nuclear option,” Fanning
told reporters after speaking at an energy innovation conference held by the Bipartisan Policy Center. “If
things continue to look forward maybe we will.”


Fanning said the potential project would be similar to the company’s Georgia Power Co. Vogtle plant in
Georgia, which is constructing nuclear reactors designed by Toshiba Corp.’s Westinghouse Electric unit,
and was the recipient of $6.5 billion in loan guarantees backed by the Energy Department.


“When you think about nuclear, you want to provide for more sites and we have about six sites that
are suitable for new nuclear development, so it would be one of those six,” Fanning said, declining to
provide more details.


Inherently Safer Technology Rules Not Imminent, EPA Official Says


Posted July 23, 2014, 10:46 A.M. ET
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By Anthony Adragna


The Environmental Protection Agency will solicit several rounds of feedback before considering whether
to mandate the use of certain inherently safer technologies at industrial facilities, an EPA official said July
23.


Nitin Natarajan, deputy assistant administrator for solid waste and emergency response, said the EPA
will issue an alert outlining current industry practices and would then develop voluntary guidance before
considering regulatory actions on inherently safer technologies.


The EPA will accept public comment on both the alert and the voluntary guidance, Natarajan said.


The agency also intends to publish a request for information on modernizing its Risk Management
Program by the end of the month, Natarajan said. Potential revisions to the program include revising the
list of chemicals covered by it, adding categories of facilities, clarifying existing requirements and other
steps related to risk reduction.
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Three can't-miss technical sessions at the PEI Convention. Not yet registered? Click here!     


EMV on the Forecourt: Be sure to attend
this session if you're involved in or affected by the EMV
migration. Key players in the industry with significant
experience dealing with EMV will take part in a panel
discussing the complicated process of EMV
implementation and compliance. The outlook? It won't
be easy, it will take longer than anticipated
and resources will be stretched further than expected.
Learn about the hardware roll out, software certification,
logistics coordination for go-live and connectivity, and
find out why backward compatibility may be key to
implementation.


Read more about the EMV session here. 


*Tuesday, Oct. 13, 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM 


Review of New UST Regulations:
Carolyn Hoskinson, director of the EPA Office of
Underground Storage Tanks (OUST), and
representatives from OUST's Release Prevention
division will discuss the new UST regulations—


From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Gerber, Linda; Haerer, Ryan; Miller, Paul; Smith, TimR
Subject: PEI/NACS: here"s how they described our session on the regs in case you didn"t see it.
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 12:53:14 PM


Front and center are the new UST regs. Carolyn Hoskinson and her associates from the
U.S. EPA Office of Underground Storage Tanks (OUST) will be on-site at the PEI
Convention, in Las Vegas on October 11 - 14, 2015, to talk about the recently released
regulations--the ins and outs of the complexities regarding timing and compliance, and
answers to frequently asked questions. The group will present in the morning on the
12th and will follow-up in the afternoon with an hour Q&A in the PEI 1-on-1 Pavilion.
Joining Carolyn will be Linda Gerber, Paul Miller, Tim Smith and Ryan Haerer.
 


From: Petroleum Equipment Institute [mailto:info=pei.org@mail225.atl101.mcdlv.net] On Behalf Of
Petroleum Equipment Institute
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2015 12:31 PM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Subject: The Latest News on the PEI Convention
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answering many of the most oft-asked questions and
clarifying the more complex aspects of the new
regulations relating to implementation time frames and
compliance issues.


Read more about the tank regulations session here.
 
*Monday, Oct. 12, 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM 


Industry Issues & Updates: Join Jeff
Leiter of Leiter & Cramer PLLC and Lorri Grainawi of the
Steel Tank Institute for a session covering new
legislation, regulations and research relating to issues of
importance to PEI members. Topics will include updates
on research regarding ULSD and corrosion, RFS, and
other industry regulatory issues, such as the proposed
overtime regulations.


Read more about the tank regulations session here.
 
*Monday, Oct. 12, 9:15 AM - 10:15 AM 


Not yet registered for Convention?
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Instagram


Google Plus
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Canada Proposes Changing VOC Designation
Of 16 Substances to Align With U.S. Approach
Canada has proposed removing 16 substances from its definition
of volatile organic compounds to correspond with how the U.S.
regulates smog-producing compounds....


Biotechnology
Food Industry to Appeal Decision
In Vermont GMO Labeling Case
The food and beverage industry plans to appeal the recent federal
court decision that denied its motion to block the Vermont law
mandating the labeling of genetically modified food (Grocery
Manufacturers Association v. Sorrell, D. Vt., No....


Chemicals
India, Russia Oppose UN Proposal for New
International Curbs on Persistent Toxins
India and Russia opposed a UN proposal for new restrictions on a
trio of persistent organic pollutants during a May 6 meeting of the
Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions. ...


Chemicals
Safety Board Moves to Rescind Consolidation
Of Power, Boost Transparency, Accountability
In the first public meeting since the resignation of former
chairman Rafael Moure-Eraso, the Chemical Safety and Hazard
Investigation Board boosted transparency and restored internal
checks and balances by passing a series of governance...


Chesapeake Bay
Report: Keeping Livestock Out of Streams
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Great for Restoration but Challenges Abound
Farm conservation practices that keep livestock away from
streams and provide them with alternate sources of clean water
can be cost-effective and significantly reduce nutrient and
sediment pollution in the Chesapeake Bay watershed, according...


Climate Change
Global Carbon Dioxide Levels Climb
Above Symbolic Milestone, NOAA Says
The monthly average concentration of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere has for the first time on a global basis crossed the
symbolic milestone of 400 parts per million, according to new
data from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration....


Climate Regulation
Clean Power Plan Expected to Prompt
New York to Invest in Energy Infrastructure
New York state will need to invest a significant amount of money
into energy infrastructure such as natural gas pipelines if the
Environmental Protection Agency's Clean Power Plan is
implemented, Stephen Whitley, president and chief...


Climate Regulation
EPA Publishes Rule on Greenhouse Gas Permitting
A process for states to rescind some greenhouse gas permits will
be published in the Federal Resister May 7 as a direct final rule by
the Environmental Protection Agency. The direct final rule (RIN
2060-AS57), which will take effect July 6, will...


Drinking Water
Harmful Exposure Limits for Cyanotoxins
Called For by EPA; Full Advisories Expected
A health advisory recommending what would be considered safe
concentrations of two cyanotoxins in drinking water supplies was
released May 6 by the Environmental Protection Agency. ...


Endangered Species
BLM Took ‘Hard Look' at Impacts of Ivanpah
Solar Farm on Species, Ninth Circuit Rules
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit refused to revive a
lawsuit challenging the Interior Department's approval of the
Ivanpah Solar Energy Generating Station, a utility-scale solar
facility in the Mojave Desert (W. Watersheds...


Endangered Species
Nine Senate Bills Serve to Launch Debate
On Changes for Endangered Species Act
A debate on reform of the Endangered Species Act was kicked off
May 6 with a Senate hearing on a set of bills that in some cases
address local issues but in other cases offer systematic changes
in the act....


Energy
Integrating New Distributed Energy Resources
Into Grid Continues to Challenge Regulators
Regulators of electric utilities need to adapt to newer distributed
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energy resources while still ensuring grid reliability, public utility
experts said at a May 6 Energy Bar Association meeting....


Energy
U.K. Election Offers Voters Divergent Views 
On Renewable Investments, Environment
The U.K.’s main political parties offer voters in the May 7 general
election divergent views on some key environmental issues and
the outcome could bring some clarity about the country's support
for renewable energy, analysts...


Hazardous Waste
Draft EPA Guidance Issued for Extending 
Post-Closure Care at Hazardous Waste Sites
The Environmental Protection Agency has released draft guidance
to help regulators decide whether additional post-closure care is
required for hazardous waste disposal facilities under the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act. ...


Hazmat Transport
BNSF Railway Oil-Train Crash Sparks Fire,
Evacuation of Residents in North Dakota
A BNSF Railway train carrying crude oil derailed in North Dakota,
setting several tank cars on fire and prompting the evacuation of
nearby residents, U.S. and local authorities said....


Hazmat Transport
Foxx Should Issue Emergency Order
On Crude-by-Rail Disclosure, Senators Say
The disclosure requirements within a final Transportation
Department rule governing crude-by-rail transport are a
"setback" for emergency response efforts and must be remedied
through an emergency order, Sen. Maria Cantwell...


Hazmat Transport
Sen. Cantwell, Others Want DOT to Amend 
Safety Reporting Provisions in Tank Car Rule
Requirements for the disclosure of information to emergency
responders that are included in a recently released final rule on
new oil tank car standards are "insufficient" and should be
amended, Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.) said...


International Climate
Carbon Policy Differences Among Nations 
Could Be a Strength, UN Climate Chief Says
Countries choosing very different domestic policies to fight
climate change could be a positive development—as long as they
are all committed to seriously reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, United Nations climate chief Christiana...


International Climate
Projects to Reduce Emissions Stay Dirty as
Pollution-Credit Values Tumble 98 Percent
For more than a decade, a small Hamburg consulting company
thrived by using technology to cut nitrous oxide emissions at
fertilizer plants in developing nations. For that, it was awarded
United Nations pollution credits that it then sold to...
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International Climate
U.S. Seeks ‘Robust and Transparent’ Targets
For Cutting Emissions in Paris Climate Deal
The Obama administration has stepped up its outreach efforts in
the Senate in the run-up to a year-end summit where the U.S.
hopes to get a global climate agreement rooted in "robust and
transparent emissions reduction targets," a...


Mining
House Panel to Hold Hearing on STREAM Act
A House Natural Resources subcommittee will hold a hearing May
14 on a bill that would delay promulgation of a stream protection
rule by the Interior Department's surface mining agency, the
Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources...


Oil & Gas
Bills on Cross-Border Energy Projects,
Pipeline Permits Focus of Senate Hearing
Legislation to expedite decisions on international energy projects
such as the Keystone XL oil pipeline and a bill to speed up the
federal approval process of oil and gas pipelines are among the
measures expected to be considered during a Senate...


Oil & Gas
U.S. Could Join Biggest Oil Exporters
If Ban Lifted, EIA-Backed Study Finds
The U.S. could become one of the world’s largest oil exporters if
domestic production continues to surge and policy makers lift a
four-decade ban that keeps most crude from leaving the country,
a government-sponsored study shows....


Pipeline Safety
Updated LNG Facility User Fee 68 Percent
Lower than Initial Proposal, PHMSA Says
The federal pipeline safety office will implement a user fee for
liquefied natural gas facilities that is 68 percent lower than it
initially expected to charge, according to an agency notice to be
published in the Federal Register May 7....


Regulatory Policy
With Changes, Democrats Flock to Support
Streamlined Permitting Bill; Floor Vote Eyed
A bill to cut environmental permitting delays blamed for stalling
big infrastructure and energy projects was approved May 6 by the
Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee
with the unanimous support of Democrats....


Renewable Energy
Ancient Greek Technology May Have 
Edge Over Tesla's Storage Batteries
A technology used in ancient Greece to power clocks and fire a
cannon is undergoing a revival as the world searches for better
ways to store energy from wind turbines and solar panels....


Science Policy
Integrity of USDA Science on Pollinators
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Called Into Question by Environmental Groups
A group of 28 environmental and social justice organizations is
casting doubt on the integrity of the Agriculture Department's
scientific work on pollinators and other issues....


Solid Waste
Hoeven to ‘Definitely' Push Coal Ash Bill,
Possibly as Amendment to Energy Bill
Sen. John Hoeven (R-N.D.) told Bloomberg BNA May 6 he will
"definitely" push legislation on the management and disposal of
coal ash this year but remains undecided on whether to do so
through standalone legislation or as an amendment...


Vehicle Fuels
EPA Sends Renewable Fuel Standard Rule
To White House for Review, Industries Say
The White House is currently reviewing an Environmental
Protection Agency rule that would set three years' worth of
renewable fuels blending mandates in a bid to bring that lagging
program back on schedule....


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


MAY 6 FEDERAL REGISTER


MAY 7 FEDERAL REGISTER
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Latest Developments


Obama Directs EPA to Cut Methane From Landfills, Coal Mines on Federal Lands


Posted March 28, 2014, 12:20 P.M. ET


The White House today unveiled its strategy to cut methane emissions that will include new rules to
cut the greenhouse gas emitted from landfills and coal mining sites operating on public lands.


The methane strategy—the latest step in President Barack Obama’s climate action plan—puts off a
decision on regulating methane from the oil and gas sector. The EPA will continue to study the issue but
will decide whether to pursue rules this fall; if it goes forward they would be finalized by the end of
2016.


The EPA methane limits for new landfills are to be proposed this summer, but the EPA will seek more
input to decide whether to regulate existing landfills. Obama’s strategy would address emissions from
mines on public lands with publication of a Bureau of Land Management advance notice of proposed
rulemaking—the earliest regulatory step—in April 2014.


Methane Plan Calls for EPA to Evaluate Controls Once Deemed Unnecessary


Posted March 28, 2014, 4:13 P.M. ET


A White House plan that requires the Environmental Protection Agency to consider ways to further
reduce methane emissions from oil and natural gas wells represents a policy reversal for the agency,
which had previously argued direct regulation of the pollutant was unnecessary.


Advocates of regulating methane emissions from wells that have been hydraulically fractured say that
new data have become available since the EPA issued its new source performance standards and national
emissions standards for hazardous air pollutants for oil and natural gas wells in 2012. That could lead the
agency to directly regulate methane emissions, they said.


“They understand they left a good bit of emission reduction potential on the table when they issued
that,” Conrad Schneider, advocacy director for the Clean Air Task Force, told Bloomberg BNA March 28.
“The administration is looking for additional ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.”


The White House directed the EPA to explore opportunities to further reduce methane emissions from
the oil and natural gas sector as part of a methane-reduction strategy released March 28. The plan
requires the agency to issue a series of white papers this year soliciting input on options for further-
reducing methane emissions from the oil and natural gas wells and, if deemed necessary, finalize any
regulations in 2016.


The EPA issued new source performance standards and national emissions standards for hazardous air
pollutants for oil and natural gas well rules in 2012. While the controls required as part of those rules are
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expected to reduce emissions of methane, the agency did not directly regulate the pollutant. (77 Fed. Reg.
49,490).


EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy, who was then the assistant administrator for air and radiation, had
said in 2012 that no controls were available to reduce methane emissions beyond what would be achieved
in the rules.


Republicans Introduce Bills to Reform Species Act as ‘Starting Point'


Posted March 28, 2014, 12:02 P.M. ET


Republicans introduced four bills March 27 to reform the Endangered Species Act in what the
lawmakers described as modest first steps.


The bills were unveiled on the same day that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service added another
prominent species, the lesser prairie chicken, to the list of threatened species that will receive federal
protections.


H.R. 4315 would mandate public disclosure of data and science used for a listing decision. H.R. 4316
would require disclosure of litigation costs, including awards of attorneys' fees. H.R. 4317 would require
closer work with states, including consideration of state data and sharing of federal data with states. H.R.
4318 would cap attorneys' fees at $125 an hour.


“These are very simple, straightforward, and common sense bills and provide a good starting point as
we begin the legislative process for improving the Endangered Species Act,” said Rep. Doc Hastings (R-
Wash.), author of one of the bills and chairman of the House Natural Resources Committee, in a March 27
statement.


The bills fall within the jurisdiction of Hastings' committee, which scheduled an April 8 hearing on the
bills.


Rep. Levin Says Extension of Renewable Energy Credit Not Automatic


Posted March 28, 2014, 12:03 P.M. ET


An extension of the renewable energy production tax credit isn't “automatically a given,” Rep. Sandy
Levin (D-Mich.), the top Democrat on the House Ways and Means Committee, told a forum held by the
American Council on Renewable Energy March 28.


“Last time it was renewed kind of in the dark at the last minute and that was better than nothing,”
Levin said of the credit, which provides 2.3 cents per kilowatt hour for wind and other renewable sources
of energy and expired at the end of 2013.


Meanwhile, Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.), speaking at the same conference, was more optimistic,
saying “there is highly likely to be extension” of the credit.


Agencies Choose Science Over Metrics for Water ‘Significant Nexus' Test


Posted March 28, 2014, 4:01 P.M. ET


Despite calls by Western states as well as the building, mining and agriculture industry, the Obama
administration has chosen not to quantify the “significance” of a nexus between geographically isolated
wetlands and other similarly situated waters and downstream navigable waters and wetlands, and their
tributaries, interstate waters and territorial seas in its proposed rule asserting Clean Water Act
jurisdiction.


Instead, the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers are proposing to
establish significant nexus determination by documenting the scientific studies and evidence that
concludes “which functions are provided by the waters and why their effects on a traditional navigable
water, interstate water, or the territorial seas are significant, including that they are more than speculative
or insubstantial.”


At issue is the so-called “significant nexus” test articulated by U. S. Supreme Court Justice Anthony
Kennedy in Rapanos v. United States (547 U.S. 715, 62 ERC 1481 (2006)). The agencies are proposing to
use the Kennedy test in the proposed “waters of the United States” rule to determine on a case by case
basis whether geographically isolated wetlands, and other isolated waters, that either alone or in the
aggregate could affect the physical, biological and chemical integrity of downstream navigable waters,
territorial seas or interstate waters. The proposed rule was announced March 25 but hasn't yet been
published.







In that rule, the agency and the corps said they did not propose “absolute standards” such as flow
rates, surface acres or a minimum number of functions for “other waters,” or a category of waters that
includes geographically isolated wetlands, and “similarly situated” waters either found alone in or in
combination in the uplands.


“The determination of the relationship of ‘other waters' to traditional navigable waters, interstate
waters, and the territorial seas, and consequently the significance to those waters, requires sufficient
flexibility to account for the variability of conditions across the country and the varied functions that
different waters provide,” they said.


McCarthy Says Administration ‘Committed to Biofuels' Despite Proposed Reduction


Posted March 28, 2014, 4:00 P.M. ET


The Obama administration “remains committed to biofuels” in spite of a proposed rule that would roll
back the biofuel mandates in the Environmental Protection Agency's 2014 renewable fuel standard, the
agency's administrator, Gina McCarthy, said March 28.


“This administration remains committed to biofuels despite the fact that people have concerns about
our proposal,” McCarthy said at a forum held by the American Council on Renewable Energy. “What our
proposal attempted to do and what it will do in the final is continue incentives for the increase of
biofuels.”


The agency proposed in November 2013 a first-time reduction in the standard by requiring petroleum
refiners and importers blend 15.21 billion gallons of renewable fuels in 2014, well under the 18.15 billion
gallons Congress mandated for next year under the 2007 Energy Independence and Security Act (Pub. L.
No. 110-140).


Senate Judiciary Committee Advances Cruden Nomination for Assistant Attorney
General


Posted March 28, 2014, 3:17 P.M. ET


The Senate Judiciary Committee voted March 27 to advance John Cruden's nomination to be assistant
attorney general for environment and natural resources.


The nomination advanced by voice vote, although Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) asked to be recorded on the
record as a no vote, committee spokeswoman Jessica Brady told Bloomberg BNA March 28.


Cruden's nomination now moves to the full Senate for consideration.


During his confirmation hearing Feb. 25, Cruden told the committee he would focus on enforcing and
defending the nation's environmental laws and policies, but he did not cite any specific actions he would
take. Cruden also cited stewardship of natural resources and public lands and Native American rights as
other key areas on which he would focus.


Cruden was nominated Dec. 19 and would replace Ignacia Moreno, who stepped down in June 2013.
Robert Dreher has been the acting assistant attorney general.


Cruden is the president of the nonprofit Environmental Law Institute, and he previously worked at the
Justice Department.


N.Y. Seeks Updates to EPA Response Plans Covering Oil Spills


Posted March 28, 2014, 3:15 P.M. ET


Action by the Environmental Protection Agency is needed to revisit decades-old contingency and
response plans for crude oil spills in New York, with particular attention to the environmentally sensitive
eastern Great Lakes and Hudson River Estuary, the state Department of Environmental Conservation
said.


In a March 24 letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy, state DEC Commissioner Joe Martens urged
the agency to exercise its statutory duty to take the lead in updating and expanding the existing Inland
Area Contingency Plan (IACP) for New York and developing General Response Plans (GRPs) for critical
locations.


The letter, which called for expedited efforts for a “long overdue” review, was part of a package of new
state steps on crude oil spills announced March 27 by Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo (D).


Under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, Martens said, the agency is responsible for maintaining IACPs and







developing GRPs for “resources that may be especially sensitive to the risk of oil spills.”


Environmental sensitivity maps for the Great Lakes and Hudson areas must be updated for the
potential impact of crude oil transportation, and Area Contingency Plans for coastal areas of the state must
be revised, the state said.


Canadian Commercial Lender to Offer Green Bonds


Posted March 28, 2014, 3:11 P.M. ET


Toronto-Dominion Bank said it is the first Canadian commercial lender to sell a so-called green bond,
offering a C$500 million ($454 million) debt security tied to funding environmental initiatives.


The TD Green Bond matures April 3, 2017, and offers an investment that supports environmental
mandates while providing a market rate of return, Canada's largest bank by assets said March 28 in a
statement.


“The green bond market is at the relatively early stages of evolution,” said Patrick Meneley, vice
chairman of investment banking at the Toronto-based firm's TD Securities unit, which is sole lead on the
offering. The issue “helps to further develop the green bond market for investors,” he said.


Green bonds are similar to traditional bonds except that their proceeds are used exclusively to finance
environmental projects. They are issued by governments, private corporations, banks and international
financing institutions such as the World Bank, which had its first offering in 2008.


© 2014 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission.


West Coast Pact Affords Optimism for Climate Policies, Official Says


Posted March 28, 2014, 3:57 P.M. ET


An agreement signed in October 2013 by the governors of California, Oregon and Washington and the
leader of British Columbia to collaborate on climate policies could produce a consistent fueling
infrastructure for electric vehicles on the West Coast, California Environmental Protection Agency Secretary
Matt Rodriquez said March 27.


Five months after the signing, the Pacific Coast Collaborative has yet to yield any specific project or
program, but each of the jurisdictions believes the partnership offers opportunities to increase the impacts
of their individual initiatives, Rodriquez and representatives of Oregon and Washington said at the opening
plenary session of the Navigating the American Carbon World conference in the San Francisco.


“There is power in unity,’’ Oregon's representative, Cylvia Hayes, founder and chief executive officer of
the Oregon-based clean economy consulting company 3EStrategy and the wife of Oregon Gov. John
Kitzhaber (D), told the conference.


Another initiative could involve harmonizing the energy efficiency standards for appliances among the
jurisdictions and addressing ocean acidification, Hayes said in the session, “Leading a Charge on the West
Coast: The Pacific Coast Collaborative.’’


Under the agreement, the jurisdictions agreed to align their climate policies and put a price on carbon.


Duke Energy Shareholders Seek Investigation Into Coal Ash Issues


Posted March 28, 2014, 2:45 P.M. ET


A group of Duke Energy shareholders has called upon the utility's board of directors to conduct an
independent investigation into the company's coal ash handling practices as well as related lobbying and
political activities, participants told Bloomberg BNA March 28.


The investors, which include state treasury officials, are led by the advocacy group Nathan Cummings
Foundation. They made their demand in a March 27 letter to Philip R. Sharp, chairman of the utility
board's Regulatory Policy & Operations Committee. The group said events related to the recent spill at the
utility's Dan River facility have “created serious reputational risks” that must be addressed by the utility
and its board.


On Feb. 2, thousands of tons of ash were released into the Dan River after a stormwater pipe beneath
a storage lagoon at Duke Energy facility burst. The leak was stopped, but long-term cleanup efforts are
ongoing and the utility has been cited for permit violations at its Dan River and other coal-fired
facilities.







A federal criminal investigation into state oversight of the utility and the response to the spill also has
been launched.


According to the March 27 letter sent by shareholders, their “concerns include the severity of the spill,
Duke's purported violations of numerous regulations, the lack of clarity on clean up and costs, the failure
to adequately address the future disposition of Duke's other coal ash ponds and federal criminal subpoenas
issued to Duke, the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the North
Carolina Utilities Commission. These events, and Duke's response to them, have shaken investors'
confidence in Duke and its Board.”


The board should immediately launch an investigation into the matter, provide a status report to
shareholders at the May 2 annual meeting and issue a report to investors on the findings of the
investigation and recommendations for action, the group said in its letter.
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Afternoon Briefing -- Your Preview of Today's News
The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Ammonium Nitrate, Other Chemicals Considered for EPA Risk Program


Posted July 24, 2014, 2:53 P.M. ET


By Robert Iafolla


Ammonium nitrate and other hazardous substances may be added the list of chemicals covered by an
Environmental Protection Agency regulation on preventing chemical accidents, the agency said today.


Updating the Risk Management Program's list of regulated substances is one of 19 policy and
rulemaking topics that the EPA is considering, in response to a deadly 2013 explosion at a Texas fertilizer
facility. The agency is also looking at potentially requiring a safer alternatives option analysis, mandating
buffer zones from facilities housing regulated substances and strengthening audit and maintenance
requirements.


The EPA released a 113-page document detailing the options under consideration and asking for public
input on specific questions. The agency will collect information for 90 days after it officially publishes that
request for information in the Federal Register.


Merkley Introduces Bill to Phase Out Chemicals of Special Concern


Posted July 24, 2014, 3:16 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) introduced today legislation to require the phaseout of persistent,
bioaccumulative and toxic (PBT) chemicals.


The Protecting America's Families from Toxic Chemicals Act would require the Environmental
Protection Agency to phase out uses of PBT chemicals regulated under the Toxic Substances Control Act
within five years of the bill becoming law.


Exceptions would be made for PBT chemicals deemed critical to national security and for situations in
which there are no alternatives and a phaseout would cause a significant disruption to the economy,
Merkley's office said in a description of the legislation.


Merkley said his legislation would list a number of PBTs.


That list, he said, is the chemical equivalent of a criminal “most wanted list.”


“It's time we got serious about hunting these down and getting them out of our products,” Merkley
said.
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The bill also would give the EPA authority to set the scientific criteria it would use to add to that list,
Merkley said. EPA would be given the authority of defining what standard of proof companies or sectors
would have to meet to persuade it that a chemicals use was essential to the economy or national security.


Upton to Try for Renewable Fuel Standard Reform in 2015, Aide Says


Posted July 24, 2014, 10:50 A.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Rep. Fred Upton (R-Mich.), the chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, plans to
take another stab at moving legislation that would reform the renewable fuel standard next year, a
Republican committee aide said.


While earlier committee efforts to modify the requirement stalled in 2013, the aide said that expected
litigation over the Environmental Protection Agency's yet-to-be-released blending requirements for 2014
would motivate stakeholders to “come to the table” and cooperate.


“We are working on stuff and we are optimistic,” said the aide, who was not authorized to speak on
the record, adding that Upton is “seeking a consensus approach.”


The RFS part of the 2007 Energy Independence and Security Act requires refiners to blend billions of
gallons of ethanol and other renewable fuels into the nation's motor fuel supply. The requirement is
opposed by groups representing ExxonMobil and Chevron and supported by organizations who represent
companies such as Archer-Daniels-Midland Co. and DuPont.


Senate Committee to Take Up Chemical Security Program Extension


Posted July 24, 2014, 10:41 A.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


The Senate Homeland Security and Government Affairs Committee will consider on July 30 House-
passed legislation that would reauthorize the Department of Homeland Security's chemical security
program for an additional three years, according to a committee notice.


The committee will examine H.R. 4007, which would reauthorize the Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism
Standards program. Chemical industry groups and the Department of Homeland Security have strongly
backed a reauthorization of the program.


Sen. Tom Carper (D-Del.) previously told Bloomberg BNA he was interested in advancing CFATS
reauthorization this year and was considering program reforms to address concerns raised by the
committee's ranking member, Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Okla.).


H.R. 4007 passed the House by voice vote July 8.


Pascual Notes Rapid Changes in Global Energy Supply, Demand


Posted July 24, 2014, 2:47 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


A top State Department energy official said today that an unexpected abundance of U.S. natural gas,
China’s increasing appetite for coal and increased demand for electricity in Africa are likely to affect global
energy markets profoundly over the next decade.


The changes have broad implications for U.S. energy security and prosperity but also for “the
sustainability of our planet,” a pronouncement that “may seem melodramatic” according to Carlos Pascual,
the State Department’s special envoy and coordinator for international energy affairs. But “the stakes are
that big,” Pascual, who is set to leave State in the coming weeks, said.


Pascual noted the “radical change in American energy position” over the last five years has put the
U.S. closer to energy independence than any time in recent history: Oil imports declined from 60 percent
in 2006 to an estimated 30 percent by the end of 2014, and natural gas production, shale gas, is projected
to increase from 1 percent in 2005 to 50 percent or so in the next 10 years. Pascual said the U.S. will
likely be a net exporter of natural gas by 2020.


Pascual spoke at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.


Gibbs Calls for Flexibility in Meeting Clean Water Act Mandates
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Posted July 24, 2014, 11:26 A.M. ET


By Amena Saiyid


Rep. Bob Gibbs (R-Ohio) called for development of a “national clean water strategy” that moves away
from a one-size fits all approach relying on enforcement to one embracing flexibility.


Gibbs, who chairs the House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Water Resources and
Environment, made these remarks at the start of a hearing on the Environmental Protection Agency's 2012
integrated planning policy to manage stormwater and wastewater.


Gibbs said he was concerned that even after two years the EPA has set “no clear standards” for
implementing the policy, which remains reliant on consent decrees.


In June 2012, the EPA released the final integrated planning framework in response to concerns by
municipalities trying to build or upgrade water infrastructure to manage stormwater and wastewater
overflows. Under the framework, cities will be allowed to modify discharge permits, long-term control
plans for combined sewer overflows or enforcement orders for managing combined sewer overflows,
stormwater and other pressing water quality issues, like reducing nutrient discharges. They also will be
allowed to alter existing compliance schedules.


States Seek Model Discharge Permit for Integrated Plans


Posted July 24, 2014, 12:46 P.M. ET


By Amena Saiyid


State water officials want the Environmental Protection Agency to develop a “model permit” or
template that shows how the federal agency would like to see the 2012 integrated policy for managing
wastewater and stormwater incorporated in Clean Water Act permits.


“We need a template and we are finding we have none,” Ron Poltak, executive director for the New
England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission, told the House Transportation and Infrastructure
Subcommittee on the Water Resources and the Environment today.


Poltak testified on behalf of the Association of Clean Water Administrators at the subcommittee
hearing.


In June 2012, the EPA released the final integrated planning framework in response to concerns by
municipalities trying to build or upgrade water infrastructure to manage stormwater and wastewater
overflows. Under the framework, cities will be allowed to modify discharge permits, long-term control
plans for combined sewer overflows or enforcement orders for managing combined sewer overflows,
stormwater and other pressing water quality issues, like reducing nutrient discharges. They also will be
allowed to alter existing compliance schedules.


China to Develop Water Rights Trading Pilot Projects in Seven Regions


Posted July 24, 2014, 3:37 P.M. ET


By Michael Standaert


China says it will develop seven regional water rights trading pilot programs, another indication it is
exploring market forces to help address entrenched environmental issues.


The country is expected to launch the pilots over the next two to three years as part of overall efforts
to implement stricter water management measures, the Ministry of Water Resources said.


The announcement on the ministry's website yesterday notes that the pilot projects could help China
eventually adopt a national water rights trading system. Such a system would encourage conservation by
allowing those issued water rights to sell unused portions on a market.


In the past 13 months, China also has launched seven regional pilot projects on air pollution emissions
trading, which could lead to a national system.


The ministry said water rights trading had already begun in the Ningxia-Hui autonomous region, where
it will be expanded. Similar pilot trading systems will be developed in the provinces of Jiangxi, Hubei,
Henan, Gansu, Guangdong and the Inner Mongolia autonomous region.


California Updates Guidelines to Aid Small Diesel Truck Fleets
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Posted July 24, 2014, 3:10 P.M. ET


By Carolyn Whetzel


The California Air Resources Board today took action to help owners of small diesel truck fleets comply
with the state's tough emissions standards for existing vehicles.


At a meeting in Sacramento, the agency's governing board approved updated guidelines for its
incentive program, which helps diesel truck owners replace older, high-emitting vehicles with newer trucks
so that fleets with one to three trucks have priority for the grants.


Owners of many small fleets, especially owner-operators, have reported to CARB that they are having
trouble purchasing the newer trucks needed to comply with the state's standards.


The new guidelines initially limit the incentives to small fleets, which contain up to three trucks. If
funds are not used for the small fleets, the funds can be made available for fleets of up to 10 trucks, as
allowed under the prior guidelines.


CARB's new guidelines for the Carl Moyer Memorial Air Quality Standards Attainment Program also
now make the grants available to light-duty diesel trucks, those 14,000 pounds and up, instead of the
heavy-duty trucks weighing 19,500 pounds and up.


U.S. Geological Survey Finds Neonicotinoids in Iowa Waters


Posted July 24, 2014, 2:43 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


Researchers with the U.S. Geological Survey found “widespread” concentrations of various
neonicotinoid insecticides in nine Midwest rivers and streams, including the Mississippi and Missouri rivers,
the USGS said today.


The USGS researchers collected water samples from nine sites in Iowa during the 2013 growing
season.


Neonicotinoids were found in samples collected from all nine sites, with clothianidin, an insecticide
registered in the U.S. by Bayer CropScience, identified by the USGS as the most commonly detected
neonicotinoid. Researchers found clothianidin in 75 percent of the sites and at the highest concentration of
any of the insecticides.


The neonicotinoid class of insecticides, which also includes thiamethoxam, imidacloprid and
dinotefuran, is cited by environmental groups as a factor in honey bee population declines in the U.S. and
abroad. Three of the neonicotinoids are currently subject to a temporary moratorium in the European
Union, which restricted use of the products due to concerns about pollinator health.


The Environmental Protection Agency is currently reviewing the registration of neonicotinoid products
that are used in the U.S. to determine if they can still be safely used. That review is scheduled to be
completed in 2019, though environmental groups have petitioned the agency to expedite that review.


Results of the USGS study were published today in the journal Environmental Pollution.


Fees Limit Effectiveness of Lower-Risk Pesticide Program, IG Says


Posted July 24, 2014, 1:54 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


Fees charged by the Environmental Protection Agency are limiting the effectiveness of its Conventional
Reduced Risk Pesticide Program, according to the agency's Office of Inspector General.


The OIG, in a report released today, said the Pesticide Registration Improvement Act (PRIA), a statute
authorizing the EPA to collect registration and annual maintenance fees from pesticide registrants, has
increased the cost to register reduced risk pesticides. Enactment of that statute in 2004 coincided with a
decline in the number of products annually registered through the program, according to the report.


The reduced risk program was started in 1994 to promote the development and registration of lower-
risk pesticides. PRIA, which also establishes timelines for EPA regulatory decisions, also has limited the
“time-to-market” savings that lower-risk pesticides previously had over other pesticide products, according
to the report.


The inspector general recommended that the EPA ask Congress for the authority to lower fees for



mailto:cwhetzel@bna.com

mailto:pambrosio@bna.com

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749114002802

mailto:pambrosio@bna.com

http://go.usa.gov/5mMG





reduced risk products.


The agency informed the OIG that it cannot directly seek that authority from Congress, but will discuss
the issue with the PRIA Coalition, a partnership of interested groups that works closely with Congress to
reauthorize the PRIA legislation when needed.


DOE Nominee Pledges Timely Reviews for LNG Exports


Posted July 24, 2014, 2:42 P.M. ET


By Lynn Garner


Elizabeth Sherwood-Randall, nominated to be deputy secretary at the Energy Department, told
senators she will work to ensure there are no unnecessary delays in reviews for natural gas exports.


“I can commit to you that if confirmed I will work closely with you and members of the committee to
ensure that there are no untoward delays in review of proposals for exports of LNG,” Sherwood-Randall
said today at a confirmation hearing.


“I believe it is a very competitive environment, and I believe we have an opportunity to lead in it,” she
told members of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee.


Sherwood-Randall, a defense policy adviser to President Barack Obama, received bipartisan praise for
her experience and knowledge of nuclear weapons and defense issues, but Republicans expressed some
dissatisfaction with her defense of Obama administration initiatives on clean energy and climate
change.


Senate Energy Chairman Mary Landrieu (D-La.) said she expects Sherwood-Randall to be confirmed by
the Senate, but a vote is not expected to happen until after the August recess.


The nominee would replace Daniel Poneman, who announced in June that he plans to leave DOE in the
fall after five years as deputy secretary.


OSM Seeks Comment on Petition to Limit Coal Mines' Blast Emissions


Posted July 24, 2014, 12:43 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


An Interior Department office will request public comment on an environment group's petition to
prohibit visible nitrogen oxides emissions from coal mining “blasting” operations, a public inspection notice
released today said.


Nitrogen oxides are air pollutants that contribute to the formation of ground-level ozone and fine
particle pollution and cause respiratory health problems. To expose coal seams, mining operators use
explosives that produce visible nitrogen oxides clouds.


These pollutant emissions are a public health and worker safety hazard, WildEarth Guardians said in its
April petition , because the clouds indicate the pollutant's emission concentration levels are up to 300
times federal health standards. The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM) should
prohibit visible clouds of nitrogen oxides emissions and require mining operators to visually monitor
blasting operations and report visible emissions, they said.


OSM will request comments on the petition's merits, on the petition's requested regulatory changes
and on the agency's authority to regulate air quality, the notice said. OSM will publish in the Federal
Register tomorrow the request for comments on the petition and will accept comments for 30 days.


Senate Committee to Hold Hearing on Federal Energy Permitting


Posted July 24, 2014, 10:55 A.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Sen. Mary Landrieu (D-La.), who chairs the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, has
scheduled a hearing for July 29 on energy permitting on federal lands, according to a notice on the
committee's website.


The hearing, entitled in part “breaking the logjam” at the Interior Department's Bureau of Land
Management, will focus on ways to “increase the efficiency of processing permits for energy production on
federal lands,” the notice said.
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The hearing comes as some lawmakers have complained the Obama administration is moving too
slowly on approving oil and gas production on the government's vast expanses of public property.


Sierra Club, Other Groups Press USTR Not to Include Chapter on Energy in Trade Deal


Posted July 24, 2014, 11:14 A.M. ET


By Len Bracken


The Sierra Club and over 35 other organizations called on the U.S. to oppose the inclusion of a specific
chapter dedicated to energy in the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) in a letter sent
today to U.S. Trade Representative Michael Froman.


The groups also opposed any provisions in the TTIP that could lead to automatic approval of export
licenses for crude oil and natural gas.


The letter said U.S. energy policy must be determined through democratic and transparent domestic
processes rather than through trade deals that are negotiated in confidentiality.


The EU has proposed a separate chapter in TTIP on energy, but the U.S. has so far resisted this
approach.
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From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Pearson, Janice; Barolo, Mark; Kamke, Sherry
Subject: RE: The Politics of Ethanol: A Special Segment Produced by Detroit Public TV - Tonight at 6:00 P.M. on PBS


NewsHour
Date: Monday, February 01, 2016 7:33:47 AM


Thanks Janice! 
 
___________________________________
Carolyn Hoskinson, Director
Office of Underground Storage Tanks, US EPA
OUST has moved!  My new phone number is 202-564-2564
www.epa.gov/ust
 


From: Pearson, Janice 
Sent: Thursday, January 28, 2016 3:26 PM
To: Barolo, Mark <Barolo.Mark@epa.gov>; Hoskinson, Carolyn <Hoskinson.Carolyn@epa.gov>;
Kamke, Sherry <Kamke.Sherry@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: The Politics of Ethanol: A Special Segment Produced by Detroit Public TV - Tonight at
6:00 P.M. on PBS NewsHour
 
FYI…
 
Not sure if any of you are on this email list.
 
Janice A. Pearson
UST, Solid Waste and PCB Unit Chief
Resource Conservation and Recovery Program
US EPA, Region 8, 8P-R
1595 Wynkoop
Denver, CO 80202-2466
Phone:  (303) 312-6354
Fax:   (303) 312-7084
email:  pearson.janice@epa.gov


 


From: Rich Homberg [mailto:rhomberg@dptv.org] 
Sent: Thursday, January 28, 2016 11:22 AM
To: Rich Homberg <rhomberg@dptv.org>
Subject: The Politics of Ethanol: A Special Segment Produced by Detroit Public TV - Tonight at 6:00
P.M. on PBS NewsHour
 


 
The Politics of Ethanol: A Special Segment Produced by Detroit Public


TV
TONIGHT at 6:00 P.M. (EST) on PBS NewsHour
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‘The Ethanol Effect’ Coming Soon: http://bit.ly/ethanoleffect.
 
 
Don’t miss a special segment on ethanol and the Iowa Caucus TONIGHT (EST) at 6:00 P.M. on PBS
NewsHour, produced by Detroit Public Television.
 
Some background on tonight’s segment:
 
Last week the issue of ethanol briefly took center stage in Iowa. Governor Terry Branstad picked
sides two weeks before the Iowa Caucuses, declaring that Iowans should choose anyone but Senator
Ted Cruz for president, because of Cruz’s position that would repeal the law that requires ethanol in
our fuel supply.
 
“One of the reasons you're hearing a lot about ethanol now is that the industry is very concerned
that if Ted Cruz wins here, having shown some question about renewable fuel standards, it will open
the floodgates. It will make it permissible for presidential candidates not to support a strong
renewable fuel standard,” said David Yepsen, Director, Paul Simon Public Policy Institute, Southern
Illinois University.
 
The question remains: How hard will Iowans fight for ethanol in the caucuses next week?
 
David Biello, Senior Energy and Environment Editor with Scientific American, is working with Detroit
Public Television on a documentary about ethanol, The Ethanol Effect, to air this fall. The
documentary is the newest hour-long special from the team behind Detroit Public Television’s Alfred
I. DuPont/Columbia University Award-winning series Beyond the Light Switch.
 
From Iowa's farm fields to Washington's corridors of power, and from the algae-choked surface of
the Great Lakes to the poisoned depths of the Gulf of Mexico, The Ethanol Effect investigates the
human, environmental and political costs of growing and refining corn for ethanol in America.
 
Learn more about this fascinating documentary at http://bit.ly/ethanoleffect.
 
Tweets
 
Don’t miss a special segment on #ethanol and the Iowa Caucus from @detroitpublictv & @dbiello at
6pm on @NewsHour. http://bit.ly/ethanoleffect
 
The Politics of #Ethanol: A special segment produced by @detroitpublictv w/ @dbiello airs TONIGHT
at 6pm on @NewsHour!
 
 
 
Rich Homberg
President and CEO
Detroit Public Television
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248-640-4169 - @RichHomberg - rhomberg@dptv.org
 
"Always remember you are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter than
you think." Christopher Robin
 


You can unsubscribe from these emails at any time.
 
 
 


Detroit Public TV - Trusted. Valued. Relevant.
Using public media to educate, entertain, and inspire.
www.dptv.org
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: NOVEL SUIT CLAIMS EPA"S 2014 RFS DELAY IMPLEMENTS PROPOSED FUEL TARGETS
Date: Monday, February 09, 2015 7:50:47 AM


News Headline: NOVEL SUIT CLAIMS EPA'S 2014 RFS DELAY IMPLEMENTS PROPOSED FUEL TARGETS
|
 
Outlet Full Name: Inside EPA Weekly Report
News Text: A biofuels manufacturer is pursuing a novel lawsuit claiming that EPA's announcement
that it is delaying final 2014 renewable fuel standard (RFS) fuel production targets until 2015
effectively implements the contested proposed version of the 2014 RFS goals, which the company
criticized for floating lower renewable fuel production targets.
 
The litigation, filed Jan. 15 in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, claims
that EPA's Dec. 9 Federal Register notice announcing the indefinite delay of the final 2014 RFS
"constitutes, in effect, agency action adopting the regulation" it proposed Nov. 29, 2013, that floated
the initial RFS targets for 2014. Relevant documents are available on InsideEPA.com. See page 2 for
details. (Doc. ID: 177940)
 
EPA also faces looming deadline lawsuits from the the American Fuel and Petrochemical
Manufacturers (AFPM) aiming to force issuance of the 2014 RFS targets as well as the already-
delayed 2015 RFS goals (Inside EPA, Dec. 5).
 
The Clean Air Act mandates that EPA finalize its RFS mandates for production of renewable fuel,
advanced biofuel, cellulosic biofuel and biomass-based diesel by Nov. 30 of the preceding year. But
the agency has routinely missed that deadline, often finalizing the targets for a particular year
months after that year has started. For 2014, the agency failed to finalize any targets and instead
said it will issue them this year alongside its pending 2015 RFS.
 
Plant Oil Powered Diesel Fuel Systems (POP Diesel), which produces vegetable oil-based fuel, in its
suit claims that EPA's inability to issue a final 2014 RFS last year means the proposed 2013 version
has taken effect. The suit aims to use the delay as a novel vehicle for challenging the merits of the
proposed targets it opposes.
 
Refiners have major concerns about EPA's ongoing delays in issuing the final annual RFS targets
because its creates compliance uncertainty. Some critics of the program say that the agency
routinely sets overly ambitious fuel production targets that refiners cannot meet, forcing them to
purchase expensive RFS compliance credits.
 
But advocates of the RFS, such as POP Diesel, have argued that some of the targets that the agency
floated for 2014 are too low and could discourage production of fuels that help reduce greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions.
 
POP Diesel's filing is unusual because it targets an agency action that EPA has said delays -- but does
not finalize -- the prior RFS rulemaking proposal. Typically, litigants can only petition appellate courts
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for review of "final agency action," which usually takes the form of issuance of a final rule. But POP
Diesel's position assumes the Dec. 9 notice to be final agency action, and also a de facto final action
on the proposed 2014 RFS.
 
EPA's Nov. 29, 2013, proposal floated a 17 million gallon goal for cellulosic biofuel compared to the
final revised 2013 RFS target of roughly 810,000 gallons; a 1.28 billion gallon goal for biomass-based
diesel that is the same as the final 2013 target; a 2.20 billion gallon goal for advanced biofuel that is
slightly lower than the final 2013 goal of 2.75 billion; and an overall renewable fuel goal of 15.21
billion gallons, down from the 16.55 billion gallons finalized in 2013 (Inside EPA, Nov. 22, 2013).
 
EPA took comment on potential ranges for the various 2014 targets, including a range of 8-30 million
gallons for the cellulosic biofuel goal; a range of 2.0-2.51 billion gallons for the advanced biofuel
goal; and a range of 15.00-15.52 billion gallons for the renewable fuel goal -- a target that covers
ethanol and non-ethanol fuels.
 
An attorney for POP Diesel declined to comment on the suit, but the company's comments on EPA's
proposed version of the 2014 RFS could indicate the arguments that it will raise in the lawsuit, in
which it argued that the vegetable oil the company produces is in adequate supply to help satisfy
higher fuel targets.
 
The company's Jan. 28, 2014, comments on the proposed rule says that EPA was wrong to lower its
quotas for advanced biofuel and total renewable fuels, including ethanol, on the assumption that the
"blend wall" -- the maximum amount of renewable fuel that can be blended into the fuel supply --
had been reached.
 
Also, EPA identified limits on the capacity of producers to supply renewable fuel. The agency's
proposal to reduce volumes discriminated against POP Diesel's fuel derived from 100 percent
jatropha oil, the company argued. POP Diesel makes plant-based oil by using the seeds of the fruit of
the tropical jatropha tree.
 
"Both of EPA's reasons for reducing the statutorily stated volume requirements are predicated on
the notion that there are limits in supply of usable renewable fuels for the years 2014 and 2015. In
reality, 100% jatropha plant oil can correct this supply problem, thereby allowing the Agency to
follow Congress's statutorily prescribed volume requirements," POP Diesel wrote in its comments.
"In proposing to reduce the RFS volume production requirements for advanced biofuel and total
renewable fuels in 2014 and 2015, EPA erroneously relied on two separate waiver provisions as legal
mechanisms for amending these requirements," the comments say.
 
The company believes that one waiver, under Clean Air Act section 211(o)(7)(D)(i), allowing EPA
authority to lower the amount of advanced biofuel and total renewable fuels by "the same or lesser
volume" as the reduction in cellulosic biofuel, relative to Congressionally mandated amounts, is
intrinsically linked to available cellulosic fuel production and therefore does not apply to its plant oil-
based product. The waiver "should not be available for any purpose other than lowering 'advanced
biofuel' volume requirements because of and in direct relationship to the amount of ethanol
produced from cellulosic materials," POP Diesel said in its comments.







 
EPA also used a general waiver provision under air law section 211(o)(7)(A), POP Diesel says, that
allows it to cut advanced biofuel and total biofuel volumes if it determines "that there is inadequate
domestic supply." This waiver, however, is "inapposite" because EPA "is required to look to 100%
jatropha plant oil to cure any current or anticipated supply shortfall," the company says, reiterating
that its fuel can help meet supply requirements.
 
POP Diesel also claimed EPA's disparate treatment of biodiesel and advanced biofuel in the RFS is
unlawful. EPA "may act unlawfully if it injects flexibility into the production volume requirements for
biomass-based diesel while lowering the overall requirement for renewable fuel, when by EPA's
admission, extra biomass-based diesel will reach the market and EPA ignores the jatropha oil
resource that POP Diesel is prepared to produce," it wrote.
 
EPA proposed to keep the 2013 quota for biomass-based diesel unchanged in 2014 and 2015, even
though projected biodiesel volumes would likely exceed the target and then have to be counted
against the advanced biofuel quota. EPA did this to allow fuel producers flexibility in how they meet
the RFS targets, but POP Diesel wrote that this contravenes an air law requirement to use "neutral
methodology" when determining volume for biofuels under the RFS.
 
POP Diesel also argued that, given the RFS' stated goals of reducing greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions, it is "arbitrary and capricious" that the RFS regulations do not privilege fuels with the
maximum potential to reduce GHG emissions associated with their production and use beyond
certain minimum thresholds.
 
EPA justified the delay of the 2014 RFS by citing major "comment and controversy" on its proposal
over volumes it should set for production of renewable fuels. The agency now plans to issue the final
rule alongside its 2015 RFS, which is already behind schedule from the air law mandate to issue the
targets in the preceding year. EPA has said it will not require any compliance reporting for refiners
until it finalizes the 2014 RFS rule.
 
However, that means that refiners and others in the fuels sector have no final RFS targets to guide
their production and instead can only rely on the fuel production goals EPA has proposed.
 
AFPM is weighing litigation to force release of the 2014 and 2015 RFS targets. It sent a Dec.1 letter
to EPA giving 60 days' notice of intent to sue over the agency's failure to issue the 2015 RFS volumes
rule by Nov. 30 last year. That follows a Nov. 21 notice of intent to sue to force issuance of the 2014
final RFS. An AFPM source says the group has not yet filed either suit, which would likely be filed in
the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.
 
EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy told reporters Jan. 16 at EPA headquarters in Washington, DC,
that an RFS rulemaking is likely this spring, but sidestepped a question on legislative efforts to
reform the RFS.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Court Rejects Bid Challenging EPA
Approval of Clean Air Act Penalty Alternatives
A federal appeals court rejected a move by environmental
advocates to limit the Environmental Protection Agency's approval
of alternatives to the penalties required under Section 185 of the
Clean Air Act when areas miss their deadlines...


Air Pollution
OMB Reviews Rule on State Control
Of Excess Startup, Shutdown Emissions
The White House Office of Management and Budget is reviewing a
final rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that would
require states to alter their plans to control excess pollution
emissions from sources during times of startup,...


Asbestos
Asbestos Exposure Case Revived on Appeal;
Overall Record Sufficient to Establish Claim
The survivors of a deckhand who died of mesothelioma allegedly
caused by his exposure to asbestos while working on commercial
barges will have another chance to pursue their claims against his
employer, after a New Jersey appeals court found...


Chemicals
Japan Submits Bill to National Legislature
To Ratify Minamata Convention on Mercury
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's Cabinet March 10
submitted a bill to the country's national legislature to ratify the
Minamata Convention on Mercury, possibly by the end of the
year....
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Climate Regulation
EPA Head Unbowed on Plans to Finalize
Power Plant Carbon Rules This Summer
The head of the Environmental Protection Agency said March 11
she remains unbowed in the face of attacks on the EPA’s power
plant carbon pollution limits—including Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell’s recent call...


Climate Regulation
Some States Say They Lack Time to Pass
Legislation Necessary for Clean Power Plan
The Environmental Protection Agency’s proposed Clean Power
Plan may not give states sufficient time to pass legislation
necessary to implement the proposed carbon dioxide emissions
reductions, some states told a Senate committee....


Climate Science
Koch Industries Refuses to Provide
Information on Climate Science Funding
Industrial giant Koch Industries Inc. has invoked the First
Amendment in declining to provide information sought by three
Senate Democrats on the company's funding of climate change
scientific research. ...


Energy Efficiency
DOE Proposes Amended Energy Conservation
Standards for Residential Gas Furnaces
The Energy Department is proposing to amend energy
conservation standards for residential non-weatherized gas
furnaces and mobile home furnaces. ...


Energy Efficiency
Senate Efficiency Bill May Be Incorporated
Into Broader Legislation, Murkowski Says
Sens. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.),
introduced March 11 energy efficiency legislation for a fourth
time, but their hope for the bill to be considered as standalone
legislation may not be in the cards. ...


Enforcement
EPA Refinery Rule Exemplifies Agency's
Environmental Justice Efforts, Giles Says
The Environmental Protection Agency is working to incorporate
environmental justice considerations into its own regulatory
programs and to engage states and other federal agencies to do
the same, Cynthia Giles, the assistant administrator...


Environmental Reviews
Seattle Authorities to Review Permit
Issued for Shell's Planned Arctic Homeport
Seattle authorities are beginning to review their earlier decision
to permit a homeport for Royal Dutch Shell's Arctic drilling fleet at
the Port of Seattle....


EPA
Lawsuit Alleges ‘Glacial,' ‘Wholly Improper' 
EPA Processing of ‘Richard Windsor' E-Mails
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New litigation filed by a conservative group alleges the
Environmental Protection Agency is deliberately processing its
Freedom of Information Act request for e-mails from former
Administrator Lisa Jackson's alias account at a rate...


General Policy
Former Park Service Official to Lead
Council on Environmental Quality
Former National Park Service official Christy Goldfuss will take
over as acting head of the White House Council on Environmental
Quality starting March 16, the CEQ confirmed to Bloomberg
BNA....


Hazmat Transport
Phaseout of Older Crude-by-Rail Cars
Feasible in Five to Seven Years, Makers Say
It is achievable and beneficial to phase out older tank cars from
flammable liquids transport service within five to seven years,
according to documents provided to the White House in a recent
meeting with rail tank car manufacturers....


Hydraulic Fracturing
Fracking's Impact on Water ‘Needs to Be
Considered,' Former DOJ Official Says
Former U.S. Assistant Attorney General Ignacia Moreno said
March 11 that the impact of hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, on
water is something that "needs to be considered," and there are
laws that can help address negative effects....


Nanotechnology
Denmark Issues Guidance on Nano Risks
The Danish Ministry of the Environment recently issued several
guides on assessing the risks of nanomaterials and on consumer
products made with nanomaterials that are available on the
market. At least one of the guides refers both to ultrafine...


Pesticides
Details Emerge on Upcoming
National Pollinator Health Strategy
Details of the soon-to-be-released national pollinator health
strategy were discussed at a March 11 conference of state
pesticide officials in Alexandria, Va....


Pesticides
Guidance on Data Required for Antimicrobials
Coming From EPA Following Legal Settlement
Draft guidance antimicrobial manufacturers can use to help
determine what toxicity, biodegradation or other data the
Environmental Protection Agency will require to register their
products will be issued by July 2, a senior EPA antimicrobials...


Pesticides
More Scrutiny to Come for Antimicrobial
Pesticides, EPA Enforcement Official Says
The Environmental Protection Agency will be increasing its level of
scrutiny for antimicrobial pesticides in the coming fiscal year, an
EPA enforcement official said March 11....
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Pipeline Safety
PHMSA Alters Pipeline Inspection, Survey
Rules, Labels Ethanol as Hazardous Liquid
Individuals who helped to construct a transmission line, main or
pipeline system will no longer be allowed to inspect their own
work, under a Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration final rule published in the Federal Register...


Regulatory Policy
Best Remedy for Ailing CSB Is Merger
With NTSB, Former Board Members Say
Even as the head of the Chemical Safety and Hazard
Investigation Board faces a bipartisan call for his ouster, former
board members have made a more radical recommendation—
eliminate the agency as an independent, stand-alone entity...


Renewable Energy
IRS Eases Renewable Energy Credit 
Requirements as Subsidies Wind Down
Wind energy projects eligible for renewable energy production
and investment tax credits don't have to show the Internal
Revenue Service they are making progress to get the credit—as
long as they are producing power before Jan....


Renewable Energy
U.S.-California Desert Renewables Plan
To Assess Public Lands First, Officials Say
California and federal agencies working on a plan to guide and
streamline development of renewable energy projects on 22.5
million acres in the state's desert areas will first focus on
completing the U.S. Bureau of Land Management element...


Taxes
Georgia House Passes Tax Package 
Including Repeal Of Electric Vehicle Credit
Electric vehicle buyers in Georgia would no longer qualify for an
income tax credit and instead would be charged an annual
registration fee, under a proposed transportation funding bill. ...


Trade
Revenue From Crude Oil Exports
Is Considered to Pay for Highway Fund
Congressional Republicans are considering allowing crude oil
exports and increasing energy production on federal lands to
raise funding for surface transportation programs. ...


Vehicle Fuels
Biofuels Association Changes Stance,
Calls for Reform of Renewable Fuel Standard
The head of a trade group representing Kior Inc. and other
biofuels makers called for reforming the renewable fuel standard,
a change in position that could benefit congressional efforts to
amend the law requiring billions of gallons of ethanol...


Water Pollution
Des Moines Water Works Trustees
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To Sue Drainage Districts Over Nitrates
The Des Moines (Iowa) Water Works Board of Trustees has voted
to proceed with a Clean Water Act lawsuit against three
northwestern Iowa counties, alleging that they are discharging
nitrates into the Raccoon River without the necessary permits....


Water Resources
Water Infrastructure Groups Seek Increases
In U.S. Spending on Locks, Channels, Ports
Water transportation companies, port authorities and their allies
are lobbying Congress to boost spending on inland waterways and
ports in fiscal year 2016, their hopes buoyed by recent legislative
successes....


Wetlands
Court Affirms Jurisdiction for Wetlands
Adjacent to Tributaries of Navigable Waters
A federal appellate court affirmed that wetlands adjacent to a
tributary of the Northwest River in southeastern Virginia, are
jurisdictional under the Clean Water Act, and thereby subject to
permitting for any dredge-and-fill activity...


BNA INSIGHTS


EPA's New Coal Combustion Residuals Rule:
A 745-Page Deferral With a 12,400-Ton Surprise
Another Environmental Protection Agency battle focusing on coal
has recently ended—for now at least. While most recent coal
warfare has been fought on Clean Air Act fronts, this battle was
fought on the fields of the Resource Conservation...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


MARCH 11 FEDERAL REGISTER


MARCH 12 FEDERAL REGISTER
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Latest Developments -- Your Preview of the Day's News


The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Manchin Bill Would Reverse Bank Ban on Overseas Coal Plant Funding


Posted July 03, 2014, 2:56 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) is drafting a bill to reauthorize the U.S. Export-Import Bank that would
direct the bank to reverse its December decision to abandon funding of coal-fired power plants in
developing nations.


Manchin aides said his five-year reauthorization bill would ensure the continued survival for the bank,
which helps finance exports of U.S. products and services to international markets but has come under fire
recently from House Republicans. Opponents argue the bank interferes with free markets and benefits
some U.S. companies at the expense of others.


Manchin’s approach would force the Export-Import Bank to abandon guidance it adopted Dec. 12 that
said it would end support for new overseas coal-fired power plants unless there are no economically
feasible alternatives or the plants deploy carbon capture and storage technologies.


“Senator Manchin is looking to expand EX-IM financing [of] coal-fired power plants abroad since he
believes that Americans can export the best clean coal technology,” Katie Longo, a spokeswoman for
Manchin, told Bloomberg BNA today.


Manchin is chairman of the Senate Banking Subcommittee on National Security and International
Trade and Finance, which has jurisdiction over the Export-Import Bank.


DOE Funding for Clean Energy Loan Guarantees Totals $4 Billion


Posted July 03, 2014, 10:01 A.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The Energy Department plans to announce today it will begin accepting applications for as much as $4
billion in loan guarantees for renewable energy and energy efficiency projects.


The loan guarantee solicitation, which was finalized today, is seeking to fund clean energy projects
that would be unlikely to obtain financing through traditional means, Peter W. Davidson, executive director
of the DOE's Loan Programs Office, said in an interview.


“What we are really looking for is those technologies that have already been proved out at pilot scale
where we could provide some loan funding to get a few projects going off the ground and proved at a
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commercial scale,” Davidson told Bloomberg BNA.


Advanced grid integration and storage; drop-in biofuels; waste-to-energy; enhancement of existing
facilities; and efficiency improvements are among the technology the DOE identified as “areas of interest.”


The department likely will begin offering conditional commitments under the new loan solicitation in
2015, Davidson said.


The program comes as the Obama administration calls for doubling renewable energy generation in
the U.S. by 2020.


“As the President emphasized in his Climate Action Plan, it is critical that we take an all-of-the-above
approach to energy in order to cut carbon pollution, help address the effects of climate change and protect
our children's future,” Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz said in a statement.


It also comes as the department moves forward with new loan guarantee solicitations following a
“hiatus” induced by Solyndra, the California solar panel manufacturer that went bankrupt after receiving a
$529 million loan guarantee backed by the DOE.


2014 Renewable Fuel Requirement Not Likely Final Until Fall: Grassley


Posted July 03, 2014, 3:01 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The Environmental Protection Agency likely won't finalize its requirements under the 2014 renewable
fuel standard until fall, according to Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) and others monitoring the rule.


Grassley's comments, made during a weekly conference call with agriculture reporters, was based on
the fact the EPA extended its deadline for petroleum refiners and importers to demonstrate compliance
with the 2013 RFS to Sept. 30, Beth Levine, Grassley's spokeswoman, said today.


“Some people are reading that as a signal that the 2014 RVO's [Renewable Volume Obligations] would
be delayed along the same timeframe,” Levine said in an e-mail to Bloomberg BNA.


Carlton Carroll, a spokesman for the American Petroleum Institute, which represents companies such
as Chevron Corp. and Exxon Mobil Corp. and is opposed to the RFS, also told Bloomberg BNA “all
indications point to September” for when the EPA will finalize the 2014 RFS.


Liz Purchia, a spokeswoman for the EPA, declined to comment and instead referred to previous
remarks made by agency Administrator Gina McCarthy last week when she said the EPA was “working on
it” and hoped to finish it before September.


California Steps Up Enforcement of Water Curtailment Orders


Posted July 03, 2014, 3:25 P.M. ET


By Carolyn Whetzel


California's State Water Resources Control Board adopted drought-related emergency regulations
yesterday to expedite enforcement of curtailment orders issued to limit or halt diversions from rivers and
streams.


The 5-0 vote approving the regulations followed a two-day meeting in Sacramento where the water
board grappled with how best to implement California's water right priority system during the current
extreme drought.


State officials said the emergency regulations are needed to assure compliance with water curtailment
orders issued to preserve available natural flows for holders of senior water rights and protect previously
stored water supplies.


Water board staff said July 1 only 31 percent of the nearly 10,000 water rights holders issued
curtailment notices since mid-May have responded that they have halted diversions and provided other
information the water board requested.


Boosting the water board's enforcement capacity during the drought is the key reason for the
emergency regulations, SWRCB Chairman Felicia Marcus told Bloomberg BNA yesterday.


The new regulations “allow the water board to act quickly,’’ she said.


EPA Asks Court for More Briefing on Cross-State Rule
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Posted July 03, 2014, 2:39 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency said today in a motion that it would be reasonable for the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit to order supplemental briefing in lawsuits over the
Cross-State Air Pollution Rule.


The EPA said further briefing should be limited to issues left unresolved by the U.S. Supreme Court
after it reinstated the cross-state rule.


The D.C. Circuit had previously overturned the rule, which would require 28 states to reduce emissions
of nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxide by power plants to help downwind states attain air quality standards
for ozone and fine particulate matter. The EPA asked the D.C. Circuit to lift its stay on implementing the
cross-state rule in a separate June 26 motion.


EPA to Hold Meetings About New Water Financing Program


Posted July 03, 2014, 2:48 P.M. ET


By Amena H. Saiyid


Starting with Chicagoon July 22, the Environmental Protection Agency plans to hold informational
meetings in six additional cities to discuss plans and solicit ideas for operating the new water infrastructure
financing program.


The purpose of the meetings is to enable the EPA to develop guidelines for operating the newly created
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act, or WIFIA. The EPA said it is interested in receiving
opinions about procedures for evaluating applications and selection criteria, and plans to share information
about how it sees the program being implemented under the law, including the frequency with which it
would disburse the loans and loan guarantees.


The agency also will hold meetings in Atlanta, Dallas, Los Angeles, New York and San Francisco.


Under WIFIA, loans and loan guarantees backed by the U.S. Treasury will be given for drinking water
and wastewater projects that cost at least $20 million.


WIFIA is a five-year pilot program that was authorized as part of the recently enacted Water
Resources Reform Development Act (H.R. 3030; Pub. L. No. 113-121).


Nanotubes, Disinfected Water Among Priorities, IARC Advisers Say


Posted July 03, 2014, 3:36 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


Advisers to the International Agency for Research on Cancer have recommended the agency evaluate
dozens of chemicals, pesticides, food contact substances and occupational situations for their potential to
cause cancer in people.


IARC recently published the recommendations its advisory group made at a meeting in April. The
international agency's conclusions about carcinogenicity are used around the world as government
agencies make regulatory decisions.


IARC is scheduled to evaluate carbon nanotubes, one category of chemicals on its recommended high-
priority list, Sept. 30 to Oct. 7.


The National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), in Current Intelligence Bulletin 65,
discussed the importance this category of chemicals has to the economy. Uses of carbon nanotubes and
carbon nanofibers include electronics, lithium-ion batteries, solar cells, polymer composites, coatings,
adhesives and microscopy imaging techniques, NIOSH wrote.


Other chemicals IARC's advisers recommended be evaluated include disinfected water used for
drinking, showering, bathing or swimming; three fuel additives; bisphenol A (BPA), which is widely used in
food can epoxy resins and in plastics; and tetrabromobisphenol A (TBBPA), a bisphenol A derivative that is
widely used as a fire retardant.


Oregon Crude Oil Shipping Facility Violates Clean Air Act: Environment Groups


Posted July 03, 2014, 1:46 P.M. ET
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By Rachel Leven


An Oregon crude oil shipping facility is operating without the proper prevention of significant
deterioration permit, three environment groups said in a citizen lawsuit.


Cascade Kelly Holdings LLC, which owns the Clatskanie, Ore., facility, should have obtained the pre-
construction permit for operation of the “major emitting facility” under the Clean Air Act, the groups said.
The company has conducted construction on the facility, has more construction planned and doesn't have
an appropriate permit, they told the U.S. District Court for the District of Oregon in a complaint yesterday.


The Oregon facility, which received crude oil by rail and water and used to be an ethanol
manufacturing facility, has been operating without the proper permit, the Northwest Environmental
Defense Center, Center for Biological Diversity and Neighbors for Clean Air said.


The facility emits volatile organic compound air pollutants, which are a precursor to ozone and can
damage lungs and the environment, the groups said.


Lesson From Waldburger: Federalism Alive, High Court Wary of Preempting


Posted July 03, 2014, 1:11 P.M. ET


By Perry Cooper


The U.S. Supreme Court's decision in CTS v. Waldburger shows an unwillingness to preempt state law,
meaning federalism isn't dead, environmental attorney Richard O. Faulk said at a conference this week on
recent Supreme Court rulings.


The decision gives court watchers some insight into how the court will deal with preemption issues in
the future, Faulk, partner at Hollingsworth LLP in Washington, said.


“Preemption is a big deal. Why is it a big deal? Because federalism is a big deal,” he said.


The Supreme Court ruled June 9 that North Carolina's 10-year statute of repose bars toxic tort suits
for latent injuries because the federal Superfund law preempts only statutes of limitations.


Faulk said the case started out as “an ordinary tort suit” but eventually “ran afoul of that monster of
statutory environmental law,” the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability
Act. The case isn't really that important in the CERCLA or tort contexts, he said. Really, it's about
preemption.
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: News Headline: The Washington Post: Ethanol takes a hit |
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 7:45:05 AM


News Headline: The Washington Post: Ethanol takes a hit | 


Outlet Full Name: Salt Lake Tribune - Online, The
News Text: Once touted as a climate-friendly renewable alternative to foreign oil, corn-based liquid
ethanol has been exposed as an environmental and economic mistake. Lured by federal subsidies,
Midwestern farmers devoted millions of acres to corn that might otherwise go to soil conservation or feed-
grain. 


Meanwhile, a "dead zone" fed by fertilizer runoff spreads at the mouth of the Mississippi and production
costs throughout the grain-dependent U.S. food industry rise. At the end of 2011, the ethanol industry lost
a $6 billion per year tax-credit subsidy. And on Friday the Environmental Protection Agency delivered yet
another policy defeat for ethanol — which is to say, a victory for common sense. 


We refer to the EPA's proposed cut in the amount of ethanol that the nation's refiners must add to the fuel
supply in 2014, from 18.15 billion gallons of ethanol called for in current law to a new target of 15 billion to
15.52 billion gallons, the first such reduction since Congress enacted the Renewable Fuel Standard in
2007. At the time, gasoline consumption was high and rising, and it seemed reasonable to put the country
on course to blend 36 billion gallons of ethanol into motor fuel by 2022, as the RFS statute did. 


Changes in motorists' habits, along with advances in fuel economy, have rendered that objective utterly
unrealistic. Driving and motor fuel consumption have plateaued. Mixing more and more ethanol into a
fixed or shrinking pool of fuel would bump up against the capacity of existing engines to burn it, as well as
the capacity of the existing distribution network to pump it. The EPA wisely decided to scale back the
ethanol mandate. 


Expect to hear from the ethanol lobby about how this is a victory for their rivals in the Big Oil and Big
Grocery lobbies, which it is. The former has no interest in federal subsidization of a rival fuel; the latter
would like less competition for access to grain. But that doesn't mean their arguments are without merit.
We'd say that in this case, the public benefits do not offset the market distortions. In the case of ethanol
subsidies, the benefits do not outweigh the costs. 


Indeed, the only flaw we can see in the EPA's announcement is that it doesn't go far enough. Partly, this
is because the agency only has authority to waive the current legal requirement for a year; partly it's
because "biofuels are a key part of the Obama administration's ... energy strategy," as EPA Administrator
Gina McCarthy put it on Friday. What's really needed is a repeal of the ethanol mandate, which was
enacted in a different time, on the basis of projections about energy markets that have not panned out.
More efficient fuel-conservation measures, such as a gas-tax increase, would let broad incentives, not
politics, determine the best way to move cars and trucks while meeting energy security and
environmental goals.
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From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Ellenberger, Karen; Gerber, Linda; Barolo, Mark; McDermott, Elizabeth
Subject: RE: did you see this BNA article about our regs?
Date: Thursday, July 30, 2015 4:02:52 PM


I thought it was interesting that something that happened many months ago was news – but it is indeed
rare that congress pays attention to us….. 
 


From: Ellenberger, Karen 
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2015 1:14 PM
To: Gerber, Linda; Hoskinson, Carolyn; Barolo, Mark; McDermott, Elizabeth
Subject: RE: did you see this BNA article about our regs?
 
 
Perhaps 7/21 was a slow day at BNA?
 
______________________________
Karen Ellenberger                  
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
US Environmental Protection Agency
Office | 703-603-7171
Email | ellenberger.karen@epa.gov
www.epa.gov/oust
 
 
 


From: Gerber, Linda 
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2015 1:01 PM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn; Barolo, Mark; McDermott, Elizabeth; Ellenberger, Karen
Subject: RE: did you see this BNA article about our regs?
 
Seriously?  This is news?
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Linda Gerber
Director, Release Prevention Division
Office of Underground Storage Tanks
703-603-7163


 
 


From: Hoskinson, Carolyn 
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2015 12:54 PM
To: Barolo, Mark; Gerber, Linda; McDermott, Elizabeth; Ellenberger, Karen
Subject: did you see this BNA article about our regs?
 
Just FYI
 


From: BNA Highlights [mailto:bhighlig@bna.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2015 9:57 PM
To: Hoskinson, Carolyn
Subject: Jul. 21 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA: Affirmative Defense Lawsuits in Wrong Court
A consolidated challenge to a rule requiring Texas to remove
affirmative defense language from a state air pollution plan
should be dismissed because petitioners filed their lawsuits in the
incorrect court, according to the Environmental...
 
Air Pollution
EPA Science Advisers to Discuss Nitrogen Dioxide Review
A panel of independent science advisers will meet Aug. 13 to
discuss the Environmental Protection Agency's ongoing review of
the primary, health-based national ambient air quality standards
for nitrogen dioxide. The EPA, in a notice...
 
Air Pollution
New Jersey Checking Laboratory Air Emissions
Laboratories in New Jersey that emit toxic substances such as
benzene and methyl chloride are coming under increased scrutiny
to make sure they are complying with air pollution controls after
several were found to be violating standards,...
 
Asbestos
Concert of Action Theory Tossed in Asbestos Case
Formosa Plastics Corp. U.S.A. isn't liable under conspiracy and
"concert of action" theories based on its acquisition of Johns-
Manville's asbestos cement pipe division in the 1980s, the Eastern
District of North Carolina...
 
Climate Regulation
New Mexico Delegation Largely Backs Methane Rules
Federal standards for methane emissions are vital to protecting
the San Juan Basin, the Democratic members of New Mexico's
congressional delegation said in a letter to the White House....
 
Elections
Candidate Kasich Says Climate Change Cause Unclear
Ohio Gov. John Kasich (R), who has stated that he recognizes
possible environmental harm from climate change, is expected to
announce July 21 his candidacy for president of the U.S....



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=AGENCY&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:133

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=STATE&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:134

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=TRIBUNAL&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:135

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=INTL-ORGANIZATION&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:136

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=INTL-ORGANIZATION&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:136

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=FEDERAL-STATUTE&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:137

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/cases_issue.adp?prod=deln&emc=delnepa:deln:138

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=71E4E149CA3328C4FBE11241AFBB5D1B&type=list&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:139

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=96A258FD31AE6BBB6F9AFF3F81EED4E7&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:140

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=3637FF265BC704F6BE77A5FD1B1B5D33&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:141

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=5865B176E7BD6A0404F5B7770EF854B2&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:142

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/pdf_archive.adp?group_name=DENPDF&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:143

http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup?emc=delnepa:deln:101

http://news.bna.com/deln/?emc=delnepa:deln:102

mailto:clayman.shari@epa.gov

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0H0C2P7P9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:110

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0H0C2F7M7&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:111

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0H0C2Z4B9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:112

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0H0C2Z8C4&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:113

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0H0C2G5M1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:114

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0H0C2P9K3&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:115





 
Emissions Trading
EU Carbon Rises to Highest Since 2012 as Bloc Tightens
Market
European Union carbon allowances rose to the highest level since
2012 after the bloc proposed tightening the market and Greece's
new bailout reassured investors....
 
Energy
China Tops IMF List for Global Energy Subsidies
China is the biggest contributor to global energy subsidies at $5.3
trillion, equivalent to 6.5 percent of the world's gross domestic
product, the International Monetary Fund estimates....
 
Energy
Funds Dump Crude Oil as Iran Deal Threatens Glut
Speculators cut bullish bets on oil to the lowest level since March
because an agreement over Iran's nuclear program threatens to
prolong a global supply glut....
 
EPA
EPA Security Classification Practices Probed
The Environmental Protection Agency Office of Inspector General
launched an examination into whether the agency properly
classifies information related to national security, according to a
new start memorandum issued July 20. ...
 
Forests
Administration Objects to Wyden, Barrasso Forest Bills
In the face of reluctance by the Obama administration to support
forest legislation, Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) continues to press
ahead with a bill to increase timber harvests in Oregon on land
managed by the Interior Department....
 
International Climate
British Columbia Releases Climate Action Plan Paper
British Columbia has released a climate action plan discussion
paper it hopes will help the province prepare to reach 2020 and
2050 greenhouse gas reduction targets....
 
International Climate
French Official: Time Is Tight for Climate Negotiators
Time is rapidly running out for international climate negotiators to
achieve a viable agreement that can be sealed at the global
climate change talks in Paris at year's end, France's top diplomat
warned environmental ministers and...
 
International Climate
Marshall Islands Pledges to Cut Carbon 45 Percent
The Marshall Islands, one of the nations most threatened by
rising sea levels, became the first developing country to pledge
absolute cuts in carbon emissions as part of a global fight against
climate change....
 
Renewable Energy
California Allows Bundling of Rooftop Solar Power
If you live in California, there's a chance that a neighbor with
rooftop solar panels will help keep your lights on soon....
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Renewable Energy
China Sells $300 Million in Dollar Green Bonds
Xinjiang Goldwind Science & Technology Co. sold $300 million in
three-year bonds, marking China's first sale of green bonds
denominated in dollars. Orders for the bonds with a coupon rate
of 2.5 percent were almost five times more...
 
Renewable Energy
Renewables Project Benefits Uncertain at Waste Sites
The Environmental Protection Agency doesn't have mechanisms
in place to measure the outcomes of its $4 million program to
promote renewable energy on contaminated lands, an EPA Office
of Inspector General report found....
 
Storage Tanks
Strong Congressional Interest in Storage Tank Rule
Lawmakers from across the political spectrum showed intense
interest in proposed compliance costs associated with the
Environmental Protection Agency's then-proposed underground
storage tank regulatory revisions, documents...
 
Taxes
Solar Credit Amendment Expected at Finance Markup
An amendment that would expand an investment tax credit (ITC)
for solar energy projects may be offered during a July 21 Senate
Finance Committee markup of tax extenders legislation,
representatives of the solar industry who had been lobbying...
 
Vehicle Fuels
Senators Seek Boost to RFS Biodiesel Requirement
The Environmental Protection Agency should increase the amount
of biodiesel required in its pending renewable fuel standards for
2016 and 2017, three dozen senators wrote in a letter July 20 to
administrator Gina McCarthy. ...
 


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines
 
JULY 20 FEDERAL REGISTER
 
JULY 21 FEDERAL REGISTER
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA Announces $8 Million in Diesel Grants
Projects in 21 states and Puerto Rico received a total of $8 million
in funding to reduce emissions from diesel engines under the
fiscal year 2014 allocation for the Environmental Protection
Agency's Diesel Emission Reduction Act program,...


Air Pollution
Labor Union in Canada Sues Over Emissions
From Expansion of Large Aluminum Smelter
A union representing Canadian workers is suing over a decision to
allow expansion of a large aluminum smelter on the Pacific Coast
without completing steps to reduce the plant's sulfur dioxide
emissions. ...


Air Pollution
State Laws Blocking EPA Wood Stove Rule
Could Lead to Sanctions, Affect Permitting
State legislation barring their environmental agencies from
enforcing new federal air pollution standards for residential wood
heaters could lead to sanctions on the states and jeopardize
states' ability to administer permitting...


Air Pollution
Under Performance Standards, EPA Plans
To Re-Propose Low-Pressure-Well Definition
The Environmental Protection Agency will re-propose the
definition of low-pressure wells under its new source performance
standards for oil and natural gas wells after the agency missed a
relevant comment in the docket....


Chemicals
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Terminate CSB Chairman, Two Top Aides,
Democrats, Republicans Urge White House
In the heaviest political shot against leadership at the Chemical
Safety and Hazard Investigation to date, a bipartisan group of
lawmakers urged President Barack Obama to fire Chairman Rafael
Moure-Eraso and his two top lieutenants in a March...


Climate Regulation
Governors Association to Help Four States
Identify Compliance Options for Carbon Rule
The National Governors Association will help four states with
modeling their power sectors and identifying potential compliance
options with the Environmental Protection Agency's proposed
carbon dioxide emissions limits for existing...


Climate Regulation
Obama Adviser Blasts McConnell
For Denigrating Power Plant Rule
President Barack Obama's top environmental adviser chastised
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) for attempts to
persuade states not to comply with the administration's Clean
Power Plan, which is a proposed rule....


Climate Science
Universities Split on Response to Probe
By Grijalva Into Climate Science Funding
Public universities with researchers targeted by Rep. Raul
Grijalva's (D-Ariz.) probe into climate science funding sources
have split on their responses to the congressman's request....


Energy
Sen. Cruz Introduces Broad Legislation
Encompassing Energy Development Wish List
The renewable fuel standard would be phased out over five years,
Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge would be opened for oil
and gas exploration and the permitting process for the export of
liquefied natural gas would be expedited,...


Energy
Senate Export-Import Reauthorization Bill
Retains Provision for Coal Project Financing
U.S. Export-Import Bank reauthorization legislation introduced
March 19 in the Senate includes new language that overrides
Obama administration guidance limiting the bank from financing
overseas coal-fired power plants. ...


Enforcement
Focus Sharpens on Criminal Enforcement,
Pipeline Construction for PHMSA Office
The nation's pipeline safety office is increasing its enforcement
focus on pipeline construction, a senior agency official said March
20....


Hazardous Waste
EPA Agrees to Revisit Corrosivity Standard
To Address World Trade Center Concerns
The Environmental Protection Agency has agreed to consider
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whether to amend its alkaline corrosivity standard for listing
materials as hazardous wastes after an advocacy group said the
current standard is inadequate and subjected first...


Hazardous Waste
White House Begins Review of Proposals
On Waste Generators, Pharmaceutical Waste
The White Office of Management and Budget has begun its review
of two proposed rules concerning hazardous waste management
under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act....


Hydraulic Fracturing
Interior Releases First Federal Fracking Rule,
Requires Chemical Disclosure, Safeguards
The Interior Department released a final hydraulic fracturing rule
designed to require the oil and gas industry to engage in "safe,
responsible drilling" on federal and tribal lands. ...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Oil and Gas Industry Groups Sue Interior
Over Fracking Rule, Say It's Duplicative
The oil and gas industry wasted no time in taking action against
the final rule governing hydraulic fracturing announced by Interior
Secretary Sally Jewell March 20, with two trade associations filing
suit in federal court within moments...


Nanotechnology
OMB Clears Proposed Data-Collection Rule
By EPA After More Than Four Years of Review
Manufacturers of engineered nanoscale chemicals probably will
have to provide chemical identity information and other data to
the Environmental Protection Agency under a proposed rule the
Office of Management and Budget cleared March...


Natural Resources
California Off-Road Vehicle Users,
Counties Sue Over Plumas Forest Plan
A coalition of off-road vehicle users and individuals has teamed
up with two California counties to challenge a U.S. Forest Service
plan limiting access to previously available roads and trails in
Plumas National Forest in the Sierra Nevada...


Oil & Gas
New Mexico Approves Rule to Allow Re-Use
Of ‘Produced Water’ From Oil, Gas Drilling
In a move calculated to have oil companies use less fresh water,
the New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission has approved a
new rule allowing oil and gas producers to reuse water that is
produced during drilling. ...


Oil & Gas
Pennsylvania Won't Extend Comment Period
Second Time for Draft Oil, Gas Drilling Rules
The public comment period for a heavily debated draft regulation
that would set new standards for areas around oil and gas drilling
sites won't be extended a second time, officials from
Pennsylvania's Department of Environmental...
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Oil Spills
Lawmaker Says EPA's Failure to Update Site
Causing Confusion on Oil Spill Rule for Farms
The Environmental Protection Agency hasn't updated its website
to reflect an exemption for farmers from federal oil spill rules—
even though Congress made the change last summer, said Rep.
Rick Crawford (R-Ark.)....


Regulatory Policy
Bills to Ease Permitting, Scrub Federal Rules
Head for Markup in House Judiciary Panel
The House Judiciary Committee is slated to mark up a bill March
24 to streamline environmental permitting for major energy,
manufacturing and infrastructure projects, along with other bills
designed to roll back environmental and other...


Solid Waste
Inhofe Raises Concerns About Delay
In Publishing EPA's Final Coal Ash Rule
Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.), chairman of the Senate
Environment and Public Works Committee, is calling foul over the
more than three months—and counting—that it has taken for the
Environmental Protection Agency to publish...


Storage Tanks
BP Agrees to Pay $7.9 Million to Settle
Allegations Over Tank-Site Cleanup Payments
BP Products North America Inc. will pay $7.9 million to settle
allegations it improperly reported sources of certain payments for
cleaning up leaking underground storage tank sites when seeking
reimbursements from California's cleanup...


Superfund
Involuntary Sovereign Owner May Be Liable
For Contamination From Demolition at Site
A county that involuntarily obtained a property may face
Superfund liability for contamination released by the demolition of
smokestacks on the site in the 1930s, a federal court in Wisconsin
ruled March 18 (Northern States Power Co. v. City...


Superfund
Utility Lacked Intent to Dispose of PCBs;
No ‘Arranger' Liability for Used Transformers
A public utility's sale of used transformers containing
polychlorinated biphenyls to a refurbisher, by itself, isn't sufficient
to establish that it had the requisite intent to dispose of
hazardous waste as a Superfund "arranger,"...


Sustainability
GSA Asks 120 Top Suppliers to Report
Greenhouse Gas Emissions in Pilot Program
The General Services Administration, which manages billions of
dollars in acquisition contracts on behalf of federal agencies, is
asking companies in its supply chain to publicly disclose their
greenhouse gas emissions and set targets...
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Vehicle Fuels
Lawsuit Over EPA Test Fuel Requirement
Questioned by Three-Judge D.C. Circuit Panel
A panel of appeals court judges questioned March 20 whether
alternative fuel producers had standing to challenge an
Environmental Protection Agency policy that test fuels used to
certify motor vehicles for compliance with federal fuel efficiency...


Water Infrastructure
Re-Use Association Wants EPA to Push
For More Recycling of Treated Wastewater
The Environmental Protection Agency should include recycling of
treated wastewater among its water infrastructure financing
plans, the WateReuse Association said March 20....


Water Pollution
EPA Must Process Law Firm's FOIA Requests
For Records on Nitrogen Limit, Court Rules
Although the EPA conducted an adequate search of some records
related to its decision to limit the discharge of nitrogen into New
Hampshire's Great Bay Estuary, it violated the Freedom of
Information Act when it failed to let a law firm modify...


Water Resources
Alberta, Northwest Territories Sign Water Pact
With Focus on Canada's Largest River System
Alberta and the Northwest Territories have signed an agreement
to cooperatively manage water resources. ...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


MARCH 20 FEDERAL REGISTER


MARCH 23 FEDERAL REGISTER
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Crude Oil Shipping Facility in Oregon
Violates Air Act, Advocacy Groups Say
An Oregon crude oil shipping facility is operating without the
proper prevention of significant deterioration permit, three
environment groups said in a citizen lawsuit (Nw. Envtl. Def. Ctr.
v. Cascade Kelly Holdings LLC, D. Or., No. 14–1059,...


Air Pollution
EPA Asks Court for More Cross-State Rule Briefing
The Environmental Protection Agency said in a July 3 motion that
it would be reasonable for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit to order supplemental briefing in
lawsuits challenging the Cross-State Air Pollution...


Canada
Canada Defers to Nova Scotia, Yukon on Rules
Environment Canada has published draft orders to implement
equivalency agreements with Nova Scotia on regulation of carbon
dioxide emissions from the electricity sector and with the Yukon
on regulation of wastewater system effluents....


Climate Change
Obama Administration Looking for Ways
To Work With Insurers on Extreme Weather
The Obama administration is looking for ways to work with the
insurance and re-insurance industries to make neighborhoods and
businesses more resilient to extreme weather events....


Endangered Species
Governors Advocate Reforms to Improve
Endangered Species Act Listing Policies
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The Western Governors' Association sent letters to the Republican
and Democratic leaders of the House to urge Endangered Species
Act reform, including use of sound science, public release of
relevant data and increased state involvement...


Energy
DOE Solicits Applications for $4 Billion
In Renewable, Efficiency Loan Guarantees
The Energy Department announced July 3 it will begin accepting
applications for as much as $4 billion in loan guarantees for
renewable energy and energy efficiency projects....


Energy
Grassley Says EPA Unlikely to Finalize
2014 Renewable Fuel Standard Until Fall
The Environmental Protection Agency is unlikely to finalize the
2014 renewable fuel standard until the fall, according to Sen.
Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), and others monitoring the rule....


Energy
Overseas Coal Plant Funding by Ex-Im Bank
Could Resume Under Bill Planned by Manchin
Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) is drafting a bill to reauthorize the
U.S. Export-Import Bank but would extract a concession from the
bank by forcing it to reverse its December decision to abandon
funding of coal-fired power plants in developing...


Hazmat Transport
Rail Car Design Standards for Oil Transport
Updated in Final Rules Issued by Canada
Canada on July 2 published previously announced final
regulations updating safety standards for the design and
manufacture of DOT-111 rail tank cars used to transport crude oil
and other dangerous goods....


Maritime Affairs
Canada Approves Seismic Oil Project
For Searches Between Canada, Greenland
Canada has approved a five-year seismic testing program in
Baffin Bay and Davis Strait to allow several companies to use
sound waves to search for potential oil deposits between Canada
and Greenland, despite longstanding opposition to such...


Natural Resources
Court Affirms Canada Has No Duty
To Protect British Columbia Peat Bog
The Federal Court of Appeal of Canada June 27 upheld a lower
court ruling dismissing a conservation society's claim that the
Canadian government had a legal duty to protect one of the
world's largest raised peat bogs....


Risk Assessment
Disinfected Water, Fuel Additives, Nanotubes
Should Be High IARC Priorities, Advisers Say
Advisers to the International Agency for Research on Cancer have
recommended the agency evaluate dozens of chemicals,
pesticides, food contact substances and occupational situations
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for their potential to cause cancer in people....


Solid Waste
Coal Ash Bill Passes North Carolina House,
Seen as Weaker Than State Senate Version
Coal ash ponds in North Carolina would be closed and their
cleanups prioritized based on risk under a bill (S.B. 729)
approved by the state House of Representatives July 3....


Superfund
Lesson From Waldburger: Federalism Alive,
High Court Wary of Preempting State Law
The U.S. Supreme Court's decision in CTS v. Waldburger shows a
unwillingness to preempt state law, meaning federalism isn't
dead, environmental attorney Richard O. Faulk said July 1 at a
conference on recent Supreme Court rulings....


Toxic Substances
More Targeted Compliance-Check Approach
For REACH Registration Planned by Agency
The European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) will adopt a more
targeted compliance check approach between 2014 and 2018 for
substance registration dossiers submitted by companies under
the European Union's REACH regulation, according to...


Toxic Substances
Two REACH-Restricted Chemicals Approved
By ECHA Panels for Use by UK Rocket Maker
Authorizations should be given to Roxel (UK Rocket Motors) Ltd, a
company that makes propulsion systems for missiles, to continue
to use two hazardous substances that would otherwise be banned
under the European Union's REACH regulation,...


Water Pollution
EPA to Hold Meetings to Share Ideas
About Operating New Financing Program
Starting in Chicago on July 22, the Environmental Protection
Agency plans to hold a series of informational meetings in seven
cities to discuss plans and solicit ideas for operating the new
water infrastructure financing program....


Water Resources
California Board Adopts Emergency Rules
On Enforcement of Orders to Halt Diversions
California's State Water Resources Control Board adopted
drought-related emergency regulations to expedite the
enforcement of curtailment orders issued to limit or halt
diversions from rivers and streams....


Water Resources
Congressman Says Water Needed to Avoid
Health Disaster From Diminishing Salton Sea
Its increasing scarcity aside, water remains the best solution to
staving off a looming public health catastrophe and economic
meltdown associated with a diminishing Salton Sea, Rep. Raul
Ruiz (D-Calif.) said....
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SPECIAL REPORT


Climate Change
Many Climate Change Laws May Lie Ahead
For Latin America to Confront Economic Toll
Latin America is expected to launch a slew of climate change laws
by 2017 as it rushes to fight global warming, which is expected to
have a heavy toll on the region....


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


JULY 3 FEDERAL REGISTER


JULY 7 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Hoskinson, Carolyn
To: Barolo, Mark; Anderson, Will; McDermott, Elizabeth; Worley, Ray; Mcneely, Steven
Subject: Thoughts you guys might find this article interesting about the VT MTBE case
Date: Tuesday, May 31, 2016 6:47:24 AM


Exxon, Others Beat Time-Barred MTBE
Claims At Vt. Top Court
Share us on: By Stan Parker
Law360, New York (May 27, 2016, 9:29 PM ET) -- The Supreme Court of Vermont on Friday
refused to revive claims brought by the state’s attorney general against Exxon Mobil Corp.
and a host of other gasoline companies over methyl tertiary-butyl ether groundwater
contamination in the state, finding them time-barred.


The suit, lodged in Vermont state court in June 2014, accused more than two dozen gasoline
companies of peddling gasoline laced with MTBE, despite knowing that the additive posed an
extraordinary threat to water supplies. The trial court, finding the state knew about the injury
more than six years before the suit, threw out claims in January 2015 that were based on
generalized injury to the state’s groundwater as a whole because they were filed after the six-
year statute of limitations.


Other companies targeted in the suit included Atlantic Richfield Co., BP Products North
America Inc., Citgo Petroleum Corp., ConocoPhillips Co., Shell Oil Co., Valero Energy Corp.
and Hess Corp.


The trial court, however, didn’t dismiss claims based on the state’s continuing tort argument,
or its allegations that it had discovered some instances of contamination within the past six
years, according to the opinion. The state was permitted leave to amend the complaint to give
more details on specific sites.


On interlocutory appeal, the state argued that it should have been allowed to use an exception
to the statute of limitations that covers “lands belonging to the state,” despite the trial court’s
finding that the exemption didn’t apply to tort and environmental claims from groundwater
contamination.


The state also argued that a 2008 state law putting groundwater resources in a trust for the
public created a new cause of auction, and thus a new clock for the statute of limitations.


But the justices on Friday struck down both those arguments, saying that the exemption for
“lands belonging to the state” was really meant as a defense against adverse possession claims,
and that the idea that a new law triggered a new suit deadline was based on an “inaccurate
assumption.”


“The logical consequence of the State’s position is that after the enactment of any statute or
amendment creating a new cause of action, for a period of years defined by the applicable
statute of limitations, the new statute has unlimited retroactive application to conduct and
injuries that occurred, and were known, decades prior to its enactment,” the high court wrote.


MTBE was used in U.S. gasoline at low levels since 1979 to replace lead as an octane
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enhancer, which helps prevent the engine from “knocking,” according to the EPA. After 1992,
it was used at higher concentrations in some gasoline to fulfill the oxygenate requirements set
by Congress in the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments.


Like many other states, Vermont has banned MTBE as a gasoline additive. However,
according to the suit, state environmental regulators are still grappling with remediation of
past MTBE pollution and continue to find wells contaminated with the fuel additive.


The complaint alleged that the oil industry conspired for decades to disseminate “inaccurate
and misleading” information about MTBE’s nature and risks, including in response to
inquiries from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.


ExxonMobil spokesman Bill Holbrook called the lawsuit "untimely" and "unnecessary" in a
Friday statement.


“MTBE has not been used in Vermont since 2005, almost a decade before the state filed this
lawsuit,” the statement reads. “ExxonMobil takes seriously its responsibility to conduct
business in an environmentally sound manner, and we work hard to protect the health and
safety of communities where we operate.”


He added that Exxon has been working collaboratively with the state for two decades to
identify, investigation and remediate contamination.


A representative for the Vermont attorney general's office did not respond late Friday to a
request for comment.


The state of Vermont is represented by Attorney General William H. Sorrell and assistants
attorneys general Scot L. Kline, Gavin J. Boyles, and Robert F. McDougall; Matthew F. Pawa,
Benjamin A. Krass and Wesley Kelman of Pawa Law Group PC; Robert J. Gordon, Robin
Greenwald and William A. Walsh of Weitz & Luxenberg PC; and Scott Summy, Celeste
Evangelisti and Carla Burke of Baron & Budd PC.


Exxon Mobil Corp. is represented by Ritchie E. Berger of Dinse Knapp & McAndrew PC,
David J. Lender and Theodore E. Tsekerides of Weil Gotshal & Manges LLP, and Deborah E.
Barnard and Michael T. Maroney of Holland & Knight LLP.


The case is State of Vermont v. Atlantic Richfield Company et al, case number 2015-201 in
the Supreme Court of the State of Vermont.


--Editing by Emily Kokoll.
 
 
___________________________________
Carolyn Hoskinson, Director
Office of Underground Storage Tanks, US EPA
202-564-2564
www.epa.gov/ust
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NEWS


Agriculture
China Seeks to Limit Development of Farmland
China's Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development has
released a draft regulation that aims to limit the encroachment of
development on agricultural land. The measure, issued Oct. 30,
states that the government will set quotas...


Air Pollution
EPA Ignoring Clean Air Act Role
Of States, Senate Republicans Say
The Environmental Protection Agency has repeatedly ignored the
principle of cooperative federalism in administering the Clean Air
Act, Senate Republicans said in a report issued Oct. 31....


Chesapeake Bay
Maryland Seeks Plans for Reducing
Stormwater Runoff From Urban Areas
The Maryland Department of Natural Resources announced that it
will award up to $10 million to reduce stormwater runoff from
heavily developed land and invited localities and
nongovernmental groups to submit proposals....


Climate Change
Automakers Meet EU Targets for Carbon
Dioxide Emissions for 2012, Avoiding Fines
The European Union said automobile manufacturers ranging from
Volkswagen AG to General Motors Co. either met their targets for
carbon dioxide emissions in 2012, including by exercising the
right to form pools among producers, or have possible...


Endangered Species
Agencies Prepare Plans for Greater Sage Grouse
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The Bureau of Land Management and the U.S. Forest Service
have jointly prepared three proposed land-use plans and
environmental impact statements to protect the greater sage
grouse in Utah, Idaho, southwestern Montana, Nevada and
northeastern...


Energy
China to Offer Financial Incentives, Rewrite
Regulations for Shale Gas Development
China has added shale gas development to its list of "key
strategic industries" and will offer financial incentives and rewrite
regulations to boost domestic companies in the field, according to
a document released by the National...


Energy
Energy Department Review Recommends
Moving Forward With FutureGen Project
The Energy Department recommended moving forward with the
FutureGen 2.0 carbon capture and sequestration project in a final
environmental impact statement that found the project would
have minimal impacts....


Energy
Feinstein, Coburn Drafting Legislation
To Remove RFS Corn Ethanol Mandate
The renewable fuel standard's mandate requiring the use of
conventional ethanol would be removed under legislation being
drafting by Sens. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) and Tom Coburn (R-
Okla.), the California senator told Bloomberg...


Energy
Governors ‘Academy' to Promote Clean Energy
The National Governors Association (NGA) will promote clean
energy growth in Arizona, Minnesota, Mississippi and Puerto Rico
through a new "policy academy" announced Oct. 30. The four
selected partners will work with NGA to align...


Energy
Markey Offers Bill That Would Require
Utilities to Obtain Renewable Electricity
Senate legislation introduced Oct. 31 would require electric
utilities to obtain a minimum of 25 percent of their electricity
from renewable sources such as wind, solar, hydro, geothermal
and biomass by 2025....


Energy
Much of Estimated 200-Year Coal Supply
Too Deep to Mine Profitably, Report Finds
The U.S. could run out of its domestic coal supplies in 20 years or
less, according to a report by a clean energy group....


Enforcement
FTC Takes Action Against Firms Accused
Of Making Deceptive Claims on Products
The Federal Trade Commission announced enforcement actions
Oct. 29 against several product marketers who are accused of
making misleading and unsubstantiated claims on biodegradable
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plastic and leveled accusations challenging environmental...


Hazardous Waste
EPA Begins Rulemaking to Revise Program
On Imports, Exports of Hazardous Waste
The Environmental Protection Agency has initiated a rulemaking
that would update the requirements for importing or exporting
shipments of hazardous waste, the agency confirmed to
Bloomberg BNA Oct. 31. ...


Hazmat Transport
Coast Guard Conditionally Proposes to Allow
Bulk Transport of Fracking Wastewater
The U.S. Coast Guard is proposing a process for issuing
endorsements that would allow barge owners to transport shale
gas extraction wastewater in bulk, according to a proposed policy
letter released by the agency....


Hazmat Transport
Rep. Dent Requests DOT Update
On Status of Hazmat Safety Permit Report
Rep. Charles Dent (R-Pa.) has asked that the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration provide Congress with an update on
the status of a congressionally mandated report on the hazardous
materials safety permit program....


Insurance
Court Says Insurer's Refusal to Defend Suits
Doesn't Waive Right to Challenge Settlements
An insurer did not forfeit the right to challenge a policyholder's
settlements even if it refused to defend environmental claims and
enforcement actions, the U.S. District Court for the District of
Kansas has ruled (Coffeyville Resources...


Natural Resources
Impacts on Public Lands to be Mitigated
With ‘Landscape-Level' Measures, Jewell Says
Interior Secretary Sally Jewell issued her first secretarial order
Oct. 31 to provide for "landscape-level" mitigation measures to
compensate for project impacts on federal lands....


Natural Resources
List of Protected Migratory Birds Expanded to 1,026
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced Oct. 31 an
expansion of the list of migratory birds protected by the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act. The service added 23 bird species and removed
four to bring the total to 1,026, the first update of the...


Recycling
Scrap Recycling Group Adopts Policy
Supporting Electronic Device Unlocking
Allowing the unlocking of electronic devices like smartphones and
tablets would increase recycling and reuse of the devices and
reduce the amount of electronic waste in landfills, a scrap
recycling and reprocessing industry group said in...


Superfund
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EPA Releases Draft Strategy to Provide
Common Approach to Groundwater Cleanup
The Environmental Protection Agency has released for public
comment a draft document recommending a strategy for cleaning
up contaminated groundwater at superfund sites, a top agency
official said....


Superfund
EPA to Spend $32.6 Million to Clean Up
Two Superfund Sites in New Jersey
The Environmental Protection Agency plans to spend about $32.6
million to clean up two superfund sites in New Jersey....


Sustainability
Companies, Stock Exchanges Paying More
Attention to Sustainability, Assembly Told
The world's top stock exchanges and companies have made
sustainability gains in recent years, but much more needs be
done, experts said during the 53rd General Assembly of the World
Federation of Exchanges....


Sustainability
Report Finds Businesses Losing Confidence 
In Climate Collaboration With Governments
Businesses are losing confidence in their ability to collaborate
with governments on making progress on climate change and
other sustainability-related issues, according to a new report....


Toxic Substances
Computer Models That Predict Toxicity
Seen as Aid in Designing Greener Chemicals
Computer models that predict toxicities can help chemical
manufacturers design compounds that are less toxic and more
environmentally beneficial than the chemicals they will replace, a
Dow Chemical Co. scientist said Oct. 31. ...


Water Pollution
EPA Could Face Lawsuit Over Petition
Regulating Runoff From Existing Sites
The Environmental Protection Agency could face a lawsuit for not
responding in time to a petition filed by 10 environmental groups
in mid-2013 that sought Clean Water Act permits for stormwater
runoff from existing industrial, commercial...


Water Resources
Most Large Companies Face Water Problems,
More Expect Water Risks, CDP Study Says
A survey of 184 large companies showed that more than half
think water scarcity has had a detrimental effect on their
operations and even more think they will be exposed to
substantial water risks in the future, a report from the nonprofit
group...


CORRECTION
A story in the Oct. 30 report about national compliance costs for a
perchlorate implied the Environmental Protection Agency's
standard is expected to be four micrograms per liter. As of
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October 2013, there was no expected standard for...


CORRECTION
An article in the Oct. 31 issue about a speech on California's Bay
Delta Conservation Plan gave the incorrect title for Gerald Meral.
He is the deputy secretary of the California Natural Resources
Agency. The online version has been corrected...


SPECIAL REPORT


Regulatory Policy
Citizen Suits Help Shape EPA Policy,
But Industry Wants Role in Settlement Talks
The lawsuit against the Environmental Protection Agency sought
to lay out a compelling case why the agency should regulate
mercury emissions from power plants, particularly those fueled by
coal or oil....


CALENDAR


LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR


PRESIDENT'S CALENDAR


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


NOVEMBER 1 FEDERAL REGISTER


OCTOBER 31 FEDERAL REGISTER
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Areas in 28 States Will Be Addressed
In 2016 Round of Sulfur Dioxide Designations
The Environmental Protection Agency has identified areas in 28
states that meet the criteria for inclusion in the next round of
attainment designations for sulfur dioxide, which will be
completed by July 2, 2016, under a settlement with
environmental...


Air Pollution
EPA Moves to Consolidate Power Plant Reporting
The Environmental Protection Agency is taking a phased approach
to consolidating how power plants will comply with reporting
requirements under the mercury and air toxics standards. The
agency March 24 will publish a final rule (RIN 2060-AS39)...


Chemicals
EPA Revokes New Use Rule Issued in 1990
For Two Flame Retardants Used in Plastic
Companies that make or import two flame retardants will no
longer be subject to production volume limits and recordkeeping
requirements under a final rule scheduled for publication March
24. ...


Chemicals
Paint Stripper Poses Reproductive Risks
To Workers, Consumers, EPA Says in Analysis
Paint and coating strippers containing n-methylpyrrolidone may
harm the health of people, particularly unborn babies, the
Environmental Protection Agency said in a final analysis released
March 23. ...
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Climate Policy
Inhofe Questions Whether White House
Adviser Has Climate Policy Ethics Conflict
Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.) questioned whether a former
Environmental Defense Fund attorney hired by the White House
would have a conflict of interest in pushing the administration's
Climate Action Plan....


Climate Regulation
Whitfield Plans Legislation to Postpone
State Compliance With Clean Power Plan
Rep. Ed Whitfield (R-Ky.) plans to introduce a bill that would
delay implementation of the Environmental Protection Agency's
Clean Power Plan and allow states to opt out of the carbon
dioxide regulation if it would increase utility rates...


Drinking Water
Algal Bloom Health Advisory Expected,
Head of EPA Drinking Water Office Says
The Environmental Protection Agency health advisory on toxic
algal blooms is expected to be released by the end of the spring,
the agency's top drinking water official said March 23....


Drinking Water
Lead, Copper Rule Recommendations May
Follow Utility-Designed Plan: Water Official
A member of an Environmental Protection Agency working group
told utility officials March 23 that the panel will most likely
recommend a plan for lead service line removal that would be
based on what utilities would design and would extend for...


Emissions Trading
California Committee Votes to Block Fuels Exemption
The Natural Resources Committee of the California Assembly has
rejected a measure to retroactively exempt distributors of
transportation fuels and natural gas from the state's greenhouse
gas emissions cap-and-trade program. The...


Emissions Trading
RGGI Develops Principles for Potential
Of Other States to Join Regional Initiative
The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), preparing for the
possibility that other states may opt into the nine-state cap-and-
trade program, has developed a set of principles to guide any
future discussions with other states....


Enforcement
Carbon Black Maker to Spend $100 Million
On Upgrades, Penalties Under Air Settlement
A Texas-based carbon black manufacturer agreed to spend an
estimated $98 million on air pollution control projects and pay
civil penalties under a settlement with federal and state
regulators filed March 23 (United States v. Continental...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Federal Fracking Rule Sent to Federal Register
The Interior Department's final rule governing hydraulic fracturing
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on federal and Indian lands is scheduled to be published March 26
in the Federal Register. It will become effective June 24. The rule,
from the Bureau of Land Management,...


International Climate
Arctic Melt Leading to Weakest Gulf Stream
In Up to 1,000 Years, May Shift Weather
Gulf Stream water currents in the Atlantic Ocean have slowed to
their weakest in as long as 1,000 years, threatening shifts in U.S.
and European weather, as well as coastal sea levels including in
New York and Boston. ...


Mining
British Columbia Aboriginal Group Affirms
Land Title, Bans Mining on Tribal Preserve
A British Columbia aboriginal group whose title to land was
affirmed last year by Canada's top court enacted its first law
March 19, banning mining, dam building, commercial road
construction and logging in the preserve that covers much...


Mining
British Columbia Issues Tailings Pond
Guidance in Wake of Mount Polley Breach
British Columbia's Environmental Assessment Office announced
requirements for new mine tailings ponds, responding to the
Mount Polley mine tailing dam collapse last summer....


Oil & Gas
BP Drops Membership in American
Legislative Exchange Council, Company Says
BP Plc has dropped its membership in the American Legislative
Exchange Council (ALEC) lobbying group, Brett Clanton, a
spokesman for Europe's third-largest oil company confirmed in an
e-mail to Bloomberg BNA March 23. ...


Ozone Depletion
New Canadian Regulations to Implement
Latest Montreal Protocol Requirements
Canada has proposed new regulations to meet its international
obligations on eliminating the use of ozone-depleting
substances....


Pesticides
Monsanto ‘Outraged’ by Assessment
That Roundup Probably Causes Cancer
Monsanto Co. said it is "outraged" by the World Health
Organization’s assessment that its Roundup weedkiller probably
causes cancer, the latest defense by the world’s biggest seed
company of its best-selling product....


Pesticides
Scientific Panel to Consider Pyrethroid Testing
The Environmental Protection Agency's Scientific Advisory Panel
on pesticide issues will examine new ways to test the toxicology
of exposure to pyrethroid insecticides on newborns, according to
a notice scheduled for publication...
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Renewable Energy
Agencies to Renew 5-Year Hydropower Commitment
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the departments of Energy
and Interior plan to renew a five-year commitment to advance
hydropower, the agencies said March 23. The three agencies plan
to formally sign an agreement "extending their...


Solid Waste
Va. Bill Allows Testing of Land-Applied Sludge
Local governments in Virginia will soon be allowed to enact
ordinances requiring the testing and monitoring of solid and semi-
solid industrial wastes that are applied to land under legislation
(H.B. 1364, S.B. 1413) signed March 16 by Gov....


Superfund
No ‘Arranger' Liability for Public Utility
In Sale of PCB-Containing Transformers
A public utility's sale of useful, but PCB-tainted, electrical
transformers for reconditioning and resale isn't sufficient to
establish its liability as a Superfund "arranger," the Fourth Circuit
ruled in a split decision...


Vehicle Fuels
EPA Seeks Better Cellulosic Ethanol Data
To Improve Renewable Fuel Standard Rules
The Environmental Protection Agency is requesting additional
data from cellulosic biofuels producers as it seeks to improve its
process for setting the annual renewable fuel standard....


Water Pollution
Barrasso Seeks to Amend Budget Resolution
To Limit Reach of Agencies' Jurisdiction Rule
An amendment that would limit Clean Water Act jurisdiction to
waters that are unrelated to the migration of birds, mammals and
insects through air was introduced to the Senate budget
resolution by Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.)....


Water Pollution
Canada Plan Would Let Quebec Enforce
Federal Standards for Wastewater Regulation
Quebec's wastewater effluent laws and regulations provide
controls equivalent in effect to those in the federal Wastewater
Systems Effluent Regulations, and a proposed administrative
agreement between the two levels of government...


Water Pollution
Federal Court Dismisses Suit by Advocates
Over Pennsylvania Sewage System Mandates
A court may not compel the Environmental Protection Agency to
review whether a Pennsylvania law complies with the Clean Water
Act because the state law does not clearly constitute a new water
quality standard and therefore the court has no role...


Water Pollution
McCarthy Urges Integrated Approach
By Utilities, Officials to Address Water Issues
Water utilities as well as federal and state regulatory agencies
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need to move away from a narrow "silo approach" in protecting
water resources and instead consider an integrated approach for
tackling wastewater, drinking water...


Water Pollution
Sanders Offers Water Infrastructure Amendment
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) introduced an amendment March 23
to the Senate budget resolution (S. Con. Res. 11) that would
provide $2 billion a year for the next six years to repair, maintain
and build wastewater and drinking water infrastructure....


Wetlands
Supreme Court Lets Stand Ruling That
Wetlands Determination Is Not Reviewable
The U.S. Supreme Court on March 23 declined to hear oral
argument on whether a jurisdictional determination for wetlands
under the Clean Water Act is a final agency action subject to
judicial review (Kent Recycling Servs. LLC v. U.S. Army Corps...


SPECIAL REPORT


Air Pollution
Supreme Court Review of MATS Rule Could
Have Far-Reaching Effects, Attorneys Say
The U.S. Supreme Court on March 25 will hear oral arguments in
litigation that attorneys say could have far-reaching effects on the
Environmental Protection Agency's regulation of power plants and
the deference the agency typically...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


MARCH 23 FEDERAL REGISTER


MARCH 24 FEDERAL REGISTER



http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup?emc=delnepa:deln:154

http://www.bna.com/contact-us-cu4758/?emc=delnepa:deln:155

http://www.bna.com/internet-privacy-policy-a4717/?emc=delnepa:deln:156

http://www.bna.com/corp/copyright?emc=delnepa:deln:157

http://www.bna.com/corp/license.htm?emc=delnepa:deln:158

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G4A9B3C8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:137

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G4A2K5N5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:138

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G4A2K5N5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:138

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G3U8B1D6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:139

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G3U8B1D6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:139

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G4A2G9E9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:140

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G3W6Y0G5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:141

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0G4A2Q5D2&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:142






 Latest News   BNA Insights    PDF LINK Search Full Publication     


Latest Developments -- Your Preview of the Day's News


The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


McConnell to Offer Amendment on EPA Rules to Appropriations Bill


Posted June 18, 2014, 11:06 A.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) intends to offer an amendment to the fiscal year 2015
Energy and Water Development Appropriations bill (H.R. 4487) that would block funding for the
Environmental Protection Agency to finalize or implement its carbon pollution limits for power plants unless
certain conditions are met, according to a senior McConnell aide.


Under the amendment, the EPA would not be able to finalize or implement the regulations unless they
have been certified not to increase electricity prices or job losses, according to the aide.


The amendment would be “very similar” to McConnell's Coal Country Protection Act (S. 2414).


The full Senate Appropriations Committee is slated to consider the funding package Thursday.


The EPA unveiled the proposed guidelines for existing power plants June 2, but it has faced push-back
from Republicans and coal state Democrats in Congress.


House Panel Approves $34B Energy, Water Bill With Yucca Funding


Posted June 18, 2014, 12:57 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The House Appropriations Committee today approved a $34 billion energy and water spending bill for
fiscal year 2015 that includes funding to continue the Yucca Mountain nuclear waste repository in Nevada
that the Obama administration opposes.


The draft fiscal year 2015 Energy and Water Development bill also includes environmental riders that
would block the Obama administration from promulgating any rules that would subject coal mining
operations in headwater streams to Clean Water Act permitting requirements.


The legislation would fund the Energy Department at $27.3 billion, and provide $5.5 billion for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers and $1 billion for Interior Department programs.


Among the amendments approved during the markup was a measure that would block the Energy
Department from crafting energy efficiency requirements for ceiling fans and an amendment allowing guns
on U.S. Army Corps land.
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The committee's approval of the bill paves way for future consideration by the full House.


Renewable Fuels Rule Delay Could Hinder Compliance, Refiners Say


Posted June 18, 2014, 1:30 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency's continued delay in finalizing the renewable fuel standard
blending requirements for 2014 could hamper petroleum refiners' ability to comply if the agency chooses
to increase the ethanol requirement beyond its proposal, an American Petroleum Institute official said
today.


The EPA should have finalized the 2014 blending requirements by Nov. 30, 2013, but the agency still
has not sent the final rule to the White House Office of Management and Budget for interagency review.
The continued delay is causing significant uncertainty for petroleum refiners and importers who are
obligated to blend renewable fuels into their products, Bob Greco, downstream group director at the
American Petroleum Institute, told reporters.


“This is not a recipe for predictability and reliability in the gasoline markets, and the administration's
inability to meet the congressionally mandated deadline of Nov. 30 is a clear example of how unworkable
the RFS is,” Greco said.


The EPA has not issued its final annual blending requirements by the statutory deadline since 2011
and the delays are increasing, the petroleum group said.


The increasing delays in issuing the annual requirements are evidence the program should be repealed
by Congress, Greco said.


Former EPA Administrators Back EPA Power Plant Rule


Posted June 18, 2014, 11:42 A.M. ET


By Dean Scott


Four former heads of the Environmental Protection Agency, all of whom served under Republican
presidents, today backed the Obama administration’s power plant carbon pollution limits and urged
opponents to abandon derailment efforts and to work with the EPA to improve them.


The EPA, which published proposals today to cut carbon dioxide emitted by existing plants, “has been
as creative as they could be” in giving states flexibility to comply with the cuts, former EPA Administrator
Christine Todd Whitman told reporters.


Whitman and other former administrators also urged Congress to take on climate change in their
testimony before a Senate Environment and Public Works subcommittee. The EPA projects its plan would
cut carbon dioxide emissions from existing power plants 30 percent by 2030 from 2005 levels, at a cost to
the power sector of $5.4 billion to $8.8 billion in 2030.


Growing Water Issues Could Pose Threat to Energy System, DOE Says


Posted June 18, 2014, 2:43 P.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


Increasingly urgent issues of water scarcity, variability and uncertainty could pose vulnerabilities in the
U.S. energy system, according to an Energy Department report released today.


To better understand and respond to the connections between water and energy, DOE should work
with federal, state and local government partners, the private sector and others on research and
development for technology solutions, the report said.


Making water use in energy and energy use in water more efficient should be among their top
priorities, according to the report.


The report said they should also look for ways to boost the reliability and resilience of energy and
water systems, increase safe and productive use of nontraditional water sources, promote responsible
energy operations with respect to water quality and other impacts, and exploit opportunities for integrated
energy and water systems.


EPA Releases Identities of 36 New Use Rule Chemicals
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Posted June 18, 2014, 2:51 P.M. ET


Companies that purchase chemicals will find it easier to determine whether the compounds are
regulated under Significant New Use Rules (SNURs).


The Environmental Protection Agency released the identities and Chemical Abstracts Service numbers
of 36 chemicals in a direct final rule issued today (79 Fed. Reg. 34,634). The 36 chemicals have divergent
SNUR requirements.


Previously, the rule identified the chemicals using generic names and pre-manufacture notice (PMN)
numbers from forms their original manufacturers submitted to the EPA. The lack of specific identity
information adds complexity to chemical purchasers that want to know whether a use they propose would
comply with the SNUR covering the chemical.


The direct final rule is effective Aug. 18 unless the EPA receives adverse comments by July 18. The
rulemaking is available at Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OPPT-2014-0276 via http://www.regulations.gov.


Three Chemicals Exempted From TSCA Reporting Requirements


Posted June 18, 2014, 3:54 P.M. ET


By Pat Rizzuto


The Environmental Protection Agency will exempt the manufacturers of three chemicals from reporting
process and use information under a direct final rule it will issue tomorrow.


The Toxic Substances Control Act rule is effective Aug. 18 unless the EPA receives adverse comments
by July 21.


The plant- and clay-derived chemicals are: 1,3-propanediol (CAS No. 504-63-2); palm kernel oils (CAS
No. 8023-79-8); and, bentonite, (acid leached; CAS No. 70131-50-9).


Companies made them in volumes ranging from 10 million to 100,000 million pounds in 2011,
according to Chemical Data Reporting (CDR) rule manufacturers filed.


The CDR rule would have required manufacturers of the three chemicals to provide the EPA process
and use information if they make them in volumes of 25,000 pounds or more in 2015.


The direct final rule means manufacturers still must file production volume data but not process and
use information.


Based on available human health and other information about the chemicals, the EPA said it did not
need process and use information, the agency said.


The Corn Refiners Association, the Institute of Shortening and Edible Oils, and the National Oilseed
Processors Association requested the partial exemption in 2011.


EPA to Extend Comment Period on Selenium Water Quality Criteria


Posted June 18, 2014, 2:55 P.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


The Environmental Protection Agency will extend the public comment period that ended June 13 by 30
days for proposed water quality criteria on selenium, the agency told Bloomberg BNA today.


The agency proposed May 14 two fish tissue-based criteria and two water column-based criteria on
chronic and intermittent toxicity of selenium, a toxic, naturally occurring pollutant in a more than 600-
page document. It would update existing criteria established in 1999. Environmental groups have
expressed concerns regarding the realistic enforceability of a fish tissue-based standard, while the mining
community has worried about the costliness of testing.


The American Petroleum Institute, the National Mining Association, the Utility Water Act Group, the
Appalachian Mountain Advocates, the Sierra Club, the Orange County, Calif., Public Works and the
Mountain-Prairie Regional Office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are a sampling of the groups that
requested an extension of the comment period. Affected regulated entities include mountaintop removal
coal mining, coal-fired power plants, irrigated agriculture, and phosphate mining.


The extension of the comment period will be announced in a “forthcoming” Federal Register notice, the
EPA said.
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Senate Energy Votes 12-10 to Build Keystone XL Pipeline


Posted June 18, 2014, 1:28 P.M. ET


By Lynn Garner


The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee today approved a bill authorizing TransCanada
Corp. to build the northern segment of the Keystone XL oil pipeline from the Canadian oil sands to
Nebraska.


The vote was 12-10, with most Democrats opposing it. The bill was sponsored by Senate Energy
Chairman Mary Landrieu (D-La.) and Sen. John Hoeven (R-N.D.). The bill is the first on the Keystone
project to be debated in the committee. It sparked a heated exchange and faces an uphill battle in the full
Senate.


Landrieu, who faces a tough re-election fight in her energy-producing state, defied the White House in
offering the legislation. She has been a strong supporter of the Keystone project. Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-
Alaska), committee ranking member, said senators “should be cautious in overselling” the significance of
the committee's vote, considering the opposition from the administration and Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid (D-Nev.).


The Republican-controlled House has approved the Keystone project a half-dozen times.


Groups Intend to Sue EPA Over Failure to Act on Lead Standards


Posted June 18, 2014, 2:47 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


Three environmental groups informed the Environmental Protection Agency that they intend to sue the
agency over an alleged failure to perform mandatory duties under the 2008 national ambient air quality
standards for lead.


The Center for Biological Diversity, Center for Environmental Health and Clean Air Council today filed a
notice of intent to sue the EPA for failure to take action against states and territories that haven't yet
submitted a required nonattainment plan or revision to an existing plan to address the 2008 lead
standards. The EPA was required to make a determination indicating that the states failed to submit their
required plans but hasn't done so, according to the groups.


The groups also allege that the EPA has failed to take final action on submitted state implementation
plans, missing a six-month statutory deadline to make a completeness finding on the plans.


The environmental groups said they would prefer to resolve the issue without litigation but pledged to
file a lawsuit if the EPA fails to remedy the alleged violations within 60 days.


Senate Energy Panel Approves President's Choice for FERC Chairman


Posted June 18, 2014, 1:35 P.M. ET


By Lynn Garner


The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee today approved the nomination of Norman Bay
to fill a vacancy on the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission with the expectation that Bay will be named
chairman.


The committee vote on Bay was 13-9 with most Republicans voting against.


The panel vote sends Bay's nomination to the full Senate for confirmation. His nomination is expected
to face opposition on the Senate floor.


The committee also approved the nomination of Acting Chairman Cheryl LaFleur to another term as a
commissioner. The vote on LaFleur was 21-1. Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) cast the lone no vote.


An effort by several senators to convince the White House that the president should designate LaFleur
as chairman failed in negotiations that lasted up until the committee vote.


Both nominees are Democrats and are expected to be confirmed eventually.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA: Affirmative Defense Lawsuits in Wrong Court
A consolidated challenge to a rule requiring Texas to remove
affirmative defense language from a state air pollution plan
should be dismissed because petitioners filed their lawsuits in the
incorrect court, according to the Environmental...
 
Air Pollution
EPA Science Advisers to Discuss Nitrogen Dioxide Review
A panel of independent science advisers will meet Aug. 13 to
discuss the Environmental Protection Agency's ongoing review of
the primary, health-based national ambient air quality standards
for nitrogen dioxide. The EPA, in a notice...
 
Air Pollution
New Jersey Checking Laboratory Air Emissions
Laboratories in New Jersey that emit toxic substances such as
benzene and methyl chloride are coming under increased scrutiny
to make sure they are complying with air pollution controls after
several were found to be violating standards,...
 
Asbestos
Concert of Action Theory Tossed in Asbestos Case
Formosa Plastics Corp. U.S.A. isn't liable under conspiracy and
"concert of action" theories based on its acquisition of Johns-
Manville's asbestos cement pipe division in the 1980s, the Eastern
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District of North Carolina...
 
Climate Regulation
New Mexico Delegation Largely Backs Methane Rules
Federal standards for methane emissions are vital to protecting
the San Juan Basin, the Democratic members of New Mexico's
congressional delegation said in a letter to the White House....
 
Elections
Candidate Kasich Says Climate Change Cause Unclear
Ohio Gov. John Kasich (R), who has stated that he recognizes
possible environmental harm from climate change, is expected to
announce July 21 his candidacy for president of the U.S....
 
Emissions Trading
EU Carbon Rises to Highest Since 2012 as Bloc Tightens
Market
European Union carbon allowances rose to the highest level since
2012 after the bloc proposed tightening the market and Greece's
new bailout reassured investors....
 
Energy
China Tops IMF List for Global Energy Subsidies
China is the biggest contributor to global energy subsidies at $5.3
trillion, equivalent to 6.5 percent of the world's gross domestic
product, the International Monetary Fund estimates....
 
Energy
Funds Dump Crude Oil as Iran Deal Threatens Glut
Speculators cut bullish bets on oil to the lowest level since March
because an agreement over Iran's nuclear program threatens to
prolong a global supply glut....
 
EPA
EPA Security Classification Practices Probed
The Environmental Protection Agency Office of Inspector General
launched an examination into whether the agency properly
classifies information related to national security, according to a
new start memorandum issued July 20. ...
 
Forests
Administration Objects to Wyden, Barrasso Forest Bills
In the face of reluctance by the Obama administration to support
forest legislation, Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) continues to press
ahead with a bill to increase timber harvests in Oregon on land
managed by the Interior Department....
 
International Climate
British Columbia Releases Climate Action Plan Paper
British Columbia has released a climate action plan discussion
paper it hopes will help the province prepare to reach 2020 and
2050 greenhouse gas reduction targets....
 
International Climate
French Official: Time Is Tight for Climate Negotiators
Time is rapidly running out for international climate negotiators to
achieve a viable agreement that can be sealed at the global
climate change talks in Paris at year's end, France's top diplomat
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warned environmental ministers and...
 
International Climate
Marshall Islands Pledges to Cut Carbon 45 Percent
The Marshall Islands, one of the nations most threatened by
rising sea levels, became the first developing country to pledge
absolute cuts in carbon emissions as part of a global fight against
climate change....
 
Renewable Energy
California Allows Bundling of Rooftop Solar Power
If you live in California, there's a chance that a neighbor with
rooftop solar panels will help keep your lights on soon....
 
Renewable Energy
China Sells $300 Million in Dollar Green Bonds
Xinjiang Goldwind Science & Technology Co. sold $300 million in
three-year bonds, marking China's first sale of green bonds
denominated in dollars. Orders for the bonds with a coupon rate
of 2.5 percent were almost five times more...
 
Renewable Energy
Renewables Project Benefits Uncertain at Waste Sites
The Environmental Protection Agency doesn't have mechanisms
in place to measure the outcomes of its $4 million program to
promote renewable energy on contaminated lands, an EPA Office
of Inspector General report found....
 
Storage Tanks
Strong Congressional Interest in Storage Tank Rule
Lawmakers from across the political spectrum showed intense
interest in proposed compliance costs associated with the
Environmental Protection Agency's then-proposed underground
storage tank regulatory revisions, documents...
 
Taxes
Solar Credit Amendment Expected at Finance Markup
An amendment that would expand an investment tax credit (ITC)
for solar energy projects may be offered during a July 21 Senate
Finance Committee markup of tax extenders legislation,
representatives of the solar industry who had been lobbying...
 
Vehicle Fuels
Senators Seek Boost to RFS Biodiesel Requirement
The Environmental Protection Agency should increase the amount
of biodiesel required in its pending renewable fuel standards for
2016 and 2017, three dozen senators wrote in a letter July 20 to
administrator Gina McCarthy. ...
 


REGULATORY AGENDA
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Breaking News


EPA Proposes 2014 Renewable Fuel
Requirement of 15.21 Billion Gallons


Posted November 15, 2013, 2:26 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency is proposing to use its waiver authority for the first time
to reduce the overall renewable fuel blending requirement for 2014.


The EPA's Nov. 15 proposed renewable fuel standard rule would require petroleum refiners and
importers to blend 15.21 billion gallons of renewable fuels into their products in 2014. That is
down from the 18.15 billion gallons required by the Energy Independence and Security Act as
the agency takes steps to address the ethanol blend wall.


This is the first time the EPA has used its Clean Air Act waiver authority to reduce the overall
renewable fuel requirement. The agency is reducing the requirement to avoid breaching the
ethanol blend wall—the point at which the amount of ethanol that must be blended into the
gasoline supply exceeds 10 percent. That is the maximum that can be safely used by all
vehicles and small engines.


That 15.21 billion gallon requirement for 2014 would also stipulate that petroleum refiners and
importers blend 2.2 billion gallons of advanced biofuels, including cellulosic ethanol, into the
fuel supply.


While the agency is proposing an overall target, the EPA said it will also seek comment on
setting the standard in a range between 15 billion gallons and 15.2 billion gallons. The EPA is
also seeking comment on setting the advanced biofuel target in a range between 2 billion
gallons and 2.51 billion gallons. The EPA is proposing a requirement to blend 17 million gallons
of cellulosic ethanol into the fuel supply in 2014. The agency is also taking comment on a range
between 8 million gallons and 30 million gallons.


The EPA anticipates finalizing the rule in the spring of 2014.


The EPA will accept comments on the proposed rule for 60 days once it is published in the
Federal Register.


Industries Seek Repeal.
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Several industry groups, including petroleum refiners and livestock producers, praised the
EPA's decision to use its waiver authority to decrease the blending requirement for 2014.
However, they reiterated calls for Congress to step in and revise or repeal the blending
mandate.


“Congress needs to step in and fix this once and for all,” Jack Gerard, president and chief
executive officer of the American Petroleum Institute, told reporters Nov. 15.


The American Petroleum Institute has repeatedly called on Congress to repeal the renewable
fuel standard. API had also petitioned the EPA to cap the 2014 blending requirement at 14.80
billion gallons in 2014 to avoid breaching the blend wall (157 DEN A-7, 8/14/13)(157 DEN A-7,
8/14/13).


Waiver Could Stymie Investment.


Advanced biofuels producers said the EPA's decision to reduce the blending requirements for
2014 could chill investment in the industry.


“The current proposal would have the effect of closing the market to renewable fuels and
undermining the investment community's confidence in the program, starving advanced biofuel
and biotech companies of the capital they need to successfully commercialize new and
innovative technologies,” Brent Erickson, executive vice president of the Biotechnology Industry
Organization's Industrial and Environmental Section, said in a statement.


To contact the reporter on this story: Andrew Childers in Washington at achilders@bna.com


To contact the editor responsible for this story: Larry Pearl in Washington at lpearl@bna.com


The EPA's proposed rule is available at
http://www.epa.gov/OTAQ/fuels/renewablefuels/documents/rfs-2014-standards-nprm-11-15-
13.pdf.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Conclusory Opinions by Three Experts Nixed
In Lawsuits Over Pollution at Power Plant
Expert testimony on whether airborne emissions from a coal-fired
electric generating facility violated the Pennsylvania Air Pollution
Control Act must be excluded because the opinions offered legal
conclusions, the U.S. District Court...


Air Pollution
EPA Proposed Standards for Wood Heaters
Would Increase Heating Costs, Senators Say
Senators from Maine and South Dakota say the Environmental
Protection Agency's proposal to clean up the next generation of
wood stoves and heaters would increase heating costs for
consumers....


Climate Change
EPA Urged to Stay Within Air Act Authority
In Regulating Existing Power Plant Emissions
The Environmental Protection Agency needs to stay squarely
within its legal authority under Clean Air Act Section 111(d) in
regulating greenhouse gas emissions from existing power plants,
Robert Wyman, an attorney at Latham & Watkins...


Climate Change
Methane Plan Calls for EPA to Evaluate
Controls It Once Deemed Unnecessary
A White House plan that requires the Environmental Protection
Agency to consider ways to further reduce methane emissions
from oil and natural gas wells represents a policy reversal for the
agency, which had previously argued direct regulation...
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Climate Change
Obama Issues Plan to Cut Landfill Methane,
Defers Decision on Oil, Gas Sector Emissions
The White House unveiled a strategy March 28 to cut U.S.
methane emissions, a potent greenhouse gas, that will include
limits for new landfills and coal mines operating on public lands....


Climate Change
Swiss Re Says Losses From Disasters Decreased
Global economic losses from natural catastrophes and man-made
disasters totaled $140 billion in 2013, down from $196 billion the
year before and well below the 10-year average of $190 billion,
according to an analysis by reinsurance firm...


Climate Change
West Coast States, British Columbia Believe
Pact Will Boost Impacts of Individual Efforts
An agreement signed in October 2013 by the governors of
California, Oregon and Washington and the leader of British
Columbia to collaborate on climate policies could produce a
consistent fueling infrastructure for electric vehicles on the...


Endangered Species
Four Bills to Revise Endangered Species Act
Introduced by Republicans as ‘Starting Point'
Four bills to revise the Endangered Species Act were introduced
by Republican lawmakers who described the legislation as modest
first steps....


Energy
Administration Still ‘Committed to Biofuels'
Despite Proposed Reduction, McCarthy Says
The Obama administration "remains committed to biofuels"
despite a proposed rule that would roll back the biofuel mandates
in the Environmental Protection Agency's 2014 renewable fuel
standard, Administrator Gina McCarthy...


Energy
Energy Efficiency, Renewable Energy Office
To Release First Strategic Plan Since 2002
The Energy Department's Office of Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy (EERE) will likely release the first strategic
plan for the office in 12 years during the week of April 14, an
EERE official said March 28....


Energy
FTC Proposes Changes to Fuel Rating Rule
The Federal Trade Commission is proposing changes to its fuel
rating rule, which determines the fuel rating that appears on fuel
pump labels, sets how octane levels are calculated and helps to
inform consumers about proper fuel for their vehicles....


Energy
Musk Joins Designer Westwood in Taking
‘Crowdfunding' to Clean Energy Development
E-commerce visionary Elon Musk and British punk-fashionista
Vivienne Westwood see eye to eye on a new wave in clean
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energy: You need to find investors online....


Energy
Renewable Energy Credit Extension
Is Not Automatic, Rep. Levin Says
An extension of the renewable energy production tax credit isn't
"automatically a given," Rep. Sandy Levin (D-Mich.), the top
Democrat on the House Ways and Means Committee, told a
forum held by the American Council on Renewable...


Energy
Southern Co. Agrees to Investors' Request
For Report on Renewable Energy Investments
Southern Co. has agreed with shareholders to report on how the
historically coal-focused utility is investing in renewable energy....


Energy
Toronto-Dominion Bank to Sell Bonds
Tied to Funding Environmental Initiatives
Toronto-Dominion Bank said it is the first Canadian commercial
lender to sell a so-called green bond, offering a C$500 million
($454 million) debt security tied to funding environmental
initiatives....


Enforcement
Consent Decree Requires Processor
To Pay Fine, Convert Boilers to Gas
An Iowa court has issued a consent decree that will require Grain
Processing Corp. of Muscatine, Iowa, to pay a civil penalty of $1.5
million to resolve allegations that it emitted excess amounts of
particulate matter and sulfur dioxide (Iowa...


Enforcement
Senate Judiciary Votes to Advance Nominee
For Justice Department Environmental Post
The Senate Judiciary Committee voted March 27 to advance John
Cruden's nomination to be assistant attorney general for
environment and natural resources. ...


Impact Statements
Interior Issues Draft Impact Statement
On Power Plant, Mine Project in New Mexico
The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement issued
a draft environmental impact statement March 28 for the Four
Corners Power Plant and Navajo Mine Energy Project in
northwestern New Mexico (79 Fed. Reg. 17,569)....


Oil Spills
New York Seeks Updates in EPA Plans
Covering Responses to Crude Oil Spills
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency should revisit decades-
old contingency and response plans for crude oil spills in New
York, with particular attention to the environmentally sensitive
areas in the eastern Great Lakes and the Hudson...


Pipeline Safety
PG&E Expects to Face Criminal Charges
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For San Bruno Pipe Explosion in California
PG&E Corp., owner of California's largest utility, said it expects to
face criminal charges for the 2010 explosion of one of its natural
gas pipelines that killed eight people in San Bruno....


Storage Tanks
EPA, Coast Guard to Clean Up Liquids
From Tanks at Former Pulp Mill Site
The Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Coast Guard
will clean up millions of gallons of hazardous materials leaking
from underground storage tanks as well as tons of sludge
contaminated by them at a defunct pulp mill in Northern
California....


Toxic Substances
EPA to Propose Final New Use Rules
For Adhesive, Building Material Chemicals
The Environmental Protection Agency will withdraw by April 14
direct final significant new use rules (SNURs) that would have
restricted uses of four chemicals designed for adhesive and other
applications....


Toxic Substances
U.S. Trade Report Details Barriers Faced
By Smaller Chemical Makers Exporting to EU
Small and medium chemical manufacturers say their ability to
export chemicals to the European Union is hindered by the cost of
complying with the registration, evaluation and authorization of
chemicals (REACH) regulation and emerging EU...


Transportation
Highway, Transit Agencies Issue Guidance
On MAP-21 Financial Penalty Provision
Federal highway and transit agencies have issued guidance
spelling out how they will implement a transportation law
provision that would impose, for the first time, financial penalties
on federal environmental review agencies for delays...


Water Pollution
Duke Energy Investors Seek Board Probe
Of Coal Ash Handling, Other Activities
A group of Duke Energy shareholders has called upon the utility's
board of directors to conduct an investigation into the company's
coal ash-handling practices as well as related lobbying and
political activities, participants...


Wetlands
Agencies Choose Science Over Metrics 
For Water, Wetlands ‘Significant Nexus' Test
Despite calls by Western states and various affected industrial
sectors, a proposed rule intended to clarify the scope of Clean
Water Act protections does not quantify what is meant by
"significant nexus" between geographically...


NTP to Hold Aquatic Models, Toxicology Workshop
The National Toxicology Program with the Environmental
Protection Agency and North Carolina State University will hold a
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workshop May 5-6 on how small aquarium fish can be used to
test environmental toxics and molecules' potential effects...
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Latest Developments -- Your Preview of the Day's News


The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Houston Man Charged With Selling Fake Renewable Credits


Posted June 20, 2014, 3:51 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


A Houston man who allegedly sold more than $29 million in fake renewable fuel credits to
ConocoPhillips, Tesoro Corp., Citgo and other oil companies was indicted by the Justice Department on 68
charges, including wire fraud, money laundering and mail fraud.


Philip Joseph Rivkin sold approximately 45 million fake renewable identification numbers representing
millions of gallons of nonexistent biofuel to oil companies that were required to buy them under federal
energy law, according to charging documents filed yesterday in the U.S. District Court for the Southern
District of Texas.


The charges, which represent a string of cases of scams involving fake fuel credits, comes as an
Environmental Protection Agency rule to ensure the credits' validity has yet to be finalized by the Obama
administration.


The Energy Security and Independence Act of 2007 requires oil refiners and importers to blend billions
of gallons of ethanol and other biofuels into the motor fuel supply, or to purchase credits, called renewable
identification numbers (RINs).


The EPA, which has said it is the purchaser's responsibility to ensure that renewable credits are valid,
has required oil companies and others who have unknowingly purchased fake RINs to pay millions in
dollars to settle violations.


Bills to Speed Up Permitting of Gas Pipelines Run Into Criticism


Posted June 20, 2014, 2:59 P.M. ET


By Alan Kovski


Two bills to expedite permitting of natural gas pipelines on federal and Indian lands ran into solid
opposition June 20 from the Obama administration and skepticism from Democrats.


The Natural Gas Gathering Enhancement Act (H.R. 4293), introduced in March by Rep. Kevin Cramer
(R-N.D.), would allow use of categorical exclusions to avoid National Environmental Policy Act analyses for
the gas gathering lines that remove gas from a production field, if the field development underwent NEPA
analysis.
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The Energy Infrastructure Improvement Act (H.R. 1587), introduced in April by Rep. Tom Marino (R-
Pa.), would allow Interior to approve rights-of-way for gas and oil pipelines to cross parts of national
parks. Interior's Bureau of Land Management (BLM) already handles such approvals on much federal land,
while Congress approves lines across parks.


At a hearing of the House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources, an
Interior official opposed both bills. Neither bill was needed, and the NEPA process was too valuable to
shortcut, testified Michael Nedd, BLM assistant director for minerals and realty management.


Democrats on the subcommittee suggested the bills were solutions in search of a problem.


Propane Shortage, Energy Efficiency Bills Scheduled for House Votes


Posted June 20, 2014, 2:24 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


Legislation designed to minimize shortages of propane and other heating fuels and a pair of energy
efficiency bills are scheduled for House votes the week of June 23 as the chamber prepares to focus most
of the week on energy-related matters.


The Reliable Home Heating Act (S. 2086) is designed to address last winter's shortage of heating fuels,
which sent propane prices to record levels and left many homes and businesses without heat.


The Senate approved the bill by unanimous consent in May, and House approval would send it to
President Barack Obama's desk for signature into law.


H.R. 4092 is designed to increase energy conservation in schools through energy efficiency retrofits,
and H.R. 4801 would require the Energy Department to evaluate potential energy savings available to
federal agencies through greater use of thermal insulation on both energy and water-use systems in
federal buildings.


Scientists Call for ‘Sound Science' in EPA's Biomass Accounting Rules


Posted June 20, 2014, 2:29 P.M. ET


By Andrea Vittorio


Ninety-one of the nation's leading scientists are urging the Environmental Protection Agency to make
sure that its forthcoming accounting rules for carbon dioxide emissions from biomass-fueled power plants
are based on “sound science.”


The agency should reject the “flawed assumption” that bioenergy is inherently carbon neutral because
a growing body of science shows that burning trees and other plant material to generate electricity
increases carbon emissions and contributes to other air pollution problems, the scientists said in a June 19
letter to the EPA.


The letter comes as the agency concludes a three-year deferment period used to gain a better
understanding of biomass's carbon emissions impacts while it considered regulating facilities that burn
biomass.


N.Y. Legislature Approves Bill to Have Agencies Consider Climate Effects


Posted June 20, 2014, 3:13 P.M. ET


By Gerald B. Silverman


Both houses of the New York State Legislature approved a bill yesterday that would require state
agencies to consider the effects of climate change and severe weather in permit applications and grants of
state funding (S. 6617).


The bill also would require that the state Department of Environmental Conservation promulgate by
2016 regulations that project rises in sea levels.


In addition, the department and the New York Department of State would be required to establish
model local laws “that include consideration of future physical climate risk due to sea level rise, and/or
storm surges and/or flooding, based on available data predicting the likelihood of future extreme weather
events including hazard risk analysis.’’


White House Orders Agencies to Develop Pollinator Health Strategy
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Posted June 20, 2014, 2:35 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


The White House has ordered the Environmental Protection Agency, the Agriculture Department and
other federal agencies to establish a national strategy on pollinator health over the next 180 days.


President Barack Obama, in a memorandum issued today, established the Pollinator Health Task Force
to develop the federal government's strategy on understanding, preventing and recovering from pollinator
population declines, fostering public-private partnerships on pollinator health and educating the public on
pollinator issues. The task force, which will consist of officials from at least 16 federal agencies, will be co-
chaired by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack.


The memo cites “severe” pollinator population declines, including the ongoing loss of commercial
honey bee colonies, and declines in the number of migrating monarch butterflies.


“The problem is serious and requires immediate attention to ensure the sustainability of our food
production systems, avoid additional economic impact on the agricultural sector and protect the health of
the environment,” Obama wrote.


Pennsylvania Blames Oil Companies in Suit for MTBE Contamination


Posted June 20, 2014, 10:13 A.M. ET


By Edvard Pettersson


Pennsylvania accused oil companies of polluting the state's groundwater with the gasoline additive
MTBE, joining states including New York, Vermont and New Hampshire that have brought similar
lawsuits.


Two complaints filed yesterday in state court seek damages for cleaning up groundwater tainted by
Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether, or MTBE, Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Corbett's office said in a statement that
didn't name the companies being sued. The lawsuits couldn't immediately be verified in court records in
Philadelphia.


“MTBE-related spills over the past 20 years have cost Pennsylvania hundreds of millions of dollars,”
James Schultz, general counsel for the governor, said in the statement. “We cannot take the health of
Pennsylvania's waters for granted and their protection must remain our utmost priority.”
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NEWS


Air Pollution
States Look at Options Beyond EPA
To Reduce Interstate Ozone Transport
Several states are meeting collaboratively to discuss options for
reducing interstate transport of ozone pollution after two
Environmental Protection Agency attempts to curb cross-state
pollution were struck down, Ozone Transport Commission...


Air Pollution
TVA Board Approves Closure Plan
For Coal-Fired Units at Three Facilities
The Tennessee Valley Authority board has approved a plan to
close eight coal-fired units at three of its power plants,
representing more than 3,000 megawatts of generating capacity,
a spokesman for the public utility told Bloomberg BNA Nov....


Brownfields
New York Brownfields Program Costly,
Off-Target, Environmental Group Says
The New York state brownfields cleanup program has been "costly
and off-target,’’ costing the state $1.14 billion in tax breaks over
the past seven years and resulting in the cleanup of "only 131
sites," according...


Climate Change
Canadian-Commissioned Report Criticizes
EU's Emissions Intensity Ratings for Fuels
A study commissioned by the Canadian government supports the
government's claims that the European Union's proposed Fuel
Quality Directive unfairly discriminates against crude oil produced
from Canada's oil sands. ...
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Climate Change
EU Considering 40 Percent Emission
Reduction Target for 2030, Official Says
The European Union is on track to meet its goal to cut
greenhouse gas emissions 20 percent by 2020, prompting it to
consider a new goal of a 40 percent reduction by 2030, an EU
official said in Warsaw Nov. 14....


Climate Change
McCarthy, McCabe Defend Carbon Capture
Amid Increasing Republican Criticism
Two top Environmental Protection Agency officials told separate
House panels Nov. 14 that carbon capture and sequestration is
commercially available, as Republicans criticized the systems as
being not technologically proven or economically...


Climate Change
New York City Tree-Planting Program
Hits 800,000 Mark Ahead of Schedule
A New York City program to plant 1 million trees has hit the
800,000 mark and is two years ahead of schedule, Mayor Michael
R. Bloomberg (I) and other officials announced....


Climate Change
Rich Nations Block Push to Count Past
Greenhouse Gas Emissions at UN Summit
The U.S. and the European Union have blocked a proposal
supported by 130 nations including Brazil and China that would
use greenhouse gas levels dating back to the industrial revolution
to help set limits on emissions in the future. ...


Climate Change
UN Releases Guide to Help Businesses
Engage in Climate Change Policy Decisions
Businesses should better align their corporate sustainability
strategies and advocacy efforts to more constructively weigh in
on climate change policy, according to a United Nations-led guide
released Nov. 14....


Climate Change
UN Seeks to Revamp Carbon Credit System
Amid Slump in Clean Technology Funding
Climate negotiators meeting in Warsaw have until the end of the
year to overhaul the United Nations's 16-year-old carbon credit
system or risk exacerbating a record plunge in funding for clean
technology projects. ...


Climate Change
World's Poorest Countries Finalize Plans
For Immediate Climate Change Needs
The poorest countries of the world have identified their immediate
needs for becoming more resilient to climate change impacts in
adaptation plans submitted to the UN Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change....


Emissions Trading
California Approves Second Round of Carbon
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Offset Credits for Use in Emissions Trading
California air quality officials have approved another 1.4 million
carbon offset credits for use under the state's greenhouse gas
emissions cap-and-trade program....


Emissions Trading
Greenhouse Gas Allowance Auction Fees
In California Not Taxes, State Judge Rules
Auction fees for greenhouse gas emission allowances are
regulatory fees and not taxes that would have required a two-
thirds vote of the California Legislature, a state trial court judge
said in a ruling in favor of the California Air Resources...


Endangered Species
Federal Agencies to Use Three-Step Process
To Assess Endangered Species Pesticide Risk
The four federal agencies tasked with protecting species listed
under the Endangered Species Act plan to use an interim three-
step approach to assess the risks associated with pesticide
exposure, according to a white paper prepared by the...


Energy
Obama Administration Remains
Committed to Biofuels, Vilsack Says
The Obama administration remains committed in its support for
developing alternative fuels, even if the Environmental Protection
Agency reduces the ethanol mandate in its 2014 renewable fuel
standard, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack...


Energy
Wyden Calls for Extending Wind Production
Credit Apart From Comprehensive Tax Reform
Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) said Nov. 14 he will seek to extend the
expiring renewable energy production tax credit in the event work
on comprehensive tax reform fails....


Energy
Wyden Calls on DOE to Update Analysis
Of U.S. Consumer Impacts of LNG Exports
Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.), chairman of the Senate Energy and
Natural Resources Committee, said the Department of Energy
needs to develop more accurate data on the full impact of
liquefied natural gas exports on U.S. consumers....


Enforcement
EPA Fines Chemical Company $2.57 Million
For Failure to Disclose Risks of Chromium VI
The Environmental Protection Agency announced Nov. 14 it has
fined a chromium chemicals manufacturer $2.57 million for failing
to disclose information about the risks of hexavalent chromium to
chemical plant workers....


Groundwater
Dry Cleaner's Cost Recovery Claims Against 
Water Supplier Under CERCLA Dismissed
A federal court granted a California water company's motion to
dismiss property owners' cost recovery and contribution
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superfund claims related to the contamination of soil and
groundwater surrounding a dry cleaning business...


Hazmat Transport
International Working Group to Discuss
Air Transport of Lithium Metal Batteries
A working group organized by the International Civil Aviation
Organization's Dangerous Goods Panel plans to meet in January
to consider possible restrictions on the shipment of lithium metal
batteries on cargo and passenger aircraft,...


Hazmat Transport
PHMSA Meets Nov. 19 on International Proposals
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration will
hold a public meeting Nov. 19 to discuss proposed revisions to
the UN Model Regulations, a set of international standards that
provide a basis for the development of harmonized...


Mining
Selenium Discharges From Inactive Mines
Require Water Act Permit, Groups Say in Suit
A corporate landholding company is violating the Clean Water Act
in Mingo County, W.Va., by discharging selenium from valley fills
associated with inactive mines at levels near or above legal limits
without proper permits, three environmental...


Mining
Senators Applaud Coal Company's Petition on Permit
Sens. David Vitter (R-La.) and Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) on Nov. 14
applauded Mingo Logan Coal Co.’s decision to petition the
Supreme Court regarding its partially revoked Clean Water Act
dredge-and-fill permit and said the Environmental...


Natural Resources
Canadian Fisheries Department Lays Out
Habitat Protection Policy to Guide Industry
The Canadian government has published more details on what it
expects from proponents of major development projects under a
streamlined regulatory process to protect fish and their habitat....


Natural Resources
House Natural Resources Committee Reports
Water Rights, Environmental Bills Favorably
The House Natural Resources Committee favorably reported a
water rights bill and three environmental management bills to the
floor, one of which would implement a controversial 2008 rule for
disposing of coal waste near streams....


Oceans
States, Local Governments, Businesses
Take Lead in Adapting to Ocean Acidification
State and local governments and local businesses are taking the
lead in adapting to ocean acidification, or the process of oceans
absorbing carbon dioxide, a National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration official said Nov. 13....


Pesticides



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3G4N0D8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:129

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3G4N0D8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:129

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3F8X1P0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:130

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3F2F0R8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:131

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3F2F0R8&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:131

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3F9D9C3&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:132

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3F9D4C4&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:133

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3F9D4C4&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:133

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3G4P4N0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:134

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3G4P4N0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:134

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3F9D7A5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:135

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0E3F9D7A5&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:135





EPA Reschedules Pesticide Advisory Panel Meetings
The Environmental Protection Agency has rescheduled a pair of
FIFRA Scientific Advisory Panel (SAP) meetings that were
postponed due to the government shutdown in October. The
advisory panel, which provides the EPA with independent
scientific...


Pesticides
Pesticide Advisory Committee Meets Dec. 5-6
The Pesticide Program Dialogue Committee will hold an online
meeting Dec. 5-6 to discuss various pesticide issues, according to
an Environmental Protection Agency notice scheduled for
publication Nov. 15. The committee, which consists...


Regulatory Policy
House Science Chairman Seeks to Bar EPA
From Issuing Rules Based on Unverified Data
Rep. Lamar Smith (R-Texas), chairman of the House Science,
Space and Technology Committee, plans to introduce legislation
in the next few weeks to prevent the Environmental Protection
Agency from basing regulations on "undisclosed...


Risk Assessment
Trade Group Says EPA Inappropriately Used
Study for IRIS Assessment, Subsequent Rule
The Halogenated Solvents Industry Alliance has submitted a
Request for Correction to the Environmental Protection Agency
asking it to acknowledge that the quality of a rodent study it used
to help assess trichloroethylene's human health...


Solid Waste
Coal Ash Recycling in U.S. Stymied
By Regulatory Uncertainty, Report Says
Coal ash recycling in the U.S. declined by 4.7 million tons in 2012
as uncertainty over Environmental Protection Agency regulations
continued to stifle the industry, according to a survey report
released Nov. 14 by the American Coal Ash Association...


Toxic Substances
Court Says Environmental Testing Costs
Cannot Be Recovered in Foreclosure Dispute
Environmental testing conducted to ensure that a building in
foreclosure was safe for a day care center falls outside of the
scope of an indemnity agreement between the property owner
and its mortgage lender, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the...


Water Pollution
Dismissal of Water Act Citizen Suit Upheld
An environmental group that filed a citizen suit before the
expiration of the 60 days provided in its notice of intent to sue
under the Clean Water Act is subject to summary dismissal of its
case, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit held...


Water Pollution
EPA Chief Says Draft Water Jurisdiction Rule
‘Very Early' in Process of Interagency Review
The head of the Environmental Protection Agency testified Nov.
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14 that the draft proposed Clean Water Act jurisdiction rule that
was leaked to the public is "very, very early in the process" of
interagency review....


Water Pollution
Legislation Would Set Up Research Centers
To Develop Innovative Stormwater Controls
The Environmental Protection Agency would establish five
"centers of excellence" to develop and study new, nature-based
methods of controlling stormwater and would provide grants to
other green stormwater control projects under...


Water Pollution
Release of Final EPA Cooling Water Intake
Regulation Postponed Until January 2014
The Environmental Protection Agency's final regulation on cooling
water intake structures at power plants and industrial facilities
will not be released until Jan. 14, 2014, the nonprofit Riverkeeper
told Bloomberg BNA Nov. 14 (Riverkeeper...


Water Resources
California Legislature Said Likely to Move
New Water Bond Measure for 2014 Ballot
An $11 billion water bond measure, expected to go before
California voters in 2014, is likely to be replaced by another
measure, according to an attorney who specializes in water law....


Water Resources
Plans for Orange County Desalination Plant
Pulled Amid State Environmental Concerns
Poseidon Water withdrew its permit application to build an Orange
County desalination plant in a move that will postpone project
approval at least another year. ...


Water Resources
Senate, House Members Optimistic They
Can Complete Water Resources Bill This Year
The leaders of the House and Senate committees working on
water resources legislation told Bloomberg BNA they are hopeful
work can be completed this year on the two bills....


Wetlands
Louisiana Illegally Issued Permit for Coal,
Petroleum Coke Facility, Petitioners Say
Louisiana illegally issued a coastal use permit for construction and
operation of a new coal and petroleum coke export facility along
the Lower Mississippi River south of New Orleans and failed to
consider alternative sites or weigh adverse...


CALENDAR


LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR


PRESIDENT'S CALENDAR


PUBLIC LAWS
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From: Smith, TimR
To: Deitz, Rachel
Cc: Gerber, Linda; Barolo, Mark; Miller, Paul; White, Hal; Burnell, Susan; White, Hal
Subject: Material in response to MTBE FOIA request
Date: Friday, February 26, 2016 2:59:39 PM


Hi Rachel -


I am gathering information for the FOIA with a general eye to release detection.  Some of my
stuff may cross-over to other subject areas.  I left a CD on your chair yesterday.  It contains
OUST's Web-based UST Inspector Training.  I refer to it below under 1.f.  In addition to it, I am
providing links below to websites and a brief description of the information that is available on
those websites on EPA-related material by subjects listed on the FOIA request.


1.e. detection of leaks of gasoline from UST systems


The following list of OUST publications should be provided by Karen or Sharon as part of
archived and current OUST publications.  I assume once you compile all information from
this group, we will have a brief meeting to make sure all material we think is appropriate to
send is identified and categorized before releasing anything.  I will make sure at that
time these are included:


Underground Storage Tanks: Requirements and Options
Automatic Tank Gauging Systems for Release Detection: Reference Manual for
Underground Storage Tank Inspectors
Doing Inventory Control Right for Underground Storage Tanks
Getting the Most Out of Your Automatic Tank Gauging System
Introduction to Statistical Inventory for Underground Storage Tanks
List of Leak Detection Evaluations for UST Systems
Manual Tank Gauging for Small Underground Storage Tanks
Standard Test Procedures for Evaluating Various Leak Detection Methods
Straight Talk On Tanks (STOT)


1.e. and 1.f. detection of leaks of gasoline from UST systems and inspection of UST systems
and enforcement of UST system regulations and spill prevention programs


Description: These are links to pages on the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control
Commission (NEIWPCC) website.  These links provide access to information and training
material on UST prevention and cleanup issues sponsored by EPA:


Users can search NEIWPCC's Home Page for relevant information under the tab on the left
<Underground Storage Tanks> at: http://www.neiwpcc.org/
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These are specific links from the Home Page that EPA thinks fit the FOIA request:


http://www.neiwpcc.org/tanksconference/
Description: This link is to the National Tanks Conference.  It contains information on past
tank conferences including archived presentations.


http://www.neiwpcc.org/lustline/llarchive.asp
Description: This link is to the LUSTLine publication that covers various prevention and
cleanup topics.


UST/Prevention
http://www.neiwpcc.org/ustwebinars.asp
Description: NEIWPCC Training Webinars - UST inspection focus.


http://www.neiwpcc.org/ustwebinararchive.asp
Description: Archived Meetings and Training - UST inspection focus.


http://www.neiwpcc.org/trainingresources.asp
Description: Various UST training resources.


http://www.neiwpcc.org/altfuels.asp
Description: Information pertaining to alternative fuels. 


LUST/Corrective Action
http://www.neiwpcc.org/ustwebinars.asp
Description: NEIWPCC Webinars - same URL as prevention webinars.  Search for cleanup-
related topics.


http://www.neiwpcc.org/ustwebinararchive.asp
Description: Webinar Archive - Same URL as prevention archives.  Search for cleanup-related
topics.


Operator Training
Note: This training is the same as EPA provide on CD


ASTSWMO - Tanks Webpage


http://www.astswmo.org/main/tanks_pubs.html
Description: This is a link to the Association of State and Territorial Solid Waste Management
Officials (ASTSWMO) - Tanks site. This page of their website contains publications that may be
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considered sponsored by EPA.  It is not a complete list at this time.  I am adding this as a
placeholder.  We may or may not include it in the final package. 


UST Common Compliance Violations Report – FY 2012 (April 2014)
Operator Training Resource Guide and Spreadsheet (March 2012 Update)


Tim
(202) 564-0643
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NEWS


Brownfields
EPA Proposes to Remove Reference
To 2005 Standard for Site Assessments
The Environmental Protection Agency is proposing a rule to
withdraw recognition of an outdated 2005 industry standard for
assessing brownfields and other sites for potential environmental
liability, according to a notice scheduled for...


Chesapeake Bay
Bay States' Accord on Restoration
Is Model for Nation, McCarthy Says
The Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement signed by the
governors of six mid-Atlantic states June 16 is a model for
Environmental Protection Agency's multistate water pollution
reduction programs around the country, EPA Administrator...


Climate Change
Australian Official Dismisses Obama Proposal
On U.S. Power Plant Emissions as ‘Rhetoric'
Australia's chief trade-deals negotiator has labeled the bid by
President Barack Obama to cut U.S. power-plant emissions as
lacking substance....


Climate Change
Bonn Climate Talks Conclude With Deal 
For ‘Elements' of Draft Text Within a Month
Delegates at the Bonn Climate Change Conference took a small
step forward with an agreement to circulate "elements" of a draft
of the 2015 global treaty to curb climate change starting next
month. That set the stage for at least part...


Climate Change
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California Lawmakers Back Plan on Spending
Future Revenues Derived From Cap-and-Trade
California lawmakers have approved legislation locking in a plan
for spending future revenues derived from the state's greenhouse
gas emissions cap-and-trade program....


Climate Change
Obama Slams Congressional Republicans
For ‘Wrong' Attitudes on Climate Change
President Barack Obama slammed in a June 14 speech those in
Congress who deny the widespread scientific consensus that
human activities are a cause of climate change and others who
use their lack of scientific expertise as a justification for...


Energy
EPA Extends 2013 Renewable Fuel Standard Deadline
The Environmental Protection Agency will extend the deadline for
petroleum refiners and importers to demonstrate compliance with
the 2013 renewable fuel standard to Sept. 30 in a final rule to be
published in the Federal Register June 17....


Energy
Ohio Governor Signs Renewables Freeze
Despite pushback from Ohio environmental groups and
businesses, Ohio Gov. John Kasich (R) signed legislation June 13
suspending the state's renewable energy mandates for two years
(Am. Sub. S.B. 310). The measure freezes renewable...


Energy
Republican Governors Oppose Climate, Waters Rules
Environmental Protection Agency proposals to regulate carbon
dioxide from power plants and redefine waters of the United
States would impair states' abilities to pursue energy policies best
suited to their circumstances, nine Republicans...


Energy
Sen. Markey Says Gas Exports Illegal,
Takes New Tack on Fighting Their Sales
Sen. Edward Markey (D-Mass.) is taking a new tack in his fight to
block U.S. natural gas exports, now suggesting such sales are
illegal....


Energy
Wyoming Plan for Carbon Dioxide Pipelines
Heads to Interior Department for Approval
Wyoming has completed a plan to establish a carbon dioxide
pipeline corridor network to reduce permitting time frames and
expedite enhanced recovery of oil in old oil fields. ...


Oceans
Kerry Calls for a Global Enforceable Plan,
Practical Solutions to Protect Oceans
Secretary of State John Kerry called for a global enforceable plan
to protect the oceans from overfishing, marine pollution and
ocean acidification at the opening day of an international
conference on oceans June 16....
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Pesticides
EPA Disputes Beekeeper Claims in Lawsuit
Challenging Neonicotinoid Registrations
The Environmental Protection Agency is disputing claims that it
violated federal laws in registering products containing the
neonicotinoid insecticides thiamethoxam and clothianidin (Ellis v.
Housenger, N.D. Cal., No. 13-cv-1266,...


Risk Assessment
Concern on Unvetted Guidance in Preambles
Likely to Emerge in IRIS Peer Review Meeting
Concerns that the Environmental Protection Agency may be
establishing new risk assessment policies as it summarizes
existing guidance in Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS)
preambles are likely to come up when an advisory panel
critiques...


Sustainability
Researchers Show What Sustainability Issues
Matter Most, Least in Corporate Reports
A sustainability research and advisory institute has ranked what
environmental, social and governance issues matter most and
least in sustainability reports across 35 sectors....


Toxic Substances
EU Chemicals Agency Lists New SVHCs,
Triggering Potential REACH Prohibitions
The European Chemicals Agency June 16 added four chemicals to
the candidate list of substances of very high concern (SVHCs),
meaning that the substances could be prioritized for restrictions,
or even bans, under the European Union's...


Toxic Substances
National Children's Study Needs More Work,
Scientific Rationale, Academies Panel Says
The proposed multibillion-dollar National Children's Study needs
further development and a stronger scientific rational before
proceeding, the National Academies said in a report released June
16....


Water Pollution
Canadian, U.S. Shipowners Seek
Common Ballast Water Regulations
The two largest associations representing ship owners and
operators in the Great Lakes in Canada and the U.S. have issued
a set of principles to align the regulation of ballast water....


Water Pollution
USGS Water Study Highlights Road Deicers
As Big Source of Dissolved Solids in Streams
Road deicers stand out as a high-volume source of dissolved
solids in U.S. streams in a study released June 16 by the U.S.
Geological Survey....


BNA INSIGHTS
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions Proposal for Existing Power
Plants Raises Thorny Issues
The EPA, in seeking to exercise the regulatory authority the
Supreme Court has given it, particularly with its far-reaching and
overwhelmingly complex proposed greenhouse gas emission
guidelines for existing power plants, is swinging...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


JUNE 16 FEDERAL REGISTER


JUNE 17 FEDERAL REGISTER
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Views Differ on Plan to Cut Emissions
At Coal-Fired Power Plant in Arizona
The Environmental Protection Agency's proposals to reduce
nitrogen oxide emissions at the Navajo Generating Station in
northern Arizona elicited sharply differing views at a public
comment session in Phoenix....


Chesapeake Bay
Draft EPA Memoranda Provide Bay States
With Guidance on Nutrient Trading, Offsets
The states sharing the Chesapeake Bay watershed could establish
nutrient trading programs that in certain cases offer 1:1 trading
between point sources and nonpoint sources, under one of two
draft Environmental Protection Agency guidance...


Chesapeake Bay
Groups Allege Effluent Violations
At Maryland Water Filtration Plant
Three environmental groups announced their intention to sue a
large Maryland water and sewer agency, claiming that one of its
water filtration plants sends more silt and other suspended solids
into the Potomac River than it withdraws from...


Climate Change
D.C. Circuit Extends Deadline to File
Petition for Rehearing in Biomass Case
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit has
granted a request by forestry and industry groups to extend the
deadline to petition for rehearing in a lawsuit over greenhouse
gas permitting requirements for biomass until...
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Climate Change
Development Banks Report $27 Billion
In Climate Change Financing for 2012
Multilateral development banks provided nearly $27 billion
worldwide for climate change mitigation and adaptation projects
in fiscal year 2012, up from $24.1 billion the year before,
according to a joint report on climate finance released...


Climate Change
House Republicans Ask EPA to Withdraw
Carbon Standards for New Power Plants
The Environmental Protection Agency's proposed carbon dioxide
performance standards for new power plants violate the Energy
and Policy Act of 2005 and should be withdrawn, four House
Republicans said in a letter to the agency. ...


Climate Change
Japan Scales Back Emission Reduction Goal,
Spurs Criticism at Climate Talks in Warsaw
Japan formally announced Nov. 15 that it will dramatically scale
back its 2020 target for reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
sparking criticism from negotiators, environmentalists and
observers at the United Nations climate summit half...


Climate Change
Warsaw Talks Progress on Deforestation;
Draft on Measurement, Verification Expected
Negotiators from more than 190 nations are likely to have a host
of draft proposals before them to curb global deforestation—a key
contributor to climate change—when they arrive for the second
and final week of the United Nations...


Drilling
California's Proposed Fracking Rules
Would Require Permitting, Public Notice
Oil and gas well operators in California would have to apply for a
state permit to conduct certain well stimulation operations and
provide advance written notification to neighbors of the proposed
project under proposed regulations for hydraulic...


Drinking Water
EPA Solicits Members for Drinking Water Council
The Environmental Protection Agency requested nominations for
individuals to serve on its National Drinking Water Advisory
Council in a Nov. 15 Federal Register notice (78 Fed. Reg.
66,838). The 15-member council advises EPA on
implementation...


Energy
Compromise Possible on Energy Funding
Contained in Farm Bill, Rep. King Says
There is "room for compromise" over the fate of $900 million in
mandatory energy funding contained in the farm bill that is being
debated by House and Senate conferees, Rep. Steve King (R-
Iowa) said....


Energy
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EPA Proposes to Lower Ethanol Requirement
But Congressional Criticism of RFS Persists
An Obama administration proposal to lower by billions of gallons
the amount of ethanol refiners are required to use under the
renewable fuel standard wasn't enough to satisfy congressional
critics pushing legislation to see the standard...


Energy
EPA Waives 2014 Renewable Fuel Standard
To 15.21 Billion Gallons, Citing Blend Wall
The Environmental Protection Agency is proposing to use its
waiver authority for the first time to reduce the overall renewable
fuel blending requirement for 2014....


Energy
FERC Intrudes on State Authority
In Order 1000 Transmission Rule, States Say
States and intervenors challenging the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission's landmark Order 1000 transmission planning rule
said in reply briefs filed Nov. 15 that the commission is usurping
state authority....


Energy
Freeport LNG Export Terminal in Texas
Receives Conditional Approval to Expand
The Energy Department said Nov. 15 that it conditionally has
authorized an expansion of the Freeport liquefied natural gas
export terminal on the Texas Gulf Coast....


Energy
House Set to Consider Energy Bills
On Fracking, Permitting, Pipelines
House Republicans plan to act the week of Nov. 18 on three bills
aimed at expanding domestic energy production....


Energy
Wind Power Company Allowed to Proceed
With $2.2 Billion Lawsuit Against Ontario
A Canadian wind power company has won an appeal allowing it to
proceed with a C$2.25 billion ($2.16 billion) lawsuit against
Ontario's government for imposing what the company alleges was
a politically motivated moratorium on offshore...


Enforcement
Anticorruption Campaign in China Results
In Prosecutions of Environmental Officials
A nationwide anticorruption campaign in China has led to the
convictions of high-level environmental officials, including the
director of the Ministry of Environmental Protection's northern
China branch, as well as numerous lower-level...


Security
Chemical Safety Policy Options Expected
Next Month, Officials From EPA, OSHA Say
Officials from the Environmental Protection Agency and the
Occupational Safety and Health Administration said potential
high-level policy options to improve chemical safety and security
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will be released next month for "more focused...


Toxic Substances
California to Issue Product Safety Draft Guidance
California's Department of Toxic Substances Control will release
by January 2014 draft guidance to help chemical and product
manufacturers, retailers and importers evaluate different ways to
make a product safer, a senior department...


Toxic Substances
China Plans Regulation on Titanium Dioxide Industry
A regulation that will restrict or promote certain production
techniques in the titanium dioxide industry and impose new
environmental requirements is expected to be released in the
next year, according to the China Petroleum & Chemical...


Toxic Substances
ECHA Requests Further Information
On BPA, Five Other REACH Substances
The European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) said it will ask for more
information on six potentially hazardous chemicals from
companies that have registered the substances under the
European Union's REACH chemicals law (Regulation No.
1907/2006...


Water Pollution
Court Says Settlement Also Releases Claims
Against Firm That Merged With Predecessor
The settlement of a California water district's environmental
contamination claims against a manufacturer also releases claims
against a company that merged with a predecessor of the settling
company, the California Court of Appeal...


Water Pollution
EPA Seeks Input on New Industrial Sources 
Of Stormwater Runoff in Draft NPDES Permit
The Environmental Protection Agency Nov. 15 asked other
federal, state and tribal agencies as well as the public to
comment and identify potential environmental impacts associated
with requiring Clean Water Act permits for stormwater
discharges...


Water Pollution
Three Republicans Ask OMB to Return
Draft Rule on Water Jurisdiction to EPA
Three congressional Republicans urged the White House Office of
Management and Budget to return the Environmental Protection
Agency's draft rule on Clean Water Act jurisdiction to the agency
because the science underlying the rule...


Water Resources
National Partnership Formed to Help
Communities Utilize Resources in Droughts
The Obama administration has launched an interagency
partnership to make it easier for communities to "navigate"
federal, state and local resources for developing resiliency during
droughts....
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA Should Limit Toxic Emissions From
Oil, Gas Wells, Environmental Groups Say
A coalition of 64 environmental and public health groups has
asked the Environmental Protection Agency to regulate emissions
of hazardous air pollutants from oil and gas wells under the Clean
Air Act....


Climate Change
Climate Change Could Cause National
Security Risks, Military Report Concludes
Effects from climate change already are causing national security
problems around the world and could serve as a future "catalyst
of conflict" across vulnerable parts of the world, a panel of retired
military admirals and generals...


Climate Change
Limiting Global Warming ‘Almost Impossible'
Without Limits on Coal in China, Report Says
It will be "almost impossible" to limit global warming to 2 degrees
Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) unless China puts limits on its
coal consumption within the next decade, according to a new
policy paper from two U.K.-based researchers....


Congress
Failure of Energy Bill to Pass in Senate
Shows Legislators Can't Agree to Agree
The sponsors of a bill to promote U.S. energy conservation built it
to pass in a Congress where almost nothing passes....


Corporate Responsibility
Court Denies Stay of Conflict Minerals Rule
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The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit on
May 14 denied an emergency motion filed by three trade groups
to stay the Securities and Exchange Commission's conflict
minerals rule. In its brief per curiam order, the court...


Drilling
Watson Named Head of Wyoming Oil, Gas Unit
May 14 — The Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission
has named Mark Watson, a petroleum engineer, as the
permanent supervisor of the agency. Gov. Matt Mead (R), who
serves on the commission, made the announcement of
Watson's...


Energy
Delays on Keystone Drive Interest
In Oil Pipeline to Canada's East Coast
Delays by the U.S. in reviewing Keystone XL are helping build
momentum for an oil pipeline to Canada's East Coast....


Energy
Energy Legislation Won't Be
Delayed, Mexican Legislators Say
The legislation needed to implement Mexico's energy overhaul is
likely to be passed in a special session at the end of June, Senate
leaders said in a news conference....


Energy
EPA Expected to Increase Biodiesel Fuel 
Requirements in Final RFS, Senators Say
Democrats from Midwestern states said May 14 they expect the
Environmental Protection Agency to increase the amount of
biodiesel and possibly other alternative fuels required under the
2014 renewable fuel standard, after the agency earlier...


Energy
Markey Seeks Details on Energy Regulation
After GAO Report Criticizes Oversight by BLM
In response to a Government Accountability Office report on
federal oversight of oil and natural gas work on public lands, Sen.
Ed Markey (D-Mass.) sent a letter to Interior Secretary Sally
Jewell requesting an array of policy details, justifications,...


Enforcement
Titanium Parts Maker to Pay $14 Million
To Settle PCB Manufacture, Disposal Charges
Titanium Metals Corp. has agreed to pay $14 million to settle
charges that it inadvertently, but illegally, manufactured
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and disposed of contaminated
wastewaters, according to a proposed consent decree...


Hazardous Waste
Kodak's $49 Million Environmental Trust
Receives Approval From Bankruptcy Court
Eastman Kodak Co. will establish a $49 million environmental
trust fund to cover remedial and monitoring costs at the 1,200-
acre Eastman Business Park in Rochester, N.Y., under a
settlement agreement approved by the U.S. Bankruptcy Court...
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Hazmat Transport
Quebec Charges Railway, Three Employees
In Lac-Mégantic Disaster That Left 47 Dead
Quebec prosecutors charged a railway and three of its workers
with criminal negligence in the July 2013 derailment of a train
carrying crude oil that devastated the Quebec community of Lac-
Mégantic....


Mining
Pennsylvania May Sue Consol in West Virginia
Over Fish Kills, W.Va. Supreme Court Rules
The West Virginia Supreme Court has ruled that a Pennsylvania
agency has standing to sue Consol Energy in state circuit court
for a fish kill triggered by pollutants from its West Virginia mining
operations (Pennsylvania v. Consol Energy,...


Pesticides
EPA Extends Comment Period on Dow Herbicide
The Environmental Protection Agency is extending the public
comment period on its proposed decision to register a new
herbicide developed by Dow AgroSciences LLC for use on crops
engineered for resistance to 2,4 dichlorophenoxyacetic acid,...


Pesticides
EPA to Issue Proposed Decision Documents
Under Pesticide Registration Review Program
The Environmental Protection Agency expects to issue the first
set of proposed decision documents under its pesticide
registration review program soon, according to an agency
official....


Radioactive Waste
NRC Says It Will Update Assessment
Of Low-Level Waste Regulatory Program
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is updating its low-level
waste management program and is soliciting comments on its
plan, according to a notice scheduled for publication in the May
15 Federal Register....


Radioactive Waste
NRC Too Lenient on Spent Nuclear Fuel,
Exemptions to Safety Rules, Senators Say
Nuclear power plants that have recently ceased operations are
storing more spent nuclear fuel in on-site fuel pools than the
facilities were originally intended to hold—with the consent of the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission—senators...


Security
Chemical Security Program Extension
Urged by DHS Despite Senate Concerns
Continuing managerial improvements and an increased approval
rate for chemical facility security plans should justify a multiyear
extension of the Department of Homeland Security's Chemical
Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards program,...


Sustainability
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Unilever Most Recognized in Sustainability
For Fourth Straight Year, Survey Shows
Multinational consumer goods company Unilever remained the
most recognized corporate sustainability leader for the fourth
year in a row, according to the results of an annual survey
released May 14....


Toxic Substances
TOXNET Improvements Announced
The National Library of Medicine is improving its TOXNET website
that chemists, toxicologists, risk assessors and other scientists
use to gather information on chemicals. The new TOXNET is
designed to be easier to use and offers improved...


Trade
EU Duties as High as 36.1 Percent Heighten
Trade Tensions With China Over Solar Glass
The European Union imposed five-year tariffs on solar glass from
China to help EU producers counter alleged Chinese subsidies and
price-undercutting, heightening trade tensions over renewable
energy....


Trade
India May Recommend Solar Duties
After Probe Says U.S., China Dumped
India may recommend duties on U.S. and Chinese solar imports
after finding evidence of dumping, broadening a global trade
dispute in the $130 billion market....


Transportation
Obama Calls for Infrastructure Repair
Through Funding Bill, Faster Permitting
President Barack Obama called on Congress to pass a major
spending bill to repair the nation's crumbling infrastructure,
blaming Republicans for blocking much-needed funding for roads
and bridges....


Water Pollution
EPA Groundwater Strategy Will Not Change
Superfund Performance Metrics, Official Says
An Environmental Protection Agency official said he does not
believe the agency's draft groundwater remedy completion
strategy will change its Superfund performance metrics....


Water Pollution
Fourth Circuit Skeptical of Relaxed
Pollutant Disclosure for Discharge Permits
A federal appeals court judge reacted skeptically May 14 to
arguments by A&G Coal Corp. that its Virginia coal mine's
selenium discharges are protected under the Clean Water Act
permit shield (S. Appalachian Mountain Stewards v....


Water Pollution
Water Infrastructure Investment Ignored
Because Most Underground, Official Says
Investment in water infrastructure is needed but has been largely
ignored because much of it is buried underground and out of
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sight, a senior Environmental Protection Agency official said May
14....


Water Pollution
Western Governors Urge EPA to Appeal 
Remand of Rule on Water Transfers
The Western Governors Association joined the Western States
Water Council in urging the Environmental Protection Agency to
appeal a federal district court ruling that remanded a rule
exempting water transfers from Clean Water Act discharge...


Water Resources
California Governor Proposes to Boost
Funding to Address Drought-Related Issues
California Gov. Jerry Brown (D) proposed a $130 million funding
boost for fire protection, fish habitat, groundwater and surface
water assessments, and other needs to tackle immediate
drought-related problems in the coming fiscal year....


Water Resources
Federal Court Will Dismiss Klamath Claims
Without Prejudice If Certain Conditions Met
A federal court said May 14 it would dismiss without prejudice
claims alleging the U.S. breached Klamath Project water delivery
contracts on the condition that the plaintiffs agree to pay the
defendant's legal bills in the event the lawsuit...


BNA INSIGHTS


Superfund Section 301(e) Study Group Report as
'Legislative History': 
Implications for Supreme Court Deliberations in CTS v.
Waldburger
The United States Supreme Court heard arguments April 23 in
CTS Corp. v. Peter Waldburger, No. 13-399, which deals with the
scope of a provision added to CERCLA in the Superfund
Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 ("SARA")....


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


MAY 14 FEDERAL REGISTER


MAY 15 FEDERAL REGISTER
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NEWS


Chesapeake Bay
Legislators Urge Court to Reverse TMDL Ruling
Thirty-nine members of Congress and the Washington Legal
Foundation filed an amicus brief in the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Third Circuit June 20, urging it to reverse a district court
ruling upholding the Chesapeake Bay total maximum daily...


Climate Change
New York Legislature Approves Bill to Require
Agencies to Consider Climate in Permitting
Both houses of the New York Legislature approved a bill June 19
that would require state agencies to consider the effects of
climate change and severe weather in permit applications and
grants of state funding (S. 6617)....


Climate Change
Scientists Call for ‘Sound Science' in EPA's
Final Biomass Accounting Framework
The Environmental Protection Agency's final accounting
framework for carbon dioxide emissions from biomass-fueled
power plants should be based on "sound science," 91 scientists
told the agency....


Drilling
Parties Agree to Dismissal of Lawsuit
Over Delaware Basin Water Withdrawals
Parties to a dispute over a permit to withdraw water from the
Delaware River Basin for oil and gas activities in northeastern
Pennsylvania agreed to dismiss the case without prejudice
(Delaware Riverkeeper Network v. Delaware River Basin...


Drilling



http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=AGENCY&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:137

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=STATE&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:138

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=TRIBUNAL&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:139

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=INTL-ORGANIZATION&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:140

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=INTL-ORGANIZATION&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:140

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/special_interest.adp?cat=FEDERAL-STATUTE&clear_exp=1&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:141

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/cases_issue.adp?prod=deln&emc=delnepa:deln:142

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=71E4E149CA3328C4FBE11241AFBB5D1B&type=list&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:143

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=96A258FD31AE6BBB6F9AFF3F81EED4E7&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:144

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=3637FF265BC704F6BE77A5FD1B1B5D33&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:145

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/key_feature.adp?item=5865B176E7BD6A0404F5B7770EF854B2&type=latest&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:146

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/pdf_archive.adp?group_name=DENPDF&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:147

mailto:bhighlig@bna.com

mailto:Smith.TimR@epa.gov

http://webutil.bna.com/emailsignup?emc=delnepa:deln:101

http://news.bna.com/deln/?emc=delnepa:deln:102

mailto:clayman.shari@epa.gov

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2A0T4Z9&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:110

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F1Z9D0M0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:111

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F1Z9D0M0&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:111

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2A0G2M6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:112

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2A0G2M6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:112

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2A0G4N6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:113

http://news.bna.com/deln/display/link_res.adp?lt=email&fname=A0F2A0G4N6&lf=eml&emc=delnepa:deln:113





Study Says British Columbia Should Update
Disposal Rules on Wastewater From Fracking
British Columbia's regulation of wastewater from hydraulic
fracturing is insufficient, a study from the University of Victoria
said....


Endangered Species
More Comment Approved for Species Act Rules
The public will be given three additional months to comment on
proposed rules to refine the Endangered Species Act procedures
for designating critical habitat. Comments will be accepted
through Oct. 9 by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service...


Energy
Bills to Speed Up Permitting of Gas Pipelines
Run Into Criticism From Interior, Democrats
Two bills to expedite permitting of natural gas pipelines on federal
and Indian lands ran into solid opposition from the Obama
administration and skepticism from Democrats during a June 20
congressional hearing....


Energy
BOEM Starts Court-Ordered Impact Review
To Remedy Inadequate Chukchi Lease Studies
The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management announced in a June
20 Federal Register notice the launch of a court-ordered
supplemental environmental impact statement to evaluate
consequences of a 2008 Chukchi Sea oil and gas lease sale (79
Fed. Reg....


Energy
Commerce Seeks Members for Energy Committee
The Commerce Department has reestablished the Renewable
Energy and Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee and is seeking
nominations for membership, according to a notice scheduled to
be published June 23 in the Federal Register. The committee...


Energy
Fish and Wildlife Service to Hold Public
Meetings on Wind Farm Impact on Eagles
The Fish and Wildlife Service has announced a series of public
meetings to gather input on its proposed rule to allow operators
of wind farms to receive permits to kill or otherwise harm eagles.
...


Energy
House-Passed Defense Bill Prohibits
‘Billions' in Green Energy Spending
Defense Department spending on biofuels, electric vehicles, solar
panels and other "green energy" programs advocated by the
Obama administration would be prohibited under a $570 billion
bill funding Pentagon operations for fiscal...


Energy
NRC Commissioner Apostolakis Leaving
As White House Decides Not to Renominate
George Apostolakis, a member of the Nuclear Regulatory
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Commission, won't be reappointed when his term expires June
30, an NRC official told Bloomberg BNA....


Energy
Propane Shortage, Energy Efficiency Bills
Scheduled for House Votes Week of June 23
Legislation designed to minimize shortages of propane and other
heating fuels and a pair of energy efficiency bills are scheduled
for House votes the week of June 23 as the chamber prepares to
focus most of the week on energy-related matters....


Enforcement
Houston Man Charged With Selling
Fake Renewable Credits to Oil Companies
A Houston man who allegedly sold more than $29 million in fake
renewable fuel credits to ConocoPhillips, Tesoro Corp., Citgo and
other oil companies was indicted by the Justice Department on 68
charges, including wire fraud, money laundering...


Pesticides
Study Ties Autism to Pesticides, Home Location
California scientists have associated pregnancy and living near
farms and other places where agricultural pesticides are used
with a greater risk of giving birth to a child with autism or
developmental delays, according to a study to be published...


Pesticides
White House Orders Agencies to Develop
National Strategy on Pollinator Health
The White House has ordered the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Agriculture Department and other federal agencies to
establish a national strategy on pollinator health....


Regulatory Policy
Bill Creating Regulatory Review Commission
To Examine Old Rules Heads to Full House
House Republicans kept up their attack on regulations June 18,
reporting a bill out of committee that would require federal
agencies to repeal old rules whenever they implement new ones,
thereby offsetting the costs to the economy....


Risk Assessment
Shorten Summaries in IRIS Assessments,
Add Principles, Clarify Policies, Advisers Say
The Environmental Protection Agency should shorten the
executive summaries used in its Integrated Risk Information
System (IRIS) assessments, add principles to the analyses that
guide the IRIS program's improvement efforts and clearly...


Sustainability
Canadian Academics Highlight High Tech
Sustainability Opportunities, Green Economy
Canada's information and communications technology sector can
play a significant role in promoting sustainability but faces major
challenges in realizing those opportunities, an expert panel of
Canadian academics said in a report...
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Toxic Substances
Efficacy Rule for Antibacterial Soaps Could
Force Some Products Off Market, Makers Say
Personal care product makers and environmental groups have
staked out opposite stances on a Food and Drug Administration
proposal that would require greater proof of safety and efficacy
for antimicrobial ingredients in hand soaps and body...


Toxic Substances
Pennsylvania Sues Oil Companies Over MTBE
Discharges, Alleged Misuse of Cleanup Fund
Pennsylvania officials filed a civil suit in state court June 19
against 52 companies that produced, supplied, marketed or
distributed gasoline containing the additive methyl tertiary butyl
ether (MTBE), seeking to recover millions of...


Toxic Substances
Plan to Improve Prop 65 Warnings Praised
By Health Advocates, Criticized by Business
A proposal to improve public warnings required under Proposition
65, California's landmark right-to-know law, has won high marks
from environmental advocates, but heavy criticism from business
and industry groups....


Water Pollution
Engineering Solutions Recommended
To Manage Wastewater During Heavy Rains
Publicly owned utilities need to find engineering solutions to
manage wastewater during infrequent episodes of torrential rains
because the processes applied during normal, dry conditions do
not work, wastewater engineering experts...


Water Pollution
Not Enough Data to Link Public Health
Impacts to Blending Wastewater, Experts Say
There is not enough data to link public health problems with
utilities' blending wastewater before discharging it into receiving
waters, scientists and engineers said June 20....


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


JUNE 20 FEDERAL REGISTER


JUNE 23 FEDERAL REGISTER
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Construction Industry Seeks Review
Of Air Act Waiver for California Diesel Rules
Construction industry groups and several contractors have asked
a federal appeals court to review a decision by the Environmental
Protection Agency granting California authority to enforce
regulations to curb emissions from in-use, nonroad...


Air Pollution
Texas SIP Rule Pulled Due to Publishing Error
A direct final rule that would have approved revisions to the
Texas state implementation plan (SIP) was withdrawn from
publication by the Environmental Protection Agency due to an
error by the Federal Register, according to a notice on the...


Climate Change
Dealing With Climate Change at Top
Of EPA's Goals in Draft Strategic Plan
One of the Environmental Protection Agency's top priorities for
fiscal years 2014-2018 will be implementation of President Barack
Obama's climate action plan, according to a draft strategic plan
released Nov. 19. ...


Climate Change
Debate Over Carbon Emissions Standards
For New Plants ‘Exaggerated,’ Report Finds
The debate and rhetoric over the impact of new source
performance standards for new power plants is "largely symbolic"
and exaggerated by both sides, a Congressional Research Service
report concluded. ...


Climate Change
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Negotiators Split Over Climate Finance;
Climate Fund Board Says Progress Made
With just days left in climate talks being held in Warsaw,
developed and developing countries remain split over demands
that wealthier nations ratchet up their financial offers to help
vulnerable nations adapt to climate change....


Climate Change
New York Mayor Approves Second Set
Of Bills to Improve Building Resiliency
A second batch of New York City Council bills to improve the
resiliency of buildings in the face of severe weather and other
effects of climate change has been signed by Mayor Michael R.
Bloomberg (I)....


Climate Change
UN Climate Summit Leaders Stress Role
Of Businesses in Mitigating Global Warming
Businesses have a crucial role to play in promoting technological
innovations to build low-emission economies, Polish Environment
Minister Marcin Korolec said Nov. 19 in Warsaw....


Climate Change
UNEP: Africa Faces $350 Billion Annual
Adaptation Cost by 2070s as Planet Warms
Africa's costs to adapt to the effects of climate change will rise to
$350 billion a year by the 2070s if governments fail to rein in
runaway emissions, according to a report issued Nov. 19 by the
United Nations Environment Program....


Climate Change
UN Leader Addresses Warsaw Talks
As Negotiations Focus on Draft Text, Finance
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon officially opened
the high-level segment of the UN climate summit Nov. 19 in
Warsaw, appealing for countries to raise their level of ambition
for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and funding...


Emissions Trading
EU, California Show China How to Avoid
Carbon-Permit Oversupply, Official Says
European Union and California emissions markets have shown
China how to avoid the pitfall of oversupply in its own carbon-
trading programs, according to the vice mayor of the city of
Shenzhen....


Emissions Trading
EU Weighing December Deal on 2014-2016
Timetable to Delay Emissions Allowance Sales
European Union nations may seek an initial deal in December to
adjust a draft carbon-market fix by delaying sales of emission
permits over three years starting in 2014, according to two
people familiar with the matter....


Energy
Baucus Says Drafts on Tax Reform
Will Affect Energy Incentives Indirectly
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Tax overhaul drafts being released this week by Senate Finance
Committee Chairman Max Baucus (D-Mont.) will "not specifically"
address energy tax incentives but will indirectly affect provisions
related to energy taxes, Baucus...


Energy
EPA Schedules Hearing on Proposal
For 2014 Renewable Fuel Standard
The Environmental Protection Agency has scheduled a public
hearing on Dec. 5 in Arlington, Va., on its proposed renewable
fuel standard volumes for 2014....


Energy
House Republicans Renew Energy
Battles on Federal Lands, Fracking Rules
The House began debate Nov. 19 on three bills to expand
domestic energy production that have prompted veto threats
from the Obama administration....


Energy
Renewable Fuel Proposal Could Halt
New Biofuels Investment, Industry Says
An Environmental Protection Agency proposal to reduce the 2014
renewable fuel standard below the statutory blending
requirements jeopardizes investment in advanced biofuels just as
they approach commercialization, industry advocates...


Energy
Upton Says Renewable Fuel Standard Reform
Efforts ‘Stalled’ Following EPA Proposal
The chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee
said efforts to revise the renewable fuel standard have "stalled for
now" and aren't likely to continue any time in the near future. ...


Enforcement
Carbon Black Manufacturer to Spend
$84 Million in New Source Review Settlement
A carbon black manufacturer has agreed to invest an estimated
$84 million in new pollution control equipment at three facilities in
Louisiana and Texas (United States v. Cabot Corp., W.D. La.,
case number unavailable, 11/19/13)....


Hazmat Transport
PHMSA Official Seeks Better Explanation
Of Industry Stance on Container Thickness
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration does
not currently support an industry proposal to remove from
international standards a minimum wall thickness requirement for
intermediate bulk containers made from metal,...


Hazmat Transport
Transportation Department Issues Advisory
On Safe Rail Transport of Flammable Liquids
Parties that offer hazardous materials for transport by rail should
review their safety and security plans to ensure that all regulated
hazardous materials are properly classified, described and
packaged in accordance with federal regulations,...
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Nanotechnology
Draft Nanotechnology Strategy Outlines
System for Sharing Safety, Health Information
A robust information system for storing, organizing and accessing
research findings is needed to ensure progress toward
understanding the occupational hazards posed by engineered
nanomaterials, according to a proposed government research...


Pesticides
State Pesticide Officials to Meet Dec. 9-10
The State FIFRA Issues Research and Evaluation Group (SFIREG),
a panel of state pesticide officials, will meet Dec. 9-10 for its final
meeting of 2013. The meeting, which is open to the public, is
scheduled to include an update from Environmental...


Radioactive Waste
California Residents Air Security Concerns
At Hearing on Nuclear Waste Confidence Rule
Residents who live near the San Onofre Nuclear Generating
Station criticized the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for what
they called its generic approach to a proposed nuclear waste
storage rule and the accompanying environmental analysis...


Radioactive Waste
Federal Appeals Court Rules Nuclear Utilities
Should Not Pay Fees Until Storage Available
A federal court of appeals ruled Nov. 19 that commercial nuclear
power plants should not be charged an annual fee for radioactive
waste management until there is a viable alternative for disposal
(Nat'l Ass'n of Regulatory Util. Comm'rs...


Solid Waste
South Carolina Utility to Recycle Coal Ash;
Environmental Groups Drop Lawsuits
A South Carolina utility, Santee Cooper, will recycle all of the coal
ash at three of its facilities in the state, the public utility
announced Nov. 19....


Superfund
High Court Review of CERCLA Preemption
Ruling Not Needed, N.C. Landowners Argue
The U.S. Supreme Court doesn't need to weigh in on the legal
question of whether the superfund law preempts state statutes of
repose, the attorney for North Carolina landowners that filed suit
over contamination told Bloomberg BNA (CTS...


Trade
Trade Official Says TPP Environment Text
Is Challenging but Required to Close Pact
The environmental provisions under negotiation as part of the
Trans-Pacific Partnership are proving to be challenging, but
advancing protections in this area is a prerequisite for closing the
deal, U.S. Trade Representative Michael Froman...


Water Pollution
EPA Objects to NPDES Permit Submitted
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By Ohio EPA for Murray Energy Project
The Environmental Protection Agency has raised objections to a
water permit Ohio proposed issuing for a Murray Energy coal
mine, just as the state's recently ousted surface water chief
predicted....


Water Pollution
EPA to Appeal Court Order Requiring Agency
To Determine Need of Water Nutrient Criteria
The Environmental Protection Agency filed notice Nov. 18 that it
will appeal a court decision ordering the agency to determine
whether numeric nutrient criteria are needed in the Mississippi
River Basin (Gulf Restoration Network v. McCarthy,...


Water Pollution
EPA Wet Weather Policies Limited
To Eighth Circuit Jurisdiction, Agency Says
A March appeals court ruling rejecting the Environmental
Protection Agency's restrictive policies on wastewater discharges
during periods of heavy rainfall is limited to that court's
jurisdiction, the agency said. ...


Water Resources
Half of Surveyed U.S. Companies Report
Or Expect Water Risks, Deloitte Survey Says
Many large public U.S. companies are reporting "detrimental
impacts related to water," a survey by Deloitte Consulting and the
Carbon Disclosure Project said Nov. 19. ...


Water Resources
Lawmakers Hope to Issue Water Resources
Conference Report First Week of December
As conferees prepare for their first meeting on water resources
legislation, lawmakers said they hope to produce a conference
report by the first week of December and wrap up work
reconciling the House and Senate versions before Congress
departs...


SPECIAL REPORT


Drilling
Collection of 'Big Data' by Citizens Helps
Shape Debate on Marcellus Shale Fracking
Throughout the states of the upper Appalachian Mountains
overlying dark deposits of Marcellus Shale holding natural gas,
volunteers wade through streams near hydraulic fracturing wells,
collecting water samples and other readings to...


CALENDAR


LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR


PRESIDENT'S CALENDAR
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NEWS


Brownfields
New York Bar Task Force Recommends
Changes to Brownfields Cleanup Program
A task force of the New York State Bar Association's
Environmental Law Section released recommendations May 22 for
changing key provisions of the state's brownfield cleanup
program (BCP), including its tax credits and the criteria...


Climate Change
Carbon Pricing Mechanisms Proposed as Way
To Deal With EPA Power Plant Standards
Market-based carbon pricing mechanisms could emerge as one of
the most effective ways for states and industry to comply with
the Environmental Protection Agency's upcoming carbon limits for
existing power plants....


Climate Change
Democrats Urge Reassessment of Regulation
For Power Plants; Legislative Push Continues
Seven Senate Democrats asked President Barack Obama to
reassess the Environmental Protection Agency's approach to its
proposed regulation of carbon dioxide emissions for new power
plants, as efforts continue to get a Senate vote on...


Climate Change
EU to Consider Proposals on Measuring,
Monitoring Emissions From Trucks, Buses
The European Commission May 21 said it would publish in 2015
legislative proposals to require the manufacturers of trucks, buses
and other heavy-duty vehicles sold in the European Union to
measure and report fuel consumption and carbon dioxide...
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Climate Change
McCarthy Touts Collaborative Effort
In Developing Power Plant Emissions Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency has written its proposed
rule to limit carbon dioxide emissions from existing power plants
with collaboration in mind and will continue listening to interested
parties, EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy...


Climate Change
Senators Request 120-Day Comment Period
For EPA Regulation on Existing Power Plants
A bipartisan group of 47 senators asked the Environmental
Protection Agency to provide a 120-day comment period for its
forthcoming carbon pollution guidelines for existing power plants
in order to provide sufficient time for interested...


Climate Change
Utility Greenhouse Gas Rule Divides Industry
As Companies See Uneven Impacts of Limits
The Obama administration's upcoming greenhouse gas rules are
gaining acceptance from an unlikely quarter—power companies—
and splitting the energy industry's normally unified opposition to
new emission limits....


Drilling
North Carolina Senate Passes Measure
To Lift State's Moratorium on Fracking
North Carolina regulators would be able to issue permits for
hydraulic fracturing beginning July 1, 2015, under a bill (S.B.
786) approved by the state Senate May 22....


Endangered Species
Bills Would Bar Greater Sage Grouse Listing
For 10 Years as States Work on Protections
Western Republicans in the House and Senate introduced
companion legislation May 22 to prohibit a listing of the greater
sage grouse under the Endangered Species Act for 10 years while
requiring state conservation plans for the bird....


Energy
Canada Resources Minister Hints at Boosting
Aboriginal Consultation on Resource Projects
Aboriginal consultation issues permeated much of Federal Natural
Resources Minister Greg Rickford's speech to the International
Liquefied Natural Gas in British Columbia Conference in
Vancouver May 21, with suggestions an announcement...


Energy
Citizens Group Seeks Probe of Lobbying
By Industry on Renewable Fuel Standard
A citizens group is asking the Environmental Protection Agency's
inspector general to investigate whether a proposal to reduce the
2014 renewable fuel blending mandate was improperly influenced
by the petroleum industry....


Energy
EU to Require Electric Power Transformers
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To Meet Minimum Consumption Standards
New electrical transformers sold in the European Union after July
1, 2015, must meet mandatory minimum energy consumption
standards under a regulation published by the European
Commission in the Official Journal of the European Union May...


Energy
House Backs Defense Authorization Bill
With Biofuel Procurement Restrictions
The military would be restricted in its ability to purchase and
procure biofuels under Defense Department authorization
legislation that was approved by the House May 22. ...


Energy
TransCanada to File Brief Supporting
Nebraska Law for Keystone XL Oil Pipeline
TransCanada Corp. plans to file a friend-of-the-court brief in
support of the Nebraska attorney general's effort to uphold the
validity of a state pipeline siting law that is crucial for the
Keystone XL oil sands pipeline (Thompson v....


Enforcement
Canada Says Oil Sands Pollution Litigation
Should Put NAFTA Complaint on Hold
Canada is criticizing the trilateral Commission for Environmental
Cooperation for continuing to investigate a complaint related to
alleged oil sands pollution while the issue is being litigated in a
Canadian court....


Enforcement
EPA Serves Violation Notice on Exide
For Lead Emissions at California Facility
The Environmental Protection Agency has notified Exide
Technologies of recent federal lead emissions standards violations
at its Vernon, Calif., smelting facility. ...


Enforcement
Pennsylvania Ammunition Maker to Pay
$1.2M Fine for Improperly Storing Explosives
A company that makes timing and arming devices for munitions
and explosives has admitted to federal charges of storing
explosive hazardous waste illegally at its facility in Atglen, Pa.,
and agreed to pay a $1.2 million fine (United States...


Mining
Pebble Limited Partnership Sues EPA
Over Use of Preemptive Dredge-and-Fill Veto
The Environmental Protection Agency violated the Clean Water
Act and other laws when it considered blocking the Pebble Mine's
dredge-and-fill permit before the mine's owner submitted its
application, according to a complaint...


Ozone Depletion
EPA to Allow Venting of Three Refrigerants
That Are Not Considered Ozone Depleters
The Environmental Protection Agency will allow the venting of
three refrigerant substitutes that are not expected to pose any
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harm to the environment....


Regulatory Policy
EPA Seeks White House Input on Risk Plan
A request for information seeking input on how to improve the
Environmental Protection Agency's risk management plan rule
was sent to the White House Office of Management and Budget
for review May 22. Under Section 112(r)(7) of the Clean...


Solid Waste
Duke Energy, EPA Enter Consent Order
Requiring Dan River Assessment, Cleanup
Duke Energy Carolinas has signed an enforceable agreement with
the Environmental Protection Agency requiring the assessment
and cleanup of the Dan River with agency oversight....


Solid Waste
Duke Energy Corp. Shareholders Sue
Over Cleanup Oversight for Coal Ash
Duke Energy Corp. shareholders accused the board of exposing
the company to billions of dollars in liability by failing to clean up
coal-ash ponds in North Carolina, setting up another legal
challenge for the largest U.S. utility owner after...


Superfund
EPA Recommends Approaches to Evaluate
Performances of Groundwater Remedies
The Environmental Protection Agency recommended approaches
for evaluating how well remedies to clean up or contain
contaminated groundwater at Superfund sites are working in a
final guidance document posted on the agency's website...


Toxic Substances
Ban on Triclosan in Hand Cleansers
Takes Effect in 2017 Under Minnesota Bill
Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton (DFL) signed legislation May 16 that
will ban the use of triclosan in hand and body cleansers, effective
Jan. 1, 2017....


Toxic Substances
Oil Companies Have the Most Registrations
Of Substances Under REACH, Group Says
The International Chemical Secretariat (ChemSec) May 22
published an update to its "SIN Producers List for Investors,"
which uses data submitted under the European Union's REACH
regulation to identify companies that produce...


Water Pollution
EPA Open to Revising Economic Analysis
Of Proposed Jurisdiction Rule, Adviser Says
The Environmental Protection Agency remains open to revising
the cost-benefit analysis of the proposed rule that would clarify
the extent of Clean Water Act jurisdiction over the nation's
waters, an agency advisor said May 22....


Water Pollution
Federal Judge Dismisses Lawsuit to Block
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Alabama Coal Mine Dredge-and-Fill Permits
A federal judge in Alabama has granted summary judgment in
favor of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and a group of coal
mining companies in a lawsuit aimed at revoking dredge-and-fill
permits that plaintiffs claimed were reauthorized without...


Water Pollution
OMB Begins Reviews of Draft Plans
For EPA Effluent Guidelines Program
The White House Office of Management and Budget has begun
reviewing the Environmental Protection Agency's draft final 2012
program plan as well as its draft preliminary 2014 plan for
regulating industrial and municipal waste discharges....


Water Resources
Senate Votes 91-7 to Send to President
Bill to Authorize, Reform Water Project Work
The Senate agreed to the House-Senate conference report on a
water infrastructure bill by a 91-7 vote May 22....


Water Resources
USGS Issues Study to Improve Understanding
Of Saltwater Intrusion in Miami Water Supply
The U.S. Geological Survey said May 22 it has completed a study
that provides Miami-Dade County in Florida with the most
accurate depiction to date of saltwater intrusion in the Biscayne
aquifer to help water managers protect the primary drinking...


BNA INSIGHTS


Appellate ESA Decisions May Prompt More Emphasis on
Economic Considerations
Last month's 168-page, split decision by a panel of the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in San Luis & Delta-Mendota
Water Authority v. Jewell, 2014 BL 70239, 78 ERC 1045 (9th Cir.
Mar. 13, 2014) (San Luis), marked yet another...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


MAY 22 FEDERAL REGISTER


MAY 23 FEDERAL REGISTER
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From: Shane Thorpe
To: White, Hal
Subject: MTBE question
Date: Wednesday, May 14, 2014 10:11:08 AM


Mr. White,
 
I have a leaking underground tank site in Illinois where I’ve identified significant MTBE
contamination. However, the program administrator will not allow us to install nested wells to
define the extent of contamination and, actually, we are not allowed to drill below the depth at
which we observe groundwater in soil borings (actually, we have but our costs for doing so are not
being considered reimbursable). The exception to that is if we are installing monitoring wells, in
which case we can drill 5 feet below the depth we observe groundwater in the soils (in order to
install a 10 foot well screen that intercepts the groundwater table). My contention is that we are
required by law to define the extent of contamination but that’s not possible (vertically) if we can
only collect data from the upper five feet of the saturated zone. I don’t think their current approach
is even suitable for investigating the extent of BTEX plumes, but I specifically sent them some
reference materials on MTBE that I had (mostly from the USEPA website). He told me that: “The
reference documents you sent are very old—1998 and 2002.  That was the understanding at that
time.  I stand by what I said, based on what I have learned, about the behavior of MTBE in the
subsurface.  The fate and transport of MTBE is similar to benzene—whether the soil type is glacial till
or sand.” I guess the word similar is open for interpretation but I’m assuming there must be some
case studies available to support his statement. The chemical and physical properties of MTBE
haven’t changed. I’ve asked him to supply me his reference materials but I’m also curious if there
would be any more recent documents available from USEPA?
 
Thank you,
 
Shane A. Thorpe
Sr. Project Manager
 
CSD Environmental Services, Inc.
2220 Yale Boulevard
Springfield, Illinois 62703
Phone: 217.522.4085
Fax: 217.522.4087
 



mailto:SThorpe@csdenviro.com

mailto:White.Hal@epa.gov






From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: Novel Suit Claims EPA 2014 RFS Delay Implements Proposed Fuel Targets
Date: Friday, January 30, 2015 8:40:26 AM


Novel Suit Claims EPA's 2014 RFS Delay Implements Proposed Fuel Targets
 
Posted: January 29, 2015
 
 
A biofuels manufacturer is pursuing a novel lawsuit claiming that EPA's announcement that it is
delaying final 2014 renewable fuel standard (RFS) fuel production targets until 2015 effectively
implements the contested proposed version of the 2014 RFS goals, which the company criticized for
floating lower renewable fuel production targets.
 
The litigation, filed Jan. 15 in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, claims
that EPA's Dec. 9 Federal Register notice announcing the indefinite delay of the final 2014 RFS
“constitutes, in effect, agency action adopting the regulation” it proposed Nov. 29, 2013, that
floated the initial RFS targets for 2014.
 
EPA also faces looming deadline lawsuits from the the American Fuel and Petrochemical
Manufacturers (AFPM) aiming to force issuance of the 2014 RFS targets as well as the already-
delayed 2015 RFS goals.
 
The Clean Air Act mandates that EPA finalize its RFS mandates for production of renewable fuel,
advanced biofuel, cellulosic biofuel and biomass-based diesel by Nov. 30 of the preceding year. But
the agency has routinely missed that deadline, often finalizing the targets for a particular year
months after that year has started. For 2014, the agency failed to finalize any targets and instead
said it will issue them this year alongside its pending 2015 RFS.
 
Plant Oil Powered Diesel Fuel Systems (POP Diesel), which produces vegetable oil-based fuel, in its
suit claims that EPA's inability to issue a final 2014 RFS last year means the proposed 2013 version
has taken effect. The suit aims to use the delay as a novel vehicle for challenging the merits of the
proposed targets it opposes.
 
Refiners have major concerns about EPA's ongoing delays in issuing the final annual RFS targets
because its creates compliance uncertainty. Some critics of the program say that the agency
routinely sets overly ambitious fuel production targets that refiners cannot meet, forcing them to
purchase expensive RFS compliance credits.
 
But advocates of the RFS, such as POP Diesel, have argued that some of the targets that the agency
floated for 2014 are too low and could discourage production of fuels that help reduce greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions.
 
POP Diesel's filing is unusual because it targets an agency action that EPA has said delays -- but does
not finalize -- the prior RFS rulemaking proposal. Typically, litigants can only petition appellate courts
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for review of “final agency action,” which usually takes the form of issuance of a final rule. But POP
Diesel's position assumes the Dec. 9 notice to be final agency action, and also a de facto final action
on the proposed 2014 RFS.
 
EPA's Nov. 29, 2013 proposal floated a 17 million gallon goal for cellulosic biofuel compared to the
final revised 2013 RFS target of roughly 810,000 gallons; a 1.28 billion gallon goal for biomass-based
diesel that is the same as the final 2013 target; a 2.20 billion gallon goal for advanced biofuel that is
slightly lower than the final 2013 goal of 2.75 billion; and an overall renewable fuel goal of 15.21
billion gallons, down from the 16.55 billion gallons finalized in 2013.
 
EPA took comment on potential ranges for the various 2014 targets, including a range of 8-30 million
gallons for the cellulosic biofuel goal; a range of 2.0-2.51 billion gallons for the advanced biofuel
goal; and a range of 15.00-15.52 billion gallons for the renewable fuel goal -- a target that covers
ethanol and non-ethanol fuels.
 
Company's Criticisms
 
An attorney for POP Diesel declined to comment on the suit, but the company's comments on EPA's
proposed version of the 2014 RFS could indicate the arguments that it will raise in the lawsuit, in
which it argued that the vegetable oil the company produces is in adequate supply to help satisfy
higher fuel targets.
 
The company's Jan. 28, 2014, comments on the proposed rule says that EPA was wrong to lower its
quotas for advanced biofuel and total renewable fuels, including ethanol, on the assumption that the
“blend wall” -- the maximum amount of renewable fuel that can be blended into the fuel supply --
had been reached.
 
Also, EPA identified limits on the capacity of producers to supply renewable fuel. The agency's
proposal to reduce volumes discriminated against POP Diesel's fuel derived from 100 percent
jatropha oil, the company argued. POP Diesel makes plant-based oil by using the seeds of the fruit of
the tropical jatropha tree.
 
“Both of EPA's reasons for reducing the statutorily stated volume requirements are predicated on
the notion that there are limits in supply of usable renewable fuels for the years 2014 and 2015. In
reality, 100% jatropha plant oil can correct this supply problem, thereby allowing the Agency to
follow Congress's statutorily prescribed volume requirements,” POP Diesel wrote in its comments.
“In proposing to reduce the RFS volume production requirements for advanced biofuel and total
renewable fuels in 2014 and 2015, EPA erroneously relied on two separate waiver provisions as legal
mechanisms for amending these requirements,” the comments say.
 
The company believes that one waiver, under Clean Air Act section 211(o)(7)(D)(i), allowing EPA
authority to lower the amount of advanced biofuel and total renewable fuels by “the same or lesser
volume” as the reduction in cellulosic biofuel, relative to Congressionally mandated amounts, is
intrinsically linked to available cellulosic fuel production and therefore does not apply to its plant oil-
based product. The waiver “should not be available for any purpose other than lowering 'advanced







biofuel' volume requirements because of and in direct relationship to the amount of ethanol
produced from cellulosic materials,” POP Diesel said in its comments.
 
EPA also used a general waiver provision under air law section 211(o)(7)(A), POP Diesel says, that
allows it to cut advanced biofuel and total biofuel volumes if it determines "that there is inadequate
domestic supply." This waiver, however, is “inapposite” because EPA “is required to look to 100%
jatropha plant oil to cure any current or anticipated supply shortfall,” the company says, reiterating
that its fuel can help meet supply requirements.
 
POP Diesel also claimed EPA's disparate treatment of biodiesel and advanced biofuel in the RFS is
unlawful. EPA “may act unlawfully if it injects flexibility into the production volume requirements for
biomass-based diesel while lowering the overall requirement for renewable fuel, when by EPA's
admission, extra biomass-based diesel will reach the market and EPA ignores the jatropha oil
resource that POP Diesel is prepared to produce,” it wrote.
 
EPA proposed to keep the 2013 quota for biomass-based diesel unchanged in 2014 and 2015, even
though projected biodiesel volumes would likely exceed the target and then have to be counted
against the advanced biofuel quota. EPA did this to allow fuel producers flexibility in how they meet
the RFS targets, but POP Diesel wrote that this contravenes an air law requirement to use "neutral
methodology" when determining volume for biofuels under the RFS.
 
POP Diesel also argued that, given the RFS' stated goals of reducing greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions, it is “arbitrary and capricious” that the RFS regulations do not privilege fuels with the
maximum potential to reduce GHG emissions associated with their production and use beyond
certain minimum thresholds.
 
Pending Rulemaking
 
EPA justified the delay of the 2014 RFS by citing major “comment and controversy” on its proposal
over volumes it should set for production of renewable fuels. The agency now plans to issue the final
rule alongside its 2015 RFS, which is already behind schedule from the air law mandate to issue the
targets in the preceding year. EPA has said it will not require any compliance reporting for refiners
until it finalizes the 2014 RFS rule.
 
However, that means that refiners and others in the fuels sector have no final RFS targets to guide
their production and instead can only rely on the fuel production goals EPA has proposed.
 
AFPM is weighing litigation to force release of the 2014 and 2015 RFS targets. It sent a Dec.1 letter
to EPA giving 60 days' notice of intent to sue over the agency's failure to issue the 2015 RFS volumes
rule by Nov. 30 last year. That follows a Nov. 21 notice of intent to sue to force issuance of the 2014
final RFS. An AFPM source says the group has not yet filed either suit, which would likely be filed in
the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.
 
EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy told reporters Jan. 16 at EPA headquarters in Washington, D.C.,
that an RFS rulemaking is likely this spring, but sidestepped a question on legislative efforts to







reform the RFS.








View Recent Articles By:
Agencies
States
Courts
International
   Organizations
Federal Statutes
Cases Reported


Key Features:
Special Reports
Regulatory Agenda
Congressional Calendar
Comment Deadlines
PDF Archives


From: BNA Highlights
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: May 7 -- BNA, Inc. Daily Environment Report
Date: Tuesday, May 06, 2014 10:58:59 PM


Manage your email subscriptions
Email not displaying correctly? View publication in your browser.


     
Daily Environment Report


 Latest News   BNA Insights   PDF Issue Search Full Publication  


Wednesday, May 7, 2014 · Number 88 


The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you
by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted
and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have
any questions or no longer wish to receive these messages,
please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-
566-2370.


NEWS


Air Pollution
Ford Motor Co. to Pay California $2.96M
For Noncompliant Diagnostic Systems
Ford Motor Co. will pay California $2.96 million for selling about
16,500 automobiles with noncompliant onboard diagnostic
systems, the computer-based equipment that monitors the
performance of critical engine and emission control systems,...


Air Pollution
Judges Question Advocacy Groups' Standing
In Challenge to EPA Cross-State Rule Memo
Federal appeals court judges May 6 appeared skeptical the Sierra
Club and other environmental groups have established standing
to challenge a 2012 Environmental Protection Agency memo
advising regional offices on how to respond to a court...


Air Pollution
Kansas Company to Pay $2 Million to Reduce
Emissions of Volatile Organic Compounds
A natural gas storage company will pay around $2 million to build
and operate a system to reduce emissions of volatile organic
compounds at a facility in Conway, Kan., the Environmental
Protection Agency said May 5....


Budget
House Appropriations Transportation Bill
Proposes $19.4M Increase in PHMSA Funds
The House Appropriations Committee released a draft fiscal year
2015 appropriations bill May 6 that would allocate $205.2 million
to the federal agency that monitors pipeline safety and hazardous
materials safety programs, a $19.4 million...
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Climate Change
Congress Splits Along Party Lines in Reaction
To Warnings in National Climate Assessment
Members of Congress split along party lines May 6 in reacting to
the release of a broad U.S. assessment of how climate change is
impacting U.S. regions....


Climate Change
Failure of Climate Bill Ranks as Top Issue
On Retiring Chairman's Unfinished Agenda
Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Calif.), who is retiring after nearly four
decades in the House and was instrumental in getting passage of
many key environmental laws, said May 6 that climate change
legislation tops his list of issues still in need of congressional...


Climate Change
U.S. Issues Loudest, Clearest ‘Alarm Bell’
On Climate Action to Date, Adviser Says
Researchers have issued the "loudest and clearest alarm bell to
date" signaling the need for urgent actions to combat climate
change in the U.S., the president's science adviser said May 6....


Corporate Responsibility
In Emergency Motion, Trade Groups
Ask D.C. Circuit to Stay SEC Conflicts Rule
Three industry groups May 5 filed an emergency motion asking
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit to
stay the Securities and Exchange Commission's conflict minerals
rule (Nat'l Ass'n of Mfrs. v. SEC,...


Drilling
Drilling Wastewater Injection Likely Factor
In Rise in Oklahoma Quakes, Agencies Say
Wastewater disposal by injection at oil and gas production sites is
a likely contributing factor to the rapid increase in the rate of
earthquakes in Oklahoma since October 2013, according to the
U.S. Geological Survey and the Oklahoma Geological...


Drinking Water
Pittsburgh VA Health Care System Fights
Legionella by Monitoring Daily, Official Says
Conducting thorough environmental surveillance in buildings not
occupied by residents on a permanent basis is one of the
"aggressive steps" a Pennsylvania health care system is taking to
prevent a recurrence of Legionnaire's...


Emissions Trading
China to Allow Trading of Voluntary Credits
From Carbon Sequestration Starting in June
China officially will allow trading in voluntary credits from forest
carbon sequestration, also called carbon sinks, starting June 1,
according to a notice from the State Forestry Administration....


Emissions Trading
European Commission Proposes Shield
For 175 Industries in Its Emissions Market
The European Commission has proposed expanding the list of
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industries in its emissions market that should be protected from
relocating to regions without greenhouse gas curbs....


Energy
Amendment Fight Threatens Senate Bill,
Vote on Linked Keystone Pipeline Legislation
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) said May 6 he won't
allow Republican-backed amendments to an energy efficiency bill
on the Senate floor, a move that could sink the bill and a linked
vote on legislation approving the Keystone...


Energy
D.C. Circuit Upholds Renewables Standard
For 2013 Despite It Being Eight Months Late
Federal appellate judges May 6 unanimously rejected challenges
to the Environmental Protection Agency's renewable fuel standard
for 2013 despite the rule being issued more than eight months
late (Monroe Energy LLC v. EPA, D.C. Cir.,...


Energy
Keystone Pipeline Supporters Lobby Hard,
Remain Shy of 60-Vote Threshold in Senate
Supporters of the Keystone XL oil pipeline said May 6 they are
probably within two votes of being able to clear a 60-vote
procedural hurdle in the Senate and pass a bill authorizing the
$5.4 billion northern leg of the Canada-to-Texas project....


Hazmat Transport
GAO Says Military Needs to Show More Care
In Management of Hazmat Transportation
The Defense Department needs better documentation, data and
packaging in its transportation of hazardous materials, according
to a Government Accountability Office report....


International Issues
EU Member States Approve Rules to Restrict
Illegal Transboundary Waste Shipments
European Union member states finalized legislation May 6 to
tighten waste disposal rules and reduce illegal transboundary
shipments....


Mining
State Mining Authorities Move to Track,
Comment on Waters of the U.S. Proposal
An organization representing 26 state mining authorities has
formed a working group to track and comment on the waters of
the U.S. proposed rule, the first time the group will take such
action related to water regulation since it was formed in...


Risk Assessment
Academies Report Praises EPA's Progress
Improving Process, Content of IRIS Reviews
The Environmental Protection Agency has made substantial
improvements in how it develops toxicological assessments of
chemicals under its Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS)
program and has upgraded the content of those assessments,...
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Sustainability
Understanding Water, Energy, Food Nexus
Will Help Business Resiliency, Report Says
Businesses need to develop an understanding of the
interdependent nature of energy, water and food to help them
create operations that are more resilient to shortages of these
resources, a report released May 6 by the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce...


Water Pollution
Chicago Lays Out Goals for Incorporating
Green Infrastructure to Manage Stormwater
The city of Chicago has laid out its goals for weaving green
infrastructure projects and practices into its broader
environmental stewardship activities in a new strategy document
released by Mayor Rahm Emanuel....


Water Resources
Murkowski Promotes Federal Leadership
On Interrelated Energy, Water Challenges
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) used a speech and the release of
a white paper May 6 to try to spark more discussion about the
interdependence of energy and water, a subject that especially
crops up in the context of droughts, hydraulic fracturing,...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


MAY 6 FEDERAL REGISTER


MAY 7 FEDERAL REGISTER
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Being safe during a UST
inspection


Inspecting your UST system involves a certain degree
of caution. UST systems are often located in high traffic
areas and can involve encountering flammable petroleum
vapors. So be safe and be smart. If you’re thinking about
starting to perform inspections, please consider the
following.


Events
December 2013


Colorado Class A/B
Training – Webinar
December 10
9 am– 3 pm Central
Register Now


Washington Class A/B
Training – Webinar
December 17
9 am – 3 pm Pacific
Register Now


Petroleum Storage Tank
Maintenance Webinar
by the Steel Tank Institute
December 11
10-11:15 am Central
Register Now


EMAIL YOUR ANSWER


READ MORE



http://usttraining.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=0ae55cfe1b&e=1dde6e7857

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=6004955fb4&e=1dde6e7857

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=5bd8431532&e=1dde6e7857

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=dd4a926c20&e=1dde6e7857

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=ee2a4d2d57&e=1dde6e7857

mailto:ben@usttraing.com?subject=What's%20Wrong%20with%20this%20picture%20answer

http://usttraining.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b9af900a001df1d7fbb399517&id=b41c151126&e=1dde6e7857





Be careful when working
with diesel fuel


Most safety conversations I have with Class A/B UST
operators focus on gasoline, rather than diesel fuel
because gasoline is known to be combustible where
diesel is “only flammable.” Here’s a story of a tragic
accident involving diesel fuel. Food for thought… (Thanks
to Steel tank Institute for sharing this link).


States with requirements are
more stringent than the federal
significant operational
compliance requirements


READ MORE
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Attention tribes: new national
Class A/B course now online


UST Training is proud to present the first national Class
A/B UST operator training course. This general, non-
state specific Class A/B UST operator training perfect for
native American tribe UST operators and others who want
a solid education in UST system operations and
maintenance.


READ MORE


READ MORE
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 Latest News   BNA Insights    PDF LINK Search Full Publication     


Latest Developments -- Your Preview of the Day's News


The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Midwestern Senators Expect Increase in Fuel Requirements in RFS


Posted May 14, 2014, 3:54 P.M. ET


Democrats from Midwestern states said May 14 they expect the Environmental Protection Agency to
increase the amount of biodiesel and possibly other alternative fuels required under the 2014 renewable
fuel standard, after the agency earlier proposed billions in gallons of cuts.


“That's sort of the word that's coming,” Sen. Al Franken (D-Minn.), who said he had discussed the
issue during a meeting with President Barack Obama, told reporters. “I'd be very surprised if it's not in
there.”


The EPA is expected to issue a final version of the standard, which sets the volume of alternative fuels
petroleum refiners and importers are required to blend into the motor-fuel supply, in June.


In November, the EPA proposed requiring petroleum refiners and importers to blend 15.21 billion
gallons of renewable fuels in 2014, well under the 18.15 billion gallons Congress mandated in 2007 energy
law and marking the first time it had lowered the overall blending target.


After GAO Report, Markey Seeks Details on Energy Regulation


Posted May 14, 2014, 4:17 P.M. ET


In response to a Government Accountability Office report on federal oversight of oil and gas work on
public lands, Sen. Ed Markey (D-Mass.) sent a letter May 13 to Interior Secretary Sally Jewell requesting
an array of policy details, justifications, data, and documents on the oversight.


The GAO report, released May 12, said the Bureau of Land Management, an Interior agency, has relied
on outdated rules and guidance and has not routinely reviewed and updated its rules.


“In addition, BLM has not developed formal agreements to improve coordination with state regulatory
agencies, as called for in its internal guidance,” the GAO said. “As a result, BLM and state agency officials
told GAO that agencies conduct duplicative inspections of some wells, while leaving other wells
uninspected.”


Markey asked Jewell to provide details on efforts to strengthen oversight of onshore oil and gas
activities. He also asked for data on well inspections and companies with leases and violations of
regulations. He encouraged larger fines and expanded categories of violations meriting automatic
fines.


Markey asked for all documents of all kinds dating from March 2012 or later on the risks of hydraulic
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fracturing fluids. His request covered not only reports but also correspondence, memorandums, e-mails,
phone or meeting minutes, and other materials, and applied not only to demonstrated risks but “any
allegations” as well.


Titanium Metals to Pay $13.75M for PCB Manufacture, Disposal


Posted May 14, 2014, 4:31 P.M. ET


Titanium Metals Corp. has agreed to pay $13.75 million to settle allegations that it violated the Toxic
Substances Control Act by making and improperly disposing of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), the
Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Justice said May 14 in a proposed consent decree (
United States v. Titanium Metals Corp., D. Nev., No. 14-00749, 5/14/2014 ).


The company, which the EPA described as one of the world's largest producers of titanium parts for jet
engines, will pay an additional $250,000 to settle charges that it illegally disposed of contaminated
wastewaters in violation of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.


Titanium Metals also will conduct a facility-wide investigation at its site in Henderson, Nev., to
determine the nature and extent of potential PCB contamination. Titanium Metals would then be
responsible for any cleanup contamination found.


The EPA will oversee the company's titanium production to ensure that the company no longer
manufacturers PCBs as byproducts of titanium.


The penalty that Titanium Metals Corp. agreed to pay is the largest TSCA penalty against a single
facility, the EPA said.


Nuclear Regulatory Commission to Update Low-Level Waste Program


Posted May 14, 2014, 4:14 P.M. ET


The Nuclear Regulatory Commission said it would update its program to manage low-level waste in a
notice scheduled for publication in the May 15 Federal Register.


In 2007, because of developments in the national program for low-level radioactive waste disposal and
changes in the regulatory environment, NRC said its program faced new challenges and issues.


Among these were the desire of industry for greater flexibility and reliability as well as low-level
disposal options, increased storage capacity for certain types of waste because of limited access to the
Barnwell, S.C., disposal facility, the potential need to dispose of large quantities of power plant
decommissioning waste, and limited resources in NRC's program.


Based on those challenges and issues, NRC said it conducted a strategic assessment in 2007 of its
regulatory program.


However, as the national low-level waste management program continues to evolve, NRC said, it will
need an updated assessment before it can complete activities identified in the 2007 assessment.


In one area, NRC is proposing to revise the alternative future disposal scenarios specified in 2007, the
notice said.


The agency is seeking comments on the update until July 14.


Input on Chemical Security Program Sought, DHS Official Says


Posted May 14, 2014, 11:51 A.M. ET


The Department of Homeland Security plans to solicit input soon on ways to improve the Chemical
Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards program, a senior department official told a Senate panel May 14.


David Wulf, who oversees the CFATS program, said significant improvements have been made to the
program but acknowledged that more than 3,200 facilities covered under the program do not yet have site
security plans approved. The department said it will require an additional three to four years to complete
those approvals, half the time previously predicted but still too long in the view of program critics.


Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Okla.), ranking member on the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee, said the time frame for completing security plan approvals is still too long. He called
the process used to rate security risks at chemical facilities “broken” and said program compliance remains
overly burdensome.



https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2014-11285.pdf





“My feeling is we need to fix it before we make it permanent,” Coburn said.


Homeland Security officials and chemical industry groups have called for a multiyear reauthorization
for the program. A House bill (H.R. 4007) that would extend the program for three years cleared the
House Homeland Security Committee on April 30 by voice vote.


The department will issue an advance notice of proposed rulemaking shortly to solicit input on the
program, Wulf said.


Aging Water Systems Need Investments, Green Resources: EPA Official


Posted May 14, 2014, 4:30 P.M. ET


Needed water infrastructure has been largely ignored because the pipes transporting this vital
resource are out of sight, buried underground, a senior Environmental Protection Agency official said May
14.


The lack of attention paid to the looming crisis of aging water infrastructure is a “great mystery to
those of us who work in the water world,” Kenneth Kopocis, senior adviser to the EPA Office of Water, said
at a discussion on the value of water infrastructure.


Acknowledging that federal discretionary spending in water infrastructure has declined over time,
Kopocis urged greater investment in public and private partnerships and cost-effective approaches such as
green infrastructure to address the gap in investments.


Kopocis was one of five panelists asked by the Value of Water Coalition to highlight why addressing the
nation's water infrastructure ought to be a national priority. The Value of Water Coalition, which includes
private and public representatives of the water industry, held the discussion to launch its campaign, Water
Works!, to increase public awareness about the need to provide safe and clean water to every community
through investment in infrastructure that is aging and facing risks from a changing climate.


California Governor Proposes More Funding for Drought Response


Posted May 14, 2014, 3:01 P.M. ET


California Gov. Jerry Brown (D) proposed a $130 million funding boost for fire protection, fish habitat,
groundwater and surface water assessments, and other needs to tackle immediate drought-related
problems in the coming fiscal year.


The new funding is part of a revised state budget plan the governor released May 13, and would be on
top of $687 million in drought relief and water infrastructure projects funded through a bill he signed into
law in February.


Most of the new money, $53.8 million, would be to fund more firefighters and retain seasonal
firefighters longer. Another $38.8 million would be used to restore and monitor salmon and fish habitat
and improve water infrastructure at wildlife refuges. An additional $18.1 million would fund an assessment
of surface water and groundwater conditions, expedite water transfers, and help local water agencies.


The remainder of the proposed new funding would be used for food assistance, disaster relief, water
conservation efforts at state facilities, and enforcement of water rights and water curtailment actions.


The new funding would go primarily to the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, Department of
Fish and Wildlife, and Department of Water Resources.


EU Expects Intensive Talks in June on 2030 Climate, Energy Goals


Posted May 14, 2014, 3:21 P.M. ET


European Union member states are coalescing into three groups in the ongoing discussions about a
climate and energy framework for the bloc through 2030, Greece's environment minister said May 14.


Ioannis Maniatis, speaking in Athens after a meeting of EU member state environment ministers, said
that one group of countries was broadly in agreement with proposals for EU emissions and energy targets
published in January by the European Commission, the EU's executive arm, while another group had
“major reservations, even about the actual existence of an objective.”


A third group wanted to go beyond the targets put forward by the commission, Maniatis said. In
January, the commission said that the EU should agree to a binding 40 percent emissions cut by 2030,
relative to 1990, and for renewables to meet 27 percent of the bloc's energy needs, also by 2030.
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Negotiations between EU governments on the 2030 climate and energy proposals will intensify in June.
EU environment ministers will discuss the proposals June 12, and the negotiations will be continued by EU
leaders at a June 26-27 summit.


Fourth Circuit Skeptical of Relaxed Pollutant Disclosure for Discharge Permits


Posted May 14, 2014, 3:25 P.M. ET


Judges for a federal appeals court reacted skeptically May 14 to arguments by A&G Coal Corp. that its
Virginia coal mine's selenium discharges are protected under the clean water permit shield ( Southern
Appalachian Mountain Stewards v. A&G Coal Corp., 4th Cir., No. 13-2050, oral arguments 5/14/14 ).


The company didn't disclose the pollutant explicitly in its discharge permit application because it wasn't
aware of the toxic, naturally occurring pollutant's presence in its Kelly Branch coal mine's wastewater
when it submitted its Clean Water Act Section 402 permit application, A&G Coal counsel Allen W. Dudley
Jr. said at oral arguments.


The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit asked A&G Coal several times why it was unaware of
selenium's presence in its discharges. The panel also questioned how it was within “reasonable
contemplation” for the Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy to know that selenium was
present in A&G Coal's discharges, when the company itself was not aware.


“We don't have to disclose a pollutant, but we can discharge an unlimited amount of it,” Judge J.
Harvie Wilkinson III said. “That, to me, tears a complete hole in the Clean Water Act.”


Kodak's $49 Million Environmental Trust Approved by Bankruptcy Court


Posted May 14, 2014, 12:33 P.M. ET


Eastman Kodak Co. will create a $49 million environmental trust fund to cover remedial and
monitoring costs at the 1,200-acre Eastman Business Park in Rochester, N.Y., under a settlement
agreement approved May 13 by the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York (In re
Eastman Kodak Co., Bankr. S.D.N.Y., No. 12-10202, 5/13/14).


Under two related agreements approved by the bankruptcy court, Kodak also will pay $4 million for
damages to the natural resources of the nearby Genesee River, $2 million for cleanup costs at a federal
Superfund site in Fair Lawn, N.J., and $750,000 for cleanup costs at a Superfund site outside of Albany,
N.Y.


Kodak filed for Chapter 11 protection from creditors in January 2012 and emerged from bankruptcy in
September 2013.


Coalition Asks EPA to Regulate Emissions From Oil, Gas Wells


Posted May 14, 2014, 12:19 P.M. ET


A coalition of 64 environmental and public health groups has asked the Environmental Protection
Agency to regulate emissions of hazardous air pollutants from oil and gas wells under the Clean Air
Act.


The groups, in a petition filed May 13, requested that the EPA issue regulations requiring oil and gas
companies to limit emissions from oil and gas wells in populated areas. The petition identifies data
suggesting oil and gas well sites release at least 100,000 tons of hazardous air pollutants annually,
including pollutants linked to respiratory problems and cancer.


The Natural Resources Defense Council, Sierra Club, WildEarth Guardians, and other groups said listing
oil and gas wells as area sources and limiting emissions from the wells are necessary given recent oil and
gas expansion. The petition said that technological advancements, including the rise in hydraulic fracturing
in the Marcellus Shale and other regions, have led to drilling activity closer to high-population areas.


“With oil and gas companies poised to add tens of thousands of additional wells across the country
annually, public health threats posed by this development will only increase unless EPA acts to list oil and
gas wells as a source category and set emission standards to limit their toxic air emissions,” the groups
said.
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NEWS


Agriculture
House Takes Steps to Begin
Farm Bill Negotiations With Senate
The House has agreed to begin negotiations with the Senate over
the two chambers' differing versions of the farm bill (H.R.
2642)....


Air Pollution
Federal Judge Denies Class Certification
In Suit Over BP Texas City Refinery Emissions
A federal judge has denied class certification for approximately
14,300 individuals who lived near BP's Texas City refinery and
sought $10 billion in damages over alleged exposure to sulfur
dioxide emissions, among other claims (Cannon...


Chesapeake Bay
TMDL Program to Restore Bay Will Collapse
If Trading Is Ruled Illegal, Utility Lawyer Says
The Environmental Protection Agency's plan to clean up the
Chesapeake Bay will collapse if a federal court finds water
pollutant trading to be illegal under the Clean Water Act, an
attorney who specialized in water law said Oct. 11....


Climate Change
Attorneys Say States Can Protect Against
Constitutional Challenges to Climate Rules
State initiatives enacted to address climate change and
greenhouse gas emissions have resulted in a series of significant
constitutional challenges brought under the commerce clause, but
states can take actions to protect against these...


Climate Change
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Focus on Coal, Allowing Domestic Targets
Needed to Get Deal in 2015, Negotiator Says
Getting agreement from more than 190 countries on an
international climate change deal in 2015 will require confronting
the threat posed by rising coal-related greenhouse gas emissions
and a compromise on how the agreement will set emissions...


Climate Change
For First Time, British Columbia Requires
Gas Plant to Be Ready for Carbon Capture
For the first time, British Columbia is requiring a proposed natural
gas production plant to be carbon-capture ready as a condition
for its environmental assessment certificate, or permit. But the
province does not yet have any carbon capture...


Climate Change
HP, Johnson & Johnson, Other Corporations
Set Goals for Cutting Emissions, Energy Use
Hewlett-Packard, Johnson & Johnson and three other global
corporations have made new commitments to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and cut energy use....


Climate Change
Mapping Tool Developed in Florida
Provides Analysis of Sea Level Rise
An interactive planning tool developed by the University of Florida
can provide valuable information for conducting statewide and
regional assessments of the vulnerability of transportation
infrastructure to sea level rise, according...


Climate Change
McConnell Asks EPA for Listening Session
In Kentucky on Power Plant Carbon Rule
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) has asked the
Environmental Protection Agency to schedule an additional public
forum in Kentucky on its upcoming carbon dioxide standards for
existing power plants....


Drilling
Marcellus Shale Coalition Recommends
Best Practices on Drilling for Shale Gas
The Marcellus Shale Coalition has released a guidance document
on drilling and completion of shale gas wells, the latest in a series
of eight guidance documents on recommended practices for such
wells....


Drilling
Oil, Natural Gas Industries Feel Effects
Of Shutdown, Former Interior Secretary Says
The oil and natural gas industries are beginning to be affected by
the federal shutdown, which has caused slowdowns in onshore
and offshore permitting activity, former Interior Secretary Ken
Salazar said. ...


Drilling
U.S. Company Loses Challenge to French Ban
On Hydraulic Fracturing for Shale Oil, Gas
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France's highest constitutional chamber Oct. 11 rejected a Dallas
energy company's legal challenge to a 2011 French law that bars
the use of hydraulic fracturing to extract or explore for shale gas
and oil in France (Decision No. 2013-346...


Drinking Water
New York City Completes $1.5 Billion System
To Treat Water Supply With Ultraviolet Light
Construction is substantially complete on a $1.5 billion ultraviolet-
light treatment facility for New York City's Catskill/Delaware
drinking water system to protect against cryptosporidium, giardia
and other naturally occurring...


Energy
Alberta Group Funds Renewable Energy Projects
Alberta's Climate Change and Emissions Management Corporation
said it has committed more than C$46 million ($44.4 million) in
funding for eight renewable energy projects with a combined
value of nearly C$390 million. "Renewable...


Energy
California Governor Signs Legislation
On Net Metering, Other Energy-Related Bills
California Gov. Jerry Brown (D) has signed into law a measure
giving the California Public Utilities Commission authority to
overhaul the state's electricity rate structure and rewrite the rules
for the growing number of solar customers....


Energy
Energy Information Administration Closes,
Furloughs Staff for Duration of Shutdown
The Energy Information Administration announced Oct. 11 that it
will furlough staff and cease operations for the duration of the
government shutdown. ...


Energy
EU Energy Executives Blame High Prices
On Wind, Solar Subsidies, Seek to End Them
European Union member states must dramatically reduce
subsidies for renewable energy to overcome skyrocketing prices
for consumers and businesses, ensure proper distribution of
supply and reverse the current upward trend of carbon
emissions,...


Energy
Foreign Energy, Trade Ministers Urge Obama,
Congress to Approve LNG Export Terminals
Ambassadors and energy and trade ministers from nine countries
and a U.S. territory urged Congress and the Obama
administration to accelerate the licensing and construction of
liquefied natural gas export terminals in the United States...


Energy
Oil Refiners Challenge Renewable Fuel Standard
The American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers filed a lawsuit
Oct. 10 challenging the Environmental Protection Agency's
renewable fuel standard volume requirements for 2013 (American
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Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers...


Energy
Petroleum Refiners Say Delays in Issuing
Renewable Fuel Rule Hamper Compliance
The petroleum industry has told the White House that it is vital
the Environmental Protection Agency issue its renewable fuel
standard for 2014 by the statutory deadline in November as
refiners prepare to reach the ethanol blend wall....


Enforcement
Federal Court Approves Revised Agreement
To Halt Coal Ash Dumping Into Great Lakes
A federal court has approved a revised consent decree that
requires the last coal-fired ship operating on the Great Lakes to
cease dumping coal ash into Lake Michigan by the end of the
2014 sailing season (United States v. Lake Michigan Trans-Lake...


Everglades
Florida Regulatory Agency Approves
Everglades Restoration Project Contract
The South Florida Water Management District board has approved
a construction contract for an important part of the state's efforts
to improve water quality and flow in the Everglades....


Hazmat Transport
Government Shutdown Prevents PHMSA
From Authorizing Transport of Fireworks
Due to the government shutdown, the Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration is unable to process the requests
to authorize transport of fireworks within the U.S., a fireworks
industry group said....


Mining
Group Says Metal Mining at Maine Site
Would Release Arsenic, Acid Into Water
A Maine environmental organization says it has obtained studies
submitted to the Department of Environmental Protection by
mining companies that concluded that precious metal mining in
the state would pollute waterways with arsenic and...


Mining
New Mexico Attorney General Challenges
Rules to Streamline Copper Mine Permitting
New Mexico's attorney general is challenging the state Water
Quality Control Commission's approval of new permitting rules for
copper mines, claiming the rules would allow unacceptable
drinking water contamination (State of...


Mining
Review of Permit Process Sought for Indiana Mine
A coalition of environmental groups filed a petition for review in
Indiana superior court challenging parts of an environmental law
judge's ruling related to stormwater discharge from a Peabody
Midwest Mining LLC coal mine (Sierra Club...


Oil Spills
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Spill Simulations Off Canada's West Coast
Demonstrate Limited Ability for Recovery
Simulations of oil spills off Canada's west coast show that
emergency efforts could currently recover only between 3 percent
and 31 percent of a spill, according to a study of the region's oil-
spill response regime....


Pesticides
Groups Urge EPA to Review, Process
Pesticide Notices of Arrival During Shutdown
A coalition of 17 business and trade organizations requested that
the Environmental Protection Agency resume processing notices
of arrival for pesticides, an activity that was suspended due to the
government shutdown....


Science Policy
Report Says Budgetary Constraints
Limit State Environmental Research Projects
Budgetary and economic constraints are hampering states' ability
to conduct scientific research that informs policy decisions on how
best to protect the environment and human health, a report from
the Environmental Council of the States...


Security
Former EPA Administrator Says Obama Order
Could Mean Safer Technologies at Facilities
Former Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Christine
Todd Whitman said Oct. 11 she expects mandating the
installation of safer technologies and processes at chemical
facilities will be among the recommendations offered by...


Superfund
Court Says RCRA Claims in Oklahoma Case
Barred by Settlement; CERCLA Action Allowed
The owner of an Oklahoma property used for dry-cleaning
operations may pursue superfund claims against the former
owners and operators of the facility, but its claims under the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act are barred by its
cleanup...


Toxic Substances
Mercury Treaty to Pose Technology Transfer,
Disposal Challenges After Ratification
The success of an international treaty to curb emissions of man-
made mercury will depend in large part on the transfer of
handling and storage technology from wealthy countries to poorer
ones, according to participants at the signing event....


Trade
European Union Plans to Seek WTO Ruling
On Russia's Recycling Fee on Imported Autos
The European Union plans to ask the World Trade Organization to
rule whether Russia's recycling fee on imported motor vehicles
violates global trade rules....


Water Pollution
Coalition Sues EPA Over Water Standards
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For Washington Fish-Consumption Rates
A coalition of Washington environmental groups has sued the
Environmental Protection Agency alleging it violated the Clean
Water Act by failing to ensure that the state base its water quality
standards for toxic chemicals on realistic fish-consumption...


Water Pollution
State Water Officials Say Longer Shutdown
May Delay Permit, TMDL Approvals
An extended shutdown of the federal government could delay
Environmental Protection Agency approvals of plans to clean up
polluted waters, lists of impaired and healthy waters, and Clean
Water Act permits for stormwater and nutrient runoff,...


Water Resources
New Mexico Supreme Court Voids Decision
To Review Outstanding Waters Designation
New Mexico's highest court reversed course on a cattle
association's petition for writ of certiorari and declined to review a
state water agency's designation of Outstanding National
Resource Waters, which receive the highest...


CORRECTION
An article in the Sept. 25 report about Environmental Protection
Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy's comments on agency
priorities incorrectly identified the chairman of the Senate
Environment and Public Works Superfund, Toxics...


CALENDAR


LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR


PRESIDENT'S CALENDAR


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


OCTOBER 11 FEDERAL REGISTER


OCTOBER 15 FEDERAL REGISTER
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It's hard to believe, but it was 10 years ago that the double
punch of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita wreaked havoc on the
fuel supply chain. Now total petroleum storage levels are
quickly approaching 2 billion bbl. With the recent crude
export debate picking up steam, fall refinery turnaround
season getting underway, and the impact of an interest rate
hike on the price of oil and refined products, you never know
what the next piece of news to disrupt your business could
be. It's more important than ever to stay on top of constant
supply and demand issues, price alerts, refinery
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Latest Developments -- Your Preview of the Day's News


The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.


Opposition to Power Plant Rules Gathering Steam on Capitol Hill


Posted May 29, 2014, 3:16 P.M. ET


By Anthony Adragna


The regulation hasn't yet been announced, but critics on Capitol Hill already expect the Environmental
Protection Agency's carbon pollution rule for existing power plants to be intolerable, and they have begun
preparations to fight the measure.


In an interview with Bloomberg BNA, Rep. Bill Johnson (R-Ohio) said May 29 the regulation would be a
“defiance of the will of the people” by instituting cap and trade schemes around the country, raising the
cost of electricity and causing job losses in vulnerable communities. Johnson represents a coal-dependent
region and sits on the Energy and Commerce Committee.


House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) said May 29 he would not judge the science of climate change
but expressed concern that Obama administration policy would harm the economy.


“I am astute enough to understand that every proposal that has come out of this administration to
deal with climate change involves hurting our economy and killing American jobs,” Boehner told reporters.
“That can't be the prescription for dealing with changes in our climate.”


EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and other Obama administration officials have urged people to
refrain from judging the regulation until it is announced June 2, and they said ideas about the regulations'
impact are speculative.


Committee Chairman: Reports ‘Provide Cover’ for EPA Carbon Rules


Posted May 29, 2014, 12:32 P.M. ET


By Dean Scott


The top Republican on the House Science Committee on May 29 accused President Barack Obama of
using recent United Nations and U.S. climate change reports to “spread fear and alarm and provide cover”
for his administration’s plan to cut power plant carbon dioxide emissions.


Chairman Lamar Smith (R-Texas) said during a congressional hearing that the May U.S. assessment
and an April Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report that warned greenhouse gas emissions
may rise more rapidly than previously projected “give the Obama administration an excuse” to move
ahead with its power plant limits.
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The White House on June 2 plans to unveil proposed Environmental Protection Agency regulations that
reportedly will call for as much as a 25 percent cut in power plant emissions.


Eight States Unveil Plan to Put Zero-Emission Vehicles on Road


Posted May 29, 2014, 3:01 P.M. ET


By Carolyn Whetzel


California, New York and six other states May 29 released a plan to put 3.3 million battery-electric,
plug-in hybrid-electric and fuel cell-electric vehicles on the road by 2025, a commitment the states made
last fall.


The eight states signed a pact in October, agreeing to develop and implement a multi-state plan as a
way to further each state's zero-emission vehicles mandate to further clean air goals and curb carbon
dioxide emissions.


“Today, we're putting a foot on the pedal to get more clean cars on the road,’’ California Gov. Jerry
Brown (D) said in a written statement. “This is real action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.”


The “Multi-State ZEV Action Plan” outlines a variety of steps for encouraging consumers to purchase
the zero-emission cars, such as continuing to offer cash rebates, providing access to high-occupancy
vehicle lanes in multiple states, lower bridge and road tolls and preferential parking, deploying a network
of fast-charging facilities along key interstate corridors and establishing a goal that 25 percent of new
state cars be ZEVs. Also, the plan calls for the states to jointly lobby the federal government to continue
its income tax credit for ZEV purchases.


The other states that are part of the plan are Connecticut, Maryland, Massachusetts, Oregon, Rhode
Island and Vermont.


Power Plant Rule Could Reduce Electricity Costs, Analysis Shows


Posted May 29, 2014, 3:52 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


Regulating carbon dioxide emissions from existing power plants could save Americans $37.4 billion in
electricity costs in 2020 while creating more than 274,000 energy efficiency jobs, according to a May 29
analysis from the Natural Resources Defense Council.


The projected savings are based on cutting carbon dioxide emissions from the existing power plant
fleet by 25 percent from 2012 levels by 2020. The analysis builds on a prior Natural Resources Defense
Council report that outlined a strategy the Environmental Protection Agency could use to establish state-
specific power plant emissions rates as part of proposed carbon dioxide emissions standards for power
plants. The EPA's standards are expected to be proposed June 2.


The latest economic report from the environmental group follows a May 28 analysis by the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce that said the power plant standards could increase electricity costs by $289 billion
by 2030 and decrease household income by $586 billion.


Energy Department Proposes Changes to LNG Approval Process


Posted May 29, 2014, 2:56 P.M. ET


By Ari Natter


The Department of Energy is proposing to change the way it reviews applications to approve natural
gas exports to overseas countries, saying it only will make final decisions after a project has completed
environmental review.


The change would effectively suspend the practice of issuing conditional approvals, Christopher A.
Smith, principal deputy assistant secretary for fossil energy wrote in a blog post May 29.


“The proposed changes to the manner in which LNG applications are ordered and processed will ensure
our process is efficient by prioritizing resources on the more commercially advanced projects, while also
providing the Department with more complete information when applications are considered and public
interest determinations are made,” Smith wrote.


In addition, the department said, it will “initiate” an updated economic study and release two
environmental reports that address the environmental footprint of unconventional natural gas production
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and the lifecycle greenhouse gas impacts of U.S. LNG exports.


The department said it would make the proposed procedural change and environmental reports
available for a 45-day public review and comment period.


Lower 2014 Ethanol Mandate Would Reduce Emissions, Report Says


Posted May 29, 2014, 3:29 P.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency's proposed reduction in the amount of ethanol that must be
blended into the gasoline supply in 2014 would cut greenhouse gas emissions as much as taking 580,000
cars off the road for a year, the Environmental Working Group said in a report.


The annual renewable fuel standard requirement to blend ethanol into the gasoline supply has
increased greenhouse gas emissions as more uncultivated land is cleared to grow feedstocks, according to
the May 29 report, “Ethanol's Broken Promise: Using Less Corn Ethanol Reduces Greenhouse Gas
Emissions.” Lowering the ethanol blending mandate in 2014 would reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 3
million tons of carbon dioxide, the report said.


The EPA issued a proposed rule Nov. 29, 2013, to reduce the 2014 renewable fuel standard from the
18.15 billion gallons required by the Energy Independence and Security Act (Pub. L. No. 110-140) to
15.21 billion gallons.


In addition to reducing requirements for petroleum refiners and importers to blend advanced biofuels
such as cellulosic ethanol, the proposed rule would require 1.39 billion gallons less corn-based ethanol
than set out in the statute.


The EPA has said it plans to finalize the renewable fuel standard rule in June, although it has not yet
been sent to the White House Office of Management and Budget for interagency review.


Lower Ethanol Mandate Would Reduce Carbon, Report Says


Posted May 29, 2014, 10:59 A.M. ET


By Andrew Childers


The Environmental Protection Agency's proposal to reduce the amount of ethanol that must be blended
into the gasoline supply in 2014 is the equivalent of taking 580,000 cars off the road for a year, the
Environmental Working Group said in a report May 29.


The annual renewable fuel standard requirement to blend ethanol into the gasoline supply has
increased greenhouse gas emissions as more uncultivated land is cleared to grow feedstocks, according to
the report. Lowering the ethanol blending mandate in 2014 would reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 3
million tons of carbon dioxide, the report said.


The EPA has proposed reducing the 2014 renewable fuel standard from the 18.15 billion gallons
required by the Energy Independence and Security Act to 15.21 billion gallons of renewable fuels. In
addition to reducing requirements for petroleum refiners and importers to blend advanced biofuels such as
cellulosic ethanol, that proposal would require 1.39 billion gallons less corn-based ethanol than set out in
the statute.


Obama Rule Will Close Coal-Fired Plants, American Electric Power Says


Posted May 29, 2014, 4:35 P.M. ET


By Mark Chediak


American Electric Power Co., the top U.S. operator of coal-burning power plants, expects to shut some
of its largest units if the Obama administration proposes a 25 percent greenhouse-emission cut.


The company would probably have to retire plants that can't be relied on to deliver electricity if the
Environmental Protection Agency requires such steep reductions by 2030 in proposed rules to be unveiled
June 2, Nick Akins, chief executive officer, said May 28 in an interview.


“We would see that as a particular challenge,” Akins said at Bloomberg's headquarters in New York,
adding that such a target would be “very aggressive.”


The rules, a core part of President Barack Obama's plan to fight climate change, could cost the U.S.
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economy $50 billion a year by forcing more than a third of the coal-fired power capacity to close by 2030
and eliminate 224,000 jobs, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce said May 28. Supporters predict it will create
jobs and lower power bills.


The regulation may give states broad leeway in how to cut emissions and endorse a path that goes
beyond cuts at power plants, three people familiar with the plan said last week.


©2014 Bloomberg L.P. All rights reserved. Used with permission.


Emissions Rules Driving Automakers on Innovation


Posted May 29, 2014, 4:37 P.M. ET


By Nora Macaluso


Automakers will need to look to a range of options for reducing vehicle weight and improving engine
efficiency as they work to meet new standards for tailpipe emissions, speakers at a National Association
for Business Economics conference in Detroit said May 29.


Innovation, which in the past has been driven by consumer demand, is being given an added push by
Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Transportation requirements, said Jay Baron,
president and chief executive officer of the Center for Automotive Research. Three separate rules—an EPA
requirement that cars and light trucks reach a corporate average fuel economy (CAFE) standard of 54.5
miles per gallon by 2025, California Air Resources Board rules requiring a move to zero-emissions vehicles
and EPA standards for greenhouse gases—are driving the push, he said.


Reducing vehicle weight will be “key” to meeting the standards, Baron said at the automotive industry
conference, held at the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago's Detroit branch. “It's a fierce battle” to find a
combination of high-strength steel, aluminum and composite materials that can be used in different parts
of a vehicle, and each material has “unique problems and challenges,” including how to recycle various
parts, he said.


WildEarth Guardians Sues Sugar Cooperative Over Discharges


Posted May 29, 2014, 4:47 P.M. ET


By Tripp Baltz


WildEarth Guardians sued the Western Sugar Cooperative on May 29 for allegedly illegally discharging
pollutants into the South Platte River near Fort Morgan, Colo. ( WildEarth Guardians v. The Western Sugar
Cooperative, D. Colo., No. 14-1503, 5/29/14 ).


Western Sugar's sugar beet processing facility is discharging fecal coliform as high as 5,500 times the
level allowed by its Clean Water Act permit, WildEarth Guardians charged in a lawsuit filed in the U.S.
District Court for the District of Colorado.


The facility operates from September to March processing sugar beets 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, the group said. It produces 1.5 million pounds of sugar per day and discharges millions of gallons of
wastewater every day into unlined ponds adjacent to the river, it said.


WildEarth Guardians is seeking injunctive and declaratory relief and civil penalties in the suit it said it
filed to “protect fish, wildlife, and the public from exposure to pollutants.”


House Subcommittee Approves Air Permitting Bill


Posted May 29, 2014, 1:13 P.M. ET


By Patrick Ambrosio


A House Energy and Commerce subcommittee approved draft legislation designed to expedite the
approval of preconstruction permits issued under the Clean Air Act, forwarding the legislation to the full
committee for consideration.


The Subcommittee on Energy and Power, on a vote of 14-8, approved a discussion draft of the
Promoting New Manufacturing Act, which would require the EPA to concurrently publish implementing
guidance alongside any final new or revised national ambient air quality standards.


The legislation also contains language saying a new or revised air quality standard wouldn't apply to
consideration of a preconstruction permit until final implementation is published, a provision that Rep.
Henry Waxman (D-Calif.) described as creating a “loophole” that would allow new facilities to measure
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their emissions against an outdated standard. The subcommittee, on a voice vote, rejected a Waxman
amendment that would have struck that language from the bill.


Republican members of the subcommittee have said the proposal is needed to provide more clarity
and transparency to the permitting process. At a hearing last week, representatives from the American
Chemistry Council, the National Association of Manufacturers and the Small Business and Entrepreneurship
Council said the current permitting process commonly involves lengthy delays, creating uncertainty for
businesses planning construction projects in the U.S.


EPA Data Fraud Process Inadequate, Inspector General Says


Posted May 29, 2014, 11:56 A.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


The Environmental Protection Agency doesn't have an adequate “due diligence” process to protect the
public from the ramifications of falsified environmental data, the agency's inspector general said in a May
29 report.


The agency hires external laboratories, such as Intertek Testing Services, to conduct environmental
testing. However, once fraudulent data or quality assurance issues are identified, there is confusion about
what state or federal offices can do, the report said. EPA officials told the inspector general they need
policies to identify how and when to communicate laboratory fraud information across offices, to review
fraudulent data to examine how it affected human health and the environment and to review what past
environmental decisions were based off of the data that may need to be changed.


If the EPA uses fraudulent data unchecked, there could be a decrease in public confidence in the
agency, unnecessary use of the agency's financial and personnel resources and a lag in how quickly the
agency can determine environmental cleanup actions, as well as potential ramifications for public health,
the report said.


Intertek Testing Services, which paid $9 million in fines, falsified testing data on Superfund and
hazardous waste sites “to determine site safety and to monitor the migration of hazardous wastes,
including cancer-causing petrochemicals,” the report said.


Senators Press Pipeline Agency to Reform State Oversight


Posted May 29, 2014, 10:26 A.M. ET


By Rachel Leven


Three Senate Democrats are calling on the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to
quickly implement reforms to its management of state programs.


Senators Richard Durbin (D-Ill.), Carl Levin (D-Mich.) and Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.) urged PHMSA
on May 28 to follow recommendations made by the Transportation Department inspector general to
update its formula to determine how many inspectors each state pipeline safety program needs and to
provide minimum training and professional qualification requirements for inspectors. There are 2.5 million
miles of pipeline that could have accidents across the U.S., and the holes in the management and
oversight of state natural gas programs found by the inspector general cause concern that the pipelines
may not be receiving adequate inspections, the senators wrote.


“Given PHMSA's responsibility for the safe and secure movement of hazardous liquids and natural gas
through 85 percent of the nation's pipeline system, these findings are not only disturbing—they are
unacceptable,” the senators said.


The inspector general report, released in May, found the administration is using largely outdated and
inadequate procedures to guide state authorities and fails to detect key weaknesses in its evaluations of
state natural gas programs.
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA Sets Dates for Hearings on Supplemental
NOx Proposal for Arizona Power Plant
The Environmental Protection Agency is publishing a
supplemental proposal for reducing emissions from the Navajo
Generating Station in Arizona, one of the nation's largest sources
of harmful nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions....


Air Pollution
Sierra Club Seeks EPA Action on Challenges
To Permits for Power Plants in Pennsylvania
The Sierra Club has asked a federal court in Philadelphia to
compel the Environmental Protection Agency to act on petitions in
which the group identified alleged deficiencies in operating
permits issued by Pennsylvania to seven coal-fired...


Chesapeake Bay
2013 ‘Dead Zone' in Chesapeake Bay
Somewhat Larger Than in Summer 2012
Slightly more than 22 percent of the water in the Chesapeake Bay
had too little dissolved oxygen to support most marine life during
the summer of 2013, an increase from the volume of water in
2012, the Chesapeake Bay Program announced Oct. 18....


Climate Change
Carbon Dioxide Emissions Down 3.8 Percent
In 2012, Lowest Level Since 1994, EIA Says
Carbon dioxide emissions from energy consumption and
production declined 3.8 percent in 2012, reaching their lowest
level since 1994, the Energy Information Administration said in a
report released Oct. 21....
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Climate Change
Key to 2015 Climate Change Deal Rests
On Joint 2014 Actions, U.N. Official Says
The world cannot wait until 2015 to start work in earnest on an
international climate change agreement, the United Nations' top
climate official said Oct. 21....


Drilling
Norse Energy's Bankruptcy Unlikely
To Affect Fracking Case, Attorney Says
A recent federal bankruptcy filing by the plaintiff in a major
fracking case before New York's highest court will not have a
significant impact on the case moving forward, Thomas West, an
attorney for plaintiff Norse Energy Corp., told...


Energy
Chamber of Commerce to Promote
Energy Development, Regulatory Reform
Developing energy resources is one of the best ways to make the
nation's economy grow, but the federal regulatory process
requires immediate reforms, the head of the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce said Oct. 21. ...


Energy
EIS Completed for Offshore Oil, Gas Lease Sales
The Interior Department's Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
said Oct. 21 it has completed the final environmental impact
statement for two proposed oil and natural gas lease sales in the
Eastern Planning Area of the Gulf of Mexico. Lease...


Energy
Energy Department Proposes Expanding
Alternative Efficiency Testing Methods
The Department of Energy is proposing to expand the use of
alternative methods for determining compliance with energy
efficiency requirements for certain commercial and industrial
equipment, according to a notice to be published Oct. 22....


Energy
EPA Lists Heating Oil From Biomass as Renewable
The Environmental Protection Agency will add heating oil made
from biomass to the list of fuels acceptable to show compliance
with the renewable fuel standard in a final rule to be published in
the Federal Register Oct. 22. Producers and importers...


Energy
European Commission Proposal to Restrict
Crop-Based Biofuels in Transportation Stalls
A European Commission proposal to cap the use of crop-based
biofuels in meeting European Union goals for renewable energy-
fueled transportation has stalled due to divisions among EU
member states and in the European Parliament....


Energy
Ralls Corp. Appeals Two District Court
Decisions on Wind Farm Project in Oregon
Ralls Corp., a firm owned by two Chinese nationals, is challenging
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a district court's rejection of its due process and statutory claims
against President Barack Obama's decision to derail its plans to
build wind farms close to a U.S....


Energy
USDA Announces $181 Million Available
For Commercial-Scale Advanced Biofuels
The Agriculture Department announced Oct. 21 the availability of
$181 million to develop commercial-scale refineries for advanced
biofuels....


Energy
Vitter Places Hold on DOE Nomination,
Cites Concern About Stalled NASA Project
Sen. David Vitter (R-La.) announced Oct. 21 that he has placed a
hold on the nomination of Elizabeth Robinson to be
undersecretary of energy, citing concerns about her work at
NASA, where she currently serves as chief financial officer....


Mining
States With Primary Authority Over Mining
Gauge Impact of Fiscal 2014 Budget Talks
States with primary authority to oversee mining activities say
that fiscal year 2014 federal budget talks have created
uncertainty about how their programs might be affected....


Regulatory Policy
Canadian Court Upholds Ontario Requirement
To Report Accidental Contaminant Releases
The Supreme Court of Canada has upheld an Ontario requirement
that any accidental release of a contaminant to the environment
be reported to the provincial Ministry of the Environment,
including "fly-rock" debris from blasting...


Regulatory Policy
Inspector General Asked to Review EPA
Regulation of Technology It Develops
An environmental advocacy group has asked the Environmental
Protection Agency's inspector general to examine whether
sufficient controls are in place to prevent conflicts of interest and
favoritism when the agency regulates technologies...


Solid Waste
South Lake Tahoe Bans Plastic Carryout Bags
Officials in South Lake Tahoe, Calif., have approved an ordinance
to phase in a ban on single-use, plastic carryout bags "to
preserve the natural and visual beauty" of the lake and curb the
environmental impacts related to making the...


Toxic Substances
EPA Publishes Final Perfluorinated Chemicals Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency is scheduled to publish on
Oct. 22 a final significant new use rule ( SNUR) that will restrict a
large group of stain and grease resistant, yet potentially harmful
chemicals from carpets imported into the...


Water Pollution
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EPA Proposed Stormwater Rule to Include
Green Infrastructure Measures, Strategy Says
The Environmental Protection Agency plans to incorporate the use
of green infrastructure such as grassy swales, porous pavement,
rain gardens and other measures as options to minimize
stormwater runoff from newly built and redeveloped...


Water Pollution
EPA Won't Ask Supreme Court to Review
Eighth Circuit Rejection of Mixing Zone Policy
The Environmental Protection Agency will not ask the U.S.
Supreme Court to review an appeals court's rejection of agency
restrictions on discharges from wastewater treatment plants
during heavy rains, which had been issued as policy...


Water Resources
House Water Resources Bill Would Cost
$3.5 Billion From 2014 to 2018, CBO Says
The Water Resources Reform and Development Act ( H.R. 3080 )
would cost about $3.5 billion between 2014 and 2018, the
Congressional Budget Office said in an estimate released as the
bill was being readied for debate on the House floor. ...
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: "Excruciatingly slow" EPA approvals hurting startup companies
Date: Wednesday, April 30, 2014 7:44:18 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: 'Excruciatingly slow' EPA approvals hurting startup companies | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: NexSteppe, a startup seed company headquartered in San Francisco, is hoping to
capitalize on the federal renewable fuel standard.
 
The company has developed two varieties of sorghum, a type of annual grass, engineered specifically
for bioenergy. NexSteppe believes fuels made from the crops could help refiners comply with their
annual biofuel mandates under the RFS.
 
But the petitions for NexSteppe's sorghum crops are mired in a regulatory abyss at U.S. EPA, among
more than 30 renewable fuel petitions that the agency has yet to act on. Biofuels made from those
crops and technologies do not yet count for credit under the renewable fuel standard, so there's no
incentive for refiners to use the fuel.
 
Biofuel advocates say companies like NexSteppe represent the real-world effects of the long and
uncertain approval process for new renewable fuel technologies. National Sorghum Producers
submitted its first petition for NexSteppe nearly two years ago. In the face of the delays, NexSteppe
CEO Anna Rath said the company is focusing on other countries around the world -- especially Brazil.
 
"Seed companies develop hybrids specially for this market, and all of a sudden they're in just a wait
situation," said Tim Lust, CEO of the National Sorghum Producers. "The U.S.'s regulatory system has
slowed stuff down to the point that our private companies are just pulling out."
 
The 2007 renewable fuel standard required the nation to go beyond corn ethanol to next-generation
biofuels. It spurred the launch of several biofuels companies attempting to develop new technology
to create advanced biofuels, as well as seed companies focused on engineering crops specifically for
bioenergy production.
 
EPA, though, must first approve new renewable fuel inputs, technologies and products -- collectively
known as "pathways" -- before they can qualify for the credits that refiners use to show compliance
with the standard. The approval process is based on a life-cycle greenhouse gas review; a fuel
qualifies as an advanced biofuel if it reduces greenhouse gas emissions by 50 percent compared to a
gasoline base line.
 
The lengthy approval process has long been under fire by biofuel advocates. Critics say EPA is
keeping new fuels out of the market by delaying the reviews, while at the same time proposing to
lower the advanced biofuel mandate on the grounds that there aren't enough fuels available.
 
The agency has been "excruciatingly slow" to approve new pathways, said Biotechnology Industry
Organization Executive Vice President Brent Erickson.
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An analysis last May by researchers at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, found that
companies that petitioned the agency for new next-generation fuel types have had to wait an
average of 1.37 years for a decision. According to the Advanced Biofuels Association, some
companies have gone out of business awaiting approval of their technologies.
 
"These individual facilities don't know whether to sign a contract with a grower for this coming year,
or whether it will be another year," Lust said. "It's just creating lots of challenges to the
entrepreneurs that are starting these facilities."
 
Some of the pending applications are controversial, including a petition to allow palm oil-based
biodiesel. EPA has so far approved 12 advanced pathways, including cellulosic ethanol made from
crop residues and sugar cane ethanol. According to the Office of Management and Budget, EPA sent
a new pathways rule to the White House yesterday, but it's unclear when it will go into effect.
 
When approval does come, it can make a big difference.
 
"If you're building a plant that has a technology that is dependent on a particular feedstock, say
sweet sorghum, and you go ahead and make that investment without having the approval ahead of
time, or at least a really high degree of confidence you're going to get the approval, the risks are
very, very high," said John Urbanchuk, a biofuels economist and managing partner at ABF
Economics.
 
In late 2012, EPA approved grain sorghum -- the type that is fed to animals as livestock feed -- as a
feedstock for biofuels. Depending on the type of facility it is produced in, grain sorghum counts
toward either conventional ethanol or advanced biofuel. It can be seamlessly substituted for corn in
conventional ethanol production.
 
Spurred partly by the approval and partly by drought in the United States, grain sorghum production
has taken off in the United States. In the last two years, it has increased by 40 percent. About 40
percent of the nation's 8 million acres currently goes into fuel production today.
 
Chromatin Inc., a seed company formed in 2010, has capitalized off the market in the United States.
It has formed partnerships with major ethanol companies to take its sorghum as a feedstock.
 
"We're running this in the way that the big ag companies have produced corn -- hundreds of new
hybrids a year," said Daphne Preuss, CEO of Chromatin.
 
NexSteppe, which formed three years ago with the goal of finding the best potential source of
bioenergy, is eyeing different types of sorghum.
 
Working in collaboration with DuPont, the company developed a high-biomass sorghum that can
grow 20 feet tall in four months and is bred to have low moisture at the time of harvest, making it
cheap to transport and process. The company's other sorghum, a type of sweet sorghum, is similar
to sugar cane but needs about half the water.







 
Both sorghum have all the properties of an ideal feedstock: low inputs, high yield, an existing supply
chain infrastructure, return on investment for growers and great genetic diversity.
 
"Our sorghums have been designed for industrial processes, and that makes them pretty different
from what's come before," Rath, the CEO, said last week.
 
National Sorghum Producers submitted the petition to EPA for NexSteppe's high-biomass sorghum
in August 2012, and the petition for sweet sorghum in December 2013, according to Lust.
 
Rath said she believes sorghum seems like a natural fit for the RFS because its water effectiveness
contributes to life-cycle emissions benefits, but the sorghum company does not know when EPA will
finish its review.
 
EPA has acknowledged the delays. Last month, the agency announced it would revamp reviews by
making internal processes more efficient and developing a new step-by-step guidance for
petitioners. EPA also plans to launch an automated review process for previously approved inputs
and technologies. The review is expected to take six months, during which time EPA will only weigh
"high priority" petitions (Greenwire, March 19).
 
"Our objectives are a more efficient and transparent process with improved public service," EPA
said.
 
But Rath said EPA's action further complicates the landscape because companies do not know how
the approval process will look at the end of the six-month review.
 
"The EPA has gotten some push-back on the way that it's approved other feedstocks, so the way that
new feedstocks get approved might change," Rath said.
 
NexSteppe's first customers for its high biomass sorghum are Brazilian biomass power producers,
Rath said. Brazil is experiencing a shortage of hydropower due to drought, and the company hopes
its sorghum can act as a replacement. The price of bagasse, a sugar cane residue used for ethanol
production, has also increased, making the environment more favorable for drop-in energy crops
not subject to price fluctuations in big commodity crops.
 
The company announced last week that it had sold more than 2,500 acres of its high biomass
sorghum for biopower in Brazil, bringing it to 65 percent of the bioenergy sorghum market in the
country.
 
"I believe power is going to be an enabler of cellulosic biofuels," Rath said. "What we're doing in
Brazil right now in power is proving a dedicated cellulosic feedstock for an industrial process at
scale."
 
There is one company in the United States, Southeast Biofuels, planning a commercial-size biofuels
facility in Florida capable of converting sweet sorghum to fuel.







 
Rath said that she remains "optimistic that [the petition review] gets done in the relevant time
horizon so people trying to build facilities using some of these feedstocks can use it."
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Latest Developments -- Your Preview of the Day's News


The following news provides a snapshot of what Bloomberg BNA is working on today. Read the full version of all the
stories in the final issue, published each night.
Report: Climate Change Responses Insufficient to Avoid Impacts


Posted May 06, 2014, 10:46 A.M. ET


Efforts to respond to climate change are insufficient to avoid its increasingly damaging social,
environmental and economic effects, according to the most comprehensive U.S. climate assessment to
date.


The National Climate Assessment, released May 6, said many of the impacts are irreversible, but the
risks of some of the worst effects can be reduced with “aggressive and sustained” greenhouse gas
emission reductions by the U.S. and other countries.


U.S. researchers have issued the “loudest and clearest alarm bell to date” signaling the need for
urgent action to combat climate change, John Holdren, director of the White House Office of Science and
Technology Policy, said May 6.


“Climate change is not a distant threat,” he told reporters on a press call to discuss the report. “It is
already affecting every region in the country and key sectors of the economy.”


The roughly 1,400-page assessment was developed over four years by hundreds of climate scientists
and technical experts. A federal advisory group approved it May 6.


The assessment's findings are expected to help underpin executive actions laid out in the president's
climate plan, including proposals to limit carbon pollution from power plants.


Appeals Court Upholds 2013 Renewable Fuel Standards


Posted May 06, 2014, 12:01 P.M. ET


Federal appellate judges May 6 rejected challenges to the Environmental Protection Agency's
renewable fuel standard for 2013, despite the rule being issued more than eight months late ( Monroe
Energy LLC v. EPA, D.C. Cir., No. 13-1265, 5/6/14 ).


The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit ruled the EPA acted within its statutory
authority when it reduced the cellulosic ethanol blending requirement for 2013 but didn't reduce the
overall advanced biofuel mandate. Cellulosic ethanol is a subset of advanced biofuels.


“There is no requirement to reduce these latter quotas, nor does the statute prescribe any factors that
EPA must consider in making its decision,” Judge Judith Rogers wrote in the opinion. “In the absence of
any express or implied statutory directive to consider particular factors, EPA reasonably concluded that it
enjoys broad discretion regarding whether and in what circumstances to reduce the advanced biofuel and
total renewable fuel volumes under the cellulosic biofuel waiver provision.”
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The 2013 blending requirements was challenged by Monroe Energy LLC, the American Petroleum
Institute and American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers, who argued that the rule was issued
retroactively and that the EPA failed to provide adequate notice of revisions it made to the blending
requirements between proposal and finalization that increased obligated parties' burdens.


The EPA had a statutory deadline to issue the 2013 renewable fuel standards by Nov. 30, 2012, but
the rule was not finalized until Aug. 15, 2013, halfway through the compliance year. The court called
concerns that the 2013 standards would be applied retroactively overstated because the annual blending
mandates are set out in the Energy Independence and Security Act.


Judges Question Groups' Standing in Challenge to EPA Memo


Posted May 06, 2014, 12:52 P.M. ET


Federal appeals court judges May 6 appeared skeptical that the Sierra Club and other environmental
groups have established standing to challenge a 2012 Environmental Protection Agency memo advising
regional offices on how to respond to a court decision striking down the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule (
Sierra Club v. EPA, D.C. Cir., No. 13-1014, oral arguments 5/6/14 ).


The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit questioned whether the petitioners
established the EPA's memo would injure any of the groups' members. The memo advised EPA regional
offices to approve state implementation plans addressing ozone and particulate matter pollution based on
emissions reductions anticipated from the cross-state rule's precursor regulation, called the Clean Air
Interstate Rule.


Judge David Tatel said he “hadn't seen anything” indicating that future harm is “substantially likely” to
result from the EPA's use of the Clean Air Interstate Rule's emissions reductions. When the D.C. Circuit
struck down the cross-state rule, it temporarily left in place the Clean Air Interstate Rule.


Further complicating the issue is the U.S. Supreme Court's April 29 decision upholding the cross-state
rule, and Tatel also questioned whether the lawsuit challenging the memo now is moot in light the
Supreme Court's decision.


Amendment Fight Threatens Senate Energy Bill, Keystone Legislation


Posted May 06, 2014, 3:51 P.M. ET


Negotiations over amendments to an energy efficiency bill on the Senate floor have come to a “full
stop,” a spokesman for Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) said May 6, a development that
could sink the bill and a linked vote on a bill approving the Keystone pipeline.


Measures that would limit the Environmental Protection Agency's regulation of carbon emissions from
power plants are among the amendments Republicans are seeking to the energy bill (S. 2262), but Senate
Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) said he will not allow amendments to the legislation.


“We should have an up or down vote on this bill,” Reid told reporters, adding that he would not bring a
bill authorizing the Keystone pipeline (S. 2280) to the floor if that doesn't occur. “At this stage they are
tied together.”


GAO: Military Needs Better Management of Hazmat Transportation


Posted May 06, 2014, 4:06 P.M. ET


The Defense Department needs better documentation, data and packaging in its transportation of
hazardous materials, according to a Government Accountability Office report released May 1.


The Defense Department also needs to make sure every shipment of arms, ammunition and explosives
is provided with a secure holding place, said the report, “Defense Transportation: DOD Needs to Take
Actions to Improve the Transportation of Hazardous Material Shipments.”


The GAO acknowledged the sheer scale of the military's task. About 1.6 million shipments of
hazardous materials were moved by the Defense Department in fiscal year 2013, the report said.


In fiscal 2012 and 2013 together, there were 70,891 shipments of arms, ammunition and explosives,
and in 44 of those instances the military did not provide commercial carriers with access to “secure hold
areas,” the GAO said.


“Not providing secure hold for even a small percentage of these sensitive shipments poses a risk to
public safety and national security,” the GAO said.



http://www.gao.gov/assets/670/662906.pdf
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China to Allow Voluntary Credits From Carbon Sequestration


Posted May 06, 2014, 3:21 P.M. ET


China officially will allow trading in voluntary credits from forest carbon sequestration, also called
carbon sinks, starting June 1, according to a notice from the State Forestry Administration.


The SFA said May 5 in a guidance document that forestry bureaus in areas where cities and provinces
already have launched carbon trading should follow with implementation measures that allow for voluntary
trading in credits from sequestered forested land.


The administration hopes the trading can help reach national carbon intensity reduction targets of 40
percent to 45 percent based on 2005 levels by 2020. The administration also sees the trading as a way to
preserve forest ecosystems.


For the regulatory process, the notice states that trading in credits from forests largely will follow an
updated Clean Development Mechanism project management measure that was drafted in 2011 by the
National Development and Reform Commission, the Ministry of Science and Technology, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Finance.


China has launched pilot carbon emissions trading systems in the municipalities of Beijing, Tianjin and
Shanghai, the city of Shenzhen, and the provinces of Guangdong and Hubei, with a final pilot in Chongqing
municipality now expected to begin trading in June.


Some Warming Unavoidable Even With Emissions Reductions, Assessment Says


Posted May 06, 2014, 11:33 A.M. ET


Temperatures are expected to increase between 3 degrees Fahrenheit and 5 degrees by the end of the
century even if greenhouse gas emissions are curtailed, the U.S. said in its National Climate Assessment.


Temperatures could increase by as much as 10 degrees by the end of the century if emissions
continue to increase, according to the report. The assessment said some climate change impacts will be
“unavoidable” as a result of greenhouse gas emissions already accumulating in the atmosphere.
Temperatures in the U.S. have already increased by between 1.3 degrees and 1.9 degrees since 1895,
with most of the increase occurring since 1970.


“Impacts related to climate change are already evident in many regions and sectors and are expected
to become increasingly disruptive across the nation throughout this century and beyond,” the assessment
said. “Climate changes interact with other environmental and societal factors in ways that can either
moderate or intensify these impacts.”


Among the likely impacts are increased heat waves and heavy precipitation events in the Northeast as
well as decreased water availability in the Southeast, Southwest and Great Plains. Rising temperatures
could increase the growing season and crop yields in the Midwest, but that region would also experience
more droughts, fires and floods as a result, the assessment said.


Mining Authorities Form Group to Track Waters of the U.S. Proposal


Posted May 06, 2014, 4:13 P.M. ET


An organization representing 26 state mining authorities has formed a working group to track and
comment on the waters of the U.S. proposed rule, the first time the group will take such action related to
water regulation since it was formed in 1970.


The Interstate Mining Compact Commission formed the working group of fewer than 10 member states
at its annual conference in Reno, Nev., April 27 through April 30, Greg Conrad, executive director of the
commission, told Bloomberg BNA May 6.


The Clean Water Act rule, which agencies proposed March 25, would bring under federal jurisdiction all
tributaries of streams, lakes, ponds and impoundments, as well as wetlands that affect the chemical,
physical and biological integrity of larger, navigable downstream waters.


The Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' jointly proposed waters of
the U.S. rule may affect how mining regulators need to structure their permits, including mitigation
portions of permits and jurisdiction requirements, so mining regulators believe they need a unique voice in
the conversation.


EU Member States to Restrict Illegal Transboundary Waste Shipments



http://nca2014.globalchange.gov/





Posted May 06, 2014, 3:08 P.M. ET


European Union member states finalized legislation May 6 to tighten waste disposal rules and reduce
illegal transboundary shipments. The measure includes a tougher inspection regime and a ban on the
export of hazardous waste to any country not a member of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development.


One of the most important provisions of the legislation boosts the power of inspectors by reversing the
burden of proof when it comes to illegal waste shipments.


The May 6 approval, without objection, came after the European Parliament overwhelmingly approved
the legislation April 17. The measure takes effect when published in the EU Official Journal, likely early
next month.


The EU Waste Shipment Regulation is targeted at the estimated 25 percent of all shipments in the EU
that do not comply with rules requiring waste be treated in an environmentally sound manner. According
to the European Commission, which proposed the legislation in 2013, studies in 2011 indicated that 2.8
million tons of waste were shipped illegally.


National Academies Report Praises EPA Progress on Chemicals


Posted May 06, 2014, 12:10 P.M. ET


The Environmental Protection Agency has made substantial improvements in how it develops
toxicological assessments of chemicals under its Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) program and
upgraded the content of those assessments, the National Academies reported May 6.


The congressionally mandated report, from the academies' Committee to Review the IRIS Process,
offers recommendations about ways the agency can build upon the progress it has made and continue to
improve the scientific and technical information in its toxicological assessments.


Companies, trade associations, health advocates and other organizations now have more opportunities
to participate in and offer information for the IRIS assessments as they are developed, the committee
noted as one of the positive changes.


The IRIS documents are used by federal, state, local and international governments to assess the
hazards posed by environmental contaminants and determine whether regulations or other forms of risk
management are needed.


The academies' National Research Council prepared the report, following up on criticisms from several
academies committees reviewing draft IRIS assessments. An academies committee summarized the
consistent problems those committees found in a 2011 critique of the EPA's draft assessment of
formaldehyde.


House Appropriations Proposes 10% Increase in PHMSA Funds


Posted May 06, 2014, 11:53 A.M. ET


The House Appropriations Committee released a draft fiscal year 2015 appropriations bill May 6 that
would allocate $205.2 million to the federal agency that monitors pipeline safety and hazardous materials
safety programs, a $19.4 million increase from fiscal year 2014 enacted levels.


While the proposal would increase overall funding for the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration, the allocations by the committee still would be a long haul from President Barack Obama's
requested $260.5 million for fiscal year 2015.


Included in the pipeline administration's funding is a proposed $52 million for hazardous material
safety efforts—in line with the president's request—and $131.5 million for pipeline safety efforts, nearly
$30 million less than the president asked for. The House bill also met the president's request for $19.5
million from the pipeline safety funding to be designated to the oil spill liability trust fund.


The Transportation and Housing and Urban Development bill proposed spending $52 billion on its
programs, or $1.2 billion above enacted levels. The figure actually reflects a cut of $1.8 billion due to the
reduction in offsets caused by a decline in Federal Housing Administration receipts.
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NEWS


Agriculture
House, Senate Conferees to Debate
Inclusion of EPA Riders in Farm Bill
House and Senate conferees on the farm bill will have to decide
whether to allow language that would restrict the Environmental
Protection Agency's authority over regulations and policies that
affect agriculture....


Air Pollution
China Plans Standardized Nationwide Tests
For Heavy Metals Such as Mercury, Lead
China plans to start standardized nationwide testing of air for
toxic heavy metals such as lead and mercury as the nation seeks
to curb pollution, according to executives at a company supplying
equipment for the program. ...


Air Pollution
Eight States Sign Pact to Put 3.3 Million
Zero-Emission Vehicles on Road by 2025
California, New York, and six other states have joined forces on a
plan to put 3.3 million battery-electric, plug-in hybrid-electric and
fuel cell-electric vehicles on the road over the next 12 years....


Air Pollution
Environmental Groups Give Intel Corp.
Notice of Intent to Sue on Alleged Violations
Two environmental groups have sent Intel Corp. a notice of their
intent to sue over alleged Clean Air Act violations based on the
company's admitted failure to reveal to state regulators years of
fluoride emissions at two manufacturing...


Air Pollution
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Less Stringent Particulate Matter Standard
For Cement Kilns Unlawful, Groups Argue
The Environmental Protection Agency violated the Clean Air Act
when it eased the particulate matter emissions limit for cement
kilns and postponed the compliance date by two years,
environmental groups told a federal appeals court Oct. 24...


Biodiversity
Report Addresses Changing Ecosystems in Arctic
Changes are occurring in Arctic sea ice ecosystems with the
decline of multiyear ice, and the nature and impact of some of
those changes remains very hard to predict, according to a report
released Oct. 23 by the Conservation of Arctic Flora and...


Climate Change
Energy Companies Start Acknowledging
Climate Risk to Finances, Investors Say
The world's top energy companies are starting to acknowledge
the financial risks that climate change poses to their fossil fuel
reserves, infrastructure and workforce, a sustainable investor
group told Bloomberg BNA Oct. 24....


Climate Change
House Committee Leaders Request Additional
Data on U.S. Climate Activities, Expenditures
Five Republicans on the House Energy and Commerce Committee
sent letters Oct. 24 to 11 federal agencies and the White House
Office of Management and Budget seeking additional information
on activities related to climate change within the...


Climate Change
Interior Provides $162 Million for Natural
Buffers to Atlantic Coast Hurricanes
The Interior Department will provide $162 million for 45
restoration and research projects to provide the Atlantic Coast
with a natural buffer against hurricanes....


Climate Change
Records Show Intense Lobbying
On Social Cost of Carbon by Industry Groups
More than 20 industry groups and energy companies lobbied
Congress in the third quarter of 2013 against the Obama
administration's increased estimate of the social cost of carbon
and lack of transparency in developing the metric, lobbying...


Climate Change
Report: Health Risks Could Grow as Wildfires Worsen
A much larger part of the United States could face health risks
from smoke as wildfires worsen with climate change, according to
an analysis released Oct. 24 by the Natural Resources Defense
Council. The analysis showed that smoke from wildfires...


Climate Change
Success of Carbon Capture Technology
Said to Hinge on Government-Created Market
While carbon capture technology will likely be commercially
available for power plants in 2020 or earlier, widespread
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deployment will largely hinge on the government's ability to
manage costs by creating a market, according to a
congressional...


Climate Change
Success of Obama's Climate Plan Rests
On Power Plant Rules, Former EPA Chief Says
Former Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Carol
Browner said Oct. 24 the success of President Barack Obama in
addressing climate change will come down to whether the EPA
can issue final rules for limiting carbon dioxide from existing...


Corporate Responsibility
Report Says European Companies Falling
Short on Conflict Minerals Due Diligence
European companies that source substances such as gold and
tungsten from central Africa rarely make public disclosures that
they carry out due diligence to ensure they are not using "conflict
minerals," according to a report published...


Drilling
Virginia Agency Suspends Drilling Policy
On Easements After Outcry From Activists
The Virginia Outdoors Foundation, the state agency that
administers conservation easements to protect privately held
open land, Oct. 24 suspended much of a 2012 policy under which
it could allow oil and drilling on easements on a case-by-case...


Energy
DOE Secretary Moniz Outlines Initiatives
For Energy Efficiency, Fossil-Fuel Technology
Oct. 24 — Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz said his priorities
include advancing renewable energy and alternative technologies,
resolving the nuclear waste issue and developing the low-carbon
fossil-fuel technologies that are a key...


Energy
EPA Compromise on Ethanol Blend
May Not Avert Court Challenge, API Says
Signs that the Environmental Protection Agency is willing to
reduce the amount of ethanol and other renewable fuels required
to be blended into the country's fuel supply in 2014 may not be
enough to avert a court challenge, the American...


Energy
IRS Issues Memo on Alternative Fuel Mixture Credit
The Internal Revenue Service chief counsel said in a program
manager technical advice memorandum (PMTA) that the
alternative fuel mixture credit articulated in tax code Section
6426 can only be claimed for the calendar quarter in which the...


Energy
New York City to Retrofit Streetlights
With Energy-Saving LEDs, Mayor Announces
New York City plans to retrofit all of its 250,000 streetlights with
energy-efficient light-emitting diode (LED) technology by 2017,
Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg (I) and city Transportation
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Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan have announced....


Energy
Ontario Moves Closer to Ending Coal Use for Power
Ontario Power Generation's shutdown of the Lambton Generating
Station makes the Nanticoke Generating Station the only coal-
fired facility in southern Ontario and moves the province closer to
its goal of eliminating all coal-fired...


Enforcement
Citgo Could Pay New Jersey $23.25 Million
To Resolve MTBE Contamination Claims
Citgo Petroleum Corp. would pay $23.25 million to the New
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection to settle its
alleged liability for contaminating state waters with the gasoline
additive methyl tertiary butyl ether under a proposed...


General Policy
European Parliament Advances Program
Setting Environmental Priorities Through 2020
The European Parliament on Oct. 24 rubber-stamped an
environmental action program (7EAP) to guide the European
Union's environmental policy through 2020....


Hazmat Transport
International Panel to Consider Ban
On Air Transport of Lithium Metal Batteries
The International Civil Aviation Organization's Dangerous Goods
Panel is scheduled to consider numerous proposed changes to
international standards on the air transport of lithium batteries,
including a proposal that would prohibit...


Natural Resources
Stakeholders See Ways to Reduce Tensions
Over Competing Uses of Public Lands in West
Meticulous local discussions and the occasional helping hand
between different stakeholders can ease the tensions between at
least some competing interests on public lands, speakers told a
Capitol Hill forum Oct. 24....


Pesticides
EPA Posts Application Checklists for New Pesticides
The Environmental Protection Agency posted a series of checklists
on its website identifying requirements for new pesticide
registration applications. In an Oct. 24 statement, the EPA said
the checklists are designed to assist registrants...


Regulatory Policy
Proposal on Incorporating Private Groups'
Standards in Rules Seen as Half-Measure
A proposal to clarify the approval process for including
copyrighted standards in federal regulations is being received as
a half-measure that leaves many issues unresolved, attorneys
tracking the issue told Bloomberg BNA....


Right to Know
EPA Offers Guide on Uses for Toxics Release Data
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The Environmental Protection Agency has released a new guide
on how to use Toxics Release Inventory data. The guide, "The
Toxics Release Inventory in Action: Media, Government,
Business, Community and Academic Uses of TRI Data,"...


Solid Waste
Municipalities May Not Impose Waste Fees
On Recycling Efforts, Tennessee Official Says
Tennessee counties and municipalities may not impose solid
waste management fees on materials received by their facilities
for recycling, according to the state attorney general....


Toxic Substances
OSHA Announces Two Online Tools 
To Protect Workers From Chemical Hazards
Facing a broken system for modernizing its "dangerously out-of-
date" limits for chemical exposure, the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration launched a pair of online tools to help
employers substitute safer chemicals...


Water Pollution
Court Says Poultry Farm in West Virginia
Does Not Need Permit for Stormwater Runoff
Stormwater runoff from a West Virginia poultry farm is exempt
from National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit
requirements, a federal court ruled (Alt v. EPA, 2013 BL 218814,
N.D. W.Va., No. 2:12-cv-00042, 10/23/13)....


Water Pollution
States, Water Sector Officials at Odds
Over Pilot Plan for Financing Water Projects
State environmental officials and water sector representatives
remain at odds over a provision in water resources legislation to
set up a pilot program to finance infrastructure projects....


Water Resources
Canada-U.S. Treaty Talks on Columbia River
May Address Power, Flood Control, Climate
Canadian and U.S. authorities must decide whether to renegotiate
a treaty governing the management of the Columbia River, with
economic benefits from power production, flood control, climate
change and ecosystem management being primary...


Water Resources
China's Cleaner Air Plan Puts Water
Supplies at Risk, Research Group Says
China's plans to develop coal-to-gas plants as part of efforts to
reduce air pollution may pose a threat to water supplies in arid
regions, according to a research group involved in climate and
energy issues. ...


Water Resources
Tennessee Proposes Changes to Water Fee System
Public comment is being sought on proposed changes to
Tennessee's water resource fees, the state Department of
Environment and Conservation announced Oct. 22. According to
the agency, some fees will be increased to be more
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commensurate...


S PECIAL REPORT


Mining
Boom in Fracking Sand Mining Spurs
Concerns Over Air Quality in Wisconsin
Environmental groups and public health advocates are asking the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources to take a closer look
at the complex air quality issues emerging in dozens of
communities in Wisconsin in response to the rapid growth...


Mining
Minnesota Agencies Begin Rulemaking
Process to Monitor Silica Sand Mining
Minnesota agencies have launched a rulemaking to implement
legislation (H.F. 976) passed in May that calls for the monitoring
of silica sand mining in the state, including sand used in hydraulic
fracturing....
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: EPA extends compliance period for 2013 blend requirement
Date: Monday, June 09, 2014 7:46:49 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: EPA extends compliance period for 2013 blend requirement | 
 
Outlet Full Name: E&E News PM
News Text: U.S. EPA today extended the compliance period for refiners to meet 2013 renewable fuel
requirements, a move that paves the way for the Obama administration to punt a decision on a
controversial 2014 proposal.
 
In a final rule posted online this afternoon, the agency said it would extend the deadline until Sept.
30 for refiners to blend 16.55 billion ethanol-equivalent gallons of renewable fuels into petroleum.
The 2013 compliance year had been scheduled to end on June 30.
 
"In light of the fact that the EPA has not yet issued the 2014 annual standards rule, we believe it is
appropriate to provide a further extension of the 2013 compliance demonstration deadline," EPA
said in the rule.
 
EPA said it believes that refiners should know the 2014 requirements prior to the end of the 2013
compliance year. The 2014 requirements will affect the decisions of refiners to bank renewable fuel
credits for use in the future, the agency said.
 
For months, EPA officials have publicly said the agency would finalize the agency's 2014 renewable
fuel rule, the proposal for which called for the first-ever rollback of the nation's biofuel targets,
before the end of June. The extension of the compliance period, rumors of which began to surface
this week, today takes heat off the agency to issue the rule before the end of the month.
 
The agency did not respond to a request for comment earlier today on the extension and when it
plans to send its final version of the rule to the White House Office of Management and Budget for
review.
 
In an email this afternoon to industry stakeholders obtained by E&ENews PM, Paul Argyropoulos,
senior policy adviser in EPA's Office of Transportation and Air Quality, said that the agency intends to
issue the 2014 volume standards "in the near future."
 
"The 2014 RFS rulemaking has been more time consuming than originally anticipated," the agency
said in today's action, noting that EPA received more than 300,000 public comments.
 
The 2014 rule as proposed in November would require refiners to use 15.21 billion gallons of
ethanol and advanced biofuels (E&ENews PM, Nov. 15, 2013).
 
Advanced biofuels producers objected to the delay. Oil companies have known since 2007, when the
renewable fuel standard was written into law, what their obligations would be in 2013 and 2014,
Biotechnology Industry Organization spokesman Paul Winters said.
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"EPA should issue a final rule for the 2014 RFS that is consistent with established policy and the goals
of the program," Winters said. "Delays in issuing rules and especially in approval of new pathways
significantly chill investment in emerging advanced biofuel companies."
 
 
Return to Top
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
News Headline: BIOFUELS: New 2013 cellulosic standard takes effect July 1 | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: U.S. EPA's revised 2013 standard for advanced biofuels made from crop wastes, grasses
and other plants will go into effect July 1, according to a court document filed yesterday.
 
EPA told the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit that it received no negative
comments on the new standard it issued in April in the form of a direct final rule. The standard
represents a significant reduction in the amount of cellulosic biofuels that refiners have to show they
blended into petroleum in 2013.
 
EPA proposed the new standard after oil and gas groups petitioned the agency, arguing that there
was not enough cellulosic biofuel in the market to meet EPA's original standard of 6 million ethanol-
equivalent gallons.
 
The new standard requires refiners to show that in 2013 they blended or purchased renewable fuel
credits for 810,185 gallons, a number that's based on actual production (E&ENews PM, April 22).
 
The American Petroleum Institute and American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers have filed a
lawsuit over the 2013 renewable fuel standard targets -- which include both ethanol and advanced
biofuel -- but asked that the court delay their challenges until EPA finished its reconsideration of the
2013 cellulosic biofuel standard. The oil and gas trade groups will now have until July 31 to decide
how to proceed with the case, according to the court document.
 
The appeals court last month struck down a separate challenge by a small refinery owned by Delta
Air Lines Inc. (Greenwire, May 6).
 
The end of the 2013 compliance period for the renewable fuel standard is rapidly approaching on
June 30, and the White House has yet to initiate a review of EPA's final standard for 2014. At this
point, it is likely that EPA will extend the 2013 compliance year until later in the summer, according
to a refining industry source.
 








From: Jensen, Lisa@Waterboards
To: Smith, TimR
Subject: NEIWPCC UST training
Date: Monday, September 14, 2015 4:28:48 PM


Hi Tim,
 
I was hoping to go through the NEIWPCC UST training online, I understand it is temporarily
unavailable. Michelle Jenkins (NEIWPCC) suggested contacting you for additional information.
 
Thank you,
Lisa
 


Lisa Jensen
Environmental Scientist
UST Leak Prevention Unit
State Water Resources Control Board
-  1001 I Street, PO Box 2231, Sacramento CA 95812
'   916/319.0742
y   lisa.jensen@waterboards.ca.gov
SWRCB UST Homepage:  www.waterboards.ca.gov/ust
CERS Homepage:  http://cers.calepa.ca.gov/
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NEWS


Air Pollution
Climate Change Will Exacerbate Asthma,
McCarthy Tells Children's Health Researchers
Climate change will exacerbate smog and lengthen the duration
of allergy season, increasing the risk children and the elderly face
from asthma, Gina McCarthy, administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, said Oct. 29. ...


Biotechnology
EU Restrictions on Genetically Modified Foods
Under Attack; Officials Say Trade Deal Not Factor
The European Commission continues to maintain that the
European Union's regulatory framework for genetically modified
foods would not be changed through a Transatlantic Trade and
Investment Partnership (TTIP) deal with the U.S.,...


Brownfields
EPA Expected to Approve Landowner
Liability Standard by Dec. 31, Lawyers Say
A revised standard on evaluating brownfields for potential liability
is likely to be approved by the international standard-setting
organization ASTM Nov. 1, and the Environmental Protection
Agency should issue a final rule approving...


Climate Change
Black Carbon a Potent Climate Pollutant,
But Further Study Needed, EPA Official Says
Black carbon is a potent, short-lived climate change pollutant, but
there are still many uncertainties that require further study, an
Environmental Protection Agency official told a subcommittee that
advises the agency....
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Climate Change
Boxer Says She May Not Seek Floor Vote
For Climate Change Bill, Cites Prospects
The chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works
Committee said Oct. 29 she may not seek a floor vote for climate
change legislation pending in her committee, citing doubts about
the bill's prospects. ...


Climate Change
Companies Call on President to Implement
Climate Plan in Light of Hurricane Sandy
One year after Hurricane Sandy, 20 major U.S. companies have
called on President Barack Obama to follow through on climate
change preparedness efforts outlined in a plan announced in
June....


Climate Change
Former Obama Energy Official Says Carbon
Capture Technology Not Ready to Deploy
A former Obama administration energy official testified Oct. 29
that carbon capture and sequestration technology isn’t ready for
deployment on a commercial scale, while House Republicans
pushed back against proposed Environmental...


Climate Change
Lawmakers Vow to Fight Power Plant Rules
That May Affect Coal Industry, Economies
More than two dozen lawmakers from coal-producing regions
vowed to continue their fight against greenhouse gas regulations
from the Environmental Protection Agency that they argued would
cripple local economies and cost hundreds of thousands...


Climate Change
Revised Treasury Guidance Curtails
Support for Overseas Coal Plant Funding
The U.S. government will no longer support public financing of
new coal-fired power plants in developing countries, unless no
other economically feasible alternative exists and the project
makes use of the best available technology for...


Drinking Water
Small Number of Systems Expected to Bear
$120 Million Annual Cost of Perchlorate Rule
National compliance costs for a perchlorate standard in drinking
water would be about $120 million a year and would fall on a
relatively small number of water supply systems, according to a
new cost analysis by the American Water Works Association....


Energy
Administration Officials Attack Upton Bill
To Expedite Cross-Border Energy Projects
Obama administration officials expressed concerns Oct. 29 about
a House bill that would expedite construction of North American
oil and natural gas pipelines and electric transmission lines by
requiring cross-border permit approvals...


Energy
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EPA Associate Administrator for Policy
Moving to DOE's New Office of Policy
The Environmental Protection Agency has confirmed that
Associate Administrator for Policy Michael Goo will move to the
Energy Department after almost two years in his current
position....


Energy
EPA Expects to Propose 2014 Renewable
Fuel Standard Soon, Official Tells Panel
The Environmental Protection Agency anticipates proposing its
renewable fuel standard mandates for 2014 shortly, the head of
the agency’s transportation office told an EPA advisory committee
Oct. 29. ...


Energy
Senators Introduce Critical Minerals Bill
Fifteen senators introduced bipartisan legislation Oct. 29 that
aims to ensure access to critical minerals the U.S. needs for
energy and other industries. Sens. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska),
Ron Wyden (D-Ore.), Mark Udall (D-Colo.), Dean...


General Policy
Alberta May Set Up Agency to Monitor
Environmental Impacts, Development
Alberta's Legislature is considering a bill that would create an
agency responsible for operating a science-based monitoring
system to help the province understand environmental impacts
and ensure responsible development....


Nanotechnology
Registry Shows Increase in Nanotech Products
The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars announced
Oct. 29 that the Nanotechnology Consumer Products Inventory
was updated to include 1,628 consumer products that have been
brought to market since 2005, a 24 percent increase...


Natural Resources
Republicans Consider Legislative Remedies
For Abuse of Federal Land, Water Authority
Republicans on the House Natural Resources Committee solicited
ideas Oct. 29 on ways to reduce the potential for abuse of power
by federal land managers....


Pesticides
EPA Cancels Remaining Tralkoxydim Registrations
The Environmental Protection Agency has canceled the
registration of two herbicides marketed by Syngenta Crop
Protection LLC under the Achieve® brand name, the last
remaining registered products in the U.S. containing the active...


Solid Waste
Judge Orders EPA to Propose Schedule
Within 60 Days for Completing Coal Ash Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency must propose a schedule
within 60 days for completing its long-delayed rulemaking on the
management of coal ash, a federal court ruled (Appalachian
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Voices v. McCarthy, D.D.C., No. 12-00523, 10/29/13)....


Toxic Substances
EU Chemicals Agency Seeks Comments on
Proposal to Classify Methanol as Reprotoxic
The European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) Oct. 29 called for
comments to be submitted by Dec. 13 on a proposed revision in
the European Union of the classification and labeling of
methanol....


Water Pollution
EPA to Issue Final Water Discharge Permit
For Commercial Fishing Vessels, Smaller Ships
The Environmental Protection Agency plans to finalize in early
2014 a Clean Water Act discharge permit regulating commercial
fishing vessels regardless of size and commercial vessels shorter
than 79 feet, an agency official said Oct. 29....


Water Pollution
House Panel Approves Bills to Prohibit
NPDES Permits for Spraying, Stormwater
The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee on Oct.
29 approved over Democrats' objections two pieces of legislation
that would restrict the Environmental Protection Agency from
requiring Clean Water Act discharge permits...


Water Pollution
New Date Set for Releasing Draft Bay Delta Plan
A public draft of the Bay Delta Conservation Plan will be released
Dec. 13 for 120 days of formal review after being delayed by the
federal government shutdown. The Bay Delta Conservation Plan
website posted an Oct. 28 notice saying "the...


Water Pollution
No Immediate Chemical Threats
Seen to San Francisco Bay, Report Says
No contaminant of emerging concern (CEC) currently threatens to
impair San Francisco Bay’s water quality, and a chemical once
classified as such has seen its presence reduced to safer levels,
according to a report by a California group...
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: Groups do last-minute jockeying on RFS rule -- as Election Day nears |
Date: Monday, September 15, 2014 7:37:42 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: Groups do last-minute jockeying on RFS rule -- as Election Day nears | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Environment & Energy Daily
News Text: Interest groups have launched a final push to influence the outcome of a controversial
U.S. EPA proposal to lower the nation's renewable fuel mandates.
 
The rule would for the first time scale back the amount of both corn-based ethanol and advanced
biofuels that refiners must blend into petroleum gasoline and diesel. A final version is sitting at the
White House Office of Management and Budget (Greenwire, Aug. 22).
 
The American Petroleum Institute, one of the most vocal critics of the renewable fuel standard,
yesterday announced a new campaign that accuses the Obama administration of playing politics
with the proposed rule. The group charges that the administration is using the rule to prop up Rep.
Bruce Braley (D-Iowa) in his run for a Senate seat that's key to helping Democrats retain control of
the upper chamber.
 
API is asking that EPA maintain its proposed targets, which represent a 16 percent reduction in
overall renewable fuels compared with the level Congress wrote into the renewable fuel standard
for 2014. EPA has proposed to lower the requirements largely on the argument of the existence of a
blend wall, or a 10 percent technical limit preventing more ethanol from being used in existing fuel
infrastructure.
 
A coalition of biofuels supporters, on the other hand, is running a full-page advertisement in this
weekend's USA Today warning that the rule as written would stymie the nascent cellulosic ethanol
industry. The ad comes after advanced biofuels producers and Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) separately
wrote letters this week expressing concerns about both the proposal's target for advanced biofuels
and the methodology used to calculate it.
 
EPA officials, including Administrator Gina McCarthy at an investors conference in New York City last
week, have said that the final rule at OMB will mandate higher levels of renewable fuels given the
increased gasoline demand since the rule was first proposed last November. But it's still unclear just
how different the final rule will be from the proposal, and interest groups plan on meeting with OMB
officials in the coming weeks to try to sway opinion at the last minute.
 
Bob Greco, API's director of downstream activities, said yesterday on a conference call with
reporters that his group's bottom-line message to the administration is that "the ethanol blend wall
is real, and the administration can't use gimmicks to avert it."
 
API says it's concerned that EPA appears to be relying on "specious reasoning" that flex-fuel vehicles
-- which run on up to 85 percent ethanol -- are a potential solution to blend wall issues. Biofuels
supporters have argued that more E85 use would expand the overall amount of ethanol that can be
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used in gasoline and diesel, but Greco said that E85 still represents much less than 1 percent of
overall gasoline demand.
 
Reliance on E85 to get around the blend wall issue was among the "regulatory tricks" EPA may use to
increase its targets in the final rule, Greco said. The overall goal, he added, appeared to be boosting
the chances for Braley in Iowa.
 
Braley is in a tough race against Republican Joni Ernst for the seat of departing Sen. Tom Harkin (D).
He has consistently and publicly pushed President Obama and EPA to raise the amount of renewable
fuels in the controversial proposal. He has cast the battle over the standard as a choice between
foreign oil and homegrown Iowan energy.
 
Braley's opponent, on the other hand, has been more measured about her support for the RFS. Ernst
says she supports the standard but on principle opposes mandates that pick winners and losers.
 
It's not "unreasonable" that the administration could release a final rule shortly before the
November elections that includes higher targets, a move that would allow Braley to claim credit for
the increases, Greco said.
 
"We're concerned about politics intruding on this," Greco added. "This has gotten later and later.
Frankly, EPA could have finalized this earlier in the year and been completely outside of the election
cycle. But now it's being dragged into the election cycle, it's being dragged into election-year politics.
That's not the way to make this policy."
 
API is running television and radio ads beginning this week inside the Beltway that urge members of
the public to tell Obama to "stop playing politics. Fix the RFS." Greco did not give the cost of the
campaign but said that it was significant. He also said that API was in the midst of scheduling
meetings with the Office of Management and Budget on the rule.
 
By law, EPA was supposed to finalize the proposal by Nov. 30 of last year. Biofuels supporters
yesterday also said they suspected that politics were behind the lengthy delays in the issuance of the
final rule.
 
"We're shocked -- shocked -- that there's gambling going on in this issue," Jon Doggett, vice
president of public policy at the National Corn Growers Association, said sarcastically yesterday on a
conference call with reporters.
 
Biofuels supporters yesterday said they're also concerned about McCarthy's comments last week
about the RFS and higher gasoline demand. The comments indicate that although EPA has increased
the targets in the final rule that's sitting at OMB, it's still giving credence to the idea of a limit to the
amount of renewable fuel that can be used in gasoline and diesel, said Brent Erickson, vice president
of the environmental and industrial section at the Biotechnology Industry Organization.
 
Congress, Erickson said, intended for the renewable fuel standard to push biofuels past that limit
through changes to fueling infrastructure and advances in technology.







 
"We found those comments to be disappointing," Erickson said. "They are signaling that they are
sticking with the flawed methodology."








From: SUSAN BAILEY
Cc: Jaclyn Harrison
Subject: Newest Issue of LUSTLine Is Available Now!
Date: Thursday, November 13, 2014 8:42:13 AM


Hello LUSTLine Subscribers,
 
The newest issue of LUSTLine is now available online at http://www.neiwpcc.org/lustline/.  This issue
features a cover article by Gary Lynn on It’s Time to Decommission the Silos: Reimagining a Remedial
Program for New Hampshire.  This issue also contains articles on MtBE Remediation Bureau Cleanup:
Snap, Crackle, Pop, Ignition…Richmond, NH and Transmissivity – Part 1: The Science Behind It. 
 
 
We apologize if you have already received this email.  We have recently converted to the Cloud and
have been having some issues with emails.
 
Susan Bailey
Administrative Assistant
NEIWPCC 
Wannalancit Mills
650 Suffolk Street, Suite 410
Lowell, MA  01854
Phone:  978-349-2501
Fax:       978-323-7919
sbailey@neiwpcc.org
www.neiwpcc.org
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: Progressive group launches pro-RFS website
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 8:06:57 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: Progressive group launches pro-RFS website | 
 
Outlet Full Name: E&E News PM
News Text: Progressive group Americans United for Change today launched a campaign meant to
discredit claims by the fast-food industry that ethanol demand is driving up costs and hurting small
franchise owners.
 
The group debuted a website, www.bigoilbiggrease.com, to paint the fast-food industry as being in
league with the oil industry in its bid to overturn the renewable fuel standard. Oil prices are the main
culprit behind rising fast-food industry costs, the website says.
 
"A big part of Big Oil's cutthroat business strategy has included disingenuously pinning the blame for
higher food prices on ethanol," said Jeremy Funk, communications director at Americans United for
Change, in a statement. "And now Big Grease has got Big Oil's back, launching the same false attacks.
Why? Because the fast food industry is lovin' the high prices; after all, high prices mean super-sized
profits and CEO bonuses."
 
The federal renewable fuel standard passed in 2007 required U.S. EPA to set yearly requirements for
refiners to blend conventional ethanol and advanced biofuels into petroleum-based fuel.
 
On the heels of an EPA proposal to roll back the mandates this year, Americans United for Change
teamed up with progressive veterans group VoteVets.org to push the agency and Congress to
maintain the standard.
 
The National Council of Chain Restaurants, the trade association for fast-food eateries, has called for
a complete repeal of the RFS, arguing that increased demand for ethanol driven by the yearly
mandates has squeezed profits for franchise owners by raising corn prices.
 
Last June, the organization launched a campaign called "Feed Food Fairness" to push for repeal of
the RFS.
 
"The federal RFS mandate has set off a multibillion-dollar chain reaction that has caused a series of
unfair and unintended consequences," NCCR says on the Feed Food Fairness website.
 
The council is also a part of Smarter Fuel Future, a coalition of anti-ethanol interests that extends
beyond oil and food groups to livestock, environmental and anti-poverty organizations.
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NEWS


Agriculture
Conferees Agree Now Is Time
To Complete Multiyear Farm Bill
The opening remarks at the initial session of the conference
committee meeting on the farm bill all struck the same chord: It's
time to finish up negotiations on the multiyear farm bill....


Air Pollution
China Plans to Monitor Health Impacts of
Air Pollution, Releases Key Emissions Data
China's ministries of Health and Environmental Protection plan to
establish a monitoring network over the next three years to five
years to study long-term impacts of air pollution on human health
as part of an air pollution action plan....


Climate Change
Chamber of Commerce Asks EPA to Hold
More Power Plant Forums in Coal States
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce and 12 state affiliates asked the
Environmental Protection Agency to hold additional listening
sessions on its carbon dioxide standards for power plants in
states that most heavily rely on coal....


Climate Change
Climate Change Could Threaten One-Third
Of Global Economic Output, Report Says
Nearly one-third of global economic output will be based in
countries facing "high" to "extreme" risks from the impacts of
climate change by 2025, according to a report released Oct. 30....


Climate Change
Supreme Court's Greenhouse Gas Decision
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Largely a Victory for EPA, Panelists Say
The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the Environmental Protection
Agency's fundamental Clean Air Act authority to regulate
greenhouse gases when it agreed to hear only a narrow challenge
to the agency's various greenhouse gas regulations,...


Drilling
Fracking Industry Could Bear Heavy
Economic Burden Under OSHA Silica Rule
The Occupational Safety and Health Administration's proposed
silica rule could affect companies that provide hydraulic fracturing
services more than any other industry, according to a Bloomberg
Government analysis....


Drinking Water
EPA Reschedules Advisory Meeting on Lead, Copper
The Environmental Protection Agency announced Oct. 28 it has
rescheduled its National Drinking Water Advisory Council meeting
to discuss the upcoming lead and copper rule. The meeting is now
scheduled for Dec. 11 and Dec. 12. EPA also said...


Drinking Water
EPA Says Utilities, Plumbing Manufacturers
Must Meet Lead-Free Law by Jan. 4, 2014
Drinking water utilities and plumbing manufacturers and retailers
must meet a new definition of lead-free by Jan. 4, 2014,
according to an Environmental Protection Agency summary of the
Reduction of Lead in Drinking Water Act....


Energy
Court to Expedite Review of Challenge
To 2013 Renewable Fuel Standard
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit will
hear under expedited proceedings a refiner's challenge of the
Environmental Protection Agency's 2013 requirements setting
minimum levels of ethanol and other...


Energy
Elkind Nominated for International Post,
Hezir for Chief Financial Officer at DOE
President Barack Obama has nominated Jonathan Elkind to be
assistant secretary for international affairs at the Department of
Energy and Joseph Hezir to be DOE chief financial officer....


Energy
Mexico Considering Possible Laws,
Regulations to Encourage Geothermal Sector
Mexican officials are considering legislative and regulatory
alternatives to encourage development of the geothermal sector
amid rising investor interest, according to Energy Secretariat
(Sener) officials....


Energy
Report: Gas Venting, Flaring Rose 26 Percent
In Alberta in 2012 as Oil Wells Proliferated
The volume of gas vented or flared by the petroleum industry in
Alberta was 26 percent higher in 2012 than the previous year,
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according to a report from the province's Energy Regulator....


Energy
Scoping to Begin for EIS on Carbon Dioxide Pipeline
The public scoping process for an environmental impact
statement (EIS) on the proposed Lobos carbon dioxide pipeline is
scheduled to begin Oct. 31 with publication by the Bureau of Land
Management of a notice in the Federal Register. The public...


Energy
Senators Concerned About Potential
Expanded Review of Coal Export Terminals
A broad environmental review of proposed coal export terminals
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers that weighs the climate
impact of overseas combustion of exported coal "would set a
dangerous precedent," six senators wrote in a letter...


Hazardous Waste
Lawsuit Against Cleanup Contractor
Properly Dismissed, Second Circuit Holds
A property owner's suit against a cleanup contractor for failing to
detect environmental contamination at a site in Rochester, N.Y.,
was properly dismissed because there was no privity of contract
between them for the initial site assessment,...


Hazmat Transport
PHMSA Establishes ‘Grandfather' Clause
For Batteries Tested Under Past Standards
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration Oct.
31 is scheduled to publish afinal rule making various changes to
federal regulations on the transportation of hazardous materials,
including the addition of a "grandfather"...


Litigation
Business Group Identifies Litigation Trends
In Asbestos Exposure, Other Mass Tort Areas
Asbestos litigation continues to cost businesses billions of dollars
each year as the plaintiffs' bar adapts its strategies in response to
economic incentives and legal developments, the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce Institute for Legal...


Mining
Alabama Commission Denies Petition
To Prohibit Mining Near Black Warrior River
The Alabama Surface Mining Commission has rejected a petition
by an environmental group to prohibit mining on roughly 40,000
acres of land near Mulberry Fork of the Black Warrior River,
ending a nearly 14-month deliberation process....


Mining
Sixth Circuit Won't Block Michigan Mine;
District Court to Decide Permitting Issue
A federal appeals court declined to issue a preliminary injunction
Oct. 30 that would bar construction and operations at a nickel
and copper mine in Champion, Mich., in a case alleging the mine
didn't have the proper permits (Huron Mountain...
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Natural Resources
Obama Nominates Interior Official Suh
For Post Overseeing Fish, Wildlife, Parks
President Barack Obama has nominated Interior Department
official Rhea Suh to be assistant secretary for fish and wildlife and
parks, the White House announced Oct. 30....


Pesticides
Groups Seek Regulation of Commercial Bees
Three wildlife groups sent a letter to Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack urging the Agriculture Department to regulate the
movement of commercial bumble bees to help control the spread
of parasites and pathogens. In the Oct. 29 letter, the...


Pesticides
Research Finding That Chlorpyrifos Affects
Learning Said to Justify Tighter Regulation
The number of studies showing chlorpyrifos and other
organophosphates harm children's ability to learn should spur the
Environmental Protection Agency to tighten regulations for
chlorpyrifos, the director of the National Institute...


Pesticides
Study Links Early-Life Atrazine Exposure
To Increased Pathogen Mortality in Frogs
A study led by researchers at the University of South Florida
found that early-life exposure to the widely used herbicide
atrazine increased mortality rates in frogs that were exposed at a
later time to a pathogen....


Radioactive Waste
Meeting Set Nov. 4 in North Carolina on Waste Rule
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission told Bloomberg BNA Oct. 29
it has rescheduled a meeting in Charlotte, N.C., to discuss the
agency's proposed radioactive waste confidence rule and
accompanying draft environmental impact statement....


Security
Barrasso Urges EPA Not to Add Ammonium
Nitrate to Risk Management Program
Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) has asked the Environmental
Protection Agency not to recommend ammonium nitrate's
inclusion in a program designed to reduce the risks of airborne
chemical releases. ...


Storage Tanks
$25 Million Award to Oil Company Reversed;
Insurance Companies Entitled to New Trial
A dissolved corporation responsible for environmental
contamination may not recover damages from its insurers for the
personal aggravation, annoyance and inconvenience of its former
shareholders, who were not party to the suit, the West...


Toxic Substances
EPA Extends Deadline to Comment
On Preliminary Approval of PCB Petition
The Environmental Protection Agency has extended a deadline to
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Nov. 19 for public comment on the agency's preliminary approval
of a utility industry petition to dispose of certain polychlorinated
biphenyl remediation wastes in landfill...


Water Pollution
EPA Says States Can Tailor Ammonia Level
Criteria to Reflect Freshwater Aquatic Life
Environmental Protection Agency officials said states have the
flexibility to tailor the nationally recommended water quality
criteria for ammonia to reflect the aquatic life found in their
ponds, lakes and streams, among other sources...


Water Resources
Delta-Bay Project Provides Best Option 
To Address Water Challenges, Official Says
The $25 billion Bay Delta Conservation Plan provides the best
way to move Northern California's abundant water supply to
population-heavy Southern California and to the San Joaquin
Valley agricultural heartland, a senior official...


BNA INSIGHTS


Why Do Environmental Lawyers Get Sued for Malpractice? 
What Can They Do to Avoid a Malpractice Claim?
Environmental lawyers, like all others, are regularly sued for
malpractice, no matter how conscientious and careful they have
been. Like all lawyers, they have tools to protect against being
sued and to support a defense if sued. We look at...
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PRESIDENT'S CALENDAR


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


OCTOBER 30 FEDERAL REGISTER


OCTOBER 31 FEDERAL REGISTER
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News Headline: News Headline: Bringing Advanced Biofuels to Minneapolis | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Biomass Magazine - Online
News Text: This week, BBI International and Biomass Magazine brought the National Advanced
Biofuels Conference & Expo to Minneapolis, a smaller event that I very much look forward to every
year (we were in Omaha, Nebraska, in 2013).
 
Familiar faces there were indeed, as well as faces of people whom I've only spoken with on the
phone or emailed (always great to final meet in person), and plenty whom I had never met.
 
One thing was certainly clear at this show, and it was articulated perfectly by one speaker—the
meeting was distilled down to the serious players in the industry. As Algae Biomass Organization
Executive Director Matt Carr put it when discussing the algal fuel sector, in general, the industry has
moved beyond its youthful, exuberant phase that drew in many to strike it right. Mostly, it's the
long-haulers who remain.
 
Even after an intense discussion about the challenges the advanced biofuel sector has experienced
over the last couple of years and what might lie ahead, there was still a keen sense of excitement,
and seemingly very little discouragement, if any. The industry is ready to collaborate and partner up,
strategize, solve problems and expand.
 
Here are a couple more quick takeaways:
 
*Progress has been made. Last year, the main general session panel focused on cellulosic ethanol
and its near-commercialization. Since then, two of the participating companies have brought their
facilities on line—Poet-DSM and Abengoa, and there are more coming. A busload of NABCE
attendees was actually able to head down to Project Liberty in Emmetsburg, Iowa, to tour the
facility. Groundbreakings , construction updates and other plant completions were also provided by
producers during several panels (Cool Planet and quasar energy, for example).
 
*Biogas producers are finding huge opportunity in the advanced biofuel market.
 
*Experienced equipment manufacturers have what the industry needs, and are ready to help. Not
only do companies like New Holland want to show the industry the tweaks and innovations they've
made to their machines (balers, knotters, etc.), but their ears and eyes are open to feedback that will
help them to produce equipment that will best serve biomass operations.
 
*Industry interest amongst younger generations is becoming more prevalent. A common theme in
the energy and fuel industry is that older generations are retiring, and there aren't enough
qualified/interested younger people to take their place. The advanced biofuel industry is a little
different in that it is “new,” but technically, it is bolt-on of the existing renewable fuel industry. This
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may have been the highest ratio of young people I've seen at a conference (I suppose “young” is
objective…). Although I am sure there are many reasons for this, there is a big push at colleges and
universities to implement relevant programs that will engage and train students, and it looks as
though it's working.
 
*The entire industry needs to let Congress and EPA know that continuation and proper
implementation of the RFS is absolutely critical. As Mike McAdams put it, it's one thing for industry
heads or lobbyists to bark up any given politician's tree, but hearing it straight from the horse's
mouth—well, lots and lots of horses' mouths—has a much more profound effect.
 
If you attended the show, I am confident that you walked away with some valuable knowledge and
connections. Watch for a recap/photo spread in the November issue of Biomass Magazine.
 
 
Return to Top | 
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566-2370.


Notice to Subscribers:


Bloomberg BNA is sponsoring this year’s SXSW Eco conference in
Austin, Texas! And we’re bringing a slice of the conference right
to you. Join us online on Tuesday, Oct. 8, when we’ll provide
live coverage of our Policy Action Series, four discussions
throughout the day on the challenges of climate change,
adaptation, clean energy, and managing our water resources.


NEWS


Air Pollution
D.C. Circuit Denies EPA's Request to Stay
Oral Argument on Cement Kiln Standards
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
denied the Environmental Protection Agency's request to
postpone oral argument in lawsuits challenging particulate matter
emissions standards for cement kilns (Natural...


Air Pollution
Four Corners Plant BART Deadline Extended
The deadline for Arizona Public Service Co. to submit a best
available retrofit technology (BART) compliance strategy for
nitrogen oxides at the Four Corners Power Plant in New Mexico
has been extended to Dec. 31 (78 Fed. Reg. 60,700). In a final...


Air Pollution
Optimism Expressed on China Reaching
Air Pollution Reduction Goals by 2020
University professors and other experts on Chinese environmental
problems said they are optimistic the country will be able to
achieve significant reductions in air pollutants by 2020 because
the central government seems committed to meeting...
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Aviation
Aviation Envoys Restrict EU Market
Terms in Global Carbon Pledge
The International Civil Aviation Organization declined to endorse
the European Union's position that it may include international
airlines in its carbon-trading system....


Budget
House Member Urges Halt to Extraction
Activities on Public Lands During Shutdown
An Arizona Democrat called on two federal agencies to halt
extraction activities, such as mining and oil and gas drilling, on
federal land until the government shutdown is ended....


Climate Change
EU Trends Report on Fluorinated Gases
Documents Lower Supply as Use Declines
Companies operating in the European Union produced and
exported similar volumes of fluorinated gases in 2012 compared
with 2011, but companies imported between 8 and 10 percent
less, depending on how imports are calculated, the European...


Climate Change
Former Ambassador Says Cooperation
On Transportation Could Aid Trade Pact
Cooperation on fuel and emissions in the transportation sector
could be the "cornerstone" of a free trade agreement between the
U.S. and the European Union, a former U.S. ambassador to the
EU said Oct. 3....


Climate Change
Industry Groups Seek Rehearing
On California Low-Carbon Fuel Standard
Farming, ethanol, and petroleum and industry groups filed two
separate petitions asking the full U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit to rehear challenges to California's low-carbon fuel
standard (Rocky Mountain Farmers Union...


Climate Change
Panelists Say Climate Finance Should Use
Insurance Industry to Minimize Risk
Financing mechanisms related to climate-change activities should
tap into the underutilized capacity of the insurance industry to
minimize the risk of investments, panelists at a carbon forum said
Oct. 2....


Drilling
Shale Gas Seen as Important Source
Of Asian Energy but Challenges Remain
Shale gas use in China could change its emissions profile
drastically, participants at the Power-Gen Asia 2013 conference in
Bangkok heard Oct. 2....


Energy
Federal Shutdown Could Delay Renewable
Fuel Standard for 2014, Increase Uncertainty
The Environmental Protection Agency indicated it would address
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the ethanol blend wall in its 2014 renewable fuel standards, but
the government shutdown could delay that rule and increase
uncertainty, ethanol producers and the petroleum...


Energy
Lawmakers Involved in Renewable Fuel
Standard Revision Cast Doubt on Effort
House Republicans charged with drafting revisions to the
renewable fuel standard (RFS) said discussions on changes to the
requirements have been more contentious than anticipated,
casting doubt on the effort's success. ...


Energy
Mid-Atlantic Grid Operator Approves
$1.2 Billion in Transmission Improvements
The regional grid operator serving a 13-state area in the mid-
Atlantic and parts of the Midwest announced plans Oct. 3 for $1.2
billion in upgrades and improvements to the high-voltage electric
transmission system from New Jersey to Illinois....


Fuel Efficiency
Auto Fuel Economy Rises by 4.3 MPG
Since 2008, Exceeds Mandates, Report Says
Average vehicle fuel economy has increased by 4.3 miles per
gallon since 2008, and carmakers have exceeded federal
mandates for model years 2012 and 2013, according to a report
released Oct. 3....


International Issues
European Commission Promises Proposal
By End of 2013 on Access to Courts
The European Commission plans to publish by the end of the year
an updated proposal to bring European Union law on access to
the courts over environmental issues into line with the 1998
Aarhus Convention on Access to Information, Public
Participation...


Natural Resources
Committee Sets Meeting on Nominations
For Posts in Interior, Energy Departments
The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee will hold a
business meeting Oct. 8 on the nominations of Michael Connor to
be deputy secretary of the Interior Department and Beth
Robinson to be under secretary for management and
performance...


Natural Resources
Sierra Club Criticizes NAFTA Challenge
To Law Revoking Gas Mining Permit
A C$250 million claim by Lone Pine Resources Inc. that the
Canadian government allegedly violated North American Free
Trade Agreement investor protection rules with the passage of a
Quebec law revoking its Canadian subsidiary's oil...


Oceans
Reviews of Ocean Science See Hazards;
International Group Calls for Urgent Action
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The oceans are in worse condition than many people suspect,
according to a British advocacy organization that released a series
of research overviews Oct. 3....


Solid Waste
California Supreme Court Upholds Ban
By Marin County on Single-Use Plastic Bags
The California Supreme Court on Oct. 2 declined to review an
appellate decision upholding Marin County's ban on single-use
plastic bags (Save the Plastic Bag Coalition v. County of Marin,
Cal., No. S323844, 10/2/13)....


Water Pollution
Court Grants Stay in Animal Feedlot FOIA Case
The U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Minnesota on
Oct. 2 granted a stay to the Justice Department in a July 5
lawsuit filed by the American Farm Bureau Federation and the
National Pork Producers Council (American Farm Bureau Fed'n...


Water Pollution
Report Focuses on Practices to Reduce Fish Kills
Closed-loop cooling systems were cited in a new report as a best
practice that power plants can use to protect marine life when
withdrawing water through cooling water intake systems. The
report, "Treading Water: How States Can Minimize...


Water Resources
Shutdown Said to Delay House
Consideration of Water Projects Bill
The first bill to increase dredging of U.S. ports and waterways
since 2007 will be delayed at least as long as the federal
government remains shut down, two Republican leadership aides
said....
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From: Beasley, Julie
To: OSWER OUST Everyone
Subject: BIOFUELS: Stabenow decries "uncertainty" over RFS determination
Date: Thursday, July 31, 2014 11:12:29 AM


News Headline: BIOFUELS: Stabenow decries 'uncertainty' over RFS determination | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Greenwire
News Text: The momentum built on the renewable fuel standard is waning as producers sit in limbo
before U.S. EPA's final determination on the program, Senate Agriculture Chairwoman Debbie
Stabenow said this morning.
 
"I know you share my concern about EPA's proposal to reduce the renewable fuel standard," said the
Michigan Democrat to an audience at the Energy Department's annual conference on biomass. "The
uncertainty over the RFS has had a chilling effect already."
 
EPA last fall proposed a nearly 10 percent cut in ethanol volume production and a 16 percent cut in
advanced biofuels from statutory targets -- the first time the agency has backed down from
increasing the annual goals for production.
 
"I can assure you I am in meetings many, many, many days in a month on this issue," Stabenow said.
 
White House adviser John Podesta told senators last week that the administration plans to increase
volumes in the final rule. The announcement of the final rule is "imminent," said Podesta, but a
release date remains unknown (E&E Daily, July 25).
 
Stabenow at this morning's conference drew on her state's automotive roots to promote
manufacturing from plant-based materials.
 
She spoke of Henry Ford's 1986 quadricycle, which ran on ethanol. Ford designed the iconic Model T
to run on the biofuel too, only to run into problems as Prohibition put an end to legal ethanol
production. Post-prohibition, Ford developed another vehicle, with plastics made of soybeans, a
body made from hemp and ethanol fuel. It was called the "car that grew from the soil," she said.
 
Stabenow also praised renewed funding for energy programs in the 2014 farm bill, including the
Biomass Crop Assistance Program and the Biopreferred program, the latter of which will include
wood-based products for the first time in its list of preferential materials for federal contracting.
 
Following the rule's departure from the Office of Management and Budget earlier this month, the
Agriculture Department will soon finalize the changes in the Biopreferred program
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NEWS


Air Pollution
EPA Develops Guidance on Interpretation
Of Air Data From Handheld Sensor Monitors
The Environmental Protection Agency is developing informal
guidance for citizens that will explain how to interpret air quality
data from handheld sensor monitoring technologies, a senior
agency official said....


Climate Change
Quebec Legislature Wants Province to Study 
Climate Change Implications of Energy East
Quebec's legislature has directed the provincial government to
conduct its own environmental assessment of TransCanada's
proposed Energy East pipeline project, asking it to specifically
investigate the climate change implications...


Climate Regulation
EPA Will Continue Work on Carbon Rules,
Says Efforts Shouldn't Be ‘Political Football'
The Environmental Protection Agency will continue work on its
carbon pollution standards for power plants despite pledges from
congressional Republicans to stop them, spokeswoman Liz
Purchia told Bloomberg BNA Nov. 10....


Congress
Seniority Not Determining Factor, Pelosi Says
In Endorsing Eshoo for Energy Panel Post
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) again has endorsed
fellow California Democrat Rep. Anna Eshoo over Rep. Frank
Pallone (D-N.J.) in the race for the top Democratic spot on the
House Energy and Commerce Committee. ...
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Emissions Trading
EU Carbon-Fix Vote Method Is Open Question
After Rule Change, Adding to Complications
European Union governments will have two options for calculating
what voting majority is needed to reach a deal on a proposed
carbon market fix, according to an EU rule that took effect this
month....


Endangered Species
Developers Argue They Should Have Right
To Contest Settlements on Species Reviews
Housing developers have told an appeals court that their interests
are sufficiently harmed by a pair of Endangered Species Act legal
settlements that their lawsuit against those settlements should be
allowed to proceed (Nat'l Ass'n...


Energy
Senate Energy Chairman Landrieu Sets Vote
On Bill to Expedite Decisions on LNG Exports
Sen. Mary Landrieu (D-La.), who is fighting for her political life in
a December runoff, has scheduled a Nov. 13 vote in the Senate
Energy and Natural Resources Committee on a bill that would
expedite agency decisions on natural gas exports....


Enforcement
Chevron Fined Over Noncompliant Gasoline
Chevron Corp. has paid $329,700 in penalties for supplying 4.4
million gallons of over-oxygenated fuel to California retail gasoline
stations, state air quality officials said Nov. 10. The penalties
stem from the company's self-reported...


EPA
Staff of Inspector General's Office Faulted
For Improperly Overseeing Credit Card Use
The Environmental Protection Agency's Office of Inspector
General, which faulted agency officials in March for failing to
properly oversee the use of government credit cards, has now
been criticized for the same practice....


Hydraulic Fracturing
Judge Denies Stay of Order Invalidating
Fort Collins Five-Year Fracking Moratorium
A judge has denied a request by Fort Collins, Colo., to stay his
ruling striking down the city's moratorium on hydraulic fracturing
(Colorado Oil and Gas Ass'n v. Fort Collins, Colo. Dist. Ct., No.
2013-cv-31385, 11/6/14)....


Mining
EPA: Court Should Dismiss Pebble Consultation Suit
A federal court should dismiss the Pebble Limited Partnership's
lawsuit against the Environmental Protection Agency related to a
potential open-pit gold and copper mine in southwest Alaska, the
agency said in a Nov. 7 court filing (Pebble...


Oil Spills
BP Loses Bid in Federal Court to Remove
Administrator Overseeing Gulf Spill Payouts
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BP Plc lost a bid to remove Patrick Juneau, the claims
administrator overseeing payouts for the 2010 Gulf of Mexico
spill, according to a New Orleans federal court ruling Nov. 10 (In
re Oil Spill by the Oil Rig "Deepwater Horizon" in the...


REACH
Compliance With REACH Restrictions to Be
Checked in 2016, EU Chemicals Agency Says
Enforcement authorities in European Economic Area countries will
carry out a joint inspection project in 2016 aimed at checking
compliance with restrictions on the use of chemicals listed in the
European Union's REACH regulation, the...


Renewable Energy
BrightSource, Shanghai Electric to Build Solar Projects
BrightSource Energy Inc. and Shanghai Electric Group Co. plan to
build two 135-megawatt solar thermal power plants in China, the
first proposal under a joint venture to develop utility-scale
projects. Located in western China's Qinghai...


Renewable Energy
Texas Power Line Owner Plans Battery Fix
For Fluctuating Output From Wind, Solar
Oncor Electric Delivery, owner of the largest power-line network
in Texas, wants to spend more than $2 billion on batteries to
solve the problem of fluctuating output from wind and solar....


Solid Waste
EPA Urges Dismissal of Industry Challenge
To Carbon Dioxide Sequestration Waste Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency fairly used its discretion
when it crafted a narrow exemption permitting carbon dioxide
captured and then injected underground for geologic
sequestration could be regulated under less strict Resource...


Solid Waste
Pellet Product Can Be Regulated as Fuel
Rather Than as Solid Waste, EPA Says
A pellet product derived from pre-consumer paper and
manufacturing company waste products may be regulated as a
fuel rather than as a solid waste and therefore subject to less
strict Clean Air Act requirements when it is burned in certain
kilns,...


Superfund
Pennsylvania Sites Removed From List Show
Little Contamination, Some Security Lapses
No significant residual contamination was found at 11
Pennsylvania Superfund sites taken off the National Priorities List,
but security fences were damaged at some of the sites, according
to a report released Nov. 10 by the Environmental...


Superfund
Supreme Court Declines to Consider
Superfund Bar on Pre-enforcement Review
The Supreme Court Nov. 10 declined to consider a challenge to
the Superfund bar on pre-enforcement review (Frey v. EPA, U.S.,
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14-406, 11/10/14)....


Water Pollution
Industry Groups to Oppose Motion to Transfer
Cooling Water Lawsuit from Fourth Circuit
Several industry groups said they will oppose a motion by
environmental advocates to transfer a lawsuit challenging the
Environmental Protection Agency's final rule for regulating cooling
water intake systems to a different appellate...


Water Pollution
Water, Dental Groups Seek More Time on Proposal
The National Association of Clean Water Agencies and the
American Dental Association have jointly asked the Environmental
Protection Agency for 60 more days to comment on the proposed
pretreatment standards for the dental sector that require...


BNA INSIGHTS


BNA Insights: Why Government Must Acknowledge the
Interdependence of Energy and Water
California is the midst of a three-year drought with no end in
sight. And while most of the news coverage focuses on municipal
and agricultural sustainability, another danger looms in the
background: energy security. ...


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


NOVEMBER 10 FEDERAL REGISTER


NOVEMBER 12 FEDERAL REGISTER
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At the National Tanks Conference in Denver a few
weeks ago I was pleased to be handed from Leslie
Carr a copy of Kentucky’s new and very cool
Kentucky TOOLS Reference Book, a companion
guide to Kentucky’s Tank Online Operator
Learning System (TOOLS) that we at UST
Training helped develop.


Local Whidbey Island
Leak Investigation
Continues


Plume progress
remains mystery as
Freeland well
installation slugs
forward
The installation of four
new monitoring wells
that experts hope will
reveal just how far an
old fuel spill has spread


through Freeland’s aquifer ...


November 2013


UST Boot Camp by
Purpora
Engineering
Saukville WI
November 5-7
Register Now


OR Class A/B UST
Operator Training
George Fox
University
November 13
Register Now


December 2013


WA Class A/B UST
Operator Training –
Webinar
December 17
Register Now


Petroleum Storage
Tank Maintenance
Webinar
by the Steel Tank
Institute
December 11, 10-
110:15 AM Central
Time
Register Now


READ MORE


READ MORE
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Thoughts from the
National Tanks
Conference


Recently I had the
good fortune of
attending the
National Tanks
Conference and
Expo in Denver
Colorado September
16-18, 2013. For
those who live and
breathe UST systems,
it’s a dream come


true: all major policy makers, regulators, inspectors,
owners, technicians and vendors of UST systems under
one roof for three days.


Aloha! Hawai’i Class
A/B  Training Now On-
Line!


READ MORE
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Our Hawai’i Class A/B UST Operator training course
is now available and  approved by the Hawai’i
Department of Health.
Our Class A/B platform has been significantly improved
and Hawai’i UST operators will be the first to enjoy the
new format: More pictures, more stories, more expert
advice.
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News Headline: Biofuel groups press White House on more than just 2014 targets | 
 
Outlet Full Name: Reuters - Online
News Text: WASHINGTON, July 30 (Reuters) - The U.S. biofuel industry is urging the Obama
administration to go beyond simply raising proposed targets for use of the fuels, making the case
instead for fundamental changes to the government's approach to the renewable fuel program.
 
There has been a flurry of meetings between biofuel backers and White House officials in advance of
the release of the long-delayed targets for the use of renewable fuels this year, which are expected
to reach the Office of Management and Budget for review within weeks.
 
The Renewable Fuel Standard requires increasing amounts of biofuels to be blended into gasoline
and diesel supplies each year through 2022.
 
The targets for this year have been plagued by repeated delays amid outcry from biofuel producers,
such as Abengoa Bioenergy, Green Plains Inc and Pacific Ethanol Inc, who say a draft plan slashing
the 2014 standards could significantly harm the industry.
 
Biofuel industry sources said in May the Environmental Protection Agency would likely raise
proposed levels.
 
Based on rising gasoline demand, the corn ethanol portion of the mandate is widely expected to be
increased to about 13.6 billion gallons (49 billion liters) from 13 billion announced in November.
 
But the key message biofuel groups have delivered to the administration has been that their
industry's future viability hinges on more than just tweaking volume requirements for the current
year.
 
Meeting with senior White House adviser John Podesta last week, the Advanced Biofuels Association
pressed the White House to speed up approvals of new fuels that can qualify as advanced and
cellulosic fuels, known as pathways.
 
"We really tried to focus on how important it was to get pathways approved in a more expeditious
way so we can actually bring more gallons to market," ABFA President Michael McAdams told
Reuters. Seven top executives of companies waiting on approvals also attended the meeting.
 
More than 35 applications for new biofuel sources are pending at the EPA, with an average wait time
of two years. The delays keep fuels off the market because would-be buyers cannot get credit under
the biofuel mandate to purchase them.
 
BETTER CORN ETHANOL EMISSIONS?
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While advanced biofuel producers seek the inclusion of new fuels, some corn growers have lobbied
to protect the grain's position in the renewable fuel program.
 
Earlier this month, Congressman Bill Foster, Democrat of Illinois, and a group of lawmakers and
scientists from the state met with White House officials including top energy and climate adviser Dan
Utech.
 
They argued the White House should reconsider its estimates of the lifecycle greenhouse gas
emissions for corn ethanol as it weighs both the final targets for 2014 and the fuel's role in the
administration's broader climate policy.
 
Corn-based ethanol is currently classified as a "conventional biofuel" that delivers only a 20-percent
emissions improvement over gasoline. Some environmental groups have blasted the fuel as not
much better than fossil fuels and critics have proposed stripping corn ethanol out of the mandate.
 
As the Obama administration focuses on its climate legacy, changing the EPA's findings on potential
emission reductions from corn ethanol could shore up support in the administration and help fend
off future attacks on the fuel.
 
"The carbon footprint and economics of corn-based ethanol are vastly improved from a decade
ago," Foster said, noting less-energy intensive farming practices and more complete use of corn by-
products.
 
The White House asked the scientists for additional information about their research on corn
ethanol emissions, said David Beaudreau, a consultant representing the Illinois Corn Growers
Association.
 
"They were intrigued and wanted to know more," Beaudreau told Reuters.
 
BLOCKING BLEND WALL ARGUMENT
 
For the Renewable Fuels Association, it is not the final levels for this year so much as the justification
behind them that is most concerning.
 
The group has urged the EPA to not use the shortage of gasoline stations currently able to sell fuel
with higher levels of ethanol as a reason to cut biofuel targets, arguing that it would set a precedent
that could permanently limit the program's targets.
 
The EPA has justified lowering the 2014 target as necessary because U.S. fuel markets cannot absorb
the amounts of ethanol called for by federal law, a problem known as the "blend wall."
 
That argument would embolden oil companies to prevent growth in biofuel use simply by not
investing in new fuel pumps, said RFA president Bob Dinneen.
 







"We are going to sell a heck of a lot of ethanol this year no matter what," he said. "If EPA guts the
program by turning it over to Exxon Mobil, you will never see that again." (Additional reporting by
Robert Gibbons, Editing by Ros Krasny and Marguerita Choy)
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The Bloomberg BNA Daily Environment Report is brought to you
by EPA Libraries. Please note, these materials may be copyrighted
and should not be forwarded outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have
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please contact Shari Clayman at clayman.shari@epa.gov, 202-
566-2370.


NEWS


Air Pollution
China Blocks Smog Data After Failing
To Clean Skies Before APEC Gathering
After failing to rid Beijing’s skies of pollution before a gathering of
world leaders, Chinese officials took a different approach to smog
control: limit the data....


Air Pollution
EPA Agrees to Act on Petitions Related
To Texas Power Plants to Settle Lawsuit
The Environmental Protection Agency agreed to deadlines to act
on petitions submitted by the Environmental Integrity Project and
the Sierra Club requesting the agency object to permits issued by
Texas to three power plants (Envtl. Integrity...


Air Pollution
EPA Defends Legality of Process Used to Set
Industrial Boiler Toxic Emissions Standards
The Environmental Protection Agency told a federal appeals court
that the process used to review and revise hazardous air pollutant
standards for industrial boilers, including a decision to not
account for emissions that could occur during...


Air Pollution
EPA Removes Defense From Wool Fiberglass Proposal
The Environmental Protection Agency is withdrawing proposed
language that would have shielded wool fiberglass manufacturing
and mineral wool production facilities from being assessed civil
penalties for regulatory violations caused...


Biotechnology
EU Closer to Allowing Members to Ban
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GM Crops for Non-Scientific Reasons
Legislation to allow European Union member states wide flexibility
to restrict or ban genetically modified (GM) crop cultivation
gained overwhelming approval from the European Parliament
Committee for the Environment Nov. 11, setting...


Chemicals
Endocrine Screening Seen as First Use
Of Adverse Outcome Pathways, Scientist Says
Screening of pesticides and other chemicals for potential
endocrine-disrupting properties will be the Environmental
Protection Agency’s first regulatory use of adverse outcome
pathways—findings on how biological changes...


Chesapeake Bay
Bay Restoration Could Receive up to $65M
From Interior Conservation Fund, Panel Told
The Chesapeake Bay watershed could be in the running for a
signature grant of $50 million and $65 million per year for three
years from the Interior Department's Land & Water Conservation
Fund to be used to preserve land from development,...


Congress
Landrieu's Opponent Promised Senate Panel Seat
Rep. Bill Cassidy (R-La.), who faces Democratic incumbent Sen.
Mary Landrieu in a Dec. 6 runoff election, has been promised a
seat on the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee if
he wins the election. In a statement, incoming Senate...


Drinking Water
EPA to Hold Meeting on Regulatory Determinations
The Environmental Protection Agency will hold a meeting and
webinar Dec. 9 to consider its preliminary determinations on
whether to develop regulations on five contaminants found in
drinking water, the agency said. The unregulated contaminants...


Endangered Species
Gunnison Sage Grouse to Get Protections
As Threatened Species in Colorado, Utah
The Gunnison sage grouse will be listed as threatened and given
Endangered Species Act protections in its Colorado and Utah
habitat, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said Nov. 12....


Endangered Species
UN Adds Polar Bear, Record Number of 
Sharks, Migratory Birds to Protection Lists
Global conservationists agreed to give polar bears, migratory
birds and nearly two-dozen shark species new protections under
the UN Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of
Wild Animals (CMS). ...


Energy
Dueling Keystone Votes Aim
To Influence Louisiana Senate Race
The Louisiana Senate runoff is playing out on Capitol Hill as both
parties set votes to force approval of the Keystone XL pipeline,
each designed to bolster their candidate in the contest....
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Energy
IEA Pushes Nuclear as Carbon Dioxide
Emissions Set to Reach Unsustainable Limit
Nuclear power is needed to help reduce global fossil-fuel
emissions that are set to reach limits advocated by scientists by
2040, according to the International Energy Agency....


Energy
Project Advancing to Use Carbon Dioxide
To Make Other Products, Wyoming Says
Wyoming is moving forward with a $15 million project to develop
commercial uses of carbon, Gov. Matt Mead (R) said. ...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Illinois Court Asked to Void Final Rule
Implementing State Fracking Legislation
Final rules implementing the Illinois Hydraulic Fracturing
Regulatory Act should be voided because the state ignored
required rulemaking procedures, including requirements for
scientific review, an environmental group argued in a lawsuit...


Hydraulic Fracturing
Study Finds Chemicals in Fracking Samples
No More Toxic Than Household Products
A new study says the "surfactant" chemicals found in samples of
hydraulic fracturing fluid collected in five states are no more toxic
than products commonly found in homes. ...


International Climate
U.S., China Set Long-Term Carbon Emission
Targets in Bid to Push Global Climate Action
In a surprise joint announcement after two days of bilateral talks
in Beijing, the U.S. and China on Nov. 12 set long-term targets
for reducing carbon emissions, building momentum for global
climate talks in Paris in 2015....


International Climate
U.S. May Need Stronger Power Plant Rule,
New Methane Regulation to Meet Pledge
The U.S. would need to regulate methane from the oil and gas
sector and achieve more greenhouse gas emissions cuts from its
plan to limit carbon dioxide emissions from power plants to meet
President Barack Obama's new pledge to cut U.S. emission...


OIl & Gas
Environmentalists, Tribes File Suit Seeking
To Block Enbridge Oil Sands Expansion
Environmentalists and Native American groups filed a lawsuit
Nov. 11 in a Minnesota federal court to stop a plan by Enbridge
Inc. that would double the amount of Canadian tar sands oil
flowing into the U.S. on the Alberta Clipper pipeline (White...


Oil & Gas
Groups Sue California Over Oil Drilling
Permits, Citing Environmental Impacts
A coalition of advocacy groups filed a lawsuit Nov. 12 accusing
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California oil and gas regulators of issuing new oil drilling permits
without first analyzing the air and water quality impacts and risks
to public health, as required by the California...


Oil Spills
Fifth Circuit Rejects Anadarko, BP Request
For Rehearing on Liability for Gulf Oil Spill
A federal appeals court rejected Anadarko Petroleum Corp. and
BP's requests for a rehearing on a decision that the companies
are liable for Clean Water Act violations stemming from the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill (In re Deepwater Horizon,...


Radioactive Waste
GAO Calls for Energy Department Strategy
To Build Public Acceptance of Spent Fuel
The Department of Energy should develop a coordinated outreach
strategy to help the public understand issues related to the
disposal of commercial spent nuclear fuel, the Government
Accountability Office said in a report released Nov. 12....


Renewable Energy
Australia Opposition Party Balks on Deep 
Cuts to 2020 Renewable Energy Targets
Australia's main opposition party has abandoned negotiations on
the future of the country's renewable energy program, accusing
Prime Minister Tony Abbott's administration of demanding
changes that would destroy the renewable...


Renewable Energy
China’s Hunger to Produce Clean Energy
Leaves No Solar Rooftop Panel Behind
China, the world’s biggest solar market for two years running, is
pushing to get more panels onto factories, schools and even
greenhouses as it seeks to meet its goals under a historic climate
deal with the U.S....


Renewable Energy
U.S. Expects to Earn $5 Billion From Energy
Loan Program That Backed Solyndra
The U.S. government expects to earn $5 billion to $6 billion from
the renewable energy loan program that funded failed projects,
including solar startup Solyndra LLC, a return on investment cited
as justification for President Barack Obama’s...


Solid Waste
Groups Notify TVA of Intent to Sue
Over Discharges From Gallatin Plant
Conservation groups have filed a 60-day notice that they intend
to sue the Tennessee Valley Authority over groundwater
contamination from coal ash storage at the public utility's Gallatin
plant, a lawyer for the groups told Bloomberg...


Vehicle Fuels
EPA Denies Using Disparate Methods
To Assess Small Refiner Exemptions in 2013
The Environmental Protection Agency consistently evaluated all
requests from small petroleum refiners to be exempted from the
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renewable fuel standard blending requirements in 2013, it told
federal appellate judges Nov. 12 (Hermes Consol....


Water Pollution
New Jersey Agrees to Issue Draft Permit
For Power Plant Cooling Water Intake
New Jersey environmental regulators will issue a draft discharge
permit renewal for the cooling water intake structure at the
Salem Nuclear Generating Station on the Delaware River in Salem
County, N.J., by June 30, 2015, under terms of a settlement...


Water Pollution
New York City Starts Drive to Expand
Bioswale Use to Control Sewer Overflows
The use of curbside gardens known as bioswales to help control
combined sewer overflows in environmentally sensitive drainage
areas in New York City will be expanded under a $46 million
green infrastructure program....


Water Pollution
Waters of U.S. Rule Unclear, Needs Rewriting,
Chamber Says; Advocates Voice Support
The proposed waters of the U.S. rule should be withdrawn and
rewritten because the rule is vague and could cause more
confusion over which waters and wetlands fall under the Clean
Water Act jurisdiction, according to comments filed Nov. 12 by...


SPECIAL REPORT


Water Trading
Water Quality Trading Most Effective When
Limited to Specific Watersheds, Analysts Say
Paying farmers to plant trees and install stream buffers to curb
polluted runoff from their fields is gaining support among
municipal and industrial dischargers as a cost-effective way to
reduce nutrient contamination in nearby waterways....


REGULATORY AGENDA


Comment Deadlines


NOVEMBER 12 FEDERAL REGISTER


NOVEMBER 13 FEDERAL REGISTER
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